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       14/11/2013WRA00300Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

14/11/2013WRA00450Trade Missions Participation

14/11/2013WRA0050010. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline the details of his trade mission to the Gulf region; if he foresees any benefits this 
will have for the agrifood sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48351/13]

14/11/2013WRA00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Last month, I 
led the largest ever Irish agri-food trade delegation of 35 companies to the Gulf States of Qatar, 
United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with representatives from the meat, 
dairy, seafood, beverages, bloodstock and agri-services sectors and government bodies. The 
trade mission was organised by my Department, with the assistance of Bord Bia, Enterprise 
Ireland, Irish Thoroughbred Marketing, Horse Sport Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland.

The purpose of the trade mission was to deepen political and commercial relationships 
between Ireland and Qatar, UAE and Saudi, and to assist in expanding our exports to this criti-
cally important target region. I also promoted Ireland as a strategic partner in the Gulf States 
in terms of their food security challenges, for joint investments in dairy and other sectors, as a 
provider of commercial and advanced expertise in the agri food and agri services sector, as a 
source of the highest quality thoroughbred and sport horses, and as a location to invest in the 
equine sector. 

The trade mission was viewed as a success at both political and commercial levels. The 
Irish Dairy Board’s announcement of a €20 million investment in a Saudi Dairy company Al 
Waseen will result in the importation of significant volumes of Irish milk powders to Saudi and 
the production of approximately 20,000t of a ‘white cheese’ specific to the region, using new 
technology developed by Teagasc.  In addition, the opening of the Kerry Food and Ingredients 
development centre in UAE, which will produce products specific to the Middle East market, 
has also consolidated the Irish presence and reputation in the food sector in the region.

Bord Bia will shortly open a new office in UAE to assist food companies exporting to the 
region.  Food exports to the Gulf States amounted to almost €200 million in 2012. There is 
potential to double that figure by 2020 as almost 90% of the food consumed in this region is 
imported.  Biotector, an Irish company signed a €5m contract for the supply of its water analy-
sis technology in Saudi Arabia while the nine technology companies that came on the trade 
mission have built significant business contacts and I would anticipate follow up business.

The development of Ireland’s €1billion equine sector was a significant focus of the mission 
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and included meetings with Mohammed Bin Faleh Al Thani of the Qatari Royal family which 
has bloodstock interests in Ireland, Sheikh Hamdan Al Maktoum, Vice Premier and Minister for 
Finance in Dubai and other key investors in the Irish equine industry. Linkages with the sport 
horse sector are also very strong and I would expect to see these developing over the coming 
years.

My Department, in conjunction with the respective Embassies in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, are following up on the establishment of Memoranda of 
Understanding on the cooperation on food security and commercialisation of expertise. 

In addition, I met with members of the Irish Diaspora in the Gulf Region and I would like to 
put on record the incredible work which they are all, both individually and collectively, doing 
on our behalf of Ireland in promoting Irish food and business in this region. 

Questions Nos. 11 and 12 answered orally.

14/11/2013WRA00750Horse Racing Industry Funding

14/11/2013WRA0080013. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
he ignores the Indecon report commissioned by his Department in 2012 which stated that the 
grant to the greyhound and horse racing industries was unsustainable; and the reason he chose 
to increase their subsidy to €54 million. [48142/13]

14/11/2013WRA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): 

Indecon Report

Indecon Consultants were commissioned by my Department to undertake a review of cer-
tain aspects of the Irish horse racing industry. The terms of reference provided to Indecon did 
not extend to the greyhound racing industry. The Indecon Review consisted of an in-depth 
analysis of the legislation, governance structures, funding and management of the horse racing 
industry in Ireland and the report published in July 2012, contained a range of recommenda-
tions to assist in the future long-term development of the sector.

The Deputy is mistaken in thinking that State support for the horse and greyhound racing 
industries has increased. In fact State funding for the horse racing industry has decreased each 
year since 2008 when the provision was €61m, to the 2013 provision of €44m, reflecting a de-
crease of 28% over the period Research recently published by the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association indicates that the horse racing and breeding industry supports 14,000 jobs and cre-
ates €1.1bn in economic output. State funding for the greyhound racing industry has also been 
reduced by 28% in the same period. 

The Indecon Report confirmed the importance and potential of the Irish Horse Racing In-
dustry and affirmed that with appropriate policies and structures in place the sector can contrib-
ute to the economic and social development of the country and to the expansion of employment.

Indecon made a number of recommendations with regard to funding, legislation and gov-
ernance, streamlining of functions between the Turf Club & HRI and improved marketing and 
competitiveness of the sector. I have confirmed, some time ago, my general acceptance of the 
recommendations contained in the Indecon Report and I have since the publication of the Re-
port done my best to ensure the recommendations contained in the Report are followed through.

Indecon did not state that “grant to the greyhound and horse racing industries was un-
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sustainable”.  It did, however,  point to the need for change in the State funding model and in 
particular identified the betting industry as being “the main potential source of additional fund-
ing. It also stated “that, in terms of funding, it is important that sufficient funding is provided 
to ensure reasonable prize money and to enhance the reputation of the Irish horse racing sec-
tor.  Resources are also needed to finance racing integrity services, which are essential to the 
maintenance of the credibility and reputation of the sector.  The development of racecourses 
and maintaining the disease free status of Irish bloodstock also require appropriate funding.  In 
addition, effective international marketing is an important component in realising the economic 
potential of this unique sector.”

I am pleased to inform the Deputy there are changes imminent to address the anomalies 
that exist with regard to the taxation of betting. My colleague, the Minister for Finance, is re-
sponsible for taxation policy and he introduced the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 earlier this 
year which will bring remote and on-line betting within the tax net. This legislation is working 
its way through the system and is currently with the European Commission. This is consistent 
with the Indecon recommendation which advocated “Measures should be introduced to secure 
a significant increase in taxation from the Betting Sector.”   

I am also mindful of the need as highlighted by Indecon to maximise efficiency, effective-
ness and value for money, I am aware that the Turf Club and Horse Racing Ireland have been 
engaged in on-going negotiations with a view to streamlining functions between the two bodies 
with a view to eliminating duplication.

Finally, it is important to recognise that the horse and greyhound racing industries together 
provide almost 24,000 jobs, many of them in rural Ireland, and stimulate approximately €1.6 
billion in economic output annually. I will continue to work to ensure that these important sec-
tors continue to make the maximum possible contribution to employment and the economy 
generally.

14/11/2013WRA00925Common Agricultural Policy Reform

14/11/2013WRA0100014. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will ensure that co-funding for the Common Agricultural Policy Pillar 2 will be maximised; and 
that Ireland will benefit from the total €313 million that has been allocated for Ireland for Pillar 
2 purposes.  [48283/13]

14/11/2013WRA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) provides a total of 
€2.19bn, or some €313m per year, for Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the period 2014-
2020. The development of a new Rural Development Programme under Pillar 2 will be a key 
support in enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more sustainable 
management of natural resources and ensuring a more balanced development of rural areas.

A general EU co-financing rate of 53% is set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business develop-
ment, co-operation activities, and LEADER projects. Environmental type measures may be co-
funded up to 75%. The total Exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the available 
EAFRD funding will depend on the types of measures included in the new Rural Development 
Programme and on the co-financing rates applied to these measures.

There are a number of conditions attached to Ireland’s allocation of €313 million per annum.  
The draft Regulation provides that at least 5% of EAFRD funding must be reserved for LEAD-
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ER while the draft Common Provisions Regulation provides that 6% of EAFRD funding must 
be set aside to a national performance reserve. The funding set aside to the performance reserve 
will be allocated to each Member State following a performance review in 2019. Finally, the 
draft Rural Development Regulation sets out that 30% of the total EAFRD amount must be 
reserved for environmental operations and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures.

Work is currently ongoing in my Department to design the new Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) for the period from 2014-2020. In designing the new RDP, my Department must 
take account of the range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
and the need to support key policy aims for the agri-food sector in the light of the Food Harvest 
2020 strategy. In undertaking this work, a number of ex-ante analyses are being undertaken and 
a public consultation process has also taken place.

While final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have 
not yet been made, my Department is in ongoing contact with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that will be required. I expect to make 
decisions in relation to the measures to be supported under the new RDP by the end of this year, 
and to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.

14/11/2013WRA01150Departmental Communications

14/11/2013WRA0120015. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hours spent by staff in his Department since he came to office in the preparation of 
ministerial newsletters; the cost of staff time involved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48240/13]

14/11/2013WRA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): On my ap-
pointment as Minister I was struck by the range, variety and complexity of work carried out in 
this Department and the importance of communicating this important work to a wider public.  
Corporate Affairs Division of my Department is responsible for the communication of informa-
tion to the public, and this is done through a variety of methods including speeches by Minis-
ters, press releases and through presenting relevant information on the Department’s website.  
On taking my Office I asked that Division to use the available resources to increase the public 
awareness of the vast array of activities in my Department and the idea of a cost effective 
method of doing this would be an online newsletter.  

Since my appointment I have issued nine such newsletters, while it is not possible to quan-
tify the precise cost of this exercise because the officials involved do this work in conjunction 
with other related work, every effort is made to keep this cost to a minimum and I can confirm 
that no additional resources were employed either internally nor externally for this purpose.

14/11/2013WRA01350Animal Welfare Issues

14/11/2013WRA0140016. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to provide an outlet for horses surplus to the horse industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48139/13]

14/11/2013WRA01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Horses can 
be slaughtered for human consumption subject to a number of conditions, including that they 
have been registered within six months of birth or by 31 December of the year of birth which-
ever is the later, have not have been treated with any prohibited veterinary medicines and are 
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accompanied to the slaughterhouse by the horse passport. This latter requirement is an essential 
part of the food-chain information under EU food law and is designed to protect human health.

With regard to surplus horses, the position is that it is the responsibility of horse owners to 
ensure the welfare of horses in their ownership and/or their care and to dispose of them appro-
priately. In this context, horse owners are reminded of the advice of the Farm Animal Welfare 
Advisory Council that, where an owner can no longer adequately provide for their horse or 
where the horse can no longer fulfil the purpose for which is was bred, he or she should be 
proactive in seeking to dispose of the animal, including consideration of the option of humane 
disposal. 

My Department provides significant funding to Local Authorities under the Control of 
Horses Act, 1996, to enable these bodies implement their powers relating to the control and 
welfare of stray or abandoned horses. While efforts are made to rehome horses to responsible 
new owners, the reality is that this is not possible in all cases. Local authorities are humanely 
disposing of a considerable number of horses seized under the Control of Horses Act on an on-
going basis where there is no possibility of re-homing or returning these horses to their owners. 

The need for additional welfare measures in the horse sector is being kept under review by 
my Department. The very good weather during the Summer and well into the Autumn has cre-
ated a very favourable fodder situation, with the result that there is no evidence of a significant 
problem in relation to the welfare of horses. In addition, the continuing work being undertaken 
by local authorities in conjunction with the Department via the Control of Horses Act 1996 has 
reduced the number of abandoned horses throughout the country, particularly in urban areas.

My Department will continue to deal with any animal welfare issues relating to horses 
through its existing mechanisms and has indicated that it is in position to provide emergency 
funding to assist horse owners who cannot afford to pay for their humane disposal. Farmers 
who are facing a critical horse welfare issue over coming months can contact the Department 
helpline for assistance.

14/11/2013WRA01550Forestry Grants

14/11/2013WRA0160017. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
permission for winter planting for forestry grants will be extended to 31 January 2014 to enable 
farmers who intend planting land this winter to draw their disadvantaged areas payment for 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48239/13]

14/11/2013WRA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Afforesta-
tion grants are processed in two stages, commonly known as technical approval and financial 
approval.  In the Autumn of each year, there is a limited opening of the second stage, that is fi-
nancial approval, to those who have already received technical approval and are ready to plant, 
once the weather and other conditions are suitable for planting - usually within the late Autumn 
or early Winter period.  This year, the Autumn planting was opened on 24 September  with a 
completion date for planting of 31 December 2013.

It is important to stress that this invitation to apply for financial approval was limited to 
those owners who were ready to commence planting within 6 weeks of the date of their finan-
cial approval letter all of which were issued in the week beginning 7 October 2013.  This means 
planting must substantially commence by mid-November 2013.  The completion date for plant-
ing as set out in their notification of financial approval is 31 December 2013. It was a matter 
for landowners to decide if this timescale suited their individual circumstances having regard to 
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the qualifying conditions for other Departmental Schemes, including the Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme.  If the timing did not suit their individual circumstances to plant their land before the 
end of this year it was open to them to defer submitting an application until they were ready to 
plant.  

Following the announcement in the Budget of the allocation for forestry in 2014, my De-
partment is now in a position to re-open the afforestation schemes for financial approval on 
an open-ended basis.  There is no deadline for the submission of applications for financial ap-
proval.  The timing of the application will be determined by the applicant’s readiness to plant 
and the completion date for planting for these applicants will extend into 2014.  The Depart-
ment will closely monitor financial approvals to ensure that available budgets are not exceeded.  

For beneficiaries under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme who must maintain their land in 
agricultural use for the entire calendar year in order to qualify for payment, and who have yet to 
commence planting, they can apply under this release and commence planting in 2014.

14/11/2013WRA01750Agriculture and Marine Sectors

14/11/2013WRA0180018. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the agriculture and marine sectors have contributed to economic growth 
year on year over the past five years with particular reference to the beef, dairy, lamb, pig meat 
and fishing sectors; the extent to which scope remains available for further development in this 
regard with consequent benefits to economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48342/13]

14/11/2013WRA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The agri-
food and beverage sector plays a very significant role in national economic development. It 
currently accounts for 7.1% of national gross value-added and 8.6% of employment. It has an 
annual turnover of €25 billion and its gross output of €20 billion comprises 21% of Ireland’s 
total industrial gross output. Between 2008 and 2012, the sector’s contribution to national GVA 
rose from 6.1% to 7.1%. 

However, these figures, significant as they are, may actually underestimate the importance 
of the sector to national economic development. The Deputy should be aware that more than 
75% of the expenditure in this sector is on Irish goods and services, compared to 42% for all 
manufacturing. In addition it has a lower import content and a lower level of profit repatriation 
than other manufacturing industries. In fact every €100 of exports from the bio-sector (agricul-
ture, forestry, fisheries, food & drink industries) contributes around €48 to GNP while the ‘non 
bio-sector’ contributes around €19. 

Last year, Irish food and drink exports exceeded €9 billion for the first time; this means that 
over the last three years these exports have risen by 28%, or €2bn, in total. This trend is continu-
ing, the latest CSO figures for food & beverage exports show a 7% rise in the first half of 2013 
as compared to the same period in 2012. 

The Deputy specifically asked for data on beef, dairy, lamb, pig meat and fishing over the 
past five years. Exports for these commodities improved from 2008 to 2012 as follows

- Beef - increased by 19% from €1,590m to €1,900m

- Dairy - Increased by 14% from €2,290m to €2,620m

- Lamb - increased by 27% from €167m to €212m
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- Pig - increased by 43% from €354m to €507m

- Seafood - increase by 50% from €335m to €501m. 

Agri-food is a sector which is confident and ambitious and is enjoying a period of strong 
success. This success is assisted to a large extent by the implementation of Food Harvest 2020. I 
lead the strategic committee, comprising the CEOs of the relevant State agencies, which drives 
the implementation of this report. I am fully committed to achieving the growth targets set 
out in Food Harvest 2020. Milestones for Success 2013, the 3rd Food Harvest progress report, 
published in September, illustrates the excellent progress achieved to date. Headline figures 
show that we are well on our way towards achieving our 2020 growth targets. We have already 
achieved a 25% increase in the value of primary agricultural output (the projected 2020 target 
is a 33% increase). Over the same period we have achieved a 13% increase in the value of our 
exports and value added has risen by 20%.  

In relation to the scope for future development, the Deputy will know that there is a growing 
global urbanised market. World population will be over 9 billion by 2050 and food production 
levels must increase by 60-70% to feed this growing population.  Ireland has a number of com-
petitive advantages which leave us well placed to meet this growing demand.

14/11/2013WRA01950Beef Industry Issues

14/11/2013WRA0200019. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends asking the Council of Agriculture Ministers to set up a European wide investigation 
into the operation of beef processing plants in order to ensure that no cartels are in operation, 
that free trade and competition is operating properly across the Union and that the practices in 
all plants from a business, competition, labelling and health safety point of view comply fully 
with both EU and national laws and regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48241/13]

14/11/2013WRA02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under Ar-
ticles 101 to 109 of the Treaty for the Functioning of the EU, the European Commission, to-
gether with national competition authorities, are responsible for the enforcement of EU com-
petition rules. Within the Commission, primary responsibility for direct enforcement rests with 
the Directorate-General (DG) for Competition. The Council of Ministers has no function in this 
regard. In parallel with national competition authorities, DG Competition has wide-ranging 
investigative powers to detect cartel activities and other illegal trading behaviour. In addition, 
DG Agriculture and Rural Development facilitates price transparency for suppliers through a 
standardised system of market price reporting implemented by Member States by reference 
to uniform criteria for classifying bovine carcases according to conformation, fat and sex at 
slaughter plants. 

If there were evidence of systemic failure on the scale implied in the question, then the mat-
ter could be brought to the attention of DG Competition.  However, I am not aware of any such 
evidence and in its absence I would be wary of the unintended consequences of undermining 
consumer confidence in an industry that is hugely important to this country not just in terms 
of generating almost €2 billion in export earnings last year but also in adding value to the raw 
material produced by 70,000 specialist beef farmers. These linkages encapsulate the mutually 
dependent relationship between the production and processing stages of the beef supply chain.

With regard to the more general food policy issues raised by the Deputy, the production of 
foodstuffs in the EU is governed by an overarching legal framework known as the Hygiene 
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Package. This integrated regime, which came into effect across all Member States on 1 January 
2006, sets out clear, comprehensive and consistent rules for operators throughout the supply 
chain. With traceability as a core concept, the Hygiene Package regulates food and feed hygiene 
along with the production, control and marketing of products of animal origin, and animal 
health issues in relation to the production of those products.

The Hygiene Package was motivated by the necessity to ensure high levels of public health 
protection in relation to food production. The underlying principle is that food producers should 
bear full responsibility for the safety of the food that they produce. Competent authorities in 
each jurisdiction are legally obliged to conduct official controls to verify compliance with rules 
aimed at:

- preventing, eliminating or reducing to acceptable levels risks to humans and animals, ei-
ther directly or through the environment; & 

- guaranteeing fair practices in the food trade and protecting consumer interests, including 
food labelling and other forms of consumer information. 

- Rules in relation to labelling are also set down in Marketing Standards Regulations and in 
the Food Information for the Consumer Regulations.

At national level, my Department, operating under a service contract with the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland, is the competent authority for the purposes of enforcing the hygiene pack-
age in approved meat plants under its supervision. The conduct of all such official controls 
is subject to regular and rigorous review carried out by the EU’s Food and Veterinary Office, 
which is tasked with evaluating compliance with standards within the EU and in third countries 
in relation to their exports to the EU. 

The system of checks and controls put in place by the current harmonised regime operat-
ing throughout all 28 countries of the EU is therefore sufficiently robust to allow Competent 
Authorities in Member States to ensure that business practices in the beef processing industry 
comply with European and domestic regulations pertaining to competition, labelling and food 
safety and to take appropriate and decisive action where they do not.

14/11/2013WRA02150Beef Imports

14/11/2013WRA0220020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if, 
in the wake of the recently announced trade agreement between Canada, US and the European 
Union, adequate safeguards have been put in place to ensure that beef imports into Europe com-
ply with the same standards as applicable throughout Europe in terms of traceability, husbandry 
and particularly that the places of origin are accurately recorded, and that the European beef 
industry does not become disadvantaged by subsequent agreements in the context of the WTO 
or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48341/13]

14/11/2013WRA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU/Canada Trade agreement initialled last month by President Barroso and the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Canada was awarded a tariff rate quota for beef of 50,000 tonnes carcase weight 
equivalent.  This equates to a quota of 39,000 tonnes of boneless beef.  The quota is split be-
tween fresh/chilled beef comprising 31,000 tonnes, plus the existing 4,000 tonnes quota as part 
of the Hormones Agreement, and frozen beef comprising 15,000 tonnes.   

The agreement has yet to be endorsed by the EU Council of Ministers and the European 
Parliament.  Moreover, certain matters, including details of the management of tariff rate quo-
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tas, have still to be finalised.  However, I can tell you that under EU veterinary legislation the 
principle of equivalence will apply.  This means that all imports of beef into the EU must be 
produced to standards equivalent to those applicable in the EU and in plants that are approved 
by the EU Commission.  The regime is monitored by the EU Food and Veterinary Office.  

Ireland operates EU harmonised import controls on products of animal origin arriving from 
third countries. Thus, in practical terms, the conditions applicable to imports of beef from Cana-
da are based on the agreement between the European Community and the Government of Cana-
da on sanitary measures applicable to trade in live animals and animal products.  The beef must 
be sourced from an approved export establishment, that is on an EU list, and comply with the 
relevant standards and requirements which have been recognised as equivalent to those of the 
European Community.  Consignments must be presented at a community border inspection post 
on arrival accompanied by a veterinary certificate, drawn up in conformity with the relevant 
model, attesting to compliance with the standards and requirements for the product, completed 
and signed on behalf of the Canadian competent authorities. A documentary and identity check 
is carried out on all consignments and a proportion of consignments are physically checked and 
sampled as part of a monitoring programme to ensure conformity.

14/11/2013WRA02350Parking Charges

14/11/2013WRA0240021. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has arrived at a decision in respect of the proposal to introduce paid parking charges at 
Howth Harbour, County Dublin. [48143/13]

14/11/2013WRA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The House 
will be aware that I have been considering introducing a charge for parking facilities within 
Howth Fishery Harbour Centre for some time,

- to assist in operating Howth Fishery Harbour Centre on a financially-sound basis,

- to provide a source of revenue for further investment in Fishery Harbour Centre facilities,

- as part of an overall traffic management plan, and

- in order to maximise the return on this significant State asset.

There is a broad range of factors to consider in coming to a decision; first and foremost 
Howth Fishery Harbour Centre is a working fishery harbour, one of 6 Fishery Harbour Centres 
in the State.  

Funding for operating, management and development costs of the Fishery Harbour Centres 
is a major consideration for my Department. Maximising potential income, and ensuring that 
the Fishery Harbour Centres are run on a financially-sound basis is extremely important.  

Uniquely among Fishery Harbour Centres, a wide range of groups use the parking facilities 
of Howth Fishery Harbour – harbour business customers, yacht club members, sport fishermen, 
Dart users, tourists, walkers and many others.   

I am well aware of and acknowledge the concerns of local residents and user groups and 
Deputy Broughan and the House can rest assured that I will take appropriate account of their 
views in coming to my decision.  I can also assure the harbour users in Howth that I am com-
mitted to continuing investment in and development of Howth Harbour going forward.



Questions - Written Answers

128

14/11/2013WRA02550Aquaculture Licences Applications

14/11/2013WRA0260022. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tion points that will be contained in the Irish national aquaculture plan, required under the Eu-
ropean Maritime and Fisheries Fund, to deal with the backlog of circa 600 aquaculture licence 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48344/13]

14/11/2013WRA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Article 43 
of the new Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) Regulation requires that Member States prepare a 
multiannual national strategic plan for the development of aquaculture activities in their terri-
tory.  That article provides that “the multiannual national strategic plan shall include the Mem-
ber State’s objectives and the measures and the timetables required to achieve them”.  

Negotiations are continuing among the EU co-legislators on the draft European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Regulation that will specify the measures that may be eligible for 
EU co-funding for the period 2014-2020.  The text of the present draft Regulation provides 
that the National Strategic Aquaculture Plan required by the CFP Regulation must be prepared 
and submitted by each Member State together with the Member State’s EMFF Operational 
Programme.  

My Department has requested that Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) prepare the National Strate-
gic Aquaculture Plan and that BIM consult with stakeholders as part of that process.  I under-
stand that BIM is engaged on this work and will be publishing it for consultation in the coming 
months.  

The backlog in processing aquaculture licence applications has built up over a period of 
time and arises primarily because the majority of areas for which these licences are sought are 
designated Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and/or Special Protection Areas (SPA) under 
the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).  The European Court of Justice issued a nega-
tive judgment against Ireland in 2007 in respect of authorisation of aquaculture programmes 
with particular reference to compliance with Article 6.3 of the EU Habitats Directive. This has 
largely determined what can be done since that time in relation to aquaculture licensing in most 
of the bays around Ireland (Natura 2000 sites).  

To address this issue my Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute and the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), is engaged in a comprehensive work programme.  
This involves gathering baseline data, setting conservation objectives and the carrying out of 
appropriate assessments. The licensing process must take full account of the outcome of that 
assessment in reaching a determination on any particular licence application.

This work is ongoing and Conservation Objectives have been set for a significant number 
of ‘Natura’ sites, Appropriate Assessments have been completed in respect of sites in five bays 
and it is expected that this will facilitate significant licence determinations.  For example, in 
the region of 40 aquaculture licences have issued this year in respect of Castlemaine SAC/SPA.

14/11/2013WRA02750Trade Agreements

14/11/2013WRA0280023. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
possible effects on Irish agriculture of the free trade agreement with Canada; the effect a free 
trade with the USA would have and the possible effects of a Mercosur trade deal; the steps he 
has taken to protect Irelands agricultural and food industries in these negotiations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48242/13]
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14/11/2013WRA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU/Canada Trade agreement initialled last month by President Barroso and the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Canada was awarded a tariff rate quota for beef of 50,000 tonnes carcase weight 
equivalent. This equates to a quota of 39,000 tonnes of boneless beef.  The quota is split be-
tween fresh/chilled beef comprising 31,000 tonnes, plus the existing 4,000 tonnes quota as part 
of the Hormones Agreement, and frozen beef comprising 15,000 tonnes.  As regards pigmeat, 
Canada was awarded a quota of 75,000 tonnes.  

Clearly I would have preferred if these quotas were smaller.  However, they were granted 
against the background of significantly higher demands from Canada for access to the EU beef 
and pigmeat markets. They also need to be seen against the concessions made by Canada on 
beef, sheepmeat and, most important, dairy.  EU beef and sheepmeat market access to Canada 
is to be fully liberalised at zero duty dates and I have received undertakings from the EU Com-
mission that the current BSE related restrictions will be lifted before the agreement is finalised. 
As to the dairy sector, substantial concessions have been granted by Canada on infant formula, 
milk protein concentrate and cheese.  There is complete liberalisation of tariffs on milk pro-
tein concentrate and infant formula plus additional new cheese quotas for the EU in excess of 
17,000 tonnes. 

Moving on to the EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, the opening of 
trade negotiations with the United States provides significant opportunities for the Irish agri-
food sector to increase their access to the US market.  There are also advantages to be gained in 
terms of possible reductions in tariffs on the products we import.  The negotiations will also fa-
cilitate the elimination of a series of regulatory barriers and irritants to current trade.  Of course 
we have defensive issues also, for example, in relation to beef market access.  However, we are 
at a very early stage in these negotiations and it is not possible to estimate in detail the impact 
on Ireland until there is greater clarity about any exchange of offers. 

As to the negotiations between the EU and MERCOSUR, there was a commitment earlier 
this year that both sides would exchange market access offers on goods, services and invest-
ment and government procurement by no later than the last quarter of 2013. However, questions 
are now arising about the change in composition of the MERCOSUR group and its ability to put 
an offer on the table at this time.  Access to the EU market for beef is the key contentious issue 
for Ireland in the negotiation of the EU-MERCOSUR FTA. I and my officials have been very 
active in highlighting our concerns to the Commission, submitting a number of technical papers 
to the Commission outlining mitigating measures to address our concerns.

14/11/2013WRA02925Alternative Farm Enterprises

14/11/2013WRA0300024. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has examined the possible uses of hemp grown here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48352/13]

14/11/2013WRA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Hemp fi-
bre and seed are used to produce a wide range of commodities including food and beverage 
products, fibreboard, insulation, paper, composites, textiles, carpets, animal bedding and feed, 
cosmetics, body-care products, soaps, paints, fuels, and medicines. 

The growing of hemp requires a licence from the Irish Medicines Board (under the auspices 
of Department of Health).

Hemp grown for fibre production is frequently referred to as “industrial” hemp, in order to 
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differentiate it from the plants used for drug production. Industrial hemp has been selectively 
bred for several decades in order to lower, to almost negligible amounts, the narcotic compound 
Delta-9 Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). In the European Union (EU), the cultivation of hemp 
(Cannabis genus) is restricted to varieties having a content of Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
lower than 0.2 %. Varieties of non-psychoactive hemp are also grown for seed production. The 
seeds have mainly been used for bird feed, but increasingly are used to produce hemp oil and 
as a cooking ingredient. 

Of the estimated 6000 tonnes per year hemp seeds produced in the EU, 95% is sold for ani-
mal feed, mainly as bird feed. 

Although hemp seed provides additional and high value income, it can delay harvest and 
lead to deterioration in fibre quality. But both options present challenges if the best of both seed 
and fibre yields are to be achieved. Waiting for seeds to be produced and ripen, delays harvest 
and increases the risk of losses to the weather.

Cannabis sativa  is an annual spring crop which can yield up to and exceeding 12.5 tonnes/
ha of whole stems. It has modest fertiliser requirements and it is possible to grow the crop with-
out the use of herbicides, insecticides or fungicides.

Hemp has been the subject of three different periods of research by Teagasc. Teagasc find-
ings have noted that yields can vary considerably between seasons. Production is highly de-
pendent on weather conditions at sowing and at harvest and it is particularly vulnerable to wet 
weather. The crop is sensitive to frost, does not tolerate waterlogging or soils with low Ph.

The density and height of a mature hemp crop can cause problems when cutting and baling 
hemp with existing farm machines. Hemp has few pest and disease problems, although weed 
competition in early establishment can lower yields.

14/11/2013WRA03150Mink Farms

14/11/2013WRA0320025. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
that have been implemented to improve standards with regard to the keeping of minks, with ref-
erence to the damage that can be done to the surrounding environment when minks are released 
or escape from captivity. [48141/13]

14/11/2013WRA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The keep-
ing of mink is subject to licensing by my Department under the Musk Rats Act, 1933, and the 
Musk Rats Act, 1933 (Application to Mink) Order, 1965.  There are four mink farm operators 
currently licensed. 

Licences are subject to a number of conditions, including the requirement to ensure that 
maximum steps are taken to prevent the release of mink.  Among those conditions are require-
ments that mink must be kept in cages or other containers of such material and constructed in 
such a manner as to prevent their escape, that building where they are kept are constructed so 
as to prevent the escape of mink.  

Furthermore, licence holders must ensure that trees, shrubs and undergrowth are not grow-
ing or planted in such a position that would render the escape of mink possible and must ensure 
adequate guarding of drainage channels to prevent their escape. 

A full review was undertaken by my Department last year into all aspects of fur farming in 
Ireland. 
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The Group’s Terms of Reference were 

1. To review fur farming in Ireland taking account of existing legislative provisions for the 
licensing of mink farming

2. To comment on the economic benefits of the sector

3. To consider the effectiveness of existing welfare controls, and

4. To make appropriate recommendations

The Review Group recommended that fur farming should be allowed continue under li-
cence and subject to official control and noted the extensive powers available to the Minister 
in legislation for revoking of licences in cases of non-compliance with a licence condition and 
where welfare conditions are not met. Regarding security on Fur Farms it was decided to alter 
the conditions for holding a licence and enhance the measures to prevent escape of mink.  

Other Recommendations made by the Review Group which have been adopted include: 

- The adoption of Codes of Practice by fur farmers to promote sound welfare and manage-
ment practices for the care of fur animals.

- Enhanced Department veterinary and agricultural inspections, including unannounced in-
spections so that additional confidence can be gained in respect of compliance with animal 
health, animal welfare, environmental requirements, greater security on the farms and contin-
gency planning. 

My officials are currently engaged with mink farm operators with a view to rolling out these 
and other changes arising from the Review.

14/11/2013WRB00150Inland Fisheries Stocks

14/11/2013WRB0020026. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
plans to use the 5% of total allowable catch, TAC, under the Common Fisheries Policy, CFP, 
to facilitate small scale and inshore fisheries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48348/13]

14/11/2013WRB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
CFP Reform, for the first time, introduces a regionalised approach to fisheries management.  
We have moved away from the old system of an EU decision making approach centralised in 
Brussels. The new policy puts fishermen at the core of developing conservation measures for 
fisheries in which they are involved and also makes specific references to taking account of the 
needs of small scale and inshore fishermen. I will be working closely with my counterparts in 
the new regional forums to develop new conservation measures and other arrangements to take 
account of real issues for fishermen in our region.  

