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      Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 7 to 60, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 61 to 66, inclusive, answered orally.

05/11/2013WRA00550Crime Prevention

05/11/2013WRA0060067. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing Operation Fiacla; his future plans for tackling rural crime; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46543/13]

05/11/2013WRA00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am, of course, aware of con-
cerns in rural communities about the incidence of crime, and of burglary in particular.  These 
crimes cause deep distress to householders and have a broader impact in terms of fear of crime 
in the community.

It was in the light of these concerns that the Garda Commissioner established Operation 
Fiacla last year to coordinate a sustained national drive against those involved in this type of 
criminality.  Operation Fiacla is an intelligence driven national operation and specific burglary 
initiatives have been implemented in each Garda Region to target suspected offenders.  As of 
30 September, 6,678 persons have been arrested and 3,770 persons have been charged with 
burglary offences under Operation Fiacla.  

I am glad to say that Operation Fiacla has proved to be a robust and effective response to 
those who seek to prey on law abiding householders and this is borne out by the latest Crime 
Statistics published by the Central Statistics Office covering the 12 month period up to the sec-
ond quarter of 2013.  These show a welcome reduction of 8.9% in burglary and related offences 
over the previous 12 months, and continue a trend which has been evident since the introduc-
tion of Operation Fiacla. 

More generally, in relation to policing in rural areas and tackling rural crime, the Garda Na-
tional Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the House last December, sets out the policing 
priorities and objectives for the current year.  The Plan is designed to meet the policing needs 
of all communities and includes objectives of particular relevance for rural areas, including ac-
tive community engagement in the development of policing strategies and concerted efforts to 
support and protect vulnerable sections of the community. 

This is illustrated in a range of community based initiatives which are supported by Gardaí 
throughout the country.  For example, the ongoing work of more than 1300 Community Alert 
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groups which are active in rural communities was underlined by the publication earlier this 
year of new Garda Community Crime Prevention Guidelines.  More recently the Commissioner 
has published guidelines for the operation of text alert systems which can provide a further 
mechanism by which An Garda Síochána can distribute crime prevention information to local 
communities. 

I am currently in discussions with the Garda Commissioner concerning the Garda National 
Policing Plan for 2014, which will be presented to the House in due course, and I can assure the 
Deputy that it will be focused on the policing needs of all of our communities.  It is the Govern-
ment’s intention to ensure that frontline services are maintained at the highest level possible 
through the most efficient use of resources.  The Commissioner continues to enjoy my full sup-
port and that of the Government in confronting crime in all its forms.  I have every confidence 
that he and everyone in An Garda Síochána will continue to deliver an effective police service 
in rural as in all other areas.

05/11/2013WRA00750Legal Services Regulation

05/11/2013WRA0080068. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the research he 
has gathered in relation to multi-disciplinary practices as he proposes with the Legal Services 
Regulation Bill 2011. [45971/13]

05/11/2013WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
numerous jurisdictions have introduced new and more customer-focussed legal business mod-
els.  These “alternative business structures” (ABS) can involve the traditional legal services 
provided by barristers and/or solicitors or combine them, in what  are known as “multi-disci-
plinary practices”, with those of accountants, insurance brokers, conveyancers or other profes-
sionals to provide seamless solutions for clients on a more cost-effective basis.  The globalisa-
tion of legal and other services, along with the ongoing and exponential advances being made 
in business technologies and outsourcing, are challenging the traditional ways in which legal 
professionals conduct their business.  To ignore these changes would leave legal practitioners in 
this jurisdiction at a growing competitive disadvantage.  Consequently, in looking to the future, 
the Legal Services Regulation Bill, in Part 7, provides for the introduction of legal partnerships 
and of multi-disciplinary practices.

Regrettably, the legal profession have been reluctant movers as far as ABS are concerned.  
As far back as 1994, the same year in which multi-disciplinary practices were permitted in New 
South Wales Australia, the Solicitors (Amendment) Act was enacted in our jurisdiction.  Taking 
account of the Fair Trade Commission’s 1990 Report of Study into Restrictive Practices in the 
Legal Profession  the Act, alas unsuccessfully, provided for incorporated practices and the shar-
ing of fees arising from a partnership or an agency arrangement by solicitors with non-lawyers.  

Now, almost twenty years later, ABS and multi-disciplinary practices have been, or con-
tinue to be, rolled out in England and Wales, Scotland, Australia, Germany, Netherlands and 
parts of Canada, including British Columbia, Quebec and Ontario and there is a wealth of in-
formation and analysis now available on them.  The Legal Services Act 2007 provided for the 
introduction of ABS, including multi-disciplinary practices, in England and Wales - over 200 
licences for ABS have been issued to date.  The Legal Services (Scotland) Act 2010 also al-
lows for ABS that include multi-disciplinary practices. In Canada, the legislation relates more 
narrowly to multi-disciplinary practices.  Along with officials of my Department, I have been 
actively reviewing and considering in detail how the introduction of ABS is taking place in all 
of these jurisdictions along with the relevant literature and those submissions received.  I am 
also considering the various issues of probity and governance that would relate to such new 
legal business models.   
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I was previously briefed on the roll-out of ABS by Mr. Steve Mark, the then Legal Services 
Commissioner for New South Wales, while on official business in Australia in March of 2012. 
Both he and Mr Chris Kenny, Chief Executive of the Legal Services Board for England & 
Wales, addressed a conference on the modernisation of legal services hosted by my Department 
in July 2012.  Last Friday, I met, along with officials of my Department, representatives of the 
UK Legal Services Board and of the Solicitors Regulation Authority in London, where we were 
updated on the latest developments in relation to multi-disciplinary practises.  I also visited 
one of the new legal business models up and running in the city.  The Deputy can, therefore, be 
assured of the ongoing and substantial consideration I am giving, along with Department of-
ficials, to the introduction and proper regulation of multi-disciplinary legal practices.  In light 
of this consideration, I will be bringing forward appropriate amendments to Part 7 of the Legal 
Services Regulation Bill for its forthcoming resumption of Committee Stage.

05/11/2013WRA00950Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

05/11/2013WRA0100069. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has 
taken to address concerns expressed by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission regard-
ing relations with An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46534/13]

05/11/2013WRA0110082. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
organised for the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission to have direct access to the PULSE 
system without the need of a member of An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45980/13]

05/11/2013WRA0120088. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he intends to 
take to improve the operation of GSOC as it requested.  [45974/13]

05/11/2013WRA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 69, 82 and 88 together.

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission was established under the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 to provide independent oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda 
Síochána.  The Garda Ombudsman Commission has a hugely important role in ensuring that 
public confidence in the Garda Síochána is safeguarded, and has extensive powers under the 
2005 Act to enable it to carry out its responsibilities.  

Section 108 of the Garda Siochana Act 2005 provides that the Ombudsman Commission 
and the Garda Commissioner shall, by written protocols, make arrangements concerning mat-
ters including the sharing of information between both organisations.  These protocols set down 
issues such as time limits for the provision of information by the Garda Síochána to the Garda 
Ombudsman Commission, and it is clearly important that any such agreed protocols should be 
respected by both parties, and that any difficulties in this regard should be addressed.  I have no 
function in the making of such arrangements or in determining the protocols surrounding those 
arrangements.

In response to concerns raised by the Ombudsman Commission concerning cooperation 
issues with the Garda Siochana I convened a meeting  with the Garda Commissioner and the 
Chairperson of the Ombudsman Commission on 23 July last.  The aim of the meeting was to ex-
plore how best to ensure the highest level of practical co-operation between the Garda Síochána 
and the Ombudsman Commission in what can be complex and difficult investigations into 
alleged Garda misconduct.  I am very pleased that the Garda Commissioner and the Chairper-
son of the Ombudsman Commission have since signed new protocols providing for enhanced 
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cooperation between the two organisations.  The protocols are available on the website of the 
Ombudsman Commission. 

These new protocols will support the Ombudsman Commission in carrying out investiga-
tions in the most effective and timely manner possible, to the benefit of both complainants and 
members of the Garda Síochána alike.  They also reflect the commitment of the Garda Com-
missioner to the full co-operation of the Garda Síochána in these investigations.  The revised 
protocols also provide that the Ombudsman Commission has access to PULSE through the two 
Garda Superintendents working on secondment with the Ombudsman Commission.

I also informed the House in my earlier replies that I have established a committee chaired 
by a senior official of my Department, with senior representatives from the Ombudsman Com-
mission and the Garda Síochána, to act as a forum where any future emerging issues concerning 
the protocols can be identified and appropriately addressed.

05/11/2013WRA01350Garda Stations Closures

05/11/2013WRA0140070. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
reopen a Garda Station (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46376/13]

05/11/2013WRA0150084. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
a Garda station (details supplied) in County Donegal is closed despite the fact that the station 
has not been listed for closure; when the station will reopen; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46375/13]

05/11/2013WRA01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 70 and 84 together.

Ramelton Garda station has not been identified for closure and currently there are no pro-
posals being prepared to close Ramelton Garda station.  I have however been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that circumstances of a temporary nature have necessitated augmenting 
the policing service provided to Ramelton with personnel from nearby stations.  Arrangements 
have been made to have the station opened to the public periodically and the opening hours are 
posted at the station for the information of the public.

I have been further informed by the Garda Commissioner that the public in Ramelton are 
advised via signs at the station to contact Milford in the event that a Garda Service is required, 
and phone callers to the station are automatically diverted to Milford Garda Station. 

A comprehensive policing service for Ramelton is provided from the nearby District Head-
quarters in Milford on a 24 hour basis.  This service is supplemented by staff from the nearby 
sub-station in Rathmullen in addition to the resources available from the Divisional Traffic & 
Detective Units.   

The Deputy should also be aware that while the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have 
not yet been prepared, I understand, from discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the 
current consolidation process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems 
unlikely at this point in time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015. 

05/11/2013WRA01650Garda Investigations

05/11/2013WRA0170071. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
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mentary Question No. 8 of 20 June 2012, the position regarding the Garda review of the murder 
of Fr. Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly, in July 1985; if he will accede to the request by the 
family for an independent inquiry into the priest’s violent death; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46430/13]

05/11/2013WRA0180085. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in 
view of the fact that the Director of Public Prosecution has advised that there will be no further 
prosecutions in relation to the death of Fr. Niall Molloy the further steps he will take; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45678/13]

05/11/2013WRA01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 71 and 85 together.

The Deputy will be aware that this case was examined by the Garda Síochána Serious Crime 
Review team, and that a report  was forwarded to the Director of Public Prosecutions.  The DPP 
subsequently advised that, on the basis of the papers provided, there be no further prosecution 
in this matter. 

I have recently received a detailed report from the Garda Commissioner on the outcome of 
the review by the Serious Crime Review Team and have studied it carefully.

I welcome the fact that this case has been reviewed extensively by the Garda Serious Crime 
Review Team.  Under our system of law it is a matter for the criminal justice system to inves-
tigate crimes and for the Director of Public Prosecutions to decide whether persons should be 
charged.  The Director, of course, has to assess evidence; not rumour, speculation and innuendo.  
It is no part of our system to establish special inquiries to investigate such killings and it would 
be clearly invidious if this mechanism were available to some families, but not to others.  Nor 
is it the function of inquiries to satisfy public curiosity about particular cases; instead they are 
meant to address issues of genuine public interest and concern. 

Wider concerns have, of course, been expressed about the case including claims that it has 
been subject to some sort of cover up by the State.  Against that background, I am anxious to put 
as much information into the public domain about this matter as is possible and appropriate so 
as to address these claims.  However, it is not open to me to publish the report of the Garda Se-
rious Crime Review Team.  First, it is, quite properly, not the practice to publish Garda reports 
of criminal investigations and, second, the report contains unsubstantiated allegations against 
named persons.

I am conscious that to leave the matter at that would allow baseless assertions to be made 
that I, or my colleagues in Government, have some interest in suppressing information about 
this case when, in fact, what is at issue is having due regard to the rule of law and protecting 
the rights of all.

In the circumstances, I am consulting with the Attorney General with a view to the appoint-
ment of a Senior Counsel to conduct an independent examination of the Report of the Serious 
Crime Review Team into this case.  In the light of this examination the Senior Counsel will be 
asked to do two things.  First, he or she will prepare a report which can be put into the public 
domain on any issues of public interest which may arise from the report, having regard to the 
rights of all those involved.  Second, he or she is being asked to identify whether there are mat-
ters of significant public concern arising from this examination and, if so, whether any form 
of further inquiry, aside from the criminal investigation, would have a reasonable prospect of 
establishing the truth of such matters and would be warranted in the public interest, taking into 
account the fact that it is the function of the criminal justice system to investigate criminal acts.  
An Garda Síochána will, of course, cooperate fully with this examination.
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I am taking this step solely in the interests of transparency and of bringing the advice of an 
independent person into consideration of this matter.  I should emphasise that it does not imply 
in any way that I am dissatisfied with the work undertaken by the Garda Serious Crime Review 
Team.

05/11/2013WRA01950Cross-Border Co-operation

05/11/2013WRA0200072. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update on his engagements with Minister for Justice in Northern Ireland, David Ford MLA, in 
respect of security in Border areas; if he will refer specifically to security concerns in rural areas 
here that are close to Derry City; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45978/13]

05/11/2013WRA02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I maintain very regular contact 
with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford, to address matters of shared interest 
and to enhance co-operation on all policing and criminal justice matters on this island.  The 
Deputy will understand that national security is not a devolved matter in Northern Ireland and, 
in this regard, I also meet regularly with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Theresa 
Villiers, to address a range of matters of mutual concern, relating particularly to the security 
situation.

I have taken a strong interest in cross-border co-operation in policing and criminal justice 
on this island since taking office as Minister.  This co-operation is multifaceted, including fre-
quent ministerial contacts and day-to-day operational interaction between the police services 
and other relevant agencies, all aimed at improving community safety for all communities on 
this island including, in particular, those close to the border.

Combating the paramilitary threat is an absolute priority in both jurisdictions.  The Garda 
Síochána work seamlessly with their Northern Ireland counterparts to tackle these criminal ter-
rorists and the organised crime gangs to which they are inextricably linked.  The Garda Com-
missioner and the PSNI Chief Constable repeatedly emphasise that the close and high quality 
co-operation between the two police services is central to combating these shared threats.

Under the Intergovernmental Agreement on Co-operation on Criminal Justice Matters Min-
ister Ford and I operate a structured framework for co-operation involving the range of criminal 
justice agencies on this island.  The personnel from those agencies work together in bringing 
forward an annual work programme of co-operation and our respective officials also meet regu-
larly to assess and report to us on developments.

There is, of course, close and ongoing co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the 
PSNI on all aspects of policing.  The two police services operate a joint Cross Border Policing 
Strategy which has as its aims to improve public safety throughout Ireland, to disrupt criminal 
activity and to enhance the policing capability of both police services on the island.  The two 
police services are jointly engaged in implementing a number of initiatives in all areas of polic-
ing in all these areas with, understandably, a focus on areas close to the border, including those 
in the Deputy’s constituency.

05/11/2013WRA02150Court of Appeal Establishment

05/11/2013WRA0220073. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the court of ap-
peal will be up and running; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46525/13]
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05/11/2013WRA02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following the successful out-
come of the referendum on the proposed Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court 
of Appeal) Bill I will shortly bring forward an “Implementation Bill” that will deal with many 
practical issues in regard to the new Court of Appeal, such as the formal establishment and 
membership of the Court of Appeal, the appointment of judges, the organisation of the Court, 
and provision for the office of Registrar of the Court, among other issues.  It is planned that the 
Bill will be enacted during the first half of 2014 and that the new Court of Appeal would be up 
and running in the new law term next Autumn.

My Department will be working closely with the Courts Service during this process and I 
can advise that an Implementation Committee has been established by the Courts Service which 
includes representation from my Department.  The Committee, which has held its first meeting, 
will examine and make recommendations in relation to all aspects of administrative support 
for the new Court, such as organisational structure, staffing, accommodation, ICT systems and 
facilities, and rules of court to regulate court procedures.  The aim is to ensure that the required 
accommodation, structures and systems are in place in time for the establishment of the new 
Court of Appeal.

The current level of delay in the Supreme Court of four and a half years is unsustainable for 
individuals and businesses seeking to pursue important appeals.  The establishment of a Court 
of Appeal provides a long-needed reform of our courts system.  It will have significant benefit 
for individual citizens, but will also maintain the internationally recognised standing of Ireland 
as a competitive and efficient economy in which to do business.

05/11/2013WRA02350Public Sector Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRA0240074. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
reductions there will be following the recent budget announcements across the justice sector. 
[45965/13]

05/11/2013WRA02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Budget 2014 poses no specific 
job reductions on the Justice Sector.  Indeed, The Deputy will be aware from the allocations 
made on Budget Day that the gross budget for the Justice Sector in 2014 will be close to €2.16 
billion.  I am glad to say that  funding for current expenditure of just under €2.1 billion is €137m 
more than the previous government had allocated under their National Recovery Plan 2011-
2014 and brings to more than €400m the additional funding I have secured over and above the 
amounts allocated by the previous Government.

Despite this increase in funding, the Justice sector is not immune from the overarching need 
to remedy the damage done to our public finances by the mismanagement of the previous ad-
ministration.  The sector must, of course, help reduce public expenditure and correct our public 
finances by operating within the Employment Control Frameworks which apply across the civil 
and public service.  For the end of 2014 the ceiling has been set at 21,890 for the Sector, while 
the current level of staffing in the Sector is approximately 22,400.  But I wish to ensure that we 
play our part in a strategic and targeted manner.

I am particularly pleased that Budget 2014 provides me with the resources to maintain the 
targeted objective Garda strength at 13,000 members.  I was pleased to announce recently a 
recruitment competition for the Garda Síochána, which will see new student Gardaí entering 
the Garda College in 2014 - the first Garda recruitment since the previous Government stopped 
recruitment in 2009.
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In tandem with the maintenance of Garda strength, it is also important to maintain the man-
agement and supervisory capacity of the Force. Since the Government took office, a significant 
number of derogations from the moratorium on appointments have been secured so that 88 Ser-
geant; 40 Inspector; 53 Superintendent; 17 Chief Superintendent; 4 Assistant Commissioner; 
and 1 Deputy Commissioner appointments could be made.

Arising from the recent Referendum a Court of Appeal will be established.  Officials of my 
Department and the Courts Service are working to identify the staffing numbers required  to 
establish the Court of Appeal and any necessary sanctions will be sought from my colleague the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Justice Sector has taken its share of reductions in recent years as we work to restore the 
nation’s fiscal sovereignty.  I am very proud of what continues to be achieved across the sector, 
despite the reduced resources.  I will continue to fund front-line services to the greatest extent 
possible and I am very pleased that funding can be maintained for areas such as the Forensic 
Science Laboratory and the Criminal Assets Bureau, which play a central role in supporting 
Gardaí in the fight against organised and other serious crime. 

As I said on Budget Day there are definitely positive signs, including the maintenance of 
the targeted objective Garda strength at 13,000; substantial investment in the Garda fleet; the 
commencement of a Garda recruitment campaign; building programmes in relation to An Garda 
Síochána, Courts and Prisons, through the PPP model and direct investment are advancing; and 
reform initiatives continue to deliver across the sector.  None of this could have been achieved 
if, as Minister for Justice and Equality, I had to cope with over €400m of further cuts which 
would have been imposed under the previous administration’s so-called National Recovery 
Plan 2011-14.

05/11/2013WRA02550Extradition Arrangements

05/11/2013WRA0260075. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extradition 
agreement, if any, Ireland has with Brazil.  [41069/13]

05/11/2013WRA02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland does not, at present, 
have an extradition treaty with Brazil.  Following contact with the Brazilian authorities in re-
cent times it has been agreed that Ireland and Brazil will commence negotiations on a bilateral 
extradition treaty.  It has also been agreed that, pending the conclusion of the treaty, the two 
countries would accept extradition requests from each other on the basis of reciprocity. 

05/11/2013WRA02750Magdalen Laundries Issues

05/11/2013WRA0280076. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in 
which he envisages that payments will begin to be paid to the women of the Magdalen laundries 
as part of the redress process in view of the recent passing of another Magdalen survivor; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45958/13]

05/11/2013WRA02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that on 25th June 2013 the Government approved the implementation of a cash lump sum pay-
ments scheme based on duration of stay in Laundries as recommended by Mr Justice Quirke.  
The Government also tasked an Inter-Departmental Group with giving further detailed con-
sideration to the steps necessary to implement the other recommendations made by Mr Justice 
Quirke, some of which are complicated and will require legislation.  

My Department established a special unit to process applications and to determine whether 
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an applicant resided and worked in an institution covered by the scheme, the duration of their 
stay, and the calculation of the capital sum due to be paid to them.  Over 600 applications have 
been received to date and are being processed.  

The Report of the Interdepartmental Group was discussed and agreed at Cabinet this morn-
ing and the full details in respect of implementation of the Scheme will published over the next 
few days.  In cases where application forms have been completed and records verified, I expect 
that my Department will be in a position to issue the first offers of payments of a lump sum 
within the next 4 to 6 weeks.

  Questions Nos. 77 and 78 answered orally.

05/11/2013WRB00150Garda Strength

05/11/2013WRB0020079. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number of 
Garda currently in the force; the number of retirements due by the end of 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46537/13]

05/11/2013WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that, as of 30 September 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available, there were 13,159 Garda members, 1,129 Garda Reserves and just over 2,000 civilian 
support staff in the Garda Síochána.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of these 
personnel among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts, the various Garda national units 
and of course Garda Headquarters.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible 
use is made of these resources. 

So far in 2013, up to 30 September, the number of Gardaí who have retired, resigned or been 
medically discharged is 256.  A further 55 have so far declared their intention to retire during 
the remainder of 2013. 

05/11/2013WRB00350Parole Board Issues

05/11/2013WRB0040080. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the time frame 
he has put in place to place the parole board on a legislative footing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46518/13]

05/11/2013WRB00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I announced my intention in 
2011 to enact legislation to place the Parole Board on a footing which I believe will help to 
strengthen the Board and improve its functions.  Work is under way and progress is being made.  
Decisions have yet to be finalised on exactly what role a statutory Parole Board should play, 
what powers it should have, and how it should fit into the overall criminal justice system. 

I addressed the inaugural conference of the Parole Board in that regard on Friday 25 Octo-
ber, 2013.  The discussions, which focussed on the parole process and experience from other 
jurisdictions, will also help inform that process. 

I have also appointed a group to carry out a strategic review of penal policy.  This is a wide-
ranging and important review with implications for the future direction and implementation of 
penal policy in Ireland.  I expect the group to report early in the new year.  When I have con-
sidered their recommendations, I will bring proposals forward to Government for a statutory 
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Parole Board.

05/11/2013WRB00550Legislative Process

05/11/2013WRB0060081. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on the 
progress of the Spent Convictions Bill which has been delayed on account of a relevant legal 
case from the UK; and when the Bill will be re-introduced into Dáil Éireann. [45976/13]

05/11/2013WRB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 passed Committee Stage in Dáil Éireann on 20 
March 2013, having previously passed all stages in the Seanad.  However, before the Bill was 
taken at Report Stage, a judgment of the Court of Appeal in England and Wales was published 
which has necessitated a review of the provisions concerning the disclosure of certain old minor 
convictions under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012.  
Given the close relationship between the two pieces of legislation, any changes to the Vetting 
Act will have to be reflected in the Spent Convictions Bill.  

My officials are currently finalising proposals that will involve a number of changes to the 
provisions in the National Vetting Bureau Act and consequential amendments to the Spent Con-
victions Bill.  Subject to the approval of the Government, I expect to be in a position to have 
these amendments drafted in the coming weeks and to have the Spent Convictions Bill amended 
and enacted early next year.

Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 69.

05/11/2013WRB00850Equality Proofing of Budgets

05/11/2013WRB0090083. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on introducing 
equality impact assessment procedures and equality proofing into the Irish budgetary process 
as a means of gauging the impact of budgetary measures from a human rights and equality per-
spective; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45977/13]

05/11/2013WRB01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government Programme 
includes a commitment to “require all public bodies to take due note of equality and human 
rights in carrying out their functions”.  The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Bill, 
which I expect will be published shortly, will create a positive duty on public bodies to do so 
and provides for the Commission to provide support and advice to public bodies in meeting that 
obligation.

I also refer the Deputy to the Government’s position on this matter as set out in Minister 
of State Kathleen Lynch’s statement to the Dáil on 2 July 2013 in the context of the debate on 
a Private Members Bill on this topic, the Equal Status (Amendment) Bill 2013 as well as to 
my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 33 of 25 September 2013.  In our democratic State, 
budgetary decisions are for the democratically-elected Government of the day to make and for 
Dáil Éireann to approve.  The reality is that resources are limited and additional expenditure 
demands or costs arising, for whatever reason, will have to be paid for through expenditure 
reductions elsewhere or through the raising of additional revenue.  Nothing in the approach 
canvassed can change that reality or be of any help to the Government in making the difficult 
decisions its members have been elected to make on behalf of the people as we work to restore 
the country’s economic sovereignty.

In the context of budgetary policy and the preparation of estimates, each Minister is re-
sponsible for assessing policy proposals in his or her area. Considerations of equality form an 
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important component of budgetary discussions by Government.  When making Government 
decisions on budget matters, the Government is very much aware of issues such as gender 
equality, persons experiencing risk of poverty or social exclusion, and people with disabilities.

 Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 70.

 Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 71.

Garda Complaints Procedures

05/11/2013WRC0020086. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans in relation to 
the cases submitted to his office on 17 October 2013 by residents from across the State in rela-
tion to allegations of Garda malpractice. [45975/13]

05/11/2013WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): On 17 October 2013 my office 
was handed correspondence from 24 individuals.  These letters contained a variety of expres-
sions of dissatisfaction in relation to the handling or outcome of complaints that had previously 
been made.  Some of these complaints date back a number of years, and some relate to bodies 
other than the Garda Síochána.  This correspondence has been acknowledged and will now 
need to be carefully examined in order to see whether the individuals concerned have availed in 
each case of the appropriate mechanisms for the consideration of such complaints.

As the Deputy will appreciate, until this examination is complete I will not be in a position 
to come to a conclusion as to whether options remain for the further consideration of these 
complaints, or whether the individuals concerned have exhausted all available mechanisms but 
are simply dissatisfied with the outcome.  

I will of course respond to all of this correspondence as soon as possible.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 77.

Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 69.

Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRC0060089. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
will publish the Family Relationships and Children Bill; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45967/13]

05/11/2013WRC00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Work on the General Scheme 
of a Family Relationships and Children Bill is at an advanced stage in my Department, and 
subject to the necessary consultations between Departments and at Government level, I hope to 
be in a position to publish my detailed legislative proposals by the end of the year.  It is not yet 
possible to give a date for publication of the Bill as the General Scheme must first be finalised 
and necessary consultations undertaken.  However, I am keen to proceed quickly with the es-
sential reforms to this very sensitive area of the law. 

Organised Crime

05/11/2013WRC0080090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which the existence of organised criminal gangs continue to prosper and grow; if the number 
of such gangs and membership therein has increased or decreased in recent years; the extent to 
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which the Gardaí continue to have available to them adequate resources with particular refer-
ence to modern technology and equipment in the fight against organised crime; if any further 
initiatives are desirable in this context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45957/13]

05/11/2013WRC00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that organised crime, by its very nature, is constantly evolving and diversifying in both its struc-
tures and activities and that membership of organised crime groups tends to be fluid in nature. 

Given the fluidity of membership, it can, therefore, be challenging to identify definitive 
numbers of groupings and members.  Furthermore many modern organised criminal groupings 
are transnational in nature and engage in a wide range of disparate criminal activities. 

Addressing such criminality remains a key ongoing priority for both the Government and 
for An Garda Síochána and these priorities are clearly reflected in the Garda Policing Plan for 
2013 and in the Programme for Government. 

However, I can say that An Garda Síochána continues to vigorously tackle organised crime 
through undertaking a range of targeted activities designed to disrupt and dismantle the opera-
tions of criminal organisations. 

This approach involves targeting serious criminals and organised criminal groups on a num-
ber of fronts and across all geographical locations, including through the use of focused intel-
ligence led operations by specialist units such as the Organised Crime Unit, the Garda Bureau 
of Fraud Investigation and the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation and the work of the 
Criminal Assets Bureau.  

As the Deputy will also be aware, the Garda authorities are continually looking at opportu-
nities to employ new technologies to achieve their goals and to contribute to the services they 
provide.  This is a policy that is designed to ensure that the Garda Síochána will be in a position 
to take advantage of proven up to date technological developments to meet the needs of an ef-
fective police force.

Additionally, considerable progress has been made within the Garda force in the field of 
modern technological support.  In addition to a class-leading computer system,  PULSE, these 
include the full roll-out of the state of the art National Digital Radio System, the Automated 
Fingerprint Information System and Automated Number Plate Recognition.  

With regard to Garda transport, I am conscious of the continuing pressures on the Garda 
fleet and I am very pleased to have secured a further €9m for investment in the fleet, made up of 
€5m between now and the end of the year and a further €4m in 2014.   At this stage, arising from 
the additional €5m being made available between October and December, the Garda authorities 
have arranged for the delivery of 305 new vehicles by the end of 2013.  These are in addition to 
the 133 new Garda vehicles already made available during the year. 

I would also draw the Deputy’s attention to the recently published Criminal Justice (Foren-
sic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill 2013 which provides for the establishment of a 
DNA database.  Enactment of this legislation will represent a major step forward in the fight 
against serious crime. 

Court of Appeal Establishment

05/11/2013WRC0100091. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the out-
come of the referendum on Friday 4 October 2013 which established provision for a new Court 
of Appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45979/13]
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05/11/2013WRC01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following the successful out-
come of the referendum on the proposed Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court 
of Appeal) Bill I will shortly bring forward an “Implementation Bill” that will deal with many 
practical issues in regard to the new Court of Appeal, such as the formal establishment and 
membership of the Court of Appeal, the appointment of judges, the organisation of the Court, 
and provision for the office of Registrar of the Court, among other issues.  It is planned that the 
Bill will be enacted during the first half of 2014 and that the new Court of Appeal would be up 
and running in the new law term next Autumn.

My Department will be working closely with the Courts Service during this process and I 
can advise that an Implementation Committee has been established by the Courts Service which 
includes representation from my Department.  The Committee, which has held its first meeting, 
will examine and make recommendations in relation to all aspects of administrative support 
for the new Court, such as organisational structure, staffing, accommodation, ICT systems and 
facilities, and rules of court to regulate court procedures.  The aim is to ensure that the required 
accommodation, structures and systems are in place in time for the establishment of the new 
Court of Appeal.

The current level of delay in the Supreme Court of four and a half years is unsustainable for 
individuals and businesses seeking to pursue important appeals.  The establishment of a Court 
of Appeal provides a long-needed reform of our courts system.  It will have significant benefit 
for individual citizens, but will also maintain the internationally recognised standing of Ireland 
as a competitive and efficient economy in which to do business.

Garda Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRC0120092. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of new vehicles he intends to add to the Garda fleet over the next nine months. [45966/13]

05/11/2013WRC01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and available resources.  

I am conscious of the continuing pressures on the Garda fleet and, in that regard, I am very 
pleased to have secured a further €9m for investment in the fleet, made up of €5m between now 
and the end of the year and a further €4m in 2014.  At this stage, arising from the additional 
€5m being made available between October and December, the Garda authorities have arranged 
for the delivery of 305 new vehicles by the end of 2013.  These are in addition to the 133 new 
Garda vehicles already made available during the year.  

This investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for the three 
years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda trans-
port, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is se-
verely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an 
effective and efficient policing service.    

Penal Policy Review Group Report

05/11/2013WRC0140093. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Penal 
Policy Review Group’s report on penal policy will be published. [45968/13]
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05/11/2013WRC01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the Working Group conducting a Strategic Review on Penal Policy is expected to report early 
in 2014.

Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRC0160094. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will 
publish an updated version of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2010. [45972/13]

05/11/2013WRC01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have outlined previously 
to the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, it is my considered view that instead of 
engaging in an extremely cumbersome process of tabling hundreds of amendments to the 2010 
Bill it would be much more efficient to publish a new and enhanced text.  Such an approach can 
incorporate the many anticipated amendments while addressing key outstanding issues, several 
of which have been of concern to Members.  This proposition was broadly welcomed by the 
Joint Committee.  Work on the Bill continues, therefore, on that basis, including in co-operation 
with the Offices of Parliamentary Counsel and of the Attorney General while also taking ac-
count of any relevant rulings by the Courts.  By necessity work on Trioka-related legislation 
such as the establishment of the Insolvency Service and reform of the delivery of legal services 
has been a priority for my Department.  Pending the completion of this legislative workload, I 
expect that work on the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill will be advanced to enable 
it to be published as soon as resources allow. 

Pending the enactment and commencement of the new legislation and with a view to im-
proving processing in the area of international protection, I will be introducing new arrange-
ments for the processing of subsidiary protection applications.  The legislative provisions to 
underpin the new system for determining applications for subsidiary protection are currently 
being finalised in my Department in co-operation with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
to the Government.  When these legislative provisions are settled, the intention is to bring the 
new applications processing arrangements into operation as soon as possible.    

Garda Communications

05/11/2013WRC0180095. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he will 
take to deal with the systemic leaking of information by An Garda Síochána to the mainstream 
media, which is a criminal offence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46594/13]

05/11/2013WRC01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand from the Garda 
Commissioner that it is the policy of An Garda Síochána that overall responsibility for releas-
ing Garda information to the media rests with the Garda Press and Public Relations Office.  
Members of An Garda Síochána are prohibited, except in specified circumstances, without the 
authority of the Commissioner from communicating either directly or indirectly with the media 
or furnishing to the media any information in connection with the investigation of crime or 
other official matters. 

Any member of the Garda Síochána who leaks information to the media is not only contra-
vening clear Garda policy, but is also, as the question notes, contravening the law.  It is an of-
fence under the Official Secrets Act 1963 for a member of the Garda Síochána, as for any public 
official, to disclose official information without lawful authority.  It is also, quite separately, a 
distinct offence under section 62 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 for a member of the Garda 
Síochána to make an unauthorised disclosure to the media of information obtained in the course 
of duty if the member knows that such disclosure is likely to have a harmful effect.  The section 
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sets out a list of instances of harmful effect covered by this offence, which includes for example 
disclosures which result in the publication of personal information constituting an unwarranted 
and serious infringement of a person’s right to privacy.

Any member of the public who believes that he or she has been the subject of unauthorised 
disclosure of information by a member of the Garda Síochána may make a complaint to the 
independent Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, which has extensive powers of inves-
tigation.

Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRC0200096. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of direct meetings he has held with representatives of the legal profession and other interested 
parties in relation to the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011. [45970/13]

05/11/2013WRC0210099. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when we can 
expect to see the regulatory impact analysis relating to the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011.  
[45969/13]

05/11/2013WRC02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 96 and 99 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, consultations in relation to the Legal Services Regulation Bill 
have been ongoing since its publication both directly and by submission.  The Bill and key 
responses to it have also been considered at Second Stage and in detail by the Joint Committee 
on Justice, Defence and Equality prior to the Bill’s Committee Stage which commenced on 17 
July.   

Alongside those groups representing the legal professions with whom I have had both for-
mal and informal direct meetings and from whom I have received a series of substantial submis-
sions, I have had direct meetings with the Competition Authority, the Consumers’ Association, 
the Honorable Society of King’s Inns and the Committee of Heads of Irish University Law 
Schools and with the legal service regulators of other jurisdictions such as Australia and Eng-
land and Wales.  In terms of written submissions, I have, as previously disclosed to the House, 
received just under 50 since publication of the Bill representing nearly 30 interested parties, 
along with dozens of individual letters from concerned members of the public and practitioners 
and the formal observations of other Government Departments.  For their part, the Law Society, 
the Bar Council and the King’s Inns have provided substantive views on a number of occasions 
and on key issues which are among those to which consideration continues to be given.  Sub-
missions have come from a wide range of bodies in addition to the legal professional bodies 
including from associations, academics, civil liberties and human rights organisations, private 
businesses and Government agencies or Departments.  They range in their scope from that of 
the entire Bill to that of particular provisions or issues arising within it. 

A wide range of stakeholders have therefore provided, and continue to submit, views on the 
Bill which I am more than happy to consider.  These views continue to inform the development 
of the Bill and have to be considered against the Bill’s modern balance of interests between 
those of the legal professions and those of business or private citizens who avail of legal ser-
vices.  The Deputy will appreciate the importance of the Government, in exercising its policy 
prerogative, maintaining this balance and conducting its consultations, direct or indirect, so as 
as to avoid any actual or perceived regulatory capture by any particular lobby or interest group.  
At this point in time, there are a large number of issues upon which the respective views of 
stakeholders have been clearly expressed or continue to be aired including in the public domain 
and in readily accessible formats on the internet.  Direct and indirect contacts with stakeholders 
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continue to take place at official level. 

Finally, as I have previously stated, amendments to the Bill and a Regulatory Impact Analy-
sis will be made available for consideration prior to its forthcoming resumption of Committee 
Stage which is to take place as soon as possible in the current session.

Courts Service Issues

05/11/2013WRC0230097. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of 
IT facilities in place across each of the Courts Service’s districts; and the facilities in place to 
record data in respect of persons appearing in court to answer charges on road traffic offences. 
[45955/13]

05/11/2013WRC02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Courts Service has a net-
work of 6 District Court offices in the greater Dublin area with a further 32 such offices dis-
tributed throughout the country.  Each office has access to the Criminal Case Tracking System 
(CCTS).  This system records details of all prosecutions initiated by An Garda Síochána in-
cluding offences under the Road Traffic Acts.  In relation to road traffic offences, details of the 
prosecutor and accused, details of alleged offences, details of all court appearances associated 
with a case and final court outcomes are recorded on the system.  Details of any appeals lodged, 
set asides etc. are also recorded on the system.

Summary of the Criminal Case Tracking System

The Criminal Case Tracking System (CCTS), an Oracle Relational Database, is in operation 
in all District Court Offices.  There are approximately 200 concurrent users of the application 
which provides for the processing, scheduling, enforcement and reporting of criminal cases.  
In addition, it can produce a variety of documents that are required in the course of a criminal 
case such as summonses, warrants and copy orders.  The CCTS also produces a number of key 
reports to assist in the administration of criminal business such as prison lists and legal aid lists.  

Summary of the CCTS functionality relating to penalty points

Where a fixed charge penalty is not paid or where a prosecution is being initiated in respect 
of other road traffic offences which attract penalty points, the Garda Síochána make an applica-
tion to the courts for the issue of a summons against the offender.  In the majority of cases this 
is an electronic process.  Where the driving licence number for the offender is collected during 
the detection/investigative process, the licence number is included in the electronic summons 
application process and is updated to the CCTS.

Summonses produced from the CCTS and issued for service include a requirement for the 
offender to produce to the court their driving licence or learner permit and a legible copy of 
same.  Where the offender before the court is convicted and produces their licence or permit, 
the number is recorded by the Court Registrar and updated to the CCTS. 

Details of all convictions recorded on the CCTS in respect of offences which attract pen-
alty points, including the driving licence number where provided, are collated and transferred 
electronically to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.  This occurs approximately 
28 days after the date of the convictions as time must be allowed for any possible appeals to be 
lodged.  The file transferred also includes the outcomes of any appeals, set asides and judicial 
reviews in respect of penalty point convictions.
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Recidivism Rate

05/11/2013WRC0250098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which crimes continue to be committed by persons while on bail, sometimes while on bail for 
more than one offence; the extent to which this restricts subsequent applications for bail par-
ticularly where recidivism occurs repeatedly while on bail; if legislation is required to address 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45956/13]

05/11/2013WRC02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A decision to grant bail in a 
particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only to the Constitution and the law, 
independent in the exercise of its judicial functions.  There is a constitutional presumption in 
favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent until proven guilty.  The provi-
sions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict the extent to which the right 
to bail can be limited.

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially only 
on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses.  Section 2 
of the Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Con-
stitution, provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is 
reasonably considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person.  
Section 2(2)(d) provides that in exercising its jurisdiction under that section, a court shall take 
into account and may receive evidence or submissions concerning any conviction of the ac-
cused person for an offence committed while he or she was on bail.

In addition, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, 
provides that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall 
not commit an offence while on bail.  

The criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed by persons on bail.  Section 
11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of imprisonment passed on a 
person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive on any sentence passed on 
him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to expire, if more than one is be-
ing served.  It also provides that the fact that an offence was committed while on bail must be 
treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall impose a sentence that 
is greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.

I am conscious of public concern about the extent to which offences continue to be com-
mitted by persons on bail.  I share that concern and believe that bail law must be continually 
reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the commis-
sion of crime, particularly serious crime, by persons on bail.

Accordingly, my Department has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law 
with a view to presenting a clear, accessible and modern statement of the law.  In the context of 
that modernisation of the law, I will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on 
the protection of the individual and of the public.  The intention is that the new proposals will 
provide better guidance to the courts on how such protection might be provided.  I intend to 
bring proposals to Government on the matter as soon as possible, having regard to other legisla-
tive priorities.

In relation to the extent to which crimes are committed by persons who are already on bail, 
I have asked the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency responsible for the 
publication of crime statistics, to provide relevant information directly to the Deputy. 
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 Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 96.

Departmental Budgets

05/11/2013WRC02800100. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality where the €70 
million cut to the justice budget will take effect. [45964/13]

05/11/2013WRC02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The reduction of €70 million 
in the Justice budget relates to the gross current expenditure allocation for the Vote Group in 
2014 compared with the corresponding allocation in the 2013 Revised Estimate Volume.

Given the composition of the Vote Group where circa 77% of all current expenditure refers 
to pay and pensions, the greater proportion of the reduction relates to payroll costs.  In all €45 
million of the budgetary adjustment relates to payroll reductions encompassing the impact of 
measures under the Haddington Road Agreement and staffing reductions across all areas of the 
sector. 

In the region of €13 million of the adjustment relates to reductions in non-payroll expen-
diture across the votes, including a reduction of €5.2 million in relation to the provision for 
Asylum Seekers Accommodation in the Justice and Equality Vote, mainly due to the decrease 
in the numbers in  Direct Provision.  There are other reductions in various administrative and 
operational areas across the various votes.

The final element of the reduction, approximately €12 million, is in respect of non-recurring 
costs in 2014 relating to events such as Ireland‘s Presidency of the European Union.

There are also a number of smaller technical adjustments in Estimates 2014, including the 
provision of €2 million in additional funding for the redeployment of staff from elsewhere in 
the Civil Service to the Garda Vetting Unit.   

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 77.

Garda Investigations

05/11/2013WRC03100102. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have the 
case of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon on 3 April 1970 independently reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46431/13]

05/11/2013WRC03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda Richard Fallon’s mur-
der in April 1970 was a terrible tragedy for his family and I want to, again, express my deepest 
sympathy to them.  Garda Fallon’s callous killing was a heinous crime perpetrated by ruthless 
individuals. 

The Serious Review Crime Team of the Garda Síochána is carrying out a review of this 
case.  I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Serious Review Crime Team met with 
members of the Fallon family in April this year to apprise them of developments in the ongo-
ing review of their father’s case.  Since then contact has been maintained with the family on an 
ongoing basis by the Senior Investigating Officer from the Serious Crime Review Team.  The 
Deputy will appreciate that we must await the outcome of the review.

Garda Operations

05/11/2013WRC03300103. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to racial profiling taking place inside the gardaí, with particular reference to his 
knowledge of information in relation to Traveller infants being put on the PULSE system; and 
the steps he has taken to address same.  [46596/13]
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05/11/2013WRC03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am assured by the Garda 
Commissioner that the Garda Síochána does not engage in discriminatory ethnic profiling, and 
specifically that it does not engage in data gathering or data mining based upon discriminatory 
profiling in respect of race, colour, language, religion, nationality, national or ethnic origin, 
ethnicity or membership of the traveller community.

I am not clear what point the Deputy is making in relation to the storing of information on 
PULSE relating to traveller children.  If it is of any assistance, I would make the general point 
that PULSE does not solely capture information on offenders, but is used to store information 
on all Garda interactions with individuals, whether adults or children, such as victims of crime 
and persons injured in road traffic accidents.  This would also include child welfare incidents.

 If the Deputy has any specific concerns in mind I would be happy to look into them. 

05/11/2013WRC03450Same-sex Marriage

05/11/2013WRC03500104. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will 
respond to the Constitutional Convention’s recommendations on equal access to civil marriage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46205/13]

05/11/2013WRC03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the procedure is that the Government responds to the Constitutional Convention’s recommen-
dations within a four-month period.  The response to the recommendations of the Convention 
on equal access to civil marriage will be available very shortly and will be provided via a state-
ment which I will make in this House. 

Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRC03700105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to re-
form family law to ensure equal status and protections for children being raised by lesbian or 
gay parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46206/13]

05/11/2013WRC03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
I have signalled my intentions to bring legislative proposals to Government as soon as possible 
in the form of a General Scheme of a Family Relationships and Children Bill.  The focus of the 
Scheme will be on reforming and modernising certain aspects of family law, as provided for in 
the Agreed Programme for Government, and, in particular, ensuring that children are treated 
equally irrespective of the marital status of their parents.  My proposals will be to ensure, in 
the best interests of children, that our legal system can recognise and secure the relationship of 
a person who has a parental role in a child’s life but is not the biological or adoptive parent of 
the child concerned.  

Exports Data

05/11/2013WRC03900106. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach if he will detail the value of exports 
as an percentage of GDP, to the north of Ireland, Britain, America, Germany, France, Japan or 
others for each of the past five years. [45698/13]

05/11/2013WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The infor-
mation requested is set out in the following two tables.

Table 1: Exports of goods and services in € millions:
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€ - millions 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total exports of goods & services 148,984 145,249 156,918 166,475 176,147
of which: exports of goods & services to United King-
dom *

30,099 26,405 27,817 28,625 32,064

of which: exports of goods & services to USA 20,258 21,427 25,704 26,624 25,805
of which: exports of goods & services to Germany 12,585 12,097 13,671 13,520 15,380
of which: exports of goods & services to France 9,647 8,751 9,161 9,398 9,930
of which: exports of goods & services to Japan 2,786 2,662 3,105 3,208 4,777
of which: exports of goods & services to other coun-
tries

73,609 73,907 77,460 85,100 88,191

GDP at current market prices 180,249 162,284 158,097 162,600 163,938
  * Separate information not available for Northern Ireland and Great Britain

Table 2: Exports of goods and services as a percentage of GDP at Current Market Prices:

% of GDP 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total exports of goods & services 82.7 89.5 99.3 102.4 107.4
of which: exports of goods & services to United Kingdom * 16.7 16.3 17.6 17.6 19.6
of which: exports of goods & services to USA 11.2 13.2 16.3 16.4 15.7
of which: exports of goods & services to Germany 7.0 7.5 8.6 8.3 9.4
of which: exports of goods & services to France 5.4 5.4 5.8 5.8 6.1
of which: exports of goods & services to Japan 1.5 1.6 2.0 2.0 2.9
of which: exports of goods & services to other countries 40.8 45.5 49.0 52.3 53.8
 * Separate information not available for Northern Ireland and Great Britain

Exports Data

05/11/2013WRD00200107. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the 
total exports by industry category in euro for 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; if he will provide 
a breakdown between foreign direct investment companies exports and indigenous small and 
medium enterprises exports in euro terms for 2011, 2012, and to date in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45948/13]

05/11/2013WRD00300Minister of State at the Department of theTaoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Data for 
total exports of goods and services by industry category/economic sector or by country of own-
ership of the exporter is not available.  However, a breakdown of service exports by sector is 
available.  Data on total exports of goods and services (2011, 2012, Q1/2013 and Q2/2013) is 
included in Table 1.  Annual data on exports of services by economic sector (2008-2012) are 
included in Table 2.

Table 1: Exports of goods and services for 2011, 2012, Q1/2013 and Q2/2013 (€ millions):

- 2011 2012 Q1/2013 Q2/2013
Total exports of goods & services 166,475 176,147 41,296 45,809
of which: exports of goods 85,007 85,852 19,690 21,738
of which: exports of services 81,468 90,295 21,606 24,071

Table 2: Exports of services classified by NACE Rev.2 Economic Sector for 2008 to 2012 
(€ millions):
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Economic 
sector 

Description 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

All sectors Total Exports of Goods (for informa-
tion)

81,037 77,647 82,607 85,007 85,852

All sectors Total Exports of Services 67,947 67,602 74,311 81,468 90,295 
B-E & F Service exports - from Industry & 

Construction Sectors 
14,914 14,279 13,555 14,174 14,890 

G-U Service exports - from Services Sec-
tors

53,033 53,323 60,756 67,294 75,405 

- of which: - - - - -
J Information and Communication 

Sectors
25,686 26,560 30,823 35,377 40,583 

K-L Financial, Insurance and Real Estate 
Sectors

15,966 15,297 17,045 17,231 18,918 

-  All other service sectors 11,381 11,466 12,888 14,686 15,904 

National Risk Assessment

05/11/2013WRD00400108. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach his plans for ensuring that the new 
national risk assessment which is to be published annually will include risks faced by the coun-
try in the areas of unemployment, emigration, poverty, income inequality, early school leaving, 
health inequalities, gender inequality and personal over-indebtedness; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46401/13]

05/11/2013WRD00500The Taoiseach: One component of the Government’s programme of Dáil reform published 
in September 2013 was completion of a National Risk Assessment which the Government will 
publish for debate in the Dáil alongside the Stability Programme and National Reform Pro-
gramme that are produced as part of EU-wide economic planning; and a National Progress 
Report, produced independently by the CSO.

It is intended that the National Risk Assessment will set out the risks (both financial and 
non-financial) which the country faces in the period ahead.  It will facilitate an opportunity for 
members of Oireachtas to discuss and contribute to this Assessment.

It is premature to say what risks will be encompassed within the National Risk Assessment, 
but in carrying out this exercise the Government will draw on international experience and best 
practice.  I understand that the most well-developed risk assessments involve reference to a 
broad range of risks, be they economic, environmental or social in nature.

05/11/2013RD00550Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRD00600109. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the num-
ber of Bills published by his Department since March 2011 and the number of regulatory impact 
assessments published by his Department since March 2011.  [45625/13]

05/11/2013WRD00700The Taoiseach: One Bill was produced by my Department since March 2011.

The Thirty-second Amendment of the Constitution (Abolition of Seanad Éireann) Bill 2013, 
was published in June 2013, further to a commitment in the Programme for Government.  A 
regulatory impact analysis (RIA) is normally required for all primary legislation but there are 
certain exceptions to this rule which are set out in the relevant guidelines.  As the Bill concerned 
involved amending the Constitution for the purpose of abolishing the Seanad rather than sig-
nificantly impacting on the regulatory environment, an RIA was not completed in keeping with 
precedents for Bills of this nature. 
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State Gifts

05/11/2013WRD00800110. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Taoiseach the total number of State gifts presented 
to foreign dignitaries during each of the past ten years; the total value of such gifts; if he will 
provide an itemised list of the gifts by country of the dignitary being presented with the gift; the 
nature of the gift and manufacturer; the value of the gift; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45853/13]

05/11/2013WRD00900The Taoiseach: The following schedule details the gifts presented by Taoisigh during the 
last ten years to foreign dignitaries, including Heads of State or Government, their deputies, and 
Heads of International Organisations.  Gifts are carefully sourced in Ireland, with the emphasis 
on suitability and value for money. 

Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

Algeria
09.04.2008

X President of the Council of Nations Dublin a Celebration book 
in slipcase

30.00

Austria
[Tour of Capitals 2003]

X ChancellorWolfgangSchussel Leather Bound BookWild 
Geese

150.00

Australia
22.05.2006

X PM John Howard Silver Photo frame with harp 105.15

Bahrain
03.10.2003

X Sheikh Khalifa Waterford Crystal 10” Bowl 200.00

Bahrain
12.10.2004

X Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Vase 148.22

Belgium
08.10.2007

X King of Belgium Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

148.21

Bulgaria
12.12.05

X H.E. Georgi Paranov, President Pair Metalcraft Candlesticks 198.00

Canada
05.07.2005

X PM Martin Waterford Crystal 9” Bowl 136.00

Canada
16.03.2004

X PM Martin Waterford Crystal John 
Rocha Platter

168.00

Canada
16.06.2013

X PM Harper Crystal ‘Gathering’ Rose 
Bowl.

112.50

Chile
10.07.2003

X President Lagos Waterford Crystal Lismore 
Bowl 

200.00

China
11.05.2004

X PM Wen John Rocha Crystal Wine set 167.16

China
17.01.2005

X H.E.Hu Jintao John Rocha Crystal Wine set 167.16

X H.E.Wen Jiabao Waterford Crystal Vase 148.22

China
19.10.2008

X Premier Minister Wu Jinato Crystal Louise Kennedy 
Photo Frame

140.00

China
19.02.2012

X Vice President H.E. Xi Jinping Set [12] Galway Crystal 
Glasses

71.90

China
25.03.2012

X Premier State 
Council H.E.Wen Jiabao

Chairman National Peoples Con-
gress Wu

Vice Premier Li Keqiang

Vice President H.E. Xi Jinping

Crystal Fitzgerald 15cm 
Platter

Waterford Crystal Fitzgerald 
15cm Platter

Crystal Trillium Vase

Dublin Crystal Harp Bowl

43.30

43.30

21.25

100.00

China
30.10.2013

X Vice Premier of State Council Ma 
Kai

Waterford Crystal Engraved 
Bowl

120.00
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

Colombia
23.03 2004

X Vice President Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case

93.50

Croatia
29.11.2005

X Croatian President

Croatian Prime Minister

Silver King Sitric Cufflinks 78.00

78.00

Cyprus
05.11 2003

X President Yassos
Papadopoulos

Silver Salver 283.14

Cyprus
30.11.2005

X President Yassos
Papadopoulos

Waterford Crystal Lismore 
9” bowl

136.00

Czech Republic
10.11.2008

X PM Spidla Silver Danu Cufflinks 28.34

Czech Republic
10.11.2008

X President Claus Bog OakBasketball Player 
in Frame

200.00

Denmark
10.03.2004

X Prime Minister of Denmark Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case

93.50

East Timor
18.10.2003

X President Xana Gusamo Waterford Crystal Cand-
leticks

148.22

East Timor
08.03.2010

X President Jose Ramos Horta Book – Limited Edition 215.00

Egypt
07.12.2006

X President Mubarak Waterford Crystals Candle-
sticks

148.21

Estonia
04.04.2012

Estonia
14.04.2008

X President of Estonia

President of Estonia

Newbridge Prelude Cuf-
flinks

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

45.00

152.99

EU Day of 
Welcomes.

Irelands EU Presidency 
01.05.2004.

X All EU Heads of State and Govern-
ments + 

Commission President and Parlia-
ment 

President participating in Day of 
Welcomes Ceremony..

‘Dublin a Celebration’ in 
presentation case.

Seamus Heaney Poem in 
binder.

Commemorative Boxed 
Silver Coaster & Disc.  

1,050.00
total

1,070.52
total

9,449.22
total

EU/ Russia 
Summit
21.05.2004

X President Putin Silver Salver 283.14

EU Comm. 
Meeting
06.01.2004

X EU Commissioners

EU President Romano Prodi

Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case.

Leather Bound Encyclopae-
dia of Ireland.

910.00
total

305.00

EU / Latin 
America Summit
11.05.2006

X President Fischer Great Houses of Ireland 
Book

22.45

EU/US 
Summit

26.06.2004

X President George Bush Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case.

Aran Sweater

93.50

125.64

EU Parliament

27.11.2003

X Mr. Pat Cox,
President of the EU Parliament.

Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case.

95.50

EU Parliament

07.04.2008

X Mr. Hans Pottering, 

President EU Parliament

Silver King Sitric Cufflinks 92.00

EUComm.

17.04.2008

X Mr. Jose Manuel Barosso,

President of the EU Commission.

Silver King Sitric Cufflinks 92.00
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

EU Parliament

04/10/2012

X Mr. Martin Schulz, 

President of the EU Parliament.

Galway Crystal Tumblers 35.95

Finland

23.02.2004

X PM Matti van Hanen Encyclopaedia of Ireland. 45.50

Finland

05.11/2007

X Ms. Tarja Halonen, Presidentt Waterford Crystal Bethany 
Candlesticks

76.50

France

22.03.2004

X President Chirac Waterford Crystal Vase 327.71

France

24.05.2004

X P.M. Jean-PierreRaffarin Metalcraft 
Candlesticks

198.07

France

03.06.2004

X President Chirac Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case.

93.50

France

14.07.2008

X President Sarkozy Waterford Crystal Vase 84.63

France

21.09.2007

X President Sarkozy Silver Cufflink

DVD Ireland from the Air

92.00

36.30

France

01.10.2008

X President Sarkozy Waterford Crystal Flutes 198.00

France

21.07.2008

X President Sarkozy Bog Oak Sculpture 415.00

Georgia

11.11.2010

X PM Nika Gilauni Silver Cufflinks and Tie 
Pin Set

160.00

Germany

09.04.2004

X Chancellor 
Schroeder

Silver Salver 374.62

Germany

14.04.2008

X Chancellor Merkel Damask Linen Tablecloth 240.00

Great Britain

17.05.2011

X HRM Queen Elizabeth 11 Special Edition Sweeney 
Guide to the Irish Turf

1501-2001

200.00

Great Britain

05/03/2003

X PM Blair Music Book & Music CDs 93.16

Greece

23.05.2013

X PM Samuras Celtic Knot Cufflinks 55.00

Hungary

10.01.2005

X Hungarian President Metalcraft Candlesticks 198.07

Hungary

24.11.2005

X PM Gyurcsany Silver Cufflinks 78.00

Iceland

12.09.2007

X PM Mr. G. Haarde Ogham Cufflinks 88.80
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

India

16.01.2006

X President of India

PM India

Chief Minister Delhi

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

Waterford Crystal 
Vase

Silver Cufflinks

148.21

136.00

78.00

Italy

10.06.2013

X Prime Minister Silver Celtic Knot Cufflinks 55.00

Japan

11.01.2009

X PM Aso Crystal 
Louise Kennedy Candle-
sticks

180.00

Japan

19.06.2013

X PM Abe Cufflinks -Salmon of 
Knowledge

94.50

Japan

07.05.2005

X Emperor & Empress of Japan Crystal Oriental Dragon on 
Ebony Plinth

1,972.50

Jordan

01.03.2004

X King of Jordan Waterford Crystal Bowl 251.08

Kosovo

22.12.2008

X PM Thaci

President Fatmir Srjdiu

Waterford Crystal Vase &

Silver Cufflinks

Waterford Crystal Vase & 
Silver Cufflinks /Tie Pin set

84.63

125.00

84.63

160.00

Latvia

06.06.2013

X President Andris Berzins

PM Valdis Dombrovskis

Silver Cufflinks

F
oxford Woolen Scarf

55.00

17.05

Lebanon

26.04.2004

X Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

148.22

Lithuania

08.10.2007

X Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Square 
Bowl

134.00

Macedonia

19.11.2009

X President Waterford CrystalBowl 21.25

Madmoud Abbas

22.09.2008

X President Silver Cufflinks and Tie 
Pin Set

160.00

Malaysia

16.06.2003

X King Waterford CrystalVase 251.08

Malaysia

10.10.2004

X King/Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Bowl

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

200.16

148.22

Mexico

26.05.2004

X President Fox Encyclopaedia of Ireland in 
presentation case.

93.50

Monaco

04.04.2011

X Prince Albert Waterford Crystal Wedding 
Flutes

240.00
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

Newfound-land

16.09.2005

X Hon. Danny Williams Premier Bronze Hurler on Mahogany 
Plinth

158.54

Newfound-land

28.02.2007

X Hon. Danny Williams Premier Book on Ancient Ireland 19.99

Norway

13.02.04

X Prime Minister Encyclopaedia of Ireland 45.50

Norway

18.09.2006

X King Harold/Queen of Norway Golden Age of Irish Art

18ct Gold Cufflinks 

18ct Gold Ear Studs

64.72

281.60

222.80

Palestine

12.02.2004

X Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Vase 148.22

Papal Visit

20.07.2005

X Pope Benedict Hand painted Batik of St. 
Benedict gift boxed

394.70

Poland

29.01.2004

X H,.E. Mr. Leszek Miller PM Encyclopaedia of Ireland. 45.50

Poland

26.02.2008

X PM Tusk

President Kaczynski

Waterford Crystal Vase 

Waterford Crystal Vase

84.63

84.63

Poland

19.02.2007

X President Silver Picture Frame with 
Harp

212.00

Romania

19.11.2003

X Prime Minister Antique Map of Ireland 500.00

Russia

29.05.2003

X President Putin Waterford Crystal Bowl 327.71

Saudi Arabia 

18.02.2008

X HRH Prince Faisal Waterford Crystal Square 
Bowl

134.00

Saudi Arabia

14.01.2007

X King of Saudi Arabia

H.H. Prince Abdullah

Crown Prince Sultan

Prince Abdu Aziz

HRH Prince Salmon Bin Abdul

Waterford Crystal Lamp

Waterford Crystal John 
Rocha Vase

Waterford Crystal Cen-
trepiece

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

Waterford Crystal Bowl

368.18

185.95

185.95

148.21

130.17

Scotland

13.01.2012

X Scottish First Minister Salmond History of Ireland Cufflinks 102.00

Serbia & Monte-negro

20.06.2005

X President Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

148.21
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

Slovenia

25.02.2008

X PM Jansa Turned Wood Rimmed Bowl 99.00

Singapore

12.10.2004

X President

Prime Minister

Waterford Crystal Cen-
trepiece 

Waterford Crystal Vase

148.22

148.22

Slovakia

26.03.2007

X President Gasparovic Silver Picture Frame with 
Harp

212.00

Slovakia

13.11.2006

X Prime Minister Dublin of Celebration Book 30.00

South Africa

09.04.2008

X Deputy President Linen Table Runner 

Napkin & Tray Cloths Set

76.04

South Africa

14.01.2008

X Deputy President

Vice President 

President

Waterford Crystal Cen-
trepiece 

Waterford Crystal Cen-
trepiece

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

67.71

67.71

152.99

Sweden

22.01.2004

X PM Goran Persson Silver Paper Knife 93.22

Switzerland

18.10.2003

X Confederation President Pascal 
Couchpin

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

148.22

Switzerland

16.02.2004

X President Joseph Deiss Encyclopaedia of Ireland. 45.50

Tanzania

14.01.2008

X Prime Minister

President

Linen DamaskTablecloth

Newbridge Cutlery

240.00

218.00

Tanzania

25.02.2009

X Prime Minister Waterford Crystal Bowl 85.00

Thailand

06.10.2004

X PM Thaksin Shinawtra Waterford Crystal Vase 104.99

Turkey

17.07.2003

Turkey (continued)

X Prime Minister

President

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

Waterford Crystal Vase

148.22

148.22

United Arab Emirates

16.01.2007

X HH Sheikh Khalifa,
 President UAE & Ruler of Abu 
Dhabi

HH Sheikh Mohammed Prime 
Minister UAE

Waterford John Rocha Vase

Waterford Crystal Candle-
sticks

185.95

152.99
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

United Nations

31.05.2006

X General Secretary U.N. Kofi Annan Silver King Sitric Cufflinks 78.00

U.S.A.

24.05.2005

X Former President, Mr. Bill Clinton Special Midleton Rare 
Whiskey 

135.00

U.S.A 
St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2003

X President Bush Shamrock Bowl 247.60

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit

 2004

X President Bush Shamrock Bowl 352.78

U.S.A. 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2005

X President Bush

Former President, Mr. Bill Clinton

Shamrock Bowl

Silver King Citric Cufflinks

296.04

78.00

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2006

X President Bush Shamrock Bowl 365.39

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2007

X President Bush Shamrock Bowl 701.00

[Master-
cutter’s 
Bowl]

U.S.A.

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2008

X President Bush

Retirement gift for President Bush

Shamrock Bowl

Bog Oak

355.00

197.82

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2009

X President Obama Shamrock Bowl 

[Ormonde Footed Bowl]

714.93

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2010

X President Obama

President Obama

Shamrock Bowl

Set of 2 (rare Yeats Plays 
and Poetry

391.96

265.00

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2011

X President Obama

President Obama

Vice President Joe Biden

Shamrock Bowl

Historical Framed  Photo of 
John F. Kennedy

Hand Crafted inscribed 
Hurley set

400.00

198.00

50.00

U.S.A.

23.05.2011

X President Obama History of Ireland Cufflinks 102.00

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2012

X President Obama

Vice President Joe Biden

Shamrock Bowl

Bronze Maquette of James 
Hoban

Irish Coin Cufflinks 

200.00

250.00

40.00
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Country and Date In-
bound 
visit

Outbound 
visit

Recipient Gift Cost - €

U.S.A 

St. Patrick’s Day Visit 

2013

X President Obama

Vice President Biden

Shamrock Bowl

Crystal Picture Frame

300.00

26.10

Vietnam

06.10.2004

X PM Pham Van Khi Waterford Crystal Vase 148.22

Vietnam

10.03.2008

X President Dung Waterford Crystal Square 
Bowl

134.00

Vietnam

22.10.2009

X Prime Minister Book – Great Houses of 
Ireland

22.45

Income Data

05/11/2013WRD01000111. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 37 of 15 October 2013, if he will provide details on the nature of the survey to be under-
taken by the Central Statistics Office as part of its Household Finance and Consumption Survey 
referred to in that reply. [45423/13]

05/11/2013WRD01100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The House-
hold Finance and Consumption Survey (HFCS) is a household survey which is being conducted 
by the Central Statistics Office as part of a programme of similar surveys in Eurozone countries.  
The survey covers households usually resident in Ireland and the main topic headings covered 
in the survey are:

1. Socio-demographic data (age, gender, education achieved, marital status, household com-
position etc.)

2. Real assets and their financing (mortgages and loans, property, cars, jewellery etc.)

3. Other liabilities/credit constraints (lease payments, credit lines, overdrafts, credit cards 
etc.)

4. Private businesses and financial assets (business ownership, interests in business etc.)

5. Employment (occupation, job status etc.)

6. Pension and insurance policies

7. Income (employee, self-employed, transfer payments etc.)

8. Intergenerational transfers as gifts

9. Consumption (how much spent on food/beverage in the month etc.)

The main aim of the HFCS is to provide structural information on households’ assets and li-
abilities, based on a representative sample of households.  This will address gaps in knowledge 
about the economic well-being of households, the distribution and type of wealth (and liabili-
ties) among households and individuals, as well as the factors that affect financial planning by 
households and individuals. 
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Work began on the survey in 2012 and the main field work was done between March and 
September 2013.  In total the CSO collected data from approximately 5,250 households across 
the country.  The HFCS data is currently being processed and first results are due to be released 
in mid-2014.

The total cost of the survey over the period 2012 to 2014 is estimated to be approximately 
€1,357,000 of which the Central Bank will pay €990,000.  The remaining €367,000 is being 
covered from the CSO Vote.

Under the Statistics Act, 1993 the survey data collected on individuals and households is 
confidential and may only be used for statistical purposes. 

05/11/2013WRD01150Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRD01200112. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form 
the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s Budget 2014 reductions 
to expenditure. [47084/13]

05/11/2013WRD01300The Taoiseach: The Department’s estimate for 2014 is €17.931m, a reduction of 19% on 
the 2013 estimate.

This reflects a range of savings all of which take full effect in 2014.

Trade Relations

05/11/2013WRD01400113. Deputy John Lyons asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has a dedicated strategy in relation to building bilateral relations with China; if he plans to 
visit China in the next 12 months; if he has invited the Chinese Premier to Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45660/13]

05/11/2013WRD01500124. Deputy John Lyons asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
total percentage of Ireland’s overall exports accounted for by exports to China; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46953/13]

05/11/2013WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 113 and 124 together. 

Overall exports of goods from Ireland in 2012 amounted to €91.7 billion.  Services exports 
amounted to a further €90.3 billion, for a combined total of €182 billion.  The trade balance in 
Ireland’s favour was some €45.7 billion, including the highest services trade surplus since re-
cords began.  Total goods exports to China (including its various territories) in 2012 were €2.3 
billion, while services exports were €3.1 billion.  Goods exports to China were thus 2.5% of 
total goods exports, with services exports to China 3.5% of total exports of services.  Combined 
goods and services exports to China were €5.4 billion, or 3% of total exports from Ireland.  
These figures make China Ireland’s 9th biggest export market, and our largest in Asia.  China is 
also a key market for indigenous exports from Ireland.  In 2012, these amounted to €346 mil-
lion, an increase of 19% from 2011.  Enterprise Ireland has set a target of €600 million of indig-
enous exports to China by 2016, with a focus on six priority clusters: Financial Services, Clean 
technologies, Information & Communication Technologies, Pharmaceuticals, Medical Devices 
& Education.  China is also a key market for food and agriculture exports.  These amounted to 
€323 million in 2012, an increase of 93% since 2010.

Ireland’s overall relations with China are based on ongoing assessment by Government of 
Ireland’s key strategic, political and economic interests.  The Government recognises that the 
rapid development of China, along with other countries in Asia, has significant global implica-
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tions, while providing many opportunities for Ireland.  The Government has intensified Ire-
land’s bilateral relations with China since the visit of then Vice President Xi Jinping in February 
2012.  The Taoiseach made a return visit to China in March of last year, during which a Strategic 
Partnership for Mutually Beneficial Cooperation was agreed between the two countries.  This 
Agreement provides a comprehensive framework for the development of further co-operation 
across a wide range of areas, including trade, investment, culture, and education.  I made an of-
ficial visit to China in July/August of this year, at the invitation of Foreign Minister Wang Yi.  I 
used the visit to further strengthen relations with a key global actor, as well as supporting Irish 
companies doing business in China, promoting Ireland as a tourist destination, and promoting 
Ireland as the best investment location for Chinese businesses looking to expand in Europe.   

Last week, the Taoiseach and I met separately with Vice Premier Ma Kai, who visited Ire-
land at my invitation.  We had substantive exchanges on all aspects of the bilateral relationship.  
Vice Premier Ma indicated a firm wish on the part of China to intensify co-operation across a 
range of areas including trade, investment, education, food and agriculture, and research and 
development.

Since the visit of President Xi to Ireland, 8 members of Government in addition to the 
Taoiseach and myself have visited China, with a similar number of Chinese Ministers visiting 
Ireland.  At present, I do not have plans to return to China (for which an invitation would be 
required).  The Chinese Premier, Li Keqiang, is not currently scheduled to visit Ireland.

The Government will continue to seek to develop and expand Ireland’s bilateral relationship 
with China in a mutually beneficial way.  

Human Rights Issues

05/11/2013WRD01700114. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the recent ruling in the European Court of Human Rights case 
(details supplied) which ruled that the Spanish Government, through the so-called Parot Doc-
trine, has kept a large number of Basque political prisoners in detention despite the fact that 
they should have been released years ago; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that 
this is affecting 76 long-term Basque prisoners; the steps he will take to ensure Spain rectifies 
its actions and fulfils its legal duties as a party to the European Convention on Human Rights.  
[45735/13]

05/11/2013WRD01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights on 21 October in the case of Inés 
del Río v Spain regarding eligibility for sentence reduction.  The relevant Spanish authorities 
will assess the full implications of the ECHR judgement and will consider the actions that are 
required in light of the ruling.  In the circumstances, it would not be appropriate for me to be-
come involved in the matter.  

UN Resolutions

05/11/2013WRD01900115. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the reason Ireland abstained from the 2010 United Nations General Assembly vote to adopt a 
declaration on the right to water; if his attention has been drawn to the declaration that states 
the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as a human right that is essential for the 
full enjoyment of life and all human rights; if he will outline in detail the objections Ireland had 
to this declaration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45747/13]

05/11/2013WRD02000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The 7th session of United Nations Human Rights Council in March 2008 adopted by con-
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sensus a Resolution (7/22) which recognised the existence of human rights obligations relating 
to access to safe drinking water and sanitation.  Ireland actively supported this Resolution and 
was amongst those United Nations member states which co-sponsored it.     

Ireland actively engaged in the negotiations at the 64th session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in July 2010 which led to the adoption of a Resolution on the ‘human right to 
water and sanitation’ (Resolution 64/292).  Ireland supported suggestions put forward by the 
EU that, in our view, would have both resulted in a more balanced text and allowed the General 
Assembly to reach consensus on this issue.  Unfortunately, on this occasion, many of the EU 
suggestions were not taken into consideration.  

The Bolivian-led resolution bypassed the United Nations Human Rights Council process in 
Geneva and risked introducing division where consensus should have been sought.  Following 
careful consideration it was decided that Ireland could not support in its entirety the final Boliv-
ian text presented to the General Assembly.  On 28 July 2010 the Resolution was adopted fol-
lowing a recorded vote of 122 votes in favour, none against and 41 abstentions.  Ireland, along 
with 17 of our European Union partners, abstained from voting on this Resolution.  

Ireland continues to actively engage in discussions within the international community on 
access to safe drinking water and sanitation, including at the 21st session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council in September 2012, which adopted a resolution on ‘the human right to 
safe drinking water and sanitation’.  Ireland co-sponsored this Resolution.

Ireland agrees in principle that all persons, wherever located, should have access to clean 
drinking water and sanitation facilities and remains convinced that the only manner in which to 
achieve real progress on access to safe drinking water and sanitation is to maintain consensus 
within the international community.  

Ireland remains fully committed to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal 
of reducing by half, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation.  In 2012, Ireland allocated over €5 million in support to water and 
sanitation activities to improve availability of services and to address the structural causes of 
exclusion from access to water and sanitation services.

Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

05/11/2013WRD02100116. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 68 of 17 October 2013 in relation to the payment of al-
lowances to embassy and consular staff abroad, the guidelines under which a decision is made 
whether or not to refund the cost of items purchased by officers under this scheme; if there is 
an asset register of items purchased under this scheme; if this scheme applies to officers who 
are on temporary secondment to the Department of Foreign Affairs; if a mechanism exists for 
recovering equipment and furniture purchased under this scheme or if the officer may retain 
these items for private use on conclusion of the officer’s posting abroad and re-assignment to a 
position in here.  [45931/13]

05/11/2013WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
outlined in the reply to Question No. 68 of 17 October 2013, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade provides financial assistance to officers going on posting abroad towards the cost of 
representational furniture and equipment.  In this context, official representation refers to work-
related events, official functions and networking opportunities held in the homes of officers on 
posting as part of their official duties.  The scheme covers a small range of items which are nec-
essary to provide a suitable home environment for the purposes of official representation, with 
particular regard to the representational areas of an officer’s residence.  It is governed by de-
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tailed internal guidelines, which I would be happy to make available to the Deputy on request. 
Access to the scheme may also be granted by the parent Department of officers temporarily 
seconded to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on a case-by-case basis.  The amount 
provided ranges from €2,000-€4,000 depending on the officer’s grade.  It may be paid only in 
respect of an officer’s first posting.  The items purchased may be retained by the officer for use 
during future postings and details of those items are also kept on file.  A total of €64,268 was 
refunded to officers in 2012.

Military Aircraft Landings

05/11/2013WRD02300117. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 6 of 15 October 2013, if the US military aircraft that have 
recently landed at Shannon Airport with a fixed weapon was a Hercules AC-130W; if he will 
confirm the type of fixed weapon it had; and if there were any other ammunitions, including 
depleted uranium munitions, on board.  [45933/13]

05/11/2013WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
outlined in this House on 15 October 2013, I am aware that one US military aircraft recently 
landed in Shannon Airport armed with a fixed weapon and therefore did not comply with the 
normal conditions that apply to foreign military aircraft overflying or landing in Ireland.  I am 
not in a position to provide further information on the aircraft in question.   

A longstanding system for dealing with requests for landings by US military aircraft at 
Shannon is in place and is being fully implemented.  The Government views breaches of the 
conditions attached to permission for such landings with the utmost seriousness and the case in 
question was raised at the highest possible level with the US Embassy.  The Embassy official 
expressed regret at this isolated incident, explained that it was due to an administrative error and 
provided assurances that steps had been taken by the US authorities to prevent any recurrence.

05/11/2013WRD02450Diplomatic Representation

05/11/2013WRD02500118. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason the original plaques on the entrance to the Villa Spada have been removed and 
replaced with new plaques; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46075/13]

05/11/2013WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Fol-
lowing the closure of the Embassy to the Holy See in November 2011, the Embassy to Italy and 
the residence of the Ambassador to Italy were relocated to the State owned Villa Spada, for-
merly occupied by the Embassy to the Holy See.  The change of plaques represents the change 
of designation of the building.

01/2013WRD02650Diplomatic Representation

05/11/2013WRD02700119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will agree to a meeting with representatives from an organisation (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46076/13]

05/11/2013WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
November 2011, the Government announced its decision to close Ireland’s Embassy to the 
Holy See.  This decision was driven by economic factors deriving from our need to cut public 
expenditure and focus the modest resources of our diplomatic service on economic recovery.  

The closure of the resident embassy to the Holy See has yielded substantial savings as it 
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enabled the significantly larger embassy to Italy, and the residence of the ambassador to Italy, 
to be relocated to the State-owned Villa Spada, which was formerly occupied by the embassy to 
the Holy See, thereby saving €445,000 per annum in rent on two properties.   

Since then, the organisation to which the Deputy refers has written to me on a number of oc-
casions outlining its opposition to the closure of the Embassy and seeking a meeting to discuss 
its re-instatement.  In response, I have assured the organisation that its views have been noted 
and have, in turn, set out the Government’s position in relation to the closure of the Embassy.  
I have advised the organisation that the Embassy to the Holy See will not be re-opened in the 
immediate term.

I do not believe that it would be helpful, at this point in time, to meet the organisation to 
discuss the matter.  

05/11/2013WRD02850Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRD02900120. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. 
[46088/13]

05/11/2013WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below. 

Name Position Held Qualifications  
(where stated)

Annual Salary

Mark Garrett Chief Adviser - Of-
fice of the Tánaiste

Postgraduate Dip 
in EU Competition 
Law, Masters in 
Communications, 
BA in History & 
Politics

€156,380

Colm O’Reardon Economic Ad-
viser – Office of the 
Tánaiste

First Class Honours 
Degree in Eco-
nomics, M. Phil in 
Economics, D. Phil 
in Economics 

€144,550

Jean O’Mahony Special Adviser – 
Tánaiste and Min-
ister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade

MSC Econ in Inter-
national Affairs

€81,676

Niamh Sweeney Special Adviser – 
Tánaiste and Min-
ister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade

BA in European 
Studies, MA in Jour-
nalism, MA in Busi-
ness & Economic 
Journalism 

€75,647

Doreen Foley Personal Assis-
tant – Office of the 
Tánaiste

_ €56,060
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Name Position Held Qualifications  
(where stated)

Annual Salary

Karen Griffin Personal Assistant – 
Constituency office

Certificate in Manag-
ing Organisations in 
the Voluntary Sector, 
BA Hons in Drama 
and Theatre Studies

€56,060

Anne Coleman Personal Secretary – 
Constituency office

_ €45,939

05/11/2013WRD03050Foreign Conflicts

05/11/2013WRD03100121. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his response to the ongoing charging of persons for their membership of political parties 
banned in the Basque; if he has engaged with Spanish officials on their lack of engagement in 
a peaceful process of resolution to the conflict instead of increasing its repression on political 
membership and protest activity by individuals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46168/13]

05/11/2013WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
closely followed developments in relation to the Basque Country since the declaration by ETA 
on 20 October 2011 that the organisation had “decided on the definitive cessation of its armed 
activity”.  The Government continues to support all efforts to achieve a definitive peace in the 
Basque Country and I hope that further progress can be made based on democratic principles 
and the rule of law.

European Council Meetings

05/11/2013WRD03300122. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will discuss the outcomes of the Foreign Affairs Council meeting that took place in Octo-
ber 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46263/13]

05/11/2013WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I at-
tended the most recent meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) which took place in Lux-
embourg on 21 October.  As the Deputy will be aware, this was the first formal Council meeting 
of EU Foreign Ministers since late August.  A wide range of issues were discussed and impor-
tant Conclusions were agreed across a number of key policy areas; these Conclusions may be 
accessed on the official EU website http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/
pressData/EN/foraff/139093.pdf.     

In her opening remarks, High Representative (HR) Ashton gave Ministers a brief overview 
of recent developments in Iran (latest round of nuclear talks), the Western Balkans (update on 
the Serbia-Kosovo dialogue and on the current situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) and the 
Maldives (elections). 

The first item for substantive discussion was the Eastern Partnership, where Ministers took 
stock of preparations for the Summit in Vilnius later this month (28-29 November).  This Sum-
mit will mark an important step forward in the Union’s relationship with its Eastern neighbours.  
There was broad support amongst partners for the initialling of Association Agreements with 
Georgia and Moldova in Vilnius.  In addition there was an exchange of views on the progress 
achieved to date by Ukraine to enable the signing of the Association Agreement at the Summit; 
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this was also the subject of an informal ministerial level breakfast meeting between members 
of the Council and Ukraine which I attended immediately before the FAC.  I joined with my EU 
counterparts in welcoming the advances made to date by Ukraine in implementing key reforms 
and underlined the importance of further progress towards achieving the benchmarks.  

Under the Southern Neighbourhood agenda item, discussions focused on recent develop-
ments in Egypt, Syria and Libya; I will address each point separately.

On Egypt, HR Ashton updated Ministers on her recent visit to the region.  The situation re-
mains tense and many partners – myself included – highlighted concerns related to the security 
situation generally, the repression of the political opposition, the detention of political prisoners 
and the treatment of religious minorities.  During my intervention, I specifically raised Ireland’s 
concern for the four Irish nationals who remain in detention in Egypt.  While appreciating 
Egyptian security concerns in relation to the Sinai, I also expressed concern about the impact 
on the worsening humanitarian situation in Gaza.  Conclusions were adopted on a report of the 
Court of Auditors concerning EU Co-operation with Egypt in the field of governance. 

Ministers discussed developments in Libya with a focus on the security situation, related 
migration issues and the recent horrific drowning of some 500 people off the island of Lampe-
dusa.  Partners expressed sorrow for the tragic loss of life and we also conveyed our support for 
the rescue workers operating in extremely challenging circumstances.

Ministers reviewed developments in relation to Syria with particular reference to the OPCW 
chemical weapons disarmament process, the prospects for the ‘Geneva II’ talks and the ever-
challenging humanitarian situation.  While welcoming the encouraging progress made in recent 
weeks on the disarmament issue, the Council underlined the need to maintain the momentum 
behind the ‘Geneva II’ process and to prioritise the alleviation of the humanitarian suffering.  
I took the opportunity to echo these concerns in my intervention, voicing Ireland’s continuing 
support for Joint Special Representative Brahimi and informing partners of Ireland’s contribu-
tion of €200,000 to the OPCW disarmament efforts.  The FAC adopted Conclusions which 
emphasised the need for a political solution to the crisis in Syria and for safe and unhindered 
humanitarian access to all populations in need of assistance throughout the country.  The EU 
is the largest international donor of assistance to the Syrian people and Ireland, for its part, has 
contributed a total of €13.8m to date.    

Finally, Ministers also discussed recent developments in Myanmar/Burma.  HR Ashton 
briefed us on the progress of the EU Taskforce and the preparations for her visit there this 
month.  Over lunch, the FAC met with Nobel Peace Prize laureate and opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi.  Discussions focused on how the EU might best support democratic reforms in 
Myanmar/Burma.  For my part, I emphasised in my remarks, Ireland’s commitment to step up 
assistance to Myanmar/Burma in the context of our new programme of support, the details of 
which I hope to finalise in the weeks ahead. 

Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

05/11/2013WRD03500123. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of Irish embassies and diplomatic missions in use; the number of staff assigned 
to each mission; the costs of operating same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46855/13]

05/11/2013WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s diplomatic network includes 56 Embassies, 7 multilateral missions and 10 Consulates 
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General and other offices.  In addition to their country of residence, many Ambassadors are also 
accredited to additional countries on a concurrent basis which enhances the cost-effectiveness 
of our external representation.   

Our missions abroad work very closely with the state agencies in the promotion of exports, 
tourism and inward investment.  They perform also a wide range of functions in support of Ire-
land’s foreign policy interests.  These include representing and advancing government policies 
with other states and in international organisations, in particular the EU and the UN; economic, 
trade and cultural promotion; frontline consular and passport services to citizens overseas; en-
gaging with and supporting Irish communities, and managing Ireland’s overseas development 
programmes in Ireland’s key partner countries.  

The figures provided in the table below for our overseas missions include both Vote 28 - 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and Vote 27 - International Co-operation.  The effective implementa-
tion of the aid programme necessarily entails additional management and oversight costs which 
are included in the figures provided.  In addition to 25 locally recruited core staff, in the region 
of 180 locally-employed staff are engaged on the development co-operation side to meet techni-
cal requirements in specific programme areas.  The numbers of such staff in each mission at any 
time varies in accordance with programme requirements. 

Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 Assistant Secretary
Abu Dhabi 1 Third Secretary 4 428,968

1 Counsellor
Abuja 1 Third Secretary 5 309,070

1 Counsellor
2 Development Spe-
cialist
1 Higher Executive 
Officer

Addis Ababa 1 Junior Professional 
Intern

4 477,059

1 Assistant Secretary
1 Assistant Principal 
Officer

Ankara 1 Third Secretary 4 438,195
1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary

Athens 1 Higher Executive 
Officer

5.3* 466,534

Atlanta 1 First Secretary 1 175,731
1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

Beijing 1 Third Secretary 12 931,142
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Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 Second Secretary 
General
3 First Secretary/
APO

Berlin 1 Third Secretary 6 950,225
1 Assistant Secretary

Berne 1 Third Secretary 3 496,260
1 First Secretary

Boston 1 Third Secretary 3 424,996
1 Counsellor

Brasilia 1 Third Secretary 4 569,663
Bratislava 1 First Secretary 2 281,327

1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary
1 Higher Executive 
Officer

Brussels (Embassy – 
including PfP repre-
sentation)

1 Clerical Officer 4 1,034,224

2 Assistant Secretary
2 Counsellor
11 First Secretary/
APO
2 Third Secretary
1 Higher Executive 
Officer
2 Executive Officer

Brussels (Permanent 
Representation to the 
European Union)

17 Clerical Officer 6 3,669,434

1 Assistant Secretary
Bucharest 1 First Secretary 5 494,007

1 Counsellor
Budapest 1 Third Secretary 4 460,199

1 Counsellor
Buenos Aires 1 Third Secretary 3.4* 408,638

1 Counsellor
1 Assistant Principal 
Officer

Cairo 1 Third Secretary 6 433,008
1 Counsellor

Canberra 1 First Secretary 7.1* 941,323
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Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 First Secretary
Chicago 1 Third Secretary 3.4* 358,286

1 Second Secretary 
General

Copenhagen 1 Third Secretary 4.4* 437,810
1 Principal Develop-
ment Specialist
1 Senior Develop-
ment Specialist
2 Development Spe-
cialist
1 Higher Executive 
Officer

Dar-Es-Salaam 1 Junior Professional 
Intern

3 871,975

1 First Secretary
Edinburgh 1 Clerical Officer 1 261,803

1 Development Spe-
cialist

Freetown 1 Third Secretary 1 273,750
1 Assistant Secretary
4 First Secretary
2 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer
1 Junior Professional 
Intern
2 Interns

Geneva (Perma-
nent Mission to the 
United Nations)
(Including temporary 
extra staff relating to 
Ireland’s member-
ship of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council)

1 Clerical Officer 3.5* 1,517,915

1 Counsellor
1 Senior Develop-
ment Specialist
1 Development Spe-
cialist
1 Third Secretary

Hanoi 1 Clerical Officer 3 602,000
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Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 Counsellor
Helsinki 1 Third Secretary 3 534,468

(Ambassador post 
currently vacant)
1 Senior Develop-
ment Specialist

Kampala 1 Third Secretary 4 1,526,980
1 Assistant Secretary

Kuala Lumpur 1 Third Secretary 5.5* 418,108
1 Principal Develop-
ment Specialist
1 Senior Develop-
ment Specialist
1 Third Secretary

Lilongwe 1 Junior Professional 
Intern

1 543,420

1 Counsellor
Lisbon 1 Third Secretary 3 429,263

1 Counsellor
Ljubljana 1 Third Secretary 3 424,662

1 Assistant Secretary
2 Counsellor
3 First Secretary/
APO
2 Third Secretary
2 Higher Executive 
Officer
4 Executive Officer
2 Staff Officer

London (including  
Passport office)

8 Clerical Officer 13.5* 3,275,415

1 Principal Officer
1 Development Spe-
cialist
1 Third Secretary

Lusaka 1 Junior Professional 
Intern

3 1,103,200

Luxembourg 1 First Secretary 4 406,978
1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

Madrid 1 Third Secretary 10 1,026,844
1 Counsellor
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Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 Senior Develop-
ment Specialist
2 Development Spe-
cialist
1 Third Secretary

Maputo 1 Junior Professional 
Intern

3 996,701

1 Counsellor
Maseru 1 Senior Develop-

ment Specialist
2 561,510

1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary

Mexico 1 Third Secretary 5 487,952
1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

Moscow 2 Clerical Officer 9 799,665
1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary

New Delhi 1 Third Secretary 6 971,196
1 Counsellor1 First 
Secretary
1 Third Secretary

New York - Consul-
ate General

1 Executive Officer 12 1,927,749

1 Assistant Secretary
1 Counsellor
4 First Secretary
2 Third Secretary

New York (Perma-
nent Mission to the 
United Nations)

1 Executive Officer 6 1,936,417

Nicosia 1 First Secretary 3 274,940
1 Counsellor

Oslo 1 Third Secretary 3 650,895
1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

Ottawa 1 Third Secretary 5 647,313
1 Assistant Secretary
1 Counsellor
3 First Secretary



Questions - Written Answers

152

Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

Paris incl. the Per-
manent Mission to 
the Organisation for 
Economic Coop-
eration and Develop-
ment and UNESCO)

2 Third Secretary 14 1,720,595

1 Counsellor
Prague 1 Higher Executive 

Officer
5 561,301

1 Assistant Secretary
2 First Secretary

Pretoria 1 Third Secretary 8 1,000,658
1 Counsellor

Ramallah 1 Third Secretary 4 422,301
Riga 1 First Secretary 2 191,834

1 Counsellor
Riyadh 1 Third Secretary 8 353,892

1 Deputy Secretary
Rome 1 First Secretary 8.8* 1,007,897

1 First Secretary
San Francisco 1 Third Secretary 3 371,898

1 Counsellor
Seoul 1 Third Secretary 4 806,580

1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

Shanghai 1 Clerical Officer 4 613,519
1 Assistant Secretary

Singapore 1 Third Secretary 4 891,147
1 Counsellor

Sofia 1 Higher Executive 
Officer

4 393,879

1 Counsellor
Stockholm 1 Third Secretary 3 568,195

1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary

Strasbourg 1 Intern 3 415,255
1 First Secretary

Sydney 1 Third Secretary 3 747,491
Tallinn 1 First Secretary 2 401,716

1 Assistant Secretary
Tel Aviv 1 First Secretary 3.5* 694,147
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Mission Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged 
(including agency) 
administrative, 
clerical and other 
support staff

Budget Allocation 
2013

1 Assistant Secretary
1 Assistant Principal

The Hague 1 Third Secretary 5 772,325
1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary1 
Third Secretary

Tokyo 7 1,391,689
Valletta 1 First Secretary 2 337,661

1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

Vienna (Embassy) 1 Third Secretary 5 695,595
1 Assistant Secretary

Vienna (Permanent 
Mission to the Or-
ganisation for Secu-
rity and Cooperation 
in Europe)

1 First Secretary 3 464,175

1 Counsellor
Vilnius 1 Third Secretary 3 351,944

1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

Warsaw 1 Third Secretary 4 777,827
1 Deputy Secretary
1 Counsellor
3 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer

Washington DC 1 Clerical Officer 8 1,148,202

The above table does not include Consulates headed by Honorary Consuls, the staff of 
which are not employees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

*Full Time Equivalent – this number takes account of officers on work-sharing arrange-
ments.

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 113.

Overseas Development Aid Issues

05/11/2013WRD03800125. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade if he has examined the reduction in overseas aid budgets of other troika programme or 
bailout countries; his views on whether the scale of the Irish overseas aid budget is proportion-
ate to our means in comparison to our EU colleagues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47015/13]

05/11/2013WRD03900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme and to its 
place at the heart of Irish foreign policy.   The programme reflects the values of the Irish people 
and is a concrete expression of our determination to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  
Our new policy on international development - One World, One Future  - maintains the Govern-
ment’s focus on assisting the poorest countries and communities, particularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa, renews the focus of the programme in terms of our trading and economic interest with 
the developing world, and reconfirms the Government’s commitment to achieving the UN tar-
get of providing 0.7% of GNP for Official Development Assistance (ODA) when economic 
circumstances permit.

Over the past three years, despite the very difficult economic circumstances facing the coun-
try, the unprecedented demands on the exchequer and the imperative to reduce the fiscal imbal-
ance in the public finances, this Government has managed to largely stabilise our ODA budget.  
This must be seen as a very significant achievement, particularly in light of the challenging 
budgetary constraints we faced in that period.  It represents a clear demonstration of the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to the international aid programme. 

The most recent data published by the OECD Development Assistance Committee relates to 
aid flows for 2012 and shows that ODA budgets across many donors are under some pressure as 
Governments have reduced spending in response to the financial crisis.  However, the data also 
clearly shows that Ireland continued to be a generous donor by international standards.    

US Surveillance in EU Institutions

05/11/2013WRD04000126. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the actions he has taken in response to the alleged surveillance of government and civilian com-
munications in Europe by US authorities; if he has established if any such surveillance took 
place here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47025/13]

05/11/2013WRD04100127. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 24 of 2 October 2013, if he will provide any subsequent 
information relating to and arising from his response and the Topical Issue raised on 2 July in 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47026/13]

05/11/2013WRD04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 126 and 127 together. 

Following allegations of US surveillance of European Union institutions earlier this year, 
the EU has engaged regularly with the US authorities in both Washington and Brussels to seek 
clarification on the issues raised.    

An EU-US High Level Expert Group on data protection has been established, where this 
and related matters are discussed. The EU is represented on this working group by the European 
Commission, the Presidency of the Council and the European External Action Service (EEAS), 
and the work of the group is ongoing.  A number of meetings have already taken place in Brus-
sels and in Washington.  The next meeting is expected to take place on 6 November in Brussels.   
Following this work, the Commission and the Presidency are expected to issue a public, factual 
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report which will be followed by an assessment and recommendations before the end of the 
year.

As regards the allegations of spying on EU delegations, High Representative Catherine 
Ashton raised EU concerns directly with US Secretary of State John Kerry and National Secu-
rity Advisor Susan Rice on several occasions.  I understand that more contacts at various levels 
have been established since to further discuss the allegations and obtain clarifications on the 
surveillance activities undertaken by the US with regard to EU delegations. 

At their European Council meeting of 24/25 October last, EU Heads of State and Govern-
ment issued a statement on the more recent developments concerning possible intelligence 
issues and the deep concerns that these events have raised among European citizens.  They 
underlined the close relationship between Europe and the United States and the value of that 
partnership.  They expressed their conviction that the partnership must be based on respect and 
trust, including as regards the work and co-operation of secret services.

For our part, and as I have outlined in a reply to a previous parliamentary question, the Gov-
ernment’s concerns have been conveyed bilaterally in contacts with the US Embassy in Dublin.   
While the House will appreciate that it is not the practice to comment in detail on surveillance 
and security issues and that the Minister for Justice and Equality has primary responsibility in 
this area, we do not have any information that would indicate that surveillance took place here 
in Ireland.  I wish to reiterate that any such surveillance here would be unacceptable to us.      

Foreign Conflicts

05/11/2013WRE00200128. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a person (details supplied) with their expertise in dealing with the Northern Ireland 
peace process has been able to assist efforts in respect of peace in Syria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [47032/13]

05/11/2013WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land is actively engaged on the many humanitarian, legal and political issues presented by the 
Syrian conflict and contributes to the formulation of international policies on Syria in many 
fora.  Officials at all levels based in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s headquarters 
and its network of missions abroad are involved in these efforts.  I have repeatedly discussed 
international concerns over developments in Syria with fellow EU Foreign Ministers at meet-
ings of the Foreign Affairs Council, at the UN General Assembly, as well as in bilateral meet-
ings with other Foreign Ministers.  Ireland’s position of strong support for efforts to achieve a 
political resolution of the crisis and to address its dire humanitarian consequences for Syria and 
the wider region is very much in line with current international efforts and thinking, including 
that of the Holy See.  

No invitation has been extended to Heads of Mission accredited to the Vatican to attend the 
meeting planned for 21 November referred to in the Deputy’s question.  I understand that the 
meeting referred to will be attended by His Holiness, Pope Francis, Patriarchs and Archbish-
ops of the Eastern Churches, and is taking place in the context of a Congregation for Oriental 
Churches conference marking 50 years of Vatican II.

Diplomatic Representation

05/11/2013WRE00400129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the official visits made to Rome by a person (details supplied) 
since their appointment and with whom they have spoken in other parts of the Roman Curia; if 
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the person met with Irish officials in the Curia; the cultural initiatives that have been promoted 
by the Irish Government in the Roman Curia, the Cultural Institutions of the Holy See Vati-
can Library, Vatican Archives, Vatican Museums, Vatican Astronomical Observatories, and the 
Academies of Science during this persons tenure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47033/13]

05/11/2013WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Deputy will appreciate the necessity for Ambassadors to conduct official business with a de-
gree of discretion, and for that reason I do not propose to provide a list of persons with whom 
the Ambassador has met since his appointment.  However, I can assure the Deputy that I am 
satisfied with the range of the Ambassador’s diplomatic contacts, both within the Secretariat of 
State and the Roman Curia more widely, in particular in the relevant Pontifical Councils and 
Congregations, including with Irish officials.

Ambassador Cooney has travelled to the Holy See on numerous occasions since the an-
nouncement of the Embassy closure in November 2011, the vast majority of which visits have 
taken place since he presented credentials in May 2012.  In this context, the Ambassador has 
attended a full range of events, including the inauguration of Pope Francis to which he accom-
panied the President, and was present at the Pope’s subsequent meeting with the Diplomatic 
Corps.  During our Presidency earlier this year, for example, he hosted a meeting for European 
Union Heads of Mission at which the Holy See’s Undersecretary for Relations with States was 
the guest of honour.

I am satisfied that the current arrangement for Ireland’s representation at the Holy See is the 
most effective possible in light of the resource constraints faced by my Department.

Diplomatic Representation

05/11/2013WRE00600130. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the recourse or assistance available to the family of an Irish passport holder who is found 
dead in a foreign country and whose manner of death as outlined by that country’s police is 
contradicted by a highly regarded and competent investigator; if there is any requirements on 
the Irish Government to take up the case on a government to government basis and insist on a 
new and impartial investigation into the entire circumstances of the Irish citizen’s death; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [47055/13]

05/11/2013WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers, which occurred in Botswana in 2006.  My De-
partment through the Embassy of Ireland in Maputo and the Consular Assistance Section in 
Dublin has provided consular assistance to the family of the deceased following his death and 
throughout the subsequent investigations.  I wish to advise the Deputy that following the 2007 
report of the initial investigation by Botswana Police and an inquest held in the Coroners court 
in Mallow in 2007, the case was reviewed by the Botswana Department of Defence, Justice and 
Security.  The Report of the Review issued in 2011 took account of the report of the private 
investigator, to which the Deputy refers.  As the Deputy will appreciate, it is not appropriate for 
this Department to request a further investigation in this case, however, if the family wish to 
write a letter of complaint to the Botswana authorities, my Department will follow up on this.  
The family may wish to engage a lawyer in Botswana if they intend to pursue this case through 
the legal system in that country.

