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Questions Nos. 1 to 17, inclusive, answered orally.

12/11/2013WRA00250Foreign Adoptions

12/11/2013WRA0030018. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
outline her work to date to help families whose unresolved applications to adopt children from 
abroad preceded Ireland’s consent to the provisions of the Hague agreement; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [47704/13]

12/11/2013WRA0040019. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
update Dáil Éireann on her efforts to support families whose engagement with the adoption 
process commenced prior to the Hague agreement and whose applications are not yet resolved. 
[47703/13]

12/11/2013WRA00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 18 and 19 together.

The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention on adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agreement in place. Dur-
ing the drafting of the Act a considered and detailed transitional process to deal with the change 
from previous legislation to the new Act was put in place. The transitional measure contained 
in Section 63 of the Adoption Act, 2010, allows those who held a valid  declaration of eligibil-
ity and suitability to adopt before the commencement of the Act to continue with an adoption, 
from a non-Hague, non-bilateral country for a maximum period of three years.  Such applicants 
were thus afforded an additional three year period to complete these particular adoptions from 
non-Hague countries, and must have completed the process by the 31st October 2013. 

By their nature transitional provisions must be time limited, and it was considered by the 
Government at the time, and the Oireachtas, that three years was a reasonable period of time 
to finalise an adoption which was in process when the Adoption Act 2010 came into force. The 
Hague Convention sets out important safeguards to be implemented by member countries so as 
to ensure that the rights of children and families are protected and there is prevention of illegal, 
irregular, premature or ill prepared inter country adoptions.  Ireland has ratified the Hague Con-
vention and under the Adoption Act 2010 the Convention has force of law in Ireland. The provi-
sions of the Adoption Act 2010 sought to balance the desire for a reasonable period of transition 
with the overall commitment  to the mutual support amongst member countries for the opera-
tion of the standards and safeguards in inter country adoption outlined in the Convention. 

 One particular concern that has coincided with the expiry of the transitional provisions 
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provided for in Section 63 of the Adoption Act 2010, is the position of a  small number of ap-
plicants who were at a late stage in adopting from Russia when  changes to Russian legislation 
were enacted which meant that they were unable to complete the adoption of identified children 
before 31 October, 2013.  I am conscious of the strain that these prospective adoptive parents 
have experienced due to recent events which could not have been foreseen. Since this issue was 
brought to my attention, officials in my Department have been seeking a way to address the 
problems which resulted from the sudden change in Russian legislation. Considerable efforts 
have been made, including through diplomatic channels, to see if the problems which have 
arisen can be resolved.

It is my understanding that in order to adopt from Russia it is necessary to have a valid 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt on the date of the court hearing to finalise the 
adoption, and for a specified period thereafter before the Court order takes effect. In order that 
these adoptions, which were stopped by this change in Russian law, could continue an amend-
ment to the Adoption Act, 2010, would be necessary to extend the validity of the declarations 
of eligibility and suitability. 

The advice of the Attorney General has been sought and my Department is currently ex-
amining legislative options that might assist,  possibly through the retrospective extension of 
the declarations of eligibility and suitability concerned. As the Adoption Act, 2010, is drafted 
on the basis of the incorporation of the Hague Convention, and the minimum set of standards 
outlined therein, the implications of amending the Act must be carefully examined before the 
Government is in a position to consider any proposed amendment of the legislation.  My De-
partment, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General, is examining if it is possible 
to address this situation within the parameters of Irish law and our obligations under the Hague 
Convention. I have already met and spoken with some of those prospective adoptive parents 
affected by the  changes in Russian legislation and have undertaken to keep them informed of 
any developments.

Work is also ongoing in relation to a possible  bilateral agreement on inter country adop-
tion with Russia. Following my invitation to the Russian Ministry of Education and Science in 
August, a delegation of Russian officials travelled to Ireland for discussions and the meeting 
of the 22nd October 2013 was very positive with detailed discussions  between the Russian of-
ficials and officials from my Department, the Adoption Authority of Ireland, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the HSE. At the meeting significant progress was made and my 
Department has committed to reverting to the Russian side in the coming weeks with further 
detailed proposals in an effort to address both Russian and  Irish legal and administrative re-
quirements to the greatest degree possible.

12/11/2013WRA00550Child Care Services Provision

12/11/2013WRA0060020. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ad-
ditional steps she will take to address the availability and affordability of regulated child care 
services; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47700/13]

12/11/2013WRA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Programme 
for Government commits to developing early childhood care and education as resources allow, 
and the Government has made a very significant commitment to maintaining the childcare sup-
port programmes implemented by my Department - the Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) programme, the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, the Childcare 
Education and Training Support (CETS) programme and the new After-school Childcare pro-
gramme.  
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It is recognised that intensive and targeted early childhood services have the potential to sig-
nificantly enhance the life chances of many children. In the region of €260 million is provided 
annually by my Department to provide for a number of childcare support programmes which 
assist parents in accessing quality and affordable childcare.  More than 100,000 children benefit 
from these programmes each year. 

For example the Community Childcare Subvention programme provides funding to com-
munity-based childcare services to enable them to provide childcare at reduced rates to parents 
in receipt of social welfare payments or on low or relatively modest incomes. For the purpose 
of the CCS programme, disadvantage and qualifying income are determined by reference to a 
range of means-tested allowances and payments including receipt of a social welfare payment, 
Family Income Supplement (FIS) and qualification for a medical or GP visit card.  Eligibil-
ity for a GP visit card is based on net income and takes account of outgoings such as rent and 
mortgage repayments and other expenses including childcare costs and travelling expenses.  As 
a result, parents with middle incomes may also benefit from subvention.

The Childcare Education and Training Support programme provides €145 towards the 
weekly cost of full time childcare places to participating childcare services in both the com-
munity and commercial sectors for qualifying Solas and Education and Training Boards (ETB) 
trainees and students.  Students on part-time courses are funded on a pro rata basis.  In 2013, a 
new strand of this programme was introduced to provide after-school childcare to certain social 
welfare recipients entering employment.  It is proposed to further augment the programme with 
a new strand for certain community employment participants in 2014.

The Early Childhood Care and Education programme provides a free pre-school year to all 
eligible children in the year before commencing primary school.  Children qualify for the free 
pre-school year where they are aged more than 3 years 2 months and less than 4 years 7 months 
at 1 September in the relevant year.  Almost every pre-school service in the State (more than 
4,300) is participating with over 68,000 children, or 94% of the eligible age cohort, availing of 
free pre-school programme in the 2012/2013 school year.   

In line with the Programme for Government, I succeeded in maintaining the universality of 
the free pre-school year, including securing an additional funding requirement of €9.8m in 2012 
to address increased demand due to an increase in births since 2009.

The programme includes a number of additional provisions which take account of children 
with special needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification un-
der the programme where a child is developmentally delayed and would benefit from starting 
primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the 
pre-school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme 
for 2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.  In addition, to im-
prove the services available to children with special needs, my Department is working with the 
Office of Disability and Mental Health in the Department of Health, to examine how supports 
to facilitate the inclusion of children with special needs in mainstream pre-school settings can 
be improved.

My Department and I, along with key stakeholders including the HSE, are currently pro-
gressing an 8-point Pre-School Quality Agenda. The actions being implemented are designed 
to ensure the highest standards of care for children in pre-school and to ensure that parents 
and practitioners can have confidence in the regulation of the sector. I further believe that this 
Agenda must be implemented and higher standard of quality ensured, in order to provide the 
key building blocks for any further extension of universal childcare provision, including any 
proposal to introduce a second free pre-school year, which as I have indicated on numerous oc-
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casions is my ultimate objective.

There is an increasing body of Irish and International evidence which quantify the ben-
efits of early year’s interventions in terms of improving children’s outcomes and in delivering 
significant economic and societal return to the state. In this context I believe the introduction 
of a second year would benefit children’s educational and developmental outcomes as well as 
proving significantly beneficial to children with special needs. In addition a second pre-school 
year would represent €2,500 to €3,000 worth of free childcare to parents and likely generate 
4,000-5,000 new positions, albeit mostly part-time. The benefits of introducing a second year 
were further referred to in the recent OECD reports on Ireland.

However, the introduction of a second pre-school year would require considerable additional 
funding, with the additional cost broadly in line with the cost of the current one year provision, 
which is €175 million.  This funding is not currently available due to the financial constraints 
under which the Government is currently operating.  However I would hope that this proposal 
is one which Government could continue to work towards as our public finances recover.

Finally, I have recently received the Report and recommendations of the Expert Advisory 
Group which I established to advise my Department and myself on the preparation of Ireland 
first-ever Early Years Strategy. Longer term objectives for early years care and education, in-
cluding extension of universal early years provision, supports for children with specific needs 
and ongoing improvements in quality will be further addressed in this Strategy.

12/11/2013WRA00750Child Protection

12/11/2013WRA0080021. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has re-
ceived a report from the Health Service Executive regarding the recent incidents involving 
children in the Roma community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47840/13]

12/11/2013WRA0090023. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
involvement of Health Service Executive child protection services with the two Roma children 
removed from their family homes; the imminent risk of significant harm to the children from 
the child protection point of view; if child protection services were aware of the cases in ad-
vance of the children being removed from their family homes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [47831/13]

12/11/2013WRA0100031. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the as-
pects of the Child Care Act which were applicable in recent incidents involving children being 
taken from their homes have been examined; if she will outline any decisions or clarifications 
made on foot of this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47836/13]

12/11/2013WRA0110041. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs having 
particular regard to recent events, if she is satisfied regarding the adequacy of the procedures 
in place to ensure best practice in cases where children are being placed in care; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [47829/13]

12/11/2013WRA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 21, 23, 31 and 41 together.

The queries raised by the Deputies refer to the recent cases of Roma children who following 
Garda action were removed under Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 and provided with 
foster care while investigations took place. 
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Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 provides for the removal of a child to a place of safety 
by An Garda Síochána in situations where there is immediate and serious risk. In such circum-
stances An Garda Síochána must, as soon as possible, place the child into the care of the HSE.

Where a child is received into care in circumstances such as these, the HSE are required, fol-
lowing initial assessment, to either return the child to their parents, if is safe to do so, or make an 
application to the District Court for an Emergency Care Order at the first available opportunity. 
A District Court may grant an Emergency Care Order if there is reasonable cause to believe that 
there is an immediate and serious risk to the child or that there is likely to be if they were to 
leave the care setting. Emergency Care Orders have a limited duration and a fuller hearing must 
be convened within prescribed timelines. 

Child protection is a complex and sensitive issue. An Garda Síochána and the HSE are often 
required by law to deal with complex situations and to make immediate decisions when dealing 
with concerns which come to their attention. The HSE and An Garda Síochana have worked in 
the broad context of Children First to develop closer working relationships designed to ensure 
more effective provision of child welfare and protection services. Regular meetings of the statu-
tory agencies are convened at both local case management and national senior management 
level aimed at ensuring good communication and cooperation channels. The HSE and An Garda 
Siochana also operate joint protocols to ensure good practice in the area of child protection. It is 
important however, to review incidences, such as these two cases, to ensure that practices and 
procedures are in line with best practice.

Along with my colleague Minister Shatter, the Minister for Justice and Equality, I deter-
mined that there should be examination of the involvement of An Garda Síochána and the HSE 
in these two cases. I  asked Mr. Gordon Jeyes, National Director, HSE Children and Family 
Services, to provide me with a report on the HSE actions in respect of the two cases. Minister 
Shatter also requested similar reports from the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána   in relation 
to the actions of An Garda Síochána.

The Ombudsman for Children, Ms Emily Logan, has initiated an investigation of the actions 
of the HSE in relation to these cases, under the provisions of the Ombudsman for Children Act 
2002. The Ombudsman for Children has also agreed to undertake an investigation of An Garda 
Síochána actions, under Section 42 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007.

I can confirm that I have received the reports for each of the cases from HSE Children and 
Family Services. The reports have been referred to the Ombudsman for Children Ms Emily Lo-
gan, for her consideration.   The Ombudsman for Children is an independent statutory authority 
and will independently assess the actions of the HSE.

In respecting the independent investigations of the Ombudsman for Children, which will 
now take their course, it would be wrong of me to comment in detail on the cases or the reports 
received from the HSE. I look forward to the conclusion of the process and to addressing the 
independent findings of the Ombudsman for Children, once she reports on her investigations.

As I have said I acknowledge the distressing situation for the two families involved from 
these events and the surrounding publicity. I have requested that both the HSE and voluntary 
family support services would be available to the families if they wish to avail of these services.

12/11/2013WRA01250HSE Reports

12/11/2013WRA0130022. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she is taking on foot of the publication of the audit report on neglect cases; and if she will make 
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a statement on the matter. [47699/13]

12/11/2013WRA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): An audit of ne-
glect cases in Roscommon, Waterford and Dublin South-East was completed by the HSE and a 
composite report published on 20 June 2013. A decision was taken within the HSE to produce 
this composite report as the best means of disseminating the learning from the three projects. 

From the outset, it was the intention of the HSE that the neglect audit would comprise a num-
ber of phases and that the initial pilot phase would inform a more significant National Audit of 
Neglect Cases.  Therefore the audit published in June last was not simply a once off exercise but 
constitutes one element of a wider process to improve practice in relation to such cases across 
the country. Phase 1 of this process was the initial audits undertaken by Ms Lynne Peyton, 
Consultant in Children’s Services and Social Care. Phase 2 comprises a series of workshops for 
social work staff and managers nationwide. There will be a minimum of two workshops in each 
region presented by Ms Peyton in conjunction with Ms Helen Buckley, who will be covering 
the learning emerging from the Child Death Review Process. I have been informed by the HSE 
that the first of these workshops have taken place. The phase 2 workshops will be followed by 
the phase 3 National Audit of all neglect files which will be informed by the findings of phase 1 
and the outcomes of the phase 2 workshops.  A definitive timeline for completion of all phases 
is dependent on completion of phase 2 at regional level and thereafter individual local audits.  It 
follows that different regions will complete their audits at different times. My Department will 
be liaising with the HSE over the coming months to monitor progress.

 I note that the recently published Interim Report of the Child Care Law Reporting Project, 
being undertaken on an independent basis by a team led by Dr Carol Coulter, has found that 
neglect is the primary cause of children being taken into care. This indicates that the issue of 
neglect is  receiving significant attention in the child welfare and protection system. In this 
regard, it is reasonable to surmise that the report undertaken in Roscommon, Waterford and 
Dublin South East, along with the application of the learning by the HSE, has reinforced the 
awareness of the significance of neglect in the context of the adequate care and protection of 
children across all areas.

Question No. 23 answered with Question No. 21.

12/11/2013WRA01550School Attendance Data

12/11/2013WRA0160024. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she is taking to address the issue of truancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42147/13]

12/11/2013WRA01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The National 
Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) has a statutory remit to monitor school attendance nation-
ally. The latest report on the Analysis of School Attendance Data, which I launched on behalf 
of the NEWB on the 6th November, is for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  This latest data shows 
a continued improvement in student attendance from 2009/2010 and previous years. The num-
ber of school days being missed is at the lowest for the five year period 2006/07 – 2010/11 and 
while further improvements are required the continued positive trend over recent years is to be 
welcomed. This evidence demonstrates the positive impact of targeted investment programmes 
and the progress that can be achieved through the collaborative efforts of schools, parents, 
statutory and support services.  

Within the NEWB, the Education Welfare Service has specific responsibility for the Board’s 



Questions - Written Answers

378

general function to ensure that each child attends a recognised school or otherwise receives a 
certain minimum education. I am advised by the NEWB that the Education Welfare Service 
worked with over 20,000 children in 2012, of which 2,420 were intensive interventions which 
required sustained support from an Education Welfare Officer (EWO) and a multidisciplinary 
approach in order to address the issues of school attendance. The Education Welfare Service 
has a current staffing complement of 74 officers delivering front line services. The NEWB is 
developing Guidelines for schools on the Preparation of Attendance Strategies as outlined in 
Section 22 of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000. Formal guidance will provide further clarity 
to schools in terms of responsibilities under the Act but should ultimately provide practical 
support towards enabling children to maximise their attendance, participation and retention in 
schools. The Board intends to complete this work within the current academic year. 

The NEWB is in the process of refining and implementing a new strategic approach to ser-
vice delivery through the integrated working of its three service strands, namely; the Education 
Welfare Service; Home School Community Liaison Programme (comprised of 402 school-
based co-ordinators); and School Completion Programme (comprised of 124 school cluster 
projects involving 470 primary and 224 post-primary schools). This integrated model of ser-
vice will provide an enhanced response to the needs of children, families and schools. As part 
of this process the NEWB is also reviewing the basis on which the Education Welfare Service 
is configured and a full consultation process is underway with staff and their representatives 
to reconfigure service delivery based upon the needs of children and young people. I see this 
strategic national approach to attendance, participation and retention as a crucial reform in our 
efforts to tackle school absenteeism.

The decision by Government to provide for the amalgamation of the NEWB and its services 
into the new Child and Family Agency upon its establishment will further consolidate the de-
velopment of services aimed at children and provide opportunities for more effective working 
amongst the range of professionals involved in such services. The Child and Family Agency 
will have a specific legislative remit to promote educational outcomes through its existing edu-
cational welfare programmes and will work closely with the education sector and families by 
means of its network of Educational Welfare Officers, the Home School Community Liaison 
Scheme and the School Completion Programme.

12/11/2013WRA01750Adoption Records Provision

12/11/2013WRA0180025. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the location 
where the records from the 42 mothers and baby homes that operated here and handled tens of 
thousands of adoptions over the decades are held; the amount of information held by the Health 
Service Executive in Glanmire; and the other information that is held in Glanmire, which can 
be made available to persons tracing their birth mothers or their children.  [47752/13]

12/11/2013WRA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to refer 
the Deputy to my response to her Priority PQ No 47753 of today’s date.

The HSE has confirmed to me that they hold the following records at Glanmire:

Sean Ross Abbey Mother and Baby Home approximately 7,500 records

Bessboro Mother and Baby Home  approximately 10,800 records 

St. Anne’s Adoption Society  approximately 3,500 records

HSE/Southern Health Board  approximately 1,500 records
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St Mary’s Adoption Society, Kerry  approximately  500 records 

Approximately 5,500 Castlepollard Mother & Baby Home files, originally stored at Glan-
mire, have recently been transferred to HSE North West.  A comprehensive list of adoption 
information tracing services and file locations is available on the HSE website.

12/11/2013WRA01950Early Years Strategy Implementation

12/11/2013WRA0200026. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she intends 
to adopt the recommendations of the expert group report on the early years strategy; when the 
early years strategy will actually be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[47844/13]

12/11/2013WRA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Children 
and Young People’s Policy Framework is currently being developed by my Department.  The 
Framework will set out the overall principles, vision and outcomes for children and young 
people and will guide actions across Government over the period 2014 to 2018.  I expect to 
circulate the Framework to other Ministers in December. Following approval by Government 
the Framework will be published early in the New Year for discussion at a Government meet-
ing in January.  The Early Years Strategy is one of a number of more detailed strategies under 
the Children and Young  People’s Policy Framework, and it is also currently being developed 
by my Department.

Following my announcement that I would lead the preparation of Ireland’s first Early Years 
Strategy,  I appointed an Expert Advisory Group, chaired by Dr. Eilis Hennessy of UCD to ad-
vise my Department and myself on recommendations for inclusion in the Strategy.  The work 
of this group has now concluded and their comprehensive report, entitled ‘Right from the Start’ 
was recently presented to me.     

The report, which provides for the first time a strategic approach to the development of 
Ireland’s early years services, sets out a comprehensive range of recommendations for consid-
eration and provides for a continuum of service and support for Ireland’s youngest children and 
their families, from early childhood health, to supporting parents to ensuring quality in early 
years provision.   This is a strategic approach for years to come and I welcome the incremental 
approach set out in the report.  

Development of the Early Years Strategy is underway. This includes consultation on the 
recommendations in the report and the Early Years Strategy. My Department is leading the 
consultations both bilaterally with other Government departments and through a consultation 
workshop with key stakeholders which is planned for 2nd December. 

As soon as the Children and Young People’s Policy Framework is approved by Government 
I intend to finalise the Early Years Strategy and submit it to Government for publication early 
in the New Year.

12/11/2013WRB00075Children in Care

12/11/2013WRB0010027. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
timeline for the closure of children’s high-support units in the State; if capacity at special care 
units will be further increased to address the shortage of specialised child residential services 
that will arise with the closure of such units; and the supports that will be provided to children 
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exiting high-support units.  [47701/13]

12/11/2013WRB00200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Children who 
are unable to live with their parent/s for their welfare and protection are taken into the care of 
the HSE Child and Family Services and placed mainly in foster care.  For a small number of 
children, residential care is considered the most suitable option to meet their needs.  A very 
small number of children and young children with specialised needs are placed in a High Sup-
port or Special Care Unit. 

The HSE has advised that Rath na nóg High Support Unit  has now closed.  One other Unit 
provides High Support placements, that is Crannóg Nua.  This Crannóg Nua unit will cease 
providing High Support services once the current residents complete their interventions and 
move on to their next placements.  This closure is expected to take place in May 2014.  Crannóg 
Nua will then undergo refurbishment works to bring the standard of the facilities up to the level 
of security required to provide Special Care services from that location by the end of January 
2015.  This development will increase Children and Family Services capacity to provide Spe-
cial Care services on a national basis from seventeen places currently, up to twenty-five by end 
of Jan 2015.  The HSE advise that with the further developments in progress at Crannog Nua 
and at Gleann Alainn, it is expected that the overall capacity for the provision of Special Care 
services by Children and Family Services nationally will increase to thirty four places by end 
2015.

The HSE is committed to designing and developing a comprehensive continuum of care 
services to meet the divergent and complex needs of all children in care.  The HSE has advised 
me that it is currently undertaking a national review of all residential care and this will be com-
pleted during the first quarter of 2014.  The HSE assures me that this review will assist in map-
ping and reinforcing the various stages along the continuum of residential care provision in the 
HSE as well as identifying where gaps may exist.  A National Director of Residential Services 
has been appointed to take the review forward and ensure the strategic development of such 
services with all necessary allied supports necessary.

12/11/2013WRB00250Child and Family Agency Remit

12/11/2013WRB0030028. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
planned governance and administration of family resource centres and the role of the child and 
family agency in same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47828/13]

12/11/2013WRB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The policy intent 
in framing the functions of the Child and Family Agency has been to broaden the scope of the 
Agency beyond the traditional concept of child welfare and protection and to place emphasis 
on family support as a core function.  The existing strengths of community based approaches 
to supporting families have informed this policy direction and, in particular, the contribution of 
the network of 106 Family Resource Centres around the country.

The intention is that the new Agency will have a stronger family support function which 
will encompass both the existing family support obligations imposed by the Child Care Act 
1991 (and currently discharged by the HSE) along with the important work undertaken by the 
Family Support Agency.  The Child and Family Agency Bill contains strong functions relating 
to family support (as set out at Section 8(1)(c)) and community development activities (set out 
at Section 8(1)(d)), such as those provided by the Family Resource Centre Programme.  In ad-
dition, Part 8 sets out the framework for the funding of outside providers of services and again 
provides scope for the funding of community development initiatives which would include 
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Family Resource Centres (specifically Section 59(8)).  This Part establishes the statutory basis 
for the funding of such programmes.  It also provides for the development of regulations and 
guidance which will further elaborate the precise governance and administration arrangements 
which will be put in place by the new Agency.

It is acknowledged that Family Resource Centres are non-profit making organisations with 
a strong community involvement and ethos.  The arrangements implemented by the Child and 
Family Agency will support the objective of providing effective and co-ordinated supports to 
families and communities, while building upon the local, community role of Family Resource 
Centres.  I can assure the Deputy that the new Agency will build on the excellent work under-
taken by the Family Support Agency over the last decade, and that a community based approach 
to service provision will form an integral part of the new Child and Family Agency.  I will 
communicate further with the Deputy in this regard when the Child and Family Agency Bill 
commences Report Stage on the 20th November. 

12/11/2013WRB00450Proposed Legislation

12/11/2013WRB0050029. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the children first Bill will be published; if it will mean that Departments and-or the Health Ser-
vice Executive can be reported for failure to protect the welfare of vulnerable children; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [47832/13]

12/11/2013WRB00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will 
be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the Children First Bill 
2012 in April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the Oireachtas Committee on 
Health and Children for consideration and advice.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health 
and Children published their report in July 2012.  A number of submissions were received as 
part of the Committee’s consultation process.  Overall there was a welcome that the legislation 
would increase the focus on child protection.  The contributions in the main came from organi-
sations already implementing Children First.  Since then my Department and I have carried out 
international research and held further consultations with experts and key stakeholders, includ-
ing other relevant Departments and statutory agencies, to discuss and review the complex mat-
ters arising and the development of the final Bill. 

It is also essential that the related and relevant legislation is compatible with and will com-
plement the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act and the Criminal 
Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes Against Children and Intellectually Disabled Per-
sons) Act.  The drafting of the Children First Bill is under way.  The proposed Children First Bill 
will place obligations on certain professionals and other people working with children to report 
suspected child protection concerns to the HSE/Child and Family Agency and also for certain 
relevant professionals to assist the HSE/Child and Family Agency in the assessment of any 
reported cases.  Organisations will also have legal obligations relating to child safety planning. 

It is also intended to place the Children First Inter-Departmental Group on a statutory basis, 
to be chaired by my Department.  This will allow my Department to identify any areas that 
require to be developed or improvement, which will be particularly important during the initial 
implementation phase of the Bill.

12/11/2013WRB00650Children in Care

12/11/2013WRB0070030. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she intends 
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to review guidelines in relation to the Health Service Executive’s use of section 12 of the Child 
Care Act.  [47834/13]

12/11/2013WRB00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 12 of 
the Child Care Act 1991 provides for the removal of a child to a place of safety by An Garda 
Síochána in situations where there is immediate and serious risk.  It is a power given to the Gar-
dai and is not operated by the HSE per se.  However, where Section 12 is invoked, An Garda 
Síochána must, as soon as possible, place the child into the care of HSE.

Section 12 however operates in conjunction with other duties and obligations of the HSE.  
Where a child is received into care in circumstances such as these, the HSE are required, fol-
lowing initial assessment, to either return the child to their parents, if is safe to do so, or make an 
application to the District Court for an Emergency Care Order at the first available opportunity.  
A District Court may grant an Emergency Care Order if there is reasonable cause to believe 
that there is an immediate and serious risk to the child or that there is likely to be if they were 
to leave the care setting.  Emergency Care Orders have a limited duration and a fuller hearing 
must be convened within prescribed timelines.

The provisions of the Child Care Act are under continuous review by my Department and 
policy and legislative changes are considered as necessary.  The provision of and use of the 
particular section of the Act referred to by the Deputy is the subject of an investigation by the 
Ombudsman for Children following two recent high profile cases.  The Ombudsman will inde-
pendently assess the circumstances of these cases and be free to raise any questions of relevance 
to the events that occurred. 

Section 12 of the Act has been in operation for some considerable time.  I believe it is impor-
tant to emphasise the importance of the provision in the context of immediate danger to a child.  
I am further of the view that the Child Care Act 1991 carries considerable safeguards in respect 
of these powers, as it should.  I am also of the view that we should not confuse issues related to 
practice in the overall appropriateness of the provision and it is these issues relating to practice 
which the various reports are required to tease out.  Notwithstanding that, I have reiterated that, 
on receipt of a report from the Ombudsman for Children, the Gardai and the HSE will be in a 
position to examine any practice implications and I will be in a position to examine any policy 
or legislative implications, which might arise.

Question No. 31 answered with Question No. 21.

12/11/2013WRB00950Homelessness Strategy

12/11/2013WRB0100032. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has identified specific measures to tackle the main causes of homelessness among young per-
sons; the rates of youth homelessness for each county, including temporary homelessness; the 
programmes in place in each county to combat this issue; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [47845/13]

12/11/2013WRB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy 
will be aware,  my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, has policy responsibility for adult homelessness, that is, those aged 18 years and over.  
Children who are referred to as homeless generally fall into three groups: children who mainly 
reside with their families but due to an emergency, need care and accommodation immediately, 
children who are defined as at risk of homelessness and children who are found to be “sleeping 
rough”.  Children who present as homeless or in need of emergency accommodation are as-
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sessed as children in need of welfare and protective services and are provided with an appropri-
ate response.

My Department commissioned the Centre for Effective Services to undertake a review of 
the implementation of the Youth Homelessness Strategy published by the Department of Health 
and Children in 2001.  The review found that there had been significant improvements in the 
service response to children presenting as homeless in the last ten years and that the range and 
standard of services has improved over the past decade and this appears to have contributed to 
a decrease in the number of children and young people accessing services through the homeless 
sector. 

The Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin also undertook research “Young 
People’s Homeless and Housing Pathways”  which involved three phases of data collection 
over a 6-year period with homeless children and young people in Dublin City.  This period of 
contact and engagement provided a unique opportunity to gain insight into the processes that 
steered participants “journeys” into, through and out of homelessness, as well as their perspec-
tives on their homeless and housing situations over that time.  This study found that  for many 
young people homelessness can be resolved if they receive the necessary services and supports 
and access to stable housing with appropriate supports, at the earliest possible juncture.  Both 
reports identify the need for early interventions and the importance of timely assessments and 
the provision of adequate services. 

Services for young people aged between 15 and 17 who come to the attention of emergency 
and homeless services need to be flexible as these young people are often vulnerable and at 
risk and are typically more challenging in the provision of care.  They may be out of school; 
have experienced neglect and serious family discord; have mental health or learning difficul-
ties; have lived casually among friends and peers; and they may be less inclined to engage with 
social work services.  Additionally they will often need support beyond their 18th birthday.

The Crisis Intervention Service provides an out-of-hours emergency social work assessment 
to children aged under 18 years who are out of home and in need of care or accommodation.  
The service operates across Counties Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow.  Referrals are made by 
service providers outside of normal working hours, such as Gardaí or hospital and ambulance 
service personnel.

Outside the greater Dublin area, the HSE operates an Emergency Place of Safety Service 
whereby Gardaí can access an emergency placement for children found to be at risk utilising 
their powers under Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 out of hours.  This service involves 
placing a child in a family setting where they stay until the next working day when the local 
social work service assumes responsibility for the case.  The service is designed to ensure that 
children presenting as ‘at risk’ outside of normal working hours are provided with an appropri-
ate emergency place of safety, a foster care placement, thereby reducing or eliminating social 
admissions of children in an acute hospital setting.

Section 5 of the Child Care Act provides that the HSE may provide accommodation for a 
child in need of accommodation, who does not need to be taken into care.  The HSE has devel-
oped and is now implementing a policy on the use of Section 5 of the Child Care Act 1991.  This 
policy addresses the needs of young people aged 16 and 17 presenting to the HSE Children and 
Family services in need of accommodation.  The HSE has advised that 14 and 6 children were 
supported under Section 5 in HSE South Region and HSE West Region, respectively.   No data 
is available for Dublin Mid Leinster or Dublin North East regions.

Clearly, while progress has been achieved, some challenges in relation to access to mental 
health and intellectual disability services for children in crisis or out of home remain.  Service 
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responses for children aged 16-18 need more focus as does the management of the transition 
between child and adult services.  My Department has engaged with the HSE and the National 
Educational Welfare Board, along with the Departments of the Environment Community and 
Local Government, Education and Skills, Social Protection and Health seeking their views on 
how the recommendations of “Every Child A Home” relevant to each sector are being or might 
be brought forward.

12/11/2013WRB01150National Youth Strategy

12/11/2013WRB0120033. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the youth 
policy framework will be developed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47842/13]

12/11/2013WRB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is developing a new strategy for children and young people.  In keeping with my Department’s 
responsibilities for children and young people, this new five-year Children and Young People’s 
Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will comprehend the continuum 
of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle childhood, adolescence and early 
adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which policy and services for children 
and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  This overarching Frame-
work will provide the basis for more detailed strategies including a new youth strategy. 

It is envisaged that the new youth strategy will focus on ensuring greater coordination in 
policy and provision across government for young people aged 10 – 24 years.  It  will aim to:

- enhance the development, participation and support of young people in this age cohort; 

- be responsive to current and emerging issues such as youth employment; and

- provide greater coordination in youth provision and related services for young people 
across departments, agencies and the youth sector. 

Work is under way in preparation for the development of the youth strategy.  My Depart-
ment has commissioned a review of international best practice to advance our understanding 
of the impact of youth services in the lives of children and young people.  The conclusions of 
this study, the findings of the Growing Up in Ireland Study of my Department along with the 
other studies underway will inform the development of the strategy.  The National Youth Work 
Advisory Committee, which includes representatives of national youth organisations, Govern-
ment departments, the Education and Training Boards and other statutory agencies involved in 
youth matters, has a key role in advising my Department on issues to do with how youth work 
practice and services can advance key desired outcomes for young people’s well-being that are 
central to the strategy.  The strategy will further take account of the findings of the Value for 
Money and Policy Review of youth funding which is nearing completion in my Department.

The next stage in the development of the youth strategy will include a consultation process 
with stakeholders and young people.  It is planned that the youth strategy will be substantially 
progressed for completion early in 2014.

12/11/2013WRB01350Maternity Benefit Issues

12/11/2013WRB0140034. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the level of en-
gagement she had with the Department for Social Protection regarding the changes in maternity 
benefit announced in budget 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47843/13]
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12/11/2013WRB01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issue of 
maternity benefit is a matter for the Department of Social Protection (DSP) and any changes to 
this benefit are a matter for that Department.  I had no engagement with the Minister or officials 
of the DSP in relation to this matter.

12/11/2013WRB01550Preschool Services

12/11/2013WRB0160035. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide an update on the implementation of all strands of the preschool quality agenda; 
the timeline for completion; the additional resources needed for same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [47825/13]

12/11/2013WRB01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The commit-
ment to improve the quality of early childhood care and education has been a key priority for 
me since becoming Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.  This is why my Department and I 
have been progressing work on Ireland’s first-ever Early Years Strategy and working on a com-
prehensive Pre-School Quality Agenda.  My comprehensive Pre-School Quality Agenda will 
seek to support and assure higher standards in pre-school services.

I have identified eight key areas which I consider to require urgent attention.  These are:

- Publishing inspection reports on-line as soon as possible

- Strengthening the national inspection system

- Introducing new protocols on regulatory compliance and enforcement 

- Increasing and widening the sanctions which can be taken for non-compliance

- Increasing the qualification requirements for all staff in pre-school services

- Introducing a registration system for all pre-school services 

- Implementing the new National Quality Standards

- Supporting implementation of the Siolta Framework and Aistear Curriculum

Legislation to strengthen the current inspection regime and underpin the Pre-School Qual-
ity Agenda is expected to be enacted before the end of the year.  This legislation will provide 
a statutory basis for registration of pre-school services and will introduce a range of new en-
forcement powers for Inspectors at pre-prosecution level. Under the proposed new system, all 
pre-school services will have to be registered in order to operate.  Inspectors will be empowered 
to specify improvement conditions that a service must comply with; and the threat of removal 
of registration will be available.  This system will, for the first time, provide for timely and ef-
fective regulation and enforcement of standards in pre-school services, backed up by statutory 
registration. 

Work on the establishment of the new Children and Family Agency has provided an op-
portunity to address the absence of a coherent national approach to the regulation of childcare 
services.  The HSE has been working towards developing the Pre-School Inspectorate as a 
nationally coordinated service.  A practical outcome of this work has been the introduction of 
Standard Operating Procedures to address inconsistencies and provide clarity and transparency 
to early years services.
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Over recent years, a number of areas of the country have had either no inspectors or an inad-
equate number of inspectors.  The HSE is recruiting five new inspectors to cover existing gaps 
in Louth, Dublin South / East Wicklow, Cavan / Monaghan, and Sligo / Leitrim / West Cavan.  
In addition, I have received approval from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to 
increase the staffing numbers in the new Child and Family Agency to provide for extra posts 
to further strengthen the Inspectorate.  Some additional funding for this was provided for in 
Budget 2014.

New National Quality Standards for pre-school services will be launched very shortly.  
These Standards will complement the existing Pre-School Regulations replacing previous ex-
planatory notes; and will set out the quality outcomes and supporting criteria against which 
inspection under the pre-school regulations will be measured.

The level of qualifications held by staff dealing directly with children in pre-school child-
care services is an important factor in determining the quality of pre-school provision that the 
facility can deliver.  I believe, therefore that it is important to introduce qualification require-
ments for all staff working in pre-school services.  This will be an important development as 
at present, staff working in childcare services other than under the ECCE programme are not 
subject to any minimum qualification requirement.

I have indicated my intention to increase the minimum requirement of Level 5 for pre-
school leaders delivering the pre-school year to Level 6.  It is also my intention to require all 
pre-school assistants and all other staff caring for children in a pre-school service to hold a 
minimum qualification at Level 5.  These new requirements will apply from September 2014 
for new services, and from September 2015 for existing services. 

The implementation of the Síolta and Aistear Practice Frameworks, developed to support 
quality early childhood care and education in Ireland, is an important initiative in the devel-
opment of quality childcare services.  Both Frameworks are based upon extensive research 
evidence on best practice in early childhood education and care.  The successful implementa-
tion of the Frameworks on a nation-wide level will require all childcare practitioners to have 
a thorough understanding of quality early years provision.  I announced in Budget 2014 the 
introduction of a new mentoring service which will employ graduates in early childhood care 
and education who will work directly with services to improve quality and support the imple-
mentation of the Síolta Framework and Aistear Curriculum.   

The HSE has begun the process of publishing retrospective pre-school inspection reports 
on-line, and this process will continue over the coming weeks and months.  All new inspection 
reports from 1st July 2013 are being published on-line on completion.  Pobal is hosting the 
publication of the pre-school inspection reports, and they are available on the Pobal website.

On foot of Budget 2014, I will be allocating €4.5m in Exchequer funding to support the 
implementation of the Pre-School Quality Agenda which will seek to support and assure higher 
standards in pre-school services.  Of this funding, €1.5m is provided to support staff training to 
meet the new qualification requirements.  €2.5m will be provided to support the new mentoring 
service.

12/11/2013WRB01750Child Protection

12/11/2013WRB0180036. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to make child protection training mandatory for all those who have interaction with children 
whether in a voluntary or professional capacity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[47837/13]

12/11/2013WRB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will 
be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the Children First Bill 
2012 in April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the Oireachtas Committee on 
Health and Children for consideration and advice.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health 
and Children published their report in July 2012.  A number of submissions were received as 
part of the Committee’s consultation process.  Overall there was a welcome that the legislation 
would increase the focus on child protection.  The contributions in the main came from organi-
sations already implementing Children First. 

Submissions were not all in agreement and many points emerging needed to be considered 
and reconciled.  This involves consideration of policy and operational issues as well as the 
best legal approach to achieving Children First objectives.  In this regard, officials within my 
Department have consulted with a number of organisations and individuals and I recently met 
with a number of key stakeholders to discuss the complex issues that have arisen.  I have also 
taken the opportunity to consult with a number of experts in relation to the development of the 
policy in this area.  These discussions will inform the preparation of enhanced policy proposals 
that is currently underway.  

The framework is now focussed on the safety and protection of children generally; the 
provision of safe services for children; cooperation amongst professionals and organisations 
where children are at risk of neglect and abuse and finally mandating key individuals to report 
child abuse known to them.  The latter objective is aimed at removing ambivalence, reluctance 
or refusal by people and organisations in positions of trust and authority to report child abuse 
and cooperate with the relevant authorities.  The Bill will create a range of responsibilities and 
duties on organisations and individuals and these will be detailed in the legislation.  The precise 
requirements on varying sectors, organisations and individual professions is currently under 
consideration and part of an ongoing process.

It is also essential that the related and relevant legislation is compatible with and will com-
plement the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act and the Crimi-
nal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes Against Children and Intellectually Disabled 
Persons) Act.  In parallel with the development of legislative proposals to put Children First 
on a statutory footing, significant work has been undertaken to achieve full and consistent 
implementation of the revised Guidance.  I have established a Children First Implementation 
Inter-Departmental Group (CFIDG) to bring central government oversight to the implementa-
tion process.  The direct responsibility for implementation rests at organisation level in line 
with the Guidance and the proposed legislation.  Each Department represented on the Group 
has prepared a Children First Sectoral Implementation Plan.  These Implementation Plans are 
designed to be high level documents setting out implementation requirements for the parent De-
partment and for agencies under its aegis which have contact with children and young people.  
The Plans set out the mechanisms in place, or to be put in place, including training require-
ments, to support the continued implementation of Children First Guidance at sectoral level.  
They are for a period of one year, at which time they will be reviewed.  The Sectoral Plans are 
available on the relevant Department websites.

My Department and the CFIDG continue to work in cooperation with the Children and 
Family Services of the HSE in relation to key issues and priorities such as the provision of 
information, advice and materials to relevant organisations/sectors to support recruitment and 
training arrangements by employers and organisations in respect of their staff.  These discus-
sions also include the development of a website and the implementation of a communications 
strategy in relation to Children First.
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12/11/2013WRB01950Child Detention Centres

12/11/2013WRB0200037. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will provide an update on the transition from St. Patrick’s Institution to the Oberstown 
campus, including management and governance structures, staffing, training and rostering ar-
rangements at Oberstown; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47826/13]

12/11/2013WRB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A main contrac-
tor and a number of sub-contractors have now been appointed to the Oberstown development 
project and construction of the new facilities started on site on 23 September 2013.  On 14 
October 2013 I officially launched the construction project with the event taking place on the 
campus in Oberstown.

The timeline for the project will see the first three new residential units available in the third 
quarter of 2014, which will be used to facilitate the transfer of responsibility for 17 year old 
boys from adult prison facilities (currently St. Patrick’s Institution) to the Oberstown campus 
and will deliver on the Government’s commitment to end the practice of detaining children in 
St. Patrick’s Institution.  An additional three residential units, to be delivered in 2015, will be 
used to replace existing accommodation on the Oberstown campus which has reached the end 
of its useful life.  The development will also provide associated education, recreation, security 
and other ancillary facilities and will result in all detention services for children being deliv-
ered in a single location, maximising the scope for ensuring best practice standards using the 
children detention school model and for operational efficiency.  The project is due to be fully 
complete by the third quarter of 2015.  

In additional to the capital project, my department and I are overseeing a further programme 
and reforms aimed at enhancing the effective management and capacity of services on the 
Oberstown campus.  A recruitment process has recently been carried out for the appointment of 
a Campus Manager for the Oberstown site, who will report to the Board of Management.  The 
Campus Manager will be appointed shortly and this person will be responsible for driving the 
reforms that are currently taking place in Oberstown.  I see this appointment as a crucial ele-
ment of the reform of the children detention service, which will complement the development 
of new services on the campus for all children under 18 years of age.  In addition, I will shortly 
be presenting a set of amendments of the Children Act 2001 to the Oireachtas which will pro-
vide a mechanism for the merging of the three existing Children Detention Schools into a single 
legal entity.  These governance reforms will complement the on-going work over recent years 
to develop integrated care policies and shared services across the Oberstown campus.  I wish 
to further advise that a care staff recruitment programme has been sanctioned by Government 
and will shortly be commenced in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service, with the 
aim of deploying the new staff in Oberstown for orientation and training on a staged basis from 
early 2014.  

 In order to ensure a safe and stable transition to the new children detention school campus 
during 2014, a comprehensive business planning process has recently commenced for the de-
livery of services for all children under 18 in Oberstown.  This will include appropriate input 
from the Irish Youth Justice Service which is based in my Department, the Irish Prison Service 
and other agencies including the Probation Service, the Courts Service, an Garda Síochána and 
the HSE Child and Family Support Services, which will shortly become the Child and Family 
Agency.  

In line with an agreement made at the Labour Relations Commission earlier this year, agree-
ment has been reached with staff representatives on the appointment of a third party arbitrator 
to oversee a joint staff/management review of the operation of the campus staffing roster in 



12 November 2013

389

Oberstown which was implemented in February 2013.  This review commenced last month and 
it is ongoing.  It is my intention that the review will be completed as soon as possible.

12/11/2013WRB02150Children’s Rights Referendum

12/11/2013WRB0220038. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the measures 
she is putting in place to underpin the result of the referendum on children’s rights, which result 
has been upheld in the High Court; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47841/13]

12/11/2013WRB02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The judgement 
in the High Court challenge to the result of the Children’s Referendum was delivered on 18th 
October.  The Petitioner was unsuccessful in her petition to the High Court challenging the 
Provisional Referendum Certificate issued on foot of the Children’s Referendum.  The Court 
dismissed the petition.  With the consent of the parties and to allow time for giving notice of 
an appeal, the Judge decided to grant a short stay on his endorsement of the Provisional Ref-
erendum Certificate (as required under section 57(3) of the Referendum Act 1994).  On 24th 
October, the Petitioner’s Counsel made an application to the Supreme Court for a priority ap-
peal hearing date.

The Court granted the application for a priority hearing of the appeal and the extension of 
the stay on the endorsement of the Referendum Certificate.  It is anticipated that the Supreme 
Court appeal will be heard early in 2014.  The Petitioner had also challenged, by way of plenary 
proceedings, the constitutionality of certain provisions of the Referendum Act 1994 and these 
proceedings remain before the High Court for determination.

12/11/2013WRB02350Inter-Country Adoptions

12/11/2013WRB0240039. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures taken to assist those prospective adopters who have been in the process of finalising 
arrangements to adopt a child from Russia and who had pre-2010 declarations but found them-
selves in the distressful situation of not being able to conclude the process due to a decision of 
the Russian authorities that came into effect on 3 July 2013; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [47824/13]

12/11/2013WRB02500388. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her efforts to 
resolve the difficulties facing families whose involvement in the adoption process began before 
the Hague Convention and whose processes are still ongoing. [47705/13]

12/11/2013WRB02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 39 and 388 together.

The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention on adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agreement in place.  Dur-
ing the drafting of the Act a considered and detailed transitional process to deal with the change 
from previous legislation to the new Act was put in place.  The transitional measure contained 
in Section 63 of the Adoption Act, 2010, allows those who held a valid  declaration of eligibil-
ity and suitability to adopt before the commencement of the Act to continue with an adoption, 
from a non-Hague, non-bilateral country for a maximum period of three years.  Such applicants 
were thus afforded an additional three year period to complete these particular adoptions from 
non-Hague countries, and must have completed the process by the 31st October 2013. 
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By their nature transitional provisions must be time limited, and it was considered by the 
Government at the time, and the Oireachtas, that three years was a reasonable period of time to 
finalise an adoption which was in process when the Adoption Act 2010 came into force.  The 
Hague Convention sets out important safeguards to be implemented by member countries so 
as to ensure that the rights of children and families are protected and there is prevention of il-
legal, irregular, premature or ill prepared inter country adoptions.  Ireland has ratified the Hague 
Convention and under the Adoption Act 2010 the Convention has force of law in Ireland.  The 
provisions of the Adoption Act 2010 sought to balance the desire for a reasonable period of 
transition with the overall commitment  to the mutual support amongst member countries for 
the operation of the standards and safeguards in inter country adoption outlined in the Conven-
tion.

One particular concern that has coincided with the expiry of the transitional provisions 
provided for in Section 63 of the Adoption Act 2010, is the position of a  small number of ap-
plicants who were at a late stage in adopting from Russia when  changes to Russian legislation 
were enacted which meant that they were unable to complete the adoption of identified children 
before 31 October, 2013.  I am conscious of the strain that these prospective adoptive parents 
have experienced due to recent events which could not have been foreseen.  Since this issue 
was brought to my attention, officials in my Department have been seeking a way to address 
the problems which resulted from the sudden change in Russian legislation.  Considerable ef-
forts have been made, including through diplomatic channels, to see if the problems which have 
arisen can be resolved.

It is my understanding that in order to adopt from Russia it is necessary to have a valid 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt on the date of the court hearing to finalise the 
adoption, and for a specified period thereafter before the Court order takes effect.  In order that 
these adoptions, which were stopped by this change in Russian law, could continue an amend-
ment to the Adoption Act, 2010, would be necessary to extend the validity of the declarations 
of eligibility and suitability. 

The advice of the Attorney General has been sought and my Department is currently ex-
amining legislative options that might assist, possibly through the retrospective extension of 
the declarations of eligibility and suitability concerned.  As the Adoption Act, 2010, is drafted 
on the basis of the incorporation of the Hague Convention, and the minimum set of standards 
outlined therein, the implications of amending the Act must be carefully examined before the 
Government is in a position to consider any proposed amendment of the legislation.  My De-
partment, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General, is examining if it is possible 
to address this situation within the parameters of Irish law and our obligations under the Hague 
Convention.  I have already met and spoken with some of those prospective adoptive parents 
affected by the  changes in Russian legislation and have undertaken to keep them informed of 
any developments.

Work is also ongoing in relation to a possible  bilateral agreement on inter country adop-
tion with Russia.  Following my invitation to the Russian Ministry of Education and Science 
in August, a delegation of Russian officials travelled to Ireland for discussions and the meeting 
of the 22nd October 2013 was very positive with detailed discussions  between the Russian 
officials and officials from my Department, the Adoption Authority of Ireland, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the HSE.  At the meeting significant progress was made and 
my Department has committed to reverting to the Russian side in the coming weeks with fur-
ther detailed proposals in an effort to address both Russian and Irish legal and administrative 
requirements to the greatest degree possible.
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12/11/2013WRB02650Aftercare Services

12/11/2013WRB0270040. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of persons in receipt of after-care services in the State as a whole and in the Dublin 
north east Health Service Executive region; and if there has been progress in realising legisla-
tive change on after-care provision.  [47702/13]

12/11/2013WRB02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 45 of 
the Child Care Act 1991 places a statutory duty on the HSE to form a view in relation to each 
person leaving care as to whether there is a “need for assistance” and if it forms such a view, 
to provide services in accordance with the legislation and subject to resources.  Aftercare is 
the support put in place to meet the needs of a young adult who is leaving statutory care at 18 
years of age, to assist him/her in making the transition to independent living.  The most im-
portant requirements for young people leaving care are for continuity of relationships, secure, 
suitable accommodation as well as further education, employment or training.  The provision 
of an appropriate aftercare service has been highlighted as a key element to achieving positive 
outcomes for young people leaving care.  It is essential that all young people leaving care are 
provided with the type of transitional support that their individual situation requires.  The HSE 
has advised me that at the end of September 2013, there were a total of 1,477 young adults in 
receipt of an aftercare service nationally, of whom 372 were receiving the service in the Dublin 
North East HSE region. 

I am delighted to inform the Deputy that last week I obtained cabinet approval to my De-
partment’s policy proposal to strengthen the legislative provisions regarding aftercare.  It is 
proposed to amend the Child Care Act, 1991 to provide for a statutory right to the preparation 
of an aftercare plan.  The proposed amendment will provide clarity around eligibility and the 
arrangements for preparing, reviewing and updating the aftercare plan and monitoring of young 
care leavers that do not participate in the process.  Work on developing the General Scheme for 
this legislative amendment will now commence in my Department.  I believe that the measures 
approved by Government will strengthen existing practice and improve the outcomes for young 
people, especially those who are more vulnerable.

Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 21.

12/11/2013WRB02950Migration Data

12/11/2013WRB0300042. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach the number of persons who have newly 
come into the jurisdiction; the number of persons who have emigrated; of the latter, the number 
who were foreign immigrants returning home or going elsewhere in respect of the past seven 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47719/13]

12/11/2013WRB03100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Annual 
information on migration (immigration and emigration) is published in the Population and Mi-
gration Estimates release which issues in August each year.  The following table provides the 
most recent estimates of the number of immigrants and emigrants, by nationality, for the period 
ending mid April for the years 2008 to 2013.  The figures for 2012 and 2013 are preliminary 
and are subject to revision.
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Estimated Migration classified by nationality 2008 - 2013

Immigrants 
(000)

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 2012** 2013**

Nationality - - - - - - -
Irish 30.7 23.8 23.0 17.9 19.6 20.6 15.7
Non-Irish 120.4 89.7 50.7 23.9 33.7 32.1 40.2
Total 151.1 113.5 73.7 41.8 53.3 52.7 55.9
Emigrants (000) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 20122 20132
Nationality - - - - - - -
Irish 12.9 13.1 19.2 28.9 42.0 46.5 50.9
Non-Irish 33.4 36.1 52.8 40.3 38.6 40.6 38.1
Total 46.3 49.2 72.0 69.2 80.6 87.1 89.0
Net Migration 
(000)

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 20122 20132

Nationality - - - - - - -
Irish 17.8 10.7 3.8 -11.0 -22.4 -25.9 -35.2
Non-Irish 87.0 53.6 -2.1 -16.4 -4.9 -8.5 2.1
Total 104.8 64.3 1.7 -27.4 -27.3 -34.4 -33.1
*Census of population for immigration only.

**Preliminary.

12/11/2013WRB03150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRB0320043. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form, 
for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department for non-
audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48116/13]

12/11/2013WRB03300The Taoiseach: The following table details the total amount paid by my Department to the 
aforementioned companies for non-audit services from 2003 to date.

Year Name Total expenditure
2008 Grant Thornton €75,119.82
2007 Grant Thornton €86,335.74
2003 KPMG (Bearing Point) €93,351.00

12/11/2013WRC00150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRC0020044. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if he will detail in tabular form, for 
each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to companies 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48137/13]

12/11/2013WRC00300The Taoiseach: The table below details the cumulative amount paid by my Department to 
the aforementioned companies from 2003 to date.
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Year Name Amount paid in Year
2004 McCann Fitzgerald €76,894.00
2010 McCann Fitzgerald €36,000.00
2012 Mason Hayes & Curran €298,555.00
2013 Arthur Cox €10,390.00
 - William Fry €169,208.00
 - Mason Hayes & Curran €99,917.00
Payments in 2012 and 2013 relate to the Moriarty Tribunal.

12/11/2013WRC00350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRC0040045. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form, for 
each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to senior 
counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48159/13]

12/11/2013WRC00500The Taoiseach: In 2003 payments totalling €10,406 were made to Mr. Michael O’Higgins 
S.C. in relation to his work for Judge Barron’s Commission of Inquiry into the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings.

The following payments were made to Senior Counsel as part of their engagement in the 
Moriarty Tribunal Legal Team.

Name Period Amount
John Coughlan 2003 - 2010 €6,395,566.00
Jeremiah Healy 2003 - 2011 €6,502,434.78
Jacqueline O’Brien 2003 - 2011 €5,191,180.00
No payments were made after 2011 in respect of the Moriarty Tribunal as the legal team was 

wound down following the publication of the Judge’s final report.

12/11/2013WRC00550International Agreements

12/11/2013WRC0060046. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Taoiseach if a cost-benefit analysis has been un-
dertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48327/13]

12/11/2013WRC00700The Taoiseach: The question of Ireland’s signature and ratification of the Antarctic Treaty 
and related agreements comprising the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) has been examined by 
the relevant Government Departments and Offices and by the Inter-Departmental Group on 
the Antarctic Treaty convened by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  This analysis 
indicated that there would be no significant costs or benefits imposed on the Department of the 
Taoiseach,  which has no function in the matter, so no formal cost benefit analysis was required 
or has been conducted by the Department.

12/11/2013WRC00750Tourism Data

12/11/2013WRC0080047. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Taoiseach the numbers of visitors here from emerg-
ing tourism markets, in particular, China, India, Brazil, Russia and south-east Asia. [47111/13]
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12/11/2013WRC00900The Taoiseach: The following table shows the number of overseas trips to Ireland from 
China, India, Brazil, Russia and South East Asia for the years 2009 to 2012.

Table - OverseasTrips to Ireland by area of residence 2009-2012

- Brazil Russian 
Federation

India Peoples 
Republic of 
China

South East 
Asia

2009 14,500 8,356 13,198 11,703 21,465
2010 17,787 8,215 13,219 10,472 24,335
2011 26,387 12,375 16,151 13,729 28,403
2012 26,162 11,286 18,659 15,386 25,166
Source: Overseas Travel  - Central Statistics Office

Over the period 2009 to 2012 the largest increases in the number of overseas trips by area 
of residence were from Brazil (+80%), India (+41%), Russia (+35%), China (+31%) and South 
East Asia (+17%).

The data in respect of South East Asia covers the following countries: Cambodia, Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, East Timor, Indo-
nesia, Philippines and Singapore.

Combined these countries/regions accounted for 96,659 overseas trips to Ireland in 2012, 
representing approximately 1.5% of the total number of overseas trips to Ireland in 2012 
(6,517,200 trips).

12/11/2013WRC00950Emigrant Support Services

12/11/2013WRC0100048. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
efforts to generate support in the American House of Representatives for the USA immigration 
reform Bill. [47708/13]

12/11/2013WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
is an issue to which I accord very high priority.  During my visit to the US in  September last, 
I spoke with several key contacts in the US Congress including Minority House Leader Nancy 
Pelosi and Chair of the Congressional Friends of Ireland, Pete King.  I also spoke with leading 
Republican members of the House Judiciary Committee, Congressmen Mark Amodei, Spencer 
Bachus and Doug Collins.

In addition, I met with representatives of Irish community groups as well as some com-
munity members who are undocumented.  I am acutely aware of the difficulties they face as a 
result of their undocumented status.  I am more determined than ever to continue to work to find 
a solution to their plight.

A resolution of the situation facing the undocumented Irish in the United States remains a 
priority for the Government.  The Government also attaches great importance to seeking pro-
vision for future flows of legal migration between Ireland and the United States through the 
extension of the “E-3” visa scheme to include Irish citizens.  In this context, we very much 
welcomed the US Senate’s approval of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immi-
gration Modernization Bill by a 68-32 margin on 27 June last.    

The comprehensive draft legislation, which was drafted over several months by a bi-parti-
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san group of eight US Senators, provides for extensive reform of the US immigration system. 
It includes provisions that would legalise the status of undocumented Irish people and provide 
a path to permanent residency.  It also provides for future flows of legal migration between Ire-
land and the US via the proposed E-3 visa.   

The focus has since shifted to the House of Representatives for its consideration of the 
issues and a key factor here remains convincing the Republican House Majority of the impor-
tance of making progress.

It remains to be seen whether a consolidated Bill can be agreed between the Senate and the 
House of Representatives.  It is generally accepted that securing overall agreement will remain 
a complex and challenging process, particularly at a time when Congress has been preoccupied 
by budgetary and debt issues.  This was clear from my discussions in September and I believe 
the challenge to secure agreement has become even greater in recent times.   

I am determined to continue to deploy all necessary resources at political, diplomatic and 
Irish community level to make progress on this vital issue.  In support of this ongoing effort, a 
delegation of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade visited Washington 
DC last month for a programme arranged by our Embassy during which they met with key 
members of Congress and with Irish-American community representatives.    

In addition to my contacts in New York in September, I visited Washington DC on 11-12 
July and held a series of meetings on Capitol Hill, including with key members of the House 
of Representatives and Senate.  These included Republican Congressman Paul Ryan, Chair of 
House Budgetary Committee and former Vice-Presidential nominee, and Republican Congress-
man Bob Goodlatte, Chair of the House Judiciary Committee.

I also had meetings with the offices of House Speaker John Boehner and of House Majority 
Whip Kevin McCarthy.  In addition, I met key figures in the US Administration and with Irish-
American community representatives.    

I reiterated throughout all these contacts the Government’s interest in all aspects of im-
migration reform and in particular our interest in seeing an overall agreement reached which 
provides relief for currently undocumented Irish migrants and a facility for future flows of legal 
migration between Ireland and the US.  

The Embassy in Washington continues our intensive follow-up work with all of our contacts 
on Capitol Hill and particularly with the Republican House leadership.  It also continues to co-
ordinate our lobbying efforts with our Irish-American community representatives.

I  wish to acknowledge the critically important role being played by these community or-
ganisations, including the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Chicago Celts for Immigration 
Reform and the Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform.

12/11/2013WRC01150Northern Ireland Issues

12/11/2013WRC0120049. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on his engagements with Dr. Richard Haass.  [47709/13]

12/11/2013WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I met 
with Dr Richard Haass on 31 October in Iveagh House. We had met previously in New York 
on 25 September and have agreed to keep closely in touch.  During our meetings, we discussed 
each of the issues that he has been asked to address by the Northern Ireland Executive including 



Questions - Written Answers

396

parades, flags and emblems and the past. Dr Haass has committed to concluding his work by 
December and, to that end, he has embarked on an ambitious programme of work.  I am very 
supportive of the process of consultation with wider society undertaken by Dr Haass and his 
team.  I believe that this is an essential component to a successful process.

I welcome Dr Haass’s decision to meet, whilst in Dublin, with an all-party delegation from 
the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the implementation of the Good Friday Agreement, mem-
bers of the “15 Years on Group” who formed the steering Committee for the Reconciliation 
Networking Forum held in Dublin Castle on 30 October and representatives of the Ulster Coun-
cil of the GAA. 

The Government believes that the process presents an opportunity to reaffirm the commit-
ments made throughout the hard-won peace process and to making further progress towards 
advancing reconciliation and the creation of a truly reconciled and prosperous society in North-
ern Ireland.  

During our meetings to date, I have assured Dr Haass that he and his team have the full 
support of the Government in the pursuit of their work and that we are ready to assist them in 
any way we can.   Dr Haass and I have agreed to remain in close contact and meet again in the 
coming weeks.

12/11/2013WRC01350International Relations

12/11/2013WRC0140050. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has intervened with the Egyptian Government to demand the release of four Irish citi-
zens who are being held in an Egyptian prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47710/13]

12/11/2013WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Embassy of Ireland in Cairo has provided consular assistance 
to the four citizens in question since their initial detention in Egypt on 17 August 2013.  The 
Egyptian authorities are still reviewing this case. A decision to extend their period of detention 
for a further fifteen days was taken initially on 1 September and again on 14 September to allow 
more time for investigations to be completed. On 29 September, their detention was extended 
for a further 45 days. I understand that they are due in court today for a review of the detention 
orders.

I raised their situation with the Egyptian Foreign Minister yesterday, 11 November, during a 
telephone conversation. I expressed my concern at the length of their detention, the uncertainty 
surrounding the specific charges against the siblings and the length of time that it was taking for 
a decision to be made as to whether they would be tried or released. I also expressed our sincere 
hope and expectation that the situation will be brought to a satisfactory conclusion in the near 
future. It would be inappropriate, however, for the Government to demand their release as this 
would constitute interference in the judicial process of another country.  

The Embassy is in regular contact with the appropriate Egyptian authorities. Ambassador 
Moylan called on the Assistant Minister for Consular Affairs at the Foreign Ministry on 22 Sep-
tember to discuss the case and on 10 October she met with officials from the Ministry of Justice. 
On 22 October she met with the Office of the Prosecutor General in Cairo.  

Since their detention the Embassy has been allowed consular access to the siblings on a 
number of occasions. The first consular visit took place on 20 August. Further consular visits 
were made to one sibling on 24 August, 8 September, 15 September, 10 October, 24 October, 
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30 October and 10 November and to the three sisters on the 25 August, 5 September, 18 Sep-
tember, 13 October, 24 October, 30 October and 10 November.

Consular officials in Dublin met with family representatives, on 17 August, 19 September 
and 24 October 2013 and continually update them on all developments in the case.  However, 
the family has been made aware of the limitations faced by the Embassy in such cases and that 
we are prohibited from becoming involved in legal matters which is a matter for their legal 
representation.   

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade continues to advise Irish citizens to avoid 
non-essential travel to Egypt at this time. If, against our advice, Irish citizens decide to travel to 
Egypt they should register their travel and contact details with the Department via their website.

12/11/2013WRC01550Election Monitoring Missions

12/11/2013WRC0160051. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 130 of 8 October, if he will publish a new roster in 2014; 
if the current roster will be amended in any way before a new roster is brought in; if any addi-
tions can be made to the existing roster; and if not what those persons interested in participating 
in observation missions should do in the interim. [47783/13]

12/11/2013WRC01700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): International election monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion of de-
mocracy and human rights.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains and ad-
ministers a roster of observers for such missions.  The aim is to ensure that, when requested, 
Ireland is represented at an appropriate level in international observation missions for both 
elections and constitutional referendums.   

The Department carried out a comprehensive review of the election observation roster ear-
lier this year.  Following a public call for applications, and an appraisal process against pub-
lished criteria, 200 individuals with a strong mix of skills and experience were selected to serve 
on a new roster.  This new roster came into effect on 15 May 2013 for a period of five years.  A 
reserve panel was established from which applicants will be drawn should any roster members 
leave the roster during the five year period.    

The Department nominates roster members to participate in missions organised mainly 
by the European Union and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe.  These 
nominations are made following invitation by the organisations concerned.  A number of inter-
national organisations, including the Carter Centre, the National Democratic Institute and the 
International Foundation for Electoral Systems, also recruit directly for participation in election 
monitoring.  It is open to persons interested in participating in such missions, who are not on the 
Department’s roster, to apply directly to these organizations if they are interested in participat-
ing in their missions.

12/11/2013WRC01750Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRC0180052. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount 
in euro paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48112/13]
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12/11/2013WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department is responsible for two Votes: Vote 28 - Foreign Affairs and Trade; and Vote 27 - In-
ternational Cooperation.  Payments from both Votes to the firms listed in the Deputy’s question 
are set out below.

Summary of Payments in €000’s

- - - Firm
Year PwC (Ireland) KPMG (Ireland) Deloitte (Ireland)
2003 - - 16
2004 - - 13
2008 1 71 -

It should be noted that the Department’s Financial Management System for Vote 28 was 
introduced with effect from 2005 and that data prior to 2005 is not readily available electroni-
cally.  Accordingly, it was not possible in the time available to perform a complete and defini-
tive check of payments under Vote 28 prior to 2005.   

On a related point, since 2007, under Vote 27, Ireland has contributed to a multi donor 
funded mechanism supporting the civil society sector in Uganda.  Deloitte Uganda acts as the 
financial management agency to the fund. Ireland’s cumulative contribution to the fund since 
2007 was €30.98 million.

12/11/2013WRC01950Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRC0200053. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will detail in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in 
euro paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48131/13]

12/11/2013WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department generally seeks advice on domestic legal matters from the Office of the Attorney 
General and/or the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. Depending on the subject-matter, litigation is 
dealt with on my Department’s behalf by the Attorney General’s Office, the Chief State Solici-
tor’s Office or the State Claims Agency which engage lawyers to act for the Department where 
necessary.   

However, there are occasions when external legal services must be engaged for particular  
requirements and I have set out in the table below the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
my Department since 2005 to companies on the list provided. Complete financial data prior to 
2005 is not available electronically from the Department’s financial management system, and 
search and retrieval of archived paper files was not possible in the time available.  

Company 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total
Matheson 0 0 1,230 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,230
Mason 
Hayes & 
Curran

135,134 130,294  1,356 0 0 0 0 0 0 266,784

12/11/2013WRC02150Departmental Expenditure
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12/11/2013WRC0220054. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount 
in euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48155/13]

12/11/2013WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department generally seeks advice on domestic legal matters from the Office of the Attorney 
General and/or the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. Depending on the subject-matter, litigation is 
dealt with on my Department’s behalf by the Attorney General’s Office, the Chief State Solici-
tor’s Office or the State Claims Agency which engage lawyers to act for the Department where 
necessary, including for personal injuries claims and other matters. The costs of any external 
solicitors or counsel engaged for such matters are not charged to my Department’s Votes.  

12/11/2013WRC02350Overseas Development Aid Issues

12/11/2013WRC0240055. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the projects that have developed or the differences that have occurred in Ireland’s programme 
countries as a result of direct foreign aid by Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48246/13]

12/11/2013WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Through the Government’s development cooperation programme, Ireland is committed to 
providing long term strategic assistance to nine key partner countries. Working in partnership 
with other donors and with Governments in our partner countries, Ireland has made a significant 
contribution to development and the fight against poverty. In the past decade there have been 
important improvements in human development in each of our partner countries, as measured 
by the UN Human Development Index.   

The media can be a powerful force for positive change and democratic transformation in 
our partner countries.  It plays an important role in advancing a pro-poor development agenda, 
enhancing domestic accountability and tracking the effectiveness of international development 
cooperation.

Ireland provides support to media organisations in a number of our partner countries. In 
Tanzania, for example, support is provided to the Tanzania Media Fund (TMF) which provides 
grants to media professionals and institutions in order to improve journalism standards, includ-
ing investigative journalism.  From 2008 to 2012, TMF provided assistance to more than 400 
media organisations and journalists and reported important quality improvements and account-
ability impacts from its interventions.

 In Zambia, support is provided to the Media Institute of Southern Africa to support commu-
nity radio stations, a source of over 80% of Zambians’ current affairs information and an impor-
tant tool for enhancing domestic accountability. Through this work, media freedom is promoted 
and citizens, even those in the remotest parts of the country, have access to information.

The Government’s new policy for international development, One World, One Future,  
launched earlier this year, recognises the powerful role a diverse, pluralistic and professional 
media environment can have in providing access to information and debate, and in ensuring 
the enjoyment of the right to freedom of expression as recognised in international human rights 
law.  The policy highlights the important contribution media can make in holding Governments 
to account and includes a commitment to support initiatives that can strengthen their role in key 
partner countries.
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12/11/2013WRC02550International Agreements

12/11/2013WRC0260056. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland 
signing the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48321/13]

12/11/2013WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
question of Ireland’s signature and ratification of the Antarctic Treaty and related agreements 
comprising the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) has been examined in some detail by the Gov-
ernment Departments and Offices concerned. The Antarctic Treaty System comprises the 
Antarctic Treaty, the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(“CCAMLR”), the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals 1972 (“CCAS”) and the 
Madrid Protocol on Environmental Protection 1991 (“the Protocol”).

Preparation for signature and ratification by Ireland would impose substantial administra-
tive burdens on several Government Departments. In the case of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade this would include the co-ordination of the national approach to accession 
negotiations via the Inter-Departmental Group on the Antarctic Treaty, the preparation and sub-
mission of the relevant Memorandum to Government and other legal instruments necessary 
for ratification.  Subsequent to ratification, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade would 
have responsibility for coordinating the servicing of any meetings of States Parties or related 
events and conferences.    

Though no formal cost benefit analysis has been undertaken on the impact of adherence to 
the Antarctic Treaty, the associated administrative burden would be substantial with the pro-
cess not providing any significant practical benefit. While the objectives and achievements of 
the ATS are of considerable importance and the commitment of the signatories is to be com-
mended, Government Departments, including my own, have to concentrate their diminishing 
resources on their core business and areas of priority national interest and concern and are not 
in a position to assume the administrative burden associated with the ATS signature and ratifica-
tion process and ensuing treaty obligations at the present time.

12/11/2013WRC02750Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

12/11/2013WRC0280057. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline details of 
the 25 new measures that will be introduced to support entrepreneurs to create jobs and support 
small and medium enterprises as announced in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [47749/13]

12/11/2013WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would inform the Deputy that details 
of the 25 measures for jobs and growth that I announced in Budget 2014 are set out in Annex C 
of the Budget book.  Full details of the budget are also available on my Department’s website  
(www.budget.gov.ie).  I have set out a copy of Annex C for the Deputy’s convenience.