I consider that the industry itself is best placed to advise me on the management of fishing 
opportunities, given the wide range of factors which contribute to the optimum usage of avail-
able quotas. In relation to the monthly allocation of fishing opportunities, the representative 
producer organisations in the industry, both fishermen and onshore processors, meet each month 
with my Department and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to make recommendations to 
me in relation to the quota to be allocated in the coming month for whitefish and some pelagic 
fisheries. This includes the artisanal pelagic fisheries off the North West and South coasts.
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In the development of policies in recent years concerning herring and mackerel, the support 
of small scale fishermen has been an important consideration. In the review of the Mackerel 
policy which took place in 2010 specific provision was made for small vessels using, trawls 
or gill nets, which is important to the local community when the mackerel come inshore in the 
summer months.  Hook and line fishing for mackerel by small boats has been provided for since 
2008.  When I reviewed the herring access arrangements I made provision for small inshore 
vessels by providing an open access small boat fishery in both the North West herring fishery 
and the main Celtic Sea herring fishery. In addition to this, I have also increased the proportion 
of herring available in the Celtic Sea Sentinel fishery, which is an open access fishery for small 
vessels.

Many of the stocks fished inshore by small vessels are not subject to an EU TAC and quota 
management regime, although other requirements may be specified in EU or national law.  For 
such non TAC and quota species, management measures applying only to Irish registered ves-
sels fishing within our territorial waters are developed nationally.  In the development of such 
national management measures, I always seek and fully consider any submissions from in-
dustry representatives.  At present, I am reviewing the in excess of 200 submissions received 
from stakeholders arising from a consultation I recently undertook on national management 
measures for lobster and shrimp stocks.  

I will continue to support small scale and inshore fishermen in consultation with the industry 
as the opportunities arise.

14/11/2013WRB00350Rural Development Policy

14/11/2013WRB0040027. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to support agricultural development in less favoured areas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [48140/13]

14/11/2013WRB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Development Programme for Ireland has an allocation of €4.83 billion for the period 2007-
2013 to fund various support schemes in the agricultural sector under the principles of com-
petitiveness, improvement of the environment, land management and the development of the 
wider rural economy. Support for agricultural development in less favoured areas (LFAs) forms 
an important part of the Programme and these areas are supported both directly through LFA 
payments themselves and indirectly through schemes such as on farm investment and the Ru-
ral Environment Protection Scheme (REPS), Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and 
Natura agri-environment schemes. Under the LFA scheme itself close on €1.43 billion has been 
spent to date, with €1.95 billion spent on the agri-environmental measures and €93.1m on the 
Natura Scheme.

Political agreement on the next Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was reached in June 
2013. The agreement included an amount of €313 million in EU funding per year for Ireland 
under Pillar 2 (Rural Development). The text of the Rural Development regulation is being 
finalised and final agreement is not expected until late 2013. In advance of this, work on de-
signing a new Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 is well underway.  The regulation 
includes a menu of possible measures which may be included in the new RDP.  Also under the 
new Direct Payment regime that will come into effect in 2015, there are a number of provisions 
which relate to less favoured areas of which the most significant is the issue of the redistribution 
of funds under Pillar 1 (Direct Payments) within a Member State. 

Based on an analysis of disadvantaged areas, there is a clear correlation between areas with 
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high levels of disadvantage and farmers who hold low value entitlements under the current 
Single Payment Scheme. While recognising the need to move away from an historical pay-
ments model, I resisted the proposal of the EU Commission to move to a ‘flat-rate’ payment by 
2019. Such redistribution would have had a highly disruptive impact on Irish agriculture at a 
time when we are encouraging sustainable intensification in the agri-food sector as it strives to 
achieve the objectives set out in the Food Harvest 2020 strategy. 

As an alternative, I proposed the ‘Internal Convergence’ model which, while initially re-
taining the link with current payments under the Single Payment Scheme, gradually moves all 
farmers towards a national average value over the five years of the new scheme. The purpose 
of this model is to achieve a gradual phased redistribution of payments between those who cur-
rently hold high value entitlements and those who hold low value entitlements. It will I believe 
introduce a fairer more equitable distribution of funds between farmers, will be of considerable 
value to farmers in areas of significant disadvantage, and will avoid the negative impact of a 
sudden move to a ‘flat-rate’.

14/11/2013WRB00550Agriculture Schemes Penalties

14/11/2013WRB0060028. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review the penalty process for single farm payments and disadvantaged area scheme pay-
ments, as farmers are being unfairly penalised on lands that were formerly qualified but due to 
weather conditions and other factors beyond their control as well as these penalties and, in some 
cases, no payment, many of these farmers will be forced out of business.  [48284/13]

14/11/2013WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other area-based schemes 
may be made only in respect of eligible  land and applicants are obliged annually to declare the 
land parcels available to them; details of the eligible area of the land parcels are recorded on my 
Department’s Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS). Details of the use and area claimed for 
each of some one million parcels on the LPIS system are registered and continually monitored 
by my Department. 

It is the responsibility of all applicants to ensure that the details in each year’s application 
are accurate. Therefore, applicants are advised of the need to confirm their right to declare such 
parcels and to make the appropriate deductions (e.g. in respect of houses, farm buildings, road-
ways, scrub, etc.) to the area of eligible parcels, as necessary. Applicants under either/both the 
Single Payment Scheme and/or the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are obliged to maintain the 
land declared in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition for the period 1 January to 31 
December of the year of application. 

The regulatory penalties applicable to the Single Payment Scheme and the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme are contained in EU Regulations 1122/2009 and 65/2011, respectively. While 
Member States have sought to have these penalties amended the EU Commission has stead-
fastly maintained its position and is unlikely to alter its views. 

Having said that, with the relatively high rainfall over the last year, there was genuine 
concern among farmers in respect of their ability to meet the various cross compliance require-
ments.  Insofar as EU rules allow, every effort has and is being made to take account of this and 
other factors during inspections and mitigating factors such as the inordinate level of rainfall 
during certain time periods have been taken into account.
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14/11/2013WRB00750Commonage Division

14/11/2013WRB0080029. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
liaison committees will be set up in commonage areas as agreed by him with representatives 
of farm organisations from counties Galway and Mayo in 2012 in view of concerns regard-
ing commonage stocking rates, farmers exiting REP scheme 4, the conclusion of the 12 Bens 
scheme and the absence of compensation for special areas of conservation and Natura designa-
tions to many farmers in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48144/13]

14/11/2013WRB00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The CAP 
Reform package which I negotiated contains elements which could impact on those farming 
commonage lands. However, I am awaiting the adoption of EU Commission delegated acts; it 
is expected that discussion on these delegated acts will be concluded before year-end.

The issue of stocking levels on Commonages and the approach necessary to address what 
is recognised as a very complex matter which requires a very detailed action plan to cover the 
various issues, is one which has received widespread coverage.

The report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture is a valuable contribution to 
the ongoing debate regarding the issues surrounding commonage lands, the views of the vari-
ous stakeholders having being sought and considered by the Committee. As I have indicated 
previously, while it is generally accepted that this is a very complex matter and requires a very 
detailed action plan to cover the various issues, I intend in the near future to set out propos-
als on how these matters will be progressed. My firm intention is that the process will be fully 
inclusive and that all stakeholders, particularly farmers and their representatives will be central 
to the process.

Commonage lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, par-
ticularly along the West Coast. They also form an important part of the local environment 
from the point of view of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and economic returns e.g. tourism. 
However, there is a substantial risk of land abandonment as under-grazing becomes more of a 
problem. Under-grazing leads to an increase in ineligible land under Direct Aid and Agri-Envi-
ronment Schemes and leads to risk of financial corrections being imposed by EU Commission. 
It is vital, therefore, to maintain the commonages in GAEC (Good Agricultural and Environ-
mental Condition), or where there is under-grazing, to return the habitat to GAEC.

Taking all of these matters into account, it is my stated aim is to ensure that a practical so-
lution is reached, which will ensure that the current farmers actively farming these lands are 
protected, that the land is maintained or returned to GAEC and that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are met. In my view, this can best be achieved by working with the 
farmers directly managing the lands, relevant State Agencies, the farming organisations and all 
other interested stakeholders. With regard to the specific recommendations of the Committee 
contained in their Report, I can confirm that these will be included among the range of issues to 
be addressed in the process that will shortly be commenced by my Department.

14/11/2013WRB00950Northern Ireland Issues

14/11/2013WRB0100030. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the proposals he has had to have further discussions with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State 
and with Members of the Northern Ireland Executive regarding the establishment of the civic 
forum; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48700/13]
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14/11/2013WRB01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Para-
graph 34 of Strand One of the Good Friday Agreement provided for the establishment of a con-
sultative Civic Forum. Section 56 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 required the First Minister 
and the deputy First Minister, with the approval of the Assembly, to make arrangements for ob-
taining the views of the Civic Forum. The Forum was set up in October 2000 and was suspend-
ed along with the Northern Ireland Assembly in 2002. Following the restoration of devolved 
powers in May 2007, the then First Minister and deputy First Minister considered the position 
of the Civic Forum in the re-established devolved arrangements and commissioned a review of 
the effectiveness and appropriateness of its structure, operation and membership. In April 2013 
the NI Assembly voted in favour of an SDLP motion to re-establish the Civic Forum. In my 
ongoing contacts with the Secretary of State and with the Northern Ireland Executive, including 
in the context of the North South Ministerial Council, most recently on 8 November, the Gov-
ernment has continued to support the re-establishment of the Civic Forum as a valuable and, as 
yet, unimplemented provision of the Good Friday Agreement.  I welcome the recent consulta-
tions which Richard Haass, Independent Chair of the Panel of Parties, and Meghan O’Sullivan, 
Independent Vice-Chair of the Panel of Parties, have undertaken with community groups and 
with representatives of wider civil society in order to ensure that their views and perspectives 
are considered in the context of the Talks process. 

I hosted a Reconciliation Networking Forum event in Dublin Castle on 30 October 2013 for 
people who are involved in community, peace-building, public policy or reconciliation work, to 
discuss what civil society, including the community sector, can and should do to meet the rec-
onciliation challenges ahead. This is in line with the view of the Government that a strong and 
resilient civic society can play an important role in building a more reconciled and prosperous 
Northern Ireland.      

I have previously put on the record of the Dáil that I support the establishment of a   Civic 
Forum which would provide for a broad range of voices on community relations and stimulate 
informed public debate in relation to key societal challenges.  On my regular visits to Northern 
Ireland, I continue the practice of engaging with civil society representatives when time per-
mits.  In my address to the SDLP Party Conference in Armagh on 8 November, I reaffirmed the 
commitment of the Government, as co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to realise its 
full potential, including through the creation of a Consultative Forum.  

14/11/2013WRB01150Humanitarian Aid

14/11/2013WRB0120031. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if further assistance will be provided as a matter of urgency towards the humanitarian efforts in 
the Philippines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48702/13]

14/11/2013WRB0130032. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will raise at the EU Foreign Affairs Council the urgent need for substantial aid to be pro-
vided in respect of basic necessities such as food, shelter and housing for the victims of the 
recent typhoon in the Philippines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48703/13]

14/11/2013WRB0140033. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has been in contact with the EU Commission in respect of the need to provide an adequate 
aid package at EU level to assist in the humanitarian efforts following the typhoon in the Philip-
pines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48704/13]

14/11/2013WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 31 to 33, inclusive, together.
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A total of over 9.6 million people have been affected by Typhoon Haiyan across 41 prov-
inces in the Philippines, according to latest estimates, and almost 630,000 persons have been 
displaced.  While the media is reporting unconfirmed estimates of up to 10,000 deaths, the of-
ficial Government figures already stand in the thousands.  The toll is likely to increase in the 
comings days as assessment teams get to remote areas which are without power and communi-
cation following one of the most powerful storms ever recorded.

On Sunday I announced emergency funding from Ireland of one million Euros towards the 
relief effort for Typhoon Haiyan and I separately authorised the dispatch of 103 tonnes of essen-
tial shelter items for distribution to families worst affected by the disaster. Ireland was amongst 
the first countries to respond to this disaster. 

The one million Euros of Irish Aid funding will be made available through trusted partners 
and will go towards shelter, food, water and health. This is in addition to the deployment of 
stocks to the Philippines from our base in the UN Humanitarian Relief Depot in Dubai. In total 
599 tents, 700 tarpaulins, 10,000 blankets and 880 ropes were dispatched to arrive in Cebu this 
morning (Wednesday 13 November) and will be distributed to affected communities by Plan 
Ireland. This contribution from Ireland is valued at €570,000. Irish Aid is actively considering 
a further airlift of essential shelter items in the coming days on the basis of forthcoming needs 
assessments.

My officials are in daily contact with UNOCHA, UNICEF and WFP on requirements for de-
ployment of technical experts from the Irish Rapid Response Corps. This Corps has a dedicated 
cadre of specialists in the areas of information management, logistics, protection, engineering 
and technical sectors and we currently have eight specialists available and on standby for de-
ployment. 

Next week’s EU Foreign Affairs Council should provide an opportunity to discuss the 
broader EU effort in the Philippines and my officials are also in regular contact with the Eu-
ropean Commission’s Directorate for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO). On 8 
November, ECHO deployed a team of four experts to the Philippines to assess the impact of 
Typhoon Haiyan in coordination with national authorities, the UN, and the Red Cross Move-
ment. It is expected that further humanitarian personnel will be deployed from ECHO’s office 
in Bangkok in order to boost support to the relief efforts.  Following the activation of the EU 
Civil Protection Mechanism on 10 November, a further team of civil protection specialists has 
been also been deployed. ECHO has made available €3 million in emergency funding to sup-
port the immediate relief efforts in the areas worst affected by the Typhoon, in response to the 
Government of the Philippines’ appeal for international assistance.

14/11/2013WRC00150North-South Ministerial Council

14/11/2013WRC0020034. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the issues discussed at the recent North-South Ministerial Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [48711/13]

14/11/2013WRC00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
most recent meeting of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in plenary format was 
held in Armagh on 8 November 2013. This was the seventeenth Plenary meeting of the NSMC.  
At the meeting, discussions covered a wide range of financial, economic and EU matters includ-
ing the economic challenges faced in both jurisdictions.  Ministers reviewed the progress made 
on the areas of co-operation and by the North/South Bodies.  The actions being undertaken 
by each Administration to help support economic recovery and the importance of attracting 
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Foreign Direct Investment and ensuring adequate access to credit within the banking sector in 
each jurisdiction was recognised as was the disposal of assets by NAMA in ways which would 
support economic recovery in both jurisdictions.  Ministers agreed that they should continue to 
prioritise economic recovery, job creation, the best use of public funds and the most effective 
delivery of services for their citizens.

The contribution of the Tourism Industry to both economies was highlighted, particularly 
the success of ongoing, initiatives including The Gathering Ireland 2013 and the UK City of 
Culture celebrations. Ministers also looked forward to the hosting of the Giro d’Italia on the 
island in 2014.  Opportunities for cooperation in developing trade links with emerging markets 
on an all-island basis were also discussed. Our Embassies continue to be available to assist 
trade missions from both parts of the island and individual companies from either North or 
South or on an all-island basis to take advantage of opportunities for mutual cooperation.

There was discussion about progress made to date under the Building a Prosperous and 
United Community economic package for Northern Ireland, and Ministers reaffirmed their 
commitment to the package. The importance of European funding to both jurisdictions was 
recognised, particularly the new PEACE and INTERREG funding programmes and exploring 
further possibilities for mutually beneficial collaboration to draw down funding. There was also 
a discussion on youth unemployment. Ministers agreed that, where possible, we should work 
together to make the most of the common approaches being taken North and South to deal with 
this key issue for the whole island.

Following my recent visit to Derry I was pleased that we had an opportunity to discuss the 
North West Gateway Initiative and to encourage forward momentum on it. We noted that a re-
port on the outcome of the consultation on the Initiative with key stakeholders in the North West 
will be brought to a future NSMC Institutional meeting.  

With regard to the St Andrews Agreement Review, the Council agreed that Ministers will 
now consider their priorities for further co-operation in their respective sectoral areas.  The out-
come of this exercise will be considered at a future NSMC Institutional meeting.  Immediately 
before the Plenary meeting the Taoiseach, First Minister, deputy First Minister and I attended a 
conference in Armagh, organized by the GAA, IRFU and IFA which explored the role of sport 
in reconciliation. During the Plenary meeting Ministers endorsed the ongoing collaboration 
between sporting organisations to tackle racism, sectarianism and division.

Ministers expressed their continuing support for the concept of the Narrow Water Bridge 
and asked for an urgent analysis of the issues involved, with the priority being not to lose the 
EU funding involved.  We will continue to work closely and constructively on all of these issues 
with our Northern colleagues.

14/11/2013WRC00350Election Monitoring Missions

14/11/2013WRC0040035. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 65 of 18 June 2013, if he will clarify when and the reason 
the selection interviews were abandoned and replaced by a paper based selection process; if 
he will detail the fees and expenses paid to each of the assessors; if he will clarify the date the 
final review appeal process was established and the reason for establishing it; if all unsuccessful 
candidates were notified of their option to avail of the appeal option; if not, if he will direct that 
they now be informed; the number of appeals received and if any of the appeals were upheld 
in favour of the appealing candidates; if the Ombudsman has been in contact with his Depart-
ment in respect of any unsuccessful candidate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[48721/13]

14/11/2013WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Inter-
national election monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion of democracy 
and human rights. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains and administers a 
roster of observers for such missions.  The aim is to ensure that, when requested, Ireland is 
represented at an appropriate level in international observation missions for both elections and 
constitutional referendums.  My Department carried out a comprehensive review of the election 
observation roster earlier this year.  The Information Note for Applicants, which was posted 
on the Department’s websites, stated that interviews would be held in the event that a large 
number of applicants met the minimum eligibility requirements.  In the event, only 263 eligible 
applications were received for a roster to comprise of 200 individuals and 10 reserve panellists.  
Given that this number was not significantly higher than the number of places available on the 
roster, the selection process was confined to an assessment of the written applications only and 
an interview stage was not included.

All eligible applications were scored independently by two assessors external to the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade against the four criteria published in the Information Note for 
Applicants.  The assessors were paid fees of €200 per day in accordance with the fees payable 
for service on interview boards as set out in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Circular E12/1/70.  Assessors were also paid travel expenses, amounting to a total of less than 
€50, for travel to and from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

All unsuccessful applicants to the roster were invited to request feedback on their applica-
tions and feedback has been provided on this basis to 18 individuals.  In addition, in my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 67 of 29 May 2013, I outlined the offer of a review process. This 
was to be conducted by a senior official who had not been involved in the roster review.  On 
foot of feedback received, two unsuccessful applicants requested a final review of their applica-
tions.  In both cases, the reviewer was of the view that the scoring of the applications was fair 
and impartial overall.  In one case, it was recommended that the applicant’s score be adjusted 
marginally upwards.  This adjustment did not affect the final outcome in relation to placement 
on the roster.

The Department has been in ongoing contact with one of the applicant’s who sought a re-
view.  This applicant has made information requests under the Freedom of Information Acts, 
which have been acted on by the Department in compliance with the relevant legislation.  Spe-
cifically, the Office of the Information Commissioner has been in contact with the Department 
regarding an application for review lodged by the applicant to that Office.  The Department is 
fully engaging in this review process.

14/11/2013WRC00550Passport Application Refusals

14/11/2013WRC0060036. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if alternative arrangements will be entered into in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48756/13]

14/11/2013WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): An 
application for the named person was received by the Department on 10 September, 2013.  It 
has been rejected on two occasions under the Passports Act, 2008 for her national passport as 
evidence of her identity.  This application has been reviewed by the Department and the Depart-
ment is satisfied that the submitted items in respect of identity namely her driver’s license, her 
birth certificate and a travel document, which was issued by the Department of Justice, Equality 
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and Defence on 30 September, 2008, are sufficient to finalise her passport application.  Accord-
ingly, I am pleased to inform you that her passport was issued on 13 November, 2013.

14/11/2013WRC00750National Pensions Reserve Fund Administration

14/11/2013WRC0080037. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the total amount in euro 
the National Pensions Reserve Fund provided in a bridging loan facility to Irish Water to meet 
the costs arising to the end of 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48598/13]

14/11/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In September 2013, the National Pen-
sions Reserve Fund (NPRF) agreed a €250 million two-year bridging facility with Irish Water 
to provide short-term funding for its start-up costs and metering installation costs.  To date, 
€160 million has been drawn down by Irish Water and the balance is expected to be called in 
January 2014.

14/11/2013WRC00950Property Taxation Administration

14/11/2013WRC0100038. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will change the date of 1 No-
vember being the effective date for payment of property tax in the following year as this disen-
franchises persons who sell a home during November and December who will not be living in 
that dwelling in the following year.  [48607/13]

14/11/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a per-
son owns a residential property on the liability date, which was 1 May 2013 for 2013, and, for 
subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year.  Section 119 of the Act sets out the dates 
for payment of the LPT, and clarifies that, while the LPT is due by reference to a liability date, 
it is not payable until a later date.  For the year 2014, the liability date is 1 November 2013 and 
the tax is payable on or before 1 January 2014.

Where a liable person sells their residential property between 2 November 2013 and 31 De-
cember 2013, provided that they owned the property on 1 November 2013, they will be liable 
to pay LPT on that property for 2014.  Detailed guidance on LPT issues arising in the context 
of the sale or transfer of a residential property, including this issue, were prepared by the Rev-
enue Commissioners in consultation with the Law Society and published earlier this year.  They 
are available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/sale-transfer-property.
html.

For a tax such as LPT to function properly, legislation must specify a liability date for the 
tax to have application for a particular year.  Whatever date is prescribed, the question of li-
ability when there is a change of ownership has to be managed.  I expect that the LPT liability 
involved is likely to be factored in during negotiations between the parties on the sale price and 
the closing date of a contract. 

Having a liability date before the year commences is preferable from an administrative point 
of view as there is certainty about who the liable person is for the coming year, that person has a 
reasonable amount of time to make the necessary provisions and they have access to the widest 
possible range of options for paying the tax.  In particular, the liable person can put the required 
arrangements in place to ensure that phased payments by way of direct debit or deduction at 
source from employment, occupational pension or from certain Government payments would 
commence from January 2014 and would spread payment of the full LPT liability evenly over 
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the course of 2014.  I do not intend to change the liability date as specified in the legislation.

14/11/2013WRC01150Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRC0120039. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Finance the differences between a credit 
union and its members in County Kilkenny (details supplied) and that of the case outlined in 
the Sunday Times on the 29 September 2013; if he will outline in detail the criteria for same; 
his views on the matter with particular reference to the credit union in question; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48619/13]

14/11/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately I am not in a position 
to comment on the specifics of any accounts with IBRC which is now in liquidation. As the 
Deputy is aware there are a number of depositors who fall outside the eligibility criteria for 
the ELG Scheme due to the nature and timing of the investment in certain structured products. 
Unfortunately, if a deposit is not eligible under the ELG scheme the depositor will rank as an 
unsecured creditor in the liquidation.  At the time that this product was purchased by credit 
unions, there was no additional guarantee provided by the State.

Eligible liabilities which may be guaranteed under the ELG Scheme must have been taken 
out with Anglo Irish Bank after 28 January 2010 or with the Irish Nationwide Building Society 
after 3 February 2010 and with an initial maturity under five years. It was always the case that 
the ELG scheme covered only those liabilities which were entered into during the issuance 
window.  The NTMA are responsible for the administration of the ELG Scheme and claims or 
queries in relation to eligibility can be made to +353 (0) 1 238 4700 (available from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.) or elginfo@ntma.ie.

14/11/2013WRC01350Property Taxation Collection

14/11/2013WRC0140040. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the local property tax. [48645/13]

14/11/2013WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am fully aware of the issues that have 
been raised concerning once-off payments by credit card.  The subject was extensively dealt with 
by the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners in her appearance before the Joint Committee 
on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on 7 November 2013.  Similar questions concern-
ing payment of the 2014 LPT liability by credit card have been raised by a number of Depu-
ties and I provided a detailed response on 5 November to Questions Nos. 202 (46491/13), 214 
(46815/13), 215 (46879/13), 216 (46881/13), 229 (46999/13), 232 (47059/13), 239 (47101/13), 
143 (47110/13) and 252 (47136/13).

The Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax governed by the Pay and File provisions 
in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) and filing dates and payment dates 
are set out in the legislation.  There is no question of having to pay LPT two months in advance 
because of the wide range of payment methods offered by Revenue.  Those who opt to pay the 
tax by debit or credit card have up to 27 November 2013 to choose this payment option online.

The Deputy has compared the LPT to Motor Tax but the legislation and administrative sys-
tems are entirely different.  For example, unlike Motor Tax, the LPT can be paid in one lump 
sum almost three months after the due date, or can be paid in instalments throughout the year, 
without interest or extra charges.  While the proposal to introduce an LPT “tax disc” is interest-
ing, normal Revenue provisions regarding taxpayer confidentiality would appear to preclude its 
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implementation.

14/11/2013WRC01525Tax Reliefs Availability

14/11/2013WRC0160041. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will expand the scope 
of the home renovation incentive scheme to allow homeowners to avail of the grant if they 
wish to put in the safety precaution measures to make their houses safe from toxic radon gas.  
[48686/13]

14/11/2013WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget.  This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work car-
ried out on a principal private residence.  There is no VAT relief under this scheme.  Qualifying 
expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of 
€5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work 
exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum credit of €4,050 will apply.  The credit is pay-
able over the two years following the year in which the work is carried out.  Works carried out 
between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 2013 will be considered to have taken place in 
2014 for the purposes of awarding the tax credit.

Homeowners must be Local Property Tax compliant in order to qualify under the Incentive, 
while building contractors must be tax compliant in order to carry out works.  The scheme will 
be administered through Revenue’s online systems.  Contractors will be required to inform 
Revenue in advance of details of works to be carried and will also be required to notify Revenue 
in relation to any payments received in respect of the works. Homeowners will be able to view 
the information provided to Revenue by the contractor through the Revenue electronic systems 
and will also claim the relief through those systems.  The installation of radon gas mitigation 
solutions will be included for the purposes of this scheme.

14/11/2013WRD00150Tax Reliefs Availability

14/11/2013WRD0020042. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that Allied Irish Banks has changed the way its staff can purchase annual travel tick-
ets and that the staff are now required to pay an external private company a commission on top 
of the face value of the tickets; if this commission attracts tax and PRSI relief; his views on this 
change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48708/13]

14/11/2013WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by AIB that the 
bank does not publicly disclose the details of contracts with individual external service provid-
ers.  AIB utilises the expertise of a number of different third party firms on a case by case basis, 
subject to an evaluation of the bank’s requirements, costs and the relevant external parties.  AIB 
is focused on a significant cost reduction programme and, as part of this process, has policies 
and procedures in place in respect of the appointment of external third parties.  I understand that 
as part of the cost cutting process, the staff are being charged commission to cover the cost of 
the administration of the annual travel pass scheme.  All external service provider contracts en-
tered into by AIB comply with AIB’s policy in relation to engaging external service providers.

I have also been informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a benefit in kind charge 
under the provisions of Section 118 TCA 1997 arises where an employer incurs expense in the 
provision of living or other accommodation, entertainment, domestic or other services, or other 
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benefits or facilities of whatever nature.  The charge is based on the amount of the expense that 
is not made good to the employer by the employee.  

However, section 118(5A) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides that a benefit-in-
kind charge shall not apply to the expense incurred by a body corporate in or in connection with 
the provision for a director or employee of an annual bus, railway or ferry travel pass issued 
by or on behalf of one or more approved transport providers.  Accordingly, the director or em-
ployee receives the benefit of the travel pass free of income tax, PRSI and USC.

If the employer incurred any incidental expenses such as commission in the provision of a 
travel pass, these expenses would also be covered by the BIK exemption.

Where an employer facilitates a salary sacrifice scheme whereby the employer incurs the 
expense initially in providing the travel pass and the employee forgoes the right to receive 
part of his or her remuneration to make good that expense to the employer, the amount of the 
remuneration forgone is exempt from income tax, PRSI and USC in accordance with section 
118B(2)(a).

14/11/2013WRD00350Insurance Industry Issues

14/11/2013WRD0040043. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank was 
aware of any issues of concern at Irish operations of Royal and Sun Alliance prior to the com-
pany’s announcement of the suspension of three senior executives after issues regarding Irish 
claims and finance functions were identified during an internal audit within the company itself; 
if the Central Bank had been or is now planning to undertake an investigation into the issues 
involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48716/13]

14/11/2013WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that in my role as Minister for Finance I have responsibility for the development of the legal 
framework governing financial regulation, including insurance. The day to day responsibility 
for the supervision of financial institutions is a matter for the Central Bank which is statutorily 
independent in the exercise of its regulatory functions.  

The Central Bank of Ireland has had an on-going programme of engagement with RSA In-
surance Ireland (RSAII) since the implementation of the Central Bank’s Probability Risk and 
Impact System - PRISM, as it does with all high impact companies.  This programme includes 
eight on-site inspections over a two year period and on-going meetings with key role holders 
such as the Chief Executive Officer, Chief Finance Officer, Chief Risk Officer, etc.  The Central 
Bank carried out an onsite review of claims cases in RSAII in August 2013.  The Central Bank 
identified an issue with regard to delays in increasing case reserves on large claims in a timely 
manner and this informed the terms of an internal audit that RSAII had already scheduled in 
relation to the same area.  

RSAII brought the findings of the internal audit report to the attention of the Central Bank as 
soon as they became known.  The terms of reference for a further multi-stranded investigation 
and review were outlined to the Central Bank as were the interim measures that the company 
planned in relation to the executive team.  Further additional measures felt necessary by the 
Central Bank were incorporated by RSA into its actions.  PWC have been onsite in the RSAII 
since the week before last as part of this investigation. 

The RSA Group provided an injection of €100m in capital last week after discussions with 
the Central Bank.  The RSA Group has assured the Central Bank that it will provide any further 
capital required should it be necessary at the end of the current investigation.  The Central Bank 
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has not had to take direct supervisory measures due to the swift and prompt action by RSA and 
its on-going engagement with the Central Bank.  The Central Bank will continue to liaise with 
RSA Ireland, PWC and other stakeholders to ensure that all matters identified are resolved to 
the Central Bank’s satisfaction.

14/11/2013WRD00550Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRD0060044. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the back-
ground to the decision of the Central Bank to seek High Court approval for the transfer of 
Newbridge Credit Union to Permanent TSB; the consultations held with the bank prior to the 
application to the High Court; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48717/13]

14/11/2013WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The decision to transfer Newbridge 
Credit Union’s assets and liabilities to permanent tsb bank was taken following the withdrawal 
of Naas Credit Union from the process.  It was in the context of a possible liquidation which 
would have seen unprotected savings of €1.1m lost, that the Department of Finance, with the 
support of the Central Bank, requested permanent tsb bank to undertake this transaction.  The 
participation of permanent tsb, for which I would like to express my thanks, has brought stabil-
ity and certainty to the situation and specifically to the members and staff of Newbridge Credit 
Union and has provided an alternative to liquidation. This transfer means that Newbridge Credit 
Union members can be assured that they can continue to operate their loan and deposit accounts 
as normal.  The Central Bank has published extensive information on its website* setting out 
the details of the transfer, including the relevant background material and financial details.

*http://www.centralbank.ie/press-area/press-releases/Pages/CentralBankconfirmstransfer-
ofNewbridgeCreditUniontopermanenttsb.aspx.

14/11/2013WRD00750Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRD0080045. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of credit unions 
the Central Bank believes will require remedial action; if he will specify the work that is ongo-
ing in that regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48718/13]

14/11/2013WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that, 
based on data submitted by credit unions as at 30 September 2013, some 20 credit unions have 
reported regulatory reserves below the minimum requirement of 10 per cent of assets.  This 
gives rise to a capital shortfall in the region of €11 million in total.  The Central Bank is continu-
ing to work through a portfolio of approximately 100 credit unions on a case by case basis.  The 
programme of work to engage with such credit unions is informed by the following:

- levels of arrears;

- Inadequate bad debt provisions;

- High fixed asset to total asset ratio and

- Other supervisory concerns including weak lending practices.

The outcomes of these engagements can include some or all of the following:

- Governance changes;
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- Risk mitigation programmes;

- Lending and other business restrictions;

- Requirements for credit unions to seek capital support.

14/11/2013WRD00950Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRD0100046. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of fees charged 
to date by the special manager of Newbridge Credit Union since his appointment; the person 
who pays the bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48719/13]

14/11/2013WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that from 13 January 2012 to 26 April 2013 a total of €1,252,142 was approved for pay-
ment to the Special Manager by the High Court.  The Special Manager rates were reduced after 
one month from €423 to €375 with the approval of the High Court.  This included a correspond-
ing fee reduction for staff working for the Special Manager.  The fees concerned were paid by 
Newbridge Credit Union Limited.  I have also been informed that the Special Manager has not 
been paid any fees since 26 April 2013.  As part of the transfer order to PTSB, approved by the 
High Court on 10 November 2013, a further accrual for Special Manager fees from 27 April 
2013 to 10 November 2013 of €537,000 formed part of the liabilities transferred to PTSB.  The 
financial incentive paid to PTSB as part of the transfer reflects this amount.  However, fees to 
be paid to the Special Manager during that period have not been agreed at this point.  In that 
regard, the fees payable cannot be greater than €537,000. 