My Department remains available to provide consular assistance to the family. 
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Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRE00800131. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his 
Department’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47078/13]

05/11/2013WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has responsibility for Vote 27 -International Coop-
eration, and Vote 28 - the Departmental vote.  Budget 2014 provides a gross allocation to the 
Department in respect of both Votes in the sum of € 693 m, consisting of € 687 m in current ex-
penditure and € 6.5 m in capital expenditure.  The main monetary effect year-on-year therefore 
is a reduction in overall terms of € 22 m compared with the 2013 Estimate, as revised.  

This is accounted for by the reduction in the overall allocation for Vote 27 in respect of De-
velopment Cooperation; the absence of provision under Vote 28 in respect of the EU Presidency 
following its successful completion in 2013; and reductions in pay affecting staff across both 
Votes in line with the terms of the Haddington Road Agreement.  

The Department is currently in the process of finalising its detailed budgets and profiles for 
2014 based on the needs of the programmes for which it is responsible and the overall alloca-
tions made on Budget Day. 

Northern Ireland Issues

05/11/2013WRE01000132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has raised with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State the serious issues relating to col-
lusion outlined in the recent publication, Lethal Allies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47095/13]

05/11/2013WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
author of the book to which the Deputy refers kindly briefed my officials on the main conclu-
sions shortly in advance of publication.  Several of the murders mentioned would have been 
raised with the British side over the years, following representations from politicians and clergy 
in the area.  We are now examining the text in detail and will consider further action in light of 
that examination.  Dealing with the legacy of the past is an issue which is essential if we are to 
make greater progress towards reconciliation and a shared society.  The Government supports 
the work of the Panel of Parties established by the First Minister and deputy First Minister to 
look at dealing with the past, with parades and with flags and emblems.  When I met with the 
Independent Chair of the Panel Dr. Haass in Dublin last week we discussed how best to deal 
with the legacy of the past.  I offered whatever support possible from the Irish Government to 
help him in his work. 

My Department is in on-going contact with a number of victims’ groups, including many of 
those who lost loved ones in the incidents set out in the book to which the Deputy refers.  The 
grief and suffering they have had to endure unites them with the experience of thousands of 
other families who suffered loss and harm through violence.  It is essential that, as we seek to 
move to a better future for all the people of this island, we acknowledge those who have suf-
fered most from the conflict and work to build a reconciled society.

Tax Reliefs Abolition

05/11/2013WRE01200133. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if payments made under circular 
letter S.3/2007 of 22 January 2007 are subject to income tax; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45682/13]
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05/11/2013WRE01300147. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance following budget 2014, if 
he will outline what the taxation treatment of retirement the gratuity payment for local authority 
councillors will be following the abolition of top slicing relief; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45635/13]

05/11/2013WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 
and 147 together.  

Circular letter S.3/2007 of 22 January 2007 sets out the payments made to local authority 
councillors on retirement.

Section 4 of the Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 provides for the cessation of Top Slicing Relief 
in respect of any payments chargeable to tax under section 123 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, which are made on or after 1 January 2014.  All other reliefs or exemptions in relation to 
such termination payments continue to apply as appropriate. 

Interpretation of tax law is a function of the Revenue Commissioners and I am informed by 
them that the payments to local authority councillors on retirement are taxable under section 
123 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 with the exemptions and reliefs provided for by way 
of section 201 and Schedule 3 to that Act.  This is the same relief provided to all other employ-
ees in receipt of an ex-gratia payment on redundancy or termination of an office or employment.

Under section 201 an individual claimant is entitled to a basic exemption of €10,160 plus an 
additional €765 for each full year of service.  Where the individual has no pension lump sum 
entitlement or has waived his or her right to that pension an increased exemption of €10,000 is 
also available under Schedule 3 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  Otherwise the €10,000 
figure is reduced by the actuarial (current use value) amount of that lump sum entitlement. 

In addition, Schedule 3 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for the Standard Capi-
tal Superannuation Benefit (SCSB) which be claimed where the SCSB as determined exceeds 
the basic and increased exemption.  This relief is determined by reference to the average earn-
ings of the claimant over the previous 36 months of employment, the SCSB is calculated as the 
average pay for the last three years multiplied by the number of complete years of service, and 
then divided by 15, less any pension lump sum entitlement.

Top Slicing relief, which continues to be available in respect of ex-gratia payments made up 
to 31 December 2013, is determined by reference to the average effective rate of tax charged 
over the 3 previous years of assessment on the taxable element of the ex-gratia payment, as 
compared to the tax payable on the same payment at the marginal rates of tax in the current year.

Top Slicing Relief will not be available where the payments to local authority councillors on 
retirement are made on after 1 January 2014.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRE01500134. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the reason a self-employed 
person pays more income tax than a PAYE earner when the Government is trying to incentivise 
entrepreneurial activity.  [46000/13]

05/11/2013WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For the purpose of this reply, it is as-
sumed that the Deputy is referring to entitlement to the PAYE tax credit.  On that basis, the 
position is that the PAYE allowance, as it was then, was introduced in 1980 to improve the tax 
progression of PAYE taxpayers and to take account of the fact that the self-employed generally 
then had the advantage of paying tax on a preceding year basis.  The argument was also made 
at the time that the general scheme of allowances for expenses discriminated against employees 
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and in favour of other taxpayers.  There have been some changes since 1980.  For example, 
the self-employed now pay tax on a current year basis. In addition, the PAYE allowance has 
become a tax credit.  However, significant timing benefits remain, depending on the accounting 
period used by the taxpayer.  In addition, the expenses regime remains somewhat more liberal 
than that afforded to employees and therefore the self-employed can actually pay less tax when 
compared to a PAYE worker on the same income. 

Notwithstanding the above, to extend the PAYE tax credit to the self-employed would also 
be extremely costly to achieve.  However, as the Deputy is aware, I did announce in my Budget 
Speech a package of 25 measures costing over €500m to promote jobs and growth.  I believe 
that these measures will assist new business and small business and provide support for em-
ployers in almost every sector.   

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRE01700135. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering mak-
ing a distinction in the capital gains tax regime to incentivise entrepreneurial activity by way 
of returns to investors versus returns from investment in non-productive speculative activity.  
[46001/13]

05/11/2013WRE01800137. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the way planned changes to 
the capital gains tax regime for 2014 in terms of entrepreneurial relief are to be monitored over 
the course of 2014 in terms of their effectiveness.  [46003/13]

05/11/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 135 
and 137 together. 

The CGT entrepreneurial relief provided for by Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 will apply to 
active entrepreneurs who invest in new businesses, engaged in relevant trading activities (as 
defined), carried on by them personally or through qualifying companies controlled by them 
in which they are full-time working directors.  The relief is intended to apply to productive en-
terprises that will generate employment and will not therefore apply to passive investors or to 
investments in passive activities.

The benefit of the proposed entrepreneur relief will arise on the ultimate disposal by quali-
fying entrepreneurs of the chargeable business assets in which they invest.  These chargeable 
business assets must be held for a minimum of three years and the other applicable conditions 
must be satisfied to qualify for relief. 

Taxpayers are required to include in their tax returns details of chargeable assets acquired 
each year.  However, it will only be on a future disposal that entitlement to the relief can be 
determined.  Accordingly, it will be 2017 at the earliest before any tax relief under this provi-
sion will arise.  From 2017, the relief may be claimed by qualifying entrepreneurs in their tax 
returns.  These returns will require appropriate details in relation to the relief so that statistical 
information will be available to establish the extent to which the relief is availed of.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRE02000136. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
EIIS is too complicated and if he will provide an update on the changes that are planned to im-
prove take-up of this scheme in 2014 and the way its effectiveness is to be measured throughout 
the year.  [46002/13]

05/11/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Employment and Investment In-
centive (EII) is a tax incentive which provides income tax relief for investment in certain cor-
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porate trades.  Relief is initially available to an individual at 30%, with a further 11% tax relief 
available where it has been proven that employment levels have increased at the company at 
the end of the holding period.  The EII commenced on 25 November 2011.  Prior to this the 
Business Expansion Scheme (BES) was in operation.  As part of Budget 2013 I announced a 10 
point tax reform plan to help small business.  One of the measures in this plan was the exten-
sion of the EII from its current expiration date of the end of 2013 to the end of 2020 in order to 
provide certainty to investors and companies. 

In addition to the extension of the scheme, I also announced the inclusion of hotels, guest 
houses and self-catering accommodation in the EII, subject to certain conditions.

In the recent Budget I also announced that the EII will be removed from the high earners’ re-
striction for a period of three years in the hope that it will stimulate further investment in SMEs.

I do not consider the scheme to be too complicated.  When the EII was introduced in 2011, it 
greatly simplified the application process when compared to the process that had been in place 
under the BES.

  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 135.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRE02300138. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered adapting 
the EIIS to make it more competitive similar to the EIS scheme in the UK.  [46004/13]

05/11/2013WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): According to the UK Revenue website, 
the UK Enterprise Investment Scheme (EIS) provides 30% relief for investment in qualifying 
companies where shares are held for a minimum of three years.  The Employment and Invest-
ment Incentive (EII) is broadly similar to the EIS.  However, the level of tax relief available is 
more generous than the UK scheme. 

The EII provides tax relief of 30% on investments made in small and certain medium-sized 
enterprises, including early stage enterprises, with the possibility of a further 11% tax relief at 
the end of the three year holding period.  This additional 11% relief is not subject to the high 
earners’ restriction.

In addition, as part of the recent Budget, I announced that the initial 30% relief will be re-
moved from the high earners’ restriction for a period of three years in order to encourage further 
investment in SMEs.

The incentive was previously known as the Business Expansion Scheme and was signifi-
cantly amended in 2011 to target limited Exchequer resources towards job creation.  As part of 
these changes, access to the incentive was made available to the majority of small and medium-
sized companies.   

NAMA Portfolio Issues

05/11/2013WRE02500139. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the list of the National Asset Man-
agement Agency properties in the Dublin area.  [46148/13]

05/11/2013WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, NAMA 
does not own or manage properties.  NAMA’s role is that of a secured lender and it is subject 
to similar legal requirements as other lenders that preclude it from disclosing details relating to 
properties owned by its debtors.  NAMA does, however, publish a list of Receiver-controlled 
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properties; this is available on its website, www.nama.ie, and is searchable by country/area.

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRE02700140. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding single 
parents’ allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46335/13]

05/11/2013WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  Given the dif-
ficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to 
ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary refocused in order that they can achieve 
the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in 
respect of the same child is unsustainable.   

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only.  The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.  

Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  Practical imple-
mentation issues, such as that which you have raised, are being considered as part of the Fi-
nance Bill process. 

VAT Exemptions

05/11/2013WRE02900141. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance the measures he will take to as-
sist small businesses which will be faced with 13.5% VAT on their water bills from 1 January 
2014; the action he will take to reduce this cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46604/13]

05/11/2013WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The supply of water by local authorities 
is currently exempt from VAT.  This VAT exemption will continue to apply to supplies of water 
made by Irish Water from 1 January 2014.  In this context, there will be no additional VAT bur-
den on water charges to small businesses by Irish Water.

Cycle to Work Scheme Numbers

05/11/2013WRE03100142. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of bicycles grant aided in each county in the cycle to work scheme since the 
introduction of the scheme in 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47057/13]

05/11/2013WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The cycle to work scheme came into 
operation on 1 January 2009.  With a view to keeping the scheme simple and reducing adminis-
tration on the part of employers, there is no notification procedure for employers involved.  Ac-
cordingly, the Revenue Commissioners do not have statistics on the uptake of the scheme.  The 
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scheme operates on a self-administration basis, and relief is automatically available provided 
the employer is satisfied that the conditions of their particular scheme meet the requirements of 
the legislation.

The purchase of bicycles and associated safety equipment by employers for employees 
or directors is subject to the normal Revenue audit procedure with the normal obligations on 
employers to maintain records (e.g. delivery dockets, invoices, payments details, etc.).  The 
employer is also obliged to keep all salary sacrifice agreements entered into between the em-
ployer and employees/directors, together with all signed statements from employees/directors 
regarding use of the bicycles and safety equipment.

It was estimated at the time of the introduction of the scheme that approximately 7,000 em-
ployees would avail of it over the first five-year period of its operation at a cost of €0.4 million 
in a full year.  However anecdotal evidence would suggest that the scheme has been consider-
ably more successful than this.  The exemption may apply only once in any five year period in 
respect of any employee. 

Property Taxation Collection

05/11/2013WRE03300143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on the local 
property tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47110/13]

05/11/2013WRE03400202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the arrangements that apply 
for persons who wish to pay their local property tax liability for 2014 by credit card; if he will 
specify the relevant payment dates that apply to such persons; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46491/13]

05/11/2013WRE03500214. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding payment 
of the local property tax and the different payment dates for payment by credit/debit card, and 
the single debit authority option in March 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46815/13]

05/11/2013WRE03600215. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Revenue Com-
missioners have set the date of the end of November for payment of the 2014 local property tax 
for the persons who pay by credit card; the penalties that will apply to persons who pay later 
than this date; if the Revenue Commissioners will consider extending the card payments dead-
line date beyond November until the end of the year, in line with dates for persons paying via 
other methods; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46879/13]

05/11/2013WRE03700216. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the due date 
for the 2014 property tax liability in respect of persons who choose to make payment by cash, 
cheque and debit transfer; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46881/13]

05/11/2013WRE03800229. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify issues in 
relation to the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46999/13]

05/11/2013WRE03900232. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with the 
Revenue Commissioners to extend the closing date for the 2014 property tax returns by at least 
one month; if he will introduce flexible arrangements for stage payments for householders who 
may have opted for yearly once off payments in 2013 but now due to changes in financial cir-
cumstances and hardship for many of these householders that a more flexible option be granted 
to these people; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47059/13]

05/11/2013WRE04000239. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he was informed of the deci-
sion to pre-charge home owners who pay by credit or debit card for the 2014 property tax; if 
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he was not, the level in the Revenue Commissioners such a decision was taken and if he will 
indicate if he has met with the person or persons responsible since the decision was taken; if his 
attention has been drawn to the public outrage at such a decision and the deep public concern at 
the apparent absence of any forward planning or consideration of family budgeting in the pre-
Christmas period; if he will instruct the Revenue Commissioners to push the deadline for such 
payments into the new year; and if he will immediately review all local property tax operations 
in the Revenue Commissioners with the aim of significantly improving customer service, plan-
ning, and guidance on the local property tax.  [47101/13]

05/11/2013WRE04100252. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the reason certain payment 
methods, debit/credit card and cheque, for the 2014 local property tax require payment to be 
taken in 2013; the options that are available to property owners liable for the 2014 local prop-
erty tax who wish their payment to be taken in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47136/13]

05/11/2013WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143, 
202, 214 to 216, inclusive, 229, 232, 239 and 252 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they recently wrote to over 960,000 prop-
erty owners who paid their 2013 LPT by lump sum (i.e. by debit/credit card, cash, cheque/
postal order or single debit authority) or by way of regular cash payments.  In the letter, the 
Commissioners asked these property owners to reply to Revenue indicating their payment pref-
erence for 2014.

Letters were not sent to property owners who paid their 2013 LPT by deduction at source 
from salary/occupational pension or from certain Government payments or direct debit, or to 
those who opted to defer their full LPT liability or those who claimed an exemption, as all of 
these options will simply roll over and continue to apply for 2014.   No action is required to be 
taken by these property owners, unless they wish to change to a different payment method for 
2014.  

Payment Options

As I have informed the House on numerous occasions in the past, the LPT provides for a 
range of payment options and property owners can choose the one that best suits their particular 
circumstances.  I am advised that no matter how the LPT charge for 2013 was paid, property 
owners can choose any of the available options to pay their 2014 liability and can decide wheth-
er to pay the tax in full or to spread payments over the course of 2014.  Property owners can:

- Spread their payments evenly throughout 2014 by way of direct debit or deduction from 
salary, pension or Government payment (direct debits commence on 15 January 2014);

- Spread their payments by making regular payments, weekly or monthly, throughout 2014 
at service providers listed (An Post, Payzone and Omnivend);

- Pay in full by Single Debit Authority (like a cheque) which will be debited by Revenue on 
21 March 2014;

- Pay in full by 1 January 2014 through service providers listed (An Post, Payzone and Om-
nivend);

- Pay by cheque or postal order by 1 January 2014;

- Pay in full now by debit/credit card. 
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LPT Legislation

Section 119 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) sets out the dates 
for payment of the Local Property Tax (LPT).  For the year 2014, the payment due date is 1 
January 2014.  The legislation also makes provision for property owners to pay the tax for 2014 
in equal instalments over the period 1 January 2014 to end December 2014.

I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that there is no requirement on any 
property owner to pay their LPT for 2014 before 1 January 2014.  I can also absolutely state that 
no penalties apply if a person does not pay before then as the tax is not due until 1 January 2014.  
The only action a property owner is required to take now is to decide on their payment method 
for 2014 and submit the payment instruction to Revenue by the relevant due date (which is 7 
November 2013 for paper filers, or 27 November 2013 for on-line filers) and this is clearly stat-
ed in the letters recently issued by the Commissioners.  The date of 7 November is provided for 
in the LPT legislation (the 27 November date is a concession on Revenue’s part, in accordance 
with their normal arrangements for online filers).  The legislation requires property owners to 
advise Revenue of their payment method.  Notice is required to put the necessary arrangements 
in place to ensure that phased payments by way of deduction at source from employment or oc-
cupational pension income or from certain payments from the Departments of Social Protection 
and Agriculture, Food and the Marine will start in January 2014 and spread payment of the full 
LPT liability evenly over the course of 2014.    

Regarding the comparisons made in Question No. 46999/13 between the payment arrange-
ments for LPT and those for the self-employed, I am advised that the reference to June/July 
is incorrect.  I am also advised that the range of options available are similar except that LPT 
provides significantly more flexibility by facilitating monthly direct debit payments or weekly/
monthly deduction at source and cash payment options.  

Communications

I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputies that the process for 2014 is 
much simpler than 2013 because there is no need for property owners to assess the value of 
their properties.  Property owners are only required to confirm how they intend to pay the tax 
for 2014.  This was clearly indicated in the letters that issued recently.  As part of Revenue’s 
public communications campaign, an information advertisement was included in the national 
and local papers during the last two weeks of October.  In addition, the Revenue website in-
cludes a dedicated page outlining what property owners are required to do for 2014.  Revenue 
spokespeople have also taken part in a large number of national and local media interviews and 
continue to do so.  The Commissioners have also issued a briefing note to all parliamentary as-
sistants of Oireachtas Members providing clarification on what property owners are required to 
do now and the range of payment options that are available for paying the tax.

Lump sum payments by Debit/Credit Card

Much of the recent public and political comment has focussed on the fact that one of the 
payment options available, i.e. payment on-line by debit or credit card results in immediate 
deduction of the liability on the day the transaction is made.  This has led to assertions that 
Revenue is requiring payment to be made during 2013 for a 2014 liability.  This is emphatically 
not the case and neither is it the case that payment by debit/credit in 2013 is the only option 
available to property owners who wish to pay in full in one single payment.  Those who opt to 
pay the tax by debit or credit card have up to 27 November 2013 to choose this payment option 
online.  Revenue have informed me that they are getting queries from the public as to why they 
do not retain credit/debit card details for a number of weeks.  The answer is that in line with 
data protection requirements and more specifically best practice in relation to data retention, 
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Revenue does not and should not retain debit/credit card details for longer than is necessary 
to process and validate the payment and therefore cannot postpone the deduction of LPT until 
2014 for this payment method.

Given the immediacy of payment using a debit/credit card, Revenue decided to make this 
information point explicitly in the letters that issued recently and also to highlight the relative 
attractiveness from a cashflow point of view of the other 2014 payment options.

Other lump sum payment options – Single Debit Authority

All property owners with a debit card and most with a credit card also have a bank account.  
If a property owner wishes to pay in full in one payment in 2014 they have the option to make 
a single payment from their bank account on 21 March 2014.  For homeowners who wish to 
pay by lump sum, this is the most advantageous option.  To do this property owners should 
select the option entitled “Single Debit Authority”, which is the second option, when filling out 
their property tax return online or fill in the form included in their paper return with their bank 
account details and sort code and return to the Revenue Commissioners.  The Commissioners 
advise that the single debit authority payment option is drawn on a person’s current account in 
the same way as a debit card payment is and is available to all current account holders.  Property 
owners who opt for this method have an extended payment date to 21 March 2014.  

Of course, property owners who opted to pay by lump sum in 2013 have the option of 
changing to payment by instalments for 2014.

Payment by Cheque/Postal Order

Issues have also been raised with regard to paying the tax by cheque/postal order.  The 
Commissioners have confirmed that property owners may send their cheque/postal order with 
their LPT1A Payment Instruction form to Revenue by 7 November 2013, or alternatively, they 
may send their cheque/postal order separately to Revenue on or before the 1 January 2014.  The 
taxpayer should enter the Property ID on the back of the cheque to ensure that the cheque is 
matched to the property.  I am advised that a detailed “Frequently Asked Question” covering 
this point is available on the Commissioners’ website at www.revenue.ie. 

Revenue Administration

All matters related to the administration of LPT, and all other taxes and duties, are for the 
Revenue Commissioners to determine.  In relation to the concerns expressed by some Deputies 
regarding Revenue’s administration of LPT, Revenue resourcing is subject to the same con-
straints as all other Government Departments and Offices but I am assured that Revenue has 
the same resources available for administering LPT now as when the first payment of LPT was 
due.  A key component of its strategy to manage the customer contact element of the project 
will continue to be the operation of a dedicated LPT Helpline at 1890-200-255.  This service, 
which is operated by a private sector call handling company on behalf of Revenue is the pri-
mary point of contact for customers and is supported by a team of internal Revenue experts for 
more complex queries.  

Revenue has confirmed to me that the volume of callers to the Helpline has been heavy 
since the issue of the 2014 LPT notifications and the volumes are being constantly monitored by 
Revenue.  I am informed that extra resources have already been deployed today to the service to 
ensure waiting times are kept to the minimum. Revenue has also confirmed that it has deployed 
extra resources to its internal support service to cater for the more complex queries.  At this 
point there are 180 agents fully deployed to telephone call handling with a further 80 staff deal-
ing with correspondence.  In addition, where callers leave a message with their contact details 
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for a callback, significant numbers of these are being handled out of hours by LPT staff.  I am 
assured by the Commissioners that the telephone situation is already showing signs of settling 
down but that they have made contingency plans to further increase the capacity of the helpline, 
if required, as the weeks progress.

The introduction of Local Property Tax, amounting, as it does, to the largest extension of the 
self-assessment system in the history of the State, represents a very great administrative chal-
lenge for Revenue.  Revenue has handled this challenge very well to date and has successfully 
answered in excess of 560,000 telephone calls and replied to in excess of 200,000 letters or 
emails since March 2013.  I want to again commend Revenue for the excellent work it has done 
in taking LPT from concept to a fully functioning tax in such a short period of time, including 
the enacting of legislation, the building of a brand new property Register, the provision of cus-
tomer service to such a large volume of taxpayers and critically the lodgement of in excess of 
€215m to date to the Exchequer.

I do not need to remind Deputies that the Revenue Commissioners are independent in the 
application of the taxes and customs Acts.  Their primary role is to administer the tax and cus-
toms systems in accordance with laws passed by this House, and to secure the taxes and duties 
for the Exchequer which are necessary to run the country.  In that context, I regularly meet the 
Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners and I am fully satisfied that consideration has been 
and continues to be given by Revenue to the matters raised in all of these Questions.  In particu-
lar, I am satisfied that Revenue highlighted in all their communication that there are easy ways 
to pay LPT in 2014, especially phased payments but they need to be set up in advance to work 
smoothly for the property owners concerned.  Furthermore, I understand the Chairman will be 
meeting the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on Thurs-
day next in relation to the administration of LPT, as she has done in the past. 

Finally, I am very pleased to note that in excess of 50,000 property owners have already 
filed and selected their payment option for LPT 2014, with some 56% using the online facility.  
I am also informed that the full range of payment options are being selected by property owners 
and it is clear that they are making their own decisions on the payment option that best suits 
themselves.

Tax Exemptions

05/11/2013WRE04300144. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing 
a measure to provide exemption for vehicle registration for personal security reasons for those 
living in Border areas who may need to retain their northern registration plate while travelling 
across the Border; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45621/13]

05/11/2013WRE04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no plans to amend VRT for those 
living on border areas.  It is an offence, under Section 139 of the Finance Act, 1992 to be in 
possession of an unregistered vehicle in the State unless the person found in possession of it is 
a person whose normal residence is outside the State or the vehicle is the subject of an exemp-
tion.  A person who is not an authorised person who brings a non-State registered vehicle into 
the State, which is not exempt, is required to complete the registration of the vehicle not later 
than 30 days following its arrival in the State.

NAMA Operations

05/11/2013WRE04500145. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the sales pro-
cess pursued by the National Asset Management Agency such as in the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation loan sale offers where the market generally does not bid what NAMA expects to 
be bid; the person is accountable to the taxpayer for setting the valuation or reserve price; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45623/13]

05/11/2013WRE04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would remind the Deputy that, as Min-
ister for Finance, I have no role in relation to individual transactions, including those relating 
to the sale of property, approved by NAMA in line with its statutory commercial mandate.  In 
managing its commercial mandate, NAMA must make a professional assessment, for each of 
thousands of transactions, as to whether any particular proposed transaction is ultimately in the 
taxpayers’ best interests, as opposed to the interests of other parties.  In that respect, I have stat-
ed previously that I am satisfied with NAMA’s progress to date.  The Deputy may wish to note 
that, in the four years since its inception, NAMA has overseen the sale of loans and property 
with a value of close to €10bn.  This includes the sale of over 7,000 individual properties.  The 
generation of €10bn in assets sales and a further €4bn in non-disposal income, mainly rental 
income, means that NAMA is firmly on course to meet its first major debt repayment target, that 
is, the repayment of €7.5bn of Senior Bonds by the end of 2013.  

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRE04700146. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that provision 
will be made in the forthcoming finance Bill to ensure that the single parent tax credit may be 
utilised by the parent with joint custody who earns the lower amount; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45629/13]

05/11/2013WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  Given the dif-
ficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to 
ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve 
the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in 
respect of the same child is unsustainable.   

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only.  The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.  

Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  Practical imple-
mentation issues are being considered as part of the Finance Bill process.

  Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 133. 

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRE05000148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons former-
ly eligible for one parent family tax credit that are ineligible for the single person child carer tax 
credit; and the number of this group that are male and the number that are female.  [45653/13]

05/11/2013WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
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as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  I am advised 
by the Revenue Commissioners that based on the most up to date data it is estimated that up to 
15,400 individuals may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit to the principal 
carer.  However, ultimately it will depend on the circumstances of each individual carer and the 
allocation of childcare responsibilities, which is primarily for parents to agree. 

 Practical implementation issues are being considered as part of the Finance Bill process.

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRE05200149. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the savings that will be made 
from the replacement of the one-parent family tax credit with the single person child carer tax 
credit.  [45654/13]

05/11/2013WRE05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that based on the most up to date information available, it is estimated that the expected 
yield from replacing the One-Parent Family Tax Credit with the Single Person Child Carer Tax 
Credit from 1 January 2014 will be €18 million in 2014 and €25 million in a full year. 

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRF00200150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered linking 
qualification to the single person child carer tax credit for a separated, non-principal carer who 
would have formerly qualified for the one-parent family tax credit, to the payment of child 
maintenance.  [45655/13]

05/11/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  Given the dif-
ficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to 
ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve 
the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in 
respect of the same child is unsustainable.   

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only.  The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.  

Practical implementation issues are being considered as part of the Finance Bill process.
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Fiscal Policy

05/11/2013WRF00400151. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will identify both the 
cyclical element and structural element of the fiscal deficit.  [45699/13]

05/11/2013WRF00500152. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance his plans to resolve the 
cyclical element of the fiscal deficit.  [45700/13]

05/11/2013WRF00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 151 
and 152 together.

At the outset it must be stressed that decomposing the fiscal deficit into its cyclical and 
structural elements is based on complex statistical techniques.  As these techniques involve the 
estimation of unobserved phenomena they can be prone to large revisions.  Whilst the estimates 
below provide an intuitive picture, the standard ‘one size fits all’ methodology employed by the 
European Commission has in the past produced counterintuitive results when applied to a small 
open economy characterized by nominal wage rigidities such as Ireland. 

Specifically, decomposing the headline deficit into its cyclical (portion owing to the position 
of the economic cycle) and structural (underlying) components is done in line with standard Eu-
ropean Commission-approved methodology.  This approach relies on approximating the ‘out-
put gap’ - the difference between observed real output levels and those (unobserved) levels that 
would prevail in the absence of price or wage pressures in the economy.  Applying a measure 
of the link between the economic cycle and the budget (a semi-elasticity budgetary parameter) 
to the output gap produces the cyclical-component of the budget balance.

The structural balance is calculated as the headline general government deficit less the cycli-
cal component, less the impact of one-off temporary measures impacting the deficit. 

On the basis of Budget 2014   arithmetic, the table sets out the profile of the headline balance 
decomposed into its cyclical and structural components over the 2012-2016 period.  Future data 
revisions or statistical changes render these estimates subject to change.

Decomposition of General Government Balance (% GDP) 2012-2016

- 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
1. Headline 
General 
Government 
Balance (% 
GDP)

-8.2 -7.3 -4.8 -3.0 -2.4

2. Cyclical 
budgetary 
component 
(% potential 
GDP)

-1.4 -1.6 -1.4 -1.4 -1.2

3. One-off 
temporary 
measures (% 
GDP)

0.0 -0.4 0.2 -0.1 0.0

4. Interest 
Expenditure 
(% GDP)

3.7 4.6 4.8 4.9 5.0
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- 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
5. Cyclically 
adjusted 
primary bal-
ance (CAPB) 
% GDP        
[(1)-(2)+(4)]

-3.1 -1.1 -1.4 3.3 3.8

   Change in 
CAPB

5.1 2.1 2.5 1.9 0.5

6. Struc-
tural Budget 
Balance (% 
GDP) [(1)-
(2)-(3)]

-6.9 -5.3 -3.6 -1.6 -1.1

7. Struc-
tural Primary 
Balance 
(% GDP) 
[(6)+(4)]

-3.1 -0.7 +1.2 +3.4 +3.9

Source: Department of Finance estimates. Consistent with Budget 2014   arithmetic.

The cyclical component (item 2 above) is the part of the deficit that will improve naturally 
as the economy recovers.  The structural deficit is the focus for policy and EU fiscal rules.  The 
impact of discretionary fiscal policy can be proxied by the change in the cyclically-adjusted 
primary budget balance [change in item 5 in Table above].  This change reveals policy’s contri-
bution to resolving the structural component of the deficit. 

Given relatively good growth potential, it is important to highlight improvements in the 
structural budgetary position can be achieved without necessarily involving additional taxation 
increases or expenditure reductions.  This can be achieved by maintaining expenditure growth 
below the nominal growth rate of the economy.

Pensions Levy Issues

05/11/2013WRF00700153. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
pension levy and the pension industry not keeping to their agreement regarding the levy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [45725/13]

05/11/2013WRF00800154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide further 
details on his claim that the reason he decided to extend the pension levy in 2015 was due to 
a failure on the part of the pension industry to adhere to the terms of a bargain he had reached 
with them; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45738/13]

05/11/2013WRF00900173. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the way it is anticipated that 
the levy on individual private pension funds will convince the pensions industry to deliver on 
agreements made with him by the industry in view of the fact that the contributors have neither 
control over nor leverage with fund managers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46105/13]

05/11/2013WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 153, 
154 and 173 together. 

In Budget 2013, I made a number of commitments in relation to the tax provisions affecting 
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supplementary pension provision.  I said that tax relief on pension contributions would continue 
at the marginal rate of tax.  In addition, I gave an undertaking that the 0.6% pension fund levy 
would not be renewed after 2014.

I considered that I was in a position to make these significant commitments on foot, among 
other things, of proposals in late 2012 from the pensions sector for changes to the Standard 
Fund Threshold (SFT) regime, as an alternative to standard rating of pension tax relief, which 
it was claimed would yield savings and tax revenues in the region of €400 million.  Pending 
further analysis of this claim, I included a much lower figure of €250 million in the Budget 
2013 arithmetic.  That analysis has since revealed significant downside risks to the achieve-
ment of even this lower level of yield or savings.  The estimate of the yield from the changes 
to the SFT regime which I announced in last week’s Budget is €120 million.  These changes 
differ in some respects from those proposed by the pensions sector and reflect, on legal advice, 
the requirement to protect pension rights at the date of change.  In addition, valuation factors to 
place a value on Defined Benefit pensions for SFT purposes will vary with the age at which the 
pensions are drawn down thereby improving equity within the regime

I would not categorise my engagement with the pensions sector on this matter as an “agree-
ment” or “bargain”, in the manner suggested by the Deputies.  However, the assessment that 
the changes to the SFT regime required to deliver on the Budget 2013 commitment to cap tax-
payer subsidies to higher value pensions would have a considerably lower yield than originally 
put forward, meant that the achievement of the overall budgetary objectives (including the 
continuation of the reduced VAT rate for the tourism sector) necessitated the imposition of the 
additional 0.15% pension fund levy for 2014 and 2015.  

Tax Credits

05/11/2013WRF01100155. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that will 
be affected by the removal of the one-parent family tax credit in budget 2014; the number of 
those cases that will be pushed into the higher tax band; the amount that will be raised by the 
Revenue Commissioners as a result of this decision; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45744/13]

05/11/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  I am advised 
by the Revenue Commissioners that based on the most up to date data it is estimated that up to 
15,400 individuals may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit to the principal 
carer.  In addition, it is tentatively estimated that about 5,550 of the estimated 15,400 individu-
als affected will now become liable to the higher rate of income tax i.e. 41% on a portion of 
their income as a result of this measure.  However, ultimately it will depend on the circum-
stances of each individual carer.  

Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  Practical imple-
mentation issues are being considered as part of the Finance Bill process.

Finally, I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that it is estimated that the 
expected yield from replacing the One-Parent Family Tax Credit with the Single Person Child 
Carer Tax Credit from 1 January 2014 will be €18 million in 2014 and €25 million in a full year. 
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Tax Rebates

05/11/2013WRF01300156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount the State has fore-
gone due to tax reliefs related to the construction of wind farms to date and by year from 2010 
onwards.  [45843/13]

05/11/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): With regard to VAT, under the VAT (Re-
fund of Tax) (Flat-rate Farmers) Order 2012, flat-rate farmers, who are not registered for VAT, 
can claim a refund of tax borne on the purchase of a wind turbine for the purposes of micro-
generation of electricity for use in a farm business, where that wind turbine was purchased on 
or after 1 January 2012.  There are no statistics available as to the cost to the Exchequer of this 
measure since it was introduced in 2012.  The scheme of accelerated capital allowances for 
expenditure on specified energy-efficient equipment allows companies to write-off the full cost 
of such equipment against their taxable income in the year the expenditure is incurred.  The 
scheme came into operation in late 2008 and does not apply to expenditure by private individu-
als.

Data on the overall use of the scheme was requested from companies in the Corporate Tax 
return (CT1) for the first time in respect of accounting periods ending in 2009 but it does not 
require separate identification of claims in relation to wind farms under the scheme.

The data on wind farms is included in the data that is available in relation to relief for invest-
ment in renewable energy generation provided for under Section 486B, Taxes Consolidation 
Act, 1997.  The total amount of corporation tax foregone as a result of this scheme is estimated 
at close on €17.1 million since inception to end 2012, the latest year for which figures are avail-
able.

Due to the relatively small number of claims arising in 2010, 2011 and 2012 I am informed 
by the Revenue Commissioners that their obligation to observe confidentiality for taxpayers 
and small groups of taxpayers precludes them from providing the information requested in 
respect of those years.

Fiscal Policy

05/11/2013WRF01500157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the timeline envisaged for 
the rapid progress towards achieving our medium-term budgetary objective referred to in the 
2014 economic and fiscal outlook; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45865/13]

05/11/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Once Ireland reduces its deficit below 
3% of GDP in 2015, the Excessive Deficit Procedure to which we have been subject since April 
2009 will be abrogated (lifted) and we will no longer be subject to the corrective arm of the Sta-
bility and Growth Pact (SGP).  Thereafter, however, we will be subject to the preventive arm of 
the SGP, which requires that we converge towards our country-specific medium-term objective 
(MTO). Article 3(1)b of the Treaty on Stability Coordination and Governance in EMU (TSCG 
or Fiscal Compact), stipulates we must ‘ensure rapid convergence towards our MTO’.  In line 
with Article 3(2) of the Treaty on Stability Coordination and Governance  in EMU (TSCG or 
Fiscal Compact), the European Commission has prepared a ‘calendar of convergence’ towards 
Member States’ MTOs.  On this basis, the Commission foresees that Ireland will reach its MTO 
of a balanced structural budgetary position (net of impact of the economic cycle and temporary 
one-off factors) by 2018. 

Under the preventive arm, we are required to make structural correction of at least 0.5% 
of GDP per annum from 2016 onwards.  On the basis of Budget 2014 arithmetic, Ireland is 
projected to comply with this, despite no further consolidation assumed in the fiscal arithmetic. 
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The European Commission will judge progress towards our MTO on the basis of making 
‘sufficient progress’ in structural terms, including with an assessment of compliance with the 
so-called ‘expenditure benchmark’ as outlined in the ‘Six Pack’.  By constraining net expen-
diture growth below the medium-term reference rate of potential output, this can deliver an 
improvement in the structural balance without the need for recourse to further expenditure cuts 
or revenue increases. 

Banking Sector Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRF01700158. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No.77 of 26 September 2013, the number of staff who were offered two day overnight 
retirement seminars; the staff grades who received this; if he will confirm that all grades receive 
this treatment; the costs associated with the seminar; if the bank picks up the cost of meals, 
entertainment and accommodation and if so, the amount per person spent; and if the bank is 
continuing this policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45869/13]

05/11/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As advised under Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 77, a long standing, process exists where staff who are retiring at normal retirement 
date or earlier are provided with the option to attend a seminar to help plan for their retirement.  
This is provided by many companies in the public and private sector to retiring staff and is con-
sidered good practice to help staff adjust to retirement.  This service has been provided by AIB 
to its staff going back over many years.  These seminars, conducted over two days, involve a 
number of presentations from organisations such as the Retirement Planning Council of Ireland, 
the Department of Social Protection and medical practitioners etc. 

As announced previously, the Bank’s exit programme, which comprises early retirement 
and voluntary severance, is aimed in part at reducing costs by c. €350m by 2014.  The process 
is ongoing, and the early retirement programme runs until the end of this year.  As part of the 
Bank/IBOA mediation on the programme implementation, facilitated by Mr Kevin Foley, LRC, 
AIB committed to providing outplacement, retirement and redundancy support to all exiting 
employees, and the retirement seminars are provided as part of this deliverable.  Further public 
disclosures in relation to the exit programme, including costs, are published on page 239 of 
AIB’s 2012 Annual Financial Report, and page 75 of AIB’s 2013 Half Yearly Report.

In the last suite of seminars which were completed in the period October 2012 to April 2013, 
employees across every organisational grade attended the seminar.  This included employees 
scheduled to retire out to the end of 2013 under both the early retirement programme and nor-
mal retirement.

On the basis of very reduced numbers exiting on normal retirement in 2014 and 2015, AIB 
is currently reviewing the format for the seminars and we expect to have a revised approach for 
any future participants.

Central Bank of Ireland Properties

05/11/2013WRF01900159. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the expected costs of mak-
ing the new Central Bank building fit for use, the amount expected to be spent to ensure the con-
crete superstructure is safe after several years of being exposed to environmental degradation 
and corrosion from frost and salt air; the person who will conduct the work to clad the building; 
if the cladding that was previously ordered is be installed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45870/13]

05/11/2013WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under section 6B of the Central Bank 
Act 1942, the Central Bank Commission is responsible for administering the provision of ac-



Questions - Written Answers

174

commodation and office and other equipment with a view to enabling the Central Bank to per-
form and exercise its functions and powers.  I have no function in the matter of accommodation 
arrangements at the Central Bank.  However, I have been informed by the Central Bank that the 
public procurement process will be used to support the development of the new Central Bank 
building, including public tendering for contractors, services, etc., and in this context the cost 
of developing the building is commercially sensitive information. Accordingly at this time it is 
not appropriate to discuss matters related to cost estimates.

In relation to the existing structure, I have been informed by the Central Bank that as part of 
due diligence on the purchase of the site, the Central Bank has satisfied itself on the structural 
aspects of the building. 

I have been further informed by the Central Bank that the design of the building and by 
association the cladding design (or façade) is progressing.  As part of this process the Central 
Bank expects to appoint a specialist façade contractor to the design team.  This appointment, 
like other appointments, will be subject to the public procurement process.  This procurement 
process is underway. 

Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRF02100160. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield or loss of revenue or the Exchequer for the remainder of 2013 for the measures announced 
in budget 2014 that will come into force on the night and if he will provide a breakdown of the 
yield by measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45871/13]

05/11/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On the night of Budget 2014 I brought 
before the House a series of financial resolutions to bring into effect measures contained in 
Budget 2014 from midnight on 15th October last.  Excise duty on a packet of 20 cigarettes was 
increased by 10 cent with a pro rata increase for other tobacco products.  This is expected to 
yield around €2.5 million in 2013.  There were also increases of 10 cent on a pint of beer or 
cider, 10 cent on a standard measure of spirits and the duty payable on a 75cl bottle of wine was 
increased by 50 cent.  Collectively, these changes to excise duties due on alcohol are expected 
to yield around €35 million in 2013.

On the night of 15th October I also introduced three other resolutions, none of which are 
expected to have a material yield or cost in 2013. 

NAMA Property Sales

05/11/2013WRF02300161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the safeguards that are in place 
to prevent the National Asset Management Agency from selling property to defaulting debtors 
and, in particular, to third parties who may have been provided with funds by the defaulting 
debtor to buy the property and place the property in the third party’s name, but ultimately for 
the benefit of the defaulting debtor.  [45886/13]

05/11/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, Section 
172 of the NAMA Act precludes NAMA from selling loans or property to a defaulting debtor or 
to parties connected to a defaulting debtor.  In accordance with Section 172 of the Act, purchas-
ers of NAMA loans or secured property are required to sign a statutory declaration that they are 
not connected to the debtor or other obligors.  In addition, NAMA Board guidelines require that 
sales agents prepare a final report and recommendation, which includes, inter alia, confirmation 
that the sales agent has reviewed the purchaser’s declaration relating to connected party sales 
and a statement disclosing any commercial relationship between the agent, debtor, purchaser 
or purchaser’s ultimate beneficial owners in the past five years.  If the Deputy has a query sur-
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rounding a specific sale he can contact NAMA directly through the email address oir@nama.ie.

IBRC Liquidation

05/11/2013WRF02500162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the total unse-
cured creditors at 30 June 2012 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation.  [45887/13]

05/11/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The details of individual creditors in 
IBRC at 30 June 2012 are commercially sensitive and cannot be published however extensive 
details of the creditors of IBRC at that date are set out in the IBRC Interim Report dated 30 
June 2012 available at http://www.ibrc.ie/About_us/Financial_information/Latest_interim_re-
port/Interim_Report_2012.pdf.  A list of unsecured creditors of IBRC at the date of liquidation, 
with the exception of depositors, was included as part of the Statement of Affairs prepared by 
the directors of IBRC as required under Section 224 of the Companies Act.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRF02700163. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the measures in place to 
ensure that legitimate tradespeople in the construction industry are protected against those who 
have started their new business and will be paying no income tax for two years; his views that 
the margins of the non-income tax paying trader will be able to generate will mean that they can 
undercut pre-existing traders.  [45937/13]

05/11/2013WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Start Your Own Business incentive in the recent Budget.  This incentive is an exemption 
from Income Tax for individuals who have been long-term unemployed and start a new, un-
incorporated business.  The individual must have been continuously unemployed for a period of 
at least 15 months prior to setting up the business.  Time spent on certain courses such as FÁS 
courses will qualify as periods of unemployment for the purposes of this scheme.

An exemption from Income Tax will be provided on profits up to a maximum of €40,000 for 
the first two years of trading.  However, USC and PRSI will continue to be payable.  If a loss is 
incurred then loss relief will be available in the normal manner.  

The business must be un-incorporated i.e., the individual must be a sole trader.  In order to 
claim this relief, the individual must file a tax return notwithstanding that there may be no li-
ability to tax.

This incentive is an employment activation measure that provides a much-needed incentive 
for people to start their own business and to reduce their dependence on welfare payments.  Any 
measure that will reduce unemployment and encourage entrepreneurship is to be welcomed. 

Pensions Levy Issues

05/11/2013WRF02900164. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 98 of 27 June 2013, where he stated I made a point of confirming that the pension 
fund levy introduced as part of the jobs initiative will not be renewed after 2014, the reason the 
levy has been renewed after 2014; if he will confirm what happened between June and October 
to cause him to make this change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45938/13]

05/11/2013WRF03000165. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the reason it is the case 
that all private sector workers’ pensions are subject to a pension levy but it is only the very high 
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earners of public pensions which are subjected to a levy; if he will detail the exact number of 
pension arrangements that have been subjected to the pension levy for 2011, 2012 and to date 
in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45940/13]

05/11/2013WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 164 
and 165 together. 

I announced in my recent Budget speech that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to 
fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abolished from 31st December 2014.  I also indicated, 
however, that I would be introducing an additional levy on pension funds at 0.15%.  I am do-
ing this to continue to help fund the Jobs Initiative, including the continuation of the reduced 
9% VAT rate for the tourism sector which was due to end this year and to make provision for 
potential State liabilities which may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund difficul-
ties.  The additional levy, within the existing legal framework, will apply to pension fund assets 
in 2014 and 2015. 

In Budget 2013, I made a number of commitments in relation to the tax provisions affecting 
supplementary pension provision.  I said that tax relief on pension contributions would continue 
at the marginal rate of tax.  In addition, I gave an undertaking that the 0.6% pension fund levy 
would not be renewed after 2014 (and this remains the case).

I considered that I was in a position to make these significant commitments, on foot of, 
among other things, proposals in late 2012 from the pensions sector for changes to the Standard 
Fund Threshold (SFT) regime, as an alternative to standard rating of pension tax relief, which 
it was claimed would yield savings and tax revenues in the region of €400 million.  Pending 
further analysis of this claim, I included a much lower figure of €250 million in the Budget 2013 
arithmetic.  That analysis has since revealed significant downside risks to the achievement of 
even this lower level of yield or savings.  The estimate of the yield from the changes to the SFT 
regime which I announced in the recent Budget is €120 million.  These changes differ in some 
respects from those proposed by the pensions sector and reflect, on legal advice, the require-
ment to protect pension rights at the date of change.  In addition, valuation factors to place a 
value on Defined Benefit pensions for SFT purposes will vary with the age at which the pen-
sions are drawn down thereby improving equity within the regime.

The assessment that the changes to the SFT regime required to deliver on the Budget 2013 
commitment to cap taxpayer subsidies to higher value pensions would have a considerably 
lower yield than originally put forward, meant that the achievement of the overall budgetary ob-
jectives (including the continuation of the reduced VAT rate for the tourism sector) necessitated 
the imposition of the additional 0.15% pension fund levy for 2014 and 2015.  

As regards the pension fund levy itself, it applies to the market value, on the valuation date 
(generally 30 June each year), of assets under management in pension funds and pension plans 
approved under Irish tax legislation.  It is not a charge on all supplementary private sector pen-
sions in payment.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the person responsible 
for payment of the levy is the “chargeable person”, as defined in the legislation, rather than the 
pension scheme itself.  The chargeable person, as respects pension scheme assets held under 
contracts of assurance, is the insurer, and as respects other pension scheme assets is the admin-
istrator of the pension scheme.  The administrator is defined in the relevant legislation as mean-
ing the trustees or other persons having the management of the assets of the scheme. 

In light of the fact that it is the chargeable person that is liable for payment of the pension 
fund levy in respect of the pension schemes for which they are responsible, I am further advised 
by the Commissioners that it is not possible to state the exact number of pension arrangements 
that have been subjected to the levy in each of the years 2011, 2012 and 2013. 
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The payment of the levy is treated as a necessary expense of a pension scheme and the 
trustees or insurer, as appropriate, are entitled, where they decide to do so, to adjust current or 
prospective benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the levy.  It is up to the trustees 
to decide whether and how the levy should be passed on and who should be impacted and to 
what extent, given the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for which they are re-
sponsible.

Finally, the Deputy makes reference to a levy on public service pensions.  I assume the 
Deputy is referring to the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR).  The PSPR was introduced 
on 1 January 2011 under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010.  
The PSPR is not a levy.  It is a pension cut affecting certain public service pensions. 

At the time of its introduction, the PSPR was designed to cut all public service pensions 
above €12,000 in payment or awarded up to the end of a “grace period”, which ultimately 
expired at the end of February 2012.  The PSPR did not originally apply to any pensions of 
post-grace period retirees, on the basis that their pension awards had otherwise been reduced 
by being based on actual reduced pay rates reflective of the 2010 pay cuts, not “pre-cut” pay 
rates as applied to retirees during the grace period.  On introduction, the PSPR was estimated 
as reducing public service pensions by 4% on average, with more severe effects experienced at 
higher pension levels due to the progressive multi-band structure of the reduction.

A change to PSPR was made on 1 January 2012, when a 20% reduction rate (previously 
12%) was imposed on pension amounts above €100,000.  With effect from 1 July 2013, more 
changes were made to the PSPR to deliver on the Government’s commitment to further reduc-
ing those public service pensions above €32,500 by between 2% and 5% in certain circumstanc-
es, including the pensions above that level of individuals who retired after end- February 2012. 

Tax Reliefs Availability

05/11/2013WRF03200166. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he detail the consulta-
tion he had with the Department of Health concerning the removal of the tax relief restriction 
on private health insurance for the 577,000 policy holders which the Revenue estimate will be 
affected by this removal; if he will explain the reason the Revenue Commissioners estimates 
that the relief change will impact 577,000 policy holders but the industry estimates it will affect 
90% of the 1.09 million policy holders availing of the relief; if he will consider reversing this 
decision and not include the measure in the new finance Bill 2013 thus allowing the resolution 
to expire; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45941/13]

05/11/2013WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, decisions regarding tax mat-
ters are primarily a matter for my Department and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.  
However, the Budget was agreed by the Government before its announcement on Budget day.  
As I stated in my Budget day speech, from 16 October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance 
premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any 
portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings will no longer qualify for tax relief. 

The new ceilings will ensure some continuing support via the tax system for those who 
purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more expensive 
policies.   

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that based on 2012 data, the most up to date 
data available, it is estimated that up to 577,000 policy holders, which equates to just under 53% 
of all policies, may be affected by this measure.  The Revenue estimate is based on an analysis 
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carried out on the annual returns and the gross premium prices (i.e. before tax relief at source 
is applied) submitted by the Health Insurers in respect of the 2012 tax year.  The basis for the 
industry estimate is not known.

I should point out that many will only be affected marginally, depending on the cost of the 
policies that individuals purchase.  In addition, individuals can of course opt for less expensive 
policies and therefore avoid the impact of this measure entirely. 

The legislation underpinning the new ceilings has been included in Section 8 of Finance 
(No. 2) Bill 2013.

05/11/2013WRF03350Exports Data

05/11/2013WRF03400167. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he or his officials have 
met with any pharmaceutical companies located here in advance of budget 2014 to see if there 
are any measures which he could take to improve their exports and offset some of the losses 
experienced from drugs coming off patent; if he is concerned that the 3% drop in exports year 
on year, according to the latest statistics, is largely attributable to a fall-off in pharmaceutical 
exports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45942/13]

05/11/2013WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Irish merchandise exports were down 
by 5.5 per cent in the first half of 2012 on an annual basis, largely because of reduced output 
from the pharmaceutical and chemical sector, owing to the impact of patent expiry which is oc-
curring globally, including in key export markets.  Given the large weight of the sector in Irish 
output, this has weighed on GDP in 2012 and is likely to do the same in 2013 as well.  Given 
the weight of the sector in Irish GDP, developments in the sector are something that my officials 
monitor closely to best understand the prospects for aggregate economic growth in the near 
term.  In the course of this monitoring my officials met with relevant stakeholders including 
a pharmaceutical industry representative group.  In the context of Budget 2014, my officials 
also met with a large variety of organisations, representative groups and individual companies, 
including pharmaceutical companies.

Job Creation

05/11/2013WRF03600168. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance the total number of meet-
ings he or his officials in the Department of Finance held with ADC Therapeutics since 2011; 
if he will detail the number of meetings the National Treasury Management Agency or the Na-
tional Development Finance Agency held with ADC Therapeutics since 2011; if he will detail 
the total investment that ADC Therapeutics sought from the State in order to invest and create 
300 jobs here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45943/13]

05/11/2013WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance does not 
comment on discussions or negotiations with commercial counterparties.  The National Trea-
sury Management Agency (NTMA) has advised that it is their policy not to comment on discus-
sions or negotiations with commercial counterparties in respect of investments.

Tax Reliefs Availability

05/11/2013WRF03800169. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of policy hold-
ers who will be affected by the capping of tax relief on private health insurance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46020/13]

05/11/2013WRF03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that from 16 October 
2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult 
and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings 



5 November 2013

179

will no longer qualify for tax relief.  The new ceilings will ensure some continuing support via 
the tax system for those who purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer 
exposure to more expensive policies.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that based 
on 2012 data, it is estimated that up to 577,000 policy holders, which equates to just under 53% 
of all policies, may be affected by this measure.  However, I should point out that many will 
only be affected marginally, depending on the cost of the policies that individuals purchase.  In 
addition, individuals can of course opt for less expensive policies and therefore avoid the im-
pact of this measure entirely. 

05/11/2013WRG00200Tobacco Control Measures

05/11/2013WRG00300170. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider lowering the 
maximum quantity of tobacco products that persons are allowed to bring here from inside or 
outside the EU; his views on whether such a move would have a positive impact for the Exche-
quer in terms of excise duty and VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46052/13]

05/11/2013WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who have responsibility for the collection of tobacco products tax, that, in accordance 
with section 104(2) of the Finance Act 2001, tobacco products tax is not chargeable on cigarettes 
that are bought tax-paid by a private individual in another member state of the European Union, 
provided that the cigarettes are for the individual’s own personal use and not for commercial 
purposes.  The cigarettes must be personally transported and accompanied into the State by 
that individual.  This provision is in accordance with article 32 of Council Directive 2008/118/
EC of 16 December 2008 concerning the general arrangements for excise duty and repealing 
Directive 92/12/EEC.  Applying a limit to the amount of cigarettes that can be brought in from 
another member state depends on whether the cigarettes are for an individual’s own private use 
or for commercial purposes and this falls to be determined in accordance with criteria set out in 
Part 4 of the Control of Excisable Products Regulations 2010.  These include the reasons given 
by the person for having control or possession of the cigarettes and the quantity involved.  In 
accordance with EU law, the indicative guide level as to what constitutes a quantity consistent 
with personal use is set at 800 cigarettes.

A maximum of 200 cigarettes may be brought into the State from outside the EU or from 
territories where EU rules on VAT and excise duties do not apply, such as the Canary Islands.

05/11/2013WRG00500Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRG00600171. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding his 
announcement during budget 2014 regarding his intention to abolish top slicing relief on all ex 
gratia lump sums payments made in respect of retirement or terminations of employment great-
er than €200,000 or over; if he will clarify this statement in view of the confusion surrounding 
this decision, outlining exactly if this relief has been abolished entirely and on what payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46060/13]

05/11/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On a point of clarification, Finance Act 
2013 provided that Top Slicing Relief was abolished with effect from 1 January 2013 on all ex-
gratia (discretionary) termination lump sum payments where the non-statutory element of the 
payment was €200,000 or over.  I would also like to make clear that this measure will have no 
impact on retirement lump sums paid under Revenue approved occupational pension arrange-
ments and under statutory schemes.

Ex-gratia payments can be given in addition to statutory redundancy payments on the ter-
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mination of the holding of an office or employment, or alternatively on death or disablement 
grounds.

Statutory redundancy payments are exempt from income tax.  Furthermore, there are ad-
ditional exemption limits for ex-gratia redundancy payments or retirement gratuities in excess 
of the statutory redundancy amount, which apply to all employees and office holders in receipt 
of such ex-gratia payments.  These are:

- a basic exemption of €10,160 plus €765 per complete year of actual service in excess of 
the statutory redundancy payment;

Or

- Standard Capital Superannuation Benefit i.e. 1/15th of the person’s annual income (aver-
age of the last three years) for each year of employment less any tax-free lump sum which is 
received or receivable under any approved or statutory pension scheme.

It is open to the taxpayer to choose whichever relief is of most benefit.

The basic exemption from income tax as outlined above can be further increased by up to 
€10,000 if the person is not a member of an occupational pension scheme.  (This can only be 
claimed if the person has not made any claims in respect of a lump sum retirement gratuity re-
ceived in the previous 10 tax years.)

Any balance of the ex-gratia payment after the calculation of the exemptions and reliefs 
is liable to income tax.  An additional relief called Top Slicing Relief, which ensures that an 
individual’s average tax rate for the previous three years applies to such lump sums rather than 
the marginal rate of tax, is available in relation to this taxable amount.  Given the budgetary 
constraints, the Government has decided to abolish Top Slicing Relief in respect of all ex-gratia 
payments made on or after 1 January 2014.

05/11/2013WRG00800Ministerial Staff

05/11/2013WRG00900172. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the name, qualifications and 
current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46087/13]

05/11/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The table below details the information 
requested in respect of each political staff member appointed by me.

Appointments Qualifications Amount
Ms Mary Kenny – Special Ad-
viser (appointed under section 11 
of the Public Service Management 
Act 1997)

Suitably qualified for the position €84,706

Mr Eoin Dorgan – Special Ad-
viser (appointed under section 11 
of the Public Service Management 
Act 1997). Mr Dorgan will revert 
back to his position as an estab-
lished Civil Servant following 
cessation of his appointment as a 
Special Adviser.

Suitably qualified for the position €84,706

Mr Alan Kavanagh – Personal As-
sistant Constituency Office

Suitably qualified for the position €43,715 - €56,060
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Appointments Qualifications Amount
Mr Denis Dwyer Civilian Driver Suitably qualified for the position €32,965
Mr Gerry Rigney Civilian Driver Suitably qualified for the position €32,965

  Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 153.

05/11/2013WRG01200Property Taxation Yield

05/11/2013WRG01300174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been re-
ceived by county councils to date from the property tax on a county basis.  [46106/13]

05/11/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 157 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides that, in each financial year commencing with 2014, 
the Minister shall pay from the Central Fund or the growing produce thereof into the Local 
Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax, including any interest paid 
thereon, paid into the Central Fund during that year.  Accordingly, receipts from the Local 
Property Tax received in 2013 will remain in the Exchequer and will be used to meet the many 
expenditure obligations faced by the State.  The allocation to the Local Government Fund for 
2013 had already been decided before the Local Property Tax commenced.

My colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, has 
responsibility for the allocation of funding to local authorities.

05/11/2013WRG01500Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRG01600175. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the budget 2014 
proposal in respect of tax relief credits for single parents as it will mean a cut of €32 per week 
for the non-primary carer or €1,650 per year; if he will take into consideration that thousands 
of non-primary carers are care sharing two and three days every week and are paying mainte-
nance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46111/13]

05/11/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  Given the dif-
ficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to 
ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve 
the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in 
respect of the same child is unsustainable.

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only.  The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.

Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  Practical imple-
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mentation issues are being considered as part of the Finance Bill process.

05/11/2013WRG01800NAMA Portfolio Issues

05/11/2013WRG01900176. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a county break-
down of building land in possession of the National Asset Management Agency; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46141/13]

05/11/2013WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Agency’s Annual Report and Fi-
nancial Statement 2012 give a geographical breakdown of the total portfolio albeit not by coun-
ty.  A county breakdown of property securing NAMA’s loans, by value, was provided in the 
Agency’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2011, which is available on the NAMA 
website, www.nama.ie.  NAMA advises that the geographical distribution of building land is 
closely aligned with the overall portfolio breakdown as set out in the 2011 Report.  NAMA has 
pointed out that in excess of 90% of all Irish properties securing its loans are located in Dublin, 
the wider Greater Dublin Area, Limerick, Cork and Galway.

05/11/2013WRG02100EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

05/11/2013WRG02200177. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance when the next visit to Ireland by 
the troika will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46151/13]

05/11/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 12th review mission of the EU-IMF 
Programme of Financial Support is scheduled from 29 October to 7 November 2013.

05/11/2013WRG02400Budget Measures

05/11/2013WRG02500178. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department conducts 
modelling to forecast the way potential increases in a person’s disposable income might be dis-
tributed within the economy in the present climate; for example if €4 billion was to be realised 
in the wider economy by way of abolition of the USC, the way this might impact upon the econ-
omy in terms of the percentage going into savings, debt repayments, the purchase of goods and 
services and so on; and the way this might translate in terms of additional VAT receipts, greater 
activity in the domestic economy and job creation in small and medium enterprises.  [46153/13]

05/11/2013WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In analysing the economy and in pro-
ducing economic forecasts, my Department models household disposable income in aggregate 
terms and projects how this income is allocated between spending and savings.  The impact 
of these decisions on tax revenue and employment is also modelled.  In relation to the specific 
example, when discussing the merits of such a measure it is important not to lose sight of the 
current fiscal position.  Despite the considerable progress made in recent years, Ireland’s budget 
deficit remains one of the highest in Europe.  In this context the opportunity cost of any large-
scale revenue stimulus would be considerable.  Moreover, any revenue shortfalls would have to 
be made up from alternative measures in order to continue to meet our deficit targets.

It should be recalled that Ireland is a small, open economy with imports accounting for over 
three quarters of GDP.  It is therefore likely that a considerable amount of additional household 
expenditure would leak out through an increase in imports.

Finally I would say that while there is a clear need to address the fiscal imbalances of the 
State, this Government is cognizant of the pitfalls of excessively taxing labour.  Reflecting this, 
the Programme for Government contained commitments to not increase the income tax rate and 
Budget 2014 included no increases in income tax or the Universal Social Charge.  This, I feel, 
further demonstrates our commitment to encouraging labour supply and supporting employ-
ment growth into the future.
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05/11/2013WRG02700Tax Collection

05/11/2013WRG02800179. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the reason a tax debt is reg-
istered against a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if records will be corrected. 
[46189/13]

05/11/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question elected to be jointly assessed for tax with his wife in accordance with Section 
1017 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  Section 1017 (1)(a) clearly states that the ‘husband 
shall be assessed and charged to income tax, not only in respect of his total income (if any) for 
a specified year, but also in respect of his wife’s total income (if any) for any part of that year 
and for the purposes of the Income Tax Acts that income shall be deemed to be his income.  
Revenue has informed me that the person in question and his spouse were previously the sub-
ject of a tax audit, which resulted in the person being assessed for Income Tax liabilities for the 
years in question.  Revenue has confirmed to me that the liabilities correctly relate to the person 
in question and his spouse and do not relate to the company mentioned by the Deputy in his 
representation.  Revenue also confirmed to me that the person in question did not at any stage 
appeal against the tax assessments to the Appeal Commissioners and that the assessments are 
soundly based.

However, notwithstanding that the liability is correctly due, Revenue has taken the financial 
circumstances of the person in question into account and has suspended all collection/enforce-
ment activity indefinitely.  Revenue has confirmed its decision in this regard to the person in 
question both by telephone and in writing.

05/11/2013WRG03000Tax Collection

05/11/2013WRG03100180. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if payment of interest is due 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [46194/13]

05/11/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there is no entitlement to a claim for payment of interest by Revenue in this case.  
The position is that in September 2011, as part of a Revenue Audit, income tax assessments of 
€27,633.46 and €28,295.28 were raised for years 2008 and 2009 respectively.  These assess-
ments were made in the absence of returns and following failure by the taxpayer to cooperate 
with the auditor or provide satisfactory explanations to queries raised.  There was no response 
to these assessments or to the subsequent demands for payment nor was there any appeal made 
against these assessments.  In the circumstances Notices of Attachment issued in January 2012 
which resulted in the payment of €41,771.50.  This amount was credited against Income Tax 
for the years under audit.

The Revenue audit was eventually concluded and a settlement formally agreed on 30th 
April 2013.  The overall liabilities amounted to €16,199.08.  Having regard to the “attachment” 
payment, this left a net overpayment of €25,572.42 which was repaid on 19th June 2013.

Under the provisions of section 865A(2), Taxes Consolidated Act 1997 (as amended) inter-
est on repayment of tax arises only after 93 days from the day on which the claim to repayment 
of tax becomes a valid claim.  This claim did not become a valid claim until 30th April 2013, 
the date on which the audit settlement was formally agreed with Revenue.  As the repayment 
was made on 19th June 2013, which was less than 93 days after the claim became a valid claim, 
there is no entitlement to an interest payment under the legislation.

Revenue’s Complaint and Review Procedures provide customers with an open and transpar-
ent mechanism for making a complaint and seeking a review of Revenue’s handling of a case.  



Questions - Written Answers

184

This comprises of local review and independent Internal or External review.  Full details can be 
found on Revenue website www.revenue.ie.  This procedure is available in this case should the 
taxpayer choose to avail of it.

05/11/203WRG03300Tax Code

05/11/2013WRG03400181. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the sources of unearned in-
come that are counted in the determination of whether a person exceeds the €3,174 threshold 
applied by Revenue for the purposes of defining a chargeable person; the way interest from 
savings is counted in this process; if interest from savings exceeding €3,174 in a year would 
mean that the person is considered a chargeable person; and where rental income and-or divi-
dend payments in a year do not exceed €3,174 per year should interest from savings be added in 
determining whether or not a person is considered a chargeable person or is it exempt in these 
circumstances; and the way married couples are treated in these arrangements.  [46215/13]

05/11/2013WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the Tax Acts, a chargeable person 
is a person who is chargeable to tax on income.  However, in the case of income tax, an indi-
vidual will not be regarded as a chargeable person where:

- the individual is in receipt of PAYE income only; or

- the individual is in receipt of PAYE income and has small amounts of other income that is 
being fully taxed through the PAYE system or has been fully taxed at source.

In all other cases, a person who is chargeable to tax on income is a chargeable person and 
must file a tax return through the self-assessment system.

Revenue has determined that the amount of non-PAYE income which can be taxed in this 
way is €3,174 per person chargeable to tax.

The €3,174 limit applies to all non-PAYE income from whatever source – for example, de-
posit interest, rental income and dividends – and refers to the total of such income.  That is, all 
such income should be added together for the purposes of determining whether the non-PAYE 
income exceeds €3,174.

Therefore, where the total non-PAYE income on which a person is chargeable to tax:

(a) does not exceed €3,174, and

(b) has been subject to tax through the PAYE system (or has been fully taxed at source),

that person is not a chargeable person.

Married couples, who are jointly assessed, are entitled to earn €3,174 before the spouse on 
whom the income is assessed becomes a chargeable person.  However, where a married couple 
opts for separate assessment or single treatment each person will have a limit of €3,174.

05/11/2013WRG03600Pension Provisions

05/11/2013WRG03700182. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the pension levy and tax relief; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46230/13]

05/11/2013WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Budget 2013, I made a number of 
commitments in relation to the tax provisions affecting supplementary pension provision.  I 
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said that tax relief on pension contributions would continue at the marginal rate of tax.  In ad-
dition, I gave an undertaking that the 0.6% pension fund levy would not be renewed after 2014.  
I considered that I was in a position to make these significant commitments on foot, among 
other things, of proposals in late 2012 from the pensions sector for changes to the Standard 
Fund Threshold (SFT) regime, as an alternative to standard rating of pension tax relief, which 
it was claimed would yield savings and tax revenues in the region of €400 million.  Pending 
further analysis of this claim, I included a much lower figure of €250 million in the Budget 
2013 arithmetic.  That analysis has since revealed significant downside risks to the achieve-
ment of even this lower level of yield or savings.  The estimate of the yield from the changes 
to the SFT regime which I announced in last week’s Budget is €120 million.  These changes 
differ in some respects from those proposed by the pensions sector and reflect, on legal advice, 
the requirement to protect pension rights at the date of change.  In addition, valuation factors to 
place a value on Defined Benefit pensions for SFT purposes will vary with the age at which the 
pensions are drawn down thereby improving equity within the regime.

I would not categorise my engagement with the pensions sector on this matter as a “bar-
gain”, in the manner suggested by the details supplied with the Deputy’s question.  However, 
the assessment that the changes to the SFT regime required to deliver on the Budget 2013 
commitment to cap taxpayer subsidies to higher value pensions would have a considerably 
lower yield than originally put forward, meant that the achievement of the overall budgetary 
objectives (including the continuation of the reduced VAT rate for the tourism sector as part of 
the continued commitment to the Jobs Initiative) necessitated the imposition of the additional 
0.15% pension fund levy for 2014 and 2015.

As regards the restriction of tax relief on health contributions, the position is as I stated in 
my Budget day speech, that from 16 October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums 
will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion 
of premium paid in excess of these ceilings will no longer qualify for tax relief.

The cost of Income Tax relief in respect of medical insurance has increased significantly in 
recent years, at €404 million in 2011, €448 million in 2012 and is estimated to be €500 million 
in 2013.  Despite the increasing cost of the relief, the numbers insured are estimated to have 
reduced by approximately 170,000 over the same period, while at the same time the level of 
medical cover has decreased on some policies.  Against this background the increase in costs 
is unsustainable.

The Revenue Commissioners estimate, based on 2012 data, the most up to date data avail-
able, that up to 577,000 policy holders, which equates to just under 53% of all policies, may be 
affected by this measure.  However, I should point out that many will only be affected margin-
ally, depending on the cost of the policies that individuals purchase.  In addition, individuals can 
of course opt for less expensive policies and therefore avoid the impact of this measure entirely.

The new ceilings will ensure some continuing support via the tax system for those who 
purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more expensive 
policies.

It should be noted that the Commission on Taxation in its 2009 report recommended the 
retention of medical insurance relief but that it should be limited.  The introduction of an upper 
ceiling on the amount of medical insurance premiums that will qualify for tax relief achieves 
this recommendation.

05/11/2013WRG03900Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRG04000183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the home renovation incen-
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tive announced in budget 2014 will include VAT relief for the installation of water treatment 
units necessary to improve drinking water standards.  [46234/13]

05/11/2013WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget.  This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work car-
ried out on a principal private residence.  There is no VAT relief under this scheme.  Qualifying 
expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% VAT rate.  The work must cost a minimum of 
€5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract a credit of €675.  Where the cost of the work 
exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum credit of €4,050 will apply.  The credit is pay-
able over the two years following the year in which the work is carried out.  The work must 
commence on or after 1 January 2014 and be carried out during 2014 or 2015.

Homeowners must be Local Property Tax compliant in order to qualify under the Incentive, 
while building contractors must be tax compliant in order to carry out works.  The scheme will 
be administered through Revenue’s online systems. Contractors will be required to inform Rev-
enue in advance of details of works to be carried and will also be required to notify Revenue in 
relation to any payments received in respect of the works.  Homeowners will be able to view 
the information provided to Revenue by the contractor through the Revenue electronic systems 
and will also claim the relief through those systems.

The installation of water treatment units will be included for the purposes of this scheme.

05/11/2013WRG04200Pension Provisions

05/11/2013WRG04300184. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to the arrangements 
announced in budget 2014 relating to pension pot size, pension contributions and so on, the 
way the proposed changes will impact on the pension tax relief regime currently applied to civil 
servants earning €125,000, €150,000 and €200,000 respectively.  [46270/13]

05/11/2013WRG04400185. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to the arrangements 
announced in budget 2014 relating to pension pot size, pension contributions and so on, the way 
the proposed changes will impact on the pension tax relief regime currently applied to members 
of the Cabinet.  [46271/13]

05/11/2013WRG04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 
and 185 together.

As both questions 184 and 185 relate to the changes to the Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) 
regime announced in my 2014 Budget Statement and reflected in the recently published Fi-
nance (No. 2) Bill 2013, I propose to deal with them together.  I should state at the outset that 
there is insufficient detail in the questions to allow for anything other than a general response.

The primary purpose of the changes I am making to the SFT regime is to further restrict the 
capacity of higher earners to fund or accrue large pensions through tax-subsidised sources.  The 
SFT regime addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension accrual by 
dealing with it at the point of pension drawdown in retirement rather than by applying restric-
tions to pension savings or accrual upfront.  The regime achieves this by imposing a penal tax 
charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when they are drawn down.  In this 
way it acts to discourage the building up of large pension funds in the first place or unwinds the 
tax advantage of such overfunding by clawing back, through the penal tax charge, the tax relief 
granted.
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The changes I am making can be summarised as follows:

- firstly, the absolute value of the SFT is being reduced, with effect from 1 January 2014, 
from €2.3m to €2m;

- secondly, the valuation factor to be used for establishing the capital value of defined ben-
efit (DB) pension rights at the point of retirement, where this takes place after 1 January 2014, is 
being changed from the current standard valuation factor of 20 to a range of higher age–related 
valuation factors that will vary with the individual’s age at the point at which the pension rights 
are drawn down;

- thirdly, in calculating the capital value of a DB pension at the point of retirement, transi-
tional arrangements provide for a “split” calculation where part of the pension had already been 
accrued at 1 January 2014 so that the part accrued up to that date will be valued at a factor of 20 
and the part accrued after that date valued at the appropriate higher age-related valuation factor;

- finally, the reimbursement options, introduced in Finance Act 2012, for public servants 
affected by chargeable excess tax are being amended and extended.

As occurred on the occasion of the introduction of the SFT regime in 2005, and again when 
the value of the SFT limit was reduced to €2.3m in 2010, the legislation contained in the Fi-
nance Bill provides for an individual who has pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess of the 
new lower SFT limit of €2m, to claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue in order 
to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date.  This is subject to a maximum 
PFT of €2.3m, and individuals with PFTs from 2005 or 2010 retain those PFTs.

As before, the “grandfathering” provisions contained in the legislation reflect legal advice 
from the Attorney General.  However, unlike previous occasions, the grandfathering arrange-
ments this time around had to take cognisance not just of the reduction in the absolute level 
of the SFT from 1 January 2014, but also of the increase, from that date, in the factors for 
converting DB pension rights into capital value equivalents.  It is for that reason, lest there be 
any suggestion that the changes had retrospective application, that DB rights accrued up to 1 
January 2014 are to be capitalised at the existing valuation factor of 20, both for the purposes 
of determining if there is a PFT and for the purposes of placing a capital value on those rights 
at the time of retirement, where that takes place after 1 January 2014.

The changes and grandfathering arrangements outlined above apply, as appropriate, to both 
DB and defined contribution (DC) pension arrangements in both the private and public sectors.  
As regards DB pension arrangements, it is irrelevant whether an individual is a higher paid civil 
servant, a Cabinet Minister or a highly paid member of a private sector DB scheme, the same 
SFT rules apply to all such arrangements.

Specifically, the new lower SFT limit will apply to both DC and DB arrangements.  Those 
in DC pension arrangements can seek a PFT from Revenue if the capital value of their arrange-
ments exceeds €2m on 1 January 2014, subject to a maximum PFT of €2.3m.  If the value of 
their DC pension arrangements is below the SFT on 1 January 2014, their funds can continue 
to accumulate up to €2m through further tax-relieved pension contributions and fund growth, 
subject to the various annual contribution and earnings limits that apply, without any risk of 
a chargeable excess arising. Members of DB pension arrangements can equally aspire to a 
maximum “tax–relieved” fund of €2m.  However, in the case of DB pension arrangements, 
members of such arrangements do not have individual “earmarked” funds (as is the case in DC 
arrangements) and this, coupled with the fact that pension benefits in such arrangements reflect 
a “benefit promise” based on salary and service, dictates that the capital value of pension rights 
arising under such arrangements has to be determined in some other way.
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The SFT regime provides (and has always provided) a simple formula for this purpose.  The 
formula essentially requires the annual amount of pension payable to an individual under the ar-
rangement to be multiplied by a valuation or capitalisation factor in order to establish the capital 
value, both for PFT purposes and for the purposes of establishing the value of DB pension rights 
at the point of retirement.  Up to now, a single valuation factor of 20 has been used for these 
purposes.  In light, however, of the major criticism levelled at the existing SFT regime, that 
the fixed rate conversion factor of 20:1 was inequitable relative to DC pension arrangements 
given the higher market annuity rates that those with DC pension arrangements could face if 
they were to purchase annuities, I have moved to introduce higher age-related factors.  This will 
substantially improve the equity between DC and DB arrangements and as between those who 
retire at younger ages and those who retire later in life.  These are significant changes.

The value of DB pension rights accrued up to 1 January 2014 will, under the grandfathering 
requirements, be valued for the purposes of the SFT regime at the existing factor of 20.  If the 
capital value so determined exceeds the new lower SFT limit of €2m, such individuals may seek 
a PFT from Revenue, subject to the overall limit of €2.3m referred to earlier.  In such cases, 
additional pension benefits accrued after 1 January will be valued using the relevant higher 
age-related factor and will, as for DC arrangements, be fully exposed to chargeable excess tax.  
Where the capital value of DB rights is less than €2m on 1 January, such individuals may con-
tinue to accrue pension rights up to the SFT limit but those additional rights will be valued at 
the relevant higher age-related factor.

Whether DB or DC arrangements are involved, on each occasion that an individual becomes 
entitled to receive a benefit under a pension arrangement for the first time (called a “benefit 
crystallisation event” or BCE) they use up part of their SFT or PFT, as the case may be.   At 
each BCE, a capital value has to be attributed to the benefits that crystallise and the value is then 
tested against the SFT or the individual’s PFT, as appropriate, by the pension scheme adminis-
trator.  For DC pension arrangements, the capital value of pension rights when they are drawn 
down after 1 January 2014 is simply the value of the assets in the arrangement that represent the 
member’s accumulated rights on that date, in other words the value of the DC fund at the point 
of drawdown. In the case of DB pension arrangements, the default position is that the capital 
value of such rights drawn down after 1 January 2014 is determined by multiplying the gross 
annual pension that would be payable to the individual by the appropriate age-related valuation 
factor.  If the DB arrangement provides for a separate lump sum entitlement (otherwise than by 
way of commutation of part of the pension) e.g. most public service schemes, the value of the 
lump sum is added to the capital value of the DB pension to arrive at the overall capital value.

However, reflecting the grandfathering requirements referred to earlier, where part of the 
DB pension has been accrued at 1 January 2014 and part after that date, the transitional arrange-
ments provide for the part accrued at 1 January to be valued at the factor of 20 and the part ac-
crued after that date at the appropriate higher age-related factor.

When the capital value of a BCE, either on its own or when aggregated with earlier BCEs, 
exceeds the SFT, or an individual’s PFT, the excess is subject to an immediate tax charge at 
41%, which has to be paid upfront by the pension fund administrator and recovered from the 
individual. In addition, when the remainder of the excess is subsequently drawn down as a pen-
sion (or, for example, by way of a distribution from an Approved Retirement Fund or vested 
Personal Retirement Savings Account) it is subject to tax at the individual’s marginal rate, thus 
giving rise to an effective income tax rate on a chargeable excess of some 65%, excluding any 
liability to USC and PRSI.

The Finance Bill also amends and extends the reimbursement options, introduced in Fi-
nance Act 2012, for public servants affected by chargeable excess tax who are required to 
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reimburse the public sector pension fund administrator for the upfront payment of the tax to 
Revenue.  Unlike affected individuals in the private sector, public servants cannot minimise or 
prevent the breaching of the SFT or PFT by ceasing contributions or benefit accrual.  The focus 
of the changes is to reduce the amount that can be recovered from the net retirement lump sum 
payable to the individual to a maximum of 20% of the net lump sum (from 50%) and to include 
the option of reimbursement of the pension fund administrator solely by way of a reduction in 
the gross pension payable over a period not exceeding 20 years.

05/11/2013WRG04600Credit Unions Restructuring

05/11/2013WRG04700186. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the reason he has not responded to 
the Newbridge Credit Union action group’s alternative proposals which would allow it to keep 
the credit union in Newbridge, while at the same time staff have received a notice that they will 
be transferring to Naas, County Kildare.  [46288/13]

05/11/2013WRG04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As agreed at the meeting with New-
bridge Credit Union Action Group, on receipt of their alternative proposal, I forwarded it to 
Professor Honohan, Governor of the Central Bank, with a view to a meeting between the Cen-
tral Bank and the Action Group.  This is now a matter for the Central Bank and I understand 
that the meeting took place last week.  A transfer under the Central Bank and Credit Institutions 
(Resolution) Act 2011 constitutes a relevant transfer under the European Communities (Protec-
tion of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003, which was the basis for the 
notification of staff.

05/11/2013WRG04900NAMA Debtor Agreements

05/11/2013WRG05000187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to debtors within the National Asset Management Agency applying pressure to commercial 
tenants with upward-only rent leases; and if NAMA has any policy which encourages debtors 
to engage with tenants on rents, rather than pursue them through expensive court battles and 
potentially close tenant businesses down.  [46340/13]

05/11/2013WRG05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA proactively encourages its debt-
ors and receivers to engage with tenants in relation to rents and operates a specific Guidance 
Note to enable tenants to make an application through their landlord for a reduction in rent 
on upward-only commercial leases relating to business premises that secure its loans.  Under 
the Guidance Note on Upwards Only Rent Reviews, which NAMA published in December 
2011, and which is available on the Agency’s website, http://www.nama.ie/download/publica-
tions/NAMAGuidanceNoteUpwardOnlyRentReviews.pdf it has to date approved rent abate-
ments proposed by its debtors and receivers with an aggregate annual value in excess of €17m.  
NAMA has refused only 10 of the 312 applications received to date.  If any tenant considers 
that his or her landlord is not engaging with them as specified in the Guidance Note, he or she 
can contact NAMA directly through the email address, info@nama.ie.

05/11/2013WRG05200NAMA Property Sales

05/11/2013WRG05300188. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he will establish an independent 
mechanism where the sale of property and outlets by the National Asset Management Agency 
is reviewed and a report given to Dáil Éireann, or a nominated Dáil Committee, outlining the 
original perceived value of the property or outlet; the perceived value at point of same, the sale 
price and the value of the property/outlet now; if he will also include the person or company to 
whom it was sold; and for full accounting years to end 2013 and in future years.  [46349/13]

05/11/2013WRG05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I do not intend to establish such a mech-
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anism.  NAMA does not sell property.  Rather, property securing NAMA’s loans are sold by 
debtors and receivers. NAMA is subject to confidentiality obligations under sections 99 and 202 
of the NAMA Act.  It also has a commercial and statutory independent mandate and strategies 
applied in accordance with this mandate, including those relating to the sale of property, are a 
matter for the NAMA Board.  As with the detailed business of other commercial State bodies, it 
would be inappropriate for members of the Oireachtas to become involved in the detail of indi-
vidual transactions involving NAMA.  It is my view also that the effect of the proposed mecha-
nism would be to place NAMA and, by extension, Irish taxpayers, at a commercial disadvan-
tage relative to banks and other competing deleveraging entities.  There is also a risk that such 
a mechanism would discourage potential buyers from participating in NAMA-related sales.

05/11/2013WRG05500NAMA Property Sales

05/11/2013WRG05600189. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if a list of all properties handled 
and sold by the National Asset Management Agency is available; the total original value of 
the properties and the value for which they were sold; and if NAMA has made available to 
his Department the names of persons or companies that have bought properties from NAMA.  
[46350/13]

05/11/2013WRG05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would remind the Deputy that, as 
Minister for Finance, I have no role in relation to strategies applied by the NAMA Board in 
fulfilling its commercial mandate and I do not intervene in the detail of NAMA’s business and 
I would consider it inappropriate to do so.  More generally, the publication of information 
relating to individual NAMA sales, as suggested by the Deputy, would be in contravention of 
NAMA’s statutory duty of confidentiality; would place it and by extension Irish taxpayers at 
a commercial disadvantage relative to other deleveraging entities that would not be subject to 
similar requirements; and would ultimately reduce the expediency of NAMA’s sales and the 
value realised from these sales.  The proposed measure would, therefore, have the effect of ob-
structing NAMA from achieving its statutory commercial mandate on behalf of Irish taxpayers.

05/11/2013WRG05800NAMA Property Sales

05/11/2013WRG05900190. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if there are any properties sold 
by the National Asset Management Agency where the full price for a property has not been 
received or discharged in full to NAMA by the buyer.  [46351/13]

05/11/2013WRG06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that there have 
been no cases to date where a purchaser’s contractual arrangements with NAMA have not been 
fulfilled. 

05/11/2013WRH00200Tax Clearance Certificates

05/11/2013WRH00300191. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange for the issue 
of a tax clearance certificate in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46386/13]

05/11/2013WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they do not have any record of an application for a Tax Clearance Certificate from 
the individual concerned.  If this person requires a Tax Clearance Certificate there is a facility 
to apply for this online at www.revenue.ie. Should he require further assistance he can contact 
Laura Murphy on 021 6027018.
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05/11013WRH00500Mortgage Arrears Code of Conduct

05/11/2013WRH00600192. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance the options available to a 
mortgage holder who finds that his or her lending agency disregards the code of conduct on 
mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46396/13]

05/11/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that, 
where a borrower believes that their lender has not complied with or in any way disregarded the 
Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, he/she may make a complaint to their 
lender.  The lender must seek to resolve the borrower’s complaint in line with the complaints 
handling process set out in provisions 10.7 to 10.12 of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection 
Code.  Each lender must also have an appeals process in place to enable a borrower to appeal in 
relation to a decision of the lender, including:

- Where an alternative repayment arrangement is offered by a lender and the borrower is not 
willing to enter into the alternative repayment arrangement;

- Where a lender declines to offer an alternative repayment arrangement to a borrower; and

- Where a lender classifies a borrower as not co-operating. 

For this purpose, each lender must establish an Appeals Board to consider and determine 
any such appeals submitted by borrowers.  

If the borrower remains dissatisfied following the outcome from the complaints or appeals 
process, he/she may then refer the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman who deals in-
dependently with unresolved complaints from consumers about their individual dealings with 
all financial service providers.

05/11/2013WRH00800Exchequer Revenue

05/11/2013WRH00900193. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the net benefit to the Ex-
chequer as a result of the 15,000 jobs that have been created since the reduction in the VAT rate; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46415/13]

05/11/2013WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not possible to calculate the net 
benefit to the Exchequer as a result of the 15,000 jobs that have been created since the reduc-
tion in the VAT rate that would take account of all of the variables that apply in every case. 
However, I can put forward a specific example for the information of the Deputy.  The calcula-
tions presented are based on a single individual who takes up full time employment, 39 hours 
a week at the minimum hourly rate of €8.65 per hour, which equates to an annual income of 
€17,542 per annum.  Before taking up the employment, the individual was entitled to the full 
rate of Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance at €188 per week.  No other secondary benefits, which the 
individual may have been entitled to, have been included for the purpose of these computations.  
Furthermore, it is assumed that the individual is not in receipt of a medical card and therefore 
does not benefit from the concessionary Universal Social Charge (USC) rate.  In addition, the 
calculations that have been computed below are on the assumption that the 15,000 jobs men-
tioned by the Deputy would have not been created without the reduction in the VAT rate.  

The following tax credits have been included in the computation:

Tax Credits €
PAYE tax credit: €1,650
Personal tax credit: €1,650
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Tax Liability 2013  

Tax €
Earnings €17,542
USC (€547)
Employee PRSI Nil

Tax €
Employer PRSI (€746)
Income Tax (€208)
Total Deductions €1,501

Additional tax revenues of €22.5 million per annum (€1,501 per annum X 15,000 employ-
ments) would be generated over a full tax year in such a case.  In addition, savings of €146.6 
million (€9,776 per annum X 15,000 claimants) would be achieved in relation to Jobseekers 
payments. Therefore, the total annual benefit to the Exchequer would be €169 million in this 
specific example.

However, I would stress again that this is a very specific and simple analysis.  What is not 
reflected in the calculations is the potential costs which would have arisen had it not been for 
the cut in the VAT rate, such as increased numbers on the live register.  In this context, one of 
the explicit goals of the measure was the retention of existing staff whom would otherwise have 
lost their job, by improving the margins for operators in these labour intensive sectors.  While, 
it is not possible to readily place a figure on this, I am confident that this is indeed the case.

05/11/2013WRH01050Tax Yield

05/11/2013WRH01200194. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of 
the reduction in VAT to 9% which the levy on private sector pension savings was meant to fund 
in each year since it was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46416/13]

05/11/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism 
related services was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Government Jobs Initiative.  The 
measure was designed to boost tourism and create additional jobs in that sector. The measure 
was estimated to cost €120 million in 2011, €350 million in 2012, €350 million in 2013, and 
€60 million in 2014.  In the recent Budget I announced that the 9% VAT rate would be retained, 
at a cost of €290 million in 2014 and €350 million in a full year.

05/11/2013WRH01400Exchequer Revenue

05/11/2013WRH01500195. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount  collected since 
the levy on private sector pension savings was introduced has been spent on job creation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46417/13]

05/11/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A temporary 0.6% stamp duty levy on 
pension fund assets was introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 as a measure to fund the 
Jobs Initiative.  This was estimated to yield €470 million a year for 4 years.  The Revenue Com-
missioners have advised me that receipts amounted to €463 million in 2011 and €483 million in 
2012.  This is broadly in line with the amounts anticipated to be collected in those years.  €534 
million was collected in 2013 to date, due to an increase in the capital value of pension funds.   
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The Jobs Initiative announced in 2011 included a range of revenue and expenditure measures 
to support the protection of existing jobs and the creation of new ones.  It provided for the sus-
pension of the Air Travel Tax subject to the airlines increasing passenger numbers by restoring 
previously cancelled routes and by creating new routes.  It also included the reduction of VAT 
on tourism services to 9% from 13.5% on a temporary basis until the end of 2013.  A number of 
other tax initiatives were also included.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced the reduction of the Air Travel Tax to zero with 
effect from 1st April 2014 and the continuation of the 9% VAT rate for the tourism and hospital-
ity sector.  The decision to remove the tax, together with the retention 9% VAT rate for tourism 
services, will help maintain the momentum created by the success of The Gathering this year.  
Since the Budget announcement, airlines have announced the opening up of new routes which 
will generate a significant increase in passenger numbers with the associated increase in tour-
ism activity and employment.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures, 
including a number aimed at retraining the workforce.  While the details of the expenditure on 
these measures are a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
Brendan Howlin T.D., I would ask the Deputy to note that, my colleague the Minister for So-
cial Protection, Joan Burton T.D., with responsibility for JobBridge, the National Internship 
scheme, recently announced that the number of internships, originally planned at 5,000 has now 
exceeded 20,000.  Indecon Economic Consultants undertook an evaluation of the JobBridge 
scheme in 2012 (published in April 2013) and their report found that 61.4% of the JobBridge 
survey respondents were in employment within 5 months of finishing their internships.

In terms of measures in the education sector, the Springboard scheme as announced in the 
Jobs Initiative had initially provided for 5,900 places.  During 2011 and 2012, over 10,000 
people enrolled on programmes under the Springboard scheme.  The scheme has been extended 
further with my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn T.D. announcing 
in June this year, another 6,000 places under the third Springboard allocation.  Further rollouts 
of the Springboard scheme will be considered in the context of the findings of an on-going 
evaluation.

In Budget 2014, I have introduced an additional levy on pension funds of 0.15% within the 
existing legal framework.  This is estimated to yield €135 million in a full year.  I am doing this 
among other things to continue to help fund measures initially outlined in the Jobs Initiative, 
including the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate, which is estimated to cost €350 million 
in a full year.  The 0.15% additional levy will remain in place for 2015 while the originally an-
nounced 0.6% levy expires at the end of 2014.

051/2013WRH01700Pensions Levy Issues

05/11/2013WRH01800196. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of pensioners 
who have had their pension incomes reduced as a result of the levy on private sector pension 
savings; if an impact analysis was carried out to ensure that these pensioners would not endure 
undue hardship as a result of their pensions being reduced again; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46418/13]

05/11/2013WRH01900197. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount collected in 
each year since the levy on private sector pension savings was introduced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46420/13]

05/11/2013WRH02000198. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount he expects to 
receive in 2014 from the increased 0.75% levy on private sector pension savings; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [46421/13]

05/11/2013WRH02100199. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the additional 
levy of 0.15% on private sector pension savings is going towards making provisions for poten-
tial State liabilities which may emerge form pre-existing or future pension fund difficulties due 
to double insolvency; his estimate of the the extent of these potential liabilities; if those funds 
will be specifically ring-fenced for that purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46422/13]

05/11/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 196 to 
199, inclusive, together.

I announced in my recent Budget speech that the 0.6% Pension Fund Levy introduced to 
fund the Jobs Initiative in 2011 will be abolished from 31st December 2014.  I will however, 
introduce an additional levy on pension funds at 0.15%.  I am doing this to continue to help fund 
the Jobs Initiative, including the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate detailed below and 
to make provision for potential State liabilities which may emerge from pre-existing or future 
pension fund difficulties.  The additional levy within the existing legal framework will apply to 
pension fund assets in 2014 and 2015.

The pension fund levy imposes an annual stamp duty on the market value of assets under 
management in pension schemes approved by the Revenue Commissioners under Irish tax leg-
islation.

The chargeable persons for the levy are the trustees or other persons (including insurance 
companies) with responsibility for the management of the assets of the pension schemes or 
plans.  The payment of the levy is treated as a necessary expense of a pension scheme and the 
trustees or insurer, as appropriate, are entitled, where they decide to do so, to adjust current or 
prospective benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the levy.  It is up to the trustees 
to decide whether and how the levy should be passed on and who should be impacted and to 
what extent, given the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for which they are re-
sponsible.

Individuals may be affected in different ways by the pension fund levy.  I am not in a po-
sition to comment on what the precise impact of the levy will be in all cases on individuals 
or individual funds, schemes, members or retired members as this depends, for example, on 
whether and to what extent pension fund trustees and Life Offices decide to pass on the levy to 
individual members, given the particular circumstances of the pension funds or pension plans 
that they are responsible for.

However, should the option of reducing scheme benefits be taken, in no case may the reduc-
tion in an individual member’s or class of member’s benefits exceed the member’s or class of 
member’s share of the levy.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that receipts to date from the 0.6% stamp 
duty levy on pension fund assets introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 amounted to €463 
million in 2011 and €483 million in 2012.

The yield so far in 2013 is €534 million. The deadline date for payment of the levy for 
2013 was 25 September 2013.  It is not clear at this stage if there will be any further payments 
received in 2013.

The yield from the pension fund levy in 2014 is estimated at €675 million.  The yield from 
the pension fund levy at the reduced rate of 0.15% in 2015 is estimated at €135 million.
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The revenues arising to the Exchequer from the levy are, in common with Exchequer rev-
enues generally, not hypothecated to any particular item of expenditure or liability but have 
been used to help fund the various measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative.  One of the very 
significant and successful measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative – the reduced VAT rate of 
9% on tourism and certain other services – was due to end this year. In my Budget speech, I an-
nounced the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate.  I also announced that the Air Travel Tax 
is being reduced to zero with effect from 1 April 2014.  The combined cost of these initiatives 
is estimated at close to €400 million in a full year.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures. 
While the details of the expenditure on these measures are a matter for my colleagues in Cabinet, 
I would ask the Deputy to note that the Jobs Initiative originally provided for 5,000 places under 
Jobbridge, the National Internship scheme and 5,900 places under the Springboard scheme. 
Numbers who have participated in Jobbridge have now exceeded 20,000 with an evaluation by 
Indecon Economic Consultants finding that 61.4% of survey respondents were in employment 
within 5 months of finishing their internships.  The Springboard scheme, now in its third itera-
tion, has expanded to over 16,500 places. The expansion of these schemes, reflective of their 
success, will require further funding from the Exchequer.

The extent of the potential State liabilities from the pre-existing or future pension fund 
difficulties is a matter currently under examination by my colleague the Minister for Social 
Protection.  As I have already indicated, however, the proceeds from the levy that accrue to the 
Exchequer are not set aside in the manner suggested in the question and expenditure decisions 
on the use of those and other funds will be made as they arise in the normal way.

05/11/2013WRH02300Pensions Levy Issues

05/11/2013WRH02400200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance regarding the additional 
0.15% pension fund levy effective from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2015, if he will con-
sider not going ahead with the introduction of this measure; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46440/13]

05/11/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The additional 0.15% stamp duty levy 
on pension fund assets will apply for 2014 and 2015. I have no plans to change this measure.

05/11/2013WRH02550Living City Initiative

05/11/2013WRH02700201. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending the 
living cities initiative to the historically important pre-1915 houses of the Victorian seaside re-
sort of Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46473/13]

05/11/2013WRH02800224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the ap-
plication for EU state aid approval of the living city initiative tax measures.  [46916/13]

05/11/2013WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 
and 224 together. 

The Living City Initiative is a pilot scheme, designed to encourage people back to the centre 
of Irish cities to live in historic buildings and encourage the regeneration of the retail heartland 
of central business districts.

The initial pilot will be a targeted scheme to enable an assessment to be made as to the ef-
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fectiveness of the scheme.

The Living City Initiative was announced as part of Finance Bill 2013.  I stated at the time 
that the proposed scheme would be subject to a full ex-ante cost benefit analysis and would 
require State Aid approval from the European Commission.  The cost benefit analysis was re-
cently presented to my Department and has been published on the Department’s website.  On 
foot of the recommendations contained in this independent report, I made an announcement in 
my 2014 Budget Statement that I was proposing to extend the Initiative to include designated 
areas of four other cities.  I do not intend to extend the scope of the Initiative beyond the six 
cities identified.

Following the receipt of the report, an application for EU State Aid approval will be submit-
ted shortly to the European Commission and the evidence presented in the cost benefit analysis 
will form part of this application.

The Initiative can not be commenced until EU State Aid approval is received.

  Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRH03100Government Deficit

05/11/2013WRH03200203. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 90 of 24 October 2013, if he will provide a breakdown of the measures that contributed 
to the respective savings categorised as increase in savings from prior year measures, capital 
expenditure measures, Revenue carryover, and other. [46580/13]

05/11/2013WRH03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the answer to Parliamentary Question 
No. 90 of 24 October this year I provided a breakdown of the measures that made up the bud-
getary adjustment contained in Budget 2014.  This included an estimate of around €0.5 billion 
in revenue carryover.  The most significant element of this carryover is an estimated €300 mil-
lion from the Local Property Tax.  It also contains €120 million from the estimated yield from 
changes to the maximum allowable pension fund at retirement for tax purposes which was first 
announced in Budget 2013.  In addition, it includes around €60 million in income tax carryover 
as well as an estimate of the order of €50 million resulting from changes to PRSI.  There are 
also some smaller carryover measures, both positive and negative, which, when all told amount 
to around €530 million.  The savings from prior year measures and capital expenditure mea-
sures are the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
but details about the expenditure carryover measures are included in the Expenditure Report 
2013 published in December 2012.