ANNEX C

€500m TAX PACKAGE BUILDING BUSINESS AND CREATING JOBS

25 MEASURES FOR JOBS AND GROWTH 

Jobs and Growth remain the top priority.  New businesses tend to be the greatest contribu-
tors to job creation.  For new business success it is necessary to incentivise entrepreneurship, 
innovation and investment.  Existing small businesses also require support to grow and create 
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jobs.  Access to credit and finance for SMEs is vital for economic growth and is central to Ire-
land’s continuing recovery. 

Entrepreneurship is a powerful driver of economic growth and job creation. It creates new 
companies and jobs, opens up new markets, and nurtures new skills and capabilities. 

Innovation accounts for about two thirds of the sources of economic growth and innovative 
firms tend to be the greatest contributors to job creation.  Investment is essential for the survival 
and growth of Small and Medium Enterprises.  Credit and Finance - ensuring enterprises and in 
particular SMEs have access to an appropriate flow of finance from a diverse range of sources 
- is a major policy issue.  Opportunity - small and new business needs the opportunity to grow 
and flourish.  To that end it is important to create a level playing field for legitimate business by 
tackling unfair competition from the shadow economy.  

A package of 25 measures has been developed which focuses on the business drivers out-
lined above in order to realise the maximum benefit from the minimum cost. 

The 25 measures with their intended targets are outlined below:

  Promoting Entrepreneurship

1.   Capital Gains Tax Relief for re-investment of previous asset disposals in productive 
assets

The measure applies where an individual makes an investment in assets for use in a new 
productive trading activity in the period 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2018 and subsequently 
disposes of this investment no earlier than three years after the date of investment. The CGT 
payable on the disposal of this new investment will be reduced by the lower of the CGT paid by 
the individual on a previous disposal in the period from 1 January 2010 and 50% of the CGT 
due on the disposal of the new investment.

Target:    To encourage individuals to re-invest the proceeds of a previous asset disposal 
into new productive trading or a new company and therefore to encourage new business and to 
keep capital focussed on business and the creation and maintenance of employment.  

2.   Start Your Own Business (SYOB)

This measure is being introduced to encourage individuals who are long-term unemployed 
to start their own unincorporated business.  A two year exemption from income tax up to a 
maximum of €40,000 per annum is being provided for individuals who have been unemployed 
for at least 15 months prior to starting their own business.  

Target: To encourage individuals to move from unemployment to self-employment.   

  Stimulating Investment

3.   Enhancement of Employment and Investment Incentive 

The initial 30% relief available for investments under the Employment and Investment In-
centive is being removed from the high earners restriction for a period of 3 years. This restric-
tion limits the amount of tax reliefs that can be claimed by high income individuals.  The EII 
provides that a maximum of €150,000 can be invested by an individual per annum. Therefore, 
by lifting the restriction on the initial 30% relief, these investors should be encouraged to invest 
more funds in the EII and improve the availability of funds to SMEs.
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Target:   To increase investment in Irish SMEs that are focused on job creation and expan-
sion.

4.   Enterprise Securities Market – Transfers exempt from Stamp Duty 

This proposal involves removal of the Stamp Duty charge (currently 1%) on shares listed 
on the Enterprise Securities Market (ESM) of the Irish Stock Exchange (ISE).  The ESM is the 
ISE’s market for growth companies.  It has been specifically designed to meet the funding needs 
of companies at earlier stages in their development.

Target:  It is intended to encourage more investors to back SMEs, thereby increasing the 
supply of equity available to them for growth and job creation.  It may also encourage entrepre-
neurs and growing businesses to use the ESM to aid growth and job creation.

5.   Inclusion of Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) in the Immigrant Investor Pro-
gramme

Following the successful launch of the REIT product in Ireland it has been agreed with the 
Department of Justice to propose the inclusion of REITs as an investment option in the Immi-
grant Investor Programme. 

Target:   To encourage investment in REITs.

  Financing Growth

6.   Trade Finance

The Trade Finance Initiative would involve a tailored measure to support the growth of the 
export sector in Ireland thereby increasing investment, economic activity and employment. 
Discussions are taking place with the EIB to consider the feasibility of support being granted 
by the bank to underpin additional trade by Irish companies.

Target:   To assist Irish exporters and businesses to increase exports and grow.

7.   Credit Review Office – Increase Threshold

Increase in the threshold for applications that can be reviewed by the Credit Review Office 
from €500,000 to €3m. The increase in the number of reviewers sanctioned in Budget 2013 will 
ensure that the increased workload arising from this measure will be handled in a timely and 
comprehensive manner.  

Target:   To meet new lending demands from borrowers currently banked with non-trading 
banks and banks which are strategically exiting the Irish SME lending market.

8.   SME Communications Strategy

Communication strategy to increase awareness of State supports amongst SMEs. This strat-
egy will also ensure that there is a greater awareness amongst businesses of the soon to be re-
launched credit guarantee scheme.

Target: To inform   SMEs who are eligible for State supports but may not be aware of it or 
how to go about obtaining it.

9.   Building Business Capacity

A programme, consisting of 2 days dedicated off site training together with expert mentor-
ing support, to enhance SMEs business and financial capacity in relation to understanding and 
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utilising a broader range of financial products, as well as equipping them with the necessary 
tools to make a strong business case when applying for credit. The programme will be launched 
on a pilot basis with 1,000 SMEs taking part next year.

Target:   To assist micro and small business to grow.

  Encouraging Innovation

10.   Research and Development Tax Credit - Outsourcing

The limits on the amount of expenditure on R&D outsourced to third parties which can 
qualify for the R&D Tax Credit is being increased from 10% to 15%.

Target:   This should help to assist small companies in performing R&D, as they are more 
likely to need to outsource because they may have insufficient resources in-house for certain 
functions.  It should also support the outsourcing of discrete R&D tasks to smaller businesses.

11.   Research and Development Tax Credit – Base Year

It is intended ultimately that the base year will be phased out entirely over time and as re-
sources allow.  In the interim, the amount of expenditure eligible for the R&D Tax Credit on a 
full volume basis (without reference to the 2003 base year) is being increased from €200,000 
to €300,000.  

Target:   This measure will reduce the impact of the base year on companies who had 
significant R&D expenditure in 2003 and it will assist smaller companies to access the credit 
without reference to the base year.  The phasing out of the base year, when complete, should 
improve the overall international competitiveness of the regime. 

12.   Research and Development Tax Credit – Key Employee

The key employee provision is in place in order to assist companies to attract key talent, by 
allowing the company to transfer the tax-free benefit of the R&D tax credit to employees who 
meet certain conditions.  Some minor changes will be made to this element of the tax credit to 
remove some barriers to take-up that were identified in the review of the R&D Tax Credit which 
took place this year.

Target: This measure is to help R&D performing companies to attract key talent.   

  Cash Flow

13.   VAT – Increase cash basis to €2m

The annual VAT cash receipts basis threshold for small to medium businesses is being in-
creased from €1.25m to €2m with effect from 1 May 2014

Target:   To assist small to medium businesses in the critical area of cash-flow and to reduce 
administration.

  Protecting Compliant Business by Tackling the Shadow Economy

14.   VAT Anti-Fraud Measures 

(i) Disallowance of input VAT – Business which have not paid for supplies (in full or part) 
within a six month period will be required to repay the VAT claimed on those supplies. (ii)  
Quick reaction mechanism – Allows Revenue to apply an emergency and temporary reverse-
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charge measure to certain goods or services to address sudden and massive VAT fraud. (iii) Re-
quirement to keep specific records   – Provision is being made to allow Revenue issue a notice 
requiring businesses to procure specific information in circumstances where Revenue has rea-
sonable grounds for believing that the records specified might assist in identifying VAT fraud.

Target:   To protect compliant business from unfair competition by tackling the shadow 
economy.  To assist small business in the area of cash flow by encouraging prompt payments.    

15.   Excise and Energy Tax Anti-Fraud Measures 

Tobacco 

This gives Revenue the power to search baggage and other receptacles for illicit tobacco prod-
ucts.  Revenue can require a person suspected of illegal selling of tobacco products to stop, 
and to permit and facilitate a search of any baggage or other thing the person has with them, 
and which is reasonably believed to contain tobacco products concerned in the offence.

  Alcohol 
  Alcohol products that are held on unlicensed premises may be made liable to forfeiture under 

excise law and to seizure by Revenue.
  Mineral Oil Tax Law 
   (i) Supplier liability to mineral oil tax in the case of a supplier who knowingly supplies 

Marked Gas Oil to persons who have no legitimate use for it. (ii) Revocation and renewal of 
mineral oil traders’ licences in the case of suppliers who knowingly supply Marked Gas Oil 
to persons who have no legitimate use for it.

Target:   To protect compliant business from unfair competition by tackling the shadow 
economy.  

16.   The Appeal System for  Tax Matters

Reform the role, functions and structure of the Office of the Appeal Commissioners, who 
hear appeals against assessments, decisions and determinations of the Revenue Commissioners 
on a variety of taxes, and of the tax appeals system.

Target:   To ensure an enhanced and cost effective appeal mechanism for tax cases, provid-
ing transparency and increased certainty for the taxpayers.

  Tourism and Hospitality Sector

17.   VAT – Retention of 9% VAT rate

The reduced rate of 9% VAT for tourism related services and goods has been a boost to the 
tourism sector but is due to expire at the end of this year.  The 9% VAT rate is being retained.

Target:   To support and encourage growth in small businesses in the tourism sector.

18.   Reduction of Air Travel Tax to 0%

The rate of the Air Travel Tax will be reduced to 0% from 1 April 2014.  The Air Travel Tax 
was introduced in March 2011 and since then a general rate of €3 has applied. 

Target:   To encourage the development of new routes leading to increased capacity and 
traffic flows.  This increase in routes and therefore in passengers should lead to the creation of 
additional jobs.

  Construction and Building Sector
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19.   Extension of  the Living City Initiative

The Initiative is being extended to include residential properties constructed up to and in-
cluding 1914 and certain areas of the cities of Cork, Galway, Kilkenny and Dublin.

Target:   To have a beneficial effect on the construction sector by stimulating the regenera-
tion of retail and commercial districts and encouraging families to move back into the centre of 
Irish cities to live in historic buildings.  

20.   Home Renovation Incentive

Tax relief of 13.5% will be available for qualifying expenditure on home renovation and 
improvement work. The relief will be granted by way of a tax credit split over two years follow-
ing the year in which the works are carried out.  The minimum expenditure must be €5,000 and 
relief will be provided up to a maximum of €30,000.  The relief will be linked to the Principal 
Private Residence of an individual and the contractor must be tax compliant.

Target:   To give a boost to tax compliant businesses in the construction sector.

21.   Extension of CGT Relief for Property

Budget and Finance Act 2012 introduced a CGT incentive for property purchased in the 
period up to 7 December 2013.  This purchase period is now being extended to 31 December 
2014.  Properties purchased in this extended period and which are held for a minimum of 7 
years will not attract CGT on any gains if disposed of at that point.  Proportionate relief will 
apply where disposals are made after 7 years.

Target:   To encourage activity in the property sector.

  Farming/Agriculture and Food Sector

22.   VAT – Increase in Farmers flat rate addition from 4.8% to 5%

The farmers flat-rate addition is being increased from 4.8% to 5% with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2014.  The flat-rate scheme compensates unregistered farmers for VAT incurred on their 
farming inputs and is reviewed annually in accordance with the EU VAT Directive.  

Target:   To assist the farming sector. The increase to 5% in 2014 continues to achieve full 
compensation for farmers.

23.   Capital Gains Tax Retirement Relief

CGT retirement relief is being further extended to disposals of leased farmland in circum-
stances where, among other conditions, the land is leased over the long-term (a minimum lease 
of 5 years) and the subsequent disposal of the farmland is to a person other than a child of the 
individual disposing of the land.

Target:    The purpose of the measure is to encourage older farmers who have no children 
to transfer their farm to, lease out their farmland over the long term to younger farmers.

24.   Review of Farmers Taxation

The Departments of Finance and the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and the Marine 
will conduct an independent review of farmer taxation in 2014 to ensure that tax reliefs are fo-
cused on those areas where they are needed most and also to ensure tax payer value for money

Target:   To target farming tax reliefs at the areas where they will have the most benefit. 
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  Film Industry

25.   Improve the new Film Relief to include non-EU talent

The definition of ‘eligible individual’ is being extended to include non-EU talent, in con-
junction with the introduction of a withholding tax. 

Target:  To attract major film productions and high-end television shows to these shores by 
improving Ireland’s attractiveness to international movie stars.  These types of productions are 
job rich and can often give a knock-on boost to the tourism sector.

12/11/2013WRC02950Tobacco Smuggling

12/11/2013WRC0300058. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible to allocate ad-
ditional resources to deal with the growing problem of the importation and sale of illegal ciga-
rettes here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47914/13]

12/11/2013WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who are responsible for the collection of tobacco products tax and for tacking the illicit 
trade in tobacco products, that they attach a high priority to dealing with this criminal activity. 
Their “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013), which is published on 
the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie), includes a range of measures designed to complement 
each other in targeting the supply and demand sides of the market for illicit tobacco products.    
This multi-faceted strategy includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, 
developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis, ongoing review 
of operational policies, development of analytics and detection technologies, and optimum de-
ployment of resources at points of importation and inland to intercept and seize contraband 
products and to prosecute those involved.

Interception of illicit tobacco products at importation is achieved through a combination of 
risk analysis, profiling, intelligence and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and postal 
packages. Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the post-importation level by carrying 
out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and private and 
commercial premises.

In carrying out this important work Revenue works in close cooperation with other relevant 
agencies, both nationally and internationally. There is extensive cooperation in this jurisdiction 
between Revenue and An Garda Síochána, and the agencies in the State and in Northern Ireland 
work closely together, through a cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to combat the 
organised crime groups that are responsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market. 
In addition, cooperation takes place with other Revenue administrations and with the European 
Anti-Fraud Office, OLAF, in the ongoing efforts to tackle the illicit trade in tobacco products 
at international level.

Considerable success is being achieved in combating the illegal tobacco trade. In 2012, a 
total of 95.6 million cigarettes and over 5 tonnes of tobacco were seized and there were 132 
convictions for smuggling or sale of illicit tobacco product.

Research, undertaken by IPSOS MRBI for the Revenue Commissioners and the National 
Tobacco Control Office of the Health Services Executive, indicates that the incidence of illicit 
packs of cigarettes in the State in 2011 represented 15%. A similar survey for 2012 indicated 
an incidence of 13%. While these data would suggest that the problem is being contained, the 
Revenue Commissioners recognise the ongoing need for vigorous action against the importa-
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tion and sale of illicit tobacco products, and are committed to ensuring that the work continues 
to receive the high priority that has been accorded to it to date.

Revenue is conscious that those involved in the illegal trade in tobacco are constantly striv-
ing to avoid detection by seeking out new ways of smuggling the illicit product and putting it on 
the market, and that its own response needs to be agile and adaptive in combating this criminal 
activity to take account of this. 

With regard to staff numbers I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they are 
a fully integrated tax and customs administration. Revenue currently has approximately 2,000 
staff engaged on activities that are dedicated to target and confront non-compliance. These 
front-line activities include anti-smuggling and anti-evasion, investigation and prosecution, au-
dit, assurance checks, anti-avoidance, returns compliance and debt collection. Enforcement 
strength at particular locations is regularly augmented with additional personnel on a risk-as-
sessment basis, or when particular operations are taking place.      

The Revenue Commissioners are subject to the Employment Control Framework staffing 
reductions imposed since 2009.  Revenue’s overall staffing levels have reduced from a total of 
6,581(FTE) at the end of 2008 to its current level of 5,740 (FTE).  Notwithstanding this reduc-
tion, Revenue staff resources assigned to compliance activities have been maintained at around 
2,000. The Revenue Commissioners are committed to ensuring that, despite the staff reduc-
tions, enforcement work against the illicit tobacco trade will continue to be resourced to the 
maximum extent possible taking account of emerging business priorities.

12/11/2013WRC03150Retail Sector Issues

12/11/2013WRC0320059. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance if he would consider a 0.25% 
levy on supermarkets and other retailers on the outskirts of cities and towns turning over €8 mil-
lion to reinvigorate struggling town centres that have suffered the worst effects of the recession; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48172/13]

12/11/2013WRC03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to a levy on supermarket profits.   In terms of tax policy generally, Ireland’s corporate tax rate 
of 12.5% on trading income is akin to a brand and is an important part of the Government’s 
strategy of creating an enterprise friendly environment to attract jobs and investment to Ireland.  
One of the main features of the rate is its simplicity and the fact that it applies to a broad base. 

The Deputy’s suggested approach would involve significant complexity and could under-
mine the attractiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax offering.

Further, there could also potentially be State Aid issues if we were to target tax payers in the 
manner suggested.

12/11/2013WRC03350Single Euro Payments Area

12/11/2013WRC0340060. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance the assistance available to small-to-
medium sized companies in preparing for the single European payments area which will impact 
greatly on a company’s ability to compete successfully in the European marketplace; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48310/13]

12/11/2013WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The aim of the Single Euro Payments 
Area (SEPA) project is to create a single market for euro-denominated retail payments. SEPA 
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is an EU initiative that will change the way that these payments are processed across Europe. 
SEPA will allow payment systems users to make euro-denominated retail electronic payments 
to payees located in any of the participating countries, using a single payment account and a 
single set of payment instruments   SEPA comes into full effect on 1 February 2014 and busi-
nesses will need to ensure that payroll, direct debit and accounting systems are SEPA-ready.

The implementation of SEPA within Ireland is overseen by the National Payments Plan 
(NPP) Steering Committee, which was established in 2012 to modernise the way payments 
are made in Ireland. In this regard, an NPP-SEPA sub-group has been formed, consisting of 
representatives of consumers, businesses, Government and banks. This sub group provides an 
avenue for the discussion of any issues that arise in the process of migrating to SEPA.

I understand from the Central Bank that there is considerable assistance available to the 
SME sector in the context of migrating their payment business to SEPA. 

A national information campaign using radio, internet and national newspapers has been run 
in the current year, in parallel with similar campaigns run by some of the banks providing retail 
payment services in Ireland.  

The ‘www.readyforsepa.ie’ website has also been set up to provide SEPA-related informa-
tion to corporates of all sizes as well as to individual consumers. All of the banks providing 
retail payment services in Ireland have comprehensive SEPA information on their websites, as 
does the Irish Payment Services Organisation, the representative body for the payments indus-
try in Ireland.

A series of presentations on SEPA has also been made over the course of this year to the 
SME sector, in conjunction with representative bodies such as ISME, Chambers Ireland, IBEC, 
etc.

All SMEs have at this stage been contacted by their banks about SEPA migration, and the 
banks all have dedicated SEPA migration teams in place to help their customers move to the 
new payment standards introduced by SEPA. Providers of payments software packages to the 
SME sector are also available to assist in the SEPA migration process.

It is also noteworthy that not all SMEs will be affected by SEPA - only those who submit 
bulk payment files to their banks for processing, of which there are about  30,000.

12/11/2013WRD00150Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRD0020061. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to concerns of taxpayers regarding having to pay the property tax for once-off payments 
so far in advance of when the tax is actually due; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47652/13]

12/11/2013WRD0030068. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the deadline 
from 1 January 2014 for persons who wish to pay their local property tax in full by cash as the 
date for payment is 1 January 2014; if he will extend this deadline to 1 March 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [47739/13]

12/11/2013WRD0040071. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the reason those paying the 
property tax for 2014 using a credit or debit card cannot pay the tax in the year in which it is 
due; and if he will consider extending the deadline for such payments to the end of January 
2014 or later. [47786/13]
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12/11/2013WRD0050081. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene and give 
householders a reasonable time in which to pay the property tax for 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [47874/13]

12/11/2013WRD00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 61, 68, 
71 and 81 together.

Similar questions concerning payment of the 2014 LPT liability have been raised by a 
number of Deputies previously and I provided a detailed reply on 5 November to Questions 
Nos. 143 [47110/13], 202 [46491/13], 214 [46815/13], 215 [46879/13], 216 [46881/13], 229 
[46999/13], 232 [47059/13], 239 [47101/13], and 252 (47136/13) which addresses many of the 
issues raised by Deputies in these Questions.  

There is no requirement on any property owner to pay their 2014 LPT before 1 January 
2014.  Furthermore, the Revenue Commissioners have made payment options available which 
provide property owners with options to pay in phased payments during 2014 or in one single 
debit from their current account as late as 21 March 2014.  Property owners are fully entitled 
to change their chosen payment method for 2014, and also entitled to apply for a deferral of 
the tax if they consider that they are entitled by reference to their financial circumstances, by 
completing the LPT return on paper or online.

I am satisfied that the range of payment options are such that no property owner has to pay 
their LPT liability for 2014 before the end of this year unless they choose to do so and I note 
that the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners informed the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform that large numbers of property owners have been 
successfully filing returns and selecting a payment option for 2014.  The Committee was also 
informed that, due to the volume of queries regarding Local Property Tax (LPT) payment meth-
ods from people who filed their 2013 return on paper, the Commissioners have extended the 
2014 paper LPT filing deadline from 7 to 14 November 2013.

12/11/2013WRD00650Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRD0070062. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the action being taken to re-
duce call waiting times in the local property tax section of the Revenue Commissioners (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47653/13]

12/11/2013WRD00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the intro-
duction of Local Property Tax (LPT), which was the largest extension of the self-assessment 
system in its history, represents a very great administrative challenge.  For example, Revenue 
has answered in excess of 580,000 telephone calls and replied to in excess of 200,000 letters 
or emails since March 2013.  Revenue has further advised that because LPT is a new tax it is 
difficult to anticipate service volumes, and as a consequence the number of agents required.   

Revenue has acknowledged that exceptional delays in accessing the helpline, which is the 
primary contact point for LPT queries, were experienced by some callers in the days immedi-
ately following the issue of the 2014 notifications.  Access was also hampered on an intermit-
tent basis on those days by technical issues in the service provider’s telephony system, which 
have since been resolved. 

In response to the demand for service, Revenue ensured that extra resources were deployed 
to the helpline within two days of the peak period occurring and also deployed extra resources 
to its own internal support service to cater for the more complex queries.  It has put contingency 
plans in place to further rapidly increase the number of agents on the helpline should it be nec-



Questions - Written Answers

410

essary to do so.  In total there are now 200 agents fully deployed to LPT telephone call handling.  
In addition to the extra staff deployment, callers can now leave their telephone contact details 
on the system in preference to waiting for service and will receive an out of hours ‘call back’ 
from the LPT team.  Revenue has extended the helpline opening hours from 9am to 5pm to 8am 
to 8pm since 6 November and will maintain these hours for the peak filing periods.

Revenue has also extended the paper filing date by one week to 14 November to allow 
people further consider their 2014 payment method before committing their preferred option to 
Revenue.   The combined initiatives of additional deployments, extended opening hours and the 
extended paper deadline have already significantly reduced the waiting times on the helpline.  

Finally, I again commend Revenue for the excellent work it has done in taking LPT from 
concept to a fully functioning tax in such a short period of time, including the drafting of legis-
lation, the building of a brand new property register, the provision of customer service to such 
a large volume of taxpayers and crucially the contribution of €215m to date to the Exchequer.

12/11/2013WRD00850Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRD0090063. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
payment of property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47655/13]

12/11/2013WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that there is 
no obligation on any person to pay their Local Property Tax (LPT) liability for 2014 before 1 
January unless they choose to do so to suit their own circumstances.   

In October, Revenue wrote to all property owners who paid their 2013 LPT liability in a 
single payment to remind them of their obligations in regard to 2014.  Revenue used the op-
portunity to clearly outline the various payment options that are available for LPT as a guide 
to people who might want to change their payment method for 2014, given that it is a full year 
liability.  Revenue also needs to ensure it has enough lead in time to process all phased payment 
applications in advance of 1 January so that taxpayers may spread their payments over a full 
year.

Revenue’s intention in providing seven different payment methods for LPT is to ensure 
people have the flexibility to meet their liability in a way that best suits their individual cir-
cumstances, whether by a single payment or on a phased basis spread out over the year.  The 
options are:

- Phased payment by monthly Direct Debit

- Phased payment by Deduction at Source from salary, pension or certain Government pay-
ments

- Single Debit Authority, which is a mandate to debit a bank account once  only

- Credit Card

- Debit Card

- Cheque or Postal Order.

- Service Providers, namely An Post, Payzone and Omnivend 
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On the specific case to which the Deputy refers, Revenue issued a 2014 payment reminder 
letter to the person in question via his ROS inbox.  The letter included a Property ID, PIN and 
confirmed the amount due for 2014.  As the person in question is a ‘multiple property owner’ 
the letter confirmed the total amount of LPT due on all of his properties.

It is noted that the person in question wishes to meet his 2014 LPT liability by using his 
debit card.  While this is his choice, Revenue has clearly stated on numerous occasions that 
any such card payment will be debited immediately.  This is the nature of card payments.  If 
the person does not want to pay before 1 January it is open to him to choose one of the other 
options listed above.

As I previously advised the House, all property owners with a debit card also have a bank 
account.  If the property owner concerned wishes to pay in full in one payment in 2014 from the 
bank account which is attached to his debit card, he has the option to do so.  I can confirm that 
if he uses this option his account will not be debited until 21 March 2014 unless he specifies an 
earlier payment date.  To do this property owners should select and complete the option entitled 
“single debit authority”, which is the second option, when filling out their property tax return 
online.  The Commissioners advise that the single debit authority payment option is drawn on a 
person’s current account in the same way as a debit card payment.

Finally, the person’s concern about the Christmas retail market is noted. However, Revenue 
has provided payment options which allow people not to pay their full LPT liability until well 
after Christmas, or in phased payments throughout 2014, should they so choose.  I believe that 
the arrangements are more than adequate and I do not intend to intervene.

12/11/2013WRD01050Banking Sector Issues

12/11/2013WRD0110064. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Finance if he has received a proposal 
that the State buy ACC Bank from Rabobank Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47659/13]

12/11/2013WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm that I have received cor-
respondence from a third party, an employee representative organisation which suggest that the 
Government could somehow benefit from the acquisition of ACC’s banking architecture and 
employee skill set.  My officials are examining the correspondence and will respond in due 
course.

12/11/2013WRD01250Excise Duties Collection

12/11/2013WRD0130065. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding fuel tax and 
excise duty allowances for persons with a disability in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 12; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47666/13]

12/11/2013WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Section 92 of the Finance Act 1989 and the Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax concessions) Regulations, 1994 (S.I.353 of 1994) provide for relief from the 
payment of Excise Duty on specified quantities of fuel used for transporting persons registered 
under the scheme.    

The person (details supplied) submitted an application for refund of excise duty on fuel on 
29 July 2013. This application form was returned on the same date informing the person that 
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all refunds of excise duty on fuel are made on a yearly basis and to re-apply in February 2014.  
The information leaflet published by Revenue on the scheme (VRT 7) makes it clear that the 
relief from excise duty on fuel can only be claimed on an annual basis (section 7.3.3).  Revenue 
has no control over information published on other websites and the reference quoted does not 
reflect Revenue policy.

Revenue’s Central Repayments Office handles a very high volume of claims under all the 
provisions of the scheme. For operational and efficiency reasons, fuel claims can only be pro-
cessed on an annual basis. Claims for shorter periods would risk giving rise to delays as the 
volumes to be processed would be tripled and the amounts involved would be relatively small 
in the majority of cases.  Furthermore, accepting refund claims for an annual period is the nor-
mal practice which applies to other tax refunds such as medical expenses.

As a concession to facilitate the person (details supplied), all his shorter-term claims for the 
current year will be processed.  However, from 2014 onwards, yearly claims only can be ac-
cepted as explained above.

12/11/2013WRD01450Budget 2013 Impact

12/11/2013WRD0150066. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the reason, in view of recent re-
search by TASC, the ESRI, and the Department of Social Protection highlighting the regressive 
nature of elements of budget 2013 and its disproportionate impact on certain sections of Irish 
society, there are still no plans to equality-proof the next budget; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [47706/13]

12/11/2013WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Pro-
gramme for Government contains a commitment to require all public bodies to take due note of 
equality and human rights in carrying out their functions. Furthermore, the Cabinet handbook 
requires a statement on the likely effects of the decision sought on equality and persons expe-
riencing or at risk of poverty or social exclusion to be included in Memoranda to Government. 
Consequently, Government does consider each of these important issues at an individual policy 
or programme level. Furthermore, I would remind the Deputy that the State and its bodies take 
the provisions of equality legislation into account in the development and delivery of policies 
and services.   

I would also like to inform the Deputy that a distributional analysis of taxation measures is 
performed based on various income levels for the different categories of income earners. These 
categories include single individuals, married one-earner couples with no children and married 
one-earner couples with children. A distributional analysis which models the impacts on dispos-
able income by income decile using SWITCH, the ESRI Tax-Benefit model, is also undertaken 
in evaluating various taxation options. Illustrative examples continue to be included in Budget 
documents. 

In future, as part of our annual Budget, Ireland will submit a draft budgetary plan to the 
Commission no later than 15 October. This is under Regulation 473/2013, which specifies that 
all euro area Member States not in a macroeconomic adjustment programme will be required 
to submit this plan.

As part of the material supplied, Article 6 (3) (d) requires where possible, “indications on 
the expected distributional impact of the main expenditure and revenue measures” should be 
included. This distributional analysis will be conducted through the SWITCH model, as has 
been seen in previous Budgets.
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I feel it is important to highlight the progressive nature of the Irish taxation system when 
discussing matters of equality. The European Commission compares progressivity of taxation 
by taking the OECD tax wedge for an individual earning 167% of the average wage and divid-
ing it by the tax wedge for an individual earning 67% of the average wage. On a rating system 
where less than 100 is regressive and above 100 is progressive, most EU countries have a pro-
gressivity rate of between 120 and 140. Ireland, in comparison, has a progressivity rate of 190.  
While Ireland’s progressivity rate decreased from 220 to 190 in 2012 following the changes 
introduced in Budget 2011 and 2012, this is still far more progressive than any other EU mem-
ber of the OECD.

12/11/2013WRD01650Tax Code

12/11/2013WRD0170067. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the adoption 
of a new wealth tax in Ireland, as set out in the newly published working paper, a collaboration 
between the Nevin Economic Research Institute and TASC, which outlines the options for such 
a tax here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47707/13]

12/11/2013WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Think Tank for Action on Social 
Change (TASC) and Nevin Economic Research Institute (NERI) working paper Wealth Tax - 
Options for its Implementation In the Republic of Ireland, to which the Deputy refers, has not 
advocated a specific form of wealth tax but it has analysed a number of options and discussed 
issues relating to the introduction of a wealth tax.   The paper suggests that a yield of 0.1% of 
GDP, which would be in the region of €160 million, is attainable from a wealth tax where the 
threshold of liability is set at €1 million and the tax rate is set at 0.6%.  As I have stated in reply 
to a number of Parliamentary Questions in the past, to estimate the potential revenue from a tax 
on wealth one would need to identify the wealth held by individuals, which is not possible from 
the data available at present.

The paper has considered whether certain assets should be relieved or deductible for the 
purposes of the tax.  It argued that owner-occupied houses should not be exempt from a wealth 
tax, which would mean that houses could be subject both to the Local Property Tax and to the 
wealth tax.  The paper also argues against exemptions for business assets if the threshold for the 
wealth tax is sufficiently high.  Careful consideration would have to be given to such a measure.  
In particular, the Government would not wish to introduce a tax which could deter the growth 
of enterprises in the economy.  While all taxes and potential taxation options are constantly 
reviewed, the Government has no current plans to introduce a wealth tax.  

Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 61.

12/11/2013WRD01950Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRD0200069. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a telephone 
and-or e-mail service for Members of the Oireachtas for the Revenue Commissioners local 
property tax service due to the large volume of calls and the fact that persons and Oireachtas 
Members are unable to receive information from constituents as constituents are unable to get 
through or are left holding on the property tax local call number for more than 50 minutes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47740/13]

12/11/2013WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Revenue has acknowledged to me that 
exceptional delays in accessing the Local Property Tax (LPT) Helpline, which is the primary 
contact point for LPT queries, were experienced by some callers in the days immediately fol-
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lowing the issue of the 2014 notifications.  In response to the demand for service, Revenue 
deployed extra resources to the helpline, within two days of the peak period occurring and 
also deployed extra resources to its own internal support service to cater for the more complex 
queries.  Revenue has put contingency plans in place to further rapidly increase the number of 
agents on the helpline should it be necessary to do so.  In total there are now 200 agents fully 
deployed to LPT telephone call handling.  In addition to the extra staff deployment, callers can 
now leave their telephone contact details on the system in preference to waiting for service and 
will receive an out of hours ‘call back’ from the LPT team.  Revenue has also extended the 
helpline opening hours from 9am to 5pm to 8am to 8pm since 6 November and will maintain 
these hours for the peak filing periods.    

I have been assured by the Revenue Commissioners that the helpline is sufficiently well 
serviced to deal with queries from customers and waiting times having significantly reduced in 
recent days.  The Commissioners have confirmed that in view of this, there are no plans to put in 
place a dedicated helpline or email for Oireachtas Members for LPT related queries.  The Com-
missioners further note that there is already a dedicated phone service in place for Oireachtas 
Members (01 6748102) who have any tax related queries.

12/11/2013WRD02150Tax Code

12/11/2013WRD0220070. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if a farmer who owns five 
different lots of land and now wishes to buy a new farm, under the provision of the Finance Act, 
and wants to consolidate their farm holdings will have to pay capital gains tax; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [47759/13]

12/11/2013WRD02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I made provision in Budget 2013 for 
the following measure designed to assist farmers with consolidation of farm land. This measure 
followed on from measures in the previous year’s Budget which also supported farm expansion 
and the transfer of land.    Section 48 of Finance Act 2013 provides for relief from capital gains 
tax on disposals of farm land for farm restructuring, subject to a Commencement Order, which 
I made on 6 June 2013.  The terms of the relief are set out in Section 604B, Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997.     

The relief applies to a sale, purchase or exchange of agricultural land in the period from 1 
January 2013 to 31 December 2015 where Teagasc has certified that a sale and purchase or an 
exchange of agricultural land was made for farm restructuring purposes. The initial sale or pur-
chase, or the exchange, must occur in the relevant period and the subsequent sale or purchase 
must occur within 24 months of that sale or purchase. 

Full relief from capital gains tax will be given where the consideration for the purchase 
or the exchange is equal to or exceeds the consideration for the sale or the other land that is 
exchanged. Where the consideration for the purchase or the exchange is less than the consid-
eration for the land that is sold or the other land that is exchanged, relief will be given in the 
same proportion that the consideration for the land that is purchased or exchanged bears to the 
consideration for the land that is sold or the other land that is exchanged. 

Provision is made for the clawback of the relief where qualifying land in respect of which 
relief has been given is disposed of within 5 years of the date of the purchase or exchange of that 
land. A clawback does not apply where the disposal arises under a compulsory purchase order. 

A prerequisite to any disposal and acquisition of farm land qualifying for this relief is that an 
application for a farm restructuring certificate is made to Teagasc and that Teagasc grants such 
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a certificate (that has not been withdrawn).  Guidelines relating to the application for, and the 
issue of, a Farm Restructuring Certificate are available on the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine’s website.

Based on the limited information available, it is not possible to say definitively whether all 
conditions governing the relief are satisfied – in particular:

-   Whether the lands are qualifying lands (i.e. whether a farm restructuring certificate has 
been issued by Teagasc and  has not been withdrawn)

-   Whether or not the sales are as a result of a compulsory purchase order

-   Whether the full proceeds of the sales are invested in the purchase of the new land

-   Whether the person in question is an individual who spends not less than 50% of his or 
her normal working time farming.

Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 61.

12/11/2013WRD02450VAT Rate Reductions

12/11/2013WRD0250072. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered extending 
the reduced 9% VAT rate to the entertainment industry. [47787/13]

12/11/2013WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As you will be aware, the 9% reduced 
VAT rate applies to tourism related activity in order to promote that industry. In this context, 
various entertainment services already apply at the 9% rate, including admissions to cinemas, 
theatres, certain musical performances, museums, art gallery exhibitions, fairgrounds/amuse-
ment parks, open farms, historical houses. The use of sporting facilities, including green fees 
charged for golf and subscriptions charged by non-member-owned golf clubs, also apply at the 
9% rate.   Furthermore, live theatrical or musical performances are exempt from VAT, where 
alcohol drink is not available in the venue during the performance.

Admission to and promotion of dances is liable to VAT at the 23% standard rate.  In addi-
tion, services by artists, bands and disc jockeys to a venue promoter are also liable to VAT at 
23%.  The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with 
which Irish VAT law must comply.  The EU VAT Directive does not allow for the possibility of 
a reduction in the VAT rate to 9% for the promotion of dances and the provision of such music 
services.

12/11/2013WRD02650VAT Payments

12/11/2013WRD0270073. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify a situation 
regarding a decision by the Revenue Commissioners on the levying of VAT retrospectively 
(details supplied). [47790/13]

12/11/2013WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a Revenue audit was conducted on the firm in question. The audit identified a 
number of liabilities, including interest and penalties. These additional liabilities were accepted 
and agreed, in writing, by the proprietors.   The principal component of the additional liabilities 
arose from the non-operation of VAT on the supplies of goods and services made by the firm. 
The particular goods and services as supplied by the firm in question are subject to VAT, and 
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this applies to any operator that provide the same goods and service in the industry in question.  
The firm in question has now initiated High Court proceedings disputing the settlement reached 
with Revenue.

12/11/2013WRD02850Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRD0290074. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons affected 
by the change to the single parent tax credit by county. [47809/13]

12/11/2013WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that based on the most up to date data it is estimated that up to 15,400 individuals 
may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit to the principal carer.  However, 
ultimately it will depend on the circumstances of each individual carer and the allocation of 
childcare responsibilities, which is primarily for parents to agree.

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, as the individuals who are likely 
to be affected by the Budget changes are not specifically identifiable on Revenue tax records, 
the statistical basis for measuring the impact of the changes was an estimate of aggregated 
numbers, which are not geographically identified. Accordingly, there is no basis on which a 
distribution of these individuals by county could be compiled.

12/11/2013WRD03050Revenue Commissioners Resources

12/11/2013WRD0310075. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that any future cor-
respondence from the Revenue Commissioners to property owners is reviewed by the National 
Adult Literacy Agency or similar body to ensure it is jargon free, in plain English and easily 
accessible for those with varying literacy levels. [47817/13]

12/11/2013WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it is very 
conscious of the importance of making sure that its communications with all taxpayers, includ-
ing property owners, is as simple and understandable as possible.  Its objective is always to 
convey information that meets the “plain English” standard so that taxpayers readily under-
stand their entitlements and obligations, and it has full regard to information or suggestions on 
an on-going basis as to how information can be made clearer.  I understand that, to strengthen 
its approach further, Revenue is currently preparing a protocol for customer information pub-
lications.  This protocol will include the latest National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) guide-
lines for presenting information in plain English.   Where major new documentation is being 
published (such as documents explaining changes to operation of the PAYE system) Revenue 
liaises with its own customer consultative panels, a range of representative bodies, in particular 
those representing older persons, and organisations like NALA to ensure that the language used 
to explain the changes is simple and easy to understand.

In her appearance before the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform 
on 7 November the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners reminded the Committee that the 
Local Property Tax (LPT) is the largest extension of the self-assessment system in its history.  
This is a new tax, with new concepts and new language for many of Revenue’s customers and 
likewise for Revenue staff.  

Revenue has made every effort to make it as easy as possible for property owners to under-
stand this new tax and how it will impact on them.  On the day I announced the introduction of 
LPT (Budget Day 5 December 2012), Revenue published Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
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on its website which provided details of how the tax would operate in simple English.  In fact 
Revenue received much positive feedback on the clarity of the information provided on their 
website.  This information was made available to property owners more than six months before 
the tax was introduced and it is updated regularly as issues requiring clarification emerge.  Rev-
enue also confirmed that it had extensive engagement with many representative bodies and the 
Citizens’ Information Service, all of whom were provided with copies of the LPT1 form, LPT 
Guide and the letter to property owners.  Between March and April this year Revenue issued 
letters to property owners and included a LPT Guide which explained the operation of LPT 
and the range of options for paying the tax.  The Guide was in a “question and answer” answer 
format to make it as user friendly as possible. 

For the issue of letters to about 988,000 property owners in October, Revenue placed adver-
tisements in national and provincial newspapers and developed a number of “frequently asked 
questions” specifically for the 2014 filing period. In addition, spokespersons were also provided 
for national and local media. 

I am satisfied that Revenue will fully take on board the communications related issues that 
have arisen over the past number of weeks and will take whatever steps are necessary to ensure 
that key messages in its LPT and other correspondence are as easily understood as possible.

12/11/2013WRD03250Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRD0330076. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance following the death of a 
person (details supplied) in County Wexford, if the local property tax for 2013 was paid; if he 
will indicate the person liable for the local property tax for 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [47821/13]

12/11/2013WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 11(3)(d)(I) of the Local Property Tax Act 2012 (as amended) provides that a 
person having an exclusive right of residence in a property for his or her life is deemed to be the 
liable person for LPT purposes.   In regard to the specific case mentioned by the Deputy, if the 
current occupant of the property in question was entitled to right of residence on 1 November 
2013, they are liable to pay LPT in respect of that property for 2014.

I can confirm that the 2013 LPT liability has been partially paid.  The deceased person filed 
an LPT Return for 2013 and declared a valuation in the ‘Band 2’ category with a liability of 
€112.  She opted to pay by direct debit.  At this point there is an outstanding liability of €37 due 
on the property as the last two scheduled payments remain outstanding. 

In general Section 11 (3) (e) of the Local Property Tax Act 2012 (as amended) provides 
that the personal representative of the estate of a person who was a liable person is responsible 
for LPT liabilities.  While the full circumstances of this case are not known it appears that the 
personal representative is liable to pay the balance of LPT due for 2013 and should now make 
arrangements to do so.  For the Deputy’s information, there is also a second property associated 
with the deceased person, which she declared as uninhabitable and on that basis is not liable for 
LPT.  Finally, if the liable person requires further information or assistance with making pay-
ment s/he should contact the LPT Helpline at 1890 200255.

12/11/2013WRD03450Property Taxation Exemptions

12/11/2013WRD0350077. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if a person with a local authority 
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shared ownership property is liable for the full amount of the local property tax; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47856/13]

12/11/2013WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that a liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a 
person owns a residential property on the liability date, which was 1 May 2013 for 2013 and 
1 November 2013 for the year 2014.    Section 7 of the Act provides that local authorities will 
be liable to pay the LPT on their properties in the same way as any other residential property 
owner, unless the properties in question are used to accommodate people with special housing 
needs such as the elderly or people with disabilities.  

However, residential properties purchased under the various local authority shared owner-
ship schemes will also be subject to LPT and that the liable person in these instances will be the 
purchaser.  This is on the basis that, under these schemes, the purchaser acquires a leasehold 
interest in the property for a period that exceeds 20 years.  Such a purchaser is in the same posi-
tion as a property owner who purchases a residential property with a mortgage from a financial 
institution.  Accordingly, there is no reason why such an individual should not be liable for pay-
ment of the LPT on the property. 

I am informed by the Commissioners that LPT is a self-assessed tax and it is a matter for the 
person who is purchasing a local authority shared ownership residential property to calculate 
the tax due based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property and to make 
a Return to Revenue.

12/11/2013WRE00075Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

12/11/2013WRE0010078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when a strategic investment 
bank will be established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47858/13]

12/11/2013WRE00200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Gov-
ernment has decided to establish the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) which will ab-
sorb the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF).  Using the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund, we will maximise our resources to enhance growth in the Irish economy and improve 
key infrastructure to maintain Ireland’s attractiveness as a place to do business and to create 
employment.

Officials of my Department are currently preparing the necessary legislation which I antici-
pate will be enacted early next year.  Already, in the lifetime of this Government, the NPRF has 
established funds that support both strategic projects and a number that support SME financ-
ing.  Further assessment of the need to create a Strategic Investment Bank over and above the 
contribution expected from the ISIF will be informed by the requirements of the economy once 
the Government’s key immediate objectives for the repair of the banking system have been 
completed.

12/11/2013WRE00250Property Taxation Data

12/11/2013WRE0030079. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down by payment type of the way persons paid their local property tax to the Revenue Commis-
sioners in 2013 on a transaction basis including credit-debit cards, cheque or postal order, direct 
debit, deduction at source whether salary, social protection payment or agricultural payment, 
single debit authority or cash; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47860/13]
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12/11/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the most up-to-date breakdown of Local Property Tax (LPT) payment types 
for 2013 is published on the Commissioners website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/lpt-
stats-11-2013.pdf along with other key LPT data.  With regard to payments made by deduction 
at source, I am advised by the Commissioners that a detailed breakdown by deduction from 
salary or government payments is not currently readily available.  LPT Returns are still being 
filed and more detailed data and analysis will be published in due course.  I am further advised 
that by the end of October 2013 approximately €215m had been transferred by Revenue to the 
Exchequer.

The breakdown of payment options shown at the link above is as follows:

Payment Options based on 
Amounts Collected to Date 
(2013 Returns) Payment 
Type 

% LPT Collected to Date % of Designated Liable 
Owners * 

Credit Card 14.9% 14.3% 
Debit Card 36.7% 39.5% 
Direct Debit 10.7% 12.9% 
Single Debit Authority 24.1% 16.0% 
Cheque 6.0% 
Deduct at Source 0.6% 7.0% 
Service Provider 7.1% 10.3% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 
* Note: A split between the Single Debit Authority and Cheque options is not available for 

designated liable owners.

12/11/2013WRE00450Property Taxation Yield

12/11/2013WRE0050080. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the expected yield from the 
local property tax for the liability that arises in 2013; the amount it is projected will be received 
in 2013 for the liability that arises in 2014; if he will clarify that the projected €300 million in 
2013 from local taxes in the Exchequer tax revenue forecast on page C15 of the budget book 
includes payments for 2013 and 2014; and if he will further clarify of the €550 million pro-
jected yield in 2014, the amount of this figure that relates to late payments for 2013, and early 
payments for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47861/13]

12/11/2013WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Initial forecasts for Local Property Tax 
(LPT) receipts envisaged a yield of €250 million for 2013 and €500 million in 2014, a full year. 
In light of taxpayer payment patterns in respect of the 2013 liability, the anticipated yield for 
2013 was increased to €300 million to take account of potential payments in respect of 2014.  
Because 2014 is the first full year of LPT, and because there are a number of one-off factors to 
be included, estimates are of necessity tentative.  The 2014 forecasted yield for LPT of €550 
million carries forward the assumption that observed taxpayer payment patterns will continue.  
It also takes account of 2014 yields most of which will be non-recurring, including the 2013 
liabilities of local authorities, which were postponed into 2014; arrears and compliance activity 
by the Revenue Commissioners in relation to 2013 LPT and LPT yield arising from arrears of 
household charge.  In this regard, I am advised by the Commissioners that while compliance 
activity will begin early next year, approximately €700,000 has already been paid since 1 July 
in respect of arrears of household charge/LPT and is included in the LPT Exchequer figures.
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  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 61.

12/11/2013WRE00750Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRE0080082. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the home renova-
tion incentive scheme in budget 2014, if a claim to qualify may be made based on the aggregate 
value of works over a year or less.  [47912/13]

12/11/2013WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget.  This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work carried 
out on a principal private residence.  Qualifying expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% 
VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of €5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract 
a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum 
credit of €4,050 will apply.  The credit is payable over the two years following the year in 
which the work is carried out.  Works carried out between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 
2013 will be considered to have taken place in 2014 for the purposes of awarding the tax credit.  
The threshold can be reached by carrying out several jobs; it does not have to be as a result of 
a single job.  Therefore, any qualifying job undertaken can be included in order to reach the 
€5,000 threshold.

12/11/2013WRE00950VAT Rate Application

12/11/2013WRE0100083. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the 9% VAT 
rate to tour guides in the private sector to allow them compete with Bus Éireann tour guides 
who enjoy this rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47940/13]

12/11/2013WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that it is precluded from commenting on, or disclosing details about, a named taxpayer.  
The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which 
Irish VAT law must comply. Primarily, it must be in agreement with the EU VAT Directive 
2006/112/EC.  Tour guide services which consist of the provision of information on cultural, 
historical and contemporary heritage to tourists at places of interest are currently liable to VAT 
at the rate of 13.5%, in accordance with the Article 118 of the VAT Directive.  It is not possible 
to apply a rate of 9% to tour guide services as Article 118 of the Directive provides that only a 
rate of 12% or higher may apply to such services.

The transport of passengers including tourists and their accompanying baggage qualify for 
VAT exemption under paragraph 14(3) of Schedule 1 to the VAT Consolidation Act 2010 and 
Article 371 of the VAT Directive.  In certain circumstances, tour guide services may be ancil-
lary to the transport of passengers and in other circumstances they may be distinct supplies of 
transport and tour guide services.  The circumstances of each case would require examination 
to determine the correct VAT treatment.

12/11/2013WRE01150Household Charge Collection

12/11/2013WRE0120084. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance the way a person (details 
supplied) in County Wexford may pay the outstanding household charge; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [47951/13]

12/11/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that where the 
Household Charge for 2012 has not been paid or has only been part paid by 1 July 2013, then 
the outstanding amount including late payment penalties is increased to €200 and converted 
to Local Property Tax (LPT).  In the specific case to which the Deputy refers, if the person 
was the owner of the property on the ‘ownership date’ of 1 May 2013 then she is liable for the 
€200 ‘converted’ charge and the liability is payable in full before the sale of the property can 
be completed.

The person can pay the outstanding liability by logging onto the LPT website at www.
revenue.ie and following the payment instructions.  Alternatively, she can send her payment di-
rectly to the Office of the Collector-General, LPT Branch, P.O. Box 1, Limerick.  If she chooses 
to pay by cheque, she should include a covering note and clearly mark her Property ID number 
on the cheque.

Comprehensive guidance relating to LPT in the context of the sale or transfer of ownership 
of residential property has been provided to solicitors and is available on the LPT website at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/sale-transfer-property.html.

12/11/2013WRE01350Living City Initiative

12/11/2013WRE0140085. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider designating 
Drogheda, County Louth under the terms of the living city initiative; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [48009/13]

12/11/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Living City Initiative is a pilot 
scheme, designed to encourage people back to the centre of Irish cities to live in historic build-
ings and encourage the regeneration of the retail heartland of central business districts.  The 
initial pilot will be a targeted scheme to enable an assessment to be made as to the effectiveness 
of the scheme.

The Living City Initiative was announced as part of Finance Bill 2013.  I stated at the time 
that the proposed scheme would be subject to a full ex-ante cost benefit analysis and would 
require State Aid approval from the European Commission.  The cost benefit analysis was re-
cently presented to my Department and has been published on the Department’s website.  On 
foot of the recommendations contained in this independent report, I made an announcement in 
my 2014 Budget Statement that I was proposing to extend the Initiative to include designated 
areas of four other cities.  I do not intend to extend the scope of the Initiative beyond the six 
cities identified.

Following the receipt of the report, an application for EU State Aid approval will be submit-
ted shortly to the European Commission and the evidence presented in the cost benefit analysis 
will form part of this application.  The Initiative can not be commenced until EU State Aid ap-
proval is received.

12/11/2013WRE01550Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRE0160086. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider including in 
the Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 requirements around improvements to energy efficiency under 
the tax rebate on home improvements scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[48010/13]

12/11/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget.  This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work carried 
out on a principal private residence.  Qualifying expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% 
VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of €5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract 
a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum 
credit of €4,050 will apply.  The credit is payable over the two years following the year in which 
the work is carried out.  Works carried out between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 2013 
will be considered to have taken place in 2014 for the purposes of awarding the tax credit.

There is no specific requirement to improve the energy efficiency of the residence, but 
works which are grant-aided by the SEAI under the Better Energy Homes Scheme will also 
qualify for the incentive.  Three times the amount of the grant will be deducted and any addi-
tional expenditure will attract the tax credit of 13.5%.

12/11/2013WRE01750Tax Exemptions

12/11/2013WRE0180087. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will bring the eligibility cri-
teria for the relief scheme for the long-term unemployed, 15 months in receipt of certain social 
welfare payments, in line with the eligibility criteria for the back to work enterprise allowance 
12 months in receipt of certain social welfare payments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48011/13]

12/11/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced the 
Start Your Own Business incentive in the recent Budget.  This incentive is an exemption from 
Income Tax for individuals who have been long-term unemployed and start a new, un-incorpo-
rated business.  An exemption from Income Tax will be provided on profits up to a maximum of 
€40,000 for the first two years of trading.  However, USC and PRSI will continue to be payable.  
If a loss is incurred then loss relief will be available in the normal manner.

The business must be un-incorporated i.e., the individual must be a sole trader.  In order 
to claim this relief, the individual must file a tax return notwithstanding that there may be no 
liability to tax.  In the Budget speech I stated that the individual must have been unemployed 
for a period of at least 15 months prior to establishing the business.  However, as I stated in my 
opening speech at Second Stage of the Bill, I have decided to reduce the qualifying period of 
unemployment to 12 months.  This will be dealt with in a Committee Stage amendment.

12/11/2013WRE01950Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRE0200088. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider 
reversing the decision to abolish the one-parent family tax credit to the non-resident parent and 
reform this tax credit to non-resident parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48014/13]

12/11/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit (OPFTC) is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit 
from 1 January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. 
€1,650, as the existing OPFTC and will also carry the same entitlement to the extended standard 
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rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that it is available 
only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available per single 
carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This is the same 
condition that applies to the current OPFTC.  Given the difficult fiscal environment it is essen-
tial to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to ensure that they are properly tar-
geted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve the socio-economic objectives 
that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in respect of the same child, as can 
happen with the OPFTC, is unsustainable.

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays a 
role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed par-
ents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but that it 
should be allocated to the principal carer only.  The restructuring of the credit will achieve such 
an outcome.  Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  However, 
having listened carefully to the views expressed by colleagues and Deputies, I have asked my 
officials to explore how the credit could be used by another individual, where the primary carer 
chooses not to, or cannot, claim it and accordingly I will be bringing forward an amendment at 
Committee Stage.

12/11/2013WRE02150Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRE0220089. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending 
the income tax credit for the home renovation scheme announced in budget 2014 to persons in 
receipt of pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48016/13]

12/11/2013WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget.  This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work carried 
out on a principal private residence.  Qualifying expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% 
VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of €5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract 
a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum 
credit of €4,050 will apply.  The credit is payable over the two years following the year in which 
the work is carried out.  Works carried out between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 2013 
will be considered to have taken place in 2014 for the purposes of awarding the tax credit.

As the relief is being made available by way of tax credit, only individuals who have a tax 
liability will be in a position to avail of the incentive.  However, any pensioner who has an oc-
cupational pension and pays tax on that pension will be able to qualify.  The credit is payable 
over two years in order that individuals who may pay small amounts of tax can avail of it.  In 
addition, any unused credit may be carried forward to future years.

12/11/2013WRE02350Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRE0240090. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will explain the 
changes in tax credits in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin. [48018/13]

12/11/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the person in question had been in receipt of the One Parent Family Tax Credit for 
a number of years.  It subsequently came to Revenue’s attention that he had been residing with 
his partner for the years concerned.  Consequently, the credit was withdrawn from the person 
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concerned in accordance with section 462 (2)(c) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, which 
stipulates that the credit does not apply for any year of assessment in the case of cohabitants.

12/11/2013WRE02550Revenue Complaint and Review Procedures

12/11/2013WRE0260091. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the course of action a 
person may take if they complain to the Revenue Commissioners about their treatment in a 
public office and if they are not satisfied with the response they get. [48019/13]

12/11/2013WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners devote a 
great deal of time and effort to providing a top quality service to customers.  Their objective 
is to apply the law in a fair, consistent and sensible manner and to treat people in an even-
handed way, presuming their honesty and giving them respect and courtesy.  Where issues arise 
between a customer and Revenue the experience is that most can be resolved in the normal 
course of business by dealing with the Revenue officer handling the case and/or the supervisor.  
However, to deal with circumstances where the issue cannot be resolved in this way the Rev-
enue Commissioners have put in place formal procedures - “Revenue Complaint and Review 
Procedures” (Leaflet CS4).  These procedures provide customers with an open and transparent 
mechanism for making a complaint and for seeking a review if the customer is not satisfied with 
the response they receive to the complaint.  Leaflet CS4 is available on the Revenue Commis-
sioner’s website http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/custservice/cs4.pdf.

12/11/2013WRE02750Tax Code

12/11/2013WRE0280092. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will bring forward the pay 
and file return date to either to end of June or August going forward; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48023/13]

12/11/2013WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the regulations known as the 
“Two-Pack” which were formally adopted on 30th May 2013, a common budgetary timeline 
is being introduced for all Euro Area member states.  Specifically: the draft budget for central 
government and the main parameters of the draft budgets for all the other sub-sectors of the 
general government must be published by the 15th of October each year; draft budgetary plans 
in a common format must be submitted by all Euro area Member States not in a programme of 
assistance; and the budget for the central government must be adopted or fixed upon and pub-
lished by the 31st of December each year.

In light of these requirements, the Government decided to bring Budget Day forward from 
the first week in December to on or before the 15th of October from now on.  Accordingly, I pre-
sented Budget 2014 on Tuesday, 15th October.  The Government also decided that the Finance 
Bill should complete its passage through the Oireachtas by the 31st of December each year.  
One of the most critical elements of the Budget process is the accuracy of systems for forecast-
ing potential revenue yield in the year in question prior to the Budget actually taking place.

In the context of a December Budget Day, the availability prior to the Budget of informa-
tion on cumulative tax yields to the end of November gave a high degree of certainty to the 
estimation of potential outturn for the year.  For example, cumulative tax yield to the end of 
November 2012 was €33.8bn, which represented 92% of the full year outturn of €36.6bn.  On 
the other hand, cumulative yield to end September, at €26.1bn, represented only 71.3% of the 
eventual outturn.
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The scope for unanticipated events which would lead to either a higher or lower than pro-
jected outturn is considerably increased in the context of an October Budget.  In addition the 
ability to project future yield is compromised.  Consequently, measures which would result 
in improvements in the availability of information or increases in the proportion of total yield 
already available prior to the Budget have to be considered.  The main areas where scope exists 
to introduce such improvements relate to the income tax Pay & File arrangements and on 11th 
October I initiated a consultation process on a revision of the existing arrangements.

I am aware of the concerns that have been raised and will consider the results of this con-
sultation process, which closed on Friday last, 8th November, when drafting, as a Committee 
Stage amendment to the forthcoming Finance Bill, the necessary measures.  I would reiterate 
that changes to the Pay and File regime are necessary as a result of the move to an earlier Bud-
get Day, following the adoption of the Two-Pack and will provide increased certainty around 
the annual tax take.

12/11/2013WRE02950Universal Social Charge Application

12/11/2013WRE0300093. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person’s rate of uni-
versal social charge has not been lowered despite requesting twice that the Revenue Commis-
sioners review same. [48028/13]

12/11/2013WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The standard rates of Universal So-
cial Charge for 2013, for P.A.Y.E. workers are: 2% on the first €10,036 of income; 4% on the 
next €5,980; 7% on the balance.  In the case of an individual with a medical card and income 
of €60,000 per annum or less, the Universal Social Charge rates for 2013 are: 2% on the first 
€10,036 of income; 4% on all income over that amount.

I advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the person in question has a medical card and 
is correctly paying Universal Social Charge at the rate of 2% on the first €10,036 and 4% on the 
balance of his income.

12/11/2013WRE03150Property Taxation Exemptions

12/11/2013WRE0320094. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange for the 
Revenue Commissioners to cease deducting the local property tax from a person’s wages (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork as this person qualifies for an exemption as a first-time buyer.  
[48030/13]

12/11/2013WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that, in the 
case to which the Deputy refers, the deduction from wages was not in respect of the person’s 
primary residence, which is exempt from Local Property Tax (LPT).  The person in question 
was linked to a second property on the basis of records imported by Revenue from another Gov-
ernment agency database during the development of the Property Register.  It is now evident 
that the person was registered with this agency to pay certain charges in relation to the second 
property but was not in fact the owner.  It has since been confirmed that the property belongs to 
the person’s parents and was duplicated on the Property Register.

I am further advised that the LPT Return which issued in March 2013 indicated to the 
person that he was a multiple property owner.  Revenue received no contact from the person 
disputing the accuracy of his records and a compliance letter subsequently issued on 29 July 
2013 in respect of the second property.  The letter clearly requested that if he was not the liable 
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owner that he immediately notify Revenue.  The letter also advised that “deduction at source” 
would commence in the absence of a response.  Revenue received no response from the person 
until 20 September 2013 when he telephoned to confirm that he did not own the property and 
that his parents were the liable persons.  Unfortunately an instruction to deduct LPT from his 
salary had already issued to his employer.

On foot of the person’s telephone contact, Revenue amended the Property Register and 
issued a revised instruction to his employer to cease deductions.  The employer subsequently 
confirmed that deductions had ceased from 1 October.  A refund of €50.50 is due to the person 
and I am assured that it will issue to him in the coming days.  Finally, Revenue has acknowl-
edged that the linkage of the second property to the person in question during the development 
of the Property Register was an error.  However Revenue did communicate strongly during 
the initial stages of LPT that errors in the compilation of the Property Register were inevitable 
given the scale of the task.  Revenue also clearly requested anybody who received incorrect 
information in regard to their properties to contact the LPT Helpline immediately to avoid un-
necessary compliance interventions.  Unfortunately in this instance the person delayed making 
contact and as a consequence compliance activity commenced.

12/11/2013WRF00150Tax Collection

12/11/2013WRF0020095. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out the differ-
ent payment options open to a person to settle their capital acquisitions tax liability with the 
Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48032/13]

12/11/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) is the 
overall title for both Gift and Inheritance Tax.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that CAT is a self assessment tax ordinarily payable electronically through Revenue’s Online 
System (ROS). Where the valuation date for a gift or an inheritance is in the period 1 January 
to 31 August, a CAT return and payment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in that year. 
Where the valuation date for a gift or an inheritance arises between 1 September and 31 Decem-
ber, a CAT return and payment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in the following year.

A person may opt to pay CAT that arises on gifts or inheritances of real property (e.g. lands 
and buildings) by monthly instalments over a maximum of a 5 year period.  Where this option 
is chosen, interest is payable at the rate of 8% per annum on the outstanding CAT in accordance 
with section 51 of the Capital Acquisitions Tax Consolidation Act 2003 and is payable with 
each instalment.

The legislation governing CAT provides that the Revenue Commissioners can allow pay-
ment to be postponed for such period, to such extent and on such terms (including the waiver 
of interest) as they think fit in cases where it is shown to their satisfaction that payment of CAT 
cannot be made when due without excessive hardship.

The Revenue Commissioners may also allow payment of CAT by non-statutory instalments 
on a concessionary basis in exceptional circumstances where the taxpayer can show that pay-
ment of CAT liability by the due date would present significant difficulty. Interest would be 
chargeable on any late instalments.  Each such case would be considered on its merits, taking 
into account both the financial circumstances of the beneficiary and the nature of the gift or 
inheritance involved.

A beneficiary experiencing difficulty in paying CAT should contact the local Revenue of-
fice, as early as possible before the CAT becomes due, to outline his or her circumstances and 
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to explore the options available on paying the tax. 

12/11/2013WRF00350Banking Sector Issues

12/11/2013WRF0040096. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm if Bank 
of Ireland, Allied Irish Banks or Permanent TSB have within their systems the knowledge of a 
single euro figure that represents the cumulative difference between the total value of their en-
tire owner occupier mortgage debt outstanding versus the cumulative total current market value 
of all the owner occupier mortgage collateral on its balance sheet; if he will confirm if Bank 
of Ireland, Allied Irish Banks or Permanent TSB are able within their system to detail the total 
difference in euro between current market value of the underlying collateral of those owner oc-
cupier mortgages in arrears and the total owner occupier mortgage arrears debt outstanding; if 
he will confirm if the Central Bank of Ireland has this cumulative data for each of the domestic 
banks; if he will provide the cumulative figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48069/13]

12/11/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The covered institutions have provided 
me with the following details regarding their mortgage books. As the Deputy will be aware the 
Central Bank of Ireland is currently undertaking an asset quality review and the question of loan 
to value and underlying collateral value is being looked at as part of this exercise.

  Bank of Ireland

Bank of Ireland’s annual report for the year to 31 December 2012 gives comprehensive dis-
closures on its residential Irish mortgage portfolios (particularly pages 321-333), its accounting 
policies (particularly pages 148-169), its credit risk management and asset quality (particularly 
pages 55-77) and capital position (particularly pages 26-28 and 96-97). Bank of Ireland also 
provides detailed disclosure on its Irish mortgage book on pages 114 through to 125 of the 
Group’s interim financial statements for the six month period ended 30 June 2013. In particular, 
the disclosure on page 118 and 119 relating to “Loan to value (LTV) ratio of total Retail Ireland 
mortgage loan book”.  

AIB

I have been informed by AIB that all disclosures in relation to AIB’s loan to value ratios and 
collateral values of residential mortgages can be found on pages 71 and 97 to 99 of AIB’s 2012 
Annual Financial Report. This report, published on 27th March 2013, is available on the AIB 
website at www.aibgroup.com/investorrelations.

PTSB

I have been informed that the disclosures in relation to PTSB’s loan to value can be found 
on page 161 of the 2012 annual report. It should also be noted that as the positive equity on 
one loan is of no benefit to the Bank as against the negative equity on another loan.  The Bank 
can’t get or offset the benefit of one customer’s positive equity as against another customer’s 
negative equity. 

The Central Bank of Ireland has also informed me that the Loan-To-Value (LTV) measures 
the value of the loan outstanding as a percentage of the value of the property collateral. This is 
an important consideration in the underwriting of mortgages and in the on-going monitoring of 
credit risk. Each of the banks referenced calculates on a periodic basis the LTV of the mortgages 
in their portfolio (generally based on indexing valuations to current values using the CSO HPI). 
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In making provision for loans in arrears the banks use the indexed value of property collat-
eral in addition to including other costs of recovery of the outstanding loan.

12/11/2013WRF00550Banking Sector Issues

12/11/2013WRF0060097. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department for 
non-audit services to companies (details supplied); if he will further provide in tabular form, 
for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Central Bank of Ire-
land for non-audit services to these companies; if he will provide in tabular form, for each year 
since its creation, the total cumulative amounts in euro paid by the National Asset Management 
Agency for non-audit services to these companies; if he will provide in tabular form, for each 
year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by Anglo Irish Bank or Irish 
Nationwide since they became nationalised for non-audit services to the companies; if he will 
provide in tabular form, for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by Allied Irish Banks since they became majority State owned for non-audit services to 
the companies; if he will provide in tabular form, for each year since its creation, the total cu-
mulative amount in euro paid by a bank since they became majority State owned for non-audit 
services to the companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48070/13]

12/11/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately my Department has been 
unable to obtain the information requested by the Deputy in the time available. I will write to 
the Deputy directly with the information as soon as it becomes available.

12/11/2013WRF00750Tax Reliefs Availability

12/11/2013WRF0080098. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if any advance discussions 
took place with the pillar banks or Permanent TSB regarding the home renovation tax incen-
tive; if AIB or Permanent TSB are considering introducing similar lending schemes like Bank 
of Ireland to help homeowners looking to avail of this relief; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [48073/13]

12/11/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that no discus-
sions took place between lending institutions and officials from the tax side of the Department 
in advance of the introduction of the Home Renovation Incentive.  In relation to the introduc-
tion of lending schemes in this area, I received the following information from the institutions 
mentioned:

AIB

AIB responded that they already support customers who wish to refurbish, renovate or up-
grade their property and, to underpin their commitment in this area, they intend to introduce a 
lending initiative in response to the introduction of the Home Renovation Incentive Scheme and 
this will be announced shortly.

PTSB

PTSB have announced a lending scheme in this area as covered in the statement carried 
in the media as follows: “On November 1st, Permanent tsb announced the allocation of up to 
€100 million for customers undertaking home improvements and availing of the Government’s 
budget initiative in this area.”



12 November 2013

429

12/11/2013WRF00950Budget Measures

12/11/2013WRF0100099. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he or his Department 
met with or received any representations regarding proposed budgetary measures from Danske 
Bank or ACC in advance of budget 2014; his views that announcements on a bank levy and in-
creased dirt tax may have incentivised their exit from the Irish market; if he is concerned about 
these banks exit from the Irish market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48074/13]

12/11/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm that I did not receive 
any representations from Danske Bank or ACC in the run up to the Budget, and neither I nor 
officials of my Department met with personnel from those Banks with regard to any Budget 
measures.  I do not believe that measures announced in Budget 2014, including the increase 
in Deposit Interest Retention Tax and the levy on financial institutions, had any bearing on the 
decisions by either bank to curtail their operations in the Irish market.  Such decisions would 
have presumably have been under consideration for some time and based on wider factors than 
these two measures.  Danske Bank will still continue to take deposits from corporate customers.  

There is no doubt that the loss of ACC Bank and Danske Bank will have an effect on the 
level of competition in the Irish financial sector. However, the banks are independent commer-
cial entities and have the right to conduct their business as they consider appropriate.  The re-
cent commitment by RBS to the Irish market is a welcome step in the other direction, and KBC 
Bank has been expanding its network.  I think that it is fair to say that it is not all bad news and 
that the Irish financial market does offer opportunities to certain institutions. 

This Government has also take steps to ensure that the Irish financial market is accessible 
to any financial institution considering establishing in Ireland.  Section 149 of the Consumer 
Credit Act, which provides for the regulation of bank fees and charges, has been dis-applied for 
three years in the case of new financial service providers setting up in Ireland.

12/11/2013WRF01150Banking Sector

12/11/2013WRF01200100. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department 
to companies (details supplied); if he will further provide in tabular form for each year since 
2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Central Bank of Ireland to these com-
panies; if he will provide in tabular form for each year since its creation, the total cumulative 
amount in euro paid by the National Asset Management Agency to these companies; if he will 
provide in tabular form for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro paid 
by Anglo Irish Bank or Irish Nationwide since they became nationalised to these companies; if 
he will provide in tabular form for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in 
euro paid by Allied Irish Banks since it became majority State owned to these companies; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48081/13]

12/11/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately my Department has been 
unable to obtain the information requested by the Deputy in the time available. I will write to 
the Deputy directly with the information as soon as it becomes available.

12/11/2013WRF01350Banking Sector

12/11/2013WRF01400101. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
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lar form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department 
to senior counsel; if he will further provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total 
cumulative amount in euro paid by the Central Bank of Ireland to senior counsel; if he will 
detail in tabular form for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro paid 
by the National Asset Management Agency to senior counsel; if he will provide in tabular form 
for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by Anglo Irish Bank or 
Irish Nationwide since they became nationalised to senior counsel; if he will provide in tabular 
form for each year since its creation, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by Allied Irish 
Banks since it became majority State owned to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48084/13]

12/11/2013WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately my Department has been 
unable to obtain the information requested by the Deputy in the time available. I will write to 
the Deputy directly with the information as soon as it becomes available.