14/11/2013WRD01150Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

14/11/2013WRD0120047. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 99 of 20 December 2012, if he will provide the corresponding figures in respect of 
2011 and, if available, 2012.  [48724/13]

14/11/2013WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Landlords cannot claim mortgage inter-
est relief which is only available for owner occupiers in respect of their principal private resi-
dence.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that landlords may deduct 75% of the 
interest on money borrowed to purchase, improve or repair commercial property from the gross 
rent when computing their rental profits for tax purposes on that property. Interest incurred be-
fore the first occupation of the property by a tenant for the purposes of a trade or undertaking, 
or between lettings, is not deductible.  Based on personal income tax returns filed by non-PAYE 
taxpayers for the tax year 2011, the latest year available, the amount of tax foregone by allow-
ing a deduction for interest on borrowings to be offset against domestic rental income assess-
able under Case V, Schedule D for both residential and commercial property was in the region 
of  €690 million and the number of claims by individual taxpayers was 124,021.  It is not pos-
sible to break down these costs between commercial and residential property.

In relation to interest claimed as a deduction against foreign rental income, based on per-
sonal income tax returns filed by non-PAYE taxpayers for the tax year 2011, the latest year 
available, the estimated tax cost is estimated at €66 million in respect of and the number of 
14,501 claims by individual taxpayers. 

New claims cannot be separately identified from ongoing claims in the data source and ac-
cordingly the relevant details of these cannot be shown separately.
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These estimates are based on assuming that tax relief was allowed at the top income tax 
rate of 41% and the figures provided could, therefore, be regarded as the maximum Exchequer 
costs in respect of those taxpayers.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they are 
not in a position to provide data for 2012 as the tax returns for that year are not yet fully filed or 
processed.  The figures shown are subject to adjustment in the event of late returns being filed 
or where returns already filed are subsequently amended.

It should be noted that any corresponding data returned by PAYE taxpayers in the income 
tax return form 12 is not captured in the Revenue computer system. However, any PAYE tax-
payer with non-PAYE income greater than €3,174 chargeable to tax is required to complete an 
income tax return form 11.  This return is the source of the figures provided in this reply.  As 
rental income of companies is returned as net of interest on borrowings, the figures for interest 
are not separately distinguishable and there is, therefore, no basis on which an estimate of the 
cost in respect of companies can be given.

I am also advised by the Commissioners that the legislative provision which allows a deduc-
tion for interest on borrowings used for the purchase, improvement or repair of rental property 
outside the State (section 71(4) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA 1997)) was intro-
duced by Finance Act 1974, and provides a similar deduction in respect of interest for the own-
ers of such property as applies in respect of owners of rental property in the State (section 97(2)
(e) TCA 1997).

Any change or discontinuance of the existing interest deduction for properties outside the 
State could fall foul of EU law on grounds of discrimination in that different tax treatments 
would apply here for some residents of the State as compared with other residents of the State.  
In addition, it would likely fall foul of EU law in terms of restricting the free movement of 
capital within the Union.

14/11/2013WRD01350Tax Code

14/11/2013WRD0140048. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 250 of 29 January 2013, the changes, if any, that have been made to capture data on the 
location of foreign property that avail of this tax break, especially non-EEA located property; 
and if no changes have been made the reason for same.  [48725/13]

14/11/2013WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the current version of the annual Income Tax return form distinguishes between 
Irish rental properties and foreign rental properties.  The return form also seeks details, inter 
alia, of rental income received and allowable interest regardless of whether the property in 
question is Irish or foreign.  The return form, however, does not currently require details of the 
location of any foreign rental property and there are no plans to amend the next version of the 
return to capture such details.  Section 71(4) Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for a de-
duction for interest on borrowings used for the purchase, improvement or repair of rental prop-
erty outside the State and there is no requirement to identify the precise location of non-Irish 
rental properties for the purposes of such claims.  In the circumstances, seeking such additional 
information from owners of foreign properties would add to the administrative burden on these 
taxpayers for no specific legislative purpose.   

14/11/2013WRD01550EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

14/11/2013WRD0160049. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when a final decision will be 
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made on whether the Government will apply for a precautionary credit line as part of Ireland’s 
exit from the troika programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48726/13]

14/11/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government decided this morning 
that Ireland is now in the best position to exit the EU-IMF programme of financial assistance 
on December 15 without the need to pre-arrange a new precautionary credit line from our EU 
and IMF partners.

14/11/2013WRE00200NTMA Cash Reserves

14/11/2013WRE0030050. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash reserves 
currently held by the National Treasury Management Agency; the anticipated amount that will 
be held at 31 December 2013; if the NTMA has any plans to borrow further money on the mar-
kets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48727/13]

14/11/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The cash balance at the Exchequer ac-
count along with other short-term cash management balances, which are managed by the Na-
tional Treasury Management Agency (NTMA).I am informed by the NTMA that the Exchequer 
had €21.9 billion on hand in Exchequer cash and other short-term cash management balances 
at the end of October 2013. 

On 1 October the NTMA announced that it would defer consideration of any further me-
dium/long-term issuance until early 2014 in view of its relatively strong funding position. Trea-
sury Bill auctions for the final quarter of 2013 have also been suspended. 

Budget 2014 projected Exchequer cash balances of approximately €21.5 billion at the end 
of this year, sufficient to cover between twelve and fifteen months of estimated Exchequer fi-
nancing needs.  The 7-year extension in EFSM/EFSF maximum average maturities during 2013 
along with the February IBRC Promissory Note transaction significantly reduce our funding 
needs in the coming years.  These positive developments strengthen Ireland’s ability to access 
medium to long-term market funding, which is expected to be in a range of six to ten billion 
euro during 2014.

14/11/2013WRE00500Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRE0060051. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Permanent TSB have 
been indemnified against any future losses at Newbridge Credit Union in excess of the losses 
covered by the injection of €53 million in capital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48774/13]

14/11/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have agreed to the Governor of the 
Central Bank’s request for the payment of a financial incentive to transfer the assets and liabili-
ties of Newbridge Credit Union to Permanent TSB (excluding the premises) of up to €53.9m. 
This involves:

- €23m in cash up front (to fill the hole in the balance sheet);

- restructuring and integration costs €4.25m; 

- €2m for other transferring liabilities; and 

- a risk share on the transferring loans whereby the State will absorb 50% of the losses 
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where loans perform below their transfer value and 50% of the gains where they perform above 
the transfer value. If these loans were written off entirely with no recovery this would result in 
an additional €24.7m total cost. 

Permanent TSB has not been indemnified against any future losses at Newbridge Credit 
Union in excess of the losses covered by the financial incentive of €53.9m.

14/11/2013WRE00800Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRE0090052. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to put addi-
tional money into the credit union fund following recent events at Newbridge Credit Union; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48775/13]

14/11/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government has set up two funds 
to support the stability of the credit union sector. The Credit Union Fund contains €250 million 
for the purpose of voluntary restructuring under the Credit Union Restructuring Board - ReBo. 

The Government put €250 million into the Resolution Fund which was set up under the 
Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) Act 2011. The Resolution Fund provided sup-
port for the transfer of Newbridge Credit Union to PTSB. As the incentive will cost up to €53.9 
million, I do not envisage additional money being required for the Fund at this time. 

14/11/2013WRE01100Credit Unions

14/11/2013WRE0120053. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when a full report setting out 
the details of the cause of the financial difficulties at Newbridge Credit Union will be available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48776/13]

14/11/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has published an ex-
tensive range of material on its website in relation to the Newbridge Credit Union transfer pro-
cess including details on the background to this decision. This information includes a resolution 
report prepared for the Governor of the Central Bank and an affidavit prepared for the hearing 
on 10 November in the High Court.

14/11/2013WRE01400Insurance Compensation Fund

14/11/2013WRE0150054. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are any implications 
for the Insurance Compensation Fund from recent events at RSA Ireland; if RSA Ireland sought 
assistance from the Insurance Compensation Fund; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [48777/13]

14/11/2013WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Insurance Compensation Fund 
(ICF) was established under the Insurance Act, 1964 (the Act).  Under the Act only court ap-
pointed administrators and liquidators of insurance companies can apply to the courts for access 
to the ICF.

No administrator or liquidator has been appointed to RSA Insurance Ireland by the courts 
and therefore there are no implications for the ICF.
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14/11/2013WRE01700NAMA Portfolio Issues

14/11/2013WRE0180055. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
National Asset Management Agency can assist in improving the supply of houses available to 
rent or purchase in the Dublin region; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48778/13]

14/11/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA is making and will continue to 
make an important contribution to new supply in the Dublin residential property market.  I out-
lined in my Budget 2014 speech that it is NAMA’s expectation, at this juncture, that its funding 
will contribute about 4,500 houses and apartments in terms of new supply in the Dublin market 
in the period to 2015.  This is a significant output in the context of current house completion 
levels in Dublin.  In 2012 just over 1,200 new houses and apartments were completed in Dublin.

In addition, NAMA is overseeing the rental by debtors and receivers of close to 10,000 
residential properties nationally, mainly apartments in Dublin.  This reflects the strong rental 
demand for apartments in Dublin.  NAMA is also overseeing the sale of houses in Dublin by 
NAMA debtors and receivers and has made over 1,200 properties available to local authorities 
to meet demand for social housing in Dublin.

In terms of NAMA’s contribution to existing and potential future supply, the Agency’s lim-
ited exposure to residential property in Ireland should be noted.  NAMA debtors and receivers 
control less than 1% of the national residential stock.  In Dublin, houses under NAMA control 
constitute only 0.3% of the Dublin housing stock; in the case of apartments, NAMA debtors 
and receivers control less than 5% of the Dublin apartment market.  Therefore, while NAMA 
will contribute as much as it can to resolve supply shortages, other sources of funding and sup-
ply will be needed to meet projected housing demand over the medium-term in Dublin and this 
Government is engaging extensively with the wider banking and property sectors in this regard.

14/11/2013WRE02000NAMA Portfolio Value

14/11/2013WRE0210056. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the total value of artwork 
disposed of by the National Asset Management Agency to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48779/13]

14/11/2013WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that the value of such 
sales is of the order of €2m to date. 

14/11/2013WRE02300Home Repossession Rate

14/11/2013WRE0240057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned at the sig-
nificant rise in the number of home repossession actions being taken by banks during the month 
of October; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48780/13]

14/11/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The strong view of the Government is 
that, in respect of co-operating borrowers under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process, re-
possession of a person’s primary home should only be considered as a last resort and that every 
effort should be made to agree a sustainable arrangement as an alternative to repossession.  The 
policy measures adopted by Government are built on that overall objective.  

The Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) places an onus on the 
banks, in respect of a co-operating borrower, to explore all the options for an alternative repay-
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ment arrangement offered by the lender to address a mortgage difficulty before any legal action 
is considered.  Furthermore, under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) process, 
the Central Bank is now requiring the main lenders to work through their mortgages in arrears 
of more than 90 days and, where possible, to propose and conclude sustainable restructures 
with their borrowers in arrears.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Governor of the Central Bank 
has stated that any bank proceeding to legal recourse with co-operating borrowers, or where 
alternative sustainable arrangements were available, is not acting in a manner consistent with 
the MART process, or with the CCMA.

The initial results of the Central Bank’s audit of the banks’ end of June target will be avail-
able shortly. This will provide an independent assessment on the compliance by the banks with 
all the MART requirements.

Of course, the CCMA and MART can only work in circumstances where the borrower co-
operates with the lender and engages with the process.  Where this does not happen, the lender 
may have no other option but to go down the legal route to deal with an arrears case.  However, 
if that course of action leads the borrower to commence a constructive engagement, this can 
lead to a more favourable outcome for the respective parties. 

The Deputy will be aware that there are also now new insolvency resolution options avail-
able to a borrower under the Personal Insolvency Act. The Courts now have the power to ad-
journ legal proceedings in respect of a primary home to see if a Personal Insolvency Arrange-
ment can be explored and agreed as an alternative to repossession.

Regretfully, however it must be accepted that due to the individual circumstances, not all 
mortgages can be made sustainable. There will sometimes be circumstances where the person 
will have to lose ownership of the home.  Indeed, in such cases this may be in the best overall 
long term interests of all parties. The Central Bank has stated that it does not expect that repos-
session will be the lender’s preferred solution to mortgage difficulties and in most cases engage-
ment by the borrower will make the legal option unnecessary.  However in circumstances where 
the borrower does not engage with a lender to address a mortgage difficulty and, subject to fully 
complying with the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, there may be no other option for the 
lender but to commence legal proceedings.

14/11/2013WRF00150Banking Sector Issues

14/11/2013WRF0020058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it 
would be beneficial for the economy if the banks passed on the ECB interest rate reduction; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48781/13]

14/11/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Macroeconomic simulations published 
at the time of the Budget suggest that a lower-than-expected interest rate environment would 
be likely to result in greater-than-forecast growth in economic activity and employment.  I, as 
Minister for Finance, have no statutory role in relation to the mortgage interest rates charged by 
regulated financial institutions.  It is a commercial matter for the banks concerned.

This interest rate is determined taking into account a broad range of factors, including Euro-
pean Central Bank base rates, deposit rates, market funding costs, the competitive environment 
and an institution’s overall funding. 

14/11/2013WRF00350School Staffing
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14/11/2013WRF0040059. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of retired teachers who are currently employed in non-fee paying secondary and primary 
schools as substitute teachers; his views that this practice is reducing the number of teaching 
places available for new teachers; if any measures will be taken to prevent the continuation of 
teachers who are already receiving pensions working as a substitute teacher, particularly in the 
school where they were previously in full employment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48590/13]

14/11/2013WRF00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The policy of my Depart-
ment is to ensure, as far as possible, that the Managerial Authorities of schools give priority to 
unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling vacant teaching posts. It is 
important to note that schools themselves employ teachers and not the Department of Education 
and Skills.

However my Department has issued a number of circulars addressing this issue in recent 
years. Under these circulars school Principal’s must maintain a list of unemployed registered 
teachers who are available for substitute work at short notice and report to the Board of Man-
agement on any exceptional occasion where they have to engage a registered teacher who is 
retired. Circular 31/2011 details a cascade of measures for recruitment of teachers, prioritising 
registered teachers over retired registered teachers and unregistered people.

A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 February 2012 will commence at the 
first point of the incremental salary scale. Incremental credit for service prior to 1 February 
2012, qualification allowances and certain job role allowances are also not payable.

This measure represents a significant financial disincentive for teachers who retired at the 
top of their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.  The 
first point of the teacher’s salary scale represents the lowest point or starting salary for teach-
ers. Thus it was decided that retired teachers would be placed at that point of the scale.  I will 
arrange to forward the information directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

14/11/2013WRF00550Teaching Council of Ireland

14/11/2013WRF0060060. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the total income and breakdown of income from registration and assess-
ment fees for the Teaching Council as reported in its financial statements for every year since 
its inception to date; the total expenditure for the Teaching Council as reported in its financial 
statements for every year since its inception to date; the total taxation paid by the Teaching 
Council as reported in its financial statements for every year since its inception to date; the total 
net current assets of the Teaching Council as reported in its financial statements for every year 
since its inception to date; the total staff costs, wages and salaries, pension costs and number of 
employees in the Teaching Council as reported in its financial statements for every year since 
its inception to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48591/13]

14/11/2013WRF0070061. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the annual wage of all employees in the Teaching Council who are reported 
as employees, rather than agency staff or temporary employees, in its financial statements for 
every year since its inception to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48592/13]

14/11/2013WRF00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 60 and 61 together.

The Teaching Council was established on a statutory basis in March 2006. The information 
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requested by the Deputy in respect of the financial statements of the Teaching Council since 
its establishment is set out in the table.  This information is also available on the Teaching 
Council’s website as part of its published financial statements and is laid in the Houses of the 
Oireachtas annually.  Income for 2013 will be reduced by approx. €2m due to a reduction in the 
annual renewal fee from €90 to €65.

Income 2006 (9 
Months)

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Total Income € 1,141,988 3,281,830 6,088,456 6,833,957 7,185,980 7,135,583 8,031,107
Registration & 
Assessment Fees €

141,308 248,866 5,274,879 6,711,842 6,985,948 6,783,163 7,517,566

Total Expenditure € 1,109,090 3,047,432 4,232,612 3,779,512 3,892,431 4,012,499 4,573,689
Total Taxation € - - 495 250 48,985 84,280 148,763
Total Net Current 
Assets €

-170,799 -82,051 1,736,112 4,809,784 7,988,376 11,068,645 14,331,712

Total Staff Costs € 468,728 1,461,198 2,105,651 1,874,768 1,990,648 1,953,259 2,162,318
Number of 
Employees

10 25 41 41 39 37 41

Annual Salaries of 
Employees €

352,237 1,058,113 1,671,528 1,709,879 1,541,465 1,369,286 1,347,130

14/11/2013WRF00850Plean Teanga

14/11/2013WRF0090062. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil nó 
an mbeidh cúinsí sochtheangeolaíochta curtha san áireamh agus scoileanna le haghaidh stádas 
DEIS á roghnú ag a Roinn, ó tharla gur foilsíodh an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010 - 2030 
inar dúradh: Leanfar de bheith ag tabhairt deise do gach dalta Gaeltachta a gcuid oideachais a 
fháil trí mheán na Gaeilge. Déanfaidh an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna i gcomhairle leis 
an Roinn Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta iniúchadh ar na socruithe oiriúnacha don 
soláthar sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [48593/13]

14/11/2013WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Is é an bunchritéar, agus scoil 
á roghnú le bheith rannpháirteach i scéim DEIS, leibhéal míbhuntáiste na scoile i gcomparáid 
le scoileanna eile. Tar éis próiseas aitheantais, ar aon dul le dea-chleachtas idirnáisiúnta, inar 
úsáideadh na foinsí sonraí ab fhearr dá raibh ar fáil, roghnaíodh na scoileanna is mó a mhea-
star atá faoi mhíbhuntáiste le bheith rannpháirteach i gclár DEIS. Ba é an Foras Taighde ar 
Oideachas a bhí i mbun an phróisis aitheantais thar cheann na Roinne, agus bhí tacaíocht aige ó 
obair ar dhearbhú cáilíochta a comhordaíodh trí Oifigí Réigiúnacha agus Cigireacht na Roinne.   
Níor tógadh aon cheann de thosca sochtheangeolaíochta agus na critéir roghnúcháin do ran-
npháirtíocht i gclár DEIS á socrú. Ar na hathróga a roghnaíodh bhí measúnú míbhuntáiste faoi 
threoir an sainmhíniú ar mhíbhuntáiste san Acht Oideachais (1998) ina dtagraítear do thorthaí 
foghlama agus do thosca sóisialta agus eacnamaíochta araon ós rud é gur i dteannta a chéile is 
fearr a réamhinsíonn siad gnóthachtáil.

San earnáil bhunoideachais roghnaíodh bunscoileanna tar éis anailís a dhéanamh ar shuirb-
hé a rinneadh an Foras ar bhunscoileanna na tíre. Na hathróga seo a leanas is ea a cuireadh san 
áireamh:

- dífhostaíocht

- i gcóiríocht údarás áitiúil

- de thuismitheoirí aonair
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- den Lucht Siúil

- de theaghlaigh mhóra (cúigear páistí nó níos mó)

- de dhaltaí a cháiligh le haghaidh leabhair shaor in aisce

Roghnaíodh na scoileanna dara leibhéal, tar éis anailís a dheanamh ar shonraí ó Bhunachar 
Sonraí na nDaltaí Iar-bhunoideachais agus ó bhunachair shonraí Choimisiún na Scrúduithe 
Stáit, a gcoimeádtar in áit lárnach, bunaithe ar na hathróga seo:

- Sonraí cártaí leighis maidir le hiarrthóirí Teastas Sóisearach

- Rátaí coinneála Teastas Sóisearach de réir scoile 

- Torthaí scrúdaithe sa Teastas Sóisearach, comhiomlánaithe go leibhéal scoile.  Bunaíodh 
é sin ar fheidhmíocht an dalta sna seacht n-ábhar ab fhearr i gcás gach dalta, comhiomlánaithe 
go leibhéal scoile

- Rátaí coinneála Ardteistiméireachta de réir scoile

Seo a leanas na staitisticí i gcás na scoileanna Gaeltachta agus Gaeilge a roghnaíodh le 
bheith rannpháirteach i gclár DEIS:

Earnáil na mBunscoileanna - 52 scoileanna i gceantair Ghaeltachta agus 15 Ghaelscoilean-
na arb ionann é sin agus 10% de na bunscoileanna ar fad i scéim DEIS agus 27% de líon iomlán 
na mbunscoileanna Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta. Earnáil na n-Iar-bhunscoileanna - 8 scoileanna 
i gceantair Ghaeltachta agus 7 nGaelcholáistí arb ionann é sin agus 7.7% de na hiar-bhuns-
coileanna ar fad i scéim DEIS agus 33% de líon iomlán na n-iar-bhunscoileanna Gaeilge agus 
Gaeltachta.

Tá mo Roinne lándáiríre faoin Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge a chur i bhfeidhm lena n-
áirítear na moltaí maidir le cúrsaí oideachais sa Ghaeltacht agus i scoileanna Gaeilge. Táimid 
ag obair go dlúth lenár gcomhghleacaithe sa Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta chun 
tacú le cur i bhfeidhm gach ceann de na bearta oideachais iomadúla sa Straitéis.

14/11/2013WRF01050School Staffing

14/11/2013WRF0110063. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration will 
be given to reinstating an English as an additional language, EAL, teacher based in a school 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow owing to the specific circumstances in this school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48612/13]

14/11/2013WRF01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The 
staffing arrangements for the current school year 2013/14 are set out in Circular 0013/2013 
which is available on the website.The staffing appeal process at primary level includes the pro-
vision whereby schools with a high concentration of pupils requiring English as an additional 
language (EAL) can apply for further additional temporary language support posts. The appeal 
criteria are also set out in Circular 0013/2013.

The school referred to by the Deputy was granted an EAL post on a provisional basis through 
the appeal process, pending confirmation of enrolments on 30th September 2013. The school 



14 November 2013

153

did not reach the required enrolment to retain the post.

The Appeal Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

14/11/2013WRF01250Schools Building Projects Status

14/11/2013WRF0130064. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the building project for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48614/13]

14/11/2013WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that the school 
to which the Deputy refers has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding to pro-
vide a new school building.

The current status of all projects on the school building programme, including the school in 
question, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.  In view of the fi-
nancial constraints imposed by the need, as outlined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise available 
funding for the provision of essential school accommodation to meet demographic demand, the 
Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to indicate at this point when a major project for 
the school in question will be progressed.

14/11/2013WRF01450Schools Building Projects Status

14/11/2013WRF0150065. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a list in tabular form of the primary school building projects priority listing showing the various 
stages of progress for each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48615/13]

14/11/2013WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the number of applications for major school capital works with my Department is in excess 
of 1,000 at both primary and post primary levels. The current position of such projects may be 
viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie, which is updated regularly. Projects 
are grouped into various categories including projects at application stage, in architectural plan-
ning and at tender and construction stage.

The Five Year Plan, which may also be accessed on my Department’s website, prioritises 
new school building projects, as well as major extensions in areas where a demographic need 
has been established. The current position of such projects and the year in which such projects 
are intended to proceed to construction is also set out on the Department’s website.

14/11/2013WRG00150Special Educational Needs Staffing

14/11/2013WRG0020066. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the potential 
cost to the State of increasing the number of special needs assistants employed by his Depart-
ment from the current figure of 10,575 to 12,775. [48630/13]

14/11/2013WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the previous Government, as part of the Programme for National Recovery, introduced 
a cap on the number of Special Needs Assistants. This figure was set at 10,575 posts and has 
remained in place since the 2011/12 school year.
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Since the cap was introduced, every child meeting the criteria for access to SNA support has 
received this support, with some remaining posts available each year for allocation throughout 
the school year for new assessments of disability, new entrants, or emergency or late applica-
tions, in accordance with the terms of the SNA scheme. 

Increasing the number of Special Needs Assistant posts from 10,575 posts to 12,775 posts 
would require an additional 2,200 SNA posts to be provided for annually. The full year cost of 
providing for an additional 2,200 posts is estimated to be €66 Million, per annum.

14/11/2013WRG00350Departmental Reports

14/11/2013WRG0040067. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make avail-
able the findings of the report on post-primary provision in Limerick initiated in November 
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48637/13]

14/11/2013WRG00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A review of the configuration 
and development of post-primary provision for Limerick city and part of its environs over the 
period 2014 to 2024 for the Department was commenced by George O’Callaghan in October 
2013.  It is anticipated that the report concerned will be made available, when completed.

14/11/2013WRG00550School Enrolments

14/11/2013WRG0060068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options 
available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who was expelled from their school 
and currently is endeavouring to secure a place in an alternative second level school in view of 
the fact they are facing difficulties; if in such circumstances a second level education is likely to 
be available to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48664/13]

14/11/2013WRG0070074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills how best a 
second level school place can be acquired in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48755/13]

14/11/2013WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 68 and 74 together.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Education and Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or suspends 
a student for 20 or more days in any school year. My Department has no authority to compel a 
school to admit a pupil, except in the case of an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act, 
1998 being upheld.

Under section 15(2)(d) of the Education Act, 1998, each school is legally obliged to disclose 
its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality and the 
right of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.

Section 29 appeal forms are available from my Departments website or directly from sec-
tion 29 Administration Unit. The contact details for section 29 Administration Unit is Section 
29 Department of Education & Skills, Friars Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath or by phone 
044 9337018.
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The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The NEWB 
may be able to offer assistance and advice on securing a school placement within the pupil’s 
area. The contact details for the NEWB is National Educational Welfare Board, Block 3, South 
Dublin County council, Tallaght, Dublin 24, phone number 01-4635513.

14/11/2013WRG00850School Patronage

14/11/2013WRG0090069. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 147 of 2 October 2013 if his Department have instructed all school 
management bodies and National Parents’ Councils Primary to provide the information leaflet 
inviting parents to make submissions on patronage and pluralism to all parents of children at-
tending their schools and if he intends to investigate the reason schools and management bodies 
have not distributed this information.  [48666/13]

14/11/2013WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I 
launched a public consultation on promoting inclusiveness in primary schools in September.

Working in conjunction with the National Parents’ Council - Primary, an information leaflet 
on the consultation, specifically targeted at parents, was distributed to all parents’ associations. 
The associations were asked to use the leaflet as part of their efforts to raise awareness of the 
consultation and to encourage parents to respond to the call for submissions.  The information 
leaflet was also distributed directly to primary schools for information purposes.

The leaflet was not distributed directly to every parent. Instead, a number of leaflets were 
sent to each association so that they could utilise their own contacts in informing parents about 
the consultation process.

The parents’ information leaflet and the call for submissions were also publicised on my 
Department’s website - www.education.ie.  School management bodies were also informed of 
the consultation and encouraged to respond.

14/11/2013WRG01050National Strategy for Higher Education

14/11/2013WRG0110070. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the prog-
ress that has been made on the implementation of the priority areas from the national strategy 
for higher education, specifically the sustainability review, the landscape process, the national 
quality PhD framework and the national student survey; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48670/13]

14/11/2013WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An Implementation plan 
which sets out the actions necessary to implement the recommendations in the Strategy is avail-
able on my Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/High-
er-Education/. The Plan identifies the lead organisations and the timeframe for implementation 
of each action. A detailed progress report on the implementation of all of the actions in the Plan 
to the end of 2012 is also available on the website.

In May 2013 I announced a major re-organisation of the higher education system which will 
provide for the reduction in the size of the publicly funded higher education system from 39 to 
25 institutions. In July 2013 a new framework for system governance was published which sets 
out the Government’s national priorities, key system objectives and key performance indicators 
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for the period 2014-16. The configuration report and the performance framework are also avail-
able on my Department’s website.

A study on the sustainability of the current funding system for higher education, which was 
initiated at my request, is currently being undertaken by the HEA. The objective of the study 
is to identify a range of approaches that, combined, will offer the best prospect of achieving 
the required outcomes from resources, the mechanisms through which the institutions can have 
access to these resources and their capacity and flexibility to deploy and manage the resources.  
An initial report has been published which makes it clear that immediate work is required to 
prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through a sustainable 
funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector while protect-
ing the quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will be advised 
further as this work progresses.

Work on the development of a quality framework for doctoral education is well advanced. 
A consultation document issued jointly from the Higher Education Authority and Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland to higher education institutions and other stakeholders in early Novem-
ber and it is expected that the framework will be finalised by the end of this year. A further piece 
of work will be undertaken by QQI in 2014 involving a review of the effectiveness of quality 
assurance arrangements that currently apply to doctoral education and the development of a 
new Code of Practice.

A full national pilot of the student survey, involving all universities, institutes of technol-
ogy and five colleges of education, was undertaken in March/April 2013. It was the first na-
tional survey of student engagement and the first survey of its kind in Europe. Almost 13,000 
responses were received from students in 26 institutions. The number of responses means that 
results from the 2013 survey are representative of the overall student voice, even at pilot stage. 
A report on implementation of the pilot survey will be published in December 2013. Planning 
is at an advanced stage to ensure implementation of the first full student survey in early 2014, 
with further iterations due in 2015 and 2016.

14/11/2013WRG01250Freedom of Information Manuals

14/11/2013WRG0130071. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
his Department to publish a section 15 and 16 freedom of information manual; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48720/13]

14/11/2013WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I would like to inform the 
Deputy that my Department’s Section 15 and Section 16 Freedom of Information manuals are 
available on the Department of Education and Skills website.  

They can be accessed at http://www.education.ie/en/The-Department/FOI/FOI-Freedom-
of-Information.html.

14/11/2013WRG01450School Transport Appeals

14/11/2013WRG0150072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if favourable 
consideration will be given to the appeal in the matter of school transport in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48753/13]

14/11/2013WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
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The case referred to by the Deputy, in the details supplied, is the subject of an appeal to the 
School Transport Appeals Board. This Board is independent of my Department and I under-
stand their next meeting is scheduled for 21 November 2013.  The Board will inform the family 
directly of their determination on the matter.

14/11/2013WRG01650School Enrolments

14/11/2013WRG0170073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it will be 
possible to facilitate the second level Protestant ethos school placement requirements in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48754/13]

14/11/2013WRG01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is the responsibility of the 
managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the 
Education Act, 1998. In this regard a Board of Management may find it necessary to restrict 
enrolment to children from a particular area or a particular age group or, occasionally, on the 
basis of some other criterion. The criteria to be applied by schools in such circumstances are 
a matter for the schools themselves. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. 
Under section 15(2)(d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to publish its 
enrolment policy.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents 
of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the 
relevant Educational Training Board or to the Secretary General of my Department.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The Board 
can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green 
Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

 Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 68.

14/11/2013WRH00250Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

14/11/2013WRH0030075. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding the Arklow sewerage scheme; the estimated cost of the work; his plans to prog-
ress the scheme now that the report has been completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48594/13]

14/11/2013WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The report referred to is a draft Final Feasibility Report, which was submitted by 
Arklow Town Council to the Office of Public Works in early October and is currently being 
assessed within the OPW.  Once the report is finalised, and provided the preferred scheme is 
economically and environmentally viable, Arklow Town Council and the OPW will decide on 
how best to progress the project.  Pending the finalisation of the report, it is not possible to de-
termine the likely cost of the project.

I met a deputation of Arklow Town Council officials and public representatives earlier this 



Questions - Written Answers

158

month to discuss the project and re-iterated my commitment to ensuring that the scheme will 
be progressed.

14/11/2013WRH00450Freedom of Information Remit

14/11/2013WRH0050076. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son Bord na Móna and Coillte are not included under the freedom of information legislation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48579/13]

14/11/2013WRH00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Freedom 
of Information Bill 2013 is in the course of its passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Where it is proposed that a body should be exempt in full from the freedom of informa-
tion legislation, that body is included in Schedule 1 Part 2 of the Bill.  Both Bord na Móna and 
Coillte Teoranta are included in Schedule 1 Part 2.

I believe that commercial state bodies should not, in general, be subject to FOI require-
ments because of the uneven competitive playing field that would be created in circumstances 
that commercial state bodies operating in a competitive market were subject to FOI but their 
privately-owned market competitors were not. This would be expected to have an adverse im-
pact on the commercial position of the state body in question, which would not be in the public 
interest or consistent with the need to safeguard the State’s economic and financial interests.  

It is on that basis that both Bord na Móna and Coillte Teoranta are proposed for exclusion 
from the application of FOI under the new legislation.