05/11/2013WRH03400Tax Code

05/11/2013WRH03500204. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his plans to address the 
rental income tax issue that arises where a family that owns an apartment that is now too small 
for its needs wants to rent out that property while continuing to pay the mortgage on it which 
may be in negative equity, while proceeding to rent a residence elsewhere suitable to the fam-
ily’s needs; if he will consider introducing an amendment to the Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 to 
allow for the deduction of any income arising from the rent on the property the family owns 
against the expense of renting another property to address this tax liability, with the provision 
of strict criteria, as it would be of benefit to many families that want to move but can not sell 
or save for a deposit for a negative equity mortgage, and free up apartments in areas of high 
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demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46611/13]

05/11/2013WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I understand it, the Deputy’s ques-
tion appears to concern the provision of a tax deduction from general income equivalent to the 
amount of taxable rental income arising from the letting out of unsuitable family accommoda-
tion in circumstances where the family is renting a property more suitable to their needs.  I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that rental income for tax purposes is the gross rental 
income less allowable expenses incurred in earning that rent, as specified in section 97(2) of the 
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  The main deductible expenses are:

- any rent payable by the landlord in the case of a sub-lease;

- the cost to the landlord of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant;

- the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property;

- the interest paid on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair the property 
(which, in the case of residential property, is restricted to 75% of the interest and is subject to 
compliance with PRTB registration requirements for all tenancies that existed in relation to the 
property in the relevant year); and

- payment of local authority rates.

In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation.  These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per an-
num of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

The effect of the deduction of allowable expenses from gross rent means that the amount of 
taxable rental income will often be substantially lower than the gross rent, and could be nil.  On 
that basis, it is not clear that a deduction for taxable rental income, if any, arising on the original 
property would be of particular benefit to the individual.

I am also advised by the Commissioners that the existing scheme of tax relief for rent pay-
able in respect of residential property, which is provided for in section 473 TCA 1997, does not 
apply to individuals who began renting property after 7/12/2010 and is being withdrawn on a 
phased basis over the tax years 2011 to 2018.

[It would be incongruous if, while phasing out this relief, I was to introduce another type 
of rent relief in respect of residential accommodation, the benefits of which would be highly 
uncertain.]

05/11/2013WRH03700National Debt

05/11/2013WRH03800205. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on 
whether savings will be made on servicing the national debt next year; his views on the state-
ment of the Economic Social and Research Institute that the cost of servicing the national debt 
next year could be as low as €7.7 billion. [46621/13]

05/11/2013WRH03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I outlined in my Budget Day speech, 
in order to achieve a General Government deficit of 4.8% of GDP in 2014, a total adjustment 
package of the order of €3.1 billion is required.  This adjustment package comprises €2.5 billion 
in expenditure cuts and revenue increases, complemented by additional resources/other savings 
of some €0.6 billion.  As part of the additional resources/savings identified, the Budget 2014 
debt service estimate for 2014 is some €0.2 billion lower than the corresponding April 2013 
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Stability Programme Update estimate.  This reduction is largely due to lower than previously 
planned Government bond issuance and an improvement in the interest rate outlook generally 
for 2014.  This brings the estimate for interest on the National Debt in 2014 down to €8.15 bil-
lion.

The NTMA’s primary debt management objectives are to ensure adequate liquidity for the 
Exchequer and to keep debt service costs to a minimum over the medium-term, subject to an 
acceptable level of risk.  I am satisfied that the Budget 2014 estimate for National Debt interest 
is a robust estimate, based on reasonable assumptions and one which reflects the primary debt 
management objectives of the NTMA referred to above.

05/11/2013WRH04000Tax Exemptions

05/11/2013WRH04100206. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the progress he has made in 
his discussions with the Department of Justice and Equality and the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency regarding exemptions from anti-money laundering requirements in relation to the 
purchase of small value prize bonds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46668/13]

05/11/2013WRH04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials of my Department are con-
tinuing to explore with the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) whether or not 
exemptions available under the Third Money Laundering Directive (2005/60/EC) and its Im-
plementing Directive (2006/70/EC) may be applied to small value purchases of prize bonds 
facilitated on behalf of the State by An Post and the Prize Bond Company.

05/11/2013WRH04300Property Taxation Assessments

05/11/2013WRH04400207. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance the reason a local property tax 
letter from the Revenue Commissioners to a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow says 
the person’s 2014 LPT is €810, as opposed to a lesser amount, in view of fact that the 2013 LPT 
return for the half year was €202; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46704/13]

05/11/2013WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a key 
component of the work undertaken in connection with the administration of Local Property 
Tax (LPT) was the development of a register of residential properties in the State.  The devel-
opment of the Property Register required Revenue to extract and consolidate data in relation 
to approximately 2 million individual property records from across multiple sources including 
various Government and non-Government agencies.  Some of the properties were difficult to 
match with absolute certainty because of different variations of addresses and names across the 
different datasets.  This was particularly prevalent in rural areas which resulted in some dupli-
cation of properties on the Property Register or the incorrect association of some individuals 
with properties that were unconnected to them.  Throughout its communications programme, 
Revenue clearly stated that it was inevitable that some of the data matching would be incorrect 
given the scale of the project and advised all property owners who received incorrect details 
in regard to their properties to make immediate contact to correct the record.  Revenue also 
advised that, if taxpayers did not make contact, they ran the risk of being incorrectly assessed 
for LPT against a property they did not own or that possibly did not exist (i.e., a duplicate entry 
on the register).

In regard to the specific case mentioned by the Deputy, Revenue has informed me that the 
person in question was categorised as a ‘multiple owner’ of two properties on the Property Reg-
ister.  Revenue subsequently assessed the person in respect of both properties for 2013, which 
was repeated for 2014.  This gave rise to the €810 charge, which was €405 in respect of each 
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property.

The person was assessed for the two properties for 2014 because, while he paid his 2013 
liability on one property, he did not make contact with Revenue about the other property.  As a 
consequence Revenue issued an estimated notification for the ‘second property’ in addition to 
the correct notification in regard to the ‘first property’.

I am advised that Revenue has now contacted the person in question and has established that 
there is only one property involved and that the ‘second property’ is in fact a duplicate.  The 
Property Register has been updated to reflect the correct situation and the taxpayer has been 
advised that his LPT liability for 2014 is €405.

05/11/2013WRH04600Tax Code

05/11/2013WRH04700208. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the way the single person 
child carer tax credit will be applied where there is shared custody; if it will be possible for 
parents to split the credit taking access and maintenance arrangements into account; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46714/13]

05/11/2013WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the ex-
tended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such that 
it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be available 
per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child.  This 
is the same condition that applies to the current One-Parent Family Tax Credit.  Given the dif-
ficult fiscal environment it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order to 
ensure that they are properly targeted and if necessary re-focused in order that they can achieve 
the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system that allows multiple claims in 
respect of the same child is unsustainable.

The Commission on Taxation acknowledged that the One-Parent Family Tax Credit plays 
a role in supporting and incentivising the labour market participation of single and widowed 
parents.  However, in its recommendations it concluded that the credit should be retained but 
that it should be allocated to the principal carer only. The restructuring of the credit will achieve 
such an outcome.

Allocation of childcare responsibilities is primarily for parents to agree.  Practical imple-
mentation issues, such as that which you have raised, are being considered as part of the Fi-
nance Bill process.

05/11/2013WRH04900Property Taxation Collection

05/11/2013WRH05000209. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding un-
collected local property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46730/13]

05/11/2013WRH05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it outlined 
the sequence of events that led to the Local Property Tax (LPT) payment difficulties in this case 
when responding to the Deputy’s previous Question on the issue (Question No. 14 on 15 Octo-
ber 2013, 43163/13).  Revenue also acknowledged and apologised for the error at that time.  In 
summary, the property in question was not included on Revenue’s Property Register due to con-
flicting address information held on the various IT systems from which Revenue electronically 
extracted the data.  The issue was manually investigated and the properly was then included 
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on the Register.  Unfortunately, during the upload process the person’s payment option did not 
correctly transfer across to the Register.

Revenue again apologises for the error and also accepts that it was not aware of the issue at 
the time the Deputy made his original representation.  However, as soon as Revenue became 
aware of the issue, a member of the LPT team made contact with the person concerned, to firstly 
offer an apology, and to explain the alternative payment options available.  A revised payment 
arrangement was agreed with the person and direct contact details were left with her in case she 
required any further assistance or clarifications.  I am assured that this contact arrangement is 
still in place should the person or her daughter wish to discuss the issue further.

I note the Deputy’s concern that the issue was only resolved because of his intervention.  
However, Revenue assures me that the issue would have been identified through the various 
validation processes and compliance programmes that are in place to ensure the accuracy of the 
information stored on the Register.

Finally, the Deputy will be aware that Revenue clearly indicated in all of its communica-
tions that some errors were inevitable given the scale of the requirement to build a Property 
Register in such a short period of time.  Revenue assures me that this process is for the most 
part complete and it is anticipated that errors of this nature are unlikely to arise into the future.

05/11/2013WRH05200Bank Codes of Conduct

05/11/2013WRH05300210. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the advice he will offer to 
persons (details supplied) in relation to a bank overdraft.  [46782/13]

05/11/2013WRH05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the deputy will be aware for contrac-
tual confidentiality reasons AIB is precluded from discussing or divulging details of individual 
customer accounts.  However I am advised by the Bank that all customers are dealt with fairly 
and  in line with AIB’s existing bank credit & lending policies.  Where customers are experi-
encing financial difficulty I would encourage them to engage with their relationship manager or 
their local branch as early as possible to ensure a mutually acceptable solution can be achieved.

05/11/2013WRH05500Health Insurance Prices

05/11/2013WRH05600211. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the number of private health 
insurance policies that will be directly affected by the measures announced in budget 2014; the 
VHI plans that will be affected; the percentage of VHI policies this represents; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46793/13]

05/11/2013WRH05700212. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the VHI insurance plans that 
will not be affected by the measures announced in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46794/13]

05/11/2013WRH05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 
and 212 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that based on 2012 data, the most up to date 
data available, it is estimated that up to 577,000 policy holders, which provide cover for 1.1 
million individuals, may be affected by this measure.  The Revenue estimate is based on an 
analysis carried out on the annual returns and the gross premium prices (i.e. before tax relief at 
source is applied) submitted by the Health Insurers in respect of the 2012 tax year.  However, 
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it should be noted that many will only be affected marginally, depending on the cost of the 
policies that individuals purchase.  In addition, individuals can of course opt for less expensive 
policies and therefore avoid the impact of this measure entirely.

The new ceilings will ensure some continuing support via the tax system for those who 
purchase medical insurance policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more expensive 
policies.

Pricing of insurance premiums, and consequently the policies that are affected by the in-
troduction of the new ceilings for tax relief, is a matter for health insurers.  As the information 
requested in respect of the VHI is of a commercially sensitive nature, I am informed by the 
Revenue Commissioners that their obligation to observe confidentiality for taxpayers and small 
groups of taxpayers precludes from providing the information requested.

05/11/2013WRJ00200Property Taxation Assessments

05/11/2013WRJ00300213. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Sligo has not received a response from the Revenue Commissioners re-
garding the local property tax to attempts to have the band 3 on their property adjusted to band 
2; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46811/13]

05/11/2013WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a valu-
ation band adjustment was not made to the property to which the Deputy refers because the 
original correspondence sent to Revenue in relation to the issue was not received.   As a conse-
quence,  Revenue based the 2014 liability on the 2013 LPT declaration, which confirmed that 
the value of the property in question was within Band 3 (€150,000 to €200,000) and as such was 
correctly liable to a €315 charge for the full year.

From discussions between LPT Branch and the Deputy’s office it appears that the email ad-
dress used to submit the correspondence to Revenue contained an incorrect character and was 
not delivered to the LPT email address.  Revenue has confirmed to me that the Deputy’s office 
has now provided copies of all the relevant correspondence.  Revenue has also confirmed that a 
member of the LPT Branch has contacted the person in question directly and confirmed to him 
that the valuation has now been amended from Band 3 to Band 2 and that he is liable to a €225 
charge for 2014 rather than €315. 

Questions Nos. 214 to 216, inclusive, answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRJ00600NAMA Portfolio Issues

05/11/2013WRJ00700217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is 
acceptable that the National Asset Management Agency will make available the names of de-
velopers not in NAMA, but will not state who is in NAMA, for the purposes of tenants wishing 
to establish if their landlords are in NAMA and therefore if they may be eligible for NAMA’s 
assistance in rental contract negotiations.  [46896/13]

05/11/2013WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA is subject to similar legal re-
quirements as other lenders that preclude it from disclosing details relating to its debtors or 
their properties.  As the Deputy is aware, NAMA operates a specific Guidance Note to facilitate 
tenants in making an application through their landlord for a reduction in rent on upward-only 
commercial leases relating to business premises that secure its loans.  

The Guidance Note is published on NAMA’s website, www.nama.ie.  If any tenant consid-
ers that his or her landlord is not engaging with them as specified in the Guidance Note, he or 
she can contact NAMA directly through the email address, info@nama.ie, and NAMA will seek 
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to ensure that appropriate engagement takes place in those cases where the property concerned 
acts as security for NAMA loans.  Clearly, in cases where the property does not secure NAMA 
loans, NAMA has no role to play and will make that clean to the tenant.  NAMA’s record is 
borne out by its approval to date of rent abatements with an aggregate annual value in excess 
of €17m, which is enabling small and medium businesses to continue trading and to maintain 
employment in difficult trading conditions. 

05/11/2013WRJ00900Tax Code

05/11/2013WRJ01000218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
will be affected by the decision to reduce the standard fund threshold from €2.3 million to €2 
million; and the amount on average he expects these persons to lose from their annual pension 
contribution tax reliefs. [46906/13]

05/11/2013WRJ01100219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way contributions to pen-
sions above the standard fund threshold will be treated for tax purposes, where the person has 
applied for or claimed a personal fund threshold from the Revenue Commissioners. [46907/13]

05/11/2013WRJ01200220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to state-
ments from those within the pension industry and others that changes to the standard fund 
threshold will result in an effective tax rate of 70% being paid on pension draw down in excess 
of €60,000 per annum. [46908/13]

05/11/2013WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218 to 
220, inclusive, together.

It is difficult to be definitive about the number of individuals that may be affected by the 
changes to the Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) regime.  Among other reasons, this is because 
the changes are likely to have both direct impacts and indirect behavioural impacts.  The direct 
impacts will be on individuals whose pension savings or entitlements will be in excess of the 
reduced SFT on 1 January 2014 (and who may seek a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT)) and 
those whose pension savings or entitlements may be below the threshold on that date but, with 
future contributions or accruals, may exceed the threshold in time.  For both of these groups 
where the SFT or PFT is exceeded at the point of retirement, chargeable excess tax will arise. 
However, the changes are also likely to mean that individuals (generally in the private sector) 
who may otherwise be affected by the amendments to the SFT, and who have the flexibility 
to do so, may change behaviour and opt out of additional pension saving or pension accrual, 
in circumstances where they can obtain compensatory payments from their employer, in order 
to avoid breaching the SFT or their PFT.  Overall, the changes could potentially impact, both 
directly and indirectly, on up to 10,000 individuals in the short to medium term.

The estimated yield from the changes to the SFT regime is €120 million and is expected to 
arise in two main ways.  Firstly, from the cessation of tax-relieved contributions to pension sav-
ing from those employees and individuals in the private sector affected in the short to medium 
term by the changes and secondly by the conversion, to some degree, of employer pension 
contributions and pension promises in respect of those employed individuals into compensatory 
current taxable remuneration.  In addition, some of the yield will also arise from affected indi-
viduals who remain in pension arrangements and continue to contribute to them or accrue ben-
efits under them, and will take the form of chargeable excess tax payable at retirement where 
their SFT or Personal Fund Threshold (PFT), as appropriate, is exceeded.  This increased tax 
will effectively claw back any tax subsidy which helped fund the excess over the SFT or PFT.

An individual who has pension savings or pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess of the 
new lower SFT limit of €2 million may claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue 
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in order to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date.  This is subject to a 
maximum PFT of €2.3m (i.e. the value of the current SFT).  For such an individual, any further 
pension contributions or pension accrual will give rise to a chargeable excess in due course.  If 
the value of an individual’s pension arrangements is below the SFT on 1 January 2014, they can 
continue to accumulate up to €2 million through further tax-relieved pension contributions and/
or pension accrual (subject to the various annual pension contribution and earnings limits that 
apply) without any risk of a chargeable excess arising. 

On each occasion that an individual becomes entitled to receive a benefit under a pension 
arrangement for the first time (called a “benefit crystallisation event” or BCE) they use up part 
of their SFT or PFT, as the case may be.  When the capital value of a BCE, either on its own 
or when aggregated with earlier BCEs, exceeds the SFT, or an individual’s PFT, the excess is 
subject to an immediate tax charge of 41%, which  has to be paid upfront by the pension fund 
administrator and recovered from the individual.  In addition, when the remainder of the excess 
is subsequently drawn down as a pension (or, for example, by way of a distribution from an 
Approved Retirement Fund or vested Personal Retirement Savings Account) it is also subject 
to tax at the individual’s marginal rate, thus giving rise to an effective income tax rate on a 
chargeable excess of some 65%, excluding any liability to USC and PRSI. In this way,  the SFT 
regime addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension accrual by impos-
ing a penal effective tax charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when they 
are drawn down, thus discouraging the building up of large pension funds in the first place or 
unwinding  the tax advantage of such overfunding. 

05/11/2013WRJ01400Tax Code

05/11/2013WRJ01500221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
will be affected by the abolition of the one-parent family tax credit.  [46912/13]

05/11/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that based on the most up to date data it is estimated that up to 15,400 individuals 
may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit to the principal carer.  However, 
ultimately it will depend on the circumstances of each individual carer and the allocation of 
childcare responsibilities, which is primarily for parents to agree. 

05/11/2013WRJ01700IBRC Issues

05/11/2013WRJ01800222. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the leaked 
publication of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation statement of affairs; if this statement is 
accurate; and if he has been alerted to any concerns around advanced billing of IBRC because 
of knowledge of the pending liquidation.  [46914/13]

05/11/2013WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Statement of Affairs was submitted 
by the former directors of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (now in Special Liquidation) 
on the 30th September and was then made available to any creditor of the bank who requested 
a copy. The Department is aware that the Statement was leaked and published on-line.

The Special Liquidators confirm that they have seen no evidence that there was advanced 
billing prior to the Special Liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited.

05/11/2013WRJ02000Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRJ02100223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if any measures were con-
tained in the budget 2014 document that were not included in the draft that was submitted to the 
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troika; and if so, which measures.  [46915/13]

05/11/2013WRJ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I want to be absolutely clear.  The Troi-
ka did not receive any advance draft of the Budget.

Officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform did 
however travel to Brussels to meet with the Troika in advance on the Budget where the broad 
parameters of Budget 2014 were discussed.  As is wholly appropriate, members of the Dáil are 
the first to view the budgetary measures.

Question No. 224 answered with Question No. 201.

05/11/2013WRJ02400Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRJ02500225. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the measures 
included in the finance section of budget 2014 and the subsequent Finance Bill that were pro-
posed to him by tax advisers from outside his Department; and if he will provide details of those 
advisers.  [46917/13]

05/11/2013WRJ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Prior to Budget 2014 I received in ex-
cess of 500 pre-Budget submissions from many sources. This would have included a variety of 
organisations, representative groups and individual members of the public.  Many of the sub-
missions would also have covered a wide range of issues that would already have been under 
consideration in the Budget process.  Submissions would have been recorded and distributed 
to relevant officials. Due regard would have been taken of the views expressed in the context 
of Budget and Finance Bill measures.  Where such views accorded with policy intentions, they 
may have been reflected in measures introduced in the Budget.  However, it would not be pos-
sible in the time available to identify specific proposals, or parts thereof, which would have 
been reflected in this way.

05/11/2013WRJ02700Betting Legislation

05/11/2013WRJ02800226. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Betting (Amend-
ment) Bill 2012 was withdrawn and replaced by the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013; the time-
frame for when this 2013 Bill will be passed; and its relationship to the measures on the taxation 
on betting in the Finance Bill and Budget 2104.  [46936/13]

05/11/2013WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Betting (Amendment) Bill 2012 
was designed to ensure a fair and equal treatment of all bookmakers and betting exchanges 
(betting intermediaries) offering services in Ireland and to bring into the licensing regime, for 
the first time, all remote bookmakers and betting intermediaries.  The introduction of a licensing 
regime for remote bookmakers and betting intermediaries which, in the majority of cases, are 
based outside the jurisdiction poses significant challenges in terms of enforcement and compli-
ance.  Some significant changes were needed, therefore, to the Bill as published in July 2012 
to strengthen controls as far as possible to ensure compliance with the new regulatory regime.

Officials from my Department worked closely with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel, 
the Office of the Attorney General, the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Justice 
and Equality in this regard and this resulted in the publication of the Betting (Amendment) Bill 
2013 in July last.  This new Bill supersedes the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2012 hence the mo-
tion to withdraw that Bill.

The new licensing system for remote operators will serve the important public interest in 
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preventing crime and protecting consumers against fraud and will ensure that all businesses 
offering betting services from Ireland or to persons in Ireland are regulated appropriately.  The 
Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 amends, for that purpose, the Betting Act of 1931 which con-
tains the existing provision governing licensing of bookmakers.

Under the Technical Standards Directive, the EU Commission had to be consulted about 
the Bill following its publication and this led to a standstill period of a minimum of 3 months.  
Scheduling of the Bill through the Dáil is a matter for the Whips.  Subject to this, it is my inten-
tion to progress the Bill in the current session.

Provision was made in the Finance Act 2011 for the taxation of remote bookmakers and 
betting exchanges, subject to a Ministerial Commencement Order.  This order cannot be com-
menced until the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 has been enacted.  Changes contained in Fi-
nance Bill (No. 2) 2013 are technical changes required to bring definitions and licensing periods 
in line with those contained in the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013.

05/11/2013WRJ03000Tax Reliefs Application

05/11/2013WRJ03100227. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the specifica-
tion of the type of works and materials covered by the home renovation tax relief system; the 
works and materials that are excluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46955/13]

05/11/2013WRJ03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced 
the Home Renovation Incentive in the recent Budget. This scheme will run from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 and provides for tax relief for homeowners by way of a tax credit 
at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure incurred on repair, renovation or improvement work carried 
out on a principal private residence.  There is no VAT relief under this scheme.

Qualifying expenditure is expenditure subject to the 13.5% VAT rate.  The work must cost 
a minimum of €5,000 (exclusive of VAT) which would attract a credit of €675.  Where the cost 
of the work exceeds €30,000 (exclusive of VAT) a maximum credit of €4,050 will apply.  The 
credit is payable over the two years following the year in which the work is carried out.  Works 
carried out between 25 October 2013 and 31 December 2013 will be considered to have taken 
place in 2014 for the purposes of awarding the tax credit.   

Homeowners must be Local Property Tax compliant in order to qualify under the Incentive, 
while building contractors must be tax compliant in order to carry out works.  The scheme will 
be administered through Revenue’s online systems.  Contractors will be required to inform 
Revenue in advance of details of works to be carried and will also be required to notify Revenue 
in relation to any payments received in respect of the works.  Homeowners will be able to view 
the information provided to Revenue by the contractor through the Revenue electronic systems 
and will also claim the relief through those systems.  

The type of work covered includes extensions, garages, attic conversions, supply and fitting 
of kitchens, bathrooms and built in wardrobes, water treatment units, window fitting, plumbing, 
tiling, rewiring and plastering. 

Items such as furniture, white goods and carpets are not covered as well as work which is 
subject to VAT at 23%.

05/11/2013WRJ03300Property Taxation Application

05/11/2013WRJ03400228. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding prop-
erty tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [46956/13]



Questions - Written Answers

206

05/11/2013WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the amount of Local Property Tax (LPT) due in 2014 is based on the valuation band 
declared by property owners in their 2013 LPT Returns. 

On the specific case referred to by the Deputy, I am advised that an LPT1 return was filed for 
2013, declaring that the value of the property fell within Band 03 (€150,000 to €200,000).  The 
annual liability for this valuation band is €315.  The amount of tax due for 2013 was €157 which 
is the correct six monthly rate for a property valued in band 03.  A payment to the value of €157 
was also made.  The 2014 payment notice recently issued by Revenue indicated an amount of 
€315 due, based on the declaration filed in 2013.

Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRJ03700NAMA Loan Book

05/11/2013WRJ03800230. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the 
work of the special liquidator of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will indicate 
if a discount above 4.5% will be applied to any of the IBRC loan books which is scheduled to 
be sold off before the end of this year to encourage further sales of the loan book before any 
remaining loans are transferred to the National Asset Management Agency.  [47016/13]

05/11/2013WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is important to clarify that a “discount 
of 4.5%” is not being applied to the IBRC loan books.  The Special Liquidators have been 
tasked with obtaining an independent valuation of the loan assets of IBRC.  The Special liqui-
dators have appointed independent professional advisors who have employed standard valua-
tion methodologies appropriate to each class of asset of IBRC to determine a valuation price. 
In arriving at the valuation the independent advisers have been advised to apply a discount rate 
of 4.5% in determining the present value of future cash flows of the asset in the case where a 
discounted cash flow valuation methodology is employed.  Further, a discount of 2.32% will be 
applied to all loan asset valuations to take into account security and title issues associated with 
loan assets, to arrive at the Valuation Price. 

Following that independent valuation process, the Special Liquidators will sell the assets 
of IBRC (which are subject to the floating charge) in an open and transparent process at or 
above their independent valuation and failing that, the Special Liquidators will sell the assets to 
NAMA at their valuation price.

I do not intend on providing any further instructions or directions to the Special Liquidators 
in relation to the valuation of the assets of IBRC.

05/11/2013WRJ04000Property Taxation Assessments

05/11/2013WRJ04100231. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the steps that are open to per-
sons who believe their property was overvalued for the purpose of the local property tax in 2013 
and who now wish to change the value for 2014.  [47040/13]

05/11/2013WRJ04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I told the House previously in my 
replies to Questions No. 65 (35714/13) on 17 July 2013, No. 77 (44072/13) on 17 October 2013 
and No. 131 (44138/13) on 22 October 2013, Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax so 
it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of 
the market value of the property as at 1 May 2013.  I also informed the House that the Revenue 
Commissioners had confirmed that if a liable person had genuinely overpaid the tax through an 
error or mistake, then the person should write to LPT Branch, Government Buildings, Ennis, 
Co Clare, clearly setting out how the overpayment arose and providing the relevant supporting 
documentation.
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I am further advised by the Commissioners that once the relevant documentation is received 
LPT Branch will make direct contact with the person.  Should it transpire that the person did in 
fact overpay the 2013 liability then it will be possible to offset some or all of the overpayment 
to the 2014 liability, or to make a repayment. 

Question No. 232 answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRK00200Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK00300233. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if section 18 of the Fi-
nance (No. 2) Bill 2013 favours senior public servants; and if this legislative provision skews 
the rules to ensure high earning public servants are able to keep large pension entitlements 
amassed to date.  [47065/13]

05/11/2013WRK00400234. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if application of section 
18 of the Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 will result in senior public sector employees and high paid 
private sector employees in a defined benefit pension scheme being excluded from the standard 
funding threshold until 2054.  [47066/13]

05/11/2013WRK00500235. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if section 18 of the 
Finance (No. 2) Bill 2013 provides for a 70% super tax for private sector pensions that deliver 
income up to €60,000 per annum.  [47067/13]

05/11/2013WRK00600236. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out pen-
sion tax reliefs for public sector and private sector employees noting any difference between 
the two. [47068/13]

05/11/2013WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 233 to 
236, inclusive, together.

As occurred on the occasion of the introduction of the SFT regime in 2005, and again when 
the value of the SFT limit was reduced to €2.3m in 2010, the legislation contained in the Fi-
nance Bill provides for an individual who has pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess of the 
new lower SFT limit of €2m, to claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue in order 
to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date.  This is subject to a maximum 
PFT of €2.3m, and individuals with PFTs from 2005 or 2010 retain those PFTs. 

As before, the pension fund protection or “grandfathering” provisions contained in the leg-
islation reflect legal advice from the Attorney General. However, unlike previous occasions, the 
grandfathering arrangements this time around had to take cognisance not just of the reduction 
in the absolute level of the SFT from 1 January 2014, but also of the increase, from that date, in 
the factors for converting DB pension rights into capital value equivalents.  It is for that reason, 
lest there be any suggestion that the changes had retrospective application, that DB rights ac-
crued up to 1 January 2014 are to be capitalised at the existing valuation factor of 20, both for 
the purposes of determining if there is a PFT and for the purposes of placing a capital value on 
those rights at the time of retirement, where that takes place after 1 January 2014. 

The changes and grandfathering arrangements outlined above apply, as appropriate, to both 
DB and defined contribution (DC) pension arrangements in both the private and public sectors. 
As regards DB pension arrangements, it is irrelevant whether an individual is a higher paid civil 
servant, a Minister or a highly paid member of a private sector DB scheme; the same SFT rules 
apply to all such arrangements. 

Specifically, the new lower SFT limit will apply to both DC and DB arrangements.  Those 
in DC pension arrangements can seek a PFT from Revenue if the capital value of their arrange-
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ments exceeds €2m on 1 January 2014, subject to a maximum PFT of €2.3m.  If the value of 
their DC pension arrangements is below the SFT on 1 January 2014, their funds can continue 
to accumulate up to €2m through further tax-relieved pension contributions and fund growth, 
subject to the various annual contribution and earnings limits that apply, without any risk of 
a chargeable excess arising.  Members of DB pension arrangements can equally aspire to a 
maximum “tax–relieved” fund of €2m. However, in the case of DB pension arrangements, 
members of such arrangements do not have individual “earmarked” funds (as is the case in DC 
arrangements) and this, coupled with the fact that pension benefits in such arrangements reflect 
a “benefit promise” based on salary and service, dictates that the capital value of pension rights 
arising under such arrangements has to be determined in some other way. 

The SFT regime provides (and has always provided) a simple formula for this purpose.  The 
formula essentially requires the annual amount of pension payable to an individual under the ar-
rangement to be multiplied by a valuation or capitalisation factor in order to establish the capital 
value, both for PFT purposes and for the purposes of establishing the value of DB pension rights 
at the point of retirement.  Up to now, a single valuation factor of 20 has been used for these 
purposes.  In light, however, of the major criticism levelled at the existing SFT regime, that 
the fixed rate conversion factor of 20:1 was inequitable relative to DC pension arrangements 
given the higher market annuity rates that those with DC pension arrangements could face if 
they were to purchase annuities, I have moved to introduce higher age-related factors.  This will 
substantially improve the equity between DC and DB arrangements and as between those who 
retire at younger ages and those who retire later in life.  These are significant changes. 

The value of DB pension rights accrued up to 1 January 2014 will, under the grandfathering 
requirements, be valued for the purposes of the SFT regime at the existing factor of 20.  If the 
capital value so determined exceeds the new lower SFT limit of €2m, such individuals may seek 
a PFT from Revenue, subject to the overall limit of €2.3m referred to earlier.  In such cases, 
additional pension benefits accrued after 1 January will be valued using the relevant higher 
age-related factor and will, as for DC arrangements, be fully exposed to chargeable excess tax. 
Where the capital value of DB rights is less than €2m on 1 January, such individuals may con-
tinue to accrue pension rights up to the SFT limit but those additional rights will be valued at 
the relevant higher age-related factor.  

I am not clear on the relevance of the reference to 2054 in the Deputy’s questions.  The re-
vised SFT regime applies across the board with effect from 1 January 2014.  As outlined above, 
however, whether, and the extent to which the new SFT regime will have tax consequences for 
an individual in a DC or DB pension arrangement will depend, among other things, on the value 
of his/her pension savings or entitlements on 1 January 2014, having regard to the grandfather-
ing requirements and on the extent to which such individuals continue to contribute to their 
pension arrangements or to accrue additional pension benefits after that date.  In any situation 
where the SFT or an individual’s PFT is exceeded, tax consequences will ensue. 

On each occasion that an individual becomes entitled to receive a benefit under a pension 
arrangement for the first time (called a “benefit crystallisation event” or BCE) they use up part 
of their SFT or PFT, as the case may be.  When the capital value of a BCE, either on its own 
or when aggregated with earlier BCEs, exceeds the SFT, or an individual’s PFT, the excess is 
subject to an immediate tax charge of 41%, which   has to be paid upfront by the pension fund 
administrator and recovered from the individual. In addition, when the remainder of the excess 
is subsequently drawn down as a pension (or, for example, by way of a distribution from an 
Approved Retirement Fund or vested Personal Retirement Savings Account) it is also subject 
to tax at the individual’s marginal rate, thus giving rise to an effective income tax rate on a 
chargeable excess of some 65%, excluding any liability to USC and PRSI. In this way,  the SFT 
regime addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension accrual by impos-
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ing a penal effective tax charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when they 
are drawn down, thus discouraging the building up of large pension funds in the first place or 
unwinding  the tax advantage of such overfunding.

Finally, as regards pension tax reliefs for public sector and private sector employees, the 
position is that income tax relief is provided on pension contributions made by such employees 
at their marginal tax rate, subject to an annual earnings cap which operates in conjunction with 
age-related percentage limits.  The maximum amount of annual tax-relieved pension contribu-
tions that an employee can make to pension arrangements is restricted on a graduated basis 
rising from 15% of their annual earnings up to age 30 to 40% of annual earnings at age 60 and 
over.  This is subject to an overall earnings cap of €115,000 per annum above which no relief 
on pension contributions as a percentage of earnings is given.  The relief and the annual tax-
relieved contribution limits apply across-the-board to all employees, regardless of whether they 
work in the public or private sectors.

05/11/2013WRK00800Banking Sector Issues

05/11/2013WRK00900237. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
claims that the former Anglo Irish Bank overcharged customers who held loans with the bank; 
and if all claims of this nature have been fully resolved.  [47069/13]

05/11/2013WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have confirmed 
that Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited (the “Bank”) identified in June 2010 that it had 
a customer overcharging issue (i.e. there had been a difference between the interest rate charged 
to customers and the interest rate documented in the corresponding loan facility agreements) on 
customer loan accounts in the Republic of Ireland, US, Isle of Man and UK jurisdictions.

I have been advised by the Special Liquidators that in July 2010 the Bank established an 
internal steering committee to oversee a forensic investigation into the circumstances surround-
ing this overcharging issue and to ensure that affected customers were fully refunded the over-
charge amount together with appropriate compensation. 

The Steering Committee informed the appropriate Regulatory Authorities of the issue and 
these Authorities were updated on the progress of the internal investigation.

A report on the forensic investigation was delivered to the Board of the Bank, and the 
Regulatory Authorities in December 2010.  It identified overcharging affecting the majority of 
variable rate customer loan accounts in ROI, the Isle of Man and the US in the period from 1st 
of January 1990 to 31st July 2004.  It further identified that approximately 25% of variable rate 
customer loan accounts in the UK were overcharged in the period from 1st September 1991 to 
30th June 2005.

Project teams within the Bank calculated the amount of interest overcharge and compensa-
tion for every affected customer. Refunds plus compensation cheques were made available to 
affected customers in ROI, the US, the Isle of Man and the UK by the end of Q1, 2012.  The 
Special Liquidators can confirm that the total amount overcharged to customers was €45m. 

Unfortunately I am not in a position to comment directly on cases currently in before the 
Courts.  I have been advised by the Special Liquidators that in the Republic of Ireland any 
claims made in relation to the potential overcharging of interest would likely rank as unsecured 
creditors in the liquidation. 

05/11/2013WRK01100Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRK01200238. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in 
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tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s budget 2014 
reductions to expenditure.  [47077/13]

05/11/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance is not in a 
position to achieve any further savings in 2014.  I refer the Deputy to my previous answer to 
Parliamentary Question number 44746/13, as outlined below.

The Department of Finance’s budget and staffing allocation reflects ongoing ambitious ob-
jectives and goals, across a broad spectrum of economic, fiscal, financial and international 
policies, set out in its Statement of Strategy.  This is particularly important as we target an exit 
from the EU/IMF programme of support and the Government has recognised this in the ECF 
numbers and resources allocated to the Department.

Notwithstanding this, my Department has achieved considerable economies in a number of 
areas through, for example, the abolition of payable orders, efficiencies in accommodation foot-
print, and process improvement efficiencies.  The full extent of these efficiencies is not imme-
diately obvious because the Department has taken-on additional clients in the shared services 
area (these services are not recharged to the clients) and premises lease savings will accrue to 
the Office of Public Works vote.

During the course of 2014 my Department will incur once-off funding costs in relation to a 
number of policy areas, including the Government approved National Payments Plan project.  
We have also included an estimate for legal fees related to actions linked to the banking sector.  
These additional costs exceed the various cost savings expected to be achieved in 2014 relating 
to improved work practices.

Question No. 239 answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRK01500Property Taxation Application

05/11/2013WRK01600240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if the liable person listed on a 
local property tax database will be altered to the other listed owner (details supplied) in Dublin 
11.  [47102/13]

05/11/2013WRK01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the Local 
Property Tax (LPT) record of the person in question has been adjusted and the liable person has 
been altered as indicated by the Deputy.  The delay in completing the alteration from the origi-
nal listed owner to the ‘other owner’ occurred because the PPS numbers of both persons needed 
to be matched and aligned on the Revenue record.  Up to the commencement of LPT neither 
PPS number was listed on Revenue’s IT system and were only operational on the Department 
of Social Protection (DSP) IT system.

Revenue has advised me that the necessary data matching was not completed in time to 
impact on the correspondence issued in respect of LPT 2014 and for that reason the notification 
issued in the name of the original owner. However I am assured that all future communications 
will issue in the name of the amended owner. 

05/11/2013WRK0100Universal Social Charge Yield

05/11/2013WRK01900241. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the yield to the 
Exchequer in terms of additional universal social charge revenue arising from the budget 2014 
decision to revoke medical cards awarded on the basis of returning to work having been long-
term unemployed.  [47105/13]

05/11/2013WRK02000242. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the number of 
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persons brought into the standard rate of universal social charge arising from the budget 2014 
decision to revoke medical cards awarded on the basis of returning to work having been long-
term unemployed.  [47106/13]

05/11/2013WRK02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 241 
and 242 together.

The position is that there is no general exemption from Universal Social Charge (USC) for 
individuals in possession of a full medical card.  However, the maximum rate of USC charged 
for individuals who hold full medical cards and whose income does not exceed €60,000 is 
4%.  This applies in place of the normal 7% rate of USC that is charged on income exceeding 
€16,016. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that as medical cardholders are not generally 
separately identified on tax records there is no statistical basis on which an estimate could be 
compiled of the yield to the Exchequer from any additional universal social charge that might 
arise from the revoking of medical cards on returning to work after long-term unemployment. 

05/11/2013WRK02200Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK02300243. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the number of 
persons that would be brought into the income tax net if his proposal to abolish the one-parent 
family tax credit is approved by Dáil Éireann; and the number in each income category starting 
at an annual income of €16,000 and at intervals of €2,000.  [47107/13]

05/11/2013WRK02400244. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the number of 
persons that would be brought into the higher band of income tax if his proposals in relation to 
the tax treatment of separated parents are approved by Dáil Éireann. [47108/13]

05/11/2013WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 243 
and 244 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that based on the most up to date data it is esti-
mated that up to 15,400 individuals may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit 
to the principal carer.  In addition, it is tentatively estimated that about 5,550 of the estimated 
15,400 individuals affected will now become liable to the higher rate of income tax i.e. 41% on 
a portion of their income, while a further 3,980 are expected to be brought in to the income tax 
net, i.e. liable to pay income tax at standard rate of tax on a portion of their income as a result of 
this measure.  However, ultimately it will depend on the circumstances of each individual carer.   

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that as the individuals who are likely to 
be affected by the Budget changes are not specifically identifiable on Revenue tax records the 
statistical basis for measuring the impact of the changes was an estimate of aggregated numbers 
which were not income specific.  Accordingly, there is no basis on which a precise distribution 
of these individuals by income range could be compiled.  

05/11/2013WRK02600Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK02700245. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the number of 
policies and persons affected by the tax changes announced in budget 2014 in relation to tax 
relief on medical insurance if there was an across the board 10% rise in health insurance premi-
ums in 2014.  [47109/13]
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05/11/2013WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that based on 2012 data, the most up to date data available, it is estimated that up to 
577,000 policy holders, which provide cover for 1.1 million individuals, may be affected by 
this measure.  The Revenue estimate is based on an analysis carried out on the annual returns 
and the gross premium prices (i.e. before tax relief at source is applied) submitted by the Health 
Insurers in respect of the 2012 tax year.  However, it should be noted that many will only be 
affected marginally, depending on the cost of the policies that individuals purchase.

The issue of pricing of insurance premiums is a matter for insurers.  However, Revenue has 
further advised that if a 10% increase in health insurance premiums was applied to these figures 
it would result in some 653,000 policy holders, which equates to just fewer than 60% of all poli-
cies, and just under 1.3 million individuals, being affected by the measure.   

However, this estimate assumes no behavioural changes on the part of claimants, and a 10% 
increase in health insurance premiums may have a significant behavioural impact and may not 
produce the nominal impact indicated.  For example, individuals can opt for less expensive 
policies and therefore reduce the impact of the Budget measure or avoid it entirely. 

05/11/2013WRK02900Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK03000246. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding a matter for the Revenue Commissioners.  [47126/13]

05/11/2013WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The administration of Stamp Duty is a 
matter for the Revenue Commissioners. The Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011 
put the independence of the Revenue Commissioners in the performance of their functions on 
a fully statutory basis.

I am advised by Revenue that there has been ongoing correspondence with the solicitor rep-
resenting the persons concerned relating to an outstanding Stamp Duty issue.  The most recent 
Revenue letter in this regard was dated 18 October 2013, and set out in detail the issues relating 
to the purchase of the property in question. 

The persons concerned are the accountable persons for Stamp Duty purposes.  The late pay-
ment of Stamp Duty in the case has incurred penalties, which comprise daily interest, a statu-
tory fine and a late payment surcharge.  These statutory charges are imposed in respect of late 
Stamp Duty payments.  They are designed to compensate the Exchequer for loss of revenue, 
to encourage timely payments and to ensure equity for the majority of taxpayers who pay their 
taxes and duties on time.  

The evidence in this case is that a claim was made for a Stamp Duty relief to which the pur-
chasers had no entitlement.  I understand Revenue has, however, noted the background to the 
case relating to a former legal practice.

I am advised that the Revenue Commissioners are prepared to consider a review of the im-
position of penalties in the case, if additional evidence is produced to warrant such a review.  
Should the persons concerned wish to pursue this, they may contact Ms. Michelle Murphy, 
Revenue National Stamp Duty Office, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2 (Tel. 01.8689306).

05/11/2013WRK03200Illegal Tobacco Sales

05/11/2013WRK03300247. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the latest estimates of the 
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amount of illegal tobacco being sold here every year; if he will confirm the Government esti-
mates that 20% of all cigarettes sold here are counterfeit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47129/13]

05/11/2013WRK03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they do not accept that the illicit tobacco market comprises 20% of the total market, 
as suggested by the Deputy.  Revenue is satisfied, based on a 2012 survey of smokers carried 
out by IPSOS MRBI on behalf of Revenue and the National Tobacco Control Office of the 
HSE, that 13% of all cigarettes consumed are illicit, and that a further 6% are legally brought 
into the country.  

I am advised that a similar survey is under way for the current year and that it is anticipated 
that the results will be available in the first quarter of next year. 

I am aware that there are other estimates of the incidence of illicit tobacco products in the 
Irish market.  However, Revenue considers the figures from the IPSOS MRBI survey to be 
the most reliable, on the basis of the methodologies used, the consistent manner in which the 
surveys have been undertaken over a number of years and because the survey distinguishes 
between legal personal imports and illicit cigarettes.  The surveys are geographically represen-
tative and also take social class, age, gender and nationality into account. 

For the information of the Deputy, the illicit cigarette market comprises not only counterfeit 
cigarettes, but also illicit whites which are brands primarily manufactured for the illicit market 
and also regular brand cigarettes purchased in lower tax jurisdictions and illegally imported 
to Ireland.  In the 2012 IPSOS MRBI survey approximately 2% of the 13% classified as illicit 
product were counterfeit.

I am also advised by the Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection 
of Tobacco Products Tax and for tackling the smuggling and sale of illicit tobacco products, 
that they view this criminal activity as a very serious matter.  Accordingly, combating the ille-
gal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a high priority for them.  Revenue’s “Strategy on 
Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)” includes a wide range of measures that are 
designed to identify and target those engaged in the supply or sale of illicit tobacco products, 
with a view to seizing the illicit products and prosecuting those responsible.  This multi-faceted 
strategy includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, developing and 
sharing intelligence on a national, EU and third country basis, ongoing review of operational 
policies, the use of analytics and detection technologies, and ensuring the optimum deployment 
of resources at both point of importation and within the country. 

05/11/2013WRK03500Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK03600248. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of per-
sons who will be affected by the change to the SFT regime in 2014; and the basis for the esti-
mate of a yield of €120 million from this measure. [47131/13]

05/11/2013WRK03700249. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the impact of the proposed 
budget 2014 changes to pension tax relief for persons who have already achieved a pension pot 
of €2 million; and if he will confirm that no further tax relief will apply to additional pension 
contributions in these cases.  [47132/13]

05/11/2013WRK03800250. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reason he chose to change 
the SFT rather than capping pension tax relief in view of the fact that the approach he proposes 
will discriminate in favour of high earning public servants; his views from the point of view of 
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tax treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47133/13]

05/11/2013WRK03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 to 
250, inclusive, together.

It is difficult to be definitive about the number of individuals that may be affected by the 
changes to the Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) regime.  Among other reasons, this is because 
the changes are likely to have both direct impacts and indirect behavioural impacts.  The direct 
impacts will be on individuals whose pension savings or entitlements will be in excess of the 
reduced SFT on 1 January 2014 (and who may seek a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT)) and 
those whose pension savings or entitlements may be below the threshold on that date but, with 
future contributions or accruals, may exceed the threshold in time.  For both of these groups 
where the SFT or PFT is exceeded at the point of retirement, chargeable excess tax will arise.  
However, the changes are also likely to mean that individuals (generally in the private sector) 
who may otherwise be affected by the amendments to the SFT, and who have the flexibility 
to do so, may change behaviour and opt out of additional pension saving or pension accrual, 
in circumstances where they can obtain compensatory payments from their employer, in order 
to avoid breaching the SFT or their PFT.  Overall, the changes could potentially impact, both 
directly and indirectly, on up to 10,000 individuals in the short to medium term.

The estimated yield from the changes to the SFT regime is expected to arise in two main 
ways. Firstly, from the cessation of tax-relieved contributions to pension saving from those 
employees and individuals in the private sector affected in the short to medium term by the 
changes and secondly by the conversion, to some degree, of employer pension contributions 
and pension promises in respect of those employed individuals into compensatory current tax-
able remuneration.  In addition, some of the yield will also arise from affected individuals who 
remain in pension arrangements and continue to contribute to them or accrue benefits under 
them, and will take the form of chargeable excess tax payable at retirement where their SFT or 
Personal Fund Threshold (PFT), as appropriate, is exceeded.  This increased tax will effectively 
claw back any tax subsidy which helped fund the excess over the SFT or PFT.

An individual who has pension savings or pension rights on 1 January 2014 in excess of the 
new lower SFT limit of €2 million may claim a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) from Revenue 
in order to protect or “grandfather” the value of those rights on that date.  This is subject to a 
maximum PFT of €2.3m (i.e. the value of the current SFT).  For such an individual, any further 
pension contributions or pension accrual will give rise to a chargeable excess in due course.  If 
the value of an individual’s pension arrangements is below the SFT on 1 January 2014, they can 
continue to accumulate up to €2 million through further tax-relieved pension contributions and/
or pension accrual (subject to the various annual pension contribution and earnings limits that 
apply) without any risk of a chargeable excess arising. 

On each occasion that an individual becomes entitled to receive a benefit under a pension 
arrangement for the first time (called a “benefit crystallisation event” or BCE) they use up part 
of their SFT or PFT, as the case may be.  When the capital value of a BCE, either on its own 
or when aggregated with earlier BCEs, exceeds the SFT, or an individual’s PFT, the excess is 
subject to an immediate tax charge of 41%, which  has to be paid upfront by the pension fund 
administrator and recovered from the individual.  In addition, when the remainder of the excess 
is subsequently drawn down as a pension (or, for example, by way of a distribution from an 
Approved Retirement Fund or vested Personal Retirement Savings Account) it is also subject 
to tax at the individual’s marginal rate, thus giving rise to an effective income tax rate on a 
chargeable excess of some 65%, excluding any liability to USC and PRSI.  In this way,  the 
SFT regime addresses the problem of pension overfunding and excessive pension accrual by 
imposing a penal effective tax charge on the value of retirement benefits above set limits when 



5 November 2013

215

they are drawn down, thus discouraging the building up of large pension funds in the first place 
or unwinding  the tax advantage of such overfunding.

The changes and pension fund protection arrangements outlined above apply, as appropri-
ate, to both defined benefit (DB) and defined contribution (DC) pension arrangements in both 
the private and public sectors.  In that regard, I reject the intimation in one of the questions that 
the approach of changing the SFT regime was chosen because it discriminated in favour of high 
earning public servants. Various alternative options for restricting taxpayer subsidies to large 
pensions, including input controls on contributions, were considered and rejected.  While not 
perfect, output controls such as the existing maximum allowable pension fund at retirement for 
tax purposes (the SFT) are arguably just as effective at capping taxpayer subsidies and curbing 
excessive tax relieved pension savings.  Moreover, the SFT approach has the added advantage 
of amending a system that is already in place and familiar to pension and tax practitioners alike 
and while the changes I am making will unavoidably add complexity to the existing system, it 
is in my view much less complicated than what a further separate input control approach would 
have involved. 

05/11/2013WRK04000Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK04100251. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 81 of 24 October 2013, if he will publish the analysis which he claims reveals signifi-
cant downside risks to the achievement of the projected €250 million in savings by capping 
pension tax relief as indicated in budget 2014.  [47134/13]

05/11/2013WRK04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The analysis to which I referred in my 
response to the Deputy’s previous question of 24 October last represents internal work carried 
out by my Department on savings/yield estimates prepared by private sector sources arising 
from proposals for suggested changes to the Standard Fund Threshold regime.  While I will 
give consideration to the Deputy’s request for publication of that analysis, that consideration 
will also have to have regard, among other things, to any commercial implications or sensitivi-
ties on which publication of the analysis could impact.  

Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 143.

05/11/2013WRK04400Tax Code

05/11/2013WRK04500253. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change the inca-
pacitated child tax credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47186/13]

05/11/2013WRK04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that all tax expenditures 
and reliefs are kept under consideration and are reviewed in the run up to the annual Budget.  
However, I have no immediate plans to amend the incapacitated child tax credit.  

School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRL00200254. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there was a change in the timetable of the bus collecting children 
from a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow without consultation with parents; that the 
changes have resulted in the students aged between 14 and 17 waiting unsupervised for up to an 
hour for the bus; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45745/13]

05/11/2013WRL00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. 
Bus Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a 
reasonable level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.  Where 
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practicable, and subject to considerations of cost and logistics, routes are planned to avoid an 
eligible child having to travel more than 3.2 kms to or from a pick-up/set down point or to have 
travel and waiting times in excess of 2.5 hours per day. Routes are planned on the basis of the 
locations of children who are eligible for school transport only.  Bus Éireann has advised that 
the school in question changed their opening and closing times for this school year and this 
resulted in a change to the school transport provision.  All eligible children can still avail of a 
school transport service within the guidelines outlined above.

Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

05/11/2013WRL00400255. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ad-
ditional weekly payment a young jobseeker aged 23 to 24 and aged 25 will receive under the 
proposed new rates for jobseeker’s allowance if they participate in VTOS; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [45797/13]

05/11/2013WRL00500256. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ad-
ditional weekly payment a young jobseeker aged 23 to 24 and aged 25 will receive under the 
proposed new rates for jobseeker’s allowance if they participate in the local training initiative 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45800/13]

05/11/2013WRL00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 256 together.

As provided for in Budget 2014, a young jobseeker aged 23 to 25, who participates in 
certain education and training programmes, including VTOS and the Local Training Initiative 
Scheme, will be eligible for a weekly payment of €160 less any means that he has been assessed 
as having by the Department of Social Protection.

FÁS Training Programmes Provision

05/11/2013WRL00700257. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
clarification on the delay in resolving an issue with FÁS and a company (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; if any other options will be discussed to facilitate the many applicants waiting 
to complete this course; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45840/13]

05/11/2013WRL00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): I am informed that the company in question was invited to tender for the delivery of the 
‘Access to Offshore’ training course which is specialist training that is delivered in Falcarragh, 
Co. Donegal.  I understand that the tutors that were qualified to deliver this training on behalf 
of the company in question have since taken up other employment offshore.  The proposed 
replacement tutors for the company in question did not have the mandatory certification to 
deliver the ‘Access to Offshore’ training course and SOLAS has requested that the company in 
question source new tutors who have the necessary qualifications for the course delivery.  This 
has caused an unforeseen delay in the proposed start date of the training courses.  However as 
per its procedures, SOLAS will not commence a training course unless the tutors are suitably 
experienced and qualified.

05/11/2013WRL00850FÁS Local Training Initiatives Funding

05/11/2013WRL00900258. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
that in the absence of a second free HGV driving test as part of the FÁS-CPC driving course, in 
cases where the first test has been failed, imposes onerous and often impossible costs on course 
participants who otherwise would have fully completed their course; if he will give consider-
ation to funding a second driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45854/13]
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05/11/2013WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
This is a day to day operational matter for SOLAS.  I understand that SOLAS is currently re-
viewing the policy in respect of the charge for repeat tests to ensure a consistent implementation 
of same across all programmes.

Jobs Initiative

05/11/2013WRL01100259. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the esti-
mated total number of full-time jobs that have been created from initiatives which have been 
directly funded by the pension levy since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45939/13]

05/11/2013WRL01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
In May 2011 a levy on funded pension schemes and personal pension plans was introduced 
to fund the Jobs Initiative.  While my Department has no direct role in providing additional 
jobs under the initiative, it included commitments to provide 15,900 education and training 
programmes across the range of programmes set out below during the course of the initiative.   
Details of these additional places are set out in the attached table.  In addition, capital funding 
of €40 million was made available through the Jobs Initiative to fund over 370 primary and post 
primary school building projects.  A total of €30.8m was expended on these projects in 2011 and 
€8.5m in 2012.  The balance of less than €1m is expected to be spent this year.  The funding al-
lowed schools to carry out small and medium scale building works such as special needs access, 
toilet facilities, roof works and window replacements and to date 378 such building works have 
been completed.  It is estimated that the investment of €40m created approximately 2,400 direct 
and 480 indirect jobs in the construction sector over the course of the initiative.

Training programmes Additional places allocated
Additional places under the Jobs Initiative   -
FAS Specific Skills Training programme 6,000
Higher Education Springboard programme 5,900
Back to Education Initiative 3,000
Post Leaving Certificate places 1,000  
Total 15,900

The provision of these places has allowed 16,421 people participate in part-time and full-
time  education and training.

Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

05/11/2013WRL01300260. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the 
Haddington Road agreement will apply to non-unionised teachers.  [45999/13]

05/11/2013WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Haddington Road Agree-
ment is being implemented in line with the general approach taken in the public service.

Where only one union has members in a sector the Agreement is either applied or not ap-
plied to everyone, depending on whether or not a collective agreement is reached with that 
union.  In ETB schools, where TUI is regarded as the representative union, the HRA applies 
to all teachers.  In Voluntary Secondary schools, where ASTI is regarded as the representative 
union, the FEMPI Act 2013 applies to all teachers.  My Department is considering the position 
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of TUI members in Voluntary Secondary schools.  The HRA applies to teachers who are TUI 
members in schools with dual union representation, such as Community & Comprehensive 
schools and Designated Community Colleges.  The FEMPI Act 2013 applies to other teachers 
in Community & Comprehensive schools and Designated Community Colleges.  My Depart-
ment is considering the position of non-unionised teachers in these schools.

Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme Numbers

05/11/2013WRL01500261. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
training places available for those who are currently in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance or job-
seeker’s benefit nationally; the number of training places available in tabular form on a county 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46022/13]

05/11/2013WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The information the Deputy has sought is not immediately available and will be collated and 
forwarded directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRL01650Teachers’ Remuneration

05/11/2013WRL01700262. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has guidelines for time off for State employees such as teachers who are elected members of the 
local authority and are attending official local authority business. [46044/13]

05/11/2013WRL01800290. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Department’s 
guidelines for time off for employees such as teachers who are elected members of the local 
authority and are attending official local authority business. [46043/13]

05/11/2013WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 262 and 290 together.

Where a teacher in a primary or post primary school is an elected member of a local author-
ity, paid absence of up to ten school days in a school year may be availed of in order to attend 
meetings, but only where such meetings are held during school opening hours. Substitute cover 
in such instances is not paid by my Department.

School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRL02000263. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the EU Com-
mission made a mistake when it stated that the school transport scheme was operated under 
contract by Bus Éireann in 2007; if the Accenture report of 2012 into centralised procurement 
was mistaken when it described the school transport scheme as a contract; if his Department 
told Accenture that the scheme was a contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46454/13]

05/11/2013WRL02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Parliamentary questions linked to the substance of the High Court case taken by Student Trans-
port Scheme Ltd against my Department, including the arrangements between my Department 
and Bus Éireann, have been raised on a number of occasions in the House recently.  For this 
reason, I feel it is appropriate to give a background to the conduct of the particular case.  In 
doing this I will not stray into the area of issues that were raised before the Court and which 



5 November 2013

219

were appropriately dealt with in that forum.  Nor will I comment on matters which may be the 
subject of an appeal to the Supreme Court.  Student Transport Scheme Ltd is a company first 
incorporated in June 2011; it initiated the legal action against my Department in October 2011.  
Bus Éireann was joined as a Notice Party in the proceedings at the direction of the High Court. 
The records with the Companies Registration Office show that the sole shareholders of Student 
Transport Scheme Ltd are Mr Tim Doyle and Mr Brian Lynch who hold 101 and 99 shares of 
€1 each respectively, or a paid-up share capital of €200.  The company was represented in the 
legal action by Brian Lynch & Associates, Solicitors.  Given the fact that the company had ef-
fectively no assets, my Department judged it prudent to seek an Order from the High Court for 
security for costs.  This process preceded the actual hearing of the court case.  In January 2012, 
the High Court gave the Department an order for security of costs.  The effect of this was to 
provide the tax payer with security in the event, as actually occurred, that the Department won 
the court case and received an order in its favour in respect of its costs.  In the absence of such 
security the taxpayer was at risk in relation to the costs of the action.  The essential thrust of the 
legal action was to seek an Order from the High Court setting aside the existing arrangements 
for the provision of national school transport services.  The case was heard over a six day period 
in the Commercial High Court spanning the period from 10th July to 18th July 2012.  During 
this period Counsel, on behalf of all parties (the company, the Department and Bus Éireann) 
advanced the detail of their respective cases and the legal arguments to the Court.  The High 
Court Judgement was given in October 2012.  The detail of this Judgement is available on the 
Courts Service website and other than to make the point that the Court found decisively in 
favour of the Department, I do not propose to comment further on the detail of the case.  It is 
worthy of note that the court case was litigated in an unusually belligerent manner by the appli-
cant.  The Department is in receipt of very extensive correspondence accusing the Department 
of illegality, obstruction of a solicitor, tampering with evidence, perverting the course of justice 
and drawing purported parallels between my Department and a fiefdom of thugs in Limerick 
City.  At trial, Senior Counsel for the company apologised for the excessive zeal of this cor-
respondence.  Subsequent to the Court Judgement in favour of the Department the company, 
through their solicitor, Brian Lynch & Associates initiated an appeal to the Supreme Court.  In 
addition the company, again through their solicitor Brian Lynch & Associates commenced an 
action against two named officials of the Department, the Chief State Solicitor and a named of-
ficial of the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.  This action alleged contempt and sought committal 
of the public servants in question.  The Department and Bus Éireann also sought security for 
the legal costs in relation to the appeal to the Supreme Court.  The underlying purpose of seek-
ing this security was to safeguard the taxpayer against the costs to be incurred in defending this 
appeal.  In the event the issues of contempt/committal and security for costs came before the 
Supreme Court in February 2013.  The Supreme Court dismissed the contempt/committal is-
sue.  The Supreme Court also awarded the Department and Bus Éireann security for their costs 
in an amount to be decided by the Master of the High Court in the event of the appeal against 
the High Court judgement proceeding.  The litigation in this case continues to be conducted in 
a most unusual, threatening and aggressive manner.  Brian Lynch & Associates on behalf of the 
company, and Mr. Tim Doyle, as managing director of the company between them have written 
many hundreds of letters to Ministers, Deputies, the Department, Bus Éireann, the Office of 
the Chief State Solicitor and to individual officials and retired officials of the Department.  Ele-
ments of this correspondence allege corruption, refer to an ongoing investigation of corruption 
by Brian Lynch & Associates, and repeatedly raise issues and contentions which were either the 
subject of the failed High Court challenge and/or are proper to any appeal to the Supreme Court.  
It should also be pointed out that earlier correspondence to Bus Éireann contained references 
to bias, bribery and bullying and these allegations are now the subject of separate defamation 
proceedings initiated by Bus Éireann against Mr Tim Doyle.  I consider it necessary to bring the 
foregoing information to the attention of Deputies.  It is important that litigation be conducted 
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in the appropriate objective forum, namely the Courts, and that Ministers refrain from comment 
on matters which are the subject of further legal proceedings.  Myself and my officials have 
sought to respect this principle in our approach to the litigation.  The Office of the Chief State 
Solicitor has corresponded repeatedly with Brian Lynch & Associates pointing out that issues 
in relation to the proceedings should be dealt with in the appropriate process and will not be de-
bated in the course of correspondence by either my Department or that Office.  Subject to provi-
sion of the appropriate security for costs as directed by the Supreme Court and as determined 
by the Master of the High Court, my Department will deal fully with the relevant issues and 
contentions raised by Brian Lynch & Associates in the context of the Supreme Court appeal.

05/11/2013WRL02150Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRL02200264. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his De-
partment pays private contractors for the visual inspections of school transport vehicles; if he 
will publish the contract award notice on the e-Tenders website; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46455/13]

05/11/2013WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I take it that the Deputy is referring to the visual inspection of seat belt fitments on school trans-
port contractor vehicles.  Bus Éireann has advised that this visual inspection process concluded 
in 2011, no payments are currently being made and therefore the matter of a contract award 
notice does not arise.

Redundancy Payments

05/11/2013WRL02400265. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
confirm as per the circular issued by his Department, the current position within the university-
third level sector regarding persons with contracts of indefinite duration, specifically those in 
research areas; if that enhanced redundancy, an extra three weeks pay per year of service, will 
be paid beyond two years service but only on the basis that the researcher involved acknowl-
edges that they will be prohibited from working in the public service for two years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46477/13]

05/11/2013WRL02500266. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
despite a High Court ruling against a university (details supplied) regarding the payment of 
enhanced redundancy, the university continues to force persons who had contracts of indefinite 
duration but who were made redundant to go to court to have their rights upheld on a case-by-
case basis.  [46480/13]

05/11/2013WRL02600267. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
instruct the universities-third level institutions to abide by the terms of the Fixed Term Workers 
Act where fixed term and contract staff on contracts of indefinite duration will not be treated 
less favourably than permanent staff; if he will ensure that this instruction be explicitly ex-
tended to mention payment of redundancies at rates comparable with the ex gratia payments 
made to permanent public sector staff being made redundant of three weeks’ salary per year of 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46481/13]

05/11/2013WRL02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 265 to 267, inclusive, together.

The Collective Agreement on enhanced redundancy payments agreed between the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Public Services Committee of the Irish Con-
gress of Trade Unions applies to redundancies in the education sector and my Department has 
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directed third level institutions accordingly.  The Collective Agreement provides that public 
servants who accept an ex-gratia redundancy payment will not be eligible for re-employment 
in the Public Service for a period of two years from termination of the employment.  The 
Agreeement also explicitly states the rates at which redundancy is to be paid (see attached copy 
provided for information).  The Agreement comprehends permanent staff, those on contracts 
of indefinite duration and fixed-term staff in continuous employment for more than two years, 
including research staff. Employers are required to notify my Department and obtain sanction 
before the Collective Agreement is offered to any staff member affected by a redundancy event.

Collective Agreement: Enhanced Redundancy Payments to Public Servants

Under the Public Service Agreement 2010–2014 the parties have agreed that Public Service 
numbers will be reduced in accordance with Government policy on public service numbers, 
as implemented through Employment Control Frameworks.  To that end, the Agreement states 
(paragraph 1.5) that, where the circumstances require it, the Government may offer voluntary 
mechanisms to exit the public service, whether generally or in specific sectors, bodies, locations 
or services. 

The Agreement includes a commitment (paragraph 1.6) by public service management that 
compulsory redundancy will not apply within the Public Service; however this is subject to 
some key qualifications, namely that it is subject to compliance with the terms of the Agree-
ment, in particular on flexibility on redeployment.  There is a saver for circumstances “where 
existing exit mechanisms apply”.  There are established practices for making public servants 
redundant in appropriate circumstances, on the expiry of employment contracts or where redun-
dancy terms have been agreed or generally applied1.   

It has been agreed on behalf of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
Public Services Committee of ICTU that the following will apply, with effect from 1 June 2012, 
on the redundancy of a public servant as defined under the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts 2009–20112 or group or class of public servants3:

- Any ex gratia payment will amount to no more than 3 weeks pay per year of service, sub-
ject to the total statutory redundancy and ex gratia payment not exceeding either 2 years’ pay or 
one half of the salary payable to preserved pension age, whichever is less

- In accordance with the provisions in the Redundancy Payments Acts 1967 - 2007, public 
servants in employment for less than 2 years [104 weeks] are not eligible for a severance pay-
ment (statutory or exgratia);

- A Public Servant will be advised in writing prior to acceptance of the ex gratia payment 
that s/he will not be eligible for re-employment in the public service by any public service body 
(as defined by the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 2009 – 2011) for a 
period of two years from termination of the employment.  Thereafter the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform will be required prior to re-employment.  This declaration 
will also include an authorisation that their information (PPS number and details) can be used 
by their employer or any other public service body for the purposes of monitoring compliance 
with this provision.

This collective agreement will be reviewed from time to time in light of the prevailing eco-
nomic and fiscal conditions.

 1The Implementation Body established under the Agreement has noted [17 February 2012] 
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that it was not intended that these practices would be superseded by the Agreement.

 2Including public servants employed for a fixed term, meeting the criteria for redundancy 
under the Redundancy Payments Acts 1967 to 2007 and to whom a redundancy payment is re-
quired to be paid in accordance with the Protection of Employees (Fixed Term Work) Act 2003.  

 3A public service employer may seek the sanction of its parent Department and the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform to make a collective agreement with a body represent-
ing relevant employees that varies some or all of the terms of this agreement.  The redundancy 
arrangements specified under DES Circular 0058/2006 are unaffected by this collective agree-
ment.

FÁS Training Programmes Provision

05/11/2013WRL02800268. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
and deal with the anomaly that appears to be emerging for hairdressers who have just come out 
of hairdressing college and are seeking employment; if it is the case that hairdressers are now 
taking persons from FÁS and they are then being paid by FÁS (details supplied).  [46661/13]

05/11/2013WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
All unemployed individuals are entitled to apply for a Solas training course.  However, their 
social welfare entitlement will determine their entitlement to a Solas Training Allowance.  Ow-
ing to the number of unemployed individuals applying to participate in certain Solas training 
courses, some courses such as the Hairdressing course have a waiting list and people are invited 
to participate as soon as places become available.  The Solas Hairdressing Course is at Level 5 
on the National Framework of Qualifications and the Target Learner Profile specifies that “ap-
plicants must have achieved a FETAC Level 4 or its equivalent”.  Individuals who are partici-
pating in this Hairdressing course must also undertake work experience of four weeks as part 
of the course.  The work experience element of the course is crucial to trainees as it provides 
an opportunity to gain valuable work experience in a real-life working environment.  Solas are 
not aware of any particular issues arising with this work placement requirement.  The Deputy 
should also be aware that the Department of Social Protection provide for internships in various 
trades through its JobBridge programme and questions relating to this particular programme are 
a matter for that Department.

School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRL03000269. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a school route (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45614/13]

05/11/2013WRL03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann,which is responsible for the day to day operation of the school transport scheme 
on behalf of my Department, has advised that the family referred to by the Deputy in the details 
supplied are currently availing of a school transport service within the guidelines set out in my 
Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme.

Teacher Redeployment

05/11/2013WRL03200270. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure 
that exists for the transfer of a teacher from one supplementary panel to another; if such trans-
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fers are common; the body responsible for administering such requests; the criteria for a trans-
fer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45620/13]

05/11/2013WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers. In any given year there will be a number of teachers on these panels that do not se-
cure a permanent post.  The redeployment arrangements are published annually in the staffing 
circular which is placed on the Department website.  The redeployment arrangements for the 
2013/14 school year are set out in Circular 0013/2013 which is available on the website.  The 
arrangements for access to the supplementary panel were published in Circualar 0038/2012 
which is also available on the website.  Preparation for the staffing and redeployment process 
for the 2014/15 school year is currently underway in my Department.  The arrangements for 
access to the supplementary panel will be published in the relevant circular which is expected 
to be placed on the Department website in the coming weeks.  Redeployment panels are drawn 
up on a diocesan basis for Catholic panels, diocesan/united diocesan basis for Church of Ireland 
panels and on a national basis for other patron bodies.  The detail relating to numbers on indi-
vidual redeployment panels is placed on the Department website when the panels are published 
each year.  Outside of this process the administration of transfer requests from teachers placed 
on redeployment panels  is at the discretion of individual panel operators (patron bodies).

Question No. 271 withdrawn.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRL03500272. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
reverse the decision of Student Universal Support Ireland not to pay the contribution fee in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45637/13]

05/11/2013WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support that in the case of the student referred to by the 
Deputy his application has been assessed and he is not eligible for a grant on the basis that the 
household income is over the limit for the award of a grant.  The applicant appealed this decision 
to the SUSI appeals officer and the original decision was upheld.  Where an individual applicant 
has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has 
not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may 
be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form 
is available to download from http://www.studentfinance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_
SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRL03700273. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference 
to the Government’s capital investment programme which committed to the construction of a 
Gaelscoil in Tuam, County Galway, if the site has been identified; when construction will com-
mence; if the school will commence operations in the academic year 2015-2016; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter.  [45640/13]

05/11/2013WRL03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The 5 Year Construction Plan 
that I announced on 9 March 2012, outlines the major school projects that will commence 
construction over the duration of the Plan.  The Deputy will be aware that an extension project 
at the school to which he refers has been included in the Plan and is scheduled to proceed to 
construction in 2015/16.  I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department is working closely 
with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for the 
provision of permanent accommodation for the school to which he refers.  I can advise that a 
suitable site has been identified and negotiations are at an advanced stage.  However, given 
the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment 
further at this point in time.

05/11/2013WRM00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRM00200274. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a special needs assistant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45675/13]

05/11/2013WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their 
allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June.  The NCSE 
published details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now 
available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school 
on a per county basis.  Currently, 12 SNAs have been approved for the school referred to by the 
Deputy.  Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered 
at the time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a 
revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them.  In general, a revi-
sion to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new 
pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school.  As the Deputy’s question refers 
to an application for SNA support for an individual child, I have referred the this question to the 
NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.   

05/11/2013WRM00350School Placement

05/11/2013WRM00400275. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the efforts being 
made to assist with securing a mainstream national school place for a student with a cochlear 
implant (details supplied) whose family have been unable to secure such a placement to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45689/13]

05/11/2013WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that the policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion of stu-
dents with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, in order 
to ensure that as many children as possible can be educated with their peers within their own 
community.  My Department therefore provides for a range of placement options and supports 
for schools which have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, 
wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.  Children with 
special educational needs may be enrolled in a mainstream school and attend all mainstream 
classes and receive additional teaching support through the learning support and/or resource 
teacher.  Or they may enrol in a mainstream school and attend a special class, or they may 
enrol in a special school.  The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory 
agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child.  The NEWB will try to help parents to find a school placement if their child has 
been unable to secure a school placement to date.  The NEWB can be contacted at National 
Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by tele-
phone at 01-8738700.  In addition, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Special 
Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) can assist parents to identify appropriate educational 
placements for children with special educational needs.  I understand that in relation to the child 
referred to by the Deputy, that the National Council for Special Education has been engaging 
with this child’s parents in order to assist to identify suitable school placements and to advise 
of the resources which may be provided in the various educational settings.  The enrolment of 
a child in a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents of the child and the Board of 
Management of a school.  My Department has no role in relation to processing applications for 
enrolment to schools. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform 
parents of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the 
Secretary General of my Department.  Only where an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, may 
the Secretary General of my Department direct a school to enrol a pupil.

05/11/2013WRM00550Teacher Recruitment

05/11/2013WRM00600276. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps and 
intervention he is taking in the case of a school (details supplied) in County Louth which cur-
rently employs a retired teacher for a prolonged time since September 2013; and also employed 
another retired teacher on a long-term basis in the past year.  [45701/13]

05/11/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The policy of my Depart-
ment is to ensure, as far as possible, that the Managerial Authorities of schools give priority to 
unemployed registered teachers who are fully qualified when filling vacant teaching posts.  It is 
important to note that schools themselves employ teachers and not the the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills.  However my Department has issued a number of circulars addressing this is-
sue in recent years.  Under these circulars school Principal’s must maintain a list of unemployed 
registered teachers and report to the Board of Management on any exceptional occasion where 
they have to engage a registered teacher who is retired. Circular 31/2011 details a cascade of 
measures for recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired registered 
teachers and unregistered people.  A retired teacher who returns to teaching on or after 1 Febru-
ary 2012 will commence at the first point of the incremental salary scale.  Incremental credit for 
service prior to 1 February 2012, qualification allowances and certain job role allowances are 
also not payable.  This measure represents a significant financial disincentive for teachers who 
retired at the top of their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to 
teaching.  The first point of the teacher’s salary scale represents the lowest point or starting sal-
ary for teachers.  Thus it was decided that retired teachers would be placed at that point of the 
scale.  In the light of the information provided by the Deputy my Department will seek a report 
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from the school regarding their implementation of Circular 31/2011.

05/11/2013WRM00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRM00800277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in determination of an application for higher education grant in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45769/13]

05/11/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support that, in the case of the student referred to by 
the Deputy, her application will be processed following receipt of requested documents and the 
applicant will be informed directly of the outcome.  

05/11/2013WRM00950Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRM01000278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view eligibility for a higher education grant in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45786/13]

05/11/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty did not make an application for the academic year 2013/14.  Late applications can still be 
made on www.susi.ie. 

05/11/2013WRM01150Springboard Programme Issues

05/11/2013WRM01200279. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son only 6% of participants on Springboard courses are under 25 years of age; if he is concerned 
at this low number; the actions he will take to increase this number in view of the high level of 
youth unemployment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45823/13]

05/11/2013WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Springboard is a specific 
initiative that strategically targets funding of free part time higher education courses for unem-
ployed people in areas where there are identified labour market skills shortages.  The Spring-
board programme is open to people of all age groups, and is specifically targeted at people 
with a previous history of employment or self employment that have lost jobs in sectors where 
employment levels will not return and who will need new qualifications and skills in order to 
re-enter employment.  The age profile of people particpating in Springboard is reflects the age 
progfile of people who are unemployed.  Approximately 10% of the more than 10,000 partici-
pants that enrolled on programmes under Springboard 2011 and 2012 were aged 25 years and 
under.  An additional 6,000 places are currently being rolled out under Springboard 2013.  The 
latest data available shows that approximately 12% of the participants that have enrolled on 
2013 programmes to date are aged 25 and under. 

05/11/2013WRM01350Youth Unemployment Measures

05/11/2013WRM01400280. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
the announcement in budget 2014 that 2,000 places would be ring-fenced for young jobseekers 
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under 25 years in the successor to the Momentum programme; when this new scheme will be 
announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45824/13]

05/11/2013WRM01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As the Deputy will be aware 2,000 training places will be targeted specifically for unemployed 
people aged under 25 at a cost of 6 million euro.  This measure is one strand of a Youth Guar-
antee initiative being implemented across a number of Government Departments, and which is 
being led by the Department of Social Protection.  These places will be provided under a follow 
up to the Momentum programme operating in 2013.  A design feature of Momentum provides 
for continuous evaluation of the programme so we can ensure that the training provided is ef-
fective, efficient and value for money.  I expect to have the outcome of these evaluations by year 
end.  Recommendations from this evaluation will be incorporated into the new programme and 
I would expect that a new round of momentum will be announced in early 2014.

05/11/2013WRM01550Schools Amalgamation

05/11/2013WRM01600281. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
information on the proposed amalgamation of schools (details supplied) in County Galway; if 
an impact analysis for the staff in both schools has been conducted; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45830/13]

05/11/2013WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the initiative for an amalgamation may come from a variety of sources, such as parents, staff, 
Board of Management and in particular, the Patron.  The decision making authority for any 
amalgamation including any appropriate arrangements belongs to the Patron of a school, sub-
ject to the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills.  The trustees of the schools referred 
to by the Deputy submitted a proposal to amalgamate some time ago.  The Department has met 
with the Trustees on a number of occasions to discuss the various issues arising.  Department 
officials also wrote to the trustees on a number of occcasions earlier this year to seek further 
information in relation to the proposal and a response is awaited.  The matter will  be given 
further consideration when this information is received.

05/11/2013WRM01750Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRM01800282. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will investi-
gate the circumstances of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo who applied for and was 
awarded a higher education grant for 2012-13 but who subsequently did not receive any pay-
ment despite being asked for and providing bank details; if he will instruct Student Universal 
Support Ireland to review this file; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45835/13]

05/11/2013WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been informed by Student Universal Support Ireland that they have no record of having 
received an application from a student with the details supplied by the Deputy.    

05/11/2013WRM01950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRM02000283. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
an application for a special needs assistant in respect of a child (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45875/13]
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05/11/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their 
allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June.  The NCSE 
published details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now 
available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school 
on a per county basis.  Currently, 7 SNAs have been approved for the school referred to by the 
Deputy.  Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered 
at the time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a 
revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them.  In general, a revi-
sion to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new 
pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school.  As the Deputy’s question refers 
to an application for SNA support for an individual child, I have referred the this question to the 
NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/11/2013WRM02150Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRM02200284. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on his plans for the provision of accommodation for Navan Educate Together 
national school, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45876/13]

05/11/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The planned school project 
at Navan Educate Together National School has been devolved to the National Development 
Finance Agency (NDFA).  It is scheduled for delivery during 2014/2015 as announced under 
the Five Year Plan.  The NDFA and its Design Team have secured planning permission for this 
school. The project is currently at tender stage. 

05/11/2013WRM02350Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRM02400285. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on his plans for the provision of accommodation for St. Mary’s Special School, John-
stown, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45877/13]

05/11/2013WRM02500340. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
expects work to commence on building a new school building (details supplied); if the design 
work is completed for the building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46986/13]

05/11/2013WRM02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 285 and 340 together.

The building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early stage of 
Architectural Planning.  It forms part of a campus development with phase 2 of Colaiste na Mi. 
Both schools are being progressed as a single project under the same design team.  The design 



5 November 2013

229

team are currently working on the completion of Stage 1 of Architectural Planning.  The project 
for this school was included in the 5 year building programme announced in March 2012 and is 
listed to progress to construction in 2015/16.

05/11/2013WRM02650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRM02700286. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the following case regarding provision of a special needs assistant (details supplied).  
[45900/13]

05/11/2013WRM02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their 
allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June.  The NCSE 
published details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now 
available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school 
on a per county basis   The school referred to by the Deputy currently has 1 approved SNA post.  
Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the 
time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a revi-
sion to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them.  In general, a revision to 
SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, 
or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the 
care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school.  As the Deputy’s question refers to 
an application for SNA support for an individual child, I have referred the this question to the 
NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/11/2013WRM02850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRM02900287. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to specify 
the supports available to autistic children at an early stage of their development, recognising the 
importance of early intervention for these children; if he will outline how the transition from 
preschool to primary school is managed so that supports provided at preschool level are main-
tained when an autistic child progresses to primary school, including the allocation of a special 
needs assistant to assist the child.   [45928/13]

05/11/2013WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
in the first instance that my Department is primarily concerned with the provision of educa-
tional services to children with special educational needs.  The provision of other supports, 
for example, therapeutic, speech and language support, occupational therapy, etc. is a matter 
for the Health Services Executive.  It would be important from the outset to highlight that my 
Department’s policy is focused on ensuring that all children, including those with autism, can 
have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the 
primary and post primary network.  This facilitates access to individual education programmes, 
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fully qualified professional teachers, special needs assistants and the appropriate school cur-
riculum with the option, where possible, of fully/partial integration and integration with other 
pupils.  As each child with autism is unique, it is important that they have access to a range 
of interventions so that their broader needs can be met.  In terms of the education provision 
for children who have autism, my Department has always recognised the importance of early 
intervention.  Children with autism can be enrolled in an early intervention class from the age 
of 3 and there are now some 76 early intervention classes in recognised primary and special 
schools.  The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) will continue to establish further 
classes where such need has been identified.  My Department’s home tuition scheme provides 
funding for children with autism are unable to access school placements and for children from 
age 2.5 who are too young to enrol in an early intervention class.  Children from the age of 
2.5 up to 3 years receive a grant from my Department to provide for 10 hours home tuition per 
week.  Upon reaching the age of 3, and where the child has no school placement, my Depart-
ment will increase those hours to 20 per week.  Children in early intervention classes benefit 
from a reduced pupil-teacher ratio of 6:1.  Class teachers are fully qualified and have access, 
through the Special Education Support Service, to training in a range of autism-specific inter-
ventions.  Each class will have a minimum of 2 Special Needs Assistants.  For children enrolled 
in early intervention classes, my Department also provides for assistive technology, specialist 
equipment and special school transport arrangements may also be put in place.  My Department 
is ever conscious of the need to adapt existing policies and to develop new policies.  I have re-
cently requested the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to prepare Policy Advice 
on the Educational Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE has 
commissioned research which will not be finalised until mid to late 2014 and I expect that this 
will inform much of the work in preparing the policy advice.  Accordingly, it is not expected 
that the policy advice will be finalised until early 2015.  My Department will be paying particu-
lar attention to the provision of early intervention services for children with an autism spectrum 
disorder.

05/11/2013WRM03050Special Educational Needs Data

05/11/2013WRM03100288. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the number of special needs assistants currently employed in primary schools across 
the State; and indicate if the cap on SNA appointments will be breached by the end of this year.  
[45929/13]

05/11/2013WRM03200289. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plan to 
change the manner in which special needs assistants are allocated to schools based on the over-
all schools’ needs rather than on each individual pupil’s diagnosis; and if such changes are put 
in place, if it can be ensured that the special educational needs of each child in primary schools 
in the State can be adequately facilitated.  [45930/13]

05/11/2013WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 288 and 289 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the previous Government, as part of the Programme for 
National Recovery, introduced a cap on the number of Special Needs Assistants.  This figure 
was set at 10,575 posts and has remained in place since the 2011/12 school year.  The National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools for special 
educational needs supports including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, to support chil-
dren with special educational needs.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established 
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criteria for the allocation of such supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  The NCSE has notified schools of their SNA allocation for 2013/14, based on the number 
of valid applications received and the extent of the care needs of qualifying children. Details of 
these allocations are available at www.ncse.ie.  To date the NCSE has allocated approximately 
10,520 Whole Time Equivalent SNA posts to schools.  The remaining 55 posts are available 
for allocation throughout the school year, for new assessments of disability, new entrants, or 
emergency or late applications, in accordance with the terms of the SNA scheme.  Of these 
posts allocated, there are currently 8,407 whole time equivalent SNAs employed in Primary 
schools, including Special schools which are designated as Primary schools.  Based on discus-
sions with the NCSE, it may be the case that additional SNA posts above the figure of 10,575, 
may be required to respond to need for the current school year.  This issue will be dealt with if 
and when it arises.  The NCSE is still processing SNA applications for the current school year.  
The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account 
the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support each year.  The deployment of 
SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management.  SNAs 
should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements 
of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  It is a matter 
for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows 
schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.  It is important to note that the level of 
SNAs required to support children with special educational needs changes from year to year in 
line with the enrolment of different children with different care needs.  The care needs of indi-
vidual children can also change from year to year.  The NCSE takes these factors into account 
when allocating SNAs to schools.  My Department has published a Value for Money (VFM) 
and Policy Analysis Review of the Special Needs Assistant scheme.  This review is available on 
my Departments website: www.education.gov.ie.  The Review has shown that the SNA Scheme 
has been successful in supporting schools in meeting the needs of students with disabilities who 
also have significant care needs.  However, the review also found that the allocation process 
and the purpose of the scheme is not always fully understood.  The review recommended that 
the SNA scheme should be restated to ensure an efficient allocation of SNA resources and to 
clarify the ‘care’ nature of the SNA role for parents, schools and professionals.  The National 
Council for Special Education recently published its report on Supporting Students with Special 
Educational Needs in Schools, which also recommended that my Department should clarify the 
role of the SNA, as recommended in the VFM report.  It is my intention that a new Circular will 
be issued to schools in the near future which will provide further clarification for schools and 
parents with regard to the role of the SNA and the purpose of the SNA scheme.

Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 262.

05/11/2013WRM03450Third Level Admissions Reform

05/11/2013WRM03500291. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
times during each of the past four years representatives of the NUI group of universities have 
met to discuss the matter of A level and applied A level subjects recognised for the purposes 
of matriculation in these institutions; the departmental guidelines governing this practice; his 
plans to require NUI admissions officers to meet with representatives from the Department of 
Education in the North regarding the range of A level and applied A level subjects available 
there and the impact this has on prospective applicants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46056/13]

05/11/2013WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Universities and institutes of 
technology are autonomous statutory bodies and the recruitment of students and the establish-
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ment of admissions criteria are matters for the individual institutions concerned.  My Depart-
ment has no function in relation to such matters.  I understand that the list of A Level subjects 
recognised for NUI matriculation purposes is available on the NUI website: www.nui.ie.  Stu-
dents intending to present a subject not included in the list are advised to contact the NUI or the 
admissions office of the individual institution to which they intend applying. 

05/11/2013WRM03650Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRM03700292. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the name, qualifi-
cations and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46085/13]

05/11/2013WRM03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The tabular statement con-
tains the name, grade, term of service and the salary in relation to political appointees at my 
Department.  The appointments were made in accordance with the guidelines on Ministerial 
Appointments as published by the Department of Finance on 24th, March 2011.  Copies of the 
post holders contracts of employment were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas together 
with details of their qualifications where appropriate.

Ruairí Quinn, T.D.

Minister for Education & Skills

Name Grade Start Date End Date Salary
John Walshe Special Adviser 05/07/2011 Current €87,258
Deirdre Grant Special Adviser 05/07/2011 Current €81,676
*Siobhan Creaton Temp Special Adviser 30/04/2013 Current €75,645
**Neil Ward Personal Secretary

Personal Assistant

11/04/2011-

07/09/2013

06/09/2013-

Current

€45,940

€47,304
Ian O Mara Personal Assistant 10/03/2011 06/09/2013 €49,790
Jody Madigan Personal Secretary 09/09/2013 Current €45,160
Nashie Grady Driver 04/05/2011 04/11/2013 €32,851
Seamus Cosgrove Driver 17/05/2011 Current €32,851
David Donnelly Driver 05/11/2013 Current €32,851
*Ms. Creaton was appointed in a temporary capacity to cover the duration of Ms. Deirdre 

Grant’s maternity leave.

**Neil Ward was made Personal Assistant with effect from 7th, September 2013 following 
the resignation of Ian O Mara from that position.

Ciaran Cannon, T.D.

Minister of State with responsibility for Training & Skills

Name Grade Start Date End Date Salary
Niamh Lawless Personal Secre-

tary
10/06/2011 Current €45,160

Martina Forde Personal Assis-
tant

10/03/2011 Current €49,790

Liam Lawless Driver 11/04/2011 Current €32,851
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Name Grade Start Date End Date Salary
Brendan Glynn Driver 11/04/2011 Current €32,851

05/11/2013WRM03850Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRM03900293. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any short 
to medium term plans to provide an Educate Together secondary school in Carlow. [46109/13]

05/11/2013WRM04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in June 2011, I announced that 20 new post-primary schools are to be established up to 2017 
to cater for increasing demographics across a number of locations.  This announcement did not 
include a proposal to establish a new post-primary school in Carlow.  The Forward Planning 
Section of my Department will continue to analyse demographic trends to determine the level 
of additional school provision which will be required into the future.  Should the need for any 
new post-primary school emerge in Carlow it will be open to Patron bodies to apply for patron-
age in line with the established process, which was announced in June 2011.

05/11/2013WRM04050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRM04100294. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a special 
needs assistant will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46114/13]

05/11/2013WRM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their 
allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June.  The NCSE 
published details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now 
available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school 
on a per county basis.   At present, 5 SNAs have been approved for the school freferred to by the 
Deputy.   Schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered 
at the time that the revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a 
revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them.  In general, a revi-
sion to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new 
pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school.   As the Deputy’s question refers 
to an application for SNA support for an individual child, I have referred the this question to the 
NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/11/2013WRM04250Home Tuition Scheme Provision

05/11/2013WRM04300295. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will recon-
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sider the decision to restrict the home tuition grant to tuition provided by teachers registered 
with the Teaching Council of Ireland, specifically where intervention is required for preschool 
children; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46144/13]

05/11/2013WRM04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the purpose of my Department’s Home Tuition scheme is to provide a compensatory edu-
cation to children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend 
school.  The scheme was extended in recent years to facilitate tuition for children awaiting a 
suitable educational placement and also to provide early educational intervention for pre-school 
children with autism.  Home Tuition is for educational teaching intervention only.  The provi-
sion of therapeutic services such as Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
psychological services are a matter for the HSE.  My Department currently provides funding 
through the Home Tuition scheme for children with autism who are unable to access school 
placements and for children from age 2.5 who are too young to enrol in an early intervention 
class.  Children, who have been diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder, can access early 
intervention classes from the age of 3.  Children attending such classes have access to individu-
alised education programmes, fully qualified professional teachers who may draw from a range 
of autism specific interventions, special needs assistants, and the appropriate school curriculum 
with the option, where possible, of full or partial integration and interaction with other pupils.    
It is appropriate therefore that the qualification standard required by the Home Tuition scheme 
reflects that required in a school environment.  Class teachers in all schools are required to be 
fully qualified with a qualification relevant to the sector in which they are teaching.  All primary 
teachers are qualified to teach in any primary or special school classroom.  Teachers have ac-
cess, through the Special Education Support Service, to continuing professional development 
in a range of autism specific interventions, including Applied Behavioural Analysis (ABA), 
the Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication Handicapped Children 
(TEACCH) and the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS).  I have requested the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to prepare Policy Advice on the Educational 
Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE has commissioned re-
search which will not be finalised until mid to late 2014 and I expect that this research will 
inform much of the work in preparing the policy advice.  Accordingly, it is not expected that the 
report will be finalised until early 2015.  

05/11/2013WRN00150School Curriculum

05/11/2013WRN00200296. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to include 
the important topics of blood donation and organ donation as part of the curricula. [46258/13]

05/11/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is currently working on the Leaving Certificate Science 
syllabuses and is about to commence work on a new Junior Cycle Science specification.  The 
question raised by the Deputy will be brought to the attention of the NCCA.

05/11/2013WRN00350Relationships and Sexuality Education

05/11/2013WRN00400297. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the Shou-
tOut sex-education programme operating in counties Galway, Cork and Dublin; and his plans to 
extend this to other locations.  [46269/13]

05/11/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Shout Out is a volunteer 
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organisation, consisting mainly of undergraduates or recent graduates, which offers free work-
shops  to address homophobia and transphobia in schools.  My Department  is not sponsoring 
or supporting this work although any initiative by young people to support the development and 
maintenance of the well being of students is our schools deserves to be acknowledged and wel-
comed.  There are a number of documents published by my Department which are relevant to 
the deputy’s question.  Circular 0023/2010 Best Practice Guidelines in SPHE/RSE, specifically 
refers to the role of visitors to the classroom.  Circular letter 0027/08 refers to schools’ respon-
sibilities in providing RSE and identifies the topics to be covered (including - Sexual Orienta-
tion, Sexually Transmitted Infections and Family Planning (4.1)).  In addition, in the context 
of homophobia and transphobia, I am confident that the recently published guidelines on Anti 
-bullying Procedures  are a comprehensive and practical resource for schools as they work over 
time to addressing bullying.  Together these documents provide guidance to schools on how 
RSE should be provided to support all students in developing attitudes, beliefs and values about 
sexuality, sexual identity, relationships and intimacy as a process of personal understanding, 
growth and social inclusion. 

05/11/2013WRN00550Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN00600298. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a list 
of new schools due to be completed in 2014. [46272/13]

05/11/2013WRN00675Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): New school building projects 
scheduled for completion in 2014 are detailed in the list. Details in relation to all of these proj-
ects are available on my Departments web-site.  Details of school refurbishments and extension 
projects are also available on the web-site.  The details are updated on a monthly basis.

The Construction Programme specific to 2014 will be announced later this year.  A number 
of projects which may be included in that announcement may also be scheduled for completion 
in 2014.  Details in relation to these projects will be available on my Departments web-site fol-
lowing the announcement.  

New School buildings due to be completed in 2014.

County Roll No. Name of School 
Cork 04572S & 14463B ST Joseph’s  National 

School & St John National 
School, Kinsale  

Cork 17600S SN an Scairthe Leithe, Mid-
leton

Dublin 09932B Stanhope Street Convent
Dublin 19474D & 19742C St Colmcille’s Junior & Se-

nior Schools, Knocklyon 
Dublin 19878E Ballycragh National School
Dublin 20190T Holy Trinity National 

School
Dublin 20274C Esker Educate Together, 

Lucan 
Dublin 20383H Blanchardstown West 

Educate Together National 
School
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County Roll No. Name of School 
Galway 20350P Merlin Wood Primary 

School, Doughiska
Galway 76096S Merlin College, Doughiska
Galway 17759J SN Bhrighde, Menlo
Kilkenny 20255V Bunscoil McAuley Rice
Leitrim 91519H Ballinamore Community 

School 
Limerick 68121S Scoil na Trionóide Naofa, 

Doon
Limerick 20148U Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Meath 18762D & 18767N SN Realt Na Mara Girls 

& Boys National Schools, 
Mornington

Offaly 20267F Scoil Bhride, Edenderry
Offaly 20332N Gaelscoil Eaden Doire
Waterford 91520P Ardscoil na Mara, Tramore
Westmeath 71410T Athlone Community College
Wexford 76127D Creagh College, Gorey

05/11/2013WRN00750Information and Communications Technology Issues

05/11/2013WRN00800299. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report on the 
work of extending the use of ITC into the classroom; and if his Department is engaging with the 
private sector in developing e-learning tools such as educational apps. [46273/13]

05/11/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since 1998, the national ICT 
in Schools programme has focused on building capacity across the schools system for integrat-
ing ICT into teaching and learning and developing pupils’ digital literacy,  The ICT in Schools 
programme must address new policy challenges and opportunities arising from major devel-
opments in curricular reform, digital publishing, digital content dissemination tools generally, 
cloud services, portable computing and student devices, and the deployment of high speed 
broadband at post-primary level.  In relation to curricular reform the new junior cycle in post-
primary schools outlines eight key skills required for successful learning by students across the 
curriculum and for learning beyond school.  Among the key skills, one is literacy and numeracy, 
which includes digital literacy.  In addition, the other 6 key skills in the Framework for Junior 
Cycle all include as elements the use of digital technology.  As new specifications for the Junior 
Cycle are being prepared the use of ICT will become integrated across learning areas.  In addi-
tion, a new short course in Digital Media literacy will be available to schools from September 
2014.  A draft of it will be available shortly from the NCCA for consultation.  The first step in 
developing a new strategy for the use of ICT in teaching and learning is the completion of an ICT 
census in schools.  The census results are currently being analysed and the results will provide 
a sound research base which will in turn inform key policy decisions relating to integrating ICT 
in teaching and learning over the next three to five years.  In the past the ICT census of schools 
focussed on the level of infrastructure in schools.  The current census addresses a broad range 
of themes including:- The impact of ICT in teaching and learning and assessment-School-wide 
planning for integration of ICT in teaching and learning-Continuing ICT related Professional 
Development (CPD) for teachers-Curriculum-relevant digital content and software resources-
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exploring views on the opportunities presented by integration of ICT in teaching, learning and 
assessment, -Obstacles to ICT integration and how they could be overcome.  In addition there 
will be an extensive consultation process with stakeholders and the wider public.  As part of this 
process, the ICT industry will be consulted in relation to technological developments.  Feed-
back from this process and the results of the school census will provide a sound research base to 
inform policy decisions on the further integration of ICT in teaching and learning over the next 
five years.  There are structures in place that facilitate engagement with the private sector on 
policy development generally and in particular, the use of ICT for teaching and learning.  The 
use of education applications will also be considered in the context of the strategy development.  
However, it is not appropriate for my Department to engage with individual private sector com-
panies in the development of e-learning tools or applications. 

05/11/2013WRN00950Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN01000300. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide assurances that funding is available for phase 2 of a school (details supplied) in County 
Meath; the expected commencement and completion dates for phase 2; the date on which the 
new gymnasium at a primary school will be signed off and ready for use; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46323/13]

05/11/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Phase 1 of a 1000 pupil sec-
ond level school referred to by the Deputy proceeded to tender and construction in 2013.  This 
phase of the project is currently on site and is nearing completion.  Phase 2 of the project is 
currently at an early stage of Architectural Planning - Stage 1 which is the initial sketch Design 
Stage.  At this early stage of architectural planning it is not possible to provide an expected com-
mencement or completion date for the construction of Phase 2.  However, the provision of the 
full 1000 pupil school is encompassed within the 5 year construction programme as announced 
in March 2012.  The General Purpose room in the primary school to which the Deputy refers 
has reached substantial completion and was handed over to the school on 1 November 2013.

05/11/2013WRN01150State Examinations Commission

05/11/2013WRN01200301. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plicants and the number of approvals granted for reasonable accommodations at the leaving 
certificate examinations for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46330/13]

05/11/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

05/11/2013WRN01350State Examinations Commission

05/11/2013WRN01400302. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applicants and the number of approvals granted for reasonable accommodations at the junior 
certificate examinations for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46331/13]

05/11/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.
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05/11/2013WRN01550State Examinations Commission

05/11/2013WRN01600303. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plicants and the number of approvals granted for a scribe or reader to assist students under the 
reasonable accommodations arrangements at the leaving certificate examinations for each of 
the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46332/13]

05/11/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

05/11/2013WRN01750State Examinations Commission

05/11/2013WRN01800304. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plicants and the number of approvals granted for a scribe or reader to assist students under the 
reasonable accommodations arrangements at the junior certificate examinations for the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46333/13]

05/11/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

05/11/2013WRN01950School Funding

05/11/2013WRN02000305. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the sufficient funding to meet the day-to-day operational costs of school (details sup-
plied) in order that the costs do not need to be borne by parents who already have significant 
costs associated with raising young children; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46342/13]

05/11/2013WRN02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The finances of recognised 
primary schools, including the schools referred to by the Deputy, are a matter for the Boards of 
Management of these schools.  Boards should budget in such a way as to enable them to meet 
their commitments and their expenditure should not exceed their income.  The running costs of 
recognised primary schools are not budgeted for individually by the Department.  It would not 
be feasible to grant aid over 3,300 schools in this way.  The running costs of these schools are 
met by the Departments schemes of capitation and ancillary services grants.  I have no plans to 
amend the present capitation funding arrangements.