12/11/2013WRF01550Banking Sector Issues

12/11/2013WRF01600102. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the support given in assisting 
banks with their bad bank assets to enable these banks to continue to service their customers 
and business in order that the economy can make a rapid recovery from the economic crisis. 
[48095/13]

12/11/2013WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government remains committed 
to ensuring a sound sustainable and innovative banking system capable of driving economic 
growth and job creation while providing banking services to the population at large in a way 
that is fair and just. Working closely with the Central Bank of Ireland, we aim to secure both 
financial stability and an effective banking sector, while safeguarding the interests of customers 
and promoting the development of financial services.  The banking system must be the enabler 
of economic recovery by restoring public and market confidence in its financial health, manage-
ment competence and ethical integrity.

A comprehensive restructuring of the banking system has been undertaken to build a new 
core system that is fit for purpose for the economy, businesses and households by providing 
new lending into the economy. Major steps have been taken to address the challenges in the 
banking system in order to create a robust, smaller, and better capitalised banking system that 
will effectively serve the needs of the Irish economy and can operate on a viable basis without 
recourse to the State. The State completed the recapitalisations in 2011 following a credible and 
fully transparent stress testing exercise at an overall cost of c.41% of Irish GDP (€64bn).

Furthermore, significant progress has been made in relation to deleveraging the banking 
system. System wide deleveraging targets have been surpassed both in terms of amount de-
leveraged and impact on regulatory capital. For AIB, non-core deleveraging is now complete 
having achieved the Central Bank of Ireland’s year end 2013 €20.5bn target while Bank of 
Ireland has completed its disposal plan and the remaining deleveraging is on target and forecast 
to be achieved through rundown (rather than disposal) of non-core loan books. This deleverag-
ing will greatly assist both AIB and Bank of Ireland to re-focus their operations to areas which 
will support our economic recovery. The restructuring of the Irish Banking system, including 
the recent liquidation of IBRC, will serve to provide a secure financial system for deposits and 
ensure the flow of credit to Irish consumers and businesses.

As part of a wider set of measures taken to address the liquidity and solvency issues of 
systemically important Irish Banks, NAMA was established in late 2009 to remove from par-
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ticipating banks’ balance sheets problem loans secured by property and development land, the 
value of which had fallen steeply. In all 5 banks (AIB, Bank of Ireland, Permanent TSB, Irish 
Nationwide, Anglo Irish) participated in the scheme.

NAMA acquired €74bn (nominal value) of loans for €32bn representing an overall discount 
of 57%. NAMA paid for the loans through the issue of Government Guaranteed Senior Debt 
(95% of the cost) and unguaranteed subordinated debt (5%). NAMA has redeemed €7bn, to 
date, in Senior Debt and is on course to meet its bond redemption target of €7.5bn by the end 
of 2013.

12/11/2013WRF01750Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

12/11/2013WRF01800103. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the to-
tal amount of investments by the small and medium enterprises equity fund, SME turnaround 
fund and SME credit fund, respectively, since their establishment; if he will detail the total 
number of companies that have received investments from these funds; if he will provide the 
total additional number of jobs that have been created from these investments; if he will further 
provide the total additional millions of euro in exports that have been made by companies who 
have received and investment from these funds since their establishment; the total amount of 
loans in euro that have been acquired by the SME credit fund since its establishment and if any 
transactions have taken place with the domestic Irish financial institutions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [48124/13]

12/11/2013WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In anticipation of the passing of leg-
islation establishing the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) with a mandate to invest on 
a long-term commercial basis to support economic activity and employment in Ireland, the 
National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF), within the constraints of its existing mandate, has 
committed to a number of investments dedicated to providing equity and debt capital to Irish 
SMEs. These investments include Better Capital Ireland Fund (total fund size €100 million, 
transaction signed Q1 2013), Carlyle Cardinal Ireland Fund (total fund size €300 million plus, 
transaction signed Q1 2013) and BlueBay Ireland Corporate Credit (total fund size €450 mil-
lion, transaction signed Q3 2013) as well as a transaction entered into with Silicon Valley Bank 
(transaction signed Q2 2012) whereby SVB committed to lending $100 million to the Irish 
technology sector.  Since the respective transactions were signed with NPRF, each manager has 
set up a Dublin office, recruited senior team members, integrated the Irish platform within their 
wider international business and begun to develop local market awareness of their platform and 
investment offering. These activities have positioned the managers as important new players in 
the Irish market and as alternative sources of funding to Irish businesses. 

By its nature, establishment of a new business activity and capability takes some time. 
However the managers’ activities have generated significant dealflow to date. Across the four 
different managers over 200 investment opportunities have been reviewed and this has resulted 
to date in the funding of 6 transactions. A large number of potential transactions are at various 
stages of underwriting and the NTMA is pleased with the high quality and scale of dealflow 
generated by the managers. None of these funds has acquired any loans from or transacted with 
the domestic Irish Financial institutions. 

The NTMA intends to publish a report each year regarding investments made by the ISIF, 
including an assessment of economic impact. 

The NTMA is currently working on further commercial investment opportunities in the 
SME sector that will meet the strategic objectives and investment strategy of the ISIF.
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12/11/2013WRF01950Property Taxation Assessments

12/11/2013WRF02000104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason correspondence 
was sent from the Revenue Commissioners to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal 
requesting payment for band 2 with regard to the local property tax when this person made a 
self declaration on their property which they believe falls under band 1 and they paid accord-
ingly last year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48192/13]

12/11/2013WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the de-
velopment of the Local Property Tax (LPT) Register required it to extract and consolidate data 
from multiple sources including various Government and non-Government agencies. The pro-
cess involved consolidating data for approximately two million records, some of which were 
difficult to match because of variations in addresses and names held by different agencies.  This 
was particularly prevalent in rural locations, which resulted in data capture and duplication 
errors in a relatively small number of cases.  Revenue has confirmed to me that the 2014 LPT 
liability of €180 quoted for the case to which the Deputy refers in fact relates to two Band 1 
properties rather than a single Band 2 property.

On foot of the Deputy’s representation Revenue has confirmed that the second property is a 
duplicate, which was associated with the person in error. The Property Register has now been 
amended to reflect that the person only owns a single property.  Revenue has also assured me 
that the correct amount of LPT due for 2014, based on the person’s self-assessment of the valu-
ation of the property, is €90.

Revenue will immediately contact the person to confirm his correct LPT liability for 2014 
to him.

12/11/2013WRF02150VAT Rate Reductions

12/11/2013WRF02200105. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered low-
ering the VAT rate on dog grooming to bring it in line with vets practices; and if not, if he will 
do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48198/13]

12/11/2013WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the supply of dog grooming services is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 
23%.  Paragraph 21(3) of Schedule 3 to the Value-Added Tax Consolidated Act 2010 provides 
that the supply of services “of a kind supplied in the course of their profession by veterinary 
surgeons” is liable at the 13.5% reduced VAT rate.  If veterinary surgeons provide dog grooming 
services other than in the course of their profession the services are liable to VAT at the standard 
rate.  The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with 
which Irish VAT law must comply.  While the EU VAT Directive provides for the possibility of 
applying a reduced of VAT to the supply of certain goods and services, this possibility does not 
generally extend to the supply of dog grooming services.

12/11/2013WRF02350Tax Code

12/11/2013WRF02400106. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 286 of 16 April 2013, if he will provide an update on same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48235/13]

12/11/2013WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Inter-departmental group, chaired 
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by Dr Don Thornhill, to consider the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recom-
mended that the Local Property Tax (LPT) paid in respect of a rented property should be de-
ductible for income tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar manner to commercial rates.  
The Government accepted the recommendation of the Thornhill Group in principle on this mat-
ter, but has not considered the manner or the timing in which this will happen.

12/11/2013WRF02550Property Taxation Collection

12/11/2013WRF02600107. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if an over-estimation on the value 
of a property in respect of the local property tax may be rectified and payment refunded in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48249/13]

12/11/2013WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Section 
26 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that if a liable person 
has overpaid Local Property Tax (LPT) through a genuine error or mistake, then s/he is entitled 
to a repayment.  In such circumstances the liable person should write to LPT Branch, PO Box 
1, Ennis, Co Clare, clearly setting out how the overpayment arose.  The person should include 
relevant supporting documentation such as, a copy of a professional valuation as at 1 May 2013, 
or documented information on property sales for comparable properties in the local area around 
1 May 2013, or documented information on any house price survey in the local area reflect-
ing values around 1 May 2013.  On the specific case to which the Deputy refers, Revenue has 
confirmed that it received an incomplete LPT 1 Return for 2013 that did not indicate either a 
liable person or a property valuation.  Revenue did however receive payments in respect of both 
2013 (€157 Band 3 – Half Year) and 2014 (€315 Band 3 – Full Year), which were based on the 
estimated LPT liability. 

The Deputy will be aware that LPT is a self-assessed tax and the onus is on the liable person 
to calculate the tax due based on the market value of the property and that the estimate should 
only come into play in circumstances where Revenue seeks to collect the tax due in the absence 
of a return being filed. 

In regard to the question of over valuation, Revenue has confirmed to me that it has no 
record of any correspondence from the person in relation to the issue.  However, I am advised 
that Revenue has now made direct contact with the person in question to explain the process in 
regard to refunds of LPT.  I am assured that once the required documentation is received and 
verified the Valuation Band of the property will be adjusted and any overpayment refunded. 

12/11/2013WRF02750Tax Credits

12/11/2013WRF02800108. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a 
tax refund in respect of a person (details supplied) and the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48267/13]

12/11/2013WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there has been no delay in this case. I am advised that the taxpayer in question com-
menced employment on 17th June 2013 and they were notified of this by the employer on 24th 
June 2013.  A Form 12A was issued to the person on 3rd July 2013 for completion to enable 
the issue of a Tax Credit Certificate and resolve the application of the emergency tax basis in 
respect of that employment. This completed form was received by the Revenue Commissioners 
on 24th September 2013. However as the employment had already ceased on 16th August 2013 
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a Tax Credit Certificate could not be issued at that stage.

The Revenue Commissioners have no record of receipt of a claim for repayment of tax 
deducted in respect of that employment. Revenue has now written to the taxpayer enclosing an 
application form for completion and setting out the information required to process any repay-
ment that may arise.

12/11/2013WRF02950IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

12/11/2013WRF03000109. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation mortgage holders, if he will take all necessary action to address their 
concerns on a number of issues that have arisen with the sale of the loan book (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48268/13]

12/11/2013WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have confirmed 
that the residential mortgage customers of IBRC Limited (in Special Liquidation) continue to 
enjoy the protection of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on mortgage arrears and other protec-
tions in Irish consumer law. I am advised that the contractual terms and conditions of customer 
mortgages and other borrowings will not change as a result of the appointment of the Special 
Liquidators or the ultimate sale of the obligations to a third party.  The continued applicabil-
ity of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and Mortgage Arrears Targets 
Programme will depend on the regulatory status of the ultimate acquirer of the portfolio which 
we will not know until the sales process has concluded. In the event that NAMA ultimately 
acquires this portfolio, the NAMA Board will determine its strategy at that stage and will, in 
doing so, be mindful of its legal obligations.

The Special Liquidators have given significant consideration to and have sought indepen-
dent advice from PWC in relation to how the residential mortgage portfolio and other loans in 
IBRC are to be dealt with. Following that independent advice, the Special Liquidators have 
decided to sell these loans as part of a portfolio as it represents the most efficient method of 
disposal and the one which is most likely to maximise ultimate sales realisations for the Special 
Liquidators having regard to the public interest.

The Special Liquidators have confirmed that all Borrowers are permitted to buy-out their 
mortgage at par value and that there are no legislative barriers for such Borrowers to do so. 

The decision concerning how the loans will be packaged for sale and what bidders consti-
tute qualifying bidders for the purposes of the sales process is to be made by the Special Liqui-
dators and I will not intervene in this matter.

12/11/2013WRF03125Tax Reliefs Availability

12/11/2013WRF03200110. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if the installation of a rainwa-
ter harvesting system qualifies for the home renovation incentive; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48274/13]

12/11/2013WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget. This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work car-
ried out on a principal private residence.  There is no VAT relief under this scheme. Qualifying 
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expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of 
€5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work 
exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum credit of €4,050 will apply. The credit is pay-
able over the two years following the year in which the work is carried out.  The work must 
commence on or after 1 January 2014 and be carried out during 2014 or 2015.

Homeowners must be Local Property Tax compliant in order to qualify under the Incentive, 
while building contractors must be tax compliant in order to carry out works.  The scheme will 
be administered through Revenue’s online systems. Contractors will be required to inform Rev-
enue in advance of details of works to be carried and will also be required to notify Revenue 
in relation to any payments received in respect of the works. Homeowners will be able to view 
the information provided to Revenue by the contractor through the Revenue electronic systems 
and will also claim the relief through those systems.  The installation of a rainwater harvesting 
system will be included for the purposes of this scheme. 

12/11/2013WRF03350Tax Reliefs Eligibility

12/11/2013WRF03400111. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if any impact assessment 
was conducted to assess the number of additional private health insurance policy holders who 
may no longer maintain their private health insurance policy as a consequence of the tax relief 
changes for private health insurance announced in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48290/13]

12/11/2013WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I should point out that it is the 
standard practice for the Minister for Finance to review all tax expenditures and reliefs in the 
run up to the annual Budget. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the cost of Income Tax relief in respect of medical insurance 
has increased significantly in recent years (estimated at €404 million in 2011, €448 million in 
2012 and €500 million in 2013). 

It would be extremely difficult to estimate the number of individuals who may no longer 
maintain their private health insurance policy as a consequence of the Budget day announce-
ment restricting tax relief in respect of medical insurance premiums. 

The cost of medical insurance increased by 86% between December 2008 and June 2012 
according to the Consumer Price Index.  Despite the increasing cost of the relief, the number of 
policy holders subscribing for medical insurance is estimated to have reduced from 2,297,000 
to 2,123,000 over the same period; a reduction of 174,000 persons, or 7.5%. Hence, demand for 
private medical insurance has been relatively resilient in the face of sharp cost increases. 

Individuals can of course opt for less expensive policies and therefore avoid the impact of 
this measure entirely, which adds further complexity to any attempt to calculate or estimate the 
numbers that might forego medical insurance cover going forward.

12/11/2013WRG00150International Agreements

12/11/2013WRG00200112. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance if a cost benefit analysis has 
been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48320/13]

12/11/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The question of Ireland’s signature and 
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ratification of the Antarctic Treaty and related agreements has been examined in some detail 
by the relevant Departments and Offices concerned.  The Department of Finance has not been 
involved in this process and has not carried out any cost benefit analysis to assess the impact of 
Ireland’s signing of the Treaty.

12/11/2013WRG00350Mortgage Arrears Rate

12/11/2013WRG00400113. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
in County Meath in mortgage arrears; the extent, in months, to which this is the case; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48359/13]

12/11/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank commenced the quar-
terly publication of mortgage and mortgage arrears data from the period ending September 
2009.  The most recent available data, which is for the quarter ending June 2013, indicates that 
12.7% of PDH mortgages and 20.4% of BTL mortgages were in arrears of more than 90 days.  
The full range of published mortgage arrears data is available on the Central Bank’s website, 
www.centralbank.ie.  However, the Central Bank has advised me that it does not publish a geo-
graphical breakdown of its quarterly mortgage arrears statistics.

12/11/2013WRG00550Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

12/11/2013WRG00600114. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the concerns regarding the revised code of conduct on mortgage arrears which many borrow-
ers and non-governmental organisations feel is weighted more heavily in favour of financial 
institutions; and the supports available to genuine borrowers in arrears, particularly arrears on 
mortgages for private principal residences. [48378/13]

12/11/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank’s Code of Conduct 
on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) is a statutory Code issued under Section 117 of the Central Bank 
Act 1989 and lenders are required to comply with the CCMA as a matter of law.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank’s revised CCMA came into effect from 1 
July 2013.  This followed an extensive consultation process where over 200 submissions were 
received from consumers, consumer representative bodies, industry and other representative 
bodies.  A Feedback Document and Consumer Guide to the CCMA have also been published 
on the Central Bank’s website which can be accessed at www.centralbank.ie.  

I am informed by the Central Bank that the CCMA provides an integrated and cohesive 
package of consumer protection measures for borrowers facing or in mortgage arrears.  It seeks 
to deliver on the following principles, to:

- ensure appropriate resolution of each borrower’s arrears situation;

- ensure that lenders deal with borrowers in a fair and transparent manner;

- support and facilitate meaningful engagement between lenders and borrowers; and 

- ensure borrower awareness of the benefits of co-operating with their lender, and the con-
sequences of not co-operating. 

The main changes to the CCMA include:
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- Requirement on lenders to have a communications policy, which must be ratified at Board 
level, that will protect borrowers against unnecessarily frequent contacts and harassment, while 
ensuring that lenders can make the necessary contact to progress resolution of arrears cases;

- A new requirement for lenders to provide the Standard Financial Statement (SFS) at the 
earliest opportunity, and to offer assistance to borrowers with completing it. In addition, lenders 
can now agree with the borrower to put a temporary arrangement in place to prevent the arrears 
from worsening while the full SFS is being completed and assessed;

- Where there is no other sustainable option available, lenders can now offer an arrangement 
to distressed mortgage holders which provides for the removal of the tracker rate, but only as a 
last resort, where the only alternative option is repossession of the home. The arrangement of-
fered must be a long-term, sustainable solution that is affordable for the borrower;

- Co-operating borrowers must now be given at least eight months from the date arrears first 
arise before legal action can commence and at the end of the MARP process, lenders will be re-
quired to provide a three-month notice period to allow co-operating borrowers time to consider 
their options, such as voluntary surrender or an arrangement under the Personal Insolvency Act, 
before legal action can commence;

- Greater clarity around when a borrower is considered to be co-operating and, in recogni-
tion of the serious impact of being classified as not cooperating, a new requirement that lenders 
must provide a warning letter giving at least 20 business days’ notice to the borrower, outlining 
the implications of being classified as not cooperating and providing specific information on 
how to avoid this classification;

Transparency for borrowers has been improved through increased information requirements 
for lenders, including more detail in the MARP booklet on:

- how the alternative repayment arrangements offered by the lender work and their key 
features;

- explanations of other options such as voluntary surrender or trading down;

- explanations of the meaning and implications of not co-operating;

- summary information on a lender’s potential use of confidentiality agreements;

- information on the borrower’s right of appeal;

- a link to keepingyourhome.ie, where borrowers can get further information and assistance; 
and 

- summary of the lender’s communications policy. 

The Central Bank has advised that, where a borrower believes that their lender has not com-
plied with or in any way disregarded the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, 
he/she may make a complaint to their lender.  The lender must seek to resolve the borrower’s 
complaint in line with the complaints handling process set out in provisions 10.7 to 10.12 of the 
Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code.

Each lender must also have an appeals process in place to enable a borrower to appeal in 
relation to a decision of the lender, including:

a) Where an alternative repayment arrangement is offered by a lender and the borrower is 
not willing to enter into the alternative repayment arrangement;
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b) Where a lender declines to offer an alternative repayment arrangement to a borrower; and

c) Where a lender classifies a borrower as not co-operating. 

For this purpose, each lender must establish an Appeals Board to consider and determine 
any such appeals submitted by borrowers.  

If the borrower remains dissatisfied following the outcome from the complaints or appeals 
process, he/she may then refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman who deals in-
dependently with unresolved complaints from consumers about their individual dealings with 
all financial service providers.

12/11/2013WRG00750Residential Institutions Redress Scheme Issues

12/11/2013WRG00800115. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to ensure anybody accused of sexual abuse by victims who have received compensation 
from the redress board do not have access to children. [47892/13]

12/11/2013WRG00900116. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons who have been accused by victims who have received compensation from the redress 
board of sexual abuse. [47893/13]

12/11/2013WRG01000117. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken 
following an accusation by victims of sexual abuse who have received compensation from the 
redress board. [47894/13]

12/11/2013WRG01100118. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the event of 
a victim of sexual abuse receiving compensation from the redress board, if any conditions are 
attached to the compensation; and if victims are allowed to publicly tell their story. [47895/13]

12/11/2013WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 115 to 118, inclusive, together.

The Redress Board was established under the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002 to 
make financial awards to those, who as children were resident in scheduled institutions and who 
have or have had injuries that are consistent with abuse received while resident in the institu-
tions.  Abuse is defined in the 2002 Act and includes physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect and 
any other act or omission which results in serious impairment of the physical or mental health 
or development of the child or serious adverse effects on the child’s behaviour or welfare.  At 
the end of October, the Redress Board had finalised 15,966 applications, resulting in 14,934 
awards.  The Redress Board does not have statistical information on the number of allega-
tions of sexual abuse contained in the applications considered or the number of persons against 
whom allegations were made.     In accordance with section 13(6) of the 2002 Act, an applicant 
who accepts an award from the Redress Board must agree in writing to waive any right of action 
that they may have against the State or a contributing congregation.  Section 13 also allows for 
the payment of awards in instalments.  

Section 28(6) of the 2002 Act provides that a person shall not publish any information con-
cerning an application or an award made under the Act that refers to any other person, including 
an applicant, relevant person or institution by name or which could reasonably lead to the iden-
tification of any other person, including an applicant, a relevant person or an institution referred 
to in an application made under the Act.    The 2002 Act provides that applications coming 
before the Redress Board are treated in a confidential manner.  This confidentiality is required 
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in order to protect the identity of applicants and because the Redress Board, when considering 
an application, is not permitted to address any issue of fault or negligence arising out of the evi-
dence given in an application and is not empowered to make a finding of fact relating to fault or 
negligence in relation to evidence submitted with an application.  Section 28(5) of the 2002 Act 
does provide for the disclosure of information in certain circumstances to the Garda Síochána 
and to an appropriate person within the meaning of the Protections for Persons Reporting Child 
Abuse Act, 1998.

Following publication of the Ryan Report, An Garda Síochána established a dedicated phone 
line for persons who wished to provide information relating to criminal behaviour connected 
with what the report revealed.  As of 22 October, 2013, 181 calls have been received on the 
Garda helpline.  An Garda Síochána carried out investigations and submitted 15 investigation 
files to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  The DPP directed no prosecution in the case 
of fourteen of them.  The DPP directed a prosecution in one case.  One additional investigation 
is nearing completion and will be the subject of submissions to the DPP.

12/11/2013WRG01250Bullying in Schools

12/11/2013WRG01300119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, arising 
from the incidents of bullying reports, a procedure exists where his Department has a par-
ticular responsibility for a structured response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48305/13]

12/11/2013WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that I recently published new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post primary schools.  
These new procedures have been developed following consultation with the relevant education 
partners and replace guidelines that were issued to schools in 1993.   The procedures are de-
signed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school personnel in preventing 
and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils.  They include specific re-
quirements in relation to the use of prevention and education strategies and the consistent inves-
tigation, follow up and recording of bullying behaviour.  There is no requirement that schools 
report incidents of bullying behaviour to my Department.  The procedures however include 
important new oversight arrangements that involve the school Principal reporting regularly to 
the Board of Management and a requirement for the Board to undertake an annual review of 
the school’s anti-bullying policy and its implementation. Confirmation that the annual review 
has been completed must be provided to the parents association and published on the school 
website.  All schools are now required to immediately commence the necessary arrangements 
for developing and formally adopting an anti-bullying policy that fully complies with the re-
quirements of the new procedures.  This is expected to be completed by each school as early as 
possible in the 2013/14 school year but in any event by no later than the end of the second term 
of the 2013/14 school year.

12/11/2013WRG01450Special Educational Needs Equipment Grants

12/11/2013WRG01500120. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
for the provision of therapy beds for pupils with special needs by a school (details supplied) 
in County Galway will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47650/13]

12/11/2013WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Grant aid is available to pri-
mary and post primary schools to fund the purchase of furniture/equipment for educational 
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purposes for special needs pupils.  Changing benches are included in that category.  On the basis 
of the information submitted by the school authority the equipment that they requested grant 
aid for is outside the scope of aid provided by my Department.  The school principal has been 
advised that an application for funding for additional changing benches would be considered. 
To date no such application has been received.

12/11/2013WRG01650Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

12/11/2013WRG01700121. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any changes 
have been made with respect to qualifying criteria in respect of higher education grants and in 
particular for applicants currently in receipt of one parent family payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [47728/13]

12/11/2013WRG01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The main financial support 
available to students attending higher education is my Department’s Student Grant Scheme.  
Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who 
meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, 
approved course, previous academic attainment and means.  There was no change in the quali-
fying criteria for applicants in receipt of the one parent family payment in the Student Grant 
Scheme 2013.

12/11/2013WRG01850School Patronage

12/11/2013WRG01900122. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the patronage of the 
new Balbriggan second level school has been decided; and if not, when a decision will issue. 
[47799/13]

12/11/2013WRG02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The New Schools Establish-
ment Group recently submitted its report to me as part of the patronage determination process 
for the new post-primary schools due to open in 2015 and 2016.  This includes the proposed 
new post-primary school for Balbriggan.  I am considering the Report and I expect to be in a 
position to announce my decision shortly.

12/11/2013WRG02050School Transport Provision

12/11/2013WRG02100123. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Galway, who is in final year in secondary school, has not been 
approved for school transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47820/13]

12/11/2013WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department has ad-
vised that the family in question did not submit their payment details before the deadline date 
for payments.  Unfortunately, by the time payment details were received the service was operat-
ing to capacity in that all of the seats had been allocated.

12/11/2013WRG02250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

12/11/2013WRG02300124. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
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review the special needs assistant supports provided to a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; his views on whether the supports provided to date are adequate; the date on which addi-
tional supports will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47822/13]

12/11/2013WRG02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for 
the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their al-
locations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  

The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June. The NCSE pub-
lished details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now avail-
able on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school on a 
per county basis.  The school referred to by the Deputy currently has 2 approved SNA posts.

I wish to explain that the recruitment and deployment of SNAs within schools are matters 
for the individual Principal/Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in 
a manner which best meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school 
for whom SNA support has been allocated. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as re-
quired, and on the basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA 
support is utilised. Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not 
considered at the time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are 
seeking a revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them. In general, 
a revision to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled 
new pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to 
cater for the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

12/11/2013WRG02450Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRG02500125. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the positon 
regarding a grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; when same will is-
sue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47852/13]

12/11/2013WRG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that in the case of the student 
referred to by the Deputy her application has been assessed and a letter informing her of the 
outcome will issue shortly.

12/11/2013WRG02650Teacher Redeployment
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12/11/2013WRG02700126. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
regarding the appointment of teachers (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47897/13]

12/11/2013WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.   The staffing and redeployment arrangements for all schools are published annually 
on the Department website. The arrangements for the current school year are set out in Circular 
0013/2013 which is available on the website.   My Department has just recently published the 
arrangements for access to the supplementary panel for the 2014/15 school year.  These ar-
rangements are set out in Circular 0057/2013 which is available on the website.  Redeployment 
panels are drawn up on a diocesan basis for Catholic panels, diocesan/united diocesan basis for 
Church of Ireland panels and on a national basis for other patron bodies.  The detail relating to 
numbers on individual redeployment panels is placed on the Department website when the pan-
els are published each year.  My Department updates the progress of the panels on the website 
on a regular basis.  Over the last five years approximately 2,500 surplus permanent teachers 
have been redeployed, an average of 500 each year. Over 4,500 fixed term (temporary/substi-
tute) teachers were placed on supplementary panels during this period (2,800 of which were in 
the last 2 years).   Preparation for the staffing and redeployment process for the 2014/15 school 
year is currently underway in my Department.  The size of the redeployment panels will not be 
known until early in 2014.

12/11/2013WRG02850Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRG02900127. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
that current net voted expenditure in his Department was €114 million behind profile at the end 
of October 2013; if he expects this underspend to continue to the end of 2013; if any unspent 
allocation will be available for any other programmes in 2013; if he anticipates that any under-
spend in 2013 will be greater than the level of cuts his Department made in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47910/13]

12/11/2013WRG03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Net Voted Allocation for 
my Department’s Vote in 2013 is €7.927 billion. In a Vote this size, it is not unusual for actual 
expenditure, at a given point in time, to be at variance with the profile of expenditure prepared 
at the beginning of the year. Net projected current expenditure of €6.186 billion at the end of 
October 2013, was running €114 million or 1.8% behind the profiled figure of €6.3 billion, 
mainly due to the following factors:

a) Superannuation payments were running €56 million (6%) behind profile, with teacher and 
VEC/IOT staff retirements being less than originally profiled. Based on superannuation pay-
ments to date, there could be a possible underspend in the region of €60 million at year-end on 
these subheads. The overall 2013 allocation for superannuation expenditure is €1,128 million;

b) Teacher/SNAs Payrolls were running €20 million (0.6%) behind the profiled figure of 
€3.07 billion; 

c) Grants to Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) in respect of Student Support are run-
ning €17 million (6%) behind the profiled figure of €945 million. This is a timing issue, based 
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on the levels of monies tranched to SUSI. It does not relate to the payment of grants to students. 
It will not result in an end-year underspend;

d) Grants to Universities and Institutes of Technology are running €19 million behind the 
profiled figure. This is a timing issue based on claims received from the Higher Education Au-
thority to date. No end-year underspend is anticipated.

e) Expenditure on a range of other miscellaneous subheads is running €2 million behind 
profile. 

As indicated by me in the context of the announcement of Budget 2014, projected superan-
nuation savings on the Education Vote are being offset against upward pressures in relation to 
final Redress payments to victims of institutional child abuse and additional provision for sup-
porting children with special needs for the current academic year.

My Department is carefully monitoring all expenditure on my Vote as the year-end ap-
proaches and, with careful Vote management, I expect overall expenditure to come in on target.

12/11/2013WRG03050Teacher Recruitment

12/11/2013WRG03100128. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a timetable for the recruitment of new teachers as announced in budget 2014; and if he 
will consider the issue of qualified teachers being unable to complete their probationary period 
as part of the recruitment process.  [47915/13]

12/11/2013WRG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teacher allocations are ap-
proved annually in accordance with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolment.  
Preparation for the staffing and redeployment process for the 2014/15 school year is currently 
underway in my Department.  The staffing arrangements for all schools for the 2014/15 school 
year will be published early in 2014.  The Teaching Council has responsibility for induction and 
probation of both primary and post primary teachers.  If a registered teacher is unable to com-
plete the requirements of a registration condition including probation within the specified peri-
od, the teacher may apply to the Council for an extension to that period.  The Teaching Council 
will be able to advise a teacher in relation to how to proceed should this become relevant to 
him or her.   In addition, a number of measures have been taken to alleviate difficulties for new 
teachers.  Managerial authorities of schools have been directed to recruit unemployed teachers 
ahead of retired ones, in an effort to ease the difficulties for those who cannot find work in the 
profession.  The Department of Social Protection’s JobBridge National Internship Scheme can 
provide newly qualified teachers with opportunities to gain experience and to undertake the 
necessary teaching duties to complete the process of probation.

12/11/2013WRH00150Overseas Students Data

12/11/2013WRH00200129. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of US 
nationals coming here to study in each of the past three years; his plans to grow this number; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47963/13]

12/11/2013WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The United States is a priority 
market for the promotion of Irish education under the Government’s International Education 
Strategy 2010-2015.  Over 8,500 US students studied in Ireland in 2013.  The most recent US 
data from the Institute of International Education, released just yesterday, indicates that Ireland 
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has retained its position as one of the top ten destinations of choice for US “study abroad” 
students (i.e. students who spent part of their programme studying overseas) with 9% growth, 
despite very strong international competition.  7,640 US study abroad students chose to do their 
period of study abroad in Ireland in 2013, compared with 7,007 in 2012 and 6,798 in 2011.

In addition to the study abroad segment, over 1,000 US students came to Ireland on full-
time higher education programmes.

Enterprise Ireland has a US market strategy in place, focusing on increasing both under-
graduate and postgraduate recruitment. The promotional programme includes the Education in 
Ireland Student Ambassador initiative, on-line and print marketing, recruitment fairs and other 
engagement activities, and working with US high schools and universities. These efforts are 
underpinned by market research, and the national effort is undertaken in close collaboration 
with individual higher education institutions.

12/11/2013WRH00350Schools Building Regulations

12/11/2013WRH00400130. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
recommended floor space and play space per pupil in each school; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [48013/13]

12/11/2013WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has produced a suite of technical guidance documents, which are available 
on my Department’s website, www.education.ie, to assist design teams in best practice in the 
design and development of schools in green field site situations. These documents cover all as-
pects of the development of a building project for both internal and external works. The current 
practice is to use a guideline of 80 sq. metres as the standard size for a general primary school 
classroom. This space allows for the inclusion of two en-suite toilets and in room storage. Due 
to the varied nature of subject provision under the post-primary curriculum, the guidelines for 
classroom size in a new or refurbished post-primary school are more complex and can vary 
from 49 sq. metres for a general classroom up to 136 sq. metres for some of the larger specialist 
subject rooms.

In the case of existing schools and given the limitations of existing buildings, site conditions 
and funding availability, it is not always possible to achieve the level of accommodation that is 
provided with a new school design.  For example, ensuring the availability of sufficient play-
ground space can be much more difficult particularly in town and city locations. However, such 
limitations can often be addressed through the use of a school’s general purpose room together 
with the arranging of access to local community facilities and amenities.

12/11/2013WRH00550Higher Education Schemes

12/11/2013WRH00600131. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the total number of recommendations in the National Strategy for Higher Education to 
2030 that have been implemented; if we will further provide an update on each recommenda-
tion implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48024/13]

12/11/2013WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Implementation Plan 
which sets out the actions necessary to implement the recommendations in the National Strat-
egy for Higher Education is available on my Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/
en/The-Education-System/Higher-Education/.  The Plan also identifies the lead organisations 



12 November 2013

445

and the timeframe for implementation of each action.  A detailed progress report on the imple-
mentation of all of the actions in the Plan to the end of 2012 is also available on the website.  
To date in 2013 other measures implemented under the Plan include the major re-organisation 
of the higher education system which I announced in May which will provide for the reduc-
tion in the size of the publicly funded higher education system from 39 to 25 institutions and 
the publication in July of the new performance framework for the higher education system. 
This framework sets out the Government’s national priorities, key system objectives and key 
performance indicators for the period 2014-16.  The configuration report and the performance 
framework are also available on my Department’s website.   

The HEA will report on the performance of the system as a whole to me on annual basis. 
A new process of strategic dialogue to agree performance compacts aligned with performance 
funding with each of the higher education institutions is now being rolled out by the HEA as 
part of the overall framework.

The implementation of a number of the recommendations in the strategy will also require 
amendment to existing legislation and the enactment of new legislation.  The process of draft-
ing this legislation is also underway and I expect to publish the draft Heads of a Technological 
sector Bill before the end of the year.

12/11/2013WRH00750Third Level Funding

12/11/2013WRH00800132. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form for each year since 1996 the total amount of core grants that has been pro-
vided for each third level institution; if he will further provide the total grant in lieu of fees that 
has been provided for each third level institution; if he will further provide the total number of 
Irish citizen third level students here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48025/13]

12/11/2013WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not readily available in my Department.  Officials of my Department have asked 
the Higher Education Authority for details which will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2013WRH00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

12/11/2013WRH01000133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding assistive technology in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48040/13]

12/11/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports. SENOs also make recommendations to my Department 
where assistive technology is required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in 
allocating such support, which is set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013.

In order to qualify for equipment under the assistive technology scheme, a child must have 
been diagnosed with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommen-
dation in a professional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the child 
to access the curriculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is 
insufficient to meet the child’s needs.
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I can confirm that an application for assistive technology support for the child referred to by 
the Deputy has been received in my Department. This application is currently being processed. 
Further information has been requested from the SENO and a response will issue to the school 
as soon as possible thereafter, once this information has been received.

12/11/2013WRH01150School Accommodation

12/11/2013WRH01200134. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that 
prefab accommodation is provided to a school (details supplied) in County Cork in the ab-
sence of any permanent extension to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48101/13]

12/11/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by 
the Deputy has sought approval to retain temporary rented accommodation. In that regard, the 
school last week supplied further information in which it provided details of local arrangements 
in place whereby this accommodation is currently shared with another local school.

This further information is  currently under consideration by my Department and a decision 
will be communicated to the school authorities shortly.

12/11/2013WRH01350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRH01400135. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48110/13]

12/11/2013WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s current Fi-
nancial Management System was introduced in 2003, consequently,  the information requested 
by the Deputy is only available from 2004. Information in respect of years prior to 2004 is not 
readily available and would involve a very significant amount of administrative time to compile.

The relevant information for the period from 2004 to date is outlined in the following table.

 - Deloitte and 
Touche

Price 
Waterhouse

Grant 
Thornton

KPMG Ernst and 
Young

2004 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2005 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2006 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2007 €23,255.25 €84,421.85 Nil Nil Nil
2008 €27,860.25 €995.00 Nil Nil Nil
2009 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2010 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2011 Nil €97,866.01 Nil Nil Nil
2012 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2013 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
TOTAL €51,115.50 €183,282.86 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00

12/11/2013WRH01550Departmental Expenditure
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12/11/2013WRH01600136. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
detail in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48129/13]

12/11/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy in relation to the amounts paid by my Department to the companies to which she 
refers is provided in the following table.

Annual Cumulative amount in Euro to certain named companies 2003-2013.

Year Total
2003 €0.00
2004 €465,596.71
2005 €166,600.86
2006 €430,858.24
2007 €487,671.40
2008 €605,088.88
2009 €610,156.40
2010 €1,012,807.45
2011 €247,648.61
2012 €205,084.34
2013 €119,597.05

12/11/2013WRH01750Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRH01800137. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48153/13]

12/11/2013WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not readily available in the format requested by her. However, I will forward on 
the information sought to the Deputy at an early date.

12/11/2013WRH01950Bullying in Schools

12/11/2013WRH02000138. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
progress made following the introduction of the action plan on bullying in view of the anni-
versary of the death of two young girls who were victims of cyberbullying through a website 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48176/13]

12/11/2013WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Work is progressing well on 
the implementation of the Action Plan on Bullying, which I published in January 2013 with my 
colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.  The Action Plan sets out twelve actions 
to help prevent and tackle bullying in all schools.  These actions focus on support for schools, 
teacher training and awareness raising and aim to ensure that all forms of bullying, including 
cyber bullying, are addressed.

In September, I launched new National Procedures on Anti Bullying which will be adopted 
and implemented by all schools.  The new procedures include a specific reference to cyber bul-
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lying.  I have also made available funding for anti-bullying training for parents which is being 
run jointly by the National Parents Council (primary and post primary).

My Department has supported awareness raising initiatives, including Safer Internet Day 
2013, an initiative on cyber bullying targeted at young people, which will be repeated in 2014.

In addition, the National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) has commissioned research 
which is currently in progress on the prevalence and impact of bullying linked to social media 
on mental health and suicidal behaviour among young people.

Central to promoting safer use of the Internet by young people is a strong commitment to 
changing behaviour and raising the knowledge, skills and attitudes around preventing, respond-
ing to and reporting cyber bullying incidents.  The continued implementation of the Action Plan 
on Bullying will increase capacity in these areas and build on my Department’s current strategy 
to ensure that internet safety is mainstreamed throughout schools’ teaching, learning and other 
practices.  Resources are available on www.webwise.ie and include guidelines on developing 
Acceptable Use Policies.

12/11/2013WRH02150Third Level Staff Issues

12/11/2013WRH02200139. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 48 of 15 October 2013 and the answer received from the Higher 
Education Authority, of the 46 academic staff, if he will provide a breakdown by institution; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48204/13]

12/11/2013WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details of the number of re-
tired academic staff that have been rehired since January 2013 in the higher education sector for 
the academic year 2013/14 are set out in the following table.

Institution No of staff re-hired
University College Dublin 17
National University of Ireland, Galway 1
National University of Ireland, Maynooth 1
Trinity College Dublin 21
University of Limerick 2
St. Patricks College, Drumcondra 3
Dublin Institute of Technology 1
Total 46

12/11/2013WRH02350Tobacco Control Measures

12/11/2013WRH02400140. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mandatory edu-
cational programmes currently operating within the primary and secondary systems which are 
focused on educating children to the dangers of smoking; if he will provide a breakdown of the 
mandatory number of hours of such training that students receive throughout their education; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48206/13]

12/11/2013WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Social, Personal and Health 
Education (SPHE) is currently a compulsory subject in primary schools and at Junior Cycle 
in post primary schools. The SPHE curricula aim to foster self-worth, self -confidence and 
respectful relationships and place a particular emphasis on developing a sense of personal re-
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sponsibility for one’s own behaviour, feelings and actions.

The issue of smoking is addressed in the ‘Personal Safety’ strand of SPHE, in the context of 
equipping students with the skills to recognise and withstand inappropriate peer pressure and to 
identify the dangers of substance abuse. For example, SPHE students at Junior Cycle explore 
the health and social implications of smoking and identify some of the reasons why young 
people smoke. Students are also helped to identify ways in which smoking can be avoided. En-
abling students to make informed decisions and choices is an inherent aim in the teaching and 
learning within SPHE.

SPHE is delivered for 30 minutes per week at primary level, and for approximately 66 hours 
during the three years of junior cycle.

The approach to SPHE is changing at Junior Cycle. As part of the reform of the Junior Cycle 
that was announced by the Minister of Education and Skills in October 2012, the key objectives 
of SPHE are now reflected in a number of ‘Principles’, ‘Statements of Learning’, and skills 
that underpin the new Junior Cycle Framework. As part of the new ‘Well-being’ principle, the 
student experience will “contribute to their physical, mental, emotional and social well-being 
and resilience. Learning takes place in a climate focussed on collective well-being of school, 
community and society”. Under the new Junior Cycle Framework, pupils will be provided with 
opportunities to acquire the relevant skills of ‘Managing Myself’, ‘Staying well’, and ‘Commu-
nicating’. Together the development of these skills will enable pupils to address the challenges 
they face and adapt their skills to different contexts, leading to their positive well-being.

As part of the new Junior Cycle Framework, the NCCA is currently developing a new short 
course in SPHE. The SPHE short course may be delivered for certification purposes and will 
involve an increase in the time allocation for SPHE at Junior Cycle up to 100 hours over the 
three years. This short course is currently open for public consultation. The consultation pro-
cess will close at the end of November. The new short course will be available to schools from 
September 2014. Schools will then have the option to implement the new SPHE short course, or 
to continue to use existing courses or to adopt an alternative approach to meeting their require-
ments in this area.

12/11/2013WRH02550Teaching Qualifications

12/11/2013WRH02600141. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the qualifica-
tions needed for a person to teach a FETAC course.  [48227/13]

12/11/2013WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
FETAC was dissolved in November 2012 and its functions are now performed by Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI).

Before providers can have their programmes of education and training validated by QQI 
they must agree their overall procedures for quality assurance and enhancement. Those proce-
dures address the recruitment and training of staff. The responsibility for ensuring that tutors or 
trainers have the appropriate knowledge, skill and competence to deliver a programme leading 
to an award made by QQI lies with the provider, which operates within an overall quality assur-
ance relationship with QQI, and is subject to monitoring and periodic review by QQI.

It should be noted that teachers who are employed in recognised schools and who teach pro-
grammes leading to QQI awards must have their qualifications recognised by, and be registered 
with, the Teaching Council.
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12/11/2013WRH02750Departmental Correspondence

12/11/2013WRH02800142. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when this 
Deputy may expect a reply to an interim letter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48228/13]

12/11/2013WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I will arrange to have a full 
response issued to the Deputy regarding this matter by the end of this week.

I wish to firstly advise the Deputy that the enrolment of a child in a school is a matter in the 
first instance for the parents of the child and the Board of Management of a school. My Depart-
ment has no role in relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools.

Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, a parent may appeal the refusal to enrol under Sec-
tion 29 of the Education Act, 1998. In such cases the school is obliged to inform parents of 
their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the Secretary 
General of my Department. Where an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, the Secretary General 
of my Department may direct a school to enrol a pupil.

My Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which 
have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is 
enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.

Central to my Department’s approach is the aim that all children with special needs, includ-
ing those with autism, should be provided with a school based provision through a mainstream 
class placement with supports, a special class placement or a placement in a special school 
which caters for children with autism.

You will be aware that children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some chil-
dren are capable of being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching 
or care supports. Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/
or care assistance. Many are best enrolled in autism-specific classes or special schools where 
more intensive and supportive interventions are required. Some may move from one setting to 
another as they get older and differing needs/strengths/abilities emerge.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for assisting parents to 
identify appropriate educational placements for children with special educational needs. Par-
ents may contact their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) directly to discuss 
their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying placement options, 
using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

In addition to the NCSE, the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory 
agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child. The NEWB will try to help parents to find a school placement if their child has been 
unable to secure a school placement to date. The NEWB can be contacted at National Educa-
tional Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 
01-8738700.

12/11/2013WRH02950Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRH03000143. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been refused their fees under the free fees scheme 
in view of the fact that Student Universal Support Ireland has given written confirmation that 
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their fees are covered under the free fees scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48229/13]

12/11/2013WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the case of the student re-
ferred to by the Deputy, I understand that Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is review-
ing her grant application and will be in contact with her in the near future.

12/11/2013WRH03150Departmental Correspondence

12/11/2013WRH03200144. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
reply will issue to an interim letter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48230/13]

12/11/2013WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Arrangements are underway 
in my Department for a response to issue to the correspondence referred to by the Deputy. In 
this regard the Deputy will be aware that guidance is a whole school activity and it does not just 
involve the guidance counsellor. Under existing arrangements each school develops a school 
guidance plan as a means of supporting the needs of its students.

Since September 2012 guidance provision is now being organised by school management 
from within the staffing schedule allocation. In this way principals have discretion to balance 
guidance needs with the pressures to provide subject choice. A framework document was pub-
lished jointly by the Post Primary Management bodies and the NAPD (National Association of 
Principals & Deputies) in September, 2012 to provide guidance for school management in the 
allocation of teaching hours to guidance counselling in post-primary schools in the context of 
the decision in Budget 2012 to withdraw the provision of ex-quota guidance hours to schools. 
This should be of assistance to schools in terms of how they maximise guidance provision.

My Department helped shelter the impact for DEIS post-primary schools by improving their 
standard staffing allocations. All 195 second-level school in DEIS have been given targeted 
support by a more favourable staffing schedule of 18.25:1. This is a 0.75 point reduction com-
pared to the existing PTR of 19:1 that applies in non fee-paying second-level schools (23:1 in 
fee-charging schools).

Confirmation both from initial findings of a recent comprehensive survey by the National 
Centre for Guidance in Education on schools provision for guidance and from schools on the 
ground would suggest that even though there has been a cut in the allocation schools continue 
to prioritise the guidance programme and within it have increased group-work and class-based 
activity at senior cycle. This approach maximises the amount of time available for those pupils 
that need one to one support.

12/11/2013WRH03350Departmental Correspondence

12/11/2013WRH03400145. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
reply will issue to an interim letter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48234/13]

12/11/2013WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the following reply issued on 11 November.

Mr.  Charlie McConalogue TD
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Dáil Éireann,

Dublin 2.

PLEASE QUOTE REF NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE.

Our Ref:  1304578 /SR

    

November 2013

Dear Deputy McConalogue

The Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn, T.D., has asked me to refer again to 
your recent correspondence in relation to BeatBullying Ireland.

In this regard, please find attached a letter which issued to Mr. Niall Cowley of BeatBully-
ing Ireland on the 6th November.

Yours sincerely,

_____________________

Ronnie Ryan

Private Secretary

An Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna

Sráid Maoilbhríde

Baile Atha Cliath 1

Department of Education and Skills

Marlborough Street 

Dublin 1

Mr. Niall Cowley
Group International Director
The BB Group
Rochester House
4 Belvedere Road
London SE192AT
England
6 November 2013

Dear Mr Cowley,

I refer to previous correspondence and meetings in relation to extending the BeatBullying pro-
gramme to Ireland and in particular to the revised proposal of June 2013 forwarded by you to 
my colleague, Deirdre McDonnell.

Your proposal and request for grant aid have been examined in the Department.  Having re-
viewed the proposal, it would not be possible to approve grant aid for the proposed project
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As you will be aware, the Action Plan on Bullying, the Report of the Anti-Bullying Working 
Group to the Minister for Education and Skills, was published in January of this year. Hie Ac-
tion Plan concluded that, taking into account all of die research reviewed and submissions and 
presentations received, no one particular anti-bullying programme should be recommended 
for schools in Ireland to use. Instead, the Action Plan recommended that the emphasis should 
be on the core principles that should underpin a school’s approach to preventing and tackling 
bullying. These form the basis of the new Anti-Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-pri-
mary schools, which were published by the Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn, 
T.D., and made available to schools in September. This approach will be implemented in all 
schools over the coming year. The new procedures are designed to take a whole school ap-
proach to all aspects of bullying, including cyber bullying and issues of diversity and respect 
for difference.

The Action Plan remains the basis for policy on bullying and implementation of the 12 Actions 
is the Department’s current priority.

In the context of this strategy and the need to prioritise work related to implementing the Ac-
tion Plan on Bullying, I regret that it is not possible to provide funding for the BeatBullying 
proposal.

Yours sincerely

Gavan G. O’Leary
Principal Officer
Central Policy Unit

12/11/2013WRJ00150Student Support Schemes Issues

12/11/2013WRJ00200146. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in regard to the resi-
dential qualifications for those applying to Student Universal Support Ireland, if an applicant 
is under 23 years of age on 1 January in the year of entry, or re-entry, to an approved course, 
the applicant is not considered to be living independently of their parents-guardians, even if the 
applicant is not living with them; if this is the case where the applicant has a spouse; if only 
mature students, that is those over the age of 23, who are living away from home are considered 
to be independent applicants and will be assessed as such; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48264/13]

12/11/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For student grants purposes, a 
student may be assessed as an independent student if he/she has attained the age of 23 on the 1 
of January of the year of first entry to an approved post leaving certificate course or an approved 
higher education course, or of re-entry to an approved course following a break in studies of at 
least three years, and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from the previous 1 October. 
Otherwise he/she would continue to be assessed on the basis of his/her parents’ income.

In recognition of the fact that a student under 23 years of age can be estranged from his/
her parents, it is possible under the student grant scheme, as an exceptional measure, for such a 
student to be assessed without reference to his/her parents/guardians income.  However, com-
pelling independent evidence of estrangement must be provided to the grant awarding author-
ity to enable this.  The type of independent evidence includes a letter from a social worker or 
other appropriate officer of the Health Service Executive explaining the circumstances of the 
estrangement. Confirmation that a student is living separately from his/her parents/guardians is 
not sufficient.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
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mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.  I have no plans at 
present to change the eligibility arrangements in respect of students under the age of 23 who 
apply for a student grant.

12/11/2013WRJ00350School Enrolments

12/11/2013WRJ00400147. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a child (details supplied) in Dublin 24 who is unable to obtain a school place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48280/13]

12/11/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion of stu-
dents with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, in order 
to ensure that as many children as possible can be educated with their peers within their own 
community.  My Department therefore provides for a range of placement options and supports 
for schools which have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, 
wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.

Children with special educational needs may be enrolled in a mainstream school and attend 
all mainstream classes and receive additional teaching support through the learning support 
and/or resource teacher, they may enrol in a mainstream school and attend a special class or 
they may enrol in a special school.  The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter in the first 
instance for the parents of the child and the Board of Management of a school.

My Department has no role in relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools.  
The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist par-
ents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.  The NEWB will 
try to help parents to find a school placement if their child has been unable to secure a school 
placement to date. The NEWB can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, Na-
tional Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

In addition, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Special Education Needs 
Organisers (SENOs) can assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for chil-
dren with special educational needs.  Parents may contact their local SENO directly to discuss 
their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying placement options, 
using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE also recently published a Guide for Parents and Guardians of Children and Young 
People with Special Educational Needs on Choosing  a Schools. This guide is also available 
at www.ncse.ie.  Finally, where a parent seeks to enrol their child in a school and that school 
refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of their right under Section 29 
of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my Department. 
Only where an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, may the Secretary General of my Department 
direct a school to enrol a pupil.

12/11/2013WRJ00550Student Support Schemes Issues

12/11/2013WRJ00600148. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
verse the decision of Student Universal Support Ireland which has refused to pay the contribu-
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tion fee in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork who was enrolled in a social 
work degree in USI, having previously moved back to his parents’ house due to ill-health; if he 
feels that it is sufficient that grown adults are refused education funding based on their parents’ 
incomes when they are not guaranteed that their parents will fund a course; the options open 
to students in those circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48312/13]

12/11/2013WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed that the student referred to by the Deputy has appealed the decision of the 
awarding authority to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.  The appeal was received 
by the Board on 31st October 2013 and will be heard within the timeframe set out in the Student 
Support Act 2011.  The student will be notified directly of the outcome of the appeal.  

12/11/2013WRJ00750International Agreements

12/11/2013WRJ00800149. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a cost benefit 
analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic 
treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48318/13]

12/11/2013WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A cost benefit analysis has 
not been undertaken by my Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty.

12/11/2013WRJ00950Apprenticeship Programmes

12/11/2013WRJ01000150. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the report 
and recommendations of the review group which is currently examining the apprenticeship 
scheme will be available; the steps he will take to establish a credible apprenticeship system 
which would facilitate young persons to achieve qualifications in various trades; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48338/13]

12/11/2013WRJ01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
In order to provide a modern and flexible Irish Apprenticeship System, reflective of the relevant 
skills requirements of industry and potential apprentices, my Department is currently in the pro-
cess of carrying out a comprehensive review of the Apprenticeship System.  The independent 
Apprenticeship Review Group has recently met with relevant stakeholders who provided sub-
missions to the Review Group on how best to improve the current apprentice system in order to 
discuss their individual submissions further.  It is expected that the Review Group will produce 
recommendations to my Department by the end of the year.

12/11/2013WRJ01150Health Services Staff Training

12/11/2013WRJ01200151. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to estab-
lish a short term health care assistant traineeship course via SOLAS as offered by other institu-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48361/13]

12/11/2013WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that SOLAS already has an established, validated programme at Level 5 on the 
NFQ titled Healthcare Support, which was previously titled Healthcare Assistant Traineeship.  
This programme is consistent with other Healthcare Assistant programmes, as they are all vali-
dated against QQI-FETAC award requirements and learning outcomes.  The delivery of this 
programme along with other training programmes will be considered as part of the SOLAS 
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planning process for 2014.

12/11/2013WRJ01350Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest

12/11/2013WRJ01400152. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he intends to use FEMPI as a negotiating tool for all future contracts in view of the fact that 
it was introducted in during an emergency; his views on whether the emergency is not over 
pending final exit from the bailout programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47778/13]

12/11/2013WRJ01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under Sec-
tion 12 of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013, as Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, I am required to review the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts 2009 to 2013 annually.  The review determines their operation, effec-
tiveness and impact, having regard to the overall economic conditions of the State and national 
competitiveness.  The review also considers whether or not any of the provisions of the Acts 
continue to be necessary having regard to the revenues of the State and commitments in respect 
of public service pay and pensions.  The outcome of the review is laid before each House of the 
Oireachtas.  The next review is required in June 2014.

12/11/2013WRJ01550Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

12/11/2013WRJ01600153. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
protect subcontractors whose companies are jeopardised by the main contractor failing to pay 
their invoices in a timely manner, undermining the viability of these companies and threatening 
the jobs in them. [47805/13]

12/11/2013WRJ01700154. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
protect sub contractors on cases of large State contracts where the main contractor is fully paid, 
but leaves subcontractors unpaid jeopardising these smaller companies and their employees. 
[47804/13]

12/11/2013WRJ01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 153 and 154 together.  

Under a public contract the contractual relationship is between the public body and the main 
contractor.  A public body has no contractual ties with a subcontractor engaged by a main con-
tractor.  Any contractual relationship is exclusively a matter between the main contractor and 
its sub-contractor.

The general issue of policy relating to payments between businesses is a matter for my col-
league Richard Bruton TD, Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  The rules governing 
prompt payment have been transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Late Pay-
ment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 580 of 2012).  This legislation 
acts as a deterrent to late payment by establishing a clear expectation in law that payment will 
be made according to agreed terms.  It lays down specific deadlines for the payment of invoices 
and establishes a right to compensation in the event of late payment in all commercial transac-
tions, whether they relate to public or private transactions.

The enforcement of contractual rights, including any rights and obligations provided for by 
the Regulations, is a matter for individual suppliers.  If the purchaser refuses to pay prompt/
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late payment interest and compensation to the supplier, then the supplier can seek their own 
legal advice on the matter.  The supplier can also decide not to pursue prompt/late payment and 
compensation from a purchaser if he/she so wishes but is legally entitled to claim where such 
payment would apply.  I am informed by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
that the Regulations do not provide for any enforcement role for that Department in respect of 
these matters.

I would add that I am keenly aware of the difficulties being experienced by sub-contractors 
in this current economic climate.  In this regard, my colleague, Minister of State Brian Hayes 
TD worked with Senator Fergal Quinn earlier this year on the development of the Construction 
Contracts Bill which was enacted on 29 July 2013 (Construction Contracts Act No 34. 2013).

The Act seeks to address the issue of non-payment to construction contractors who have 
completed work on construction contracts by setting minimum standards for the payment provi-
sions in construction contracts (whether the contracts are written or otherwise).  In addition, if 
a payment dispute arises, then the Act also provides for a swift and cost effective adjudication 
process.  This will provide a route for sub-contractors to achieve redress in the event that non-
payment occurs. 

The Construction Contracts Act (relating to construction Contractors and sub-contractors) 
operates outside the Prompt Payment Legislation, in that the Construction Contracts Act pro-
vides further protections on prompt payment, but, the Prompt Payment legislation does apply 
to contractors and sub-contractors also. 

The Action Plan for Jobs 2013 contains commitments in respect of a Code of Conduct on 
Prompt Payments to improve cash flow for business and to take steps to enhance awareness of 
the need for prompt payments by all elements of business.  This Code which is currently being 
finalised by the various business representative bodies with the support of  the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, is aimed at improving cash flow between businesses and also 
helping address the culture of late payments in Ireland.

In addition my colleague, John Perry, T.D, Minister for Small Business recently announced 
a national Late Payment Information Campaign, which will start on the 9th December in Dublin 
before being rolled out to other parts of the country early in the New Year.

12/11/2013WRJ01850Flood Prevention Measures

12/11/2013WRJ01900155. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fol-
lowing works carried out by the Office of Public Works to a bridge near a person’s land (details 
supplied) in County Galway, his plans to rectify the drainage issues causing flooding to this 
person’s property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47920/13]

12/11/2013WRJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Following an inspection of the site earlier this year, drainage maintenance staff from 
the Office of Public Works have recently unblocked the culvert at this location. Maintenance of 
the channel was carried out in 2012, and the next scheduled maintenance is in 2016.

The works carried out by the OPW on the bridge at this location have not caused or contrib-
uted to the drainage problem. The levels of water in this channel flow to a swallow hole, which 
in turn flows underground. When the underground flow path fills to capacity there is nowhere 
for the water to go. The swallow hole determines the water levels in the channel. I understand 
that there is no readily available solution to improve the drainage of these lands and, therefore, 
the OPW will not be carrying out any further works at this location, apart from maintenance.
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12/11/2013WRJ02050Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRJ02100156. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide in tabular form, for each year since his Department was formally established, 
the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48083/13]

12/11/2013WRJ02200157. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48114/13]

12/11/2013WRJ02300158. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will detail in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48135/13]

12/11/2013WRJ02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 156 to 158, inclusive, together.  

In response to the Deputy’s questions I can confirm that, since the formation of my Depart-
ment in July 2011, no payments were made to any of the companies you inquired about with 
the exception of the following:

Company Name Year Amount
Deloitte 2013 €209,541.38
 - 2012   €87,330.00
 - 2011   €65,914.75
Grant Thornton 2013   €24,206.40
 - 2012   €31,586.40

12/11/2013WRJ02450Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRJ02500159. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide in tabular form, for each year since the Department was formally established, 
the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48147/13]

12/11/2013WRJ02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The follow-
ing table sets out the amounts paid to senior counsels by my Department since it was formally 
established.

2011 2012 2013 Total
0 71,678.25 81,508.41 153,186.66

12/11/2013WRJ02650Public Procurement Regulations

12/11/2013WRJ02700160. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the procedure to be followed by a public body to obtain a derogation from public procurement 
rules in order to include a social clause to favour long term unemployed and apprenticeship and 
training as part of the enforceable contract performance conditions in services and works con-
tracts which it awards to third parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48219/13]
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12/11/2013WRJ02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
may be aware that a provisional agreement on the Public Procurement Package (Classical Di-
rective, Utilities Directive and Concessions Directive) was reached under the Irish Presidency 
of the European Council.  The inclusion of social considerations in public procurement proce-
dures, specifically at the contract award stage, is an issue that is being addressed in the reform 
of the procurement directives. In this regard, the revised directive, when implemented, should 
provide greater scope and legal clarity in relation to the use of social criteria at contract award 
stage.

Notwithstanding the publication of the revised procurement directives, the use of a social 
clause requiring a building contractor to recruit a certain percentage of those employed on a 
public works construction site from the ranks of the long term unemployed is being piloted on a 
limited number of schools projects under the Devolved Schools Programme being procured by 
the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) on behalf of the Department of Education 
and Skills.  Tenders are currently being evaluated on the first bundle of schools being procured 
under this Programme.  Once the first contract is awarded, the monitoring phase of the pilot 
programme can commence to ensure that the mechanisms included in the revisions to the con-
tract are measuring and monitoring the targeted benefits during the execution of the contract.

Where clauses are included in a contract requiring the successful tenderer to employ a cer-
tain number of workers as part of the performance of a contract, this must be monitored both 
to establish the success of the initiative but also because such a measure comes at a cost to the 
contractor. Were it to be ignored post-award then unsuccessful tenderers could legitimately 
challenge the award of the contract on the basis that their tender included the actual cost of 
complying with the requirement of the contract which was not reflected in the performance of 
the contract.

Once this phase is completed the contract amendments necessary to meet these requirements 
will be included in the €1.5 billion, PPP element of the €2.25 billion Stimulus Programme that 
I announced in July 2012.  However it is not intended to include the amendments incorporating 
these social clauses in the public works contracts generally since there is a substantial risk that 
doing so would cause considerable displacement of those already in employment.  The Stimu-
lus Programme represents an additional Government spending commitment on top of the €17 
billion funding contained in the ‘Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012 – 2016’ published 
in November 2011.  Those projects funded under the Stimulus Programme that are not PPP 
projects may apply the amended forms of contract, provided they are of an appropriate scale, 
but must first seek the sanction of the Government Contracts Committee for Construction to 
depart from the standard form of public works contract.

12/11/2013WRJ02850International Agreements

12/11/2013WRJ02900161. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing 
the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48325/13]

12/11/2013WRJ03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I am not aware of any administrative burdens that would necessitate a 
cost benefit analysis to be undertaken by my Department resulting from the impact of Ireland 
signing the Antarctic treaty.

12/11/2013WRJ03050Jobs Data
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12/11/2013WRJ03100162. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide a breakdown by county in tabular form of the jobs created, jobs lost and net jobs 
created here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47719/13]

12/11/2013WRJ03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
Tables set out the number of jobs created, jobs lost, net jobs created, in each county, in respect 
of client companies of: Enterprise Ireland; County Enterprise Boards and IDA Ireland over the 
past seven years, i.e.  in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 including a breakdown 
of full time and part time jobs.

Appendix 1 sets out the statistical figures for Enterprise Ireland. The Forfas Annual Employ-
ment Survey 2012 is the active time series and is the source for the attached data. The sample of 
companies changes year on year. As companies enter the population or have transferred agency, 
companies have the opportunity to revisit the employment numbers for the previous year when 
they are filling out the survey.

Appendix 2 sets out the statistical figures for the County Enterprise Boards (CEBs) (Tables 
1-4).  It should be noted that prior to 2010, CEBs could only report on the number of jobs ex-
isting in CEB-supported companies. In 2010, the CEBs’ data recording system was changed 
thereby enabling them to produce figures for jobs existing, job gains and job losses for the years 
from 2010 onwards.

Appendix 3 sets out the statistical figures for IDA Ireland.