14/11/2013WRH00650Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

14/11/2013WRH0070077. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date 
on which the contractor on the Bray flood relief scheme (details supplied) referred the dispute, 
which has resulted in substantial delays in the project, to formal third party conciliation; the 
dates on which the parties to the dispute formally agreed to extend the ambit of the conciliation 
process; if the said conciliation process is expected to conclude prior to the end of 2013, bearing 
in mind the increased flood risk during this winter season and the fact that a portion of the work 
which remains outstanding is not subject to seasonal constraints. [48604/13]

14/11/2013WRH00800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): On 20 May 2013 the contractor in question issued a notice of Referral to Conciliation 
under the contract to Bray Town Council, as the Contracting Authority for the project.  A related 
item in dispute was formally added to the conciliation process on 24 July 2013, by agreement 
between the contractor and the Council.  In the course of subsequent negotiations, the parties 
agreed to extend the ambit of the conciliation to include other issues.  The conciliation process 
is ongoing, but it is expected that it will be concluded shortly.  The Deputy will be aware that 
the contractor formally entered examinership on 7th November 2013.  Bray Town Council, in 
consultation with the Office of Public Works (OPW) as funding body, is considering the impli-
cations of this development for carrying out the remaining elements of the works, in conjunc-
tion with the Council’s legal advisers. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that Bray Town Council and the OPW remain committed 
to completing the Bray scheme in the shortest possible timeframe. I can confirm that the OPW 
has made provision for the scheme in its expenditure profiles for each of the years to 2016.  
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While the delay in completing the scheme is regrettable, it should be noted that the works com-
pleted to date have considerably reduced the flood risk in the area.  

14/11/2013WRH00850Public Procurement Regulations

14/11/2013WRH0090078. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the protocols that apply where a civil or public servant involved in procurement is a sibling or 
close family member of a director of a firm that is awarded a contract for the supply of goods 
or services on foot of that particular procurement decision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [48693/13]

14/11/2013WRH01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
may wish to note that while my Department is responsible for procurement policy, the admin-
istration of individual contracts is a matter for the relevant public body. 

A person employed in a public body who occupies a designated post for the purposes of the 
Ethics Acts 1995 as amended by the Standards in Public Office Act 2001 has a legal obligation 
to disclose in an annual statement the interests of the person, and the interests, of which the 
person has actual knowledge, of his or her spouse or civil partner or a child of the person or of 
his or her spouse which could materially influence the person in the performance of the person’s 
official functions by reason of the fact that such performance could so affect those interests as 
to confer on, or withhold from, the person, or the spouse or civil partner or child, a substantial 
benefit.  These registerable interests include any dealings with public service contracts with a 
value in excess of €2500.

In addition, where the occupier of a designated position of employment or a connected per-
son of that person has a material interest in an official function that falls to be performed, the 
person must not perform the function unless there are compelling reasons requiring the person 
to do so.  If the person proposes to perform the function, he or she must furnish a statement of 
the compelling reasons to the relevant authority for the position.  This disclosure should be a 
statement in writing of the facts and be furnished before the person performs the function, or if 
that is not reasonably practicable, as soon as may be afterwards. A person is deemed under the 
Acts to be connected with an individual if that person is a relative of the individual.

Civil and public servants must also comply with the provisions of codes of standards and 
behaviour – which can be statutory or administrative – which govern inter alia the performance 
of their official duties in matters affecting any commercial undertaking where there may be a 
conflict of interest.

Any member of the public can make a complaint under the Standards in Public Office Act, 
2001 about a specified act carried out by the holder of a designated position in a public body.  
The procedures for making a complaint under the Ethics Acts are set out clearly on the Stan-
dards in Public Office website and are at the following link http://www.sipo.gov.ie/en/Make-a-
Complaint/.

Guidelines issued by my Department emphasise the importance of public procurement be-
ing discharged honestly, fairly, and in a manner that secures best value for public money. Con-
tracting authorities must be cost effective and efficient in the use of resources while upholding 
the highest standards of probity and integrity. In this regard, procurement practices are subject 
to internal audit and scrutiny under the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act 
1993 and Accounting Officers are publicly accountable for expenditure incurred.  Likewise 
contracting authorities should ensure that staff involved in purchasing or placing contracts are 
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familiar with the EU and international rules that may apply and are aware of the legal and policy 
framework within which procurement must be conducted. To safeguard against improper or 
unethical practices contracting authorities must also take measures to separate functions within 
the procurement cycle. In relation to conflicts of interest the guidelines state:- 

“Contracting authorities should be aware of potential conflicts of interest in the tendering 
process and should take appropriate action to avoid them”.

14/11/2013WRH01050Public Sector Staff Recruitment

14/11/2013WRH0110079. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Commission for Public Service Appointments 
avails of the services of a private firm of solicitors rather than using the expertise of the Chief 
State Solicitor’s office, CSSO; if he will provide the reason for this; if he will provide details 
of the amount of legal fees incurred by the CPSA this year and for each of the past three years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48705/13]

14/11/2013WRH01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Com-
mission for Public Service Appointments (CPSA) is responsible for overseeing the conduct of 
appointment processes to a wide range of positions in the Civil and Public Service.  In carrying 
out its independent statutory functions, the CPSA must, on occasions, seek independent legal 
advice on issues that come to light in the course of its examination of appointment processes.  
Given that the Civil Service Departments and Offices rely on the CSSO for their own legal ad-
vice, there is a strong risk of a conflict of interest arising if the CPSA were also to seek advice 
from the CSSO and, as such, it would entirely inappropriate for the CPSA to seek independent 
legal advice from the CSSO.

The legal fees incurred by the CPSA this year and the past three years are as follows:

Year Fees
2010 €26,000
2011 €22,000
2012 €1,000
2013 Nil 

14/11/2013WRH01250Public Sector Staff Recruitment

14/11/2013WRH0130080. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 113 of 7 November 2013, if the internal non-statutory appeal 
process detailed also applies to the work of the Commission for Public Service Appointments, 
CPSA, in the Ombudsman’s office; if not, the mechanisms in place for questioning a decision 
of the CPSA; his views on whether or not the process is transparent and accountable; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48706/13]

14/11/2013WRH01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Com-
mission for Public Service Appointments (CPSA) is an independent body established under 
the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004 whose functions 
include establishing standards for the recruitment and selection of persons for positions in the 
Civil Service and other public service bodies.  The CPSA is obliged to report to the Houses of 
the Oireachtas annually on the performance of its functions. 
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While the secretariat of the CPSA is accommodated within the Office of the Ombudsman, 
it is a separate legal entity and as such is not subject to the same appeals process as that Office.

Section 13 of the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004 
Act requires the CPSA to set out appropriate appeal procedures to allow it to consider and de-
cide issues in relation to the manner in which certain public bodies  manage their appointment 
processes.  In this regard the CPSA has published review procedures to address candidates’ re-
quests for review of complaints in relation to appointment processes.  These appeal procedures, 
based on the principles of openness and transparency, are set out in the Commission’s Codes of 
Practice for appointment to positions under its remit  and can be viewed on the Commission’s 
web site (see http://www.cpsa.ie/en/Codes-of-Practice/). 

In accordance with the review procedures under the Codes candidates who are unhappy 
with the outcome of a review by an Office Holder may appeal the decision to the Commission 
for consideration.  While the Codes of Practice provide that decisions of the CPSA are final, in 
the event that a complainant disputes the factual basis for that decision, the CPSA may review 
its original findings.

14/11/2013WRH01450Public Sector Staff Recruitment

14/11/2013WRH0150081. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
role of his Department in the 2012 administrative officer competition advertised by the Public 
Appointments Service, PAS; the number of persons appointed by specialism and to which De-
partments; if he will provide a further breakdown showing the number of existing civil servants 
who were successfully appointed out of this competition; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48707/13]

14/11/2013WRH01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under sec-
tions 57 and 58 of the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004, 
my Department has responsibility for policy relating to recruitment and promotion in the Civil 
Service. As part of this remit, my Department develops policy on resourcing across the Civil 
Service.

In late 2011, in response to information beginning to emerge from the broader workforce 
planning exercise, it was recognised that there were skills gaps in a number of areas across the 
Civil Service. In response to this identified need, it was decided to hold a recruitment competi-
tion at the grade of Administrative Officer - the primary graduate recruitment grade to the Civil 
Service. The competition focused on the areas of Economics, Banking and Finance, Human 
Resources, Taxation, Accounting and Law. The Public Appointments Service (PAS), the main 
recruitment body for the Civil Service, was the agency with responsibility for running the com-
petition. 

PAS has provided the following details on the numbers appointed from the competition. 

 - DPER Finance Taoiseach Revenue Agriculture DCENR AGO Total
Economics 16 10 4 1 2 1 34
B&F 0 16 1 1 18
Tax policy 0 6 1 7
HR 6 3 0 1 10
Law 3 6 3 1 13
Accountancy 4 5 4 13
Total 29 46 5 10 2 2 1 95
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PAS has confirmed that 17 of the 95 appointed were existing civil servants. 

14/11/2013WRJ00050IDA Portfolio

14/11/2013WRJ0010082. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
immediately request the Industrial Development Agency in the interest of health and safety to 
provide public lighting adjacent to the road leading to its industrial units and lands at Lang-
ford Street, Killorglin, County Kerry; if he will take into consideration that this roadway is 
extremely dangerous for members of the public and employees who walk this roadway on a 
regular basis in the late evenings and early mornings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48682/13]

14/11/2013WRJ00200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The manage-
ment of IDA Ireland’s property function, including the upkeep and maintenance of its business 
parks, is a day to day operational matter for the Agency and not one in which I have a function.  
I am informed by IDA Ireland that the Agency owns approximately 0.7 hectares of marketable 
lands at Farrantoreen, Killorglin, Co Kerry.  The lands are serviced by an IDA roadway, which 
leads off from the main public roadway.  A lighting remediation review is currently being un-
dertaken by IDA Ireland at this location.  I understand that the Agency met with representatives 
from the local Residents Association on the 18th October last and informed them of its intention 
to carry out the review.

  Question No. 83 withdrawn.

14/11/2013WRJ00350Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

14/11/2013WRJ0040084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason carer’s 
allowance was refused in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [48583/13]

14/11/2013WRJ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s allowance is a payment 
for persons who are providing full-time care and attention to an eligible person and who satisfy 
a means test.  An application for carer’s allowance from the person in question was refused on 
the 11 May 2013 on the ground that the person concerned was not providing full time care and 
attention as required.  She was notified of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of 
review or appeal.  The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on the 28 May 2013.

After careful consideration of all aspects of the case an Appeals officer decided that the 
qualifying conditions for carer’s allowance are not fully met in this case and, consequently, the 
appeal was disallowed.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office wrote to the person in question on 
the 24 October 2013 to notify them of this decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office func-
tions independently of the Department of Social Protection.  The decision of an appeals officer 
is final and conclusive.  If the person concerned circumstance change then they should make a 
new application.

14/11/2013WRJ00550Social Welfare Benefits Data

14/11/2013WRJ0060085. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers of per-
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sons broken down by payment and by year, in September of each year from 2008 to 2013, 
inclusive, in receipt in each of the following payments, illness benefit, disability allowance, the 
blind pension, injury benefit, disablement benefit, invalidity pension; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [48586/13]

14/11/2013WRJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As of the end of September 2013 
there were a total of 234,091 people in receipt in each of the following payments; illness ben-
efit, disability allowance, the blind pension, injury benefit, disablement benefit and invalidity 
pension.  There follows a breakdown of the number of recipients in each of these schemes at the 
end of September 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 for your information.

Number of Recipients at end of September each year.

Payment Illness 
Benefit

Disability 
Allowance

Blind 
Pension

Injury 
Benefit

Disable-
ment 
Benefit

Invalidity 
Pension

Totals

2008 73,471 93,829 1,469 855 13,100 54,815 237,539
2009 76,749 98,898 1,467 812 13,429 53,075 244,430
2010 81,419 101,042 1,489 828 13,686 51,478 249,942
2011 76,107 102,331 1,492 791 13,866 50,177 244,764
2012 67,881 102,840 1,468 663 14,170 49,183 236,205
2013 60,726 104,211 1,408 830 14,188 52,728 234,091

  Question No. 86 withdrawn.

14/11/2013WRJ00850State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

14/11/2013WRJ0090087. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review records 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [48620/13]

14/11/2013WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
State pension (contributory) on 15 April 2013. He was awarded this pension on reaching 66 
years of age, at a rate of €196 per week, with effect from 11 September 2013.  He subsequently 
notified the Department that he may have had additional self-employment contributions due for 
the tax year 1988/89.  The Department has confirmed that there are no further contributions due 
for this tax year.  Based on the information provided, the State pension awarded to the person 
concerned is correct, and represents his maximum entitlement.  This can be reviewed if addi-
tional information becomes available.

14/11/2013WRJ01050Voluntary Work Option Issues

14/11/2013WRJ0110088. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider ensuring that all social welfare officers are required to promote volunteering to those who 
are currently in receipt of the jobseeker’s allowance; if she will provide specific guidelines for 
social welfare officers assessing VW1 forms; if she will consider creating these guidelines with 
the aid of Volunteers Ireland; the total number of VW1 applications that have been refused since 
the system came into operation; the most common reasons for VW1 applications are being re-
fused; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48622/13]

14/11/2013WRJ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am deeply conscious of the long 
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tradition of volunteering in this country and I am committed to ensuring this valuable tradition 
continues to thrive.  To facilitate this commitment to the voluntary community, my Department 
operates a Voluntary Work Option for customers on the Jobseeker schemes.  Under these ar-
rangements, a Jobseeker customer may engage in voluntary work within the State without af-
fecting their Jobseeker entitlements, provided they continue to satisfy the statutory conditions 
of being available for and genuinely seeking work.

Examples of voluntary work in which jobseekers may engage include helping the sick, el-
derly or persons with a disability or assisting youth clubs, church groups, sports groups, cultural 
organisations and local resident associations. Voluntary groups may be locally or nationally 
organised and may include community groups.  Details of the Voluntary Work Option arrange-
ments are published on the Department’s website and, in order to ensure that the profile is 
raised, all staff involved in the administration of the Jobseeker schemes were recently reminded 
of these arrangements and of the operational procedures under which they operate. Details of 
the Voluntary Work Option are also published on the Volunteer Ireland website. Statistics on the 
number of applicants refused and the underlying reasons involved are not maintained.  How-
ever, statistics are available on the number of persons who availed of the option in 2012 (234 
persons) and in 2011 (169 persons).

14/11/2013WRJ01250Disability Allowance Appeals

14/11/2013WRJ0130089. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an application for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48631/13]

14/11/2013WRJ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the 
case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements for the oral 
hearing have been made. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the 
Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

14/11/2013WRK00150Disability Allowance Appeals

14/11/2013WRK0020090. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48641/13]

14/11/2013WRK00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th No-
vember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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Question No. 91 withdrawn.

14/11/2013WRK00450Invalidity Pension Appeals

14/11/2013WRK0050092. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will receive a decision on their invalidity appeal; and if she will 
expedite an answer. [48646/13]

14/11/2013WRK00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 93 and 94 withdrawn.

14/11/2013WRK00750Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

14/11/2013WRK0080095. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on matters 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding social welfare entitlements for person’s 
over 62 years old; if she will address the issues raised therein; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [48678/13]

14/11/2013WRK00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Where individuals exit the work-
force prior to pension age they often seek the support of either the jobseeker’s benefit or job-
seeker’s allowance schemes. Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly payment to people out of work 
and covered by social insurance.  If a person does not qualify for jobseeker’s benefit they may 
qualify for means tested jobseeker’s allowance. The Revised Estimates for my Department pro-
vides for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.66 billion in 2013.   

Legislation provides that a person must satisfy the conditions of being available for and 
genuinely seeking work in order to be entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  
Any person who fails to satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment. 

In addition, people in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment must engage with the Department’s 
activation measures and can face sanctions if they fail to do so.  These criteria will now be eased 
for people aged 62 and over.  They will still be able to avail voluntarily of an array of supports, 
which are available from the Department if they wish to return to work, training or education 
but sanctions will not be applied to this cohort, should they decide they do not wish to engage 
with the activation process.

Special arrangements will also be made so that the majority of older people in receipt of a 
jobseeker’s payment will have to register with their local office only once a year and their pay-
ments will be paid directly into their bank accounts.  

The arrangements will apply to both existing and new recipients under the jobseeker’s 
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schemes from January 2014.  They will enable these individuals to ease their transition into one 
of the jobseeker’s schemes until they become eligible for a State pension on their 66th birthday. 

Further information on issues such as the treatment of pension income under the jobseeker’s 
allowance means test and the value of credited contributions in terms of qualification for activa-
tion schemes may be obtained on www.welfare.ie  or from any social welfare local office.

Questions Nos. 96 and 97 withdrawn.

14/11/2013WRL00150FÁS Local Training Initiatives Places

14/11/2013WRL0020098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when a 
person (details supplied) in County Kildare might be offered a FÁS driving tuition course; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [48746/13]

14/11/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has not been 
in contact with the Department’s Employment Services.  He will be contacted by a member of 
staff to offer him an appointment to explore the training options currently available to him. 

14/11/2013WRL00350Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

14/11/2013WRL0040099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
oral hearing will take place in respect of a supplementary welfare payment arising out of an 
entitlement to alternative social welfare payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48747/13]

14/11/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 17 December 2013.  The person con-
cerned will be notified of the arrangements for the hearing when finalised.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

14/11/2013WRL00550Disability Allowance Appeals

14/11/2013WRL00600100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when 
an appeal will be determined in respect of a disability allowance application in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in County Waterford whose medical evidence clearly indicates that 
they are not in position to seek re-employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[48750/13]

14/11/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19 
August 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 21 October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
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for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

14/11/2013WRL00750Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

14/11/2013WRL00800101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of rent and rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; if the 
case will be reviewed as a matter of urgency in view of the 14-day warning notice the person 
has received from their landlord in respect of arrears of rent; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48752/13]

14/11/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rent supplement claim for 
the person concerned has now been reviewed.  The amount of means assessed for her from her 
employment has been revised downwards to give her a new entitlement to rent supplement of 
€577.20 per week, an increase of €22.80 per week from her previous entitlement.  This revised 
entitlement will be backdated to 1 October 2013.

14/11/2013WRL00950Social Welfare Appeals Data

14/11/2013WRL01000102. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide, in tabular form, the number of appeals received in the social protection appeals office in 
each of the past five years; the number of appeals in respect of each social welfare payment; the 
steps currently being taken to reduce appeal waiting times; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48788/13]

14/11/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is contained in the table.  There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number 
of appeals received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraor-
dinary pressure on the office.  Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 
per annum whereas in 2012, the office received 35,484 appeals.  In order to manage this in-
creasing workload, significant resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and 
improving appeals processing times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional 
Appeals Officers, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare Service Appeals Officers who 
joined the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number of serving Appeals Officers to 41; 
reviewing and improving business processes; and implementing a new operating model within 
the appeals office.  In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is 
underway in the Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs 
and reducing the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals office 
for submissions in relation to appeals.  These measures have led to improvements in process-
ing times and a significant increase in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 
32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 
2012.  Good progress is also now being made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 
20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 15,991 at 11 November 2013.

The average processing time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral 
hearing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 processing times 
improved by 10.3 weeks when the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks 
while the time for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has 
continued with the average processing time up to October 2013 reducing to 34.9 weeks for an 
oral hearing and 26.3 weeks for a summary decision.  Appeal processing times are calculated 
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from the registration date of the appeal to the date of its finalisation.  They include all activi-
ties during this period including time spent awaiting any clarification from the appellant, time 
in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal put forward 
by the appellant, and any further investigation, examination or assessment by the Department’s 
Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed necessary.  A considerable period of time is 
added to the process when an oral hearing is required because of the logistics involved in this 
process. While this process carries an inherent delay in terms of finalising an appeal, it also 
crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals system.  By its nature and because it 
is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time and reflects the fact that, by 
definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Appeal Receipts 2008-2013 (to 31 October 2013)

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Adoptive Benefit 1 2 2 2 6 -
Blind Pension 9 21 14 21 27 29
Child Benefit 689 1,361 1,051 824 675 541
Carer’s Allowance 1,046 1,977 3,025 2,199 2,676 3,426
Carer’s Benefit 56 121 182 160 183 102
Disability Allowance 3,522 4,696 4,840 5,472 6,223 5,766
Illness Benefit 3,595 4,945 5,471 3,657 2,647 1,456
Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance

0 836 1,858 2,401 2,186 1,523

Invalidity Pension 526 642 1,024 2,285 4,765 4,027
Partial Capacity Benefit - - - - 67 63
Deserted Wives Allow-
ance

3 0 0 4 1 2

Deserted Wives Benefit 13 5 14 20 8 11
Farm Assist 61 137 244 220 271 254
Bereavement Grant 39 46 58 66 71 62
Family Income Supple-
ment

142 170 227 258 301 351

Homemakers - - 1 - 1 1
Liable Relatives 19 25 16 26 39 16
Maternity Benefit 15 11 29 42 29 21
State Pension (Con) 87 88 256 106 128 118
State Pension (Non-Con) 278 319 356 317 231 229
State Pension (Transition) 15 22 7 29 43 36
Occupational Injury 
Benefit

29 37 23 16 13 17

Disablement Pension 294 263 342 263 409 301
Occupational Injury 
Medical

40 42 21 5 6 3

Incapacity Supplement 7 8 15 6 21 11
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- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
OIB Death Benefit 1 1 - - - -
Guardians Pension (Con) 25 23 28 31 46 31
One Parent Family Pay-
ment

758 805 1,109 1,055 938 535

Guardians Pension (Non-
Con)

2 11 6 13 14 9

Pre-Retirement Allow-
ance

10 3 2 1 - -

Jobseeeker’s Allowance 
(Means)

1,901 3,615 4,050 3,465 3,240 2,479

Jobseeker’s Allowance 2,390 3,179 5,503 3,399 3,049 2,180
Jobseeker’s Benefit 1,358 1,354 1,307 1,286 1,289 754
JA/JB Fraud Control 11 - 3 5 1 3
Respite Care 319 262 162 303 278 141
Insurability of Employ-
ment

86 102 123 99 79 81

Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance

437 789 1,020 3,129 5,445 3,596

Treatment Benefit 18 10 8 3 3 3
Survivor’s Pension (Con) 17 15 20 17 30 34
Survivor’s Pension (Non-
Con)

14 19 12 29 39 30

Widows Parent Grant 0 1 3 7 6 8
Totals 17,833 25,963 32,432 31,241 35,484 28,250

14/11/2013WRL01150Invalidity Pension Appeals

14/11/2013WRL01200103. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied); and if this per-
son’s file has been forwarded to the appeals office and the date when this occurred.  [48792/13]

14/11/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

14/11/2013WRL01350National Landscape Strategy

14/11/2013WRL01400104. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he in-
tends to commence the making of a national landscape plan which would identify, in the interest 
of environmental protection, constraints to be considered in the context of major development 
proposals, such as those relating to grid pylons and wind farms, in a uniform manner in view 
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of the inconsistencies that can occur between individual county development plans in terms of 
landscape designation and protection.  [48605/13]

14/11/2013WRL01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Following on 
from work in this area by an interdepartmental Steering Group chaired by my Department, and 
taking into account submissions arising from the public consultation in respect of the National 
Landscape Strategy Issues Paper, I expect to bring proposals to Government in early 2014 
with a view to finalising the National Landscape Strategy for publication in 2014. The primary 
role of planning authorities and the consultative roles of other bodies and persons in decision-
making relating to such issues will continue to be governed by the provisions of the Planning 
and Development Acts 2000-2012.  However, one of the objectives of the National Landscape 
Strategy will be to assist in the achievement of greater consistency in decision making across 
the country when dealing with issues of landscape.

14/11/2013WRL01550National Deer Cull

14/11/2013WRL01600105. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
a proper cull should be carried out every year on the deer population (details supplied); if any 
culls are occurring at present; the action he will take in future to control this problem; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48691/13]

14/11/2013WRL01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Wild deer in 
the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts.  There is an annual open season during which 
deer can be legally shot under licence. The open season for deer operates generally from 1 Sep-
tember to the last day of February, depending on the species and gender of deer.  I am aware that 
deer species are increasing in range and numbers.  My Department carries out localised annual 
deer counts on State lands such as National Parks.  Where appropriate, and depending on the 
annual count and instances of damage caused by deer to habitats, especially woodland, culls 
may be carried out to ensure that deer populations do not reach levels that would have negative 
ecological consequences.

Control of deer on private property is the responsibility of landowners who may apply to 
my Department for a permission under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer where this is 
necessary outside the annual open seasons.  These permissions offer a facility whereby a person 
can obtain a permit, on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by individual 
deer on specific lands.  Permissions are only issued where there is evidence of such damage.

14/11/2013WRM00075Broadband Services Provision

14/11/2013WRM00100106. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if any grant aid exists or if funding may be procured to assist residents in a 
Cluid housing association complex to access fibre optic broadband for 44 housing units; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48669/13]

14/11/2013WRM00200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County 
can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.  My Department does not operate any 
schemes to provide direct grant aid to residents to assist them to install or access high speed 
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broadband.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims how-
ever to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broad-
band is available to all citizens and businesses.  This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and 

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  ComReg has put in place a new 
regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and for service bundles, both of which 
are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service providers.  ComReg’s multiband 
spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the rollout of advanced mobile broad-
band services.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market fails to deliver such services.  In order to progress the State-led investment 
for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement process must 
be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a 
comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and anticipated investment by the commercial 
sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver high speed broadband services over 
the coming years.  The results of this mapping exercise will inform the precise areas that need 
to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the National Broadband Plan.  Inten-
sive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are ongoing.  
The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accordance with 
EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

14/11/2013WRM00250Road Safety

14/11/2013WRM00300107. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his views on correspondence regarding the use of Sat Nav in south Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48690/13]

14/11/2013WRM00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no function regarding use of satellite navigation devices.  Questions regarding the regu-
lation of such devices for road safety purposes or for tourism development are appropriate to 
my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

14/11/2013WRM00450Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

14/11/2013WRM00500108. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is any assistance for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 who 
spent €2,200 on a stair lift and received nothing from the State. [48643/13]
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14/11/2013WRM00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, grants are available to assist households to have 
necessary repairs or improvement works carried out in order to facilitate the continued indepen-
dent occupancy of their homes.  Three separate schemes are available: the Housing Adaptation 
Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant Scheme, and the Housing Aid for 
Older People Scheme. 

The Mobility Aids Grant Scheme is available to fast track grants of up to €6,000 to cover 
a basic suite of works to address the mobility problems of a member of a household.  Qualify-
ing works include the provision of stair lifts, level access showers, access ramps, grab rails and 
some minor adaptation works to the fabric of the house such as adaptation of downstairs room/
closet to provide sanitary facilities etc.  The effective maximum grant available is €6,000 and 
may cover 100% of the cost of works subject to a maximum annual household income threshold 
of €30,000.

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the rel-
evant local authority, in this case Dublin City Council.

14/11/2013WRM00650Local Authority Funding

14/11/2013WRM00700109. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department has responsibility for determining how the local property 
tax revenue is spent; if he will outline his involvement in the decision to defer defining 80% 
of the proceeds of the local property tax to be retained in each local authority until 2015 as a 
decision taken in the context of budget 2014; if he will confirm the reason this decision was 
taken and the economic changes that occurred to force a change in the Government’s position 
on the way in which these revenues were to be distributed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48674/13]

14/11/2013WRM00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014.  Under the Fi-
nance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014 the Minister for Finance will pay 
into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax paid into the 
Central Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authorities from the Fund.  
In addition, the establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local govern-
ment sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing.   

The Government has indicated an intention to move to 80% retention of all Local Prop-
erty Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised.  The establishment of 
Irish Water presents local government with significant organisational and financial challenges 
in 2014.  Service provision responsibilities will shift from the local authorities to Irish Water, 
infrastructure will be transferred, financing arrangements will alter and local authorities will 
operate on behalf of Irish Water under Service Level Agreements.  These changes must be man-
aged.   

In this context, it has been necessary to defer defining a certain proportion of the proceeds 
of the Local Property Tax to be retained in each local authority until 2015.  This approach al-
lows maximum flexibility in allocating Local Property Tax in 2014 with the priority to support 
those local authorities with weaker funding bases.  This decision has been taken in the context 
of Budget 2014.  The 2014 Local Government Fund General Purpose Grants will be announced 
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in due course.   

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for the 
provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision-making concern-
ing service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 2015 
will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and a strengthening of democracy at 
local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates.  A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

14/11/2013WRM00850Motor Tax Exemptions

14/11/2013WRM00900110. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding motor tax declarations in respect of off-the-road vehicles 
(details supplied).  [48596/13]

14/11/2013WRM01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary purpose of the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 is to replace the system 
whereby a vehicle is only declared off the road when the owner next goes to tax it with a system 
under which the vehicle must be declared off the road in advance.  This is aimed at closing an 
evasion loophole, costing taxpayers approximately €55m per annum, which was facilitated 
through the use of retrospective declarations.   

The new arrangements, only allowing for a future declaration, do not allow for exemptions 
due to the difficulty in limiting any exemption to a restricted category of vehicle owner and the 
risk that any exemptions become a loophole for evasion by vehicle owners for whom they may 
not be designed.  It is not possible to provide for individual cases, given the necessity generally 
of maintaining a consistent approach in the application of the legislation.

An off-road declaration may be made by post or online, to facilitate persons who cannot at-
tend a motor tax office in person.  An application for a refund of duty on a vehicle licence can 
be made in certain limited circumstances.  However, in order to do so, the vehicle licence must 
be surrendered not less than three months before the expiry of the licence.

14/11/2013WRM01050Irish Water Funding

14/11/2013WRM01100111. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the full cost of the domestic water metering programme of €539 mil-
lion, excluding VAT, will be paid out by whichever party is responsible for payment; if any of 
the €240 million direct equity investment by the Exchequer in 2014 into Irish Water will be 
used to repay the liability of the bridging loan facility given by the National Pensions Reserve 
Fund to Irish Water in 2013; if any of the €240 million direct equity investment in 2014 by the 
Exchequer will be used for the cost of the domestic water metering programme; if the €240 
million in direct equity investment by the Exchequer into Irish Water in 2014 is in addition to 
the €296 million Exchequer payment for the water services investment programme in 2014 
as detailed in the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme 2012-2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48600/13]

14/11/2013WRM01200113. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 355 of 22 October 2013, if he will 
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provide in tabular form the exact amount of funding Irish Water will be raising for 2014 and 
2015, broken down by each revenue stream, including Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, EIB, 
bank lending, capital markets facilities, State support; if he will provide the total amount of 
revenue that Irish Water will have on its balance sheet at the time of transfer of water services 
functions to Irish Water from 1 January 2014; if he will provide the total amount of that revenue 
which has been generated from direct Exchequer funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48610/13]

14/11/2013WRM01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 111 and 113 together.

The Water Services Act 2013, which provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a 
subsidiary of Bórd Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act, also 
provides for the normal governance arrangements for a commercial State body in relation to its 
financial sustainability.  Further proposed legislation will provide for the establishment of an 
economic regulator for water services within the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  
While the primary function of the CER will be to protect the interests of customers and to en-
sure that a consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them, it will also be respon-
sible for approving the tariffs to be charged by Irish Water. 

Following the passage of this comprehensive legislation, a new funding model will be in 
place to meet both capital and operational costs of the new entity.  Irish Water’s costs in the 
coming years will be funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-domestic 
sector, third party finance (such as the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, EIB, bank lending 
and capital markets facilities) and State support which may be in the form of both equity and 
subvention. 

The Exchequer proposes a direct equity investment of €240m towards the capital funding 
of Irish Water in 2014.  This will support projects to be included in Irish Water’s Capital Invest-
ment Plan and will ensure that the entity is in a position to take on the water services invest-
ment programmes of the 34 water services authorities, including some 80 projects currently in 
progress.  Irish Water will also finance some of its costs and the liabilities transferred from local 
authorities through borrowings in 2014.  There has been no expenditure to date from the Exche-
quer other than a commitment of funding from my Department, of almost €0.7m, to Irish Water 
in 2013 to fund the cost of a pilot study in relation to Phase 2 of the Metering Programme which 
is targeted at metering those properties that were not meterable in the Phase 1 Programme. 

Bord Gáis has put in place appropriate programme management arrangements to establish 
Irish Water, prepare for the transfer of assets, liabilities and functions from local authorities 
from 1 January 2014, provide for customer service and billing and implement the domestic wa-
ter metering programme.  Expenditure on this programme is a matter for Bord Gáis/Irish Water 
and these costs are not being funded from the Exchequer.  The National Pensions Reserve Fund 
has provided a bridging loan facility to Irish Water to meet the costs arising to the end of 2013.  
This includes the initial stages of the domestic water metering programme, the full cost of 
which is €539m excluding VAT.  The Bórd Gáis/Irish Water balance sheet at the end of the year 
will reflect the expenditure programme and funding from the National Pensions Reserve Fund.   

The establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing from 2014.  Work is also 
underway on the funding model for Irish Water’s operational costs, to ensure that it can fund 
the Service Level Agreements being put in place with local authorities for the delivery of water 
services in 2014.  Irish Water is working with local authorities to finalise the 2014 budgets as-
sociated with the proposed Service Level Agreements.  In parallel with this process, the Depart-
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ment has sought the advice of the Commission for Energy Regulation in relation to anticipated 
new operational costs associated with new functions for the entity which are likely to arise in 
2014.  The outcome of these processes will determine the overall funding requirement of Irish 
Water in 2014 from the Exchequer, borrowing and charges.

14/11/2013WRM01350Water Services Funding

14/11/2013WRM01400112. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form all projects that received funding under 
the water services investment programme in 2012 and 2013; if he will confirm that all of the 
allocation of €371 million in 2012 and €329 million in 2013 under the programme has been 
spent; if either of these Exchequer payments was used to fund any part of the domestic water 
metering programme; if he will detail for each year the total amount of Exchequer funding that 
was used to fund the domestic water metering programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48601/13]

14/11/2013WRM01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s allocation for the provision of water services in 2012 was €371 million, 
of which €40 million related to the Rural Water Programme and €331m to the Water Services 
Investment Programme (WSIP).  The outturn under the Rural Water Programme (RWP) was 
€40m and €268m was spent under the WSIP.  The allocation for the provision of water services 
in 2013 is €326 million, of which €40m relates to the RWP and €286m to the WSIP.   

Some expenditure was incurred by local authorities in carrying out the surveying work 
in advance of the introduction of the domestic water metering programme.  This expenditure 
amounts to €2.9 million.  Expenditure incurred in 2013 on the implementation of the domestic 
water metering programme is a matter for Bórd Gáis/Irish Water, and, in order to facilitate this, 
the National Pensions Reserve Fund has provided a bridging loan facility to Irish Water.  This 
facility includes the initial stages of the domestic water metering programme, the full cost of 
which is €539m excluding VAT.  The information requested is set out in the following table. 

Table A - Breakdown of expenditure on Water Services Capital projects in 2012 and 2013 
on project by project basis  

Payee Project 2012 2013
Carlow County Council

Carlow north regional water supply scheme   
Oakpark advanced works

143,510.45 159,228.31

Carlow Surface Water Drainage €5,712,165.77 €80,269.64
Carlow Water Conservation Project (Phase 
2 Town and Phase 1 Regional)

€289,483.94 €116,026.35

Carlow Watermains  (part of  the Carlow 
Surface Water Drainage scheme)

€839,301.93 -

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Carlow - €35,783.44
Kernanstown SLI (part of Carlow Surface 
Water Drainage)

€112,860.00 -

Raheenleigh Water Treatment Plant - Car-
low North Regional WSS Stg.2

€485,342.73 -

South Eastern River Basin District Man-
agement System

€104,921.74 -
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Tullow Rathvilly Hacketstown  Interim 
Advanced Works Hacketstown Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

- €60,987.22

Tullow Rathvilly Hacketstown WWTP  In-
terim Advanced Works Rathvilly Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant

- €201,228.49

Cavan County Council Bailieborough Regional Water Supply 
Scheme - Treatment Works & Network - 
Stage 4

€23,019.42   -

Ballyconnell Water Supply Scheme €263,128.46 €1,047,202.16
Belturbet Sewerage €200,817.71 -
Cavan R. W. S. Stage 2 - €49,833.51
Cavan regional water supply scheme - PRI-
ORITY PIPELINES Billis TO Latt AND 
Moynehall TO Kilnavara

€429,803.48 -

Cavan RWSS real project €98,710.65 €22,075.75
Cavan Sewerage Scheme - €632,601.26

Cavan County Council
Cavan Sewerage Scheme  - wastewater 
treatment plant upgrade

- €80,320.44

Cavan Sewerage Scheme - advance con-
tract b, Manhole Rehab Works

- €567,144.47

Cavan Water Conservation Project €293,571.17 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Cavan - €31,029.64
Project office WSIP 2010-2013 Cavan €759,650.63 €145,298.27
Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Baili-
eboro Network Rehabilitation Works

€143,336.20 €144,024.62

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Bal-
lyhaise & Mullagh

€735,233.85 €913,015.46

Cavan R. W. S. Stage 2 - €116,715.95
Clare County Council

Clare County Council water Conservation 
Project

€132,780.00 -

Clarecastle Provision Of Services SLI €493,278.72 €66,742.38
Clonlara SLI €167,450.00 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Clare - €114,322.09
Ennis Main Drainage Clarecastle €84,868.00 -
Ennis Town Water Supply Treatment €90,628.00 -
Feakle Sewerage Scheme €121,882.00 -
Lisdoonvarna/Doolin Water Supply Stage 1 - €550,000.00
Lisdoonvarna Water Supply Stage 2 Ext to 
Ballyvaughan 

€695,246.00 -

Newmarket On Fergus Water - Excluding 
Advance Works Cts 1, 2 3 & 4

- €561,718.00

Sixmilebridge Sewerage Scheme €455,713.29 -
Tulla - Provision Of Services SLI €342,181.00 -
Ennis Town Water Supply Treatment €161,637.00 -

Cork City Council Cork City Water Supply Scheme - 
Shanakiel Rising Mains Replacement 
Scheme

- €29,378.72

Cork City Council
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Cork M D Stage 3- Wastewater Treatment 
Works

€5,000,000.00 -

Cork Water Conservation  Phase 2- City 
Network Rehab Ph 1 (C M D - City Centre 
Contract No 3 - 
Watermain Replacement)

- €384,629.13

Docklands Water Supply Scheme - Con-
tract 1 - network

  - €83,780.81

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Cork 
City

  - €87,316.64

WSIP project OFFICE €997,642.30 -
Cork County Council

blarney Tower Sewerage scheme Network 
(Cloghroe)

- €508,570.17

Blarney/Mallow/Fermoy Sewage Treat-
ment Works Imp. Scheme

  - €373,379.90

Blarney/Mallow/Fermoy Sewage Treat-
ment Works Imp. Scheme SLI

  - €702,217.02

Conna Regional Water Supply Scheme - €92,868.73
Conna Regional Water Supply Scheme 
Extension

- €57,958.42

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Cork 
County

  - €150,138.19

Kilworth WASTEWATER treatment plant 
sli

€102,067.19 -

Mitchelstown Sewerage Scheme €730,686.75 -
Pike Road Water & Sewerage Scheme  S 
L I 

€31,131.78 -

Uplands Fermoy - Servicing Of Lands SLI €2,878.40 -
Watergrasshill Water Supply & Sewerage 
Scheme SLI

€637,149.50 €80,071.60

Ballincollig Sewerage Scheme Phase 1 
- Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade - 
Construction Stage

  - €111,684.00

Ballincollig Sewerage Scheme - Network 
(Green Route)

€951,970.50 €731,750.56

Ballingeary Sewerage Scheme €34,302.30 -
Ballyvourney/Ballymakeera Sewerage 
Scheme

€862,732.66 -

Cork County Council
Bandon Sewerage Stage 2 €1,699,943.89 -
Blarney Water Supply And Sewerage - Sta-
tion Road SLI

€958,886.00 -

Cape Clear Water Supply Scheme €74,692.54 -
Carrigtwohill  Sewage scheme - Sli €887,709.78 -
Cork County Water Conservation Project 
(Study Phase)

€2,358,640.01 €1,505,203.08

Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage Sch (Cobh/
Passage West/ Monkstown/Carrigaline/
Crosshaven Sewerage Scheme)

€1,344,773.56 €170,834.31
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Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage Scheme 
(Cobh/Passage West/ Monkstown/Car-
rigaline/Crosshaven Sewerage Scheme) 
- Crosshaven Sewerage Scheme Advance 
Contract.

- €248,161.19

Cork Strategic Water Plan   - €38,636.76
Crookstown Water and Sewerage  s l i €78,112.31 -
Garrettstown Sewerage €58,630.17 €41,980.67
Innishannon (Ballinadee/Ballinspittle/Gar-
rettstown) Water Supply Scheme

€395,118.06 -

Killeagh Water And Sewerage SLI €67,113.28 -
Killeens Sewerage Scheme s l i €142,831.27 -
Kinsale Sewerage €1,646,270.60 €630,165.79
Macroom Sewerage Scheme €4,217.75 -
Midleton Sewage Treatment Works €77,494.25 -
Midleton Sewerage Scheme  (Infiltration 
Remediation)

  - €592,357.92

Midleton sewerage scheme - infiltration 
remediation  - ADDTIONAL WORKS

€408,444.65 -

Midleton Sewerage Scheme (WWTP 
Upgrade)

€65,111.59 -

North Cobh Sewers Scheme 
S L I

€400,947.96 -

Cork County Council
Riverstick Water and Sewerage  Sli €10,883.23 -
Shannagarry/Garryvoe/Ballycotton Sewer-
age Scheme

€217,323.43 -

Youghal Sewerage Scheme €1,026,150.00 -
Youghal Sewerage Scheme - DBO WWTP €137,130.80 -
Youghal sewerage scheme - Network 
Contract

€324,423.24 -

Ballyviniter/Mallow Regional Water Sup-
ply Scheme

- €1,162,729.31

Baltimore Leap Water Supply Scheme €377,665.17 -
Baltimore Leap Water Supply Scheme 
Phase 1 (Network)

€17,673.97 -

Bantry Sewerage - Treatment Works - €23,587.99
Bantry Water Supply Scheme - Interim 
Scheme Phase 2

- €447,355.47

Castletownbere Sewerage €174,708.81 -
Castletownbere Water Supply Scheme - 
Glenbeg Interim Water Treatment Plant

€1,578,492.01 -

Clonakilty Sewerage Scheme €116,101.74 -
Cork County Project Office Staff €884,169.54 -
Dunmanway Water Supply Augmentation - €242,601.30
Inchydoney Sewerage Scheme €563,616.42 -
Schull Sewerage Scheme - €1,225,840.71
South Western river basin management 
scheme

€15,000.00 €10,000.00

West Cork Grouped Sewerage Scheme 
(Wastewater Treatment Plan

€1,005,375.55 -
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West Cork Grouped Sewerage Scheme 
(Wastewater Treatment Plants for Skib-
bereen/Ballylickey Baltimore/Dunmanway/
Schull)

€4,142,277.33 €1,088,294.89

Cobh Midleton Carrigtwohill Water Supply 
Scheme

- €67,042.50

Cork Water Conservation - Cobh Lead 
Replacement

- €186,350.97

Cork County Council
Crossbarry Sewerage Scheme SLI €9,087.08 -
Kinsale Water Supply SLI - llschane €3,085.12 -
Schull Water Supply Scheme  €343,862.99
Youghal Water Supply Trunk Main Up-
grade SLI

€57,488.01 -

Donegal County Council
Ballyshannon Water Supply Scheme €158,398.37 €10,694.80
Bundoran Sewerage Stage 3 €18,829.44  
Cranford Regional Water Supply Scheme €91,329.38 €23,940.07
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Done-
gal

- €155,937.09

Donegal Project Office €161,453.98  
Donegal Towns and Villages Sewerage 
Scheme

 €197,397.22

Donegal Water Conservation Stage 1 
Works

€1,100,888.98 €658,500.08

Dungloe & Glenties (Construction) Sewer-
age Scheme.

€54,940.63 €167,390.62

Falcarragh Sewerage Scheme €25,546.66 €3,144.58
Group B Killybegs and Bundoran Waste-
water treatment works

€82,571.38 €398,934.54

Gweedore Sewerage €265,361.83 €79,809.72
Killybegs Sewerage €535,807.34 €120,525.67
Letterkenny Sewerage €7,992,491.77 -
Moville/Greencastle Sewerage €112,641.39 €69,264.78
North Western River Basin Management 
Project

- €337,603.41

SEA - Shellfish Variation Project - €565,254.07
West Donegal Regional Water Supply 
Scheme

€83,098.71 -

Dublin City Council Ballymore Eustace Water Treatment Plant 
Stage 3 (formerly Contract 1c&d)

€12,631,788.40 €1,524,256.84

Dublin Bay Project Ct2- Ringsend Treat-
ment Plant (Construction Only)

€3,489,250.00 -

Dublin City Council Dublin City water supply Scheme Stillor-
gan Reservoir - UV Treatment at Stillorgan 
Reservoir

- €52,255.00

Dublin City WSS Stillorgan Reservoir - 
Advance Works Valve Rehabilitation

€365,389.65 €8,345.52

Dublin North Fringe Watermain 
(Cappagh To Baldoyle)

€467,400.00 -

Dublin Region Watermains Rehabilitation 
Conservation Project

€959,173.77 -
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Dublin Region Watermains Rehabilitation 
Conservation Project - Tranche 2

€4,220,016.74 €801,266.90

Dublin Region Watermains Rehabilitation 
Conservation Project,

€860,392.87 -

Dublin Reservoirs Covering Construction - 
Vartry, Vartry Filt

€49,395.11 -

Dublin Reservoirs Covering Construction - 
Vartry, Vartry Filter Automation

- €27,201.04

Dublin Water Conservation - Project C 
Rehab. - Long Term Phase

€489,173.51 -

Eastern river basin management project €467,113.98 €39,635.52
GREATER Dublin regional drainage proj-
ect - city centre sewerage scheme

€102,276.35 -

North Docklands Sewerage Scheme €379,173.05    -
North Docklands Sewerage Scheme - €734,242.27
Project Office WSIP 2010 - 2013 Dublin 
city

€292,415.08 €277,852.52

Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(Extension)

€6,710,381.37 €2,020,591.89

Vartry Tunnel Rehabilitation And Upgrade €37,510.00 -
Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - 
DRWRP - Tranche 3

€3,126,587.24 €1,419,665.26

Dun Laoghaire/Rath-
down

Carysfort To Maretimo Stream Improve-
ment

€5,363,579.18 -

Dun Laoghaire/Rath-
down

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown

- €82,015.77

Sandyford High Level WSS (Construction) €346,000.00 -
Shanganagh/Bray And Environs Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant

€136,172.36 -

Fingal County Council
Balbriggan/Skerries Sewerage Scheme 
Phase 3

€1,196,037.01 -

Balbriggan Skerries Wastewater Treatment 
Works (Construction)

€942,033.16 -

Balbriggan Water Supply Scheme Phase 1 s 
L I  - network & reservoir (HIGH level)

€1,056,249.45 -

Baldoyle Flood Relief  Stage 2 €340,196.42 -
Ballycoolin Regional Training Centre - 
Metering Survey Training

€450.00 €825.00

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Fingal - €146,143.02
Dublin Bay Project - Contract 5.1(b) €495,800.00 -
GDRDP Blanchardstown Sewerage 
Scheme - Mulhuddart Bridge Works

€255,817.00 -

GDRDP Blanchardstown SS - Contract 9, 
Permanent Flow Monitors

€8,694.61 €191,720.81

Greater Dublin Regional Drainage Project 
- Wastewater Treatment Plant & Orbital 
Sewer

€1,370,270.21 €560,774.38

Leixlip Water Treatment Plant Extension €11,446,677.35 €4,948,300.18
Leixlip Water Treatment Plant Extension €5,064,519.79 -
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Leixlip/Ballycoolen 3rd Rising Main & 
Storage Reservoir (Planning only)

€503,240.15 -

Portrane/ Donabate/Rush/Lusk WWTS - 
Contract No. 2  Channel/Sandy Road

€1,369,855.38 -

Fingal County Council
Project Office - GDRDP, Greater Dublin 
Regional Drainage Project

€388,953.88 -

Swords Main Drainage – Network - €1,098,234.05
Swords North Watermain Strengthening 
(Lissenhall to Jordanstown)

€574,162.52 -

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Water-
main Rehabilitation (Swords)

€1,025,792.33 €198,115.77

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Water-
main Replacement (Cottrelstown - Old-
town)

- €6,125.38

Water Services Transition Office - €1,644,025.94
Galway City Council

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Galway 
City

- €21,443.88

Galway city water conservation - phase 2 €1,271,885.25 €1,316,030.68
Galway City Water Supply - Integration 
With Tuam Rws

€131,739.55 -

Galway City Water Supply - Upgrade of 
Terryland Waterworks

€87,414.00 -

Galway Main Drainage - Knocknacarra 
Integration To City

€148,680.31 -

Galway Main drainage - mutton island 
operational and maintenance

€67,811.17   -

Galway Main drainage - mutton island 
operational and maintenance contract

€39,430.84 €80,734.85

Galway main drainage - phase 3 - volume c €297,764.51 -
Galway Main Drainage - Stage 3 €245,179.00 €247,541.00
Knocknacarra Sewerage Scheme - Stage 4 
(Serviced Land Initiative)

€557,960.43 -

Galway County Council Athenry Sewerage Scheme €10,651.00 -
Ballinasloe Main Drainage €19,769.00 -
Barna Sewerage €1,076,595.00 -
Claregalway & Milltown Sewerage 
Scheme

- €1,092,070.75

Galway County Council Clifden Regional Water Supply Scheme €113,971.00 -
Clifden Sewerage Improvement - €56,036.00
Costelloe R. W. S. S.  (Reservoir At Car-
raroe)

€201,631.00 €1,998,609.00

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Galway 
County

- €88,512.65

Dunmore Sewerage Scheme €370,672.92 -
Dunmore, Kilkerrin & Leenane Sewerage 
Schemes

€412,179.78 -

Galway City Western Environs - Network €179,912.00 €733,369.00
Galway County Water Conservation Stage 
3

- €22,827.63



Questions - Written Answers

182

Payee Project 2012 2013
Galway County Water Conservation Stage 
3 Advance Rehab Works

- €289,922.33

Galway Water Conservation Project €1,047,204.00 €665,431.00
INIS MOR WATER SUPPLY SCHEME 
TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE

€27,840.00 -

Kinvara Sewerage Scheme €22,802.00 €116,720.00
Leenane Sewerage €27,741.86  
Loughrea Regional Water Supply Stage 1 - €12,891.00
Milltown Sewerage €2,000.00  
Oughterard Sewerage Scheme €55,862.00 €145,493.00
Tuam Regional Water Supply Scheme - 
Stage 2 Town Distribution

€406,662.00 -

Tuam Regional Water Supply Scheme - 
Stage 2 Town Distribution Network

- €347,018.00

Western River Basin District Project €108,271.03 -
Kerry County Council Ardfert  (NSS Hub Cluster Sewerage 

Scheme)
€80,020.00 €237,568.84

Ballylongford Sewerage scheme €61,688.77 €28,880.54
Caherciveen Water Supply Improvement 
Scheme

€269,723.61 -

County Kerry Wastewater & Sludge Project 
- Strategy for Delivery

€331.98 -

Kerry County Council
County Kerry Water Conservation €59,568.95 -
County Kerry Water Conservation   - €379.32
County Kerry Water Conservation Stage 3 €954,098.72 €55,281.80
Domestic Water Metering Survey - Kerry   - €204,692.72
Farranfore Sewerage €82,146.79   -
Kenmare Water Supply Scheme €245,981.95   -
Kerry Central Regional WSS phase 1 - 
Scart reservoir

€1,156,387.91 €818,717.07

Kerry Central Regional Water Supply 
Scheme (Treatment)

€789,639.90 €469,553.52

Kerry Project Office Staff €220,027.82 €104,939.87
Kerry wastewater & sludge strategic study €23,779.21 €3,751.00
Kerry wastewater & sludge strategic study 
brief 2

- €17,038.51

Kerry wastewater & sludge strategic study 
brief 3

€19,373.13 -

Kerry Wastewater & Sludge Strategic 
Study Brief 4

€59,237.39 -

Kerry Water Conservation Stage 3 - Mains 
Rehabilitation Works - Derry South

€52,603.13 -

Kerry Water conservation Stage 3 - Tralee 
Estates 

- €174,686.79

Kerry Water Conservation Stage 3 Works 
- mains Rehab Works - Advance Works - 
Proposal No. 3  - Tralee town Lead Mains 
Replacement

€17,616.59   -

Kilcummin Sewerage Scheme
(Lough Leane Catchment Sewerage 
Schemes)

- €44,362.43
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Listowel Regional Water Supply Stage 4 
(Asdee)

€250,000.00 -

Milltown (NSS Hub Cluster Sewerage 
Scheme)

€78,326.91 -

Rathmore Sewerage Scheme €231,248.73 -
Tarbert Sewerage scheme €147,931.61 €408,017.05
Water Conservation Stage 3 - Ballygarran 
West

€99,555.78 -

Kerry County Council Water Conservation Stage 3 - Proposal No. 
7 - County Direct Labour

€137,348.52 €756,141.58

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Techni-
cal working Group

- €30,880.25

Waterville Water and Sewerage Scheme €2,115,289.52 -
Kildare County Council

Allenwood Sewerage €646,194.46  
Ballymore Eustace Sewage Treatment Plant 
SLI

- €1,155,880.80

Castledermot Regional Water Supply Phase 
2

€29,892.30 -

Castledermot Sewerage €1,006,178.90 -
Curragh/ Brownstown/ Cutbush/ Suncroft 
Sewerage

€458,226.40 -

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Kildare - €170,043.35
Kilcullen Sewerage €121,418.32 -
Kildare Town Sewerage Scheme €1,825,719.28 -
Kildare Water Strategy Phase 2 Castlewar-
den to Ballygoran

€1,905,447.62 €10,751,736.81

Kildare Water Strategy Study - North East 
Kildare RWSS. 

€2,872,408.42 -

Kildare Water Strategy Study - River Bar-
row Water Abstraction

€6,248,175.00 -

Kildare Water Strategy Study - River Bar-
row Water Abstraction Order

€12,033,915.00 €3,909,482.00

Kildare Water Strategy Study - Trunk Wa-
termains Ballymore Eus

€2,448,717.97 -

Kildare Water Strategy Study - Trunk Wa-
termains Ballymore Eustace/old Kilcullen/
Athy/Naas. Brief No. 3

€2,521,251.83 -

Monasterevin Sewerage Scheme €60,802.39 -
South Kildare Regional Water Supply - €231,442.76

Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

Bennettsbridge Inistioge & Mullinavat 
Wastewater Treatment Plants

€4,545.16 -

Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

Callan, Graiguenamanagh, Thomastown, 
Inistioge Water Supply Scheme

€18,269.40 -

Castlecomer Wastewater Treatment Plant - €25,400.63
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Kilken-
ny

- €76,012.37
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Freshford Johnstown 
Goresbridge SS 
Johnstown Goresbridge Interim Works 
Contract

€16,120.45 €22,374.48

Freshford Johnstown Goresbridge Sewer-
age Scheme - Freshford Interim Contract

€12,502.16 €181,327.72

Gowran Sewerage Scheme SLI €70,826.33 -
Gowran/Goresbridge/Paulstown R. W. S. S. €284,382.94 -
Kilkenny City Water Supply Improvement €357,769.57 €58,098.10
Kilkenny Main Drainage - Stage 4 
(Breagagh Valley)

€81,542.24 -

Kilkenny Main Drainage - Treatment 
Works Extension

€433,773.02 -

Kilkenny Water Conservation Scheme  
Phase 2

€940,695.35 €383,461.57

Kilkenny Water Conservation Stage 4 Wa-
termains Rehabilitation Advanced Works

€150,391.78 -

Kilkenny WSIP Project Office Staff €187,553.61 €105,576.29
Kilmacow Sewerage €514,350.00 €212,234.91
Piltown & Fiddown Wastewater Treatment 
Plant

- €65,572.30

Stoneyford Wastewater Treatment Plant - €23,307.06
Thomastown Inistioge Water Supply 
Scheme

€55,282.66 -

Urlingford Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(2012+)

- €24,300.08

Laois County Council Clonaslee Integrated Constructed Wetlands €276,526.65 -
Laois Grouped  Towns Sewerage Scheme   
Network Contract

€593,020.29 €443,486.69

Laois County Council
Laois Grouped Towns Sewerage Scheme D 
B O  Contract

€237,477.25 €2,729,295.72

Laois Project Office Staff €273,503.66 €222,286.91
Laois Water Conservation €261,899.09 €21,098.25
Laois Water Conservation Stage 3 Works 
Watermains Rehabilitation Programme 
Phase 1

€42,601.23 €175,895.85

Mountmellick Sewerage Extension €140,205.58 -
Mountmellick Sewerage Scheme Phase 2 €12,003.76 -
Portarlington Emo Ballybrittas Killenard 
Sewerage Scheme

€14,297.66 -

Portarlington Water Supply €191,147.48 -
Portlaoise Main Drainage Scheme - Stage 3 €991,418.37 -
Portlaoise Mountmellick WSS - Advanced 
Works RAL

€57,020.53 €81,087.19

Leitrim County Council Carrick-on-Shannon Sewerage Extension 
Scheme 

€300,000.00 -

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Leitrim - €14,266.86
Drumsna Sewerage - €99,193.15
Kinlough Tullaghan Water Supply Im-
provement Scheme

€140,033.72 -

Leitrim Project Office Staff €36,903.71 €55,376.43
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Project Office Staff for WSIP for Leitrim 
County Council
Leitrim Project Office Staff €41,571.48
Project Office Staff for WSIP for Leitrim 
County Council
Leitrim Towns & Villages Sewerage 
Scheme - 11

€628,619.31 -

Leitrim Water Conservation Scheme €180,199.00 €261,095.31
Leitrim Water Conservation Stage 3  Rising 
Main Upgrade Glenade WTP to Fertagh 
Reservoir

€75,626.07 -

Lurganboy Sewerage - €24,650.56
North Leitrim Regional Water Supply - €263,744.02

Leitrim County Council
North Leitrim Regional water supply 
Scheme

€228,824.42 €910,593.08

North Leitrim Regional Water Supply 
Scheme Phase 2

€265,561.02 -

South Leitrim Regional Water Supply 
Scheme Stage 4 Phase 1

€110,245.52 -

Limerick City Council Clareville/Newcastle Rising Main €15,053.00 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey - Limer-
ick City

- €19,714.85

Limerick City Southern Ring Main - Ros-
brien to Dock Road

€5,528.79 -

Limerick City Water Conservation- Stage 
3 - Phase 1 Rehab Works

€92,966.86 -

Limerick City Water Conservation- Stage 
3 - Phase 1 Rehab Works

€1,323,109.86 €1,513,618.35

Limerick City Water Supply - Dock Road 
to Ennis Road

€44,985.44 -

Limerick City Water Supply - Trunk Main 
Commissioning Valving

€10,361.14 €11,075.17

Limerick Main Drainage - Stage 3 Cohe-
sion

€2,862,471.00 -

Limerick Main Drainage - Stage 3 Non 
Cohesion

€1,221,997.00 -

Water Conservation - Stages 1 & 2 Find 
and Fix Contract

€1,183,355.62 €780,805.24

Limerick County Coun-
cil

Adare Sewerage €139,888.75 €2,283,194.93

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Limer-
ick County

 €45,221.25

Dromcollogher Sewerage Scheme €40,423.00 €67,346.00
Flooding At Woodvale Foynes - Shannon 
Estuary Water Supply Scheme

€150,792.90 -

Gouldavoher / Mungret Sewerage  - Phase 
2

€2,702,640.93 €382,912.37

Kilmallock Sewerage €984,208.58 €1,085,944.00
Limerick County Water Conservation - 
Stage 3 - Package 1

€355,103.65 €872,656.81

Shannon River BASIN management proj-
ect

€86,105.09 €10,000.00
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Longford County Coun-
cil

5 villages sewerage scheme - contract 2 
DBO

€1,078,276.89 €5,216,366.94

Granard/Ballymahon RWSS:  Contract 3 - 
Water Treatment Plant Upgrade

€634,237.51 -

Granard/Ballymahon RWSS :  Contract 4 - 
Pipelines Contract

€167,640.24 -

Lanesboro Water Supply stage 1 €1,860.00 €21,360.02
Longford Central Regional Water Supply 
Scheme

€173,253.61 €102,268.00

Longford Central Regional Water Sup-
ply Scheme - Contract 3 - Network and 
Reservoir

€2,617,971.73 €15,993.56

Longford Central Regional Water supply 
Scheme Strategic Review

€168,071.72 -

Longford Town Sewerage Scheme - Net-
work and Waste Water Treatment Plant 
Review

- €12,287.80

Longford Water Conservation - Active 
Leakage Control

€368,032.32 -

Longford Water Conservation - Stage 3 
Phase 1

€740,580.29 -

Lough Forbes Water Treatment Plant - 
Longford Central Regional

€21.89 -

Lough Forbes Water Treatment Plant - 
Longford Central Regional Water Supply 
Scheme

€86,457.62 €42,297.89

Louth County Council Ardee Sewerage Scheme €1,193.10 -
Blackrock Sewerage Scheme €2,898.71 -
Carlingford Sewerage  €240,242.30
Cooley Regional Water Supply Scheme  
Network Contract (Omeath)

€19,047.35   -

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Louth - €76,817.83
Drogheda Sewer Network Improvement 
Scheme Stage 1

€163,611.94 -

Dundalk and Drogheda Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant  Nutrient Rem

€35,996.39 -

Louth County Council
Dundalk and Drogheda Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant  Nutrient Removal

€18,003.61 -

Louth County Council - Water Conserva-
tion

€12,313.42 -

Louth Water Conservation Stage 3 mains 
rehabilitation

€112,140.44 €220,085.09

Termonfeckin/Baltray Sewerage - €124,979.71
Mayo County Council

Achill (phase 4) water - reservoir €41,420.67 -
Belmullet Sewerage €117,628.00   -
Castlebar Environs Sewerage Advance 
Section

- €24,734.43

Castlebar Regional Training Centre - Me-
tering Survey Training

- €390.00



14 November 2013

187

Payee Project 2012 2013
Charlestown/belay sewerage scheme   - €17,220.00
Cong Water Supply Scheme Network €766,459.65 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Mayo - €187,652.37
extension of Lough mask RWSS from shah 
to Westport

€284,407.00 -

Killala Sewerage Scheme Stage 3 €4,633.00 -
Lough Mask R W S - Ballyhaunis [Town] 
Water

€451,952.60 -

Lough Mask R W S - Ext Balla To Bal-
lyheane

€451,589.77 -

Lough Mask R W S St.2 Contract 6 & 7 
Ballinrobe/Claremorris

- €144,567.39

Lough Mask RWSS Water Treatment Plant 
Upgrade

€2,786,687.97 €3,970,554.63

Mayo Water Conservation - Stage 3 €511,940.74 €827,699.13
Water Conservation in Mayo (excluding 
Lough Mask)

€295,258.00 €174,885.00

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Ad-
vance Rehabilitation Contract At Wherrew

€19,210.13 -

Meath County Council Ashbourne Kilbride Ratoath Sewerage 
Scheme

€423,506.30 €796,706.43

Ashbourne Sewerage Scheme €170,935.81 -
Meath County Council

Carlanstown Sewerage Scheme SLI - €41,694.06
Clonmagadden Valley Sewerage Scheme 
SLI

- €117,274.17

Domestic Water Metering Survey – Meath - €107,239.82
Dunshaughlin Sewerage Scheme - Advance 
Emergency Works

  - €6,218.52

East Meath, South Louth & Drogheda 
Water Supply Improvement

€802,040.79 -

Enfield Sewerage Scheme SLI €317,525.36 €18,897.03
Kells Oldcastle Water Supply Scheme 
Water Treatment Plant Upgrade

€26,752.39 €17,579.31

Kilcarne/Johnstown Sewer Improvement 
Works

€269,958.86 -

Meath County Water Conservation & Stra-
tegic Water Supply Plan

€18,249.74 -

Meath County Water Conservation & Stra-
tegic Water Supply Plan 

€48,193.19 €11,602.42

Meath Grouped Do Schemes €2,519,711.84 -
Meath Project Office Staff €185,503.20 €148,140.75
Meath Water Conservation Stage 3 - Phase 
2 Watermains Rehabilitation, Contract 2

€401,666.59   -

Meath Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 
1Watermains Rehabilitation

€421,778.05 -

Meath Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 
1Watermains Rehabilitation

€234,253.05 -

Navan A C Watermains  Replacement 
Phase 2

€21,924.04 -

Navan Sewerage Leighsbrook Culvert - €84,790.40
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Navan Water Supply - Interim Scheme 
Kilcarne Water Treatment

€263,207.50 -

Oldcastle Sewerage Scheme €1,082,061.96 €2,478,543.95
Summerhill Water Supply Scheme €143,420.00   -

Meath County Council Trim Water Supply €201,074.26 -
Monaghan County 
Council

Carrickmacross Water Supply Augmenta-
tion

€71,301.30 -

Domestic Water Metering Survey – 
Monaghan

- €78,762.27

Monaghan Project Office Staff €52,234.72 €108,075.23
Monaghan Town Main Drainage- Collec-
tion Network

  - €24,817.56

Monaghan Water Conservation Stage 3 €13,209.35 €113,928.32
North Tipperary County 
Council

Clonmel Main Drainage Scheme - Sewer 
rehabilitation Stage 1

€835,271.34 -

Newport R. W. S. S. Stage 2 €715,681.00 -
Thurles Regional Water Stage 1 & 2 €119,530.00 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey - North 
Tipperary