05/11/2013WRN02150School Transport Availability

05/11/2013WRN02200306. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made in relation to a school bus route extension (details supplied); the reason for the 
delay in this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46346/13]

05/11/2013WRN02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
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gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 km from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.  Bus Éireann which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Depart-
ment is responsible for the planning and time-tabling of school transport routes.  Bus Éireann 
endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level 
of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.  As a rule, post primary 
school transport routes are planned so that, as far as possible, no eligible child will have more 
than 3.2 km to travel to a pick-up point.  Bus Éireann is currently assessing the services operat-
ing into the school in question with a view to ensuring that all eligible children can avail of a 
service within these guidelines.

05/11/2013WRN02350Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN02400307. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
available for phase two of a school (details supplied) in County Meath; when this phase of 
the school will be completed and ready for use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46358/13]

05/11/2013WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Phase 1 of a 1000 pupil sec-
ond level school referred to by the Deputy proceeded to tender and construction in 2013.  This 
phase of the project is currently on site and is nearing completion. Phase 2 of the project is 
currently at an early stage of Architectural Planning - Stage 1 which is the initial sketch Design 
Stage.  At this early stage of architectural planning it is not possible to provide an expected 
commencement or completion date for the construction of Phase 2.  However, the provision 
of the full 1000 pupil school is encompassed within the 5 year construction programme as an-
nounced in March 2012. 

05/11/2013WRN02550Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN02600308. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which the gym in a school (details supplied) in County Meath will be signed off on by the De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46359/13]

05/11/2013WRN02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The General Purpose room in 
the school to which the Deputy refers has reached substantial completion and was handed over 
to the school on 1 November 2013.

05/11/2013WRN02750Student Grant Scheme Administration

05/11/2013WRN02800309. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if payment of the 
student contribution charge of €2,500 for the academic year 2013-14 for third level colleges, 
which may be paid in two instalments, can also be paid by monthly instalments.  [46361/13]

05/11/2013WRN02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Student Contribution, which currently stands at €2,500, is payable by students who qualify 
under my Departments Free Fees Schemes.  Students who qualify under my Department’s 
student grant scheme have the contribution paid on their behalf by the Exchequer (some 40%). 
Conscious of financial pressures on families tax relief provisions have been put in place so that 
second and subsequent siblings do not have to bear the full cost.  An additional category of 
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“50% Student Contribution” is also available under the student grants scheme to assist in meet-
ing the cost.  Higher Education Institutions, at my request, have provisions in place to allow 
students to pay the contribution in two moieties.  I previously asked the Authority to request that 
higher education institutions show flexibility and consideration to students awaiting a decision 
on their grant application and/or payment of a grant.  I am aware that institutions work with 
students who present with financial difficulties and deal with such situations on a case by case 
basis, however as the Deputy can appreciate, this is ultimately a matter for individual institu-
tions as autonomous bodies.

05/11/2013WRN02950Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN03000310. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of a school 
(details supplied) agreeing in principle to a schedule of accommodation, if he will confirm that 
it will be able to make changes to the internal design of the new accommodation at design stage; 
if not, if he will send out a team of officials to visit the site as a proper internal design is impera-
tive to the functioning of the school and this has not been agreed to in full; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46377/13]

05/11/2013WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to confirm that the ac-
commodation brief for the school, referred to by the Deputy, has been finalised and agreement 
in principle for this brief was received from the school authority concerned in October last.  I 
also wish to advise the Deputy that the school will have an opportunity at the Design Stage of 
the architectural planning process to input to the internal design layout of the proposed develop-
ment, within the overall extent of the accommodation brief approved for the school in question.  
My Department’s officials will be in further contact with the school in relation to the next stage 
of the architectural planning process.

05/11/2013WRN03150Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN03200311. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for capital improvement works to a school (details supplied) in County Laois; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46383/13]

05/11/2013WRN03300312. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided for capital improvement works and a brief description of the works carried out in respect 
of a school (details supplied) in County Laois in each of the last ten years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46384/13]

05/11/2013WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 311 and 312 together.

I can confirm that my Department has received an application from the school, referred to 
by the Deputy, for funding to provide alternative permanent accommodation to meet its long-
term requirements.  Officials from my Department will be in contact shortly with the school au-
thorities to work through the details of their proposal and how best to meet the school’s needs. 
In the interim, my Department has recently approved funding for classroom accommodation to 
meet the school’s immediate needs.  I can also confirm to the Deputy that funding amounting to 
€30,612.68 was allocated to the school under the 2005 Summer Works Scheme for roof works.  
In addition, my Department has also allocated funding to the school in question for furniture 
and equipment on an ongoing basis in response to requirements. 
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05/11/2013WRN03450Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRN03500313. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that as of the 9 October 2013 a school (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary has been granted full planning permission for the refurbishment, demolition 
and erection of new classrooms; that the design team is now working towards its completion 
of stage 2b; the date on which funding will be allocated for this project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46389/13]

05/11/2013WRN03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural plan-
ning - Stage 2b - Detailed Design.  This stage includes the applications for Fire Safety Certifi-
cate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  In accordance 
with Design Team Procedures, the design team recently informed my Department that Planning 
Permission has been granted.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget 
imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional 
school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to 
include this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School 
building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which were previously initi-
ated but not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be pro-
gressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available 
to the Department in the future.

  Question No. 314 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRN03750Special Educational Needs Expenditure

05/11/2013WRN03800315. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding will be 
granted to the Brothers of Charity for the provision of five therapy-changing beds for children 
with profound general learning disabilities and physical disabilities who attend the Brothers of 
Charity school in Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46402/13]

05/11/2013WRN03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Grant aid is available to pri-
mary and post primary schools to fund the purchase of furniture/equipment for educational pur-
poses for special needs pupils.  Changing Benches are included in that category.  On the basis 
of the information submitted by the school authority the equipment that they requested grant 
aid for is outside the scope of aid provided by my Department.  The school principal has been 
advised that an application for funding for additional changing benches would be considered. 
To date no such application has been received. 

05/11/2013WRN03950Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRN04000316. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding his Department would need if an allowance was given for the second and subsequent 
child in third level education for those seeking the special rate of maintenance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46404/13]

05/11/2013WRN04100317. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
an allowance is not given for the second and subsequent child in third level education in the as-
sessment for the special rate of maintenance grant; like it is with the other levels; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46406/13]
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05/11/2013WRN04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 316 and 317 together.

The Report of the Action Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recom-
mendations concerning the introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvan-
taged students.  

The target group of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants of people 
receiving long-term welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled.  

The qualifying criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant in the 2013/14 academic 
year as specified under the 2013 student grant scheme is as follows:

1.   Student must qualify for the standard rate of grant

2. Total reckonable income net of income disregards and Child Dependant Increase must 
not exceed €22,703 

3. As at 31st December, 2012, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible long-
term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.   When calculating 
reckonable income for the standard rate of grant, payments made by the Department of Social 
Protection in respect of child dependants are included in the income calculation.  However, 
where additional dependants are attending an approved full-time course, an allowance is given 
for each additional dependant.  When calculating the reckonable income for the special rate 
of maintenance grant, any payments made by the Department of Social Protection in respect 
of child dependants are excluded in the calculation of reckonable income.  Therefore, no al-
lowance can be given for the second and subsequent child in third level education.  It is not 
proposed, at present, to change the current terms and conditions in respect of the special rates 
of maintenance grant.

05/11/2013WRO00150Information and Communications Technology Issues

05/11/2013WRO00200318. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way parents can 
deal with a school that requires them to purchase an Apple iPad for €800 for their children start-
ing secondary school; and the assistance he will put in place.  [46441/13]

05/11/2013WRO00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Programme for Govern-
ment prioritises the integration of ICT in teaching and learning across the curriculum.  Where 
ICT is embedded in the curriculum it can serve to engage and motivate children in the learning 
process.  It has proven to increase students’ self-esteem and creates a more positive disposition 
towards learning as well as providing teachers with more up to date, exciting and relevant ways 
of presenting and engaging with the curriculum.  ICT can act as a catalyst for peer teaching 
and learning and is hugely powerful in the development of team-work, higher order thinking 
skills and a collaborative learning and teaching environment.  The use of tablet devices is one 
of the many ways to integrate technology into teaching and learning.  I am aware of the fact 
that in many schools, parents are being asked to fund the cost of tablet devices for use in the 
classrooms.  This is an operational matter for the Board of Management of each school and my 
Department has no role at individual school level in approving such initiatives.  I believe it is 
important that where new technology is being adopted by schools, parents should be consulted 
prior to the decision being made and that the cost implications are fully considered by the 
Boards of Management.

05/11/2013WRO00350School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO00400319. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of money 
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refunded to his Department since 2005 for the scrappage of buses from the school transport 
scheme in view of the fact that his Department pays for all the depreciation of these buses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46448/13]

05/11/2013WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
School buses used in the Bus Éireann school bus fleet come from a variety of sources as set out 
in the Value for Money Review (March 2011).  Some are second-hand buses specifically pur-
chased by Bus Éireann for school transport purposes, while others were funded by the Depart-
ment and attract no depreciation charges.  Many of the vehicles were cascaded from the Road 
Passenger fleet.

Bus Éireann has advised that when these vehicles reach the end of their useful life they have 
little or no value and often incur disposal charges.  On average the Company received in the 
region of just €240 per vehicle scrapped between 2005 and 2012, and the matter of refunding 
the amount concerned did not arise.  The exception to this was one bus that was fully funded 
by the Department which was prematurely destroyed by fire in 2008 when still under warranty.  
In this case the value of the bus, being €165,975, was fully credited back to the Department by 
Bus Éireann.  

05/11/2013WRO00550School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO00600320. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all the contracts that 
were awarded to bus operators were awarded in compliance with EU directives and the proce-
dure that was used.  [46449/13]

05/11/2013WRO00700321. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a pattern in 
relation to investigation of the awarding of contracts. [46450/13]

05/11/2013WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 320 and 321 together.

Bus Éireann has advised that contracts that are awarded to school transport operators as part 
of the Bus Éireann tender process comply with EU directives.  Bus Éireann has further advised 
that this tendering process is a competitive procurement process conducted in accordance with 
the Negotiated Procedure.   

05/11/2013WRO00850School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO00900322. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Bus Éireann in-
formed him of the reasons there was a protester outside the Waterford school transport office 
during summer 2013.  [46451/13]

05/11/2013WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport schemes, on behalf of my Department, is 
responsible for the negotiation and awarding of school transport contracts to private operators.  
In April 2013, Bus Éireann advised my Department that a protest was mounted outside the Wa-
terford School Transport Office by a school transport contractor who had recently lost contracts.  

05/11/2013WRO01050School Staffing

05/11/2013WRO01100323. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of 
the appeal board hearing held on 22 October 2013 regarding his Department’s plans to withdraw 
a teacher form a school (details supplied) in County Cork at the end of this month. [46470/13]
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05/11/2013WRO01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts to schools includes the provision whereby schools experiencing rapid 
increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing 
grounds, using projected enrolment.  The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism 
for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria, including developing grounds, to an in-
dependent Appeals Board.  The criteria for the allocation of a developing school post for the 
2013/14 school year are set out in the staffing schedule, Circular 0013/2013 which is available 
on the Department website.  Schools that meet the criteria may receive sanction for additional 
post(s) pending the confirmation of the valid enrolment on 30th September 2013.  The school 
referred to by the Deputy was granted a developing post on a provisional basis, pending con-
firmation of enrolments on 30th September 2013.  The school did not reach the required enrol-
ment to retain the post and submitted an appeal to the October meeting of the Primary Staffing 
Appeals Board.  The Board refused the appeal on the basis that the grounds of the appeal did 
not meet with the criteria outlined in Circular 0013/2013.  The Appeal Board operates indepen-
dently of the Department and its decision is final.

05/11/2013WRO01250Information and Communications Technology Issues

05/11/2013WRO01300324. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that a community college (details supplied) in County Dublin is 
requiring parents to purchase Apple iPads and e-books for their children from next September 
at considerable expense; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that parents have reported 
that if children do not comply with this they should move to another school; if he believes it is 
appropriate that schools place this expense on parents; and his plans to prevent schools from 
acting in such a manner in the future.  [46495/13]

05/11/2013WRO01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Programme for Govern-
ment prioritises the integration of ICT in teaching and learning across the curriculum.  Where 
ICT is embedded in the curriculum it can serve to engage and motivate children in the learning 
process.  It has proven to increase students’ self-esteem and creates a more positive disposition 
towards learning as well as providing teachers with more up to date, exciting and relevant ways 
of presenting and engaging with the curriculum.  ICT can act as a catalyst for peer teaching 
and learning and is hugely powerful in the development of team-work, higher order thinking 
skills and a collaborative learning and teaching environment.  The use of tablet devices is one 
of the many ways to integrate technology into teaching and learning.  I am aware of the fact 
that in many schools, parents are being asked to fund the cost of tablet devices for use in the 
classrooms.  This is an operational matter for the Board of Management of each school and my 
Department has no role at individual school level in approving such initiatives.  I believe it is 
important that where new technology is being considered by schools, parents should be con-
sulted prior to the decision being made and that the costs and other implications for students and 
children seeking to be enrolled in the school are fully considered by the Boards of Management.

05/11/2013WRO01450Special Educational Needs Staffing

05/11/2013WRO01500325. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a special needs assistant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46582/13]

05/11/2013WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
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sistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for 
the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Depart-
ment.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.  The NCSE published details of all of their 
allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year in June of this 
year.  The NCSE has also now published details of the additional SNA allocations which have 
been made to schools since the initial allocations were made to schools in June.  The NCSE 
published details of these revised allocations on 21st October, 2013.  These details are now 
available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school 
on a per county basis.

The school referred to by the Deputy currently has 0.75 approved SNA post.Schools can 
contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the time that the 
revised SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a revision to the quan-
tum of SNA support which has been allocated to them. In general, a revision to SNA allocations 
will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, or where schools 
can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care needs of all 
of the qualifying children in their school. As the Deputy’s question refers to an application for 
SNA support for an individual child, I have referred the this question to the NCSE for their at-
tention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/11/2013WRO01650Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRO01700326. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a facility (details supplied) in County Dublin; when repairs will be carried out; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46589/13]

05/11/2013WRO01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The client for the Building 
project which included the facility referred to by the Deputy is Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Edu-
cation and Training Board (DDLETB).  The ETB, through it’s legal representatives, is engaged 
with the Contractor in relation to the defects identified with the facility.  The ETB has also in-
formed my Department that it is in discussions with the Local Authority for possible repairs to 
the facility notwithstanding the issue with the Contractor.  

05/11/2013WRO01850School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO01900327. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedures 
used by his Department to ensure that money spent on school transport is used solely for this 
purpose. [46684/13]

05/11/2013WRO02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates school transport services on behalf of my Department, maintains 
a separate account for the School Transport Scheme.  This account is audited each year by 
independent auditors and accounts in respect of the last number of years are available on my 
Department’s website.  Regular contact is maintained between Department and Bus Éireann 
school transport staff in the operation of the school transport scheme and the ongoing monitor-
ing of expenditure profiles.

05/11/2013WRO02050School Transport Availability

05/11/2013WRO02100328. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
put all school bus routes online. [46685/13]

05/11/2013WRO02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department.  Bus Éireann 
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has a dedicated school transport section on the Company website.  All primary and post primary 
applications and payments, where applicable, may now be made on line.  Some 6,000 school 
transport routes are provided under the School Transport Scheme.  Routes are designed on the 
basis of the locations of those children who are eligible for school transport facilities under 
the scheme.  It is necessary in advance of each school year to review and, where required, to 
re-organise school bus routes to reflect demographic changes as new children enter the system 
and others leave.  In light of this and in consideration of child protection concerns, there are 
currently no plans to place detailed information about the school transport operating network 
on line.

05/11/2013WRO02250School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO02300329. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the methods 
used by his Department to decide which school bus routes to pay for; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46686/13]

05/11/2013WRO02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The main objective of my Department’s Primary and Post Primary School Transport Schemes is 
to support the safe transportation to and from school of children who would otherwise have dif-
ficulty making their way, for reasons of distance, to their nearest school.  The school transport 
schemes are operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Department and currently over 114,000 
children travel under these schemes every school day, including over 8,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs.  In general, children are considered eligible for school transport if they 
satisfy the distance criteria and are attending their nearest school or education centre having 
regard to ethos and language.  In addition, school transport services may be established or re-
tained provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits,where there are a minimum of 10 
eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by Bus Éireann.  Full details of the 
school transport schemes, where eligibility requirements and other conditions are outlined, are 
available on my Department’s website.

05/11/2013WRO02450School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRO02500330. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates on 
which his Department first recorded names and addresses of children it transports on school 
transport. [46687/13]

05/11/2013WRO02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Since its inception, Bus Éireann has operated the School Transport Scheme on behalf of 
my Department.  In each school year, the names and addresses of children applying for school 
transport, in addition to those already availing of school transport have been recorded by Bus 
Éireann. 

05/11/2013WRO02650Schools Amalgamation

05/11/2013WRO02700331. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he could clarify 
his Department’s intentions regarding the new local area plan for Ballycullen, Oldcourt, Dublin 
24 which recommends a particular site in Ballycullen be assigned for the construction of the 
new Educate Together and Gaescoil in Firhouse; if his Department supports this site as being 
suitable for the co-location of the two proposed new schools; the timeframe for the construction 
works in the event that the project should proceed in this location; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46690/13]

05/11/2013WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am advised that a draft Lo-
cal Area Plan is under development for the area in question and my officials will be making a 
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submission in relation to the draft Plan.  Given the sensitivities associated with land acquisi-
tions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time. 

05/11/2013WRO02850School Accommodation

05/11/2013WRO02900332. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of children currently being educated in prefabricated buildings 
per school; the number of prefabricated buildings per school in each county here, and specifi-
cally in the Dublin 22 area; and his plans to replace these prefabricated buildings with new 
school buildings.  [46692/13]

05/11/2013WRO03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not hold 
information on the numbers of pupils in individual schools who currently occupy temporary 
accommodation; this depends on the organisation of class groups by schools within available 
accommodation and may vary from year to year.  Local school managements are responsible 
for organising their class numbers, year on year, to achieve the optimum local efficiencies.  A 
list of primary and post primary schools that have rented prefabricated buildings is attached for 
the Deputy’s attention.  My Department does not hold information in the sub-county format as 
requested.  Schools that are included on my Department’s 5 Year Capital Programme, Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) Programme and Prefabs Replacement Initiatives are highlighted as 
these will have their temporary accommodation replaced with permanent buildings.  Please 
note that one prefab unit may consist of one or more classrooms and/or ancillary accommoda-
tion.In relation to prefabricated buildings a total of €15 million has been allocated in 2013/14 to 
replace prefabs and provide permanent resource rooms and classrooms for some 2,650 students. 
Forty-six schools, with 115 prefab units, have been offered grants to provide the new facilities.  
In 2012 the Department of Education and Skills provided funding to replace of over 458 prefab 
units.  Replacing prefabs offers better accommodation for students and savings for schools and 
the Exchequer, as well as providing construction jobs.  We are building on the Programme for 
Government commitment to reduce reliance on rented prefabs in schools and extending the 
benefits to other parts of the country.  Replacing prefabs is part of the Government’s €475 mil-
lion education infrastructure plan for 2014.  This Plan will provide modern, high quality accom-
modation for pupils and teachers and construction related jobs for workers around the country.

Primary and Post Primary Schools renting Prefabricated buildings - October 2013

Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

04077I* St Brigids NS Carlow Pre-fab
11135K St Mary’s NS Carlow Pre-fab
16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Carlow Pre-fab
 St Phadraig Naofa Carlow Pre-fab
17514C Clonegal NS Carlow Pre-fab
17994T* SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow Pre-fab
 SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow Pre-fab
20370V Saplings School Carlow Pre-fab
08453H* Crubany NS Cavan Pre-fab
 Crubany NS Cavan Pre-fab
08490N St Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab
 St. Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab
 St. Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

16057S Convent of Mercy 
NS

Cavan Pre-fab

 Convent of Mercy 
NS

Cavan Pre-fab

16083T St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
16959M Curravagh NS Cavan Pre-fab
17326B* St Felim’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
18857O** Carrigabruise NS Cavan Pre-fab
19608V St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
 St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig Cavan Pre-fab
04919H* St John’s NS Clare Pre-fab
 St John’s NS Clare Pre-fab
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach Clare Pre-fab
15301V* Kildysart NS Clare Pre-fab
 Kildysart NS Clare Pre-fab
16186G* Inch NS Clare Pre-fab
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  

Senior School
Clare Pre-fab

 CBS Bunscoil Inis  
Senior School

Clare Pre-fab

 CBS Bunscoil Inis  
Senior School

Clare Pre-fab

 CBS Bunscoil Inis  
Senior School

Clare Pre-fab

 CBS Bunscoil Inis  
Senior School

Clare Pre-fab

16908S Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
 Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
 Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
 Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
 Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
16946D* Parteen NS Clare Pre-fab
 Parteen NS Clare Pre-fab
17583V** Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
 Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
 Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
 Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
17801F Scoil na Maighdine 

Muire
Clare Pre-fab

18639E* Ballynacally NS Clare Pre-fab
19849U GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
 GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
 GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
 GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS Clare Pre-fab
20086B** Ennis Educate To-

gether NS
Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennis Educate To-
gether NS

Clare Pre-fab

20245S Ennistymon National 
School

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennistymon National 
School

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennistymon National 
School

Clare Pre-fab

 Ennistymon National 
School

Clare Pre-fab

20313J Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
 Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
 Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
 Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
 Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
01272O Glandore NS Cork Pre-fab
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Cork Pre-fab
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Cork Pre-fab
07242M Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
 Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
 Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
 Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
10047I Macroom Convent 

NS (St Joseph’s)
Cork Pre-fab

 Macroom Convent 
NS (St Joseph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

 Macroom Convent 
NS (St Joseph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

 Macroom Convent 
NS (St Joseph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

 Macroom Convent 
NS (St Joseph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Cork Pre-fab
 Whitegate Mixed NS Cork Pre-fab
12004A Mallon No1 NS Cork Pre-fab
12041G* St. John the Baptist, 

Midleton NS
Cork Pre-fab

 St. John the Baptist, 
Midleton NS

Cork Pre-fab

12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork Pre-fab
12473M Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire na 
nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire na 
nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire na 
nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire na 
nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

13234W** Cloughduv NS Cork Pre-fab
 Cloughduv NS Cork Pre-fab
13375R* Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab
13512B* Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
13728B Castletownshend NS Cork Pre-fab
 Castletownshend NS Cork Pre-fab
13779S* Dromahane NS Cork Pre-fab
 Dromahane NS Cork Pre-fab
13828F** St. Columba’s Boys 

NS
Cork Pre-fab

13889C Shanbally NS Cork Pre-fab
 Shanbally NS Cork Pre-fab
14052V** St Colmans BNS Cork Pre-fab
14839P Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab
 Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab
 Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab
15165Q Ballintotas NS Cork Pre-fab
 Ballintotas NS Cork Pre-fab
15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
15646J Coomhala NS Cork Pre-fab
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Cork Pre-fab
16087E Kealkil NS Cork Pre-fab
 Kealkil NS Cork Pre-fab
16271U** Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab
 Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab
 Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab
16339F St Joseph’s NS Cork Pre-fab
17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Cork Pre-fab
17103E** Scoil Chlochair 

Mhuire
Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Chlochair 
Mhuire

Cork Pre-fab

17152R Knockskeagh NS Cork Pre-fab
17297U St Fergal’s NS Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

17360B* SN Mhuire Cork Pre-fab
 SN Mhuire Cork Pre-fab
17505B* Brooklodge NS Cork Pre-fab
17533G Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab
 Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab
 Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab
17600S** Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
 Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
 Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
 Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
 Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
 Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
17609N** Rathcormac NS Cork Pre-fab
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Cork Pre-fab
17823P* Glantane NS Cork Pre-fab
17972J* Killmurry NS Cork Pre-fab
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan 

Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork Pre-fab

18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Cork Pre-fab
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab
18428O* Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab
 Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab
 Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab
18468D* St Mary’s NS Cork Pre-fab
18535P* St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
 St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
 St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
 St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
 St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
 St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
18829J Summercove NS Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Cork Pre-fab
19351K Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab
 Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab
 Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab
19381T Rathmore NS Cork Pre-fab
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
19557H Caheragh NS Cork Pre-fab
19672H Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrast
Cork Pre-fab

19760E* Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab
19761G* St Peter’s NS Cork Pre-fab
19801P Drimoleague Junior 

School
Cork Pre-fab

 Drimoleague Junior 
School

Cork Pre-fab

19881Q** GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Uí 
Leighin

Cork Pre-fab

20049S Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork Pre-fab

 Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork Pre-fab

 Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

20106E** Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
 Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir 

na Corann
Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Mhainistir 
na Corann

Cork Pre-fab

20204E Kilworth National 
School

Cork Pre-fab

20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/
Barr dInse

Cork Pre-fab

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork Pre-fab

20354A** Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab
 Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab
11843O* Niall Mor NS Donegal Pre-fab
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
16672P** Lurgybrack NS Donegal Pre-fab
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Donegal Pre-fab
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Cholmcille Donegal Pre-fab
19313C Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab
 Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab
 Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab
19724A** Little Angels Special 

School
Donegal Pre-fab

 Little Angels Special 
School

Donegal Pre-fab

19967D Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
 Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamh-

nain
Donegal Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Adhamh-
nain

Donegal Pre-fab

20235P** Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

 Letterkenny Educate 
Together

Donegal Pre-fab

00752A Central Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Dublin Pre-fab

01170G* Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab
 Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab
 Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab
01795A Central Model In-

fants School
Dublin Pre-fab

 Central Model In-
fants School

Dublin Pre-fab

 Central Model In-
fants School

Dublin Pre-fab

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Dublin Pre-fab
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes 

NS
Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

12014D** St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
13217W** Holy Family NS Dublin Pre-fab
14180H* Holmpatrick NS Dublin Pre-fab
16333Q* St. Patricks JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Patricks JNS Dublin Pre-fab
16461C** St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab
17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan 

Smal
Dublin Pre-fab

17472M Hedgestown NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Hedgestown NS Dublin Pre-fab
17507F St Patricks NS Dublin Pre-fab
17569E* St Oliver Plunkett NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Oliver Plunkett NS Dublin Pre-fab
17912O* St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
 St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
 St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
 St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
 St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
17953F* Edmondstown NS Dublin Pre-fab
17961E** Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
17978V* Naiscoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
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 Naiscoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride BNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin Pre-fab
18210K St Michaels House 

Special School
Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels House 
Special School

Dublin Pre-fab

18386B* Marist NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Marist NS Dublin Pre-fab
18632N* SN Eoin Bosco Dublin Pre-fab
18763F* St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels Special 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Michaels Special 
NS

Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
18815V Our Lady of Lourds Dublin Pre-fab
19001G Ballyboughal NS Dublin Pre-fab
19066L* Loreto Primary Dublin Pre-fab
19220S* Scoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
19259W St. Patricks GNS Dublin Pre-fab
19390U* St. Marks SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19435Q* St Francis Xavier 

JNS
Dublin Pre-fab

 St Francis Xavier 
JNS

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Francis Xavier 
JNS

Dublin Pre-fab
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 St Francis Xavier 
JNS

Dublin Pre-fab

19462T** Scoil Maelruain 
Junior

Dublin Pre-fab

19470S St Francis Xavier 
SNR

Dublin Pre-fab

19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
19535U St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19574H* Divine Word NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Divine Word NS Dublin Pre-fab
19605P* Scoil Mhuire JNS Dublin Pre-fab
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab
19628E St. Fiachra’s Senior 

NS 
Dublin Pre-fab

 St. Fiachra’s Senior 
NS 

Dublin Pre-fab

 St. Fiachra’s Senior 
NS 

Dublin Pre-fab

19652B* Sacred Heart NS Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
19662E St Michael’s Primary 

School
Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin Pre-fab
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 Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin Pre-fab
19742C St Colmcille’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19757P** St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin Pre-fab

19782O* St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
19817H** Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
19834H* St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
 St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
19877C Holy Family SNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Family SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19878E** Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Dublin Pre-fab
19949B* Muslim NS Dublin Pre-fab
20012S** Griffith Barracks 

Multi D School
Dublin Pre-fab

 Griffith Barracks 
Multi D School

Dublin Pre-fab

20028K** Setanta Special 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 Setanta Special 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 Setanta Special 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 Setanta Special 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc 
liamhna

Dublin Pre-fab
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20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin Pre-fab
20139T** Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab
20152L** North Dublin Muslim 

School
Dublin Pre-fab

 North Dublin Muslim 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 North Dublin Muslim 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 North Dublin Muslim 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

20168D** Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Dublin Pre-fab

 Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holly Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
 Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
20304I** St. Francis of Assisi Dublin Pre-fab
 St. Francis of Assisi Dublin Pre-fab
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Dublin Pre-fab
 Belmayne ETNS Dublin Pre-fab
20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab
20401G Stepaside ETNS Dublin Pre-fab
20429F St James Primary 

School
Dublin Pre-fab
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03607G* Leitrim NS Galway Pre-fab
04506F* Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
 Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
 Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
 Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab
 SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab
 SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab
07551C* Ballinderreen NS Galway Pre-fab
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway Pre-fab
10095T* Scoil Naomh Treasa Galway Pre-fab
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
13208V Convent Primary 

School
Galway Pre-fab

 Convent Primary 
School

Galway Pre-fab

13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
15228O Corgary NS Galway Pre-fab
16293H* Kilrickle NS Galway Pre-fab
17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway Pre-fab
17613E* Scoil Chaitriona 

Naofa
Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil Chaitriona 
Naofa

Galway Pre-fab

17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway Pre-fab
17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Galway Pre-fab
17759J** Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
17782E* Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
18089S Scoil Mhuire an 

Gharran
Galway Pre-fab

18112K Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab
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 Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab
19803T* Scoil Sheamais 

Naofa
Galway Pre-fab

19965W* Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab
 GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab
 GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab
19996K* St Brendan’s NS Galway Pre-fab
19998O** GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
 GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
20000L** Galway Educate 

Together
Galway Pre-fab

 Galway Educate 
Together

Galway Pre-fab

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

 Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway Pre-fab

20070J Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
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 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
 Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
20199O** Oughterard NS Galway Pre-fab
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Galway Pre-fab
 Claregalway ETNS Galway Pre-fab
20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
20280U Newtown National 

School 
Galway Pre-fab

20326S Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway Pre-fab

 Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway Pre-fab

 Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway Pre-fab

 Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway Pre-fab

20350P Merlin Woods Pri-
mary School

Galway Prefab

03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Kerry Pre-fab
07841L Kilgobnet N S Kerry Pre-fab
13615L* Scoil Eoin Kerry Pre-fab
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Kerry Pre-fab
16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Kerry Pre-fab
17231N Kilcummin NS Kerry Pre-fab
18247K* CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
 CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Kerry Pre-fab
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19512I** St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
 St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
19547E St Francis Spec 

School
Kerry Pre-fab

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tu-
athail 

Kerry Pre-fab

20229U** Nagle Rice National 
School 

Kerry Pre-fab

 Nagle Rice National 
School 

Kerry Pre-fab

08099P* St. Laurences N S Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Laurences N S Kildare Pre-fab
12747A* Scoil na Mainistream 

De La Salle
Kildare Pre-fab

15040T Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

 Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

 Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

 Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

 Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

 Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare Pre-fab

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary 
School

Kildare Pre-fab

15957D** St Patricks BNS Kildare Pre-fab
16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
 St Josephs BNS Kildare Pre-fab
 St Josephs BNS Kildare Pre-fab
 St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
 St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
 St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
 St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Kildare Pre-fab
 St Peter’s BNS Kildare Pre-fab
17254C* St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
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 St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
 St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
 St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
17968S* Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab
 Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab
 Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab
18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
18449W St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
 St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Kildare Pre-fab
18988G St. Raphael’s Special 

School 
Kildare Pre-fab

 St. Raphael’s Special 
School 

Kildare Pre-fab

19675N** Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
19796C** Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab
 Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab
00788V* Lisdowney NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
01300Q* St Michael’s NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
16875G* St Patricks NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
17093E* St Brendans NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
17108O* St Johns Junior NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
18660S* St Nicholas NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
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19344N St Aidans NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
19626A St Canices Co-Ed NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
 St Canices Co-Ed NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
20255V** Bunscoil McAuley 

Rice
Kilkenny Pre-fab

20308B Jonah Special School Kilkenny Pre-fab
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois Pre-fab
 St Josephs GNS Laois Pre-fab
12231L Rushall NS Laois Pre-fab
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois Pre-fab
17557U St Abbans NS Laois Pre-fab
 St Abbans NS Laois Pre-fab
18150S Scoil an Fraoich 

Mhoir
Laois Pre-fab

 Scoil an Fraoich 
Mhoir

Laois Pre-fab

18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois Pre-fab
 Faolan Naofa NS Laois Pre-fab
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
 St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
 St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
 St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
 St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
19337Q St Francis School Laois Pre-fab
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
20224K Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois Pre-fab
16474L* St. Mary’s NS Leitrim Pre-fab
17233R* St Clare’s NS Leitrim Pre-fab
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02007A Cronagh National 
School Rathleale

Limerick Pre-fab

06539H* Knockea NS Limerick Pre-fab
07857D Killinure NS Limerick Pre-fab
09296W* Our Ladys Abbey NS Limerick Pre-fab
16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa 

Buachaillí
Limerick Pre-fab

16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Limerick Pre-fab
17937H Monaleen NS Limerick Pre-fab
 Monaleen NS Limerick Pre-fab
18161A Castleconnell NS Limerick Pre-fab
 Castleconnell NS Limerick Pre-fab
18177P St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab
 St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab
 St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab
18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Limerick Pre-fab
18653V St Josephs BNS Limerick Pre-fab
18692I* Catherine McAuley 

School. (SS)
Limerick Pre-fab

19336O St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
19475F St Brigids NS Limerick Pre-fab
 St Brigids NS Limerick Pre-fab
20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab
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 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoigh

Limerick Pre-fab

20175A** Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick Pre-fab

 Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick Pre-fab

 Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick Pre-fab

20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
 Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
20128O** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
 St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
00851C* Presentation Primary 

School
Louth Pre-fab

14651U* Castletown GNS Louth Pre-fab
15259C* St Malachys Girls 

Sch
Louth Pre-fab

 St Malachys Girls 
Sch

Louth Pre-fab

 St Malachys Girls 
Sch

Louth Pre-fab

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

Louth Pre-fab

 Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

Louth Pre-fab

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre Louth Pre-fab
17195M** CBS Primary 

Dundalk
Louth Pre-fab
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 CBS Primary 
Dundalk

Louth Pre-fab

 CBS Primary 
Dundalk

Louth Pre-fab

18101F* Rampark NS Louth Pre-fab
18635T St Buite’s NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Buite’s NS Louth Pre-fab
19215C SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
 SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
 SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
 SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
19479N St. John’s NS Louth Pre-fab
 St. John’s NS Louth Pre-fab
19673J** St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
19678T St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
 St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
20171P** Ardee Educate To-

gether NS 
Louth Pre-fab

 Ardee Educate To-
gether NS 

Louth Pre-fab

 Ardee Educate To-
gether NS 

Louth Pre-fab

20339E* Realt na Mara School Louth Pre-fab
17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
 Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
11725I* Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab
 Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab
 Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab
13659I Bekan NS Mayo Pre-fab
13758K Templemary NS Mayo Pre-fab
13945J Eskeragh NS Mayo Pre-fab
14400S* Richmond NS Mayo Pre-fab
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15539I St Johns NS Mayo Pre-fab
16170O* Cloghans NS Mayo Pre-fab
16173U Kinaffe Ns Mayo Pre-fab
16911H* Lahardane NS Mayo Pre-fab
18070U* Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab
 Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab
 Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab
19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab
 St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab
 St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab
19402B* Ballyvary Central NS Mayo Pre-fab
 Ballyvary Central NS Mayo Pre-fab
19451O Holy Family NS Mayo Pre-fab
00883P* St Annes Meath Pre-fab
01309L* St Patricks NS Meath Pre-fab
02905J SN Naomh Padraig Meath Pre-fab
05630L St Michaels NS Trim Meath Pre-fab
11039O* Kilbeg NS Meath Pre-fab
15104T* Scoil Bhride Meath Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride Meath Pre-fab
17520U* Robinstown NS Meath Pre-fab
 Robinstown NS Meath Pre-fab
17623H** O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
 O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
 O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
 O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
17705J** Whitecross Primary 

School
Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Whitecross Primary 
School

Meath Pre-fab

17839H** Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab
 Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab
 Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab
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17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/
Duleek GNS

Meath Pre-fab

 Scoil Bhainin Naofa/
Duleek GNS

Meath Pre-fab

18448U* Rathbeggan NS Meath Pre-fab
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
18767N** Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
 Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
19560T** Saint Marys Special 

School
Meath Pre-fab

 Saint Marys Special 
School

Meath Pre-fab

 Saint Marys Special 
School

Meath Pre-fab

19768U St Marys NS Meath Pre-fab
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na 

nOg
Meath Pre-fab

20164S** Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath Pre-fab

 Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath Pre-fab

 Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath Pre-fab

 Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath Pre-fab

20191V St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab
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 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

 St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

20258E** GS an Bhradain 
Feasa

Meath Pre-fab

20352T Ard Ri Community 
NS

Meath Pre-fab

20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí Meath Pre-fab
20396Q Ashbourne Educate 

Together NS 
Meath Pre-fab

15142E Donaghmoyne NS Monaghan Pre-fab
16769H* Latnamard NS Monaghan Pre-fab
16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Monaghan Pre-fab
16954C St Michaels NS Monaghan Pre-fab
17099Q St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab
 St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab
 St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab
17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan Pre-fab
 Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan Pre-fab
07949I* Oxmantown NS Offaly Pre-fab
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
 St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
 St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
 St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Offaly Pre-fab
18406E St Francis BNS Offaly Pre-fab
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Offaly Pre-fab
 SN Naomh Iosef Offaly Pre-fab
20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
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 Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
14356S* Lisaniskey NS Roscommon Pre-fab
16816N* Attyrory NS Roscommon Pre-fab
17266J St. Mary’s NS Roscommon Pre-fab
18395C Cloonakilla NS Roscommon Pre-fab
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligo Pre-fab
18053U Sooey NS Sligo Pre-fab
18298E* Culfadda NS Sligo Pre-fab
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 

Re
Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 
Re

Sligo Pre-fab

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tipperary Pre-fab
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary Pre-fab
 Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary Pre-fab
09190G* Boher NS Tipperary Pre-fab
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy 

NS
Tipperary Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Mercy 
NS

Tipperary Pre-fab

12540B Clonmore NS Tipperary Pre-fab
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog 

Naofa
Tipperary Pre-fab

16276H Carrig NS Tipperary Pre-fab
 Carrig NS Tipperary Pre-fab
17779P* Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
 Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
 Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
 Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
 Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
18062V* Grange NS Tipperary Pre-fab
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
 Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
 Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
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 Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
 Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
20085W GS Charraig Na 

Siuire
Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

 GS Charraig Na 
Siuire

Tipperary Pre-fab

01395H* Aglish National 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

17159I* Garranbane NS Waterford Pre-fab
17525H* Light of Christ 

School
Waterford Pre-fab

19885B Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford Pre-fab

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford Pre-fab
20143K* Waterpark National 

School
Waterford Pre-fab

20170N* Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford Pre-fab

 Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford Pre-fab

 Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford Pre-fab

 Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford Pre-fab

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrell-
spass

Westmeath Pre-fab

17102C* Cluain Buinne Westmeath Pre-fab
17327D** Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
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 Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
18505G St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St. Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
18764H Ardnagrath NS Westmeath Pre-fab
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab
 St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab
20063M* Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath Pre-fab
 Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath Pre-fab
20073P St Marys NS Westmeath Pre-fab
20188J** Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab
 Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
 GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
 GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
 GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
 GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
 Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
 Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
 Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
08221J St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
16828U* Oylegate NS Wexford Pre-fab
 Oylegate NS Wexford Pre-fab
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17450C Poulfour NS Wexford Pre-fab
17610V Scoil Baile Fada Wexford Pre-fab
17768K* Castletown NS Wexford Pre-fab
 Castletown NS Wexford Pre-fab
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Wexford Pre-fab
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima 

NS
Wexford Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Fatima 
NS

Wexford Pre-fab

 Our Lady of Fatima 
NS

Wexford Pre-fab

18280I St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Wexford Pre-fab

 St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Wexford Pre-fab

18336J* Boolavogue NS Wexford Pre-fab
18558E* Piercestown NS Wexford Pre-fab
 Piercestown NS Wexford Pre-fab
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special 

School
Wexford Pre-fab

 St. Patrick’s Special 
School

Wexford Pre-fab

 St. Patrick’s Special 
School

Wexford Pre-fab

 St. Patrick’s Special 
School

Wexford Pre-fab

 St. Patrick’s Special 
School

Wexford Pre-fab

 St. Patrick’s Special 
School

Wexford Pre-fab

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Wexford Pre-fab
20003R St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
 St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
01782O* SN Padraig Wicklow Pre-fab
11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt 

Na Mara
Wicklow Pre-fab



Questions - Written Answers

278

Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

12529N* St Saviour’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
13932A* St Michaels GNS Wicklow Pre-fab
14398L* Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab
16573N* St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
16874E St Joseph’s GNS Wicklow Pre-fab
17181B* St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire 

Mixed
Wicklow Pre-fab

 Na Coroine Mhuire 
Mixed

Wicklow Pre-fab

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Wicklow Pre-fab
18502A Talbotstown NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 Talbotstown NS Wicklow Pre-fab
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Wicklow Pre-fab
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec 

School
Wicklow Pre-fab

 St Catherine’s Spec 
School

Wicklow Pre-fab

 St Catherine’s Spec 
School

Wicklow Pre-fab

 St Catherine’s Spec 
School

Wicklow Pre-fab

 St Catherine’s Spec 
School

Wicklow Pre-fab

 St Catherine’s Spec 
School

Wicklow Pre-fab

19734D* St Francis’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
 St Francis’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
20045K** Gaelscoil Chill 

Mhantain
Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab



5 November 2013

279

Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow Pre-fab

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow Pre-fab
20346B** Kilcoole Primary 

School 
Wicklow Pre-fab

 Kilcoole Primary 
School 

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Kilcoole Primary 
School 

Wicklow Pre-fab

60092U** Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab
 Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab
 Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab
60343T St Josephs Sec 

School
Dublin Pre-fab

 St Josephs Sec 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

 St Josephs Sec 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

60370W St Fintan’s High 
School

Dublin Pre-fab

61150N Presentation - Del La 
Salle College

Carlow Pre-fab

61410N** Presentation Second-
ary School

Kerry Pre-fab

 Presentation Second-
ary School

Kerry Pre-fab

62050O The Hamilton High 
School

Cork Pre-fab

 The Hamilton High 
School

Cork Pre-fab

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab
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 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

 Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork Pre-fab

62170B Sacred Heart Sec 
School

Cork Pre-fab

62360G** Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

 Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

 Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

 Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

 Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

62440E Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork Pre-fab

62460K* St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
 St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
 St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
 St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
62730N St Patricks College Cork Pre-fab
62830R* St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
 St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
 St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
 St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
62870G** Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
 Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
62880J* St Joseph’s College Galway Pre-fab
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63640R** CBS Wexford Wexford Pre-fab
 CBS Wexford Wexford Pre-fab
 St. Mary’s College Louth Pre-fab
64570E** Our Lady’s Sec 

School
Mayo Pre-fab

 Our Lady’s Sec 
School

Mayo Pre-fab

 Our Lady’s Sec 
School

Mayo Pre-fab

 Our Lady’s Sec 
School

Mayo Pre-fab

 Our Lady’s Sec 
School

Mayo Pre-fab

64922J*** Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

64923L*** CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

 CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford Pre-fab

65582Q St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Offaly Pre-fab

 St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Offaly Pre-fab

 St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Offaly Pre-fab

 St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Offaly Pre-fab

65620V* Sacred Heart School Offaly Pre-fab
 Sacred Heart School Offaly Pre-fab
68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois Pre-fab
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70010V** Balbriggan Commu-
nity College

Dublin Pre-fab

 Balbriggan Commu-
nity College

Dublin Pre-fab

70380I** Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
 Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
 Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
 Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
70720G St. Farnan’s PP 

School 
Kildare Pre-fab

70740M** Arklow Community 
College

Wicklow Pre-fab

 Arklow Community 
College

Wicklow Pre-fab

70790E* Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
 Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
 Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
 Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
 Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
70840Q Ennistymon VEC Clare Pre-fab
 Ennistymon VEC Clare Pre-fab
71140Q Crana College Donegal Pre-fab
 Crana College Donegal Pre-fab
 Crana College Donegal Pre-fab
71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab
 Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab
 Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab
71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí Louth Pre-fab
72540O** Oaklands Commu-

nity College
Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

 Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly Pre-fab

76062B Castleknock Commu-
nity College

Dublin Pre-fab

76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Limerick Pre-fab
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76081F*** Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
 Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
 Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
 Coláiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
 Coláiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
76082H Abbey Community 

College 
Kilkenny Pre-fab

76088T** Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab
 Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab
 Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab
76129H** Ardgillan Commu-

nity College
Dublin Pre-fab

 Ardgillan Commu-
nity College

Dublin Pre-fab

76130P** Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Dublin Pre-fab

 Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Dublin Pre-fab

91344V Pobalscoil Rosmini Dublin Pre-fab
91441T** Ardee Community 

College
Louth Pre-fab

 Ardee Community 
College

Louth Pre-fab

 Ardee Community 
College

Louth Pre-fab

91499E** Kinsale Community 
School

Cork Pre-fab

 Kinsale Community 
School

Cork Pre-fab

91508C Boyne Community 
School

Meath Pre-fab

91509E Blackwater Commu-
nity School

Waterford Pre-fab

*       Included in Prefab Replacement Programme

**      Included in 5 Year Programme

***    Included in PPP Programme 

05/11/2013WRO03050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRO03100333. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
commence section 10 of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004, 
while extending the provision to address the situation of any child left without a school place 
for whatever reason.  [46717/13]
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05/11/2013WRO03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
I recently published a draft General Scheme for an Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, 
2013 as well as draft regulations for discussion ahead of enacting legislation.  I have referred 
the draft General Scheme and draft regulations to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education 
and Social Protection, to allow a full public discussion of the proposed legislative framework, 
including inputs from parents and the education partners.  The draft General Scheme includes 
proposals in relation to the provisions contained in section 10 of the Education for Persons 
with Special Educational Needs Act, 2004.  The Joint Committee issued an invitation to in-
terested individuals and groups for submissions on the Draft General Scheme of an Education 
(Admission to Schools) Bill 2013.  The Joint Committee’s closing date for receipt of same was 
Wednesday 31st October.  Full details of this request are available on the Oireachtas website. 
In the interim, it is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement 
an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998.  In this regard a Board of 
Management may find it necessary to restrict enrolment to children from a particular area or a 
particular age group or, occasionally, on the basis of some other criterion.  The criteria to be ap-
plied by schools in such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves.  This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, 
each school is legally obliged to publish its enrolment policy.  Section 29 of the Education Act 
1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a board of management of a school or a 
person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment to a student.  Where a school refuses 
to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of their right under Section 29 of the 
Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the relevant Educational Training Board or 
to the Secretary General of my Department.  The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) 
is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing 
a school place for their child.  The Board can be contacted at National Educational Welfare 
Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

05/11/2013WRO03250Literacy Levels

05/11/2013WRO03300334. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any studies have 
been conducted by his Department on the reading habits of children under 12 years of age, out-
side of reading required for school; if he will provide the results of these studies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46727/13]

05/11/2013WRO03400335. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the read-
ing habits of children under 12 in Ireland compare with the European Union average; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46728/13]

05/11/2013WRO03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 334 and 335 together.

In 2009 the Educational Research Centre carried out the most recent National Assessment of 
Mathematics and English Reading.  The study looked at the achievement of children in second 
and sixth classes.  The study asked a series of questions about reading for fun and reading at 
home as well as borrowing books from the library.  Overall the study found that pupils’ value 
and enjoyment of reading were positively linked with test scores.  Full details of the results are 
available on the Educational Research Centre’s website (www.erc.ie).  In 2011, Ireland partici-
pated in PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Survey).  This is an international 
study of reading achievement.  In Ireland it involved fourth class pupils.  It was conducted in 45 
countries, including 24 EU Member States.  The results were published last December.  PIRLS 
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found that 12.3% of Irish pupils spent more than two hours a day reading outside of school on 
a normal school day compared to the international average of 11.0%.  Nearly 45% of Irish stu-
dents read for fun outside of school every day or almost every day, compared to a study average 
of 41.5%.  11.3% of Irish pupils never or hardly ever read for fun compared to an international 
average of 14%.  Irish pupils are close to or a little above the international average on reading 
for fun, and children who regularly do so score higher on reading tests than those who rarely 
read for fun.  Again, full details are available at www.erc.ie.  The results from these tests and 
other supporting evidence inform the development of policy within my Department.  In relation 
to literacy, the key policy initiative is the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy which I launched in 
2011.  The Strategy acknowledges the important role of the family and community in children’s 
literacy development and it sets out a number of objectives to support this.

05/11/2013WRO03550Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRO03600336. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the proposed school at Bannow Road, Cabra West which is currently the subject of a 
planning application; if this is a primary or secondary school; the patronage of the school; the 
proposed cost of this school; if funding is currently available; the timeframe for this project; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46748/13]

05/11/2013WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that demographic projections based on child benefit data in the Dublin 7 area indicates a require-
ment for up to 38 additional classrooms in the general area in the coming years.  While most 
of that demand will be catered for by using current capacity in the existing schools in the area 
and also through the proposed expansion of some of those schools, the Department forecasts 
indicate that a new school building may be required to meet future demand that is projected to 
arise in the coming years.  With the closure of the FÁS training centre in Cabra, my Depart-
ment was approached to establish whether there would be an educational use for training centre 
property.  A planning application for a 16 classroom primary school was prepared and recently 
submitted by my Department in relation to part of the former training centre site.  Securing the 
former training centre property from FÁS to meet future demand that may arise in the coming 
years is an effective way of using land currently in State ownership but no longer required for 
its original use.  Assuming that planning for a school building is secured, my Department will 
have the ability to deliver 16 primary school classrooms in anticipation of meeting future needs. 
A decision in relation to the development timeframe and use of the property will be made at the 
appropriate time.  

05/11/2013WRO03750Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRO03800337. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
the reason this application was cancelled; if he will review this decision; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46805/13]

05/11/2013WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support that the student referred to by the Deputy has 
been contacted by SUSI and advised to reapply as a dependent student.  His new application 
will be processed when received.

05/11/2013WRP00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

05/11/2013WRP00200338. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
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garding plans to cut the assignment of visiting teachers for blind children in mainstream pri-
mary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46812/13]

05/11/2013WRP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Visiting Teacher Service 
for children with visual and hearing impairment (VTHVI) provides assistance for children who 
are deaf/hard of hearing and children who are blind/visually impaired.  There are currently no 
plans in place to cut this service.  In May 2013 the National Council for Special Education 
brought forward policy advice in which it recommended that the service should be reviewed.  
Accordingly, my Department has recently announced an independent review of this service in 
line with the NCSE recommendations.

The review will be conducted by two independent reviewers who are tasked to  review the 
role and function of the Visiting Teacher Service with a view to the making of recommendations 
for consideration to my Department in relation to the efficient and coordinated delivery of the 
services that the Visiting Teachers service currently provides.

It is anticipated that the review will be concluded by the end of February 2014.

05/11/2013WRP00350School Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRP00400339. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sanc-
tion the extension of a morning school bus route (details supplied) in County Kerry which 
will incur no additional cost to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46880/13]

05/11/2013WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann operates the school transport services on behalf of my Department.

Primary school transport routes are planned so that, as far as possible, no eligible child will 
have more than 2.4 kilometres to travel to or from a pick-up point.

Home pick-ups were never envisaged as being part of the School Transport Scheme.  Bus 
Éireann has also confirmed that an extension to the current service will incur additional cost.

Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 285.

05/11/2013WRP00650Broadband Services Provision

05/11/2013WRP00700341. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of 
the mini-tender held in August for broadband for schools; the winners of contracts; the relevant 
schools; the relevant values of each contract and the minimum technical performance criteria in 
each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47006/13]

05/11/2013WRP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for 
all recognised primary and post primary schools.  All contracts under the Schools Broadband 
Access Programme were re-tendered last year under a public procurement competition.  As a 
result of this the number of service providers has been expanded from 6 to 13 with the aim of 
ensuring that satisfactory solutions would be awarded to schools.

Where schools were awarded slow DSL solutions or satellite solutions, the contracts were 
for one year only and the schools were re-tendered for last August.  In total 414 schools were re-
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tendered by way of a mini competition under the framework that was set up in 2012.  Of those 
414 schools, the Minister has awarded improved solutions to 295 schools.  The list of awards is 
in the following table.  The Minister is not in a position to announce the value of these contracts 
due to commercial sensitivity.  Officials are currently reviewing the situation in relation to the 
remaining 119 schools and a further mini competition is likely in the new year in relation to 
some or all of these schools.

School Roll 
Number

School Name County Compnay 
Name

Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

17152R S N CNOC 
SCEACH

Cork Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

04802J CLOONACOOL 
N S

Sligo Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

05164I SCOIL NAOMH 
CHOLMCILLE

Donegal Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

06028F ROCKCORRY N S Monaghan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

06489S S N AN TSAILE-
AIN

Galway Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

10146K CORLISS N S Cavan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

10429W SCOIL MHUIRE Monaghan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

20246U THE BILLIS NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

Monaghan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

15431L KILLAVILLE N S Sligo Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

17130H SCOIL NAOMH 
DUBHTHACH

Donegal Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

17981K S N GLEANN NA 
GCREABHAR

Limerick Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18222R SN CEATHRU NA 
GAOITHE

Galway Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18715R S N PAIRC ARD Sligo Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18766L SCOIL CHOLM-
CILLE

Donegal Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18780F S N NAOMH COL-
MCILLE

Laois Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18880J S N GORT 
SCEICHE

Mayo Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

20040A ST BRENDANS 
N S

Galway Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

17728V S N TALAMH NA 
COILLE

Donegal Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18857O S N CARRAIG A 
BRUIS

Cavan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

19986H S N EOIN BAISTE Kerry Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

06227L SN MHAOL-
CHEADAIR

Kerry Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

12540B CLONMORE N S Tipperary Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

16456J SCOIL NAISIUN-
TA EIRC

Kerry Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8
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School Roll 
Number

School Name County Compnay 
Name

Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

16779K SCOIL CAITLIN 
NAOFA

Kerry Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18234B SCOIL NAOMH 
PADRAIG

Monaghan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

18256L SCOIL BHRIGHDE Monaghan Airspeed Tele-
com

Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 8

13804O S N NA CRANN-
AIGHE

Clare Bbnet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

3 1

14622N EIDHNEACH N S Clare Bbnet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

3 1

01687U DROMLEIGH N S Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

08251S SCOIL NAOMH 
MICHEAL

Kerry DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

14303U S N CLEIRE Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

16876I S N CAIPIN Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

16885J ADRIGOLE N S Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19420D SN FHIACHNA Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19501D CAHERMORE 
NEW CENTRAL S

Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19978I MAULATRAHANE 
CENTRAL NS

Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19224D S N CILLMIN Cork DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

01396J TULLOHA NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

Kerry DigitalForge Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17064U SCOIL PADRAIG Laois Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

17796P Our Lady’s National 
School

Carlow Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

16118M DONOUGHMORE 
N S

Limerick Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

16508C SCOIL ATHAIN Limerick Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

19661C ST GABRIELS NS Dublin Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

20391G SCOIL IOSAGAIN/
MHUIRE

Dublin Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

17542H S N RATH CHA-
OMHGHIN

Tipperary Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

07790U CHURCHTOWN 
N S

Kildare Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

19759T ST MARYS SPEC 
SCH

Cork Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

17905R S N TOBAIR EOIN 
BAISDE

Kilkenny Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

10653E CHAPELIZOD N S Dublin Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 1

15502I KILLINKERE N S Cavan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8
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School Roll 
Number

School Name County Compnay 
Name

Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

19348V NEWCESTOWN 
N S

Cork Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

18558E S N BAILE AN 
PHIARSAIGH

Wexford Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

04487E S N NAITHI 
NAOFA

Sligo Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

11470B SLIEVEARDAGH 
N S

Tipperary Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

14898I DRUMEELA N S Leitrim Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17162U S N BHRIGHDE Meath Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17440W S N NAOMH MA-
ODHOG

Cavan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17776J S N COMHGHALL Monaghan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

18340A S N PADRAIG Cavan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

18580U S N MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

Sligo Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19360L DRUMKEERIN 
CENTRAL NS

Leitrim Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19791P Scoil Tíghearnach 
Naofa

Laois Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

20113B SCOIL CROI 
NAOFA

Sligo Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

19703P DRUMCORRIN 
N S

Monaghan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

15452T KILDALLON N S Cavan Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17552K SCOIL BHRIGHDE Donegal Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

09660R ST FRANCIS NS Donegal Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

01569O BALLYCAHILL 
N S

Tipperary Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

10991B GARRYDOOLIS 
N S

Limerick Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375

12350T S N NA HAILLE Mayo Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375
12505W KILBARRY N S Cork Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375
13797U LECANVEY N S Mayo Digiweb DSL 12 1.09375
14227H KILCOE NS Cork Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
14400S S N CILL MHUIRE Mayo Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
14808E IRISHTOWN N S Mayo Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
15539I ST JOHNS NS Mayo Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375
16160L CLONAGHADOO 

N S
Laois Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

16630W CEARA N S Mayo Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
17207Q S N DOMHNACH 

PADRAIG
Galway Digiweb DSL 6 1.09375

17321O S N AN COILL 
MHOR

Mayo Digiweb DSL 10 1.09375

17485V S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

Galway Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
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School Roll 
Number

School Name County Compnay 
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Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

17716O ST RIAGHANS NS Donegal Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
17758H SCOIL MHICHIL 

NAOFA
Kilkenny Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

17946I SCOIL NAIS 
NAOMH AINE

Meath Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

18339P SN IOSEF NAOFA Clare Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
18492A S N NAOMH 

BRIGHID
Leitrim Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

18848N S N PEADAIR 
AGUS POL

Mayo Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375

64890W St Augustines Col-
lege

Waterford Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

06576N DROMIN N S Louth Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
14837L S N PEADAR 

AGUS POL
Carlow Digiweb DSL 12 1.09375

15257V QUIGNAMANGER 
N S

Mayo Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

16186G INCH N S Clare Digiweb DSL 6 1.09375
16810B EOCHAILLE ARA 

N S
Tipperary Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

18332B SCOIL NAOMH 
PADRAIG

Galway Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

20134J ST MICHAELS 
N. S.

Cavan Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

13781F BREAFFY N S Mayo Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375
19377F NAOMH COLMAN 

MAC DUAIGH
Galway Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

18820O S N CHOLMCILLE Monaghan Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
13679O DELGANY N S Wicklow Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
18213Q S N LEAMHACH Tipperary Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
18365Q KILMACANOGUE 

N S
Wicklow Digiweb DSL 12 1.09375

17583V S N CNOC AN EIN Clare Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375
12938H S N TAMH-

NIGHAN 
FHEADHA

Mayo Digiweb DSL 3 1.09375

18322V S N AN DROMA Tipperary Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

17665A S N GLEANN 
GUAIL

Tipperary Digiweb Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

16 8

09069L S N AN BHAIN 
MHOIR

Galway Digiweb DSL 4 1.09375

18526O BALLYCAR N S Clare Digiweb DSL 5 1.09375
18417J ST JOSEPHS FOR 

BLIND NS
Dublin Digiweb DSL-LLU 12 1

19302U SN NA MAIGH-
DINE MUIRE B

Dublin Digiweb DSL-LLU 12 1

19831B SCOIL CHAOIM-
HIN

Dublin Digiweb DSL-LLU 20 1

18317F CENTRAL REME-
DIAL CLINIC

Dublin Digiweb DSL-LLU 12 1

09837H The Black Valley 
National School

Kerry Ivertec Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 8
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Number
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Name

Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

19448C S N REALT NA 
MARA

Kerry Ivertec Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 8

19391W GARRAFRAUNS 
CENTRAL SCH

Galway Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

20 20

06658P KILDANGAN N S Tipperary Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

20 20

17631G CEATHRU NA 
NGARRDHANTA

Galway Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

20 20

17919F AIBHISTIN 
NAOFA

Galway Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

20 20

18559G S N CILL NA 
NAOMH

Tipperary Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

20 20

17759J S N BRIGHDE Galway Imagine Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

2 2

15342M S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

Sligo Imagine DSL 7.6 0.672

12231L RUSH HALL 
MIXED N S

Laois Imagine DSL 12 1

13173F PADDOCK N S Laois Imagine DSL 12 1
20428D Gaelscoil Mhic 

Aodha 
Kildare Imagine DSL 12 1

16769H LATNAMARD N S Monaghan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

17630E S N MAODHOG Cavan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

18037W S N MHUIRE Meath Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

19600F S N NAOMH 
MHUIRE

Leitrim Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

15143G LISDOONAN N S Monaghan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

16842O EANAIGH GHEA-
LA N S

Monaghan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

17625L CNOC AN TEAM-
PAILL

Cavan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

01554B BAILE AN PHUS-
TA N S

Louth Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

14071C DRUMGOSSETT 
N S

Monaghan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

15483H ST LOUIS N S Meath Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

10282S DRUMACRUTTIN 
N S

Monaghan Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

19214A ST MARYS SPE-
CIAL SCH

Louth Net Limited Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

5 5

04620D THOMASTOWN 
N S

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

05144C NEW INN B N S Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

09132P CARNANE MXD 
N S

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

14643V S N NA CLOICHE 
MOIRE

Kildare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

17114J S N AN GHAB-
HAILIN

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1
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Bandwidth 
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Expected 
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19305D TANKERSTOWN 
N S

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

19223B S N PADRAIG Louth Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

04075E MOYGLASS N S Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

18470N NAOMH BRID N S Wicklow Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

18169Q S N RATH RI-
AGAIN

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

17290G DYSART NS Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

16838A ST. COLMCILLE’S 
N.S.

Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

6 1

15446B TRUMMERA N S Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

16109L SCOIL REALT NA 
MARA

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

16818R SN NA LEANAI Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17203I S N ULTAIN 
NAOFA

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17295Q S N NA RINNE Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17687K S N TULACH 
CRUINN

Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17714K S N CILL CAE Kildare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17814O GEAROID UI 
GHRIOBHTHA

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17883K MUIRE NAOFA 
CASTLECUFFE

Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17950W SHANAGARRY 
N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18128C S N MHUIRE MXD Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18265M BHRIDE N S Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18266O BALLYGOWN NS Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

19267V TEMPLEORUM 
N S

Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

16334S BALLINTUBBER 
N S

Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

16461C CAISLEAIN NUA 
LIAMHNA

Dublin Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17738B SCOIL TOBAR 
PADRAIG

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

01309L STACKALLEN N S Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

06539H KNOCKEA NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17604D RAITHIN AN 
UISCE N S

Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1
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17667E S N PADRAIG 
NAOFA

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

19344N ST AIDANS N S Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

19363R MULLAHORAN 
CENTRAL N S

Cavan Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

19467G SAINT MELS Longford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

06621P Ringville National 
School

Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

10111O LACKEN MXD 
N S

Wicklow Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

10223C TASHINNY N S Longford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

15516T CLONPRIEST N S Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17263D S N MUIRE AN 
SEAN BAILE

Dublin Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17298W KILBEHENNY N S Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18258P NAOMH EAR-
NAIN N S

Longford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18696Q S N DUBH RATH Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

13779S S N DHROM 
ATHAIN

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

18380M S N FAICHE LIAG Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

12281D WALTERSTOWN 
N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

17997C ST MARYS N S 
GRANGE

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

8 1

00973Q GRANGE CON N S Wicklow Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

01556F SCOIL BHRIDE Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

02428B LACKAMORE N S Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

02889O S N AN CHLAIS 
MHOR

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

05548D SN BAILE MHIC 
AIRT

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

07048Q MOHOBER N S Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

07358I S N SCEICHIN A 
RINCE

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

07441S BALLYCURRANE 
N S

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

08419H ARDPATRICK N S Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

09304S RAHEEN NATION-
AL SCHOOL

Kerry Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

10014Q COOLICK NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

Kerry Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6
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10763L BOSTON N S Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

11280T CARRICKERRY 
N S

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

11809O S N CNOCH A 
DEAGA

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

11990E BODYKE N S Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

12606F CRUMLIN N S Galway Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

12841P ST PATRICKS N S Wexford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

13224T BALLINTEMPLE 
N S

Wicklow Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

13404V Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

13459A S N GALLBHAILE Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

13625O KILNAMONA N S Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

14005M KILTEELY N S Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

14339S AUGHAVAS NS Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

15226K CAHERLINE N S Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

15456E BALLYSHANNON 
N S

Kildare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

15997P ST BRENDAN’S 
N.S.

Galway Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16439J SCOIL NA 
MBEARNAN

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16748W S N NA CILLE Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16827S SCOIL SAN LIO-
NARD

Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16945B LISGRIFFIN N S Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17076E SCOIL MHUIRE Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17174E S N BHRIGHDE Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17246D S N CLUAIN AN 
ATHA

Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17267L SCOIL IOBAR 
NAOFA

Wexford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17362F S N BREANDAN 
NAOFA

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17441B SCOIL MHUIRE Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17489G S N FIONNTAN 
NAOFA

Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17511T S N BAILE AN 
IUBHAIR

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6
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Bandwidth 
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Expected 
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17527L SCOIL BHRUGH 
THUINNE

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17560J S N SEOSAMH 
NAOMTHA

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17694H S N CHLUAININ Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17790D CURRAGHAGAL-
LA N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17829E S N ATH AN 
MHUILLINN

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17877P SCOIL MUIRE 
NAOFA

Galway Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17995V S N OILIBHEAR 
PLUNGLEAD

Kildare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18014K Scoil an Chroi Ro 
Naofa

Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18020F S N AN 
GHARRAIN

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18039D NA MINTEOGA 
N S

Kerry Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18053U SOOEY N S Sligo Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18139H S N NAOMH PAD-
RAIG

Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18174J S N CAITRIONA 
NAOFA

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18334F S N CNOC 
MIONNA

Sligo Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18443K S N IOSEF NAOFA Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18501V GRANGEMOCK-
LER NS

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18541K S N CATHAIR 
AODHA

Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18543O S N CLOCHOG Sligo Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18547W FAOLAN NAOFA 
N S

Laois Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18660S S N SHAN NIO-
CLAS

Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18741S FAITIMA N S Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18779U ST MARYS NS 
TOURANEENA

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19283T BALLYMAC-
WARD CENTRAL 
SC

Galway Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19380R KILKERRIN CEN-
TRAL SCH

Galway Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19386G LABASHEEDA 
CENTRAL N S

Clare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19443P CLONEA NS Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19554B SCOIL MHUIRE Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6
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16072O NEWBAWN N S Wexford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17849K S N O DUBHLAIN Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

14679T S N BAILE BUILE-
ARAIGH

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

15792U UPPER GLAN-
MIRE N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16474L CARRIGALLEN 
N S

Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17360B S N MHUIRE Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17514C S N CLUAIN NA 
GALL

Carlow Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17650K S N IDE Kildare Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17947K SCOIL NAOMH 
BRIDE

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17964K S N MHUIRE 
NAOFA

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18106P S N NA TRI-
ONOIDE NAOFA

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18367U S N TOINN AN 
TAIRBH

Limerick Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18670V S N TULACH 
RUAIN

Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19300Q CASTLEJORDAN 
CENTRAL NS

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19351K S N CILL CRIO-
DAIN

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19677R SCOIL IOSAGAIN Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

20129Q SCOIL TEAMPALL 
TOINNE

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

65240L Presentation Sec-
ondary School

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

12676D CLOGHEEN MXD 
N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

04054T BALLINDANGAN 
MIXED N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

10967E THREEN N S Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17312N S N CUL AN 
MHUILINN

Meath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17535K FIONNABHAIR 
N S

Waterford Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18537T S N ROS COM 
RUA

Offaly Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

19638H COOLDERRY 
CENTRAL NS

Offaly Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

20085W GAELSCOIL 
CHARRAIG NA 
SIUIRE

Tipperary Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

12003V S N RONAIN Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6



5 November 2013

297

School Roll 
Number

School Name County Compnay 
Name

Technology Expected 
Bandwidth 
Down 
(Mbps)

Expected 
Bandwidth 
Up (Mbps)

17182D MHICHIL NAOFA 
N S

Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17200C S N COLMAIN Kilkenny Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17882I S N AODHA 
NAOFA

Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18005J SCOIL MHUIRE 
GAN SMAL

Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18262G LOCHAN AN 
BHEALAIGH N S

Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18432F S N BAILE UI 
FHIDHNE

Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

18194P CIARAN NAOFA Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

09353I NEWTOWNGORE 
N S 1

Leitrim Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

16127N GORTHAGANNY 
N S

Roscommon Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

13571R DRUMRANEY 
MIXED N S

Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17012B S N AN FHOSSA Kerry Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17533G S N RATHAIN Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

17236A BOHER N S Westmeath Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

07242M CLOGHROE 
MIXED N S

Cork Ripplecom Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 6

14998M LYRE A CROM-
PANE N S

Kerry Ivertec Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 8

18756I FIBOUGH NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL

Kerry Ivertec Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

12 8

14671D S N NA CRAOB-
HAIGHE

Mayo WestNet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

10 10

19389M SN MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

Sligo WestNet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

10 10

16283E S N POL A TSO-
MAIS

Mayo WestNet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

10 10

18754E SN NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

Mayo WestNet Wireless Local 
Loop (FWA)

10 10

   05/11/2013WRP01450 
FÁS Training Programmes Provision

 

05/11/2013WRP00900342. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will justify the 
discrimination proposed in respect of charging FÁS apprentices a fee for the time they spend 
in institutes of technology, an amount which can range from €540 to almost €2,000 depend-
ing on the type of apprenticeship, even though no such fees are required by CAO applicants.  
[47050/13]      

05/11/2013WRP01000343. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has taken 
to ensure a strong uptake in apprenticeships; and the way his plan to charge fees when the ap-
prentice attends an institute of technology could possibly be deemed to contribute to access and 
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opportunity.  [47051/13]      

05/11/2013WRP01100350. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
full details of the budget 2014 changes to the tuition fees for apprentices; the estimated number 
of apprentices these changes will impact upon next year; the basis for this decision in view of 
the inequality of treatment for apprentices relative to third level students; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [47182/13]      

05/11/2013WRP01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): I propose to take Questions Nos. 342, 343 and 350 together.     
 

My Department is currently carrying out a review of the Irish Apprenticeship training mod-
el, with a view to providing an updated model of training that delivers the necessary skilled 
workforce to service the needs of a rapidly changing economy and to ensure an appropriate 
balance between supply and demand.  The numbers in apprenticeship are currently entirely 
demand driven and are determined by the numbers taken on as apprentices by employers.  Ap-
prentices are paid a training allowances by SOLAS for phases of their training spent off the 
job.  This allowance is equivalent to the wages they receive from their employers for on the job 
phases and is unaffected by the budgetary changes.

There is no inequality of treatment between apprentices and other students in Institutes 
of Technology.  The Annual Student Contribution is levied on students attending Institutes of 
Technology.  The amount due by apprentices is calculated on a pro rata basis of the time which 
they spend in Institutes of Technology during the academic year.  This is typically one third of 
the Annual Student Contribution paid by students attending for the full academic year but it can 
be greater for certain trades where longer periods are spent in Institutes of Technology.  Since 
2004, FÁS/SOLAS has paid a part of the Annual Student Contribution due in respect of appren-
tices, with apprentices themselves paying the part of the contribution relating to examination 
fees.  As part of Budget 2014, SOLAS will cease making payments to Institutes of Technology 
and apprentices will pay the full pro rata Annual Student Contribution.

In 2014, 2,704 places have been made available in Institutes of Technology for apprentices 
in the fourth and sixth phases of their apprenticeship.

05/11/2013WRP01250Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRP01300344. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s 
budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47075/13]

05/11/2013WRP01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is contained in the following table.

Savings Measure 2014 F/Year 
 Reduction in allocation to Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) €25m 0
Abolish €20 long-term unemployment bonus paid to FAS, VTOS 
and Youthreach participants (new entrants)

€2m €7m

Require FAS apprentices to pay pro-rata Student Services Charge 
proportionate to the percentage of time they spend in IOTs.        

€1m €1m

Savings arising from adjustments in cases where FAS training 
course participants can receive concurrent DES and DSP payments.

€5m €5m
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05/11/2013WRP01450Early Retirement Scheme

05/11/2013WRP01500345. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of early 
retirements from the post-primary education full-time teaching pool in each of the past seven 
years, 2006 to 2012, inclusive.  [47098/13]

05/11/2013WRP01600346. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of early 
retirements from the primary education full-time teaching pool in each of the past seven years, 
2006 to 2012, inclusive.  [47099/13]

05/11/2013WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 345 and 346 together.

The following table shows the number of primary, secondary, community and comprehen-
sive school teachers who retired and were awarded pensions, other than on reaching manda-
tory retirement age, for each of the calendar years 2006 - 2012.   The figures for second level 
teachers do not include pensioned VEC teachers where the retirement awards were made by the 
relevant VEC.

Year Primary Teachers Secondary/C&C Teachers
2006 533 455
2007 556 588
2008 554 508
2009 969 759
2010 687 610
2011 1052 709
2012 945 731

05/11/2013WRP01750Springboard Programme Issues

05/11/2013WRP01800347. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of per-
sons who availed of third-level courses subsidised under the Springboard initiative in 2011 and 
2012.  [47100/13]

05/11/2013WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Springboard programme 
strategically targets funding of free part-time flexible higher education courses for unemployed 
and previously self-employed people in areas where there are identified labour market skills 
shortages or employment opportunities.

4,956 people enrolled on programmes under the first round of Springboard in 2011 and 
5,575 people enrolled on programmes under the second phase of the initiative in 2012.  A full 
set of detailed data tables for Springboard 2011 and 2012 is available at http://www.spring-
boardcourses.ie/docs/DataTablesFINAL.pdf.

An additional 6,000 places are currently being rolled out under Springboard 2013, which 
was launched in June 2013.  Further information on the courses is available at the dedicated 
information and applications website www.springboardcourses.ie.

05/11/2013WRP01950Student Grant Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRP02000348. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
when calculating distance to college to determine adjacent or non-adjacent grant rates, Student 
Universal Support Ireland is using old regional roads which do not correspond to the normal 
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route taken, encouraging persons to avoid roads with tolls (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [47103/13]

05/11/2013WRP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support that in the case of the student referred to by the 
Deputy the application is currently being reviewed and the student will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

The distance measurement for student grant rates is governed by Article 27(3)(a) and (b) of 
the Student Grant Scheme 2012.  This provides that the relevant distance will be measured in 
line with agreed guidelines.

The guidelines require that the shortest most direct route between the applicant’s normal 
residence and the institution being attended should apply and that, in determining the shortest 
most direct route, the relevant awarding authority shall establish:

- the method for measuring a route;

- the factors to be taken into account in establishing and measuring a route.

The awarding authority’s criteria for measuring a route must be accessible, particularly to 
the applicant, the appeals officer and the Student Grants Appeals Board.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board.  The appeals form is available to download at http://www.studentfi-
nance.ie/downloads/1375344221/2013_SGAB_appeal_form.pdf.

05/11/2013WRP02150Schools Building Projects Status

05/11/2013WRP02200349. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider the position of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare, which is on the five-year 
building programme, for the 2014 building list.  [47125/13]

05/11/2013WRP02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  It 
has been included in the 5 year construction programme with a scheduled construction com-
mencement in 2015/16.

The Design Team is currently working on the Stage 2(b) submission which includes the 
securing of all statutory approvals and completion of tender documents.  Once complete the 
design team will submit the stage 2(b) report to my Department for consideration.  Following 
receipt and review of the Stage 2b submission the Department will be in touch with the school 
as to the timescale for the further progression of this project.

The Construction Programme specific to 2014 will be announced later this year.

  Question No. 350 answered with Question No. 342.

05/11/2013WRP02550Regulatory Impact Assessment Usage

05/11/2013WRP02600351. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the crite-
ria used by Departments for the development and publication of regulatory impact assessments. 
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[45626/13]

05/11/2013WRP02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Departments 
have responsibility for conducting and preparing regulatory impact assessments (RIAs).  The 
criteria for the development of RIAs are set out comprehensively in the Revised RIA Guidelines 
(2009), published by the Department of the Taoiseach on its website.  RIAs are required to be 
published by Departments.

05/11/2013WRP02750Public Sector Staff Remuneration

05/11/2013WRP02800352. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will examine the pension paid to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46048/13]

05/11/2013WRP02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand 
the underlying issue relates to a provision known as ‘Allocation of Pension’.

The Superannuation Act 1956 (section 3), and the Superannuation (Allocation of Pension) 
Regulations 1957 (S.I. 20 of 1957), make provision for an established Civil Servant to surren-
der (or allocate) part of his or her own pension to provide a pension for a nominated beneficiary.  
Allocation of pension may be made only by a Civil Servant retiring on pension and may be 
made in favour of one beneficiary only.   The beneficiary may be a spouse, or a specified depen-
dent relative nominated by the scheme member.

Notice of allocation must be given more than six calendar months before the date of retire-
ment.  Having lodged a valid notice of allocation, the member is required not earlier than four 
months before the date of retirement to undergo a medical examination by a doctor nominated 
by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (previously the Minister for Finance).  If the 
notice of allocation is in order and the Minister decides that the member is of sound health, the 
member will be notified accordingly and the allocation will be valid and will become effective 
at midnight on the date of retirement, provided the beneficiary is then alive.

The provision for allocation of pension was introduced at a time when there was no specific 
provision in the Civil Service Superannuation Code to award survivors’ benefits on the death of 
a serving or retired officer.  A scheme to provide for such benefits was, however, subsequently 
introduced with effect from 23 July 1968 called the Widows’ and Children’s Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme (now the Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension Scheme).

With regard to the specific case in question, it has been confirmed that the scheme member 
did not make an application for Allocation of Pension.  The scheme member was a member of 
the relevant Spouses’ and Children’s Superannuation Scheme.  In the circumstances of this case 
this meant that, upon the subsequent death of the scheme member, survivor pensions became, 
upon application, payable to the scheme member’s spouse and his dependant.  Any queries re-
lating to the latter’s entitlements under the Social Welfare code, such as ‘free travel’, would be 
a matter for the Minister for Social Protection.

05/11/2013WRP02950Garda Stations Closures

05/11/2013WRP03000353. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to his 4 July 2013 announcement on the disposal of closed Garda stations the position regarding 
the plan; if estate agents have been appointed for all of the lots identified; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46232/13]
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05/11/2013WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The appointment of estate agents to manage the disposal of the former Garda stations 
is progressing.  Estate agents have been selected and the OPW await formal acceptance of con-
tracts in order to proceed with selling the properties on the open market.

05/11/2013WRP03150Garda Stations Closures

05/11/2013WRP03200354. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of closed Garda stations that have been transferred to or leased to community groups 
throughout the country for community facilities; the number of groups with whom the Office of 
Public Works is currently engaging regarding such proposals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46233/13]

05/11/2013WRP03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has assigned 10 former Garda stations for use by 
community groups based on detailed written submissions received.  These assignments will be 
by way of a licence for a period of 2-5 years initially with the option of renewal at the end of 
the term.

The OPW is engaging with various community groups around the country in relation to 
expressions of interest and/or submissions received for use of a further 35 such properties.

It should be noted that in some cases the OPW has offered community groups accommoda-
tion, which has then been turned down on the basis of alternative accommodation being pro-
vided by other sources locally.

05/11/2013WRP03350NAMA Portfolio Issues

05/11/2013WRP03400355. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
and location of buildings transferred from the National Asset Management Agency to the Office 
of Public Works; and the cost of maintaining or repairing these buildings.  [46274/13]

05/11/2013WRP03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): NAMA was set up to acquire loans from certain financial institutions and it does not 
take ownership of properties.  No properties have been transferred from the National Assets 
Management Agency to the Office of Public Works.

05/11/2013WRP03550Flood Relief Schemes Applications

05/11/2013WRP03600356. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
approval will be given for stage 2 of the flood alleviation works between Carnmore and Clare-
galway, as all documents are currently with the Office of Public Works for approval; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46366/13]

05/11/2013WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): It is expected that the Clare River (Claregalway) Drainage Scheme, which encom-
passes alleviation works between Carnmore and Claregalway, will be submitted shortly to the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for statutory approval to proceed to construction.

If approval is received, it is expected that construction will commence before the end of the 
year in areas that do not have particular environmental or weather constraints.
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05/11/2013WRP03750Office of Public Works Properties

05/11/2013WRP03800357. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide a breakdown of the cost per Civil Service employee of office space; and the way 
this compares to similar figures in the private sector.  [46371/13]

05/11/2013WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works’ office estate consists of a very diverse array of 
buildings ranging from National Cultural Institutions to Garda Stations, to the State Laboratory.  
All provide accommodation to a wide range of employees serving a variety of public and non-
public functions, and within that estate there is a wide range of accommodation types.  Office 
accommodation is located in a mix of first, second and third generation buildings which, due to 
their design can provide varying degrees of efficiency in terms of usage.  Heritage and protected 
structures also pose unique challenges in terms of achieving the most efficient use of space.

Given the current mix of space types and uses, it is not possible to provide meaningful fig-
ures for comparison purposes.

05/11/2013WRP03950Office of Public Works Properties

05/11/2013WRP04000358. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide figures for the past three years for which data are available of the occupancy rate 
of property owned by Departments.  [46372/13]

05/11/2013WRP04100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works’ owned estate consists of a wide variety of prop-
erties which serve a variety of functions, ranging through office space, public offices, museum 
and gallery space, heritage properties open to the public, Garda Stations etc.  These properties 
are actively managed by the Commissioners to ensure optimal occupancy at all times.

At present, three buildings classified as office accommodation are unoccupied, a small num-
ber of properties such as former customs posts are unoccupied and in addition, there are ap-
proximately 130 recently closed  Garda Stations.  The Commissioners are in the process of 
disposing of such former Stations to other State bodies, selling them on the open market, or 
allocating them to community groups.

05/11/2013WRP04150Public Sector Pensions Issues

05/11/2013WRP04200359. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has considered asking those responsible for public sector pension schemes to make a contri-
bution to the jobs initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46419/13]

05/11/2013WRP04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware, public service pensions are funded on a pay-as-you-go basis by the public purse 
which already funds a wide range of employment initiatives.

Public service pensions have been reduced by the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) 
which was introduced in January 2011 under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2010.  In July 2013, the rates of PSPR for some pensioners were increased and 
PSPR was extended to certain pensions not previously impacted.
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The effect of the PSPR and of these changes in 2013 has been to leave more funds available 
for other public expenditure including employment support measures.

05/11/2013WRQ00150Public Procurement Regulations

05/11/2013WRQ00200360. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the way an organisation can get on the list of preferred suppliers for the Office of Public Works; 
when the next round of applications will be accepted; the criteria for companies that wish to 
apply; if there are different criteria depending on the size of the companies; the size on the con-
tracts they will be aiming for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46436/13]

05/11/2013WRQ00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works selects electrical contractors in a number of ways.  For 
larger and medium sized works contractors are selected on a project-by-project basis.  These 
projects are usually publicly advertised on etenders.  The criteria for selection are appropriate to 
the size and scope of the work.  For maintenance and minor work in the Dublin region a tender 
is run for a framework contract.  A number of contractors are appointed to this framework.  The 
tender for this framework contract is due to be advertised in the next month.  Detailed criteria 
for selection will be published in the tender.

05/11/2013WRQ00350Local Authority Charges Review

05/11/2013WRQ00400361. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a rates revaluation will be carried out on a premises (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46550/13]

05/11/2013WRQ00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Act 2001 provides for the valuation of all commercial and industrial property and the Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his functions under the Act and the 
making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative and I, as Minister, have no function in 
decisions in this regard.

Under section 28 (4) of the Act, a Revision Officer of the Commissioner may carry out a 
revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change of circum-
stances (MCC)  has occurred since the property was last revised.  MCC is defined in section 
3 of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in value 
due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a building or a 
sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.  The definition does not allow for a revision 
of valuation where the change in value is due to economic factors, differential movements in 
property values or other external factors such as roads or other infrastructural development in 
the vicinity of a property.

I am informed by the Valuation Office that an application for a revision of valuation has 
been received from the occupier of the subject property and the Commissioner will shortly ap-
point a Revision Officer to consider the case and issue a determination in relation to the valua-
tion.  A notice of the decision will issue to the applicant, who, if dissatisfied with the decision, 
will have the right to make representations in respect of the proposed revision and will have 28 
days to do so, from the date of issue of the certificate.

The occupier will have a further statutory right to make an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal, 
if dissatisfied with the outcome of their representations.  The Valuation Tribunal is an inde-
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pendent body set up to settle disputed valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and 
individual ratepayers.

05/11/2013WRQ00550Local Authority Charges Review

05/11/2013WRQ00600362. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a rates revaluation will be carried out on a premises (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46551/13]

05/11/2013WRQ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
act, 2001 provides for the valuation of all commercial and industrial property and the Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his functions under the Act and the 
making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative and I, as Minister, have no function in 
decisions in this regard.

Under section 28 (4) of the Act, a Revision Officer of the Commissioner may carry out a 
revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change of circum-
stances (MCC) has occurred since the property was last revised.  MCC is defined in section 3 
of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in value 
due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a building or a 
sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.  The definition does not allow for a revision 
of valuation where the change in value is due to economic factors, differential movements in 
property values or other external factors such as roads or other infrastructural development in 
the vicinity of a property.

I am informed by the Valuation Office that an application for a revision of valuation has 
been received from the occupier of the subject property and the Commissioner will shortly ap-
point a Revision Officer to consider the case and issue a determination in relation to the valua-
tion.  A notice of the decision will issue to the applicant, who, if dissatisfied with the decision, 
will have the right to make representations in respect of the proposed revision and will have 28 
days to do so, from the date of issue of the certificate.

The occupier will have a further statutory right to make an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal, 
if dissatisfied with the outcome of their representations.  The Valuation Tribunal is an inde-
pendent body set up to settle disputed valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and 
individual ratepayers.

05/11/2013WRQ00750Flood Prevention Measures

05/11/2013WRQ00800363. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
legal obligations on farmers to keep drains and rivulets flowing through their land cleared to 
stop flooding on other people’s land upstream; the agency with responsibility for enforcing such 
law; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46555/13]

05/11/2013WRQ00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works understands that where watercourses or channels pass 
through private lands which are not part of arterial drainage schemes, maintained by the OPW, 
or not part of Drainage Districts, maintained by local authorities, the responsibility for the 
maintenance of those channels rests with the riparian owners.

OPW is aware of legal advice recently received by Cork County Council, which states that it 
would appear that where a natural watercourse or river is blocked with rubbish or debris, which 
caused or contributed to flooding of another person’s lands, then the riparian owner in respect 
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of such natural watercourse or river may potentially be liable for damages, where they failed 
to take reasonable steps to address such matter after having acquired knowledge or presumed 
knowledge of its existence.  In such cases of dispute in relation to the  responsibilities of private 
landowners, if it is not possible for the parties to resolve the matter amicably, it would be open 
to the aggrieved landowner to take appropriate legal action against the offending landowner.

Under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945 Sections 48 and 49 grant powers to the Commission-
ers Of Public Works in certain circumstances with regard to requiring landowners or occupiers 
of land to repair and restore to proper condition watercourses on the land in question.

Where the watercourse discharges into an existing Drainage District or Arterial Drainage 
Scheme, Section 48 allows OPW to issue a notice to a landowner to put it into proper repair 
and condition.  If the landowner gives an undertaking to allow an affected occupier upstream 
to enter on their lands to maintain the channel at said affected occupier’s own expense, then the 
notice to repair must be withdrawn.  If the OPW undertakes the work, it is entitled to recoup the 
cost of work from the landowner.

Under Section 49, a Minister of State or a county council may make a representation to the 
Commissioners, where the Council or Minister is unreasonably being denied access to execute 
works to improve drainage of land.  The Commissioners may make a compulsory drainage or-
der, allowing such works to be undertaken, where funds are available to the Council or Minister 
to carry out such drainage works.

Under the two Sections, failure to comply with the notices or orders is deemed an offence 
and on summary conviction is liable to fines and/or imprisonment.  The enforcement of the law 
in this regard is a matter for the Garda Síochána and/or the Courts.

05/11/2013WRQ00950Valuation Office

05/11/2013WRQ01000364. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
it is normal practice for the Valuation Office to charge a fee for the de-rating of a commercial 
property; if there is a mechanism in place for the waiver of such a fee to be applied to those 
businesses no longer in a position to pay due to financial circumstances; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46712/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Act, 2001 provides for the valuation of all commercial and industrial property.  The Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his functions under the Act and the 
making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative and I, as Minister, have no function in 
decisions in this regard.

Under section 28 (4) of the Act, a Revision Officer of the Commissioner may carry out a 
revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change of circum-
stances (MCC) has occurred since the property was last revised. MCC is defined in section 3 
of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consist of a new building, a change in value 
due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a building or a 
sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.  The definition does not allow for a revision 
of valuation where the change in value is due to economic factors, differential movements in 
property values or other external factors such as roads or other infrastructural development in 
the vicinity of a property.

Under the Act, a prescribed fee of €250 is payable by the person making the application 
for revision of valuation, which may or may not result in a property being deemed to be non-
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rateable.  It is normal practice to collect the fee and there is no discretion to exercise a waiver 
for which there is no provision in the legislation.  The chargeable fee, which has not been 
increased since 2004 is considered to be appropriate in the present, albeit difficult, economic 
circumstances and given that there is almost universal payment compliance, the introduction of 
a waiver scheme is not an option which is under consideration at this time.

05/11/2013WRQ01150National Lottery Funding Disbursement

05/11/2013WRQ01200365. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fi-
nances and plans for the proposed new convention centre in Cork. [46902/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On Budget 
day this year, I announced additional investment of €200m from the proceeds of the National 
Lottery Licence transaction.  This investment will be used to progress a number of additional 
projects and programmes in 2014 including the project to which the Deputy refers.  The precise 
allocation of the proceeds to the Departments concerned is being determined at present and will 
be published in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2014 which will be published in De-
cember.  My Department will not have any involvement in the management and/or roll-out of 
this or any of the other projects to be funded from the Lottery Licence transaction.  That will be 
a matter for the relevant Minister and his/her Department. Of course, Departments must ensure 
that, as with all capital projects, those to be funded through this additional investment are ap-
praised in line with the processes set out in the Public Spending Code.

05/11/2013WRQ01350Register of Lobbyists Legislation

05/11/2013WRQ01400366. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will ensure the IFSC Clearing House Group is covered under the regulation of lobbying Bill 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45703/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Regula-
tion of Lobbying Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
(OPC).  The General Scheme has been referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, 
Public Expenditure and Reform for pre-legislative scrutiny and the views of the Committee will 
be taken into account in the drafting process.

The Deputy may wish to note that under the proposals for regulating lobbying activity 
approved by Government, a group-such as, for example, the one referred to in the Deputy’s 
question-established on the initiative of a Minister or Department comprising both public ser-
vants and external members will be obliged to comply with a Transparency Code which will be 
published in advance of the commencement of the legislation.  The Code is intended to ensure 
that the work of any such group is carried out in a manner fully consistent with the objectives 
of the legislation by securing appropriate openness and transparency in relation to the group’s 
discussions and activities through, for example, publication of agendas and minutes of meetings 
on a timely basis.

Head (4)(3)(xi) of the General Scheme of the Bill sets out the relevant provision published 
on my Department’s website http://per.gov.ie/the-general-scheme/.

05/11/2013WRQ01550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

05/11/2013WRQ01600367. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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way tax relief on pension contributions applies to post and pre-1995 public servants, listing the 
names of each pension contribution, the respective rates at which they apply, the way in which 
tax relief applies to those pension contributions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45909/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01700373. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the pension contributions a pre-1995 executive officer at the final 
point of the increment scale must make towards their pension every year; if he will explain the 
way in which tax relief on pension contributions applies to their pension contributions and the 
way in which gross pay is affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46489/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01800374. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the pension contributions a post-1995 executive officer at the final 
point of the increment scale must make towards their pension every year; if he will explain the 
way in which tax relief on pension contributions applies to their pension contributions and the 
way in which gross pay is affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46490/13]

05/11/2013WRQ01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 367, 373 and 374 together.

Established Civil Servants appointed prior to 6 April 1995 are subject to a modified rate of 
PRSI (Class B) whereas those appointed on or after 6 April 1995 are subject to PRSI Class A 
rate.  Officers appointed prior to 6 April 1995 do not pay an explicit employee contribution in 
respect of their “Main Scheme” pension (i.e. their own personal pension).

Officers appointed on or after that date pay the following contributions:

- 1.5% of gross remuneration (i.e. basic salary plus any pensionable allowances), plus

- 3.5% of net remuneration [i.e. gross remuneration (as defined above) less twice the maxi-
mum annual rate of the State Pension (Contributory) payable by the Department of Social Pro-
tection to a single person without dependants].

In addition, all officers who are members of the Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme (which was compulsory for all male officers appointed on or after 1 January 1969 
and before 1st September 1984, and is compulsory for all officers appointed on or after 1st 
September 1984) pay contributions in respect of the benefits provided by that Scheme.  The 
contribution rate is 1.5% of salary in respect of periods of pensionable service (e.g. they are not 
paid during periods of unpaid special leave, unpaid sick leave, etc.).

Contributions for members appointed before 6 April 1995 are levied on basic salary and 
acting up allowances only.  Additional contributions have to be made at retirement if other pen-
sionable allowances are taken into account when determining pension benefits at retirement.  
For members appointed on or after 6 April 1995, contributions are levied on basic salary and 
any pensionable emoluments in the nature of pay held from time to time during their career 
(irrespective of whether or not such emoluments are taken into account when determining the 
pension benefits at retirement).

The change of PRSI status in 1995 did not affect the position of non-Established State em-
ployees in the Civil Service.  Such employees do not pay an explicit employee contribution in 
respect of their “Main Scheme” pension (i.e. their own personal pension).  The contribution rate 
in respect of membership of the Spouses’ and Children’s Scheme is 1.5% of net salary [i.e. sal-
ary less twice the maximum annual rate of the State Pension (Contributory) payable to a single 
person without dependants].
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Generally, the position in relation to Main Scheme and Spouses’ and Children’s Scheme 
contributions for pre and post 1995 Established Civil Servants also applies in the wider Public 
Service.

Income tax relief is provided on pension contributions made by both public sector and 
private sector employees at their marginal tax rate, subject to an annual earnings cap which op-
erates in conjunction with age-related percentage limits.  The maximum amount of annual tax-
relieved pension contributions that an employee can make to pension arrangements is restricted 
on a graduated basis, rising from 15% of their annual earnings up to age 30 to 40% of annual 
earnings at age 60 and over.  This is subject to an overall earnings cap of €115,000 per annum 
above which no relief on pension contributions as a percentage of earnings is given.  The relief 
and the annual tax-relieved contribution limits apply across-the-board to all employees, regard-
less of whether they work in the public or private sectors.

05/11/2013WRQ01950Ministerial Staff

05/11/2013WRQ02000368. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. 
[46092/13]

05/11/2013WRQ02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The following 
table provides the information requested in respect of each political staff member appointed by 
me.

Name/Title Qualifications Salary
Mr. Ronán O’Brien Special 
Adviser

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€106,880

Ms. Anne Byrne Special 
Adviser

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€84,706

Ms. Frances Kelly Parlia-
mentary Assistant- Constitu-
ency Office

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€54,490

Ms. Marion Doyle Constitu-
ency Secretary

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€47,755

Mr. Eugene O’Sullivan Ci-
vilian Driver

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€32,965

Mr. Tony Brennan Civilian 
Driver

Suitably qualified for the 
position.

€32,965

05/11/2013WRQ02150Office of Public Works Properties

05/11/2013WRQ02200369. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide a list of properties in counties Carlow and Kilkenny that are under the ownership of the 
Office of Public Works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46183/13]

05/11/2013WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): There are 78 State owned properties managed by the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Counties Carlow and Kilkenny broken down as follows with full details supplied on Table 1.
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- Carlow Kilkenny
Properties 11 28
National Monuments 10 28
Historic Properties 0 1

Table 1: List of State Owned Properties/Sites Managed by the OPW in Counties Car-
low and Kilkenny

County Property Location Land Type
Carlow St Mullins Early Medi-

eval Ecclesiastical Site
St. Mullin’s National Monument

Carlow Carlow Castle Carlow Town National Monument
Carlow Cross Fragment Lorum National Monument
Carlow Ballyloughan Castle Ballyloughan National Monument
Carlow Nurney Cross Nurney National Monument
Carlow Straboe Medieval 

Grave Slab
Straboe National Monument

Carlow Ballymoon Castle Ballymoon 2 Acres National Monument
Carlow Baunogenasraid Burial 

Mound (Cist)
Baunogenasraid National Monument

Carlow Rathvilly Moat Burial 
Mound

Knockroe National Monument

Carlow Browneshill Portal 
Tomb

Kernanstown National Monument

Carlow Ballon Garda station 
and married quarters

Ballykealey Property

Carlow Borris Garda station 
and married quarters

Borris Property

Carlow Carlow Government 
Offices

Kennedy Av-
enue

Property

Carlow Carlow Garda station Athy Road Property
Carlow Carlow Social Protec-

tion Office
Strawhall Indus-
trial Estate

Property

Carlow Hacketstown Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Main Street Property

Carlow Leighlinbridge former 
Garda station and mar-
ried quarters

Church Street Property

Carlow Muine Bheag Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Kilree Street Property

Carlow Myshall Garda station 
and married quarters

Myshall Property

Carlow Rathvilly Garda station 
and married quarters

The Green Property
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County Property Location Land Type
Carlow Tullow Garda station 

and married quarters
Dublin Road Property

Kilkenny St. Francis Abbey 
(Franciscan Friary)

Kilkenny National Monument

Kilkenny Knocktopher Church Knocktopher National Monument
Kilkenny Sheepstown Church Sheepstown National Monument
Kilkenny Grangefertagh Round 

Tower and Church
Grangefertagh National Monument

Kilkenny Kilamery High Cross Killamery National Monument
Kilkenny Kilree Church, Round 

Tower and Cross
Kilree National Monument

Kilkenny Clonamery Church Clonamery National Monument
Kilkenny Ullard Church Ullard National Monument
Kilkenny Kilkieran High Crosses Castletown National Monument
Kilkenny Jerpoint Abbey (Cister-

cian Abbey)
Jerpoint National Monument

Kilkenny Tullaherin Round 
Tower

Tullaherin National Monument

Kilkenny Thomastown Church Thomastown National Monument
Kilkenny Gowran Church Gowran National Monument
Kilkenny Granny Castle Granny National Monument
Kilkenny Clara Castle Clara Upper National Monument
Kilkenny Ballylarkin Church Ballylarkin Up-

per
National Monument

Kilkenny Burnchurch Castle and 
Tower

Burnchurch National Monument

Kilkenny Aghaviller Church and 
Round Tower

Aghaviller National Monument

Kilkenny Callan Motte Westcourt De-
mesne

National Monument

Kilkenny Rathealy Ringfort Rathealy National Monument
Kilkenny Dunmore Cave Mohil National Monument
Kilkenny Callan Church Callan National Monument
Kilkenny Magdalen Castle Kilkenny National Monument
Kilkenny Ballyboodan Ogham 

Stone
Ballyboodan National Monument

Kilkenny Graiguenamanagh Ab-
bey (Duiske) (Cister-
cian Abbey)

Graiguenaman-
agh

National Monument

Kilkenny Coolhill Castle Coolhill National Monument
Kilkenny Knockroe Passage 

Tomb
Knockroe National Monument

Kilkenny Tullaroan Church Tullaroan National Monument
Kilkenny Ballyhale Garda station 

and married quarters
Main Street Property
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County Property Location Land Type
Kilkenny Ballyragget former 

Garda station and mar-
ried quarters

Patrick Street Property

Kilkenny Bennetsbridge Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Thomastown 
Road

Property

Kilkenny Callan Garda station 
and married quarters

Green Street Property

Kilkenny Castlecomer Former 
Garda station and mar-
ried quarters

Ballyragget - 
Castlecomer 
Road

Property

Kilkenny Castlecomer Garda 
station

Kilkenny Street Property

Kilkenny Freshford Garda station 
and married quarters

Freshford Property

Kilkenny Glenmore Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Waterford Road Property

Kilkenny Goresbridge Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Barrack Street Property

Kilkenny Graiguenamanagh 
Garda station

Thomastown 
Road

Property

Kilkenny Inistioge former Garda 
station and married 
quarters

New Ross Road Property

Kilkenny Johnstown former 
Garda station and mar-
ried quarters

Church Street Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Castle Castle Road 70 acres Historic Property
Kilkenny Kilkenny Government 

Office
Hebron Road Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Garda station Lower Dominic 
Street

Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Monuments 
Depot

Hebron Indus-
trial Estate

Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Meteorologi-
cal Statio

Freshford Road Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny OPW Hydro-
metric

New Building 
Lane

Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny National 
Rehab Board

4 The Parade Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Veterinary 
Laboratory

Leggetsrath Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny Monuments 
Rothe Hse

Rothe House Property

Kilkenny Kilkenny EPA Site Seville Lodge 4.5 acre site
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County Property Location Land Type
Kilkenny Kilmacow Garda sta-

tion
Kilmacow Property

Kilkenny Kilmoganny Garda 
station

Carrig Road Property

Kilkenny Mooncoin Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Waterford Road Property

Kilkenny Mullinavat Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Waterford Road Property

Kilkenny Piltown Garda station 
and married quarters

Main Street Property

Kilkenny Stoneyford Garda 
station and married 
quarters

Waterford - 
Kilkenny Road

Property

Kilkenny Thomastown Garda 
station

Fair Green Property

Kilkenny Thomastown HSA 
Decent Site

Ladyswell 
Street

3.06 acre site

Kilkenny New Urlingford Garda 
station

Main Street Property

In addition a further two land banks are in existence in County Kilkenny and were identified 
in a reply to a previous Parliamentary Question (Question No. 114, 23 October 2013).