Appendix 1 - List of Full and Part Time Jobs in Enterprise Ireland supported Com-
panies

County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Carlow Full Time 

Jobs
2,582 2,506 2,423 1,965 1,952 2,106 2,137

Carlow Full Time 
Gains

267 194 223 40 225 253 152

Carlow Full Time 
Losses

-147 -270 -306 -498 -238 -99 -121

Carlow Full Time 
Change

120 -76 -83 -458 -13 154 31

Carlow Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

152 189 164 158 200 204 190

Cavan Full Time 
Jobs

4,570 4,682 4,645 3,995 3,925 4,021 4,151

Cavan Full Time 
Gains

446 265 335 89 196 369 374

Cavan Full Time 
Losses

-711 -153 -372 -739 -266 -273 -244

Cavan Full Time 
Change

-265 112 -37 -650 -70 96 130

Cavan Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

159 179 165 223 315 366 396

Clare Full Time 
Jobs

1,808 1,907 1,812 1,547 1,618 1,552 1,580

Clare Full Time 
Gains

211 214 86 50 202 94 133
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County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Clare Full Time 

Losses
-123 -115 -181 -315 -131 -160 -105

Clare Full Time 
Change

88 99 -95 -265 71 -66 28

Clare Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

116 183 175 200 227 270 194

Cork Full Time 
Jobs

19,934 19,528 19,408 17,287 16,411 17,784 18,629

Cork Full Time 
Gains

1,680 1,722 1,320 1,143 1,160 1,997 1,663

Cork Full Time 
Losses

-2,403 -2,128 -1,440 -3,264 -2,036 -624 -818

Cork Full Time 
Change

-723 -406 -120 -2,121 -876 1,373 845

Cork Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

2,069 1,880 1,959 1,999 1,950 2,144 2,199

Donegal Full Time 
Jobs

3,329 3,535 3,342 2,767 2,662 2,784 2,655

Donegal Full Time 
Gains

485 486 270 164 218 301 180

Donegal Full Time 
Losses

-296 -280 -463 -739 -323 -179 -309

Donegal Full Time 
Change

189 206 -193 -575 -105 122 -129

Donegal Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

551 569 574 659 665 722 706

Dublin Full Time 
Jobs

54,105 56,328 54,961 50,318 48,859 49,477 50,159

Dublin Full Time 
Gains

7,457 6,423 4,704 3,864 4,535 3,938 4,097

Dublin Full Time 
Losses

-3,786 -4,200 -6,071 -8,507 -5,994 -3,320 -3,415

Dublin Full Time 
Change

3,671 2,223 -1,367 -4,643 -1,459 618 682

Dublin Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

7,058 7,296 7,373 8,167 9,588 11,854 11,612

Galway Full Time 
Jobs

6,174 6,393 6,107 5,470 5,494 5,901 6,063

Galway Full Time 
Gains

835 818 532 386 617 855 572

Galway Full Time 
Losses

-609 -599 -818 -1,023 -593 -448 -410

Galway Full Time 
Change

226 219 -286 -637 24 407 162

Galway Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

459 538 666 650 653 908 1,119

Kerry Full Time 
Jobs

3,599 3,536 3,415 3,156 3,092 3,230 3,318
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County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Kerry Full Time 

Gains
217 255 260 172 142 232 194

Kerry Full Time 
Losses

-343 -318 -381 -431 -206 -94 -106

Kerry Full Time 
Change

-126 -63 -121 -259 -64 138 88

Kerry Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

414 336 470 445 514 503 478

Kildare Full Time 
Jobs

5,279 5,068 4,736 4,698 4,450 5,160 5,450

Kildare Full Time 
Gains

342 388 351 476 295 1,082 534

Kildare Full Time 
Losses

-278 -599 -683 -514 -543 -372 -244

Kildare Full Time 
Change

64 -211 -332 -38 -248 710 290

Kildare Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

417 426 410 351 546 655 632

Kilkenny Full Time 
Jobs

3,704 3,932 3,722 3,071 2,920 2,869 3,089

Kilkenny Full Time 
Gains

261 346 176 74 140 150 320

Kilkenny Full Time 
Losses

-232 -118 -386 -725 -291 -201 -100

Kilkenny Full Time 
Change

29 228 -210 -651 -151 -51 220

Kilkenny Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

526 492 448 492 581 570 580

Laois Full Time 
Jobs

1,429 1,466 1,390 1,106 1,059 991 929

Laois Full Time 
Gains

189 124 93 23 76 158 76

Laois Full Time 
Losses

-32 -87 -169 -307 -123 -226 -138

Laois Full Time 
Change

157 37 -76 -284 -47 -68 -62

Laois Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

93 74 62 101 96 107 182

Leitrim Full Time 
Jobs

802 767 726 575 537 536 574

Leitrim Full Time 
Gains

65 39 44 11 31 46 54

Leitrim Full Time 
Losses

-73 -74 -85 -162 -69 -47 -16

Leitrim Full Time 
Change

-8 -35 -41 -151 -38 -1 38

Leitrim Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

136 54 51 59 71 71 62
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County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Limerick Full Time 

Jobs
7,925 7,888 7,311 6,337 6,113 6,048 6,279

Limerick Full Time 
Gains

2,165 810 498 344 418 289 684

Limerick Full Time 
Losses

-640 -847 -1,075 -1,318 -642 -354 -453

Limerick Full Time 
Change

1,525 -37 -577 -974 -224 -65 231

Limerick Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

609 533 580 678 723 693 745

Longford Full Time 
Jobs

1,821 1,884 1,864 1,693 1,575 1,529 1,557

Longford Full Time 
Gains

164 136 141 120 74 86 116

Longford Full Time 
Losses

-323 -73 -161 -291 -192 -132 -88

Longford Full Time 
Change

-159 63 -20 -171 -118 -46 28

Longford Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

67 76 73 124 132 121 120

Louth Full Time 
Jobs

5,100 5,409 5,257 4,523 4,247 4,225 4,328

Louth Full Time 
Gains

557 672 472 205 255 389 299

Louth Full Time 
Losses

-215 -363 -624 -939 -531 -411 -196

Louth Full Time 
Change

342 309 -152 -734 -276 -22 103

Louth Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

591 462 489 563 662 741 681

Mayo Full Time 
Jobs

3,412 3,440 3,297 3,106 2,942 3,127 3,054

Mayo Full Time 
Gains

317 426 289 203 144 716 197

Mayo Full Time 
Losses

-123 -398 -432 -394 -308 -531 -270

Mayo Full Time 
Change

194 28 -143 -191 -164 185 -73

Mayo Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

195 194 262 327 338 343 362

Meath Full Time 
Jobs

5,330 5,007 4,740 4,294 4,288 4,450 4,771

Meath Full Time 
Gains

1,078 686 325 350 301 362 615

Meath Full Time 
Losses

-272 -1,009 -592 -796 -307 -200 -294

Meath Full Time 
Change

806 -323 -267 -446 -6 162 321
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County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Meath Contract/

Part Time 
Jobs

550 406 485 558 681 772 597

Monaghan Full Time 
Jobs

4,812 4,793 4,093 3,236 3,195 3,311 3,463

Monaghan Full Time 
Gains

529 322 341 74 252 391 294

Monaghan Full Time 
Losses

-265 -341 -1,041 -931 -293 -275 -142

Monaghan Full Time 
Change

264 -19 -700 -857 -41 116 152

Monaghan Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

220 241 228 241 309 361 408

Offaly Full Time 
Jobs

3,050 3,050 3,353 2,749 2,730 2,731 2,699

Offaly Full Time 
Gains

440 304 689 100 266 173 139

Offaly Full Time 
Losses

-121 -304 -386 -704 -285 -172 -171

Offaly Full Time 
Change

319 0 303 -604 -19 1 -32

Offaly Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

147 171 174 224 165 199 193

Roscom-
mon

Full Time 
Jobs

1,931 1,998 1,646 1,323 1,191 1,165 1,119

Roscom-
mon

Full Time 
Gains

112 220 39 37 46 108 29

Roscom-
mon

Full Time 
Losses

-251 -153 -391 -360 -178 -134 -75

Roscom-
mon

Full Time 
Change

-139 67 -352 -323 -132 -26 -46

Roscom-
mon

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

121 79 66 97 140 125 106

Sligo Full Time 
Jobs

1,626 1,622 1,560 1,271 1,281 1,332 1,508

Sligo Full Time 
Gains

139 107 87 74 131 140 247

Sligo Full Time 
Losses

-122 -111 -149 -363 -121 -89 -71

Sligo Full Time 
Change

17 -4 -62 -289 10 51 176

Sligo Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

126 153 186 286 198 191 130

Tipperary 
North 
Riding

Full Time 
Jobs

2,905 3,089 2,522 2,166 2,221 2,293 2,162

Tipperary 
North 
Riding

Full Time 
Gains

203 297 91 23 161 127 49



12 November 2013

465

County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Tipperary 
North 
Riding

Full Time 
Losses

-163 -113 -658 -379 -106 -55 -180

Tipperary 
North 
Riding

Full Time 
Change

40 184 -567 -356 55 72 -131

Tipperary 
North 
Riding

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

74 70 141 212 287 273 317

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

Full Time 
Jobs

3,032 3,444 3,373 2,837 2,641 2,187 2,151

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

Full Time 
Gains

167 520 321 56 80 123 81

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

Full Time 
Losses

-230 -108 -392 -592 -276 -577 -117

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

Full Time 
Change

-63 412 -71 -536 -196 -454 -36

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

311 359 332 275 333 359 383

Waterford Full Time 
Jobs

5,214 5,503 5,093 3,914 3,919 4,217 4,063

Waterford Full Time 
Gains

419 804 492 317 431 909 692

Waterford Full Time 
Losses

-199 -515 -902 -1,496 -426 -611 -846

Waterford Full Time 
Change

220 289 -410 -1,179 5 298 -154

Waterford Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

430 607 500 478 558 455 414

Westmeath Full Time 
Jobs

2,895 2,943 2,948 2,242 2,151 2,181 2,352

Westmeath Full Time 
Gains

394 238 379 92 154 340 275

Westmeath Full Time 
Losses

-140 -190 -374 -798 -245 -310 -104

Westmeath Full Time 
Change

254 48 5 -706 -91 30 171

Westmeath Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

234 224 174 285 242 231 240

Wexford Full Time 
Jobs

4,342 4,330 4,250 4,010 3,942 3,793 3,881

Wexford Full Time 
Gains

588 311 368 310 222 191 385

Wexford Full Time 
Losses

-230 -323 -448 -550 -290 -340 -297

Wexford Full Time 
Change

358 -12 -80 -240 -68 -149 88
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County Data 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Wexford Contract/

Part Time 
Jobs

337 390 442 495 518 481 521

Wicklow Full Time 
Jobs

4,459 4,326 3,928 3,263 3,137 3,122 3,339

Wicklow Full Time 
Gains

165 285 265 91 215 204 410

Wicklow Full Time 
Losses

-270 -418 -663 -756 -341 -219 -193

Wicklow Full Time 
Change

-105 -133 -398 -665 -126 -15 217

Wicklow Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

376 475 620 540 564 518 424

Total Full Time 
Jobs

165,169 168,374 161,922 142,919 138,552 142,122 145,460

Total Full Time 
Gains

19,892 17,412 13,191 8,888 10,987 14,023 12,861

Total Full Time 
Losses

-12,597 -14,207 -19,643 -27,891 -15,354 -10,453 -9,523

Total Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

16,538 16,656 17,269 18,887 21,256 24,237 23,991

Appendix 2

Table 1:  County Enterprise Boards Employment Statistics 2012

CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Gains Full Time 
Losses

Net Full Time 
Gains/ Losses

Carlow 1258 415 254 -94 160
Cavan 1071 436 138 -131 7
Clare 1255 599 200 -120 80
Cork City 796 114 52 -52 0
Cork North 400 77 59 -30 29
Cork South 1089 256 179 -108 71
Cork West 638 350 83 -77 6
Donegal 1578 856 131 -311 -180
Dublin City 2067 552 382 -364 18
Dublin Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

1802 839 337 -64 273

Dublin Fingal 1237 491 240 -205 35
Dublin South 1076 441 168 -113 55
Galway County/
City

1556 169 124 -165 -41

Kerry 1236 749 316 -369 -53
Kildare 800 313 133 -160 -27
Kilkenny 775 204 84 -155 -71
Laois 652 344 69 -99 -30
Leitrim 340 183 35 -45 -10
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CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Gains Full Time 
Losses

Net Full Time 
Gains/ Losses

Limerick City 654 270 100 -151 -51
Limerick 
County

1058 192 73 -81 -8

Longford 831 265 79 -100 -21
Louth 866 441 148 -177 -29
Mayo 1000 329 43 -50 -7
Meath 1107 341 175 -94 81
Monaghan 902 386 120 -155 -35
Offaly 742 294 75 -90 -15
Roscommon 612 258 81 -106 -25
Sligo 813 475 117 -87 30
Tipperary(NR) 365 160 41 -125 -84
Tipperary(SR) 706 325 53 -17 36
Waterford City 665 265 76 -106 -30
Waterford 
County

590 204 110 -105 5

WestMeath 1022 379 130 -218 -88
Wexford 1193 445 269 -163 106
Wicklow 678 653 184 -115 69
Grand Total 33430 13070 4858 -4602 256

Table 2:  County Enterprise Boards Employment Statistics 2011

CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Gains Full Time 
Losses

Net Full Time

Gains/ Losses
Carlow 1098 324 190 -138 52
Cavan 1062 392 154 -124 30
Clare 1175 668 56 -33 23
Cork City 796 109 41 -108 -67
Cork North 371 77 57 -105 -48
Cork South 1018 214 164 -139 25
Cork West 632 364 77 -94 -17
Donegal 1758 700 310 -316 -6
Dublin City 2062 478 293 -186 107
Dublin Dun 
Laoghaire
/Rathdown

1063 414 159 -117 42

Dublin Fingal 1202 512 98 -84 14
Dublin South 1006 389 122 -82 40
Galway County/
City

1597 136 250 -711 -461

Kerry 1289 918 348 -368 -20
Kildare 830 345 106 -208 -102
Kilkenny 846 255 151 -147 4
Laois 682 319 136 -160 -24
Leitrim 336 184 61 -117 -56
Limerick City 743 253 174 -140 34
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CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Gains Full Time 
Losses

Net Full Time

Limerick 
County

1033 205 190 -135 55

Longford 852 248 117 -130 -13
Louth 895 447 255 -241 14
Mayo 1007 328 63 -163 -100
Meath 1026 254 358 -163 195
Monaghan 937 363 111 -121 -10
Offaly 760 327 224 -95 129
Roscommon 654 278 107 -94 13
Sligo 783 444 121 -101 20
Tipperary(NR) 449 147 88 -48 40
Tipperary(SR) 667 321 77 -251 -174
Waterford City 590 226 178 -186 -8
Waterford 
County

589 174 59 -80 -21

WestMeath 1111 418 188 -211 -23

Wexford 1088 478 167 -255 -88
Wicklow 607 591 81 -250 -169
Grand Total 32614 12300 5331 -5901 -570

Table 3: County Enterprise Boards Employment Statistics 2010

CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Jobs 
Gains

Full Time Jobs 
Losses

Net Full 
TimeGains/ 
Losses

Carlow 1046 397 160 -56 104
Cavan 1063 414 205 -185 20
Clare 1150 637 69 -62 7
Cork City 856 100 63 -133 -70
Cork North 419 84 24 -128 -104
Cork South 993 193 102 -83 19
Cork West 649 306 65 -49 16
Donegal 1676 610 188 -232 -44
Dublin City 1975 510 468 -780 -312
Dublin Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

1021 518 318 -158 160

Dublin Fingal 1186 369 110 -157 -47
Dublin South 966 379 136 -84 52
Galway County/
City

2056 150 149 -311 -162

Kerry 1301 824 287 -224 63
Kildare 932 298 169 -130 39
Kilkenny 842 207 72 -69 3
Laois 654 199 80 -165 -85
Leitrim 392 150 42 -44 -2
Limerick City 699 253 105 -122 -17
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CEB Full Time 
Employees

Part Time 
Employees

Full Time Jobs 
Gains

Full Time Jobs 
Losses

Net Full 
TimeGains/ 
Losses

Limerick 
County

976 141 75 -47 28

Longford 863 247 111 -135 -24
Louth 894 375 87 -50 37
Mayo 1137 423 212 -157 55
Meath 766 234 80 -228 -148
Monaghan 946 333 106 -55 51
Offaly 630 318 56 -84 -28
Roscommon 634 279 43 -135 -92
Sligo 767 346 125 -91 34
Tipperary(NR) 409 165 66 -161 -95
Tipperary(SR) 854 381 96 -11 85
Waterford City 569 205 82 -128 -46
Waterford 
County

612 156 96 -116 -20

WestMeath 1126 320 166 -144 22
Wexford 1174 432 151 -150 1
Wicklow 761 529 146 -94 52
Grand Total 32994 11482 4510 -4958 -448

Table 4: County Enterprise Boards Employment Statistics 2006 - 2009

Number of jobs 
existing in CEB 
supported companies

2006 2007 2008 2009

Carlow 887.50 920.00 924.00 843.0 
Cavan 941.50 1,067.00 1,075.50 947.0
Clare 1,440.50 1,555.00 1,496.50 1,417.5
Cork City 685.00 916.00 892.00 770.5
Cork North 394.00 461.50 462.00 387.0
Cork South 902.50 996.50 942.50 916.0
Cork West 682.50 689.50 643.50 571.0 
Donegal 1,384.50 1,629.50 1,816.50 1,688.0
Dublin City 1,514.50 1,548.00 1,811.00 1,873.0 
Fingal 866.00 991.50 1,061.00 1,050.0
South Dublin 966.00 990.50 954.00 855.5
DunLaoghaire/
Rathdown

605.00 776.50 851.00 807.0 

Galway City & Co. 1,493.00 1,716.00 1,688.00 1,743.0 
Kerry 922.00 981.00 1,089.00 1,170.50
Kildare 857.00 1,004.50 975.00 897.5
Kilkenny 865.50 784.50 782.50 664.0
Laois 950.00 953.00 848.50 656.0
Leitrim 430.50 396.00 368.50 300.5
Limerick City 840.50 946.00 682.50 590.5 
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Number of jobs 
existing in CEB 
supported companies

2006 2007 2008 2009

Limerick Co. 946.00 922.50 890.00 842.0
Longford 733.50 788.50 787.00 745.0
Louth 1,293.00 1,198.00 1,212.50 973.5
Mayo 1,249.00 1,295.00 1,314.50 1,223.0
Meath 1,062.50 1,064.50 1,026.00 908.0
Monaghan 993.50 1,061.50 912.00 873.5
Offaly 833.00 930.50 792.00 593.5 
Roscommon 836.00 895.00 853.50 620.0 
Sligo 713.50 756.50 788.00 735.0
Tipperary NR 549.50 574.50 519.50 413.0
Tipperary SR 687.50 809.50 783.50 655.5 
Waterford City 866.50 832.00 809.50 662.0
Waterford Co 636.00 665.50 587.50 547.0
Westmeath 1,139.00 1,220.00 1,131.00 1,004.5 
Wexford 1,318.00 1,405.50 1,252.00 1,076.0
Wicklow 794.50 804.00 789.00 707.5
Totals 32,279.00 34,545.50 33,811.00 30,726.50 

Appendix 3 - IDA Ireland Employment Statistics

County Employment 
Data

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Cavan Total New 
Jobs Created

15 21 -17 12 80 -3 0

Cavan Job Losses -63 -2 -26 -56 -50 -22 -39
Cavan Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-48 19 -43 -44 30 -25 -39

Louth Total New 
Jobs Created

213 -7 79 -33 89 225 390

Louth Job Losses -287 -172 -212 -245 -337 -58 -45
Louth Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-74 -179 -133 -278 -248 167 345

Monaghan Total New 
Jobs Created

61 -34 -19 6 42 19 6

Monaghan Job Losses -3 -16 -14 -17 -14 -82 -10
Monaghan Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

58 -50 -33 -11 28 -63 -4

Donegal Total New 
Jobs Created

-63 189 41 81 245 274 140

Donegal Job Losses -644 -116 -48 -28 -216 -22 -18
Donegal Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-707 73 -7 53 29 252 122
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County Employment 
Data

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Leitrim Total New 
Jobs Created

-4 -56 130 -33 77 26 -37

Leitrim Job Losses -117 -50 -43 -30 -81 -199 -152
Leitrim Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-121 -106 87 -63 -4 -173 -189

Sligo Total New 
Jobs Created

238 44 83 73 71 177 86

Sligo Job Losses -149 -255 -64 -137 -244 -51 -138
Sligo Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

89 -211 19 -64 -173 126 -52

Laois Total New 
Jobs Created

20 -7 -3 19 14 2 -1

Laois Job Losses -46 -43 -20 -11 -1 -27 -23
Laois Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-26 -50 -23 8 13 -25 -24

Longford Total New 
Jobs Created

173 -9 27 9 23 -11 31

Longford Job Losses -20 -79 -88 -74 -127 -50 0
Longford Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

153 -88 -61 -65 -104 -61 31

Offaly Total New 
Jobs Created

106 -17 112 -42 -37 53 55

Offaly Job Losses -76 -91 -48 -127 -284 -78 -1
Offaly Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

30 -108 64 -169 -321 -25 54

Roscommon Total New 
Jobs Created

31 17 40 32 -31 84 64

Roscommon Job Losses -14 -30 0 -91 -63 -12 0
Roscommon Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

17 -13 40 -59 -94 72 64

Westmeath Total New 
Jobs Created

226 369 175 77 221 147 318

Westmeath Job Losses -278 -245 -222 -480 -40 -56 -30
Westmeath Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-52 124 -47 -403 181 91 288

Galway Total New 
Jobs Created

903 486 -247 89 868 1,898 993

Galway Job Losses -563 -619 -764 -1,047 -510 -169 -297
Galway Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

340 -133 -1,011 -958 358 1,729 702

Mayo Total New 
Jobs Created

202 204 112 54 71 149 162

Mayo Job Losses -102 -83 -126 -159 -19 -87 -58
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County Employment 
Data

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Mayo Total Net 
Change in 
Employment

100 121 -14 -105 52 62 20

Clare Total New 
Jobs Created

1 28 174 43 23 70 66

Clare Job Losses -52 -35 -16 -93 -21 -40 -28
Clare Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-51 -7 158 -50 2 30 29

Limerick Total New 
Jobs Created

-625 -90 -1,599 -492 -22 242 592

Limerick Job Losses -256 -452 -694 -2,519 -428 -133 -99
Limerick Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

705 54 -1,717 -2,667 -124 109 502

Tipperary North Total New 
Jobs Created

21 5 0 -137 17 23 -1

Tipperary North Job Losses -48 -100 -46 -188 -99 -3 -6
Tipperary North Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-27 -95 -46 -325 -82 20 -7

Cork Total New 
Jobs Created

2,623 1,824 1,667 850 2,460 1,791 2,208

Cork Job Losses -1,161 -1,695 -1,488 -2,364 -967 -870 -991
Cork Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

1,462 129 179 -1,514 1,493 921 1,217

Kerry Total New 
Jobs Created

84 129 73 24 69 166 114

Kerry Job Losses -161 -47 -108 -416 -144 -182 -8
Kerry Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-77 82 -35 -392 -75 -16 106

Carlow Total New 
Jobs Created

-6 -31 39 54 65 197 132

Carlow Job Losses -110 -262 -28 -75 -202 0 -1
Carlow Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-116 -293 11 -21 -137 197 131

Kilkenny Total New 
Jobs Created

30 98 7 -7 77 -8 133

Kilkenny Job Losses -20 -53 -9 -112 -2 -5 0
Kilkenny Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

10 45 -2 -119 75 -13 133

Tipperary South Total New 
Jobs Created

152 834 278 205 75 3 153

Tipperary South Job Losses -130 -15 -26 -93 -177 -279 -155
Tipperary South Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

22 819 252 112 -102 -276 -2

Waterford Total New 
Jobs Created

-110 394 260 100 230 -152 20
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County Employment 
Data

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Waterford Job Losses -350 -183 -483 -569 -439 -764 -186
Waterford Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-460 211 -223 -469 -209 -916 -166

Wexford Total New 
Jobs Created

41 57 92 -30 197 18 52

Wexford Job Losses -50 -59 -73 -89 -67 -47 -106
Wexford Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-9 -2 19 -119 130 -29 -54

Dublin Total New 
Jobs Created

4,995 4,148 4,445 2,250 4,397 7,160 6,763

Dublin Job Losses -2,332 -4,076 -4,248 -6,920 -4,428 -3,066 -3,059
Dublin Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

2,663 72 197 -4,670 -31 4,094 3,704

Kildare Total New 
Jobs Created

539 -148 17 -85 1,509 385 115

Kildare Job Losses -474 -723 -626 -1,513 -418 -377 -489
Kildare Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

65 -871 -609 -1,598 1,091 8 -374

Meath Total New 
Jobs Created

116 143 108 63 63 84 36

Meath Job Losses -399 -43 -307 -188 -83 -28 -103
Meath Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-283 100 -199 -125 -20 56 -67

Wicklow Total New 
Jobs Created

292 148 69 42 5 65 137

Wicklow Job Losses -293 -87 -327 -270 -174 -243 -110
Wicklow Total Net 

Change in 
Employment

-1 61 -258 -228 -169 -178 27

12/11/2013WRK00150Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

12/11/2013WRK00200163. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
help and support the Department provides to small business; the grants and help available to 
access finance in the event of refusals by banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47851/13]

12/11/2013WRK00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy 
will be aware that this Government is fully committed to supporting small businesses to grow 
and develop and is making Ireland the best small country in which to do business by 2016.

To this end I introduced two targeted schemes to support an additional flow of credit into the 
economy in 2012, namely the Microenterprise Loan Fund and the Credit Guarantee Scheme.

These Schemes are in addition to, and complement, the work Enterprise Ireland and the City 
and County Enterprise Boards (soon to be Local Enterprise Offices) undertake to support small 
businesses.  This support includes the provision of grants and other supports, such as mentoring.
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The Microenterprise Loan Fund improves access to credit for microenterprises and facili-
tates the growth and expansion of viable businesses with less than 10 employees from all indus-
try sectors across the country, which have been refused access to credit from the banks. Support 
is in the form of loans for up to €25,000, available to start-up, newly established, or growing 
microenterprises, with viable business propositions, that do not meet the conventional risk cri-
teria applied by banks. Microfinance Ireland is delivering the Microenterprise Loan Fund, and 
is making available additional credit to companies in this very important sector of the economy.

The Credit Guarantee Scheme (CGS) is also designed to support SMEs who, because of 
lack of collateral or because of the novelty of the business model, market, sector or technology 
of the business, face difficulties in accessing traditional bank credit. Commercially viable, well 
performing micro, small and medium enterprises that have a solid business plan and a defined 
market for their products or services, and can demonstrate their ability to repay the loan are the 
target of this scheme.  I am in the process of having the CGS independently reviewed to help 
improve the Scheme for all businesses, and I intend taking appropriate action as a result of the 
review to ensure use of the Scheme is maximised.

Quarterly progress reports on the Microenterprise Loan Fund and the SME Credit Guaran-
tee Scheme are published on my Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie. The progress 
reports detailing the analysis and performance of both Schemes for the quarterly period ending 
30th September 2013 are available on my Department’s website.

12/11/2013WRK00350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRK00400164. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003 the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by the Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48113/13]

12/11/2013WRK00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Payments to 
each of the companies listed are set out in the table.

Year PWC KPMG Ernst and 
Young

Deloitte Grant 
Thornton

€ € € € €
2004 
(from 1 April)

242,400.00 - - 303,811.31 -

2005 24,398.75 - - 27,088.75 -
2006 126,250.00 - - 141,098.46 -
2007 225,032.33 - - - 259,438.19
2008 74,114.75 228,260.00 - 24,953.99 273.218.09
2009 59,423.44 12,687.50 - 83,720.50 33,861.20
2010 - - - - -
2011 - - - - -
2012 34,037.38 - - 102,872.62 -
2013 
(to 31 Oct)

- - - - -

All payments to the companies above are inclusive of VAT and exclude Public Service 
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Withholding Tax, where applicable.

It should be noted my Department’s Financial Management System only shows transactions 
from 1 April 2004.  A full archival search of material stored off-site would be required to com-
pile pre 1 April 2004 transactions.  In the time available to answer the Question, such a search 
has not been undertaken on the pre 1 April 2004 transactions, given the time, complexity, cost 
and staff resources involved.

12/11/2013WRK00550Enterprise Ireland Funding

12/11/2013WRK00600165. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide in euro amount the total funding Enterprise Ireland has provided from the high 
potential start-up funding scheme for each year since its establishment; if he will provide the 
total number of companies which have received funding from this specific scheme; if he will 
provide the cumulative total number of jobs that have been created after this form of funding 
has been provided to these companies; if he will provide the cumulative amount of additional 
exports in euro that have been generated by these companies after they have received this form 
of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48125/13]

12/11/2013WRK00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients through all stages 
of the business development cycle. High Potential Start-up companies (HPSUs) are defined as 
start-up ventures that:

- Introduce a new or innovative product or service to international markets.

- Involve manufacturing or internationally traded services.

HPSUs must also:

- Be capable of creating 10 or more jobs in Ireland and realising €1 million in sales within 
five years of starting up.

- Be led by an experienced management team, be headquartered and controlled in Ireland 
and be less than six years old.

Table 1 below outlines, where data is available, the number of jobs in Enterprise Ireland 
supported HPSU companies since Enterprise Ireland was established in mid-1998 together with 
exports by these companies as of 2012 which is the latest year for which Forfás survey data is 
available.  Table 1 also provides data on the payments to HPSUs under the programme.  The 
HPSU Programme period is taken to include all payments against approvals made within five 
years of the initial HPSU approval. The export data represents the cumulative level of exports 
to date for each year’s cohort of HPSUs.

Employment data for 2013 will not be available until the Forfás Annual Employment Sur-
vey is completed in Q4 2013 and export data for 2013 will not be available until the 2013 An-
nual Business Survey of Economic Impact (ABSEI) is completed in Q2 2014.

Notes on Employment & Export Data

- Of the 985 HPSUs approved by Enterprise Ireland between 1998 and 2012, 2012 Forfás 
Employment data is available for 66% (649).  These companies employed a total of 11,524 
people (full-time & part-time) as of October 2012.  2012 Annual Business Survey of Eco-
nomic Impact (ABSEI) export data is available for 36% (352).  These companies had exports 
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of €1.55billion in 2012.

- 86 HPSUs approved during this period (9%) went on to be taken over in trade sales.  These 
companies employed over 2,200 people at the time of take over.  These companies had exports 
in excess of €60 million at the time of take over.

- A final cohort made up of 183 HPSUs approved since 1998 have ceased trading (19%).  
The last known employment and exports related to these companies was in excess of 1,600 and 
in excess of €69million respectively.

Table 1: HPSU Employment & Payments 1998-2012

Year Number of 
HPSUs

Number 
of HPSUs 
with 2012 
Employment 
Data

Total 
Employment 
(2012)

Number of 
HPSUs with 
2012 Export 
Data

Total Exports 
(2012)

Total Payments 
under HPSU 
Programme

1998 15 9 517 6 €137 million €8,477,803
1999 46 18 1,212 14 €723 million €13,465,941
2000 55 19 333 9 €29 million €22,718,799
2001 54 20 470 12 €12 million €21,588,768
2002 60 27 927 18 €76 million €22,356,608
2003 62 32 781 17 €49 million €17,342,017
2004 61 35 871 19 €55 million €24,222,378
2005 66 41 1,051 28 €102 million €22,396,532
2006 72 54 816 35 €87 million €23,504,298
2007 79 57 943 31 €163 million €26,817,894
2008 72 52 740 32 €31 million €20,359,632
2009 73 62 728 29 €27 million €21,966,949
2010 80 65 623 39 €24 million €20,917,821
2011 93 79 957 40 €21 million €21,254,704
2012 97 79 555 23 €8 million €17,261,976

12/11/2013WRK00750Enterprise Support Schemes

12/11/2013WRK00800166. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide in euro amount the total amount of funding that has been provided by the busi-
ness angel partnership for each year since its establishment; if he will further provide the total 
number of companies which have received funding from this specific scheme; if he will provide 
the cumulative total number of jobs that have been created after this form of funding has been 
provided to these companies; if he will further provide the cumulative amount of additional 
exports in euro that have been generated by these companies after they have received this form 
of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48126/13]

12/11/2013WRK00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Business An-
gels are private individuals who invest capital in companies during their early stage of develop-
ment.  In addition, they contribute their know-how or experience in company management and 
can offer valuable expertise and guidance.  Business Angels usually seek active participation in 
the company in which they invest.

Business Angels can be a substitute for classical bank financing or venture capital which 
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can be difficult to attract at the early stage of a company’s life. They are primarily motivated 
by return on investment, and Business Angel involvement can often help secure access to ven-
ture capital or classical bank loans. The average initial investment by Business Angels ranges 
between €50,000 and €250,000 individually, or can form syndicates (partnerships with other 
Business Angels) for investment up to €500,000 and beyond.

Following a pilot initiative, the Halo Business Angel Partnership (HBAP) was formally 
launched in January 2008.  HBAP is a joint initiative between Enterprise Ireland, InterTrade 
Ireland, and the Irish Business Innovation Centres (“BICs”).

The primary aim of the HBAP Programme is to foster and facilitate Business Angel invest-
ment in early-stage companies. This is achieved by matching pre-screened investors with pre-
screened investment opportunities in start-up, early stage and developing businesses

The HBAP Programme does not provide funding directly to companies; rather, the Pro-
gramme facilitates the leverage of the investment of private investor money into early-stage 
companies, by matching investors with investment opportunities.  The following represents the 
amount of investment that the HBAP Programme has directly facilitated since its establishment 
in 2008:

-  2008 - €2.285m

-  2009 - €2.782m

-  2010 - €4.026m

-  2011 - €4.802m

-  2012 - €5.207m

A similar level of investment activity is targeted to be reported by the HBAN operators to 
Enterprise Ireland for 2013. 

To date, the total number of companies that have received investment as a result of their 
involvement in the HBAP Programme reached 96 by 2012.

The peak number of jobs that have been created by companies that received investment 
under the HBAP Programme since its formal establishment in 2008 to 2012, is 253 based on a 
sample of 69 of the 96 companies (Source: Forfas Annual Employment Survey).  Employment 
gains of 168 at the end of 2012 were recorded by this sample.  The base number of jobs used to 
calculate employment gains is the number of jobs at the end of the preceding year in which the 
company received investment.

The peak amount of total exports recorded by companies receiving investments through the 
HBAP Programme was €14.734m to 2012 based on a sample of 45 of the 96 companies.  Based 
on the same sample, export gains were €12.745m at the end of 2012. The baseline export fig-
ures used to calculate export gains are the exports at the end of the preceding year in which the 
company received the investment.

12/11/2013WRK00950Jobs Initiative

12/11/2013WRK01000167. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 313 of 1 October 2013, if he will clarify what he means 
by stating ten projects have been approved under the succeed in Ireland initiative; if he will 
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confirm if to date any job has in fact been created as a result of ConnectIreland and the succeed 
in Ireland initiative; if he will confirm the exact number of jobs where the clock has started on 
the two year duration to become sustainable and therefore eligible for fees to be paid out; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48127/13]

12/11/2013WRK01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The “Succeed 
in Ireland” Initiative is managed by Connect Ireland under a contract with IDA Ireland and I, as 
Minister, do not have any direct involvement with the scheme.

Connect Ireland markets, promotes and implements the ‘Succeed in Ireland’ initiative in 
the international marketplace.  Under the terms of a contract, signed between IDA Ireland and 
Connect Ireland, operational arrangements between both parties work to convert potential leads 
identified by ‘Connectors’ into investments and job creation in Ireland. 

The role of the “Connector” is to make an introduction between a key decision-maker in a 
company considering a mobile investment project and Connect Ireland. 

Should a decision be taken to locate in Ireland, the company’s business plan with its associ-
ated employment projections is assessed by IDA for compliance under the terms of the contract 
between IDA Ireland and Connect Ireland.  To date 11 such investments have met the criteria 
and are considered ‘approved’ under the scheme.  These investments are listed on the attached 
tabular statement.

This approval status means that Connect Ireland and the “Connector” are eligible for a 
financial reward under the initiative.  The reward scheme provides for up to €4,000 excluding 
VAT per sustainable job created.  A sustainable job is defined as one which has been in existence 
for 2 years.  Reward payments to either Connect Ireland or to individual “Connectors” become 
payable on a phased basis, 50% when the job has been in place for at least 12 months and the 
remaining 50% when the job has been in place for two years.  Payments under the initiative will 
be made by IDA Ireland.

The projects approved by IDA, to date, under the ‘Succeed in Ireland’ initiative have the 
potential to create 298 jobs.  While a number of the approved investments have already com-
menced operations and are employing people, the exact number of jobs created will not be 
available until the 2013 Forfas Annual Employment survey has been completed.  The survey is 
currently underway and the results will be available towards year end.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that there have been no payments made under the initiative by 
IDA Ireland, neither has any claim for payment been made to IDA by Connect Ireland.

Table showing 11 approved projects with the potential to create 298 jobs under the Con-
nectIreland Initiative.

Company Name Proposed 
Location

Activity Proposed 
No. of Jobs

llhouse 1889 Dublin Software 10
Intergeo Services Carlow Bio-engineering 

Consultancy
30

Entercoms Cork Supply Chain Analytics 30
Flagship Management Kinvara, Galway EMEA Office 15
rm2/Mafic (Black Basalt) 
Ireland

Kells, Meath Basalt Fibre 
Manufacturing 

70
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Company Name Proposed 
Location

Activity Proposed 
No. of Jobs

Ark Energy Consulting 
Ltd

Longford Clean Tech 10

The Magni Group Portarlington, 
Laois

Metal Coating 
Production

50

Improv Asylum Dublin Corporate Training 12
SMI Dublin Business Services 10
Sound & Sea Cork Maritime Engineering 55
The Bayne Group Cork Legal Consultancy 6
Total Jobs 298

12/11/2013WRK01150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRK01200168. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will detail in tabular form for each year since 2003 the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by the Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48132/13]

12/11/2013WRK01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Payments to 
each of the firms listed are set out in the following table.

- Arthur Cox Matheson 
(also 
includes 
Matheson, 
Ormsby & 
Prentice)

A&L 
Goodbody

McCann 
Fitzgerald

William 
Fry

Mason 
Hayes & 
Curran

€ € € € € €
2004 
(from 1 
April)

- - - 3,297.85 - -

2005 - 116,005.00 - 19,341.50 132,814.40 -
2006 - - - 606.00 93,181.20 97,886.98
2007 - 31,832.36 - 15,178.07 3,630.00 51,877.34
2008 87,287.22 26,435.95 - - - 7,123.33
2009 37,163.98 - - - - 344,175.39
2010 64,717.43 - 10,543.90 - 3,630.00 -
2011 112,832.44 - 4,001.60 - - -
2012 38,718.46 - 91,630.57 - - 5,912.20
2013 
(to 31 Oct)

4,755.48 - 50,031.04 - - -

All payments to the firms above are inclusive of VAT and exclude Public Service Withhold-
ing Tax, where applicable.

It should be noted my Department’s Financial Management System only shows transactions 
from 1 April 2004.  A full archival search of material stored off-site would be required to com-
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pile pre 1 April 2004 transactions.  In the time available to answer the Question, such a search 
has not been undertaken on the pre 1 April 2004 transactions, given the time, complexity, cost 
and staff resources involved.

12/11/2013WRK01350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRK01400169. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide, in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in 
euro paid by the Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48156/13]

12/11/2013WRK01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Payments to 
Senior Counsel for the years 2003 – 2013 are set out in the following table.

Year €
2003 13,127.11
2004 24,791.25
2005 252,110.50
2006 311,886.98
2007 644,085.09
2008 546,835.80
2009 1,333,117.05*
2010 264,587.71
2011 110,817.85
2012 225,696.60
2013 34,101.10
Cumul Total 3,761,157.04
*The expenditure in relation to 2009 includes a sum of €990,079.32 in respect of expenses 

of and incidental to an investigation under Section 8 of the Companies Act 1990 conducted 
by an inspector appointed by the High Court by Order made on 29 July 2008. The inspector 
in question was Bill Shipsey SC and the investigation was into the affairs of DCC plc, S & L 
Investments Limited and Lotus Green Limited.

In the time available to answer the Question, it is not possible to retrieve the relevant files 
in relation to the Office of the Director of Consumer Affairs, which ceased to exist in 2007 and 
whose functions were transferred to the National Consumer Agency.

12/11/2013WRK01550Skills Shortages

12/11/2013WRK01600170. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to further strengthen the immigration system including introducing a model to select im-
migrants based on the skills that Irish employers need to expand their business and the econo-
my; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48178/13]

12/11/2013WRK01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment’s policy and legislative remit focuses on the skills-based requirements of the labour mar-
ket whereas the Department of Justice and Equality (DJE) takes into account wider immigration 



12 November 2013

481

and residency issues. We recognise that the two regimes are interlinked and indeed, there is 
close engagement between the Departments on matters of mutual concern. Nevertheless, DJE 
retains legal and policy primacy with regard to immigration and residency whereas this Depart-
ment’s function concerns employment access to the labour market.

Economic migration policy must be flexible and responsive to different stages of economic 
development and to labour market conditions. An ongoing challenge for the Irish labour market 
is to attract from outside the European Economic Area (EEA) those skills we cannot source 
from within the EEA and which we need to exploit the potential for growth in high perform-
ing sectors.  The focus of the Employment Permits system is to ensure that, where sufficiently 
qualified candidates cannot be sourced to fill a vacancy from within the pool of available labour 
in the EEA, non-EEA nationals with those qualifications may be recruited to ensure that enter-
prise can access the skills it needs to thrive.

The Highly Skilled Occupations List and the Ineligible Occupations List allow us to target 
immigrants with those skill-sets most required by enterprise.  The lists are subject to bi-annual 
review. These reviews draw, in the first instance, on data on employment, vacancies, job an-
nouncements and immigration and other qualitative information held in the National Skills 
Database, including that collated in the National Skills Bulletin, annually published, to identify 
imbalances in the Irish labour market at occupational level. In the second instance, the lists are 
reviewed in the light of data from the Vacancy Overview Annual Report, which provides an 
overview of the demand for labour as measured by trends identified in advertised job vacancies.

To enhance this targeted approach to economic migration, the Employment Permits Amend-
ment Bill will provide more flexible and targeted instruments in support of the economy’s 
evolving skill needs. The Bill will go to Government shortly for approval to publish.

12/11/2013WRK01750Work Permit Applications

12/11/2013WRK01800171. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
a decision will be made on a work permit in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48217/13]

12/11/2013WRK01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A Work Permit 
application made by an employer in respect of the person named by the Deputy was refused 
on 23rd July 2013 on the grounds that it appeared that no Labour Market Needs Test had been 
carried out in support of the application. A review of this decision was sought in accordance 
with Section 13 the Employment Permits Act, 2006 but this request was not received within the 
required timeframe and was thus a late appeal.

I understand that a second work permit application was then submitted to my Department by 
the employer on 22nd August 2013. This application was subsequently withdrawn. The person 
named by the Deputy submitted a third application on their own behalf on 29th October 2013. 
This current application will be processed shortly.

12/11/2013WRK01950International Agreements

12/11/2013WRK02000172. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
cost benefit analysis has been undertaken by the Department on the impact of Ireland signing 
the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48323/13]
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12/11/2013WRK02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): While my De-
partment participated in and contributed to the work of the Inter-Departmental Group on the 
Antarctic Treaty, responsibility for consideration of the signature and ratification of the Antarc-
tic Treaty by Ireland is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.

12/11/2013WRK02150National Internship Scheme Data

12/11/2013WRK02200173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons who are employed on JobBridge schemes in the public sector; if she will provide a break-
down of these staff by county since the scheme commenced; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [47819/13]

12/11/2013WRK02300176. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide, in 
tabular form, the exact number of persons who signed up for the JobBridge scheme in County 
Westmeath; the exact number of persons who received employment from these internships in 
County Westmeath; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47954/13]

12/11/2013WRK02400198. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on making 
changes to the JobBridge scheme such as opening up the scheme to persons who are signing 
for credits but not receiving a social welfare payment or allowing participants on the scheme 
to supplement their income by engaging in casual part-time evening or weekend work and still 
retain their full payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47984/13]

12/11/2013WRK02500214. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is aware that 
contractors receiving funds from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to install water meters across the State ostensibly so that they can employ people 
to install said meters can simultaneously obtain workers on the JobBridge scheme funded by 
the Department of Social Protection leading to a situation where contractors can retain more 
profit from the funds that they receive from the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.  [48187/13]

12/11/2013WRK02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
173, 176, 198 and 214 together.

I have set out a table showing the number of persons who participated in JobBridge in the 
Public Sector by county since the scheme commenced.

Since JobBridge came into operation on 1st July, 2011, 543 individuals have participated on 
JobBridge in County Westmeath.  150 individuals are currently on internships.   393 individu-
als have finished their internship.  Data from the recent Indecon Evaluation Report indicate that 
61% or 240 of the finishers in County Westmeath have progressed into paid employment.  In 
this regard, the progression outcomes into employment from JobBridge are among the very best 
in Europe.

Persons who are signing for credits but not receiving a social welfare payment are already 
eligible to participate in JobBridge if they have been signing for credits for 3 months (78 days) 
out of the last 3 months.  While on an internship interns can commence casual employment 
without affecting their entitlements provided that it is not with the host organisation (i.e. not 
with the same employer) and it does not interfere with their internship. However, those in re-
ceipt of Social Welfare payments and those signing for credits are still subject to the normal 
rules as regards means testing, availability for work, etc.

As part of their contracts, water meter installation contractors are required to employ a 
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proportion of workers from the live register, graduates and school leavers.  In this regard, it is 
worth highlighting that JobBridge interns are not deemed to be employees as per Section 16 of 
the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 and as such would not count towards fulfilment of 
this contractual requirement.

Table 1. Number Public Sector interns by County

 - Finishers Currently on 
Internship

Grand Total

CARLOW               67 39 106
CAVAN              79 37 116
CLARE         79 20 99
CORK 292 98 390
DONEGAL              179 91 270
DUBLIN 1,066 351 1417
GALWAY 250 85 335
KERRY                114 53 167
KILDARE           56 30 86
KILKENNY             55 19 74
LAOIS               41 17 58
LEITRIM  15 11 26
LIMERICK 136 64 200
LONGFORD             27 3 30
LOUTH              103 25 128
MAYO               90 62 152
MEATH                105 47 152
MONAGHAN           77 47 124
OFFALY        28 22 50
ROSCOMMON            22 18 40
SLIGO  96 55 151
TIPPERARY 184 75 259
WATERFORD 142 52 194
WESTMEATH          48 21 69
WEXFORD             133 46 179
WICKLOW           59 13 72
Grand Total 3,543 1401 4944

12/11/2013WRK02650Social Welfare Benefits Data

12/11/2013WRK02700174. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
young persons on social welfare and in families that receive social welfare on a county basis; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47924/13]

12/11/2013WRK02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is collated by the Department annually for inclusion in the Statistical Information on 
Social Welfare Services report which is laid before the Dáil when published and copies lodged 
in the Oireachtas library. Furthermore these reports are available to the public at www.welfare.
ie/en/Pages/Annual-Statistical-Information-Reports.aspx.
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I am however informed that at the end of September 2013 there were 4,302 and 60,742 
persons under the age of 26 in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance respec-
tively. I also attach for the Deputy’s information a tabular statement detailing the number of 
children for whom an increase is paid to the recipient of a social welfare scheme or a payment 
is made under a scheme where a qualifying condition is that the recipient only qualifies for pay-
ment where there is a dependent child.

Number of Child Dependents at end of September, 2013

Type of Payment Full Rate Child  
Dependant

Half Rate Child 
Dependant

Other Children

State Pension 
(Non-Contributory)

425 109 0

State Pension 
(Contributory)

1,252 1,167 0

State Pension 
(Transition)

113 76 0

Widow/er’s or Surviving 
Civil Partner’s Contribu-
tory Pension

10,543 0 0

Death Benefit (OIB 
Widows)

103 0 0

Jobseeker’s Allowance 125,572 42,751 0
One Parent Family 
Payment 

132,118 0 0

Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance 

16,237 0 0

Farm Assist 6,674 1,888 0
Pre-Retirement 
Allowance

94 26 0

Jobseeker’s Benefit 8,111 8,288 0
Deserted Wife’s Benefit 658 0 0
Health and Safety 
Benefit

4 6 0

Back To Education 
Allowance 

5,557 2,175 0

Back To Work 
Allowance Employee

5 5 0

Back To Work Enterprise 
Allowance 

 6,960  1,988  0

 - Self Employed First 
Year

3,638 1,014 0

 - Self Employed Years 
2 - 4 

3,322 974 0

Community Employ-
ment Programme

9,047 5,563 0

Tús - Community Work 
Placement Scheme

2,882 1,436 0

Rural Social Scheme 1,414 346 0
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Type of Payment Full Rate Child  
Dependant

Half Rate Child 
Dependant

Other Children

JobBridge 1,042 520 0
Disability Allowance 18,897 7,871 0
Blind Pension 260 129 0
Carer’s Allowance 2,642 30,470 0
Illness Benefit 8,524 11,584 0
Interim Illness Benefit 63 34 0
Injury Benefit 148 123 0
Invalidity Pension 4,468 9,921 0
Disablement Benefit 75 127 0
Carer’s Benefit 79 1,062 0
Family Income 
Supplement

0 0 91,271

Guardian’s Payment 
(Non-Contributory)

0 0 568

Guardian’s Payment 
(Contributory)

0 0 1,139

Child Benefit 0 0 1,159,624
Domiciliary Care 
Allowance

0 0 27,322

12/11/2013WRK02850Youth Unemployment Data

12/11/2013WRK02900175. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
youth who are unemployed on a county basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[47926/13]

12/11/2013WRK03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the end of October 2013 there 
were 74,389 persons between the ages of 18 and 25 years, inclusive, on the live register. A 
breakdown of this number by county and scheme is contained in the following table.

Number of 18 to 25 Year Olds on the Live Register, October, 2013.

County Jobseeker’s 
Allowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Carlow 1,283 81 9 1,373
Cavan 1,294 68 2 1,364 
Clare 1,552 105 4 1,661 
Cork 5,928 550 30 6,508 
Donegal 3,936 251 13 4,200 
Dublin 16,853 1,389 86 18,328 
Galway 3,329 287 13 3,629 
Kerry 2,037 199 6 2,242 
Kildare 2,937 278 23 3,238 
Kilkenny 1,106 70 2 1,178 
Laois 1,634 109 9 1,752 
Leitrim 495 29 3 527 
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County Jobseeker’s 
Allowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Limerick 3,268 194 11 3,473 
Longford 879 55 3 937 
Louth 2,753 185 8 2,946 
Mayo 2,030 165 7 2,202 
Meath 1,590 110 18 1,718 
Monaghan 892 83 6 981 
Offaly 1,682 111 8 1,801 
Roscommon 628 44 2 674 
Sligo 939 73 5 1,017 
Tipperary 2,728 207 24 2,959 
Waterford 2,098 153 14 2,265 
Westmeath 1,809 145 11 1,965 
Wexford 3,101 231 12 3,344 
Wicklow 1,928 166 13 2,107 
Total 68,709 5,338 342 74,389 
 

 Question No. 176 answered with Question No. 173.

12/11/2013WRK03150National Internship Scheme Data

12/11/2013WRK03200177. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide, in 
tabular form, the exact number of persons who signed up for the JobBridge scheme in County 
Longford; the exact number of persons who received employment from these internships in 
County Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47955/13]

12/11/2013WRK03300233. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection when the decision to ex-
tend the duration permitted under JobBridge to 18 months will be implemented; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [48386/13]

12/11/2013WRK03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
177 and 233 together.

Since JobBridge came into operation on 1st July, 2011, 169 individuals have participated 
on JobBridge in County Longford.  37 individuals are currently on internships.  132 individu-
als have finished their internship.  While there is no specific information on these cases, data 
from the recent Indecon Evaluation Report indicate that overall 61% have progressed into paid 
employment.  In this regard, the progression outcomes into employment from JobBridge are 
among the very best in Europe.

An individual may avail of a maximum of 3 JobBridge internships, however, the total cu-
mulative time spent on the scheme cannot exceed 18 months (78 weeks). An intern will not be 
permitted to do more than one internship with the same company. The maximum duration of an 
individual internship is 9 months (39 weeks).  This extension came into effect on 7th November 
and full details are available on the JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie.

The Indecon Report provides a number of key recommendations which are targeted at maxi-
mising progression outcomes for interns and ensuring value for money for the exchequer.
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The Department have already taken a number of key actions in response to these recom-
mendations including increasing the number of internships that a jobseeker may undertake, 
improving the Department’s quality and control checks and providing even more support to 
interns with a significant increase in monitoring and site visits being conducted by Department 
officials.  Codes of practice have also been developed to improve the quality of placements and 
key pilots have been implemented in the arts and crafts sectors.

The Department have also commenced a process to redevelop the JobBridge website’s de-
sign, application and content thereby improving the client experience.  I will continue to review 
all aspects of the scheme and changes to improve the quality of the scheme will continue to be 
implemented where appropriate.

12/11/2013WRK03450Registration of Births

12/11/2013WRK03500178. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social Protection with regard to the 
registration of a birth here, if a mother or father who was not in a position to present as an in-
formant at the time of the registration of the birth at the registrar’s office can subsequently have 
the birth certificate of his or her child amended so that he or she can be recorded as an informant 
of the birth on the birth certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47957/13]

12/11/2013WRK03600179. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social Protection with regard to the 
written text of the birth certificate, if she has plans to amend the wording Faisnéiseoir A/Infor-
mant A and Faisnéiseoir B/Informant B contained within this document, to better reflect that the 
informants are the parents present at the registration of the birth at the registrar’s office; if she 
has plans to remove the wording Sonraí Neamh-chláraithe/Details Not Registered in the case 
of there being only one informant present at the registration of the birth; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [47958/13]

12/11/2013WRK03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
178 and 179 together.

Section 19 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 requires the parent or parents of a child to 
attend at the office of a registrar within 3 months of the birth, to give the registrar the required 
particulars relating to the birth and to sign the register in the presence of the registrar.  All rea-
sonable measures are taken to ensure that the parents fulfil this duty.  

However, in cases where the parents are dead or are incapable of acting by reason of ill-
health or for other reasons, section 19(6) of the Act provides for other qualified informants who 
may provide the required particulars.  This means that a person other than the parent or parents 
may act to register the birth where the parents cannot do so.

The signature of a qualified informant is evidence only of the fact that this was the person 
who gave the required particulars to the registrar and as such is a matter of fact which cannot 
be altered.

For Birth Certificates issued after 22nd July 2013, the box Faianeiseora B/Informant B no 
longer appears where only one qualified informant attends to register the birth.  As a conse-
quence of this the text Sonraí Neamh-chláaithe / Details Not Registered no longer appears on 
the certificate in these cases.

As the qualified informants can be persons other the parents there are no plans to amend the 
existing wording Faisnéiseoir A/Informant A and Faisnéiseoir B/Informant B.
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12/11/2013WRL00150Disability Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRL00200180. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for dis-
ability allowance will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47664/13]

12/11/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
30 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL00350Social Welfare Appeals Status

12/11/2013WRL00400181. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a file will be re-
leased to the appeals office in order that an appeal can be decided upon in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will expedite an answer. [47720/13]

12/11/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 7 
November 2013 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL00550Redundancy Payments

12/11/2013WRL00600182. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 22 was not provided with enhanced redundancy when other 
persons employed on a similar basis were provided with same. [47727/13]

12/11/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The individuals concerned were 
not employees of the Department. Therefore issues regarding redundancy payments are for 
their contractor/employer to address. However, where a contractor / employer is unable to pay 
statutory redundancy to employees it is open to them to avail of the Department’s redundancy 
and insolvency payments’ scheme, details of which are available on the Department’s website.

  Question No. 183 withdrawn.

12/11/2013WRL00775Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Data

12/11/2013WRL00800184. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the average waiting time 
for decisions on applications for partial capacity benefit. [47732/13]

12/11/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The partial capacity benefit scheme 
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which was launched in February 2012 allows people with restricted capacity to avail of employ-
ment opportunities while still in receipt of an income support. The scheme is open to people 
who: (a) have been in receipt of illness benefit for a minimum of six months; or (b) are in receipt 
of invalidity pension.

The process of claiming partial capacity benefit involves the submission and consideration 
of comprehensive medical evidence in relation to the application by a Departmental Medical 
Assessor. Following on from this, where a Deciding Officer is putting a PCB claim into pay-
ment, they liaise with the customer in order to put the PCB claim into payment on a date to 
coincide with the start date of the customer’s employment, which can result in longer decision 
times for partial capacity benefit claims in certain cases. 

The average decision time for partial capacity benefit claims is currently 10 weeks.

  Question No. 185 withdrawn.

12/11/2013WRL00975Community Employment Schemes Funding

12/11/2013WRL01000186. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any discretion-
ary funding available for a community employment scheme that has recently been faced with 
unforeseen additional costs of €500; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47735/13]

12/11/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no provision for a discre-
tionary fund within the Community Employment Programme. Depending on the nature of the 
expenditure incurred it is suggested that the scheme sponsor in question should raise this matter 
with the DSP Officer who deals with their scheme. The Officer can then assess the situation 
within the rules of the programme.

12/11/2013WRL01150Community Employment Schemes Data

12/11/2013WRL01200187. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in-
formation as to whether or not an entrepreneurial fund for a community employment scheme 
exists and if so, the way this fund may be applied for; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47736/13]

12/11/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment 
Programme is an active labour market programme to support long-term unemployed people 
re-enter the workforce, it is the largest active labour market intervention in Ireland. The aim of 
Community Employment (CE) is to enhance the employability and mobility of disadvantaged 
and unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities within their 
communities. Community and voluntary organisations sponsor local/community projects that 
satisfy two essential criteria - that they respond to an identified community need, and that they 
provide training/development opportunities for participants.  There is no entrepreneurial fund 
available under CE.  The Deputy is asked to refer to the Enterprise Boards and Local Develop-
ment Companies who may have a range of supports available depending on the feasibility of 
the proposal submitted.

12/11/2013WRL01350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRL01400188. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
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tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their carer’s allowance appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [47737/13]

12/11/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 4 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 
25 July 2013 and the case was referred to an Appeals Officer on 8 August 2013.  The Appeals 
Officer subsequently requested clarification on certain issues from the Department of Social 
Protection. 

This clarification has now been received and the Appeals Officer will make a summary de-
cision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL01550Social Welfare Appeals Status

12/11/2013WRL01600189. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a date for their oral hearing on a social welfare 
appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47741/13]

12/11/2013WRL01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision and 
without recourse to an oral hearing.  The person concerned was notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision on 8 October 2013.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL01750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRL01800190. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47855/13]

12/11/2013WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 13 November 2013.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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12/11/2013WRL01950Farm Assist Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRL02000191. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a claim for farm 
assist will be dealt with in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [47864/13]

12/11/2013WRL02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist file for the person 
concerned has been forwarded to a Deciding Officer for decision.  A decision will be made 
shortly and the person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

12/11/2013WRL02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/11/2013WRL02200192. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47899/13]

12/11/2013WRL02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL02350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRL02400193. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance overpayment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47901/13]

12/11/2013WRL02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing. The Deputy’s representations on this mat-
ter will be included with the documentary evidence when it is being forwarded to the Appeals 
Officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL02550Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/11/2013WRL02600194. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; when 
this application will be finalised and processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[47932/13]

12/11/2013WRL02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRL02750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRL02800195. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will is-
sue on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47952/13]

12/11/2013WRL02900225. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [48286/13]

12/11/2013WRL03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
195 and 225 together.

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully 
considered all of the available evidence, has decided to partially allow the appeal of the person 
concerned by way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Ap-
peals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 196 and 197 withdrawn.

  Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 173.

12/11/2013WRM00350Disability Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRM00400199. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47986/13]

12/11/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 20th  
August 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/11/2013WRM00600200. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
review of a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47989/13]

12/11/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my response to Parlia-
mentary Question Ref. No. 43715/13 on 16th  October 2013, I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that in light of the additional information submitted the appeal of the person 
concerned was referred to the Appeals Officer who made the original appeal decision in this 
case.

I understand that the Appeals Officer has reviewed the appeal of the person concerned and 
has determined that a revision of his original decision is not warranted.  Accordingly, the Ap-
peals Officers decision of 17th  September 2013 stands. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM00750Employment Opportunities

12/11/2013WRM00800201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if letters were sent out 
by her Department to applicants on jobseeker’s allowance requesting their CVs to apply for 
positions available for qualified tradespeople in Canada; and the action she will take regarding 
same. [47996/13]

12/11/2013WRM00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the request of the provincial 
Government of British Columbia in Canada and the British Columbia Construction Association 
(BCCA), the Department agreed to publicise construction related vacancies on their behalf. The 
positions included architects, engineers, electricians, plumbers, carpenters, welders and other 
construction related occupations.  

The Department wrote to more than 2,500 jobseekers in Ireland to inform them of the posi-
tions. Any such employment opportunities brought to the attention of jobseekers by the De-
partment outside of Ireland are completely voluntary and people who do not avail of any such 
opportunities will not lose their social welfare entitlements here.  This position is reflected in all 
communications with jobseekers.

12/11/2013WRM00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/11/2013WRM01000202. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an 
invalidity pension appeal will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48001/13]

12/11/2013WRM01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28th May 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 21st   
October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM01150Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

12/11/2013WRM01200203. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their review for domiciliary care 
allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48006/13]

12/11/2013WRM01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 4th September 2013.  The ap-
plication was disallowed as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for 
the allowance. A letter issued on the 2nd October 2013 advising of the decision.

The person concerned subsequently requested a review of the decision.  The case was re-
viewed by another Medical Assessor on the 6th November 2013, who having examined all the 
information supplied, confirmed the opinion that the child was not medically eligible for the 
allowance.  A letter issued on the 7th November 2013 advising of the decision.  

The person concerned has been advised of her right to appeal the decision to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days.  

12/11/2013WRM01350Social Welfare Appeals Status

12/11/2013WRM01400204. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office will issue a decision relating to the appeal submitted by a person 
(details supplied) in County Cavan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48015/13]

12/11/2013WRM01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case.

The hearing will be scheduled for week-commencing 02nd  December 2013 and the person 
concerned will be informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM01550State Pension (Non-Contributory) Eligibility
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12/11/2013WRM01600205. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a non-contributory pension review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin.  [48020/13]

12/11/2013WRM01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Entitlement to the State pension 
(non-contributory) is subject to a means test. Items which count as means include cash income, 
including British pensions, the value of any property (excluding a person’s own home) and the 
value of any savings and investments. 

The person concerned did not qualify for the State pension (non-contributory) as her means 
exceeded the current statutory limit. It should be noted that payment for a qualified adult on 
State pension (contributory) is also subject to a means test. 

12/11/2013WRM01750Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/11/2013WRM01800206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in an invalidity payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [48039/13]

12/11/2013WRM01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM01950Fuel Allowance Eligibility

12/11/2013WRM02000207. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
fuel allowance in respect of a persons (details supplied) in Dublin 8; if she will grant same; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [48106/13]

12/11/2013WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Entitlement to fuel allowance is 
subject to a household income means test.  In order to qualify  for this allowance, in addition to 
an applicant being in receipt of a qualifying social welfare pension payment, s/he and any other 
members of their household must have a combined income not exceeding €100.00 per week, or 
savings/investments not exceeding €58,000.

According to the information available to the Department, the person concerned, in addi-
tion to their State pension (transition), has a gross weekly income in excess of €100.00, and is 
therefore not eligible to receive the allowance. The claim was disallowed accordingly, and the 
person concerned was notified of this decision on 18 February 2013.

12/11/2013WRM02150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRM02200208. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by her 
Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [48115/13]

12/11/2013WRM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): No amounts were paid to KPMG 
for non-audit services. The information in relation to the other companies is set out in the table:

Company Year €
PWC 2003 101,650.00
 - 2005 65,975.54
 - 2006 214,559.63
 - 2007 10,100.00
 - 2008 4,776.00
 - 2011 40,873.50
 - 2012 20,600.00
 - 2013 6,180.00
Grant Thornton 2008 153,466.12
 - 2009 1,000.00
Deloitte & Touche 2009 10,479.78
 - 2010 8,671.46
 - 2011 5,933.94
 - 2012 23,175.00
 - 2013 234,111.79
Ernst & Young 2003 545.42
 - 2008 100,193.42
 - 2009 82,215.00
 - 2010 101,573.06
 - 2011 127,286.14
 - 2012 7,623.00
 - 2013 24,008.44

12/11/2013WRM02350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRM02400209. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will de-
tail, in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by her 
Department to companies (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[48136/13]

12/11/2013WRM02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested is set 
out below. There were no amounts paid to Mason, Hayes & Curran or William Fry Solicitors.

Company Year Amounts Paid
€

2005 2,807.20
2010 6,597.96

Arthur Cox 2012 3,703.28
2004 1,212.00
2005 8,558.48
2007 26,630.68
2008 2,895.98
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Company Year Amounts Paid
2009 74,140.83

Matheson 2010 3,959.16
A&L Goodbody 2003 514.25

2004 2,878.84
2005 18,439.82
2006 90,683.74
2009 27,283.20

McCann Fitzgerald 2004 600
2007 33,192.44
2008 3,059.40
2009 3,752.13
2010 1,670.55

12/11/2013WRM02550Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRM02600210. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by her 
Department to senior counsel; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48158/13]

12/11/2013WRM02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no records of payments 
to Senior Counsel by my Department during the period in question.  The Office of the Attorney 
General is responsible for discharging fees in respect of Counsel who are retained by that Office 
to act for the Department.

12/11/2013WRM02750Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRM02800211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the maximum 
rent in respect of which rent support is payable, applicable to the house in question given the 
tenancy of two adults only (details supplied) in County Kildare; the exact amount of rent sup-
port approved in this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48180/13]

12/11/2013WRM02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As previously outlined to the Dep-
uty, the maximum entitlement to rent supplement is in payment to the customer. The rent limits 
were revised in June 2013 which set the maximum rate payable to this person based on their 
circumstance and County of residence at €575 per month.  Department records indicate that the 
rent currently payable by the person is now in excess of this revised limit and the case will be 
reviewed accordingly in due course.  Department officials are happy to assist the Deputy with 
any further queries in relation to this case.

12/11/2013WRM02950Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

12/11/2013WRM03000212. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway may expect a decision on their farm assist payment appeal; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48183/13]

12/11/2013WRM03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned together with the relevant Departmental 
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papers were received by that office on 07th  October 2013 and that the case will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRM03150Disability Allowance Eligibility

12/11/2013WRM03200213. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if myalgic encephalomy-
elitis is recognised by medical assessors in her Department as a debilitating disease for the pur-
pose of various applications for disability allowance and so on; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [48185/13]

12/11/2013WRM03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Myalgic encephalomyelitis   is 
accepted as a certifiable medical condition. Eligibility to illness related schemes is determined 
by the severity and expected duration of illnesses. All Departmental medical assessments for 
illness related schemes are conducted in accordance with the Department’s evidence based 
medical protocols and guidelines.

All medical evidence submitted is taken into consideration in assessing eligibility for the 
various illness related schemes.

  Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 173.

12/11/2013WRN00250Social Welfare Overpayments

12/11/2013WRN00300215. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the way in which 
an overpayment has occurred in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if 
any agreements have been reached to discharge liability; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [48193/13]

12/11/2013WRN00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An overpayment occurred as the 
person concerned failed to notify the Department of her earnings during the period 02 January 
2003 to 16 September 2004 while in receipt of a one parent family payment.  The rate at which 
the overpayment is currently being recovered is being reviewed at present and as part of the 
review process the Department will be in contact with the person concerned.

12/11/2013WRN00450Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/11/2013WRN00500216. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [48196/13]

12/11/2013WRN00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22nd 
October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
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comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office 31October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRN00650Fuel Allowance Eligibility

12/11/2013WRN00700217. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department allows 
any consideration for elderly persons who have a permanent monthly prescription expense of 
€144 as opposed to those who have no medical expense when considering whether to award 
fuel allowance to the person; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48208/13]

12/11/2013WRN00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All social welfare schemes, in-
cluding the fuel allowance, are operated on the basis of publicly available guidelines, which 
ensure fairness and consistency in determining eligibility.  The fuel allowance is paid to those 
in receipt of long-term jobseekers, one-parent family payment, disability allowance, invalidity 
pension and some people in receipt of the State pension.  Some 410,000 customers will receive 
the fuel allowance of €20 per week for six months of the year (26 weeks) from October to April, 
at a cost of €223 million.  The allowance is subject to a means test and is paid only to those who 
live alone or with certain exempted people.  The means tests which are used for social welfare 
schemes, including the fuel allowance, are based on income; they do not take account of a per-
son’s expenditure.  Full details of the criteria for the scheme are available on the Department’s 
website www.welfare.ie.

12/11/2013WRN00825Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

12/11/2013WRN00900218. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department allows 
for the deduction of the local property tax from gross income to establish a persons net income 
or if it is allowable as an expense under any other heading when calculating the means of per-
sons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48209/13]

12/11/2013WRN01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department operates a range 
of means tested social assistance payments. For means test purposes, account is taken of the 
income and assets of both the claimant and his or her spouse/partner.  

Where a claimant or a spouse/partner has earnings from employment, these earnings less 
PRSI contributions, pension contributions and trade union subscriptions are assessed as means.  
Various disregards and tapering arrangements also apply.  Payments of the local property tax by 
a claimant and/or a spouse/partner are not taken into account in order to determine a person’s 
net income for means test purposes.

12/11/2013WRN01025Employment Support Services

12/11/2013WRN01100219. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
whether the new Intreo system will help to target benefit fraud; and if she will make a statement 
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on the matter. [48244/13]

12/11/2013WRN01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to 
providing comprehensive employment support and income support services to our clients, with 
a focus is rights and responsibilities. 

The roll-out of the INTREO Service to jobseekers presents a clear opportunity to improve 
control performance in relation to jobseeker clients.  The integrated decision-making and the 
case management approach will not only have benefits in terms of services to the client but will 
also improve control across schemes.

Question Nos. 220 to 222, inclusive, withdrawn.

12/11/2013WRN01350Social Welfare Appeals Issues

12/11/2013WRN01400223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in respect of an appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [48278/13]

12/11/2013WRN01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19th 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 21st October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

12/11/2013WRN01550Budget 2014

12/11/2013WRN01600224. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding budget cuts; the actions planned to address the concerns 
raised; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48282/13]

12/11/2013WRN01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern of the Gov-
ernment in this and previous budgets has been to protect the primary weekly social welfare 
rates.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is critical in relation 
to protecting people from poverty.  To allow us to protect these core payments, we have had to 
look very carefully at other additional payments.  The cost of the telephone allowance scheme 
had risen each year with the number of eligible customers also increasing significantly.  In 2007 
there were some 316,000 people receiving the telephone allowance compared to almost 396,000 
at the end of September this year, an increase of 25%.  Each year almost 10,000 extra customers 
become eligible for the allowance because of the increased number of pension recipients.

I am keenly aware of the impact on the Department’s customers and particularly those who 
are living alone.  While we are ending the telephone allowance we have been able to keep at the 
same rates the other elements of the household benefits package, including the free electricity/
gas allowance and the free television licence.  We have also retained the fuel allowance, free 
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travel and the living alone increase.  

Of course it is important to be aware that Ireland’s pensioners as a group have the lowest 
consistent poverty rate and, as a group compared to the rest of the population, are least likely to 
be at risk of poverty - pointing to the adequacy and importance of the State pension.  Between 
2004 and 2011, consistent poverty for older people (those over 65) fell from 3.3% to 1.9%.  The 
‘at risk of poverty’ rate for people in that age group also reduced from 27.1% to 9.7% over the 
same period.

The monthly allowances under the household benefits package are a contribution towards 
the cost of services; they are not intended to meet those costs in full.  The ending of the tele-
phone allowance of €9.50 per month (or about €2.20 per week) will not result in the automatic 
removal of any landline service linked to a personal alarm.  Indeed, since the Budget announce-
ment, I am aware that one telephone company has advertised that they will cover the value of 
the allowance.  I would hope that other telephone companies will consider this.  

The telephone allowance was introduced at a time when telephones were expensive and 
uncommon and a landline service was the only option available to the customer.  The market 
has changed enormously since the introduction of the allowance, with several companies pro-
viding a range of services and rates with bundled services including television, telephone and 
broadband and pay-as-you-go mobiles. There are also personal security services that use mobile 
technology rather than land lines.

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government operates the seniors 
alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal alarms, 
smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means to con-
tinue to live securely in their homes. The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million.  There 
has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014.

Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 195.

12/11/2013WRN01850International Agreements

12/11/2013WRN01900226. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if a cost-benefit 
analysis has been undertaken by her Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic 
treaty; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48326/13]

12/11/2013WRN02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This is not a matter for my Depart-
ment.

Question No. 227 withdrawn.

12/11/2013WRN02150Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRN02200228. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons in County Westmeath in receipt of rent supplement; and the number in each rate 
category and their place of residence. [48355/13]

12/11/2013WRN02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not 
have accommodation available to them from any other source. There are approximately 81,000 
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rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.  
There are currently 1,586 recipients of rent supplement in County Westmeath.

Information on rate categories is not available.  A breakdown of the location of rent supple-
ment recipients in County Westmeath is provided in the following tabular statement.   

Rent Supplement recipients in County Westmeath by location (October 2013):

Location Recipients 
Mullingar 659
Athlone 551
Moate 106
Kinnegad 73
Castlepollard 32
Killucan 30
Tyrrellspass 12
Other 123
Total 1,586

12/11/2013WRN02350School Meals Programme

12/11/2013WRN02400229. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the average amount al-
located per child and per school through funding for breakfast or lunch clubs in schools around 
the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48366/13]

12/11/2013WRN02500230. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of DEIS 
band 1 and DEIS band 2 schools in Galway West that receive breakfast or lunch club funding; 
if any school has increased its funding allocation by changing from a breakfast club to a lunch 
club; the amount by which said schools have increased their allocation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48367/13]

12/11/2013WRN02600231. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if any school has in-
creased its breakfast or lunch club funding allocation in the past year; if any school has in-
creased its funding allocation by changing from a breakfast club to a lunch club; the amount 
by which said schools have increased their allocation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48368/13]

12/11/2013WRN02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
229 to 231, inclusive, together. 

The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services for 
disadvantaged children through two schemes.  The first is the statutory urban school meals 
scheme, operated by local authorities and part-financed by the Department.  The second is 
the school meals local projects scheme (SMLPS) through which funding is provided directly 
to participating schools and local and voluntary community groups who run their own school 
meals projects.  The Government has allocated an additional €2 million for the school meals 
programme in 2013, providing a total allocation of €37 million.

Funding under the school meals scheme can be provided for breakfast, snack, lunch, din-
ner and afterschool clubs.  Responsibility for the type of food club and its operation lies with 
the school/organisation concerned.  Priority for funding under the scheme is given to schools 
which are part of the Department of Education and Skills’ initiative for disadvantaged schools, 
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‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ (DEIS).  The school meals scheme does not 
differentiate between DEIS bands.

A total of some 1,000 organisations, with 1,240 associated schools/preschools received 
funding under the SMLPS for the school year 2012/13, benefitting almost 147,000 pupils.  To-
tal expenditure on this scheme in 2012 was some €34 million, providing an average rate of ap-
proximately €1.30 per child per day and €156 per school/organisation.  Schools/organisations 
benefiting under the scheme operate a wide range of food club modalities and may have other 
sources of funding for their projects. The application process for the school year 2013/14 is 
underway and will be finalised shortly as schools establish their clubs.     

During the previous school year, some 22 DEIS schools or associated organisations in 
County Galway received funding under the SMLPS.  There were no increased allocations pro-
vided to any school over that in the previous year as a result from changing from a breakfast 
club to a lunch club. 

The additional €2m allocated to the school meals scheme for 2013 is being used to extend 
the scheme to additional DEIS schools.  Bringing new schools into the scheme is considered to 
be the fairest way of ensuring that as many DEIS schools and disadvantaged pupils as possible 
have access to some level of funding under the programme.

12/11/2013WRO00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

12/11/2013WRO00200232. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if, while acknowledging 
the positive additional engagement by her Department with jobseekers, including offers of edu-
cational placements, she will confirm whether a person in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment as a 
result of an appeal regarding a disability payment will be negatively affected for not taking up 
an offer of a labour activation measure. [48385/13]

12/11/2013WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Legislation provides that a per-
son’s weekly jobseeker’s payment may be reduced for refusal or failure, without good cause, to 
engage with activation measures. 

Decisions regarding whether to apply the above sanctions are made by a Deciding Officer 
and are subject to appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.

  Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 177.

12/11/2013WRO00450National Parks and Wildlife Service Remit

12/11/2013WRO00500234. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the position regarding a peg number for a boat in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47931/13]

12/11/2013WRO00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Private boats 
on the lakes in Killarney National Park are regulated by way of mooring discs or pegs. In a 
scheme introduced in 1991, following lengthy consultation with interested parties, mooring 
discs were issued to all boat owners having a recognised traditional mooring right on the lakes, 
subject to an overall limit on the number of discs issued. It is considered that a limit is necessary 
so as to balance recreational use with the conservation imperative of flora and fauna of the lakes 
and surrounding areas and also taking account of obligations under the EU Birds and Habitats 
Directives. My Department does not permit the placing of boats on the lakes on a daily basis, 
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as boats and engines coming from outside the Park carry the risk of spreading invasive alien 
species such as zebra mussels and various pond weeds.