  - €84,973.69

Nenagh Sewerage Scheme - Extension to 
Sewerage Plant

€68,754.00 €81,529.00

Newport R. W. S. S. Stage 2 €950,902.00   -
Newport R. W. S. S. Stage 2     €1,534,456.00   -
Roscrea Regional Training Centre - Meter-
ing Survey Training

€196.00 €545.00

Roscrea Water Supply (Improvements At 
Fanure & Glenbeha)

€92,110.00 €23,898.00

Thurles Regional Water Stage 1 & 2 €4,358,941.00 €1,760,666.00
WATER CONSERVATION NORTH 
TIPPERARY STAGE 3 CONTRACT 1 
PHASE 1

€130,439.00 €961,175.00

Water Services NATIONAL Training 
Group

€360,407.37 €141,988.07

Offaly County Council Birr Sewerage Improvement Scheme - 
Phase 11

€80,949.59 -

Birr pipelines Sewerage Scheme - €1,142,764.11
Clara Sewerage Scheme €2,431,766.09 -

Offaly County Council Clara WWTP SLI €278,419.28   -
Domestic Water Metering Survey – Offaly - €46,874.97
Ferbane Sewerage Scheme €423,931.25 -
Offaly Project Office €228,847.13 €233,371.37
Tullamore Sewerage Scheme €44,358.77 €844,881.39
Water Conservation Stage 3 Wks - Phase 1, 
Contract 5 - Tullamore - Arden Vale

€299,626.27 -

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 1 - Daingean

€36,931.46 -



14 November 2013

189

Payee Project 2012 2013
Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 1 - Daingean South & Tullamore 
Town North

€143,867.47 €3,582.37

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 3 - Birr Southwest, Edenderry - 
Francis St. & Edenderry - Southeast

€23,989.25 -

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 3 - Birr Southwest, Edenderry - 
Francis St. & Edenderry - Southeast

€164,532.35 €31,430.77

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 4 - Tullamore

€23,989.25   -

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works - Ph. 1, 
Contract 4 - Tullamore - Marian Place

€178,545.74 €895,077.19

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works, Ph.1 
Contract 2 - Birr Town

€24,832.11 -

Water Conservation Stg. 3 Works, Ph.1 
Contract 2 - Birr Town Centre & Tullamore 
Town South

€140,435.66 €15,881.74

Roscommon County 
Council

Castlerea Sewerage Scheme €651,725.03 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey - 
Roscommon

 €68,718.55

FOUR ROSCOMMON REGIONAL WA-
TER SUPPLY SCHEMES

€208,440.00 -

N. E Roscommon  Water  (Augmentation) €176,620.00 €113,257.00
Roscommon Towns & Villages Sewerage 
Scheme     

€1,106,154.00 -

Roscommon County 
Council

Roscommon Water Conservation €9,861.00 -
ROSCOMMON WATER CONSERVA-
TION - STAGE 3

€2,297,033.00 €690,942.00

West Roscommon RWSS incl Nth Roscom-
mon Castlerea and Ballinlough

- €100,292.00

Sligo County Council
Ballinacarrow sewerage SLI €50,496.73 -
Ballincar/Cregg/Rosses Point Sewerage €133,014.50 -
Ballygawley/Mullaghmore Sewerage 
Scheme

€132,227.76 -

Domestic Water Metering Survey - Sligo  €64,554.64
Enniscrone Sewerage Scheme - Phase 2 €60,486.29 -
Grange/Tubbercurry/Strandhill SS - 
WWTPs

€280,312.08 -

Lough Talt Water Supply Scheme - Refur-
bishment & Remedial Works

€115,012.20 -

Lough Talt Water Supply Scheme - Refur-
bishment & Remedial Works 

€204,063.21 €53,801.44

SLIGO & ENVIRONS S. S. ADVANCE 
WORKS PEARSE RD. STORM SEWER

- €1,144.91

Sligo Main Drainage D B O Contract - 
Sligo Co Co

€223,927.69 €104,561.50
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SLIGO WATER CON - STAGE 3 - south 
SLIGO WSS

€485,401.44 -

Sligo Water Conservation Project €8,501.46 -
Sligo Water Conservation Project - Stage 3 €145,430.14 -

South Dublin County 
Council

Boherboy Water Supply Scheme €4,736,584.12 -
Domestic Water Metering Survey - South 
Dublin

- €69,082.00

Lucan Development of Services - Toberma-
clugg S L I

€1,393,698.69 €396,744.55

Project Office - South Dublin County 
Council

€168,697.05 -

Saggart Rathcoole Newcastle Drainage 
Collection Improvement Scheme

€732,256.61   -

South Tipperary County 
Council

Burncourt & Fethard Regional Water Sup-
ply Scheme DBO

- €458,224.46

Carrick-on-Suir Main Drainage Stage 1- 
Sewers

€10,620.88 €486,412.84

Carrick-on-Suir Sewerage Sch. Stage 2 - 
Advance Works

  - €62,449.97

Clonmel Town & Rural - Newchapel 
Reservoir

 - €46,048.04

Clonmel Town & Rural WSS - Advance 
Wks @ Graigue & Killurney incl. Newcha-
pel Reservoir

 - €197,343.73

Clonmel Town and Rural Water Supply 
Scheme

€684,729.32  -

Domestic Water Metering Survey - South 
Tipperary

 - €33,886.14

Fethard Network Rehab - Water Conserva-
tion

€299,569.96 €597,497.02

Fethard Regional Water Supply Scheme 
Stage 2

€215,421.61 €887,356.00

Fethard Sewerage Scheme  - €67,279.41
South Tipperary - project Office  - €281,908.04
Tipperary Grouped DBO Scheme & 
WWTP (11 Plants)

€1,605,420.49  -

Tipperary Grouped DBO Scheme & 
WWTP/ Carrick on Suir W w t

€490,108.86  -

Tipperary Water Conservation Phase 2 €688,905.41  -
Waterford City Council

Water Conservation - Stage 3 works - plan-
ning

€372,493.00 €59,380.44

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works €21,439.24 €21,451.20
WATER SERVICES ON OUTER RING 
ROAD

 - €187,993.34

Waterford city sewerage scheme - contract 
1

 - €78,857.65

Waterford City Sewerage Scheme - con-
tract 2c

€519,613.28 €393,184.89
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Waterford M. D. - ( phase 2) €716,635.89  -

Waterford City Council Waterford M. D. - ( phase 2) €2,637,253.20 €126,234.88
Waterford County 
Council

Ardmore Water Supply Scheme - Stage 2 €39,675.06  
Cheekpoint Sewerage Scheme - Construc-
tion Stage Budget

 - €31,056.97

Clonea Power Sewerage Scheme - Contract 
2 (Network & Treatment)

 - €181,013.52

Deelish Ballinacourty Water Supply 
Scheme

 - €173,532.70

Dungarvan Sewage Treatment Works/Col-
lection System

€2,919,720.50  -

Dungarvan Water supply Scheme €1,690.80  -
Dunmore East Water Supply Scheme €26,432.33  
Dunmore East Water supply Scheme 
- Phase 1 (Pumping station & Source 
Changeover) 

 - €98,276.79

East Waterford WSS - St. 2 - Cons 2, 3, 11, 
12, 13, 14

€32,529.39  -

East Waterford WSS - St. 2 - Cons 2,3 ,11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16

€355,171.05  -

East Waterford WSS - St. 2 - Cons 2, 3, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16 

€213,697.05 €244,411.13

Kilmacthomas Water Supply Scheme  - €25,180.40
Waterford County Project Office  - €263,714.96
Waterford County Water Conservation 
Stage 3. Works Watermains

€285,985.00  -

Waterford County Water Conservation 
Stage 3. Works Watermains Rehabilitation 
Project Phase 1 - Contract 3

€574,545.92  -

Waterford County Water Conservation 
Stage 3. Works Watermains Rehabilitation 
Project Phase 1 - Contract 3 

€528,233.25 €847,444.84

Waterford seven Grouped Villages Sewer-
age Scheme

€2,263,774.61 €1,337,570.57

Waterford County 
Council

West Waterford  Water Supply - Contract 1  - €111,444.26

Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Drainage Relief Study €11,672.40 €165,725.24

Domestic Water Metering Survey - West-
meath

 - €136,508.63

Lough Owel Water Treatment Plant  -DBO 
Contract

€352,096.91  -

Lough Owel Water Treatment Plant  -DBO 
Contract

€172,874.30  -

Water Supply to Royal Canal from Lough 
Ennell

€576,473.62  -

Westmeath Project Office Staff €211,463.85 €119,660.40
Westmeath Water Conservation €92,877.07  -
Westmeath water Conservation Stage 3 - 
Countywide Watermains Rehabilitation

€869,228.90  -
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Westmeath Water Conservation Stage 3 
Phase 1 Athlone Watermains Rehabilitation

€82,306.37  -

Westmeath Water Conservation Stage 3 
Phase 1 Mullingar Watermains Rehabilita-
tion

€113,656.42 €613,564.36

Wexford County Council Wexford Main Drainage €665,142.88 €483,316.76
Bunclody Water Supply Scheme - Serviced 
Land Initiative

€393,600.00  -

Capital project Office €182,992.79  
Carrick-on-bannow Sewerage  - €118,776.74
Castlebridge Sewerage Scheme Sli €493,836.40  -
Domestic Water Metering Survey - Wex-
ford

 €111,324.59

Enniscorthy Sewerage Scheme phase 3 
DBO

€566,290.08  -

Gorey Regional Water Supply  Scheme - 
Wellfield

€2,110,032.39  -

Gorey Sewerage Scheme  €141,230.00
New Ross Main Drainage €272,826.94  -

Wexford County Council
New Ross Water Supply Scheme -- Con-
tract 1 WTP Upgrade

€650,634.67  -

Piercetown Sewerage Scheme SLI €368,440.20 €49,000.00
Rosslare Strand Sewerage Scheme SLI  - €22,473.00
Taghmon Sewerage Scheme SLI €1,567,164.16  
water Conservation - Stage 3 - Phase 1 - 
Contract 2

€1,640,879.15 €722,152.62

Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Phase 
1 - contract 4

 - €237,639.39

Wexford MD WWTP Phase 2 - Serviced 
Land Initiative

€394,544.00  -

Wexford water conservation project - con-
tract 1

€129,541.29  -

Wexford water Conservation Stage 3 proj-
ect - contract 3 - direct labour

€882,727.85  -

Wicklow County Council
Arklow Main Drainage  - €493,957.78
Arklow Water Supply Stage 3 €306,578.96  
Arklow Water Supply Stage 3 €116,478.81 €193,963.50
Domestic Water Metering Survey - Wick-
low

 - €99,302.36

Dunlavin Sewerage Scheme  - €236,952.08
Greystones Sewerage Scheme (SLI) - 
Wastewater Treatment Plant - DBO

€574,176.84  -

Newtownmountkennedy/Kilcoole Regional 
Sewerage SLI

€706,268.06  -

Water Conservation Stage 3 - Watermains 
Rehabilitation Contract 1

€140,343.23  -

Wicklow Sewerage Scheme €1,598,471.87 €136,599.13
Wicklow Town Water Supply Scheme €775,865.06 €191,400.15

  In addition to the project expenditure set out in the table, some miscellaneous expenditure 



14 November 2013

193

was incurred, including expenditure incurred in support of the WSIP.  This amounted to some 
€1.7 million in 2012 and amounts to some €3.9 million to date in 2013.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 111.

14/11/2013WRN00150Water Quality Issues

14/11/2013WRN00200114. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the steps residents in a village can take if they are unhappy with the results 
of a county council’s water quality report if they feel the water is still sub-standard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48634/13]

14/11/2013WRN00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the first instance the issue should be raised directly with the relevant local authority 
in order to resolve the problem. However if the problem persists the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) operates an environmental complaints service through which it will investigate 
environmental problems highlighted by members of the public including complaints in relation 
to drinking water and water pollution. Details of how to make an environmental complaint are 
available at www.environ.ie or by contacting the EPA. Details in this regard are available on the 
Agency’s website at www.epa.ie/enforcement/report.

14/11/2013WRN00350Water Meters Installation

14/11/2013WRN00400115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is funding available to assist jobseekers who wish to take the manda-
tory one day course in water meter installation, in view of the commitment to 25% of jobs going 
to jobseekers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48636/13]

14/11/2013WRN00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.

The completion of advance training is not a prerequisite for recruitment by a main contrac-
tor or by sub-contractors. Training is provided to all personnel who are recruited to be involved 
in the installation of water meters, irrespective of previous experience, and at no cost to the 
personnel.

The social inclusion commitment that forms part of the contracts for the metering pro-
gramme requires that a minimum of 25% of the jobs be allocated to people on the live register, 
small businesses and school leavers/graduates gaining employment. Irish Water has informed 
my Department that since the start of metering in August, over 50% of people employed have 
come from the social inclusion target groups.

14/11/2013WRN00550Local Authorities Management

14/11/2013WRN00600116. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the north west assistant general 
secretary of the IMPACT trade union which represents the majority of staff in the Sligo local 
authorities said last week that the appointment of a new Sligo County Manager provides the 
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incumbent with an opportunity to reconnect with council staff and the citizens of Sligo; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the union states that it will be encouraging a more open 
and inclusive style of management; if he will take steps to encourage the management team in 
Sligo County Council to become more open and inclusive in its style of management; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48647/13]

14/11/2013WRN00700117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 11 of the 12 serving councillors 
on Sligo Borough Council boycotted the retirement function for the outgoing Sligo County 
Manager; if an official from his Department represented the Department at the function; if he 
will identify the official who represented his Department; the purpose of his Department repre-
sentative attending the function; the total costs incurred by his Department in respect of salary, 
overtime payment, travel and subsistence and so on for the said official; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48648/13]

14/11/2013WRN00800125. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the only member of council staff 
obliged to attend a statutory meeting of a local authority is a county-city manager who desig-
nates themselves meetings administrator; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the 
formal calling of a council meeting must be done by notice from a meetings administrator; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that on a number of occasions when the Sligo County Man-
ager wanted meetings of Sligo Borough Council to take place he designated himself as meet-
ings administrator and issued notice for meetings in accordance with the Local Government Act 
2001; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that on occasions when the County Manager 
did not want meetings of the borough council to take place he designated another official who 
refused to carry out the duties of meetings administrator; if regulations can be introduced to 
ensure that a county manager carries out his-her statutory duties in respect of the calling of 
meetings of a local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48722/13]

14/11/2013WRN00900126. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of meetings with his Department officials, a person (details supplied), 
the outgoing Chairperson of the County and City Managers Association, participated in; the 
dates of the said meetings; the purpose of each meeting; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48723/13]

14/11/2013WRN01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 116, 117, 125 and 126 together.

I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 681 and 706 of 5 November 2013, which sets out the 
position in relation to arrangements for meetings of local authorities.  I have no function in the 
assignment of duties with in a local authority as this, along with the broader management of the 
local authority, is a matter for each County/City Manager concerned.

I have no function in relation to the decisions of local authority elected members as regards 
whether or not to attend retirement events.

As is usual in the case of events to mark the retirement of a County Manager, my Depart-
ment was represented at the function to mark the retirement of the Sligo County Manager,  Mr.  
Hubert Kearns on 1 November 2013. On that occasion, my Department was represented by a 
Principal Officer, Mr. Jim Ganley.  The function was held outside normal office hours and Mr. 
Ganley, who is headquartered at my Department’s offices in Ballina, attended the function at his 
own expense and at no cost to my Department.

While no central record exists in my Department regarding meetings involving my Depart-
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ment and Mr. Kearns while Chairman of the County and City Managers ’ Association (CCMA), 
the Table below sets out available information in relation to meetings of this kind. 

 Date Purpose of the Meeting 
12/12/2011 Meeting of CCMA representatives with the Secretary General 

and Assistant Secretary, Local Government Division, Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government 

12/12/2011 Meeting of CCMA representatives with the Local Government 
Efficiency Review Implementation Group 

14/02/2012 Meeting with Chairman of the Local Government Efficiency 
Review Implementation Group and Assistant Secretary, Local 
Government Division, Department of the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government 

16/02/2012 Meeting of CCMA Executive with Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government’s Management Advi-
sory Committee 

21/02/2012 Meeting of the full CCMA with the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government and the Minister of 
State for Housing and Planning. 

06/06/2012 Meeting of the CCMA Chair and the CCMA sub-committee 
chairs with the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government  

14/11/2013WRN01150Local Authorities Management

14/11/2013WRN01200118. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that under the management of the Sligo 
County Manager (details supplied) and their management team, Sligo County Council has had 
the highest overall deficit balance of all county and city councils as outlined in its respective 
annual financial statements; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Sligo County Coun-
cil had a deficit of €2,815,649 on its revenue account for the year ending 31 December 2008, a 
deficit of €3,232,961 for the year ending 31 December 2009, a deficit of €2,463,505 for the year 
ending 31 December 2010, a deficit of €2,973,000 for the year ending 31 December 2011 and 
a deficit of €2,455,000 for the year ending 31 December 2012; that the council’s total revenue-
capital debt is now in excess of €80 million and growing; if he will consider amending the Local 
Government Act 2001 to allow the new County Manager to appoint a different management 
team when they take up their appointment with Sligo County Council; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48649/13]

14/11/2013WRN01300119. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will elaborate on his recent statement on RTE’s “Prime Time” programme 
when he said Sligo is one of the reasons we are reforming local authorities; if at any stage his 
Department expressed dissatisfaction with the Sligo County Manager and the council manage-
ment team’s regarding the management of the council’s finances; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [48650/13]

14/11/2013WRN01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 118 and 119 together.

It is a matter for each local authority, including Sligo County Council, to determine its own 
spending priorities in the context of the annual budgetary process having regard to both locally 
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identified needs and available resources. The elected members of a local authority have direct 
responsibility in law for all reserved functions of the authority, which include adopting the an-
nual budget and authorising borrowing, and are democratically accountable for all expenditure 
by the local authority.

To enhance the financial management and audit control systems in local authorities, an 
audit committee, with both councillor and expert external membership, is now in place in each 
county and city council. The functions of an audit committee are to review financial and budget-
ary reporting practices and procedures within a local authority, foster the development of best 
practice in the internal audit function, review auditors’ reports and special reports and assess 
follow-up action by management, assess and promote efficiency and value for money, review 
risk management systems and make such recommendations to the authority as the committee 
considers appropriate in respect of such matters.   

While it is a matter for individual local authorities, including Sligo County Council, to man-
age their own day-to-day finances in a prudent and sustainable manner, my Department is in 
regular and ongoing consultation with the Council in relation to its financial position.

The Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting People First, which was 
published in October 2012, sets out Government policy in terms of a comprehensive range of 
reforms in relation to local government structures, functions, funding, governance and opera-
tional matters. A key objective of the local government reform programme is to address weak-
nesses in the existing system, including greater financial discretion for local authorities. These 
issues are being addressed in the reform programme, particularly in the context of the Local 
Government Bill 2013, which is currently at Second Stage in the Dáil. 

Appointments to senior management positions in local authorities are made in accordance 
with the appropriate legislation governing appointments to the local government sector. The 
selection and appointment of senior local authority employees, including Directors of Service, 
is a matter for the Public Appointments Service. Under section 159 of the Local Government 
Act 2001, each City and County Manager is responsible for staffing arrangements in individual 
local authorities.

I have no plans to amend the Local Government Act 2001 in the manner set out in the ques-
tion.

14/11/2013WRN01450Local Authority Staff Remuneration

14/11/2013WRN01500120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of the gross lump sum, the gross severance gratuity and annual pension 
that has been paid to the retired Sligo County Manager (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48651/13]

14/11/2013WRN01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authority managers who held office prior to 26 July 2012, including the recently 
retired Sligo County Manager, are entitled to be considered for superannuation benefits under 
Article 78(1) of the Local Government (Superannuation) (Consolidation) Scheme 1998 to 2012.

The particular benefits for an individual local authority manager are, in the first instance, a 
matter for his/her employer.

14/11/2013WRN01650Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding
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14/11/2013WRN01700121. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding has been sanctioned to begin works on sewerage scheme (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; when it is envisaged that this project will commence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48660/13]

14/11/2013WRN01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Kilcummin Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s Water Services In-
vestment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to advance through planning. The most recent 
proposal from the Council in relation to this scheme was received by my Department in June 
2012. My Department has examined the proposal and has requested further information from 
the Council. On receipt of this information the proposal will be further considered.

14/11/2013WRO00150Social and Affordable Housing Provision

14/11/2013WRO00200122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will provide approval for a contract to be signed (details supplied) in 
County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48661/13]

14/11/2013WRO00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A proposal for the construction of a house at 9 Ard Ed-
mond, Castletown was submitted to my Department by Laois County Council in response to a 
call for proposals in June 2012 for the purchase or construction of new social housing units over 
the period 2012 to 2014, based on priority and need.   

My Department recently notified Laois County Council of funding approval of €207,970  to 
advance the construction of a dwelling in Castletown to meet the specific accommodation needs 
of a family in this area. 

14/11/2013WRO00350Social and Affordable Housing Maintenance

14/11/2013WRO00400123. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the policies and protocols which govern the management of local au-
thority houses; the factors which influence a decision to keep individual properties boarded up 
for an extended period of time; his views on the current situation in an estate (details provided) 
in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48673/13]

14/11/2013WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, the manage-
ment and maintenance of the local authority housing stock, including the compilation and fund-
ing of on-going maintenance programmes, is a matter for individual authorities, in this case 
Meath County Council. 

As part of my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are 
allocated funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and 
overall quality of their social housing stock, including the regeneration of large social housing 
estates and flat complexes, estate-wide remedial works schemes, funding for extensions and 
adaptations to meet the needs of tenants with a disability etc. Funding is also provided by my 
Department for a programme of retrofitting works aimed at improving the energy efficiency of 
the housing stock. Earlier this year I allocated a total of €598,807 to Meath County Council 
for spending on remedial and retrofitting works on a county-at-large basis. It is a matter for the 
Council to plan and implement the retrofitting works to be funded from this allocation. 
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14/11/2013WRO00550Irish Water Remit

14/11/2013WRO00600124. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will elaborate on the statement made by the head of the Revenue Com-
missioners at the recent finance committee meeting where she was discussing the property tax 
where she clearly stated that the persons who are involved in the installation of water meters in 
Water Ireland will be used for the purpose of spying on householders and reporting with regard 
to the valuation which they put on their properties; if he will clarify what exactly is meant by 
this statement as the public deserve to know what exactly is on between his Department and 
the Revenue Commissioners with regard to property tax; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48688/13]

14/11/2013WRO00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the domestic metering programme. It is central to the e-Government 
strategy on improved data sharing and linking across the public service that data should be 
shared between Government Departments and Agencies, where such sharing is mutually ben-
eficial, and I support that strategy.  The 2013 Act provides Irish Water with the power to obtain 
information from the Revenue Commissioners which is necessary for the performance of its 
functions. In my capacity as Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
I have no function in relation to the performance by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners 
of its statutory functions. 

Questions Nos. 125 and 126 answered with Question No. 116.

14/11/2013WRO00850Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

14/11/2013WRO00900127. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the non principal private residence charge; if 
this charge has ceased for householders; and from what date. [48794/13]

14/11/2013WRO01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 per annum and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant 
properties. Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect Non-Principal Private 
Residence Charges, and late payment fees due to it and all Charges and late payment fees im-
posed and payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority 
concerned.   

Since its introduction in 2009, the Charge has been an important source of revenue for local 
authorities and has funded the provision of vital local services.  Approximately 357,000 proper-
ties have been registered for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge, which has raised in 
excess of €390m to date over its five years of operation.   

This year will be the final year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charge.

14/11/2013WRO01050Asylum Applications
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14/11/2013WRO01100128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for asylum in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48584/13]

14/11/2013WRO01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Applications for refugee status 
in the State are determined by an independent process comprising the Office of the Refugee 
Applications Commissioner and the Refugee Appeals Tribunal which make recommendations 
to the Minister on whether such status should be granted.

If an application for asylum has been made by the person concerned, the Deputy will be 
aware that it is not the practice to comment on applications which have not completed this pro-
cess.  All applications for refugee status are considered on their individual merits on a case by 
case basis having regard to the subjective and objective elements of the claim.

14/11/2013WRO01250Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

14/11/2013WRO01300129. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will deal 
with the major justice issues in Anne Cadwallader’s new book Lethal Allies, which deals with 
British collusion in Ireland.  [48599/13]

14/11/2013WRO01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In answering the Deputy’s 
Question I would say at the outset that I do not think any of us can forget the many horrific acts 
of violence related to the conflict in Northern Ireland or, indeed, the pain that is still being felt 
as a result.  The survivors and the relatives of those killed and injured have borne the grief of 
these tragic events and the memory of their loved ones lives on with them.

The atrocities perpetrated in Dublin, Monaghan, Dundalk and elsewhere in the 1970s and 
incidents such as the massacre of the Miami Showband stand out in the memory as particularly 
bloody episodes in this island’s history.  These incidents are among those reflected on in the 
book to which the Deputy refers.  The Garda authorities are, of course, aware of the claims in 
the book.  The Deputy will be aware that the author relies to some extent on material arising 
from the PSNI’s Historical Enquiries Team.  The Garda Authorities maintain a close working 
relationship with the PSNI and the HET.

As the Deputy is aware, the late Judge Henry Barron and Patrick McEntee SC carried out 
detailed and painstaking inquiries into those awful events in Dublin and Monaghan in May 
1974 and, indeed, other tragic atrocities that took place between 1972 and 1976 in which so 
many innocent people lost their lives.  The Garda authorities co-operated fully with the Barron 
and McEntee inquiries.

The Deputy will recall that this House and Seanad Éireann have previously and unani-
mously urged the British Government to allow access to documents relevant to these events.  I 
know that many Deputies in this House have raised this issue directly with our counterparts at 
Westminster and that they will continue to do so.

For its part, since this Government took office, the Taoiseach has raised the issue with the 
British Prime Minister and the Tánaiste has also raised the matter with the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland.  The Deputy will wish to note also that the Taoiseach met with Justice for 
the Forgotten and a group of victims and relatives in July of this year and assured them of the 
Government’s continued support for their cause.

14/11/2013WRP00150Garda Vetting Applications
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14/11/2013WRP00200130. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will expedite 
a Garda clearance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [48602/13]

14/11/2013WRP00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 13 November, 2013.  The application 
is currently being processed and once completed will be returned to the registered organisation 
concerned.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for applica-
tions is now approximately 7-9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and 
the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this process-
ing time being exceeded on occasion. Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the 
processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. This improvement reflects the fact 
that I have given this matter particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources 
required to perform this most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.

In that context, I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also 
underway. This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing 
the time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received. The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.      

14/11/2013WRP00350Garda Vetting Applications

14/11/2013WRP00400131. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
waiting time for Garda vetting applications for volunteers; if it is possible to reduce the waiting 
time further as the delays can often act as a barrier for volunteering in much needed sectors; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48621/13]

14/11/2013WRP00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current average processing time for applications is now approximately 7-9 
weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional 
information on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on 
occasion. Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the processing time of 14 weeks 
which existed in July this year. This improvement reflects the fact that I have given this matter 
particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this 
most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.

In that context, I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
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for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also 
underway. This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing 
the time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received. The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.      

14/11/2013WRP00550Garda Districts

14/11/2013WRP00600132. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of search warrants issued to each Garda district drugs unit in the Dublin metropolitan region for 
the years 2010, 2011, 2012, and to date in 2013.  [48624/13]

14/11/2013WRP00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that the information requested by the Deputy cannot be extrapolated centrally from 
the Garda PULSE system and can only be sourced by undertaking a manual review of each case 
where a search was conducted.

I am further advised by the Garda authorities that such a review would require a dispro-
portionate expenditure of Garda time and resources to identify the number of warrants issued 
specifically to drug related units which could not be justified in current circumstances where 
there are other significant demands on Garda resources.

14/11/2013WRP00750Road Traffic Offences

14/11/2013WRP00800133. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the top 
twenty locations in the State where the highest number of motorists exceeding the speed limit 
have been detected, either through the use of intercept or non-intercept detections or with a 
combination of both types of detections, in 2012 and to date in 2013.  [48629/13]

14/11/2013WRP00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by an Garda 
Síochána that for operational reasons it does not publish data in respect of speeding detections 
made at specific locations.

14/11/2013WRP00950Garda Deployment

14/11/2013WRP01000134. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reductions in 
Garda resources and numbers operating out of Blanchardstown Garda station that have tak-
en place in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 respectively; and if he will immediately increase 
resources in the area in view of several serious incidents that have taken place in the area.  
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[48632/13]

14/11/2013WRP01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the Garda 
Regions, Divisions, and Districts, the various Garda national units and of course Garda Head-
quarters. Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these 
resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the strength of the Blanchardstown 
District on 31 December 2011 and 2012, and on 30 September 2013, the latest date for which 
figures are readily available, was as set out in the table below.

Station 31/12/11 31/12/12 31/09/13
Blanchardstown 186 162 161
Cabra 75 85 82
Finglas 120 117 111

There are also 35 Garda Reserves and 22 Civilians attached to the Blanchardstown Garda 
District.

14/11/2013WRP01150Ministerial Correspondence

14/11/2013WRP01200135. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
spond to correspondence on the case of a person (details supplied). [48642/13]

14/11/2013WRP01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department has responded on a number of occasions to correspondence concerning the case in 
question and I myself wrote to the person referred to on 1 October.  While I fully appreciate the 
distress felt by all concerned, as has been set out in previous correspondence the prosecution of 
offences is a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions and I have no function in relation to 
the management of such prosecutions, nor can I comment or interfere in the manner in which 
an individual case is dealt with before the courts. The Deputy will also appreciate that I have 
no function in relation to the correspondence between the person in question and the Office of 
the Attorney-General.

14/11/2013WRP01350Irish Prison Service

14/11/2013WRP01400136. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of occasions when a director of a State agency, the Irish Prison Service, established in 1999, has 
reported a conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest in relation to procurement; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48694/13]

14/11/2013WRP01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The IPS is committed to the 
principles of fair and transparent procurement and achieving value for money.  The primary 
goal of Procurement is to support the Irish Prison Service (IPS) in achieving its strategic objec-
tives.  The IPS Procurement Policy states that we must undertake procurement in a professional 
manner and to the highest ethical standard.  The Procurement Policy aims to ensure corporate 
governance and to provide a clear, consistent and best practice approach to procurement in the 
IPS.
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The IPS expenditure on non-pay items including suppliers, works and services amounts 
to approximately €98 million per annum.  This expenditure extends across a diverse range of 
products that include highly complex building projects, security equipment, medicines, victual-
ling, uniforms, professional services and ICT.   Prior to 2007, the Irish Prison Service operated 
under the Department of Finance Public Procurement Guidelines Competitive Process 2004.  
Certain IPS posts which include Directors are designated as ones which are subject to the re-
quirements of Section 18 of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995.  The Department of Finance 
Circular 4/2002 sets out obligations under the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 and the Stan-
dards in Public Office Act 2001.

Since July 2007 when the Code of Standards and Behaviour was published and included 
specific requirements in relation to the disclosure of conflicts of interest, it has been the policy 
for the Irish Prison Service to require members of Evaluation Boards to declare if they have a 
conflict or potential conflict of interest in relation to procurement.  This approach is enshrined in 
the IPS Procurement Policy that was first published in September 2008 and the updated Policy 
in April 2012. There has been no occasion when a conflict of interest or potential conflict of 
interest has been reported by a current Director of the Irish Prison Service in relation to Pro-
curement.

14/11/2013WRP01550Irish Prison Service

14/11/2013WRP01600137. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of contracts for the supply of goods or services concluded between a firm and a State agency 
(details supplied) since 1999; the aggregate value of those contracts for each calendar year; 
the number of instances where contracts were awarded to the firm concerned without going to 
tender or without the application of formal procurement procedures; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48695/13]

14/11/2013WRP01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of contracts for 
the supply of goods or services concluded between the aforementioned company and the Irish 
Prison Service (IPS) are 101 since 1999.

The first two tables show information that has previously been supplied to the PAC in 2008 
and they show the works carried out by the aforementioned company up to the end of 2007.   
This information was the subject of intense scrutiny by the C&AG and the Public Accounts 
Committee in 2008.  Following on from the 2008 C&AG Annual Report, the IPS implemented 
construction frameworks for tendering large capital works, for projects up to €5m,   commenc-
ing in 2008.  A further similar framework was implemented in 2011. These frameworks are 
operated under EU tendering guidelines to ensure that the process is open and transparent.  For 
projects of over €5m a separate EU tender exercise is advertised to the market as a whole.

There were 6 successful construction companies admitted to the 2011 framework.  These 
6 pre-approved companies are invited to tender for each capital project identified under the 
framework. Each tender under the framework is evaluated and awarded under a set award cri-
teria for frameworks with marks available for cost and technical merit.  The last table shows 
the works carried out by the aforementioned company since 2008 under these new tendering 
arrangements.