05/11/2013WRQ02350Office of Public Works Properties

05/11/2013WRQ02400370. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the transfer of lands from the Office of Public Works to Kerry County 
Council for the purpose of a graveyard at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46412/13]

05/11/2013WRQ02500375. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
expedite the transaction with Kerry County Council regarding the provision of a site for the 
proposed new cemetery on the grounds of Derrynane Abbey, Derrynane, County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46822/13]

05/11/2013WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I propose to take Questions Nos. 370 and 375 together.

The matter remains unchanged from my previous reply in June.  The CSSO has written to 
Kerry County Council on the 14th of October to address any outstanding issues and are await-
ing the return of signed contracts from the Council solicitors in order to progress the matter.

05/11/2013WRQ02650Office of Public Works Properties

05/11/2013WRQ02700371. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the plans 
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that have been put in place for the conservation and future replacement of historic trees in the 
grounds of Leinster House; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46475/13]

05/11/2013WRQ02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The trees at 
Leinster House are regularly monitored and maintained and are in good health.  Some pruning 
of the four trees on the Kildare Street side of Leinster house will be undertaken over the coming 
weeks as recommended in the most recent survey report (September 2013).

There is scope to replace some of the Ash trees on the Merrion Square side of Leinster 
House along with remedial pruning of other trees.  All replanting would be subject to the agree-
ment of the Houses of the Oireachtas.  There are no plans to replace any of these trees in the 
immediate future.

05/11/2013WRQ02850Flood Prevention Measures

05/11/2013WRQ02900372. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
sons behind the substantial two year mid-contract delay to the construction of the Bray flood 
protection works, a delay which is increasing the flood risk in Bray, County Wickow. [46476/13]

05/11/2013WRQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The contractors for the Bray flood relief scheme, SIAC Construction Limited, were 
appointed by Bray Town Council, as Contracting Authority under a design-build arrangement 
whereby aspects of the detailed design of the works are undertaken by the contractor.

Substantial elements of the works have been completed by the contractors, including the 
construction of the new culvert and the underpinning of Bray Bridge and river regrading, soil 
nailing and erosion protection in Area 5.  I understand that these works will be of considerable 
benefit in reducing flood risk.

However, a dispute arose between the Town Council and the contractor in relation to the 
latter’s design proposals for the principal remaining elements of the works, which differed fun-
damentally from those contained in the contract.  The contractor referred the dispute to formal 
third party conciliation, as provided for in the contract.  The parties subsequently agreed to 
extend the ambit of the conciliation to encompass other outstanding issues on the contract.  The 
conciliation process, which is conducted on a confidential and without prejudice basis, has been 
ongoing for some time and in this period the contractor has been making very little progress 
on the scheme.  The outcome of the conciliation, which is expected to conclude shortly, will 
determine how the remainder of the scheme will be progressed.

While the delay in the project is regrettable, the works completed to date have reduced the 
flood risk considerably and Bray Town Council and the Office of Public Works remain commit-
ted to completing the Bray flood relief scheme as quickly as possible, having regard to seasonal 
constraints on works in the channel due to environmental factors.

Questions Nos. 373 and 374 answered with Question No. 367.

Question No. 375 answered with Question No. 370.

05/11/2013WRQ03250Office of the Ombudsman Staff

05/11/2013WRQ03300376. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
information he has regarding the earliest possible date of commencement of his nominee for 
the position of Ombudsman; the position, in the meantime, of complaints and appeals awaiting 
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decision in the Ombudsman’s Office, the Office of the Information Commissioner and the Of-
fice of the Commissioner for Environmental Information; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [47005/13]

05/11/2013WRQ03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The appoint-
ment of a new Ombudsman/Information Commissioner/Commissioner for Environmental In-
formation by the President is dependent on approval by the Oireachtas of a resolution to that 
effect.  The appointment may be made in the second half of this month.  On the premise that 
such approval will be forthcoming, it is envisaged that the appointment will be made in the 
course of the current month.

The management team (Management Advisory Committee) in the Office of the Ombuds-
man, which has responsibility for the Office of the Ombudsman, the Office of the Information 
Commissioner and the Office of the Commissioner for Environmental Information, has re-
viewed the situation from customer service and risk management perspectives.  It has indicated 
to staff the cases that may be progressed before the appointment of an Ombudsman/Information 
Commissioner/Commissioner for Environmental Information and those which must await the 
appointment.

05/11/2013WRQ03450Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRQ03500377. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Depart-
ment’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47082/13]

05/11/2013WRQ03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As indicated 
in a previous response PQ 215 of 22 October 2013, the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform’s budget and staffing allocation reflects its strategy of delivering well managed and 
well-targeted public spending, delivered through modernised, effective and accountable public 
services.  While savings have accrued due to the transfer of certain functions and pay reductions 
across the group, these are offset due to the significant start-up costs of the shared services and 
the transfer of maintenance service costs to OPW.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, together with the Shared Services and 
Office of Government Procurement functions, continues to deliver key outputs set out in the 
Public Service Reform Plan which was published in November 2011.  This investment in the 
Government’s reform agenda will yield longer term cost savings and facilitate service conti-
nuity in a smaller and leaner Public Service.  When these centres are fully operational, annual 
savings targets are estimated as follows:

- Office of Government Procurement - The procurement reform programme is targeting up 
to €500m of much needed savings for tax payers over the next 3 years;

- Peoplepoint (transactional HR) - €12.5m;

- Payroll Shared Services (transactional payroll and pension services) - €5.6m.

My Department has also collaborated with the Department of Finance to achieve admin-
istrative efficiencies within our shared facilities, particularly in the accommodation footprint.

My Department is targeted with driving a very ambitious Public Service Reform Plan, 
which requires initial investment in order to achieve longer term efficiencies and cost savings.  
Notwithstanding this, my Department continues to seek savings and, in 2014, we will fund a 
number of new projects while achieving a 4% reduction in Gross Expenditure.  The details on 
the funding reductions by Programme and Administrative Budget subhead are set out in tabular 
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format in the Budget publication. 

- - 2013 
Esti-
mate

- - 2014 
Esti-
mate

- - Change 
2014 
over 
2013

Current Capital Total Current Capital Total
Pro-
gramme 
Expen-
diture

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 %

A - 
Public 
Expen-
diture 
and 
Sectoral 
Policy

20,37 20,375 17,986 17,986 -12%

B - 
Public 
Service 
Man-
agement 
and 
Reform

20,051 500 20,551 20,784 500 21,284 4%

Gross 
Total

40,426 500 40,926 38,770 500 39,270 -4%

C - Ap-
propria-
tions in 
Aid

5,189 5,189 4,000 4,000 -23%

Net 
Total

35,237 500 35,737 34,770 500 35,270 -1%

Costs
Exchequer pay in-
cluded in above net 
total

19,882 20,235 2%

Associated public 
service employees

374 373 -

Exchequer pensions 
included in above 
net total

4 4 -

Associated public 
service pensioners

3 4 33%
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Administra-
tion

- 2013 Esti-
mate

- - 2014 Esti-
mate

- - Change 
2014 over 
2013

Functional 
split of 
administra-
tive budgets, 
which are 
included in 
the above 
programme 
allocations

Current Capital Total Current Capital Total

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 %

(i)  Salaries, 
wages and 
allowances

19,220 19,220 18,810 - 18,810 -2%

(ii) Travel 
and sus-
sitence

157 157 163 - 163 4%

(iii) Training 
and devel-
opment and 
incidental 
expenses

512 512 516 - 516 1%

(iv) Postal 
and telecom-
munications 
services

314 314 340 - 340 8%

(v) Office 
equipment 
and external 
IT services

669 100 769 485 100 585 -24%

(vi) Office 
premises 
expenses

400 400 368 368 -8%

(vii) Con-
sultancy 
and other 
services 

20 20 50 50 150%

(viii) EU 
presidency

396 396

Gross Total 21,688 100 21,788 30,732 100 20,832 -4%

05/11/2013WRQ03650Trade Agreements

05/11/2013WRQ03700378. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
trade agreements that are in place between Ireland and Colombia; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46697/13]

05/11/2013WRQ03800379. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
trade agreements that exist between the European Union and Colombia; when these agreements 
were signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46698/13]

05/11/2013WRQ03900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 378 and 379 together.

The competence for trade negotiations lies with the European Union.  The trade agree-
ment between the European Union and its Member States and Colombia and Peru, was signed 
in June, 2012.  The agreement with Peru was provisionally applied from 1 March, 2013, and 
following Colombia’s internal procedures for ratification, the agreement with Colombia was 
provisionally applied from 1 August 2013.

Provisional application means that businesses have been able to benefit from all of the 
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agreed trade preferences set out in the Agreement with Peru and Colombia as of 1 March 2013 
and 1 August 2013 respectively.  Once all EU Member States have ratified the Agreement, it 
can fully enter into force.

Ireland’s trade with Colombia is relatively small. In 2012 trade in goods and services with 
Colombia amounted to €216 million, compared with €175 million in 2011. In 2012 Colombia 
was ranked in 71st place in terms of our goods exports and in 42nd place in terms of our ser-
vices exports.  Our main exports to Colombia are medical devices, ICT equipment, food and 
drink products. Total trade with Peru is considerably smaller at less than €50 million in 2012.

While trade with both countries is small, Irish exporters are increasingly globalising their 
sales. Consequently, free trade agreements such as these are important in helping our ambitious 
and innovative exporters build new markets and especially where there is longer term potential 
for higher economic and product sector growth.

The Agreement will open up markets for products traded between the EU, Colombia and 
Peru.  At the end of the transition period, (ranging from 3 to 15 years depending on the sensitiv-
ity of the products to Colombian producers), there will be no customs duties at all on industrial 
and fisheries products and trade in agricultural products will become considerably more open. 
As a result, EU exporters could save as much as €500 million annually in tariffs alone.

The main benefit of the new trade regime will come from a more transparent, predictable 
and enforceable business environment.  Better conditions for creating business links should 
lead to more integrated value chains and make it easier to transfer technology.

The EU-Colombia deal includes far-reaching provisions on the respect of human rights, the 
rule of law and effective implementation of international conventions on labour rights and en-
vironmental protection.  Civil society organisations will be systematically involved to monitor 
the implementation of these commitments.

The EU is Colombia’s third largest source of imports. Imports from the EU are mostly ma-
chinery and transport equipment. At the same time, the EU is Colombia’s the second biggest ex-
port market.  EU demand for Colombian products is mostly in the agricultural, fuel and mining 
sectors.  The Agreement should allow Colombia to diversify its exports to the EU, not only for 
agriculture and fisheries, but also for Colombian industrial products.  EU-Colombia trade has 
grown significantly in recent years and reached more than €14 billion in 2012.  The EU remains 
also one of the largest investors in Colombia.

05/11/2013WRR00150Employment Appeals Tribunal

05/11/2013WRR00200380. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
average time it takes for a case under the Redundancy Payment Acts to be heard by the Em-
ployment Appeals Tribunal from the time of application to the hearing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45632/13]

05/11/2013WRR00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have 
no direct involvement in its day to day operations.  The Tribunal hears claims under 18 separate 
pieces of legislation, some of which are lodged as direct claims to the Tribunal and others which 
come to the Tribunal by way of appeal or implementation of a Rights Commissioner’s recom-
mendation/decision.

In relation to complaints made under the Redundancy Payment Acts, I am informed that the 
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Average waiting period for a hearing, as at the end of October last, was 80 weeks across the 26 
counties.  However, in considering this figure the Deputy should bear in mind that the Tribunal 
conducts hearings in about 31 locations.  Where the number of cases on hand in a particular 
location is relatively small, the Tribunal may decide to wait until a sufficient number of cases is 
on hands in order to make the holding of hearings in that location cost effective.  In such loca-
tions, 5 days of hearings may reduce the “waiting time” by 30 to 40 weeks.  I understand that the 
Tribunal targets areas with the longest waiting period and highest level of claims outstanding, 
within the resources it has currently available. 

The Tribunal is pro-active in driving efficiencies. Divisions of the Tribunal are sitting longer 
than heretofore, scheduling more cases per hearing and managing the caseload to maximise ef-
ficiency.  As part of the drive for efficiencies the Tribunal streams cases that are envisaged to 
be more straight-forward.   These efforts have resulted in a significant increase in the number 
of claims disposed of over the past few years: + 30 per cent in 2010 compared with 2009, + 11 
per cent in 2011 compared with 2010 and similarly + 13 per cent in 2012 over the previous year.

Notwithstanding the efforts of the Tribunal, I believe that the delays that users of the service 
are experiencing are unacceptable.  This is one of the reasons why I am undertaking a root and 
branch reform of all five Workplace Relations Bodies.  I believe it is essential that we have 
efficient and effective mechanisms to develop harmonious and productive workplaces and to 
assist employers and employees to avoid and resolve disputes.  This Reform Programme of the 
5 bodies, that I have commenced, will deliver a World-Class Workplace Relations structure.  I 
propose to establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure.  This means that from next year 
two statutorily independent bodies will replace the current five.  We will have a new single body 
of first instance to be called the Workplace Relations Commission and a separate appeals body, 
which will effectively be an expanded Labour Court.  Work has commenced on the drafting of 
a Workplace Relations Bill to give effect to the new two-tier structure.  All complaints will be 
dealt with by a single body of first instance where the aim will be to have a hearing within three 
months from the time the case is lodged.

05/11/2013WRR00350Industrial Disputes

05/11/2013WRR00400381. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
intervene directly in the current industrial dispute at a company (details supplied) which has re-
cently developed in Dublin and is ongoing in Limerick City; if he is concerned at the company’s 
possible reneging on an agreement to pay its staff a redundancy package of five weeks per year 
of service and now proposing to pay 2.75 weeks per year of service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [45642/13]

05/11/2013WRR00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that the dispute at Wallis has been settled and I believe it represents a fair 
and reasonable outcome from the point of view of both parties involved.

05/11/2013WRR00550North-South Implementation Bodies

05/11/2013WRR00600382. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the funding provided to InterTradeIreland by his Department for the most recent five years for 
which data is available.  [45692/13]

05/11/2013WRR00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): InterTra-
deIreland is one of the six North/South Implementation Bodies established under the Belfast 
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Agreement (the ‘Good Friday Agreement’) in 1998.  Its statutory functions are set down in the 
British-Irish Agreement Act, 1999 and it has the following remit: “to exchange information and 
co-ordinate work on trade, business development and related matters in areas where the two 
administrations specifically agree it would be in their mutual interest”.  InterTradeIreland oper-
ates from a single base in Newry, Co. Down and is jointly funded in a 2:1 ratio, respectively, by 
the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Investment in Northern Ireland.  The Body operating currency is sterling; however, my Depart-
ment provides its funding contribution in euro.  Currency exchange rate fluctuations can impact 
on final sums drawn down.

The budget outturns from my Department in respect of InterTradeIreland for the last five 
years are as follows:

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Outturn € 6.536m 8.100m 7.848m 6.638m 8.164m

05/11/2013WRR00750Cross-Border Co-operation

05/11/2013WRR00800383. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the recommendations or agreements reached to enhance co-operation and limit competition 
between Invest NI and Industrial Development Agency Ireland with respect to attracting inward 
investment. [45693/13]

05/11/2013WRR00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): One of the 
principal statutory functions of IDA Ireland is to promote the establishment and development, 
in the State, of industrial undertakings from outside the State.  On the other hand, the remit 
of Invest Northern Ireland, an agency sponsored by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Investment in Northern Ireland, is to support new and existing businesses in that region to 
grow and compete internationally, and to attract new inward investment to Northern Ireland.  It 
should be appreciated that both IDA Ireland and INI are confined in their grant giving powers to 
funding investments within their own jurisdictions and, in the pursuit of internationally mobile 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI,) each agency must operate on an individual basis for their core 
marketing work. 

However, IDA Ireland, recognising the opportunity to pursue mutually beneficial cross 
border co-operation on aspects of economic policy and infrastructure/spatial planning, does 
cooperate with Invest Northern Ireland on a number of initiatives in the context of regional 
and all-island economic development.  Both agencies also share a strategic focus on attracting 
companies from the targeted sectors of ICT, Financial Services and Clean technologies.

One of the success stories of this co-operation between the two agencies is the jointly de-
veloped North West Business and Technology Zone (NWBTZ).  The fundamental aim has been 
to capitalise on the combined strengths of Letterkenny and Derry City as an economic corridor.  
The focus has been on developing compatible infrastructure and property solutions, which are 
now in place, and make the Region more attractive for investment.

The North West NOW project involved a total investment of €35.25 million in Letterkenny, 
of which IDA committed to a direct investment of €15.2 towards Advanced Technology and 
Office Buildings, construction of Letterkenny Outer Relief Road and improvements in tele-
communications infrastructure including the installation of the Letterkenny Metropolitan Area 
Network (MAN).  Overall the joint project has drawn down €10 million in EU Interreg IIIA 
funding (IDA €4M and Invest NI €6M) toward the required development of property solutions 
and research facilities.
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The North West NOW initiative provided the catalyst for Eircom, Bytel and BT to invest 
independently in the telecoms infrastructure between Letterkenny and Derry.  Consequently the 
telecoms infrastructure and capacity has been improved significantly.  

Also arising out of the work of IDA and INI was the development of Project Kelvin, which 
is the first direct International Communications link of its kind into the North West of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland.  It has been a cross-Border venture, costing €43m, between the Depart-
ment of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) for Ireland and the De-
partment of Enterprise, Trade and Investment for Northern Ireland (DETI NI) and co-financed 
by the European Union (€32.25m) to construct a direct international telecommunications link 
between North America, Europe and the North West of Ireland.  The North West of Ireland, in-
cluding Letterkenny now has access to the same international services as found in major cities 
including Dublin, London, Amsterdam and New York.

The economies of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland both have a highly educated 
workforce and IDA Ireland highlights this competitive advantage to prospective investors.  The 
skills available on both sides of the Border are presented to potential investors as a key com-
petitive advantage of investing in the Border region of the island of Ireland.  Up to 15% of IDA 
Ireland client companies in the Border region employ staff living in Northern Ireland.  One of 
the factors which influenced Paypal in deciding to make such a major investment in Dundalk in 
early 2012 was the availability of a pool of skilled staff, in the large catchment area incorporat-
ing both sides of the border from which it could recruit. 

05/11/2013WRR00950Cross-Border Co-operation

05/11/2013WRR01000384. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
assessment of the potential savings to be made through an island-wide job creation and growth 
strategy. [45694/13]

05/11/2013WRR01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs process has been shared with my counterpart in the Northern Ireland Executive.  
I am glad to say that there is positive on-going engagement between my Department’s enter-
prise agencies and their Northern Ireland counterparts.  Both sets of agencies are aware of each 
other’s offerings and they collaborate closely, where appropriate, on schemes and programmes 
that will result in job creation and growth throughout the island.

There is also on-going engagement between my officials and their counterparts in North-
ern Ireland, in particular in relation to the activities of InterTradeIreland, the all-island trade 
and business development body.  InterTradeIreland operates a wide range of innovative pro-
grammes designed to develop linkages and cooperation between SMEs in various sectors and 
to build on relevant strengths to the benefit of both jurisdictions. 

However, it would not be feasible to undertake an assessment of an overarching all-island 
job creation and growth strategy.  Northern Ireland has its own economic and growth strategy 
and a separate currency and monetary/ fiscal policies.  Naturally, both jurisdictions will contin-
ue to cooperate and work together in key economic sectors, especially through the structures of 
the North South Ministerial Council and the bodies created under the Good Friday Agreement, 
where possible, for mutual economic benefits and job creation opportunities.

05/11/2013WRR01150INTERREG Funding

05/11/2013WRR01200385. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of matched funding provided to the 16 Interreg enterprise projects under the European 
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Interreg IV Programme by his Department, by the EU, by the NI Executive, and by Intertrade 
Ireland.  [45695/13]

05/11/2013WRR01300386. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide the detail of the aims, outcomes, budget and geographical location of the 16 
interreg enterprise projects funded through the European Interreg IV Programme.  [45696/13]

05/11/2013WRR01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 385 and 386 together.

The Interreg Programme is the Cross-Border Territorial Co-operation Programme for 
Northern Ireland, the Border Region of Ireland and Western Scotland.  The programme is 75% 
funded by the EU, through the European Regional Development Fund, and the remaining 25% 
is provided by the participating Member States, and has potential funding availability of €256 
million (€70M for enterprise theme).  InterTradeIreland, the North South trade and business 
development body, does not fund projects approved under the Interreg Programme.  Its role is 
to promote cross-border trade and the development of business networks to the benefit of both 
jurisdictions.

The aim of the enterprise theme is to help develop a more diverse and dynamic economy by 
addressing areas such as business support, investment in business infrastructure and network-
ing.  The individual projects cover a very wide span of extensive support measures, some tai-
lored to assisting a wide spread of SMEs, others being more legacy infrastructural type projects.  
All of the activities of the projects supported by my Department under this theme fall within 
these areas, and are located in the border region with a corresponding project partner located 
in one of the counties of Northern Ireland (excluding Belfast), which is another key funding 
criteria that must be met by project promoters.

The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (DJEI) co-funds 16 projects under the 
Enterprise Development theme of the Interreg IVA Programme (2007-2013) with its counterpart 
Department in Northern Ireland, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI).

The first jointly approved group of projects under this theme were funded on an agreed 40% 
(DJEI):60% (DETI) basis generally.  More recently approved enterprise projects have been 
funded on a revised ratio of 23-27% (DJEI):73-77% (relevant Northern Ireland Department).  In 
addition, my Department also contributes to the funding of a small number of projects that have 
an enterprise development focus under the Collaboration theme of the Interreg Programme.

While the period of the current Programme is 2007-2013, funding for the enterprise theme 
did not commence until 2009.  The amount of funding provided for approved projects in the 
first few years was relatively small due to the lack of good quality projects.  However, as the 
quality improved more projects were approved, particularly in 2011/2012. 

In total, by the end of the current Interreg programme, my Department expects to have con-
tributed €16M approximately towards projects under the Programme. 

05/11/2013WRR01450Exports Data

05/11/2013WRR01500387. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
levels of employment generated by exports to the north of Ireland, Britain, America, Germany, 
France, Japan or others for each of the past five years.  [45697/13]

05/11/2013WRR01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Driving export 
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growth is central to our economic recovery and is a key focus of the Government’s Action Plan 
for Jobs.  Enterprise Development Agency-supported companies account for more than 80% of 
Ireland’s total exports.

CSO figures show that our strong export performance is continuing.  Total exports in 2012 
by companies based in Ireland amounted to €182.155bn – an increase of 5.48% over the figure 
of €172.696bn for 2011. 

CSO figures also show that exports to Northern Ireland, Great Britain, the USA, Germany, 
France and Japan amounted to €89.082bn in 2012, or 48.9% of total exports.  This figure rep-
resented an increase of €5.711bn or 6.9% over the figure of €83.371bn for 2011, despite the 
slow-down in the growth of the main economies that buy our exports. 

Details of exports to France, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Northern Ireland and United 
States over the period 2008 to 2012 are set out in the table accompanying this reply.  Exports 
of Goods and Services to “All Countries” are also included in this Table.  Separate data on Ser-
vices exports to Northern Ireland is not published by the CSO.

In 2012, Enterprise Ireland had a record year for exports by their client companies of 
€16.2bn, which were up by €1bn, or 6%.  IDA supported companies also saw an increase in 
exports to €122bn in 2011, (the latest figures available) which were up by 8%, from €110bn in 
2010.  2012, was also a particularly good year for job creation in companies supported by these 
Agencies, with IDA client companies creating a total of 12,722 gross new jobs.  Clients of En-
terprise Ireland created 12,861 gross new jobs.  The export intensity of indigenous agency as-
sisted firms has risen from 36% to 51% in the past decade.  In total, agency assisted companies 
accounted for direct employment of 285,000 in 2011 and 294,000 in 2012, and are indirectly 
responsible for a similar number of jobs in ancillary and support services.

The latest Central Statistics Office release shows that employment increased by 33,800 in 
the year to Quarter 2 2013, net of a reduction of 5,400 in public sector numbers.  This was the 
third consecutive Quarter where an increase in employment was recorded.

We have now moved from a situation where the private sector was losing over 7,000 jobs 
per month before this Government came to office, to the present situation where it is creating 
close to 3,000 jobs per month.  As highlighted in my Budget 2014 press release on 15 October, 
both Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland have a target of 12,000 gross jobs growth each for 
2014.  I am determined, through the implementation of the Government’s annual Action Plan 
for Jobs process, to continue the transition to a sustainable economy, through growing our ex-
ports, and creating the jobs we need.

Central to the Action Plan is ensuring greater access for Irish companies to real oppor-
tunities to break into new markets, grow their exports and create much needed jobs for this 
economy.  I am currently preparing the 2014 Action Plan on behalf of the Government and we 
will continue, through that process, to build on the success of the actions we have taken over 
the last two years.

Table: Exports to France, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Northern Ireland and United States 
2008 to 2012

Goods

Country Exports 
2008  (€M)

Exports 
2009  (€M)

Exports 
2010  (€M)

Exports 
2011  (€M)

Exports 
2012  (€M)

France 5,019 4,527 4,559 4,951 4,428
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Country Exports 
2008  (€M)

Exports 
2009  (€M)

Exports 
2010  (€M)

Exports 
2011  (€M)

Exports 
2012  (€M)

Germany 6,089 5,974 6,401 6,285 7,526
Great Britain 14,300 12,199 12,617 12,845 13,794
Japan 1,708 1,702 1,749 1,743 2,101
Northern 
Ireland

1,565 1,286 1,326 1,422 1,445

United States 16,674 18,272 21,111 21,601 18,160
Total 45,355 43,960 47,763 48,847 47,454

Services

Country Exports 
2008  (€M)

Exports 
2009 (€M)

Exports 
2010 (€M)

Exports 
2011 (€M)

Exports 
2012 (€M)

France 4,832 4,474 4,834 4,654 5,593
Germany 6,670 6,596 7,750 7,659 8,032
Japan 1,152 1,035 1,437 1,533 2,713
United King-
dom

15,289 13,610 14,632 15,002 17,340

United States 4,708 4,281 5,484 5,676 7,950
Total 32,651 29,996 34,137 34,524 41,628

Goods and Services

Country Exports 
2008 (€M)

Exports 
2009 (€M)

Exports 
2010 (€M)

Exports 
2011 (€M)

Exports 
2012 (€M)

France 9,851 9,001 9,393 9,605 10,021
Germany 12,759 12,570 14,151 13,944 15,558
Japan 2,860 2,737 3,186 3,276 4,814
United King-
dom

31,154 27,095 28,575 29,269 32,579

United States 21,382 22,553 26,595 27,277 26,110
Total 78,006 73,956 81,900 83,371 89,082

All Countries

 - Exports 
2008 (€M)

Exports 
2009 (€M)

Exports 
2010 (€M)

Exports 
2011 (€M)

Exports 
2012 (€M)

Goods 86,394 85,804 89,703 91,228 91,860
Services 67,947 67,134 74,311 81,468 90,295
Total 154,341 152,938 164,014 172,696 182,155

05/11/2013WRR01650EU Directives

05/11/2013WRR01700388. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
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ther to Parliamentary Question No. 366 of 11 June 2013, if revised draft regulations have been 
prepared for the OPC; the timeframe for the transposition of EU Directive 2010/32/EU on the 
Prevention of Sharp Injuries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45723/13]

05/11/2013WRR01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The transposi-
tion deadline for the provisions of this Directive was 11 May 2013.  As previously indicated to 
the Deputy, a number of legal issues were identified during consideration of the Draft Regula-
tions and this has delayed completion.  While work continues on resolving these issues, it was 
not possible to formally settle the proposed Regulations from a legal perspective in time to meet 
the transposition deadline of 11 May 2013 as set down in Article 3 of the Directive.

My Department is working with the OPC to find a solution to these outstanding legal issues 
in order to be in a position to introduce legislation that is workable and enforceable and that 
meets the requirements of the Directive.

My Department has been in contact with the European Commission to advise it of the de-
lay in transposition and continues to keep them informed of progress. No sanction has been 
incurred as a result of the delay.

Notwithstanding that the “Sharps” Directive itself has yet to be transposed through national 
Regulations, the duties to maintain a safe and healthy workplace under the Safety Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated regulations still obtain.

05/11/2013WRR01850Gender Balance Issues

05/11/2013WRR01900389. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the way 
he proposes to meet the new EU rules requiring that Irish listed company boards should have 
40 per cent female membership by 2020 and by 2018 in the case of State-owned companies 
in view of the fact that the current average in Ireland is 10.7%, compared to an EU average of 
16.6%.  [45777/13]

05/11/2013WRR02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The proposed 
Directive on improving the gender balance among non-executive directors of listed companies 
is under negotiation at the EU level.  As this is an equality measure, the Minister for Justice and 
Equality leads on the Irish position, with contributions from my Department on the company 
law aspects of the proposal. 

As the negotiations are still at an early stage it is not known what the final provisions and 
scope of the instrument will be.  As a result, it is not possible to say now what will be needed to 
transpose that instrument once it has been adopted. 

05/11/2013WRR02050Departmental Meetings

05/11/2013WRR02100390. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the total number of meetings he or his officials in the Department of Jobs, Enterprise  and In-
novation held with ADC Therapeutics since 2011; the total number of meetings the industrial 
development agency held with ADC Therapeutics since 2011; if he will explain the reason the 
ADC Therapeutics investment failed and the amount of investment it was seeking from the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45944/13]

05/11/2013WRR02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Neither I my-
self or any of my officials, have held any meetings with this company since 2011. 
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IDA Ireland did engage with a linked company on several occasions in 2011.  Negotiations 
with potential clients in relation to grant-in-aid are a day to day operational matter for the Agen-
cy and I have no function in the matter.  For reasons of client confidentiality and commercial 
sensitivity, IDA cannot disclose any details of those discussions. 

It was not possible to offer State assistance in this case.

05/11/2013WRR02250Job Initiatives

05/11/2013WRR02300391. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the total number of full time and part-time jobs which were created directly as a result of the 
reduction in employers PRSI for lower paid workers from 8.5% to 4.25% since it came into 
effect and up until to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45947/13]

05/11/2013WRR02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment’s Jobs Initiative of May 2011 was aimed at restoring confidence in the economy, provid-
ing opportunities for re-skilling those who had lost their jobs, and assisting people in getting 
back to work. 

Key measures in the Jobs Initiative included a reduction in the lower rate of VAT on certain 
goods and services from 13.5% to 9%, targeted Capital spending on labour-intensive projects, 
the introduction of the national Internship scheme, JobBridge, and the halving of the rate of 
Employer’s PRSI on earnings up to €356 per week.   

The fiscal reductions in the Jobs Initiative were introduced on a temporary basis, to the end 
of 2013, although the Government did retain the VAT reduction on certain labour intensive 
goods and services in last month’s Budget.  

While it is not possible to indicate the exact number of positions which have been filled as 
a result of the combined effects of the measures introduced under the Jobs Initiative, there is no 
doubt that they are contributing to both maintaining existing jobs and creating new ones.  

The Government’s primary strategy to support job creation since the Jobs Initiative has been 
the Action Plan for Jobs.  The Action Plan has introduced a wide range of additional measures 
to support job creation in 2012 and 2013.  For example, arising from a commitment in the 2013 
Action Plan for Jobs, the Government launched JobsPlus last July.  This is a new incentive that 
offers employers a grant of €7,500 for recruiting a jobseeker between 12 and 24 months unem-
ployed, and €10,000 for recruiting a jobseeker over two years unemployed.

The latest CSO employment figures show that there were 33,800 more people in employ-
ment in Quarter 2 of this year than there were in the same period last year.  Unemployment fell 
by 22,200 in the same period.  We have now moved from a situation where the private sector 
was losing over 7,000 jobs per month before this Government came to office, to the present 
situation where it is creating close to 3,000 jobs per month.  

There is further evidence of the success of the Government’s policies as the latest CSO 
figures last week showed that there are now 396,512 people on the Live Register, 23,000 fewer 
than this time last year and almost 34,000 fewer than in October 2011.  This is a very welcome 
turnaround considering that the Register was firmly on an upward trajectory towards 500,000 
when this Government took office, and it is the first time since May 2009 that the Live Register 
has been below 400,000.  

The Government will continue to build on this progress through the Action Plan for Jobs 
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in 2014, as we transform the economy from one based on unsustainable debt to one based on 
enterprise, innovation and exports. 

05/11/2013WRR02450Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRR02500392. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. 
[46090/13]

05/11/2013WRR02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out below in tabular format.  In making appointments I have 
had regard to the skills, expertise and experience of individuals.  The contract of Special Advis-
ers and a statement of qualifications relevant to the duties of Special Advisers are laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas upon appointment.

Post Qualifications Salary
Ciaran Conlon

Special Adviser (Policy)

BA Economics NUI Maynooth 

MA in Economics from UCD,

€118,840

Conor Quinn

Press Adviser

BA (First Class Hons) Trinity College 
Dublin 

MA International Relations, Institut 
d’etudes politiques de Paris

Barrister at Law (King’s Inns)

€75,647-92,550

05/11/2013WRR02650Companies Law Issues

05/11/2013WRR02700393. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos 392 and 394 of 21 May 2013, the way in which the Companies 
Registration office is adapting and enforcing strict deadlines on private companies who con-
tinue to trade the company on behalf of the Bank. [46096/13]

05/11/2013WRR02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Private com-
panies in receivership continue to be subject to the requirements of the Companies Acts 1963-
2012 including the obligation to file annual returns within the timeframes outlined in those Acts.

05/11/2013WRR02850Companies Law Issues

05/11/2013WRR02900394. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 395 of 21 May 2013, the reason for the lack of statistics avail-
able on receivership filing and his specific statement that data received are not stored or indexed 
according to the receiver appointed in the Companies Registration Office; and if he will confirm 
that all receiverships are dealt with in the Companies Registration Office in a specific dedicated 
unit known as the insolvency unit.  [46097/13]

05/11/2013WRR03000395. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason there are no available statistics and data on the performance of the insolvency unit in the 
Companies Registry Office.  [46098/13]
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05/11/2013WRR03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 394 and 395 together.

As the central repository of public statutory information on Irish companies and business 
names, the Companies Registration Office (CRO) organises the data that it receives by com-
pany name and registered number and makes this information searchable and accessible to the 
public on its website via either the company name or company number.  The role of the sol-
vency unit in the CRO is to ensure that the data filed with the CRO on receiverships is registered 
in accordance with the Companies Acts 1963-2012.  Data received by the CRO on receiverships 
is not stored nor indexed according to “receiver appointed” in that Office. 

Documents filed by receivers are placed on the Companies Register and can be accessed by 
the public under the name and number of the relevant company. 

05/11/2013WRR03150Companies Law Issues

05/11/2013WRR03200396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there has even been any action taken by the Companies Registration Office insolvency unit 
against a receiver for failure to file returns.  [46099/13]

05/11/2013WRR03300397. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there has ever been any action taken by the Companies Registration Office insolvency unit 
against a receiver for late filing of returns  [46100/13]

05/11/2013WRR03400398. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there has ever been any action taken by the Companies Registration Office insolvency unit for 
the filing of inaccurate, incomplete or misleading returns by a receiver.  [46101/13]

05/11/2013WRR03500399. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 395 of 21 May 2013, the extent of abuse in the practise of 
receivers of filing abstracts supplying only details on total payments and total receipts in the 
period and not poviding a detailed breakdown of all receipts and payments during the period 
covered by the return as receivers are required by law; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46102/13]

05/11/2013WRR03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 396 to 399, inclusive, together.

The role of the solvency unit in the Companies Registration Office (CRO) is to ensure that 
the data filed in the CRO on receiverships is registered in accordance with the Companies Acts 
1963-2012.

The Companies Acts 1963-2012 set out the powers and duties of receivers. Sections 319 
and 321 of the Companies Act 1963 provide that a Receiver must send to the Registrar of Com-
panies an abstract detailing the assets of the company of which he has taken possession, their 
estimated value, the proceeds of sale of any such assets and of his receipts and payments for 
each six month period following his appointment. 

The onus is on the person completing a statutory filing to ensure that it complies with the re-
quirements of the Companies Acts 1963-2012. It is a criminal offence knowingly or recklessly 
to file a document with the CRO which is factually incorrect.  Where a statutory filing is in order 
on its face, and is signed and dated, the CRO accepts the filing in good faith for registration.  
As a registration authority, the CRO is not in a position to check whether the numerical values 
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entered in filings are correct or not.  Where the CRO is notified of an issue relating to a filing on 
the public register, it will follow the matter up immediately with the presenter/receiver in order 
to ensure that it is satisfied, as far as practicable, that the information being filed and put into the 
public domain is correct.  Abstracts which do not provide a breakdown of all receipts and pay-
ments are returned to the presenter for completion.  The abstracts are filed under the company 
name and number on the register and can be accessed by the public.  The data in the abstract is 
not stored or indexed separately and is not capable of statistical analysis. 

There is an obligation on receivers to comply with the legislative provisions applicable to 
them.  If a receiver does not comply with Section 319, or if applicable Section 321, the receiver 
is guilty of an offence.  The offence may be prosecuted summarily or on indictment and the 
penalties are set out in Section 145 of the Companies Act 1990, as amended. 

The CRO prioritises its limited enforcement resources towards the key compliance measure 
of securing the filing of Section 125 of the Companies Act 1963 annual returns and financial 
statements by companies.  No prosecutions have been instituted by the CRO in respect of filing 
of receivers’ abstracts. 

Section 322 (1)(a) and (2) of the Companies Act 1963 provide that if a receiver fails to file 
returns, accounts or other documents which he is required to do by law, and fails within 14 
days of the serving of a notice requiring him to do so, a creditor or member or the Registrar of 
Companies may apply to the court for an order directing the receiver to make good the default 
within such period as may be specified in the order.

It is a criminal offence pursuant to section 242 of the Companies Act 1990 knowingly or 
recklessly to notify false information to the CRO on statutory forms.  The CRO has no prosecu-
tion function in respect of section 242 offences.  This offence is prosecutable summarily by the 
Office of Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) and prosecutable on indictment by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

05/11/2013WRR03650Seed Capital Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRR03700400. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
procedure for applying for funding under the seed and venture capital scheme; the processing 
time for applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46139/13]

05/11/2013WRR03800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The new Seed 
and Venture Capital Scheme 2013-2018 was committed to in Budget 2013 for investment in 
high potential start-up and scaling companies.  I announced the launch of the new Scheme and 
a first open and competitive call for expressions of interest from Venture Capital Funds on 31 
May 2013.  This was a key 2013 Action Plan for Jobs target for Q2 2013 and included a com-
prehensive set of guidelines for Venture Capital Funds. 

Under the first call for expressions of interest Enterprise Ireland had the objective of com-
mitting up to €100 million to Venture Capital Funds targeting investment in the wider ICT and 
life sciences sectors.

At its October meeting the Board of Enterprise Ireland committed €99.5m to a number of 
Venture Capital Funds following the conclusion of an extensive and in-depth evaluation and 
due diligence process.  When the successful funds have closed and completed fundraising and 
commenced investing in companies they will be individually announced. 
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05/11/2013WRS00150Microenterprise Loan Fund Expenditure

05/11/2013WRS00200401. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 224 of 22 October 2013, the number of groups invited to tender 
for the role of developing the microenterprise loans fund; the number short listed; the dates on 
which the procurement exercise was conducted; and if he will confirm that it was consistent 
with the highest standards in public procurement.  [46145/13]

05/11/2013WRS00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment developed proposals for the Microenterprise Loan Fund, in close consultation with rele-
vant stakeholders, (including the Department of Finance, the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, the European Investment Bank, and practitioners already in the area of Microfi-
nancing), on foot of a clear commitment in the Programme for Government.  As the relevant 
expertise, both internal and external to the Department, was available to assist and advise on the 
development of the fund no further external groups were invited to tender for the development 
of proposals.  The result of the Department’s work, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, 
led to the Government deciding to legislate to establish the Microenterprise Loan Fund and 
Microfinance Ireland in 2012.

05/11/2013WRS00350Microenterprise Loan Fund Development

05/11/2013WRS00400402. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
role played by Social Finance Foundation in the consultation to establish the Microenterprise 
Loan Fund; if this body made direct recommendations to his Department; and if he will make 
these recommendations public.  [46146/13]

05/11/2013WRS00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Social Finance 
Foundation (SFF) is a not-for-profit company (limited by guarantee and having no share capi-
tal) that acts as a wholesale supplier of funding for social finance which was launched in 2007 
by the last Government.  Social finance is about the availability of loan finance at affordable 
interest rates primarily to community-based projects.  These projects, which generate a social 
benefit, often experience difficulties in accessing loans from mainstream lending institutions. 
SFF, as a wholesale lender in the social finance arena, operates through Social Lending Organi-
sations (SLOs) that it funds, to work with, and ultimately lend to, the borrowers.

On foot of the Programme for Government my Department developed the Microfinance 
proposal, in close consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the Department of Finance, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the European Investment Bank, and more 
detailed discussions with practitioners already in the area of Microfinancing.  As an existing 
Government initiative in this arena, SFF was part of the development process.    

The Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) on the Microenterprise Loan Fund was published in 
April 2012 in advance of the enactment of the Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 2012 and Micro-
enterprise Loan Fund Scheme 2012.  It details in full Government thinking on Microfinance at 
that time.

05/11/2013WRS00550Health and Safety Regulations

05/11/2013WRS00600403. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will confirm that the Health and Safety Authority retains powers conferred by the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 in respect of the operations of Irish Water and agents con-
tracted by it to carry out installation works of water meters; if not, if he will indicate the way 
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construction works undertaken by Irish Water and its agents are to be monitored to a satisfac-
tory safety standard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46161/13]

05/11/2013WRS00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation I have responsibility for workplace health and safety legis-
lation.

The implementation and enforcement of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 
(No. 10 of 2005), has been delegated to the Health and Safety Authority, an agency under the 
aegis of my Department.  Under this legislation the definition of a place of work includes any, or 
part of any, place (whether or not forming part of a building or structure), land or other location 
at, in, upon or near which, work is carried on whether occasionally or otherwise.

I can confirm, accordingly, that the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005 applies to 
Irish Water and all other employers/contractors engaged in activities relating to the installation 
of water meters and that the Health and Safety Authority retains all powers conferred on it by 
the Act.

Under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005, duties are placed on employers in 
regard to the retention and preservation of the health and safety of their employees, and simi-
larly to others including non-employees either present at a place of work under the control of 
the employer or employees not in the direct employment of the employer responsible for the 
place of work.  As with all workplaces any works carried out by Irish Water in respect of the 
installation of water meters may be the subject of a workplace health and safety inspection. 
Similarly, as with all employers, the company will be required to prepare and maintain a written 
risk assessment relating to all work practices and the outcome of this risk assessment must be 
taken into account in the preparation, by the company, of its safety statement.

Additionally, as the work of Irish Water in relation to the installation of water meters will 
involve construction work as defined by the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) 
Regulations, 2013 (S.I. No. 291 of 2013), this legislation will also apply to the construction 
work being undertaken.  This legislation also falls within the remit of the Health and Safety 
Authority and in particular, the duties of the client will apply to Irish Water.

05/11/2013WRS00750Work Permit Applications

05/11/2013WRS00800404. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the position 
regarding an application for a green card in respect of a person (details supplied). [46378/13]

05/11/2013WRS00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased 
to advise the Deputy that a permit issued in respect of the person named on 29th October 2013.

05/11/2013WRS00950Enterprise Support Schemes

05/11/2013WRS01000405. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there are grants available from agencies under his Department’s aegis specifically for compa-
nies looking to increase the amount of sales and marketing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46413/13]

05/11/2013WRS01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Anyone in-
terested in starting or expanding their business should, in the first instance, contact their local 
County and City Enterprise Board (CEB).  The CEBs support the indigenous micro-enterprise 
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sector in the start-up and expansion phases and stimulate enterprise potential at local level.  
They are the first port of call in terms of advice, direction, training and, in certain circumstanc-
es, grant support for anyone who wishes to start or expand a business.  Contact details for the 
CEBs are available on www.enterpriseboards.ie.

Work is well underway to transform the support infrastructure for small and micro busi-
nesses, which will see the CEBs as presently constituted, dissolved and re-formed as Local 
Enterprise Offices within Local Authorities, working under the direction and guidance of the 
new Enterprise Ireland Centre of Excellence.  This will ensure that Ireland has an enhanced, 
seamless and benchmarked support and progression pathway for small and micro business.  I 
am confident that this reform will bring about a new level of engagement and interaction at both 
national and local level in relation to enterprise support and economic recovery and growth, and 
will result in an enhanced, more consistent and coherent set of enterprise supports with positive 
effects in terms of start-up numbers and increased employment.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients 
through all stages of the business development cycle.  These include supports for job creation 
and where appropriate, capital investment.  The main EI Grant offers available to client compa-
nies that are seeking to expand include the following:

      - Going Global Grant - A grant for market research costs to assist companies that have 
successfully established businesses in Ireland who wish to explore opportunities to interna-
tionalise as a route to growth;

  
       - Internationalisation Grant – A grant to support the costs of researching and exploring 

new international business opportunities;

  - Job Expansion Fund - Funding towards the recruitment of new employees;

- Tailored Company Expansion Packages - support for companies who are planning   to 
undertake an ambitious expansion that will create employment and grow sales in international 
markets.  The nature of the package will be determined through discussions with Enterprise 
Ireland.

The specific nature and level of support offered to EI client companies depends on the indi-
vidual company’s development needs and is assessed in consultation with their EI Development 
Adviser.  Development Advisers work with companies to:

- discuss business development needs;

- provide impartial confidential advice on business plans;

- provide information on the wide range of financial and business development supports 
available from Enterprise Ireland;

- guide client companies through the application process for relevant supports;

- make companies aware of sectoral events and networks of relevance to their business.

Funding decisions are broadly determined by the need for financial support for the project; 
potential employment and sales growth; previous funding provided to the company and, the 
regional location of the company.

Companies who are not currently Enterprise Ireland clients, but who wish to contact the 
Agency, can do so via the “Get Export Ready” Helpdesk at: 01 7272829 or visit the website at: 
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http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/Export-Assistance/Get-Export-Ready.

05/11/2013WRS01150Trade Agreements

05/11/2013WRS01200406. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
measures that are provided for in the EU/Canada Trade Agreement to protect the Irish and Eu-
ropean beef and pork sectors, in view of the major concessions on beef and pork ceded by the 
EU to Canada in the Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46486/13]

05/11/2013WRS01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The political 
agreement reached on the key elements of a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) between the EU and Canada was announced on 18 October 2013 by EU Commission 
President Barroso and Canadian Prime Minister Harper.  There will now be further technical 
discussions based on this political agreement, which are necessary to finalise the legal text of 
the agreement. 

As regards agricultural products, there were concessions on both sides–that is part and par-
cel of negotiation.  Both the EU and Canada have sensitivities in agricultural products.  These 
sensitivities were among the last key issues to be finally agreed, after very long and tough 
negotiations.  Technical discussions will now take place to agree how to phase in the new agri-
culture concessions that have been granted by both sides.  I will seek to ensure that these are as 
advantageous as possible to our national interests.

I would like to point out that Irish agri business exporters also stand to gain from the hard 
won concessions provided by Canada.  For example Canada will open for the EU a new bilater-
al quota of 18,500 tonnes of cheese, eliminate its tariffs on imports of milk protein concentrate, 
eliminate virtually all tariffs on processed agricultural products and wipe away import taxes on 
over 92% of agriculture tariff lines, from the first day the agreement takes effect.  These are very   
significant concessions to the EU made by Canada and especially in its sensitive dairy sector.  

The final market access agreement in agriculture contributed to both sides concluding a 
trade agreement that covers virtually every aspect of economic activity, and is an extremely im-
portant one for Ireland.  It is the first comprehensive trade agreement with an historically close 
trade and economic partner and is a landmark deal between our two transatlantic economies. 

It is especially important given the close ties of family, history and culture that connect Ire-
land with Canada, which will help Irish entrepreneurs and innovators use the opportunities that 
the agreement offers, to the fullest possible extent.    

The opportunities presented by the Agreement could add over €200 million to Ireland’s cur-
rent €2.7 billion bilateral trade with Canada, thus creating more jobs and contributing to our 
economic recovery.

05/11/2013WRS01350IDA Site Visits

05/11/2013WRS01400407. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of times since January 2012 that companies looking to invest in Ireland have been 
shown industrial units in an area (details supplied) in County Dublin as potential sites to set up 
business; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46707/13]

05/11/2013WRS01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that the data on site visits by potential investors is tracked on a county by county 
basis.  Balbriggan is part of county Dublin and, in the period from January 2012 to date, there 
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have been a total of 372 site visits by potential investors to the Dublin area – City and County.
As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial.  Leading glob-
al corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world standard 
physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated professional 
and business support services.  Dublin is recognized as one of Europe’s leading business loca-
tions and has been a spectacular success in terms of Foreign Direct Investment as it hosts many 
of the world’s leading companies such as Google, eBay, PayPal, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
Microsoft, Oracle, Pfizer, Amgen, IBM, Citi and Accenture.  

There are 511 IDA client companies employing 60,793 people in permanent employment 
and a further 5,449 in part-time and contract positions in Dublin City and County.  Dublin tradi-
tionally has been a centre for manufacturing industry for FDI but in recent years there has been 
a shift away from manufacturing (due to cost competitiveness) to more knowledge based higher 
value added projects in fund management, e-Commerce, Software and high-end back office.  To 
support this development IDA is working closely with educational authorities.

As is evidenced with IDA Ireland investment announcements over the past number of years, 
a significant number of investments locate in Dublin each year.  A typical example of the type 
of investment being announced for Dublin is the announcement on 18th February 2013 that 
Facebook, Inc. is to create more than 100 new jobs at its international HQ,  Facebook Ireland, 
updating its status to 500 jobs in Dublin as it continues its current phase of expansion.  The 
company currently employs around 400 people in a broad range of roles including user opera-
tions, advertising, sales, policy and safety.

05/11/2013WRS01550Regional Aid

05/11/2013WRS01600408. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
position regarding the designation of the south east NUTS 3 region for regional state aid since 
the region clearly meets both the GDP and unemployment eligibility criteria as outlined under 
the European Commission’s new guidelines on regional state aid for 2014-2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46962/13]

05/11/2013WRS01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Regional 
Aid Guidelines enable the State’s industrial development agencies to pay grants, at enhanced 
rates, to businesses in order to support new investment and new employment in productive 
projects in Ireland’s most disadvantaged regions.  This helps the convergence of these regions 
with the more advantaged regions of the Union.  All such grants come from the exchequer, i.e. 
there is no EU or other external funding. 

The new guidelines were adopted by the Commission on 19 June 2013, and will enter into 
force on 1 July 2014.  As a result, the current guidelines that were due to expire at the end of 
this year are to be extended for a six month transition period. 

During the Regional Aid Guideline process thus far, my Department has consulted relevant 
stakeholders including various Government Departments, the industrial development agencies, 
Údarás na Gaeltachta, Forfás, the Central Statistics Office, the Border Midland and Western 
Regional Assembly, the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly, and the eight Regional Au-
thorities, and this consultation is ongoing.

It will not be possible to include all regions in the map. Instead, qualifying regions up to a 
maximum of 51.28% of the total population can be included.  My officials are currently com-
piling the most up to date economic data for each region and county, including the South East 
NUTS 3 Region, in order to determine which areas will qualify for inclusion in a revised Re-
gional Aid Map for Ireland. Relevant data includes comparative unemployment levels and GDP 
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by county.  Once this data has been compiled and analysed, qualifying regions will be included 
in the new map.  This must be agreed by Government and submitted to the Commission by the 
end of June, 2014. 

05/11/2013WRS01750Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRS01800409. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Depart-
ment’s Budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47080/13]

05/11/2013WRS01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As published 
in the 2014 Expenditure Report on 15th October 2013 the table below details the 2013 and 2014 
Net Exchequer funding applicable to my Department.

  - Total Capital* Current 
Estimate 2013 €760.589m €451.50m €309.089m
Estimate 2014 €732.074m €440.50m €291.574m
Difference - €28.50m (-3.7%) -€ 11.00m -€ 17.515m
* I am confident that the provision in the 2014 Expenditure Report will be enhanced by car-

ryover of capital savings from 2013, which will be reflected in the Revised Estimates.  This will 
ensure that the requisite supports are in place in my Department in 2014 to continue the work 
of turning around the jobs market and returning growth to the economy.

05/11/2013WRS01950Community Employment Schemes

05/11/2013WRS02000410. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she intends 
to put all community employment schemes, rural social schemes and TUS schemes under the 
umberella of the county councils; if he will state when this will happen; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45847/13]

05/11/2013WRS02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion directs, funds, and manages a range of work placement and training initiatives in pursuit of 
Government policies, particularly Pathways to Work.  Community employment is the primary 
scheme through which training associated work placements is delivered via a network of over 
1,000 community and voluntary companies and bodies across the country.  The rural social 
scheme is focused primarily at underemployed small farmers and Tús is a community work 
placement initiative for those out of work for 12 months or more.  Both are delivered by local 
development companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta.  The Deputy will be assured that I have not 
proposals to alter the delivery arrangements as suggested.  The Deputy should note that the 
Department is constantly working to improve the effectiveness of all of its schemes in light of 
the demands to enhance outcomes for those who are unemployed.  This may include looking at 
new and improved delivery structures in the future.

05/11/2013WRS02150Social Insurance Issues

05/11/2013WRS02200411. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding people who are 66 years of age or older with regard to charging PRSI on rental income 
from 2014; if the person is exempt from this measure; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46210/13]

05/11/2013WRS02300515. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection regarding PRSI 
liabilities on unearned income, as introduced in the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2013, if 
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this measure will require those with unearned income to make a self-assessed return to Rev-
enue; if liabilities will be charged on gross or net income, for example, in the case of an acciden-
tal landlord with a buy-to-let property, where the rental income does not cover the cost of the 
outstanding mortgage, either interest only or interest and capital, whether their liabilities will 
be calculated on income or profits, if any exist; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46286/13]

05/11/2013WRS02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
411 and 515 together.

Generally persons between 16 years and under pensionable age are liable to PRSI on all of 
their different forms of income.  

All workers pay PRSI on their earnings from employment or self-employment.  In the case 
of individuals who have more than one income source, PRSI is generally paid on all forms of 
income.  For example in the case of an employee who also has earned income from self-em-
ployment e.g. taxi driver, he pays PRSI as a self-employed contributor on the profits from the 
taxi driving plus on any other unearned income he might have e.g. rental income. 

 Up to 2013 certain exemptions applied to specific groups.  The removal of the exemption 
in relation to modified rate contributors with income from a trade or profession was introduced 
in the Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 and the removal of the 
exemption in respect of employed contributors and occupational pensioners under age 66 years 
whose only additional income is unearned income is being provided for in the Social Welfare 
and Pensions Bill 2013.  

This means that, with effect from 1 January 2014, unearned income such as rental income, 
investment income, dividends and interest on deposits and savings of the individuals who were 
previously exempt, will be liable to PRSI at 4%, provided the person is a chargeable person in 
accordance with the Revenue definition.  

A chargeable person does not include a PAYE taxpayer (i) who does not have other income 
or (ii) who has an element of other insignificant income that is fully taxed through the Office of 
the Revenue Commissioners PAYE system (Revenue regard amounts not exceeding €3,174 as 
insignificant).  Individuals with income exceeding €3,174 must pay and file under Revenue’s 
self-assessing system. 

This income will be chargeable at the Class K PRSI rate of 4%.  This new PRSI charge 
will not give rise to any additional social insurance benefits.  Individuals may however qualify 
separately for social insurance entitlements based on PRSI paid on other sources of income i.e. 
PRSI paid on income from their employment.

In general the rules which apply to income for taxation purposes also apply to income for 
the purposes of charging PRSI.  Therefore the income on which PRSI is applied will, in general, 
be the same as that for charging of tax.

PRSI is payable by any person over the age of 16 years and under pensionable age who is in 
employment or self-employment.  Generally at pension age a person is no longer liable to PRSI 
on any income regardless of its source.  Accordingly those over pension age who have rental 
income will not be affected. 

05/11/2013WRS02450Social Insurance Rates

05/11/2013WRS02500412. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the employer PRSI at the lower rate will return to 8.5% from January 2014 at the expiry of the 
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special rate of 4.25%.  [46373/13]

05/11/2013WRS02600484. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider reversing the increase to PRSI for lower paid workers from 4.25% to 8.5% if job growth 
stalls or unemployment for that grouping rises; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45946/13]

05/11/2013WRS02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
412 and 484 together.

The halving of the 8.5% employer rate to 4.25% was implemented on a 2½ year time limited 
basis, as part of the Jobs Initiative, to apply from 1 July 2011 until 31 December 2013.  The 
4.25% employer PRSI rate currently applied to employees with weekly earnings of €356 or less 
will therefore revert to the original 8.5% rate from 1 January 2014.  This is already provided 
for in legislation.  

Retaining the 4.25% rate in 2014 would reduce the expected PRSI yield to the Social Insur-
ance Fund by €195 million in a full year.  As the reversion of the Employer PRSI rate to 8.5% 
is provided for in legislation, it has already been built into the PRSI income base for 2014 and 
subsequent years.

05/11/2013WRS02750Birth Certificate Issues

05/11/2013WRS02800413. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to the 
2010 report on Legal Aspects of Family Relationships recognising and recommending that the 
problem of presumption of paternity be addressed in legislation to allow the mother to make 
a declaration that their husband is not the father and that this would allow them to register the 
child, her plans to bring forward legislative provisions in relation to this issue; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46456/13]

05/11/2013WRS02900415. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the options open to a 
parent who cannot sign the birth certificate of their child because their partner is not legally 
separated from their former spouse  [47012/13]

05/11/2013WRS03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
413 and 415 together.

Under section 46 of the Status of Children Act 1987, there is a presumption that the spouse 
is the father of a child.  Section 22 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 requires that, in order to 
support a declaration that the spouse is not the father of the child, it is required to have separa-
tion, divorce or nullity papers, a rebuttal from the spouse that he is not the father, or a court 
order that names a man other than the spouse as the father.  In the case where the spouse is not 
contactable and in the absence of legal documentation a situation arises where the birth cannot 
be registered unless the spouse is registered as the father of the child.

The Department is examining ways to address this situation and is currently working with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government and the Department of Justice and 
Equality in relation to this issue.

Any proposed changes to the Civil Registration Act, 2004 will be contained in the Civil 
Registration (Amendment) Bill which I hope to publish early next year.

05/11/2013WRS03050Register of Solemnisers

05/11/2013WRS03100414. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person 
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who operates a wedding business can become registered as a civil registrar or solemniser of 
marriages under the secular heading; the criteria that would apply in such a case; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46997/13]

05/11/2013WRS03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Civil Registration Act 2004, 
as amended by the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012, outlines the categories of bodies 
and organisations, including secular bodies,that may apply for registration of persons on the 
Register of Solemnisers.  

Section 45A of the Act states that a secular body must be in existence for at least five years, 
be an organised group of people who have secular, ethical and humanist beliefs in common, 
have a minimum of 50 people and meet on a regular basis.  The body must have an entitlement 
to an exemption under section 207 or 208 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 and cannot have 
the making of profit as one of its main purposes. 

In addition, there is a list of organisations which are deemed, for the purposes of the Bill, not 
to be secular bodies, including chambers of commerce, organisations that are political, sporting/
athletic, trade union/representative in nature and bodies that promote purposes that are unlaw-
ful, are contrary to public policy or morality, in support of terrorism or terrorist activities or for 
the benefit of an organisation of which membership is unlawful.

Once a body or organisation has been approved by an tÁrd-Chláraitheoir to register persons 
on the Register of Solemnisers, it can nominate a person to solemnise marriages on its behalf.  
The body or organisation sign a certificate indicating that, in their opinion, the nominated per-
son is a fit and proper person to solemnise a marriage and confirming that the nominee has been 
selected, trained and accredited by the secular body in accordance with their procedures.  

A nominee can only be entered on the Register of Solemnisers following the approval of an 
tÁrd-Chláraitheoir.

Only employees of the Health Service Executive may be appointed as registrars.

Question No. 415 answered with Question No. 413.

05/11/2013WRS03350Family Income Supplement Eligibility

05/11/2013WRS03400416. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who 
works part-time over 19 hours per week and is in receipt of partial jobseeker’s allowance or 
benefit may successfully claim family income supplement; the reasons entitlement to family 
income supplement is based on the P60 for the past year in view of the many persons who may 
have their full-time working hours reduced during the year, losing a significant proportion of 
their income; if she intends to introduce more flexible arrangements in this regard; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [45610/13]

05/11/2013WRS03500417. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered 
extending eligibility for family income supplement to families where parents cannot work by 
reason of disability or invalidity or in cases whereby one parent is in receipt of carer’s allow-
ance for the other parent; the number of families that would benefit from such an extension of 
the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45611/13]

05/11/2013WRS03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
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416 and 417 together.

Family income supplement (FIS) is an in-work cash support for employees with families on 
low earnings.  It tackles in-work poverty and provides an incentive to employment as opposed 
to welfare dependency.  The estimated expenditure on FIS for 2013 is expected to be about 
€229 million in respect of some 42,000 families.  An increased budget of €282 million has been 
provided for FIS in Budget 2014.

To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment 
which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per 
fortnight or 19 hours per week.  A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the 
qualification criteria.  For low income workers with less than the minimum hours of employ-
ment for FIS and working on a casual basis up to and including 3 days per week, jobseeker’s 
schemes provide in-work income support through daily disregards and tapered withdrawal of 
payments.

Current Social Welfare legislation provides that FIS and jobseekers benefit/allowance can-
not be paid to a person in respect of the same period.  However, a person in receipt of FIS   
whose work pattern changes can collect jobseekers benefit/allowance instead of their FIS for 
weeks where they are out of work, if this is financially more beneficial to them.  In this situation 
payment of FIS is suspended for the weeks the person is claiming jobseekers benefit/allowance.  
The FIS payment resumes again for the weeks that the person is working.  The person must 
continue to satisfy the condition of working at least 19 hours per week or 38 hours per fortnight 
to avail of this arrangement.

A P60 is one of a number of documents required in order to determine average assessable 
earnings.  It is normal practice to look at an applicant’s and a spouse/civil partner/cohabitant’s 
earnings over a long period of time from their P60.  However, if the applicant/spouse/civil 
partner/cohabitant have only recently commenced or changed employment or had a change to 
the conditions of their employment, such as reduced hours, average assessable earnings would 
normally be calculated on the earnings since the relevant conditions changed.

An integral part of the FIS scheme is that once the level of payment is determined, it contin-
ues to be payable at that rate for a period of 52 weeks, provided that the person remains in full 
time employment. An advantage of this approach, which is unique to the FIS scheme, is that 
claimants can be certain that they will receive a guaranteed level of income support throughout 
the period. This certainty is important to the success of the scheme in providing an incentive to 
low-paid workers with families to avail of employment opportunities.

Persons who cannot work by reason of disability or invalidity are not eligible for this scheme 
as they are not engaged in full-time remunerative employment as an employee. However, once 
FIS has been granted, a claimant can claim illness benefit for up to 6 weeks, and it does not af-
fect their entitlement.  If a person is absent from work through illness for more than 6 weeks, 
payment of FIS is suspended until they return to work or until their FIS award period expires.  
Similarly persons in receipt of carer’s allowance are not eligible for FIS as they do not fulfil 
the employment condition but instead provide full time care and attention for another person or 
persons.  I have no plans to provide for the overlapping of these payments with FIS. 

I established an Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare, to recommend cost-effective 
solutions as to how employment disincentives can be improved and better poverty outcomes 
can be achieved, particularly child poverty outcomes.  The Group is currently considering in-
work supports and the interaction of the tax and social welfare systems, and I look forward to 
receiving the final report and subsequent public discussion of its recommendations.
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05/11/2013WRS03650Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRS03700418. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in County Donegal that will be affected by the changes announced in Budget 2014 in rela-
tion to the social welfare payments for the under 25’s; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45612/13]

05/11/2013WRS03800435. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the research 
produced or commissioned by her Department that informed the reduction in jobseeker’s allow-
ance to persons aged between 22 and 25.  [45758/13]

05/11/2013WRS03900436. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the advice or 
opinion given by the European Commission on the reduction in jobseeker’s allowance pay-
ments to the 22 to 25 year olds in Budget 2014.  [45759/13]

05/11/2013WRS04000437. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
jobseeker’s allowance claimants that her Department estimated will be affected by the changes 
to jobseeker’s allowance for the 22 to 25 age group in Budget 2014 each year for 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2017.  [45760/13]

05/11/2013WRS04100442. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed savings from the decision to reduce jobseekers’ allowance for young unemployed persons 
aged 23-24 in 2014; the basis for calculation of those savings; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45789/13]

05/11/2013WRS04200443. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed savings from the decision to reduce jobseekers’ allowance for young unemployed person’s 
aged 25 in 2014; the basis for calculation of those savings; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45790/13]

05/11/2013WRS04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
418, 435 to 437, inclusive, 442 and 443 together.

As part of the Budget package this year changes have been made to the job seekers scheme 
for job seekers under 26 years of age.  These changes are expected to deliver estimated savings 
of approximately €32 million in 2014 or €72m in a full year.  It is my intention to incentivise 
young jobseeker’s allowance recipients to avail of education and training opportunities and to 
minimise the risk of them becoming welfare dependent from a young age.  Such rates in respect 
of younger jobseekers were first introduced in 2009.

By extending the €100 jobseeker’s allowance rate to ages 22, 23 and 24 the changes provide 
that claimants in this age bracket will be €60 better off if they engage in education or training 
such as the back to education programme as they will then receive €160 per week. Persons aged 
25, had previously been subject to no financial incentive measure, will now receive €144 per 
week.  These individuals will generally be €16 better off if they engage in education or training 
as they will now receive €160 per week.

The decision to reduce the amount of jobseeker’s allowance payable to young jobseekers 
was made on foot of on-going consideration of unemployment and activation policy by Gov-
ernment.  The changes are targeted measures aimed at protecting young people from welfare 
dependency.

I believe that it is necessary to provide young jobseekers with a strong financial incentive to 
engage in education or training or to take up employment. If they do not improve their skills, it 
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will be much more difficult for them to avail of job opportunities as the economy recovers and 
they are at risk of becoming long term unemployed from a young age.  

Under the new economic governance rules each Member State must submit the following 
year’s budget to the EU Commission in October.  The EU Commission will then publish an 
opinion no later than 30th November. The Department of Finance would have submitted a re-
port to the Commission and to date the European Commission has not published their opinion 
in relation to Ireland’s Budget 2014 package.  

However, it should be noted that jobseeker’s allowance is a special non-contributory benefit 
for the purposes of EU Regulations.  This status allows jobseeker’s allowance to be paid exclu-
sively under domestic legislation and only in the country of residence.    

In preparation for the forthcoming implementation of the Youth Guarantee, Budget 2014 
contained an additional €46 million to support a number of initiatives aimed at young people. 
These include;

- reducing the threshold (in terms of duration of unemployment) for JobsPlus eligibility 
from 12 months – to 6 months or less – in the case of young people;

- an additional intake of 1,500 young people on to the very successful JobBridge scheme;

- ensuring that 1,000 places on the Tús scheme are targeted at young people;

- developing a pilot programme to support young unemployed people to take up opportuni-
ties under schemes such as Your First EURES Job; and

- ring-fencing a minimum of 2,000 training places for under-25s by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills, under a follow-up to the successful Momentum programme that operated in 
2013, with income support for participants being provided by my Department; and

- Furthermore the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation will invest in the region 
of €2.5m next year in making funds available to young entrepreneurs via Micro finance Ireland 
and other business start-up schemes.

These measures are in addition to the significant existing spend of approximately €170 mil-
lion per annum on employment, training and further education programmes for young people.

The changes to the jobseeker’s allowance scheme are due to take effect from 15 January 
2014.  It is not possible to determine, on a county by county basis, the numbers of claimants 
who will be affected. However, the table below illustrates the estimated number of recipients 
affected by the change to the jobseeker’s allowance scheme in 2014, 2015, 2016 and in a full 
year;

Year Estimated recipients affected
2014 13,767
2015 22,756
2016 28,193
Full year 31,577

05/11/2013WRS04350Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRS04400419. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in County Donegal who will no longer be eligible for the telephone allowance after the 
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changes announced in Budget 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45613/13]

05/11/2013WRS04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently in excess of 
395,000 customers eligible for the telephone allowance with a total estimated cost in 2013 of 
€48 million.  The cost of the telephone allowance scheme has risen each year and the number 
of eligible customers has increased very significantly.  In 2007 there were some 316,000 people 
receiving the Telephone Allowance compared to almost 396,000 at the end of September this 
year, an increase of 25%.  Each year almost 10,000 extra customers become eligible for the al-
lowance because of the increased number of pension recipients.  My overall concern in recent 
Budgets has been to protect the primary social welfare rates in the face of increasing numbers 
of recipients.  This is particularly relevant in the context of older people.  As a consequence, 
difficult choices had to be made in relation to the continuation of some secondary benefits.  The 
nature of the telephone market has been transformed since the introduction of the allowance in 
1978 with several companies now providing a range of good value rates and bundled services 
including television, broadband and telephone and pay-as-you-go mobiles.   

There are currently 17,171 customers in Co. Donegal in receipt of the telephone allowance 
either by way of a direct credit on their bill or by way of cash payment and the allowance will 
be discontinued with effect from 1 January, 2014.

Question No. 420 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRS04650Household Benefits Scheme

05/11/2013WRS04700421. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons in 
receipt of the telephone allowance, as part of their household benefits package; and the number 
who will be able to continue to use their personal alarms that require a telephone line when this 
package is withdrawn.  [45686/13]

05/11/2013WRS04800499. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the process that must 
be followed by her Department to give effect to changes in the household benefits package an-
nounced in Budget 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46068/13]

05/11/2013WRS04900504. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
impact of the proposed changes in the social welfare and pensions Bill (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [46162/13]

05/11/2013WRS05000519. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to retain the 
household benefits package in future budgets; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46325/13]

05/11/2013WRS05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
421, 499, 504 and 519 together.

The overall concern of the Government in this and previous budgets has been to protect the 
primary weekly social welfare rates.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core 
payments is critical in relation to protecting people from poverty.  To allow us to protect these 
core payments, we have had to look very carefully at other additional payments.  The cost of 
the telephone allowance scheme had risen each year with the number of eligible customers also 
increasing significantly.  In 2007 there were some 316,000 people receiving the Telephone Al-
lowance compared to almost 396,000 at the end of September this year, an increase of 25%.  
Each year almost 10,000 extra customers become eligible for the allowance because of the 
increased number of pension recipients.
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I am keenly aware of the impact on the Department’s customers and particularly those who 
are living alone.  While we are ending the telephone allowance we have been able to keep at the 
same rates the other elements of the household benefits package, including the free electricity/
gas allowance and the free television licence.  We have also retained the fuel allowance, free 
travel and the living alone increase.  I am not in a position at this time to make any commit-
ments in relation to future budgets.

Of course it is important to be aware that Ireland’s pensioners as a group have the lowest 
consistent poverty rate and, as a group compared to the rest of the population, are least likely 
to be at risk of poverty-pointing to the adequacy and importance of the State pension.  Between 
2004 and 2011, consistent poverty for older people (those over 65) fell from 3.3% to 1.9%.  The 
‘at risk of poverty’ rate for people in that age group also reduced from 27.1% to 9.7% over the 
same period.

The monthly allowances under the household benefits package are a contribution towards 
the cost of services; they are not intended to meet those costs in full.  The ending of the tele-
phone allowance of €9.50 per month (or about €2.20 per week) will not result in the automatic 
removal of any landline service linked to a personal alarm.  Indeed, since the Budget announce-
ment, I am aware that one telephone company has advertised that they will cover the value of 
the allowance.  I would hope that other telephone companies will consider this.

The telephone allowance was introduced at a time when telephones were expensive and un-
common and a landline service was the only option available to the customer.  The market has 
changed enormously since the introduction of the allowance, with several companies providing 
a range of services and rates with bundled services including television, telephone and broad-
band and pay-as-you-go mobiles.  There are also personal security services that use mobile 
technology rather than land lines.

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government operates the seniors 
alert scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such as personal alarms, 
smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without sufficient means to con-
tinue to live securely in their homes.  The budget allocation for 2013 was €2.35 million.  There 
has been no reduction in this funding in Budget 2014.

As regards the process to give effect to the changes, the household benefits package is an 
administrative scheme under the authority of the Minister for Social Protection.  It is adminis-
tered by officials in my Department on the basis of publicly available operational guidelines.  
Following the Government decision as announced in the Budget, my Department amended the 
operational guidelines for the household benefit package. All information regarding the scheme 
has been updated on the Department’s website and the Citizens Information website and a 
frequently asked questions section has been provided. The Department’s information booklets 
have also been updated.  The telecommunications companies were advised of the changes and 
community and social partners were briefed on the evening of the Budget.  My officials are 
currently working on the information technology changes   which will be required to effect the 
changes.

     Question No. 422 withdrawn.

School Meals Programme

05/11/2013WRT00300423. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection where the addi-
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tional 100 breakfast clubs, as announced in budget 2014, will be located; the way the scheme is 
administered generally; if schools may apply to be included in the scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [45706/13]

05/11/2013WRT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The school meals programme pro-
vides funding towards the provision of food services for disadvantaged children through two 
schemes.  The first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities 
and part-financed by the Department.  The second is the school meals local projects schemes 
through which funding is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary 
community groups who run their own school meals projects.  The Government has allocated 
an additional €2 million for the school meals programme in 2013, providing a total allocation 
of €37 million.

Under the school meals local projects scheme, funding is provided towards breakfast/snack, 
lunch and/or dinner clubs. In the academic year 2012/13 there were approximately 550 break-
fast/snack clubs funded under the school meals local projects scheme out of a total of over 
2,000 food clubs.  Priority for funding under the school meals locals projects scheme is given 
to schools which are part of the Department of Education & Skills’ initiative for disadvantaged 
schools, ‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ (DEIS).  Schools can apply to the 
Department to participate in the scheme.

In addition to the schools meals programme, the Department, through its child and social 
inclusion policy division, provided funding of €22,500 in the form of a social inclusion grant 
to Healthy Food for All (HFfA) in 2013.  The purpose of this funding is to support programme 
activities aimed at improving access to a healthy and affordable diet.  The HFfA’s breakfast 
club initiative is one of a number of programme activities co-ordinated nationally by HFfA to 
address food poverty in local schools and communities.  This food poverty initiative adds value 
to the Government’s investment in the school meals programme. 

In Budget 2014, I announced the provision of additional breakfast clubs to support school 
going children in disadvantaged areas.  Officials in the Department are examining how best this 
can be progressed in 2014.

Disability Allowance Appeals

  424. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on dis-
ablement benefit appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45709/13]

05/11/2013WRT00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that there is no record of a Disablement Benefit appeal having been received 
from the person concerned.  However a Disability Allowance appeal by the person concerned 
was registered in that office on 30th September 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the ap-
peals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on 
the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have been received from the Department, the case 
in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRT00700425. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
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issue on an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
1; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45714/13]

05/11/2013WRT00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
22nd  October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Appeals Issues

05/11/2013WRT00900426. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection when the appeals 
office will respond to correspondence sent in August by a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45724/13]

05/11/2013WRT01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence in-
cluding that adduced at the oral hearing, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned.  
Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and 
may only be reviewed in the light of additional evidence or new facts.  

I am advised that the person concerned has submitted additional evidence and that the Ap-
peals Officer has agreed to review the case.  The Appeals Officer reviewed the additional evi-
dence submitted and has upheld his original decision.  The person concerned was notified in 
writing of the outcome of this review on 30th October 2013.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

JobBridge Internship Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRT01100427. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reasons persons 
in receipt of farm assist are not considered eligible for inclusion in the JobBridge scheme.  
[45730/13]

05/11/2013WRT01200453. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young person’s under 25 currently participating in the JobBridge programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45804/13]

05/11/2013WRT01300471. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide a breakdown by county and in the case of Dublin by post-code of the number of persons 
who have participated in or are currently participating in the national JobBridge scheme per 
year since the scheme was introduced; the number of participants who participated or are cur-
rently participating on their JobBridge scheme with a school, hospital, Government, State or 
public body either wholly or partially funded by the State; the number of JobBridge internships 
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that have been filled with local authorities; the number of interns in each of the above categories 
who were retained by the public institution or body upon completion of the internship; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [45836/13]

05/11/2013WRT01400479. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any criteria 
in place regarding the time limit a company with a JobBridge position can advertise it for, and 
if there is any criteria regarding the obligation for the said company to respond to applications 
or hold interviews for the position; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45892/13]

05/11/2013WRT01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
427, 453, 471 and 479 together. 

Farm Assist is not one of the qualifying payments for JobBridge.  Individuals do not need to 
be available for work to be in receipt of Farm Assist. Jobbridge participants must be available 
to undertake at least thirty hours work per week.

As at 30th October, 2013, 6,384 individuals aged under 25 years have voluntarily partici-
pated in JobBridge, of whom 4,745 have finished their internship and 1,637 are currently on 
JobBridge internships.  This is in line with my commitment to giving youth unemployed the op-
portunity to gain new skills and experiences to bridge the gap to the rest of their working lives.

The following tables give the breakdown of JobBridge participants, and participants in the 
local authorities.  21% of all placements to-date have been in public sector bodies.  This equates 
to 4,847 internships.  Of the 4,847 placements in the public sector, 1,341 jobseekers are cur-
rently on the scheme and 3,506 jobseekers have finished their placements in the public sector.

The Indecon evaluation of JobBridge found that there is a higher rate of employment among 
participants who completed their internships in private sector organisations.  However, encour-
agingly 41.2% of all participants who undertook their internship in a public sector organisation 
progressed into paid employment.  The high rates of progression into employment among pub-
lic sector interns also show that the experience that interns gain in public sector host organisa-
tions facilitates them in gaining employment.

Internships are advertised on the JobBridge website for eight weeks.  The scheme is vol-
untary and the decision to interview or how to interview candidates is a matter for the host 
organisation.  

Table 1 – Total JobBridge Participants 2011 (by County/Dublin Postcode)

County Grand Total
CARLOW               60
CAVAN              38
CLARE         81
CORK CITY                   306
CORK COUNTY                 90
DONEGAL              105
DUBLIN 1                    110
DUBLIN 10                   15
DUBLIN 11                   35
DUBLIN 12                   67
DUBLIN 13                   5
DUBLIN 14                   33
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County Grand Total
DUBLIN 15                   86
DUBLIN 16                   11
DUBLIN 17                   23
DUBLIN 18                   64
DUBLIN 2                    429
DUBLIN 20                   6
DUBLIN 22                   37
DUBLIN 24                   58
DUBLIN 3                    29
DUBLIN 4                    77
DUBLIN 5                    7
DUBLIN 6/6W 40
DUBLIN 7                    43
DUBLIN 8                    52
DUBLIN 9                    35
DUBLIN NORTH COUNTY - FINGAL 64
DUBLIN WEST COUNTY          3
DUN LAOGHAIRE - RATHDOWN   67
GALWAY CITY                 134
GALWAY COUNTY               83
KERRY                87
KILDARE           111
KILKENNY             42
LAOIS               37
LEITRIM  16
LIMERICK CITY 97
LIMERICK COUNTY             80
LONGFORD             32
LOUTH              93
MAYO               73
MEATH                66
MONAGHAN           58
OFFALY        35
ROSCOMMON            24
SLIGO  85
TIPPERARY  (NORTH)    49
TIPPERARY (SOUTH)    71
WATERFORD CITY              83
WATERFORD COUNTY           42
WESTMEATH          99
WEXFORD             102
WICKLOW           98
Grand Total 3773
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Table 2 – Total JobBridge Participants 2012 (by County/Dublin Postcode)

County Grand Total
CARLOW               118
CAVAN              122
CLARE         204
CORK CITY                   591
CORK COUNTY                 291
DONEGAL              352
DUBLIN 1                    257
DUBLIN 10                   16
DUBLIN 11                   65
DUBLIN 12                   176
DUBLIN 13                   14
DUBLIN 14                   70
DUBLIN 15                   186
DUBLIN 16                   24
DUBLIN 17                   48
DUBLIN 18                   122
DUBLIN 2                    742
DUBLIN 20                   27
DUBLIN 22                   92
DUBLIN 24                   157
DUBLIN 3                    59
DUBLIN 4                    199
DUBLIN 5                    23
DUBLIN 6/6W 99
DUBLIN 7                    109
DUBLIN 8                    200
DUBLIN 9                    92
DUBLIN NORTH COUNTY - FINGAL 151
DUBLIN WEST COUNTY          33
DUN LAOGHAIRE - RATHDOWN   188
GALWAY CITY                 458
GALWAY COUNTY               194
KERRY                291
KILDARE           336
KILKENNY             171
LAOIS               151
LEITRIM  44
LIMERICK CITY 285
LIMERICK COUNTY             198
LONGFORD             73
LOUTH              220
MAYO               218
MEATH                228
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County Grand Total
MONAGHAN           155
OFFALY        120
ROSCOMMON            69
SLIGO  173
TIPPERARY  (NORTH)    111
TIPPERARY (SOUTH)    197
WATERFORD CITY              255
WATERFORD COUNTY           86
WESTMEATH          218
WEXFORD             280
WICKLOW           215
Grand Total 9573

Table 3 – Total JobBridge Participants 2013 to date (by County/Dublin Postcode)

County Finishers Currently  on In-
ternship

Grand Total

CARLOW               33 82 115
CAVAN              41 91 132
CLARE         56 159 215
CORK CITY                   225 384 609
CORK COUNTY                 89 171 260
DONEGAL              72 219 291
DUBLIN 1                    97 126 223
DUBLIN 10                   5 31 36
DUBLIN 11                   31 55 86
DUBLIN 12                   56 123 179
DUBLIN 13                   7 11 18
DUBLIN 14                   19 42 61
DUBLIN 15                   72 127 199
DUBLIN 16                   11 12 23
DUBLIN 17                   18 33 51
DUBLIN 18                   44 84 128
DUBLIN 2                    269 388 657
DUBLIN 20                   6 10 16
DUBLIN 22                   37 53 90
DUBLIN 24                   70 106 176
DUBLIN 3                    33 71 104
DUBLIN 4                    57 100 157
DUBLIN 5                    4 14 18
DUBLIN 6/6W 28 60 88
DUBLIN 7                    39 78 117
DUBLIN 8                    75 115 190
DUBLIN 9                    26 68 94
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County Finishers Currently  on In-
ternship

Grand Total

DUBLIN NORTH 
COUNTY - FIN-
GAL

70 111 181

DUBLIN WEST 
COUNTY          

6 23 29

DUN LAOGHAIRE 
- RATHDOWN   

80 101 181

GALWAY CITY                 141 244 385
GALWAY COUNTY               69 131 200
KERRY                86 192 278
KILDARE           107 203 310
KILKENNY             34 81 115
LAOIS               38 86 124
LEITRIM  13 28 41
LIMERICK CITY 93 214 307
LIMERICK COUN-
TY             

61 128 189

LONGFORD             26 36 62
LOUTH              85 156 241
MAYO               76 192 268
MEATH                67 151 217
MONAGHAN           43 128 171
OFFALY        35 85 120
ROSCOMMON            21 58 79
SLIGO  39 136 175
TIPPERARY  
(NORTH)    

39 87 126

TIPPERARY 
(SOUTH)    

41 124 165

WATERFORD CITY              70 134 204
WATERFORD 
COUNTY           

26 75 101

WESTMEATH          72 148 220
WEXFORD             93 183 276
WICKLOW           52 109 161
Grand Total 3,102 6157 9259

Table 4 – Total Local Authority JobBridge Participants to Date

Row Labels Finishers Currently On Internship Grand Total
Carlow County Council 37 12 49
Cavan County Council 20 14 34
Clare County Council 35 5 40
Cork County Council 69 31 100
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Row Labels Finishers Currently On Internship Grand Total
Donegal County Council 64 20 84
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 8 6 14
Fingal County Council 3 9 12
Galway County Council 67 14 81
Kerry County Council 18 7 25
Kildare County Council 1 1
Kilkenny County Council 5 1 6
Laois County Council  9 3 12
Leitrim County Council 10 6 16
Limerick County Council 26 2 28
Longford County Council 1 1
Louth County Council 1 2 3
Mayo County Council 24 20 44
Meath County Council 16 4 20
Monaghan County Coun-
cil

13 12 25

North Tipperary County 
Council

36 11 47

Offaly County Council 7 7 14
Roscommon County 
Council

7 3 10

Sligo County Council 34 15 47
South Dublin County 
Council

7 2 9

South Tipperary County 
Council

16 6 22

Waterford County Council 54 15 69
Westmeath County Coun-
cil

11 1 12

Wicklow County Council 11 11
Grand Total 607 229 836

JobBridge Programme

05/11/2013WRT01600428. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the anomaly that exists within the JobBridge scheme and those who have been 
working voluntarily; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that many of those who 
have been working for free to try to further their careers cannot take up on JobBridge positions, 
as they have not been claiming a qualifying social welfare payment, and are losing out as a 
result; if she will review a case of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary relating to 
this issue; if she will take steps to tackle this unfairness; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45736/13]

05/11/2013WRT01700449. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the addition-
al weekly payment young jobseekers aged 23-24 and aged 25 will receive under the proposed 
new rates for jobseeker’s allowance if they participate in JobBridge; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45796/13]
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05/11/2013WRT01800470. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
on JobBridge is not entitled to fuel allowance when the income is low (details supplied); if she 
will consider extending this payment to those on JobBridge; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45833/13]

05/11/2013WRT01900578. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Social Protection when the JobBridge pro-
gramme will be extended to a maximum of three internships for a maximum cumulative period 
of 18 months; the maximum length of a single internship remaining nine months; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46996/13]

05/11/2013WRT02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
428, 449, 470 and 578 together. 

JobBridge is targeted at those in receipt of certain Social Welfare payments and those sign-
ing for credits for at least 3 months (78 days) out of the previous 6 months.  Persons who do not 
satisfy these criteria are not eligible to participate in the scheme.  

A jobseeker participating on a JobBridge internship will receive a weekly top-up payment 
of €50 in addition to their existing social welfare payment. 

If an individual on a JobBridge internship was in receipt of the fuel allowance at the time 
of taking up the JobBridge internship the person would retain the fuel allowance.  A person in 
a household participating on a JobBridge internship would not debar an eligible applicant from 
the fuel allowance.  One fuel allowance only may be paid per household.

It is anticipated that the changes relating to the number and maximum cumulative duration 
of internships will take effect within the coming weeks.  Full details of these changes will be 
published on the home page of the JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie.

Question No. 429 withdrawn.

Disability Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRT02200430. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be expedited; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45750/13]

05/11/2013WRT02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I can confirm that an application 
for disability allowance (DA) was received from the person concerned on 12 February 2013.  
Following an appeal, the application was approved on medical grounds.  The application was 
subsequently referred to a social welfare investigator (SWI) for a means investigation.  A deci-
sion on the person’s entitlement to disability allowance will be made on receipt of the social 
welfare investigator’s report and the person will be notified directly of the outcome.  

In the meantime, if the person’s means are insufficient to meet his needs, he should apply for 
supplementary welfare allowance from his local community welfare officer.

Community Employment Schemes Data

05/11/2013WRT02400431. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the implica-
tions of budget 2014 on the community employment schemes, the local training initiatives and 
the community training centres; and if he will detail any reductions in budget allocations for 
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these schemes as a whole or for the individual projects currently funded under these schemes.  
[45754/13]

05/11/2013WRT02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Budget 2014 has no implications 
for participants on the Community Employment programme.  The budgeted places will remain 
at 25,300 in 2014.

The Local Training Initiative programme and Community Training Centres come under the 
remit of the Department of Education.

Youth Guarantee

05/11/2013WRT02600432. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if the €32 mil-
lion projected savings arising from the changes to jobseeker’s allowance for the under 26 year 
olds in budget 2014 will be spent to provide additional labour activation measures for the under 
25s; if she will outline these additional measures; and the number of persons who will benefit 
from these measures.  [45755/13]

05/11/2013WRT02700433. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she intends to 
combine and ring-fence the €14 million youth guarantee allocation announced in budget 2014 
with the €32 million savings arising from the reduction in jobseeker’s allowance payments to 
the 22 to 25 age group.  [45756/13]

05/11/2013WRT02800438. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
extra labour activation places that will be provided by her Department in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 
2017 to the under 25 age group; and the total cost of these places. [45761/13]

05/11/2013WRT02900468. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide a detailed breakdown per programme and scheme for youth employment initiatives 
comprising the €46 million which was included in press briefing from her Department on 15 
October 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45820/13]

05/11/2013WRT03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
432, 433, 438 and 468 together.

In order to develop and implement a plan to give effect to the EU recommendation for a 
Youth Guarantee in Ireland, the Department of Social Protection has set up an interdepartmen-
tal Youth Guarantee Implementation Group with officials and programme managers from the 
Department of Education and Skills, the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs.  The terms of reference for this group are to review the current range of youth employment 
services in Ireland, to assess what measures are appropriate to deliver the Youth Guarantee in 
Ireland and to develop an implementation plan for approval of Government and transmission to 
the EU before the end of the year. 

As an initial step towards preparing for implementation of the guarantee, provision has al-
ready been made in Budget 2014 for:

- increasing provision under the JobsPlus scheme for persons aged less than 25 years. 

- an additional intake of 1,500 young people on to the very successful JobBridge scheme

- ensuring that 1,000 places on the  Tús scheme are targeted at young people
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- developing a pilot programme to support young unemployed people to take up opportuni-
ties under schemes such as Your First EURES Job

- ring-fencing a minimum of 2,000 training places for under-25s by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills, under a follow-up to the successful Momentum programme that operated in 
2013, with income support for participants being provided by my department

- the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation making funds available to young entre-
preneurs via Micro finance Ireland and other business start-up schemes.

In aggregate this involves an expenditure of c €46m on the initiatives announced in Budget 
2014.  

With regard to the funding of this expenditure, Deputies will be aware that the Department 
of Social Protection is reducing its expenditure by a total of €290m in 2014.  This saving is 
being achieved across a range of subheads and facilitates the increased provision of places for 
young people within the overall Government spending limits.

In addition to these provisions in Budget 2014, young people will continue to benefit  from 
places already available under schemes such as the Back to Education Allowance scheme, Job-
Bridge, VTOS and Youthreach, as well as the provision of training programmes for unem-
ployed people funded by Solas.  

In total it is expected that these programmes will provide over 91,000 opportunities for new 
participants in 2014.  Of these places just over 20,200 are specifically earmarked for young 
people.  This represents an increase of 4,000 places earmarked for young people over 2013, by 
additional provision on JobBridge, Tús and JobsPlus.  In addition young people will continue 
to have access to other full time schemes totalling c. 58,000 places. 

No decisions have been taken as yet with respect to provision for 2015 and later years.

Labour Activation Projects

05/11/2013WRT03100434. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number 
of labour activation places provided by her Department on a monthly basis from October 2012 
to October 2013 inclusive broken down by places taken up and places left vacant. [45757/13]

05/11/2013WRT03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion provides labour activation places on a number of programmes.  Figures for participation 
on the main such programmes for the end of each month from September 2013 to September 
2012 are contained in the following Table 1.  The figures for October 2013 are not yet available. 

The concept of vacant places on a monthly basis is not meaningful in the context of most of 
these schemes.  The budget provision for these schemes is based on an estimate on the number 
of places for the year as a whole.  For some schemes the number of places available is essen-
tially demand-led (e.g. Back to Education Allowance, Back to Work Enterprise Allowance, 
JobBridge), and therefore the notion of ‘vacant places’ has limited relevance.

The revised annual Budget 2013 expenditure estimates for the schemes, together with the 
relevant underlying participation projections, are set out in the following Table 2. 

The Deputy will be aware that there are also a number of activation schemes involving fur-
ther education/training that are not listed here as they come under the remit of the Department 
of Education & Science.
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Table 1: Number of Participants of Working Age on Employment Support programmes 
- Sep 2012 to Sep 2013

Scheme\
Support

Sep-
12

Oct-
12

Nov-
12

Dec-
12

Jan-
13

Feb-
13

Mar-
13

Apr-
13

May-
13

Jun-
13

Jul-
13

Aug-
13

Sep-
13

Back To 
Education 
Allow-
ance 

21,974 28,747 30,819 30,886 30,805 30,571 32,296 32,830 22,830 13,837 12,077 11,392 22,702

Back To 
Work Al-
lowance 

10,965 10,919 10,884 10,811 10,812 10,747 10,650 10,485 10,406 10,325 10,413 10,377 10,259

Part-
Time Job 
Incentive 
Scheme

190 190 215 215 215 215 215 256 258 258 258 258 172

Com-
munity 
Employ-
ment Pro-
gramme 
(exclud-
ing super-
visors)

21,243 21,174 21,102 21,081 21,063 21,075 21,172 21,188 21,252 21,144 21,341 21,426 21,560

Tús - 
Comm. 
Work 
Place-
ment 
Scheme

4,432 4,491 4,522 4,543 4,510 4,601 4,839 4,837 5,059 5,448 5,768 6,301 6,740

Rural 
Social 
Scheme

2,549 2,594 2,593 2,591 2,589 2,585 2,537 2,558 2,531 2,532 2,513 2,544 2,545

JobBridge 4,892 5,236 5,503 5,532 5,565 5,832 5,948 6,030 6,137 5,934 5,488 5,309 5,603

Table 2: Revised Annual Budget 2013 Estimates for Employment Supports

Expenditure Breakdown 2013 REV Projected participant num-
bers

 WORKING AGE - EM-
PLOYMENT SUPPORTS

€’000

Back to Education Allow-
ance

189,300 23,000 (year-end)

Community Employment 
Programme

351,550 23,000 (average, excluding 
supervisors)

Back to Work Allowance 126,400 12,150 (average)
National Internship Scheme 
- JobBridge

81,760 8,500 (year-end)

Tús - Community Work 
Placement

96,200 7,500 (year-end)

Rural Social Scheme 45,000 2,750 (average)
JobsPlus 2,070 2,500 (year-end) 

  Questions Nos. 435 to 437, inclusive, answered with Question No. 418.

  Question No. 438 answered with Question No. 432.
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Respite Care Grant Data

05/11/2013WRT03500439. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is satisfied 
that her Department is automatically paying the respite care grant to all recipients of carer’s 
allowance and half-rate carer’s allowance; if her attention has been drawn to any cases where 
persons have had to contact her Department after not getting the grant and if so, the number of 
cases approximately; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45764/13]

05/11/2013WRT03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Respite Care Grant is an annu-
al payment made to carer’s by the Department of Social Protection.  The grant is paid automati-
cally to all recipients of carer’s allowance and half rate carer’s allowance who are in payment 
on the first Thursday of June each year.  Every claim which is in payment on this date automati-
cally gets the respite care grant payment.  The only exception to this is a small number of cases 
where a domiciliary care allowance has been stopped the previous month which automatically 
places a stop on the respite care grant.  If this is not noticed within the short timeframe between 
the end of May and the first Thursday of June the respite care grant will not issue automatically.  
In 2013 approximately 70 such cases occurred out of a total of approximately 45,000 carer’s 
allowance recipients entitled to the respite care grant.  These recipients received their respite 
care grant within days of contacting the Department.

Question No. 440 withdrawn.

Live Register Data

05/11/2013WRT03800441. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of persons under 26 years of age who are in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s 
benefit, supplementary payments pending jobseeker’s allowance and jobseeker’s benefit and 
signing on for credits at each social welfare office here; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45788/13]

05/11/2013WRT03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information in relation to 
supplementary payments pending jobseekers allowance and jobseekers benefit being paid at 
each Social Welfare Local Office is not ordinarily maintained within my Department.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to persons under 26 on the Live Reg-
ister where available is listed in the following tabular statement.  The Live Register count is 
slightly higher than the number of recipients in the jobseeker’s allowance and jobseeker’s ben-
efit schemes as it includes claims awaiting decision and certain other categories of claims not 
in payment.

 Number of persons under 26 years on the Live Register by scheme at 31 October 2013.

County Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Jobseeker’s 
Credits Only

Totals

Achill 60 4 1 65
Apollo House 333 22 6 361
Ardee 320 19 1 340
Arklow 573 33 4 610
Athlone 715 65 7 787
Athy 479 27 1 507
Balbriggan 683 74 3 760
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County Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Jobseeker’s 
Credits Only

Totals

Ballina 588 45 633
Ballinasloe 430 29 4 463
Ballinrobe 113 11 124
Ballybofey 626 30 656
Ballyconnell 206 8 1 215
Ballyfermot 765 51 4 820
Ballymun 752 32 2 786
Ballyshannon 267 18 2 287
Baltinglass 262 27 4 293
Bandon 167 17 184
Bantry 156 15 2 173
Bantry Control 
Office

25 5 30

Belmullet 148 7 1 156
Birr 451 26 2 479
Bishop Square 1,293 108 5 1,406
Blanchardstown 1,255 120 9 1,384
Boyle 141 10 1 152
Bray 719 80 3 802
Buncrana 794 29 823
Cahir 210 22 3 235
Cahirciveen 98 15 113
Carlow 760 41 3 804
Carrickmacross 204 15 1 220
Carrick-on-
Shannon

378 24 3 405

Carrick-on-Suir 279 21 5 305
Carrigaline 270 34 2 306
Cashel 207 12 219
Castlebar 419 41 2 462
Castleblayney 270 21 2 293
Castlepollard 206 19 2 227
Castlerea 268 17 285
Cavan 1,088 60 1 1,149
Claremorris 229 22 251
Clifden 166 11 1 178
Clonakilty 129 16 1 146
Clondalkin 1,712 126 2 1,840
Clones 114 9 123
Clonmel 531 44 3 578
Cobh 197 15 2 214
Coolock 1,030 87 1 1,118
Cork 2,894 241 9 3,144
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County Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Jobseeker’s 
Credits Only

Totals

Dingle 68 18 86
Donegal 219 45 3 267
Drogheda 1,121 87 3 1,211
Dundalk 1,312 79 4 1,395
Dunfanaghy 249 14 263
Dungarvan 335 31 2 368
Dungloe 271 17 4 292
Dun Laoghaire 783 84 7 874
Edenderry 447 41 488
Ennis 861 60 4 925
Enniscorthy 832 57 1 890
Ennistymon 229 21 250
Fermoy 398 29 427
Finglas 1,134 84 3 1,221
Galway 1,697 156 7 1,860
Gorey 644 45 4 693
Gort 194 27 221
Kells 310 14 4 328
Kenmare 52 15 67
Kilbarrack 817 85 7 909
Kilkenny 896 56 1 953
Killarney 267 44 1 312
Killorglin 163 23 1 187
Killybegs 148 40 1 189
Kilmallock 382 30 5 417
Kilrush 263 12 275
Kings Inns 
Street

1,144 90 12 1,246

Kinsale 91 16 2 109
Letterkenny 1,362 58 3 1,423
Limerick 2,397 124 4 2,525
Listowel 471 19 2 492
Longford 879 55 3 937
Loughrea 351 37 388
Macroom 206 22 1 229
Mallow 421 30 451
Manorhamilton 117 5 122
Maynooth 900 124 12 1,036
Midleton 335 41 5 381
Monaghan 304 38 3 345
Muine Bheag 282 18 1 301
Mullingar 888 61 2 951
Navan 793 56 10 859
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County Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Jobseeker’s 
Credits Only

Totals

Navan Road 993 60 4 1,057
Nenagh 460 32 4 496
Newbridge 1,558 127 10 1,695
Newcastle west 489 40 2 531
Newmarket 222 29 4 255
New Ross 520 35 6 561
Nutgrove 575 87 10 672
Portarlington 657 30 2 689
Portlaoise 786 66 6 858
Rathdowney 191 13 1 205
Roscommon 219 17 1 237
Roscrea 239 15 1 255
Skibbereen 165 20 185
Sligo 787 58 4 849
Swinford 248 11 1 260
Swords 620 97 6 723
Tallaght 2,212 147 5 2,364
Thomas Street 752 35 787
Thomastown 210 14 1 225
Thurles 518 46 5 569
Tipperary 284 15 3 302
Tralee 918 65 2 985
Trim 487 40 4 531
Tuam 491 27 1 519
Tubbercurry 152 15 1 168
Tulla 199 12 211
Tullamore Con-
trol Office

784 44 6 834

Tullow 241 22 5 268
Waterford 1,763 122 12 1,897
Westport 225 24 2 251
Wexford 1,105 94 1 1,200
Wicklow 374 26 2 402
Youghal 252 20 2 274
Total live reg-
ister

68,709 5,338 342 74,389

         Questions Nos. 442 and 443 answered with Question No. 418.

Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

05/11/2013WRU00300444. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons under 25 years of age, in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit for less than six 
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months; for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less 
than 24 months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 
months; those in receipt for more than 36 months and less than 48 months; those in receipt for 
more than 48 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45791/13]

05/11/2013WRU00400445. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons aged 25 years, in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit for less than six months; 
for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less than 24 
months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 months; 
those in receipt for more than 36 months and less than 48 months; those in receipt for more than 
48 month; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45792/13]

05/11/2013WRU00500446. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons aged 25 years, in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit for less than six months; 
for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less than 24 
months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 months; 
those in receipt for more than 36 months and less than 48 months; those in receipt for more than 
48 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45793/13]

05/11/2013WRU00600447. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons aged 25 years, in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit for less than six months; 
for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less than 24 
months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 months; 
those in receipt for more than 36 months and less than 48 months; those in receipt for more than 
48 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45794/13]

05/11/2013WRU00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
444 to 447, inclusive, together. 

 The total number of young persons under 25 years of age in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit at 
the end of September 2013 was 3,153. The total number of young persons aged 25 years of age 
in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit at the end of September 2013 was 1,149.   A detailed breakdown 
of this number by age and duration is contained in the following tabular statement.  Duration is 
based on days elapsed since registration of jobseeker’s benefit claims and thus periods of casual 
employment, among other payment categorisations, are included in the duration periods.

Jobseeker’s Benefit Recipients broken down by Age & Duration at the end of September 
2013.

Age <6mths 6-12mths 1-2yrs 2-3yrs 3-4years >4years Total
18 4 0 0 0 0 0 4
19 16 4 0 0 0 0 20
20 50 12 0 0 0 0 62
21 255 57 9 0 1 0 322
22 506 118 43 2 0 0 669
23 644 200 65 9 0 0 918
24 790 259 94 14 0 1 1,158
25 702 310 110 23 3 1 1,149
Total 2,967 960 321 48 4 2 4,302

Work Placement Programme

05/11/2013WRU00800448. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the addition-
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al weekly payment young jobseekers aged 23-24 and aged 25 will receive under the proposed 
new rates for jobseekers allowance if they participate in Tús; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45795/13]

05/11/2013WRU00900454. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 25 years currently participating on the Tús programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45805/13]

05/11/2013WRU01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
448 and 454 together. 

The current minimum rate of payment on Tús and other DSP work placement programmes 
is €208 per week.  This applies regardless of the age of the participant.  Given the focus the 
Government has placed on expanding interventions in support of young unemployed people, I 
have indicated that a number of measures will be developed for inclusion in our Youth Guaran-
tee plan that will be transmitted to the European Commission later this year.  Among these is a 
commitment to increase the number of younger people participating in Tús to at least 1,000 and 
reserving at least 15% of the 3,000 places available on Gateway for under 26 year olds.

Tús had 794 persons under 25 participating in the middle of October 2013.  The following 
table gives a breakdown of the number of participants on the payroll by age.  The number of 
25 year olds and under as a proportion of the Tús payroll in mid-October was about 12%.  The 
breakdown of participants by age categories remained broadly stable throughout the year.

Age Numbers %
25 1 0.1%
24 160 20.1%
23 192 24.2%
22 172 21.6%
21 155 19.5%
20 98 12.3%
19 17 2.1%
18 0 0.0%
Total 795 100.0%

Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 428.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

05/11/2013WRU01200450. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if the social 
inclusion unit of her Department has undertaken any analysis or research into the impact in 
terms of poverty and social exclusion arising from the reductions in jobseeker’s allowance to 
young jobseekers between 2009 and 2011; if she will publish this documentation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45801/13]

05/11/2013WRU01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A €100 per week rate of jobseek-
er’s allowance was introduced for claimants aged 18 and 19 with effect from end-April 2009.  
This new rate did not apply to certain categories of claimant including:

-  all claimants with a qualified child;
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-  all claimants aged 18 and 19 who were already in receipt of or entitled to a maximum 
weekly rate of €196 per week prior to the introduction of the measure;

-  those making a claim for jobseeker’s allowance where that claim is linked to a jobseeker’s 
allowance claim made within the previous 12 months to which the maximum personal rate ap-
plied;

-  those transferring directly to jobseeker’s allowance from disability allowance; 

-  those transferring to jobseeker’s allowance immediately after exhausting their entitlement 
to jobseeker’s benefit, and

-  certain people who were in the care of the Health Service Executive during the period of 
12 months before he or she reached the age of 18.

The application of the €100 per week rate was extended to those aged 20 and 21 in Budget 
2010 along with the introduction of a new rate of €150 per week for jobseekers aged 22, 23 and 
24.  Provisions exempting certain categories of claimants from the application of the Budget 
2010 measure were also introduced along the lines of those introduced in 2009 for persons aged 
18 and 19. 

While an analysis of the distributive and poverty impact of the main welfare and taxation 
changes in Budgets 2010, including the cumulative impact of those changes in Budgets 2009 
and 2010 was completed subsequent to Budget 2010, it did not include a standalone analysis of 
the jobseeker’s measures detailed above. 

Budget 2014 included measures whereby the application of the €100 weekly rate of job-
seeker’s allowance was extended to certain persons aged up to and including 24 years of age 
and the extension of the €144 weekly rate to certain persons aged 25.  The Social Welfare and 
Pensions, Bill, 2013 currently before the Seanad includes provisions whereby a range of job-
seekers aged 22 to 25 inclusive will not be affected by the new measure.  These include all job-
seekers with children and existing jobseekers aged 22 to 25 inclusive who already are in receipt 
of higher rates of payment.   

My Department is now preparing an analysis of the main Budget 2014 tax and welfare mea-
sures.  This Social Impact Assessment will include an analysis of the distributive and poverty 
impacts of these changes on different family types as well as the impact on at risk of poverty 
levels.  The analysis will include the impact of the introduction of new rates for jobseekers 
aged under 25.  Social impact assessment is an evidence-based methodology which uses a tax/
welfare simulation model developed by the Economic and Social Research Institute to estimate 
the likely distributive effects of budgetary measures on income and social inequalities.  I will 
be examining the analysis when it is finalised and I will publish it in due course.

Departmental Staff

05/11/2013WRU01400451. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of staff in the social inclusion unit in her Department for each of the following years 2008 to 
2013, inclusive; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45802/13]

05/11/2013WRU01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Details of the staffing of the Of-
fice for Social Inclusion for each of the years from 2008 are as shown in the following tabular 
statement. 
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In the period since 2008, there have been a number of changes in the structure and respon-
sibilities of the section which can be summarised as follows:

In 2008 – the section responsible for social inclusion policy also had responsibility for 
policy associated with the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS).

In July 2009 – the former Combat Poverty Agency (CPA) transferred to my department with 
fifteen staff and was combined with the Office for Social Inclusion to form a new section known 
as the Social Inclusion Division.  At this time, responsibility for MABS policy transferred to the 
Citizens Information Board (CIB) and 4 staff from the former CPA joined CIB.

In May 2010 – the Social Inclusion Division transferred to the Department of Community, 
Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs and assumed responsibility for family policy including the Fam-
ily Support Agency. 

In May 2011 – the Social Inclusion Division transferred back to my Department, while fam-
ily policy was moved to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. 

In September 2013 - the Social Inclusion Division took over responsibility for child and 
family income policy.        

 No of posts in the Office for Social Inclusion 

January   
2008

January   
2009

July  
2009

January   
2010

May   
2011

January  
2012

January   
2013

November   
2013

13.8 14.8 29.1 25.1 15.6 12.6 11.6 13.6

Departmental Reports

05/11/2013WRU01600452. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reports 
produced by the social inclusion unit of her Department in the years 2009 to 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [45803/13]

05/11/2013WRU01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Inclusion Division has 
produced a total of 42 reports over the period 2009 to 2013.  The reports are accessible on www.
socailinclusion.ie and www.welfare.ie.

  Question No. 453 answered with Question No. 427.

  Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 448.

JobsPlus Scheme

05/11/2013WRU02000455. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 
only under 25-year olds can access the JobsPlus scheme after six months instead of 12 months 
in view of the decision to reduce jobseeker’s allowance to 25-year olds; if she will review the 
budget decision to exclude 25 year olds from the change in JobsPlus eligibility; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45807/13]

05/11/2013WRU02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobsPlus provides an immediate 
financial incentive to employers who recruit employees from those who are long term unem-
ployed on the live register.  The incentive is payable, on a monthly basis, over a two year period 
while the employee is retained in full time employment.  JobsPlus replaced the Employer Job 
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(PRSI) Exemption and Revenue Job Assist schemes in July this year.  It is more targeted at 
channelling full time job opportunities to the longer term unemployed.  JobsPlus is biased in 
favour of those who are more long term unemployed by setting the value of the incentive at two 
levels: €10,000 over two years to employers who employ a person 24 months or more on the 
live registered, and a reduced rate of €7,500 over two years for those recruited who were 12 to 
24 months on the live register.

In view of the introduction of an EU-wide Youth Guarantee, which is due for implementa-
tion in 2014, my Department will offer younger jobseekers an enhanced range of opportunities 
in the form of internships, participation on employment schemes, subsidised private-sector re-
cruitment, and supports for self-employment.  The full range of youth employment initiatives 
will be set out in the Government’s plan for the implementation of the Guarantee, which is to be 
transmitted to the EU by the end of the year.  My Department is currently working on a range 
of measures, including the measures to incentivise employers to offer more job opportunities to 
young people by reducing the threshold for JobsPlus eligibility from the current 12 months to 6 
month.  Insofar as it is possible, I intend to achieve consistency of approach across the various 
measures that will be introduced for 2014.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

05/11/2013WRU02200456. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the total 
number of applications by young persons under 25 years for jobseeker’s allowance in 2012; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45808/13]

05/11/2013WRU02300457. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications by young persons under 25 years for jobseeker’s allowance where the benefits 
and privilege assessment took place as a result of the applicant living with their parents in 2012; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45809/13]

05/11/2013WRU02400458. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications by young persons under 25 year’s for jobseeker’s allowance which were suc-
cessful in 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45810/13]

05/11/2013WRU02500459. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications by young persons under 25 years for jobseeker’s allowance which were success-
ful where the benefits and privilege assessment took place as result of the applicant living with 
their parents in 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45811/13]

05/11/2013WRU02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
456 to 459, inclusive, together.

Where a person who is under 25 years of age is living with a parent or step-parent in the 
family home, an assessment is made of the yearly value of any benefit and privilege enjoyed 
by that person by virtue of residing with a parent or step parent.  The value of the benefit and 
privilege assessed is based on the level of the parents’ (and their partners) income.

The information requested by the Deputy is not collated by my Department.  However, I am 
informed that in 2012, a total of 73,665 applications for jobseeker’s allowance were received 
from persons under the age of 25.  Of this total, 52,808 were awarded and 1,579 were disal-
lowed on the grounds that the applicant’s means were deemed to be in excess of the prescribed 
limits.  A further 478 applications were disallowed on the grounds that the applicants failed to 
disclose their means to my Department.
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Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

05/11/2013WRU02700460. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years of age who are in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit and also in 
receipt of rent supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45812/13]

05/11/2013WRU02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At end of October 2013 there were 
a total of 63 persons who were in receipt of both jobseekers benefit and rent supplement in this 
age category.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

05/11/2013WRU02900461. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years of age who are in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance and also in 
receipt of rent supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45813/13]

05/11/2013WRU03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At end of October 2013 there were 
a total of 4,129 persons who were in receipt of both jobseekers allowance and rent supplement 
in this age category.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

05/11/2013WRU03100462. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years who are in receipt of the jobseeker’s benefit and also claiming 
for an adult dependent; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45814/13]

05/11/2013WRU03200463. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years who are in receipt of the jobseeker’s allowance and also claim-
ing for an adult dependent; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45815/13]

05/11/2013WRU03300464. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years who are in receipt of the jobseeker’s benefit and also claiming 
for an adult dependent and child dependents; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45816/13]

05/11/2013WRU03400465. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 26 years who are in receipt of the jobseeker’s allowance and are also 
claiming for an adult dependent and child dependents; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45817/13]

05/11/2013WRU03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
462 to 465, inclusive, together. 

 The number of persons aged under 26 in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit or in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance at the end of September are 4,302 and 60,742 respectively.

A breakdown of the number of recipients, adult dependents and child dependents by scheme 
is contained in the following tabular statement.

Number of under 26’s in receipt of Jobseeker’s Benefit and Jobseeker’s Allowance at the 
end of September 2013.
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Scheme Recipients Adult Depen-
dent

Child Depen-
dents Full Rate

Child Dependents 
Half Rate

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

4,302 65 124 107

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance

60,742 4,413 6,181 1,665

    

        Questions Nos. 464 and 465 answered with Question No. 462.

Social Welfare Schemes

05/11/2013WRV00300466. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 33, 17 October 2013, if she will detail each scheme; the number of 
persons under 25 years on each scheme; the budget allocation for each scheme constituting the 
overall spend of €170 million supports to young persons; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45818/13]

05/11/2013WRV00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At present, budget allocations for 
individual schemes do not specify the amounts to be spent on different age groups.

The estimate of current expenditure on relevant programmes was based on estimated up-
take by unemployed young people in 2012 on:- FÁS full-time training for unemployed people 
– 10,000;- The Back-to Education Allowance – 5,000;- JobBridge – 2,600;- Other schemes – 
1,500. 

Based on typical unit costs on each of these programmes overall, the aggregate cost of this 
level of participation by young people in 2012 was estimated at €170 million.  It should be not-
ed that this amount excludes expenditure on Youthreach and Community Training Workshops 
(aimed primarily at early school-leavers aged under 18 years).  In addition, the expenditure 
estimate for the Back-to-Education allowance includes only the income-maintenance element 
funded by the Department of Social Protection – it excludes the actual cost of provision of the 
courses taken up by young BTEA participants.

Final estimates of cost and participants for 2013 will be produced at the end of this year 
when full-year cost and participant estimates (including age-breakdowns) will be available.

Social Welfare Schemes

05/11/2013WRV00500467. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide details of the Your First EURES job pilot programme announced in Budget 2014; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45819/13]

05/11/2013WRV00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): ‘Your First EURES job’ is an 
initiative funded by the EU Commission, the scheme assists young people throughout Europe 
who wish to take up work in another EU/EEA country.  The support provided includes financial 
assistance to both the employee and the employer.  The support includes a contribution to the 
employee towards the cost of travelling to another EU/EEA country to attend interviews and to 
meet accommodation costs in the first few weeks.  The employer may receive funding towards 
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cost of integrating the employee and for language training.  Under this EU funded programme 
the combined maximum amount payable is €3,000.  Plans for implementation of the Youth 
Guarantee are being developed for submission to Government.  As part of this process, the 
Department is considering how Ireland can make best use of “Your First EURES job”.  Full 
details have yet to be finalised or approved by Government but are likely to take the form of a 
pilot programme of a supported period of overseas work experience and training for jobseekers.

 Question No. 468 answered with Question No. 432.

Social Welfare Schemes

05/11/2013WRV00800469. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the way 
many of the 3,000 places announced in December 2012 under the new local authority social 
employment scheme have been filled; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45821/13]

05/11/2013WRV00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Gateway aims to improve the 
employability and maintain the work readiness of those who have been unemployed for 24 
months or more.  In line with Pathways to Work, Gateway will help to bridge the gap between 
unemployment and re-entering the workforce.  The process of identifying work opportunities 
has been underway in each county and city council, including the necessary consultation with 
stakeholders, for some months.  Participants are being selected by a random process conducted 
by the Department of Social Protection from those persons in receipt of a jobseekers allowance 
payment for 24 month or more.  The selected jobseekers are informed that they have been se-
lected and, if they agree, have their contact details passed to the relevant county and city coun-
cil.  The council is responsible for the recruitment of the persons referred by the Department 
having regard to general suitability and skill set and the objectives of Gateway in providing 
opportunities to those will benefit most from such an intervention.

Progress on the roll-out has been slower than anticipated with delays in the main related to 
the on-going staff restructuring processes of county and city councils, the need to engage with 
stakeholders, particularly staff representative bodies and trade unions, and operational matters 
relating to securing resources, identifying work and supervisory cover.  The Deputy will appre-
ciate that my Department has no role in determining the positions that might be made available 
or of internal operational matters within each council area.

Recruitment processes are at varying degrees of roll-out in 22 county and city council areas 
and I am hopeful that the first participants will be on the payroll shortly once Garda Vetting 
procedures have been completed.

Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 428.

Question No. 471 answered with Question No. 427.

Community Welfare Services

05/11/2013WRV01200472. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to her deci-
sion to centralise community welfare officers to larger towns and close rural services, her plans 
to monitor the service; if the public will be asked to fill out a questionnaire at CWO clinics; her 
plans to receive feedback from the public who use these services; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45837/13]
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05/11/2013WRV01300526. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection in relation to the cen-
tralisation of community welfare officers in Intreo offices, if the new offices will provide space 
for private discussion between a local resident and a community welfare officer.  [46374/13]

05/11/2013WRV01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
472 and 526 together.

A key objective of the transfer of the Community Welfare Service from the Health Service 
Executive to the Department on 1st October 2011 was to provide a streamlined and consistent 
service to the customer.  As part of this process and to support the Department’s activation 
commitments under the Pathways to Work Programme and the development of Intreo services 
nationally, it has been necessary to review the administration of all its services across its remit 
including the community welfare service (CWS)

Overall, this is resulting in a rebalancing of resources across the Department’s range of 
activities including the relocation of some staff to main centres, primarily Intreo offices, which 
will provide a full range of services, including the CWS and these will, in general, be available 
in one location.  Each Intreo office will have dedicated space provided for private discussion 
including a privacy booth and/or interview room.  

Where the CWS has been re-structured, alternative arrangements have been put in place to 
ensure that customers are provided with on-going access to the supports provided by the com-
munity welfare service.  In general, this means that the frequency of available public clinics has 
increased, an improved phone service is available and alternative arrangements are in place for 
those who cannot travel, for example due to illness, including arranging a visit to the client’s 
home if necessary. 

The Department’s services are continually monitored and kept under review by manage-
ment taking account of the views of staff, public representatives and users of the service to 
ensure that the best use is made of all available resources with a view to providing an efficient 
service and that these services provided are reconstituted, where necessary, to meet the chang-
ing needs of Irish society.

State Pension (Non-Contributory) Eligibility

05/11/2013WRV01500473. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which means of €102 prevents qualification for the non-contributory Irish State pension in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45844/13]

05/11/2013WRV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy has been informed, 
it is not possible to assess and determine a person’s entitlement to a State pension (non-con-
tributory) until a fully completed application is received in my Department from the person 
concerned.  I understand that the person concerned in already in receipt of a State Pension (con-
tributory).  However, if they wish to apply for a non-contributory pension, an application form 
has been sent directly to the person concerned to the address provided by the Deputy.

Items which count as means and which should be detailed in any application include cash 
income, including British pensions, the value of any property (excluding a person’s own home) 
and the value of any savings and investments, which a person may have.  In order to qualify for 
the State pension (non-contributory) a customer must also be resident in the State.

 Question No. 474 withdrawn.
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Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/11/2013WRV01800475. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a de-
cision will be made on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45849/13]

05/11/2013WRV01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22nd 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 476 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Schemes

05/11/2013WRV02100477. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the way the implemen-
tation of DSP’s new programme JobPath will impact the current funding of the existing local 
employment service, LES, and the continued employment of existing staff that deliver this vital 
service; the timeframe in which LES contracts with the partnership companies will run in 2014 
and 2015; is the Department’s position on the LES becoming becoming aligned with city coun-
cils and county councils under the area partnership companies.  [45868/13]

05/11/2013WRV02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobPath is the working title as-
signed to the Government’s proposed new programme of labour market activation aimed 
specifically at the long-term unemployed and those most at risk of becoming long-term un-
employed.  JobPath will be delivered by third party providers of employment services under 
contract to the Department.  It is intended to publish a contract notice for the procurement of 
JobPath services at the end of this month.  JobPath will supplement and complement existing 
departmental and Local Employment Service (LES) capacity.  It is intended to contract for the 
LES service as heretofore and staffing arrangements will remain the responsibility of the con-
tractors as employers.  The process for 2014 contracts will be finalised over the coming weeks 
and the contract process for 2015 will be finalised towards the end of next year.  The funding 
for 2014 will remain at the same level as the current year.

The alignment process that is being overseen by the Department of the Environment Com-
munity and Local Government and the potential implications for the delivery of Local Employ-
ment Services are currently being considered by an Inter-Departmental Group on which the 
Department is represented.  It is the Department’s intention to continue contracting for Local 
Employment Services under the new structural arrangements.

Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

05/11/2013WRV02300478. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) may take up a place on a community employment scheme; her plans to revise the 



Questions - Written Answers

370

rules surrounding same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45885/13]

05/11/2013WRV02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current referral rules for appli-
cants to Community Employment (CE) positions state that their eligibility to apply for the posi-
tion is established at the time of referral for interview to the CE employer by a DSP Employ-
ment Services or Intreo office.  If the eligible person is successful at interview and is offered and 
accepts the position pending the outcome of Garda vetting (where it is required), the eligibility 
established at the time of referral is retained pending the return of the Garda disclosure, even 
if their Jobseeker’s Benefit payment should cease prior to their CE commencement date.  They 
can commence on CE once their Garda vetting has returned and is satisfactory for the employer. 

Normally a person applying for a CE position has to be in receipt of a qualifying payment 
on the Friday before their CE commencement date (which is always a Monday); however this 
rule was amended when the Garda vetting processing times increased, so as not to penalise 
those in receipt of benefit payments whose payment period exhausted after being successful at 
interview.

Question No. 479 answered with Question No. 427.

Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

05/11/2013WRV02600480. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
firm that applicants for back to education allowance who deferred an offer of a place in 2012 
will be assessed according to 2012 and not 2013 criteria; if exceptional circumstances may ap-
ply in case of a person (details supplied) who deferred, so that this person may avail of back to 
education allowance this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45907/13]

05/11/2013WRV02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This Department provides a wide 
range of second chance educational opportunities for unemployed people, lone parents and 
persons with disabilities. 

New entrants to the back to education allowance (BTEA) scheme are subject to the prevail-
ing qualifying conditions and rates of payment at the time of their inclusion on the scheme.  A 
person who defers an offer of a place on a new course of education for a year, and then applies 
for a BTEA is defined as a new entrant for the purposes of the scheme. 

The person concerned did not qualify for BTEA in 2012 as he did not meet the qualifying 
criteria.  Accordingly he is defined as a new entrant and therefore will be subject to the current 
qualifying conditions and rates of payments of the scheme.

Departmental Customer Charters

05/11/2013WRV02800481. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
replacing the Department’s LoCall numbers with a free phone number to assist members in 
contacting each Department.  [45922/13]

05/11/2013WRV02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department provides a range 
of contact channels for its customers including LoCall telephone numbers, face to face, e-mail, 
SMS (text) and through our website www.welfare.ie.

The Department receives in excess of six million telephone calls a year across its network 
of local offices and headquarters buildings.  LoCall numbers have been in operation across the 
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Department’s scheme areas for many years.  This system has worked successfully in conjunc-
tion with the Interactive Voice Response technology to facilitate customers making contact with 
the appropriate section of the Department, at a low cost to the caller. 

There are no plans to provide a single free phone number across the Department at this time. 

In line with the principles of Quality Customer Service, the Department keeps its contact 
channels options under review in order to make full use of new and emerging technologies to 
broaden the choice of service delivery channels for customers.

Mortgage Repayments Issues

05/11/2013WRV03000482. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection regarding the 
abolition of mortgage interest supplement, announced as part of Budget 2014, if she will ex-
plain, and release to Dáil Éireann, the analysis that was undertaken to determine the impact 
of abolishing the measure on mortgage holders,  that is, the number of mortgages forced into 
default, number of existing agreements between banks and borrowers affected, resultant cost 
benefit ratio, and so on, the results of that analysis; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45932/13]

05/11/2013WRV03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The original purpose of the mort-
gage interest supplement scheme was to provide short term support to eligible people who are 
unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place 
of residence.  The supplement assists with the interest portion of the mortgage repayments only.  
There are currently approximately 10,500 people in receipt of mortgage interest supplement.  
The Government has provided €41.8 million for the scheme in 2013.  The Government wants 
to provide an environment where mortgage holders can pay for and stay in their home but, 
where people have a genuine difficulty in meeting their financial commitments, they will have a 
framework to address and resolve that difficulty in an appropriate and fair way having regard to 
the particular circumstances of the case.  The Government’s strategy to assist those in mortgage 
difficulty is built around the following measures, as recommended in the 2011 Interdepartmen-
tal Mortgage Arrears Working Group (Keane Group), in four main distinct areas:- Lenders pro-
viding sustainable and durable resolution options to their borrowers;- A social housing response 
(Mortgage to Rent);- Comprehensive advice to borrowers;- Personal Insolvency Reform.

In the context of the overall strategy, the continued payment of mortgage interest supple-
ment does little to assist recipients in improving the long term difficulty in addressing their 
mortgage problem and provides little incentive for the lender to provide sustainable solutions.  
The Keane Group’s over-arching theme was that the mortgage interest supplement scheme is 
not an appropriate long term support and should become a time bound payment with an appro-
priate exit strategy to be formulated for the recipient.

As part of the fiscal adjustment required for Budget 2014, provision was made for the dis-
continuation of entitlement to mortgage interest supplement for all new applicants from 1 Janu-
ary 2014.  Existing customers are not affected by this measure and may retain entitlement to 
the scheme over the next four year period.  However, it would be expected that during this four 
year period, existing customers would no longer require this support through sustainable solu-
tions being put in place, securing employment or exit strategies sponsored by the Department 
of Environment, Community and Local Government, namely the Mortgage to Rent scheme.

Under the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, lenders are obliged to put in place Arrears 
Support Units to deal with borrowers under the MARP.  The most appropriate way in which 
customers experiencing short term mortgage difficulties can be supported is through engage-
ment with their lender under this process.  Lenders must explore all options for repayment 
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arrangements in order to determine which options are viable for each particular case.  These 
options include interest only arrangements and deferring payment of all or part of the instalment 
repayment for a period. 

Budget 2012 provided an amendment to the scheme that from mid June 2012 mortgage 
interest supplement is not payable until applicants have agreed with their lender and complied 
with an alternative payment arrangement for a cumulative period of not less than 12 months.  
The numbers on the scheme has continued to reduce since the introduction of this condition 
which indicates that the MARP process has succeeded in addressing customers’ short term fi-
nancial difficulties. 

I am satisfied that the range of supports implemented by this Government, including the 
range of information and guidance resources available, are appropriate in assisting those fac-
ing mortgage difficulties following the discontinuance of the mortgage interest supplement 
scheme.  Further data along the lines requested by the Deputy are not available.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRV03200483. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number 
of full time and part-time jobs which were created directly as a result of the reduction in em-
ployers PRSI for lower paid workers from 8.5% to 4.25% since it came into effect and up until 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45945/13]

05/11/2013WRV03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Overall policy in relation to the 
level of taxation and other costs imposed on business (including employers’ social contribu-
tions) and their impact on the level of employment in the economy is a matter for the Ministers 
for Finance and Jobs Enterprise and Innovation.

  Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 412.

  Questions Nos. 485 and 486 withdrawn.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRV03600487. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin will be 
expedited; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45983/13]

05/11/2013WRV03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
16th October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 488 withdrawn.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRW00200489. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
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domiciliary allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [45985/13]

05/11/2013WRW00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2nd Oc-
tober 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Tax Code

05/11/2013WRW00400490. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
counteract the serious effects resulting from the eradication of the one-parent family tax credit, 
such as increased poverty, resorting to social welfare, and increasingly difficulties for parents 
to meet the costs of raising a family; if investment in affordable child care will form part of the 
initiatives to offset the consequences of the tax credit change; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45988/13]

05/11/2013WRW00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It was announced in Budget 2014 
that, from 1 January, 2014, the one-parent family tax credit will be replaced with a new single 
person child carer tax credit.  The one-parent family tax credit and the change to the single 
person child carer tax credit are the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Finance, 
Michael Noonan T.D. and will be provided for in the Finance Bill (No. 2), 2013.  This new tax 
credit will be to the same value as the current tax credit and will be available to the principal 
carer of a child.  It will continue to act as an incentive for that parent to avail of employment 
opportunities. 

It is not possible to quantify the impact that the introduction of the single person child carer 
tax credit may have on payments made to recipients of the One Parent Family payment (OFP) 
who are the principal carer of their child or children.  However, as is normal practice my Depart-
ment will continue to review cases where a change in circumstances is brought to its attention.

Child care policy, including the delivery and/or expansion of child care services, is the re-
sponsibility of my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald, 
T.D.  The after-school child care scheme announced in Budget 2013 will continue to provide 
subsidised after-school child care places into 2014.  In addition, I have secured the agreement 
of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on a new strand of child care support for custom-
ers of my Department who are participating in the community employment scheme.  This new 
childcare support will be provided via the existing child care education and training supports 
scheme that is currently administered by the Department for Children and Youth Affairs.

Civil Registration Legislation

05/11/2013WRW00600491. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 236 of 22 October 2013, if she will clarify if outdoor civil ceremonies 
in a public place are permitted by the legislation; if the registrar has the authority to decide on 
whether outdoor ceremonies are allowed, if she will clarify the way interested parties might en-
gage with, or contribute to, this debate; if she will clarify if there will be a consultation process 
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in terms of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Bill for those who it affects (details supplied); 
the way relevant parties make their submissions on the issue known; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45992/13]

05/11/2013WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The notification, solemnisation 
and registration of marriages are governed by Part 6 of the Civil Registration Act 2004.  Sec-
tion 51(2) (c) of the Act provides that a registered solemniser “…shall not solemnise a marriage 
unless the solemnisation takes place in a place that is open to the public”.

This is currently taken to mean that the place must be a building that is easily identifiable by 
its address, and that it is open to the public to enter at all reasonable times, but especially on the 
day on which an intended marriage is to be solemnised.

Section 8 of the Act outlines the functions of an tArd-Chláraitheoir. Section 8 (4) states “An 
tArd-Chláraitheoir shall be independent in the performance of his or her functions…” while 
section 8 (5) states “An tArd-Chláraitheoir may do all such acts or things as are necessary or 
expedient for the purpose of the performance of his or her functions…”.

A letter was issued by An tArd-Chláraitheoir after it came to his attention that it was in-
tended to solemnise a number of marriages at private houses and at places where the exact 
locations were uncertain.  The letter was issued to all religious and secular bodies.  Were the 
address for the solemnisation of a marriage to be a private house, or be vague or imprecise for 
example, a large public park, the public policy objective of the provisions of section 51 of the 
Act as decided by the Oireachtas would be defeated.

My Department will keep the procedures regarding the solemnisation of marriages under 
review in the context of the updating of the Civil Registration Act 2004 through the Civil Reg-
istration (Amendment) Bill 2013 which I hope to publish early next year. 

The Department intends to engage with stakeholders on the subject of marriage venues in 
the near future.  The format of this engagement has yet to be decided.

Social Welfare Schemes

05/11/2013WRW00800492. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports her De-
partment offers community associations to employ staff; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46006/13]

05/11/2013WRW00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department makes available a 
variety of supports to employers in support of the Government’s objectives of providing oppor-
tunities for unemployed people to get back into work.  Community companies are eligible for 
supports under the Department’s range of schemes.  These include JobsPlus where a cash sub-
sidy is paid over two years to an employer to recruit a person unemployed for over 12 months; 
JobBridge which provides for internships of nine months duration and a number of schemes 
aimed at supporting people with disabilities into work and the labour market.  Additionally, 
community organisations are able to avail of work placements provided under a number of 
schemes such as community employment, Tús - the community work placement initiative, and 
the rural social scheme, which operates in more rural areas of the country.  Further information 
on the full range of schemes, supports for employers and persons who are unemployed is avail-
able on the Department’s website - www.welfare.ie or by contacting any office of the Depart-
ment.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRW01000493. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
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issue on an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46013/13]

05/11/2013WRW01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has been referred to an Appeals 
Officer, who will make a summary decision based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  I have been advised that if the appeal is to be decided summar-
ily, a decision should issue to the person concerned within the next two to three weeks.  If the 
Appeals Officer decides that an oral hearing is required, this hearing should take place no later 
than the first week in December.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 494 withdrawn.

Appointments to State Boards

05/11/2013WRW01300495. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will name all 
persons appointmented by her to all boards or agencies under the aegis of her Department since 
March 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46023/13]

05/11/2013WRW01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman (which does not have a board) and the Social Wel-
fare Tribunal.

Citizens Information Board

I have made three appointments to the Citizens Information Board (CIB) since March 2011.  

Mr. Eugene McErlean was appointed with effect from 7 September 2011.  This followed an 
advertisement for expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced individuals 
on the Department’s website, www.welfare.ie which invited applicants to register their interest 
through the Public Appointments Service (PAS) website, www.publicjobs.ie. 

The other two appointments did not require public advertisement as one was the Depart-
ment’s representative to the Board, Ms. Fiona Ward, first appointed on 1 November 2011, and 
the other was the CIB’s staff representative to the Board, Mr. David Stratton who was appointed 
on 5 November 2012. 

Pensions Board

No appointments have been advertised or made by me since I took office in March 2011.

Social Welfare Tribunal

The Board of the Social Welfare Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and four ordinary mem-
bers, two of whom are nominated by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) and two by the 
Irish Business and Employers Confederation (IBEC), in accordance with legislation.

Six appointments have been made to the Tribunal since March 2011.  One of the ICTU 
members of the Tribunal resigned in 2011 and, on ICTU’s nomination, a replacement member 
was appointed from 24 October 2011.  All appointments were due for renewal on 4 October 
2012.
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Details of appointments to the Tribunal are listed as follows:

Chairman IBEC ICTU Date of 
appointment

Date of 
re-appointment

- - Chris Rowland 24 October 2011 -
Colin Walker Don O’Higgins

Michael Carr

Chris Rowland

Fergus Whelan

- 5 October 2012

5 October 2012

05/11/2013WRW01450Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

05/11/2013WRW01500496. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of defined 
benefit pension schemes that failed to submit a revised plan to meet the funding standard in 
June 2013; the number of the schemes that did not submit funding proposals that are still out-
standing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46024/13]

05/11/2013WRW01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Funding Standard as set out in 
Part IV of the Pensions Act requires the trustees of defined benefit pension schemes to maintain 
sufficient assets to meet the scheme liabilities in the event of the wind up of a pension scheme.  
Where a scheme fails to meet the Funding Standard, the trustees of the scheme are required to 
submit a funding proposal to the Pensions Board setting out it plan to  restore scheme funding 
levels. 

At the end of 2012, the annual report of the Pensions Board indicated that there were 993 
defined benefits pension schemes.  At the end of June 2013, 93 defined benefit schemes failed 
to submit funding proposals to meet the requirements of the Funding Standard.  At present, 85 
funding proposals are outstanding.

The Pensions Board is in on-going communication with the individual schemes.  Where 
schemes in deficit have failed to submit a funding proposal, the Board is assessing, on a case 
by case basis, whether to make use of its powers under the Pensions Act which can include 
measures such as prosecution of the trustees for non-compliance or issuing a Section 50 order 
(reduction in benefits).

  Question No. 497 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Code

05/11/2013WRW01800498. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on corre-
spondence (details supplied) from Focus Ireland regarding young persons on social welfare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46067/13]

05/11/2013WRW01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Receiving the full adult rate of 
a jobseekers or Supplementary Welfare Allowance payment at a young age, without a strong 
financial incentive to engage in education or training, can lead to welfare dependency from an 
early age.  If they do not improve their skills, they are at risk of becoming long term unem-
ployed from a young age.  Therefore, it is considered necessary to provide young people with a 
strong financial incentive to engage in education or training or to take up employment. 

In order to incentivise young people to avail of education and training opportunities and try 
to avoid them becoming welfare dependent from a young age, the age related changes made to 
Jobseekers Allowance and Supplementary Welfare Allowance rates in 2009 are being extended. 
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This decision was made on foot of on-going consideration of unemployment and incentives 
policy by Government.  This is a targeted measure aimed at protecting young people from wel-
fare dependency.  This measure seeks to incentivise young people towards the skills required 
for the labour market.  We are creating jobs and we want to ensure that our young people are 
well placed to take up these jobs. 

The measure encourages young jobseekers to improve their skills and remain active in the 
labour market in order to avoid the risk of becoming long-term unemployed and will help them 
to progress into sustainable employment on a long-term basis.  Where a person is in receipt of 
a rate of reduced jobseeker’s allowance and he or she participates in a course of education or 
training a higher rate of €160 per week applies.  

In preparation for the forthcoming implementation of the Youth Guarantee, Budget 2014 
contained an additional €46 million to support a number of initiatives aimed at young people.

Focus Ireland have raised issues in relation to reduced rates of jobseeker’s allowance for 
younger persons.  Having regard to these issues it is intended to roll-out a pilot community 
employment programme specifically targeted at affected young persons in emergency accom-
modation.  The aim of this pilot programme will be to provide a pathway for participants out 
of emergency accommodation and provide them with the necessary skills and services to assist 
them to live independently.  It is hoped that results from this pilot programme will inform wider 
policy development with regard to young persons in emergency accommodation.

While the primary issue in this regard is a housing issue rather than one of income sup-
port, the Department of Social Protection has an important role in the delivery of solutions to 
homelessness.  Generally, this role relates to income maintenance where homeless people have 
entitlements to the full range of social welfare schemes subject to the normal qualifying condi-
tions, but the Department also engages in inter-agency responses to homelessness and through 
its work in the Homeless Persons Unit provides assistance to people in sourcing the most ap-
propriate accommodation available.  This ensures that where possible, people are diverted away 
from homeless services and towards community-based supports.  In this context, the Depart-
ment will continue to engage with Focus Ireland, and other stakeholders, in relation to issues 
relating to rates of jobseeker’s allowance for persons under the age of 26.

  Question No. 499 answered with Question No. 421.

05/11/2013WRW02150Ministerial Staff

05/11/2013WRW02200500. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the name, qualifica-
tions and current salary of each political staff member appointed by her. [46093/13]

05/11/2013WRW02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand from the Department 
of the Taoiseach that the part of the question in relation to qualifications has been ruled out of 
order, on the grounds that in compliance with the Ethics/Standards in Public Office Acts, the 
Statements of Qualification in respect of Special Advisors have already been laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas as required and are available for the Deputy’s inspection.  

The name and current salary of the political staff I have appointed are shown in the follow-
ing tabular statement:

Title Name Annual Salary
Special Adviser Edward Brophy €119,572
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Title Name Annual Salary
Press Adviser Paul O’Brien €75,647 (1st Point of PO scale)
Personal Assistant Karen O’Connell €43,715 – 56,060
Personal Secretary Elaine Dooley € 23,820 – 47,755
Civilian Driver Vincent Cahill € 32,964
Civilian Driver Irene Martin € 32,964

The salaries have been reduced in line with the Haddington Road Agreement from 1st July 
2013.  In my role as Deputy Leader of the Labour Party I also have a further support person 
employed by the Labour Party.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRW02400501. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application and appeal for 
carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46108/13]

05/11/2013WRW02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on the 
30th April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 21st October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 502 withdrawn.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRW02700503. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason domi-
ciliary care allowance has been revoked in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Leitrim; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46118/13]

05/11/2013WRW02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received in respect of the person concerned on the 10th December 
2012.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their 
opinion; they considered that the child was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter 
issued on the 20th February 2013 advising of the decision to refuse the allowance.  An appeal 
was subsequently lodged against this decision and they were informed by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 2nd October 2013 that the appeal had not been allowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding and appeals officers 
when they made their decisions, it is open for them to re-apply for the allowance.

  Question No. 504 answered with Question No.421.
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05/11/2013WRW02950Social Welfare Code

05/11/2013WRW03000505. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of times 
in each of the past five years that her Department has required a claimant or, in the case of 
carer’s allowance, a relevant person, to attend or submit to a medical examination as provided 
by the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46174/13]

05/11/2013WRW03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Medical Review and Assess-
ment system is the principal control mechanism for all illness and disability schemes adminis-
tered by the Department of Social Protection.  Medical Assessors carry out desk assessments of 
medical evidence/reports supplies by customers and where required, conduct in-person assess-
ments in order to provide a second medical opinion for the guidance of Deciding and Appeals 
Officers.  All assessments are carried out in accordance with the accepted guidelines of the Irish 
Medical Council.

In considering the medical evidence at desk, opinions regarding eligibility are made on 
a case by case basis.  It is always open to the Medical Assessors to call a customer for an in-
person assessment, if considered appropriate.

In the past five years (see Table 1) the Department has scheduled a total of 267,760 in-
person medical assessments across the various illness and disability schemes including claims, 
appeals and reviews.

Table 1 – Number of In-Person Assessments Scheduled 2008-2012

Period Number of In-Person Assessments Scheduled
2008 60,412
2009 62,177
2010 57,310
2011 50,465
2012 37,396

Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/11/2013WRX00200506. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will allow 
an appeal of an application for an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46177/13]

05/11/2013WRX00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence has allowed the 
appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

05/11/2013WRX00400507. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection where he or she 
is unable to meet the maximum charge per month for the medical card prescription charge of 
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€25, as announced in Budget 2014, if it is possible for a person to make an application for an 
exceptional needs payment under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme to her Depart-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46179/13]

05/11/2013WRX00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off, exceptional and unforeseen expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  It is expected that the 
expenditure on the ENP scheme in 2013 will be in excess of €35 million.  

There is no automatic entitlement to a payment.  ENP’s are payable at the discretion of the 
officers administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all 
the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in 
need of assistance.  

The ENP scheme is not intended to cover circumstances where responsibility rests with 
another Government Department or Agency such as assistance towards prescription charges. 
Responsibility for prescription charges is a matter for the Health Service Executive.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRX00600508. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
an appeal regarding jobseeker’s will be heard in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford. [46198/13]

05/11/2013WRX00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 509 withdrawn.

Community Employment Schemes Review

05/11/2013WRX01000510. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection her views regarding 
realignment of community employment schemes. [46223/13]

05/11/2013WRX01100511. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection the effects the realign-
ment of community employment schemes will have on supervisors and the local sponsor group; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46224/13]

05/11/2013WRX01200512. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
current discussions that are happening between her Department and community employment 
scheme sponsors around the State. [46225/13]

05/11/2013WRX01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
510 to 512, inclusive, together. 

The Department of Social Protection (DSP) is consolidating and improving the provision 
of training and work experience for CE participants who wish to pursue a career in childcare.  
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For CE participants who work directly with children, a dedicated programme comprising 
formal learning and supervised work experience will become a mandatory part of participation.  
This formal learning programme will lead to a FETAC Level 5 Major Award in Early Child-
hood Care and Education.  This is the minimum entry requirement for a Childcare Practitioner.  
The duration of this programme will comprise of 2 years in which the Major Award will be 
completed and one year work practice leading to a maximum 3 year programme overall.  

This programme involves defined standards of achievement, a career progression path, and 
a structure for CE participants in Early Years Services.  These changes are designed to provide 
a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of community childcare and to achieve 
greater coherence between participation on CE and the job market. 

The objectives of this policy are: 

- to ensure that all Community Employment schemes with childcare places will, in the fu-
ture, operate under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) framework and use the 
Síolta standards (the quality standards in childcare) as a developmental tool; 

- to provide CE participants on childcare places who work directly with children with qual-
ity work experience, training, a clear progression path and qualifications in the childcare sector; 
and

- to re-align the allocation of CE childcare places under dedicated childcare schemes with 
the standards outlined by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

There will be no reduction in the number of childcare places supported under CE.  The loca-
tions where CE participants currently work will not change, only their employer will now be the 
dedicated childcare scheme for the area instead of their original CE Sponsor.  Where a sponsor 
loses childcare places to the dedicated childcare scheme, these places can be back-filled with 
non-childcare related CE places.

All CE childcare places will be co-ordinated and managed by a dedicated CE Sponsored 
Childcare Scheme.  The above improvements have been informed by consultation with the De-
partment of Children and Youth Affairs, County Childcare Committees and representatives of 
Scheme Sponsors and Supervisors.

Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

05/11/2013WRX01400513. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm that 
the changes enacted last April to persons in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit reducing the payment 
period from 12 to nine months applies to all recipients whose claim was six months or less in 
duration prior to April; and her views on the fairness and transparency of this change for those 
who had received written confirmation from her Department that their payment would last for 
12 months. [46253/13]

05/11/2013WRX01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Jobseeker’s benefit (JB) is a week-
ly payment to people out of work and covered by social insurance (PRSI).  In 2012 my Depart-
ment spent some €737m on the scheme and at the end of 2012 there were some 85,000 persons 
in receipt of a JB payment.

Budget 2013 provided that the duration for which JB is paid was, with effect from April 
2013, reduced from 12 months to 9 months for recipients with 260 or more contributions paid 
and from 9 months to 6 months for recipients with less than 260 contributions paid. 

The reduction in duration from 12 months to 9 months applied to new claimants from April 
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2013, and existing recipients who, in April, 2013, had been getting JB for less than 6 months. 
The reduction in duration from 9 months to 6 months applied to new claimants from April, 2013 
and existing recipients who, in April, 2013, have been getting JB for less than 3 months. 

Individuals affected by this measure are able to apply for Jobseeker’s Allowance, which is 
subject to a means test.  The rates of Jobseeker’s Allowance are the same as the basic rates of 
JB.  

Legislation provides that, subject to the person having paid 156 or more qualifying contri-
butions and satisfying the general scheme conditions, a person whose JB expires in their 65th 
year will continue to be paid benefit up until the age of 66.  On this basis, workers who suffer 
a substantial loss of employment at age 65 will not be subject to the reductions in duration pro-
vided they have paid at least 156 qualifying contributions. 

The reduction in the duration of JB was introduced given the significant pressure on the 
public finances and the Social Insurance Fund in particular.  The significant shortfall in the 
Social Insurance Fund, which is being met by the Exchequer and the prospect of acceleration 
of this deficit in the future, represented a daunting challenge, which needed to be addressed. 
The introduction of this measure will contribute towards placing the Social Insurance Fund on 
a more sustainable footing in the future.

Social Welfare Appeals Delays

05/11/2013WRX01600514. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection the work under way to 
reduce the delays at the social welfare appeals office in Dublin, particularly those appeals with 
oral hearings.  [46278/13]

05/11/2013WRX01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There has been a rapid and sus-
tained increase in the number of appeals received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 
2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  Up to 2009, the average number of 
appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, the office received 35,484 appeals.  In 
order to manage this increasing workload, significant resources and efforts have been put into 
reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing times for appellants, including the assign-
ment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, in addition to 10 former Community Welfare Service 
Appeals Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, bringing the total number of serving 
Appeals Officers to 41; reviewing and improving business processes; and implementing a new 
operating model within the appeals office. 

In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is underway in the 
Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and reducing 
the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals office for submissions 
in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  Good progress is also now 
being made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 15,981 
at 1 November, 2013.

The average waiting time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral hear-
ing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 these times improved 
by 10.3 weeks when the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks while the time 
for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has continued with 
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the average processing time up to October 2013 reducing to 34.9 weeks for an oral hearing and 
26.3 weeks for a summary decision.   

These processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of 
its finalisation.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any 
clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer 
on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examina-
tion or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed nec-
essary.  A considerable period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required 
because of the logistics involved in this process.  While this process carries an inherent delay 
in terms of finalising an appeal, it also crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals 
system.

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time 
and reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.

Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 411.

Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

05/11/2013WRX01900516. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person 
who is seeking the lone-parent payment, and who is estranged from their spouse, is obliged to 
provide utility bills and bank statements for their ex-spouse (details supplied).  [46287/13]

05/11/2013WRX02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): One parent family payment is 
made to a parent who is bringing up a child(ren) without the support of spouse or partner.  The 
onus is on the claimant to provide proof that the relationship has ended and that the couple are 
living separately.  The Department has to fully satisfy itself that this is the case before approv-
ing payment and is entitled to request any information that it considers necessary in this regard.

When assessing capital for means purposes, the value of any property the claimant has, 
other than their own home, in which they have to be resident at the time of the claim, is taken 
into account and a valuation is required for this purpose.  The Department takes into account 
any outstanding mortgage on the property.  If the person cannot afford to have the property val-
ued the Department can determine the value of the property based on the current market value 
of a similar property in the same area.

FÁS Training Programmes Provision

05/11/2013WRX02100517. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the remedy available to 
FÁS scheme participants who made a complaint against a scheme supervisor and were sub-
jected to personalised abuse after they left the scheme, including derogatory commentary being 
posted from a FÁS funded company Facebook and website (details supplied).  [46289/13]

05/11/2013WRX02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department’s Divisional Of-
fice in Galway has made direct contact with the persons concerned and has arranged to meet 
them to discuss the issues raised and how they might be resolved. That meeting is scheduled to 
take place next week - on 13th  November 2013.

Question No. 518 withdrawn.

Question No. 519 answered with Question No. 421.
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Question No. 520 withdrawn.

Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRX02800521. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 131 of 23 October 2013, the correct and exact amount of rent allowance 
payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46347/13]

05/11/2013WRX02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As detailed in Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 131 of 23 October 2013, the client is in receipt of her full and maximum entitlement to 
rent supplement based on her household circumstances.  Both the client and her partner are in 
receipt of full rate single person allowances and their full entitlement to rent supplement.

Social Welfare Appeals Issues

05/11/2013WRX03000522. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46352/13]

05/11/2013WRX03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence, in-
cluding that adduced at the oral hearing disallowed the appeal of the person concerned.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  

Following the submission of additional evidence, the file has been requested to be returned 
to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  On receipt of this file, the Appeals Officer will review the 
case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of his appeal has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

05/11/2013WRX03200523. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons aged 18 to 25 years who have applied for jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s 
allowance and were unsuccessful and-or ineligible for a payment in the years 2009 to 2012, 
inclusive, broken down by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46353/13]

05/11/2013WRX03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not published by county by my Department. I am informed however of the total num-
ber of young persons whose applications were unsuccessful for jobseeker’s allowance (JA) and 
jobseeker’s benefit (JB) in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 which are outlined by local/
branch office in the tabular statement.

- 2012 2012 2011 2011 2010 2010 2009 2009
- JA JB JA JB JA JB JA JB
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- 2012 2012 2011 2011 2010 2010 2009 2009
Totals 4,288 688 5,244 1,035 6,576 1,237 5,872 1,443

LOCAL AND BRANCH OFFICES

Branch Office - - - - - - - -

ACHILL 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1

APOLLO 
HOUSE

10 0 7 3 3 1 2 4

ARDEE 24 5 18 7 31 8 36 4

ARKLOW 24 1 31 4 32 4 29 3

ATHLONE 34 7 66 7 82 10 54 18

ATHY 10 0 12 5 19 4 11 7

BALBRIGGAN 72 1 73 5 50 7 49 6

BALLINA 37 5 36 15 44 10 29 11

BALLINASLOE 30 6 41 7 55 4 57 9

BALLINROBE 9 3 5 2 15 4 9 1

BALLYBOFEY 29 15 37 15 36 27 34 20

BALLYCON-
NELL

28 2 35 9 30 10 21 9

BALLYFER-
MOT

32 1 42 1 41 12 37 6

BALLYMUN 21 5 14 0 18 1 18 3

BALLYSHAN-
NON

22 2 17 6 19 1 35 7

BALTINGLASS 5 0 3 2 8 3 7 3

BANDON 8 1 9 0 16 0 16 1

BANTRY 7 1 8 2 12 0 18 2

BANTRY CO 1 0 2 1 2 2 7 1

BELMULLET 9 3 11 5 7 0 4 1

BIRR 44 3 38 6 39 5 19 7

BISHOP 
SQUARE

118 9 149 13 215 16 119 24

BLANCHARD-
STOWN

92 2 91 24 127 20 169 32

OFFICE 2012 JA 2012 JB 2011 JA 2011 JB 2010 JA 2010 JB 2009 JA 2009 
JB

BOYLE 6 4 16 3 10 2 10 7

BRAY 62 4 81 16 63 13 70 12

BUNCRANA 42 18 40 39 74 38 79 28

CAHIR 10 0 10 1 9 3 14 9

CAHIRCIVEEN 10 0 10 3 6 4 12 2

CARLOW 34 4 70 7 59 1 57 5

CARRICK-
MACROSS

19 2 17 1 45 4 41 4

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON

7 1 14 0 17 4 33 6

CARRICK-ON-
SUIR

10 2 17 2 16 4 12 1

CARRIGALINE 20 0 19 8 39 5 20 4

CASHEL 8 1 11 3 22 3 9 9

CASTLEBAR 28 12 28 9 29 20 0 9

CASTLE-
BLAYNEY

24 3 20 1 64 4 53 4

CASTLEPOL-
LARD

18 1 30 2 22 0 21 3
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Branch Office - - - - - - - -

CASTLEREA 11 0 23 10 30 12 25 9

CAVAN 92 3 136 16 159 24 137 45

CLAREMORRIS 19 6 22 12 37 13 20 10

CLIFDEN 7 0 6 1 11 1 10 2

CLONAKILTY 13 2 4 4 18 4 8 3

CLONDALKIN 77 9 80 29 173 13 82 25

CLONES 12 2 18 1 20 2 15 0

CLONMEL 30 3 35 8 53 5 25 7

COBH 25 0 36 5 46 1 51 3

COOLOCK 70 11 73 27 67 7 69 7

CORK 159 38 200 54 366 85 223 56

DINGLE 9 2 11 1 24 4 10 0

DONEGAL 12 12 15 16 29 13 26 10

DROGHEDA 111 23 62 17 124 13 105 34

DUNDALK 52 5 95 18 135 18 193 31

OFFICE 2012 JA 2012 JB 2011 JA 2011 JB 2010 JA 2010 JB 2009 JA 2009 
JB

DUNFANAGHY 20 2 9 0 9 1 7 1

DUNGARVAN 15 3 30 4 22 5 12 2

DUNGLOE 20 4 13 5 14 1 9 2

DUN 
LAOGHAIRE

69 5 90 11 107 16 222 23

EDENDERRY 27 2 43 4 34 11 37 4

ENNIS 61 11 81 21 102 23 81 30

ENNISCORTHY 31 8 38 10 63 14 53 10

ENNISTYMON 10 4 19 2 9 6 18 5

FERMOY 46 5 68 4 39 10 40 8

FINGLAS 58 13 56 18 72 20 67 17

GALWAY 97 27 107 33 148 36 112 31

GOREY 33 10 50 17 56 9 44 17

GORT 12 4 20 5 13 6 26 5

KELLS 11 1 12 4 19 5 28 5

KENMARE 7 0 7 4 18 3 11 17

KILBARRACK 90 17 131 22 96 20 75 19

KILKENNY 37 12 76 9 96 21 112 16

KILLARNEY 54 8 46 4 82 12 58 6

KILLORGLIN 2 1 10 1 14 2 23 2

KILLYBEGS 12 4 17 10 12 9 7 6

KILMALLOCK 26 7 42 7 39 7 38 15

KILRUSH 14 2 19 0 17 2 17 3

KINGS INN 
STREET

121 3 130 18 135 10 152 13

KINSALE 9 2 11 0 19 3 10 1

LETTERKENNY 44 5 62 7 71 9 66 10

LIMERICK 114 31 109 46 183 61 125 51

LISTOWEL 24 1 23 7 22 7 24 15

LONGFORD 45 8 40 5 64 13 74 25

LOUGHREA 25 8 30 12 32 8 25 7

OFFICE 2012 JA 2012 JB 2011 JA 2011 JB 2010 JA 2010 JB 2009 JA 2009 
JB

MACROOM 21 2 46 8 69 10 67 21

MALLOW 46 8 59 5 53 12 87 16

MANORHAM-
ILTON

14 1 12 4 16 1 5 2

MAYNOOTH 62 11 112 14 153 29 117 37
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Branch Office - - - - - - - -

MIDLETON 23 7 27 3 43 5 38 10

MONAGHAN 40 5 49 10 69 15 60 8

MUINE BHEAG 10 6 16 3 19 4 11 2

MULLINGAR 81 12 92 13 123 17 85 15

NAVAN 51 5 72 4 81 19 72 31

NAVAN ROAD 37 6 44 6 107 4 106 12

NENAGH 25 10 39 11 32 6 50 12

NEWBRIDGE 49 3 58 14 94 18 50 42

NEWCASTLE 
WEST

69 11 56 13 66 29 71 21

NEWMARKET 21 1 18 4 31 7 23 14

NEW ROSS 32 2 45 6 49 8 30 10

NUTGROVE 69 6 86 1 89 3 81 7

PORTARLING-
TON

25 2 26 14 29 10 32 16

PORTLAOISE 34 11 36 9 54 10 54 15

RATHDOWNEY 6 2 4 5 13 2 6 6

ROSCOMMON 14 7 14 0 9 4 15 2

ROSCREA 22 4 17 2 19 3 29 6

SKIBBEREEN 6 2 15 4 4 3 12 3

SLIGO 87 6 96 11 79 9 99 8

SWINFORD 16 3 11 7 21 5 17 15

SWORDS 62 12 69 11 83 15 62 5

TALLAGHT 80 16 130 22 119 23 68 33

THOMAS 
STREET

57 4 92 7 121 11 72 10

THOMASTOWN 14 0 21 4 10 4 6 2

THURLES 40 8 36 5 41 11 48 11

OFFICE 2012 JA 2012 JB 2011 JA 2011 JB 2010 JA 2010 JB 2009 JA 2009 
JB

TIPPERARY 13 1 23 4 24 6 9 3

TRALEE 96 11 109 13 133 18 164 44

TRIM 22 6 38 6 40 13 38 10

TUAM 20 4 30 10 43 8 35 8

TUBBER-
CURRY

7 3 10 0 10 1 16 0

TULLA 7 7 8 4 11 2 9 2

TULLAMORE 26 3 41 5 54 9 48 24

TULLOW 21 1 20 1 19 4 21 0

WATERFORD 92 16 123 8 133 28 135 31

WESTPORT 4 1 7 3 24 10 11 7

WEXFORD 42 11 65 12 74 18 78 13

WICKLOW 15 1 16 4 22 3 18 6

YOUGHAL 12 2 22 2 17 1 34 12

Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRX03400524. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in determination of a date for an oral hearing in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; if supplementary welfare has been reinstated; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46357/13]

05/11/2013WRX03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that a third oral hearing of this appeal has been scheduled for Tuesday, 5th  No-
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vember 2013.  The person concerned has been notified, by registered post, of the arrangements 
for the hearing. 

I understand that payment of supplementary welfare allowance has been re-instated to the 
person concerned pending the outcome of his jobseeker’s allowance appeal. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRX03600525. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will detail 
in tabular form the total public expenditure for each individual benefit detailed in the Social 
Welfare and Pensions Bill 2013 in euro for every year between 2001 to date in 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46369/13]

05/11/2013WRX03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested is being 
compiled by my officials, who will write to the Deputy in the next week. 

Question No. 526 answered with Question No. 472.

Questions Nos. 527 and 528 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

05/11/2013WRY00200529. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any 
disproportionate welfare checking of migrants versus non-migrants as part of the Department’s 
investigations into welfare fraud; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46410/13]

05/11/2013WRY00300534. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the procedures in place, if any, to prevent racial profiling as part of the new crackdown on fraud; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46581/13]

05/11/2013WRY00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
529 and 534 together.

The Programme for Government commits to a zero tolerance approach towards social wel-
fare fraud and the Department’s Fraud Initiative further articulates this overarching policy ob-
jective.  A key priority is to ensure that social welfare payments are available to those who are 
entitled to them and that fraudulent activity is vigorously prevented and combatted. 

Over the past number of years, fraud detection and control systems have been refined and 
enhanced and are subject to continuing review.  A range of measures are employed by the De-
partment to ensure that social welfare fraud and abuse is minimised and that its control activity 
is appropriately focused.

The approach taken by the Department to combat fraud is frequently reviewed and is regu-
larly adjusted to ensure it is proportionate and that it is targeted on the areas of greatest risk.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRY00500530. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
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been made on an appeal of a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46458/13]

05/11/2013WRY00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
15th  October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 531 withdrawn.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRY00800532. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Wexford will receive a date for an oral hearing in relation to their carer’s 
allowance appeal application; when a final decision will be made; her views on the length of 
time it takes for an oral hearing; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46484/13]

05/11/2013WRY00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision on 24th 
May 2013.  Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed in the light of additional evidence or new facts.

I understand that, following the submission of additional evidence by the person concerned, 
the Appeals Officer decided to set his decision aside and to re-open the appeal by way of oral 
hearing.  In line with normal practice in the appeals office, the appeal was assigned to a different 
Appeals Officer on 15th October 2013.  I am advised that an oral hearing has been scheduled for 
the week-commencing the 18th  November 2013 and that the person concerned will be notified 
of the arrangements for the hearing when these are finalised.

There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  
Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, 
the office received 35,484 appeals.  In order to manage this increasing workload, significant 
resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing 
times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, in addition to 
10 former Community Welfare Service Appeals Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, 
bringing the total number of serving Appeals Officers to 41; reviewing and improving business 
processes; and implementing a new operating model within the appeals office. 

In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is underway in the 
Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and reducing 
the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals office for submissions 
in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  Good progress is also now 
being made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 15,981 
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at 1 November 2013.

The average processing time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral 
hearing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 processing times 
improved by 10.3 weeks when the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks while 
the time for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has con-
tinued with the average processing time up to October 2013 reducing to 34.9 weeks for an oral 
hearing and 26.3 weeks for a summary decision.   

A similar trend is reflected in processing times for carer’s allowance appeals.  In 2010 the 
average processing time for a carer’s allowance oral hearing was 47.3 weeks while a decision 
requiring a summary decision took an average of 26.9 weeks.  In 2012 the average processing 
time for a carer’s allowance oral hearing improved to 42.5 weeks and the time for a summary 
decision increased to 33.5 weeks. In 2013 (up to October) processing times have improved to 
33.6 weeks and 27.7 weeks respectively. 

Appeal processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of 
its finalisation.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any 
clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer 
on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examina-
tion or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed nec-
essary.  A considerable period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required 
because of the logistics involved in this process.  While this process carries an inherent delay 
in terms of finalising an appeal, it also crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals 
system.

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time 
and reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 533 withdrawn.

Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 529.

State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

05/11/2013WRY01200535. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
whether the current contributory pension regime is discriminatory in relation to older women 
on grounds both of sex and age as older women are more likely to have been out of the work-
force caring for children pre-1994 and many older women are now unfairly punished for having 
taken these years out of their careers and as a result are on a reduced level of pension; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46606/13]

05/11/2013WRY01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The sustainability of pensions into 
the future is important given the changing demographics, the increased numbers of those over 
65, increased longevity and reduced dependency ratio.  In addition to this, spending on social 
protection accounts for nearly 40% of current Government expenditure and in the context of 
the current fiscal crisis savings have to be found in the social welfare system.  Because the State 
pension is a very valuable benefit it is important to ensure that those qualifying have made a 
sustained contribution to the social insurance fund over their working lives.  
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People who leave the workplace for homemaking/caring purposes can, if eligible, avail of 
the homemakers scheme which helps to provide a higher rate of pension for those who meet 
the qualifying conditions.  The homemaker’s scheme makes qualification for State pension 
(contributory) (SPC) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The 
scheme was introduced in, and took effect from, 1994 and allows up to 20 years spent caring 
for children under 12 years of age or incapacitated adults to be disregarded when a person’s 
social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes.  The scheme will not, of itself, 
qualify a person for a pension.  The standard qualifying conditions, which require a person to 
enter insurance ten years before pension age, pay a minimum of 520 contributions at the correct 
rate and achieve a yearly average of at least 10 contributions on their record from the time they 
enter insurance until they reach pension age, must also be satisfied.  

It is worth noting that the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund confirms that the 
fund provides better value to female rather than male contributors.  It further confirms that those 
with lower earnings and those with shorter contribution histories, mostly women, have and will 
continue to obtain the best value for money from the Fund due to the distributive nature of the 
fund.

Women may, if they don’t qualify for a SPC in their own right, receive either a qualified 
adult payment or a State pension (non-contributory) if they satisfy a means test.  The means test 
for the qualified adult payment takes account of the means of the qualified adult and not those 
of their spouse or partner.  

A range of additional supports such as the rent supplement scheme, fuel allowance and elec-
tricity/gas allowance may also be available if the qualifying conditions are satisfied.

Question No. 536 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

05/11/2013WRY01500537. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is 
possible for a self-employed person whose business has ceased to claim jobseeker’s allowance, 
jobseeker’s assistance or jobseeker’s benefit, and their entitlements; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46651/13]

05/11/2013WRY01600557. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlements 
that exist for self-employed persons who are made unemployed; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46734/13]

05/11/2013WRY01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
537 and 557 together.

Self-employed persons are liable for pay related social insurance (PRSI) at a rate of 4%, 
which entitles them to access long-term benefits such as state pension (contributory) and wid-
ow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (contributory).  This compares to employ-
ees in respect of whom a combined 14.75% rate, under full-rate PRSI Class A, is paid giving 
entitlement to the full range of social insurance benefits.

In general, where persons do not qualify for social insurance benefits they may claim means 
tested social assistance payments.  For example, any person of working age who does not quali-
fy for jobseeker’s benefit may claim means tested jobseeker’s allowance.  Subject to means and 
other qualifying conditions, self-employed persons may claim jobseeker’s allowance if their 
business ceases or there is reduced demand for their services.  Where a person or their spouse 
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engages in self-employment, income from that employment is assessable as means, which will 
typically reduce the amount of jobseeker’s allowance payable.  

Typically over 80% of jobseeker’s allowance claims from self-employed persons have been 
awarded over recent years. 

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRY01800538. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Cork; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46654/13]

05/11/2013WRY01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 5th July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29th 
October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Youth Guarantee

05/11/2013WRY02000539. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 268 and 269 of 22 October 2013, when the implementation plan 
of the youth guarantee will be completed; if any draft or working papers produced by the OECD 
on this issue can and will be made available to the member; if she will provide a copy of the 
documentation produced by the OECD on same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46656/13]

05/11/2013WRY02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The development of the imple-
mentation plan is being led by the Department of Social Protection working with the support of 
an Interdepartmental Group of senior officials from the Department of Education and Skills, the 
Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the office of the Tánaiste. 

In addition the OECD has been retained to provide input and advice on the framing the plan. 
In particular the OECD has been asked to identify best international practice and how it might 
best be applied to implementation of the Youth Guarantee in Ireland.  A delegation from the 
OECD has already met with stakeholders including a range of relevant public bodies. 

No draft or working papers have been produced by the OECD to date.  The OECD will 
submit a report to the Department of Social Protection by the end of November.  The OECD’s 
advice will form an input into the preparation of the implementation plan.  The implementation 
plan will be prepared for submission to Government by the end of December and for onward 
transmission to the EU Commission at that time.  The question of whether or not the plan will 
be published will be considered by the Government when the plan is finalised.
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Disability Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRY02200540. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a decision on a disability allowance application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46662/13]

05/11/2013WRY02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14th June 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 21st  
October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 541 withdrawn.

EU Reports

05/11/2013WRY02500542. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the DG 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion report on benefits tourism for the European Com-
mission; if she is concerned with some of the findings relating to Ireland; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46669/13]

05/11/2013WRY02600543. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
finding of the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion report on benefits tourism for the 
European Commission that Ireland has one of the highest percentages of non-active EU mi-
grants of all 27 EU member countries surveyed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46670/13]

05/11/2013WRY02700544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
finding of the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion report on benefits tourism for the 
European Commission that Ireland has the second highest proportion of non-active EU mi-
grants claiming benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46671/13]

05/11/2013WRY02800545. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
finding of the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion report on benefits tourism for the 
European Commission that Ireland has three times the average percentage of non-active EU 
migrants of all 27 EU member countries surveyed; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [46672/13]

05/11/2013WRY02900546. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
fact that Ireland is one of only five of all 27 EU member countries where persons can draw pay-
ments when unemployed without ever having paid into the system; if she is fearful that this is 
contributing to Ireland becoming a destination for benefit tourism; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46673/13]

05/11/2013WRY03000548. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
finding of the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion report on benefits tourism for the 
European Commission that Ireland has one of the highest percentages of non-active EU mi-
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grants of all 27 EU member countries surveyed who have never worked here 48%; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46676/13]

05/11/2013WRY03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
542 to 546, inclusive, and 548 together.

The report referred to by the Deputy has its origins in discussions between Member States 
and the EU Commission on the relationship between the EU regulations coordinating social 
security systems and the Residence Directive, which sets out conditions governing the rights of 
residence migrants in the host country and the impact accessing social welfare benefits has on 
these rights. 

Some Member States, including Ireland, have raised concerns generally about access to wel-
fare from non-active residents of other Member States and were asking for legislative change 
to clarify the rights of non-active people moving around the EU.  Given the nature of the issue, 
Member States were unable to quantify the extent of welfare tourism and, in the absence of such 
data, the EU Commission has resisted requests for any legislative change to date.  

The report was undertaken by consultants on behalf of the Commission to determine the 
impact on the Member States’ social security systems of the entitlements of non-active intra-
EU migrants to special non-contributory cash benefits and healthcare, granted on the basis of 
residence.  Ireland was contacted by the consultants to provide information for the study but, in 
common with many other Member States, most of the data requested was not available as it is 
not collected.  The Department did provide what limited information is available on claiming 
by EU migrants and this has been used by consultants in conjunction with other EU data sets to 
draw the conclusions reached.

Overall, the consultants concluded that the share of non-active intra-EU migrants is very 
small, they account for a similarly limited share of recipients of special non-contributory ben-
efits and the budgetary impact of such claims on national welfare budgets is very low.  Member 
States were not consulted on the content or conclusions prior to publication and, while a de-
tailed analysis of the report is required, some Member States, including Ireland, have already 
expressed concerns in relation to the methodology, data and conclusions reached. 

This is a very large and complex report which deals with a wide range of migrants includ-
ing pensioners, people with disabilities, students and the unemployed and will require in-depth 
analysis of the statistics used and the conclusions reached before it can be commented on in 
detail.  However, a number of points can be made at this stage.

As the Deputy is aware, there was very significant migration to this country in the years pre-
ceding the current crisis by people seeking employment.  These migrants paid social insurance 
contributions and income taxes while they were in employment here.  Many subsequently lost 
jobs, and while some have returned home to their native countries, significant numbers had put 
down roots here and, as a result, were entitled to claim benefits when they became unemployed.  
As social insurance payments became exhausted this group will have graduated to the social 
assistance type payments which are the subject of this report.  As the report points out 78% of 
the non-active migrants have been resident here for 5 to 10 years. 

The report is focusing on what are termed special non-contributory benefits which is a 
classification under EU regulations determined by the contingency covered by the benefit, the 
qualifying conditions and the manner in which it is financed.  The report suggests that such 
benefits form a relatively small part of a country’s wider social welfare system.  That is cer-
tainly the case with many Member States, with benefits provided on the basis of contributions 
made or through a general social assistance scheme, the latter not being a focus of this report. 
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This does not apply to Ireland, as the structure of our social welfare system means that most 
of what we regard as social assistance (job-seekers allowance, disability allowance etc.) is 
classed as special non-contributory benefits and encompassed by the report.  Indeed, Ireland is 
one of only 5 countries providing non-contributory cash benefits to unemployed job-seekers. 
Arrangements differ across countries but many make payments where necessary through their 
general social assistance scheme.  This may explain to some extent the higher level of benefit 
claiming attributed to Ireland as jobseeker’s allowance is classed for EU purposes as a special 
non-contributory benefit.   It should be remembered that all such payments are subject to the ha-
bitual residence condition so those claiming will have established strong links with this country.

The majority of special non-contributory benefits paid by Member States are related to old 
age, death/disability. In most countries migrants tend to be in the lower age groups with sig-
nificantly more non-active nationals than migrants aged 65 and over.  However, in Ireland the 
report points out EU migrants receive state pension non-contributory to a greater extent than 
nationals, although they represent a lower share of those aged 65 and over.  This is probably 
related to those resident here topping up smaller pensions received from other Member States.  
Those claiming non-contributory pensions are, of course, subject to the habitual residence test 
and, as already indicated, most inactive migrants have been resident here for quite a number of 
years.

The EU coordination system is a benefit to all EU citizens, including Irish citizens, who 
exercise their right to live and work in other EU States. Apart from the cost that any such abuse 
of the system entails for Member States, there is also the reputation of the EU Coordination 
system to consider.  Whether the problem is big or small, unjustifiable claiming of benefits by 
migrants engenders resentment amongst local populations and damages the credibility and ac-
ceptance of the coordination system amongst citizens.  Accordingly, Ireland will continue to 
work with other Member States in asking for changes to limit the opportunities for unfair access 
to our social security system.

Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRY03200547. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
fact that housing benefit is immediately open to EU migrants arriving here; if she is fearful that 
this is contributing to Ireland becoming a destination for benefit tourism; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [46674/13]

05/11/2013WRY03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rent supplement, administered 
under the Department’s supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, provides short-term 
support to eligible people living in private rented accommodation, whose means are insufficient 
to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation available to them 
from any other source.  The overall aim is to provide short-term assistance, and not to act as an 
alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  There are currently 
approximately 81,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over 
€403 million for 2013.  In the first instance, an applicant for rent supplement must satisfy the 
habitual residence condition (HRC) and satisfy the SWA means test.  A European Economic 
Area (EEA) national who is engaged in genuine and effective employment in Ireland is regard-
ed as a migrant worker under EC law and does not need to satisfy the HRC for the purpose of 
any claim to SWA, including rent supplement.  A jobseeker who moves from one EEA country 
to another in order to seek employment cannot claim the advantages for migrant workers under 
EC law and is subject to the HRC in the normal manner.

In addition to satisfying the HRC and means test requirement, in order to qualify for a rent 
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supplement a person must have been residing in private rented accommodation or accommoda-
tion for homeless persons or an institution (or any combination of these) for a period of 183 
days within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for rent supplement.  A person may 
also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing need has been carried out 
within the 12 months preceding the date of claim and the person is deemed by a housing author-
ity to be eligible for and in need of social housing support. 

In all other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first 
instance, for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by a housing authority.  
Only when the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing sup-
port, does the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement.  Policy in relation 
to eligibility for social housing support is a matter for the Department of Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.

I do not consider that the conditions in place for the receipt of rent supplement are promot-
ing benefit tourism.

        Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 542.

05/11/2013WRZ00250Live Register Numbers

05/11/2013WRZ00300549. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number and 
percentage of persons on the live register who are non-Irish citizens; the number and percent-
age of persons on the live register who are EU migrants; if she will provide, in tabular form, the 
number and percentage of non-Irish citizens on the live register by country of origin; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46677/13]

05/11/2013WRZ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is contained in the attached tabular statement based on the nationality of Live Register 
claimants.

EU Nationals on the live register at 31 October 2013

Country Number Percentage of Live Register
United Kingdom 10,997 2.77%
England 3,222 0.81%
Scotland 431 0.11%
Northern Ireland 404 0.10%
Wales 91 0.02%
Poland 19,163 4.83%
Lithuania 7,015 1.77%
Latvia 3,737 0.94%
Romania 2,512 0.63%
Slovakia 1,870 0.47%
Czech Republic 1,063 0.27%
Germany 685 0.17%
Hungary 1,040 0.26%
Spain 588 0.15%
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Country Number Percentage of Live Register
Italy 553 0.14%
France 540 0.14%
Estonia 421 0.11%
Portugal 416 0.10%
Netherlands 303 0.08%
Bulgaria 287 0.07%
Croatia 116 0.03%
Sweden 92 0.02%
Belgium 89 0.02%
Austria 71 0.02%
Greece 55 0.01%
Denmark 47 0.01%
Finland 45 0.01%
Malta 28 0.01%
Slovenia 17 0.00%
Cyprus 6 0.00%
Luxembourg 6 0.00%

       Non-EU Nationals on the live register at 31 October 2013 Country

Country Number Percentage of Live Register
Nigeria 2,554 0.64%
Congo 589 0.14%
USA 573 0.14%
Ukraine 442 0.11%
South Africa 420 0.11%
Pakistan 388 0.10%
Philippines 376 0.09%
Somalia 365 0.09%
Brazil 348 0.09%
Moldova 312 0.08%
Russia 299 0.08%
Algeria 249 0.06%
India 221 0.06%
Sudan 215 0.05%
Ghana 202 0.05%
China 197 0.05%
Bangladesh 195 0.05%
Iraq 195 0.05%
Angola 188 0.05%
Iran 173 0.04%
Zimbabwe 165 0.04%
Cameroon 152 0.04%
Turkey 133 0.03%
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Country Number Percentage of Live Register
Afghanistan 128 0.03%
Albania 126 0.03%
Belarus 114 0.03%
Georgia 107 0.03%
Australia 99 0.02%
Thailand 92 0.02%
Egypt 89 0.02%
Canada 87 0.02%
Malaysia 79 0.02%
Kosovo 69 0.02%
Kenya 68 0.02%
Other 1,618 0.41%

  Question No. 550 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ00600Social Welfare Appeals Status

05/11/2013WRZ00700551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in respect of an appeal for disability allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46691/13]

05/11/2013WRZ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

 Question No.552 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ01000Fuel Allowance Eligibility

05/11/2013WRZ01100553. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any 
discretion applied to applicants who do not meet the strict criteria for fuel allowance. [46700/13]

05/11/2013WRZ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All social welfare schemes, in-
cluding the fuel allowance, are operated on the basis of publically available guidelines, which 
ensure fairness and consistency in determining eligibility.  The fuel allowance is paid to those 
in receipt of long-term jobseekers, one-parent family payment, disability allowance, invalidity 
pension and some people in receipt of the State pension.  The allowance is subject to a means 
test and is paid only to those who live alone or with certain exempted people.  Full details on 
the criteria for the scheme are available on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie.  Deciding 
officers have no discretion to set aside the published criteria.  

Some 410,000 customers will receive the fuel allowance of €20 per week for six months 



5 November 2013

399

of the year (26 weeks) from October to April, at a cost of €223 million.  In April 2013, the 
Department paid an additional week of fuel allowance.  This arrangement was specific to the 
2012/2013 fuel season due to the particularly cold weather being experienced at the time.

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, Department staff have some discre-
tion in issuing exceptional needs payments to help meet an essential, once-off cost which cus-
tomers are unable to meet out of their own resources; this may include exceptional heating 
costs.  This discretion must be exercised in a reasonable way, having regard to all the circum-
stances of the case.  In 2012, more than €2 million was issued for exceptional needs payments 
related to electricity and gas bills.

In addition, more than 3,000 customers received a special heating supplement, paid to assist 
people with special heating needs because of ill health or infirmity.

05/11/2013WRZ01250Social Welfare Offices

05/11/2013WRZ01300554. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the setting up of an Intreo office in Balbriggan, County Dublin; if she will expedite the matter 
in view of the need for job supports in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46705/13]

05/11/2013WRZ01400555. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the setting up of an Intreo office in Swords, County Dublin; if she will expedite the matter in 
view of the need for job supports in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46706/13]

05/11/2013WRZ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
554 and 555 together. 

The delivery of over 60 One-Stop-Shop Intreo Offices is a major property project for the 
Office of Public Works which is responsible for the provision of the Department’s property 
requirements, including refurbishment and fit out works.

The Intreo Project requires the acquisition and development of some new properties and the 
re-modelling and refurbishment of others.  All of this also entails the re-accommodation of staff 
including the transfer and set-up of IT, furniture and other utilities across multiple locations.

Notwithstanding the complexity of such a large property programme, the OPW and the De-
partment are committed to having 43 offices open by the end of the year.  The remaining offices, 
including Balbriggan and Swords, will open before the end of 2014.

  Question No. 556 withdrawn.

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 537.

  Question No. 558 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ01575Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRZ01600559. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their carer’s allowance appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46760/13]

05/11/2013WRZ01625Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who 
following, examination of the case, referred the appeal back to the Deciding Officer on 25th 
October 2013 for clarification on certain issues. 

On receipt of the Departments response the appeal will be returned to the Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 560 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ01675Back to Work Allowance Eligibility

05/11/2013WRZ01700561. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the support available 
from her Department to a person in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, who wishes to retrain, but 
does not qualify for the back to education allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46772/13]

05/11/2013WRZ01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Given the scale of the unemploy-
ment crisis, the key objective of activation policy and labour market initiatives is to offer assis-
tance to those most in need of support in securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency.  
This policy objective prioritises scarce resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare pay-
ments.  Accordingly the employment services and schemes provided by the Department are 
focused in the first instance on this cohort of unemployed people.  In this context, the major 
elements of the Government’s response are set out in the Pathways to Work policy which is 
aimed at ensuring that as many as possible of the re-training programmes are filled by people 
who have been on the Live Register who are either unemployed or at high risk of long-term 
unemployment.  The Government must also take account of the fact that many people who sign 
on to the Live Register will exit it again within a short-time frame, without any recourse to em-
ployment schemes or intensive activation measures.  For example, in 2012, of those who signed 
on to the Live Register, 43% had left the Register within 3 months of first signing on. Given 
these high exit rates, it is appropriate to apply a qualifying duration on the Live Register as a 
criterion to allocate scarce resources, including places on employment and training/educational 
schemes, to those most in need of support. 

Of course, some services (for example assistance with job-search activities, use of online 
job search tools, participation in part-time/evening and on-line training courses) are available 
to all unemployed persons, regardless of their duration of unemployment, if they register with 
the Department’s employment services offices.  

Without knowing the specific reason why a person is not eligible for Back to Education Al-
lowance it is not possible to say what other re-training options, if any, are available over and 
above those available to all unemployed persons.

05/11/2013WRZ01850Disability Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRZ01900562. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal against 
the disallowance of their disability benefit claim will be dealt with in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 13 .  [46773/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22nd   
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October 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 563 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ02075Disability Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRZ02100564. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will issue on a disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46797/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02125Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 21st October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.  

Question No. 565 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRZ02175Back to Education Allowance Applications

05/11/2013WRZ02200566. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason back 
to education allowance was refused in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; if 
she will review the application with a view to granting the allowance; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46813/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
a back to education allowance in respect of a FETAC level 5 course.  The person concerned ad-
vised that she had already completed two FETAC level 5 courses.  The application was refused 
on the grounds that she was not progressing her qualifications, which is one of the qualifying 
criteria.  The claim was reviewed on 23 September 2013 and the decision was upheld.

05/11/2013WRZ02350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRZ02400567. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46818/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
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30th October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

05/11/2013WRZ02550Employment Support Services

05/11/2013WRZ02600568. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
participating in internship schemes and self-employment support schemes on 30 June 2012; 
and the number of persons participation in the same schemes on 30 June 30 2013.  [46874/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The information requested by 
the Deputy is published by the Central Statistics Office on their web site www.cso.ie.  I am 
informed that at the end of June 2012 there were 17,136 persons participating in internship 
schemes and self-employment support schemes compared to 17,257 at the end of June 2013.  A 
breakdown of the participants by scheme and year is detailed in the tabular statement.

Scheme June 
2012

June 2013

Back to Work Enterprise allowance scheme -self employed strand 11,062 10,325
Short-term Enterprise Allowance 1,175 998
Jobbridge (Internship) 4,899 5,934
Totals 17,136 17,257

05/11/2013WRZ02750Maternity Benefit Issues

05/11/2013WRZ02800569. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated num-
ber of women affected by the reduction of maternity benefit in budget 2014.  [46913/13]

05/11/2013WRZ02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Maternity benefit is an income 
maintenance payment awarded to eligible women for a 26-week period on foot of a confine-
ment.  Entitlement to this benefit for employees is contingent on entitlement to statutory ma-
ternity leave. 

In 2013 my Department will spend €297.4 million on Maternity Benefit and Adoptive Ben-
efit, in respect of a weekly average of 21,800 recipients.  Budget 2014 provided that, from 
January 2014, a standard weekly rate of €230 will be paid to persons qualifying for maternity 
benefit.  It is estimated that the number of persons who will be affected in 2014 as result of 
the Budget 2014 change will be a weekly average of 16,500.  Persons currently in receipt and 
those receiving benefit before 6th January 2014 will not be affected by the change – they will 
continue to receive between €217.80 and €262 per week for the duration of their leave.

05/11/2013WRZ02950Disability Activation Projects

05/11/2013WRZ03000570. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Working with 
Arthritis programme is open to persons who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment; if 
not, if she will consider making this programme available to all those suffering with arthritis, 
not in receipt of a social welfare payment, but who may wish to take part in this programme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46934/13]
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05/11/2013WRZ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ‘Working with arthritis: Strat-
egies and Solutions’ program is one of 14 separate projects being funded by my Department 
under the Disability Activation Project (DACT) with the support of the European Social Fund.  
The objective of these projects, which will run until the first quarter of 2015, is to explore a va-
riety of routes towards ensuring that people with disabilities are enabled to avail of progression, 
education and development opportunities within the world of work.

More than €7 million is being provided until early 2015 under the DACT to support proj-
ects throughout the Border, Midlands and West (BMW) region which address the four specific 
strands of the project. 

The four strands of the project are 

(1) Improving Access to Employment; 

(2) Progression Programmes for Young People; 

(3) Support for Progression and Retention of People with an Acquired Disability; and 

(4) Innovative Employer Initiatives.  

The ‘Working with arthritis: Strategies and Solutions’ program is a Strand 3 project and 
aims to overcome the barriers people with arthritis face when accessing, remaining in, or re-
turning to work.  The project targets people with arthritis (Rheumatoid Arthritis, Ankylosing 
Spondylitis and Fibromyalgia) across the BMW region. 

It is a condition of a project receiving funding under the European Social Fund that the par-
ticipants are in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment.  It is not open to the Department 
to amend that condition.

05/11/2013WRAA00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/11/2013WRAA00200571. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46935/13]

05/11/2013WRAA00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 3rd   October 2013 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

In the event that the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet his needs, it is 
open to him to contact his local Community Welfare Service to explore his possible entitlement 
to Supplementary Welfare Allowance pending the outcome of his appeal process.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

05/11/2013WRAA00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/11/2013WRAA00400572. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will have a decision on their invalidity appeal; and if she will ex-
pedite an answer. [46943/13]
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05/11/2013WRAA00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th   
September 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

05/11/2013WRAA00550European Employment Service

05/11/2013WRAA00600573. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of letters 
drawing the attention of recipients of unemployment benefit and unemployment assistance to 
job vacancies abroad issued by her Department; and the criteria upon which it is decided who 
should be sent such information. [46959/13]

05/11/2013WRAA00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The European Employment Ser-
vice, known as EURES was founded by the EU to further the development of a common labour 
market. The Department of Social Protection is required to provide the Eures service in Ireland 
and is obliged under European Law to bring to the attention of jobseekers in Ireland all em-
ployment opportunities in the EU/EEA which may be suitable for, and/or of interest to them. 
Equally, the EURES service is used to fill positions in Ireland from the wider European labour 
market where the necessary skills cannot be found in Ireland e.g. native language skills. 

In the year to date, EURES has issued some 6,000 letters to jobseekers for positions in the 
wider EU/EEA.  The letters were issued to people on the live register and to people who have 
registered with the Department’s employment service as seeking a change of job.

In addition to notifying EU area vacancies, the Department, from time to time, will notify 
vacancies advised by Government authorities in other states.  This notification of vacancies 
operates on a reciprocal, goodwill basis.

The criteria used to select people is based entirely on the details provided by jobseekers  
registering for the Department’s employment services and a careful match is made against their 
skills, education, training and experience and the requirements of the positions on offer.

Availing of such job opportunities in the wider EU/EEA labour market and in other states 
is entirely at the discretion of the person receiving such communications from the Department 
and where a person does not wish to take up such opportunities his/her social welfare payment, 
where applicable, is not affected.  The letters issued by the Department to jobseekers reflects 
this position.

05/11/2013WRAA00750Free Travel Scheme Review

05/11/2013WRAA00800574. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing the future of the free travel scheme in the context of the budget 2014 (details supplied) 
and the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46960/13]

05/11/2013WRAA00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The free travel scheme was intro-
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duced in 1967 in order to provide transport services to those aged over 70 who were living alone 
and in receipt of a social welfare pension.  Owing to the range of policy changes implemented 
in the interim, the scheme is now universally available to all persons permanently living in the 
State aged over 65, as well as carers in receipt of carers allowance, and certain others in receipt 
of disability type payments.  The effect of this broadening is that there are currently in excess 
of 770,000 customers eligible for free travel and, when spousal and companion passes are taken 
into account, there are over 1.2 million customers with some free travel eligibility.  Expenditure 
on this scheme was frozen at 2010 levels by the previous Government.  The available expendi-
ture for the free travel scheme in 2013 is €77 million.

Given the increasing number of recipients and the funding pressures, the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport and I established a working group with representatives from the two 
Departments, as well as the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the National 
Transport Authority to review the free travel scheme.  The purpose of this review is to examine 
and report on the current operation and future development of the free travel scheme.  This will 
include the conditions imposed on the scheme in the National Recovery Plan 2011 – 2014.  The 
work of this group is expected to conclude this year.  

  Question No. 575 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRAA01100Child Benefit Appeals

05/11/2013WRAA01200576. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
overpayment appeal regarding child benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46990/13]

05/11/2013WRAA01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, has decided to partially allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 577 to 579, inclusive, withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRAA01450Registration of Deaths

05/11/2013WRAA01500580. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to amend 
the Civil Registration Act Part 5 in order that the death of an unborn child or children can be 
registered where their death has occurred and has been confirmed by a registered medical prac-
titioner to be as a direct result of the death of the mother. [47036/13]

05/11/2013WRAA01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The loss of a child in any circum-
stances is an extremely tragic event for a family and I would like to extend my deepest sym-
pathies to those families who have lost children.  The procedures governing the registration of 
deaths are provided for under Part 5 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004.  When a death occurs 
it is registered on foot of a certificate of cause of death supplied by a registered medical practi-
tioner.  Where a death is referred to a coroner, the death is registered by a registrar on foot of a 
coroner’s certificate. These are the only circumstances under which a death can be registered. 

Section 28 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 provides for the registration of stillbirths. 
A still born child is defined under the Act as “a child who, at birth, weighs not less than 500 
grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks and shows no sign of life and ‘‘still-
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birth’’ shall be construed accordingly”.  Section 28 (7) of the Act provides that, if a coroner as-
certains that a body is that of a stillborn child, he or she shall notify a registrar in the functional 
area of the authority in which the body is located of the stillbirth and shall give to the registrar, 
in as far as he or she can ascertain them, the required particulars in relation to the stillbirth, and 
the registrar shall register the stillbirth in such manner as an tArd-Chlaraitheoir may direct. 

While acknowledging that the loss of an unborn child is very sad for the family concerned 
it would not be practical or feasible to establish and maintain a register of deaths in such cases. 
It is not intended, therefore to amend the Civil Registration Act, 2004 to allow for the registra-
tion of deaths without a medical certificate or a coroners certificate stating the cause of death.

05/11/2013WRAA01650Disability Allowance Appeals

05/11/2013WRAA01700581. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [47043/13]

05/11/2013WRAA01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

05/11/2013WRAA01850State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

05/11/2013WRAA01900582. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if the contributory pen-
sion of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford will be paid upon the payment of an out-
standing income tax and PRSI liability; and if not, the reason for same.  [47052/13]

05/11/2013WRAA02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A self-employed person cannot be 
deemed to meet the qualifying conditions for State pension (contributory) unless all outstanding 
PRSI contributions are paid.  The person concerned has outstanding liabilities with Revenue for 
the 2008 and 2010 income tax years.  The person concerned should notify the Department when 
the outstanding liabilities have been fully discharged, at which point their pension application 
will be reviewed and they will be notified of the outcome without delay.

05/11/2013WRAA02050Budget 2014

05/11/2013WRAA02100583. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of her Department’s 
budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47083/13]

05/11/2013WRAA02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information sought by the 
Deputy is set out in the tabular statement.
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Measure Savings 2014 
- € million

Savings Full Year - € 
million

Recovery of social welfare payments 

- Recover the value of certain social welfare payments from compensation 
awards made to persons in relation to loss of earnings.  

To be introduced in 2014.

21 22

Illness Benefit 

- Increase the number of waiting days for entitlement to Illness 

Benefit from 3 days to 6 days, from January 2014.

22 22

Invalidity Pension 

- In line with the abolition of the State Pension 

Transition from January 2014, discontinue the weekly rate of €230.30 for 
Invalidity Pension at age 65 and align with the weekly rate of €193.50 cur-
rently payable to Invalidity Pension recipients aged under 65.  

Analogous adjustments will also take place in the Invalidity Pension 
Qualified Adult weekly rate of payment.  

These measures will apply to Invalidity Pensioners reaching their 65th 
birthday and to qualified adults reaching their 66th birthday, both with ef-
fect from January 2014.                                                                                                     

5 10

Jobseeker’s Allowance 

– Extend the application of the €100 rate of Jobseeker’s Allowance and 
SWA to persons without children who reach the age of 22, 23 and 24 and 
extend the application of the €144 rate of Jobseeker’s Allowance and SWA 
to persons without children who reach the age of 25, from January 2014. 

(The Back to Education maximum rate for 25 year olds will be reduced to 
€160 per week for relevant new entrants).  

Lower rates of Jobseeker’s Allowance will apply to applicants under 25 
who have exhausted their Jobseeker Benefit entitlement.                                                                                                                        

32 72

Maternity and Adoptive Benefit 

- Standardise the minimum and maximum weekly rates (currently €217.80 
and €262 respectively) of Maternity & Adoptive Benefit at €230 per week. 

Applies to new claimants only from January 2014.

30 36

Mortgage Interest Supplement 

- Discontinue the scheme for new applicants and allow a winding down of 
the current MIS recipient base over a four year period, from January 2014.

12 30
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Measure Savings 2014 
- € million

Savings Full Year - € 
million

Rent and Mortgage Interest Supplement 

- Increase the minimum contribution for couples by €5 per week, from €35 
to €40, thereby further aligning Rent and Mortgage Interest Supplement 
contributions with the Local Authority rents structure, for new and existing 
recipients, from January 2014.

6 7.1

Household Benefits Package 

- Reduce the annual payment to RTÉ for the Free TV Licence by €5 mil-
lion from €59.17 million to €54.17 million.

5 5

Household Benefits Package 

- Discontinuethe Telephone Allowance for all recipients, from January 
2014.  

44 47.1

Bereavement Grant 

- Discontinue payment of the €850 grant in respect of deaths on or after 1 
January 2014.

17 22

Supplementary Payments 

- Reductions in expenditure on certain supplementary welfare payments.

5 7.8

Savings from increased Employment support efficiencies 12 12

Savings from increased labour market activation 10 10

Fraud and Control Measures 

– additional fraud and control initiatives.

30 30

Administrative Savings 5 5

Expenditure reductions arising from lower than anticipated estimate of 
expenditure for 2014.