To facilitate others, applicants for mooring pegs are placed on a waiting list and any pegs 
becoming available are allocated to those on the list. In order to facilitate the short-term accom-
modation of some of those on the waiting list, they are entered into a lottery each year for one 
of 20 temporary mooring pegs to use the lakes for one year. 

My Department receives numerous requests for mooring spaces but, unfortunately, the de-
mand far exceeds the number of spaces available. My Department is currently in the process of 
reviewing all issues relating to the ongoing management of the lakes in the Park, including all 
boating activities, with a view to developing a long-term sustainable strategy for the lakes as an 
integral part of Killarney National Park.

The individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question has contacted my Department directly 
in relation to this matter and my officials have informed him of the position as set out above.

12/11/2013WRO00625Airport Development Projects

12/11/2013WRO00700235. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress made in the past six months with the provision of the terminal buildings at the airstrips 
in Cleggan and Inishbofin, County Galway; the reason for the delay with these projects; the 
steps taken to speed up the work commissioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47884/13]

12/11/2013WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): A decision has been made not to proceed further with plans for the construction 
of terminal buildings at the airstrips at Cleggan and on Inishbofin, County Galway. The contract 
with the consultants that were engaged to undertake the design, planning and tendering process 
for these buildings has, therefore, been terminated.    

My Department is currently assessing alternatives with regard to the possible disposal of 
these assets in conjunction with other stakeholders, including Galway County Council.

12/11/2013WRO00850Natural Heritage Areas Review

12/11/2013WRO00900236. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the fu-
ture plans for Slieve Bog, Dunmore, County Galway; if there are plans to make it a special area 
of conservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47887/13]

12/11/2013WRO01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Slieve Bog 
is within a raised bog Natural Heritage Area (NHA). In May 2010, the previous Government 
decided that turf cutting should come to an end on all raised bog NHAs, including Slieve Bog, 
at the end of 2013.

However, as part of an undertaking given in the current Programme for Government  , my 
Department is carrying out a review of raised bog NHAs, which will consider, inter alia, the 
future of turf cutting on such sites. To assist in this task, my Department has engaged a team of 
consultants who are undertaking the scientific work which will underpin the review. 

It is intended that the review, which will be completed shortly, will provide clarity for turf-
cutters and land-owners on Slieve Bog and in other raised bog NHAs in advance of the 2014 
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turf-cutting season.

12/11/2013WRO01050Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

12/11/2013WRO01100237. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide, in tabular form for each year since he was provided with a budget, the total 
cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48119/13]

12/11/2013WRO01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011 and therefore the available 
information is being provided from that date. 

I am advised that €1,600 for non-audit services was paid by my Department in 2012 to one 
of the companies referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  

12/11/2013WRO01250Departmental Legal Costs

12/11/2013WRO01300238. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide in tabular form for each year since he was provided with a budget the total 
cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48150/13]

12/11/2013WRO01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011 and I am advised that it has 
made no payments to Senior Counsel since that date. 

For completeness, I would bring to the Deputy’s attention that my Department makes pay-
ments from time to time to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in respect of legal services that it 
provides to my Department. 

12/11/2013WRO01450Wildlife Regulations

12/11/2013WRO01500239. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
introduce legislation for controlled mountain gorse burning before the closed season; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48287/13]

12/11/2013WRO01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Wildlife 
Acts 1976 to 2012 prohibit the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation growing 
on uncultivated land or in hedges or ditches from 1 March to 31 August during the nesting and 
breeding season for birds and wildlife. 

While vegetation such as hedgerows and scrub is important as wildlife habitat, it needs to be 
managed in the interests of both farming and biodiversity and the controlled burning of gorse is 
one such example.  I have initiated a review of the current legislation to ensure that it remains 
both effective and balanced. As part of that review, the potential for setting the relevant dates 
by statutory instrument, rather than in primary legislation, as is the position currently, will be 
examined.
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12/11/2013WRO01650International Agreements

12/11/2013WRO01700240. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing 
the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48314/13]

12/11/2013WRO01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
that the co-ordination of the Government position in relation to the ratification of the Antarctic 
Treaty is a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

I can confirm, however, that my Department has not carried out a cost benefit analysis of the 
nature referred to by the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRO01850Public Service Obligation Levy Increase

12/11/2013WRO01900241. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if there has been an increase in the public service obligation levy in the case 
of electricity bills and in general; and the way in which he will use this money generated from 
this increase  [47769/13]

12/11/2013WRO02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The PSO levy is charged to all electricity customers. It is designed to support the national policy 
objectives of security of energy supply, including through the use of indigenous fuels (i.e. peat), 
and the use of renewable energy sources in electricity generation. The proceeds of the levy are 
used to recoup the additional costs incurred by suppliers in sourcing a proportion of their elec-
tricity supplies from such generators. The policy and terms associated with PSO levy supported 
plant are mandated by Government in the relevant legislation and approved by the European 
Commission. The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), as set out in legislation, acts in 
an administrative function to calculate and certify the levy. As part of its calculation and certi-
fication of the PSO levy, the CER only allows costs properly incurred under the relevant PSO 
contracts/schemes and ensures that the scheme is administered efficiently.   

The cost of the levy for October 2013 to Sept 2014 as calculated by the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) is €210.9 million, an increase of €79.7 million on the 2012/2013 levy 
of €131.2 million. For domestic customers, the PSO levy will increase from €2.32 per month 
to €3.57 per month from October 2013 and this will be reflected in their electricity bills. The 
reasons given by the CER for the increase in the levy are:

- A lower forecast System Marginal Price (SMP) in the Single Electricity Market (SEM). 
The forecast price for 2013/2014 is €64.28/MWh. This is a reduction from 2012/2013 when the 
SMP was calculated at €65.72/MWh. A lower SMP results in the need for an increased PSO to 
recover costs for electricity generation which is guaranteed a support price under the PSO. If 
those plants cannot recover their supported price through the market price the size of the PSO 
levy has to be increased to support them up to the level of their guaranteed prices.

- An increase in the quantity of renewable generation subject to PSO support. There is an 
increase of 265 MW of REFIT renewable generation capacity compared to 2012/2013.

- A greater “R” factor. The PSO levy is calculated each year and is based on estimates of 
costs to be recovered by the relevant parties if these costs cannot be recovered in the market. 
These figures are adjusted two years afterwards when fully audited costs have been submitted 
and the actual market price is known. The “R” factor is the name given to this adjustment. The 
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actual payments from the market in 2011/2012 were lower than expected and the “R” factor for 
2013/2014 retrospectively reconciles these payments.

12/11/2013WRO02050Broadcasting Sector Regulation

12/11/2013WRO02100242. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, En-
ergy and Natural Resources the actions he is taking to compel the national broadcaster and in-
dependent radio stations to ensure that Irish singer-songwriters obtain a minimum of 30% total 
airtime; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47711/13]

12/11/2013WRO02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 159 of 21 March 2013

12/11/2013WRO02250Appointments to State Boards

12/11/2013WRO02300243. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the role he has in the appointment of members to the board of EirGrid, in-
cluding the appointment of the chairperson and directors of the board; the appointments he has 
made to the board of EirGrid since he assumed office; the criteria employed to select members 
of the board; if his attention has been drawn to any changes in board membership to date in 
2013; when he will be appointing new directors and-or chairperson to the board of EirGrid; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47775/13]

12/11/2013WRO02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Members of the Board of EirGrid, and the Chairperson of the Board, are appointed by the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. Such appointments are made under Statutory Instrument 
No. 445 of 2000.   

This Government has made changes in relation to appointments to State Boards and bodies 
with new arrangements involving advertisement of vacancies for applications from suitably 
qualified candidates and, in accordance with the Government Decision of 12 April 2011, Ex-
pressions of Interest have been invited from persons wishing to be considered for appointment 
to vacancies on State Boards under the aegis of this Department. This information has been 
used to inform decisions for appointments to State Boards.

The following appointments were made to the EirGrid Board since March 2011:

Dr Gary Healy 15/09/2011  

Ms Regina Moran 15/09/2011

Mr Liam O’Halloran 15/09/2011

Ms Bride Rosney 15/09/2011

Ms Doireann Barry 22/12/2011

Mr Fintan Slye 17/07/2013 

A new Chairperson will be appointed in the usual way in due course. New directors will be 
appointed when vacancies arise.
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12/11/2013WRO02450Semi-State Bodies Dividends

12/11/2013WRO02500244. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in respect of the NewEra strategy, if he has devised a strategy for the payment of 
dividends by State-owned companies to the Exchequer for the next five years. [47785/13]

12/11/2013WRO02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Lead responsibility for NewERA is a matter for the Minister for Finance. However, the general 
strategy for State owned energy companies, including matters relating to dividend, is a matter 
for agreement between those companies and the shareholding Ministers, the larger sharehold-
ing interest of which is held by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

12/11/2013WRO02650Electricity Transmission Network

12/11/2013WRO02700245. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources to whom the benefits from the Grid 25 scheme will accrue, with particular reference to 
the benefit that will accrue to private owners; and if private companies which set up wind farms 
are required to make a proportion of the output for the national grid as a public service obliga-
tion. [47801/13]

12/11/2013WRO02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
While several of the issues raised in the Question are matters for EirGrid, and not ones in which 
I, as Minister, have any role or function, I will respond to the issues that fall within the ambit of 
my Department and Government policy in this area.

EirGrid’s Grid25 Programme is a Government endorsed strategy to develop the transmis-
sion network to ensure nationwide safe, secure and affordable electricity supply supporting eco-
nomic growth, renewable and sustainable energy. It represents the most important investment 
in Ireland’s transmission system for several generations and will position our energy system for 
decades to come.    

Electricity demand for business and homes must be met safely and securely 365 days a year. 
Our ability to rebuild the economy, to attract and retain foreign investment, to sustain Irish en-
terprise, to create jobs and growth, to deliver regional development and to ensure the well-being 
of our people depend on this.

Grid25 will take several years to complete and it represents an investment of €3.2 billion. It 
involves extensive work throughout the country, including building 800km of new power lines 
and upgrading 2,000 km of existing lines – double the size of today’s grid. The Grid25 project 
will reduce our dependency on imported fossil fuels by putting the infrastructure in place to en-
able us use our own natural resources, help us create less carbon waste and enable us reach our 
renewable energy targets by 2020. 

There is no requirement for wind farm developers to connect to the National Grid, but or-
dinarily they do so to transmit electricity to consumers. The principal supports for renewable 
electricity generation are the current REFIT, and former AER schemes. These schemes are 
funded though the Public Service obligation (PSO) levy, which is paid for by all electricity 
consumers.

12/11/2013WRO02850National Wind Energy Strategy
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12/11/2013WRO02900246. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the reason wind farms are not being located offshore, eliminating the need for putting 
turbines across the land and the resulting electrical infrastructure of pylons and minimising the 
impact on communities. [47802/13]

12/11/2013WRO03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland has some of the best renewable energy resources in Europe, both onshore and offshore. 
Cost effective harnessing of the potential of the sector as a whole will be crucial to reducing 
our dependence on expensive fossil fuel imports, creating a low carbon energy system and de-
livering jobs in the green economy. The Government, as outlined in the Strategy for Renewable 
Energy 2012, is confident that Ireland has the capability to achieve its 2020 national targets for 
renewable electricity from onshore renewable generation and primarily from wind. Accord-
ingly, there is no support scheme for offshore wind for domestic consumption on the basis that 
it would impose unnecessary costs on the electricity consumer.    

In addition to pursuing our domestic renewable electricity requirements, my Department 
is also working closely with the United Kingdom Government to pursue the opportunity of 
harnessing the abundant potential of our renewable energy resources, including offshore wind, 
for export.

As set out in the 2012 Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Trans-
mission and Other Energy Infrastructure, the Government is keenly aware of the need to bal-
ance the requirement to deliver the new energy infrastructure necessary to ensure that the ener-
gy needs of all consumers are met in a way that is secure, reliable, sustainable and competitive, 
with the requirement to engage fully with the public regarding their concerns at such develop-
ments. To this end, on 23 October last, I launched the first of three phases of public consultation 
on the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the proposal to export renewable energy from 
Ireland to the UK. Responses to this consultation are sought by 22 November, 2013. 

Additionally, my Department is currently finalising an Offshore Renewable Energy Devel-
opment Plan (OREDP). The process began with the carrying out of a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA). Informed by the findings of the SEA, the OREDP will identify how best to 
coordinate actions across the environmental, energy and economic development policy areas 
in order to realise Ireland’s abundant offshore renewable energy potential in a sustainable way, 
using both offshore wind, and emerging ocean, technologies.

Furthermore, with regard to the development of onshore wind, a review of the Wind Energy 
Planning Guidelines currently underway, is examining the manner in which the guidelines ad-
dress key issues such as noise (including separation distance) and shadow flicker. The review is 
being carried out by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
in conjunction with this Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, in order 
to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy targets, while at the same time 
ensuring that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local communities. It is expected 
that draft revised guidelines will be published for consultation by the end of November with a 
view to the finalisation of the new guidelines by mid-2014.

12/11/2013WRO03050Employee Shareholding Scheme

12/11/2013WRO03100247. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if, in view of the failure of the company’s efforts to set up a grey market for company 
shares, he is in a position to respond to the former ESB staff requests that the State should buy 
back the ESOP shares or any portion of them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[47905/13]

12/11/2013WRO03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The ESB Employee Share Ownership Plan (ESOP) is a tax efficient mechanism established 
in December 2001 as a trust, to acquire and hold a 5% stake in ESB on behalf of over 10,000 
employees and former employees of ESB. I understand that in August 2013, it was decided by 
the Trustee and Chairman of the ESOP that given conditions following the first Internal Market 
in 2012 in respect of market liquidity, it would not hold a second Internal Market in September 
2013. I am advised that the Trustee is working to protect the interests of all the beneficiaries in 
order to resolve the matter as soon as possible. The ESOP receives 5% of every dividend pay-
ment by ESB. In addition, arising out of the impending sale by ESB of State assets, the ESOP 
is due to receive 5% of the special dividend revenues. That may provide an opportunity for the 
Trustee to resolve outstanding issues in relation to the remaining shares.

12/11/2013WRP00150North-South Interconnector Issues

12/11/2013WRP00200248. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his views on the North-South 400kV interconnection development; his views on 
the final re-evaluation report published in April 2013 on the project; if he is opposed to placing 
this new grid project underground; his reason for this position; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48092/13]

12/11/2013WRP00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In April 2013 EirGrid completed a comprehensive re-evaluation of the proposed North South 
400 kV Interconnector.  That re-evaluation found that there remains an urgent strategic need 
for the project and recommended that the new interconnector would take the form of a single 
circuit 400kV alternating current overhead line.  The re-evaluation process had regard for the 
Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission and Other Energy 
Infrastructure, published in July 2012.  In July 2013 EirGrid published its Preferred Project 
Solution Report which documents EirGrid’s design process and identifies a preferred line route 
and the indicative location of the towers.  An eight-week public consultation on the report was 
held from Tuesday, 16 July to Monday 9 September 2013.  This was the final formal consulta-
tion period prior to the submission of an application for planning approval to An Bord Pleanála.  
The preferred project solution is a 400kV overhead power line.  The report provides detailed 
information on the line route, including: maps; siting; construction of towers; and an outline of 
the environmental issues to be addressed in an Environmental Impact Statement.

The Government does not seek to direct EirGrid and ESB Networks or other energy in-
frastructure developers to particular sites or routes or technologies. These are matters for the 
developers and for the forward planning process through regional and local development plans 
and at project level through the development management process.

12/11/2013WRP00350Work Placement Programme

12/11/2013WRP00400249. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the reason participants in the Tús community work placement initiative are not 
eligible for the better energy warmer homes scheme; his views on whether this could act as a 
disincentive for persons to take up placements with Tús; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48093/13]

12/11/2013WRP00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The administration of the TÚS community work placement scheme is a matter for the Minister 
for Social Protection.  However, I am not aware of any criteria that would impede participants 
in the TÚS scheme from accessing the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, as long as the 
eligibility criteria of the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme are met.

The eligibility criteria of the scheme are as follows:

- Owner occupied non-Local Authority homes constructed before 2006, or

- The owner is in receipt of one of the following:
Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme,
Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and with children under 7 years of age, or
Family Income Supplement. 

If the Deputy is aware of a specific case, my Department would be happy to investigate the 
matter further.

12/11/2013WRP00550Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRP00600250. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide, in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative 
amount in euro paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48109/13]

12/11/2013WRP00650251. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will detail in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative 
amount in euro paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48134/13]

12/11/2013WRP00675252. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide in tabular form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative 
amount in euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48152/13]

12/11/2013WRP00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 to 252, inclusive, together.

 The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables, which include 
payments made from the formation of my Department in June 2007 to date.  The Department 
has a small cohort of permanent staff, some 250 full time equivalents at present.  Its remit in-
cludes oversight of very complex policy areas and direct procurement of major services where 
protection of the State’s interest must be paramount.  This situation necessarily requires my 
Department to procure specialist external professional advice in legal, financial and techni-
cal areas to enable it to discharge its responsibility to deliver quality services and protect the 
interests of the State and the taxpayer.  In obtaining these specialised services, my Department 
always seeks to ensure value for money and that expenditure is kept to the minimum necessary.  
My Department complies with relevant EU regulations and Department of Finance guidelines 
on the procurement of goods and services.

Table 1 : Payments for non-audit services to certain named companies from June 2007 to 
date:

Company 2007 € 2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € Total €
Pricewater-
house 
Coopers

0 162,270 55,660 15,125 0 98,427 182,505 513,987
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Company 2007 € 2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € Total €
KPMG 0 192,148 88,574 157,300 133,100 12,129 0 583,251
Ernst & Young 0 0 0 0 24,805 0 0 24,805
Deloitte & 
Touche

0 0 0 0 45,920 12,054 0 57,974

Grant 
Thornton

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 0 354,418 144,234 172,425 203,825 122,610 182,505 1,180,017

Table 2 : Payment to certain named companies from June 2007 to date:

Company 2007 € 2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € Total €
Arthur Cox 107,449 612,526 29,153 0 175,817 0 0 924,945
Matheson 78,317 33,035 0 0 0 0 0 111,352
A & L 
Goodbody

9,075 65,120 0 65,038 0 0 0 139,233

McCann 
Fitzgerald

0 912,231 13,162 0 0 0 0 925,393

William 
Fry

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mason 
Hayes & 
Curran

47,704 74,453 27,367 0 62,530 46,563 0 258,617

Total 242,545 1,697,365 69,682 65,038 238,347 46,563 0 2,359,540

Table 3 : Payments to Senior Counsels from June 2007 to date:

2007 € 2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € Total €
88,859 248,452 349,884 221,590 60,830 55,660 0 1,025,275

12/11/2013WRP00950Combatting Cyber Bullying

12/11/2013WRP01200253. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources if he has had any discussions with Internet providers regarding the ban-
ning of a website (details supplied) in view of the anniversary of the death of two young girls 
who were victims of cyberbullying; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48175/13]

12/11/2013WRP01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I met with the Internet Service Providers (ISPs) earlier this year to discuss inter alia measures 
which might be taken to protect children from some of the adverse consequences which can 
arise from going online, including bullying or harassment.  In this context, I should point out 
that Governments cannot impose an obligation on ISPs, such as that suggested by the Deputy, to 
filter or block online content.  Online media are not subject to a formal regulatory regime akin 
to that used to ‘regulate’ traditional radio and television broadcast media, either in Ireland or in 
other jurisdictions.  There are a range of reasons for this, not least the rapidly evolving nature 
of the technologies involved, the sensitivities around ‘regulating’ online media and the multi-
jurisdictional nature of the Internet.

Ireland is committed through the Internet Governance Principles contained in the Declara-
tion of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers to the principle of “Multi-stakeholder 
governance”.  In this regard, the development of international Internet related public policies 
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and Internet governance arrangements must allow for full and equal participation of all stake-
holders from all countries.  My Department continues to be engaged in the discussions on these 
issues.  My Department also monitors international developments with a view to ensuring that 
domestic policy within its remit reflects best practice and that the regulatory framework is 
amended as necessary.

The protection of children online is of paramount importance and there are a number of 
initiatives already in place in this respect, notably through the Department of Education’s re-
sources and support for parents and children as well as the various initiatives carried out by the 
Office for Internet Safety, established by Government to take lead responsibility for Internet 
safety in Ireland, particularly as it relates to children.  This Office operates under the aegis of 
the Minister for Justice and Equality.  The Office also aims at building linkages and cohesion 
between all Departments and Agencies to ensure that the State provides the best possible pro-
tection for the community and promotes Internet safety.

The importance of education in this context cannot be overemphasised.  It is essential that 
children, young people and parents are educated as to the risks that can be found online and 
that parents and teachers are supported in explaining these issues to children.  In this regard, 
there are a range of tools available online to assist parents in managing internet access.  One 
important initiative in this regard brought forward by my Department is the development of 
the website called www.makeITsecure.ie which seeks to promote best practice in relation to 
many issues arising from the use of the Internet.  This campaign, which was developed with 
industry, provides information in relation to the use of ICT by children.  The Department has 
also engaged in a number of EU initiatives on this subject, including Council Conclusions on 
the protection of children in the digital world in 2011, and continues to play an important role 
in discussions in the Council of Europe.

While my Department does not have the lead role in relation to the specific issue of cyber-
bullying, it works closely with other relevant Government Departments on this issue and the 
use of the Internet and Information and Communication Technology generally.  Earlier this 
year, the Department of Education and Skills published an action plan on addressing certain 
cyber issues, including specific measures on cyber-bullying and in September published ‘Anti-
Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools’.  I welcome these initiatives and 
hope that they will assist in addressing the challenges associated with cyber bullying.

12/11/2013WRP01350International Agreements

12/11/2013WRP01400254. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of 
Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48316/13]

12/11/2013WRP01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The question of Ireland’s signature and ratification of the Antarctic Treaty and related agree-
ments comprising the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) has been examined by Government De-
partments and Offices, including my own, in conjunction with the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade.  The Antarctic Treaty System comprises the Antarctic Treaty, the Convention 
on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (“CCAMLR”), the Convention for 
the Conservation of Antarctic Seals 1972 (“CCAS”) and the Madrid Protocol on Environmental 
Protection 1991 (“the Protocol”).  The Department of Foreign Affairs view is that preparation 
for signature and ratification by Ireland would impose substantial administrative burdens on 
several Government Departments.
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Though no formal cost benefit analysis has been undertaken on the impact of adherence to 
the Antarctic Treaty, the associated administrative burden would be substantial with the pro-
cess not providing any significant practical benefit.  While the objectives and achievements of 
the ATS are of considerable importance and the commitment of the signatories is to be com-
mended, Government Departments, including my own, have to concentrate their diminishing 
resources on their core business and areas of priority national interest and concern and are not in 
a position to assume any administrative burden associated with the ATS signature and ratifica-
tion process and ensuing treaty obligations at the present time.

12/11/2013WRP01550Broadband Services Provision

12/11/2013WRP01600255. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to ongoing problems with service and slow speeds 
under the national broadband scheme; if plans are in place to improve this service in areas of 
County Galway (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48337/13]

12/11/2013WRP01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, afford-
able, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme in September 
2007.  Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with Hutchison 3G 
Ireland Ltd (trading as “3”), the NBS mobile wireless service currently offers minimum down-
load and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum conten-
tion ratio of 18:1.  The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for 
technical reasons associated with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and 
upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio 
of 48:1.

My Department has well-established monitoring arrangements in place to ensure that the 
NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users.  The NBS contract guaran-
tees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3”, with significant financial conse-
quences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not met.  The NBS contract 
also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum guaranteed service, as 
set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to service rebates.  My 
officials operate a dedicated NBS mailbox, which NBS customers, who have fully utilised 3’s 
established complaints process and consider that their complaint has not been resolved, can 
contact by email at nationalbroadbandscheme@dcenr.gov.ie.  My Department will then liaise 
with “3” personnel at its Head Office in Dublin to remedy any service performance issues.  
While my Department has previously dealt with a small number of individual complaints from 
NBS customers in the area referred to by the Deputy there is no evidence to suggest widespread 
poor quality performance in the area. Last November, a member of the Department’s technical 
staff visited a number of premises within the area referred to by the Deputy.  The broadband 
speeds recorded in each of the premises at the time of the visit were within the contracted speci-
fications of NBS service.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband 
is available to all citizens and businesses, including those in County Galway.  This will be 
achieved by providing:

-  a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and
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- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  The State can only intervene to 
ensure access to broadband services in areas where the competitive market fails to deliver such 
services.  In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval 
must be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the cur-
rent and anticipated investment by the commercial sector over the coming years.  The results 
of this mapping exercise will inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led 
investment as envisaged in the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.  
Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring that 
all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

12/11/2013WRP01750Departmental Funding

12/11/2013WRP01800256. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department will provide funding for a project (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47644/13]

12/11/2013WRP01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are 35 Local Development Companies (LDCs) contracted, on my Department’s 
behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 
(RDP) throughout the country.  In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development the 
LDCs are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such 
decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and 
in line with Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations.  I understand from the LDC in 
question, North and East Kerry Development (NEKD ), that the board of NEKD approved two 
projects for this promoter totalling in excess of €20,000 in late 2012 and early 2013.

12/11/2013WRP01950Electromagnetic Fields Studies

12/11/2013WRP02000257. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider engaging the Radiological Institute of Ireland to under-
take a study of radioactive emissions from pylons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48266/13]

12/11/2013WRP02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department took over policy matters relating to non-ionising radiation in 2007. How-
ever , the powers of the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII) have not yet been 
extended to include non-ionising radiation with in their remit; this matter is under consideration 
in the context of the proposed merger of the RPII with the Environmental Protection Agency, 
scheduled for 2014.  The issue of the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields was the 
subject of an Expert Group Report commissioned by the Government and published in March 
2007.  This Report, entitled Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields , is available for download 
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on my Department’s website (www.environ.ie).  The Report examined a wide range of issues in 
relation to the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields, including those produced from 
electricity pylons.   The Expert Group reported that the majority scientific opinion was that no 
adverse short - or long-term effects have been demonstrated from exposure to electromagnetic 
fields at levels below the limits recommended by the International Commission on Non-Ionis-
ing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP).

With regard to Extremely Low Frequency (ELF) fields of non-ionising radiation emitted 
by electricity power lines, the Report concluded that there is limited scientific evidence of 
adverse health effects.  The Expert Group recommended that precautionary measures be used, 
where appropriate, and that Ireland continue to adopt and enforce the international guidelines 
developed by the ICNIRP and endorsed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Eu-
ropean Union.  A substantial volume of research on this issue is being carried out internationally 
by regulatory bodies with responsibilities for monitoring the health effects of electromagnetic 
fields.  The findings of this research are being monitored by the WHO’s EMF Project; it is ex-
pected that a report will issue in 2014.  My Department will continue to monitor this and other 
scientific evidence as it is made available, and will consider any policy implications in this 
context.

12/11/2013WRP02150Housing Statistics

12/11/2013WRP02200258. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of new houses commenced in County Meath in the years 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the number of these that are social houses; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [48360/13]

12/11/2013WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.   Data on the number of new 
house commencements are included in this range.  These commencements relate to private 
housing starts.  While my Department funds the provision of social housing units, specific data 
on commencement notices in respect of these units are not collated by my Department.

12/11/2013WRP02350Rental Accommodation Scheme Property Numbers

12/11/2013WRP02400259. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form for 2013, the amounts paid by each local 
authority under the rental accommodation scheme; the number of houses in respect of which 
this expenditure applies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48393/13]

12/11/2013WRP02500291. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form and by local authority, a breakdown of the 
number of units that are being provided to persons through the rental accommodation scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48363/13]

12/11/2013WRP02600292. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown, in tabular form, of the amount each local author-
ity spends on the rental accommodation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48364/13]



12 November 2013

517

12/11/2013WRP02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259, 291 and 292 to-
gether.

It is not possible to give a specific breakdown by county of the number of units tenanted at 
any given time under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). Numbers in RAS constantly 
vary as contracts end, tenants move on to other properties, landlords withdraw from the scheme, 
new tenancies are allocated or vacancies in contracted units are filled. Figures in relation to 
RAS units are generally provided as the number of household transfers from Rent Supplement 
to RAS   and other forms of social housing support.

Since the Scheme commenced in late 2005, 46,704 households have been transferred from 
Rent Supplement (RS) to RAS and other social housing options up to the end of Sept ember 
2013. The following table sets out the position on transfers by local authority since commence-
ment of the scheme:

Transfers from Rent Supplement to RAS & other forms of Social Housing. 2005 to end 
September 2013     

Local Authority Private & 
Unsold 
affordable 
units 

Voluntary 
housing 

Social housing Total all 
transferred

Carlow Co. Cl. 551 104 266 921 
Cavan Co. Cl. 467 109 419 995 
Clare Co. Cl. 451 101 311 863 
Cork City Cl. 950 297 1105 2352 
Cork County Cl. 1010 488 1576 3074 
Donegal Co. Cl. 434 339 1627 2400 
Dublin City Cl. 2087 778 846 3711 
Dublin South Co. Cl. 1665 185 1376 3226 
Dun/Rathdown Co.   Cl.  589 127 754 1470 
Fingal Co. Cl. 1071 331 1093 2495 
Galway City Cl. 684 256 396 1336 
Galway Co. Cl. 520 189 351 1060 
Kerry Co. Cl. 992 111 714 1817 
Kildare Co. Cl. 517 125 664 1306 
Kilkenny Co. Cl. 543 390 408 1341 
 Laois Co. Cl.  227  118  198  543 
Leitrim Co. Cl. 109 26 118 253 
Limerick City Cl. 803 108 201 1112 
Limerick Co. Cl. 302 274 331 907 
Longford Co. Cl. 400 0 112 512 
Louth Co. Cl. 244 95 888 1227 
Mayo Co. Cl. 807 441 425 1673 
Meath Co. Cl. 325 137 392 854 
Monaghan Co. Cl. 227 135 198 560 
Nth Tipperary Co. Cl. 541 71 344 956 
Offaly Co. Cl. 295 48 318 661 
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Local Authority Private & 
Unsold 
affordable 
units 

Voluntary 
housing 

Social housing Total all 
transferred

Roscommon Co.Cl. 496 93 429 1018 
Sligo Co. Cl. 480 177 213 870 
Sth Tipperary Co. Cl. 764 105 536 1405 
Waterford City Cl. 500 344 401 1245 
Waterford Co. Cl. 365 42 313 720 
Westmeath Co. Cl. 566 17 205 788 
Wexford Co. Cl. 772 111 1102 1985 
Wicklow Co. Cl. 554 34 460 1048 
Totals 20985 6306 19090 46704 

Funding for RAS is provided by a transfer of monies from the Department of Social Pro-
tection’s Vote to the Vote of my Department.  Monies are provided on an Exchequer neutral 
basis to meet the costs of persons transferring from the Supplementary Welfare Allowance RS 
Scheme to RAS.

Since the commencement of RAS, expenditure up to the end of September 2013 has amount-
ed to €607.78 million.  During the period January to the end of September 2013 expenditure has 
totalled €95.47 million out of an allocation of €150 million for the year.  Annual expenditure to 
date across all authorities since the scheme began is set out in the following table. 

RAS Expenditure 2004 – Sept 2013   

Year € 
2004 €164,836 
2005 €723,281 
2006 €6,199,980 
2007 €27,384,837 
2008 €53,025,430 
2009 €83,394,513 
2010 €100,076,430 
2011 €115,917,365 
2012 €125,429,966 
End Sept 2013 €95,470,893 
Total €607,787,531 

12/11/2013WRP02750Water Supply

12/11/2013WRP02800260. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) regarding a 
drinking water supply issue in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47718/13]

12/11/2013WRP02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A reply has issued to the correspondence in question.  The position is that the West 



12 November 2013

519

Donegal Regional Water Supply Scheme, of which Rathmullen is one element, is included in 
my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 - 2013 as a scheme to advance 
through planning during the lifetime of the Programme.   Donegal County Council has submit-
ted proposals to my Department for a large number of “advance works” on the scheme, includ-
ing works to improve the water supply in Rathmullen, in advance of submitting the full Pre-
liminary Report for the overall scheme to my Department for approval.  The “advance works” 
proposals are under examination and a decision will be made as soon as possible.

12/11/2013WRP02950Departmental Funding

12/11/2013WRP03000261. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of any funding allocated to climate finance in 2013; 
if he will specify the amount allocated to supporting adaptation and the amount supporting 
mitigation in developing countries; the amount been paid or will be paid into which multilateral 
funds; and the amount that has been or will be paid through other means. [47746/13]

12/11/2013WRP03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Effectively, while my Department is not directly providing climate finance in 2013, Ire-
land is on track to maintain or surpass 2012 levels of climate finance (€33m).  This funding 
is for adaptation and mitigation in Least Developed Countries and is provided under Ireland’s 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) budget supplemented by grant contributions from the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  The full details of Ireland’s climate finance 
contributions for 2013 will not be finalised until after year-end.

12/11/2013WRP03150Property Taxation Yield

12/11/2013WRP03200262. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 175 of 24 October 2013, the significant 
organisational and financial challenges facing local government that as referred to in his reply 
and the reason they were not foreseen. [47761/13]

12/11/2013WRP03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014.  Under the Fi-
nance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014 the Minister for Finance will pay 
into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax paid into the 
Central Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authorities from the Fund.  
In addition, the establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local govern-
ment sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing.

The Government has indicated an intention to move to 80% retention of all Local Prop-
erty Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised.  The establishment of 
Irish Water presents local government with significant organisational and financial challenges 
in 2014.  Service provision responsibilities will shift from the local authorities to Irish Water, 
infrastructure will be transferred, financing arrangements will alter and local authorities will 
operate on behalf of Irish Water under Service Level Agreements.  These changes must be man-
aged.  In this context, it has been necessary to defer defining a certain proportion of the proceeds 
of the Local Property Tax to be retained in each local authority until 2015.  This approach al-
lows maximum flexibility in allocating Local Property Tax in 2014 with the priority to support 
those local authorities with weaker funding bases.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable and 



Questions - Written Answers

520

resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for the 
provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision-making concern-
ing service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 2015 
will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and a strengthening of democracy at 
local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates.  A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

12/11/2013WRP03350Local Government Fund

12/11/2013WRP03400263. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the date on which the next round of allocations from the local government fund 
will be announced. [47762/13]

12/11/2013WRP03500264. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a breakdown for the past three years of allocations from the 
local government fund to each local authority. [47763/13]

12/11/2013WRP03600265. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the percentage and amount of the local government fund that is derived from 
the motor tax. [47764/13]

12/11/2013WRP03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 263 to 265, inclusive, together.

I assume that the Question s refer to general purpose grants from the Local Government 
Fund.  General purpose grants are my Department’s contribution towards meeting the cost to 
local authorities of providing a reasonable level of services to their customers. 2014 general 
purpose grant allocations will be announced in due course.

The estimated income to the Local Government Fund in 2013, as set out in the Revised 
Estimates for Public Services 2013 published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form, is €1,119 million. This includes estimated Motor Tax Receipts of €1,109 million, which 
contribute 99% of the fund’s income in 2013. The balance of the fund income is made up of 
interest earned from LGF monies invested with the National Treasury Management Agency and 
Household Charge receipts paid in 2013 in respect of 2012.

The following table details the general purpose grant allocations from the Local Govern-
ment Fund to all local authorities for 2011, 2012 and 2013.   

Local Authority Name 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € 
Carlow County Council 10,128,725 8,532,829 8,560,762 
Cavan County Council 16,549,414 14,200,854 14,123,740 
Clare County Council 12,736,073 10,176,044 10,072,651 
Cork County Council 42,689,885 33,495,626 32,048,612 
Donegal County Council 36,345,399 30,945,838 30,840,363 
Fingal County Council 31,522,005 20,455,071 19,619,590 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 26,267,018 25,780,316 24,772,291 
Galway County Council 32,835,625 28,105,841 27,400,744 
Kerry County Council 23,238,216 19,005,401 18,374,432 
Kildare County Council 23,924,053 20,127,482 20,634,229 
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Local Authority Name 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € 
Kilkenny County Council 17,527,581 15,113,016 15,105,892 
Laois County Council 15,143,352 13,189,788 13,070,064 
Leitrim County Council 13,479,217 11,809,261 11,952,743 
Limerick County Council 21,355,645 17,683,768 17,668,930 
Longford County Council 12,849,645 11,252,795 11,488,728 
Louth County Council 10,914,165 9,130,490 9,044,372 
Mayo County Council 32,135,562 27,800,750 27,650,043 
Meath County Council 25,553,557 21,684,996 21,251,612 
Monaghan County Council 13,648,138 11,902,168 11,968,784 
Tipperary North County Council 16,373,536 14,267,841 14,504,742 
Offaly County Council 14,139,586 12,164,815 12,095,491 
Roscommon County Council 18,490,254 15,967,965 15,828,208 
Sligo County Council 15,314,229 13,553,783 13,584,307 
South Dublin County Council 21,709,971 16,963,904 16,285,348 
Tipperary South County Council 20,211,960 17,472,862 17,302,006 
Waterford County Council 20,583,798 17,888,261 18,176,169 
Westmeath County Council 18,494,866 16,016,846 16,055,537 
Wexford County Council 19,259,881 16,229,752 15,912,433 
Wicklow County Council 17,502,198 14,625,057 14,357,641 
Cork City Council 22,940,522 17,265,785 16,612,544 
Dublin City Council 78,722,867 54,805,761 52,613,531 
Galway City Council 7,534,888 5,990,156 5,750,549 
Limerick City Council 9,638,920 7,968,166 8,264,861 
Waterford City Council 6,713,415 5,223,860 5,415,345 
Clonmel Borough Council 2,785,896 2,353,114 2,235,458 
Drogheda Borough Council 3,966,978 3,208,084 3,047,680 
Kilkenny Borough Council 1,560,328 1,266,584 1,203,255 
Sligo Borough Council 2,580,497 2,105,833 2,000,541 
Wexford Borough Council 1,948,097 1,773,200 1,684,540 
Arklow Town Council 1,455,760 1,264,178 1,200,969 
Athlone Town Council 1,587,448 1,296,281 1,231,467 
Athy Town Council 690,500 571,629 543,047 
Ballina Town Council 1,445,712 1,273,025 1,209,373 
Ballinasloe Town Council 793,526 679,194 645,234 
Birr Town Council 704,969 621,693 590,609 
Bray Town Council 3,831,912 3,303,940 3,138,743 
Buncrana Town Council 804,777 701,776 666,687 
Bundoran Town Council 493,613 425,621 404,340 
Carlow Town Council 1,530,546 1,332,619 1,265,988 
Carrickmacross Town Council 535,346 466,229 442,918 
Carrick-on-Suir Town Council 1,047,814 905,503 860,228 
Cashel Town Council 593,045 516,446 490,624 
Castlebar Town Council 851,964 730,023 693,522 
Castleblayney Town Council 419,775 361,631 343,549 
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Local Authority Name 2011 € 2012 € 2013 € 
Cavan Town Council 718,591 654,077 621,373 
Clonakilty Town Council 521,171 474,381 450,662 
Clones Town Council 524,434 464,307 441,092 
Cobh Town Council 1,046,319 952,382 904,763 
Dundalk Town Council 4,403,659 3,589,814 3,410,323 
Dungarvan Town Council 852,052 708,731 673,294 
Ennis Town Council 2,043,399 1,710,714 1,625,178 
Enniscorthy Town Council 1,016,035 924,817 878,576 
Fermoy Town Council 726,081 660,894 627,850 
Kells Town Council 421,572 361,427 343,356 
Killarney Town Council 1,603,506 1,317,649 1,251,767 
Kilrush Town Council 559,419 485,747 461,460 
Kinsale Town Council 344,812 313,856 298,163 
Letterkenny Town Council 966,369 796,266 756,453 
Listowel Town Council 665,706 562,011 533,911 
Longford Town Council 1,012,428 873,855 830,162 
Macroom Town Council 525,612 478,423 454,502 
Mallow Town Council 951,776 866,327 823,011 
Midleton Town Council 486,711 443,015 420,864 
Monaghan Town Council 976,889 828,489 787,065 
Naas Town Council 1,336,377 1,123,654 1,067,472 
Navan Town Council 483,948 392,283 472,669 
Nenagh Town Council 957,471 847,980 805,581 
New Ross Town Council 857,575 780,583 741,554 
Skibbereen Town Council 370,292 337,047 320,195 
Templemore Town Council 576,386 505,123 479,867 
Thurles Town Council 865,088 729,707 693,222 
Tipperary Town Council 745,880 630,993 599,444 
Tralee Town Council 2,694,458 2,188,225 2,078,813 
Trim Town Council 491,118 426,006 404,706 
Tullamore Town Council 1,089,931 924,856 878,613 
Westport Town Council 705,501 611,929 581,332 
Wicklow Town Council 1,391,457 1,202,037 1,141,936 
Youghal Town Council 965,305 878,642 834,709 

12/11/2013WRQ00200Fire Service Issues

12/11/2013WRQ00300266. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is satisfied with the procedures and policies in place in Wicklow County 
Council in relation to the fire service; if he is satisfied that all these policies comply with circu-
lars set down by his Department and relevant legislation; his views on the recent findings of a 
court in relation to this local authority being found negligent in this area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47766/13]

12/11/2013WRQ00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): I again extend my deepest sympathies to the families and colleagues of Brian Murray and 
Mark O’Shaughnessy whose deaths occurred in tragic circumstances in Bray in 2007.   

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises and 
equipment for use by fire service personnel is a matter for the fire authorities under Section 10 
of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 2003.

My Department, through the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management, 
engages on an on-going basis with fire authorities on the development and implementation of 
national policy. I published a new national policy for the future direction of fire services in Feb-
ruary 2013 titled Keeping Communities Safe   (KCS). This is intended to keep fire safety and 
fire services in Ireland in line with international best practice and to manage fire risk effectively 
so that the downward trend in the level of fire loss recorded annually continues. 

There have been a number of initiatives to assist fire authorities in meeting their statutory 
responsibilities while also complying with the requirements of the Safety Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005. These include embedding the “safe person” concept for those working in fire 
services, so that they are appropriately equipped and trained, have procedures and are super-
vised so that, in so far as is reasonably practicable, their safety at work is ensured. Initiatives 
include the introduction into fire service operations of the National Incident Command System 
in 2007; the template for Fire Services Ancillary Safety Statements also from 2007, Fire Service 
Standard Operational Guidance (SOGs) 2010 – 2013; other operational guidance including The 
Use of Breathing Apparatus in the Fire Service (2007) as well as associated training material. 
Occupational Health Systems and Critical Incident Stress Management programmes were also 
put in place with co-ordination and assistance from the relevant bodies at national level. De-
velopments in this field are on-going and a Fire Services Safety Management System (SMS) 
is being developed to ensure that occupational health and safety in fire services is fully aligned 
with local government SMS policy and is based on international best practice in this field.

Three separate investigations were carried out into the Bray fire tragedy. These were con-
ducted by the relevant statutory authorities, the Health and Safety Authority (HSA), An Garda 
Síochána and Wicklow County Council itself. For the record, Wicklow County Council pleaded 
guilty to four specific charges in the recent court case arising from the investigations of the Bray 
fire tragedy. In the course of the trial the original charges were amended and Wicklow County 
Council pleaded guilty to the revised charges as follows:

-  not providing a system of work which effectively ensured that sufficient assistance was 
available from a second fire tender within a reasonable period either by having a standing 
instruction (pre-determined attendance) and by failing to have an adequate plan to summon 
assistance from other brigades so as to ensure so far as reasonably possible that safe levels of 
resources were applied to fighting fires;

-  failing to establish, co-ordinate and maintain an effective system of central control and 
communication effective to secure timely assessment of response, communication with other 
brigades and co-ordination of response;

-  failing to review the safety statement relating to the work of the Bray fire brigade;

-  providing for the use of Bray fire brigade fire fighting apparatus being a compressed air 
foam system in circumstances where they had not received sufficient training in the use of that 
system.

I understand from Wicklow County Council that changes have been made since September 
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2007 reflecting the national initiatives outlined above relating to the content of the above indict-
ments.

On 25 October 2007 the process of closing the Watch Room in Bray Fire Station was com-
pleted and its functions transferred to the Eastern Regional Control Centre (ERCC) operated 
by Dublin Fire Brigade. In addition a standardised list of Wicklow County Fire Service Pre-
Determined Attendances (PDAs) became operational on that date.

The Fire Service Ancillary Safety Statement has been revised and updated on a number of 
occasions between 2008 and 2013.  Personnel who use CAFS all receive training from exter-
nally accredited instructors.   

I am also advised by Wicklow County Council that other improvements in Wicklow County 
Fire Service since September 2007 include:

- Adoption and application of the National Incident Command System including the provi-
sion of training to all personnel;   

-  Training for and implementation of national Standard Operational Guidance (SOGs);   

-  Location in Bray Fire Station of 8 drivers who are qualified to drive fire engines under 
blue light conditions, and 8 personnel trained to Unit 1 standard i.e. capable of taking charge of 
small incidents;   

-  Introduction of a formalised system of Pre-Incident Planning;   

-  Installation of exhaust extraction systems have been installed in all fire stations;   

-  An increase in headquarters staff numbers from 3 to 6.

-  Provision of a range of specialist Training for fire service personnel.

12/11/2013WRQ00500UN Missions

12/11/2013WRQ00600267. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the occasions, since the start of 2002, on which his Department has facili-
tated the attendance of civil society organisations at UN and other Intergovernmental Confer-
ences through the courtesy of accrediting them as part of the Government delegation; and if he 
will provide a list of names of the individuals in question, their organisational affiliation and the 
host city, title and year of the conference.  [47777/13]

12/11/2013WRQ00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information sought is not readily available in my Department and its compilation 
would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work.   

On the core issue of civil society organisations being facilitated on national delegations for 
UN and other intergovernmental conferences, my Department tries to be accommodating where 
warranted or where exceptional circumstances may arise.   

The national delegation for such United Nations and intergovernmental conferences is 
drawn primarily from Government Departments and Agencies that are directly engaged on the 
policies and issues concerned and that work on the basis of an overall agreed national Govern-
ment position, representing Ireland.  Exceptions to this are not envisaged, save where some 
specific element of expertise is required to improve the overall national coverage of issues at 
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the negotiations. Where applications are received from civil society organisations, they are 
given full and careful consideration, taking into account, inter alia  , fairness to all interested 
observers and options available through the formal channels of admission available to non-
governmental organisations. 

For example, under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, there are estab-
lished provisions and arrangements in place for admission of non-governmental organisations 
to sessions of the Convention bodies as observers. Attendance by observers representing civil 
society organisations should be pursued through that channel. Routine matters in relation to 
the provisions and requirements for nomination of civil society members by non-governmental 
organisations do not in general constitute exceptional circumstances that would warrant inclu-
sion in the national delegation.

12/11/2013WRQ00800Waste Management Regulations

12/11/2013WRQ00900268. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a review, initiated by his Department in June 2012, of 
the producer responsibility initiative model in Ireland; when this review will be complete; and 
when he will be in a position to publish the review in full.  [47791/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01000269. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding producer responsibility initiatives here and the vari-
ous waste streams which are covered by producer responsibility initiatives.  [47792/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01100270. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the current number and identity of approved producer responsibility initia-
tives under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007, S.I. No 798 of 2007; the 
date such approval commenced; the date and term of any extensions to the schemes; the process 
which was undertaken for the approval of such schemes; and if such approval is contingent 
upon or will be delayed until the outcome of the review of the producer responsibility initiative 
model in Ireland.  [47793/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01200271. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the current number and identity of applications to his Department for ap-
proval to operate a producer responsibility initiative under the Waste Management (Packaging) 
Regulations 2007, S.I. No 798 of 2007; the process which will be undertaken in such an ap-
proval process; and if such approval is contingent upon or will be delayed until the outcome of 
the review of the producer responsibility initiative model in Ireland.  [47794/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 268 to 271, inclusive, together. 

In June 2012, I announced a wide ranging review of the existing producer responsibility 
initiatives (PRIs) in Ireland. The overall purpose of this review is to assess the nature and level 
of the challenges which are currently facing the existing Producer Responsibility Agreements 
as well as the forthcoming challenges that are expected to arise in the management of various 
waste streams. The findings and recommendations from the review will form the basis for the 
development of robust producer responsibility initiatives that will enable Ireland to operate 
successfully in meeting our domestic and EU environmental obligations in the medium to long 
term.

The terms of reference for the review provide that certain parts of the project would be 
progressed faster, and delivered once completed. In this regard, my Department has recently 
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published the reports on Corporate Governance and the consideration of the introduction of a 
Packaging Levy.  These reports are available on my Department’s website (www.environ.ie).  I 
expect to publish the reports on Waste Tyres and End-of-Life Vehicles in the coming weeks and 
the final report of the review will be published in the coming months.   

The principal PRIs in Ireland are in the areas of waste electrical and electronic equipment 
(WEEE), batteries, packaging, end-of-life vehicles (ELVs), waste tyres and farm plastics. The 
majority of these PRI schemes have operated very successfully and have enabled Ireland to 
reach our domestic and EU recycling targets. They have also successfully contributed to Ireland 
meeting our overall environmental goals and have diverted substantial amounts of waste from 
landfill. 

In terms of packaging PRIs, Repak is the sole compliance scheme approved to date under 
the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007.  My Department currently also has one 
application on hand, from ERP Ireland, for approval under the Regulations.   

Repak’s last five-year approval expired at the end of 2011. This was initially extended for 
a twelve-month period to 31 December 2012 and then for two further periods of six and then 
three months to 30 September 2013. Repak was re-approved for a further five-year period from 
25 September 2013. 

The application and assessment processes are set out under Articles 18 and 19 of the 2007 
Regulations. 

One of the issues under examination under the PRI review is the issue of the competitive 
environment for compliance schemes in Ireland, and the review will examine and advise on 
the optimal competitive environment. As the review is also examining a variety of inter-related 
issues within the packaging sector, including the possibility of a packaging levy, I decided that 
I would await the results and final report of the PRI Review before completing the decision-
making process in respect of ERP Ireland’s application.  My Department has kept ERP Ireland 
fully informed on this matter and on the status of their application generally and has given simi-
lar indications to other potential applicants in other waste streams who had enquired about the 
application process namely that, while they could seek to apply, their applications would not be 
considered and determined until after the PRI review was finalised.

12/11/2013WRQ01400Fire Safety Regulations

12/11/2013WRQ01500272. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the steps he has taken to ensure that Fingal County Council has exercised its en-
forcement powers under the Fire Safety Act 1981 in relation to dwellings at Martello in Balbrig-
gan in view of the serious fire safety breaches and the fact that residents in Foxford Court had 
to be evacuated; and if he is satisfied that the local authority has fulfilled its responsibilities in 
relation to fire safety compliance. [47806/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Fire 
Safety Act 1981, the Building Control Act 1990 and the Planning and Development Acts, all 
of which may be relevant in relation to fire safety arrangements in residential buildings, and 
have used such powers on a number of occasions, including in relation to instances of non-
compliance which arose in relation to both residential developments referred to in the question. 

Neither I nor my Department have any function in assessing, checking or testing compli-
ance, or otherwise, of specific works or developments, nor can I or my Department influence or 
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interfere in the handling of specific cases by local authorities who are at all times independent 
in the use of their statutory powers.  Nevertheless I have urged, and will continue to urge, local 
authorities in general to continue to use all of the powers currently available to them to address 
failures to comply with statutory requirements, particularly in relation to fire safety in residen-
tial developments within their functional areas. 

In the case of the Martello Estate in Balbriggan, my Department understands that Fingal 
County Council issued an enforcement notice under the Building Control Act 1990 and, on foot 
of undertakings given in the District Court, the developer has now carried out remedial works 
which have been certified by a competent professional who supervised the works.  It is under-
stood that Fingal County Council is satisfied that the substance of the enforcement notice has 
been complied with and no further action is contemplated. 

In relation to Foxford Court in South County Dublin the position is that a detailed remedial 
works tender has been prepared by the developer and agreed with the Dublin City Fire Safety 
Officer.  A contractor has now been selected who has undertaken to carry out the works within 
a 10 week period and in a manner which will render the properties fully compliant with Part B 
(Fire Safety) of the Building Regulations.  South Dublin County Council will continue to liaise 
closely with the developer and the Management Company of Foxford Court and is confident 
that all parties concerned are committed to achieving a full and early resolution to this problem. 

12/11/2013WRQ01700Rental Accommodation Scheme Eligibility

12/11/2013WRQ01800273. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the circumstances in which a person may enter the rental accommodation scheme 
even though they have not been in receipt of rent supplement for 18 months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [47814/13]

12/11/2013WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The 18 month threshold is a ‘rule of thumb’ to try to dis-
tinguish between persons who are seeking a short term income support and those who have a 
long term housing need. 

While in general a household must be in receipt of rent supplement for 18 months or more 
to qualify for the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), housing authorities do, on occasion, 
accept households on to RAS where they have been less than 18 months on rent supplement. 
This occurs where there are exceptional circumstances and where a long term housing need can 
be demonstrated. This has been applied in respect of homeless persons and for households with 
special needs. 

Bringing persons into RAS before the 18 month period has elapsed has also been applied 
administratively to facilitate a landlord who is bringing a number of properties across with ten-
ants on rent supplement for different periods. It has also been used to facilitate persons moving 
back to employment.   

12/11/2013WRQ02000Local Authority Services

12/11/2013WRQ02100274. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will issue guidelines to local authorities to ensure any correspondence to local 
authority tenants is reviewed by the National Adult Literacy Agency or similar body to ensure 
it is jargon free, in plain English and easily accessible for those with varying literacy levels. 
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[47818/13]

12/11/2013WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It would be a matter for individual local authorities to 
ensure that any correspondences to their tenants are prepared with due consideration of their 
customer charters and other relevant provisions as regards the accessibility of the material.   
While I have no plans to issue guidelines along the lines proposed it should also be noted that 
efforts are continually made where possible to ensure that all communications are clear, unam-
biguous and widely accessible.   

In this context I would very much welcome any additional specific measures taken by indi-
vidual local authorities to ensure that their publications and correspondences with the public are 
in such a format that they are accessible to the broadest possible range of persons, literacy-wise.

12/11/2013WRQ02300Local Authorities Management

12/11/2013WRQ02400275. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the fact that a special exemption has been given to Kilkenny that allows 
it to retain its Mayor from 2014 onwards, if he will take into consideration the fact that Killar-
ney is the capital of tourism here (details supplied); if he will give special status to Killarney, 
County Kerry and allow it in future to elect its own Mayor; if he will take into consideration the 
fact that the Mayor is extremely important to Killarney, the business and hospitality industry, 
even more so than most towns and cities here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47859/13]

12/11/2013WRQ02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Bill 2013 does not provide a special exemption for Kilkenny in 
relation to the position of its Mayor.  The Bill provides for all municipal districts containing 
current Borough Councils, including Kilkenny, or towns with a population of 20,000 to have 
the option of adopting the title of Mayor.  I am satisfied that the provisions of the Bill in this 
regard reflect appropriately the status and relevant application of the mayoral title.

12/11/2013WRQ02600Planning Issues

12/11/2013WRQ02700276. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the procedures in place for the demolition of buildings and disposal of asso-
ciated debris in urban and rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47876/13]

12/11/2013WRQ02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The demolition of buildings - other than as exempted by 
Class 50 Schedule 2, Part 1 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (demolition, 
subject to conditions, of a building within the curtilage of a house, an industrial building, a 
business premises or a farmyard complex) - is subject to the requirement to obtain planning 
permission. 

Section 34(4)(l) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 permits the attachment of con-
ditions to a planning permission relating to construction and demolition waste management. A 
possible draft for such a condition is included in the Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation 
of Waste Management Plans for Construction and Demolition Projects, issued by my Depart-
ment in July 2006; this provides that prior to the commencement of development, the developer 
would be required to submit a formal Project Construction and Demolition Waste Management 
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Plan to the local authority for agreement prior to Commencement Notice stage.

In June 2007, my Department issued the Development Management Guidelines for Plan-
ning Authorities. The Guidelines advise that, in relation to the issue of the proper management 
of construction and demolition waste, planning authorities should have regard to Departmental 
Circular Letter WPR 7-06 and Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Manage-
ment Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects (available at www.environ.ie) or any sub-
sequent revision of these guidelines. These guidelines primarily advocate maximum reuse of 
materials onsite, their segregation to facilitate recycling when not reused onsite, and minimal 
disposal.

The ongoing review of the Producer Responsibility concept in Ireland will examine the 
establishment of producer responsibility obligations for construction and demolition projects 
over a certain threshold. The final report of the review will be published in the coming months. 

12/11/2013WRQ02900Planning Issues

12/11/2013WRQ03000277. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding entrances on to 
national secondary roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47930/13]

12/11/2013WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision as to whether to grant planning permission 
in any particular case is a matter for the relevant planning authority, in the first instance, and for 
An Bord Pleanála in the event of an appeal. In making decisions on planning applications, plan-
ning authorities and the Board must consider the proper planning and sustainable development 
of the area, having regard to the provisions of their development plan, any submissions or ob-
servations received, and relevant nisterial or Government policies, including current guidelines 
issued by my Department under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 

In January 2012 my Department published the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guide-
lines for Planning Authorities. The guidelines were issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála are required to have 
regard to them in the performance of their functions. 

12/11/2013WRQ03200Inland Waterways

12/11/2013WRQ03300278. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department will provide direction for a safety procedure (details supplied) to 
be enforced; if this procedure been enforced in any other region or with any other community 
organisation; if he will reverse this decision and allow for Meath River Rescue to operate in a 
fully integrated and efficient manner. [47988/13]

12/11/2013WRQ03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport is the Minister with respon-
sibility for receiving calls for assistance for inland waterways and mobilisation of appropriate 
response services. I have no function in the matter referred to in this question.

12/11/2013WRQ03500Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding
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12/11/2013WRQ03600279. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will approve funding for the extension of a sewerage scheme (details supplied) 
in County Limerick, especially since there is a pumping station already in place  [48005/13]

12/11/2013WRQ03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Work is continuing on the Patrickswell Sewerage Scheme – Networks Contract which 
is being funded under my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013. 

In August 2013, Limerick County Council submitted a proposal for an extension to the 
contract in the Ballyanrahan / Ballybronogue area at an estimated cost of some €0.57 million.  
Following examination of this proposal by my Department, a letter issued to Limerick County 
Council in October 2013, advising the Council that funding of the extension was not approved 
as the proposed works would not prevent issues experienced with septicity and odour, and do 
not represent good value for money.

12/11/2013WRQ03800Building Regulations Amendments

12/11/2013WRQ03900280. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to change current building guidelines to encourage the use of rainwa-
ter harvesting in new developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48102/13]

12/11/2013WRQ04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Building regulations, which are primarily concerned with the safety and wellbeing of 
persons in and around buildings, set down mandatory performance standards for buildings, and 
these performance standards are reviewed and upgraded over time.  The statutory requirements 
are set out in twelve parts (classified as parts A to M) included under the Second Schedule to 
the Building Regulations 1997-2013.  Technical guidance documents (TGDs) are published to 
accompany each of the twelve parts in order to demonstrate how the statutory requirements may 
be achieved in practice.    

Generally speaking, the performance standards set out under the building regulations can 
be met by a variety of traditional or innovative approaches.  The building regulations and the 
accompanying TGDs leave it open to each individual designer to pick the optimum solution for 
the particular building concerned while ensuring that the mandatory performance requirements 
are met. 

In relation to water sustainability, Part H – Drainage and Waste Water Disposal – of the 
Building Regulations was updated in 2010 and the accompanying TGD H 2010 already refer-
ences water sustainability systems which are coming into increasing use (e.g. rain water recov-
ery systems, grey water usage, etc.).  At the time my Department was aware of research, under-
taken over a 24 month period which commenced in 2006, by the Dublin Institute of Technology 
on behalf of the National Rural Water Monitoring Committee in regard to the feasibility of 
rainwater harvesting systems replacing treated main water for non-potable uses.  This research 
concluded that there is no economic basis for the adoption of rain water harvesting by domestic 
consumers.  Nevertheless, my Department was of the view that referencing rainwater harvest-
ing systems in TGD H 2010, as has been done, was appropriate given the increasing level of 
interest in the use of such systems and that this would ensure that such systems, where used, can 
be designed and constructed in a safe and responsible manner and in accordance with the best 
available national and international guidance. 

Part G – Hygiene – of the Building Regulations was amended in 2008 and in the interests of 
water efficiency dual flush toilets are now standard when toilets are being installed or replaced.
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My Department also publishes design guidance for local authorities - Quality Housing for 
Sustainable Communities –   which emphasise environmental sustainability and resource ef-
ficiency.  The influence of this guidance extends beyond social housing provision to provide an 
important reference point in promoting sustainability issues generally.

12/11/2013WRQ04100Departmental Contracts

12/11/2013WRQ04200281. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumula-
tive amount in euro paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48111/13]

12/11/2013WRQ04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Payments made by my Department to the relevant companies for each year from 2008 for 
non-audit services are set out in the following table.

Company* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Deloitte €32,685 €28,856 - - - 
Ernst and Young €325,345 €219,702 - - - 
Grant Thornton - €129,112 €54,607 - - 
Price Waterhouse 
Coopers 

€995 - - €59,290 €120,294 

*No payments were made to KPMG.   

Information in respect of earlier years is not readily available and its compilation would 
involve a disproportionate amount of time and work. 

12/11/2013WRR00125Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRR00200282. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumula-
tive amount in euro paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [48130/13]

12/11/2013WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Payments made by my Department to the relevant companies for each year from 2008 
are set out in the following table. The data do not include costs associated with the Planning 
Tribunal. 

Company* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
A and L 
Goodbody 
Solicitors 

- € 6,075 € 14,925 € 10,374 - 

Arthur Cox 
Solicitors 

€ 65,807 - € 63,960 € 97,510 € 61,307 

Matheson 
Ormsby 
Prentice 
Solicitors 

- - €1,406 - €196,198** 
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Company* 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
McCann 
Fitzgerald 
Solicitors 

€ 93,703 € 25,375 € 8,408 - - 

William Fry 
Solicitors 

€ 113,324 - - - - 

*No payments were made to Mason Hayes & Curran .   

**Costs arising from a judicial review.   

Information in respect of earlier years is not readily available and its compilation would 
involve a disproportionate amount of time and work .   

12/11/2013WRR00350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRR00400283. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumula-
tive amount in euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48154/13]

12/11/2013WRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Payments made by my Department to Senior Counsel for each year from 2008 are set 
out in the following table. The data do not include costs associated with the Planning Tribunal.     

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
€28,280 €23,484 €54,957 €0 € 21,033 

Information in respect of earlier years is not readily available and its compilation would 
involve a disproportionate amount of time and work. 

12/11/2013WRR00550Water Meters Installation

12/11/2013WRR00600284. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is aware that contractors receiving funds from his Department to install water 
meters across the State ostensibly so that they can employ persons to install said meters can 
simultaneously obtain workers on the JobBridge scheme funded by the Department of Social 
Protection leading to a situation where contractors can retain more profit from the funds than 
they receive from his Department. [48186/13]

12/11/2013WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an inde-
pendent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to 
allow Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme. Irish Water has confirmed to 
my Department that neither it nor its contractors have employed meter installers through the 
JobBridge scheme. The metering programme is being funded by a commercial loan from the 
National Pensions Reserve Fund to Irish Water.

12/11/2013WRR00750Social and Affordable Housing Maintenance
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12/11/2013WRR00800285. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his further plans for an estate (details supplied) in County Wicklow following the 
spending of €1 million to renovate eight units in the estate. [48247/13]

12/11/2013WRR00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Glending Estate in Blessington is comprised of 69 
social and 14 affordable houses. Since its completion in 2009, this estate has been subject to a 
number of construction related problems and flooding issues.  In late 2011, Wicklow County 
Council sought funding from my Department to assist in bringing the estate up to a satisfactory 
standard.  Subsequently a budget of over €2.3 million was approved for a programme of works 
to rectify a number of defects in the estate including upgrading of the surface water drains, 
replacement of render to houses, addressing problems with plumbing and central heating and 
repairs to roofs and chimneys. 

To date over €1.7 million of the approved budget has been recouped to Wicklow County 
Council.  My Department understand s the Council is continuing to address the defects with a 
view to bring ing the Glending Estate up to  n acceptable standard.

12/11/2013WRR00950Planning Issues

12/11/2013WRR01000286. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that an estate (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow which received planning permission from the local authority, was built on a 
flood plain, and if he will instruct Wicklow County Council to conduct an investigation into the 
awarding of this planning permission. [48269/13]

12/11/2013WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision as to whether to grant planning permission 
in any particular case is a matter for the relevant planning authority in the first instance, and 
for An Bord Pleanála in the event of an appeal. In making decisions on planning applications, 
planning authorities and the Board must consider the proper planning and sustainable develop-
ment of the area, having regard to the provisions of the development plan, any submissions or 
observations received and relevant nisterial or Government policies, including current guide-
lines issued by my Department under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 
The Act also provides for the inclusion of development plan objectives for the carrying out of 
flood risk assessment for the purposes of regulating, restricting or controlling development in 
areas at risk of flooding.

In November 2009 my Department issued Guidelines for Planning Authorities on the Plan-
ning System and Flood Risk Management. These are aimed at ensuring a more consistent, rig-
orous and systematic approach to flood risk identification, assessment and management within 
the planning system. These guidelines provide, inter alia, that development in areas at risk 
of flooding, particularly floodplains, should be avoided unless there are wider sustainability 
grounds that justify appropriate development and where the risk can be reduced or managed to 
an acceptable level. The guidelines were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000, as amended, and planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála are required to have 
regard to them in the performance of their functions.

These statutory guidelines, when taken together with the legislative measures in the plan-
ning code, provide a sound basis for planning authorities to identify, assess and take appropri-
ate steps to manage flood risk in a sustainable manner within their area. I am satisfied that the 
Guidelines are being implemented effectively to ensure that future development takes account 
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of these policies and I will continue to keep them under review in this regard. I have therefore 
no plans to direct the Council as proposed.   

12/11/2013WRR01150Social and Affordable Housing Provision

12/11/2013WRR01200287. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total social housing stock in County Meath. [48279/13]

12/11/2013WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie. Data on the social housing 
stock broken down by   local authority area are included in this range. 

12/11/2013WRR01350International Agreements

12/11/2013WRR01400288. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the 
impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48319/13]

12/11/2013WRR01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): While my Department has had some discussion with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade regarding the implications of Ireland ratifying the Antarctic Treaty, a cost benefit 
analysis has not yet been undertaken by my Department on such ratification. 

Nonetheless, I support the primary objective of the Antarctic Treaty which is to ensure, in 
the interests of all mankind, that Antarctica continues to be used for peaceful purposes and will 
not become the scene or subject of international discord. The Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) at 
this stage includes the original Treaty, the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals, 
the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources and the Protocol on 
Environmental Protection to the Treaty.   

12/11/2013WRR01550Social and Affordable Housing Provision

12/11/2013WRR01600289. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons on the social housing list in County Meath bro-
ken by area; his plans to address the lengthening waiting lists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48354/13]

12/11/2013WRR01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not hold information on the number 
of households on local authority waiting lists. These figures fluctuate as households are allo-
cated housing and new households apply for support.  

In accordance with Section 21 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, I di-
rected all housing authorities to prepare a summary of social housing assessments carried out 
in their areas at 7 May 2013. The results of this assessment, when available, will detail the 
number of households on waiting lists in each local authority by a range of categories and will 
provide an important insight into the level and type of need for social housing support across 
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the country.

The last summary assessment carried out, at 31 March, 2011, found that there were 98,318 
households on local authority waiting lists. The full results of this assessment are available on 
on my Department’s website www.environ.ie and the Housing Agency’s website www.housing.
ie.   

The Government’s housing policy statement, published in June 2011, clearly identifies that 
the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute needs of households applying for 
social housing support. I am determined to ensure that the social housing programme optimises 
the delivery of social housing and the return for the resources invested. To achieve this, it is 
essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions and 
explore the full range of solutions to address housing needs. 

In spite of the current challenging circumstances, almost 70% of the budget for my Depart-
ment will be allocated to support social housing in 2014 with an investment of over half a bil-
lion euro on a range of programmes. Meeting social housing need within the available resources 
will necessitate smarter and more innovative approaches in order to maximise output.  In 2014, 
I will continue to focus the available resources towards the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
sectors of the community.

12/11/2013WRR01750Pyrite Issues

12/11/2013WRR01800290. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the approach that will be taken in deciding those houses to benefit from 
the €10 million funding announced for pyrite resolution; his plans for future funding; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48358/13]

12/11/2013WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Initially, €10 million is being made available to my Department to support the implemen-
tation of a pyrite remediation scheme. Additional funding will be provided over the next two 
years, following consultation with my colleague the nister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in the context of the capital stimulus programme to be announced in early 2014, to deal with all 
dwellings deemed by the Pyrite Resolution Board to be in need of remediation.   

The Pyrite Resolution Board is responsible for overseeing the effective implementation of 
the pyrite remediation scheme. The Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency will provide 
support to the Board in the delivery of the scheme. In determining priorities for remediation 
works, the Board will have regard to a broad range of factors including , among other things, 
the severity of the damage to affected dwellings , the number of affected dwellings in an estate   
and the alternative options (if any) open to the homeowners to have their dwellings remediated . 
In so far as it is possible the Board will attempt to group affected dwellings together for the pur-
poses of remediation pro jects in order to achieve cost efficienci es through economies of scale.   

The initial phase of the remediation programme will deal with approximately 1,000 dwell-
ings which, it is estimated, are in need of repair over a two year period. The post-2015 position 
will be dealt with having regard to the position at that time   and developments in the interim . 
While it is not possible, at this time, to estimate the number of dwellings that may require re-
mediation post-2015, the considered view is that the numbers will not be as large as previously 
envisaged. 

  Questions Nos. 291 and 292 answered with Question No. 259.
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12/11/2013WRR02150Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

12/11/2013WRR02200293. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way he plans to allocate the €30 million announced for a new social housing 
programme in Budget 2014 to each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [48365/13]

12/11/2013WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I expect the recently announced €30 million additional 
Exchequer investment in social housing to deliver up to 500 local authority homes for families 
on the housing waiting list. Approximately half of this investment will facilitate the construc-
tion of new infill housing developments in areas with a high demand for social housing. It is 
also intended that €15 million will be invested in bringing vacant and boarded-up local author-
ity houses back into productive use. 

The detailed arrangements for the implementation of the two measures are being developed 
by my Department at present. I intend to announce these arrangements as soon as possible with 
a view to having the investment programme up and running as early as possible in 2014. My 
Department will be requesting local authorities to submit proposals for inclusion under both 
measures in due course.   

12/11/2013WRR02350Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

12/11/2013WRR02400294. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will examine the possibility of introducing an easy-payment system for 
persons who inadvertently did not pay their non-private principal private residence charge in 
time and who wish to comply but have accumulated penalties and are unable to pay this amount 
in one full payment as is currently requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48374/13]

12/11/2013WRR02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 per annum and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant 
properties.   