  Works completed by the aforementioned company  2002
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Facility Total Value of Contracts 
€m

Number of Contracts

Cloverhill 2.2 1
Portlaoise 4.1 2
Midlands gym building 0.7 1
Beladd House  3.0 3
Loughan House 2.4 3
St. Patrick’s special school 2.7 1
Total costs 15.1 11

  Works completed by the aforementioned company 2004 to 2007

Facility Total Value of Contracts 
€m

Number of Contracts

Castlerea Prison 42.07 13
Special Service Wide Projects 20.90 5
Loughan House 12.58 7
Shelton Abbey 5.71 2
Mountjoy Prison 4.43 12
Portlaoise Prison 3.78 6
Cloverhill Prison 1.61 5
Midlands Prison 1.48 1
St. Patrick’s Institution 1.31 5
Wheatfield Prison 0.85 3
Cork Prison 0.77 3
Beladd House, Prison Service Training Centre 0.74 2
Limerick Prison 0.52 4
Building Services Division 0.17 2
Small Works Training Unit, Arbour Hill, IPS 
HQ Longford

0.07 3

Total Costs 96.99 73

  Works completed by the aforementioned company 2008 to date, 2013

Facility Total Value of Contracts  
€m

Number of Contracts

BSD, Santry 0.013 1
Mountjoy Complex 8.095 6
Wheatfield Prison 4.40 3
Arbour Hill Prison 0.497 2
Limerick & Cork Prisons 0.358 2
Loughan House 0.161 1
Midlands Prison 26.908 2
Total Costs 40.432 17

14/11/2013WRQ00150Garda Investigations

14/11/2013WRQ00200138. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the assault of a person (details supplied).  [48709/13]
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14/11/2013WRQ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the matter referred to by the Deputy is the subject of an ongoing investigation.  
As the matter is under investigation it would be inappropriate for me to comment further at this 
time.

14/11/2013WRQ00350Departmental Staff Promotions

14/11/2013WRQ00400139. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a competition for promotion held in 2011 for the position of 
assistant principal officer gave rise to a number of complaints among candidates; if he will con-
firm that complaints were made to the Commission for Public Service Appointments in respect 
of this competition; his views on the findings and recommendations made by the CPSA; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48712/13]

14/11/2013WRQ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The competition in question 
was a confined appointment process for the position of Assistant Principal and took place in 
2010.  There were a total of 102 applicants of which 55 were short-listed for interview. Three 
applicants sought a review in accordance with the Commission for Public Service Appoint-
ments’ Code of Practice. 

Two of the requests for review related to decisions in the short-listing process.  The third 
request for review was related to the interview process and it was this request that was referred 
to the Commission by way of an appeal of the review carried out by the Department. 

The Commission was satisfied that all of the candidates in the process were treated in a 
consistent manner.  Some shortcomings in how the selection criteria were defined were identi-
fied and the Department has taken account of the Commission’s recommendations in any sub-
sequent competitions.

14/11/2013WRQ00550Ministerial Appointments

14/11/2013WRQ00600140. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will list the 
persons that he has appointed or reappointed to the Parole Board; if he will provide the criteria 
to determine who to appoint and reappoint; if the selection process is transparent and account-
able; his plans to appoint a person to the board from an organisation representing the victims of 
crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48713/13]

14/11/2013WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that I 
made the following appointments to the Parole Board: 

Year Appointments
July, 2011 Mr. John Costello, Chairman

Mr. Ciarán de Buis 
July, 2012 Mr. Willie Connolly

Mr. Eddie Rock
Ms Nora McGarry 
Mr. Shane McCarthy (re-appointed)

August, 2012 Mr. Brian Murphy (ex-officio)
Mr. Vivian Geiran (ex-officio)
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Year Appointments
January, 2013 Mr. Ray Kavanagh 

Mr. Mick Duff

The members appointed by me represent a diverse range of experience and expertise which 
I believe is invaluable to the work of the Board.  Further details on membership are set out in 
the Board’s Annual Report which I recently published and is available on my Department’s 
website at www.justice.ie.

I announced my intention in 2011 to enact legislation to place the Parole Board on a statu-
tory footing which I believe will help to strengthen the Board and improve its functions.   Work 
is under way and progress is being made.  Decisions have yet to be finalised on exactly what 
role a statutory Parole Board should play, what powers it should have, and how it should fit into 
the overall criminal justice system.  I addressed the inaugural conference of the Parole Board 
in that regard on Friday 25 October, 2013.  The discussions focussed on several aspects of the 
parole process, including the role of victims and the extent to which they should be involved in 
the process, and experience from other jurisdictions.  Those discussions will also help inform 
this process.

I have also appointed a group to carry out a strategic review of penal policy.  This is a wide-
ranging and important review with implications for the future direction and implementation of 
penal policy in Ireland.  I expect the group to report early in the new year.  When I have con-
sidered their recommendations, I will bring proposals forward to Government for a statutory 
Parole Board.   As I have said before, in that context I will bear in mind the Deputy’s suggestion 
on victim representation.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRQ00800141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency-eligibility and or entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48734/13]

14/11/2013WRQ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted permission to remain in the State on 18 May, 2005, for an initial two year period, under 
the revised arrangements applicable to the non-EEA national parents of Irish born citizen chil-
dren born in the State before 1 January, 2005, more commonly known as the IBC/05 Scheme. 
This permission was later renewed for a further three years, to 18 May, 2010. Subsequently the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) renewed his permission with this latest permission 
due to expire on 9 May, 2016.

The Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister 
may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided 
certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that I must be satisfied that the 
applicant is of good character.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person concerned was received 
in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my 
Department and I decided to refuse the application. The person concerned was informed of this 
and the reasons for it in a letter issued on 13 September, 2013.  It is open to any individual to 
lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a position to meet the prescribed 
statutory requirements.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/11/2013WRQ00950Deportation Orders Issues

14/11/2013WRQ01000142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dure to be followed in order to regularise residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Westmeath who has spent the past five years in employment here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48735/13]

14/11/2013WRQ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State on 24 August, 2006 and has remained in the State without permission since that 
date.  As a result, the Deputy should note that the person concerned has never held a right of 
residency in the State of a nature as would have allowed him to take up a position of paid em-
ployment. 

Given that he had no valid basis to remain in the State, and in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was noti-
fied, by letter dated 3 July, 2013, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in 
respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within a period of 15 working days, 
of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of mak-
ing written representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should not have a 
Deportation Order made against him. Written representations have been submitted on behalf of 
the person concerned.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the 
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submit-
ted will be considered before a final decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, 
this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person 
concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRQ01200143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to regularise residency in this case of a person (details supplied) in County Car-
low; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48736/13]

14/11/2013WRQ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a change 
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of status for the person concerned and his partner was received on 21st August, 2013.  Applica-
tions are dealt with in chronological order and INIS expect to be in contact with the applicants 
in the near future.

I understand that the person concerned entered the State on 3/11/2007 and that his partner 
entered on 24/08/2008, however there is no record of their seeking or obtaining permission 
to remain in the State prior to this current application. The Deputy will be aware that no non-
national may be in the State other than in accordance with the terms of any permission given to 
him or her by or on behalf of the Minister.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions.

The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRQ01400144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to regularise residency status in this case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48737/13]

14/11/2013WRQ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person named  by 
the Deputy does not appear to have any permission to be in the State.  If this is the case, she is 
in breach of Section 5(1) of the Immigration Act 2004 which provides that no non-national may 
be in the State other than in accordance with the terms of any permission given to them by or on 
behalf of the Minister.  Furthermore, Section 5(2) of the Act provides that a non-national who is 
in the State in contravention of subsection (1) is for all purposes unlawfully present in the State.

The person concerned should immediately contact the Registration Officer, An Garda Sío-
chána regarding their immigration status.  In the Dublin area this is the Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau and outside that area it is the office of the Superintendent in charge in the Garda 
district in which the person is residing.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/11/2013WRQ01550Deportation Orders Issues

14/11/2013WRQ01600145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is in-
tended to proceed with a deportation order in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48738/13]

14/11/2013WRQ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my de-
tailed reply to his earlier Parliamentary Question, PQ No. 285 of Tuesday, 15th October, 2013 
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- copy of which follows.  The position in the State of the person concerned is unchanged since 
then.

  The person concerned is a failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum 
application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended), the person concerned was notified, by letter dated 26th May, 2010, that the then 
Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, 
to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the 
making of a Deportation Order or of making written representations to the then Minister setting 
out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was 
notified of his entitlement to apply for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions 
of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  

  The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in his case. His judicial review leave application 
was refused by the High Court on 13th May, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal and the then Minister stood.

  The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refu-
gee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted 
will be fully considered before a final decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, 
this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person 
concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Citizenship Applications

14/11/2013WRRR00200146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency and or eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48739/13]

14/11/2013WRRR00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that valid applications for 
certificates of naturalisation have been received from the persons referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place 
to preserve the integrity of the process.  I am informed that the applications are now at an ad-
vanced stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision in due course.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
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response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRRR00400147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency status, eligibility for updated stamp 4 and-or entitlement to naturalisation 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48740/13]

14/11/2013WRRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State in 2000 under the arrangements then ap-
plicable to the non-EEA national parents of Irish born citizen children. This permission was 
renewed on a regular basis until 2010.  The person concerned applied to the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau (GNIB) to have his permission renewed prior to December 2010. His re-
quest was not processed due to concerns regarding his being part of a family unit.  However, 
following consideration and receipt of all requested documentation from the person concerned, 
my officials granted him a further period of twelve months permission to remain in the State 
from 9 May, 2012.

The person concerned wrote to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department in April, 2013 to seek further permission to remain in the State. He was re-
quested to provide up to date documentation regarding his family situation and finances by let-
ter dated 22 May, 2013.  Some documentation was supplied by the person concerned but it was 
not considered sufficient.   Further documentation regarding the family situation of the person 
concerned was requested by letter dated 23 July, 2013. To date this additional documentation 
has not been received. Upon receipt of the appropriate documentation, the case of the person 
concerned will be examined by the relevant officials in the INIS and a decision communicated 
to him in due course.

A valid application for a certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person con-
cerned.  As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is 
a privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  I am informed that this application is now at an advanced 
stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRRR00600148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the cir-
cumstances, he will consider upgrading stamp 3 to stamp 4 status in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 6; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48741/13]

14/11/2013WRRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for Long 



14 November 2013

211

Term Residency  received from the person referred to by the Deputy has been granted, based on 
the applicant being a dependent of her spouse, that is, a Stamp 3.  I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the granting of Long Term Residency on a Stamp 4 is subject to an applicant meeting a 
number of requirements including that he or she has completed five years legal residency in the 
State on work permit/work authorisation/working visa conditions.

I am further informed that the person concerned has not made an application to date to 
change her immigration status.  It is open to her to make such an application in writing to the 
General Immigration section in INIS.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

14/11/2013WRRR00800149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the posi-
tion regarding determination of residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48743/13]

14/11/2013WRRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The question of residency 
status in the case of the person whose details were supplied does not arise at this time. Should 
the option to apply for permission to remain in the State arise in the future the person concerned 
will be advised accordingly.

Asylum Applications

14/11/2013WRRR01000150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has stud-
ied the content of the original report in respect of determination of residency status in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin with particular reference to their well-founded 
concerns in respect of their well-being in view of the concern expressed by the United Nations 
in respect of the treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in their home coun-
try; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48744/13]

14/11/2013WRRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State on 28th September 2009 and claimed asylum which was refused by the Office of 
the Refugee Applications Commissioner and on appeal by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal. On  
25th August 2010 the Ministerial Decisions Unit informed the applicant in writing that it was 
proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. This letter was returned marked ‘gone 
away’ on 26th August 2010.

A Subsidiary Protection application and representations pursuant to Section 3 of the Immi-
gration Act 1999 were made on behalf of the applicant by the Refugee Legal Services Galway 
on 9th September 2010.  All documents submitted by the applicant and his legal representative 
along with all papers on file were fully considered by the Minister and the applicant was in-
formed that his application for Subsidiary Protection was refused on 8th August 2011. He was 
informed on 30th August 2011 that it had been decided to make a Deportation Order against 
him. Judicial Review proceedings challenging both of these decision were brought before the 
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High Court on 24th September 2011 and are currently ongoing. As the matter is therefore sub 
judice I do not propose to comment further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Visa Applications

14/11/2013WRRR01200151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if family re-
unification will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [48745/13]

14/11/2013WRRR01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Based on the information sup-
plied by the Deputy, I am informed by officials in my Department that they can find no record 
of a current visa application for the daughter of the person in question.  When completing an on-
line visa application the applicant is assigned a unique visa transaction number.  If the Deputy 
could provide this number to officials in the Visa Office, I will arrange for an update on the case 
to be provided.

If a visa application has not been submitted by the person concerned, it is open to them to 
make a visa application on-line through the following link:  https://www.visas.inis.gov.ie.

Comprehensive information on the visa application process is available on the website of 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (www.inis.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

Departmental Properties

14/11/2013WRRR01400152. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he considers it unusual 
that Kildare County Council has included only seven structures, on the Curragh Camp, in its 
inventory of listed buildings included in its most recent county development plan; if his De-
partment or the authorities on the Curragh Camp have actively engaged with the planning 
department of Kildare County Council in identifying buildings that might be listed; if planning 
officials from the council have carried out a thorough survey of all relevant buildings on the 
Curragh Camp; if his Department has sought in any way to influence the county council in re-
lation to the buildings it might lIst; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48589/13]

14/11/2013WRRR01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The inclusion of structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS) is a matter for the relevant local authority, in this case Kildare Coun-
ty Council. It is up to the planning authority to decide whether a structure should be included 
in the Record by identifying characteristics of special interest under various headings includ-
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ing architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, technical, and social. 
A planning authority can use a number of different sources to help it to identify structures for 
protection whether by carrying out surveys or through the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH) (a unit within the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht). The NIAH 
compiles records of the architectural heritage of Ireland and provides the planning authorities 
with details of surveys of their area and makes recommendations on structures to be added to 
the RPS. It is up to the planning authority to decide if any of the structures recommended should 
be included in the RPS. My Department has not sought to influence the Council in relation to 
the buildings it might list.   

My Department’s property portfolio consists of a diverse range of facilities from conven-
tional military barracks, training lands, forts, camps, dwelling houses and land and the Curragh 
Camp, by the nature of its many varied structures, is a clear example of this diversity. A number 
of buildings in the Camp have been identified as of historical or architectural significance and 
the preservation and maintenance needs for both these and all other buildings in the Camp  are 
reviewed as part of the Department’s maintenance and capital expenditure programme each 
year.

Defence Forces Family Clinics

14/11/2013WRRR01600153. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Defence if he will reverse his decision 
to close the medical clinic at the Curragh, County Kildare in view of the fact that members of 
the Defence Forces habitually risk life and injury on behalf of the State at home and abroad; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48697/13]

14/11/2013WRRR01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have no plans to change the decision to 
discontinue the services provided at the Curragh Families Clinic.   The Families Clinic current-
ly provides free GP and pharmacy services to the families of certain enlisted military personnel 
who are resident within the Curragh camp and surrounding areas.

Members of the Defence Forces do not attend the Clinic as they have a dedicated and com-
prehensive medical service provided by the Medical Corps which is available at all times.

As the Curragh Families Clinic is a facility that is neither provided to members of the De-
fence Forces, nor encompassed by the C&A Schemes for the Defence Forces, its closure is not 
an issue that comes within the scope of the Haddington Road Agreement.

The service dates back to a time where the provision of medical services for all families of 
enlisted personnel was included in Defence Forces Regulations.  Following the introduction of 
free public hospital care for all citizens in the 1970’s, the entitlement to medical services for 
military families was formally removed from Regulations in 1987 and the family section of 
the Curragh Military Hospital closed at this time. However, the Curragh Families Clinic was 
retained because of the difficulty in obtaining doctor and pharmacy services in the Curragh area 
at the time.  This is no longer the case.  

The service is an anomaly in that it is a benefit which is only available to a relatively small 
number of families resident within the Curragh Camp and surrounding areas.  Similar services 
are not provided to families of enlisted military personnel at any other location in the State.  A 
further anomaly arises in that new personnel deployed to the Curragh in recent times do not 
receive the benefit of free family care.  

A number of reviews, undertaken in the period since 1990, have recommended that the 
Clinic be closed.  The decision to discontinue the operation of the clinic has been made having 
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regard to those reviews, equity considerations and the cost of the service. 

I would like to emphasise that the families affected will have the same rights of access to 
public health services as other families of enlisted personnel.  Also, existing services are being 
maintained until 31 December 2013 to allow families make arrangements to transfer to local 
GP’s and apply for medical cards or GP visit cards if required.  If any patient requires assistance 
in finding a new GP or applying for a medical or GP visit card this can be provided by staff in 
the clinic during the transition period.

Land Parcel Review

14/11/2013WRS00200154. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the clawback of single farm payments and the ongoing land parcel review; 
if he will clarify the number of land parcels that have been reviewed to date; of those reviewed 
to date, the number that had over claims; the number of farmers to which this relates; the aver-
age and range of the over claim in percentage terms; the average range of the over claims in 
Euro; the average penalty for the over claim; the number of those found to have over claimed 
that have so far lodged an appeal; the percentage over claim the farmers who appealed have; 
the length of time the appeal process takes; the size of the fine threatened by the EU; if the full 
land parcel review will be completed by 15 December; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48597/13]

14/11/2013WRS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As you are 
aware my Department is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain the accuracy of the Land 
Parcel Identification System (LPIS) which underpins the direct payments.  At the start of each 
year, my Department issues colour maps of all land parcels declared by farmers in the previous 
year together with a covering letter.  In that letter, farmers are clearly informed of the need to 
carefully examine each map and to identify and exclude from their application all unfarmed 
land, ineligible features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. in-
cluded in the land parcels.  There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area 
of land declared by them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accu-
rate.  They are also given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on 
an annual basis.  These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the 
Schemes, which accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers. 

Deputies will be fully aware of the importance of payments made under the Single Payment 
Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes to the annual 
income of Irish farmers.  To date, my Department has paid €582 million in advance payments to 
over 115,143 farmers under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme since payments commenced on 
16 October.  Some 84,800 farmers have received €179.3 million under the 2013 Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme. Payments continue to issue under both Schemes as cases become clear and 
eligible for payment.  I can reassure farmers that no payments are held up due to the ongoing 
LPIS review.

Department officials met the Commission in July of this year about possible disallowances, 
and in response my Department is currently reviewing all land parcels claimed.  This effectively 
means a review of all 950,000 land parcels.  This is a mammoth task but my Department is mak-
ing every effort to ensure that it will be completed in a manner that satisfies the Commission.  
As a result of this phase of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed 
areas, which were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed.  The Review of the 950,000 
parcels contained on the LPIS database is well advanced at this stage with over half the parcels 
reviewed and is on target to be finalised in time to allow a comprehensive response to the Com-
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mission within the specified time-frame of 15 December.

To date, 19,418 over-claim letters have issued to farmers, together with maps of the land 
parcels in question. It should be borne in mind that for 75% of farmers, the over-claim will have 
no impact on payment as the many farmers declare more land than payment entitlements and a 
further 18% of farmers have a minimal payment reduction.  The average over-claim is less that 
€90 or just over €300 for those applicants with a reduction and penalty.  These figures are based 
on 2013 payments only.

In the letters issued to date there is considerable detail and maps to advise of the particular 
over-claims, farmers are also informed of the appeals process, should they disagree with my 
Department’s findings.  The appeals process I have introduced is both robust and comprehen-
sive; in the first instance, applicants are entitled to have their case reviewed by submitting their 
appeal on the form provided by my Department. If they are not satisfied with the outcome of 
the review, they can appeal their case to the independent-chaired Land Eligibility Appeals Com-
mittee, details of which I announced recently.  This Committee will consist of an independent 
Chairman and appeals officers from the Agriculture Appeals Office.

Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/11/2013WRS00400155. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48611/13]

14/11/2013WRS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): With pro-
cessing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Dis-
advantaged Areas Scheme having recently been completed, payments will shortly issue directly 
to the nominated bank account of the person named.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Appeals

14/11/2013WRS00600156. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a decision will be made on an appeal in respect of the suckler cow welfare scheme in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway in relation to 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [48667/13]

14/11/2013WRS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 20 animals under the 2012 Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme. Following the 
completion of the validation process, twenty were eligible for payment. A set of twin calves was 
born to a cow in this herd in 2012 and as payment is made for each cow only one payment can 
be made in respect of the twin calves.  The remaining animal is ineligible for payment based on 
information provided by the person named.  Payment in respect of twenty eligible animals will 
issue to the named person in the near future.

Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/11/2013WRS00800157. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will expedite a single farm payment application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48679/13]
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14/11/2013WRS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While an ap-
plication under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 
May 2013, no payment is due as the person named does not hold any Single Payment entitle-
ments.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

14/11/2013WRS01000158. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a disadvantaged area scheme application in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48680/13]

14/11/2013WRS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued to the person named as the 
holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.  As soon as 
the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter. 

Rural Development Programme Funding

14/11/2013WRS01200159. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide 50-50 co-financing with national top-ups to provide a combined EU-national 
annual budget of €660 million under Common Agricultural Policy Pillar 2 measures; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48687/13]

14/11/2013WRS01300170. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the rural development programme will be facilitated in the future in view 
of the need to ensure ongoing commitments in this regard; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48763/13]

14/11/2013WRS01400171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the total commitment to the rural development programme arising from Common Agricultural 
Policy reform and Government proposals; if he is satisfied regarding his ability to maximise the 
benefit of EU support in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48764/13]

14/11/2013WRS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 159, 170 and 171 together. 

The European Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) pro-
vides a total of €2.19bn, or some €313m per year, for Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the 
period 2014-2020.  The development of a new Rural Development Programme under Pillar 2 
will be a key support in enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more 
sustainable management of natural resources and ensuring a more balanced development of 
rural areas.

A general EU co-financing rate of 53% is set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation 
but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business develop-
ment, co-operation activities, and LEADER projects. Environmental-type measures may be 
co-funded up to 75%.  The total Exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the 
available EAFRD funding will depend on the types of measures included in the new Rural De-
velopment Programme and on the co-financing rates applied to these measures.

There are a number of conditions attached to Ireland’s allocation of €313 million per an-
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num.  The draft Regulation provides that at least 5% of EAFRD funding must be reserved for 
LEADER while the draft Common Provisions Regulation provides that 6% of EAFRD funding 
must be set aside to a national performance reserve.  The funding set aside to the performance 
reserve will be allocated to each Member State following a performance review in 2019.  The 
draft Rural Development Regulation also sets out that 30% of the total EAFRD amount must be 
reserved for environmental operations and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures.  
In addition to these considerations, transitional funding for commitments arising from the cur-
rent RDP and continuing into the start of the new programming period will be included in the 
budgeting process for the coming years.

Work is currently ongoing in my Department to design the new Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) for the period from 2014-2020.  In designing the new RDP, my Department 
must take account of the range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regula-
tion and the need to support key policy aims for the agri-food sector in the light of the Food 
Harvest 2020 strategy.  In undertaking this work, a number of ex-ante analyses are being under-
taken and a public consultation process has also taken place.

While final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have 
not yet been made, my Department is in ongoing contact with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that will be required. I expect to make 
decisions in relation to the measures to be supported under the new RDP by the end of this year, 
and to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.

Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/11/2013WRS01600160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area aid and single farm payments in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48689/13]

14/11/2013WRS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area Schemes.

 In order to meet EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for satellite inspection.  The inspection and related processes are nearing comple-
tion and the application concerned will be progressed immediately on completion.  In the event 
that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person 
named. 

Animal Diseases Issues

14/11/2013WRS01800161. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the current delay in the collection of reactor cattle; the steps 
his Department is taking to resolve this issue in view of the considerable distress it is causing to 
farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48699/13]

14/11/2013WRS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The regime 
which my Department operates to assist farmers in removing their reactor cattle is designed to 
ensure that this is achieved in as timely a fashion as possible, not least, to avoid risk of disease 
spread within the affected herd.  Comparative data for 2012 and thus far in 2013 indicate that, 
overall, there has been a slight improvement in terms of removal within 30 days of disclosure 
(87% and 88% respectively).
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Factors largely outside the control of my Department which can impact on the removal pe-
riod in the short term include the overall supply/demand situation in slaughter plants, including 
for reactors, the need for post treatment withdrawal periods to be observed and the level of co-
operation from the farmer with the disease assessment/valuation/removal process.  I understand 
that the demand from slaughter plants for reactors has slowed down in recent weeks, mainly as 
a result of plentiful cattle supplies generally, with the result that there has been a slow down in 
the removal of some reactors.  However, my Department has been doing its utmost to ensure 
that reactors are moved off farms as rapidly as possible and as of now, all reactors ready for 
removal will be moved off-farm to slaughter plants within the next week.

14/11/2013WRT00150Poultry Industry

14/11/2013WRT00200162. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
proposal to establish a poultry council has been progressed; if Exchequer or EU funding will 
be provided towards the work of the council or if any other initiatives are planned to assist 
the further development of the poultry sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48701/13]

14/11/2013WRT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My officials 
and I have had a number of meetings with the IFA Poultry Committee, and a Poultry Council 
was one of a several matters discussed. I agree that a collaborative approach between farmers 
and processors, where possible and appropriate, is likely to serve the best interests of the poul-
try sector. Of course, such an initiative would require consensus among the main players on the 
objectives from the outset. 

As an initial step, I invited a group representing the poultry sector to the Food Harvest 2020 
High Level Implementation Committee, which I chair. I acknowledge the work undertaken by 
stakeholders to establish a Poultry Council.  The new Rural Development Programme is be-
ing developed in my Department, and a number of initiatives from a range of sectors are being 
considered at present.

14/11/2013WRT00350Direct Payment Scheme Applications

14/11/2013WRT00400163. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their direct payments for 2013 in view of 
the fact that the dual claim issue in this case was fully resolved in previous years by submission 
of maps and so on by the herd owner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48729/13]

14/11/2013WRT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
initial processing of the application of the person named, dual claims were identified in respect 
of a number of land parcel declared. Query letters have recently issued to both applicants re-
garding their entitlement to claim the disputed land.  To date no reply has been received by ei-
ther applicant.  An official of my Department has been in direct contact with the person named 
regarding the situation and explained that once replies have been received from both applicants 
the correspondence will be reviewed by my Department and a decision will be made. Both par-
ties will be informed of this decision.

14/11/2013WRT00550Food Industry Development
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14/11/2013WRT00600164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which his Department has encouraged the growth of niche sectors of the food in-
dustry with particular reference to areas throughout the country that have suffered particularly 
from the economic downtown and due to their geographic location may be not be in position to 
capitalise on the economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48757/13]

14/11/2013WRT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Food Harvest 
2020 identified the potential of the speciality and artisan food sector and advice and support 
have been developed by the development agencies and my Department to assist the develop-
ment of food businesses in this area.

In September I launched Food Academy, a joint initiative by Bord Bia and the County 
Enterprise Boards to provide a consistent level of food marketing knowledge to new and early-
stage food business owners. For the first time, food start ups regardless of location will have 
access to a standardized programme of supports throughout the country. The programme will 
guide companies from start-up to their first retail listing. Workshop style training, designed 
by Bord Bia and SuperValu, will be rolled out and run by 35 County Enterprise Boards, with 
local SuperValu retailers in each region participating in a ‘Dragons’ Den’ style pitch process. 
Participants will have the opportunity to pitch their product or idea with a view to securing an 
initial local listing and the potential to build from there. Bord Bia will design follow-up sup-
ports under the Food Academy banner to assist companies with their continued development. 

Bord Bia also provides financial support under its Marketing Assistance Programme 
(MAP) to small food, drink and horticulture companies, to help them improve their marketing 
techniques and capabilities. In 2013, 187 companies from 23 counties were approved grants 
amounting to €963,000. Companies from the BMW Region submitted 22% of the applications 
and were allocated 21% of the funds.

Since April 2012 the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, 
which is administered through the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government, have funding available under Measure 123 to support and encourage economic 
activity in rural areas through the development of food enterprises. The measure provides sup-
port for both start up and established enterprises to develop and improve their food products. €5 
million is available for payment up to the end of 2014. To date, €2.6 million has been allocated 
to projects and related administration and €318,172 has been paid to projects.

The Bord Bia Foresight for Food service to groups of artisans/small firms assists them to 
collaborate around research and to commercialise growth. Artisan companies are among those 
benefiting from participation in Origin Green and Bord Bia is considering how to demonstrate 
to more artisan SMEs how they can benefit from this programme. The annual Artisan Food 
Market at BLOOM continues to provide niche food producers with a major opportunity to 
showcase and sell their products to consumers, BLOOM 2013 attracted a record 120,000 visi-
tors. 

The Taste Council, which is affiliated to Bord Bia, has designed a Food Module for transi-
tion year secondary school students with the objective of increasing students’ understanding of 
the benefits of local and artisan food. This will be piloted in 8 schools from January 2014 and 
rolled out to a wider number of schools nationwide in September 2014. The TASTE Council 
also sponsored the Blas Na hEireann artisan producer award on October 6th 2013.   Increasing 
awareness of niche foods is important to promote consumption.  The farmhouse cheese sector 
has been growing in importance locally and in terms of exports, which now amount to some €4 
million a year.  Teagasc provides specialist advice to farmhouse cheese-makers in developing 
their cheese enterprises and the European Commission this year approved 50% EU co-financ-
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ing of a three year programme ‘Discover Farmhouse Cheese’.  My Department is contributing 
a further 30% with the balance of 20% being provided by Cáis and the National Dairy Council.  
The programme is managed by Bord Bia.

14/11/2013WRT00750Food Imports

14/11/2013WRT00800165. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which his Department continues to ensure the strict enforcement of traceability 
with particular reference to ensuring that all food imports are subject to the same criteria as 
those applicable in this jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48758/13]

14/11/2013WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI), under the aegis of the Department of Health is the com-
petent authority with overall responsibility for the enforcement of food legislation in Ireland.  
Controls on the import of food are implemented by a number of agencies, including my Depart-
ment, through service contracts with the FSAI.  In relation to traceability, EU Food Hygiene 
Regulations stipulate, among other things, that there should be ‘one up, one down’ traceability 
at each point along the food chain and I am satisfied that food business operators in this country 
generally meet that standard.

In relation to intra community trade, food can be traded freely within the Community pro-
vided they originate from EU approved plants.  Consignments of meat imported into Ireland 
from third countries are checked at a Border Inspection Post (BIP) on arrival. There are two 
BIPs in Ireland, at Dublin port and Shannon airport, operated by my Department. Controls on 
imported products consist of three types of checks - documentary, identity and physical.  All 
consignments have a documentary and identity check and a proportion of products as laid down 
in legislation are subject to physical checks.

Ireland operates EU harmonised import controls on products of animal origin arriving from 
non-EU (or third) countries. My Department operates these controls in collaboration with the 
Customs Services. Products of animal origin directly imports from third countries into Ireland 
that require import controls are not released by customs until they are notified by my depart-
ment that the import controls have been completed satisfactorily and the consignment can be 
released. On release by customs the consignment must travel to the destination indicated on the 
common veterinary entry document issued by my Department.

The Environmental Health Service of the Health Service Executive also provides a range of 
food safety/food control services in accordance with its service contract with the FSAI.  These 
controls include inspections and sampling of food sold in retail and catering establishments.

14/11/2013WRT00950Food Imports

14/11/2013WRT01000166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied that all beef, lamb, pig meat or poultry imports to this country and the European 
Union are subject to the same husbandry and traceability regulations as those applicable here; 
if all EU countries strictly observe the rules in this regard; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [48759/13]

14/11/2013WRT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  International 
trade in agri-food products is a reality with which we must live and as a general proposition, as a 
country with a strong export focus, it is clearly in Ireland’s broader economic interests to ensure 
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that there is a reasonably liberal, but balanced international trade environment. 

To protect animal and public health and in accordance with international trade agreements, 
the European Union (EU) has set down the conditions for importation of consignments of prod-
ucts of animal origin from non-EU countries intended for release into free circulation in the EU. 
These import requirements are generic and applicable for all countries authorised to export to 
the EU. The legislation imposes a series of health and supervisory requirements, designed to en-
sure that imported products meet standards at least equivalent to those required for production 
in, and trade between Member States. Products must have originated in an area where there are 
no restrictions imposed under EU Safeguard measures and come from establishments which are 
under the supervision and control of the competent authorities. The products must be free from 
residues and contaminants, correctly labelled and travel with the specific health certificates or 
other documents conforming to the models laid down in EU legislation drawn up in confor-
mity with the relevant model for the product, completed and signed on behalf of the competent 
authorities of the country of export. The EU’s Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) carries out 
assessments of third countries wishing to export these products to the EU and submits for Com-
mission approval those where the responsible authorities can provide appropriate guarantees as 
regards compliance or equivalence with Community feed and food law and animal health rules. 
Third countries and their establishments that are approved to export are audited and inspected 
by the FVO with regard to these guarantees and reports of the findings of inspections are pub-
lished on its website.