34 34

Total 290 372
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05/11/2013WRAA02250Family Income Supplement Appeals

05/11/2013WRAA02300584. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
family income supplement application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
9; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [47128/13]

05/11/2013WRAA02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 20th 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 23rd October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 585 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRAA02550National Parks and Wildlife Service Expenditure

05/11/2013WRAA02600586. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will ensure that the hen harrier compensation money that is being received in a person’s 
current plan will continue to be matched in 2015, in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46072/13]

05/11/2013WRAA02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan):  Since the 
notification of six Hen Harrier Special Protection Areas in 2007, my Department, through the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service Farm Plan Scheme, has supported farmers to voluntarily 
undertake works to benefit the Hen Harrier.  This Scheme has been integral to supporting Hen 
Harriers and the ecosystem that they are part of.  

However, due to budgetary constraints, the Scheme was unable to accept any new entrants 
since 2010.  The farm plans last for five years and any existing contracts are being honoured to 
their completion.  The contract of the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question is due to come 
to completion in 2015. 

My Department is working with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine with 
the aim of inclusion of measures in the next Rural Development Programme to support appro-
priate management of Natura 2000 areas.

05/11/2013WRAA02750Environmental Schemes

05/11/2013WRAA02800587. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a 
person (details supplied) in County Galway who is participating in the Twelve Bens-Maam 
Turk complex scheme that is due to finish at the end of this month, is permitted to put sheep 
back up on the mountain at the end of the Twelve Bens-Maam Turk complex scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46443/13]

05/11/2013WRAA02900601. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if all 
limits on stock and farming practice on the Nephin Beag range and the MaamTurks-Twelve 
Bens have been lifted; and if not the restrictions that remain; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [46558/13]

05/11/2013WRAA03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 587 and 601 together. 

The grazing restrictions in the Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex Special Area of Conserva-
tion, the Maumturk Mountains Special Area of Conservation and the Owenduff/Nephin Special 
Protection Area concluded on 1 November 2013.  These interventions ran for 5 years in Co. 
Galway and 7 years in Co. Mayo, respectively, and I would like to acknowledge the active par-
ticipation of the farming community during this period. 

Participation in a farm plan in these areas is no longer mandatory and the offwintering 
requirement has been removed.  The issue of the general requirement to maintain the land in 
Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) is a matter for the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

05/11/2013WRAA03050Arts Funding

05/11/2013WRAA03100588. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the projects which were allocated funding in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 under the 
scheme whereby 1% of all capital project funding is allocated to the arts and to specify the proj-
ects which had a music component. [45729/13]

05/11/2013WRAA03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In 1997, a 
Government decision approved the inclusion in the budgets for all Exchequer-funded capital 
construction projects of up 1% as funding for an art project, subject to an overall cap of €64,000. 

The current guidelines on the Per Cent for Art Scheme were drawn up in 2004 to set out how 
project managers are to operate the scheme and to provide a common national approach to its 
implementation.  My Department has responsibility for the promotion of the Per Cent for Art 
Scheme but does not provide funding for it and it does not have a budget for it.

The scheme does not operate on the basis of there being a specific public art fund from 
which monies are drawn down to undertake or commission works of an artistic nature.  Instead, 
under the terms of the scheme, such works are factored into, and funded from, the budgets of 
the capital projects in question by the relevant public body undertaking the project.  It is a mat-
ter for each project promoter or commissioning body to maintain details of such expenditure.

The Per Cent for Arts Scheme guidelines assist with its implementation.  The scheme is now 
well-known and embedded in all public infrastructure works.  The public have become familiar 
with the works of art on our roads, but there are also art works resulting from the scheme in 
schools, hospitals and all buildings funded by the taxpayer.  Public art is not confined to sculp-
tures; it has also resulted in performances, new writings and compositions.

There is no doubt that the impact, particularly the visual impact, of this scheme has been 
overwhelmingly positive.

Public Service Obligation Services

05/11/2013WRAA03300589. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will work with persons (details supplied) who are preparing a socio economic study of life on 
the Aran Islands; if he will give a commitment to renew the PSI for air travel to the Islands; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45883/13]

05/11/2013WRAA03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I assume that 
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the Deputy is referring to the Public Service Obligation (PSO) air service for the Aran Islands. 
In this regard, I wish to inform the Deputy that my Department recently agreed a new contract 
for this service, which commenced on 1 October and will run until 30 September 2014.  The 
Deputy will be aware that my Department is currently seeking consultants to conduct a review 
of the air service for the islands.  The consultants will be expected to source all relevant infor-
mation in order to conduct the review, as outlined in the terms of reference, and to consult with 
all relevant stakeholders. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will, to the extent possible, make available in-
formation that it holds that may assist with any study of the nature referred to by him.

05/11/2013WRBB00150Inland Waterways Maintenance

05/11/2013WRBB00200590. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 59 of 16 October 2013, the extent of railway track that 
needs to be closed by Irish Rail in order for a vessel on the Royal Canal, Dublin, to be given 
access between the First and Sea Levels of the Royal Canal; if there has been an assessment of 
whether the extent of track closure could be reduced to facilitate greater ease of navigation on 
the Royal canal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45986/13]

05/11/2013WRBB00300591. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 59 of 16 October 2013, if the option of introducing a 
drop lock to replace the need of the lifting bridge has been considered since the establishment 
of Waterways Ireland or if that assessment was made by Waterways Ireland’s predecessors; the 
level of use of the sea level assumed in the assessment; if the impact of the Spencer Dock gre-
enway was taken into account and vice versa, was account taken of the impact on the greenway 
were the sea level to be made accessible to navigation by replacing the lifting bridge; if the as-
sessment includes analysis of whether the effective reopening of the sea level of the Royal Ca-
nal to meaningful levels of year round traffic would be consistent with the EU’s commitment to 
the protection and preservation of cultural heritage, in view of the fact that Dublin’s waterway’s 
heritage is part of the cultural infrastructure of Europe, contributing to economic attractiveness, 
job opportunities and quality of life; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45987/13]

05/11/2013WRBB00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 590 and 591 together.

I am advised that the option of constructing a drop lock to replace the need for the lifting 
bridge at the location in question has been considered by Waterways Ireland but it was not 
deemed viable due to the estimated costs involved, given that the minimum cost for a drop lock 
to replace the bridge would be of the order of €5m.  Work to install a drop lock at this location 
would also involve considerable temporary works, the extent of which would be unknown until 
ground conditions were assessed in detail.

I am also advised that there have been no assessments or analyses undertaken by Waterways 
Ireland in respect of the level of use or impact on the Spencer Dock Greenway.

I can inform the Deputy that the length of railway track disconnected from the rest of the 
loop line from the station when the bridge is in the ‘up’ position is approximately 16 metres. 
However, as the control and operation of the railway line in the vicinity of the lifting bridge lies 
entirely with Irish Rail, only it can indicate the extent of the permanent rail line that needs to be 
closed when the bridge is opened.
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05/11/2013WRBB00450Ministerial Staff

05/11/2013WRBB00500592. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. 
[46081/13]

05/11/2013WRBB00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In accor-
dance with the Guidelines on the Staffing of Ministers’ Offices, both of my advisors, James 
Kenny and Damien Garvey, were placed on the first point of the Principal Officer standard scale 
upon their appointment.  Copies of both their contracts of employment and qualifications state-
ments were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and are available for inspection in the Dáil 
Library, again in accordance with the above Guidelines.  For convenience, details in respect of 
date of appointment, educational qualifications and current salary are set out below. 

Name Date of Appoint-
ment

Qualification Current Salary

James 
Kenny

7 June 2011 BA in Economics, Irish 
and Archaeology 

€42,941 
(3rd Point of Principal Officer 
standard scale – after abate-
ment)

Damien 
Garvey 

2 April 2012 BA in Music €78,670 
(2nd Point of Principal Officer 
standard scale)

As Mr. Kenny is in receipt of a public service pension of €38,735, the salary applicable to a 
person on the 3rd point of the Principal Officer standard scale post implementation of the Had-
dington Road Agreement (€81,676) has been abated to €42,941 per annum in his case.

05/11/2013WRBB00650Commemorative Events

05/11/2013WRBB00700593. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to commemorate the landing of weapons to the Irish Volunteers from the Asgard in Au-
gust 1914; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46180/13]

05/11/2013WRBB00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan):  The found-
ing of the Irish Volunteers will be commemorated on 24 November next with military ceremo-
nies at the Garden of Remembrance, Parnell Square, Dublin.  The Pillar Room of the Rotunda 
Hospital will be opened to the public from Monday 25 November to Friday 29 November 2013, 
where an archival exhibition with artefacts from the period can be viewed.  Since August 2012, 
a permanent exhibition of the conserved yacht Asgard at the National Museum of Ireland, Col-
lins Barracks, profiles the historical background and the roles of the principals, and includes a 
narrative account of the landing of arms.  Specimens of the imported weapons are included in 
the exhibition.  

An official commemorative initiative is being prepared to mark the centenary of the landing 
of arms at Howth and the subsequent shooting of civilians in Dublin.  I am also aware that a 
community programme is being prepared in Kilcoole, Co Wicklow, to commemorate the land-
ing of arms there.

Adding credibility to the threats of armed resistance during the Home Rule crisis, the im-
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port of weapons by the Volunteer movements in 1914 was a transformative development and 
directly enabled the Easter Rising to take place in 1916.  As we reflect on the progress of the 
historic events in the centenary programme, it is appropriate that the significance of the landing 
of arms and the consequences would be acknowledged.

05/11/2013WRBB00850Wildlife Protection

05/11/2013WRBB00900594. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of prosecutions for breaches of the Wildlife Acts that were taken for each year over the 
past five years in each of the National Parks and Wildlife Service districts under his control; 
the number of those prosecutions that were successful; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46310/13]

05/11/2013WRBB01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There were 
156 prosecution cases taken by my Department in the period 2009 to date under various pro-
visions of the Wildlife Acts and the Habitats Regulations. Of this number, prosecutions were 
recorded in some 114 cases with further cases pending.  The Table below shows the number of 
prosecutions per year broken down between the three regional divisions of the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service of my Department.  

PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE WILDLIFE ACTS 2009 – 2013 (TO DATE)

Divisions Mid West/
Mid South 

East/
North 
East

North/
West

Year Number  of 
prosecu-
tion cases 
taken 

Pros-
ecutions 
recorded

Number  of 
prosecu-
tion cases 
taken

Pros-
ecutionsre-
corded

Number  of 
prosecu-
tion cases 
taken

Pros-
ecutions 
recorded

2009 8 3 18 17 Nil Nil
2010 14 11 11 8 4 3
2011 8 5 50 43 1 1
2012 5 4 25 (5 cases 

still pend-
ing)

16 2 2

2013* (to 
date)

1 7 1 2

Total 36 23 111 85 9 6

05/11/2013WRBB01050Civil Service Code of Conduct

05/11/2013WRBB01100595. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
numbers of employees in his Department who were involved in commercial hunting during 
each of the past five years; the number of employees who are currently involved in commercial 
hunting; his views on whether that involvement in commercial hunting by his employees con-
stitutes a serious conflict of interest in view of their statutory policing role; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46311/13]

05/11/2013WRBB01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, all civil servants are subject to the Civil Service Code of Standards and Be-
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haviour,  which was introduced under section 10(3) of the Standards in Public Office Act 2011. 
Under Paragraph 14 of that code, civil servants may not at any time engage in, or be connected 
with, any outside business or activity which would in any way conflict with the interests of 
their Departments/Offices or be inconsistent with their official positions, or tend to impair their 
ability to carry out their duties as civil servants.  For this reason, civil servants intending to be 
engaged in or connected with any outside business or employment are required to inform their 
Department of such an intention.

Since my Department was established in June 2011, it has not been informed by any mem-
ber of its staff of a potential conflict of interest with regard to commercial hunting.  If the 
Deputy is aware of any such case or activity and is in a position to pass on the relevant details 
to me, my Department can investigate the matter further. 

05/11/2013WRBB01250Special Areas of Conservation Appeals

05/11/2013WRBB01300596. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 348 of 30 April 2013, when the special area of conservation 
appeal will take place; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46468/13]

05/11/2013WRBB01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I understand 
that one objection is still being processed through Stage 1 of the appeals process and, in that re-
gard, my Department is currently awaiting a response to a query put to the appellant concerned 
this summer.  As soon as this matter is finalised, the Designated Area Appeals Advisory Board 
will be in a position to commence the formal appeals process for all Stage 2 appeals in relation 
to this site.

05/11/2013WRBB01450Inland Waterways Maintenance

05/11/2013WRBB01500597. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will indicate the current stage of the proposed restoration of the Ulster Canal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46485/13]

05/11/2013WRBB01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, in July 2007 the North/South Ministerial Council (NSMC) agreed to proceed 
with the restoration of the section of the Ulster Canal between Clones and Upper Lough Erne. 
The then Government agreed to cover the full capital costs of the project, which were estimated 
at that time to be of the order of €35m.

It was always the intention that the Ulster Canal project would be funded from the Wa-
terways Ireland annual allocations, as agreed through the annual estimates processes in this 
jurisdiction, as well as the deliberations of NSMC in relation to annual budgets.  It was a key 
consideration throughout the process that the Ulster Canal project would be supported by a 
significant level of projected income from the commercialisation of certain Waterways Ireland 
assets.  However, the economic downturn has had a negative impact on those plans.

In the meantime, the Ulster Canal project is progressing on an incremental basis.  Planning 
approvals have now been secured for the project in both jurisdictions.  I welcome these devel-
opments, which, I am sure the Deputy will agree, are a significant milestone for the project.

I am continuing to explore all possible options to advance this project within the current fis-
cal constraints.  In this regard, an Inter-Agency Group on the Ulster Canal has been established 
to explore and examine ways to advance the project and to examine possible funding options 
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for it, including existing funding streams and the leveraging of funding from other sources, 
including EU funding options.

05/11/2013WRBB01650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRBB01700598. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide an update on the sale of a bog (details dupplied) in County Galway: the reason for 
the delay in responding to correspondence on this matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46502/13]

05/11/2013WRBB01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An applica-
tion for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been re-
ceived by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.

The qualifying criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme are that:

- The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of conser-
vation – ownership or turbary right;

- The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in 
question on 25 May 2010;

- The turbary on the site must not be exhausted; 

- The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

-  No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

Following an inspection by officials of my Department of the plot of bog in respect of which 
the applicant has applied for compensation, it appears that no turf has been cut on this site for 
many years. 

The applicant claims to have ceased cutting turf on this plot when he joined the rural en-
vironmental protection scheme administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  I am advised that the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has indicated 
to my Department that a turf plot must have been inactive for 5 years before an applicant could 
have included the plot within the land which he/she declared for the rural environmental protec-
tion scheme

My Department is considering the position of those who have applied for compensation 
but do not appear to fulfil the qualifying criteria of the cessation of turf cutting compensation 
scheme for a variety of reasons and will be writing to all such applicants in relation to their 
position in due course.

A reply has been issued to the Deputy in response to his representation to me on this matter.

05/11/2013WRBB01850Scéimeanna Teanga

05/11/2013WRBB01900599. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aige líon na scoláireachtaí do ghasúir chun freastal ar scoileanna dara leib-
héal ar an hoileáin a mhéadú ó 30 go 60 don scoilbhliain 2014-15 ag cur san áireamh tábhacht 
na scéime seo d’inmharthanacht na n-oileán Gaeltachta, do na scoileanna dara leibhéal ar na 
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hoileáin agus don Ghaeilge ar na hoileáin chomh maith leis an éileamh atá ar an scéim; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [46510/13]

05/11/2013WRBB02000600. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén fáth ar laghdaíodh an deontas a íoctar le teaghlaigh a choinníonn scoláirí faoin scéim sco-
láireachtaí do scoileanna dara leibhéal ar na hoileáin; an bhfuil sé i gceist an deontas a mhéadú 
arís ag cur san áireamh an costas ard maireachtála ar na hoileáin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [46511/13]

05/11/2013WRBB02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Tógfaidh mé 
Ceisteanna Uimh. 599 agus 600 le chéile. 

Faoin mbeartas speisialta atá i gceist ag an Teachta, íoctar deontas in aghaidh an lae faoi 
Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge le teaghlaigh cáilithe ar oileáin i leith daltaí lasmuigh den 
Ghaeltacht, a bhíonn ar iostas leo fad a bhíonn siad ag freastal ar an meánscoil ar bhonn lánaim-
seartha ar na hoileáin sin. Cuireadh an socrú seo i bhfeidhm chun cabhrú le hinmharthanacht 
na meánscoileanna ar oileáin Ghaeltachta agus ar mhaithe le hinmharthanacht na n-oileán go 
ginearálta. 

Íoctar an deontas faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge, cé go mbíonn na daltaí ag freastal 
ar mheánscoil in áit choláiste samhraidh agus cé go gcaitheann siad tréimhse níos faide sa 
Ghaeltacht. Tá teorainn de thríocha (30) curtha leis an líon daltaí gur féidir a aithint sna meán-
scoileanna seo le go mbeidh cóimheas folláin agus torthúil idir na daltaí ón taobh amuigh agus 
daltaí ón oileán. Faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge, íocann mo Roinnse €9.50 in aghaidh 
an lae leis na teaghlaigh i gcás na gcoláistí samhraidh i gcoitinne agus íoctar €27 in aghaidh an 
lae leis na teaghlaigh faoin socrú speisialta seo. Tá mé sásta gur leor an deontas seo ag cur na 
cúinsí uile san áireamh.

  Question No. 601 answered with Question No. 587.

05/11/2013WRBB02250Grazing Rights

05/11/2013WRBB02300602. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
legal basis on which he is refusing to pay compensation to farmers in the Nephin Beag range 
and the Maumturks-Twelve Bens range where they can prove there are continuing residual 
losses over the next five years, due to the destocking imposed by his Department on them which 
ceased this autumn, as these farmers can only restock their farms by breeding sheep on the hills, 
as any purchased sheep would not remain on a strange hill; if he is willing to enter negotiations 
with the farmers affected or their representatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46559/13]

05/11/2013WRBB02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The grazing 
restrictions that applied until the beginning of this month in the Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex 
Special Area of Conservation, the Maumturk Mountains Special Area of Conservation and the 
Owenduff/Nephin Special Protection Area were required to address the ruling of the European 
Court of Justice in case C-117/00 concerning overgrazing in the habitats of the red grouse and 
other species.  The grazing restrictions, which although difficult to implement and maintain, 
were delivered in a spirit of co-operation and compliance and have had a positive effect on 
vegetation recovery.  The case was closed in 2009, subject to continued grazing management, 
and significant fines were avoided.

To assist the farmers in these areas to become compliant with Good Agricultural and Envi-
ronmental Condition (GAEC) requirement and the Nature Directives through cross compliance 
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requirements, this Department made significant payments, of circa €5 million,between 2006 
and 2013.  The restrictions have now concluded and it is now a matter for the farmers in ques-
tion to manage their stock numbers and to ensure that their land is in GAEC.  My Department 
will therefore not be making further payments.  

My Department is working with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine with 
the aim of inclusion of measures in the next Rural Development Programme to support appro-
priate management of Natura 2000 areas.

05/11/2013WRBB02450Grazing Rights

05/11/2013WRBB02500603. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
restrictions that will apply on Natura 2000 commonage sites in 2014 in relation to farming 
practices and stock number; the compensation scheme in place to compensate farmers for these 
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46567/13]

05/11/2013WRBB02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There are no 
mandatory grazing restrictions currently applying to Natura 2000 commonages, other than the 
general requirement to maintain the land in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition 
(GAEC).  GAEC is administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  

In addition, in Natura 2000 sites, the consent of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht is required for certain activities known as Notifiable Actions (NAs), which have the 
potential to damage or interfere with the ecology of a site.  The list of NAs notified to landown-
ers when sites were designated continues to apply.  Landowners and users should note that there 
is no general prohibition on the activities listed but there is a requirement to seek and obtain 
the consent of the Minister where relevant, before works commence.  In practice, such consent 
should be sought initially from the local conservation ranger.  

I understand that it is intended through the commonage review process to indicate stocking 
levels for commonages that ensure that GAEC is maintained, to protect against undergrazing 
and overgrazing.  

My Department is working with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
seek appropriate measures in the next Rural Development Plan to support sustainable manage-
ment of commonages.

05/11/2013WRBB02650Commemorative Events

05/11/2013WRBB02700604. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if there is any funding available for groups who are interested in holding events next year to 
commemorate World War I; if so, the person who is the Department contact for the groups; the 
amount of funding available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46882/13]

05/11/2013WRBB02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Advisory 
Committee on Commemorations, chaired by Dr Maurice Manning, has placed great emphasis 
on the importance of the commemorative initiatives that are being organised at local and com-
munity level.  Such events complement the official initiatives and contribute greatly towards the 
goals of inclusion and education.

While I have not yet dedicated an allocation to support community-based commemorative 
initiatives relating to the centenary of the independence struggle and the First World War, I can 
confirm that my Department is very interested to hear from groups in relation to their intentions 
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and aspirations.

05/11/2013WRBB02850Wildlife Protection

05/11/2013WRBB02900605. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the ac-
tion he has taken to protect our heritage and wildlife from minks escaping from mink farms. 
[47047/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Wild mink 
are not a protected species under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 and they can be controlled by 
farmers, landowners and others.

A study commissioned by my Department, and published in 2009, estimated the population 
of mink living in the wild in the State could reach a total of between 20,500 and 33,500 indi-
viduals, and identified ground-nesting birds as the species most vulnerable to mink predation.   
In this regard, my Department is concentrating its resources on land it owns or manages so as to 
protect the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird species, including red-throated diver, corn-
crake, grey partridge, waders and terns, from a range of predators, including mink.   €92,000 
was spent in 2011 with a further €135,000 spent in 2012 on such predator control programmes.      
Expenditure in 2013 is likely to be in the region of the 2012 figure.  This expenditure covers 
control of not only mink but other predatory species such as the grey crow, magpie and fox.

I also provided €20,000 to the National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC) 
to stimulate increased control of mink by game shooting clubs. I consider that this offers a use-
ful addition to the measures already being taken by my Department.   

The licencing of mink farms in this State is regulated by the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine. 

05/11/2013WRBB03050Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRBB03100606. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Depart-
ment’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47071/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan):    An indica-
tive comparison of my Department’s 2014 Budget allocations at subhead level and the cor-
responding 2013 provisions is available on my Department’s website via the following link: 
http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/Publications/CorporatePublications/CurrentPublications/  

The full year effects of the savings measures will be achieved during 2014.

As the Deputy will be aware, the published allocations will be supplemented in 2014 by a 
number of measures announced on Budget Day by my colleague, the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform.  These include:

-  €6 million for the Limerick National City of Culture 2014 - Limerick is the inaugural Na-
tional City of Culture, a new designation which a city will hold for one calendar year;

-  €6 million to fund a number of 1916 Commemoration Projects; and

-  €5 million for the Traditional Skills and Buildings at Risk Jobs Leverage Scheme 2014 - 
this will be directed at renovation projects for buildings which are protected. 

The final allocation for my Department, incorporating these Budget Day measures, will be 
set out in the forthcoming Revised Estimates Volume, due to be published before the end of the 
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year.  I will make a judgement at that time as to which programmes and projects will be priori-
tised, having regard to the additional funding announced on Budget Day, as well as the reduc-
tions that necessarily have to be made as part of my Department’s contribution to the overall 
fiscal consolidation.  Accordingly, it should be noted that the breakdown on my Department’s 
website should be considered provisional pending the finalisation of the Revised Estimates 
Volume in the coming weeks.

05/11/2013WRBB03250Public Service Obligation Levy Increase

05/11/2013WRBB03300607. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason for the increase in the public service obligation levy for electricity cus-
tomers; if he will confirm that VAT is payable on the levy; if he has considered the impact this 
increase will have on consumers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45622/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy has been in place since 2001 and is the overall sup-
port mechanism for peat generation, for certain conventional generation constructed for secu-
rity of supply purposes, and for the development of renewable electricity.  The levy is designed 
to compensate electricity suppliers for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity 
generated by these producers.  The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) determines the 
PSO levy which is a charge on all electricity customers without exception.  The legal basis for 
the PSO levy and its method of calculation are set out in regulations made under the Electricity 
Regulation Act 1999 (S.I. 217 of 2002).  The scheme sets out that the levy applies to all elec-
tricity customers and the levy amount is reviewed annually.  VAT at a rate of 13.5% is payable 
on the PSO levy amount.  The annual PSO levy amount for 2013/2014 (exclusive of VAT) is 
€42.87 for residential customers and €129.83 for small to medium sized business customers. 
This equates to €3.57 per month for residential customers and €10.82 per month for small to 
medium sized business customers.  Medium and large customers pay €18.47/kVA annually or 
€1.54/kvA monthly.  I understand from the CER that the key drivers for the rise in the annual 
PSO levy include: (i) a lower market price for electricity than expected; (ii) less running of 
certain PSO plant than anticipated (resulting in reduced market income and hence an increased 
requirement for PSO support), (iii) an increase in wind connections supported by the PSO, as 
well as (iv) a “correction factor” for under-recoveries of the PSO in previous years.  The CER 
Decision on the PSO levy (CER/13/168) is available at www.cer.ie

While I fully understand and appreciate concerns about the cost of the PSO levy to custom-
ers, the development of renewable energy capacity will allow Ireland to reduce its fossil fuel 
dependence and vulnerability to rises in international fossil fuel prices.  The PSO levy supports 
that development and provides increased security of supply in electricity generation.

05/11/2013WRBB03450Energy Resources

05/11/2013WRBB03500608. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reasons energy resources lying within the territory of the State, including its 
territorial waters, cannot be nationalised and exploited by the State itself for the benefit of the 
Irish people as is the practice in other European states; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45672/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland operates a model where the State provides the opportunity and private industry bears the 
risk associated with investing in exploration activity.  In addition to offering regular and attrac-
tive licensing initiatives and actively promoting the opportunity to invest in exploration in the 
Irish offshore, my Department works with a range of other State bodies to support the conduct 
of effective exploration for our natural resources of oil and gas.  I am of the view that it would 
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be more effective to seek to build on this cooperation rather than to nationalise the nascent pe-
troleum industry and establish a State exploration company. 

Given that a single exploration well in the Atlantic can cost in excess of €100 million and 
the high risk of unsuccessful exploration in the Irish Offshore, it is difficult to make the case 
that the taxpayer should make such an investment in the sector at this time.  There is no reason 
to believe that a State exploration company would be any more successful than private industry 
in choosing the most prospective areas in which to invest.  

05/11/2013WRBB03650Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRBB03700609. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the recommendations from the international commission of experts report on the possi-
bility of undergrounding all or part of the Meath-Tyrone interconnector he considers applicable 
to the proposed Grid Link overhead power line route linking Munster and Leinster.  [45731/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03800610. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his policy regarding to the erection of electricity pylons and overhead lines in areas of 
outstanding natural beauty and high scenic amenity generally. [45732/13]

05/11/2013WRBB03900611. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if there have been any advances in technology to change the accepted view that the cost 
of underground cabling is multiples that of transmission via overhead powerlines. [45733/13]

05/11/2013WRBB04000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos 609 to 611, inclusive, together.  

The “Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission and Other 
Energy Infrastructure” (July 2012), made it clear that the Government does not seek to direct 
energy infrastructure developers to particular sites, routes or technologies.  These are matters 
for the developers and for the forward planning processes through regional and local develop-
ment plans and at project level through the development management process.  In this context, 
energy infrastructure developers are encouraged to work with the those forward planning pro-
cesses to set clear contexts for assessment of individual applications for planning consent and 
to facilitate as wide a degree of consensus as possible as to how and where to meet grid devel-
opment needs.

The Government, as detailed in the July 2012 Policy Statement, expects the companies, 
including the State energy companies, in making their choices of project specific technolo-
gies and routing, to take account of all relevant national and international standards, to follow 
best practice, to ensure value for money and to be informed by detailed consultation at local 
level.  Using the best available advice and expertise the companies are required to address and 
mitigate, as necessary, human, environmental and landscape impacts in delivering the projects 
concerned. 

I understand that there is no single ‘right’ solution for any particular development and that 
technical solutions must be project specific.  I also understand that conventional overhead lines 
are still the most common solution adopted worldwide and still offer significantly lower invest-
ment costs than any underground alternative. 

EirGrid and ESB Networks are mandated to plan developments in a safe efficient and eco-
nomic manner in accordance with their licences from the Commission for Energy Regulation. 

The Grid Link Project is a key initiative under EirGrid’s Grid25.  Without this project, the 
electricity grid in the south and east of Ireland will not be sufficient to meet the region’s future 
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electricity needs.  The project will facilitate both conventional generation and renewable energy 
projects.  It will reinforce the grid in Leinster and Munster and support future interconnection 
with grids outside of Ireland.  It is a significant upgrade of the electricity grid and is the larg-
est project under the Grid25 programme.  The project will involve an estimated €500 million 
investment and will enable Ireland to meet its 40% renewable electricity 2020 target, while also 
reducing our reliance on imported fossil fuels.

EirGrid is committed to public consultation and has been engaging in a comprehensive pro-
cess with regard to the Grid Link project. EirGrid’s consultation process has involved opening 
five regional information centres, providing a lo-call project information telephone line (1890 
422 122), local radio advertising, and national and local print advertising.  The company wel-
comes observations and views in relation to the Grid Link Project which is still at an early stage. 
The identification of route corridor options is a key opportunity for public input given that the 
decision regarding the final route of this electricity line is yet to be made. 

05/11/2013WRCC00150Bord Gáis Privatisation

05/11/2013WRCC00200612. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; when the sale will be 
complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45768/13]

05/11/2013WRCC00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Bord Gáis Éireann is in the process of selling its energy business, Bord Gáis Energy. Bord Gáis 
Éireann and its advisors, working with NewERa, who are advising the Government in relation 
to the sale, are curently assessing the latest bids received for Bord Gáis Energy.  The Deputy 
will understand that, as the process is ongoing, it would be inappropriate for me to make any 
further public comment on the transaction. 

05/11/2013WRCC00350Renewable Energy Incentives

05/11/2013WRCC00400613. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the amount of subsidies given by the Government to support all forms of 
renewable energy in the years 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46019/13]

05/11/2013WRCC00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Grant schemes, administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf 
of my Department, are the main subsidies available for renewable energy.  The Better Energy 
Programme, which principally provides funding for energy efficiency measures, also provides 
grants for the installation of solar panels.  The Renewable Heat Deployment Programme (Re-
Heat), Greener Homes Scheme and the CHP Deployment Programme, also provided grants but 
have since closed and residual payments were made in 2011.  Since 2011, SEAI has adminis-
tered the Electric Vehicles Grant scheme which provides grants of up to €5,000 towards the pur-
chase of new electric vehicles.  These grants are in addition to the VRT reliefs of up to €5,000 
which apply to electric vehicles.  My Department, through SEAI, also subsidises Renewable 
Energy Research, Demonstration and Development projects and Ocean Energy Development.  
My Department has also given grants towards the International Energy Research Centre (IERC) 
and the Irish Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster (IMERC).  The Department rit has also 
part-funded renewable energy projects approved under the INTERREG Programme.

Details of subsidies provided for renewable energy are set out in the table below:
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- 2011 (million euro) 2012 (million euro)
ReHeat Programme (residu-
al expenditure)

0.332 0

CHP Deployment (residual 
expenditure)

0.376 0

Greener Homes (residual 
expenditure)

4.590 0

Better Energy (Solar grants 
only)

0.934 1.742

Electric Vehicles 0.198 0.768
Ocean Energy Development 3.996 2.045
Renewable Energy Research 
Development and Demon-
stration

1.35 0.461

Interreg 0.41 0.236
IMERC 0 0.75
IERC 0.422 0.79

The principal supports for renewable electricity generation are the current REFIT, and for-
mer AER, schemes which are not subsidised by the Government.  These are funded through the 
Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy, which is paid for by all electricity consumers.  The most 
recent PSO decision by the Commission for Energy Regulation is set out at http://www.cer.ie/
en/renewables-current-consultations.aspx?article=d7f14086-df08-4efd-8561-ae0ba571f08d.  

05/11/2013WRCC00550Wind Energy Guidelines

05/11/2013WRCC00600614. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if an independent and verifiable impact study on the environmental, economic, 
social and heritage effects of wind energy developments will be carried out prior to the publica-
tion of the national renewable energy export policy and planning framework, which will guide 
An Bord Pleanála when considering any proposals of a significant scale for wind energy export 
projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46057/13]

05/11/2013WRCC00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As part of our considerations of the mutual benefits from energy co-operation with the United 
Kingdom, an agreed programme of work, including a full technical and economic analysis, is 
underway with the aim of finalising an Inter-Governmental Agreement in early 2014.  A key 
objective, from an Irish Government perspective, is to realise the potential for investment, jobs 
and growth.  The amount of energy to be procured by the UK and the mechanisms for sharing 
the resultant economic benefits, including an appropriate return to the Exchequer, are among 
the matters to be addressed ahead of signing any Inter-Governmental Agreement.  The Renew-
able Energy Export Policy and Development Framework will be underpinned by a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) which is a formal, systematic evaluation of the likely signifi-
cant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a decision is made to 
adopt the plan or programme.  This will be accompanied by a Habitats Directive Assessment 
(i.e. an Appropriate Assessment (AA)) under the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, which will be 
carried out by my Department based on the findings of a Natura Impact Statement.  The first 
of three public consultations on the framework was launched in October, inviting all interested 
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parties, including members of the public, to make written submissions or observations, to assist 
in the preparation of the policy and development framework.  This initial period of consultation 
will remain open until 22 November.

Wind farm development in Ireland is subject to the Planning Acts, including the require-
ments for public consultation.  In order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable 
energy targets, while at the same time ensuring that wind energy does not have negative impacts 
on local communities, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
in conjunction with my own Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, is 
undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the existing Wind Energy Planning Guide-
lines examining the manner in which the Guidelines address key issues such as noise (including 
separation distance) and shadow flicker.  It is expected that revised guidelines will be published 
for consultation by the end of November with a view to the finalisation of the new guidelines 
by mid-2014.  This will apply to all wind farm development in Ireland.  

05/11/2013WRCC00750Renewable Energy Exports

05/11/2013WRCC00800615. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will ensure transparency in the process of developing a national renewable 
energy export policy and planning framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46059/13]

05/11/2013WRCC00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I launched an initial period of public consultation on the renewable energy export policy and 
development framework in October, inviting all interested parties, including members of the 
public, to make written submissions or observations on the framework and to assist in the 
preparation and scoping of the associated Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental 
Report and the Habitats Directive Natura Impact Statement.  This initial period of consultation 
will remain open until 22 November and submissions can be made by either e-mail or by post.  
Two further consultations will be held at key points in the development of the framework.  In 
addition, I have launched a new dedicated section on my Department’s website, which provides 
information on the consultation process and will also, on an ongoing basis, provide updates on 
the renewable energy export project.  In addition to placing the consultation documentation 
online, it has also been made available to local authorities for display in their offices.  

05/11/2013WRCC00950Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRCC01000616. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed 
by him. [46083/13]

05/11/2013WRCC01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested is set out in the following table: 

Name Position Current Salary/Salary 
Scale

Simon Nugent Special Advisor to Minister €91,425
Finbarr O’Malley Special Advisor to Minister €75,647 - €87,258
Linda Brien Personal Assistant to Min-

ister
€43,715 - €56,060
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Name Position Current Salary/Salary 
Scale

Colm Lawless Personal Secretary to Min-
ister

€23,820 - €47,755

The appointment of each of the above staff was sanctioned by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform in accordance with that Department’s Guidelines on Staffing of Min-
isterial Offices. 

05/11/2013WRCC01150Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

05/11/2013WRCC01200617. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the ESB pension scheme with particular concern 
to the €1.8 billion deficit in the scheme; when the status of the scheme changed from defined 
benefit to defined contribution in the company’s annual report; and the action being taken to 
address the current pension deficit. [46379/13]

05/11/2013WRCC01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In late 2008, the Trustees of the ESB Superannuation Scheme brought forward the tri-annual 
valuation of the Scheme by one year.  That valuation showed an ongoing valuation deficit of 
€1.9 billion and a Minimum Funding Standard deficit of €1.8 billion.  Consequently, the ESB 
and the ESB Group of Unions formed a working group to assess how best to address the re-
ported deficit and to protect as far as was feasible the interest of ESB and the current members 
of the Scheme.  ESB reached an agreement with staff in 2010 to resolve the pension deficit.  
Aside from the on-going actuarial position, the Pensions Board also requires the ESB Scheme 
to assess whether it could meet the Minimum Funding Standard (MFS).  This effectively tests 
whether the Scheme could meet all its current obligations if it were wound up immediate-
ly.  While neither the Government nor the ESB envisages the winding up of the Scheme, the 
Scheme is still required to meet the requirements of the MFS.  I am informed that the Trust-
ees of the ESB scheme, with the agreement of ESB, submitted a funding plan to the Pensions 
Board, which was approved in October 2012.  I am advised that the ESB plan aims to eliminate 
the deficit by 2018 and that this plan remains on track.  Regarding the manner in which ESB 
accounts for the Scheme in its financial statements, my Department has been advised by the 
ESB that, having taken expert legal and financial advice, the Company is satisfied that the cur-
rent accounting treatment for the Scheme is correct and in accordance with applicable laws and 
international accounting standards.

05/11/2013WRCC01350National Broadband Plan Implementation

05/11/2013WRCC01400618. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide a progress report on the roll-out of broadband, high-speed broad-
band and fibre broadband in an area (details supplied) of County Wicklow; if the State will in-
tervene to ensure access to broadband service in the area, in view of the fact that the competitive 
market has failed to deliver such service for small businesses that are expanding; the way the 
national broadband plan will improve broadband speeds in this area, in view of the number of 
small and medium enterprises, new homes and proposed new developments in its environs; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that similar towns nearby have access to fibre broadband 
that is sufficient for essential business communications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46381/13]

05/11/2013WRCC01500620. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans for the roll-out of broadband in an area (details supplied) in County Dublin; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46427/13]

05/11/2013WRCC01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 618 and 620 together.  

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is 
available to all citizens and businesses.  This will be achieved by providing: 

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and 

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  ComReg has put in place a new 
regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and for service bundles, both of which 
are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service providers.  ComReg’s multiband 
spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the rollout of advanced mobile broad-
band services.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market fails to deliver such services. In order to progress the State-led investment 
for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement process must 
be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a 
comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and anticipated investment by the commercial 
sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver high speed broadband services over 
the coming years.  The results of this mapping exercise will inform the precise areas that need 
to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

05/11/2013WRCC01650Fisheries Protection

05/11/2013WRCC01700619. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his plans to reopen Lough Foyle to salmon fishermen for drift net fishing; 
if there will be a compensation package put in place for the drift net fishermen; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46395/13]

05/11/2013WRCC01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Lough Foyle is within the remit of the Loughs Agency of the Foyle, Carlingford and Irish 
Lights Commission, which is a North-South Body established under the terms of the Good Fri-
day Agreement.I am advised that under the Foyle Area (Control of Fishing) Regulations 2010, 
intoduced by the Loughs Agency, the Agency is required to “suspend netting in the River Foyle, 
Lough Foyle and seaward of Lough Foyle”, unless the management target number of salmon 
set out in the regulations is exceeded in each of any two of the previous five calendar years. 
I am further advised that as the management targets have not been exceeded netting remains 
suspended under the 2010 regulations and in line with the conservation imperative.  Any plans 
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to reopen the Rivers and a prospective timeframe for same would be a matter for consideration 
by the Loughs Agency in the light of the provisions in the regulations.  I am advised that the 
Agency keeps matters under ongoing review.

In 2007 payments under the Salmon Hardship Scheme, were offered to commercial fisher-
men, operating in interceptory fisheries, to voluntarily cease fishing in the commercial drift net 
and draft net sectors. 134 fishermen in the relevant area availed of the scheme and 28 did not 
apply in order to retain their licences. The scheme closed for applications in 2007.

  Question No. 620 answered with Question No. 618.

05/11/2013WRCC01950Better Energy Homes Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRCC02000621. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the name and location of every organisation in County Mayo that applied for 
a grant under the better energy areas scheme in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46701/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02100622. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the name and location of every organisation in County Mayo that applied for a 
grant under the better energy communities scheme this year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46702/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02200623. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the number of applicants in County Mayo that have received funding under the 
better energy warmer homes scheme and the better energy homes scheme; and the total amount 
of State funding that has been paid out to applicants in County Mayo under each of these 
schemes. [46709/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 621 to 623, inclusive, together.

The Better Energy Communities, Better Energy Areas, Better Energy Homes and the Bet-
ter Energy Warmer Homes Schemes are administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme.   

Exchequer funding of €6 million has been allocated to the Better Energy Areas scheme in 
2013.  The scheme, which is free of charge to the customer, primarily delivers energy upgrades 
to low income homeowners experiencing extreme energy poverty in all housing sectors includ-
ing Local Authority houses, Housing Association houses and private homes.  The measures 
include roof insulation, wall insulation, heating system installation, including Condensing oil 
Boilers & Heating Controls, windows & doors upgrades and energy efficient lighting.

The SEAI received 2 applications under the scheme in the Mayo region which are set out in 
the following table, one of which was not successful.

Applications in Mayo under the Better Energy Areas Scheme 2013

Name of Applicant Location
Clar ICH Warmer Homes Claremorris, Co Mayo
Ballina Town Council (not successful) Ballina, Co Mayo

Exchequer funding of €7 million has been provided for the Better Energy Communites 
scheme in 2013.  This funding will support sustainable energy upgrades and enhanced energy 
to existing buildings and services in the community sector.  The scheme aims to support com-
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munity groups to achieve on-going and lasting energy savings.  Innovative and pioneering 
partnerships for the delivery of projects between the public and private sectors, domestic and 
non-domestic sectors, commercial and not-for profit organisations are encouraged around the 
country. 

Details of the organisations and locations of applications received under the Better Energy 
Communities scheme in Mayo in 2013, including an application from the Sustainable Hub for 
Environment Design and Development (SHEDD) which was subsequently withdrawn, are set 
out in the following table. 

Applications in Mayo under the Better Energy Communities scheme 2013:

Name of Applicant Location
Moygownagh GAA Club through the Musgrave/GAA 
project

Moygownagh, Co Mayo

Dawn through EPS/Dawn Community Partnership Dawn, Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo
Sustainable Hub for the Environment Design and Devel-
opment (SHEDD)(application withdrawn)

Westport, Co Mayo

Exchequer funding of €13 million has been allocated to the Better Energy Homes scheme 
in 2013.  The scheme provides support to homeowners towards the installation of attic and wall 
insulation, and heating system upgrades including solar thermal with the works being under-
taken by privately appointed contractors.

Exchequer funding of €18 million has been allocated to the Better Energy Warmer Homes 
scheme in 2013.  The scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to households that 
are vulnerable to energy poverty.  The scheme is delivered through a combination of SEAI ap-
pointed Community Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors 
in order to ensure national coverage.  The scheme is also delivered through a separate strand via 
an area based approach.  Measures available include: draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging 
jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are free of 
charge to the customer.

Completions in Mayo under Better Energy Homes and Better Energy Warmer Homes 
Schemes Jan – Oct 2013

Scheme Homes Completed (Jan – Oct 
2013)

Funding (Jan – Oct 2013)

Better Energy Homes 206 €236,000
Better Energy Warmer 
Homes

518 €1,080,000

05/11/2013WRCC02350Pensions Levy Issues

05/11/2013WRCC02400624. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has engaged with the ESB to ascertain the reason the pension levy is being 
charged on all ESB pensioners for life as opposed to the duration of the pension levy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46715/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I understand that this is a matter for the Trustees of the Pension Scheme concerned and not one 
in which I, as Minister, have a role or function.
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05/11/2013WRCC02550Salmon Hardship Scheme

05/11/2013WRCC02600625. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 167 of 17 July 2013, in view of the fact that 
both the eel and salmon fisheries in Ireland were suspended without any form of compensation 
or diversification being offered which resulted in recent tragedies where affected fishermen 
were forced to take greater risks making a living at sea in inadequate boats in order to support 
their families, if he will consider putting in place a set aside payment package for those fisher-
men interested in continuing to fish and a buyout package for those fishermen who wish to exit 
the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46736/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02700626. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his view’s that traditional commercial fishing is an important part of the heritage of 
rural life and is a tradition which stretches back generations over hundreds of years; his views 
that it is essential that we retain and pass on this heritage which is vital to the conservation of 
the traditions in rural fishing communities here; if he will consider re-opening the eel commer-
cial fisheries on a pilot scheme as has been done on salmon rivers as a means to preserve these 
traditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46737/13]

05/11/2013WRCC02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 625 and 626 together.

I understand that the tragic events referred to by the Deputy are under independent investi-
gation by the Marine Casualty Investigation Board and therefore comment or speculation, in-
cluding in relation to the cause of the tragedy, from any party while that investigation is ongoing 
is not appropriate. 

I refer to my reply to Question No. 771 of 18 September 2013 which outlined the availabil-
ity of payments under the Salmon Hardship Scheme.  I would also draw the Deputy’s attention 
to my response to Question No. 373 of 24 September 2013 in relation to eels which dealt with 
matters comprehensively.

05/11/2013WRCC02850Wind Energy Generation

05/11/2013WRCC02900627. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the cost benefit analysis that has been carried out on behalf of his Department on 
wind energy, in particular on the wind farms planned for the midlands. [46789/13]

05/11/2013WRCC03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In January of this year the UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Mr. Ed Davey 
MP and I signed a Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation.  That Memorandum 
sent a strong signal of our shared interest in developing the opportunity to export green electric-
ity from Ireland to Britain and will result in completion of consideration of how Irish renew-
able energy resources, onshore and offshore, might be developed to the mutual benefit of both 
countries.  A full cost benefit analysis is underway to determine if it is mutually beneficial for 
Ireland and the United Kingdom to enter an Inter-Governmental Agreement in early 2014 to 
facilitate trade in renewable energy.  A key objective, from an Irish Government perspective, is 
to realise the potential for investment, jobs and growth.  The amount of energy to be procured 
by the UK and the mechanisms for sharing the resultant economic benefits, including an ap-
propriate return to the Exchequer, are among the matters to be addressed ahead of signing any 
Inter-Governmental Agreement.

05/11/2013WRCC03050Job Creation

05/11/2013WRCC03100628. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
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Natural Resources the action he will take to support and actively encourage the manufacturers 
of wind turbines to come here and to produce this type of equipment to utilise the opportunity 
to gain employment for persons here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46801/13]

05/11/2013WRCC03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A key contributor to attracting manufacturing or assembly facilities to Ireland is the proposed 
pipeline of wind generation projects.  In that regard, conscious of the need to meet our 2020 
targets, and recognising the need for policy certainty on the part of developers, I implemented 
a number of changes to support scheme flexibility this year providing developers who are due 
to build post 2015 with the certainty they require on support scheme access.  This has been a 
contributary factor in over 3,000 megawatts of wind generators accepting their Gate 3 offers 
to connect.  This level of accepted offers and contracts being signed shows the commitment 
among generators to proceed with their projects, underpinned by the work of my Department. 
Separately, the Memorandum of Understanding signed with the United Kingdom on energy 
cooperation sent a strong signal of our shared interest in developing the opportunity to export 
green electricity from Ireland to Britain.  An agreed programme of work to this end is underway 
with the ambition to settle on an Inter-Governmental Agreement in early 2014.  A key objec-
tive, from an Irish Government perspective, is to realise the potential for investment, jobs and 
growth.  The shift towards renewable energy and related technologies presents opportunities to 
develop new products across the information technology, remote communications and software 
sectors.  A recent survey of IWEA member companies shows that some 3,400 people are in full 
time employment in the wind energy sector which will grow further as we progress towards our 
legally binding 2020 targets.

With regards to projects of a significant scale and specifically for export, employment cre-
ation arising from a 3 Gigawatt project would be expected to be in the order of 3,000 to 6,000 
job years in the construction phase, with the actual number dependent on the construction 
schedule to 2020.  There would also be additional jobs created in the on-going maintenance of 
turbines over a 20-year operating life. 

However the combination of our potential domestic and export pipeline, provides an im-
portant signal to those looking to site a manufacturing or assembly plant.  To maximise the em-
ployment potential, including the attraction of manufacturing or assembly facilities, all relevant 
State agencies, particularly in the enterprise area, will have to co-ordinate their activities early 
in the process to ensure we maximise the employment potential from wind generation develop-
ment.  This opportunity has already been identified by the IDA and Enterprise Ireland in their 
clean technology growth strategies.   

05/11/2013WRCC03250National Broadband Plan Implementation

05/11/2013WRCC03300629. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on whether the third tier broadband speed target, of a minimum of 30Mbps 
for every home and business, contained in the national broadband plan is still achievable within 
the lifetime of the Government; if he has received any new information to change his view; if 
he is working on the basis of a revised minimum target; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [47001/13]

05/11/2013WRCC03400630. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources with reference to written answers given recently concerning the implementation of 
the National Broadband Plan, what, in quantitative terms, he considers to be high speed broad-
band; if that refers to a minimum speed, a busy-hour speed, an average speed, an up-to speed or 
a contracted speed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47002/13]

05/11/2013WRCC03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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I propose to take Questions Nos. 629 and 630 together. 

The Digital Agenda for Europe sets a broadband target of 30Mbps for all Europeans by 
2020, with at least 50% of EU households subscribing to broadband above 100Mbps by 2020.  
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses.  This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  The State can only intervene to 
ensure access to broadband services in areas where the competitive market fails to deliver such 
services.  In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for 
the market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval 
must be obtained. 

The revised EU State Aid guidelines for next generation access envisage that any State in-
tervention would:

- deliver services reliably at a very high speed per subscriber through optical (or equivalent 
technology) backhaul sufficiently close to user premises to guarantee the actual delivery of the 
very high speed;

- support a variety of advanced digital services; and

- have substantially higher upload speeds (compared to basic broadband networks). 

These guidelines, which were published in January 2013, will critically inform the nature 
of the State intervention in the provision of high speed broadband as envisaged in the National 
Broadband Plan. 

My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and antici-
pated investment by the commercial sector, the results of which will inform the precise areas 
that need to be targeted in the State-led investment. In addition, intensive technical, financial 
and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are ongoing.  The procurement pro-
cess for the approved intervention will be carried out in accordance with EU and Irish procure-
ment rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

05/11/2013WRCC03550National Broadband Plan Implementation

05/11/2013WRCC03600631. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources further to Parliamentary Question No.160 of 26 September 2013, his views on 
whether the regulatory and policy framework currently in place will assist in delivering the 
goals of the national broadband plan; the changes he intends to introduce; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [47003/13]

05/11/2013WRCC03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses. This will be achieved by providing:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and 

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, there is evidence that industry is investing beyond the 
targets to which they committed in the Plan. eircom has extended its plans for the rollout of 
high speed services to 1.2m premises, UPC has increased its minimum and top speed products 
to 120Mbps and 200Mbps respectively, and mobile operators are rolling out enhanced product 
offerings, including 4G mobile.  These developments have been facilitated through the imple-
mentation of measures in the National Broadband Plan, including the conclusion of ComReg’s 
multiband spectrum auction, and the new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation 
Access and service bundles.  Both of these measures are designed to incentivise the rollout of 
services by operators.  Changes to planning and permitting regimes will also facilitate invest-
ment by the commercial sector, in line with the commitments in the National Broadband Plan. 
Furthermore, it is intended to commence a review of spectrum policy shortly with the intention 
to bring forward any necessary legislative changes. 

The Government’s National Digital Strategy complements the National Broadband Plan by 
seeking to stimulate demand for broadband.  The initial phase is focussing on trading online and 
entrepreneurship, citizen engagement, and education and eLearning. 

A trend towards the adoption of higher speeds is becoming evident, with 38% of custom-
ers subscribing to broadband speeds exceeding 10Mbps and 30% of customers contracting for 
speeds at or exceeding 30Mbps at end June 2013.

As regards the State-led intervention envisaged in the Plan, intensive technical, financial 
and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are ongoing.  The procurement pro-
cess for the approved intervention will be carried out in accordance with EU and Irish procure-
ment rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

05/11/2013WRDD00075Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRDD00100632. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide, in tabular form, the partial-year and full-year monetary 
effect of his Department’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47073/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There is no partial year monetary effect on my Department’s expenditure arising from Budget 
2014.  The full year reduction over the 2013 Estimate amounts to €14.566 million with €9.566 
million current savings and €5 million capital savings identified.  The following tables outline 
the current and capital expenditure Budget 2014 allocations.

Current
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Area of Expendi-
ture

2013 Estimate 
(€000)

2014 Budget Day 
Estimate (€000)

Variation (€000) 
(+/-)

Communications 15,105 13,123 -1,982
Broadcasting 246,914 241,887 -5,027
Energy 23,508 21,200 -2,308
Natural Resources 17,815 18,306 +491
Inland Fisheries 27,654 26,914 -740
Total 330,996 321,430 -9,566

Capital

Area of Expendi-
ture

2013 Estimate 
(€000)

2014 Budget Day 
Estimate (€000)

Variation (€000) 
(+/-)

Communications 21,730 34,258 +12,528
Broadcasting 985 905 -80
Energy 49,225 34,810 -14,415
Natural Resources 8,747 8,816 +69
Inland Fisheries 4,313 1,211 -3,102
Total 85,000 80,000 -5,000

In addition to the amounts shown in the estimates for my Department, I secured an ad-
ditional €30m in funding under the Government’s Stimulus Package to increase investment 
in the Better Energy and Warmer Home energy efficiency schemes to a total of €57 million in 
2014.  These schemes fund energy efficiency improvements by householders as well as energy 
efficiency measures free of charge to low-income households.  In 2014, over 30,000 homes are 
expected to benefit from energy efficiency upgrades under these schemes, bringing the total 
number of homes supported to more than 290,000.

Details of all changes will be shown in full in the Revised Estimates which will be published 
in the coming weeks.

05/11/2013WRDD00250Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

05/11/2013WRDD00300633. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he was consulted prior to ESB management’s decision to treat the employ-
ees’ defined benefit pension scheme as a defined contribution pension scheme in the company’s 
annual accounts from 2010 and each year thereafter.  [47091/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00400634. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he signed off on the ESB annual accounts of 2010 on behalf of the Gov-
ernment as the majority shareholder, and each year thereafter since taking office.  [47092/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00500635. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if, in 2011, his attention was drawn to concerns raised by the ESB auditors, 
KPMG, prior to his signing of on the company’s annual accounts on behalf of the Government 
as the majority shareholder with regards to the company’s accounting treatment of the employ-
ees’ defined benefit pension scheme.  [47093/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00600636. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if, in 2011, his attention was drawn to refusals by ESB management to 
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provide the company’s auditors, KPMG, with documentation, information and confirmation 
regarding the company’s decision to change the accounting treatment of the employees’ defined 
benefit pension scheme to a defined contribution pension scheme.  [47094/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 633 to 636, inclusive, together.

Insofar as the share capital of ESB is concerned, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform holds 85% capital stock in the company, the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources holds 10% and the ESB’s current and former employees hold 5% through the 
Employee Share Ownership Plan.  The manner in which the ESB accounts for the company’s 
Pensions Scheme is a matter for the company, bearing in mind the company’s legal obligations 
to the scheme and the applicable international accounting standards. 

The accounting treatment of the Pension Scheme as a defined contribution scheme was set 
out in the financial statements adopted by ESB in 2010, 2011 and 2012 on which the ESB’s 
auditors have expressed unqualified opinions in each of these years.  In other words, in each 
of these years the ESB’s auditors’ opinion is that the financial statements give a true and fair 
view of ESB’s affairs.  ESB’s view remains that the defined contribution accounting treatment 
adopted by the company in 2010 correctly reflects ESB’s obligations to the scheme.

I am informed by ESB that the nature of the Pension Scheme, and ESB’s legal obligations 
in the event of a deficit arising in the Scheme were unchanged both by the 2010 pensions agree-
ment and by the accounting treatment adopted in 2010.  The change in treatment of the scheme 
for accounting purposes in 2010 did not change the nature of the scheme itself nor did it change 
the entitlements of the scheme members or the company’s legal obligations to the scheme.  
In addition, the accounting treatment of the scheme has no bearing on the registration of the 
scheme as a defined benefit scheme with the Pensions Board.  This registration, as a defined 
benefit scheme with the Pensions Board, is based on the relevant definitions as set out by the 
Pensions Act.

I would also point out that each year on presentation of the ESB Annual Report and Ac-
counts, the Chairman of the Board furnishes a written report in accordance with section 13.1 of 
the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.  The Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources each year asks the Government to note the Annual Report and 
Accounts of the ESB, pursuant to section 32 of the Electricity (Supply) Act 1927.

05/11/2013WRDD00750Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRDD00800637. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide a breakdown of income generated by Electric Ireland from residential 
electricity charges in the 12 months up to 1 October 2012 and in the subsequent 12-month pe-
riod to 1 October 2013.  [47138/13]

05/11/2013WRDD00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas markets is a matter for the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation (CER), the independent National Regulatory Authority for energy.  
The CER was assigned responsibility for the regulation of the Irish electricity sector following 
the enactment of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999 and subsequent legislation.  The CER’s 
responsibilities include the liberalisation of the electricity retail (supply) market in order to en-
courage the entry of competition and new investment.  Market rules have been established for 
the retail electricity and gas markets.  It is a function of the CER to regulate the electricity and 
gas markets, to monitor competition and to monitor compliance by industry with legislation.



Questions - Written Answers

434

This is a matter in which I, as Minister, have no statutory role or function.

05/11/2013WRDD00950Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRDD01000638. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will explain the differentiation in lower urban and higher rural standing and 
usage charges applied by Electric Ireland to its customers; and if this price gap will be reduced 
in favour of rural consumers if and when the existing transmission infrastructure is upgraded. 
[47139/13]

05/11/2013WRDD01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no function in this matter.  Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity market is 
a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) which is an independent regulator.  
The CER was assigned responsibility for the regulation of the Irish electricity sector follow-
ing the enactment of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999 and subsequent legislation.  Since 
April 2011 prices in the electricity market have been deregulated and business and domestic 
customers can as a result avail of competitive offerings from a number of supply companies.  
It is a function of the CER to regulate the electricity market.  Questions regarding the pricing 
practices of electricity supply companies should be directed towards the relevant companies or 
addressed to the CER.

I have no statutory function in the matter of the regulation of electricity prices.

05/11/2013WRDD01150Local Authority Work Placement Programme

05/11/2013WRDD01200639. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the amount of the €2.835m allocated for the local authority social em-
ployment scheme in 2013 that has been spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45822/13]

05/11/2013WRDD01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have allocated €2.835m, from the Dormant Accounts Fund in 2013, to cover once off 
costs such as health and safety training, personal protective clothing, necessary equipment and 
materials that will be incurred by local authorities providing placements in the Department of 
Social Protection’s Gateway local authority employment initiative.  The scheme will provide 
short-term quality working opportunities in local authorities for those on the live register for a 
minimum of two years.

There has been no expenditure to date, as participants have yet to be placed.  I expect the 
first placements to be made shortly on conclusion of selection processes for the initial tranche 
of participants, with a consequential draw down of monies from the above allocation by local 
authorities between now and the end of 2013.

05/11/2013WRDD01350Motor Tax Exemptions

05/11/2013WRDD01400640. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the following case regarding motor taxation (details sup-
plied). [45898/13]

05/11/2013WRDD01500641. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the following case regarding motor taxation (details sup-
plied). [45899/13]



5 November 2013

435

05/11/2013WRDD01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 641 together.

The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 came into effect on 1 July 2013, replacing the 
system whereby vehicles were declared off the road retrospectively when next being taxed with 
a procedure under which vehicles must now be declared off the road in advance.  The Act pro-
vided for a three month transition period from 1 July 2013 to 30 September 2013 to allow own-
ers of vehicles that are not being used in a public place to bring their motor tax status up to date 
by making both a retrospective and prospective off-road declaration on or before 30 September 
2013.  From 1 October 2013, the Act provides that only a prospective declaration may be made.  
Any vehicle owner who did not bring his or her motor tax status up to date by the September 
deadline is liable for arrears from the expiry of the last period for which motor tax was paid, 
should he or she again wish to use the vehicle in a public place.   

There was extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force and widespread awareness 
of the new arrangements from before the start of the transition period.  Advertisements giving 
notice of the proposed changes were run in national and local newspapers in the first week in 
July and again in the second week in September.  Local radio ads were run over the course of a 
week in July and both national and local radio ads were again run over the course of a week in 
mid-September.  Information provided by myself and my Department through public notices, 
Frequently Asked Questions, press releases etc. set out clearly that the retrospective declaration 
of non-use had to be provided to the motor tax office by 30 September 2013, either submitted in 
person or by letter postmarked no later than 30 September.  The changes were also highlighted 
in a number of media articles over the course of that period, including in late September in rela-
tion to the queues of vehicle owners at motor tax offices seeking to present their documentation 
by the end-September deadline.   

On transfer of ownership of a vehicle, the liability for motor tax of the new owner will arise 
from the beginning of the month in which the transfer takes place.

05/11/2013WRDD01650Local Development Companies Funding

05/11/2013WRDD01700642. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will restore the substantial cut in allocation to the West Cork Area Partnership 
for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46110/13]

05/11/2013WRDD01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The West Cork Area Partnership is contracted to carry out projects on behalf of my De-
partment in relation to the LEADER and Local and Community Development Programmes.  In 
regard to LEADER, during 2011, the European Commission approved a change in the maxi-
mum co-funding rate from 55% to 85% for the LEADER elements of Ireland’s Rural Devel-
opment Programme 2007 – 2013.  This had the effect of reducing the available funding under 
the Programme from €427 million to an estimated €370 million.  It was therefore necessary to 
carry out a comprehensive review of the level of commitments and expenditure across the Pro-
gramme in order to apportion the remaining funds among the Local Development Companies 
(LDCs), taking into account the level of commitments already entered into. 

The redistribution of funding was conducted in as fair and equitable a manner as was pos-
sible and in the case of West Cork Development Partnership the revised allocation represents a 
decrease of 16.3% from their original allocation.  Many of the other LDCs experienced similar 
reductions.  I am committed to the continued monitoring of this situation and my Department 
will review all commitments and expenditure levels later this month to ensure, in so far as is 
possible, that all available Programme funding is committed by end December 2013; alloca-
tions will again be revised if there is funding available for re-distribution. 
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I have prioritised the Local and Community Development Programme in allocating resourc-
es within my Department notwithstanding the very difficult choices which Government have 
had to make over a number of years to address our economic crisis and place Ireland firmly on 
the road to economic recovery.  The 2014 provision of €47.7 million, just €1 million less than 
this year’s allocation, will allow some 14,000 people who are distanced from the labour market 
to receive direct one-to-one labour market training and supports. 

I recognise that all cuts imposed present challenges to Local Development Companies 
(LDCs) in managing costs.  My Department expects LDCs, to the greatest extent possible, to 
continue to maintain key services and supports through prioritising resources at the front-line.

05/11/2013WRDD01850Local Authority Housing Provision

05/11/2013WRDD01900643. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to help the ageing population in areas (details supplied) in County 
Dublin to service their health needs and provide senior citizen housing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46680/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme funding is allocated each year to local authorities to support the provision of housing 
for older people and people with a disability under a range of measures, including the Local 
Authority Housing Construction and Acquisition Programme, the Capital Assistance Scheme 
(CAS) which focuses on providing accommodation for persons with specific needs, and the 
Improvement Works Programme.  It is a matter for each local authority, having regard to overall 
funding available, to put forward proposals for meeting housing need within their functional 
area, including proposals in relation to accommodation for older people and people with spe-
cific categories of housing need.

05/11/2013WRDD02050Electromagnetic Fields Studies

05/11/2013WRDD02100644. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide assurances in relation to fears among the general public of 
health risks to humans as a result of high-power electricity lines and pylons and 400 kV lines 
being constructed through particular communities and areas; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46877/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The issue of the potential health effects of electromagnetic fields was the subject of an 
Expert Group Report commissioned by the Government and published in March 2007.  This 
Report, entitled Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields, is available for download on my 
Department’s website, www.environ.ie.  The Expert Group reported that the majority scien-
tific opinion was that no adverse short - or long - term effects have been demonstrated from 
exposure to electromagnetic fields at levels below the limits recommended by the International 
Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). 

A substantial volume of research on this issue is being carried out internationally by regu-
latory bodies with responsibilities for monitoring the health effects of electromagnetic fields.  
The findings of this research are being monitored by the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
EMF Project; it is expected that a report will issue in 2014.  My Department will continue to 
monitor this and other scientific evidence as it is made available, and will consider any policy 
implications in this context.
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05/11/2013WRDD02250Local Development Companies Administration

05/11/2013WRDD02300645. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if an enhanced redundancy package application will be approved in respect of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47037/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There were 51 Local Development Companies (LDCs) contracted, on my Department’s 
behalf, to deliver the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP), with 36 of 
these also delivering the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 
(RDP) throughout the country.  One of these companies, Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta 
(MFG), the group contracted by my Department to deliver Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Ru-
ral Development Programme (RDP) in Gaeltacht Areas, went into liquidation on 7 September 
2011.  The LDCs, including MFG, are independent companies with their own board of manage-
ment and memoranda and articles of association.  My Department has no role in the internal op-
erations of LDCs and, therefore, does not have a role in relation to staff or employment matters.

It has not been possible to put an enhanced redundancy package in place in current circum-
stances.

05/11/2013WRDD02450Local Authority Staff

05/11/2013WRDD02500646. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of years service of acting in a position within a local authority must 
be fulfilled in order for that person automatically to be appointed to that position.  [47041/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 2008, in response to the financial crisis, local authorities have reduced staff numbers 
by a quarter or 9,129 whole time equivalents.  The public service moratorium was introduced in 
2009 and my Department operates a delegated sanction, from the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities.  All 
exceptions to the moratorium require prior sanction from my Department. 

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each City and County Manager is 
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it is a matter for 
City and County Managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented 
while the appropriate service levels are maintained.  All exceptions to the moratorium, includ-
ing acting-up arrangements, should only arise in exceptional circumstances, for example to 
fill a statutory, health and safety or other key service requirement.  Acting-up arrangements of 
less than 4 months do not attract an acting-up allowance and do not require individual sanction 
from my Department.  Sanction is required for acting arrangements over 4 months.  Given the 
significant staffing reductions in the sector some exceptions to the moratorium are required 
and acting-up arrangements have been utilised to fill vacancies.  It is accepted that long term 
acting-up arrangements are not desirable a s these should only arise as a short term response to 
particular business needs.

To support the sector in effectively managing the combination of staff reductions and the re-
form/change programme a Workforce Study was undertaken jointly by local authorities and my 
Department.  In particular, the study assessed the management requirements of local authorities 
bearing in mind the potential impacts of shared services and other reform initiatives underway.  
Work force planning is an iterative process and each local authority has been engaged in work 
force planning at local level.  In this context, local authorities have been requested to prepare 
proposals to deal with any long term acting-up arrangements in the context of local work force 
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plans to be submitted later this year.  In this regard, it is not envisaged that there would be any 
automatic appointments but rather any posts that local authorities seek to fill would need to be 
agreed with my Department and would be filled on the normal competitive basis under the usual 
sanction process.

05/11/2013WRDD02650Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

05/11/2013WRDD02700647. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to reintroduce the tenant purchase scheme or similar for local authority 
owned dwellings; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47342/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02800654. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government his plans to introduce a scheme to allow local authority tenants 
to purchase their dwelling houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45742/13]

05/11/2013WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 647 and 654 together.

While the 1995 tenant purchase scheme for existing local authority houses closed for new 
applications on 31 December 2012, two incremental purchase schemes remain in operation, 
one for newly-built local authority houses and the other for local authority apartments.  Work is 
proceeding on the preparation of the General Scheme of a Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill, which is expected to be submitted for Government approval later this year.  Among other 
things, the Bill will underpin a new tenant purchase scheme for existing local authority houses 
along incremental purchase lines, involving discounts for purchasing tenants linked to house-
hold income and a discount-related charge on the property that will dwindle away over a period 
unless the house is resold or the purchaser fails to comply with conditions of the sale.

The commencement date for the new scheme will be set when the necessary regulations are 
made on enactment of the Bill.

05/11/2013WRDD02950Water Services Provision

05/11/2013WRDD03000648. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when construction will commence for the treatment plants on the four new re-
gional water schemes of Boyle-Ardcarne, Arigna, Roscommon central and south Roscommon; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a boil notice has been in place in the Boyle area of 
County Roscommon since May 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47332/13]

05/11/2013WRDD03100686. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will approve contact documents for the south Roscommon regional water 
supply to ensure that an outbreak of cryptosporidiosis is urgently addressed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46471/13]

05/11/2013WRDD03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 648 and 686 together.

The Arigna, Boyle/Ardcarne, Roscommon Central and South Roscommon Regional Water 
Supply Schemes are included as Water Treatment Plant Upgrade contracts to start and a Network 
Contract at Construction in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-
2013.  Approval was given to Roscommon County Council’s Contract Documents for Contract 
No. 2 - DBO Water Treatment Plant Upgrades for the Arigna, Boyle/Ardcarne, Roscommon 
Central and South Roscommon Regional Water Supply Scheme in March 2013.  Very recently, 
I also approved the commitment of the necessary capital funding of just over €12 million for 
the scheme to enable Roscommon County Council complete the contract formalities with the 
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successful tenderer and to commence, as soon as possible, the works involved in the Design 
Build Operate Contract on the scheme.  This approval of funding provides for the construction 
of five Treatment Plants and other ancillary works on the scheme and will also provide treat-
ment works for areas affected by the “Boil Water Notice” in South Roscommon. 

The progression of this contract to construction is now a matter for Roscommon County 
Council.

05/11/2013WRDD03250Waste Management Issues

05/11/2013WRDD03300649. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the rationale for the recent landfill levy increase in view of the fact that the 
levy has increased from €30 per tonne in 2011 to €75 per tonne in 2013; if he intends to increase 
this levy further in future years; if he recognises the knock-on effect this measure has in waste 
disposal charges being passed on to the consumer; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45618/13]

05/11/2013WRDD03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The landfill levy is chargeable on waste presented for disposal at landfill facilities.  It is 
intended, primarily, to act as an economic instrument to encourage more sustainable manage-
ment of our waste by diverting it away from landfill, as our reliance on landfill as the primary 
waste treatment method is unsustainable.  While there have been a number of increases to the 
levy in recent years, overall income from the levy has decreased significantly from €46m in 
2011 to a projected €39m in 2013.  The decrease in income from the levy indicates that the 
instrument continues to be effective in decreasing the amount of residual waste consigned to 
landfill.  As I outlined in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland, I will 
keep the rate of charge of the levy under review to ensure that its dissuasive effect as an eco-
nomic instrument is maintained. 

Charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those companies 
and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other relevant 
legislation, particularly the conditions attached to each waste collection permit issued under the 
Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007, as amended.

05/11/2013WRDD03450Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

05/11/2013WRDD03500650. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the regulatory impact assessments published by 
his Department since March 2011. [45627/13]

05/11/2013WRDD03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since March 2011, my Department has published Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) 
relating to the following:   

Names of Bills
Electoral (Amendment) Bill 2011 
Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Bill 2011 
Water Services (Amendment) Bill 2011 
Waste Management (Household Food Waste Collection) Regulations 2011 
European Union (Stage II Petrol Vapour Recovery During Refuelling of Motor Vehicles at 
Service Stations) Regulations 2011 
European Communities (Technical Specifications for the chemical analysis and monitor-
ing of water status) Regulations 2011 
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Names of Bills
Building Regulations (Part A Amendment) Regulations 2012 
Household Waste Collection 
Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Bill 2012 
Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012 
Local Government Bill 2013 
Electoral, Local Government and Planning and Development Bill 2013 
Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Bill 2013 
Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 
EU Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU) 
General Scheme of the Radiological Protection (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2013 
Proposed Amendment to Part K (Stairways, Ladders, Ramps and Guards of Building 
Regulations and accompanying Technical Guidance Document K 
Proposed Amendment to Part J (Heat Producing Appliances) of the Building Regulations 

05/11/2013WRDD03650Water Charges Administration

05/11/2013WRDD03700651. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of revenue collected in each county in new water rates due to be 
introduced in 2015 that will be ring-fenced and reinvested in upgrading the water network; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45665/13]

05/11/2013WRDD03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water and enabled 
the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) to advise on the regulation of water services.  
Further legislation, currently in preparation, will provide Irish Water with responsibility for the 
provision of water services.  It is intended that the legislation will also require Irish Water to 
have regard to regional and local development plans when it is preparing strategic and capital 
investment plans.     

In addition, the legislation will provide for the establishment of an economic regulator for 
water services within the CER.  While the primary function of the CER will be to protect the 
interests of customers and to ensure that a consistent and appropriate level of service is pro-
vided to them, it will also be responsible for approving the tariffs to be charged by Irish Water.  
In fulfilling its functions, the CER will have regard, inter alia, to the need to ensure that there is 
an efficient system for the provision of water services and the need to promote the conservation 
of water.

05/11/2013WRDD03850Water Meters Installation

05/11/2013WRDD03900652. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the commencement date and targeted completion timescale for the programme of 
water meter installations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45708/13]

05/11/2013WRDD04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an inde-
pendent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to 
allow Irish Water to undertake the domestic metering programme.  The installation programme 
commenced in August 2013 and will be implemented nationally as quickly as possible.  When 
fully geared up, at least 27,000 boundary boxes will be installed every month by Irish Water 
sub-contractors.
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05/11/2013WRDD04050Regeneration Projects Funding

05/11/2013WRDD04100653. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the timeline for approval of departmental funding to Dublin City Coun-
cil to enable a regeneration project (details supplied) in Dublin 17 to commence so that new 
homes can be built in the area.  [45718/13]

05/11/2013WRDD04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme, funding is provided to local authorities for a range of measures to improve the quality 
and standard of the social housing stock, including the regeneration of disadvantaged estates 
and flat complexes, estate-wide remedial works, the energy retrofitting of older properties and 
the provision of extensions and adaptations to meet the specific needs of tenants.  This year, 
my Department is providing funding of over €62 million to Dublin City Council in respect of 
their 2013 social housing programme.  This includes €31 million for regeneration projects in 
Ballymun and at a number of other locations in Dublin City.  A further €9.8 million is being 
provided under the Remedial Works Scheme for the refurbishment of tenanted and vacant units 
in Liberty House and Bunratty and for the demolition of some vacant properties in Darndale.   

Having regard to the existing high level of commitments in respect of the regeneration and 
remedial works projects currently underway in Dublin City and elsewhere, my Department is 
not in a position at this time to approve funding for further estate-wide remedial works in the 
Darndale area.  I am, however, keeping the matter under review and I will consider the potential 
to progress remedial works in Darndale in the context of the remedial works programme for 
2014.

Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 647.

05/11/2013WRDD04350Household Charge Exemptions

05/11/2013WRDD04400655. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will exempt the residents of an estate (details supplied) in County Westmeath 
from paying the household charge under the unfinished estates category. [45766/13]

05/11/2013WRDD04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 
provides the legislative basis for the household charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential 
property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable to pay the household charge, unless 
otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  Section 4(4)(b) and section 4(6) of the Act 
provide that a waiver from the charge applies in 2012 and 2013 to properties in certain unfin-
ished housing estates specified in a list prescribed by the Minister.

As part of the process of preparing the National Housing Development Survey 2011, pub-
lished by my Department in October 2011, local authorities provided details of all unfinished 
housing developments in their areas.  Unfinished housing developments were divided into four 
categories as follows: 

  - Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, or 
where no serious public safety issues exist; 

  - Category two, where a receiver has been appointed; 
  -  Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 

but effectively inactive; and 
  -  Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing seri-

ous problems for residents.   
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Only households in developments in categories three and four are eligible for the waiver 
from payment of the household charge.  The list of developments in which households are 
eligible for the waiver in 2012 was set out under the Local Government (Household Charge) 
Regulations 2012. 

Earlier this year my Department became aware of an anomaly under which a small number 
of estates, which should have been included, were excluded from the waiver.  In order to main-
tain equity, my Department carried out a comprehensive review of the qualifying estates and 
a revised list of estates was issued in August 2013.  Coill Rua, Ballymahon Road, Mullingar, 
Co. Westmeath is included in the revised list and thereby qualifies for an exemption from the 
Household Charge.

05/11/2013WREE00075Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WREE00100656. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the impact of the proposed pylons and overhead power lines on 
the environment and wildlife in south Tipperary in view of the fact that south Tipperary is the 
stronghold of the barn owl in Ireland and that this endangered species has been declared in need 
of habitat protection by the South Tipperary Biodiversity Action Plan V5; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the lower slopes of the Galtees are one of the only places in Ireland 
where endangered nightjars breed and, these being nocturnal birds like the barn owls, could 
well be wiped out by the power lines; if his Department has made a submission to the EirGrid 
Grid Link project consultation process expressing concerns about the impact on wildlife in 
south Tipperary; if his Department will be making a submission on the matter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45829/13]

05/11/2013WREE00200700. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he or his officials have had discussions with the Department of Communi-
cations, Energy and Natural Resources and-or Department officials in regard to the possible im-
pact of the proposed new EirGrid high voltage power line systems on the general environment; 
if they have considered measures to mitigate the environmental impact of such developments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46745/13]

05/11/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 656 and 700 together.

Neither I nor my Department have had discussions with the Department of Communica-
tions, Energy and Natural Resources in relation to the Eirgrid proposals in question.  I have no 
role in commenting on plans other than, under the Planning and Development Act 2000, the 
development plans and local area plans prepared by planning authorities.  Nature conservation 
comes within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.   

If and when the proposals referred to become the subject of a planning application or ap-
plications under the Planning and Development Act 2000, assessment under the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive, the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive will be carried out 
where required under the provisions of Part X and Part XAB of the Act, which transpose the 
provisions of the Directives insofar as planning consents are concerned. 

05/11/2013WREE00350Wind Energy Guidelines

05/11/2013WREE00400657. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he intends to provide any guidance in relation to possible public health 
impacts that may arise from wind turbine developments to assist in the assessment process as 
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highlighted by the recent An Bord Pleanála inspector’s report, ref PL05B.240166; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45025/13]

05/11/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While, as Minister, I am specifically precluded under the 
Planning and Development Acts, as amended, from involvement in any particular matter with 
which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála may be concerned, I am aware of the comments 
of the Board Inspector in the report referred to.  My Department is currently reviewing the Wind 
Energy Development Guidelines 2006 and while the primary focus of the review is on noise 
(including separation distance) and shadow flicker, my Department has recently requested the 
Department of Health to provide advice on   any potential conclusive public health impacts that 
might arise from the development of wind farms. 

I expect to publish draft revised guidelines by the end of November 2013 which – like all 
other new or revised guidelines – will go out for public consultation for a period of six to eight 
weeks.  Once the consultation period is closed, the submissions received on the draft guidelines 
will be considered and taken into account in the finalisation of the guidelines for publication in 
mid-2014.

05/11/2013WREE00550Pyrite Remediation Programme Issues

05/11/2013WREE00600658. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a panel will be recommended by the Department and if the householder 
will have to pay for the pyrite testing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45908/13]

05/11/2013WREE00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Pyrite Resolution Board is responsible for the implementation of the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme.  On receipt of a valid on-line application accompanied by a Building Condition 
Assessment with a damage rating of 2, the Board will arrange for the appropriate testing to be 
carried out at no cost to the homeowner.

The cost of the Building Condition Assessment will be recouped to the homeowner, subject 
to a maximum of €500, on confirmation by testing of significant damage attributable to pyritic 
heave.  Building Condition Assessments should be carried out by competent professionals (En-
gineer, Architect or Building Surveyor) who have the necessary competency and experience 
to undertake this work.  Engineers Ireland has established a register for Building Condition 
Assessors who have undertaken appropriate Continuing Professional Development training in 
this area.

Local Authority Finances

05/11/2013WREE00800659. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will detail in tabular form the total combined figure in euro for all local 
authorities for deficits, outstanding bank debt, paid overtime, current revenues used to pay pen-
sions; if he will detail the total number of sick days accounted for in all local authorities; if he 
will detail the cumulative payroll cost for 2012 for all local authorities as a percentage of their 
overall revenue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45935/13]

05/11/2013WREE00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Audited local authority financial data for 2012 are not yet available.  The audit of the 
2012 local authority Annual Financial Statements is scheduled for completion by end March 
2014.  The 2011 Annual Financial Statements are available on my Department’s website at 
www.environ.ie/en/LGFinance/Publications.  At 31 December 2011, 41 local authorities re-
corded a cumulative revenue account deficit amounting to some €74 million. 
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The most recent published figures for sick days are set out in the report Service Indicators 
in Local Authorities 2011 which was published by the Local Government Management Agency 
in April 2013, a copy of which is in the Oireachtas Library.  Based on figures reported by local 
authorities, the total number of days lost in the sector to absenteeism amounted to 350,224 in 
2011 (or 5.09% of working days).  Based on figures reported to my Department, the total paid 
overtime in 2012 amounted to €55,608,820 (or 4.11% of Gross Cash Remuneration).

The further information requested, sourced from the 2011 Annual Financial Statements, is 
set out in the following table.

- €
Loans payable €4,886,056,538 
Pensions (incl Gratuities) €278,344,243 
Total payroll expenses €1,785,020,113 
Total revenue income €4,991,590,075
Payroll expenses % of revenue income 36% 

Departmental Schemes

05/11/2013WREE01000660. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the supports his Department offers community associations to employ staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46007/13]

05/11/2013WREE01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department supports the Community and Voluntary Sector in its contribution to an 
active, democratic and pluralist society.  A key aim of my Department’s activities is enabling 
communities themselves to identify and address social and economic needs and problems in 
their own areas.  There is a particular focus on supporting communities that are vulnerable, 
disadvantaged or under threat, and an adherence to the values of local participation.  My De-
partment provides a wide range of supports to the Community and Voluntary Sector, through 
a suite of schemes.  A community organisation may qualify for inclusion under one or more of 
these schemes, should it meet the terms and conditions of a particular scheme managed by my 
Department.  Information on the main schemes is set out below.   

The Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is one of my Department’s 
main social inclusion programmes.  There are 50 Local Development Companies (LDCs) con-
tracted, on my Department’s behalf to deliver the Local and Community Development Pro-
gramme (LCDP), with 35 of those also delivering the LEADER elements of the Rural Devel-
opment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country.  The LDCs are independent 
companies with their own board of management and memoranda and articles of association.  
Both the LDCP and LEADER programme supports include a contribution towards administra-
tion and overhead costs including any employment related overheads.   

The funding Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary 
sector provides multi-annual funding to national organisations towards core costs associated 
with the provision of services.  Priority is given under the Scheme to supporting national organ-
isations which provide coalface services to disadvantaged target groups.  Core funding refers 
typically to operating costs that will always need to be met, and are fundamental to the organi-
sation’s survival.  The funding normally covers basic organisational and administrative costs of 
an organisation, and may include items such as salaries, facilities, equipment, communications, 
and the direct expenses of day-to-day work.   
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My Department also provides annual funding to members of the Community and Voluntary 
Pillar of the Social Partnership Process.  This funding has been awarded to support costs, not 
funded from any other sources, directly related to the organisations’ contribution to policy-
making in the Social Partnership Process.

Flood Prevention Measures

05/11/2013WREE01200661. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government not withstanding the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 9 October 
2013, and in view of the existence of a previous report which identified outstanding drainage 
works to be completed by the local authority; when these works are likely to be undertaken with 
particular reference to the elimination of flooding of an underground car park which cannot be 
alleviated in the absence of action by the local authority; if the totality of outstanding issues 
relative to the taking in charge of the estate are likely to be addressed in the near future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46009/13]

05/11/2013WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department understands from Kildare County Coun-
cil that following the completion of significant works, undertaken by the Council, the matter is 
now largely resolved at catchment level.  Within the development other drainage works, which 
are the responsibility of the developer, remain to be completed.  The Council is continuing to 
work with the relevant parties to ensure a permanent resolution of the remaining flooding issues 
within the development.   

My Department understands that the Council recently met with the Deputy to outline the 
current position and that the Council has also undertaken to communicate further with him on 
the matter.

Seniors Alert Scheme Issues

05/11/2013WREE01400662. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the importance of personal alarm systems for elderly persons, if he and 
his Department are in the process of expanding the roll-out of the personal alarm schemes and 
are currently working with technical companies to devise a way of linking the alarms in ques-
tion to mobile telephones, instead of sole reliance on a landline telephone service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46045/13]

05/11/2013WREE01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is ad-
ministered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department. 

To date, my Department has only approved applications for personal monitored alarms con-
nected to a landline.  Personal monitored alarms are now available using mobile technology 
and my Department is currently examining these alternative systems including any resource 
implications.  It would be a matter for the sponsoring community group to satisfy itself that a 
system using mobile technology provides reliable coverage in its area.

Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

05/11/2013WREE01600663. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding that will be provided to local authorities in counties 
Westmeath and Longford for housing adaptation grants as a result of the announcements made 



Questions - Written Answers

446

in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46063/13]

05/11/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Abridged Estimate for my Department, published by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in Expenditure Report 2014, includes some 
€28.6 million in respect of the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability.  
This provision will be supplemented by the recently announced €10 million in additional fund-
ing for this measure, giving an overall provision in 2014 of €38.6 million, some €4.3 million 
more than the initial Exchequer allocation in 2013.  The increased allocation will facilitate the 
payment of more than 7,800 grants to assist older people and people with disabilities to remain 
at home for longer.

I intend to announce details of the capital allocations to individual local authorities early 
in 2014.  Allocations will be based on the level of activity within local authorities, the level of 
contractual commitments in respect of approved grants where work is ongoing at present or 
about to commence and the level of applications on hand and anticipated in the course of 2014.

Unfinished Housing Developments

05/11/2013WREE01800664. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding ghost estates; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46070/13]

05/11/2013WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee on 
Unfinished Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory 
Group on Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s response to the 
recommendations.  The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, 
local authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construc-
tion sector and real progress is being made with regard to the public safety works required to 
improve the living conditions of existing residents on some unfinished estates.  The Committee 
is meeting on a regular basis. 

Site Resolution Plans (SRPs) are a key tool in resolving issues associated with unfinished 
housing developments.  Such plans enable developers to work with local authorities, financial 
institutions, NAMA and residents in determining how best to pursue resolution of problematic 
sites.  The process also entails working with stakeholders in identifying the best long-term solu-
tion for developments in terms of their configuration, use of vacant buildings and ownership in 
a way that is in the best interests of residents.   

Ultimately, the initiation of the SRP process in respect of a particular development is a 
matter for the local authority concerned.  However, progress by local authorities in ensuring 
that developers complete and/or resolve unfinished housing developments is continuing, as evi-
denced by regular reports to the National Co-ordination Committee and the results published in 
the annual unfinished housing reports which my Department has compiled for 2011 and 2012; 
further progress will be evidenced with the imminent publication of the 2013 report.   

In addition, under the Public Safety Initiative, my Department has made allocations totalling 
some €4.47 million to 21 local authorities from the funding allocation made available to address 
immediate safety issues since 2011.  The types of works that have been approved to date include 
the fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping of pipes, installation of street lighting 
and other works to secure sites.  Also, the Government provided an additional €10 million in 
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Budget 2014 to assist the most problematic unfinished housing estates.  The precise criteria un-
der which the fund will be disbursed will be finalised shortly.  However, I envisage that the fund 
will operate in a carefully targeted and evidence led fashion to aid the resolution of occupied 
developments and in a way that will stimulate more significant investment by the owners of 
these developments, including generating additional employment through the resolution works.

Each local authority has a nominated Unfinished Estates contact person who can act as a 
conduit to resolution of outstanding issues.  It is recommended that the residents of unfinished 
estates should contact their local authority to access information on the options available.

05/11/2013WREE01950Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WREE02000665. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member 
appointed by him. [46086/13]

05/11/2013WREE02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The appointment of ministerial staff was undertaken in accordance with the Instructions 
on Ministerial Appointments for the 31st Dáil and the Guidelines on Staffing of Ministerial 
Offices of March 2011.  The information requested in relation to Special Advisers I have ap-
pointed is set out in the following table.   

Name Position Qualifications Salary 
Claire Langton Special Adviser Ms Langton holds a Degree in Public Ad-

ministration and Management.  She has 
worked in Public Administration since 1997. 

€ 81,676 

Sean McK-
eown 

Special Adviser Mr McKeown holds a Degree in Environ-
mental Planning, a Post Graduate Diploma 
in Town and Country Planning and a Mas-
ters Degree in Information Management.  He 
served as the CEO of Kilkenny Enterprise 
Board from 2000 until his appointment. 

€ 87,258 

The information requested in relation to Special Advisers appointed by Minister of State 
O’Sullivan is set out in the following table.   

Name Position Qualifications Salary 
Aidan Culhane Special Adviser* Mr Culhane was Special 

Adviser to former Minister 
of State Penrose.  He holds a 
Masters Degree in Regional 
& Urban Planning.  He served 
as a Councillor with Dun 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council from 1999 until his 
appointment. 

€ 81,676 
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Name Position Qualifications Salary 
Paul Daly Special Adviser* Mr Daly holds a Degree in 

Politics and Philosophy and 
a Masters Degree in Political 
Communication.  He has ex-
tensive experience in politics 
and public affairs. 

€ 78,670 

* Note: Minister O’Sullivan regularly attends Cabinet meetings and appointed a second spe-
cial adviser in accordance with the Instructions on Ministerial Appointments for the 31st Dáil.   

Minister of State O’Sullivan and I have also each appointed a Personal Assistant, a Personal 
Secretary and two Civilian Drivers, who are on salary scales relevant to their grades in accor-
dance with those prescribed centrally by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  
Minister of State O’Dowd has not appointed any ministerial staff in my Department.

Local Authority Charges Application

05/11/2013WREE02200666. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, under present legislation, local authorities are empowered to negotiate rates ar-
rears in businesses and companies which are being wound up; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46140/13]

05/11/2013WREE02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes, in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The levying and 
collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  As with all local charges, the 
invoicing and collection of due amounts is a matter for the local authority concerned to man-
age in the light of prevailing local circumstances and in accordance with normal accountancy 
procedures.

Commercial rates income makes a significant contribution to the current funding require-
ments of local authorities.  However, local authorities recognise that these are difficult eco-
nomic times for many businesses, and work closely with ratepayers experiencing difficulty in 
the payment of commercial rates.  In this regard, local authorities are facilitating the payment 
of commercial rates by instalments and work with businesses to put in place flexible payment 
options that reflect capacity to pay.  Legal processes are initiated by local authorities only when 
it becomes clear that other methods of debt collection are not successful.

Seniors Alert Scheme Issues

05/11/2013WREE02400667. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of funding made available to County Wicklow through the local 
authority, community and voluntary groups for the seniors alert scheme on a yearly basis from 
2010 to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46147/13]

05/11/2013WREE02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is ad-
ministered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department. 
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The following table outlines the funding made available to County Wicklow for 2010, 2011, 
2012 and 2013 to date.  This information is also available on my Department’s website: http://
www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Community/SeniorsAlert/FileDownLoad,26536,en.xls.

County Wicklow Seniors Alert Scheme   

Year Expenditure - € 
2010 38,574 
2011 73,883 
2012 80,051 
2013 to date 45,757 

Property Taxation Yield

05/11/2013WREE02600668. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities will receive 80% of the proceeds of the local property tax 
collected in their area in 2014 as part of their allocation from the local government fund; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46149/13]

05/11/2013WREE02700688. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the entire amount of local property tax raised in 2014 will be transferred 
to the local government fund as per section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46498/13]

05/11/2013WREE02800725. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that Cork County Council will not receive, in 2014, 80% 
of the property tax collected in 2013 as was committed to earlier this year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [47030/13]

05/11/2013WREE02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 668, 688 and 725 together.

The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014.  Under the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, the Minister for Finance will pay into the 
Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax paid into the Central 
Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authorities from the Fund.  In ad-
dition, the establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing.   

The Government has indicated an intention to move to 80% retention of all Local Property 
Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised.  The establishment of Irish 
Water presents local government with significant organisational and financial challenges in 
2014 and, in this context, it has been necessary to defer defining a certain proportion of the 
proceeds of the Local Property Tax to be retained in each local authority until 2015.  This ap-
proach allows maximum flexibility in allocating Local Property Tax in 2014 with the priority to 
support those local authorities with weaker funding bases.  The 2014 Local Government Fund 
General Purpose Grants will be announced in due course.   

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable 
and resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing 
for the provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision-making 
concerning service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism will 
further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and a strengthening of democracy at local 
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level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates.  A stronger 
democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial impact on 
service provision from the perspective of the service user.

Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

05/11/2013WREE03000669. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding funding of the Balyna regional water scheme in north-
west Kildare; when it is proposed to commence the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46152/13]

05/11/2013WREE03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are no proposals in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 
- 2013 that would facilitate the provision of a water supply to the Ballyna Group Water Scheme.  
However, under the Programme, it was open to water services authorities, in certain circum-
stances, to make an application to have new proposals inserted into the Programme.  Kildare 
County Council has made an application to my Department which might enable the Ballyna 
area to be served with a supply.  Additional information in connection with this proposal is 
awaited from   Kildare County Council.

Planning Issues

05/11/2013WREE03200670. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the consequences and penalties facing developers who provide false infor-
mation on a planning application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46165/13]

05/11/2013WREE03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Much of the information provided by a planning applicant 
on the planning application form and, where relevant, in response to a further information re-
quest will be checked by the planning authority in the course of its consideration of the applica-
tion.  The giving of false information by a developer could lead to a permission granted being 
deemed invalid by the courts.

Regeneration Projects Funding

05/11/2013WREE03400671. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that €4 million has been set aside for the redevelopment 
of an area (details supplied) in Dublin 8; the specific works that will take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46167/13]

05/11/2013WREE03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department currently supports an ambitious approach 
to regeneration which seeks to address the causes of disadvantage in communities and large 
social housing estates through holistic programmes of physical, social and economic regenera-
tion.  This year, my Department is providing funding of over €31million in respect of regenera-
tion projects in Dublin city, some €15 million of which is earmarked for projects which were 
previously included in the City Council’s Public Private Partnership (PPP) programme, includ-
ing St. Teresa’s Gardens.   

A draft schematic regeneration proposal for St. Teresa’s Gardens was developed by the 
Council, in consultation with the Regeneration Board, and submitted to my Department in 
March 2012.  Since then, my Department has liaised on an ongoing basis with the Council to 
advance these proposals and to get the demolition, refurbishment and construction processes 
underway at the earliest possible date. 
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My Department recently approved the City Council’s proposals for the retrofitting of apart-
ments to facilitate the de-tenanting of those apartment blocks which are scheduled for demoli-
tion.  It is anticipated that 16 units will be completed by the end of this year.  This will facilitate 
the demolition of vacant units and the start of preparatory work for the construction of 50 new 
apartments on the cleared site. 

I recently met with some residents of St. Teresa’s Gardens to hear their views on the de-
tenanting/relocation arrangements and the plans for the construction of the 50 new apartments.  
Following this meeting, I also met with the new City Manager and the Assistant City Manager 
with responsibility for housing, with the objective of agreeing a strategy for completing the nec-
essary preparation works and ensuring the commencement of construction of the new housing 
units at the earliest possible date.

Wind Energy Generation

05/11/2013WREE03600672. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on whether, as owners of our wind resource, the people are en-
titled to the best information in relation to same; the measures he will take to ensure developers 
of wind farms are required by law, under threat of strict penalties, to provide, in planning ap-
plications, production estimates from statistical analysis of their wind data to a stated degree of 
confidence - for example, 90th percentile or P90 - so that the planning authorities might have 
the best possible economic information available in reaching decisions in relation to commu-
nity gain contributions, special contributions, section 48/49 contributions and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46169/13]

05/11/2013WREE03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is a matter for planning authorities to require applicants 
to provide sufficient data in order to assess planning applications and also to make decisions in 
relation to development contributions, and special contributions, where appropriate.     

Section 182B of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 (as amended) provides that An 
Bord Pleanála may attach a community benefit condition to an approval for electricity transmis-
sion and may also attach a condition in regard to community gain to any approval issuing under 
the strategic consent process if considered appropriate.

Local Authority Expenditure

05/11/2013WREE03800673. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the local authority national part-
nership advisory group undertook and funded an international trip to New York from 7 to 15 
September 2001; if it has been brought to his attention that the reported total cost of flight and 
accommodation for the seven-person delegation was €31,970; the cost of the hotel accommoda-
tion for the seven participants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46211/13]

05/11/2013WREE03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 70 of 16 October 2013 which sets out the position in 
this matter.

05/11/2013WRFF00150Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/11/2013WRFF00200674. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the actions that will be taken to resolve a housing issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 9. [46219/13]

05/11/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme, funding is provided to local authorities for a range of measures to improve the quality 
and standard of the social housing stock.   

This year, my Department is providing funding of over €62 million to Dublin City Coun-
cil in respect of their 2013 social housing programme.  This includes €31m for regeneration 
projects in Ballymun and at a number of other locations in Dublin City.  Funding is also being 
provided for the refurbishment of tenanted and vacant units at a number of locations, the energy 
retrofitting of older properties and the provision of extensions and adaptations to meet the spe-
cific needs of older tenants or persons with a disability.     

Local Authorities are directly responsible for addressing housing need within their admin-
istrative areas and do so using a range of supply options supported with funding from my 
Department including permanent social housing, long-term leased units, units leased under the 
Rental Accommodation Scheme and voluntary and co-operative housing units.  It is a matter 
for each authority to determine how the accommodation needs of individual tenants or housing 
applicants are met.  As Minister, I am precluded from becoming directly involved in individual 
cases.

05/11/2013WRFF00350Water Charges Administration

05/11/2013WRFF00400675. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if those who refuse to pay water charges will be sent to jail; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46264/13]

05/11/2013WRFF00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government sets out a commitment to the introduction of water 
charges based on usage above a free allowance.  The Government considers that charging based 
on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies.  Irish Water will be pro-
vided with the power to charge for water services in legislation which is currently in prepara-
tion. 

Irish Water will be required to have a range of options in place to assist household-
ers who have difficulties in paying their bills.  Affordability issues will be addressed by my De-
partment, in consultation with other stakeholders, in the context of developing a water pricing 
framework.  It is important to distinguish between people who cannot afford to pay and people 
who refuse to pay.  It would be expected that Irish Water would pursue payment from customers 
who refuse to pay even when they have the financial capacity to do so, and a range of options 
will also be put in place to this end, as is normal practice with other utility service providers.

05/11/2013WRFF00550Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/11/2013WRFF00600676. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress made on the plans to regulate the social housing sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46279/13]

05/11/2013WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A range of reforms have been introduced in recent years 
in the provision and management of social housing, and some further initiatives are under way.   

Firstly, reforms have been introduced under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009, notably in relation to the assessment of eligibility for social housing support, the alloca-
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tion of local authority housing, the introduction of anti-social behaviour strategies, homeless-
ness action plans and incremental purchase schemes for new local authority houses and existing 
local authority apartments.  The on-going implementation of the 2009 Act will result in further 
reform in areas such as local authority rents and tenancies. 

Proposals are also being prepared in my Department for the General Scheme of a new 
Housing Bill that will underpin a new scheme of Housing Assistance Payments, an incremental 
purchase scheme for existing local authority houses and a revised repossession procedure for 
local authority housing.   