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charges, and late payment fees due to it and all Charges and late payment fees imposed and 
payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority concerned. 

I have issued guidelines to local authorities in relation to the operation of the “care and 
management” provisions of the legislation, including in instances in which genuine hardship 
in having to discharge a liability in a single payment can be demonstrated. In such cases, local 
authorities may enter into payment arrangements for the discharge of outstanding liabilities in 
instalments over a specified period.   

This year will be the final year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charge. Since its introduction in 2009, the Charge has been an important source of revenue for 
local authorities and has funded the provision of vital local services.   

12/11/2013WRR02550Employment Rights Issues
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12/11/2013WRR02600295. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding section 37 of the Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2011; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47873/13]

12/11/2013WRR02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
this issue has been extensively discussed in the Seanad in the context of two Private Members 
Bills.  I consider that the operation of section 37 needs to be reviewed to ensure that it in prac-
tice operates to ensure a more appropriate balance between freedom of religion, the rights of in-
dividuals and the obligations of the state to vindicate those rights in the case of publicly-funded 
educational and medical services.  As indicated in the Government’s contributions to the most 
recent of these Bills the Employment Equality Amendment (No. 2) Bill 2013 - published by 
Senator Bacik and others - the Government accepts in principle that amendment to the existing 
framework is needed.  The Government is also committed to taking forward that Bill, subject to 
any amendments that may be required, taking account of the outcome of a public consultation 
process which it felt was desirable in advance and legal issues arising.  

As I announced on the occasion of their appointment on the 16th April 2013, I have asked 
the members designate of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission to examine, as a 
priority, the potential impact of section 37 of the Employment Equality Acts on lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender persons, to undertake an extensive consultative process and formal 
assessment of the options for its amendment and to let me have their recommendations.

I understand that Commission is acting on this request and is carrying out a public consulta-
tion on this issue.  Submissions can be made directly to them by any interested party, including 
individual persons who have a view on the issue.  I also understand that the deadline for submis-
sions has been extended to 13 November 2013.   I look forward to receiving a report from the 
Commission with its recommendations in due course.

12/11/2013WRR02750Charity Sector Remuneration

12/11/2013WRR02800296. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he 
is taking to ensure that salaries and wages for management and executives in the charity sector 
are reduced and that no bonuses are being paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47878/13]

12/11/2013WRR02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Setting the levels of remu-
neration of charity employees is a matter for individual charities themselves. This will remain 
the case when the Charities Act 2009 comes into force. Though it should be noted that charity 
trustees cannot be remunerated for carrying out their duties as trustees.

The reporting requirements that will apply to charities once the Act is in force will increase 
transparency across the sector. Charities will be required to provide annual reports to the in-
dependent regulatory authority that is to be established under the Act. These reports will be 
made available to the public. In this way, members of the public will have access to greater 
information about how charities use their resources, including public donations.  In July, the 
Government approved my plans to proceed with the establishment of the new Authority and it 
is envisaged that it will come into operation next year.

12/11/2013WRR02950Juvenile Offenders

12/11/2013WRR03000297. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
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of juvenile offenders in each county; the programmes under his Department’s remit in place 
in each county to combat juvenile offences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47925/13]

12/11/2013WRR03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Annual Report of the 
Committee appointed to monitor the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme under Part 4 of 
the Children Act 2001, as amended, includes details of the number of incidents of youth crime 
and the number of individual children referred to the Programme each year. This information 
is broken down by Garda Region and Division and not by every county. The reports for pe-
riod 2004 -2011 are available on the website of the Irish Youth Justice Service (www.iyjs.ie).  
I expect to be able to publish the report for 2012 shortly. However, in the meantime, I have 
been informed by Garda Commissioner that 12,246 children were referred to the Diversion 
Programme in 2012. This represents a 4% reduction on the number of children referred in 2011. 
The following table gives a breakdown by Garda Region and Division.

Tackling youth crime is a key priority for this Government.  The youth justice system should 
be considered in its entirety, from the Garda Diversion Programme to the Children Courts.  The 
principles of the Children Act 2001 require the various authorities to apply, incrementally, a 
series of “filters” or tests to each case where a child comes into conflict with the law. 

The first main filter is the Garda Diversion Programme, involving at different stages and 
depending on the seriousness of the offence, the informal caution and the formal (supervised) 
caution. Children admitted to the Programme engage with a Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer 
(JLO).  JLOs receive training in restorative justice practices and mediation skills and work 
closely with local Community Gardaí. Where appropriate, children may be referred to a Garda 
Youth Diversion Project (GYDP).  The GYDP are funded and administered by the Community 
Programmes Unit of the Irish Youth Justice Service. This unit makes up the Department of 
Justice and Equality element of IYJS which is located in the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs. Garda Youth Diversion Projects are nationwide, community-based crime prevention 
initiatives which seek to divert young people from involvement in anti-social and/or criminal 
behaviour. The following table shows a breakdown of the projects by Garda Region and Divi-
sion. Other community based projects supported by IYJS include 5 Local Drugs Task Force 
Projects (four in Cork City and one in Dublin West) and 18 Young Persons Probation (YPP) 
Community Projects. Sixteen of the YPP Community Projects operate locally and the remain-
ing two operate at a national level.

The second main filter is the non-custodial sanctions available to the Courts, including dis-
missal under the Probation Act, unsupervised sanctions (fines, disqualification, peace bond, 
curfew etc.), Probation supervised sanctions (community service and other community sanc-
tions).  Finally, as a last resort, detention may be used.  

Other Government Departments can also support youth crime prevention through social  
measures which promote the well-being of people and encourage pro-social behaviour through 
social, economic, health and educational measures, with a particular emphasis on children and 
youth, and focus on the risk and protective factors associated with crime and victimisation. 
While the principal motivation for many of these responses is one of welfare and equality, pro-
grammes of this nature have also been found to reduce offending by improving life opportuni-
ties and outcomes generally. For example, my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald T.D. provides funding to support the provision of quality youth 
provision throughout the country. This funding supports the provision of youth services and 
programmes to young people including those from disadvantaged communities. Targeted sup-
ports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided through the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund and youth-related 
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Local Drugs Task Force Projects. 

Table: Number of children referred to the Diversion Programme in 2012

Region  Region Total Division  Total Number 
of Children 
referred 

Number of 
Garda Youth 
Diversion 
Projects

Dublin Metropolitan 
Region (DMR)

3910 DMR Eastern 431 3

- - DMR North 
Central

291 5

- - DMR Northern 1013 4
- - DMR. South 

Central
217 2

- - DMR Southern 801 7
- - DMR Western 1157 10
(The Dublin Region 
has 31 Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects, 
8 Young Persons 
Probation Community 
Projects and 1 IYJS-
funded Local Drugs 
Task Force projects) 

- - - -

Eastern Region 1624 Kildare 447 2
- - Laois/Offaly 307 5
- - Meath 305 2
- - Westmeath 225 2
- - Wicklow 340 2
(The Eastern Region 
has 13 Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects)
Northern Region 1267 Cavan/

Monaghan
341 2

- - Donegal 413 2
- - Louth 337 4
- - Sligo/Leitrim 176 1
(The Northern Region 
has 9 Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects 
and 1 Young Persons 
Probation Community 
Project)

- - - -

South Eastern Region 1422 Kilkenny/
Carlow

357 2

- - Tipperary 320 4
- - Waterford 380 5
- - Wexford 365 3
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Region  Region Total Division  Total Number 
of Children 
referred 

Number of 
Garda Youth 
Diversion 
Projects

(The South Eastern 
Region has 14 Garda 
Youth Diversion 
Projects)
Southern Region 2525 Cork City 765 7
- - Cork North 408 3
- - Cork West 292 1
- - Kerry 397 6
- - Limerick 663 6
(The Southern Region 
has 23 Garda Youth 
Diversion  Projects, 
6 Young Persons 
Probation Community 
Projects and 4 IYJS-
funded Local Drug 
Task Force projects)

- - - -

Western Region 1389 Clare 324 2
- - Galway 564 4
- - Mayo 264 2
- - Roscommon/

Longford
237 2

(The Western Region 
has 10 Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects 
and 1 Young Persons 
Probation Community 
Project)

- - - -

Outside Jurisdiction 109 109 -
National Total - - 12246 100

12/11/2013WRR03150Departmental Properties

12/11/2013WRR03200298. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the person who re-
ceives the income from the billboards placed on the site in the control of the prison service at 
the junction of Old Kilmainham Road and South Circular Road; the future plans for this site; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48207/13]

12/11/2013WRR03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The signage referred to has 
been placed without prior approval and thus no income accrues.  Signage has been removed 
from time to time but has reappeared within a short period.  No decision has been made regard-
ing the future use of the property. 

12/11/2013WRS00150Child Protection
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12/11/2013WRS00200299. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criminal con-
cerns the Garda had, as distinct from child protection concerns, in the case of the seven year old 
child taken from a Roma family in Tallaght; if it is criminal concerns that explains the removal 
of the child from the home; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47712/13]

12/11/2013WRS00300301. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in the case 
of the seven year old child taken from a Roma family in Tallaght, if the Garda contacted the 
Health Service Executive child protection social worker prior to acting and removing the child 
from the home; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47714/13]

12/11/2013WRS00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 299 and 301 together.

As the Deputies are aware, I requested the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána to provide 
me with a full report in relation to this and another related case. I have now received these Re-
ports.   

I have already indicated my intention to refer these reports to the Ombudsman for Children 
in the context of my proposal to appoint her in accordance with section 42 of the Garda Sío-
chána Act 2005 (as amended by section 42 of the Criminal Justice Act, 2007) to conduct an in-
quiry into these matter. The Deputies will appreciate that, in circumstances where it is proposed 
to establish an independent inquiry into these matters, it would not be appropriate to make any 
further comment at this time.

12/11/2013WRS00450Racial Profiling

12/11/2013WRS00500300. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way racial 
profiling is used in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47713/13]

12/11/2013WRS00600302. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
explain the use of racial profiling in the work of the Garda and Irish National Immigration 
Service and other sections of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47715/13]

12/11/2013WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 300 and 302 together.

My Department does not engage in any form of discriminatory ethnic or racial profiling.  I 
am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda Síochána does not engage in discrimi-
natory ethnic or racial profiling, and specifically that it does not engage in data gathering or 
data mining based upon discriminatory profiling in respect of race, colour, language, religion, 
nationality, national or ethnic origin, ethnicity or membership of the traveller community.  If the 
Deputy has any specific concerns in mind I would be happy to look into them. 

  Question No. 301 answered with Question No. 299.

  Question No. 302 answered with Question No. 300.

12/11/2013WRS00950Asylum Applications

12/11/2013WRS01000303. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
will provide an update in the application for asylum in respect of a person (details supplied). 
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[47726/13]

12/11/2013WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the  person concerned applied for asylum in 
the State on 27 April 2006.  His asylum application was refused following consideration of his 
case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner, and this decision was upheld by 
the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  Subsequently, in accordance with Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was informed, by letter dated 9 July 2008, that 
the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the op-
tions, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to 
the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the 
reasons why he should be allowed to remain temporarily in the State.  

On 31 July 2008, the person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection 
in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006 
(S.I. No. 518 of 2006).  Following consideration of the information submitted, the application 
was refused.  The person concerned was notified of this decision by letter dated 5 March 2012.  
His case was then examined under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act, 1999, (as amended), 
and Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended), on the Prohibition of Refoulement.  Fol-
lowing consideration of the information submitted, a Deportation Order was signed in respect 
of him on 9 March 2012.  I am satisfied that the applications made by the person concerned for 
asylum, for temporary leave to remain in the State and for Subsidiary Protection, together with 
all refoulement issues, were fairly and comprehensively examined and, as such, the decision to 
deport him is justified.  The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must 
leave the State and remain thereafter out of the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation Or-
der remains an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made 
directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

12/11/2013WRS01150Garda Deployment

12/11/2013WRS01200304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the re-
cruitment of new gardaí will begin; if he will encourage the Garda Commissioner to distribute 
more recruits to counties such as Kildare with poor ratios of population to Garda resources; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47747/13]

12/11/2013WRS01300305. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the difficulties 
in redistributing gardaí between stations; the difficulties in redistributing gardaí between coun-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47748/13]

12/11/2013WRS01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 304 and 305 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
personnel among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts, the various Garda national units 
and of course Garda Headquarters. Garda management keep this distribution under continuing 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best pos-
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sible use is made of these resources.  I recently announced that a recruitment competition for 
An Garda Síochána is to commence shortly and it is expected that the first batch of new recruits 
will enter the Garda college in mid-2014.  There are a number of procedural issues that need 
to be finalised prior to the formal commencement of that competition and these are expected to 
conclude in the coming weeks.  A further announcement will be issued as soon as recruitment 
starts, both on the Public Appointments Service website and directly to those who have regis-
tered an expression of interest in joining the Garda Síochána.

12/11/2013WRS01450Prison Regulations

12/11/2013WRS01500306. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if prisoners are 
permitted to own mobile phones; if not, whether he believes that many do possess such items 
when this is not permissible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47789/13]

12/11/2013WRS01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that under section 36 (1) of the Prisons Act, 2007 it is a criminal offence for a prisoner to be 
in possession of a mobile phone without the permission of the prison governor.  Only a small 
number of prisoners in Shelton Abbey Open Centre have the permission of the governor to be in 
possession of mobile phones, in keeping with its minimum security status. Further, only prison-
ers on Enhanced Regime are permitted this facility which is subject to close monitoring and a 
written agreement from the relevant prisoners regarding permissible use.

Given advances in mobile telecommunications technology, mobile phones are becoming 
increasingly small in size, which provides the Irish Prison Service with particular challenges 
in seeking to (i) prevent their entry into prisons and (ii) locate them when smuggled inside. 
Specialist staff, however, are employed by the Irish Prison Service to combat this problem to 
the greatest extent possible. Due to improvements in security within our Prisons the number of 
mobile phones being seized in the previous 3 years has reduced from 1,718 seizures in 2010 to 
1,368 in 2011 to 1,150 in 2012. In that regard, I wish also to advise the Deputy that between 1 
January 2013 and 13 October 2013, 675 mobile phones had been seized by the staff of the Irish 
Prison Service. 

12/11/2013WRS01650Courts Service

12/11/2013WRS01700307. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the entitlements a citi-
zen has to access all court records and papers relating to a case to which he or she was a party a 
number of decades ago; the way he or she may access that information; and his plans to improve 
this access.  [47807/13]

12/11/2013WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, under 
the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of 
the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service 
has informed me that court records in the sense of documents filed or issued through the court 
office and retained on the court file pertaining to that case may be viewed by the parties to the 
case and their legal representatives. Depending on the date on which a court case was con-
cluded, the court file relating to the case may have been transferred to the National Archive, in 
which case persons wishing to view the file do so through the National Archive as court offices 
no longer have custody of those files.

In addition, court records in the sense of documents produced to the court at the hearing, 
such as medical reports, legal submissions, any audio recordings of the court proceedings and 
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any transcripts of court proceedings are not retained on the case file in the court office.  In ac-
cordance with Section 65(3) of the Court Officers Act 1926, these records are held by the Courts 
Service under the control of the presiding Judge .  Access to such records is a matter for the 
presiding Judge who is under the Constitution independent in the exercise of his/her judicial 
functions.

Proposed Legislation

12/11/2013WRS01900308. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality regarding the 
National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012, if the definition of rel-
evant work as contained in Part 1 of Schedule 1, as it relates to persons engaged in the ad-
vancement of religious beliefs, should omit specific wording directing that such activities be 
directed towards children or vulnerable persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47875/13]

12/11/2013WRS02000310. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget and 
the number of staff who will carry out vetting under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012; if he is satisfied that there are sufficient resources to carry out 
this work; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47923/13]

12/11/2013WRS02100318. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for 
the delay in signing the commencement order for the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012; when he expects to sign the order; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [47990/13]

12/11/2013WRS02200319. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the National 
Vetting Bureau will be able to set a fee for vetting disclosures; the amount that the fee will be; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47991/13]

12/11/2013WRS02300320. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has con-
sidered a fee waiver programme for groups (details supplied) that contact the national vetting 
bureau for vetting disclosures; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47992/13]

12/11/2013WRS02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 308, 310 and 318 to 320, inclusive, together.

Elements of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 re-
lating to the disclosure of convictions are under review at present having regard to a recent 
judgment of the UK Court of Appeal in (On the Application of) T and others v Chief Constable 
of Greater Manchester [2013]. The UK Court considered the circumstances in which it is ap-
propriate to disclose convictions for old, minor offences with particular regard to Article 8 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. Having considered the judgement in that case, I 
am bringing proposals to Government to provide that certain old minor convictions will not be 
disclosed under the provisions of the 2012 Act. Given the close relationship between this Act 
and the Spent Convictions Bill, which is before the Oireachtas at the moment, any changes to 
the Vetting Act will have to be reflected in the Spent Convictions Bill. The amendment of the 
Vetting Act will also be done via the Spent Convictions Bill.   Subject to the approval of the 
Government, I expect to be in a position to have the 2012 Act and the Spent Convictions Bill 
amended in the next few months.  I expect to be in a position to commence the provisions of the 
2012 Act in 2014. In the meantime, the vetting of persons working with children and vulnerable 
persons will continue to be done on a non-mandatory basis.

Section 32 of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 pro-
vides that the Minister may, after consultation with the Garda Commissioner and the Minister 
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for Public Service, make regulations to prescribe fees in relation to the provision of vetting 
services. The question of making any such regulations will not arise until such time as the Act 
is commenced. Any proposals to prescribe fees will likely require some consideration of waiver 
of fees for certain categories of vetting applicants. Currently there are no fee charges for vetting 
services.

The definition of relevant work in Parts 1 and 2 of Schedule 1 of the Act requires vetting 
of persons engaged in work or activity as a minister or priest or any other person engaged in 
the advancement of any religious beliefs where the work involves “relevant work or activities 
relating to children” or “relating to vulnerable persons”.  I believe that this is the correct ap-
proach. Any of the professions listed in the schedules to the Act only require vetting in respect 
of work related to children or vulnerable persons. Priests or religious persons should be treated 
no differently in this regard than any other person or profession. For example, teachers working 
in schools require vetting, whereas teachers working in adult education or in Universities do 
not require vetting under the Act. The purpose of the Act is to protect children and vulnerable 
persons and the procedures within the Act must be confined within the scope of the Act.

12/11/2013WRS02450Garda Recruitment

12/11/2013WRS02500309. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if persons had 
applied to join An Garda Síochána before the moratorium on recruitment and who had no deci-
sion taken on their previous applications will automatically be considered as part of any future 
recruitment campaign; if he will indicate when it is hoped to start recruiting to the Garda again; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47885/13]

12/11/2013WRS02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In view of the fact that the 
existing Garda recruitment panel was approximately five years old, the Commissioner  deter-
mined, with my consent, that the maximum number of recruits were recruited from that panel.  
People not called from that panel may, of course, re-apply to join the Garda Síochána once they 
meet the eligibility criteria.  I recently announced that a recruitment competition for An Garda 
Síochána is to commence shortly and it is expected that the first batch of new recruits will enter 
the Garda college in mid-2014. There are a number of procedural issues that need to be finalised 
prior to the formal commencement of that competition and these are expected to conclude in the 
coming weeks.  A further announcement will be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on the 
Public Appointments Service website and directly to those who have registered an expression 
of interest in joining the Garda Síochána.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 308.

12/11/2013WRS02750Garda Strength

12/11/2013WRS02800311. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of com-
munity gardaí by rank in the Garda R and J Districts for the year 2012 and to date in 2013; when 
these units were last increased; his plans to increase same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [47961/13]

12/11/2013WRS02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the Garda 
Regions, Divisions, and Districts, the various Garda national units and of course Garda Head-
quarters. Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these 
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resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of Commu-
nity Gardaí attached to the R District and J District on 31 December 2012 and on 30 September 
2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, is set out in the following tables.

Dec 2012 Garda Sergeant Total
District R 36 4 40
District J 15 1 16

Sept 2013 Garda Sergeant Total
District R 30 4 34
District J 12 1 13

The Deputy will be aware that all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to deal with Com-
munity Policing issues as and when they arise.

12/11/2013WRS02950Garda Transport Data

12/11/2013WRS03000312. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ad-
ditional marked traffic jeeps and motorcycles purchased for the Garda traffic corps in the years 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the number that have been taken out of service in the same 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47962/13]

12/11/2013WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  

In that context, I am advised by the Garda authorities that, while Garda vehicles may be 
designated as Traffic Corps vehicles by reason of their livery, all Garda vehicles are required to 
engage in traffic policing as part of their routine duties.  Similarly, Traffic Corps vehicles are 
also engaged in policing duties rather than being exclusively reserved for traffic duties.  

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is out-
lined in the tables;

YEAR TRAFFIC JEEPS PURCHASED MOTORCYCLES PURCHASED
2011 4 6
2012 0 5
2013 0 0

YEAR TRAFFIC JEEPS WITHDRAWN MOTORCYCLES WITHDRAWN
2011 2 19
2012 2 25
2013 1 17

I am conscious of the continuing pressures on the Garda fleet and, in that regard, I am very 
pleased to have secured a further €9m for investment in the fleet, made up of €5m between now 
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and the end of the year and a further €4m in 2014.  At this stage, arising from the additional 
€5m being made available between October and December, the Garda authorities have arranged 
for the delivery of 305 new vehicles by the end of 2013.  These are in addition to the 133 new 
Garda vehicles already made available during the year.  

I understand that the specific details in relation to the deployment of the new Garda transport 
have yet to be finalised but the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles will be allocated as ef-
fectively as possible in line with operational circumstances, including the requirements of the 
Garda Traffic Corps.

The most recent investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for 
the three years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an 
effective and efficient policing service.

12/11/2013WRS03150Garda Vetting of Personnel

12/11/2013WRS03200313. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to a delay of up to 24 weeks in obtaining Garda clearance for youth workers on a 
community employment scheme (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay 
which is causing immense difficulty and distress for the managers of the CE scheme who may 
lose their employee allocation because of the delay; the action he will take to address the prob-
lem of delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47967/13]

12/11/2013WRS03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that it is not possible to advise on the status of any specific applications in the ab-
sence of details.  If the Deputy wishes to provide details of the individuals concerned including 
their names and dates of birth, I will have the matter examined further.  More generally, the 
Deputy may wish to note that the number of vetting applications received by the Garda Central 
Vetting Unit (GCVU) each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 2012 and it is 
expected that there will be upwards of 350,000 applications this year. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for applica-
tions is now approximately 7-9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and 
the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this process-
ing time being exceeded on occasion. Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the 
processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. This improvement reflects the fact 
that I have given this matter particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources 
required to perform this most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.

In that context,  I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.
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The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway. This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received . The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.

12/11/2013WRS03350Sentencing Policy

12/11/2013WRS03400314. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his view on wheth-
er Ireland has adequate legislation in terms of prosecuting white collar crime; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47978/13]

12/11/2013WRS03500315. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the sanctions that 
can be imposed on persons found guilty of white collar crime; and the length of sentence that 
can be imposed. [47979/13]

12/11/2013WRS03600316. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clarify 
which white collar offences are civil and which are criminal. [47980/13]

12/11/2013WRS03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 314 to 316, inclusive, together.

The term ‘white collar’ crime is not formally defined.  It broadly describes a range of non-
violent crimes that people in positions of responsibility and trust commit for their own personal 
gain. It can cover fraud, embezzlement, insider trading on the stock market, bribery, corruption 
and regulatory offences in specialist fields such as financial activity, occupational health and 
safety, environmental protection, and food safety.  My Department has responsibility for legis-
lation addressing some aspects of white collar crime including fraud and corruption.  Other as-
pects, such as insider trading, Companies Acts offences and environmental offences fall within 
the responsibility of other Government Departments.

The term “offence” is generally understood in Irish law to refer to criminal offences which 
attract penal sanctions.  While some regulatory type legislation provides for non-penal conse-
quences for non-compliance with statutory requirements - for example, withdrawal of an oper-
ating licence or permit where statutory obligations are not fulfilled - the focus of legislation in 
my Department’s area of responsibility is on criminal offences subject to trial before the courts 
and the imposition of penal sanctions.

There is extensive legislation on the statute book addressing white collar and corporate 
crime and amendments to this legislation are also considered in the light of the experience of 
law enforcement agencies such as the Garda Síochána and the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in operating the legislation and in light of relevant court rulings.  Where there is 
an identified requirement for additional legislative provisions to further enhance existing provi-
sions in the law, I will not hesitate in bringing forward proposals.  I have made it clear to the 
Garda Commissioner that, if he feels there are other measures which might be taken in this area, 
I will give them very positive consideration.

I would draw the Deputy’s particular attention to the Criminal Justice Act 2011, as a recent 
example of such developments in white collar crime legislation, and one which represents an 
important step in delivering on the Government’s commitment to tackle white collar crime.  Its 
main purpose is to facilitate the more effective investigation of white collar crime and to reduce 
associated delays.  The Act provides for new procedures to facilitate Garda access to essential 
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information and documentation to assist in current and future investigations of white collar 
crime.  The Act is targeted at specified serious and complex offences (“relevant offences”) at-
tracting a penalty of at least 5 years imprisonment, including offences in the areas of banking 
and finance, company law, money laundering, fraud and corruption. The Act will provide vital 
assistance to the Gardaí in the completion of current investigations as well as providing assis-
tance to them in investigations undertaken in the future.

Another recent provision of relevance to white collar crime is Part 5 of the Courts and Civil 
Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013.  It makes provision for the selection of up to 15 ju-
rors to serve in a criminal trial which is likely to last more than 2 months, with 12 jurors to be 
selected to consider the verdict.  These provisions, which give effect to a recommendation of 
the Law Reform Commission’s recent Report on Jury Service, are of relevance to lengthy tri-
als involving fraud or other complex financial matters where there is a risk of jurors becoming 
unavailable during the course of a protracted trial. While the breadth and diversity of the issues 
faced in addressing serious, organised and white collar crime are such that no one piece of leg-
islation could effectively address it in all its facets, the overall body of legislation in place is 
comprehensive and, as I have outlined, is continuously under review and development in light 
of operational experience and other relevant considerations.

In regard to the sanctions which can be imposed on persons found guilty of white collar of-
fences it would be unduly onerous to list every possible offence and penalty and so I will note 
just some of the key provisions.

Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001

Section 4  of the 2001 Act incriminates the dishonest appropriation of property.  Section 10 
incriminates false accounting,  section 11 incriminates the suppression of documents with the 
intention of making a gain causing a loss, section 25 provides for the offence of forgery, and 
section 26 incriminates using a false instrument.  All these offences carry a maximum ten year 
sentence of imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.  Section 59 requires auditors to report a 
range of offences under the Act.  Failure to do so is itself an offence.

Prevention of Corruption Acts 1889 to 2010

The main offences of offering or accepting bribes under the Acts carry a maximum ten year 
sentence of imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.

The 1889 to 2010 Acts will be replaced by the forthcoming Criminal Justice (Corruption) 
Bill.  The Bill will:

- replace and update the offences of giving and receiving bribes contained in the old legisla-
tion

- address the bribery of foreign public officials

- provide for the liability of corporate bodies for the corrupt actions of their directors, em-
ployees and agents

- include discrete offences outlawing trading in influence

- take account of the Mahon Tribunal recommendations to criminalise the making of pay-
ments knowingly or recklessly to a third party who intends to use them as bribes.

The Bill is also intended to enhance the ability of the DPP to bring prosecutions by provid-
ing presumptions of corrupt gifts or payments such as:
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- where an interested party makes a payment to a public official;

- where a public official has a lifestyle or property out of proportion to their official income 
and declared interests; and

- where an official accepts a gift in breach of ethical or disciplinary codes.

Penalties of up to 10 years’ imprisonment and unlimited fines are envisaged for persons 
convicted on indictment.  It is also intended to allow a judge to order a public official convicted 
of an offence to forfeit their office and exclude them from seeking public office for a period of 
years.  These forfeiture provisions will apply to all elected and senior office holders as well as 
a wide range of civil and public servants.

Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 

The 2010 Act provides a maximum sentence of 14 years’ imprisonment and/or an unlimited 
fine for laundering the proceeds of crime.  The Act also provides a wide range of measure for 
the prevention and reporting of laundering by banks, accountants and other designated persons

12/11/2013WRT00150Search and Rescue Service

12/11/2013WRT00200317. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
direction for a safety procedure (details supplied) to be enforced; if this procedure is being 
enforced in any other region or with any other community organisation; if he will reverse this 
decision and allow for Meath river rescue to operate in a fully integrated and efficient manner.  
[47987/13]

12/11/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I will further advise the Deputy when the 
report is to hand.

  Questions Nos. 318 to 320, inclusive, answered with Question No. 308.

12/11/2013WRT00450Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Awards

12/11/2013WRT00500321. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their payment under the criminal injuries com-
pensation scheme; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment and if a new tribunal has 
been established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48002/13]

12/11/2013WRT00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted, the 
Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of individual applications. However in order to 
be of assistance in this matter, I have had enquiries made with the Tribunal on your behalf and I 
understand that the application referred to, amongst others, is at present under consideration by 
a Tribunal Member.  As the Deputy may be aware I have recently appointed a new Chairperson 
and am currently in the process of appointing ordinary members to the Tribunal.

12/11/2013WRT00650Garda Vetting of Personnel

12/11/2013WRT00700322. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he plans on 



12 November 2013

551

enforcing stricter vetting in the taxi industry following safety concerns in the Longford-West-
meath region that a number of taxis pre-2007 legislation are not vetted.  [48022/13]

12/11/2013WRT00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit provides vetting services  to organisations registered with it for that purpose. Vetting dis-
closures are made in respect of a particular post or employment in response to a written request 
from a registered organisation and with the permission of the person who is the subject of that 
request.  The Garda Central Vetting Unit has adopted rigorous procedures in the carrying out 
of its function in order to ensure the integrity of the system and to maintain the highest level of 
confidence within the organisations who avail of its services. 

Any decision regarding the suitability for a position of a particular vetting subject is a matter 
for the organisation concerned. In that regard the Deputy may wish to note that regulation of the 
taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority.

12/11/2013WRT00850Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRT00900323. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his 
Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); if he will provide in tabular 
form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the gardaí for non-
audit services to the companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48071/13]

12/11/2013WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Payments made by my De-
partment for non-audited services to the specified companies for each year since 2003 are as 
follows:

Year PWC KPMG Ernst & Young Deloitte Grant Thornton
€ € € € €

2004 1,742,852 - - - -
2005 2,487,852 - - - -
2006 3,625,539 - - - -
2007 1,321,233 - - - -
2008 9,365 - - - -
2009 4,572 - - 73,507 -
2010 1,663 - - - -
2011 - - - 6,060 -
2012 - - - - -
2013 - - - - -
Total 9,193,076 - - 79,567 -

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the total expenditure pertaining to non-audit 
consultancy services to the  companies referenced, is outlined in the table.

Year PWC KPMG Ernst & Young Deloitte Grant Thornton
€ € € € €

2004 - - - - -
2005 - - - - -
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Year PWC KPMG Ernst & Young Deloitte Grant Thornton
2006 - - - - -
2007 - - - 60,500 -
2008 - - - - -
2009 - - - - -
2010 7,260 - - - -
2011 25,108 - - - -
2012 155,944 - - - -
2013 - - - - -
Total 188,312 - - 60,500 -

12/11/2013WRT01050Court Accommodation Refurbishment

12/11/2013WRT01100324. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ascertain 
from the Courts Service the exact costs of works carried out in respect of a courthouse (details 
supplied) in County Mayo in each of the past ten years; if he will itemise the cost of the works 
and the timeframe of the works completion in tabular form; if he will provide a full description-
narrative of the works completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48103/13]

12/11/2013WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management and the administration of the 
courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its func-
tions which include the provision of accommodation for court sittings.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has provided details of the costs and description of the works carried out since 
2004 at Westport Courthouse as set out in the table.

Year Description Cost €
2004 Reconstructed the boundary wall 15,000.00
2005 Electrical repairs carried out 733.19
2007 Repaired lights 1,623.21
2008 Painting of windows and doors.  3,958.82
2008 Two flag poles were erected 1,585.88
2010 Repaired an air conditioning unit 726.40
2011 Repaired leaks in flat roof and toilet 938.09
2012 Repairs to chimney 537.50

No works were carried out in 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2013 to date.
  

The Courts Service has requested information from the OPW on the timeframe for comple-
tion of the projects concerned. I will write to the Deputy when the information is received.

12/11/2013WRT01250Cyber Bullying Issues

12/11/2013WRT01300325. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the recent announcement of the New Zealand Minister for Justice to introduce a Cyber Bullying 
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Bill which contains provision to create a new offence of incitement to commit suicide; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [48104/13]

12/11/2013WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am aware of the recent an-
nouncement by the Minister for Justice in New Zealand.  Insofar as the law in Ireland is con-
cerned, it is already an offence under section 2 of the Criminal Law (Suicide) Act 1993 to aid, 
abet, counsel or procure the suicide or attempted suicide of another person.

12/11/2013WRT01450Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRT01500326. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
detail in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48133/13]

12/11/2013WRT01600333. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48343/13]

12/11/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 326 and 333 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the following sums were paid to the companies listed in the 
table over the period from 1st January 2004 to 31st October 2013.

Year Arthur Cox Matheson A&L Goodbody McCann 
Fitzgerald

William 
Fry

Mason, 
Hayes, 
Curran

2004 €2,420
2005 €4,749 €10,304
2006 €50,553
2007 €151,845 €87,476
2008 €135,379 €4,432 €60,500 €421,063
2009 €158,771
2010 €14,149 €61,295
2011
2012 €532,941
2013
Total €291,973 €65,289 €16,569 €900,983 €421,063

12/11/2013WRT01750Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRT01800327. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his 
Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48157/13]

12/11/2013WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that in the majority of cases legal advice is provided for my Department by the Office of the At-
torney General and/or the Office of the Chief State Solicitor and as such the costs incurred are 
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borne by those Offices.  Furthermore, my Department’s computer records relating to legal fees 
does not allow us to disaggregate the expenditure down to the level required by the Deputy, i.e 
Senior Counsel, Junior Counsel, etc.  To extract such information, as requested, would require 
a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and effort to compile and could not be 
justified in current circumstances where there are other significant demands on resources.

12/11/2013WRT01950Recidivism Rate

12/11/2013WRT02000328. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numbers of 
criminals convicted in 2012 that had committed previous offences; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48173/13]

12/11/2013WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRT02150Cyber Bullying Issues

12/11/2013WRT02200329. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
progress made in the past year regarding the banning of a website (details supplied) in view of 
the anniversary of the death of two young girls who were victims of cyberbullying; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48174/13]

12/11/2013WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I think it is necessary, at the 
outset, to set out some points that are of fundamental significance to any debate on web content 
and access.

Undoubtedly the web has promoted free speech and the exchange of information and ideas. 
It would be intolerable to hinder access to or usage of the web for such purposes. However, it 
is also widely accepted that there is a duty to protect vulnerable persons, especially children, 
from exposure to damaging content or the misuse of the opportunities for easy communication 
offered by the web.

We must also unfortunately recognise that the internet’s  global reach can make the taking 
of action against offending or offensive websites almost impossible.

National authorities here and elsewhere are taking actions that recognise the balance to be 
struck between these considerations. Their efforts are directed at counteracting misuse of the 
internet. 

The Global Alliance against Child Sexual Abuse Online, an EU - US initiative launched 
during the recent Irish Presidency, is a fine example of international cooperation. That initiative 
is attracting very wide support, well beyond the original signatories.  

At national level, my Department, through the Office for Internet Safety, supports a variety 
of information programmes. The Office makes information available on its website (and on 
linked sites)  as well as through its publications, including one on cyberbullying.  

‘Filtering’ is an approach many parents find helpful in protecting their children from online 
abuse. The Office also has a very helpful booklet on the topic. I encourage families to contact 
their service provider, most of whom have filtering available as part of the service.  
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My colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills has undertaken an extensive awareness 
raising programme on bullying, including cyberbullying, for use in schools.

While I feel most cases of cyberbullying can be dealt with at the level of the school or the 
workplace, with the active support of, in particular, parents, I know that in a few cases it may be 
necessary to invoke the criminal law, but the criminal law can be employed only when victims 
come forward and assist the Gardaí in building a case against their tormentors.  

I recognise that it will be very difficult to eradicate cyberbullying. However, I believe the 
current strategy based on vigilance and increased awareness will prove to be effective in the 
longer term.   I am satisfied that the approach that I have outlined here namely information and 
education rather than bans will ultimately prove to be more effective. I will, of course, be keep-
ing an active interest in developments in this area and will take account of any new approaches 
that come to light.

12/11/2013WRT02350Garda Vetting Applications

12/11/2013WRT02400330. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
introducing changes to the current Garda vetting process in order to facilitate a more expedi-
tious time frame on processing applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48191/13]

12/11/2013WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Vetting procedures in this 
country are in place to protect children and vulnerable adults.  As such they demand rigorous 
procedures to ensure their integrity and to maintain the highest level of confidence by the public 
and organisations availing of them.

To achieve these aims, a vetting disclosure is made in response to a written request and with 
the permission of the person who is the subject of that request. Garda vetting disclosures are 
issued to specified organisations registered with the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for 
that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  The Unit processed approximately 
328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012 and expects to receive in 
the region of 350,000 applications by the end of 2013. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for applica-
tions is now approximately 7-9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and 
the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this process-
ing time being exceeded on occasion. Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the 
processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. This improvement reflects the fact 
that I have given this matter particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources 
required to perform this most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.

In that context,  I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.
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The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway. This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received . The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.

12/11/2013WRT02550Noise Pollution Legislation

12/11/2013WRT02600331. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the powers of 
the gardaí in dealing with excessive noise from house parties; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48199/13]

12/11/2013WRT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, legislation on noise nuisance comes within the remit of my colleague the Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government.  I am advised that currently, a person expe-
riencing noise nuisance may contact their local authority, which may initiate proceedings on 
grounds of noise nuisance under the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992.  This Act also 
provides for any person, or group of persons, to seek an order in the District Court to have noise 
giving reasonable cause for annoyance abated.  The procedures involved have been simplified 
to allow action to be taken without legal representation. A public information leaflet, A Guide 
to the Noise Regulations, outlining the legal avenues available to persons experiencing noise 
nuisance, is available on the Department’s website www.environ.ie.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is the policy of An Garda Síochána to deploy 
personnel to establish a highly visible and accessible service to communities to tackle crime, 
the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. In this regard anyone who feels that they are subject 
to criminal or anti-social behaviour should report the matter to their local Garda station. 

Part 11 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, which provides for civil proceedings in relation 
to anti-social behaviour by adults, was commenced on 1 January 2007. Part 13 of the Act, 
which relates to anti-social behaviour by children, was commenced on 1 March 2007. These 
provisions set out an incremental procedure for addressing anti-social behaviour by adults and 
children. With regard to children, these range from a warning from a member of An Garda Sío-
chána, to a good behaviour contract involving the child and his or her parents or guardian, to 
referral to the Garda Juvenile Diversion Programme and finally to the making of a behaviour 
order by the Children Court. With regard to adults, they include a warning and the making of a 
civil order by the court.

The Act provides that a person behaves in an anti-social manner if the person causes or, in 
the circumstances, is likely to cause, to one or more persons who are not of the same household 
as the   person harassment, significant or persistent alarm, distress, fear or intimidation or sig-
nificant or persistent impairment of their use or enjoyment of their property.

12/11/2013WRT02750International Agreements

12/11/2013WRT02800332. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a cost-benefit 
analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic 
treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48324/13]

12/11/2013WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As this Treaty has no direct 
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impact on my Department, no cost benefit analysis has been undertaken.

  Question No. 333 answered with Question No. 326.

12/11/2013WRU00250Housing Management Companies

12/11/2013WRU00300334. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the leg-
islation which underpins the regulation and governance of housing estate management compa-
nies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48357/13]

12/11/2013WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the pri-
mary purpose of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to reform the law relating to the 
ownership and management of common areas of multi-unit developments and to facilitate the 
fair, efficient and effective management of owners’ management companies (OMCs). These are 
companies registered under the Companies Act, the members of which are the owners of resi-
dential units within the development, which are established for the management of such areas.

Section 2(2) provides that provisions set out in Schedule 2 of the Act will apply to multi-unit 
developments consisting of houses, whether detached, semi-detached or terraced, but which 
have an OMC structure.  The relevant sections of the Act which apply to such developments 
are:

Section 4 — Transfer of common areas in cases where section 3  does not apply.

Section 5   — Obligation of developer to transfer ownership of common areas of completed 
developments  to owners’ management company.

Section 6   — Owners’ management company to join in transfer to purchasers.

Section 7   — Obligations to complete development to remain with developer.

Section 8   — Automatic transfer of membership of owners’ management company on sale 
of unit.

Section 9   — Consequences of transfer of common areas.

Section 11   — Determination of certain beneficial interests on completion of development.

Section 12   — Determination of certain beneficial interests in common areas in certain 
cases.

Section 17   — Annual meetings and reports of owners’ management companies) — other 
than —

(a) section 17(2)(c)   (unless a sinking fund exists in respect of the development),

(b) section 17(2)(g)   (to the extent that provision related to the relevant part of the develop-
ment), and

(c) section 17(2)(h) .

Section 18   — Annual service charges.

Section 20 — Application of section 19   to certain developments.
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Section 21   — Owners’ management company annual charges.

Section 22   — (Recovery of charges and contributions).

Section 24 — Dispute resolution and rehabilitation of multi-unit developments (other than 
subsections  (5)(b)and (5)(h)   of that section).

Section 25 — Persons who may apply under   section 24.

Section 26   — Jurisdiction and venue of Circuit Court.

Section 27   — Mediation conferences.

Section 28   — Report of chairperson of mediation conference.

Section 29   — Saver for existing jurisdictions.

Section 30   — Restoration of certain companies to register.

Section 31   — Transfer of benefit of guarantees and warranties.

Section 32   — Restriction on entering into certain contracts.

Section 33   — Exercise of power to make regulations.

Schedule 3 — Documentation to be handed over pursuant to   section 31(2)

Section 2(2) of the Act was put in place in order to accommodate developments consisting 
of houses which have an OMC structure in accordance with the planning conditions. I under-
stand that the practice of requiring an OMC structure has, under instructions from the Minister 
for the Environment, Community and Local Government, ceased.  I should add that the taking-
in-charge of such housing developments is a matter for the relevant local authority and I am 
aware that the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government has issued 
a guidance document to the local authorities on this matter.   

12/11/2013WRU00450Prisoner Releases

12/11/2013WRU00500335. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of life-
sentence prisoners on release who were recalled to prison during the period 2011 to 2012 owing 
to breach of conditions; the total number for each condition where a breach resulted in the re-
vocation of temporary release in a table (details supplied); and where a revocation of temporary 
release is as a result of being charged with an additional offence, the type of offence which was 
alleged to have been committed.  [48377/13]

12/11/2013WRU00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Table as follows:

Year Number Reasons(s)
2011 1 Failed to comply with Temporary Release conditions - did not return 

to prison on date specified on Temporary Release form and was sub-
sequently unlawfully at large. Refused a further period of Reviewable 
Temporary Release because of the risk of not complying with tempo-
rary release conditions. 

2012 1 Refused a further period of Reviewable Temporary Release because 
of the risk of not complying with temporary release conditions. 
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During the 2011 to 2012 period, two life sentenced prisoners were recalled to prison from 
temporary release.

In 2011, a life sentenced prisoner failed to report to the prison on the date which was speci-
fied as part of the conditions of this person’s temporary release.  The prisoner returned volun-
tarily to the prison at a later date and was not granted a further period of temporary release, i.e. 
they were taken back into custody.

In 2012, a life sentenced prisoner was not granted a further period of temporary release 
when he reported to the prison primarily because of his non cooperation with Probation Ser-
vice supervision and due to the fact that he was not of good behaviour when he was convicted 
of a minor offence . The legality of his detention was later challenged in an Article 40 Habeus 
Corpus case in the High court. He was subsequently granted a short period of temporary release 
with specific conditions which he failed to comply with and was taken back into custody. 

I can advise the Deputy that life sentenced prisoners who are released into the community 
continue to serve their sentences, subject to a number of stringent conditions.  While in the com-
munity, a life sentenced prisoner will be on Reviewable Temporary Release under the supervi-
sion of the Probation Service.  Reviewable Temporary Release is where a prisoner is granted a 
specific period of temporary release from prison.  This can be at varying intervals, for example, 
weekly, monthly or annually.   The period of release is reviewed when the prisoner returns to 
prison and a decision is made whether to refuse or grant a further period of Reviewable Tem-
porary Release.

The Probation Service provide Progress Reports to the Irish Prison Service outlining re-
settlement and reintegration progress and will report on any risk management concerns a Life 
Sentenced prisoner may present.  Where it is reported to the Irish Prison Service that the pris-
oner in the community is failing to abide by the conditions of their release, that person may be 
refused a further period of temporary release and be taken back into custody.  

An Garda Síochána may return a prisoner to prison where they are of the view that the 
prisoner is in breach of their temporary release conditions.  When this happens, the Governor 
will conduct an oral hearing into the allegation.  If the Governor is satisfied, taking into account 
evidence presented and comments made, that a breach of temporary release conditions has oc-
curred the prisoner should be notified accordingly.  The Reviewable Temporary Release is then 
revoked and the prisoner is taken back into custody.

12/11/2013WRU00650Garda Vetting Applications

12/11/2013WRU00700336. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has been 
drawn to the challenges being faced by community and voluntary organisations in securing 
Garda clearance of persons to be recruited to youth worker roles; and the additional costs and 
delays experienced on foot of same. [48382/13]

12/11/2013WRU00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current average processing time for applications is now approximately 7-9 
weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional 
information on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on 
occasion. Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the processing time of 14 weeks 
which existed in July this year. This improvement reflects the fact that I have given this matter 
particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this 
most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.
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In that context,  I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway. This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received . The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.

12/11/2013WRU00850Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRU00900337. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the reason that current net 
voted expenditure in his Department was €32 million behind profile at the end of October 2013; 
if he expects this underspend to continue to the end of 2013; if any unspent allocation will be 
available for any other programmes in 2013; if he anticipates that any underspend in 2013 will 
be greater than the level of cuts his Department made in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [47908/13]

12/11/2013WRU01000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Current expenditure on the Defence Vote 
is lower than profiled at the end of October 2013. However, there are significant spending 
commitments for the remainder of the year. In addition, the Army Pensions Vote will require a 
supplementary estimate of some €10m. It is expected that this will be offset by savings on the 
Defence Vote.   

Overall, it is not expected that, when taken together, there will be any significant under-
spend on the Defence and Army Pensions Votes by year-end.

12/11/2013WRU01050Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRU01100338. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the reason that capital net 
voted expenditure in his Department was €2 million behind profile at the end of October 2013; 
if he expects this underspend to continue to the end of 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [47909/13]

12/11/2013WRU01200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The variance between profiled and actual 
capital expenditure within the Defence Vote at the end of October 2013 is largely due to some of 
the more significant works projects not progressing as originally scheduled. The factors which 
led to the initial delays have been addressed and the projects are now underway.    Progress on 
capital projects is reviewed on an ongoing basis and, where unforeseen delays arise on particu-
lar projects, other minor capital works projects are brought forward, insofar as is possible. In 
addition, my Department has applied for a deferred surrender of capital funds to 2014 to meet 
commitments which will not mature before year-end, due to the delays referred to above.  At 
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this point, it is expected that the remaining funding for 2013 will be substantially spent by year 
end.

12/11/2013WRU01250Defence Forces Recruitment

12/11/2013WRU01300339. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Defence the number of the 20 additional 
aircraft mechanic apprentice posts that have been filled to date; the number of the 15 additional 
engine room artificer posts to the Naval Service that have been filled to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [47964/13]

12/11/2013WRU01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Currently both competitions are ongoing 
and are now at the interview stage of the selection process which should be completed by the 
end of November.  The successful candidates will be inducted once medical and security clear-
ance procedures have been completed for them.  No date has been set for their induction but I 
expect the whole process to have been completed in respect of both groups early in 2014.  

12/11/2013WRU01450Defence Forces Properties

12/11/2013WRU01500340. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding a 
barracks (details supplied) in County Meath; his plans to transfer the ownership of the barracks 
to the council for community groups to use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48311/13]

12/11/2013WRU01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The former Reserve Defence Force post 
in question was vacated in March of this year and is now surplus to military requirements. In 
accordance with normal procedure for the disposal of State property my Department invited 
Government Departments and other Public Bodies to identify any interest in acquiring this 
property. No interest was expressed by any of those bodies. Meath County Council confirmed 
in writing to my Department in May last that it is not in a position to purchase the property. In 
the circumstances the property is being put up for sale by public auction on 5th December.

12/11/2013WRU01650International Agreements

12/11/2013WRU01700341. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if a cost-benefit analysis has 
been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48317/13]

12/11/2013WRU01800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland is not currently a party to the Ant-
arctic Treaty. Consideration of any such treaty is a matter in the first instance for the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade and as such any questions in relation to this matter should 
be addressed to my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and I 
understand that the deputy has addressed a similar question to him.

12/11/2013WRU01850Departmental Staff Redeployment

12/11/2013WRU01900342. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to redeploy civil servants from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
based at the district veterinary office, Drumshanbo, County Leitrim, to alternative duties work-
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ing for other Departments based in the same building; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47723/13]

12/11/2013WRU02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
the successful restructuring of my Department’s local office network, which reduced the num-
ber of local offices from 58 to 16, my Department decided that significant further savings could 
be achieved by centralising the administrative support to its local offices in one or two ‘back 
office’ locations. 

The decision to centralise the administrative support is based on a review by my Depart-
ment of the business processes and procedures and, in particular, the administrative support 
requirements, in its 16 Local Offices.  This review concluded that, arising from the substan-
tial reduction in disease levels and the changes introduced earlier this year in relation to the 
implementation of controls in the context of the TB eradication programme, the number of 
administrative staff required in the local offices would be significantly reduced and that further 
significant efficiencies in terms of the number of administrative staff required would accrue 
from the centralisation of administrative support in one or more centralised office(s).  I have 
accepted this recommendation and I have decided that the centralised offices will be based in 
Cavan and Portlaoise. 

The position in relation to Drumshanbo is that some administrative staff are currently en-
gaged in work for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade while the remainder continue to 
provide the administrative function from that office for my Department.  Should the opportunity 
arise to redeploy administrative staff from the Drumshanbo office then this will be considered. 
As with other local offices where redeployment has taken place, a full frontline service will be 
maintained and the service provided to farmers will not diminish in any way.

12/11/2013WRU02050Animal Welfare Expenditure

12/11/2013WRU02100343. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of money spent in 2011 and 2012 by local authorities throughout the country on the 
disposal of abandoned horses and horse welfare, broken down by local authority area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [47725/13]

12/11/2013WRU02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides funding to Local Authorities under the Control of Horses Act, 1996, to enable 
these bodies implement their powers relating to the control and welfare of stray or abandoned 
horses. Details of amounts paid to Local Authorities in 2011 and 2012 are set out in the table. 

Accounts paid to Local Authorities in 2011 and 2012

City/County Co’s 2011 2012
€ €

Carlow Co. Council 12,445.90 4,922.40
Cavan Co. Council
Clare Co. Council 70,637.36 110,056.30
Cork Co. Council 108,389.58 149,952.30
Cork City Council 144,427.22 88,207.04
Donegal Co. Council
Dublin City Council 391,616.39 237,663.45
Sth Dublin Co. Council 187,872.00
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City/County Co’s 2011 2012
€ €

Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown Co Council 61,856.88 25,052.22
Fingal Co. Council 187,902.70 110,648.79
Galway City Council
Galway Co. Council 26,479.06 11,503.25
Kerry Co. Council 99,771.07 88,968.22
Kildare Co. Council 63,160.95 91,100.92
Kilkenny Co. Council 92,790.93 79,014.17
Laois Co. Council 96,582.67 132,446.36
Leitrim Co. Council 14,706.07 20,014.06
Limerick Co. Council 152,294.85 171,593.85
Limerick City Council 361,802.48 307,979.69
Longford Co. Council 624.25 250.00
Louth Co. Council 27,876.85 18,656.22
Mayo Co. Council 79,932.08 157,617.37
Meath Co. Council 35,703.65 51,519.61
Monaghan Co. Council 109.31 369.88
Offaly Co. Council 48,067.55
Roscommon Co. Council 6,022.94 8,442.80
Sligo Co. Council 44,879.96 30,574.61
Tipperary (North Riding) Co. Council 65,123.86 68,707.83
Tipperary (South Riding) Co. Council 78,675.41 67,209.48
Waterford Co. Council 37,790.11 16,152.34
Waterford City Council
Westmeath Co. Council 53,129.00 76,689.85
Wexford Co. Council 38,136.00 37,287.50
Wicklow Co. Council 115,823.80 36,518.11
Totals 2,704,630.88 2,199,118.62

12/11/2013WRU02250Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU02300344. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47647/13]

12/11/2013WRU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 26th 
April 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligibility inspections, be 
completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection). As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection. 

The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results are being finalised with the 
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intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise of-
ficials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

12/11/2013WRU02450Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU02500345. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47658/13]

12/11/2013WRU02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/ Disadvantaged 
Area Scheme revealed an over-claim in respect of four of the land parcels declared by the per-
son named. The person named was recently notified of this error by letter and of the fact that the 
over declaration has resulted in a nil payment for 2013. Maps of the relevant land parcels and 
information on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were included with 
the letter. To date, no response has been received. 

12/11/2013WRU02650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU02700346. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47738/13]

12/11/2013WRU02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 9 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the 
area found, resulting in an over-declaration in area of less than 2 hectares. Based on the Terms 
and Conditions of the schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area. 

The person named was notified of this decision on 4 November 2013. The person named 
was also informed of their right to seek a review of this decision. In the event that the person 
named in dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the Inde-
pendent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

Payments due under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
issued based on the reduced area found to the nominated bank account of person named on 1 
November 2013 and 6  November 2013, respectively.

12/11/2013WRU02850Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU02900347. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in the issuing of payments to a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Mayo under the disadvantaged areas payment scheme 2013 and the single farm payment 
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scheme 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47742/13]

12/11/2013WRU03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 6 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. This inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the 
intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise of-
ficials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

12/11/2013WRU03050Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU03100348. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding single farm payment and disadvantaged areas payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47771/13]

12/11/2013WRU03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 10 May 2013.

The processing of the application was recently finalised and full advance payment has is-
sued under the Single Payment Scheme to the nominated bank account of the person named.  
Payment will issue shortly under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. 

12/11/2013WRU03250Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRU03300349. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding single farm payment and disadvantaged areas payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47772/13]

12/11/2013WRU03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 10th May 2013.

Processing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment /Disad-
vantaged Areas Scheme revealed an over-claim in respect of two of the land parcels declared 
by the person named. The person named was recently notified of this error by letter. Maps of 
the relevant land parcel and information on how the person named could seek a review of this 
decision were included with the letter. 

In the meantime, payments in respect of the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas 
schemes have recently issued to the nominated bank account of the person named on the revised 
eligible area. Should the person named appeal the decision regarding the over-claim and in the 
event that the appeal is successful, then supplementary payments will, of course, be made.

12/11/2013WRV00150Single Payment Scheme Applications
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12/11/2013WRV00200350. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding single farm payment and disadvantaged areas payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47773/13]

12/11/2013WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 10 May 
2013.  The processing of this application has recently been finalised and payment will shortly 
issue directly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

12/11/2013WRV00350Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV00400351. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged areas and single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47797/13]

12/11/2013WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment Scheme/ Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on 11 September 2013. 

While the closing date for the 2013 Scheme was 15 May 2013, provision was made for 
applications to be accepted up to 25 calendar days after this date, subject to a cumulative 1% 
penalty per working day that the application is received late.  

As the application of the person named was received outside this timeframe, no payment is 
due.  The person named was advised accordingly, in writing, in response to which he submitted 
evidence to support his contention that he had submitted the application on time.  However, on 
examination, this evidence proved to be unsatisfactory.  The person named was advised accord-
ingly. In the event that further evidence is provided officials in my Department will re-examine 
the case.

12/11/2013WRV00550Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV00600352. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) did not receive their disadvantaged areas payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [47810/13]

12/11/2013WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment is due to issue 
shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

12/11/2013WRV00750Beef Technology Adoption Programme Payments

12/11/2013WRV00800353. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition regarding a payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo.  [47811/13]

12/11/2013WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme issued on 8 July 2013 directly to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.
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12/11/2013WRV00950Forestry Grants

12/11/2013WRV01000354. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on a forestry grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; if all outstanding grants will be paid pending the decision on this appeal; and if 
not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47886/13]

12/11/2013WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
by the person named has been received and is being processed in the normal manner.  Payment 
of outstanding grants and premiums will depend on the outcome of the appeal.

12/11/2013WRV01150Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV01200355. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has still not received their single farm 
payment and or area aid payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47921/13]

12/11/2013WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 15 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the 
area found, resulting in an over-declaration in area of less than 2 hectares. Based on the Terms 
and Conditions of the schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area. 

The person named will be notified of this decision shortly and of their right to seek a review 
of this decision.  In the event that the person named in dissatisfied with the outcome of any such 
review, the decision can be appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 
months. 

Processing of payments under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas’ 
Scheme have recently been finalised on the basis set out above and will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of person named.

12/11/2013WRV01350Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV01400356. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has still not received their single farm 
payment and or area aid payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47922/13]

12/11/2013WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment in respect of 
which is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

12/11/2013WRV01550Single Payment Scheme Applications
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12/11/2013WRV01600357. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payments in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [47939/13]

12/11/2013WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area Schemes 
on 13 May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligibility inspec-
tions, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection). As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection. 

The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results have been finalised as an 
over claim of greater than 20%.  Under the Terms and Conditions of the Single Payment Scheme 
this results in a nil payment in respect of 2013.  The person named was notified of this decision 
on 7 November 2013.  The person named was also informed of his right to seek a review of 
this decision.  To date there is no record of any appeal having been received in my Department.

In the event that the person named does appeal and is dissatisfied with the outcome of any 
such appeal, the decision can also be appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, 
within a period of 3 months. 

My Department also received a 2013 Transfer of Entitlements Application from the person 
named to transfer 3.75 entitlements by way of sale to another farmer.

An official from my Department contacted the person named as the entitlements in question 
were leased entitlements and it is not possible to sell leased entitlements.  The person named 
was advised that if he wished to proceed with the transfer it was necessary to end the original 
lease and have the entitlements in question gifted to him.    

My Department has recently received a new Transfer of Entitlements application from the 
person named to have the 3.75 entitlements gifted to him from another person.  However, no 
application has been received in relation to the subsequent sale of these entitlements.  Once the 
relevant documentation is received this transfer will be processed.   

12/11/2013WRV01750Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV01800358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a cut in area based payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47941/13]

12/11/2013WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed over-
claims in respect of a number of land parcels declared by the person named.  The person named 
was recently notified of this error by letter.  Maps of the relevant land parcels and information 
on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were included with the letter.  To 
date, no response has been received. 

In the meantime, payments have recently issued to the nominated bank account of the per-
son named on the revised eligible area.  Should the person named appeal the decision regarding 



12 November 2013

569

the over-claims and should that appeal be successful, then supplementary payments will, of 
course, be made.

12/11/2013WRV01950Single Payment Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRV02000359. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged areas pay-
ment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47968/13]

12/11/2013WRV02100360. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47969/13]

12/11/2013WRV02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 359 and 360 together. 

The person named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvan-
taged Area Schemes on 15 May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these 
schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, 
land eligibility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection).  As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection. 

The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results are being finalised with the 
intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise 
officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.  Given the circum-
stances outlined by the Deputy I have arranged for the processing of this application to finality 
to be prioritised.

12/11/2013WRV02250Land Parcel Identification System

12/11/2013WRV02300361. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is 
satisfied with the satellite inspection regime as used in mapping for the purpose of identifying 
non-forage areas under disadvantaged areas scheme and SPS schemes; the reason for the delay 
in clearing maps in view of the fact that applications were received in May; if he has concerns 
that there is an over zealous inspection regime at play; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [48038/13]

12/11/2013WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
ensure the successful delivery of approximately €1.7 billion of EU monies under the Single 
Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme and other area based schemes, my Depart-
ment is required to carry out an annual round of inspections covering the eligibility of the land 
declared to draw down payments.  The basis for these checks is clearly laid down in the govern-
ing EU Regulations and there are certain minimum numbers and types of inspections that must 
take place annually.  

Land eligibility checks must be carried out on at least 5% of applicants.  These checks are 
carried out to verify that the actual area claimed in the application form corresponds to the 
area farmed and to ensure that any ineligible land or features are not included for aid purposes.  
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With improving technology and in the interests of efficient use of limited recourses, and also 
in accordance with the governing EU legislation, the emphasis under the eligibility inspection 
programme has been to move towards the increased use of ‘Remote Sensing’, based on satel-
lite imagery.  In many cases this removes the need for an on farm visit by Department officials.

In the current year, of the overall 7,500 eligibility inspections scheduled, some 75% are be-
ing done by means of Remote Sensing.  Remote Sensing inspections may give rise to follow-up 
ground inspections, where it has not been possible to determine definitively the eligibility of 
certain land features (e.g. scrub).  In these cases the results obtained are used, in combination 
with the clear satellite imagery, to finalise the eligibility inspection of the entire areas declared.  
It is also standard procedure, that, a Ground Inspection is carried out by my Department to ver-
ify the outcome of the Remote Sensing inspections which result in the application of a penalty.

My Department, in accordance with EU rules, determines the SPS applications selected 
each year for eligibility inspections including the areas of the Country where satellite imagery 
will be used.  The satellite imagery used for Remote Sensing inspections is supplied to my De-
partment by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre.  It is subsequently examined, 
in accordance with the governing rules, by a specialist service provider contracted for this pur-
pose by my Department.  I am satisfied that the Remote Sensing inspection regime described 
above is as required by the EU and is implemented in a fair and balanced manner by officials 
in my Department.

As regards the clearing of maps received by my Department, I would point out that in early 
2013 my Department circulated maps to all applicants under the 2013 SPS asking that these 
be examined and updated as necessary.  Many farmers returned amended maps to my Depart-
ment as part of their SPS application process to facilitate re-digitising, in order to have various 
ineligible features, such as buildings, roadways, farmyards, etc, properly recorded on the LPIS.  
The necessary amendments are made, on an ongoing basis, to accurately reflect the position on 
the ground. 

I do not accept that there is any delay in completing the work required to successfully update 
and clear these cases.  It must be remembered that under EU rules, the earliest permissible date 
for payment under the Single Payment Scheme is actually the 1st of December.  This year I 
made a special case to the European Commission securing agreement to make an advance pay-
ment of 50% from 16 October.  Since payments under the Single Payment Scheme started on 
16 October, €582 million has issued to over 115,000 farmers.  This equates to some 93% of all 
eligible applicants. In addition, payments under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, 
on target, on 22 September and, to date, payments worth over €178 million have issued to over 
84,000 farmers.

It is not possible under legislation governing the payment of aid under the area based 
schemes to make payment in cases that are not fully processed and clear.  I have prioritised the 
resolution of outstanding cases and can also confirm that arrangements are well advanced to 
allow balancing payments under the Single Payment Scheme commence issuing on target, as 
and from 1 December. 

12/11/2013WRV02450Departmental Offices

12/11/2013WRV02500362. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 173 of 10 October 2013, if he will ensure that there is 
a public desk made available for farmers in the west of Ireland who have administrative or 
clerical queries for his Department, in view of the age profile of farmers and the low computer 
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literacy skills of many older farmers and their households; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48090/13]

12/11/2013WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As I ex-
plained to the Deputy in response to Question 173 on 10 October last, the centralisation of 
administrative functions in the local offices to two centres fits in both with my Department’s ob-
jectives in driving efficiency and savings and also with the broad public service reform agenda.  
The administrative functions have already been transferred out of a number of regional offices 
(notably, Ennis, Clonakilty, Limerick and Tipperary), without any negative implications for the 
provision of services to farmer clients.  The transfer of the administrative functions out of other 
regional offices will be considered in light of the availability of opportunities to redeploy the 
staff concerned to support other critical public services. 

I would like to emphasise that the Department vets, inspectors and technical officers, along 
with appropriate administrative support, will remain in place at the Regional Offices to service 
our clients across all of the schemes that are provided from these offices.  In view of this, I can 
assure the Deputy that frontline services will be fully maintained and public access for all of 
the Department’s stakeholders will continue to be available at these regional offices, including 
those located in the West of Ireland. 

12/11/2013WRV02650Farm Inspections

12/11/2013WRV02700363. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether farm inspections should be more advisory rather than penalising as the prospect of 
inspections are causing great stress to the farming community; if he will allow farmers time to 
correct problems that arise before the imposition of penalties.  [48097/13]

12/11/2013WRV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
and other area based schemes is required to carry out an annual round of inspections covering 
both the eligibility of the land declared to draw down payments and also cross compliance 
aspects, to ensure compliance with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of public, animal 
and plant health, environment and animal welfare and ensuring that the land is maintained in 
good agricultural and environment condition.  These mandatory inspections are governed by 
EU legislation and there are certain minimum numbers and types of inspections that must take 
place annually.

These inspections are a necessary requirement to drawn down approximately €1.7 billion of 
EU funds annually and to avoid EU disallowances.  My Department must therefore ensure that 
these inspections are conducted in full accordance with the legislative provisions. 

EU regulations governing these inspections prescribe a range of reductions and penalties to 
be applied where an over-declaration in area has been found at an Eligibility inspection and/or 
where non-compliance under the Cross Compliance regime has been identified at inspection.

In the case of Eligibility inspections, a tiered rate of reduction applies:

-  Difference of less than 3% or 2 ha - Aid reduced to reflect lower eligible area;

-  Difference >3%, but < 20% - Aid based on lower eligible area reduced by twice the differ-
ence between the area determined and the area claimed (or entitlements held if lower);

-  Difference > 20%, but < 50 % - No payment for Scheme year;
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-  Difference > 50% - No payment for Scheme year and a Multi-Annual sanction based on 
the value of the Single Farm Payment on the area over-declared, to be offset against any pay-
ments in the following 3 calendar years.

In the case of Cross Compliance inspections, where the non-compliance is due to negligence 
the penalty is 3%, which can be reduced to 1% or increased to 5% depending on the extent, 
severity and permanence of the non-compliance.  Where the non-compliance is determined as 
intentional, the standard reduction is 20%, but this can be reduced to 15% or increased to 100% 
depending on the extent, severity and permanence.  Where non-compliance is deemed to be 
minor in nature, tolerance may be applied with the applicant advised to remedy the problem.  
Where the minor non-compliance is not remedied within a certain period a penalty of at least 
1% is applied. There are also penalty provisions where repeated non-compliance is determined. 

My Department has established a Farm Advisory System under the Single Payment Scheme 
and I recommend that any applicant with any inspection concerns whatsoever to avail of this 
service, which involves Teagasc and private agricultural consultants, to allay any such concerns. 

Finally, there is a comprehensive appeal system in place for applicants to avail of if they 
consider that the inspection has not been conducted in accordance with legislative requirements 
or if they are unhappy with the inspection findings.  This appeal system incorporates an initial 
review by an officer more senior than the inspecting officer, with the option to appeal the out-
come of any such review to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.  In the event that an 
applicant is not satisfied with the outcome of this review he/she has the right to pursue the mat-
ter further with the Office of the Ombudsman.

12/11/2013WRV02850Farm Inspections

12/11/2013WRV02900364. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that members of staff were selectively applying eligibility 
penalties to land in County Galway until it was discovered at an inspection (details supplied) 
that this was incorrect procedure resulting in a staff briefing for all staff on 6 July 2011 in Gal-
way; if he will confirm if only a GAEC penalty could apply in such circumstances; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48098/13]

12/11/2013WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the context 
of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme and other area based 
schemes, DAFM is required under the SPS implementing legislation to carry out an annual 
round of inspections covering both the eligibility of the land declared to draw down payments 
and also cross compliance requirements, to ensure compliance with EU regulatory require-
ments in the areas of public, animal and plant health, environment and animal welfare.  These 
inspections are mandatory for each Member State.

Land eligibility checks must be carried out on at least 5% of applicants.  These checks are 
carried out to verify that the actual area claimed in the application form corresponds to the area 
farmed by the farmer and to ensure that any ineligible land or features are not included for aid 
purposes.  In respect of each hectare declared, the eligible area excludes any areas under roads, 
paths, buildings, farmyards, woods, scrub, rivers, streams, ponds, lakes, sand, areas of bare 
rock, boglands unfit for grazing, sand/gravel pits, areas used for quarrying, inaccessible areas, 
areas used as sports fields, golf courses, pitch and putt courses.  Deductions are not required 
for headlands or for landscape features such as hedgerows and drains/ditches.  There must be 
evidence of a sufficient agricultural activity being conducted throughout the parcel. Unused or 
fenced off parts of a parcel may be ineligible.    



12 November 2013

573

The rate of inspections for cross-compliance is 1% of applicants to whom the Statutory 
Management Requirements (SMRs) and Good Agricultural Condition (GAEC) apply.  How-
ever, 3% of farmers must be inspected under the bovine identification and registration require-
ments, while 3% of sheep/goat farmers must be inspected covering 5% of the flock.  These 
inspections are necessary to verify that the cross compliance objectives are being met.

Annually approximately €1.2 billion euro is paid out to applicant farmers in SPS payments.  
My Department under the legislation is obliged to ensure the accurate disbursement of all com-
munity funds. It conducts this through a robust inspection system.  An ongoing EU audit system 
is in place which includes the Certifying Body, the Commission and the Court of Auditors to 
ensure the veracity of all payments.  All staff are regularly trained on how to conduct these in-
spections.  This training is based on the implementing legislation, audit findings and the latest 
clarifications from the Commission.  

All applicants for SPS payments are further protected by the comprehensive appeal process 
in place.  An applicant who may consider that an inspection has not been properly conducted 
may appeal.  This appeal process includes a number of possible steps to ensure fairness.  An ap-
plicant may appeal to the local district supervisor in the first instance.  Should he not be satisfied 
he can then appeal to the independent appeals office.  Failing this he can appeal to the ombuds-
man’s office or take the matter to the courts. 

The meeting on the 6 of July 2011 was a normal internal meeting of staff following on from 
a file checking review and did not include any reference to the applicant in question.  A letter 
dated 13th December 2011 issued to the person named outlining the outcome of this inspec-
tion.  If the person named wishes to seek a review of any aspect of the inspection, as mentioned 
above, he should do so to the local district supervisor in the first instance clearly outlining the 
grounds of his appeal.