Import controls on products of animal origin arriving from third countries must be per-
formed at an EU Border Inspection Post approved for that category of product being presented. 
Consignments for import requiring veterinary checks must be notified in advance to the Border 
Inspection Post of import and presented on arrival for checks with all the appropriate documen-
tation. Border Inspection Posts in Ireland are operated by my Department. The import controls 
procedures on products of animal origin are highly prescriptive and strictly audited by the FVO 
to ensure compliance. Again, reports of the findings of inspections are published on the FVO’s 
website.

In summary, the import of products from third countries is governed by a comprehensive 
and robust legislative framework laid down at EU level, controlled by EU Member States in the 
first instance, and audited by the European Commission’s Food and Veterinary Office, to ensure 
compliance with all of the relevant food safety standards.

14/11/2013WRT01150Food Industry Development

14/11/2013WRT01200167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects the Common Agricultural Policy reform programme to facilitate 
support for the development of the food industry here and throughout the European Union for 
the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48760/13]

14/11/2013WRT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
CAP is marked by three major advances:

- First there is a greater emphasis on environmental sustainability through the greening of 
direct payments and the requirement to support agri-environment measures in rural develop-
ment programmes.

- Second, concerted efforts are being made to tackle the problem of generation renewal 
through new and enhanced supports for young farmers;
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- Third, the phasing out of production quotas for key products such as sugar and milk, 
backed up by safety-net provisions in cases of severe market disturbance, continues the in-
creased orientation towards the market.

Overarching these changes is the flexibility that has been allowed to Member States to adapt 
the policy measures under both the first and second pillar to deal with their own specific chal-
lenges within the common policy.  

These changes amount to a useful and progressive reform of the CAP making it fit for pur-
pose to 2020. They are consistent with the smart, green, growth objectives of Food Harvest 
2020 and provide farmers and the agri-food sector with policy certainty for the years to come.

I believe that the agreement achieved will secure strong and sustainable growth in the agri-
culture and food sectors into the future. It will underpin sustainable intensification of produc-
tion in the years ahead. It will also support environmental stewardship and contribute to the 
maintenance of a vibrant rural economy. 

14/11/2013WRT01350Food Industry Development

14/11/2013WRT01400168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the beef, lamb, pig meat and poultry sectors have grown in this country in 
each of the past five years to date; the extent to which the targets outlined in Food Harvest 2020 
are being met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48761/13]

14/11/2013WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Output and 
exports are relevant indicators of growth for these sectors and the data for beef, lamb, pigmeat 
and poultry over the past five years is shown in the table.

- - - 2008 - 2009 - 2010 - 2011 - 2012% Change 
2008-2012

- Output*
€m

Exports
€m

Output
€m

Ex-
ports
€m

Output
€m

Ex-
ports
€m

Output
€m

Ex-
ports
€m

Output
€m

Exports
€m

Output %
Exports%

Cattle 1,686.5 1,590 1,475.6 1,427 1,502.3 1,585 1,794.9 1,860 2,119.6 1,900 +25.7%+19%

Sheep 173.8 167 159.4 163 165.6 160 189.8 197 204.4 212 +17.6%+27%

Pigs 330.1 354 300.0 294 333.7 336 394.2 421 441.5 507 +33.7%+43%

Poultry 122.7 204 115.1 185 130.1 202 139.2 214 158.4 221 +29.1%+ 8%

*Output is Goods Output at Producer Prices (€ million)

The main growth targets in Food Harvest 2020 are:

Growth Target Current Situation (end 2012) 
Primary Production - 33% 25%
Exports - 42% 13%
Value Added - 40% 20 % (end 2011)  

In the light of the progress achieved to date, I am confident that these 2020 targets will be 
achieved.

14/11/2013WRT01550Fisheries Protection

14/11/2013WRT01600169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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if he is satisfied that all countries, EU and non-EU alike, have committed sufficiently to fisher-
ies conservation policies; the way this affects this country and the European Union in general; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48762/13]

14/11/2013WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The scope 
of the new Common Fisheries Policy is the conservation of marine biological resources and 
the management of fisheries and fleets exploiting such resources. The reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) was secured during the Irish Presidency following many months of 
complex negotiations involving the European Commission, the European Parliament, all Euro-
pean Member States and relevant stakeholders. Its adoption was unanimously supported by all 
27 Member States and this agreement will apply from 1 January 2014.

The agreement is designed to ensure the long term sustainability of fishing in Ireland and 
throughout EU waters, based on best scientific advice, thus committing to fisheries conserva-
tion policies and ensuring the long term viability of our fishing sector. 

This radical reform places the concept of long term sustainability at the core of fisheries 
policy and will lead to a new era of more sustainable fishing.  It will support the rebuilding of 
fish stocks both in Irish and all EU waters and end the wasteful practice of discarding by intro-
ducing a practical and phased discards policy.

I consider that with the new CFP, Member States of the European Union have unequivocally 
committed to robust fisheries conservation policies. With regard to non-EU countries, there are 
obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 
Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) whereby contracting parties are 
obliged to take certain conservation and management measures to protect marine biological 
resources. I believe that the new CFP will be a template for strengthening those international 
obligations in the years to come.

      Questions Nos. 170 and 171 answered with Question No. 159.

14/11/2013WRU00250Common Agricultural Policy Reform

14/11/2013WRU00300172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the likely potential for expansion in the beef, lamb, pig meat and poultry sectors in this country 
and throughout the EU in the aftermath of Common Agricultural Policy reform agreement; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48765/13]

14/11/2013WRU00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Achieving 
political agreement on CAP reform was a major success for the Irish Presidency of the EU 
Council. The CAP reform deal that I negotiated is a well-balanced package of measures that 
provide policy certainty for our largest indigenous industry up to 2020 and is consistent with 
the smart, green, growth path laid out in Food Harvest (FH) 2020.

Member States are afforded a considerable measure of flexibility in how they implement 
the new regime. My Department is at present deliberating on the options, following a public 
consultation on the matter, with a view to finalising the key elements before year end.

However, the political agreement on the basic share of the direct payment and rural devel-
opment reforms, which will take effect in 2015, secures the production base of the Irish meat 
and livestock sectors. As a result, I am confident that operators in the sectors referred to by the 
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Deputy are now better positioned to meet the competitive challenges of the international mar-
ketplace.

14/11/2013WRU00450Common Fisheries Policy Reform

14/11/2013WRU00500173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
arising from agreements entered into in the context of the Common Fisheries Policy, the extent 
to which the Irish fishing industry is likely to develop in the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48766/13]

14/11/2013WRU00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
Common Fisheries Policy puts fishermen at the core in developing technical and conservation 
measures to protect juvenile fish and vulnerable fish species with a completely new regionalised 
decision making approach.  This is a significant change as up to now fisheries decision mak-
ing was centred in Brussels. The new CFP has moved away from the old system of EU wide 
development and application of the rules (a one size fits all approach).  Instead, the new policy 
provides for the development of measures appropriate for each region by the Member States, in 
consultation with the stakeholders through the new Advisory Councils to devise and implement 
measures that work for the types of fisheries in the region.  A first meeting of Member States 
from the North West region was hosted by Ireland earlier this week.

A practical and phased discards policy is being introduced where in early years of imple-
mentation, TACs and quotas will be set to take account of current levels of discards, which 
should see quotas increase over time. This means that fishermen will have time to adjust and 
implement changes that will allow for the avoidance of non target species where there are par-
ticular problems with the relevant by-catch (such as that the stock is overfished and needs to 
be allowed to rebuild). In that context, I have established a national Discards Implementation 
Group to advise on the issues arising in the effective implementation of the new policy and to 
recommend practical solutions and arrangements that take into account the situation of the Irish 
industry.  

Another key element of the new CFP is the setting of fishing levels on the basis of the MSY 
Principle (Maximum Sustainable Yield). This should lead to healthy fish stocks and to higher 
quotas for Irish fishermen and more sustainable fishing patterns.

Technical measures will also be introduced to avoid and minimise catches of juvenile fish 
and the reforms contain a commitment to continue and further strengthen conservation mea-
sures in the biologically sensitive area off the South and West coast of Ireland (new Irish box). 
The commitment to develop and strengthen biologically sensitive areas, with spawning grounds 
and high populations of juvenile fish will also protect the livelihoods of coastal communities by 
ensuring that fish are allowed to grow to maturity, are more plentiful and fished in a environ-
mentally responsible manner. 

Finally, and crucially from an Irish perspective, the Hague Preferences have been main-
tained and given increased reference in this agreement. The Hague Preferences have tradition-
ally given Ireland an increased share of traditional whitefish stocks such as cod, haddock and 
whiting in the waters off our coast when stock levels are decreasing. It is important to bear in 
mind that other Member States receive reduced quota as a result of their allocation to Ireland 
and to the UK and there was no support from other Member States for a specific provision that 
would have made the application of Hague Preferences a mandatory provision of the CFP.   In 
that context,  having an increased reference to the Hagues in the recitals of the new CFP Regula-
tion is significant as it can be seen by other Member States as a clear signal of the intent of the 
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Council and the Parliament.

From the outset of the Common Fisheries Policy revision process, Ireland’s overarching 
goal was to ensure a sustainable, profitable and self reliant industry that protects and enhances 
the social and economic fabric of rural coastal communities dependent on the seafood sector, 
while balancing these objectives with the need to ensure that fish stocks would be protected for 
future generations. I strongly believe that the new CFP will achieve that goal.

14/11/2013WRU00650Beef Industry Issues

14/11/2013WRU00700174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the beef industry is likely to be safeguarded in the future in view of the 
likelihood of substantial expansion in the dairy sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48767/13]

14/11/2013WRU00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Given the 
high export dependence of the beef and dairy sectors, their future prospects will be determined 
in the first instance by demand and supply developments in the marketplace. The dairy indus-
try in Ireland has been constrained by the milk quota system which was introduced in 1984. A 
Teagasc analysis of the post-quota situation anticipates an extra yield per cow and an increase 
in dairy cow numbers with most of the surplus dairy calves produced going into the beef pro-
duction chain. The Draft Environmental Analysis of Food Harvest 2020 published by my De-
partment in September 2013 envisages that, even allowing for some substitution of beef cows 
for dairy cows, the strength of the suckler cow herd will remain relatively stable with numbers 
exceeding the one million head mark throughout the forecast period.

A Teagasc Sectoral Road Map for suckler beef forecasts that a 40% increase in the output 
value of the sector by 2020 should be achievable with increased efficiency in the suckler herd 
and an increase in the number of dairy beef calves. In particular, it points to a number of actions 
that will enhance the competitiveness of suckler beef farms:

-  Greater adoption of best grazing management practices at farm level;

-  An increased rate of genetic progress in the national herd;

-  Reduced calving interval and more compact seasonal spring calving pattern; &

-  Greater output of liveweight per hectare combined with reduced costs per livewight gain.

My Department is working, including through the relevant State agencies, to improve ef-
ficiency and profitability in the beef sector. Though its research and advisory services and the 
‘BETTER’ Beef Farm Programme, Teagasc is working to communicate these messages at pri-
mary producer level. In addition, the sectoral supports delivered by my Department, including 
the Beef Technology Adoption Programme, are designed to complement these activities by 
incentivising farmers to adopt the latest technologies and best practices that will improve the 
physical and financial performance of their beef enterprises.

I am confident that the package of budget measures that I announced on 15 October will lay 
a solid foundation for securing the future of the beef sector following the abolition of the quota 
system. The €40m funding allocation available for 2014 is comprised of €23m for a new Beef 
Genomic Scheme, the operational details of which have yet to be finalised; €10m for the Beef 
Data Programme; €5m for the continuation of the Beef Technology Adoption Programme; plus 
€2m to meet residual payments under the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme.
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14/11/2013WRU00850Cereal Sector

14/11/2013WRU00900175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the cereal harvest for 2013 is up to expectation; his expectations in this re-
gard in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48768/13]

14/11/2013WRU01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The main-
tenance of an efficient and viable cereals sector in Ireland is clearly very important to the well 
being of the agri-food industry. Indigenous production of cereals is of course, an important part 
of primary agriculture production. In addition to generating an income for our tillage farmers, 
the cereals sector is a key source of grain for the milling and malting industry and feeding stuffs 
for the livestock sector. Annual cereals production in Ireland has fluctuated around 2 million 
tonnes in recent years and it is desirable to try and sustain this level of production in order to 
avoid over dependence on imported cereals. 

The most recent Teagasc estimate of total grain production for the 2013 harvest is in the 
region of 2.45 million tonnes, well above the long-term average production of 2 million tonnes 
and is 16% higher than last year. Despite the dismal start to the growing season, the good sum-
mer resulted in excellent yields in wheat and barley. Yields for winter and spring wheat are 
estimated at 9.3 tonnes and 7.7 tonnes per hectare, respectively, while winter and spring barley 
are estimated at a record 9.7 tonnes and 7 tonnes per hectare, respectively. 

Since Ireland is a deficit market for cereals, prices here are greatly affected by world prices 
and supplies. Grain prices for 2013 have been falling steadily from the peak of 2012 as world 
harvest estimates for cereals, and especially maize in the USA, are showing an increased level 
of output over previous years. Volatility in prices is likely to become a constant feature of Irish 
cereal prices in future and grain producers should factor such fluctuations into their planning 
and marketing strategies. 

My Department operates a range of services aimed at improving the efficiency of, quality 
and viability of cereal production. These services include seed certification, seed testing and 
recommended list of varieties, research funding through the ‘Stimulus’ programme and funding 
for the quality assurance scheme. In addition, Teagasc provides research, training and advisory 
services for cereal producers. The value of all these support services is reflected in the fact that 
Irish cereals producers have consistently achieved some of the highest yields in the world. 

Food Harvest 2020 outlined a number of challenges facing the cereal sector in the com-
ing years including price volatility, climatic and disease issues, high input prices, small and 
fragmented holdings and the cost of rented land. However, the report also pointed to positive 
projections for cereal prices as markets are relatively well-balanced and world cereal prices 
are projected to be higher than in the last decade. It is known that global grain production is 
struggling to meet the increasing demand for food, feed and industrial uses. In addition to a ris-
ing global population creating a bigger demand for cereals, an increasing demand for meat is 
disproportionately increasing grain demand even further. It is predicted that global demand for 
cereals will reach 3 billion tonnes by 2025 compared with 2.3 billion tonnes currently. 

The primary growth in requirement for Irish cereals in the years ahead is likely to be for 
animal feed, given the targets for increased livestock output proposed in Food Harvest 2020. 
However, considerable potential also exists in grains for the drink industry such as malting 
barley and recent significant investments by the large brewing and distilling companies here 
in Ireland are proof of such potential. Further, it is envisaged that there will be increased de-
mand for Irish oats milled for human food for the home and export markets and in this context, 
the success of the Agribusiness sector in securing, long-term contracts with US-based Foods 
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companies to supply milled Irish oats to a premium Irish oatmeal brand in the US market, is 
particularly welcome.

14/11/2013WRU01050Animal Welfare Issues

14/11/2013WRU01100176. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if animal welfare requirements in respect of extensions to farm buildings have been facilitated 
to the extent necessary by the relevant statutory authorities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [48769/13]

14/11/2013WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
EU animal welfare requirements for the poultry and pig sectors entered into force on 1 Janu-
ary 2012 and 1 January 2013 respectively.  My Department maintains regular contact with the 
relevant local authorities regarding issues which arise in relation to planning permission for the 
construction of animal housing which is required in order to comply with the new EU animal 
welfare standards concerned.

In relation to compliance with welfare requirements for sow housing, my Department has 
extended the deadline for the completion of works for the purposes of securing grant assistance 
on a number of occasions, most recently, and for the last time until Friday 28th  February 2014.

14/11/2013WRU01250Farm Household Incomes

14/11/2013WRU01300177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied regarding the future viability of the family farm enterprise, 
with particular reference to the need to ensure an adequate return in respect of time and invest-
ment regardless of the size of the enterprise; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48770/13]

14/11/2013WRU01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Teagasc’s 
National Farm Survey 2012, which represents 79,000 farms, estimated that:

- 38% of farms were economically viable.  An economically viable farm is defined as one 
that has the capacity to pay family labour at the average agricultural wage, and also to provide 
a 5% return on non-land assets.

- 29% of farms were sustainable. A sustainable farm is not economically viable but it is 
sustainable due to the presence of off-farm income.

- The remaining 33% of farms were classified as ‘vulnerable’.

Around 60,000 farms are excluded from the National Farm Survey because their standard 
output is less than €8,000.  Most of these farms are small, but many may be sustainable due to 
off-farm sources of income.

A major focus of Food Harvest 2020 is to improve competitiveness and productivity and 
initiatives such as the BETTER farm programmes, Dairy Efficiency and the Beef and Sheep 
Technology Adoption Programmes are helping to increase efficiency and capacity at farm level. 

14/11/2013WRV00150Food Labelling
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14/11/2013WRV00200178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in respect of food traceability-labelling, if he will ensure that those responsible for breaches of 
the existing code are dealt with in such a manner as to discourage and prohibit such breaches in 
the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48771/13]

14/11/2013WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Food pro-
duction and labelling in the countries of the European Union operate in accordance with har-
monised rules and member states’ controls are subject to audit and supervision by the Food and 
Veterinary Office (FVO) of the EU.

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) under the aegis the Minister for Health has 
overall responsibility for the enforcement of food safety and labelling requirements in Ireland.  
It carries out this remit through service contracts with my Department and other agencies in-
cluding the Health Service Executive (HSE), Local Authority Veterinary Service and the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority.  Inspections to ensure compliance with labelling legislation are 
carried out by a variety of inspection services provided by these agencies under the aforemen-
tioned contracts.  In relation to my Department’s functions I can assure the Deputy that ap-
propriate and dissuasive action will be taken when food business operators are in breach of the 
relevant labelling legislation.

14/11/2013WRV00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

14/11/2013WRV00400179. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received from County Cavan for the disadvantaged areas scheme 2013; 
the number of applications fully paid to date; when it is expected that all payments will be 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48785/13]

14/11/2013WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €180.3 million have issued nationally, to some 84,782 applicants, 
with payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as 
they are confirmed eligible. The details in respect of payments which have issued to farmers in 
County Cavan to date are set out below.

County Cavan

Year Numbers applied Number paid Value of payments
2013 4,942 4,220 €8,815,516.30

14/11/2013WRV00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

14/11/2013WRV00600180. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received from County Monaghan for the disadvantaged areas scheme 
2013; the number of applications fully paid to date; when it is expected that all payments will 
be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48786/13]

14/11/2013WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €180.3 million have issued nationally, to some 84,782 applicants, 
with payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as 
they are confirmed eligible. The details in respect of payments which have issued to farmers in 
County Monaghan to date are set out below.
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County Monaghan

Year Numbers applied Number paid Value of payments
2013 4,192 3,585 €6,881,361.91

14/11/2013WRV00750Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/11/2013WRV00800181. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an application for payments in respect of a person (details supplied); when 
digitising will be complete and ready for payment. [48789/13]

14/11/2013WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 15 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.  The application of the person named was selected for a ground eli-
gibility inspection. This inspection has been completed and the results finalised.  Processing of 
payments under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme have re-
cently been finalised and will issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

14/11/2013WRV00950Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/11/2013WRV01000182. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an application for payments in respect of a person (details supplied). 
[48790/13]

14/11/2013WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and 2013 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has recently been completed, payments under both schemes will 
shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

14/11/2013WRV01150Child Care Costs

14/11/2013WRV01200183. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a payment 
may be made to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [48659/13]

14/11/2013WRV01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

14/11/2013WRV01350HSE Staff Responsibilities

14/11/2013WRV01400184. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the Health 
Service Executive requires all social workers to read and sign off on the child protection and 
welfare practice handbook; the number that have signed off and the number that have not since 
its introduction in 2011, the number of instances of non-compliance with those guidelines on 
the part of social workers the HSE has recorded; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[48582/13]
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14/11/2013WRV01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive for the information in question which I 
will forward to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRV01550Proposed Legislation

14/11/2013WRV01600185. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when legisla-
tion will be enacted and brought into force to give legal effect to the referendum for children as 
approved by the people; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48640/13]

14/11/2013WRV01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The judgment 
in the High Court challenge to the result of the Children’s Referendum was delivered on 18 
October.  The Petitioner was unsuccessful in her petition to the High Court challenging the 
Provisional Referendum Certificate issued on foot of the Children’s Referendum.  The Court 
dismissed the petition.  With the consent of the parties and to allow time for giving notice of an 
appeal, the Judge decided to grant a short stay on his endorsement of the Provisional Referen-
dum Certificate (as required under section 57(3) of the Referendum Act 1994).  On 24 October, 
the Petitioner’s Counsel made an application to the Supreme Court for a priority appeal hearing 
date.  The Court granted the application for a priority hearing of the appeal and the extension 
of the stay on the endorsement of the Referendum Certificate. It is anticipated that the Supreme 
Court appeal will be heard early in 2014.

The Petitioner had also challenged, by way of plenary proceedings, the constitutionality of 
certain provisions of the Referendum Act 1994 and these proceedings remain before the High 
Court for determination.  The matter of referring the Thirty-First Amendment of the Constitu-
tion (Children) Bill 2012 to the President for signing into law, and to give effect to the Constitu-
tional changes concerned, must await determination by the Courts of the legal challenge made.

The General Scheme and Heads of Bill of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill was 
published in September 2012 in conjunction with the publication of the referendum proposal to 
inform the public of proposed changes to adoption law envisaged if the Constitutional amend-
ment was approved.  The provisions of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 will 
change the criteria, applicable under section 54 of the 2010 Act, under which the High Court 
may authorise the making of an adoption order without parental consent, in the case of a child 
who is in the care of prospective adopters and where that child’s parents have failed in their 
parental duty to the child. The Bill will also provide for the voluntary placement for adoption 
of any child irrespective of the marital status of his or her parents.  It is my intention to bring 
the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 before the Houses of the Oireachtas as soon as possible, 
following conclusion of all proceedings and processes relevant to the Children’s Referendum.

14/11/2013WRW00150Autism Incidence

14/11/2013WRW00200186. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her view 
regarding children with autism; if there is any impact on them when wind turbines generate 
electricity are located close to the school they attend on a daily basis or close to their homes 
where they live; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48657/13]

14/11/2013WRW00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issue raised 
by the Deputy does not fall within the responsibilities of my Department.
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14/11/2013WRW00350Orthodontic Services Provision

14/11/2013WRW00400187. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when orthondontic treatment will 
be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48578/13]

14/11/2013WRW00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

14/11/2013WRW00550Health Services Access

14/11/2013WRW00600188. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health his views on the provision of 
care for patients with Ehlers-Danlos syndrome and difficulties being experienced by patients 
in the Cork area attaining services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48581/13]

14/11/2013WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the particular queries raised by the Deputy 
are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRW00750Audiology Services Provision

14/11/2013WRW00800189. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the audi-
ology department in Naas hospital; if there is a clinic open to public patients who do not have a 
medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48595/13]

14/11/2013WRW00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/11/2013WRW00950Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

14/11/2013WRW01000190. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a motorised chair or scoot-
er will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if they have been 
assessed by the Health Service Executive for this type of equipment.  [48603/13]

14/11/2013WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRW01150Medical Card Eligibility

14/11/2013WRW01200191. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if recipients of the one-parent fam-
ily payment who returned to employment are no longer entitled to retain their full medical card 
for three years after returning to employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48606/13]

14/11/2013WRW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
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ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

14/11/2013WRW01350Hospital Waiting Lists

14/11/2013WRW01400192. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the July 2013 
waiting list data in the same form as that for August 2013 (details supplied).  [48608/13]

14/11/2013WRW01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRW01550Vaccination Programme

14/11/2013WRW01600193. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will consider asking the 
National Immunisation Advisory Committee to consider approving the meningitis B vaccine 
Bexsero to help protect citizens against this disease; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [48613/13]

14/11/2013WRW01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are currently no plans to introduce 
Meningococcal group B (Meningitis B) vaccine in Ireland, however should the National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee advice recommend its inclusion into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive National Immunisation Office will examine the issue.

14/11/2013WRX00200Health Services Staff Data

14/11/2013WRX00300194. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reduction in staff numbers in 
a unit (details supplied) in view of the difficulties it its causing for residents in this unit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [48633/13]

14/11/2013WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRX00500Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

14/11/2013WRX00600195. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking to curb 
the overcrowding in the emergency department at Connolly Hospital; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the hospital is consistently recording the second highest number of pa-
tients on trolleys in the country; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that on some occa-
sions Connolly Hospital is the most overcrowded hospital in the country and that the number of 
patients on trolleys in 2013 has escalated very significantly to their highest ever levels; if he will 
commit to putting the resources in place immediately to end this unacceptable practice of leav-
ing patients on trolleys; the action he will take to deal with this serious overcrowding problem 
in view of the fact that we are entering the busy winter period; if he will ensure that hospital 
management meet with nursing staff representatives who have requested an emergency meeting 
to resolve this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48635/13]

14/11/2013WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed information re-
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quested by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly in 
this matter.

14/11/2013WRX00800Health Services Reform

14/11/2013WRX00900196. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the progress which has been 
made by his Department over the past three years in advancing health initiatives, in particular 
the timeline for the introduction of unique patient identification numbers and prescribing, as 
recommended by the troika; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48663/13]

14/11/2013WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In order to progress the introduction of iden-
tifiers for individuals, professionals and organisations my Department is currently drafting a 
Health Identifiers Bill 2013 which will be published before the end of the year. The introduc-
tion of unique health identifiers will promote patient safety, progress the eHealth agenda and 
support administrative efficiency. It will also be required for other key health reforms such as 
Money Follows the Patient and Universal Health Insurance.  I also intend to shortly publish an 
eHealth strategy which will provide an overarching framework for the development of eHealth 
in Ireland and, in particular, initiatives such as health identifiers, e-prescribing and other en-
ablers for eHealth.  My Department is engaging with a wide range of stakeholders including the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Data Protection Commissioner and  Health 
Information and Quality Authority in relation to these matters.

14/11/2013WRX01100Defence Forces Family Clinics

14/11/2013WRX01200197. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if he will call on the Department 
of Defence to reverse the decision to close the medical clinic at the Curragh, County Kildare in 
view of the fact that members of the Defence Forces habitually risk life and injury on behalf of 
the state at home and abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48698/13]

14/11/2013WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Issues relating to 
the Defence Forces are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice, Equality and De-
fence.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the availability of GP 
services in the Curragh area.

14/11/2013WRX01400Medical Card Delays

14/11/2013WRX01500198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48730/13]

14/11/2013WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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14/11/2013WRX01700Medical Card Delays

14/11/2013WRX01800199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48731/13]

14/11/2013WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

14/11/2013WRX02000Medical Card Delays

14/11/2013WRX02100200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will be restored in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [48732/13]

14/11/2013WRX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

14/11/2013WRX02300Hospital Services

14/11/2013WRX02400201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when it is expected the 
evaluation of a health status will be completed at Portlaoise regional hospital and the eye and 
ear hospital in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48733/13]

14/11/2013WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

14/11/2013WRY00150Health Services Issues

14/11/2013WRY00200202. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the supports available to a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath.  [48784/13]

14/11/2013WRY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/11/2013WRY00350Road Safety



14 November 2013

235

14/11/2013WRY00400203. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will examine the need for an allocation of funds to be made to complete plans for urgent safety 
measures at Ferry Bridge, Clarina, County Limerick on the N69; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [48617/13]

14/11/2013WRY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/11/2013WRY00550Road Safety Authority Campaigns

14/11/2013WRY00600204. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of expenditure used to fund road safety advertisements in broadcast and print media and 
elsewhere for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013.  [48623/13]

14/11/2013WRY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority has responsibility for publicity with regard to road safety.

Accordingly, I have referred the question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my private office if a reply has not been received within ten 
working days.

14/11/2013WRY00750Industrial Disputes

14/11/2013WRY00800205. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he supports a swift resolution of the difficulties currently being experienced between Aer Lin-
gus staff and management so as to avoid industrial action, in view of the State’s position as a 
large shareholder in Aer Lingus. [48626/13]

14/11/2013WRY00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I hope the difficul-
ties are resolved without damaging industrial action. In that context, I welcome the current talks 
taking place at the Labour Relations Commission on the matter, and hope that it will be possible 
for the parties to reach an agreement.

However, the State’s 25% shareholding in Aer Lingus does not allow it to interfere in the 
day-to-day commercial operations of the company. Aer Lingus is a publicly quoted company 
and as Minister I have no role in its commercial decisions.

14/11/2013WRY00950Roadworthiness Testing

14/11/2013WRY01000206. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
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he will consider extending the NCT exemption for vintage cars and tractors to cover vintage 
lorries registered prior to 1980 in view of the fact these lorries are generally used at charity 
events; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48675/13]

14/11/2013WRY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Commercial ve-
hicle roadworthiness testing regulations provide that all commercial vehicles, including vintage 
lorries, must be tested when they are over one year old and annually thereafter. Such vehicles 
must have a valid Certificate of Roadworthiness if used in a public place. Although there is no 
exemption for older vehicles, such vehicles are tested to the standards that they were originally 
designed to meet.  There is currently no requirement for tractors used in a public place to be 
roadworthiness tested.   Regular testing ensures that all commercial vehicles, regardless of age, 
are maintained to a minimum standard of roadworthiness. Vintage vehicles, even if only cover-
ing low mileage, may still have roadworthiness concerns such as perishing of rubber compo-
nents or seizure of brake actuators following periods of inactivity.

Excluding any category of vehicle from annual roadworthiness testing based solely on the 
declared usage of the vehicle could have road safety implications. It could also lead to the 
anomalous situation whereby vehicles being used commercially may unfairly seek to claim an 
exemption from testing.

In relation to vintage cars, the Road Traffic (National Car Test) Regulations 2009, SI 567 
of 2009, exempt cars first registered prior to 1 January 1980 from the NCT.  However, if such 
a car is used as a Small Public Service Vehicle it must be tested regardless of its age. As with 
vintage lorries, such cars are tested to the standards that they were originally designed to meet.

Action 59 of the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020 provides that the RSA will conduct a 
review of the roadworthiness testing of vintage vehicles to determine the safety case and cost 
benefits, if any, for the inclusion of such vehicles in roadworthiness testing.

14/11/2013WRY01150Integrated Ticketing

14/11/2013WRY01200207. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce the Leap card system for Galway city, in view of the fact that there are two 
bus operators delivering scheduled city services to the people of Galway; if he has set aside a 
budget for the implementation of the Leap card scheme in Galway in 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [48696/13]

14/11/2013WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Responsibility to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated 
ticketing Leap Card system in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became a function of the Nation-
al Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 30th September 2010. In addition, section 63 of 
the Dublin Transport Authority Act, 2008 extends the Authority’s remit in relation to integrated 
ticketing to the rest of the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/11/2013WRY01350Road Safety

14/11/2013WRY01400208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review the recent decision to lower the permitted height of loaded trailers; if his attention has 
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been drawn to the concern in the farming community of the additional costs that will arise for 
the agricultural sector due to the necessity to transport product such as fodder which arises on 
an ongoing basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48710/13]

14/11/2013WRY01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations, 
2008 sets the maximum height limit of vehicles in this country at 4.65 metres.

Following public consultation undertaken prior to the completion of the Regulations, the 
intention to introduce a 4.65 metres limit was announced in January 2007. Following repre-
sentations from the industry, it was agreed that a five year derogation from that limit would 
apply to vehicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1st November 2008. The derogation 
was introduced to allow a five-year period within which vehicles operating at heights in excess 
of the new limits could be withdrawn from use in Ireland or to allow for the necessary height 
reductions by operators. This derogation expired on 31st October 2013 and, given the lead-in 
time that this height limit has had, extending the derogation would have the effect of penalising 
those who have adjusted their operations to ensure compliance with this well flagged law, while 
rewarding those that did not.

I am aware of the concerns of the farming community regarding this issue. However, I have 
also been made aware of the view that it is possible to accommodate previous loads with differ-
ent types of trailers and tyres without exceeding the 4.65 metres limit.

14/11/2013WRY01550Sports Capital Programme Administration

14/11/2013WRY01600209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
application process for the next sports capital programme will be launched; the level of funding 
allocated for this programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48714/13]

14/11/2013WRY01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Departmental officials are currently working on the details of a new round of Sports 
Capital Programme. I hope to be in a position to make an announcement before the end of the 
year, including the level of funding to be allocated.

My Department has developed a new portal on the Department’s website which must be 
used by organisations to register, to apply for funding (when the Programme is open for applica-
tions) and to manage the drawdown of any new grants allocated after 2013.

Any interested organisation should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.