12/11/2013WRV03050Land Parcel Identification System

12/11/2013WRV03100365. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether he feels the present penalty regime for over declaration of lands should be altered as 
the penalty imposition for over declaration of forage areas in excess of 3% is harsh, especially 
in disadvantaged areas where there is a large level of scrub encroachment especially on lands in 
designated areas and on farms previously in REP schemes.  [48099/13]

12/11/2013WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other area-based schemes 
may be made only in respect of eligible land and applicants are obliged annually to declare the 
land parcels available to them; details of the eligible area of the land parcels are recorded on my 
Department’s Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS).  Details of the use and area claimed for 
each of some one million parcels on the LPIS system are registered and continually monitored 
by my Department. 

It is the responsibility of all applicants to ensure that the details in each year’s application 
are accurate.  Therefore, applicants are advised of the need to confirm their right to declare such 
parcels and to make the appropriate deductions (e.g. in respect of houses, farm buildings, road-
ways, scrub, etc.) to the area of eligible parcels, as necessary.  Applicants under either/both the 
Single Payment Scheme and/or the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are obliged to maintain the 
land declared in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition for the period 1 January to 31 
December of the year of application. 
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The regulatory penalties applicable to the Single Payment Scheme and the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme are contained in EU Regulations 1122/2009 and 65/2011, respectively.  While 
Member States have sought to have these penalties amended the EU Commission has stead-
fastly maintained its position and is unlikely to alter its views. 

12/11/2013WRV03250Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRV03300366. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48108/13]

12/11/2013WRV03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy can be found in the table:

Company 
name

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 TOTAL

PWC €0 €0 €19,965 €7,502 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €27,467

KPMG €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €78,481 €0 €0 €78,481

Ernst and 
Young

€5,400 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €5,400

Deloitte €0 €1,815 €3,993 €3,872 €4,235 €4,719 €0 €0 €393,660* €416,841† €829,135

Grant Thornton €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0

TOTAL €5,400 €1,815 €23,958 €11,374 €4,235 €4,719 €0 €78,481 €393,660 €416,841 €940,483

*ICT Contract Programming for the following: Fisheries Electronic Recording System 
(ERS)/Integrated Fisheries Information System (IFIS)/Generic Claims Processing System 
(GCPS)/Agricultural Field Inspections and Testing System (AFIT)/Import Notification System 
(INS)

†ICT Contract Programming for the following: Fisheries Electronic Recording System 
(ERS)/Integrated Fisheries Information System (IFIS)

12/11/2013WRW00150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRW00200367. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will detail in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro 
paid by his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48128/13]

12/11/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is not pos-
sible to provide this information in the required time.  I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as 
it is available.

12/11/2013WRW00350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRW00400368. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in 
euro paid by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48149/13]

12/11/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is not pos-
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sible to provide this information in the required time.  I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as 
it is available.

12/11/2013WRW00550Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/11/2013WRW00600369. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [48169/13]

12/11/2013WRW00700370. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48171/13]

12/11/2013WRW00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 369 and 370 together.

As there is no record of an application from the person named under the 2013 Single Pay-
ment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, no payments are due to the person named in re-
spect of either Scheme.

12/11/2013WRW00850Harbour Authority Properties

12/11/2013WRW00900371. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to publicly advertise a public competitive tendering process for the leasing of vacant 
properties, at State-owned fishery harbour centres, including Howth, County Dublin, in the near 
future; and when this process might begin.  [48188/13]

12/11/2013WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has recently held public competitive tendering processes for vacant sites in three Fishery 
Harbour Centres namely Howth, Castletownbere and Killybegs.  Plans with regard to potential 
future uses for vacant properties at the Fishery Harbour Centres are kept under ongoing review 
by my Department.  Properties that are made available for lease are, in general, done so by way 
of public competitive tendering process.  Such tendering processes undertaken by my Depart-
ment will be advertised in a national and local newspaper, on my Department’s website, and in 
prominent positions at the relevant Fishery Harbour Centre.

12/11/2013WRW01050Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/11/2013WRW01100372. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not yet received their single farm 
payment and/or area aid payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48194/13]

12/11/2013WRW01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area Scheme was received from the person 
named on 9 May 2013. The person named included three plots on this application, however 
the relevant maps were not submitted with the application. My Department has written to the 
person named and contacted him directly regarding this matter. As soon as the three maps in 
question are provided to my Department, the application will be further processed.
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12/11/2013WRW01250Agriculture Schemes Administration

12/11/2013WRW01300373. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 911 of 5 November, 2013, if he will intervene and investigate 
the high level of penalties being imposed on farmers in respect of single farm payments and 
disadvantaged area scheme payments in regards to scrub land and land with rushes; if he will 
take into consideration the fact that farmers have experienced the most difficult period in their 
farming lives as a result of the fodder crisis, many of whom will be in debt for years to come, 
the fact that farmers’ incomes have dropped significantly in recent years and now are being hit 
with hefty penalties, the fact that prior to this summer, animals had to be housed and fed indoors 
for the longest period in farming records due to appalling weather conditions, the huge outlay 
by farmers who had to buy in fodder, the fact that animals had to be kept indoors for prolonged 
periods as land could not be travelled due to exceptionally wet ground conditions; if he will 
provide details of the total number of farmers penalised this year to date throughout the country 
on a county basis; the total loss in income to these farmers on a county basis; if he will provide 
specific figures for County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48203/13]

12/11/2013WRW01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Where land 
is deemed ineligible for the purpose of the EU Single Payment Regulation this, in the main, is a 
result of the inclusion of ineligible areas/features and where it is not being used for an agricul-
tural purpose. In cases where land with scrub or rushes is rejected, it will be seen that this is due 
to the broader issue of insufficient agricultural activity being undertaken on it to keep it in good 
agricultural and environmental condition or GAEC. My Department does not maintain records 
specifically on the presence of scrub and rushes.

As part of the controls laid down by the Commission and in order to avoid substantial dis-
allowance of EU funds my Department is currently reviewing all land parcels claimed. This 
effectively means a review of all 950,000 land parcels in the country. This is a mammoth task 
but my Department is making every effort to ensure that it will be completed in a manner that 
satisfies the Commission.  As a result of this phase of this review, any payments made to farm-
ers in respect of claimed areas, which were found to be ineligible including scrub, must be re-
imbursed. The Review of the 950,000 parcels contained on the LPIS database is well advanced 
at this stage and is on target to be finalised in time to allow a comprehensive response to the 
Commission within the specified time-frame of 15 December.  As this review is ongoing, it is 
therefore not possible to provide total figures or specific figures by county.

12/11/2013WRW01450Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRW01500374. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48215/13]

12/11/2013WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment received a 2012 Transfer of Entitlements form on 14 May 2012 to transfer entitlements by 
lease from the Estate of a deceased person to the person named.  The person named had been 
leasing these entitlements until 31 December 2011 whereupon the lease expired.  My Depart-
ment wrote to the Representatives of the Estate of the deceased person in August 2012 advising 
them that it was not possible to transfer entitlements from the estate of a deceased person.  The 
estate of the deceased should firstly be distributed and the beneficiary of the entitlements may 
subsequently lease them to a third party.  To date my Department has not received any further 
correspondence on this issue.
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An application under the 2013 Single Payment scheme was received from the person named 
on 15 May 2013. Processing of this application is almost complete and payment is expected to 
issue shortly.

12/11/2013WRW01650Aquaculture Licences Applications

12/11/2013WRW01700375. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
procedures followed in the assessment of aquaculture licences; the progress made to date in the 
consideration of the application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for a large fin fish farm in Galway Bay 
based on this process; when it is expected that a decision will be made on this application; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48216/13]

12/11/2013WRW01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Aquaculture 
licence applications are considered by my Department under the provisions of the 1997 Fisher-
ies (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act.  The specific steps are set out in the follow-
ing table.

Steps Progress to date
Step 1 Aquaculture licence application received.
Step 2 Application checked – if location in or adjacent to Natura 2000 area, 

sent for Appropriate Assessment
Step 3 Appropriate Assessment carried out by the Marine Institute (Depart-

ment’s scientific advisors) following the setting out of the conservation 
objectives by the NPWS

Step 4 On receipt of the Appropriate Assessment (AA) the Department in con-
junction with its scientific and technical advisors carries out an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) pre-screening to ensure compliance 
with EU Environmental Directives (for some aquaculture activities, e.g. 
marine finish, an EIS is compulsory)

Step 5 All applications accompanied by the Appropriate Assessment and EIA 
pre-screening (or EIS) are sent to Statutory Consultees (this includes 
NPWS, An Taisce, County Councils, Department of Environment etc)

Step 6 (a) All applications accompanied by the Appropriate Assessment and EIA 
pre-screening (or EIS are sent to Public consultation - allowing mem-
bers of the public to comment

Step 6 (b) All information received is evaluated by Department Officials and a 
recommendation made to the Minister

Step 7 Ministerial Decision to either grant or refuse the application
Step 8 Publication of Ministerial Decision
Step 9 Decision may be appealed to the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board 

(ALAB) - the independent appeals body
Step 10 Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board (ALAB) publish their decision 

(Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board (ALAB) decision can be judi-
cially reviewed)

The specific application referred to by the Deputy was received by my Department last year. 
The application and its accompanying Environmental Impact Statement are being considered 
under the legislation.  A determination in respect of the application will be made as soon as 
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possible following completion of the necessary assessment process. This assessment process 
will take full account of all national and EU legislative requirements and will reflect the full 
engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public policy aspects of the application.

The fullest consideration is being given to all submissions received as part of the statutory 
and public consultation stages of the process.  As the application is under active consideration 
as part of the statutory process it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this 
time.

12/11/2013WRW01850Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRW01900376. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a single farm payment will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [48218/13]

12/11/2013WRW02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is 
no record of the person named having lodged an application under the 2013 Single Payment 
Scheme.

12/11/2013WRW02050Single Payment Scheme Administration

12/11/2013WRW02100377. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reasons specialist heifer feeders were excluded from the beef premium payments system; 
if he has considered a form of redress system for these farmers as a consequence of them only 
receiving a relatively small single farm payment or none at all; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48223/13]

12/11/2013WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU Reg-
ulations governing the Special Beef Premium Scheme defined the animals eligible under the 
Scheme i.e. bulls and bullocks. Generally, the Single Payment Scheme is applicable to farmers 
who actively farmed during all or any of the three reference years 2000, 2001 and 2002, who 
were paid Livestock Premia and/or Arable Aid payments in one or more of those years and by 
whom Single Payment entitlements were, therefore, established. Other farmers, including new 
entrants to farming since the reference period, are also eligible for the Single Payment Scheme 
where they have received entitlements from the National Reserve, or by way of a transfer i.e. 
purchase or lease.

12/11/2013WRW02250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRW02300378. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a cut in area aid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48262/13]

12/11/2013WRW02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged 
Area Scheme revealed an over-claim in respect of one of the land parcels declared by the person 
named. The person named was recently notified of this error by letter and of the fact that the 
over declaration has resulted in a nil payment for 2013. Maps of the relevant land parcel and in-
formation on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were included with the 
letter. To date, no response has been received. An official will make contact with the applicant 
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with a view to assisting him in this regard.

12/11/2013WRW02450Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRW02500379. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Kerry has not received their area based pay-
ments or their single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48271/13]

12/11/2013WRW02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 9 May 2013. 
Processing of the application will be completed shortly and payments will then issue directly to 
the nominated bank account of the person named.

12/11/2013WRW02650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

12/11/2013WRW02700380. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on a further review of an application for derogation of a disadvantaged 
areas scheme in view of the exceptional personal circumstances in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48276/13]

12/11/2013WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 and 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, 
whose cases were impacted upon by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking 
density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, and who applied for and were refused 
derogation in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the inde-
pendently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. He was informed of the Committee’s decision and 
of his option to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

12/11/2013WRW02850Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/11/2013WRW02900381. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48281/13]

12/11/2013WRW03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2013.  As this was the first year the person named submitted an application payments under the 
Single Payment Scheme he does not have entitlements and accordingly no payments are due.  
An Official of my Department has made direct contact with the person named and explained 
the situation to him.

12/11/2013WRW03050Agriculture Schemes Penalties

12/11/2013WRW03100382. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review the severe penalties for the single farm payments and disadvantaged areas payments 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will reverse this measure; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [48285/13]
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12/11/2013WRW03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged 
Area Scheme revealed over-claims in respect of two of the land parcels declared by the person 
named. The person named was recently notified of this error by letter.  Maps of the relevant land 
parcels and information on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were in-
cluded with the letter. To date, no response has been received.  In the meantime, payments have 
recently issued to the nominated bank account of the person named on the revised eligible area. 
Should the person named appeal the decision regarding the over-claims and should that appeal 
prove successful, then supplementary payments will, of course, be made.

12/11/2013WRW03250Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/11/2013WRW03300383. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite the full amount of single farm payments and disadvantaged areas payments in 
respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48291/13]

12/11/2013WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment received a 2013 Transfer of Entitlements application form on 3 May 2013 from the person 
named to transfer 16.73 entitlements by way of sale. This application was processed and accep-
tance letters were issued on 22 May 2013.  The person named submitted an application under 
the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area Schemes on 18 April 2013.  EU Regulations 
governing the administration of these schemes require that full and comprehensive adminis-
trative checks, including in some cases, land eligibility inspections, be completed before any 
payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection). As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection.  The ground inspection process confirmed an over claim of greater than 3% but less 
than 20% in this case. The person named was notified of this decision on 8 November 2013 and 
was also informed of his right to seek a review of this decision. To date there is no record of any 
appeal having been received in my Department. Payments due will issue shortly based on the 
reduced eligible area following the application of the appropriate penalty.

12/11/2013WRX00200International Agreements

12/11/2013WRX00300384. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing 
the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48313/13]

12/11/2013WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A cost benefit 
analysis has not been undertaken to date by my Department with regard to the impact of Ire-
land signing the Antarctic Treaty. From a purely fisheries perspective, the necessity of Ireland 
becoming a signatory to the Treaty and more particularly, the Convention on the Conservation 
of Antarctic Marine living Resources (CCAMLR), would only arise were we to engage in har-
vesting or research activity in Antarctic waters. It is not envisaged that either or both of these 
activities will be undertaken in the short to medium term.

12/11/2013WRX00500Knackery Industry
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12/11/2013WRX00600385. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason behind his decision to introduce a 125 km rendering restriction on knackeries; the dis-
cussions to date with the knackery industry on the measure; if he is satisfied that this measure is 
not anti-competitive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48332/13]

12/11/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The opera-
tion of the TSE Subsidy Scheme has been examined in my Department and a number of changes 
have been introduced on a ‘best practice’ basis which include enhanced compliance provisions 
and putting some limits on distance material can be carried whilst maintaining choice. 

This examination took into account a number of considerations including TSE testing re-
quirements, Animal By-Product Regulations, the need to maintain competition and the need for 
an adequate collection and disposal infrastructure.

Under the new arrangements each Animal Collector will be able to choose to use at least two 
rendering companies. Each Animal Collector licensed by my Department and each rendering 
company on the island of Ireland have been invited to express their interest in being included 
in panels to operate the revised scheme which it is envisaged will be in operation from 30 No-
vember 2013.

These revised terms and conditions only apply to material collected and disposed under 
the TSE Subsidy Scheme that my Department operates to facilitate the TSE testing of over 48 
month bovines as required by EU legislation. Any Animal Collector who wishes to opt out of 
this scheme will, subject to compliance with Animal By-Product regulatory requirements not 
be bound by the revised scheme rules. 

The new arrangements will be subject to a 6-month review in light of experience and my 
officials are open to discussion at any time with any stakeholders on matters of concern to them.

12/11/2013WRX00800Grant Payments

12/11/2013WRX00900386. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers on a countrywide basis awaiting the first instalment of their single farm pay-
ments and disadvantaged areas payments respectively; if he will ensure that a partial payment is 
made to all farmers while outstanding issues are being resolved in view of the serious financial 
hardship as a result of borrowings and credit for fodder earlier this year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48333/13]

12/11/2013WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In respect 
of the Single Payment Scheme the earliest payment date under the governing EU rules is 1 
December. However, earlier this year I successfully sought the approval of the Commissioner 
to have advance payments made as and from 16 October, my approach to the Commissioner 
having being prompted by the protracted unseasonable weather which prevailed throughout the 
country, which culminated in the serious national fodder shortage and led to severe financial 
and animal welfare difficulties for farmers. The 50% advance payments commenced, on target, 
on 16 October and, to date, payments worth €582 million have issued to over 115,000 farmers. 
Payments continue to issue on a twice-weekly basis, as individual cases are confirmed eligible 
for payment. Table 1 sets out the Single Farm payments made, to date, on a county basis.

Payments under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme begin issuing, on target, on 25 Sep-
tember. While there is no regulatory date by which DAS payments must commence, it is gener-
ally recognised and indeed acknowledged in the Farmers’ Charter, that the third week in Sep-
tember of any given year is the earliest feasible payment date, given the volume and complexity 
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of processing involved. To date, payments worth €178 million have issued to over 84,000 farm-
ers. Payments continue to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid 100% 
of the amount due as they are confirmed eligible. 

It should be appreciated, however, that many applicants, who declare land situated in a Dis-
advantaged Area are not eligible for payment under the Scheme. Many of these applicants do 
not maintain any animals and those that do maintain animals do not keep sufficient livestock to 
meet the minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per hectare. This is a normal feature 
of the Disadvantaged Area Scheme. I should emphasise, however, that many of those currently 
showing as having insufficient stock will ultimately satisfy the requirement – the minimum re-
tention period being seven consecutive months. I expect that there will be a steady flow of cases 
each month where compliance with this retention period will be confirmed, thereby allowing 
payments to issue. Table 2 sets out the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme payments made, to date, 
on a county basis.

Successive EU audits have made it clear that payments should not issue under Area Based 
schemes, including Single Farm and Disadvantaged Areas, until all queries associated with an 
application are resolved. Therefore, while I fully appreciate the difficulties that farmers have 
faced this year as highlighted by the Deputy, it would not be appropriate to make advance 
payments on cases that have not been cleared. I have, however, made it clear that every effort 
will be made to resolve all outstanding cases as soon as possible and have assigned additional 
resources to ensure this.

Table 1: 2013 Single Payment Scheme

County Applied Paid Value of payments
CARLOW 1,608 1,445 €11,165,362.05
CAVAN 4,670 4,400 €17,101,817.29
CLARE 6,000 5,817 €23,765,610.01
CORK 12,786 12,153 €81,147,522.53
DONEGAL 7,945 7,297 €22,177,936.36
DUBLIN 608 573 €4,331,355.64
GALWAY 11,675 10,942 €37,676,963.57
KERRY 7,547 7,023 €27,318,346.51
KILDARE 2,021 1,793 €14,257,290.43
KILKENNY 3,414 3,236 €26,669,751.77
LAOIS 2,891 2,751 €19,918,552.11
LEITRIM 3,313 3,058 €8,137,306.39
LIMERICK 5,014 4,705 €24,824,064.40
LONGFORD 2,319 2,203 €9,600,750.60
LOUTH 1,469 1,370 €9,149,226.56
MAYO 11,264 10,456 €28,800,631.42
MEATH 3,674 3,485 €26,128,153.30
MONAGHAN 3,908 3,775 €15,161,397.21
OFFALY 2,981 2,809 €17,953,552.63
ROSCOMMON 5,586 5,182 €19,207,647.03
SLIGO 3,870 3,576 €10,834,785.47
TIPPERARY 6,837 6,558 €49,632,971.32
WATERFORD 2,379 2,282 €19,112,669.56
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County Applied Paid Value of payments
WESTMEATH 2,888 2,672 €16,174,331.35
WEXFORD 3,971 3,664 €28,431,720.58
WICKLOW 2,057 1,915 €13,359,706.89
TOTALS 122,695 115,140 €582,039,422.98
 

Table 2: 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme

County Applied Paid Value of payments
Carlow 770 605 €1,177,583.20
Cavan 4,941 4,200 €8,776,690.06
Clare 6,245 5,349 €12,253,734.33
Cork 7,299 6,000 €13,369,031.65
Donegal 8,720 6,602 €15,193,351.21
Dublin 152 98 €214,314.12
Galway 12,368 9,892 €20,692,366.20
Kerry 7,888 6,234 €14,868,771.00
Kildare 548 403 €689,909.76
Kilkenny 1,829 1,537 €3,078,472.39
Laois 1,753 1,462 €2,773,157.98
Leitrim 3,541 2,896 €6,391,351.04
Limerick 3,005 2,418 €4,522,237.00
Longford 2,431 2,061 €4,335,895.42
Louth 824 620 €1,003,771.88
Mayo 11,963 9,246 €19,418,291.81
Meath 1,377 1,109 €1,907,629.61
Monaghan 4,192 3,572 €6,864,841.07
Offaly 2,473 2,021 €3,800,524.32
Roscommon 5,878 4,663 €9,950,646.96
Sligo 4,169 3,258 €6,932,927.69
Tipperary 4,643 3,823 €7,794,269.72
Waterford 1,501 1,232 €2,402,134.14
Westmeath 2,715 2,226 €4,259,869.58
Wexford 1,554 1,158 €2,022,316.81
Wicklow 1,849 1,474 €3,465,444.83
TOTALS 104,628 84,159 €178,159,533.78

12/11/2013WRX01100Child Detention Centres

12/11/2013WRX01200387. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
state of development at Oberstown; the drug treatment facilities that will be available; the re-
sources that will be available for staff; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45959/13]

12/11/2013WRX01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Following ex-
tensive work involving my Department and the Office of Public Works since I secured funding 
for this project in early 2012, the design process is now complete, planning permission has 
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been secured and the tendering process has resulted in BAM Building Ltd. being appointed as 
the main contractor.  A number of sub-contractors have also been appointed and construction 
started on site on 23 September 2013.  On 14 October 2013 I officially launched the construc-
tion of the new facilities. 

The timeline for the project will see the first three new residential units available in the third 
quarter of 2014, which will be used to facilitate the transfer of responsibility for 17 year old 
boys from adult prison facilities (currently St. Patrick’s Institution) to the Oberstown campus 
and will deliver on the Government’s commitment to end the practice of detaining children in 
St. Patrick’s Institution.  An additional three residential units, to be delivered in 2015, will be 
used to replace existing accommodation on the Oberstown campus which has reached the end 
of its useful life.  The development will also provide associated education, recreation, security 
and other ancillary facilities and will result in all detention services for children being delivered 
in a single location, maximising the scope for ensuring best practice standards, using the chil-
dren detention school model, and operational efficiency.  The project is due to be fully complete 
by the third quarter of 2015.  

Among the facilities to be provided is a dedicated medical area to support improved de-
livery of on-site services from visiting doctors and dentists and from the nurse employed on 
campus.  In addition, and in advance of the new facilities being delivered, a certified system of 
mental health screening is shortly to be implemented for all young people being detained on 
campus which will identify those who are misusing drugs/alcohol within 24 to 48 hours after 
admission.  These young people  will be referred to the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy 
Service (ACTS), a new HSE service based on the Oberstown campus that will provide in-reach 
therapeutic services to the children detention schools.  This service includes addiction counsel-
lors.   

However, the deputy should be aware that the children detention schools are not special-
ist drug treatment centres.  A policy for Drugs/Alcohol and Substance Use/Misuse has been 
developed to deal appropriately with young people affected by these issues including access 
to specialist services when necessary.  The policy is available to view on the website of the 
Irish Youth Justice Service, www.iyjs.ie.  This approach is in line with the wider approach of 
facilitating access by young people to appropriate specialist interventions whereby those with 
specialist needs are accompanied to healthcare and other settings.

Staff in the children detention schools are, and will continue to be, fully supported with 
training and development in this and all other relevant areas to ensure competency in working 
in what is often a very challenging environment. Measures are ongoing to create an integrated, 
single campus and to develop a single set of care policies, in the context of the proposed full 
amalgamation of the existing 3 children detention schools, which will support management and 
staff in cross campus working and opportunities for further development.  A Campus Manager 
is to be appointed shortly who will be responsible for driving the reforms that are currently 
taking place in Oberstown.    In order to complement the expansion in the Oberstown campus, 
work is ongoing on a recruitment programme to be implemented on a phased basis for addi-
tional care staff needed to manage the new facilities that are being brought into operation during 
2014. 

A comprehensive planning process has also recently commenced for the delivery of ser-
vices for all children under 18 in Oberstown in advance of the transfer of responsibility for 17 
year old boys.  This will include appropriate input from the Irish Youth Justice Service which 
is based in my Department, the Irish Prison Service and other agencies including the Probation 
Service, the Courts Service, an Garda Síochána and the HSE Child and Family Support Ser-
vices, which will shortly become the Child and Family Agency. 
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  Question No. 388 answered with Question No. 39.

12/11/2013WRX01500Departmental Functions

12/11/2013WRX01600389. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the rea-
son she refuses to meet with an organisation (details supplied) despite several meeting requests; 
if she will agree to meet with this organisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[47760/13]

12/11/2013WRX01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked my 
officials with responsibility for adoption policy to contact the organisation directly. I have asked 
officials to meet with this organisation in the first instance and then to brief me on the issues 
raised.

12/11/2013WRX01800Adoption Records Provision

12/11/2013WRX01900390. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will in-
dicate in relation to cases where the identity of the birth mother has been established, the way 
information can be withheld on the grounds of protecting her identity. [47800/13]

12/11/2013WRX02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): At the heart of 
the issue of access to adoption information is the matter of balancing of an adopted person’s 
right to information about his or her identity against a birth parent’s right to privacy, which in-
cludes among other things her identity. 

I am conscious of the concerns of those who are seeking information in regard to their birth 
mother or  a child given up at birth. The desire to know one’s identity, or to re-establish contact 
with a child,  is very fundamental and entirely reasonable. Existing procedures in this area, both 
legislative and administrative, are not ideal and I have been anxious to see improvement in this 
regard. The existing arrangements for those seeking access to information reflect a transition 
from complex and historical situations and I am anxious that the HSE implement improved and 
consistent arrangements. It is also necessary to acknowledge that the legal and Constitutional 
framework within which such access operates is complex, reflecting as it does the balancing 
rights to privacy of the mother or a child who may not wish for contact to be re- established or 
personal information exchanged.  

Work is continuing  in relation to the preparation of the Heads of Bill of the Adoption (In-
formation and Tracing) Bill.  I am anxious to bring the Heads of bill before Government at the 
earliest possible date. The Constitutional and legal context within which the development of 
these legislative proposals must be undertaken is complex. I have agreed with the Oireachtas 
Health and Children Committee that once agreed by Government, the Heads of Bill  will be 
the subject of Committee hearings so that the complex and sensitive issues involved can be the 
subject of public consideration.

12/11/2013WRX02100Adoption Services Provision

12/11/2013WRX02200391. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will in-
struct the Adoption Authority of Ireland to de-register an organisation (details supplied) in view 
of the fact that it has been involved in organising illegal adoptions; and if she will conduct an 
inspection of all of its files as part of a thorough investigation into its operation. [47857/13]
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12/11/2013WRX02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Issues in relation 
to the accreditation of agencies providing adoption services is a matter for the Adoption Author-
ity. Section 130 of the Adoption Act, 2010, contains provisions in relation to the Authority’s 
ability to cancel a registration of an accredited body.

The Adoption Authority advises that  in June of this year St. Patrick’s Guild informed the 
Authority it intends to withdraw from the provision of its Information and Tracing Service.   A 
period of 12 - 18 months notice was given to allow for plans to be put in place for a transfer 
of the information and tracing service.   St. Patrick’s Guild also notified the Health Service 
Executive of this decision and has entered into discussion with them about arrangements for 
the future. The consultation process between the Adoption Authority and the HSE in relation 
to the transfer of the service and arrangements for the future is ongoing. As further information 
becomes available it will be posted on the Authority website (www.aai.gov.ie). 

At the present time St Patrick’s Guild are working with enquiries received up to and includ-
ing April 2013. It is planned to keep the waiting list open until the end of November 2013 and 
to continue working with all written requests and enquiries until the end of June 2014. Progress 
going forward will be kept under review and all persons concerned will be informed as to the 
steps taken in respect of their enquiries, and also about the future plans of the agency.  Inquiries 
received after the date given above will be noted and listed and, in due course, will be trans-
ferred to the agency that is appointed to receive them.

12/11/2013WRX02400Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRX02500392. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason that 
current net Voted expenditure in her Department was €29 million, 8% behind profile at the end 
of October 2013; if she expects this underspend to continue to the end of 2013; if any unspent 
allocation will be available for any other programmes in 2013; if she anticipates that any un-
derspend in 2013 will be greater than the level of cuts her Department made in 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [47906/13]

12/11/2013WRX02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The profiling 
data to which the Deputy refers relates to information which was published by the Depart-
ment of Finance in the context of the Exchequer Returns for end October 2013. The current 
expenditure shortfall at this time is primarily attributable to timing factors relating to fund 
disbursements under the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme and the School Age Childcare Initiative.

While expenditure levels under these programmes, especially the ECCE programme, will 
increase between now and the end of the year it is expected that there will be a underspend 
under the School Age Childcare Initiative due to limited take-up of the scheme in 2013. The 
extent of this underspend, together with any other identified savings or pressures that may arise 
elsewhere in the Vote, is currently under examination within my Department and will be con-
sidered in due course in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

12/11/2013WRX02700Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRX02800393. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason that 
capital net Voted expenditure in her Department was €12 million, 46.1% behind profile at the 
end of October 2013; if she expects this underspend to continue to the end of 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [47907/13]
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12/11/2013WRX02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A total of 
€25.76m in capital funding is available to my Department for 2013 and over 80% of this relates 
to the development of the National Children’s Detention facility at Oberstown in Co. Dublin. 

When profiling this expenditure at the start of this year, it was anticipated that the building 
work would begin earlier than has actually been the case. This was primarily due to detailed 
contractual discussions and negotiations and I am happy to confirm that building work has 
now started. However, as a result of these timing issues, the cash flow for the project has been 
adjusted and it is now anticipated that only €10m will be expended in 2013 as opposed to the 
original estimate of over €20m. It is still expected that 3 new units will be delivered by the 3rd 
quarter in 2014 to prioritise the accommodation of 17 year old boys currently the responsibility 
of the Irish Prison Service. The remaining units, to replace existing buildings, will be delivered 
by the 3rd quarter 2015.    The overall project cost will not be impacted on by this cash flow 
adjustment with the balance of overall funding now being required in 2014 and 2015 to meet 
contractual commitments.

12/11/2013WRX03000Youth Unemployment Measures

12/11/2013WRX03100394. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
programmes that are in place in each county to aid youth on social welfare who come under the 
remit of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [47924/13]

12/11/2013WRX03200395. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
programmes in place under her Department remit in each county to combat youth unemploy-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47926/13]

12/11/2013WRX03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 394 and 395 together.

The Government has a range of measures in place to tackle youth unemployment and these 
include programmes and initiatives in education, training, job search assistance/ work experi-
ence and to encourage job creation.   Youth unemployment is a particular concern because of 
the prospects it holds for young people themselves, their personal development and for social 
inclusion. My Department works closely with the Departments of Education and Skills, Social 
Protection, Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and others as part of a cross-departmental effort  to 
realise Government objectives for employment growth and improved access to the labour mar-
ket for young unemployed people.

In 2013, funding of  €53.498m, including €1.75m  for a new capital funding programme, 
has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth services and programmes to 
young people throughout the country by the voluntary youth sector. There are some 1,400 youth 
work staff in 477 projects and over 40,000 volunteers involved in the provision of these services 
at local level and each year over 380,000 young people participate in a range of activities and 
programmes designed to enhance their learning and self development.

As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, my aim is to promote the potential youth work 
can play, as part of the response to the challenges facing young people today including the youth 
employment challenge, through collaboration with other interests. Youth work and non-formal 
learning in its many programmes and activities; recreational, sporting, learning, volunteering 
and personal development, offer young people opportunities to acquire new competences and 
skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, resilience,  motivation, creativity and leader-
ship. These are core and transferable life skills; the 21st century skills that are so important to 



Questions - Written Answers

588

equip young people for the challenges in today’s world including training and career readiness.

There is a growing recognition in Ireland and across Europe of the potential of youth work 
services to enhance young people’s development including their employability and the pro-
grammes funded by my Department are supporting these youth work services at local, regional 
and national level.  A range of innovative programmes have been introduced by youth sector 
organisations to respond to young people’s needs. These include mentoring and guidance pro-
grammes, entrepreneurship projects, volunteering and social enterprise and mobility initiatives 
to enhance young people’s experiences and their employment readiness.   County level infor-
mation about such initiatives in the youth sector is not readily available to my Department.

As I have said, my Department is working closely with the Departments of Education, So-
cial Protection and Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, to identify in what ways the youth sector 
can contribute to the shared policy objectives for youth employment.  In particular, my Depart-
ment is examining the potential of non-formal learning to reach out to those young people not 
in education, training or employment and to support measures implementing the Youth Guar-
antee. The National Youth Work Advisory Committee, whose members include representatives 
of voluntary youth work organisations, is also considering issues to do with progressing this 
important agenda for our young people.

12/11/2013WRX03400Youth Work Projects Funding

12/11/2013WRX03500396. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
increase and decline of youth populations in counties is taken into account when resources are 
distributed; if she has undertaken a review of the agencies in charge of distributing resources in 
respect of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47927/13]

12/11/2013WRX03600397. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in re-
spect of youth funding, the way the amount and rate of funding per funding body is determined; 
the factors that go into determining the amount of funding each body receives; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [47929/13]

12/11/2013WRX03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 396 and 397 together.

Funding of €53.498m, including €1.75m  for a new capital funding programme, has been 
provided to my Department in 2013 for the provision of youth services and programmes to 
young people throughout the country through a number of schemes. 

The schemes include:

- the Youth Service Grant Scheme, which supports 31 national youth organisations;

- the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund 
Rounds 1 and 2, and Local Drug Task Force projects, which support  477 local projects  for 
disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people; and

- the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and other youth services including the Youth Infor-
mation Centres.

Altogether, these funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 
400,000 young people and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers work-
ing in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  Due to budgetary con-
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straints, no new projects have been admitted to these schemes since 2008.

The allocations for the national youth organisations and for local projects and services are 
determined, in the first instance, by my Department having regard to the available budget under 
the schemes. The process for the local youth projects throughout the country  involves the sub-
mission of an annual/ renewal application for funding and an annual progress report in which 
the project details the target cohort of young people for their services, the programmes that are 
provided, their objectives and the overall number of young people that have participated in 
services. The local Education and Training Board (ETB) youth officer, where appropriate, has 
a role in recommending the relevant project for continued funding.  The process that support 
projects for marginalised and disadvantaged young people has not, since the inception of the 
schemes, had reference to county level data on demographic trends in the youth population. 

The funding for the 477 local youth projects is administered on behalf of my Department 
by, in the main, by the ETBs.  Pobal administers the funding for the 31 national youth organi-
sations.  The allocations for local projects which are initially determined by my Department, 
are notified to the relevant ETB at the beginning of the year. In recent years, my Department 
has afforded the ETBs the flexibility to reconfigure the allocations to the youth projects in their 
area, within and across the funding schemes, where this is appropriate to their local needs and 
provided they remain within their overall budget. Any proposals for amalgamations/reconfigu-
ration of the allocations to individual projects are subject to my Department’s approval. 

The funding for the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, however, under which 1,600 local 
youth clubs (with 10,000 participants) benefit each year, is allocated by my Department to the 
Education and Training Boards on the basis of youth population numbers.

My Department has commenced a comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of 
the youth funding schemes.  This review is considering the rationale and objectives of the cur-
rent youth funding schemes and, inter alia, to what extent the schemes have been effective in 
achieving these objectives and their compatibility with the overall strategy of my Department.  
It is anticipated that the review, which is nearing completion, will make recommendations for 
the future operation of the schemes. It is also expected to inform the youth strategy which is 
being developed by my Department. The youth strategy will promote co-ordination between 
Government departments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the ef-
fectiveness of the State funding available to support services for young people in future years.

12/11/2013WRX03800Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRX03900398. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide in tabular form for each year since she was provided with a budget the total cu-
mulative amount in euro paid with her budget for non-audit services to companies (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48118/13]

12/11/2013WRX04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has not incurred any expenditure in respect of the provision of non-audit services by the com-
panies mentioned by the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRX04100Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRX04200399. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide in tabular form for each year since she was provided with a budget the total cumu-
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lative amount in euro paid with her budget to senior counsel; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48151/13]

12/11/2013WRX04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was established on the 2nd June 2011 and since then the following has been paid to Senior 
Counsel: 

Year Amount
2012 €3,690.00

12/11/2013WRX04400State Bodies Issues

12/11/2013WRX04500400. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
regarding the sharing of administrative facilities for the Information Commissioner and the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman for Children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48226/13]

12/11/2013WRX04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Ombuds-
man for Children is an independent officer of the State and accounts for her statutory functions 
to the Oireachtas. As Minister, I have certain functions and responsibilities for the Ombudsman 
for Children’s Office under the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002. Most notably the funding 
of the Ombudsman for Children’s Office through the Vote of my Department. 

As the Deputy is probably aware, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform pub-
lished its Public Sector Reform Document on 17th November, 2011.  This Public Service Re-
form Plan included an intention to address a wide range of issues, one of which is the implemen-
tation of shared service models for HR, payroll, pensions etc.  Appendix IIa of this document 
lists the bodies to be rationalised, amalgamated or abolished.  The document references my 
Department relating to the Ombudsman for Children and the intention to merge the back-office 
functions of the Ombudsman for Children  into the Ombudsman/Information Commissioner’s 
Office (Action No 47). 

Given the current economic climate, I am conscious that we make every effort to rationalise 
transactional or support processes by establishing shared operations to drive greater efficiencies 
and process improvement. 

In 2012, at the request of my Department, Ms. Emily Logan, the Ombudsman for Children, 
undertook a review of the potential for merging the back office functions of her Office into 
the Ombudsman/Information Commissioner’s Office. This review included finance, human re-
sources, information technology , office accommodation, equipment and supplies. The office 
currently has contracts in place for the provision of legal and also financial services such as 
payroll.  The IT function for the office is managed on a shared service basis by the Department 
of Health. Limited potential was identified for sharing or merging back office functions and no 
potential savings were identified in that process.

More recently, in the context of wider developments in shared services, arrangements are 
being considered to bring HR processes for the Ombudsman for Children’s Office into the civil 
service human resource management service known as ‘People Point’ in the same way as has 
already been done for staff of the Office of the Ombudsman/Information Commissioner.  This 
shared service model is part of recent public sector reform initiatives announced by Govern-
ment in 2011 to bring about an integrated and efficient public sector. 

I am satisfied that the processes outlined shows the Ombudsman for Children to be taking 
full account of the objective of efficiency in back office and corporate supports and expendi-
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tures while continuing to discharge the very important statutory responsibilities set out in the 
Ombudsman for Children Act 2002.

12/11/2013WRY00200Child Care Services Provision

12/11/2013WRY00300401. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
examine the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 in respect of the welfare of the chil-
dren.  [48263/13]

12/11/2013WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has submitted a Children First Referral Form to the HSE Social Work Dept on behalf of the 
Deputy. The HSE has statutory responsibility for the welfare and protection of children, under 
the Child Care Act, 1991. 

The Deputy is advised that in cases where there is concern for the welfare and protection of 
a child, a report should be made at the earliest opportunity to the HSE and/or An Garda Síochá-
na as set out in Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. 
It is in the best interests of the child, his or her family and the person reporting the concern that 
reports are made through the proper channels, to ensure timely reporting of the concern and the 
appropriate confidentiality for all involved.

The aim of the Children First National Guidance is to direct the identification, investigation, 
assessment, reporting, treatment and management of child welfare and safety concerns.  It sets 
out a number of key messages relating to the duty to protect children. Among these are that the 
safety and welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility, that children will have safer lives 
where everyone is attentive to their wellbeing and that people who work with children across 
a range of areas understand their responsibility for safe practice and the reporting of concerns. 

12/11/2013WRY00500Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY00600402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
is satisfied that the rights of parents and children are adequately provided for and preserved in 
all cases where children have been put into care over the past four years; the extent to which 
any particular issues have been brought to her attention; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [48293/13]

12/11/2013WRY00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care Act 1991, the HSE has a statutory duty to promote the welfare of children who are not re-
ceiving adequate care and protection. If a child is in need of care and protection and is unlikely 
to receive it at home, then the HSE has a duty to ensure they receive appropriate care. In the 
performance of this function, the HSE must “take such steps as it considers requisite to iden-
tify children who are not receiving adequate care and protection and co-ordinate information 
from all relevant sources relating to children; having regard to the rights and duties of parents, 
whether under the Constitution or otherwise - (i) regard the welfare of the child as the first and 
paramount consideration, and (ii) in so far as is practicable, give due consideration, having re-
gard to his age and understanding, to the wishes of the child;  have regard to the principle that 
it is generally in the best interests of a child to be brought up in his own family”.

Once a child is in State care there are secondary legislation  instruments and National Stan-
dards to protect their rights and guide with greater precision how that is to be achieved, for 
example:
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- The system of protection that HSE may offer is highly codified in law and covers a range 
of family support through to care arrangements and also provides for both voluntary arrange-
ments, entered into by parents and guardians, as well as court-ordered arrangements for the al-
ternative care. These latter arrangements are determined by the court authorities having regard 
to the various rights of both children and parents set out in the Constitution. Specifically, as 
regards the views of the child, Section 26 of the Child Care Act, 1991 provides for the appoint-
ment of a Guardian Ad Litem   (GAL) in respect of child care proceedings where a child is not 
party to those proceedings and where the court is satisfied that it is in the child’s best interests 
to have a GAL appointed. A GAL is appointed at the discretion of the Court and all fees, includ-
ing legal fees, are paid by the HSE. Their primary function is to provide a voice for the child 
in Court where the child is not party to the care proceedings. They promote the child’s best 
interests to the Court.

- A child protection social worker assigned to a child placed in a care setting has a duty to 
prepare and regularly review the care plan for the child. Intrinsic to this process is ensuring that 
the wishes of the child and his or her family are considered, that access and contact is facilitated 
between the child, parents and siblings (unless there is a court agreed reason not to do so), and 
that full engagement takes place with the child and their family with a view to planning the 
child’s return home. A significant amount of work takes place between social workers and par-
ents to create a situation where a child could return home, including referrals for parent(s) for 
relationship counselling, substance misuse or mental health issues.

- The National Standards for Foster Care 2003 state that “children and young people in fos-
ter care are encouraged and facilitated to maintain and develop family relationship and friend-
ships”. They also state “the families of children in foster care are involved in their care, in 
partnership with social workers and foster carers unless this is detrimental to the well being of 
the children, in which case the reasons for excluding them are recorded on the case files”.

- The National Standards for Residential Care state that “visits from family members, signif-
icant others and friends are encouraged and facilitated in private”. They go on to state  “where 
young person has lost contact with a parent , family or significant others the supervising social 
worker and staff members actively seek to re establish contact and to identify key people within 
the extended family to provide support”.

- Access and contact by relatives to a child in care is based on the needs of the child. In most 
cases access to family is actively promoted and encouraged unless the access is posing a risk 
to the child or is causing the child distress. A child’s view with regard to access is also sought 
where age appropriate and this view is to be respected.

In addition to the role of the courts, there are further measures to monitor the application of 
standards. Currently HIQA inspects HSE children’s residential care and child protection ser-
vices and  all foster care service under the Child Care Act, 1991 and the Health Act, 2007, and 
reports on findings to the Minister. HIQA publishes inspection reports on its website. The HSE 
inspect and register children’s residential centres run by the private and voluntary sectors. All 
inspections are undertaken against National Standards developed by the Department of Health 
prior to HIQA’s establishment. This process has revised and will continue to raise specific local 
quality improvement changes but will also contribute to corporate learning regarding the provi-
sion of these services. 

Other important initiatives to inform our understanding include, for example, publication of 
the interim report of the Child Care Law Reporting Project (CCLRP). This is a project which I 
have supported since its inception, and made the relevant regulations to allow the attendance of 
the project personnel in the courts.  The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is one of the 
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co-funders of the project, along with Atlantic Philanthropies and One Foundation.

The report is a crucial first step in improving the transparency of the conduct of child care 
proceedings, and informing the public and policy makers of how children are protected through 
the operation of the provisions of the Child Care Act 1991.  While this is an interim report, there 
is a significant amount of valuable information contained in the report which can be used to 
inform policy making on an on-going basis.

The CCLRP will provide invaluable information about the operation of the Child Care Act, 
which is the mechanism used by the HSE, in exceptional circumstances, and with the welfare 
of the child as the paramount consideration, to make applications to court to take children into 
care.  These are very serious decisions, with long term impacts on the child and the family and 
the more information that is available about the process, while protecting the identity of vulner-
able children and families, the better we can ensure the welfare and protection of children.

12/11/2013WRY00800Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY00900403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children taken into care on a monthly basis in each of the past four years to date; the 
most commonly recognised reason given and sustained; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [48294/13]

12/11/2013WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been ad-
vised by the HSE that 2,372 children were taken into care in 2009, 2,105 children were taken 
into care in 2010 and 2,248 children were taken into care in 2011. A breakdown of this data is 
not available on a monthly basis.

There were 2,070 admissions to care in 2012. The primary reason for children to be admit-
ted to care in 2012 were serious concerns of child welfare 53.9%, neglect 28.6%, physical abuse 
8.4%, emotional abuse 7.4% and sexual abuse 1.7%.   There is significant cross over between 
child welfare and neglect. Details of the reasons for admission to care in each of the years 2009-
2011 is currently being collated and I will arrange for this to be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

12/11/2013WRY01100Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY01200404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of emergency places available to her Department for the placement of children deemed 
to be at risk at any particular time over the past three years to date; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48295/13]

12/11/2013WRY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE pro-
vides a range of services aimed at addressing emergency situations in the area of child welfare 
and protection. In the main, these emergency situations arise out of hours.

At present the Health Service Executive provides out-of-hours emergency services for chil-
dren at risk in the greater Dublin area through the Crisis Intervention Service (CIS), and outside 
the greater Dublin area through the Emergency Place of Safety Service (EPSS). The Crisis 
Intervention Service provides out-of-hours emergency social work assistance to young people 
aged under 18 years. The service operates across the greater Dublin area (Counties Dublin, 
Kildare and Wicklow). Referrals are made by service providers outside of normal working 
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hours i.e. Gardaí, hospital and ambulance service personnel. 

The Emergency Place of Safety Service operates outside the greater Dublin area,  whereby 
Gardaí can access an emergency placement for children found to be at risk out-of-hours. This 
service involves the placement of a child in a family setting until the next working day, when 
the local social work service assumes responsibility for the case. As part of this service Gardaí 
have access to advice and information from a non-HSE social work off-site resource which is 
provided on a contract basis. The service is designed to ensure that children presenting as ‘at 
risk’ outside of normal working hours are provided with an appropriate emergency place of 
safety, a foster care placement, thereby reducing or eliminating social admissions of children in 
an acute hospital setting. 

Five Rivers Ireland (FRI) is the company that is currently providing this emergency place 
of safety service on behalf of the HSE. The purpose of this service is to provide placements to 
children where Gardaí have removed children from their homes under Section 12 of the Child 
Care Act, outside of normal working hours, on an emergency basis. 

Since the service commenced in June 2009 there has been a steady increase in the number of 
calls to the CIS and EPSS and an increase in the number of children placed. This table provides 
further information:

Year Total number of referrals Placements
2009 (from June) 166 66
2010 288 172
2011 370 253
2012 712 580
End March 2013 167 134

In addition, the Liberty House service in Cork is run by the HSE for young people out of 
home and at the risk of becoming homeless. It operates through a community based multi-dis-
ciplinary team which includes accommodation workers, public health nurse and a psychologist. 
The service works with young people in Cork up to the age of 18 and where necessary continues 
to provide support to those over 18 years of age. 

Pilot out of hours social work programme

In implementing a recommendation from the Ryan report and as  part of the ongoing ‘change 
agenda’ in Child and Family services the HSE is committed to developing the capacity of our 
child protection services to appropriately and effectively address the needs of children who 
present in emergency situations outside of normal working hours alongside the work of CIS 
and EPSS.

The HSE has piloted two out-of-hours pilot projects, one in Donegal and the other in Cork. 
The Donegal pilot project commenced in mid 2011 and the Cork project in the third quarter of 
last year.  Both projects involve the provision by local HSE staff of social work support out-of-
hours where deemed necessary by Gardaí.    

Both projects were internally evaluated by the HSE, which then commissioned an inde-
pendent external assessment, undertaken by Trinity College Dublin. The HSE has reviewed 
the recommendations of the Evaluation Report and is committed to further development and 
expansion of the service subject to resourcing and the terms of the Croke Park agreement. In 
this regard, a proposal for a National Children and Families Services Emergency Out of Hours 
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Social Work Service has been prepared.  My Department has been informed by the HSE that 
talks with the relevant staff representative association are also underway.

12/11/2013WRY01400Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRY01500405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which adequate resources remain available to her Department to meet the requirements 
arising from various legislation enacted over the past three years; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48296/13]

12/11/2013WRY01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Since the es-
tablishment of my Department in 2011 I have been responsible for two Bills which have been 
enacted by the Oireachtas. These include the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011 and the Child 
Care (Amendment) Act 2013. The implementation of the provisions of these Acts do not im-
pose any additional financial resource requirements on my Department.

12/11/2013WRY01700Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY01800406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she is in contact with the various voluntary statutory and support services 
throughout the country with a view to ensuring the identification of areas of particular need; the 
extent to which she is confident that such needs can be met on an ongoing basis; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [48297/13]

12/11/2013WRY01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was set up to drive the delivery of key commitments in relation to children and young people.  
The Department was established in June 2011 with a mandate to put in place a unified frame-
work of policy, legislation and provision across Government in respect of children and young 
people.

The responsibilities of my Department encompass a wide range of policy and service activ-
ity, both direct and indirect, for children and young people in Ireland. It has a complex mandate, 
comprised of a number of separate, but interrelated strands including:

- the direct provision of a range of universal and targeted services;

- ensuring high-quality arrangements are in place for focused interventions dealing with 
child welfare and protection, family support, adoption, school attendance and reducing youth 
crime;

- the harmonisation of policy and provision across Government and with a wide range of 
stakeholders to improve outcomes for children, young people and families.

As outlined in my Department’s Statement of Strategy, in order to achieve its goals, my 
Department works in close partnership with other Government departments, statutory agencies 
and non-governmental organisations on a range of cross-cutting issues in relation to both policy 
and provision as they relate to children and young people. The scope of this collaboration in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the following:

- Department of Education and Skills (e.g. early childhood education, numeracy/literacy 
and skills development); 
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- Department of Justice and Equality (e.g. crime prevention, community sanctions, deten-
tion, diversion and equality); 

- Department of Health (e.g. disability; health promotion, including nutrition and drugs 
policy);

- Health Service Executive (e.g. child welfare and protection, care and social services);

- Department of Social Protection (e.g. social inclusion, income support and the activation 
agenda); 

- Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (e.g. employment creation and youth en-
trepreneurship);

- Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (e.g. UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
and Council of Europe measures);

- Department of Environment, Community and Local Government (e.g. initiatives involv-
ing sustainable development and communities).

While responsibility for support services for children with extra needs will remain with the 
Departments of Health and Education and Skills, as appropriate, my Department will continue 
to work closely with those Departments.

The 2014 estimate includes a net allocation of €449m for my Department which represents 
an increase of €15m over the 2013 allocation and this clearly demonstrates the continuing com-
mitment of this Government to the  ongoing development of quality and effective services to 
support children and families.

12/11/2013WRY02000Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY02100407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she is satisfied that adequate guidelines exist to ensure that best practice is strictly observed in 
all cases where children or teenagers are deemed to be at risk and need to be placed in care. 
[48299/13]

12/11/2013WRY02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Children 
First National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, which I published in 2011, 
provides clarity and guidance for individuals and organisations in identifying and responding 
appropriately to child abuse and neglect. It also sets out what organisations that care for or 
work with children should do to ensure they are safe whilst in the care of the organisation. The 
Deputy will be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the Children 
First Bill 2012 in April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Health and Children for consideration and advice. The Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Health and Children published their report in July 2012. A number of submissions were 
received as part of the Committee’s consultation process. Overall there was a welcome that the 
legislation would increase the focus on child protection.  The contributions in the main came 
from organisations already implementing Children First. 

In parallel with the development of legislative proposals to put Children First on a statutory 
footing, significant work has been undertaken to achieve full and consistent implementation of 
the revised Guidance.  I have established a Children First   Implementation Inter-Departmental 
Group (CFIDG) to bring central government oversight to the implementation process.    The 
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direct responsibility for implementation rests at organisation level in line with the Guidance and 
the proposed legislation.  

 All Child Protection and Welfare referrals are managed through the HSE Children and 
Families Standardised Business Process. All reports of concern for the safety and well-being 
of a child come into the Duty/Intake team for assessment. All staff receiving such a referral are 
trained in the duty system and are obliged to treat seriously all child welfare and child protec-
tion concerns whatever their source. All information on the extensive process is available on 
the HSE website under the Standardised Business Process documentation. The full implemen-
tation of the Business Process continues to enhance the processing of all referrals throughout 
the country.

A child can be placed in care either voluntarily or by court order.  In the case of the former, 
this happens with the consent of the parents / guardian.  Where consent is not forthcoming, the 
HSE is obliged to make an application to court, and the criteria set out in the Child Care Act, 
1991, in respect of the relevant order are strictly applied.

Once a child has been taken into care there are a number of national standards in place 
including The National Standards for Foster Care 2003 and the National Standards for Resi-
dential Care . Currently HIQA inspects HSE children’s residential care and child protection ser-
vices and  all foster care service under the Child Care Act, 1991 and the Health Act, 2007, and 
reports on findings to the Minister. HIQA publishes inspection reports on its website. The HSE 
inspect and register children’s residential centres run by the private and voluntary sectors. All 
inspections are undertaken against National Standards developed by the Department of Health 
prior to HIQA’s establishment.

12/11/2013WRY02250Child Protection

12/11/2013WRY02400408. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department remains in contact with child support services in the Health 
Service Executive with a view to determination of the best practice to be pursued in cases of 
children at risk who have been brought to the attention of the HSE and-or her Department; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [48300/13]

12/11/2013WRY02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
maintains an oversight role in relation to all aspects of policy and practice in the HSE, which 
has the legislative responsibility for the delivery of such services. 

This oversight function is exercised through a range of interactions with colleagues in the 
HSE. These interactions are often formal and structured at a number of levels but there is also 
a good level of informal contact between the Department and the HSE on a daily basis relating 
to services. 

Among the more formal engagements are regular meetings between myself and the National 
Director for Children and Family Services along with our respective senior management teams. 
Officials from my Department also meet formally on a quarterly basis with their counterparts in 
the HSE to discuss Performance Indicators and to seek in general to maintain and where pos-
sible improve the service provided by the HSE to the wider public. 

The Department is not involved in the day to day running of services.  However the HSE is 
also proactive in providing information to me when policy issues arise. There are also occasions 
when information not routinely reported is provided to my Department following a specific 
request for same.  A recent example of this would be the legislative amendment required in 
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respect of interim care orders.

12/11/2013WRY02600Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY02700409. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
clearly defined demarcation lines exist between her Department and the Department of Health 
with respect to responsibility to address the welfare and well-being of children, their place-
ment into care in the event of such necessity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[48301/13]

12/11/2013WRY02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The primary 
legislation governing child care policy, and in particular the placement of children in care, is 
the Child Care Act 1991. Under this Act the HSE has a statutory duty to promote the welfare of 
children who are not receiving adequate care and protection.  My Department has responsibility 
for the Child Care Act, 1991, as amended. 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is also responsible for Family Support Ser-
vices and the National Education Welfare Board. Family Support Services for children and 
families aim to promote and protect the health and wellbeing of children and families, includ-
ing those at risk of abuse or neglect. Services are provided directly by the HSE under this Act, 
or on its behalf.  The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), which operates under the 
auspices of my Department, has a statutory remit to ensure that ‘each child attends a recognised 
school or otherwise receives a certain minimum education  ’. In particular, the NEWB has a key 
role to respond to instances where children are not attending school regularly, or where there is 
concern about a child’s educational welfare.

The new Child and Family Agency, upon establishment, will assume full statutory respon-
sibility for a range of child and family services currently provided by these three separate 
agencies under these acts; namely the HSE, the Family Support Agency and the National Edu-
cational Welfare Board. 

The suite of primary legislation governing the HSE regarding the wellbeing of children 
more generally includes the Health Act 2004 and other Acts relating to mental health and dis-
abilities. These matters are the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Health.

12/11/2013WRY02900Children in Care

12/11/2013WRY03000410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which the Health Service Executive reports to her Department in cases where children 
are deemed to be at risk and in need of placement in care; the extent of the resources available 
to her in such circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48302/13]

12/11/2013WRY03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Statutory re-
sponsibility for the welfare and protection of vulnerable children in Ireland is vested in the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) and Social Workers are persons employed and designated by 
the HSE to implement its powers in this regard. The principles underlying this responsibility are 
outlined in Child Care Act, 1991, as amended. My Department’s role is oversight of effective 
use of resources vis-a-vis statutory responsibilities.

The HSE publishes a range of reports on performance indicators on a monthly, quarterly 
and annual basis. Among these indicators is information relating to referral and assessment 
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processes. The HSE also provides an annual Review of Adequacy Report under Section 8 of the 
Child Care Act 1991. The Annual Service planning process also provides an opportunity to set 
out service priorities in the context of available resources. In addition, information is provided 
to me by the HSE on specific issues as required or to inform me of policy or legislative issues 
arising in the services.

The commitment to establish a new Child and Family Support Agency is at the heart of the 
Government’s reform of child and family services. The new Agency will assume responsibil-
ity for Children and Family Services, currently provided by the HSE, and the Family Support 
Agency. It will have a workforce of approximately 4,000 staff, and a combined existing budget 
of over €590 million. The Agency will be headed by Gordon Jeyes, as the Chief Executive des-
ignate, who will be supported by a senior management team. The Child and Family Agency Bill 
sets out detailed processes to support planning and reporting by the new Agency.

12/11/2013WRY03200Juvenile Offenders

12/11/2013WRY03300411. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department can engage with juvenile offenders with a view to rehabilitative 
or educational supports; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [48303/13]

12/11/2013WRY03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish Youth 
Justice Service (IYJS) in my Department is responsible for leading and driving reform in the 
youth justice area by focusing on diversion and rehabilitation, including greater use of com-
munity-based interventions, promotion of initiatives to deal with young people who offend, 
providing a safe and secure environment for detained young people and supporting their early 
re-integration into the community.

Since the 1 January 2012 the IYJS has been based in my Department and operates across 
two Departments, my Department and the Department of Justice and Equality and is staffed by 
officials from both Departments.

The main legislation covering youth justice is the Children Act, 2001. Responsibility for the 
Children Act, 2001 is shared between the Minister for Justice and Equality and myself.

I am responsible for the 3 Children Detention Schools at Oberstown, Lusk, Co. Dublin 
which provide detention places to the Courts for girls up to the age of 18 years and boys up to 
the age of 17 years ordered to be remanded or committed on criminal charges. I am also respon-
sible for the child care aspects of the Children Act, 2001. 

I see the role of my Department as working in an integrated way to develop strong linkages 
between early prevention and intervention, developing closer working relationships between 
the care system and the justice system with the main focus of keeping children out of the crimi-
nal justice system.

For those young people whose behaviour has unfortunately led to their involvement in the 
youth justice system and ultimately to detention, we must provide a safe and secure environ-
ment and support their early re-integration into the community. 

The principal object of the Children Detention Schools, as outlined in the Children Act 
2001, mandates the provision of appropriate educational, training and other programmes which 
promote the reintegration of the young people back into society and promote general life skills.  

 I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service, 
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known as ACTS, is now in place on the Oberstown campus with mental health screening train-
ing for staff having commenced recently.  This means that the Oberstown campus is now in a 
position to provide a more comprehensive service to young people remanded or committed by 
the Courts.   

IYJS works in tandem with the Department of Education and Skills and the Dublin and Dún 
Laoghaire Education and Training Board, to provide the necessary and vital educational ser-
vices based on the ‘Education Strategy for the Children Detention School Service 2010-2013’. 
It seeks to promote a whole child/whole system approach to focus on better outcomes for these 
children and their families.    

My Department also provides in the region of €53m to support the provision of quality 
youth provision throughout the country. This funding supports the provision of youth services 
and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged 
communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are 
provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Ser-
vices Fund and the Local Drugs Task Force Projects.

The establishment of my Department has led to a stronger focus on issues affecting children. 
The care and welfare of children is at the centre of my political responsibility as Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs and the forthcoming establishment of the Child and Family Agency 
will further strengthen the focus on delivering safe and effective services for children and fami-
lies who need a wide continuum of supports and interventions.

12/11/2013WRY03500Youth Services Issues

12/11/2013WRY03600412. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she continues to engage with youth organisations in the context of meeting the 
requirements of children and young persons in general; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [48304/13]

12/11/2013WRY03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and services for young people 
including those from disadvantaged communities, by the voluntary youth sector. In 2013, fund-
ing of €53.498m, including €1.75m  for a new capital funding programme, has been provided 
to support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people involving 
approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and com-
munities throughout the country.

Ongoing engagement and dialogue with the youth sector organisations and with young peo-
ple themselves are priorities in the development of the policies and services to support young 
people’s development and learning.

The National Youth Work Advisory Committee, appointed by me in January 2013, includes 
the key national youth organisations, that work directly with young people. The Committee, 
which also includes representatives of Government departments, the Education and Training 
Boards and other statutory agencies involved in youth matters, has an important advisory role 
to me on issues to do with how youth work practice and services can better meet the require-
ments of young people. 

My Department has regular engagement with members of the youth sector organisations 
in the development of policy initiatives that impact on young people.  At this time, members 
of youth sector organisations are contributing to the development of the Children and Young 
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Peoples’ Policy Framework, my Department’s new strategy for children and young people. 
They are also engaged with my Department in relation to the potential contribution of the youth 
sector to the measures to implement the Youth Guarantee. The National Youth Council of Ire-
land  has a lead role in carrying out the EU structured dialogue process with young people in 
Ireland and the youth sector are represented on the  National Steering Committee chaired by 
my Department.

It is planned that youth organisations will have a significant role in the new youth strategy 
which is being developed in my Department for completion in 2014. The next stage of the de-
velopment of the youth strategy will include a consultation process with youth organisations, 
other youth stakeholders and young people themselves. I, and officials of my Department have 
met, and continue to meet, regularly with many youth organisations and groups to see how we 
can work together to bring about the best possible outcomes for young people, having regard 
to resources available to us and to ensure that the programmes and services being provided are 
relevant and responsive to young people’s needs.

12/11/2013WRY03800International Agreements

12/11/2013WRY03900413. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a cost 
benefit analysis has been undertaken by her Department on the impact of Ireland signing the 
Antarctic treaty; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [48315/13]

12/11/2013WRY04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A cost benefit 
analysis on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic Treaty has not been undertaken by my 
Department. 

12/11/2013WRY04100Drug Treatment Programmes Availability

12/11/2013WRY04200414. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding il-
legal drug use by youth for each county; the programmes that are in place in each county to 
combat this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47928/13]

12/11/2013WRY04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Drug Preva-
lence Survey 2010/2011 reports on prevalence rates for illegal drugs in the general population, 
including young people aged 15-34.   Bulletin 2 of the survey, which is available on the National 
Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol website at www.nacda.ie, presents the prevalence 
rates in Ireland, by Regional Drugs Task Force area.     Local and Drugs Task Forces operate a 
range of education and prevention programmes locally which aim to promote healthier lifestyle 
choices among young people and other vulnerable groups at risk of problem drug use. 

Provision of youth-specific addiction services is primarily the responsibility of the HSE and 
accordingly I have  asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy regarding services avail-
able at county level.

12/11/2013WRY04400Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRY04500415. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47934/13]
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12/11/2013WRY04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRY04700Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRY04800416. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that some people are losing out on their medical cards because they are under the care 
of the Money Advice and Budgeting Service for assistance with mortgage arrears and appear 
to have false positive income bringing them over the limit of a medical card; and the action he 
will take regarding same.  [47995/13]

12/11/2013WRY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

12/11/2013WRY05000Constitutional Amendments

12/11/2013WRY05100417. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend Article 
40.3.3; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48245/13]

12/11/2013WRY05200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I do not intend to propose any amendments 
to Article 40.3.3 of the Constitution. 

12/11/201312/11/2013WRZ00150Health Insurance Cover

12/11/2013WRZ00200418. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if any assessment has ever 
been undertaken by his Department to assess the indirect cost to the Exchequer arising from 
some or all of the 240,000 persons who disposed of their private health insurance since 2008; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48290/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00300488. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the 
Health Service Executive has conducted an economic assessment on the additional cost to the 
public health system, or his Department’s budget, arising from the 240,000 persons who no 
longer have private health insurance; if he will provide an estimate of the cost of those who no 
longer have private health insurance and now rely solely on the public health system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48289/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 418 and 488 
together. 

Under the Health Act 1970, everyone who is ordinarily resident in Ireland qualifies for 
public hospital care. Notwithstanding this, 44.6% of the Irish population have private health 
insurance and many people opt to be treated privately. The Irish hospital system contains a mix 
of public and private hospitals, with public hospitals treating both public and private patients. 
On admittance to a public hospital, patients make a choice to be treated on a public or private 
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basis by their medical consultant. 

My Department has no plans to carry out an economic assessment into the financial impact 
of patients presenting in public hospitals who previously held private health insurance. It is 
not known how many persons who previously held private health insurance will subsequently 
present for medical treatment in a public hospital setting over a future period of time, nor is it 
possible to predict with any certainty how many people currently holding private health insur-
ance will instead choose to be treated as a public patient, as they are fully entitled to do. Given 
the above,  it is not possible to quantify the direct impact any reduction in numbers of persons 
holding private health insurance might have on the public hospital system. 

My Department will continue to oversee the maintenance of a competitive and sustainable 
private health insurance market, under the provisions of the Health Insurance Acts 1994 to 
2012, and to monitor developments on an ongoing basis, to ensure that the market is regulated 
appropriately in the transition to a market-based Universal Health Insurance system.

12/11/2013WRZ00450Mental Health Services Provision

12/11/2013WRZ00500419. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if children between the ages 
of ten and 17 years who have presented at accident and emergency for treatment arising from 
attempted self-harm, some on more than one occasion, have been further investigated with a 
view to determination of the underlying cause of their individual situations, the extent to which 
specific reasons have been identified as the most commonly occurring in such cases over the 
past four years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48292/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00600421. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his De-
partment continues to assess the causes of depression among young persons or teenagers, hav-
ing particular regard to the number of referrals for hospitalisation or care in such circumstances; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48306/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00700422. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the number of children between the ages of ten and 17, the majority of whom are girls, 
who have reported to emergency departments with suspected self-harm in the past number of 
years; the extent to which provision for early intervention in such circumstances by his Depart-
ment exists; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48307/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00800423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his 
Department has responsibility for issues where children are at risk arising from tendencies to 
self-harm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48308/13]

12/11/2013WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 419 and 421 to 423, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters these questions have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRZ00950Mental Health Services Provision

12/11/2013WRZ01000420. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if his Department is the 
appropriate body to address issues of self-harm in children or teenagers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48298/13]

12/11/2013WRZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
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policy on deliberate self-harm and suicide prevention is guided by our national strategy Reach 
Out.  Reach Out makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to 
community-based mental health services, effective response to deliberate self-harm, training, 
reducing stigma and promoting positive mental health, initiatives aimed at helping young men 
and research.  The HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention has primary responsibility for 
the implementation of Reach Out and the Department of Health oversees its implementation. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that dealing with the current high levels of suicide and 
deliberate self harm is a priority for this Government, and this is reflected in the significant in-
vestment in suicide prevention and mental health services generally in recent years.

Questions Nos. 421 to 423, inclusive, answered with Question No. 419.

12/11/2013WRZ01250Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRZ01300424. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive approval for funding under the fair deal nursing home 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47645/13]

12/11/2013WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRZ01450Home Help Service Provision

12/11/2013WRZ01500425. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their home help application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47724/13]

12/11/2013WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRZ01650Hospital Waiting Lists

12/11/2013WRZ01700426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on availability 
of a hospital bed in respect of a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47744/13]

12/11/2013WRZ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRZ01850Pharmacy Services

12/11/2013WRZ01900427. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
number of pharmacies dispensing methadone which have been inspected by the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Ireland in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and the number of those pharma-
cies inspected which had an incorrect register balance or no running balance.  [47750/13]

12/11/2013WRZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Misuse of 
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Drugs Regulations 1988 (S.I. No 328 of 1988) requires pharmacies to maintain a controlled 
drugs (CD) Register in respect of all drugs listed in Schedule 2, including methadone. All 
entries must be recorded in a chronological sequence and in a manner which shows a running 
balance.

Inspections are carried out by the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) under Section 67 
of the Pharmacy Act 2007 to review compliance with the Act, regulations made thereunder and 
medicines legislation. The sale and supply of all Schedule 2 controlled drugs and the manner 
in which the CD Register is maintained are checked as part of these inspections. The Regis-
ter is reviewed to see if running balances are properly maintained. The physical inventory of 
three controlled drug preparations is counted during each inspection.  The physical tally is then 
checked against the balance indicated in the CD Register to see if they match. The manner in 
which the findings are reported does not differentiate the record keeping requirements observed 
for methadone from other Schedule 2 controlled drugs. 

As part of the registration process for retail pharmacy businesses, pharmacy owners and Su-
perintendent Pharmacists are required to notify the PSI if the pharmacy concerned is engaged in 
the sale or supply of methadone. As at 7 November 2013 records indicate that 753 Pharmacies 
are engaged in the sale and supply of methadone. 

To date in 2013, the results of 364 pharmacy systems inspections were recorded in the PSI 
inspection database. These show that 37 pharmacies failed to record or properly record the run-
ning balance in respect of one or more Schedule 2 controlled drugs in the CD Register, and in 
104 cases the physical inventory did not agree with the balance specified in the Registers.

In 2012, 75 pharmacy systems inspections were carried out, of which 59 were recorded in 
the inspection database when it went live during the year. The results show that   4 pharmacies 
failed to record or properly record the running balance in respect of one or more Schedule 2 
controlled drugs in the CD Register, and in 8 cases the physical inventory did not agree with 
the balance specified in the Registers. The records of those pharmacies notified to the PSI as 
selling or supplying methadone for 2011 and 2012 are held in paper copy only and a review 
of all 1,600 paper files would be required to establish the number of pharmacies that supplied 
Methadone at that time. The data obtained during inspections in 2011 was not recorded on a 
computer database, and accordingly detailed information regarding regulatory compliance with 
the requirement to maintain the CD Register is not readily available for 2011. 

12/11/2013WRZ02050Hospital Waiting Lists

12/11/2013WRZ02100428. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite surgery for re-
moval of a cataract in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47768/13]

12/11/2013WRZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.
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12/11/2013WRZ02250Hospital Staff Issues

12/11/2013WRZ02300429. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the chief executive officers 
of individual hospitals or areas of the health service are responsible to Oireachtas committees 
for their performance regarding budgeting and so on.  [47784/13]

12/11/2013WRZ02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Interpretation of Standing Orders and terms 
of reference for Oireachtas Committees is not a matter for the Minister for Health.

12/11/2013WRZ02450Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRZ02500430. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if those who receive a UK 
pension but are living here are automatically entitled to a medical card.  [47788/13]

12/11/2013WRZ02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Regulation (EC) 883/04 and Implementing 
Regulation 987/09 provide for the coordination of social security systems, including healthcare, 
within the EU/EEA and Switzerland, with the aim of ensuring the free movement of persons. 
This objective of the Regulation is to ensure that persons exercising their right to move and to 
stay freely within the EU/EEA and Switzerland do not suffer disadvantage.

In Ireland, a Medical Card may be issued to EU\EEA citizens under EU Regulation 883/04 
if the person is in receipt of a qualifying payment from one, or more, of the Member States, 
provided they are not subject to Irish social insurance legislation.  It is the person with the 
qualifying payment who is assessed for a medical card.  Family members of persons with an 
entitlement under the EU Regulations may also be entitled to a medical card provided they (the 
family member(s)) are not subject to Irish social security legislation.

12/11/2013WRZ02650Health and Social Care Professionals Registration Fee

12/11/2013WRZ02700431. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the reason there is a 16 to 20 week 
delay in registration with CORU, the umbrella body for the statutory regulation of health and 
social care professionals; the steps he is taking to reduce this to a more practical period in view 
of the fact that graduates cannot get a job interview without being registered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [47808/13]

12/11/2013WRZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council and the 12 registration boards (known collectively as CORU) to be established under 
the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 are responsible for protecting the public by 
regulating health and social care professionals. 

The first registration board to be established, the Social Workers Registration Board, was 
appointed in August 2010, and the associated Social Workers Register opened for receipt and 
processing of applications for registration on 31st May, 2011.

Under the provisions of the 2005 Act, there is a two-year transitional period from the date 
on which the register of the members of that profession is established, during which existing 
practitioners may apply for registration. This transitional period closed on the 31 May 2013.
Thereafter, any social worker wishing to use the title is required to be registered. 

The registration process requires that graduates, new entrants to the profession in Ireland 
or those who have been practising abroad hold approved qualifications, complete their applica-
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tion form, provide their supporting documentation and demonstrate they are fit and proper to 
practise the profession.

The verification process is thorough so as to ensure that the necessary checks are carried 
out on each application, ultimately ensuring that the public can have confidence that the profes-
sional providing the service to them is properly qualified, competent and of good standing. It is, 
by necessity, a detailed engagement that includes Garda vetting, a process which can take up to 
12 weeks but is again considered necessary to satisfy the Registration Board that all applicants 
meet the criteria for registration.

It should be noted, that in the case of Social Worker registration, even though existing prac-
titioners had a two year period during which to register, May 2011 to May 2013,  the majority of 
Social Workers chose to register in late May 2013.  This, along with incomplete documentation 
provided by many applicants has meant that the average processing period is currently 16-20 
weeks.  

I am advised that any applicant who is concerned around employment opportunities should 
make contact with CORU directly. These applications are being prioritised.  

12/11/2013WRZ02850Hospital Waiting Lists

12/11/2013WRZ02900432. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange for an ur-
gent surgical procedure in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [47813/13]

12/11/2013WRZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/11/2013WRZ03050Nursing Home Services

12/11/2013WRZ03100433. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a residential 
placement in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13.  [47816/13]

12/11/2013WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRZ03250Hospice Services

12/11/2013WRZ03300434. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a spe-
cial hospice care unit for the population of south Kerry and preferably located in Killarney; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47854/13]
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12/11/2013WRZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRAA00150Medical Card Appeals

12/11/2013WRAA00200435. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [47863/13]

12/11/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRAA00350Mobility Allowance Review

12/11/2013WRAA00400436. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if the review of the mobility al-
lowance scheme and the motorised transport grant scheme has been completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47869/13]

12/11/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Conscious 
of the position of the Ombudsman that the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant 
schemes were  illegal in the context of the Equal Status Acts, both schemes were closed to new 
recipients on the 26th February earlier this year. Mobility Allowance payments continue to be 
made on a temporary basis by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to current recipients.  These 
will continue to be made for a further period pending the commencement of new statutory pro-
visions, in the interests of preventing hardship. The Motorised Transport Grant scheme remains 
closed.  

The Inter-Departmental group was asked to develop detailed proposals for the operation of 
a new scheme or schemes, including eligibility criteria and administrative arrangements, and 
to report back to Government. The Group has submitted initial proposals to the Minister for 
consideration.  

The Inter-Department group includes senior officials from the Departments of Taoiseach, 
Health, Social Protection, Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, Environment, Justice and 
Equality, Transport, the Office of the Attorney General and the National Disability Authority.  
The group has met on 8 occasions.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability and in particular 
the Government has a clear policy to support, subject to the resources available to it, the inde-
pendence of people with disabilities.  All of these matters will be taken into consideration when 
making a decision on future arrangements.

12/11/2013WRAA00550National Substance Misuse Strategy

12/11/2013WRAA00600437. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ac-
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tion plan submission following the report of the steering group on a national substance misuse 
strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47870/13]

12/11/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
recently approved an extensive package of measures to deal with alcohol misuse to be incor-
porated in a Public Health (Alcohol) Bill. These measures are based on the recommendations 
contained in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report 2012. The package of measures 
to be implemented will include provision for: minimum unit pricing for alcohol products; the 
regulation of advertising and marketing of alcohol; structural separation of alcohol from other 
products in mixed trading outlets; health labelling of alcohol products; and regulation of sports 
sponsorship.

Work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health legislation is 
continuing.

12/11/2013WRAA00750Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRAA00800438. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason a person’s mortgage 
is no longer used as an expense when assessing means for a medical card; if he will reconsider 
this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47872/13]

12/11/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Outgoings in re-
spect of mortgage costs against the principal family home are an allowable expense for a means 
tested medical card under the  Medical Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines.

The assessment allows the full weekly/monthly mortgage payment secured against the prin-
cipal family home and the following outgoings: mortgage protection premium; life assurance 
premium in relation to mortgage protection; fire and contents insurance premium.

Evidence of payment of all of the above outgoings must be provided by the applicant and 
documentary evidence from the mortgage provider as to the purpose of the mortgage may be 
requested from the applicant from time to time. If a mortgage is in respect of second house, 
holiday home abroad etc., then this will be allowed for assessment purposes, as set out above, 
but the value of the property or rental income will be assessed as income in accordance with 
the guidelines.

Medical card and GP visit card eligibility under the scheme for persons aged 70 or older 
is solely based on an assessment of gross income. If a person aged 70 or older is assessed in-
eligible under this scheme, he/she  may also have their eligibility assessed under the general 
scheme of net income assessment to include allowable outgoing expenses, such as mortgage 
costs. The qualifying income thresholds under this scheme are different to the over -70’s gross 
income limits.

12/11/2013WRAA00950National Strategy on Dementia Implementation

12/11/2013WRAA01000439. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop a national 
strategy for dementia following the tragic deaths of elderly residents; his views on whether this 
is an increasing problem for the primary care services with in excess of 40,000 people diag-
nosed to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47877/13]

12/11/2013WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The pro-
gramme for Government contains a commitment to develop a National Alzheimer’s and other 
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dementias strategy to increase awareness, ensure early diagnosis and intervention and ensure 
development of enhanced community based services.

A significant amount of preparatory work has already been completed.  A research review 
funded by the Atlantic Philanthropies, titled Creating Excellence in Dementia Care, A Research 
Review for Ireland’s National Dementia Strategy,   was published in January 2012. A public 
consultation process to inform the development of the Strategy was conducted in 2012 and a 
report of same published on the Department’s website in February 2013. 

A Working Group, representative of key stakeholders from the Department, the HSE, the 
medical profession and the community and voluntary sector has been established to assist in 
developing the Strategy and meetings of this Group are on-going. 

While the development of the Strategy will have to have due regard to the constraints im-
posed by the budgetary situation, it is intended that it will be a transformative Strategy. It will 
have a very practical focus, will be action oriented and will focus on what can be done to make 
a difference to the lives of people with dementia. The development of the Strategy is at an ad-
vanced stage and it is intended that it will be published in Q1 2014.

12/11/2013WRAA01150Medical Card Appeals

12/11/2013WRAA01200440. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [47900/13]

12/11/2013WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRAA01350Medical Card Appeals

12/11/2013WRAA01400441. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to put a mechanism in 
place whereby persons who are going through the medical card review-appeals process will 
not be pressurised by the Health Service Executive or debt collection agencies acting on their 
behalf for payment of outstanding hospital debt when there is still a possibility they may be 
awarded their medical card; in the event of cards being awarded to persons, if he will ensure 
that these debts are removed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47913/13]

12/11/2013WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Persons (and their 
dependants, if applicable), who are the subject of a medical card eligibility review assessment, 
regardless of the expiry date on the card, will continue to have their eligibility extended pending 
the outcome of the review assessment, provided they have returned the review form within the 
time specified, and are engaging with the HSE in enabling their review assessment to complete. 

The medical card/GP visit card holder does not need to take any action other than to genu-
inely co-operate with the review process and communicate with the HSE on an ongoing basis 
throughout the process. 
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Those who appeal a decision on their medical card/GP visit card eligibility retain their origi-
nal eligibility until an appeal decision is issued. 

Eligibility can be confirmed by any Doctor/Pharmacist/Public Hospital, or by the Medical 
Card holder on-line at www.medicalcard.ie or through the GP practice systems.

12/11/2013WRAA01550Medical Card Appeals

12/11/2013WRAA01600442. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress in respect of 
an appeal for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [47918/13]

12/11/2013WRAA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRAA01750Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRAA01800443. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the reason the couple 
allowance is not exactly double that of the single allowance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [47956/13]

12/11/2013WRAA01900498. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health the reason the eligibility criteria 
for a couple over 70 years for a medical card is no longer double that of the single applicant 
over 70 as was previous custom and practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48369/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 443 and 498 together.

The Government recognises that the living costs of an individual living alone are more than 
half the living costs of a couple living together and that expenditure does not necessarily dimin-
ish relative to the number of people in the household. This is recognised, inter alia, through 
the provision of the Living Alone Increase and differential income limits for medical cards for 
persons aged under 70 years between individuals and couples. 

In that context, the over-70s income limit for a single person has been reduced proportion-
ately less than the income limit for a couple. 

12/11/2013WRAA02050Symphysiotomy Report

12/11/2013WRAA02100444. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the progress made in relation to 
the establishment of a redress scheme for survivors of symphysiotomy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47966/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02200472. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will publish 
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the second part of the report by Professor Oonagh Walsh into symphysiotomy; when the Gov-
ernment’s recommendations will be published; when he intends to appoint a judge; the way he 
intends to progress this issue and bring justice to the sufferers of symphysiotomy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48189/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02300476. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health when he will appoint a 
judge in respect of women affected by symphysiotomy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48205/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02400486. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
in dealing with the persons who had symphysiotomy procedures in hospitals here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48273/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 444, 472, 
476 and 486 together.

I received the independent report by Professor Oonagh Walsh on Symphysiotomy in Ireland 
at the end of May 2013. I met the three support groups representing the women concerned in 
August 2013. At that meeting, I proposed to appoint a judge to meet with the women in order to 
facilitate decisions on how best to bring closure for the women concerned.

My officials are actively considering this issue and I intend bringing proposals to Govern-
ment in the coming weeks. I intend to publish the Walsh report when I have received Govern-
ment approval regarding how best to proceed in relation to this issue.    

My priority continues to be to ensure that the women who have had this procedure have 
their health needs comprehensively and professionally met. In this regard, the HSE provides a 
range of services to women who may be experiencing any adverse effects as a result of under-
going this procedure. These services include the provision of medical cards, the availability of 
independent clinical advice and the organisation of individual pathways of care and the arrange-
ment of appropriate follow-up.

12/11/2013WRAA02550Medical Card Applications

12/11/2013WRAA02600445. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite and award a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47976/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRAA02750Nursing Home Services

12/11/2013WRAA02800446. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the double 
bariatric bed, shower chair and zimmer frame are transferred to Portiuncula Nursing Home 
without further delay as a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath is waiting to be admit-
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ted to this nursing home as their fair deal and actual bed is now in doubt due to the long delays.  
[47981/13]

12/11/2013WRAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRAA02950Health Services Staff Remuneration

12/11/2013WRAA03000447. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois along with nine fellow employees who work for the Health Service Ex-
ecutive in Portlaoise Regional Hospital did not receive the acting up allowance from June 2007 
to August 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47985/13]

12/11/2013WRAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRAA03150Consultancy Contracts Issues

12/11/2013WRAA03200448. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the action he will take 
in cases where it appears that some hospital consultants are exceeding the allowed 20% to 30% 
private practice; the impact this has on public hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47993/13]

12/11/2013WRAA03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The effective management of the terms of 
Consultant Contract 2008 is a key element in ensuring that the resources of hospitals are de-
voted primarily to the care of public patients. 

Public hospitals are involved in a number of initiatives to improve access for patients and 
monitor waiting lists. A range of measures including the Common Waiting List, Special Deliv-
ery Unit and the Outpatient Services Performance Improvement Programme are on an ongoing 
basis working to manage and eliminate waiting lists and improve patient access.

Implementation of Consultant Contract 2008 is a matter for the HSE in the first instance. 
The Contract sets out clear rules on the permitted ratios of public-private practice and the mea-
sures to  ensure that these provisions are complied with. Depending on contract type, a con-
sultant may have no access to private practice (Type A contract holders), a cap of 20% private 
activity for newly appointed consultants (Type B)  or a cap of up to 30% in the case of certain 
existing consultants. Under the Public Service Agreement, following negotiations at the LRC 
in September 2012, health service employers and the consultant representative bodies agreed a 
range of measures  to support improved patient care, including a renewed commitment to con-
sultant compliance with the limits on private practice activity.

The HSE has confirmed that compliance with permitted private practice levels continues to 
be monitored at hospital level and that the relevant provisions of the contract may be applied  in 
cases where a consultant breaches the permitted ratio and does not take the necessary steps to 
bring his/her private practice back into line with the permitted level. 

12/11/2013WRAA03350Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRAA03400449. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will issue discretionary 
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medical cards to all children with long-term medical conditions such as cystic fibrosis, Down’s 
syndrome, cancer and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47997/13]

12/11/2013WRAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under Section 45 
of the Health Act 1970, as amended, persons who are unable, without due hardship, to arrange 
a general practitioner service for themselves or their family qualify for a medical card. There is 
no automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with a specific illness or disability.

Under this legislation, the determination of eligibility for a medical card is the responsibility 
of the Health Service Executive. Section 45 requires the HSE to have regard to a person’s, and 
their spouse or partner’s overall financial situation in view of their reasonable expenditure. The 
HSE gives effect to this legislation and Government policy through its Medical Card National 
Assessment Guidelines.

Where a person’s income is in excess of the income thresholds set out in the National As-
sessment Guidelines, the HSE uses its discretion to grant a medical card to a person who is 
unable, due to undue hardship, to arrange a GP service. In doing so, the HSE is obliged to have 
regard to the financial situation and expenditure of the individual and his or her dependents. 

The HSE has an effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for 
patients who are terminally ill in palliative care, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of 
medical care that they cannot afford. They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the 
required patient details and the letter of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medi-
cal consultant. With the exception of terminally ill patients in palliative care, the HSE issues all 
emergency cards on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means 
or undue hardship, and that the applicant will follow up with a full application within a number 
of weeks of receiving the emergency card. As a result, emergency medical cards are issued to a 
named individual, with a limited eligibility period of six months. 

For persons with a terminal illness in palliative care, no means test applies.  Once the ter-
minal illness is verified, patients are given an emergency medical card for six months. Given 
the nature and urgency of the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the 
person gets the card as quickly as possible. 

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Fu-
ture Health strategy framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence 
the roll-out of a universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to 
a GP service without fees. This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to 
GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million 
to meet the cost of this measure. 

The implementation of this measure will require primary legislation. The necessary ad-
ministrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014, when the specifics of the 
legislation are known.  

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to health care for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay. The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP services that is free 
at the point of use.
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12/11/2013WRAA03550Medical Card Applications

12/11/2013WRAA03600450. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite and award a 
medical card review in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [47998/13]

12/11/2013WRAA03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRAA03750Tobacco Control Measures

12/11/2013WRAA03800451. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that of-
ficials of his Department will meet and consult representatives of the Convenience Stores and 
Newsagents Association on the matter of the sale, distribution and control of tobacco products 
in the context of current and proposed public health policy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [48003/13]

12/11/2013WRAA03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy is aware, the Department of 
Health’s policy on smoking is to promote and subsequently move toward a tobacco free society. 
Ireland’s current policy document, Tobacco Free Ireland, which I launched on 3 October 2013, 
sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free, i.e. with a prevalence rate of less than 5%, by 2025.  
Tobacco Free Ireland addresses a range of tobacco control issues and initiatives and contains 
over 60 recommendations.  The two key themes underpinning the report are protecting children 
and the denormalisation of smoking. 

In order to implement the actions outlined in Tobacco Free Ireland, my Department will be 
developing an action plan. As part of this process, officials will be engaging with all appropriate 
stakeholders.

12/11/2013WRBB00150Medical Card Applications

12/11/2013WRBB00200452. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a full medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48004/13]

12/11/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRBB00350Medicinal Products Availability
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12/11/2013WRBB00400453. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if a sports supplement 
(details supplied) which is marketed to bodybuilders contains a chemical compound similar to 
the illegal drug methamphetamine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48012/13]

12/11/2013WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under European 
and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market the manufacturer has 
to seek an authorisation from the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) or in the case of certain me-
dicinal products, the European Medicines Agency (EMA). A determination on an application 
for authorisation of a medicine is based on a rigorous scientific assessment of the application 
against legal and regulatory requirements.

The IMB has not received any application to authorise CRAZE and therefore cannot state 
definitively what it contains. However, having reviewed the available literature, the IMB is of 
the view that the product CRAZE would be considered to be a medicinal product in Ireland 
requiring a marketing authorisation to be issued by the IMB or by the EMA. 

12/11/2013WRBB00550National Lottery Funding Applications

12/11/2013WRBB00600454. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding for a 
project (details supplied) in Dublin 10; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48031/13]

12/11/2013WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2013 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is 
one of a large number of applications currently being assessed. The Deputy will be informed of 
the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

12/11/2013WRBB00750Health Services Provision

12/11/2013WRBB00800455. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the national neonatal 
transport programme will be provided on a 24-7 basis; the reason this was not fully operational 
by September as set out in the 2013 service plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48036/13]

12/11/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRBB00950Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRBB01000456. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form, for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department for 
non-audit services to companies (details supplied); if he will provide in tabular form for each 
year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Health Service Executive for 
non-audit services to the companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48072/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Details of expenditure for services for the 
specified companies are as per the table.  These amounts were taken from the Department’s 
Financial Management System. From the brief description available on that system it would 
appear that  the amounts are primarily in relation to non-audit services.  However, a further 
detailed examination of each individual payment can be undertaken by my Department, to con-
firm, should the Deputy so request.
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Year Company Amount
2013 ERNST and YOUNG 15,842.40
2012 PricewaterhouseCoopers 18,019.50
2011 KPMG 4,235.00
2009 Grant Thornton 6,221.53
2009 KPMG 136,687.50
2008 Grant Thornton 26,976.95
2008 KPMG 17,285.03
2007 KPMG 22,748.00
2005 PricewaterhouseCoopers 62,133.50
2003 KPMG 106,480.00
2003 PricewaterhouseCoopers 285.00
2003 Deloitte 211,512.40
 

I have also requested the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

12/11/2013WRBB01150Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRBB01200457. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
lar form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department 
to companies (details supplied); if he will further provide, in tabular form for each year since 
2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Health Service Executive to these com-
panies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48082/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01300469. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to 
these companies (details supplied); if he will further provide in tabular form for each year since 
2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Health Service Executive to the compa-
nies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48163/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 457 and 469 
together.

The total amount paid to the specific companies requested by the Deputy from my Depart-
ment is listed in the table for each year since 2003. 

Year Company Amount
2013 Matheson 135,300.00
2013 William Fry Solicitors 6,969.25
2012 Matheson 6,150.00
2012 William Fry Solicitors 10,377.00
2011 William Fry Solicitors 8,643.31
2010 A & L Goodbody 3,975,806.20
2010 Arthur Cox 30,000.00
2010 William Fry Solicitors 14,646.71
2009 Mason Hayes & Curran 3,523.50
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Year Company Amount
2009 Matheson 18,954.00
2009 McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors 4,359.42
2009 William Fry Solicitors 22,315.39
2008 Mason Hayes & Curran 175,000.00
2008 William Fry Solicitors 38,708.45
2007 A & L Goodbody 14,778.88
2007 William Fry Solicitors 69,163.50
2006 William Fry Solicitors 177,815.11
2005 A & L Goodbody 1,466,645.50
2005 Arthur Cox 4,524,877.97
2004 William Fry Solicitors 14,694.78

I have also requested the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the information requested.

12/11/2013WRBB01450Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRBB01500458. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by the Department to 
senior counsel; if he will further provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the cumula-
tive amount in euro paid by the Health Service Executive to senior counsel; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [48085/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01600468. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by his Department to 
senior counsel; if he will further provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cu-
mulative amount in euro paid by the Health Service Executive to senior counsel; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48148/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 458 and 468 
together.

The information requested by the Deputy is not immediately available within my Depart-
ment.  The information is being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. I have also requested that the Health Service Executive respond directly to the Deputy in 
this matter.

12/11/2013WRBB01750Medicinal Products Availability

12/11/2013WRBB01800459. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if any protocols exist for the 
administration of the alcohol abuse control medication, Antabuse. in an outpatient setting in the 
Health Service Executive west region; if those protocols differ from protocols in other regions; 
the number of persons to which the HSE is administering Antabuse in its addiction clinics in 
the western region; the number of those persons the HSE has required or recommended take 
the medication; the number of those persons the HSE has required or recommended take the 
medication in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the medical-clinical competence of the person within HSE 
west assessing if a person will benefit from this treatment; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [48087/13]

12/11/2013WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the question raised by the Dep-
uty, as this is a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRBB01950Health Services Issues

12/11/2013WRBB02000460. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that in its policy document on alcohol dependency the Department of Social Protection 
has recommended that Disulfiram Antabuse may have potentially fatal side effects and should 
not be used in an outpatient setting; if the Health Service Executive is continuing through its 
outpatient and addiction clinics to continue to prescribe Antabuse; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48088/13]

12/11/2013WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the question raised by the Dep-
uty, as this is a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRBB02150Departmental Budgets

12/11/2013WRBB02200461. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his Department’s capital budget 
in 2013; the expenditure incurred to date in 2013; if he anticipates it being fully spent in 2013; 
the reason for the underspend to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48096/13]

12/11/2013WRBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department’s capital allocation is €16m.  
Expenditure to date amounts to €0.341m. 

Traditionally expenditure is drawn down in the last months of the year.  Depending on proj-
ect timings it is expected there may be savings.

12/11/2013WRBB02325Ambulance Service Response Times

12/11/2013WRBB02400462. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion 1049 of 5 November 2013, the reason a seriously ill infant had to wait for a private am-
bulance to arrive from Cork to get a transfer to the Bons Secours Hospital, Cork, from Kerry 
General Hospital on 17 September 2013 when there were public ambulances available; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48100/13]

12/11/2013WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply. 

12/11/2013WRBB02550Hospital Appointments Administration

12/11/2013WRBB02600463. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health when an alternative hospital ap-
pointment will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [48105/13]

12/11/2013WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, NCHDs under-
took one-day industrial action in pursuance of a maximum shift of 24 hours and full compli-
ance with the EWTD (48 hours per week) by the end of 2014 which resulted in a reduction in 
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planned patient attendances and the cancellation of numerous procedures. 

Patients deferred are being offered the earliest possible re-attendance/readmission dates and 
in relation to the particular case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the HSE to investigate and respond directly to her.

12/11/2013WRBB02750Health Services Staff Issues

12/11/2013WRBB02800464. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there is an 
excess of administrative staff within the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42495/13]

12/11/2013WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In September 2013 there were 15,486 man-
agement - administrative staff employed in the HSE and agencies funded by the HSE, which 
represents 15.4% of total staff; management/administrative staff numbers have reduced by 
2,935 since a peak in September 2007.  In the context of the employment control framework 
numbers employed in the health service must be further reduced.  While it is a matter for the 
HSE to determine the composition of its staffing complement, it is important not to underesti-
mate the significant role that management-administrative staff play in the direct support of front 
line services. 

Administrative staff ensure that the service runs as smoothly as possible, for example staff-
ing ED reception, organising OPD clinics, processing medical cards, collecting income due, 
managing the health service budget and paying its staff.  Managers are essential also in such a 
complex system and those earning over €100,000 have taken the biggest reductions in recent 
years, while shouldering substantial responsibility for the delivery of essential services and 
functions at national and regional level.  The HSE has operated a general moratorium on the 
filling of management-admin posts in recent years, so as to focus development funds as far as 
possible on the front-line.

I am satisfied that the tools are available to the HSE to ensure that the correct number and 
mix of staff is available in accordance with its business needs and government policy on public 
service numbers.  In this regard, 78 management-administrative staff have recently been ap-
proved for incentivised career breaks and it is anticipated that in 2014, the HSE will begin to 
offer voluntary redundancy on a targeted basis to staff identified as surplus to requirements. 

12/11/2013WRBB02950Health Services Issues

12/11/2013WRBB03000465. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Wex-
ford women’s shelter. [39767/13]

12/11/2013WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter I have requested 
the Health Service Executive to investigate and respond directly to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRBB03150Health Services Issues

12/11/2013WRBB03200466. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the ten 
most common surgical procedures undertaken in all Health Service Executive run hospitals 
since the establishment of the HSE; if he will provide in tabular form the total average waiting 
time for each of these procedures and the total number of these procedures every year since the 
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hospitals have been run by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48122/13]

12/11/2013WRBB03300467. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the ten 
most common surgical procedures undertaken in all voluntary run public hospitals since the 
establishment of the Health Service Executive; if he will further provide in tabular form the 
total average waiting time each year for each of these procedures and the total number of these 
procedures in all voluntary run public hospitals since the HSE was established; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48123/13]

12/11/2013WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 466 and 467 
together.

In relation to the detailed information sought by the Deputy, as these are service matters 
they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 468 answered with Question No. 458.

  Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 457.

12/11/2013WRCC00250Generic Drugs Substitution

12/11/2013WRCC00300470. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if his Department has published 
any drug revisions for the public and medical professionals to clear up the contention that ge-
neric drugs are harming patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48177/13]

12/11/2013WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, which came into operation on the 24th of June, 
introduces a system of generic substitution and reference pricing. Under the Act, the Irish Medi-
cines Board (IMB) is responsible for the assessment for interchangeability of medicines. The 
IMB will review an initial 20 active substances, which equates to approximately 1,500 individ-
ual medicines. They include statins, proton pump inhibitors, angiotensin-converting-enzyme 
(ACE) inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor blockers.

The first List of Interchangeable Medicines, containing groups of atorvastatin products, was 
published by the IMB on the 7th August. The second and third lists containing groups of esome-
prazole and rosuvastatin products were published on the 20th and 24th September, respectively. 
The fourth and fifth lists containing groups of omeprazole and pravastatin products have also 
been published (on the 11th and 22nd October, respectively). The IMB will publish subsequent 
lists for other groups of medicines on an ongoing basis.

Under the legislation, generic substitution is not permitted until the products have been as-
sessed for interchangeability in accordance with the criteria set out in the legislation and the 
IMB has decided to add the products to the List of Interchangeable Medicines. To further en-
hance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill allows a prescriber 
to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal product should, for clini-
cal reasons, not be substituted. Further information on the process for determining interchange-
ability is available on the IMB’s website at www.imb.ie/EN/Human-Medicines/Generic-and-
Interchangeable-Medicines.aspx.

It is important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards of 
quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic medi-
cines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of the 
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Irish Medicines Board.

Further information on the safety of generic medicines is available from the IMB website at 
www.imb.ie/images/uploaded/documents/GenericMedicines.pdf 

An information and education campaign, aimed at both health professionals and the public, 
is continuing. Patient information leaflets are being delivered to all community pharmacies and 
GP surgeries and further information is available at the following link: www.hse.ie/generics.

12/11/2013WRCC00450Hospital Staff Issues

12/11/2013WRCC00500471. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to representations 
made to his Department by a former patient of the hospital in Tallaght.  [48182/13]

12/11/2013WRCC00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The representations referred to by the Deputy 
have been responded to by my Department. The representations referred to the conduct of the 
Medical Council in dealing with a particular individual’s complaint. Under the Medical Practi-
tioners Act, 2007, the Medical Council is the statutory body charged with the regulation of the 
medical profession in this State. I, as Minister for Health, have no role in relation to such mat-
ters and I am specifically precluded under the Act from giving policy direction to the Medical 
Council in relation to the performance of its functions in this area.

With regard to specific complaints in relation to experiences of individuals in our hospitals, 
there is a formal complaints policy, entitled “Your Service Your Say”, details of which are on 
the HSE  website, at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/yourhealthservice/feedback/complaints/. 
In accordance with this procedure, a complaint must be made in the first instance  to the hospi-
tal in which the incident causing the complaint occurred. If an individual is not satisfied with 
the response from the hospital, a review can be sought from the HSE Director of Advocacy at 
Oak House, Millennium Park, Naas, Co Kildare, tel 1890 424 555, or from the Office of the 
Ombudsman, 18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2, tel 1890 223 030, email ombudsman@om-
budsman.gov.ie

I have asked the HSE to examine the specific queries raised in relation to Tallaght Hospital 
and to reply to you directly.

Question No. 472 answered with Question No. 444.

12/11/2013WRCC00750Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRCC00800473. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the current policy for the 
issuing of medical cards to children with Down’s syndrome; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48195/13]

12/11/2013WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under Section 45 
of the Health Act 1970, as amended, persons who are unable, without due hardship, to arrange 
a general practitioner service for themselves or their family qualify for a medical card. There 
is no automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with a specific illness or disability.  
Under this legislation, the determination of eligibility for a medical card is the responsibility 
of the Health Service Executive. Section 45 requires the HSE to have regard to a person’s, and 
their spouse or partner’s overall financial situation in view of their reasonable expenditure. The 
HSE gives effect to this legislation and Government policy through its Medical Card National 
Assessment Guidelines.  Where a person’s income is in excess of the income thresholds set out 
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in the National Assessment Guidelines, the HSE uses its discretion to grant a medical card to 
a person who is unable, due to undue hardship, to arrange a GP service. In doing so, the HSE 
is obliged to have regard to the financial situation and expenditure of the individual and his or 
her dependents.

The HSE has an effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for 
patients who are terminally ill in palliative care, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of 
medical care that they cannot afford. They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the 
required patient details and the letter of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medi-
cal consultant. With the exception of terminally ill patients in palliative care, the HSE issues 
all emergency cards on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of 
means or undue hardship, and that the applicant will follow up with a full application within 
a number of weeks of receiving the emergency card. As a result, emergency medical cards are 
issued to a named individual, with a limited eligibility period of six months.  For persons with 
a terminal illness in palliative care, no means test applies.  Once the terminal illness is verified, 
patients are given an emergency medical card for six months. Given the nature and urgency of 
the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the person gets the card as 
quickly as possible.

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Fu-
ture Health strategy framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence 
the roll-out of a universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to 
a GP service without fees. This will mean that almost half of the population will have access 
to GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 mil-
lion to meet the cost of this measure.  The implementation of this measure will require primary 
legislation. The necessary administrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014, 
when the specifics of the legislation are known.

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to healthcare for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay. The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP services that is free 
at the point of use.

12/11/2013WRCC00950Hospital Waiting Lists

12/11/2013WRCC01000474. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [48197/13]

12/11/2013WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
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directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/11/2013WRCC01150Cross-Border Health Initiatives

12/11/2013WRCC01200475. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if Directive No. 2011/24/EU 
came into force on 25 October having been adopted in March 2011; if it has been signed into 
law; if he will confirm whether doctors who treat polio patients will now be able to explore 
medical treatment for polio survivors in the other 27 EU member states with the Irish health 
budget absorbing the cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48200/13]

12/11/2013WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The EU Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross 
Border Healthcare provides rules for the reimbursement to patients’, including polio survivors, 
of the cost of receiving treatment abroad, where the patient would be entitled to such treatment 
in their home Member State (Member State of Affiliation) and supplements the rights that 
patients already have at EU level through the legislation on the coordination of social security 
schemes (regulation 883/04).

The Directive seeks to ensure a clear and transparent framework for the provision of cross-
border healthcare within the EU, for those occasions where the care patients seek is provided 
in another Member State rather than in their home country.  However, it should be emphasised 
that the vast majority of EU patients receive healthcare in their own country and prefer to do so.

The Department of Health is continuing to work on the necessary statutory arrangements to 
fully implement the Directive and draft legal provisions to put in place the statutory provisions 
for these arrangements are being prepared and will be implemented as soon as possible.  Nev-
ertheless, there are administrative arrangements in place in respect of the key provision of the 
Directive in relation to a national contact point (NCP), which has been set up within the HSE.  
The principle function of the NCP is to facilitate exchange of information for patients concern-
ing their rights and entitlements relating to receiving healthcare in another Member State, in 
particular the terms and conditions for reimbursement of cost, the procedures for accessing and 
determining those entitlements.  The NCP also has a responsibility to ensure that all enquirers 
are informed of the rights, if any, that they may have through the legislation on the coordina-
tion of social security schemes (regulation 883/04) and which may be more beneficial to them. 
Patients’ requiring information on Ireland’s implementation of the Directive may access NCP 
information on the Cross Border Directive (CBD) through the HSE’s main website.

Question No. 476 answered with Question No. 444.

12/11/2013WRCC01450Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

12/11/2013WRCC01500477. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will include medicines 
for the treatment of asthma under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [48212/13]

12/11/2013WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health 
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Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of general practice consultation.

12/11/2013WRCC01650Health Services Reports

12/11/2013WRCC01700478. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health to provide information 
on the investigations into the care provided for a person (details supplied) in County Roscom-
mon which are in train and scheduled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48220/13]

12/11/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRCC01850Respite Care Services

12/11/2013WRCC01900479. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the number of respite beds 
available in Cork city in 2013; the number available for dementia sufferers in 2013; the number 
of applications made for respite and a breakdown of the number of applications made in respect 
of dementia sufferers in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48231/13]

12/11/2013WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRCC02050Health Services Issues

12/11/2013WRCC02100480. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a reply will issue 
to an interim letter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48232/13]

12/11/2013WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My colleague 
Minister Reilly has asked the Health Service Executive to set up a meeting with the Deputy and 
the local group.  In this regard the Executive will be in touch with the Deputy shortly.

12/11/2013WRCC02250Dental Services Provision

12/11/2013WRCC02300481. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive an orthodontic appointment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [48233/13]

12/11/2013WRCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

12/11/2013WRCC02450Home Care Packages

12/11/2013WRCC02500482. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a suitable home care pack-
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age will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [48236/13]

12/11/2013WRCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRCC02650Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2013WRCC02700483. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason the expenses of 
those aged 70 years and over are not taken into account when assessing for a medical card; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [48243/13]

12/11/2013WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical Card and 
GP Visit Card eligibility under the scheme for persons aged 70 or older is solely based on an 
assessment of gross income.

For persons aged 70 or older who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income limits 
that apply,  they may also have their eligibility assessed under the standard means tested medi-
cal card scheme. This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses.   
The qualifying income thresholds  under this scheme are lower than over -70s gross income 
thresholds.  If a person is means assessed ineligible for a medical card under the general scheme 
and that person has other social, medical or financial circumstances relevant to an assessment 
of their ability to provide for their medical needs or the medical needs of any dependants they 
may have, these factors will be considered to decide if a medical card or GP visit card should 
be approved on discretionary grounds under the ‘undue hardship’ or ‘undue burden’ provision 
of the medical card scheme.

12/11/2013WRCC02850Speech and Language Therapy

12/11/2013WRCC02900484. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if much-needed speech 
therapy will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48257/13]

12/11/2013WRCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRCC03050Sexually Transmitted Infections

12/11/2013WRCC03100485. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health when the national sexual health 
strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48270/13]

12/11/2013WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The development of a National Sexual Health 
Strategy is nearing completion. I intend to submit the Strategy to Government for approval as 
soon as possible.

Question No. 486 answered with Question No. 444.
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12/11/2013WRDD00250Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

12/11/2013WRDD00300487. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) 
in County Longford was forced to pay for equipment associated with their care.  [48288/13]

12/11/2013WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 488 answered with Question No. 418.

12/11/2013WRDD00550Health Services Staff Issues

12/11/2013WRDD00600489. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if further consideration has been 
given to extending the remit of registered nurse prescribers, RNPs, employed in acute or spe-
cialist hospitals, mental health services, private hospitals, private nursing homes and general 
practice to issue prescriptions in view of the efficiencies that would accrue from such a measure 
by freeing up other medical staff and in reflecting the situation in private nursing home facili-
ties, in which RNPs are permitted to prescribe for private residents but not for General Medical 
Services, GMS, residents.  [48309/13]

12/11/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy

12/11/2013WRDD00750International Agreements

12/11/2013WRDD00800490. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a cost-benefit analysis has 
been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic treaty; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48322/13]

12/11/2013WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The question of Ireland’s ratification of the 
Antarctic Treaty and related agreements comprising the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) has 
been examined in some detail by the Government Departments and Offices Concerned.  As 
Minister for Health, neither I, nor my Department have any function in this area.

12/11/2013WRDD00950Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

12/11/2013WRDD01000491. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will have their application approved under the fair deal scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [48329/13]

12/11/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRDD01150Medical Card Applications

12/11/2013WRDD01200492. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48330/13]
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12/11/2013WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRDD01350Proposed Legislation

12/11/2013WRDD01400493. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
promised health identifiers Bill; the estimated savings to his estimate by the full implementation 
of this legislation; the reason PPS numbers cannot be used in the interim; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [48331/13]

12/11/2013WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government recently approved the draft-
ing of a Health Identifiers Bill 2013 and it is expected to be published before the end of this 
year. The implementation of a health identifier will greatly add to patient safety and administra-
tive efficiency. It is also a crucial building block for Money Follows The Patient and Universal 
Heath Insurance, both cornerstones of the Government Reform Agenda. 

The implementation of a sectoral health identifier, separate from the PPS number, was rec-
ommended in the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) report “Recommendations 
for a Unique Heath Identifier for Ireland” (2009) and is in line with recommendations made by 
the  Commission on Patient Safety in their 2008 report  “Building a Culture of Patient Safety”.  
A sectoral identifier for health will provide the best assurance to the public of the confidentiality 
of their medial records.

Implementation of a patient identifier is recognised as being an essential infrastructural ini-
tiative which will facilitate many significant improvements to the health system in areas such as 
reduced adverse events and improved data access and quality. It will provide many revenue and 
cost recovery/avoidance opportunities and it is also a fundamental requirement for deploying 
e-Health solutions.  It is not practicable at this point to quantify in monetary terms the savings 
arising from implementing a system of individual health identifiers because the savings will 
accrue from the subsequent developments and opportunities made possible by the systems of 
unique identification rather than the system of unique identification itself.

It is intended that the health identifier will leverage the existing identity management in-
frastructure administered by the Minister for Social Protection, including the Public Services 
Card, which is currently being deployed.  

My Department is engaging with all relevant stakeholders including the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, the Data Protection Commissioner and  HIQA in relation to 
this matter.

12/11/2013WRDD01550Ambulance Service Provision

12/11/2013WRDD01600494. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his timetable for the opening 
of the three ambulance stations in Mulranny, County Mayo, Tuam, County Galway, and Lough-
glynn, County Roscommon on a 24/7 basis; the total capital spend on each project; if he will 



12 November 2013

629

ensure that 30 whole-time equivalent posts are provided for in the 2014 service plan to deliver 
on this objective; the current ambulance activity at each location and from where the resource 
is allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48334/13]

12/11/2013WRDD01700495. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance-AP 
shifts that have been dropped at each ambulance base in counties Roscommon, Galway and 
Mayo in each of the past three months; the implications of these dropped shifts on response 
times and patient outcomes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48335/13]

12/11/2013WRDD01800496. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
and rapid response vehicles, respectively. which are not used on a daily basis for front line 
services in each of the nine ambulance regions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[48336/13]

12/11/2013WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 494 to 496, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2013WRDD01950General Practitioner Services

12/11/2013WRDD02000497. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the introduc-
tion of free general practitioner care for children aged five years and under; the estimated cost 
of the measure in 2014; the estimated full year cost; the timeline for the introduction of free 
GP care to the population as a whole; the estimated annual full year cost of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48362/13]

12/11/2013WRDD02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its term 
of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy frame-
work.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence the roll-out of a universal 
GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to a GP service without fees.  
This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to GP services without fees.  
The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million to meet the full year cost 
of this measure.  The estimated cost is based on an estimation of additional capitation costs, 
practice support costs, and other claims costs under the current GMS GP reimbursement ar-
rangements. 

The implementation of this measure will require primary legislation.  The necessary ad-
ministrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014 when the specifics of the 
legislation are known.  

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to health care for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay. The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP services that is free 
at the point of use. 

The Cabinet Committee on Health and Children has discussed the issues relating to the roll-
out of the universal GP service and has agreed that a number of alternative options should be set 
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out with regard to the phased implementation of a universal GP service without fees.  As part of 
this work, consideration is being given to the approaches, timing and financial implications of 
the phased implementation of this universal primary care health service as a first step towards 
the introduction of Universal Health Insurance.  A range of options are under consideration with 
a view to bringing developed proposals to Government shortly. The additional cost of providing 
access to GP services without fees for the entire population, i.e. those not currently covered by 
the GMS scheme, based on current rates of payments to GPs, is estimated to be between €330 
million and €365 million. 

Question No. 498 answered with Question No. 443.

12/11/2013WRDD02250Primary Care Services Provision

12/11/2013WRDD02300499. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Limerick will be provided with a specialised hospital bed and mattress for 
care at home  [48370/13]

12/11/2013WRDD02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2013WRDD02450Medical Card Appeals

12/11/2013WRDD02500500. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48372/13]

12/11/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

12/11/2013WRDD02650General Medical Services Scheme

12/11/2013WRDD02700501. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding assis-
tance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [48373/13]

12/11/2013WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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12/11/2013WRDD02850Hospital Waiting Lists

12/11/2013WRDD02900502. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [48375/13]

12/11/2013WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/11/2013WREE00150Health Services Staff Issues

12/11/2013WREE00200503. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the replacement of a dietician at a diabetic clinic.  [48376/13]

12/11/2013WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific queries raised by the 
Deputy, as these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  How-
ever, the Deputy may be interested to note that a National Integrated Care Diabetes Programme 
has been developed and is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will improve 
patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, resulting 
in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of resources.

On the broader issue, the Deputy will be aware that the Government decided that public 
service numbers must be reduced to assist in meeting budgetary targets.  The health sector is 
making its contribution to that reduction; nonetheless, the HSE can appoint staff once it remains 
within its overall employment ceiling and has the resources to do so.  The Croke Park Agree-
ment and the Haddington Road Agreement have enabled services to be sustained despite a 
reduction in staffing of over 11,000 or 10% wholetime equivalents since the end of 2007.  

I should also draw attention to the fact that public hospitals are being reorganised into more 
accountable hospital groups.  I am confident that the group structure will allow for more effi-
cient deployment of human resources, facilitating effective and flexible use of staff, thus allow-
ing a better response to service needs, including for diabetes. 

12/11/2013WREE00350Neuro-Rehabilitation Policy

12/11/2013WREE00400504. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the develop-
ment of the promised implementation plan in relation to the national policy and strategy for the 
provision of neuro-rehabilitation services in Ireland 2011 to 2015; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48383/13]

12/11/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive is developing an implementation plan for the National Policy and Strategy 
for Neuro Rehabilitation Services in Ireland.  The HSE has informed the Department that work 
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is underway to produce an implementation plan.

12/11/2013WREE00550Vaccination Programme

12/11/2013WREE00600505. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if the national immunisation advi-
sory committee is examining the meningococcal group B meningitis B vaccine.  [48384/13]

12/11/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are currently no plans to introduce 
Meningococcal group B (Meningitis B) vaccine in Ireland, however should the National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee advice recommend its inclusion into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive National Immunisation Office, will examine the issue.

12/11/2013WREE00725Driving Test Regulations

12/11/2013WREE00800506. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will consider providing an exemption for persons who held a provisional licence prior to 
November 1989 when it comes to the issue of special licences for persons towing trailers; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [47935/13]

12/11/2013WREE00900534. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he outline 
the type of theory test and driving test that will be required for persons without the EB category 
of licence who held a car licence previously permitting the theory of trailers prior to the legisla-
tive change. [48381/13]

12/11/2013WREE01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 506 and 534 together. 

Prior to 1989 there was a single licence category covering cars and the drawing of trailers 
with cars.  In that year, a change in Regulations was made, so that the drawing of a trailer with a 
car became a separate category.  People who previously held the single category had the option, 
when renewing their licences, of applying for both of the new categories.  

It appears that, in some cases, people did not tick the appropriate box and therefore lost their 
trailer entitlement.  I agreed, as a once-off measure, that the Road Safety Authority should ac-
commodate people who could prove that they held a full licence before 1989 in reclaiming the 
trailer entitlement.

The once-off concession applied only to those who held full driving licences in 1989.  Those 
who qualified for a full licence after 1989 were required to take a separate test in order to 
qualify for a trailer licence.

The RSA advertised the procedure for applying to reclaim the trailer entitlement, and the 
closure date was 8 November 2013.  

There were no tests involved - the point of the exercise was to allow those who had previ-
ously held a trailer entitlement to reclaim it.   

12/11/2013WREE01050Driving Licence Issues

12/11/2013WREE01100507. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
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views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the issuing of a driving licence in respect 
of a person (details supplied). [47936/13]

12/11/2013WREE01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The operation of 
the National Driver Licensing Service is a matter for the Road Safety Authority, and I have for-
warded this query to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office 
if a response has not been received within ten days.

12/11/2013WREE01250Cycling Facilities Provision

12/11/2013WREE01300508. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
feasibility study has been done on the potential walking and cycle routes along the Royal Canal 
and Grand Canal; and if he will examine the economic benefit to the local communities along 
these routes. [47717/13]

12/11/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I am fully supportive of the development of walking and cycling routes along the Ca-
nals.

Certainly, recognition of the potential for stimulating local economies has led to growing 
support for this type of development with investment generating new business, particularly in 
the services sector and other complimentary services such as bike hire.  

Parts of the Royal Canal route are already under construction as part of the proposed Dublin 
to Galway Greenway.  Planning for this cycle route is being carried out by the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) and National Transport Authority (NTA).  The Royal Canal is the intended 
route for the section between Dublin City Centre and Mullingar.  The NTA is proceeding with 
the planning of the Dublin to Maynooth section and a section of the route from Ashtown to Cas-
tleknock is being constructed in 2013 with funding from the NTA and my Department through 
the National Cycle Network (NCN) Programme.  The NRA is currently undertaking detailed 
route alignment and design work for the Maynooth-Galway section of the route and the section 
from the Meath/Westmeath county boundary to Mullingar is also under construction with fund-
ing under the NCN Programme.  

My Department recently announced the provision of €6.5 million under a second round of 
NCN Programme funding for 2014 to 2016.  This funding will be allocated to local authorities 
through a competitive process.  From the perspective of funding projects along both Canals, 
it would be a matter for the relevant local authorities, in conjunction with key stakeholders, to 
progress and submit any proposals to this Department by the associated deadline, which is 15 
November 2013.  

Given the NTA’s responsibility for the provision of cycle and walking paths in the Greater 
Dublin Area, which includes long stretches of the both Canals, I have forwarded your Question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  If you do not receive a response within ten working days, please 
notify my private Office.      

12/11/2013WREE01450Road Safety

12/11/2013WREE01500509. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will publish the recently concluded speed limit survey, which was conducted in or around the 
past 12 months and which is now at his disposal. [47734/13]
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12/11/2013WREE01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
established a Stakeholder Group to progress a review of speed limits nationally which com-
prises the Automobile Association, An Garda Síochána, the Road Safety Authority, the National 
Roads Authority, representatives of local authorities and the National Transport Authority.

The Group is putting the final touches to its report and I expect to launch it before the end 
of this month.

12/11/2013WREE01650Road Projects

12/11/2013WREE01700510. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
sanction funding to Fingal County Council to enable it to complete the new link road near 
Moylaragh in Balbriggan which is ready to go to tender and urgently needed for road safety in 
the area. [47803/13]

12/11/2013WREE01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.    

In July last year local authorities were invited to submit applications for consideration for 
funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.  Fingal County Council ap-
plied for funding for five projects under this grant category but the link road referred to by the 
Deputy was not among the Council’s applications.

The Specific Improvement Grants Scheme is being discontinued from 2014 onward in order 
to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work.  The small amount of 
funding available for major schemes will focus on projects already under construction or that 
the Department is already committed to.  

The 2013 regional and local road grants have been fully allocated to local authorities and 
there are no funds at the disposal of my Department from which further grants could become 
available at this time.

It is also important to reiterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils like Fingal County Council in their own resources spending in this 
area.  It is open to the Council to fund this project from its own resources.

12/11/2013WREE01850Road Projects

12/11/2013WREE01900511. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of the fact he has responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads 
programme and that he does not expect any major new projects to commence construction in 
the next few years, if he will axe the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Framework 2012-
2016 scheme or seek to have a statutory blight introduced (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [47880/13]

12/11/2013WREE02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 
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2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, therefore, 
the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter for the NRA.  However, it is 
important to stress that the NRA is not responsible for planning restrictions along proposed new 
routes for roads, rather any such restrictions are a matter for the relevant local authority in their 
capacity as the relevant planning authority.    

It is the case, in the context of the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Framework 2012-
2016, that there will be limited scope to progress new road development projects in the short 
to medium term and that there are  projects which have reached route corridor selection phase 
but which will not progress to construction for some time.  As I have indicated previously I am 
reluctant to cancel such projects given that they are designed for their long term benefit to the 
State although I am conscious of the potential implications for development in the area.

Just because it is unlikely that a transport infrastructure project will be progressed in the 
short to medium term does not mean that project should be cancelled, and protections for the 
route be removed by the relevant planning authorities.  For example, in the case of the Harcourt 
Luas Line and the M50, there were significant passages of time between initial reservations 
being made and construction commencing on those projects. Therefore, I think it best that the 
decision on such matters is made by the relevant local authorities in their capacity as planning 
authorities.  They are in the best position to assess how best to balance development needs in 
the area with protecting route corridors for future road or other transport upgrades. 

12/11/2013WREE02050Road Projects Status

12/11/2013WREE02100512. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
N40 Bandon Road and Sarsfield Road flyovers project will be completed; if this project was 
carried out on time and within budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47953/13]

12/11/2013WREE02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The planning, de-
sign and implementation of individual national road projects is a matter for the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.      

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/11/2013WREE02250Road Projects

12/11/2013WREE02300513. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the transport 
projects that have applied for EU funding under the TEN-T 2014-2020 programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [47965/13]

12/11/2013WREE02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The first calls for 
proposals for transport projects under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 2014-2020 are 
expected to be issued in 2014.  The CEF is the financial mechanism for the funding of projects 
under the TENs-T regulations.    

Consideration is being given by the State Bodies under the aegis of the Department and 
other bodies to suitable projects that can be put forward in response to the calls under CEF when 
issued.
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12/11/2013WREE02450Road Safety

12/11/2013WREE02500514. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will confirm the maximum legal height of lorries here prior to 1 November 2013; if he will 
confirm the maximum allowable height for lorries crossing the Border with the North; the 
maximum length of lorry to be permitted on Irish roads from 1 November; if the new rules in-
troduced on 1 November will be in compliance with the proposed revision of Directive 96/53/
EC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47970/13]

12/11/2013WREE02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 
2008, which set the maximum height limit of vehicles in Ireland, came into force on the 1st No-
vember 2008.  Those Regulations granted a five-year derogation to certain classes of vehicles 
registered, licensed or in use prior to 1st November 2008 in order to allow a reasonable period 
within which vehicles operating at heights in excess of this limit could be withdrawn from use.  
That derogation expired on 31st October 2013.  From 1st November 2013, a maximum height 
of 4.65 metres applies to all vehicles operating on the roads in this jurisdiction.    

The maximum permissible length of vehicles on Irish roads is set out in Statutory Instru-
ment 5 of 2003 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 2003, (as amend-
ed), which provide that (a) a mechanically propelled vehicle other than a bus shall not exceed 
12 metres; (b) a trailer shall not exceed 12 metres; (c) an articulated vehicle shall not exceed 
16.50 metres; (d) an articulated bus shall not exceed 18.75 metres; (e) a bus having two axles 
shall not exceed 13.50 metres; and (f) a bus having more than two axles shall not exceed 15.00 
metres.  

While the Commission’s proposals to further amend Council Directive 96/53/EC of 25 July 
1996 have been examined by the European Parliament, they have yet to be discussed by the 
European Council.  It would, therefore, be premature to speculate on the final shape of those 
proposals, or their likely impact on Ireland.

12/11/2013WREE02650Roadworthiness Testing

12/11/2013WREE02700515. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider linking the declaration of non-use of a commercial vehicle by extending the pe-
riod of the DOE certificate while the vehicle is off the road; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48017/13]

12/11/2013WREE02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is a legal obliga-
tion throughout the EU for commercial vehicle owners to have their vehicles tested annually. 
This interval is not determined by the time the vehicle is or has been in use or by mileage. The 
testing regime is aimed at detecting any wear and tear, deterioration or alterations that could af-
fect the roadworthiness or safety of a vehicle.  Vehicles which are off the road can degrade and 
deteriorate so it is just as important that they are tested and it is an offence to use a commercial 
vehicle (including a trailer) in a public place without a current Certificate of Roadworthiness 
(CRW) .     

The period of validity of a CRW is calculated by reference to the last test due date.  A delay 
in completing the test has the effect of reducing the validity period of the CRW.  In cases where 
a vehicle is overdue its test by more than one year and is presented for testing, the regulations 
provide that the period of validity for the CRW shall be either 6 months falling after the testing 
date or a validity period determined by reference to the date of the anniversary of the test due 
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date whichever is earlier.  This provision was introduced in order that an operator who did not 
test a vehicle by the due date did not gain any economic advantage over an operator who tested 
their vehicle in accordance with the legal requirements.     

While the Road Safety Authority is currently reviewing the arrangements applying to ve-
hicles which have been off the road for more than a year, it is nevertheless important to retain 
the fundamental basic premise of having a commercial vehicle tested annually so that our roads 
are safer for everyone.  However, I will ask that the Deputy’s suggestion is considered as part 
of the RSA’s review.   

12/11/2013WREE02850Sports Capital Programme Application Numbers

12/11/2013WREE02900516. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
total number of unsuccessful applicants for sports grants for the past three years for clubs or 
premises that were located in Dublin 2, 4, 6, 6W or 8; if he will list the sports or names of clubs 
involved in these cases; if he will further provide the most common reasons they were unsuc-
cessful in obtaining sports grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48026/13]

12/11/2013WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I presume the Deputy is referring to the Sports Capital Programme.  The 2012 round of 
the Sports Capital Programme was the only round of the Programme during the period referred 
to by the Deputy.      

The table below shows all the applications received from clubs/organisations who listed 
their address as Dublin 2, 4, 6 (no applicants used the postcode 6W) and 8 with details of any 
grants awarded.  All valid applications in Dublin were funded.  

Postal Applicant Name Grant
Dublin 2 Atlantis Swimming Club €2,882
Dublin 2 DCC - Markievicz Leisure Centre €0
Dublin 2 DCC - Pearse Area Recreation Centre €0
Dublin 2 Dublin South East Community training Centre €0
Dublin 2 Dublin University Football Club €0
Dublin 2 Whitefriar Aikido Club  €9,782
Dublin 4 Bective Lawn Tennis Club €51,614
Dublin 4 Bective Rangers Football Club €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Clanna Gael €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Herbert Park €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Herbert Park (dressing rooms) €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Irishtown Stadium - Lockers €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Irishtown Stadium - Resurfacing of athletics track €125,000
Dublin 4 DCC - Mountjoy Square Park €0
Dublin 4 DCC - Sandymount Promenade/Ringsend Park €0
Dublin 4 Donnybrook Lawn Tennis Club €150,000
Dublin 4 Lansdowne Lawn Tennis Club €0
Dublin 4 Leinster Rugby €0
Dublin 4 Marian College €0
Dublin 4 Merrion Cricket Club €230,000
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Postal Applicant Name Grant
Dublin 4 Old Wesley RFC €0
Dublin 4 Pembroke Cricket Club €0
Dublin 4 Pembroke Wanderers Hockey Club €0
Dublin 4 Railway Union Sports Club €0
Dublin 4 University College Dublin €0
Dublin 4 University College Dublin & the Irish Hockey Association €0
Dublin 6 Ashbrook Tennis Club €0
Dublin 6 DCC - Dartry and Orwell Parks €0
Dublin 6 Faughs GAA Club €41,000
Dublin 6 Mount Pleasant LTC €0
Dublin 6 Rathgar Tennis & Bowling Club €0
Dublin 6 St Judes GAA Club €85,109
Dublin 6 St Louis High School €0
Dublin 6 Terenure College Rugby Football Club €0
Dublin 6 Terenure Sports Club €39,950
Dublin 6 United Churches Football League/Larkview Boys Football 

Club
€0

Dublin 8 Civil Service Cricket Club €0
Dublin 8 Commercial Rowing Club €28,405
Dublin 8 DCC - Bushy Park €0
Dublin 8 DCC - Kevin’s Hurling & Camogie Club ( JOINT A

PPLICATION )
€0

Dublin 8 Fatima Groups United - Gymtastics Project €6,900
Dublin 8 Kevins Hurling & Camogie Club €0
Dublin 8 Neptune Rowing Club €24,923
Dublin 8 Phoenix Cricket Club €29,146
Dublin 8 St Audoens National School and Afterschool Club €0
 

The 4 main reasons why applications, from all areas, were deemed invalid were:

- No evidence of title / letter from landlord

- No evidence of planning application

- Insufficient own funding

- No evidence of required amount of own funding

These 4 reasons accounted for 75% of invalid applications.  All unsuccessful applicants re-
ceived letters setting out the reasons why their application was deemed invalid.  If a particular 
applicant requires any more information or clarification they should contact the Sports Capital 
Programmes Unit of my Department in Killarney.  

12/11/2013WREE03050Sports Funding

12/11/2013WREE03100517. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide the total number of unsuccessful applicants for the past three years for persons, 
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clubs or premises to the Irish Sports Council that were located in Dublin 2, 4, 6, 6W or 8; if he 
will list the sports or names of clubs involved in these cases; if he will further provide the most 
common reasons they were unsuccessful in obtaining sports grants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [48027/13]

12/11/2013WREE03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this question is 
a matter for the Irish Sports Council (ISC), I have referred it to the ISC for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.   

12/11/2013WREE03250Road Projects Status

12/11/2013WREE03300518. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding a project (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [48035/13]

12/11/2013WREE03400527. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the Tuam to Gort motorway; the reason for the delay in commencing this project; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48190/13]

12/11/2013WREE03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 518 and 527 together.   

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/11/2013WREE03550Road Safety

12/11/2013WREE03600519. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
amend the new transport rules which restrict the maximum height of loaded trailers to 4.65 
metres as it will result in significant added transportation costs in its current form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [48041/13]

12/11/2013WREE03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 
2008 sets the maximum height limit of vehicles in this country at 4.65 metres.     

Following public consultation undertaken prior to the completion of the Regulations, the 
intention to introduce a 4.65m limit was announced in January 2007.  Following representations 
from the industry, it was agreed that a five year derogation from that limit would apply to ve-
hicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1st November 2008.  The derogation was introduced 
to allow a five-year period within which vehicles operating at heights in excess of the new lim-
its could be withdrawn from use in Ireland or to allow for the necessary height reductions by 
operators. This derogation expired on 31st October 2013 and I have no proposals to amend it.   

Given the lead-in time that this height limit has had, any amendment to current vehicle 
height regulations would have the effect of penalising those operators who have adjusted their 
fleet to ensure compliance with this well flagged law, while rewarding those that did not. 
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12/11/2013WRFF00150Equality Issues

12/11/2013WRFF00200520. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on whether a recent Twitter statement was in keeping with the International Olympic 
Charter; if national governing bodies of sport will adopt equality and discrimination clauses in 
their constitutions in line with the EC White Paper on Sport; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [48042/13]

12/11/2013WRFF00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am aware that the 
athlete in question has unreservedly withdrawn his comments and publicly apologised. I do not 
condone racist language whatever the context.     

In relation to the constitutions of the National Governing Bodies of Sport, the Irish Sports 
Council is the statutory body with responsibility for the promotion, development and co-ordi-
nation of sport. Therefore, I have referred that aspect of the Deputy’s question to the Council 
for further information . I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received 
within 10 days.

12/11/2013WRFF00350Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRFF00400521. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid 
by his Department for non-audit services to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [48117/13]

12/11/2013WRFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is contained in the table. My Department’s financial database sys-
tem does not break down between audit and non audit financial services so the figures supplied 
are for total amounts paid to these companies.     

The figures prior to March 2011 do not include tourism and sport as these were functions 
of a different Department up to that point. Local roads only became a function of the Depart-
ment of Transport in 2008 and hence figures for this area prior to 2008 are not included. Simi-
larly, maritime transport only became a function of the Department of Transport in 2006, hence 
figures prior to 2006 do not include the maritime area.

 Year Deloitte and 
Touche

Ernst and 
Young

KPMG PriceWater-
housecoopers

Grant Thornton

2003 €3,837 €7,260 Nil €1,201,240 Nil
2004 €32,248 €21,605 €161,293 €2,170,345 Nil
2005 Nil €9,999 €25,045 €989,785 Nil
2006 €100,829 Nil Nil €929,860 Nil
2007 €208,917 €13,000 Nil Nil Nil
2008 €644,373 Nil Nil €100,875 Nil
2009 €90,502 Nil Nil €186,978 Nil
2010 Nil Nil Nil €110,958 Nil
2011 €24,576 Nil Nil €21,752 Nil
2012 €67,650 Nil €152,305 Nil Nil
2013 €30,750 Nil Nil Nil Nil
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12/11/2013WRFF00550Departmental Expenditure

12/11/2013WRFF00600522. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will detail in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid by 
his Department to companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48138/13]

12/11/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is contained in the table. The figures prior to March 2011 do not in-
clude tourism and sport as these were functions of a different Department up to that point. Local 
roads only became a function of the Department of Transport in 2008 and hence figures for this 
area prior to 2008 are not included. Similarly, maritime transport only became a function of the 
Department of Transport in 2006, hence figures prior to 2006 do not include the maritime area.  

 Year Arthur Cox Matheson A&L 
Goodbody

William 
Fry

Mason 
Hayes 
Curran

McCann 
Fitzgerald

2003 Nil Nil Nil €60,334 Nil Nil
2004 €51,485 €19,054 €7,417 €6,357 Nil Nil
2005 €154,307 Nil Nil €38,430 Nil Nil
2006 €9,075 €12,348 Nil €525,936 Nil Nil
2007 Nil €36,612 Nil €52,004 Nil Nil
2008 Nil Nil Nil Nil €9,654 Nil
2009 Nil Nil €2,919 Nil Nil Nil
2010 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2011 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2012 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
2013 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
 

12/11/2013WRFF00750Departmental Legal Costs

12/11/2013WRFF00800523. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form for each year since 2003, the total cumulative amount in euro paid 
by his Department to senior counsel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48160/13]

12/11/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Details of all ex-
ternal consultancies, including legal consultancies, engaged by my Department are available 
on my Department’s website: http://www.dttas.ie/corporate/publications/english/expenditure-
external-services. and are regularly updated.     

The figures prior to March 2011 do not include tourism and sport as these were functions 
of a different Department up to that point. Local roads only became a function of the Depart-
ment of Transport in 2008 and hence figures for this area prior to 2008 are not included. Simi-
larly, maritime transport only became a function of the Department of Transport in 2006, hence 
figures prior to 2006 do not include the maritime area. 

12/11/2013WRFF00950Road Projects Status
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12/11/2013WRFF01000524. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
has been a cost benefit study analysis carried out on completing the M4 route through the mid-
lands particularly from Mullingar to Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[48167/13]

12/11/2013WRFF01100525. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the costs 
associated with completing the M4 route bottleneck through Longford-Westmeath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [48168/13]

12/11/2013WRFF01200526. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
works will commence on the next stage of the M4 route through Longford-Westmeath as this 
would help bridge the east-west divide; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48170/13]

12/11/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 524 to 526, inclusive, together.

The planning, design and implementation of individual national road projects is a matter for 
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of 
individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 
of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working 
days.

  Question No. 527 answered with Question No. 518.

12/11/2013WRFF01450Taxi Regulation Review Report Implementation

12/11/2013WRFF01500528. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the deliberations of the subcommittee of the Taxi Advisory Committee on providing 
exemptions to the six monthly renewal, assessment and licensing of vintage vehicles operating 
as SPSVs aged 30 years and over; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48237/13]

12/11/2013WRFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the 
taxi industry, including vehicle standards, under the provisions of the Public Transport Regula-
tion Act, 2009. The NTA is also the lead agency with responsibility for implementation of the 
recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011, including the new regulatory re-
quirement for 6-monthly renewal and assessment of older vehicles.   I have referred your ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply. If you do not receive a response within ten working days please 
notify my private office.

12/11/2013WRFF01650Taxi Regulation Review Report Implementation

12/11/2013WRFF01700529. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
exact progress of the local hackney scheme for rural areas; the way in which and when he envis-
ages rolling the scheme out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48251/13]

12/11/2013WRFF01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Action 46 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report, published by the Government in Janu-
ary of last year, recommended the introduction of a “Local Area Hackney Licence”, to address 
transport deficits in certain rural areas.
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The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the regulation of the small public 
service vehicle industry.  They have consulted with, and obtained the advice of, the Advisory 
Committee on Small Public Service Vehicles in relation to this proposal.  The NTA are currently 
preparing revised regulations to introduce this Local Area Hackney Licence and I am advised 
that the adoption of these revised regulations will be considered and determined by the Board 
of the NTA shortly.  If adopted, these regulations would come into force prior to year end.

12/11/2013WRFF01850Cycling Facilities Provision

12/11/2013WRFF01900530. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the position regarding the provision of a cycle path from Sandycove to Sutton, Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48259/13]

12/11/2013WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the provision of public and 
sustainable transport infrastructure, including cycle paths, in the Greater Dublin Area.      

The NTA provides funding to local authorities for a range of schemes to benefit cyclists, 
including the provision of infrastructure, under the Sustainable Transport Management Grants 
Programme.  Accordingly, I have forwarded your Question to the NTA for direct reply.  If you 
do not receive a response within ten working days, please notify my private Office.

12/11/2013WRFF02050International Agreements

12/11/2013WRFF02100531. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
cost benefit analysis has been undertaken by his Department on the impact of Ireland signing 
the Antarctic treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [48328/13]

12/11/2013WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has not conducted a cost benefit analysis on the impact of Ireland signing the Antarctic Treaty. 
As the Deputy will be aware, principal responsibility for international treaties and agreement 
lies with my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade. In that regard, 
I would draw the Deputy’s attention to his answer to Parliamentary Question 65 of the 17th of 
October.

12/11/2013WRFF02250Air Services Provision

12/11/2013WRFF02300532. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he shares 
the concerns caused by Aer Lingus’s decision to close the cabin crew base at Shannon Airport, 
a decision which will have serious negative impacts on sustainable regional development, par-
ticularly in terms of employment and the diminution of transport connectivity. [48379/13]

12/11/2013WRFF02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government 
is committed to the new independent Shannon Airport company being a success and sustaining 
employment opportunities in the mid-west region and in that context I would, of course, prefer 
that, if possible,  the base at Shannon remain open.

I welcome the current talks taking place at the Labour Relations Commission on the matter, 
and hope that it will be possible for the parties to reach an agreement. It is my preference that 
the base would remain open and that the staff should be normal Aer Lingus employees and that 
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the additional jobs would go to normal Aer Lingus employees. The only way to achieve that, 
however, is for Impact and Aer Lingus to come to an agreement at the LRC and I hope they will 
be able to do that.

The State’s 25% shareholding in Aer Lingus does not allow it to interfere in the day-to-day 
commercial operations of the company. Aer Lingus is a publicly quoted company and deci-
sions regarding the company’s employees based at Shannon are a commercial matter for the 
company.  As Minister I have no role in such decisions. However,  I have communicated my 
preference to the Government-appointed members of the Aer Lingus board.

12/11/2013WRFF02450Tourism Project Funding

12/11/2013WRFF02500533. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the immense boost to outdoor adventure sports for which our country, 
particularly regions such as Connemara, is ideally suited, the installation of a zip wire similar to 
that recently installed in Wales would have and if a feasibility study can be carried out on foot 
of information provided to Fáilte Ireland in 2011 on the topic.  [48380/13]

12/11/2013WRFF02600536. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his invest-
ment plans to build on the success of the outdoor adventure tourism sector which is being led 
by indigenous Irish companies which provide crucial employment opportunities to rural areas; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [48388/13]

12/11/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 533 and 536 together.

The matters raised by the Deputy are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred 
the Deputy’s questions to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a 
response is not received within ten working days.

Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 506.

12/11/2013WRFF02850Cycling Facilities Provision

12/11/2013WRFF02900535. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the N59 greenway project to run along the Galway-Clifden railway. [48387/13]

12/11/2013WRFF03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): As I understand, Galway County Council are currently involved in the planning and 
preparation of the Galway to Clifden greenway with the ultimate aim of extending this route 
from Clifden to Leenane and eventually linking up with the cycle network as it extends from 
South Mayo.  In 2013, my Department allocated €25,000 to the Council under an National 
Cycle Network (NCN) seed finance scheme to complete the detailed design of a cycleway from 
Clifden to Oughterard, which runs along the old western rail line from Clifden to Galway.

 More generally, in the context of greenway development, my Department recently an-
nounced the provision of €6.5 million under a second round of funding associated with the 
multi-annual NCN Programme for the years 2014 to 2016.  The funding will be allocated to 
local authorities through a competitive process.  The deadline for receipt of applications is this 
Friday, 15 November.  It is hoped that, over this period, 2 to 3 projects or phases of projects 
can be funded from the allocation.  However, it is a matter for the relevant local authority to 
progress and, if funding is required, submit proposals to this Department.
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I look forward to receiving exciting greenway proposals from all local authorities, including 
Galway County Council, by the end of this week and it is hoped that to announce successful 
projects by end 2013/early 2014.

Question No. 536 answered with Question No. 533. 