The Government approved in principle the transfer of responsibility for recipients of rent 
supplement with an established housing need from the Department of Social Protection (DSP) 
to local authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) in March 2013.  On 18 July 
2013, the Government approved the introduction of HAP including the provision of funding 
to the local authorities to cover the costs of accommodating HAP claimants.  My Department 
and the DSP continue to work closely on the legal, policy and operational issues involved in 
developing and introducing HAP.   

Approved housing bodies (AHBs) are organisations approved by my Department, under 
Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, to provide social housing sup-
port in conjunction with local authorities.  The Department is working to create a regulatory 
framework for such bodies that will provide support and assurance to the sector itself and to its 
external partners.   

As a first step, my Department has developed, in consultation with the AHB sector, a vol-
untary regulation code as a precursor to a statutory regulatory framework for the sector to sup-
port its long-term development.  The voluntary regulation code, Building for the Future, was 
published in July 2013 and will assist housing bodies to improve their governance, management 
and financial capabilities as we move towards statutory regulation which, it is hoped, will be in 
place by 2016.   

In addition, the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants in the private rented sector 
will soon be extended to the AHB sector through the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 
2) Bill 2012 which has been passed by Dáil Éireann, and which is currently before the Seanad.   

Finally, the Part V housing supply provisions in Section 93 of the Planning & Development 
Act 2000 have played a significant role in the delivery of social and affordable housing since 
its introduction and there are many people in good quality housing today as a direct result of 
the Part V supply mechanisms.  However, Part V was designed for a housing market radically 
different to that which we now have, and the Government is undertaking a full review of Part V 
– the public consultation phase of the process has recently concluded.  Future policy decisions 
will be informed by the outcomes of this review and consultation process.

05/11/2013WRFF00750Animal Welfare Issues

05/11/2013WRFF00800677. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the large geographical disparity in 
outcomes between the dog pounds where over 1% are killed in Leitrim pound in comparison 
to over 80% in north Tipperary; the action he will take to see standardisation in the re-homing 
ethos in all pounds; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that new passport and rabies 
stipulation will result in an increased killing rate of dogs in pounds as rescue groups are full up 
with healthy dogs waiting for 21 days after rabies vaccination; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter.  [46305/13]

05/11/2013WRFF00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The number of dogs in local authority pounds put to sleep has been reducing consistently 
over the years.  Having been at 27,570 in 1998, the number in 2012 was 4,500, itself a reduction 
of some 20% on the 2011 figure.  I welcome this dramatic reduction and compliment the dog 
control services around the country for this positive development.   

I am keen to see good practices across all aspects of the dog control function of local au-
thorities, recognising that this is a matter first and foremost for the authorities themselves. 

To highlight good practice and encourage local authorities to improve outcomes in these 
areas, my Department facilitates regular meetings of staff involved in the dog control function.   
These meetings have covered the issue of engagement by local authorities with animal welfare 
groups.  My Department has also communicated directly with city and county managers on 
these issues.  I am aware of the new passport requirements now in place, and while these may 
present new challenges, I am hopeful that local authorities and animal welfare organisations 
will further develop their relationships and we will continue the notable reduction in the number 
of dogs put to sleep.

05/11/3WRFF00950Septic Tank Registration Scheme

05/11/2013WRFF01000678. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a person purchases a property where the prior owner was late registering for the 
septic tank charge, it jeopardises the new owner’s eligibility for the grant for remediation work.  
[46328/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01100685. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider a matter (details supplied) regarding septic tanks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46453/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose taking Questions Nos. 678 and 685 together.   

A purchaser of a property may subsequently apply for grant aid once they meet the eligibil-
ity criteria set down in the Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) 
Regulations 2013, a copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library.  The criteria include 
the requirement that the treatment system serving the property was originally registered before 
the prescribed date of 1 February 2013.  The only exception to this concerns properties which 
have a treatment system constructed or installed after 1 February 2013; in such cases the owners 
should register their systems within 90 days of the connection of the premises to the treatment 
system. 

05/11/2013WRFF01250Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

05/11/2013WRFF01300679. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a location (details supplied) in County Kerry will be dealt with as a prior-
ity sewerage mains extension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46334/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume the question refers to a group sewerage scheme.  Responsibility for the admin-
istration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes group sewerage schemes, has been de-
volved to local authorities since 1997.  In December 2012 I announced an increase in the grant 
for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house or 75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever 
is the lesser.  The previous rate of grant available was €2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, 
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whichever was the lesser.   

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level.  My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding un-
der the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for pilot group sewerage schemes which might 
be viable based on the increased grant.  Following an examination of the proposals received, 
with particular regard to the environmental justification provided and the estimated costs, I 
have approved grant assistance towards pilot schemes in nine different counties.  A  proposal 
received from Kerry County Council for Tullig, Castleisland, which had an estimated cost of 
€250,000, was not selected as a pilot scheme.  Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be 
reviewed in due course with a view to deciding how best to proceed with the grant scheme. 

05/11/2013WRFF01450Leader Programmes Funding

05/11/2013WRFF01500680. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding an appeal against a decision not to grant final approval for 
a Leader funding application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cavan; when a 
decision will be made on the appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46360/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following agreement with the European Commission, Ireland has adopted a definition 
of rural areas for the purpose of LEADER funding as all of the country other than the urban 
areas defined as hubs and gateways in the National Spatial Strategy.  The use of this definition, 
rather than a population density calculation, ensured that LEADER funding would available to 
a greater proportion of Ireland’s rural areas than would otherwise have been the case. 

For the purposes of implementing the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) 2007-2013, all areas within the following are excluded:

- The City Council boundaries of Dublin, Cork, Galway, Waterford and Limerick

- The Borough Council boundaries of Kilkenny, Sligo and Wexford

- The Town Council boundaries of Athlone, Ballina, Castlebar, Cavan, Dundalk, Ennis, 
Killarney, Letterkenny, Mallow, Monaghan, Mullingar, Tralee, Tuam and Tullamore.

The project in question is situated within the Town Council boundary of Cavan town and 
cannot therefore be approved. My Department’s decision in relation to this appeal was notified 
to Cavan Monaghan LEADER Partnership on 10 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRFF01650Local Authorities Management

05/11/2013WRFF01700681. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it has been brought to his attention that where a cathaoirleach-mayor requisitions 
a special meeting of a local authority under Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act and the 
meetings administrator and city-county manager refuse to issue a notification for the meeting, 
then a valid meeting of the local authority cannot take place; if it has been brought to his atten-
tion that there is no mechanism in the Local Government Act 2001 whereby the cathaoirleach-
mayor can compel the meetings administrator and city-county manager to issue a notification 
for a meeting so requisitioned; in the interests of local democracy and local self-government, 
if he will consider introducing legislation which will allow the cathaoirleach-mayor to directly 
issue notification for such a meeting to councillors in cases where the meetings administrator 
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and city-county manager refuse to issue a notification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46397/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01800706. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the formal calling of a council meet-
ing must be done by notice from a meetings administrator; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that the acting deputy Sligo county manager (details supplied), failed to ensure that notifi-
cation was issued to the elected councillors for statutory meetings of Sligo Borough Council in 
October and November 2013, and that the acting deputy Sligo county manager failed to ensure 
that notification was issued to councillors for borough council meetings requisitioned by the 
Mayor of Sligo for 21 October and 4 November 2013; if the assistant secretary of his Depart-
ment has appointed a person as Sligo county manager temporarily from 4 November 2013 until 
a permanent appointment is made; if the assistant secretary of his Department has received as-
surances from the person that they will carry out their statutory duties as Sligo county manager 
and ensure that notification for meetings of Sligo Borough Council are issued to councillors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46911/13]

05/11/2013WRFF01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 681 and 706 together.   

Part 6 and Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001 set out the legal provisions with 
regard to the meetings and proceedings of local authorities, including the requisition of special 
meetings and the role of the meetings administrator.  Paragraph 6 (5) of Schedule 10 sets out the 
circumstances where the meetings administrator shall issue a notification of the meeting, along 
with the agenda, when a requisition for a special meeting of the local authority is made. As this 
provision is mandatory, along with requirements to provide public notice of meetings which are 
requisitioned, I do not propose to provide that the Cathaoirleach may issue this notification to 
the elected members. 

I am aware of allegations of inappropriate behaviour at meetings of the Sligo Borough 
Council and the potential implications of such behaviour for the health and well-being of staff 
attending these meetings.  Any meeting of a local authority must be held in compliance with 
all relevant legal obligations, including the obligation on an employer to ensure that employees 
work at all times in a safe environment.  Ms Dorothy Clarke has been appointed as temporary 
County Manager for Sligo in accordance with the provisions of section 145 of the Local Gov-
ernment Act 2001, inter alia with the responsibility to discharge the duties of manager for Sligo 
Borough Council.   

05/11/2013WRFF01950Motor Tax Collection

05/11/2013WRFF02000682. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 18 must pay arrears 
of €536 when they have not been driving their car since June 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46407/13]

05/11/2013WRFF02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 came into effect on 1 July 2013.  The primary 
purpose of the Act is to replace the system whereby a vehicle is only declared off the road when 
the owner next goes to tax it with a system under which the vehicle must be declared off the 
road in advance.  This is aimed at closing an evasion loophole, costing taxpayers approximately 
€55m per annum, which was facilitated through the use of retrospective declarations.

The Act provided for a three month transition period from 1 July 2013 to 30 September 2013 
to allow vehicle owners to bring their motor tax status up to date by making both a retrospective 
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and prospective off-road declaration.  

There was extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force and widespread awareness-
raising of the new arrangements from before the start of the transition period.  Advertisements 
giving notice of the proposed changes were run in national and local newspapers in the first 
week in July and again in the second week in September.  Local radio ads were run over the 
course of a week in July and both national and local radio ads were again run over the course 
of a week in mid-September.  The changes have also been highlighted in a number of media 
articles over the course of that period.

A specific procedure was also put in place to allow those who were abroad or incapacitated 
to put their motor tax affairs in order by nominating a friend or relative to attend at a Garda Sta-
tion on their behalf to have the required form stamped in respect of a past period of non-use, if 
the vehicle owner was not in a position to do so.  This arrangement was also publicised at the 
time.  

The new arrangements, only allowing for a future declaration, are fully in force since 1 Oc-
tober 2013 and exemptions are not provided for in individual cases, given that vehicle owners 
generally who did not avail of the transition arrangements must now pay arrears in motor tax 
where these arise, and the necessity generally of maintaining a consistent approach in the ap-
plication of the legislation.  

05/11/2013WRFF02150Local Authority Funding

05/11/2013WRFF02200683. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of funding that will be made available to Longford and West-
meath County Councils to enable them to complete estates which are unfinished, and for which 
no bonds or other finance might be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46435/13]

05/11/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government has provided an additional €10 million 
in Budget 2014 to assist the most problematic unfinished housing estates.  Using this additional 
resource, I intend to develop a fund for the resolution of certain unfinished housing develop-
ments that have not been possible to resolve up to this point.  The precise criteria under which 
the fund will be disbursed will be finalised shortly.  However, I envisage that the fund will 
operate in a carefully targeted and evidence led fashion to aid the resolution of occupied devel-
opments, and in a way that will stimulate more significant investment by the owners of these 
developments, including generating additional employment through the resolution works.

05/11/2013WRFF02350Referendum Campaigns

05/11/2013WRFF02400684. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the recent referendum voting turnout, if he will arrange for ap-
propriate research to be carried out on the reasons persons vote and the reason persons did not 
vote, to ascertain the factors that may be considered to ensure greater voter interest in further 
constitutional referendums in the future.  [46438/13]

05/11/2013WRFF02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no immediate plans to arrange for research to be carried out into the reasons people 
voted or did not vote at recent referendums.   

In June and July 2013 I established  Referendum Commissions  in relation to the proposals 
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for amendments of the Constitution - Abolition of Seanad Éireann and Court of Appeal – which 
were put by referendum to the decision of the people on 4 October 2013.  The two Referendum 
Commissions effectively operated as one and in accordance with section 14 of the Referendum 
Act 1998, the Commission will be submitting a report to me in relation to its performance of the 
functions assigned to it in relation to the referendums.  These functions include the promotion 
of public awareness of the referendums and encouraging the electorate to vote at the polls.  I 
will be laying copies of the report before each House of the Oireachtas following its submission 
to me by the Referendum Commission.  I understand that the report will contain some details 
of post-referendum research undertaken by the Commission.  While the main purpose of the 
research is to assess the effectiveness of the various elements of the Commission’s information 
campaigns, it also explores reasons for voting in the recent referendums.   

Previous Referendum Commission reports, copies of which are available in the Oireachtas 
library, include similar analysis undertaken in relation to previous referendums.  In addition, 
over €5million in State funding under the Electoral Acts is made available annually to politi-
cal parties to fund a range of activities including research, education and training.  It would, 
therefore, be open to those political parties to use these funds to carry out research of the type 
proposed.

  Question No. 685 answered with Question No. 678.

  Question No. 686 answered with Question No. 648.

05/11/2013WRFF02650Local Authority Housing Issues

05/11/2013WRFF02700687. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown of the number of local authority mortgages 
being issued to persons from 2008 to 2013, inclusive, by local authority area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46497/13]

05/11/2013WRFF02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.  Data on the number of local 
authority mortgage approvals are included in this range; however these data are not broken 
down by local authority.  The information requested is set out in the following table.   

  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 to date 
County Councils   -  -  -  -  -   -
Carlow 1 3 5 5 2 3 
Cavan 0 1 0 0 1 0 
Clare 4 5 0 0 1 1 
Cork 2 4 8 9 6 2 
Donegal 7 7 2 0 0 1 
DL/Rathdown 0 0 0 2 1 1 
Fingal 0 0 0 2 15 12 
Galway 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kerry 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Kildare 0 0 13 3 3 5 
Kilkenny 1 5 10 16 13 8 
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  - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 to date 
Laois 4 4 6 11 14 11 
Leitrim 2 2 1 1 4 1 
Limerick 0 0 2 2 4 1 
Longford 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Louth 0 0 0 1 9 2 
Mayo 5 8 15 20 14 17 
Meath 0 1 3 5 2 8 
Monaghan 2 0 0 0 2 3 
North Tipperary 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Offaly 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Roscommon 0 1 1 0 0 0 
Sligo 0 0 2 4 10 1 
South Dublin 1 0 2 4 2 0 
South Tipperary 0 2 4 1 3 0 
Waterford 0 4 5 5 15 1 
Westmeath 2 1 4 4 4 2 
Wexford 16 5 3 4 12 8 
Wicklow 0 0 0 2 3 2 
City Councils  -  -  -  -  -  -
Cork 0 2 1 1 2 0 
Dublin 1 6 0 0 11 3 
Galway 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Limerick 1 3 2 0 3 0 
Waterford 0 0 2 7 15 3 
TOTAL 50 65 92 110 174 99 

  Question No. 688 answered with Question No. 668.

05/11/2013WRFF02950Irish Water Remit

05/11/2013WRFF03000689. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the work Irish Water is carrying out to alter domestic water supply connections; 
the reason 15 mm fittings are being replaced with 25 mm fittings; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46605/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 designated Irish Water as the metering authority.  The tech-
nical specification of fittings being used in the metering programme is an operational matter for 
Irish Water and I have no role in the matter.

05/11/2013WRFF03150Leader Programmes Funding

05/11/2013WRFF03200690. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the grants available for a local community group wishing to buy a local 
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building for use as a community centre with the aim of combating social exclusion in the local 
rural area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46608/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): One of the objectives of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 
(RDP) 2007-2013 is to identify and provide appropriate amenity and leisure facilities to local 
communities not otherwise available to them.  To date over €58 million has been committed 
under the Programme’s Basic Services measure which provides funding for community centres. 

The current Programme is nearing full commitment but my Department is currently prepar-
ing for the next Programming period 2014-20 which is expected to be operational in 2015.   

05/11/2013WRFF03350Property Taxation Collection

05/11/2013WRFF03400691. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total revenue in 2013 to local authorities from the non-principal private 
residence tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46653/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03500715. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority in tabular form of the 
amount each received in 2011, 2012 and 2013, respectively, from the non-principal private resi-
dence charge; the way he intends to compensate for this loss of revenue in 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46926/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03600716. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government following the end of the non-principal private residence charge in 2014, if 
each local authority will receive a top-up of its local government fund general purpose grant 
equal to the amount of revenue previously received; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [46927/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 691, 715 and 716  together.   

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authorities 
by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences.  The self-assessed charge is set at 
€200 per annum and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant 
properties.   

 I understand that the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge has raised €388.22m to date 
over the 5 years of its operation, €69.69m of which is in respect of the 2013 liability.  The at-
tached table, based on data provided by the Local Government Management Agency, details 
Non-Principal Private Residence Charge revenue raised by local authority area by liability date 
as of 31 October 2013.   

The local government funding model will change considerably in 2014. 2013 is the final 
year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.  Under the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014 the Minister for Finance will pay into the Local 
Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property Tax paid into the Central Fund 
during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authorities from the Fund.  In addition, 
the establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government sector 
will have a considerable impact on local authority financing.   

The 2014 Local Government Fund General Purpose Grants will be announced in due course.   
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County/
City Coun-
cil 

2009 - €m 2010 - €m 2011 - €m 2012 - €m 2013- €m Total - €m 

Carlow 0.79 0.79 0.76 0.79 0.71 3.84 
Cavan 0.99 0.98 0.97 0.99 0.91 4.84 
Clare 2.56 2.42 2.37 2.29 2.10 11.74 
Cork City 3.08 3.03 2.82 2.76 2.57 14.25 
Cork Coun-
ty 

6.80 6.68 6.40 6.12 5.62 31.62 

Donegal 3.78 3.71 3.46 3.33 3.14 17.42 
Dublin City 15.47 15.26 14.72 14.15 12.82 72.41 
Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 

3.65 3.66 3.47 3.41 3.24 17.43 

Fingal 4.12 4.12 4.06 3.96 3.65 19.90 
Galway 
City 

2.71 2.70 2.59 2.54 2.31 12.86 

Galway 
County 

2.52 2.48 2.35 2.31 2.11 11.77 

Kerry 3.80 3.68 3.48 3.41 3.20 17.58 
Kildare 2.47 2.43 2.34 2.36 2.14 11.73 
Kilkenny 1.05 1.05 1.02 1.03 0.94 5.09 
Laois 0.79 0.82 0.79 0.78 0.73 3.91 
Leitrim 0.77 0.75 0.71 0.70 0.65 3.58 
Limerick 
City 

1.52 1.48 1.39 1.38 1.24 7.02 

Limerick 
County 

1.69 1.66 1.60 1.58 1.44 7.97 

Longford 0.71 0.69 0.63 0.67 0.55 3.25 
Louth 1.54 1.50 1.39 1.36 1.20 6.99 
Mayo 2.65 2.57 2.46 2.40 2.14 12.22 
Meath 1.70 1.72 1.65 1.61 1.46 8.15 
Monaghan 0.61 0.61 0.59 0.58 0.54 2.93 
North Tip-
perary 

0.98 0.97 0.92 0.92 0.84 4.62 

Offaly 0.77 0.79 0.74 0.74 0.65 3.68 
Roscommon 1.01 0.99 0.94 0.94 0.84 4.73 
Sligo 1.57 1.53 1.44 1.42 1.25 7.22 
South Dub-
lin 

2.84 2.99 2.85 2.79 2.51 13.99 

South Tip-
perary 

1.19 1.15 1.07 1.09 1.00 5.50 

Waterford 
City 

1.10 1.09 1.02 1.02 0.93 5.16 

Waterford 
County 

1.07 1.04 0.99 0.96 0.86 4.91 

Westmeath 1.42 1.42 1.38 1.37 1.25 6.84 
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County/
City Coun-
cil 

2009 - €m 2010 - €m 2011 - €m 2012 - €m 2013- €m Total - €m 

Wexford 3.13 3.01 2.93 2.87 2.71 14.65 
Wicklow 1.83 1.78 1.72 1.65 1.47 8.45 
Total 82.66 81.56 78.01 76.29 69.69 388.22 

05/11/2013WRFF03750Local Authority Funding

05/11/2013WRFF03800692. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide in detail the precise amount of grant aid allocated to West-
meath County Council under all housing heads provided by his Department to the local author-
ity for each year since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46688/13]

05/11/2013WRFF03900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Details of the funding provided to Westmeath County 
Council under the various measures included in my Department’s Social Housing Investment 
Programme for the years 2011 and 2012 and the funding allocated in 2013 are set out in the 
following table:   

Measure 2011 - Outturn 2012 - Outturn 2013 - Allocation 
Local Authority Housing 1,339,432 2,916,450 1,746,348 
Capital Assistance Scheme 213,733 590,314 211,876 
Traveller Accommodation 247,170 95,622 Nil 
Remedial Works 273,517 454,800 Nil 
Adaptations and Extensions 152,809  102,113  161,727
Energy Efficiency 758,853 209,468 630,247 
Private Housing Grants 1,330,789 988,155 653,376 
Pilot of Mortgage to Rent Nil Nil 591,243 

05/11/2013WRFF03950Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

05/11/2013WRFF04000693. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form the amount of funding provided by his Depart-
ment to Westmeath County Council for new sewage schemes; sewage improvement schemes; 
water improvement and upgrading schemes for each year since March 2011; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46689/13]

05/11/2013WRFF04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The current Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is in the 
Oireachtas library, lists a number of contracts to continue construction and to start in Westmeath 
during the life of the programme.  The information requested, on water and wastewater expen-
diture, is set out in the following tables. 

Water and 
Wastewater 
projects

2011 2012 2013 Total

Athlone Drain-
age Relief Study

€836,838.22 €11,672.40 €165,725.24 €1,014,235.86
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Water and 
Wastewater 
projects

2011 2012 2013 Total

Kilbeggan Sew-
erage Scheme  - 
Phase1

€300,540.30   €300,540.30

Lough Owell 
Water Treatment 
Plant - DBO 
Contract

€890,261.57 €524,971.21  €1,415,232.78

Water Supply 
to Royal Canal 
from Lough En-
nel

 €576,473.62  €576,473.62

TOTAL €2,027,640.09 €1,113,117.23 €165,725.24 €3,306,482.56

 

Water Conser-
vation projects

2011 2012 2013 Total

Westmeath 
Water Conserva-
tion (non scheme 
specific)

 €92,877.07  €92,877.07

Westmeath 
water Conser-
vation Stage 
3 - Countywide 
Watermains Re-
habilitation

€2,305,724.17 €869,228.90  €3,174,953.07

Westmeath Wa-
ter Conservation 
Stage 3 Phase 1 
Athlone Water-
mains Rehabili-
tation

€183,841.48 €82,306.37  €266,147.85

Westmeath 
Water Conser-
vation Stage 3 
Phase 1 Mullin-
gar Watermains 
Rehabilitation

€183,841.48 €113,656.42 €613,564.36 €911,062.26

TOTAL €2,673,407.13 €1,158,068.76 €613,564.36 €4,445,040.25

In addition, payments totalling €1.333 million and €0.979 million were paid to Westmeath 
County Council in 2011 and 2012 respectively under my Department’s Rural Water Pro-
gramme.  The Council has been notified of a block grant allocation of €1.117 million under the 
Programme for 2013.  Responsibility for the administration of this Programme, which includes 
group water schemes, group sewerage schemes and small public water and sewerage schemes, 
has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  The selection and approval of individual 
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schemes for advancement and funding under the programme, within the overall priorities set 
by my Department and subject to the block grant allocations provided, is therefore a matter for 
local authorities.  Accordingly, information on individual schemes is available from the County 
Council. 

05/11/2013WRFF04150Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRFF04200694. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader Partner-
ship Company Teoranta by an organisation (details supplied) in County Mayo.  [46693/13]

05/11/2013WRFF04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following agreement with the European Commission, Ireland has adopted a definition 
of rural areas for the purpose of LEADER funding as all of the country other than the urban 
areas defined as hubs and gateways in the National Spatial Strategy.  The use of this definition, 
rather than a population density calculation, ensured that LEADER funding would available to 
a greater proportion of Ireland’s rural areas than would otherwise have been the case. 

For the purposes of implementing the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) 2007-2013, all areas within the following are excluded:

- The City Council boundaries of Dublin, Cork, Galway, Waterford and Limerick

- The Borough Council boundaries of Kilkenny, Sligo and Wexford   

- The Town Council boundaries of Athlone, Ballina, Castlebar, Cavan, Dundalk, Ennis, 
Killarney, Letterkenny, Mallow, Monaghan, Mullingar, Tralee, Tuam and Tullamore.   

I understand from MNELP that an application was received from the promoter in question 
but as the location of the proposed project is inside the Town Council boundary of Ballina the 
application cannot be progressed.

05/11/2013WRFF04350Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRFF04400695. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a grant application to Mayo North East Leader Part-
nership Company Teoranta by an organisation (details supplied).  [46694/13]

05/11/2013WRFF04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the LAGs are the principal decision-makers 
in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are made in the context of the 
local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with the Programme’s Operating 
Rules and EU regulations. The LAG for the area referred to in the question is Mayo North East 
LEADER Partnership (MNELP). 

EU Regulation requires that a percentage of claims are subject to inspection and in this case 
part of the project costs were deemed ineligible for funding.  The promoter appealed the deci-
sion to the Department Appeal Panel, which subsequently upheld the original finding.  Payment 
in respect of the eligible amount is expected to issue in the coming days.

05/11/2013WRGG00150Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRGG00200696. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a grant application to Mayo North East Leader Part-
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nership Company Teoranta by an organisation (details supplied) in County Mayo.  [46695/13]

05/11/2013WRGG00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country. The LAG for the area referred to 
in the question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP). The LAGs are the prin-
cipal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are made 
in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with the 
Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. 

I understand that MNELP received an application from the promoter in question and is cur-
rently reviewing the documentation in order to update current information.  Once this review is 
complete the file will be sent to my Department for final review. 

05/11/2013WRGG00350Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRGG00400697. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) in County Mayo; when a decision may be expected; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46696/13]

05/11/2013WRGG00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country.  The LAG for the area referred to 
in the question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP).  The LAGs are the prin-
cipal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are made 
in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with the 
Programme’s Operating Rules and EU regulations. 

I understand that MNELP has recently received updated information from the project pro-
moter and expects to submit the project file to my Department for final review very shortly. 

05/11/2013WRGG00550Priory Hall Development

05/11/2013WRGG00600698. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding owners of buy-to-let apartments in Priory Hall; if they 
will be included in any deal on their mortgage in the near future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46720/13]

05/11/2013WRGG00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Any arrangements that may be agreed between an individual who owns a buy-to-let 
apartment at the Priory Hall complex and their mortgage provider is a matter between those 
parties. I have no function in relation to such matters other than to ensure that the terms of the 
agreed Priory Hall Resolution Framework, insofar as they apply to owners of buy-to-let apart-
ments, are applied in a fair and consistent manner. 

In broad terms, the Framework, as agreed between key stakeholders in October, 2013, pro-
vides that: 
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- the Government, Dublin City Council, the relevant members of the Irish Banking Federa-
tion and other stakeholders will work together to secure the successful resolution of the Priory 
Hall issue   

- recognising the exceptional and unique difficulties faced by the home owners in Priory 
Hall over the last two years, a fair and reasonable solution to their housing needs will be identi-
fied as part of the resolution process   

- solutions will be devised on a case-by-case basis in accordance with the Framework, tak-
ing account of the differing circumstances of each owner occupier in Priory Hall

- an appropriate arrangement will also be put place to recognise the difficulties facing own-
ers of buy-to-let properties in Priory Hall   

- the cost burden for resolution of the Priory Hall issue will be shared between the State, 
Dublin City Council, relevant members of the Irish Banking Federation and other stakeholders 
as appropriate.   

As part of the Framework, Dublin City Council has undertaken to ensure that Priory Hall 
is refurbished into a desirable, high quality, safe location that will include a mix of social and 
private residential units in line with current housing policy. During this time the owners of 
buy-to-let apartments at the complex will have the option of a moratorium on their mortgages 
while refurbishment takes place on the understanding that repayments will re-commence when 
refurbishment has been completed.   

The Government has established a group, chaired by Dr Martin McAleese, to oversee the 
effective implementation of all aspects of the agreed Framework. The implementation group 
includes a representative of buy-to-let owners with a view to ensuring that this category of ho-
meowners at Priory Hall is fully engaged and fairly treated. 

05/11/2013WRGG00750Irish Water Funding

05/11/2013WRGG00800699. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the €240 million Exchequer equity investment in Irish Water to fund water 
and waste water programme will come from moneys raised from the local property tax or from 
general taxation. [46741/13]

05/11/2013WRGG00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): It is proposed that a portion of the financing of Irish 
Water will be provided in the form of an equity investment.  The arrangements under which the 
investment will be made have not been finalised.  However, it is not envisaged that it will be 
funded through Voted Expenditure or from the Local Government Fund.

  Question No. 700 answered with Question No. 656.

05/11/2013WRGG01050Irish Water Establishment

05/11/2013WRGG01100701. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if Irish Water will be subject to commercial rates; and if so what the expected 
liability to be paid in Dublin will be; if this will result in a reduction in the local government 
charge for those local authorities receiving rates payments; the potential impact on households 
who are expected to pay the commercial cost of providing water; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46749/13]

05/11/2013WRGG01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The Commissioner 
for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters and the Valuation Act 2001 comes 
under the aegis of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.     

The property’s valuation, together with the annual rate on valuation (ARV) decided by the 
elected members of each local authority in the annual budget, determines the level of rates to 
be paid.  Rates income is a very important contribution to the cost of services provided by local 
authorities such as roads, public lighting, development control, parks and open spaces.  Locally 
elected members adopt the annual rate on valuation they consider necessary in order to provide 
the required services. 

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water and enabled the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) to advise on the regulation of water services.  I will 
shortly be publishing further proposed legislation to give effect to the transfer of water services 
functions currently with 34 local authorities to Irish Water from 1 January 2014.  Part of this 
transfer will include arrangements for the transfer of assets, including water services infrastruc-
ture, to the new public utility from that date. 

The proposed legislation will also assign responsibility to Irish Water for the provision of 
water services and will provide for the establishment of an economic regulator for water ser-
vices within the CER.  While the primary function of the CER will be to protect the interests of 
customers and to ensure that a consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them, 
it will also be responsible for approving the tariffs to be charged by Irish Water.  In fulfilling 
its functions, the CER will have regard to all of the commercial costs incurred by Irish Water, 
including the payment of commercial rates. 

The establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing from 2014.  The 2014 Local 
Government Fund General Purpose Grants will be announced in due course.

05/11/2013WRGG01250Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRGG01300702. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a grant application under the Leader funding pro-
gramme in respect of an organisation (details supplied) in County Cork; and when the grants 
will be awarded this year.  [46781/13]

05/11/2013WRGG01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department issued revised Programme allocations in May 2013 under the LEADER 
elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013.  RDP and Local Development 
Companies were given until 31 August to allocate any remaining available funding to ensure 
that all funding is allocated before the end of 2013.  My Department has been monitoring the 
situation with a view to identifying any unallocated or decommitted funding which can be real-
located.   

I understand that the project in question is under consideration by Avondhu Blackwater 
Partnership and, as the LDC is the principal decision maker in relation to project funding, it will 
be the responsibility of the LDC to determine what projects will be allocated funding should 
additional funding become available.

05/12013WRGG01450Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

05/11/2013WRGG01500703. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will provide a progress report on phases two and three of the Mountmellick 
sewage scheme; and the person who will have responsibility for this with the establishment of 
Uisce Éireann.  [46790/13]

05/11/2013WRGG01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Mountmellick Sewerage Scheme (Phases 2 & 3) is listed in the current Water Services 
Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 (WSIP) as a scheme to progress through planning. 

The scheme aims to improve the wastewater infrastructure to meet the needs of the existing 
development within the town. Phase 2 will involve the upgrade and expansion of the existing 
collection network and treatment facilities, while phase 3 will look to the long term ultimate 
development of Mountmellick including a new sewage collection system to serve undeveloped 
areas within the town boundary. 

Laois County Council is currently reviewing certain elements of the proposal and the out-
come of this review will feed into the preliminary report which is currently with my Depart-
ment. 

From 1 January 2014 Irish Water will be responsible for the delivery of water services capi-
tal infrastructure and is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan for 2014 - 2015.  I expect 
that this Plan will provide for the transition of projects currently included in the WSIP.

05/11/2013WRGG01650Voluntary Housing Sector

05/11/2013WRGG01700704. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the position regarding the possible plans to change the criteria for the 
buying out of houses for voluntary housing groups (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46878/13]

05/11/2013WRGG01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009, intro-
duced a new approach to the sale of social housing whereby social housing tenants, including 
tenants of approved housing bodies, could acquire new local authority houses and existing 
apartments under the Incremental Purchase Scheme (IPS).  The details of this scheme are avail 
able on my Department’s website, www.environ.ie.  There is no provision at present for the pur-
chase of individual houses by tenants of approved housing bodies.  My Department has been in 
consultation with the approved housing body sector regarding the development of an enabling 
regulatory framework to support the expanded role for the sector as envisaged in the Govern-
ment’s 2011 Housing Policy Statement.  In July 2013 I published Building for the Future, a 
Voluntary Regulation Code for Approved Housing Bodies in Ireland which has been developed 
by my Department to provide a framework within which statutory regulation of the AHB sector 
will be pursued. 

In conjunction with the development of this framework my Department will examine a 
range of issues around the long-term financing of the sector.  One issue to be considered is how 
to best use the equity accrued in the approved housing body stock to leverage additional new 
supply; the sale of existing stock to tenants is one of a range of options in this regard.

05/11/2013WRGG01850Local Development Companies Funding

05/11/2013WRGG01900705. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government the options available to community based companies (details supplied) who 
due to numerous cuts in funding are no longer in a position to fund a part-time project co-ordi-
nator currently funded by South East Cork Area Development; if he will identify other sources 
of funding that can be accessed and applied for to ensure the retention of this position in 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46901/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): South East Cork Area Development Limited (SECAD), which is a local development 
company, has for many years worked in partnership with the community group referred to and 
has supported its operations through the placement with it of Rural Social Scheme and Tús par-
ticipants, and by utilising its centre as a focal point for training and support services in Youghal, 
which is a RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) designated 
town.

My Department does not provide funding for the post referred to in the Question under the 
Local and Community Development Programme or any other programme.  However, SECAD 
may be able to advise the Board of Management of the Community Group in question on po-
tential sources of alternative funding.

  Question No. 706 answered with Question No. 681.

05/11/2013WRGG02250Irish Water Expenditure

05/11/2013WRGG02300707. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the expected expenditure by Irish Water in 2013, broken down by adminis-
tration, salaries, capital expenditure and the water metering programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46918/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02400708. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he or any officials in his Department sign off on an expenditure plan for 
Irish Water in 2013 and 2014; if his Department provides any oversight on this expenditure 
before it occurs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46919/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02500709. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding model for Irish Water in 2013 and in 2014; the sources of rev-
enue thus far; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46920/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02600710. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount that has been spent by Irish Water on consultancy services in 
2013; if he will indicate the companies or persons involved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46921/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 707 to 710, inclusive, 
together.  

The Water Services Act 2013 which provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a 
subsidiary of Bórd Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act also 
provides for the normal governance arrangements for a commercial State body in relation to its 
financial sustainability. This includes ministerial consents for borrowing and the entering into 
capital commitments by the subsidiary, as well as obligations for copies of the accounts of the 
subsidiary to be laid before each House of the Oireachtas.   
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Further proposed legislation will provide for t he transfer of water services functions to Irish 
Water from local authorities, which will address matters such as the preparation of water servic-
es strategic plans to be signed off by the Minister This proposed legislation will also provide for 
the establishment of an economic regulator for water services within the Commission for En-
ergy Regulation (CER).  While the primary function of the CER will be to protect the interests 
of customers and to ensure that a consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them, 
it will also be responsible for approving the tariffs to be charged by Irish Water. In fulfilling its 
functions, the CER will have regard, inter alia, to the need to ensure that there is an efficient 
system for the provision of water services and the need to promote the conservation of water.   

Consequently, following passage of this legislation, a new funding model will be in place to 
meet both capital and operational costs of the new entity. Irish Water’s costs in the coming years 
will be funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-domestic sector, third party 
finance (such as the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, EIB, bank lending and capital markets 
facilities) and State support which may be in the form of both equity and subvention. 

Bórd Gáis has put in place appropriate programme management arrangements to establish 
Irish Water, to prepare for the transfer of assets, liabilities and functions from local authorities 
from 1 January 2014, provide for customer service and billing and implement the domestic 
water metering programme.  Expenditure on this programme, including details of consultancy 
costs, is a matter for Bórd Gáis/Irish Water and these costs are not being funded from the Exche-
quer.  The National Pensions Reserve Fund has provided a bridging loan facility to Irish Water 
to meet the costs arising to the end of 2013.  This includes the initial stages of the domestic 
water metering programme, the full cost of which is €539m excluding VAT.  The ministerial 
consents required under the Water Services Act and the Memorandum and Articles of Associa-
tion of Irish Water were provided to Bord Gáis and Irish Water in relation to this expenditure 
and borrowing. 

My Department has committed to funding of almost €0.7m, to Irish Water in 2013 to fund 
the cost of a pilot study in relation to Phase 2 of the Metering Programme which is targeted 
at metering those properties that were not meterable in the Phase 1 Programme.  Expenditure 
incurred directly by Irish Water is a matter for that organisation and I have asked them to liaise 
directly with the Deputy.   

The Exchequer proposes a direct equity investment of €240m towards the capital funding 
of Irish Water in 2014. This will support projects to be included in Irish Water’s Capital Invest-
ment Plan and will ensure that the entity is in a position to take on the water services invest-
ment programmes of the 34 water services authorities, including some 80 projects currently in 
progress. Irish Water will also finance some of its costs and the liabilities transferred from local 
authorities through borrowings in 2014.   

The establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing from 2014. Work is also 
underway on the funding model for Irish Water’s operational costs, to ensure that it can fund 
the Service Level Agreements being put in place with local authorities for the delivery of water 
services in 2014. Irish Water is working with local authorities to finalise the 2014 budgets asso-
ciated with the proposed service level agreements.  In parallel with this process, the Department 
has sought the advice of the Commission for Energy Regulation in relation to anticipated new 
operational costs associated with new functions for the entity which are likely to arise in 2014. 
The outcome of these processes will determine the overall funding requirement of Irish Water 
in 2014 from the Exchequer, borrowing and charges.   
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05/11/2013WRGG02750Irish Water Staff

05/11/2013WRGG02800711. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of staff who have been directly hired by Irish Water to date 
in 2013; the number that have directly transferred from local authorities; if he will provide 
a breakdown of the number of staff earning €70,000 or more, €80,000 or more, €90,000 or 
more, the number paid €100,000 or more, the number paid €125,000 or more, the number paid 
€150,000 or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46922/13]

05/11/2013WRGG02900712. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of staff in Irish Water who have been provided with a car; the 
level of management at which one receives a car; the type of car to which they are entitled; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46923/13]

05/11/2013WRGG03000713. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the fringe benefits, other than salary, health insurance or other perks that 
staff in Irish Water received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46924/13]

05/11/2013WRGG03100714. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of staff that have transferred to Irish Water from local authori-
ties; the number from other public sector positions; of these, the number that now earn more 
than they did under their previous terms and conditions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46925/13]

05/11/2013WRGG03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 711 to 714, inclusive, 
together.

The Water Services Act 2013 provided for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsidiary of 
Bord Gáis Éireann to be formed and registered under the Companies Act.  In line with the Code 
of Practice for the corporate governance of State bodies, the determination of the remuneration 
of the senior management of commercial State bodies, with the exception of the Chief Execu-
tive, is a matter for the Board of the body and not one in which I have a statutory remit.    

The Managing Director of Irish Water was appointed by the Board of Bord Gáis Éireann, 
and his remuneration package was approved by me, with the consent of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform and following consultation with the Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources.  The gross salary payable to the Managing Director of Irish 
Water is €200,000 per annum.  In accordance with his approved Contract of Employment, the 
Managing Director of Irish Water is afforded the use of a company car on terms determined 
by the Company.  He is also eligible to participate in any company benefit schemes as may be 
available to him and in his case the only one applicable is health insurance.   

A fundamental underpinning of the water reform programme is to ensure that the skills and 
experience built up over many years in local authorities are put to best use for the long-term 
benefit of the customer and that there is no negative impact on service to customers during the 
transition.  It is intended, therefore, that the legislation to transfer statutory responsibility for 
water services to Irish Water will provide for local authorities to act as agents for Irish Water 
with this relationship being expressed through Service Level Agreements.  The majority of the 
existing staff will remain employees of local authorities working under such arrangements from 
1 January 2014.   

Irish Water is currently recruiting to build up the internal capabilities required within the 
organisation.  It was agreed by the Steering Group for the Water Sector Reform programme 
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that, to ensure skills within the sector were fully availed of in building up the new organisa-
tion, competitions for positions in asset management, capital delivery and operations would be 
restricted to staff in the partner organisations i.e. Bord Gáis Éireann, local authorities and my 
Department in the first instance. Open competitions are held for all other positions and details 
of these are available on Irish Water’s website www.water.ie.

         Questions Nos. 715 and 716 answered with Question No. 691.

Local Authority Funding

05/11/2013WRHH00300717. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority in tabular form of the 
amount each received in 2011, 2012 and 2013 respectively from the local government fund 
general purpose grant; the other grants that are made from the local government fund to local 
authorities; the cumulative sums for 2013 of any other of these grants that each local authority 
may have received separate to the general purpose grant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46928/13]

05/11/2013WRHH00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): General purpose grants are my Department’s contribution towards meeting the cost to 
local authorities of providing a reasonable level of services to their customers.  The table below 
details the final general purpose grant payments from the Local Government Fund to all local 
authorities for 2011, 2012 and 2013. 

Local Authority Name 2011 - € 2012 - € 2013 - € 
Arklow Town Council 1,384,825 1,264,896 1,200,969 
Athlone Town Council 1,385,905 1,309,067 1,231,467 
Athy Town Council 620,231 576,589 543,047 
Ballina Town Council 1,391,588 1,271,590 1,209,373 
Ballinasloe Town Coun-
cil 

736,863 678,735 645,234 

Birr Town Council 679,579 625,841 590,609 
Bray Town Council 3,235,454 3,301,926 3,138,743 
Buncrana Town Council 780,684 712,767 666,687 
Bundoran Town Council 477,814 425,085 404,340 
Carlow County Council 9,356,860 8,277,058 8,560,762 
Carlow Town Council 1,460,551 1,332,400 1,265,988 
Carrickmacross Town 
Council 

515,563 467,219 442,918 

Carrick-On-Suir Town 
Council 

979,959 916,167 860,228 

Cashel Town Council 564,104 517,402 490,624 
Castlebar Town Council 809,302 739,496 693,522 
Castleblaney Town 
Council 

399,419 371,917 343,549 

Cavan County Council 15,269,533 13,796,504 14,123,740 
Cavan Town Council 718,591 654,077 621,373 
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Local Authority Name 2011 - € 2012 - € 2013 - € 
Clare County Council 10,531,514 10,128,450 10,072,651 
Clonakilty Town Coun-
cil 

521,171 474,382 450,662 

Clones Town Council 514,330 472,439 441,092 
Clonmel Borough 
Council 

2,556,744 2,346,540 2,235,458 

Cobh Town Council 1,046,319 952,382 904,763 
Cork City Council 18,555,716 16,918,727 16,612,544 
Cork County Council 36,601,888 32,632,715 32,216,090 
Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down County Council 

28,349,944 25,654,823 24,772,291 

Donegal County Coun-
cil 

33,334,869 29,677,041 30,995,092 

Drogheda Borough 
Council 

3,452,950 3,206,222 3,047,680 

Dublin City Council 60,023,920 54,009,434 52,613,531 
Dundalk Town Council 3,875,678 3,601,046 3,410,323 
Dungarvan Town Coun-
cil 

784,693 708,685 673,294 

Ennis Town Council 1,843,158 1,720,471 1,625,178 
Enniscorthy Town 
Council 

960,002 925,807 878,576 

Fermoy Town Council 726,081 660,895 627,850 
Fingal County Council 22,069,626 20,084,467 19,619,590 
Galway City Council 6,492,158 5,907,178 5,750,549 
Galway County Council 30,013,322 27,440,971 27,400,744 
Kells Town Council 354,449 359,258 343,356 
Kerry County Council 20,574,023 18,689,208 18,374,432 
Kildare County Council 21,520,945 19,628,180 20,634,229 
Kilkenny Borough 
Council 

1,370,821 1,276,507 1,203,255 

Kilkenny County Coun-
cil 

16,061,905 14,713,705 15,105,892 

Killarney Town Council 1,451,204 1,325,831 1,251,767 
Kilrush Town Council 527,452 487,944 461,460 
Kinsale Town Council 344,812 313,856 298,163 
Laois County Council 13,819,010 12,752,890 13,136,013 
Leitrim County Council 12,480,094 11,597,455 11,952,743 
Letterkenny Town 
Council 

868,950 801,689 756,453 

Limerick City Council 7,988,750 7,758,879 8,264,861 
Limerick County Coun-
cil 

19,251,936 17,339,749 17,668,930 

Listowel Town Council 608,783 555,720 533,911 
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Local Authority Name 2011 - € 2012 - € 2013 - € 
Longford County Coun-
cil 

12,028,665 10,930,269 11,488,728 

Longford Town Council 965,269 878,008 830,162 
Louth County Council 9,956,317 8,809,684 9,090,024 
Macroom Town Council 525,612 478,424 454,502 
Mallow Town Council 951,776 866,328 823,011 
Mayo County Council 29,938,016 27,276,247 27,650,043 
Meath County Council 23,336,686 21,133,796 21,360,037 
Midleton Town Council 486,711 443,016 420,864 
Monaghan County 
Council 

12,827,990 11,366,792 11,968,784 

Monaghan Town Coun-
cil 

910,168 863,264 787,065 

Naas Town Council 1,231,776 1,123,322 1,067,472 
Navan Town Council 336,591 388,455 472,669 
Nenagh Town Council 926,797 850,869 805,581 
New Ross Town Coun-
cil 

816,997 751,766 741,554 

North Tipperary County 
Council 

15,242,399 13,917,192 14,504,742 

Offaly County Council 12,810,146 11,749,160 12,217,139 
Roscommon County 
Council 

17,051,277 15,521,073 15,828,208 

Skibbereen Town Coun-
cil 

370,292 337,048 320,195 

Sligo Borough Council 2,269,402 2,095,433 2,000,541 
Sligo County Council 13,916,896 13,307,871 13,584,307 
South Tipperary County 
Council 

18,800,334 17,004,654 17,302,006 

South Dublin County 
Council 

17,693,997 16,485,014 16,370,168 

Templemore Town 
Council 

555,357 505,117 479,867 

Thurles Town Council 790,197 732,863 693,222 
Tipperary Town Council 682,415 624,759 599,444 
Tralee Town Council 2,403,950 2,184,323 2,078,813 
Trim Town Council 432,192 427,582 404,706 
Tullamore Town Coun-
cil 

1,007,722 970,006 878,613 

Waterford City Council 5,443,471 5,093,262 5,415,345 
Waterford County 
Council 

19,387,525 17,462,467 18,176,169 

Westmeath County 
Council 

17,331,141 15,627,759 16,055,537 

Westport Town Council 671,160 612,196 581,332 
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Local Authority Name 2011 - € 2012 - € 2013 - € 
Wexford Borough 
Council 

1,945,116 1,773,199 1,684,540 

Wexford County Coun-
cil 

17,405,370 15,704,965 15,912,433 

Wicklow County Coun-
cil 

15,796,015 14,359,096 14,357,641 

Wicklow Town Council 1,306,799 1,210,118 1,141,936 
Youghal Town Council 965,305 878,641 834,709 

The audited accounts of the Local Government Fund are available on my Department’s 
website at www.environ.ie.  The estimated expenditure from the Local Government Fund in 
2013, as set out in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2013 published by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, is €1.21 billion, including

- €640.9 million for General Purpose Payments to local authorities;

- €407.9 million for Road and Public Transport Infrastructure payments, the allocation of 
which is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport; and

- €61.5 million relating to other miscellaneous schemes including Group Water Scheme 
subsidies, Water and Waste Water projects, operating costs for the Vehicle Registration Unit 
of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and a residual amount for other priority 
national projects benefitting local authorities.

The table below sets out the amounts paid to date in 2013 to each local authority from the 
Local Government Fund for purposes other than (i) General Purpose Grants (which are already 
outlined above) and (ii) Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport allocations to local au-
thorities in respect of roads and public transport infrastructure (details of which are not avail-
able in my Department).   

County 2013 total to date € 
Carlow County Council 239,670 
Cavan County Council 3,161,727 
Clare County Council 412,574 
Cork City Council 151,540 
Cork County Council 428,040 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 425,630 
Donegal County Council 379,740 
Dublin City Council 600,530 
Fingal County Council 1,745,530 
Galway City Council 45,050 
Galway County Council 2,188,157 
Kerry County Council 390,428 
Kildare County Council 619,208 
Kilkenny County Council 267,256 
Laois County Council 346,267 
Leitrim County Council 272,280 
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County 2013 total to date € 
Limerick City Council 91,478 
Limerick County Council 401,090 
Longford County Council 80,780 
Louth County Council 276,393 
Meath County Council 208,467 
Monaghan County Council 599,821 
North Tipperary County Council 419,468 
Offaly County Council 218,120 
Roscommon County Council 603,382 
Sligo County Council 392,911 
South Tipperary County Council 203,400 
South Dublin County Council 12,800 
Waterford City Council 68,600 
Waterford County Council 115,613 
Westmeath County Council 121,400 
Wexford County Council 297,597 
Wicklow County Council 509,990 

Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRHH00500718. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application by a club (details supplied) in County 
Mayo to Mayo North East Leader Partnership company; when the approved funds will be paid; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46932/13]

05/11/2013WRHH00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country.  The LAG for the area referred to 
in the question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP).  The LAGs are the prin-
cipal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are made 
in the context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with the 
programme’s operating rules and EU regulations. 

I understand that MNELP received an application from the promoter in question in 2011 
but project approvals were suspended pending the completion of my Department’s investiga-
tion into governance issues in the LAG.  The LAG contract was reinstated on 18 July 2013; I 
understand that MNELP has recently received updated documentation from the promoter and 
expects to submit the project file to my Department for final review very shortly.

Leader Programmes Applications

05/11/2013WRHH00700719. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader Partner-
ship company by persons (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46933/13]

05/11/2013WRHH00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country. The LAG for the area referred to in 
the question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP). The LAGs are the principal 
decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are made in the 
context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with Programme’s 
Operating Rules and EU regulations.  I understand that MNELP received an incomplete appli-
cation from the project promoter in mid-October 2013. The application cannot be progressed 
further until all the necessary documentation is submitted.

Homeless Accommodation Funding

05/11/2013WRHH00900720. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the allocation of the homelessness budget for each of the years from 2010 to date 
in 2013 with specific reference to levels of funding allocated to each of the nine regional au-
thorities and voluntary organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46942/13]

05/11/2013WRHH01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not fund any service directly but 
provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommoda-
tion and related services under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. Housing authorities provide 
additional funding from their own resources.  The Section 10 funding provided by my Depart-
ment to housing authorities on a regional basis for the years 2010 to 2012 is set out in the table.  
Details of the allocations to the 9 regions for 2013 are also provided.

Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988

Region 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Dublin €40,521,375 €35,732,525 €32,398,290 €31,322,223 
South East €1,742,886 €2,110,476 €1,848,877 €1,787,469 
North East €1,037,617 €912,250 €910,194 €879,963 
Midlands €666,344 €624,897 €672,027 €649,707 
South West €4,270,143 €3,505,749 €4,418,967 €4,272,197 
Mid-West €3,435,607 €2,905,457 €3,516,119 €3,399,336 
West €1,699,288 €1,227,696 €1,581,478 €1,528,951 
Mid East €906,842 €697,665 €839,146 €811,275 
North West €423,355 €406,335 €360,865 €348,879 
Total €54,703,457 €48,123,050 €46,545,963 €45,000,000 

Local Government Reform

05/11/2013WRHH01100721. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of the new municipalities that will replace three or more town coun-
cils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46961/13]

05/11/2013WRHH01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The recommendations contained in the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Re-
port, which was published in May 2013, will provide the basis for the configuration of munici-
pal districts.  Districts will be determined by ministerial order in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Local Government Act 2001 which are due to be amended by the Local Gov-
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ernment Bill 2013, when enacted.  Pending finalisation of the necessary orders, it would not 
possible to provide data in relation to the information sought.

Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

05/11/2013WRHH01300722. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason he did not include Doolin sewerage scheme in the Water 
Services Investment Programme 2010 - 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46973/13]

05/11/2013WRHH01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 provides for the development of 
a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Clare.  The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of some €41 million in 
County Clare during the period of the Programme. 

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth.  A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Clare County Council, in 
response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas.  These were subsequently appraised in my De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities.  Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that were more strategically important at that time. 

Last month my Department wrote to Clare County Council, in response to the Council’s 
request to have the scheme included in the current Water Services Investment Programme, 
advising that the Doolin Sewerage Scheme could not be considered for inclusion in the current 
Programme at this time.  From 1 January 2014 Irish Water will be responsible for the delivery 
of water services capital infrastructure and is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan for 
2014 - 2015.  My Department has advised the Council that it is open to it to make a business 
case to Irish Water to have particular schemes included in the Capital Investment Plan for 2014 
– 2015.

Local Authority Housing Issues

05/11/2013WRHH01500723. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details in tabular form by local authority of the numbers 
of unoccupied local authority houses on 1 October 2013; the number of those houses which 
are waiting 12 months or more for allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[47019/13]

05/11/2013WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.  Data on the numbers of unoc-
cupied local authority houses are not included in this range.  These data are, however, collected 
annually as part of the Local Government Management Agency’s review of local authority ser-
vice indicators.  Electronic copies of the reports, including the most recent report for 2011, are 
available on the Local Government Management Agency’s website – www.lgma.ie.
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Local Authority Housing Rents

05/11/2013WRHH01700724. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details in tabular form by local authority of the average 
weekly rents charged by local authorities during 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47020/13]

05/11/2013WRHH01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.

  Data on the average weekly rents are included in this range. The most recent data relate 
to 2011 due to a delay in receiving fully audited rental information for 2012.  Audited data in 
respect of 2013 will be available in due course.

  Question No. 725 answered with Question No. 668.

Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRHH02000726. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year mon-
etary effect of his Department’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47076/13]

05/11/2013WRHH02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 375 of 22 October 2013 as regards 2014 and later year 
impacts of expenditure reductions in my Department’s Vote.  The nature of my Department’s 
programmes is such that there are not generally differences in the impact of measures along the 
lines referred to in the Question.

Military Aircraft Landings

05/11/2013WRHH02200727. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Government 
and-or the Garda Commissioner has instructed gardaí at Shannon not to search US military 
aircraft, or chartered aircraft transporting US troops, or aircraft associated with the US Central 
Intelligence Agency; and if this instruction has been revised in view of the refuelling of a US 
military aircraft with a fixed weapon.  [45630/13]

05/11/2013WRHH02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that operational matters pertaining to policing are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and 
accordingly the question of the Government issuing instructions of the kind referred to by the 
Deputy does not arise.  In that context, the Garda Síochána remain fully committed to inves-
tigate all alleged breaches of the criminal law, including alleged offences involving the use of 
aircraft at Shannon Airport or other Irish airports.  The Garda Síochána has statutory powers of 
search and entry available to it under various legislative provisions and these apply to aircraft 
as much as to any other type of private property.  However, these powers may only be exercised 
in circumstances where a member of the Garda Síochána reasonably suspects that an offence 
has been or is being committed.

It is the case that the Garda Síochána has previously fully investigated a number of allega-
tions of unlawful activity at Irish airports and files have been submitted to the Director of Public 
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Prosecution in some of these cases, although no prosecution was directed.  In the other cases no 
evidence to substantiate the allegations was disclosed.  I would point out, for the sake of clar-
ity, that the Garda Síochána has no role in relation to the inspection of foreign State or military 
aircraft which, in accordance with international law, enjoy sovereign immunity.

Court of Appeal Establishment

05/11/2013WRHH02400728. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Court of 
Appeal will be up and running; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46617/13]

05/11/2013WRHH02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following the successful out-
come of the referendum on the proposed Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court 
of Appeal) Bill I will shortly bring forward an “Implementation Bill” that will deal with many 
practical issues in regard to the new Court of Appeal, such as the formal establishment and 
membership of the Court of Appeal, the appointment of judges, the organisation of the Court, 
and provision for the office of Registrar of the Court, among other issues.  It is planned that the 
Bill will be enacted during the first half of 2014 and that the new Court of Appeal would be up 
and running in the new law term next Autumn.

My Department will be working closely with the Courts Service during this process and I 
can advise that an Implementation Committee has been established by the Courts Service which 
includes representation from my Department.  The Committee, which has held its first meeting, 
will examine and make recommendations in relation to all aspects of administrative support 
for the new Court, such as organisational structure, staffing, accommodation, ICT systems and 
facilities, and rules of court to regulate court procedures.  The aim is to ensure that the required 
accommodation, structures and systems are in place in time for the establishment of the new 
Court of Appeal.

The current level of delay in the Supreme Court of four and a half years is unsustainable for 
individuals and businesses seeking to pursue important appeals.  The establishment of a Court 
of Appeal provides a long-needed reform of our courts system.  It will have significant benefit 
for individual citizens, but will also maintain the internationally recognised standing of Ireland 
as a competitive and efficient economy in which to do business.

Irish Sign Language

05/11/2013WRHH02600729. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Irish sign 
language will be given legal recognition in accordance with the UN Human Rights Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2007; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45649/13]

05/11/2013WRHH02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment includes a commitment to “examine different mechanisms to promote the recognition of 
Irish Sign Language”.  This process has already commenced.  The National Disability Authority 
(NDA) facilitated consultations with the Deaf Community in Ireland in 2012 at my request in 
relation to actions that could make improvements in the lives of deaf people and submissions 
received from them were considered for inclusion where possible and appropriate in the Na-
tional Disability Strategy Implementation Plan (NDSIP) which was published in July 2013 on 
the Department of Justice and Equality website.

As part of the follow-up to that initiative,  I will chair a special themed meeting of the 
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National Disability Strategy Implementation Group (NDSIG) on the question of Irish Sign 
Language on November 28. This meeting, which will be the first such themed meeting of this 
Group, will  bring together representatives of relevant Departments, the National Disability 
Authority, the Deaf community and other relevant stakeholders with a view to further progress-
ing the implementation of the NDSIP in this regard.  The meeting will in particular examine the 
current situation across Government Departments and their Agencies with regard to promot-
ing recognition of Irish Sign Language including in service provision.  The intention is that 
any actions which are identified and agreed through this process, will be incorporated into the 
National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan with Key Performance Indicators and time-
lines and the actors identified for implementing the action.  Progress on the actions will then be 
monitored as part of the Implementation Plan monitoring process.

The National Disability Strategy is part of a whole-of-Government approach to advancing 
the social inclusion of people with disabilities.  The ongoing implementation of our National 
Disability Strategy therefore comprehends many of the provisions of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).  In addition, an Inter-Depart-
mental Committee on the Convention monitors the remaining legislative and administrative 
actions required to enable ratification. Any further legislative or administrative actions that may 
be required in relation to Irish Sign Language in advance of ratification of the UNCRPD will 
be examined in this context.

Criminal Assets Bureau

05/11/2013WRHH02800730. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is considering 
extending further powers to allow the Criminal Assets Bureau to further target suspected crimi-
nals operating online. [45690/13]

05/11/2013WRHH02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Criminal Assets Bureau is a vital component in the State’s law enforcement response to seri-
ous and organised crime.  The remit of the Bureau is to target those persons who seek to derive 
benefit from criminal activities. In carrying out this role, the Bureau utilises all available legal 
remedies, primarily those contained in the Proceeds of Crime legislation, Taxes legislation and 
Social Welfare legislation, to deprive persons of benefits obtained from the proceeds of crime.

Since its inception, Bureau processes have been continuously evaluated and, where neces-
sary, strengthened to maximise the number of cases brought and assets targeted.  Furthermore, 
an Expert Group, established under the auspices of my Department, is currently engaged in a 
comprehensive review of the Proceeds of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible 
improvements which would serve to strengthen the operation of the Criminal Assets Bureau.  
The Chief Bureau Office and Bureau Legal Officer of the Criminal Assets Bureau are repre-
sented on the Expert Group,  along with representatives from the Crime and Criminal Law Re-
form Divisions of my Department and a representative from the Office of the Attorney General.

A number of matters are being reviewed by the Group including decreasing the amount of 
time which must elapse before criminal assets which have been frozen become the property 
of the State; increasing the powers of receivers over properties so as to immediately deprive 
criminals of the use of those properties; short term seizure of assets believed to be the proceeds 
of crime pending determination by the courts and further improving measures supporting in-
ternational cooperation.  However, the work of the Group is not limited to these matters and 
any further proposals which the Bureau may bring forward which would serve to strengthen its 
operation can be taken into account during the review.
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Criminal Assets Bureau

05/11/2013WRHH03000731. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if further measures 
will be taken with the Spanish authorities to target suspected Irish criminals and their assets in 
their jurisdiction; if the Criminal Assets Bureau is liaising with the Spanish authorities to target 
assets which may have resulted from illegal activities here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45691/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy 
that the Criminal Assets Bureau liaises on an ongoing basis with law enforcement authorities 
throughout Europe and worldwide in the pursuit of assets derived from criminal conduct.  Hav-
ing regard to the particular issue raised by the Deputy, I am informed that the Bureau does liaise 
directly with its Spanish counterparts and explores all available avenues within the European 
Union legal framework to target criminally acquired assets and criminals operating between 
both jurisdictions.  I would also like to assure the Deputy of the importance attributed at both 
national level and European level to continuing close cooperation between asset recovery of-
fices across the Member States.  In this regard, it is worth noting that both Ireland and Spain are 
currently members of the Steering Group  of the Camden Asset Recovery Interagency Network 
(CARIN), which is an informal network of experts/practitioners dedicated to improving coop-
eration in all aspects of tackling the proceeds of crime.  Specifically, CARIN aims to increase 
the effectiveness of members’ efforts in depriving criminals of their illicit profits through coop-
erative inter-agency cooperation and information sharing.

Garda Deployment

05/11/2013WRHH03200732. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí that will be redeployed and from where, to aid the Department of Social Protection in 
tackling fraud as reported; the grounds on which they will be allowed to question and arrest 
suspects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45670/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Discussions are near comple-
tion on the temporary secondment of a small number (up to 20) of Gardaí on a pilot basis to the 
Department of Social Protection to work with officers from the Special Investigation Unit (SIU) 
of that Department.  The SIU’s function is to investigate and report on social welfare fraud and 
abuse, and the Unit already works closely with An Garda Síochána.  The Garda members con-
cerned will retain policing powers, and will also be given powers of investigation equivalent to 
their SIU counterparts.

Road Traffic Offences

05/11/2013WRHH03400733. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Questions No. 1086 of 18 September 2013 and No. 426 of 8 October 2013, the 
steps he will be taking with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, in view of the 
information available to him on the rate of enforcement of section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 
2010 so that the enforcement rate can be improved on a national basis.  [45716/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued since May 2012 
include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road Traffic Acts to bring 
their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they are attending court. 
The conduct of any case before a court is a matter for the presiding judge.  I am informed that 
the Courts Service has communicated with the judiciary to facilitate an arrangement whereby 
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defendants who appear before the court are requested in court to produce their driving licence, 
and a copy thereof,  to the court registrar for the purpose of having the driving licence num-
ber recorded. In this regard, where in accordance with the directions of the judge, a licence is 
produced in any District Court throughout the country to the court registrar, the licence details 
are recorded.  A working group has been set up with representatives from my Department, the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and other relevant stakeholders.  The group is cur-
rently examining the enforcement of Section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 in the context of 
the overall operation of the penalty points system.

Road Safety

05/11/2013WRHH03600734. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding cyclists on footpaths (details supplied). [45740/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
from my response on 1 October, 2013, as set out below, that I brought his concerns surrounding 
the location in question to the attention of the Garda authorities.  I have sought a report from the 
Garda authorities with regard to any action taken in the area referred to and will reply directly 
to the Deputy when the reply is to hand.

PQ 4122/13 response of 1 October, 2013

The Deputy will be aware that members of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on pedal 
cycling as part of their normal duties. In addition to day to day enforcement of the relevant 
provisions of the Road Traffic Acts, breaches of the legislation are regularly targeted by way of 
specific Garda operations which take into account the interaction of cyclists, pedestrians and 
vehicular traffic.  Where breaches of legislation are detected, members of An Garda Síochána, 
depending on the circumstances, may deal with the incident by way of advice or caution or by 
initiating criminal proceedings.  I have brought the Deputy’s concerns surrounding the specific 
location in question to the attention of the Garda authorities for any appropriate action.

Garda Deployment

05/11/2013WRHH03800735. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the increase in burglaries and attempted burglaries in Ballyfermot, if he will consider allocat-
ing extra gardaí to Ballyfermot Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45774/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03850736. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of gardaí stationed in Ballyfermot Garda station for the years 
2010 to 2013.  [45775/13]

05/11/2013WRHH03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 735 and 736 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
personnel among the Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts, the various Garda national units 
and of course Garda Headquarters.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible 
use is made of these resources.  I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the per-
sonnel strength of Ballyfermot Garda Station on 31 December 2010 to 2012 and on 30 Septem-
ber 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, is set out in the table hereunder.
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Year Members Reserves Civilians
31/12/2010 99 3 3
31/12/2011 96 2 3
31/12/2012 93 2 3
30/09/2013 88 2 3

As the Deputy may be aware the latest crime statistics show that the rate of burglary has 
decreased by 8.9% nationally for the twelve months ending on 30 June 2013 and this underlines 
the impact being made by Gardaí under Operation Fiacla.  As part of the measures which are co-
ordinated under Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force throughout the Dublin Metropoli-
tan Region, including  Ballyfermot.  It is an intelligence driven operation and includes analysis 
led checkpoints and patrols to target specific areas and case manage targeted offenders.  These 
arrangements are kept under review to ensure adjustments are made to maintain the effective 
focus of the operation.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
lem solving with the community and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and households 
in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.

Garda Recruitment

05/11/2013WRHH04200737. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
exempting reserve members of An Garda Síochána from the application process required for 
the general public when applying for positions with the force; if he will take the two year proba-
tion period completed by reserve members into account; the courses completed by the reserve 
members under consideration; if he will give first consideration for full-time posts when they 
arise to reserve members due to their prior training; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45787/13]

05/11/2013WRHH04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
recruitment to An Garda Síochána is governed by statutory regulations.   The current regulations 
expressly provides that the Public Appointments Service will take into account any satisfactory 
service by a person as a reserve member of the Garda Síochána when they are applying to join 
the full time force.  These regulations are currently being consolidated and revised and the same 
provisions for Reserve members will be incorporated into the new regulations.  Arrangements 
are currently being finalised in conjunction with the Garda Commissioner and the Public Ap-
pointments Service, for the holding of the recently announced Garda recruitment competition, 
including in relation to the processing of applications by members of the Garda Reserve.

Garda Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRJJ00200738. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda R dis-
trict will receive additional Garda vehicles between now and year end; if so the number of 
these vehicles that will be marked or unmarked; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45861/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
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of his identified operational demands and available resources.  I am conscious of the continu-
ing pressures on the Garda fleet and, in that regard, I am very pleased to have secured a further 
€9m for investment in the fleet, made up of €5m between now and the end of the year and a 
further €4m in 2014.  At this stage, arising from the additional €5m being made available be-
tween October and December, the Garda authorities have arranged for the delivery of 305 new 
vehicles by the end of 2013.  These are in addition to the 133 new Garda vehicles already made 
available during the year.  I understand that the specific details in relation to the deployment of 
the new Garda transport have yet to be finalised but the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles 
will be allocated as effectively as possible in line with operational circumstances, including the 
requirements of the Garda R District.

The most recent investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for 
the three years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an 
effective and efficient policing service.

Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRJJ00400739. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Garda vet-
ting clearance will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45910/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that no vetting application has been received in respect of the person to whom the 
Deputy refers.  In the circumstances, I can only suggest that the person contacts the registered 
organisation involved.

Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRJJ00600740. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Garda vet-
ting clearance will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45911/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that no vetting application has been received in respect of the person to whom the 
Deputy refers.  In the circumstances, I can only suggest that the person contacts the registered 
organisation involved.

Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRJJ00800741. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Garda vet-
ting clearance will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45912/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 2 October, 2013.  The application is 
currently being processed and once completed will be returned to the registered organisation 
concerned.
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The Deputy may wish to note that the number of vetting applications received by the Garda 
Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 2012 
and it is expected that there will be upwards of 350,000 applications this year.  I am informed 
by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for applications is now ap-
proximately 9 weeks from date of receipt.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to 
seek additional information on particular applications can result in this processing time being 
exceeded on occasion.  Nonetheless, this is a significant improvement on the processing time of 
14 weeks which existed in July this year.  This improvement reflects the fact that I have given 
this matter particular priority as it is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to per-
form this most critical of roles effectively and efficiently.

In that context, I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.  As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013.  Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks.  Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU.  This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway.  This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received.  The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.

Deportation Orders Data

05/11/2013WRJJ01000742. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality how many 
deportation orders, as distinct from removal orders made against EU citizens, were made against 
persons of Latvian and Estonian origin, who were categorised as “non-citizens” and holders of 
non-citizen passports or alien’s passport, respectively, in each year since their states’ accession 
to the EU in 2004.  [45949/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Deportation Orders are made 
under the provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended, and under Sec-
tion 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 on the prohibition of refoulement.  I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that there is no record of any Depor-
tation Order being made against persons of Latvian and Estonian origin, who were categorised 
as “non-citizens” and holders of non-citizen passports or alien’s passport, respectively, in any 
of the years since their States’ accession to the EU in 2004.

05/11/2013WRJJ01150Mortgage Arrears Proposals

05/11/2013WRJJ01200743. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
home repossessions. [44114/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): This Government has consis-
tently taken the line that repossession of a home should only be considered as a last resort when 
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all other sustainable options have been fully considered but are not considered viable having 
regard to all the circumstances of the case. To that end, the Government has introduced a com-
prehensive framework to tackle the mortgage arrears problem.

- Lending institutions are working with borrowers in arrears to meet targets set by the Cen-
tral Bank which will see the majority of them being offered sustainable solutions by the end of 
next year;

- The reform of the personal insolvency legislation, which I piloted through the Oireachtas, 
will see a range of alternative solutions being availed of by borrowers where their debt situation 
is not sustainable;

- Advice on dealing with mortgage arrears is available, independently of the lending institu-
tions, through the Citizens Information Board help line and website (www.keepingyourhome.
ie);

- Mortgage-to-rent cases are being finalised and agreed on an increasing basis with over 100 
families finding solutions through this scheme.

Within the next 12 months, the Government expects that the vast majority of those who are 
currently in arrears will have been offered and, hopefully, have accepted a sustainable solution. 
The Central Bank has already set targets for resolving mortgage arrears cases and has made it 
clear that lending institutions which fail to meet these targets may face financial sanctions. It is 
essential that the institutions address this challenge as part of the process of repairing our dam-
aged banking system.

Co-operating borrowers have nothing to fear from engaging with the lending institutions to 
find solutions to their difficulties.  Already some 79,000 mortgage holders have had their mort-
gages restructured. Protections under the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 
(CCMA) have been put in place precisely to allow cooperating borrowers the time and space to 
restructure their mortgage commitments to meet changed financial circumstances.  That being 
said, it is worrying to see that, in the case of some institutions, up to one-third of borrowers in 
arrears are not engaging at all. I would urge all those in mortgage difficulties to begin the pro-
cess of resolving the situation by talking to their lender as a matter of urgency.

I should add that, during the passage of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2013 
through the Oireachtas, I took the opportunity to insert two important provisions which will be 
of benefit to borrowers with arrears. Section 2 of the Act provides that in any future reposses-
sion proceedings in respect of a borrower’s principal private residence, the court may adjourn 
proceedings so that a proposal for a Personal Insolvency Arrangement (PIA) under the Per-
sonal Insolvency Act 2012 may be fully explored as an alternative to repossession.  Section 3 
of the Act introduces a requirement that repossession actions in relation to a principal private 
residence or family home where the mortgage was created prior to 1 December 2009 must be 
commenced in the Circuit Court.

Same-sex Marriage

05/11/2013WRJJ01400744. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has con-
sidered a referendum on same sex marriage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43147/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the procedure is that the Government responds to the Constitutional Convention’s recommen-
dations within a four-month period.  The response to the recommendations of the Convention 
on equal access to civil marriage will be available very shortly and will be provided via a state-
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ment which I will make in this House.

Northern Ireland Issues

05/11/2013WRJJ01600745. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
British Government’s decision to rule out a public inquiry into the Omagh bombing by the Real 
IRA in 1998; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41185/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Last year the Omagh Support 
and Self-Help Group presented a report which it had compiled to the Irish and British Govern-
ments setting out matters relating to the atrocity at Omagh which it considered of concern and 
calling for a public inquiry.  The Deputy will be aware that on 12 September the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers MP, announced her decision that the British Gov-
ernment does not propose to hold a public inquiry into certain matters surrounding the Omagh 
bombing.  I understand, as indicated in a statement issued by the Secretary of State, that she 
does not believe there are sufficient grounds to justify a further review or inquiry above and 
beyond those that have already taken place or are ongoing.  Insofar as this jurisdiction is con-
cerned, I am currently in the process of finalising  a detailed consideration of the matters raised 
by the Omagh Group in as much as they relate to this State and the Garda Síochána.  I will con-
clude this process shortly and once a conclusion has been reached I will communicate directly 
with the Omagh Group.

Visa Agreements

05/11/2013WRJJ01800746. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress he has 
made in seeking a new agreement on shared visitor visas with the UK; if there are any further 
countries with which he is considering seeking such an agreement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40839/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish short-stay Visa Waiv-
er Programme for holders of certain categories of UK visa, which commenced in July 2011, is 
a demonstration of the Government’s determination to maximise, to the greatest possible ex-
tent, the economic potential of the Common Travel Area (CTA).  The Visa Waiver Programme 
allows persons from seventeen designated countries to travel to Ireland on the basis of a UK 
visa and it has proved very effective in attracting increased numbers of visitors from emerging 
tourist markets.  The number of participating countries in the programme is kept under review.  
Figures from Tourism Ireland indicate that the total number of trips to Ireland by residents of 
countries covered by the programme increased by approximately 38% in the 18 months after 
the programme was introduced.  In addition, in relation to China and India alone, Tourism Ire-
land advises that some 55 new tour operator programmes to Ireland have been developed as a 
result of the introduction of the waiver programme.  These programmes alone have contributed 
to over 13,000 additional visitors to Ireland from India and China.

Building on success of the Programme, work is continuing in partnership with the UK Home 
Office on the development of short-stay CTA visa arrangements to allow tourists and business 
visitors to travel to the CTA, with first arrival in either jurisdiction, and thereafter to travel 
freely throughout the CTA. It is planned for the roll out of such visa arrangements to commence 
in 2014.  These initiatives have been universally welcomed by tourism bodies and tour opera-
tors particularly those operating in emerging markets. Prior to its introduction, the necessary 
technical and operational arrangements, including the capture of biometric data (fingerprints) 
in electronic format for visa applicants, need to be put in place between the two jurisdictions.

As Ireland does not participate in the border control aspects of Schengen it will not be pos-
sible to enter into similar visa arrangements with other EU Member States at this time.  I have 
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set out in response to previous Parliamentary Questions why it is not possible for Ireland to join 
Schengen while the UK does not.  In effect, it would involve dismantling the Common Travel 
arrangements that currently allow free movement between ourselves and the UK. It would also 
mean that Northern Ireland would become the external border of the Schengen area.  The reality 
is that we cannot operate a common travel area with the UK with all the benefits that brings and 
unilaterally be part of the Schengen zone at the same time.

EU Issues

05/11/2013WRJJ02000747. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress he 
has made in advancing the Irish role in EU judicial and home affairs co-operation as set out 
in the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41213/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Advancing the Irish role in EU 
Judicial and Home Affairs cooperation has been one of my uppermost priorities since my ap-
pointment as Minister for Justice and Equality.  To this end, I have strived to attend and actively 
participate in as many meetings of the Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Council as possible.  I 
have partaken in 13 of the 14 formal meetings and all five informal meetings of the Council 
held in the period since my appointment.  These include the two formal meetings and one infor-
mal meeting held during Ireland’s recent EU Presidency, each of which I chaired.  To date, the 
only JHA Council meeting which I have not been able to attend was an extraordinary one-day 
meeting convened at short notice in May 2011 to discuss immigration and asylum issues aris-
ing from political developments in North Africa.  On that occasion, Ireland was represented by 
Minister of State Kathleen Lynch, T.D.

As well as active participation in the Council, I have also taken the opportunity to engage as 
much as possible with the European Commission and the European Parliament.  These engage-
ments were through bilateral meetings with the relevant EU Commissioners and addressing the 
relevant Parliamentary Committees.

Of course, enhancing Ireland’s role in JHA co-operation means much more than simply par-
ticipating in Council meetings; it also entails participating in relevant EU policy and legislative 
measures to the greatest extent consistent with other legal and policy imperatives at home.  The 
Deputy will be aware that most of the proposed measures in the JHA area are subject to the 21st 
Protocol annexed to the Lisbon Treaty.  This Protocol provides Ireland and the UK with discre-
tion as to whether or not to participate in such measures on a case-by-case basis.  My policy 
as Minister has consistently been that Ireland should opt into as many of these measures as is 
practicable while having regard to the necessities of preserving the fundamental character of 
our criminal justice system and of protecting our Common Travel Area with the UK.

The following are some of the key measures or proposed measures which Ireland has opted 
into since this Government took office:

- A Directive establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of vic-
tims of crime;

- A Regulation on mutual recognition of protection measures in civil matters (which ensures 
that, for example, a civil barring order obtained by a domestic violence victim is valid through-
out the EU);

- A Directive on the use of Passenger Name Record data within the EU for tackling terrorism 
and other serious crime;

- A Regulation creating a European Account Preservation Order to facilitate cross-border 
debt recovery in civil and commercial matters;
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- A Directive on the freezing and confiscation of proceeds of crime in the EU;

- A Regulation to reform the Union’s existing legal framework on insolvency proceedings;

- A Directive to combat fraud against the Union’s financial interests;

- A Directive on the protection of the euro and other currencies against counterfeiting;

- A Regulation establishing an Asylum and Migration Fund for the period 2014 to 2020;

- A Regulation establishing a funding instrument for police co-operation in the fight against 
serious crime as part of the Internal Security Fund for the period 2014 to 2020.

Ireland’s recent Presidency of the Council of the European Union provided a valuable op-
portunity to take centre stage in advancing the JHA agenda and in enhancing Ireland’s reputa-
tion as an enthusiastic and committed player in this field.  My officials and I were determined 
to make the most of this opportunity and with this in mind we set ambitious targets, which I am 
happy to report were achieved and in some cases exceeded.  Ireland’s EU Presidency priorities 
in the JHA area, and the progress made on each, are set out below.  An updated draft of Chapters 
1 to 4 of the General Data Protection Regulation was produced and general support secured for 
certain fundamental concepts and key aspects which will be an excellent basis for future work.  
This proposed Regulation provides for the protection of individuals with regard to the process-
ing of personal data and on the free movement of such data.

Political guidelines were agreed on the draft Regulation on Insolvency Proceedings.  These 
guidelines will inform the continuing negotiations on the Regulation, which seeks to reform the 
existing EU insolvency laws to reflect the fact that businesses increasingly have operations in 
more than one Member State.  Work was also advanced on the European Account Preservation 
Order, which is a cross-border debt recovery measure in civil and commercial matters.  The 
Regulation providing for mutual recognition of protection measures in civil matters was ad-
opted, which means that civil protection measures (such as barring orders) can still be enforced 
if a victim moves from one Member State to another.

Turning to the criminal justice sphere, the Irish Presidency secured agreement with the 
European Parliament on the Directive on Access to a Lawyer in Criminal Proceedings, which 
forms part of the wider criminal justice procedural rights package.  The Presidency also secured 
Council agreement on a general approach to a draft Directive to strengthen the existing arrange-
ments to protect the Union’s financial interests against fraud, corruption and money laundering.

The internal security of the Union will always be a priority for each Presidency, and in this 
regard the Irish Presidency kept the fight against organised crime and terrorism firmly on the 
agenda.  During the March JHA Council I chaired an extensive debate on the threat to internal 
security from the Sahel and Maghreb regions of Africa, with a particular focus on terrorism 
originating in Mali.  As part of the June Council, I chaired a discussion on the issue of EU citi-
zens travelling to third countries as foreign fighters and the associated radicalisation risk posed 
by these persons on returning home.  The Presidency also secured the agreement of Council to 
revise the Union’s Strategy on combating radicalisation and recruitment to terrorism.

In the area of organised crime and drugs, the Irish Presidency obtained Council agreement 
on the next four-year EU Action Plan on Drugs and on the Europol priorities for the next four-
year policy cycle on organised crime.

In the field of asylum and migration, the Irish Presidency secured agreement on the two re-
maining elements of the Common European Asylum System, viz. the Asylum Procedures Direc-
tive (which provides minimum standards on procedures for granting and withdrawing refugee 
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status) and the Eurodac Regulation, which concerns the system for comparing the fingerprints 
of asylum seekers.  We also reached a provisional agreement with the European Parliament on 
the Regulation establishing a European Border Surveillance System, known as Eurosur.  New 
visa facilitation agreements with Moldova, the Ukraine, Armenia and Cape Verde were secured, 
as were readmission agreements with the latter two countries.  Substantial progress was also 
made on an EU-Russia visa facilitation agreement.

The ongoing Syrian crisis and its wider impacts loomed large throughout Ireland’s Presi-
dency.  At the informal JHA meeting which I chaired in Dublin in January, I invited the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees to participate in an important debate on the escalating refugee 
crisis arising from the Syrian conflict and the actions that the EU could take to assist in its alle-
viation.  As mentioned above, the proceedings of the June Council included a timely discussion 
on the phenomenon of EU citizens fighting in Syria and in other conflicts.

Finally, the Irish Presidency secured a major agreement with the European Parliament on 
the Schengen Governance Package, which will enhance the security and stability of the border-
free arrangements for participating States.  Agreement on this package also enabled progress 
to resume on five separate files in the Home Affairs area upon which the European Parliament 
had suspended negotiations since June 2012.  The Irish Presidency also oversaw the successful 
migration to the second generation Schengen Information System, better known as SIS II.

Road Traffic Offences

05/11/2013WRJJ02200748. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he is taking 
to crack down on the road based offences which most contribute to accidents involving cyclists. 
[40903/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Policing Priorities I have 
set for 2013 include an emphasis on continuing to reduce the number of deaths and serious 
injuries on our roads and An Garda Síochána has my full support in this regard.  Insofar as col-
lisions involving cyclists are concerned, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Roads 
Policing Operations Plan 2013 includes targeted national and regional high visibility enforce-
ment measures such as Operation Pedal Cycle, and the Dublin Metropolitan Region Casualty 
Reduction Campaign, as well as a continued focus on road user behaviour which presents sig-
nificant risks to vulnerable road users such as cyclists and pedestrians.

I am further informed that members of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on pedal cycling 
as part of their normal duties on an ongoing basis.  In addition to the day to day enforcement of 
the relevant provisions of the Road Traffic Acts, breaches of the legislation in respect of pedal 
cycle behaviour are regularly targeted by way of specific Garda operations throughout the coun-
try.  Where breaches of legislation are detected, members of An Garda Síochána, depending 
on the circumstances, may deal with the incident by way of advice or caution or by initiating 
criminal proceedings.

I can also assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána is committed to working closely with 
all road safety agencies to maintain a roads policing focus and conducts specific awareness rais-
ing initiatives targeting vulnerable road users such as cyclists.  The Garda authorities regularly 
give educational talks, including through the Garda Schools Programme, on road safety and 
road traffic legislation, including on pedal cycling, to young people and other identified high-
risk road users to encourage increased compliance.
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Cross-Border Co-operation

05/11/2013WRJJ02400749. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update on his engagement with his Northern counterpart Minister Ford.  [46011/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am happy to inform the 
House that I have developed and maintain a close and positive working relationship with the 
Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford.  We meet very regularly and maintain contact 
by telephone to address matters of mutual concern with regard to policing and criminal justice 
on this island.  Under the Intergovernmental Agreement on Co-operation on Criminal Justice 
Matters we operate a structured framework of co-operation between my Department and the 
Northern Ireland Department of Justice, and the related police services and criminal justice 
agencies North and South.  Personnel from the police and criminal justice agencies work to-
gether in bringing forward an annual work programme of co-operation which is established by 
Minister Ford and me.  The work is brought forward by a number of project groups covering 
such areas as probation, youth justice, victims’ issues, forensic science, social diversity and reg-
istered offenders.  The officials from our Departments also meet regularly to assess and report 
to us on developments.  I will be meeting with Minister Ford in the framework of the Agree-
ment in the very near future.

I also maintain close co-operation with Minister Ford on matters of common interest relat-
ing to policing and criminal justice outside of the formal framework of the Agreement.  For ex-
ample, Minister Ford and I recently attended a joint North-South forum on Human Trafficking 
with representatives from State bodies, law enforcement, NGOs and international organisations 
representing the island of Ireland, along with delegates from other jurisdictions.  The event was 
organised to mark EU Anti-Trafficking Day on 18 October.  Combating the scourge of human 
trafficking is one of the important areas in which there is close and productive co-operation 
between the two jurisdictions on this island.

Of course, there is ongoing close co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the Po-
lice Service of Northern Ireland on all aspects of policing.  The two police services operate a 
joint Cross Border Policing Strategy which has as its aims to improve public safety throughout 
Ireland, to disrupt criminal activity and to enhance the policing capability of both police ser-
vices on the island.  The joint Cross Border Policing Strategy includes sections dealing with 
Operations; Cross Border Investigations; Intelligence-sharing and Security; Information and 
Communications Technology; Training; Human Resources, and Emergency Planning.  The two 
police services are jointly engaged in implementing a number of initiatives in all these areas.  
North-South co-operation in combating crime is both positive and dynamic.  The challenges 
that crime presents are shared ones and joint working will continue to support and enhance our 
efforts to improve community safety for all communities on this island.

Insolvency Service of Ireland Issues

05/11/2013WRJJ02600750. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current position 
regarding the personal insolvency service.  [46012/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As of 1 November 2013, there 
are a total of 72 Personal Insolvency Practitioners (PIPs) currently authorised by the Insolvency 
Service of Ireland (ISI). In addition, on the same date there are 18 MABS companies represent-
ing 47 individuals authorised to act as Approved Intermediaries (AIs). The location and contact 
details of AIs and PIPs are publicly available on the relevant Registers on the ISI’s website, 
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www.isi.gov.ie. It is expected that the number of authorised AIs and PIPs will increase over the 
coming months.

The ISI is currently processing a number of debt relief applications.  However, as I have 
previously advised, the ISI has stated that in the interest of confidentiality, it will not be provid-
ing breakdowns of the numbers of applications for the various debt relief solutions received or 
being processed at this time.  The ISI fully intends to provide quarterly statistics once a statisti-
cally meaningful number of applications have been processed.

It is a welcome development that the Circuit Court recently issued the first Protective Cer-
tificate for a Debt Settlement Arrangement. Debt Settlement Arrangements and Personal Insol-
vency Arrangements are conducted in a two stage process.  The Protective Certificate at stage 
one offers a 70 day window for Practitioners to develop a proposal to the satisfaction of the 
debtor and creditors.  This means that the first Debt Settlement Arrangements and Personal 
Insolvency Arrangements will issue in the near future - approximately 70 days after a Protec-
tive Certificate has issued.  It might be noted that as soon as the Protective Certificate issues, 
debtors are protected from any action that creditors, subject to the Protective Certificate, may 
be inclined to take.

The ISI continues to engage with key stakeholders on a number of issues and is working on 
the following:

- standardising a Personal Insolvency Arrangement template;

- establishing a Complaints Panel for complaints of improper conduct by PIPs;

- establishing a PIP education oversight committee;

- PIP forum facilitation;

- Integration of the Office of the Official Assignee and preparation for the anticipated in-
crease in bankruptcy cases.

Proposed Legislation

05/11/2013WRJJ02800751. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the inclusion of 
automatic guardianship rights for both parents is being considered as part of the Family Rela-
tionships and Children’s Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46031/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ02900783. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made 
to regulate and overhaul surrogacy law here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46266/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 751 and 783 together.

As I have previously indicated, I am engaged in the preparation of the General Scheme of 
a Family Relationships and Children Bill and work on the General Scheme is at an advanced 
stage in my Department.  In this context, I am considering the issue of extending guardianship 
rights to more fathers as well as seeking to ensure that children’s welfare and best interests are 
fully safeguarded.  I also intend, subject to the necessary consultations, to clarify the law on par-
entage in cases of surrogacy.  These are very complex areas of law in which the constitutional 
rights of all of the parties must be carefully balanced.  I expect to bring my detailed proposals 
for the General Scheme to Government in the near future.
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Garda Civilian Staff Numbers

05/11/2013WRJJ03100752. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way civiliani-
sation rates in An Garda Síochána stand up to international comparison; the targets he has set in 
respect of this initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46055/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the number of full-time equivalent civilian staff employed in An 
Garda Síochána has increased from 1,166 at 31 December 2005 to 2,037 on 25 October 2013.  
This represents an increase of 871 staff (or just over 74%) in this period.  The current ratio of 
civilians to members of An Garda Síochána stands at approximately 1:6. Given the different 
legal systems and different policing structures in different countries, eg common law or civil 
law jurisdictions, multiple police forces with different roles etc., and the fact that An Garda 
Síochána is a single national police force which is also responsible for security and intelligence 
services, comparisons with other countries are not always viable.  Notwithstanding this, the ra-
tio of 1:6 would appear to be lower than in some other comparable jurisdictions where it could 
be as high as 1:3 or 2:5.

The Haddington Road Agreement provides for a “review and make recommendations on the 
use by An Garda Síochána of the resources available to it, with the objective of achieving and 
maintaining the highest levels of efficiency and effectiveness in its operation and administra-
tion”.  The review will provide an opportunity to consider the scope for further civilianisation 
in An Garda Síochána.

Human Trafficking

05/11/2013WRJJ03300753. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form, the number of investigations into suspected trafficking crimes for 2010, 2011, 
2012 and to date in 2013; if he will also publish in tabular form the number of convictions in 
relation to trafficking offences; if he will provide details of the countries where persons being 
trafficked here originated from via percentage breakdown; his views on the main trafficking 
routes and means of travel to Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46062/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Unit of my Department publishes annual reports setting out in detail the nature and extent 
of human trafficking in Ireland.  To date, annual reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011 have been 
published and are available from Ireland’s dedicated anti-human trafficking website www.blue-
blindfold.gov.ie and on my Department’s website.  As the report for 2012 is to be published 
soon the figures for 2012 are preliminary as are the figures for 2013.  The information you are 
seeking is as follows:

YEAR Number of Investigations Number of Convictions
2010 69 3
2011 53 4
2012 37 6
2013 31 3
NOTE:  

1.  The figures for 2013 relate to the period from 1 January to 30 September 2013.

2.  Convictions are in respect of offences under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 
2008 and in respect of other offences related to human trafficking under other Acts e.g. Child 
Trafficking and Pornography Act, 1998.
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3.  Convictions occurring in any calendar year may be the result of prosecutions initiated in 
previous calendar years.

To protect the identity of victims I have set out below the region of origin (as opposed to 
country of origin) given the very small numbers from some countries.

- 2010 2011 2012 2013
- % % % %
Africa - - - -
Western Africa 39 40 17 32
Southern Africa 6 5 4 10
South East 
Africa

4 - - -

Eastern Africa 3 2 - -
Northern Africa 3 4 - -
Central Africa - - - 3
Europe - - - -
EU (except 
Ireland)

22 16 21 19

Ireland 8 11 40 3
Europe (Non-
EU)

4 4 6 3

Asia - - - -
Southern Asia 6 7 2 -
Eastern Asia 4 2 - 16
South East Asia 3 5 6 3
America - - - -
Latin America - - 4 3
Unknown - - - 7

I have been informed by An Garda Síochána that persons, mostly from Africa, travelled to 
Ireland either via hub European airports or alternatively, in a small number of cases, via the UK 
entering Ireland from Northern Ireland.  There are no direct flights from Africa to Ireland.

An Garda Síochána, in its Policing Plan for 2013, has highlighted the prevention and detec-
tion of Human Trafficking as one of eight stated priorities.  The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit in 
my Department and An Garda Síochána are continually vigilant for any emerging trends relat-
ing to human trafficking and they maintain regular dialogue on this matter with relevant State 
agencies, NGOs and International organisations working in this area.

05/11/2013WRJJ03450Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRJJ03500754. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the name, qualifi-
cations and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46091/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my capacity as Minister for 
Justice and Equality I have made the following appointments:

My original appointments as Special Advisers were Ms. Jane Lehane and Mr. Thomas 
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Cooney.  I recently appointed Ms. Jennifer Carroll MacNeill as my Special Adviser following 
the retirement of Mr Cooney.  The salary in all cases was the Principal Officer standard scale 
(€75,647 - €92,550 with effect from 1 July, 2013).  Ms. Lorraine Hall was appointed as my 
Personal Assistant (salary scale €43,715 - €56,060) and Ms. Cleo Lambert was appointed as my 
Personal Secretary (salary scale €23,820 - €47,755).

I am satisfied that all those that I have appointed are ably qualified to discharge their respon-
sibilities.  In compliance with the Ethics in Public Office Act, Statements of Qualification are 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas, and would be available for the Deputy’s inspection.

Control of Fireworks

05/11/2013WRJJ03700755. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in view of serious 
hazards being encountered in communities, especially in Border counties like County Louth, 
he will consider strengthening the control of fireworks; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46143/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would like to assure the Dep-
uty that Ireland’s laws governing fireworks are already particularly robust.  My Department has 
always been conscious of the dangers which fireworks can present, and following full consulta-
tion with various interested parties, a number of amendments to the legislation were included 
in the Criminal Justice Act 2006.  These amendments provided for new offences governing the 
misuse of fireworks and created an offence for the possession of illegally imported fireworks 
with intent to sell or supply.  The amendments also provided for significantly increased penal-
ties governing the illegal possession and use of fireworks including making it an offence to 
throw an ignited firework at any person or property or to light unlicensed fireworks in a public 
place.

Unfortunately there will always be some unscrupulous trader who will source such fire-
works from outside the State and attempt to sell them on.  I can however assure the Deputy 
that the Garda authorities take many pro-active steps each year in the area of prevention and 
enforcement by putting specific provisions in place in the lead up to Halloween.  Attention is 
paid, in particular, in the border Divisions and in the Dublin Metropolitan Region to prevent and 
detect the organised importation for sale of illegal fireworks.  Since 2006, An Garda Síochána 
have additional powers to conduct searches of people and vehicles suspected of carrying illegal 
fireworks with intent to sell or supply.  If the Gardaí suspect that an offence of sale or supply of 
illegal fireworks has been committed by a person, they may arrest that person without a warrant.  
As I have already mentioned, the penalties for such offences have been significantly increased 
and fines of up to €10,000 or five years imprisonment or both may be imposed.

The Deputy may be interested to note that on Friday 25 October 2013, I issued a press re-
lease about the dangers of illegal fireworks and the penalties associated with their misuse.  I also 
drew the public’s attention to the fact that each year, as Halloween approaches, my Department 
runs a public information campaign in the print media highlighting both the public safety aspect 
as well as the illegality of using fireworks.  Whereas my Department and the Garda Authorities 
will continue to do everything possible to prevent the misuse of fireworks, it is incumbent on 
all of us to play our part in ensuring that we can all enjoy the festivities of Halloween in a safe 
environment.

Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRJJ03900756. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
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be nominating a new Irish member to the Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; when he will have a replacement 
installed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46159/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Consideration is currently 
being given to the nomination of a new Irish Member to the Council of Europe Committee for 
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT).  I do not 
have a date as yet but three individuals will be selected as the Irish nominees in line with the 
procedures for nomination to the CPT.  It will then be a matter for the Council of Europe to 
decide which nominee should be appointed.

Closed Circuit Television Systems

05/11/2013WRJJ04100757. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
funding available to fund or co-fund the installation of a CCTV system in a town (details sup-
plied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46172/13]

05/11/2013WRJJ04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Community-based CCTV 
Scheme was launched in 2005 to provide financial assistance towards the capital costs of es-
tablishing a Community CCTV system.  To date, two major rounds of the Scheme have been 
advertised, in 2005/2006 and 2007, seeking applications from interested community groups.  
Funding provided under the previous rounds of the Community CCTV Scheme has been fully 
allocated and at present there are no proposals to further extend the Scheme.  However, the mat-
ter will continue to be kept under ongoing review in the context of overall policy considerations 
and the availability of resources.

05/11/2013WRKK00150Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRKK00200758. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of extra staff that will be recruited to the Garda Vetting Unit arising from the announcement 
made in Budget 2014; when he expects the full staff compliment to be in place; how quickly 
applications will be processed; the date on which the National Vetting Bureau Act will be fully 
commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46184/13]

05/11/2013WRKK00300800. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of staff working in the National Vetting Bureau at present; the overall number employed by the 
Bureau last year; when additional staff announced as part of the measures in Budget 2014 will 
be allocated to the unit.  [46585/13]

05/11/2013WRKK00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 758 and 800 together.  

The Commissioner has informed me that there are now 136 whole-time equivalent staff 
(132 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) assigned to the Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU).  This is a 46% increase on the staffing level at the end of December last year 
when 93 staff were assigned to the GCVU.  Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction 
for the redeployment of approximately 40 additional staff to the GCVU.  These re-deployments 
are due to commence later this month.  This will bring the total number of staff in that service 
to over 170 which, when compared to December last year, will represent an increase of 83%

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for applica-
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tions is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt.  Seasonal fluctuations and the neces-
sity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this processing time 
being exceeded on occasion.  This is a significant improvement on the processing time of 14 
weeks which existed in July this year.  This improvement reflects the priority been given to en-
sure that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles effectively 
and efficiently.  The further increase in staffing this year, and the subsequent introduction of an 
e-vetting system, will work to further reduce processing times.

The Spent Convictions Bill is currently before the House and subject to the approval of the 
Government, I expect to be in a position to amend the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 through amendments to this Bill to deal with certain old minor 
convictions which will no longer be disclosed under the new provisions. I expect to be in a posi-
tion to commence the provisions of the 2012 Act in 2014.   

05/11/2013WRKK00450Court Accommodation Refurbishment

05/11/2013WRKK00500759. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the works that have 
been carried out to a building (details supplied) in each of the past ten years; if he will itemise 
the works in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46216/13]

05/11/2013WRKK00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management and the administration of the 
courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its func-
tions which include the provision of accommodation for court sittings.  However, in order to 
be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has provided 
details of works carried out since 2004 at Westport Courthouse as set out in the table.

Year Description
2004 Reconstructed the boundary wall
2005 Electrical repairs carried out
2007 Repaired lights
2008 Painting of windows and doors. Also two 

flag poles were erected
2010 Repaired an air conditioning unit 
2011 Repaired leaks in flat roof and toilet
2012 Repairs to chimney 

* no works were carried out in 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2013 to date.

05/11/2013WRKK00650Courts Service Issues

05/11/2013WRKK00700760. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which backlogs in the court system are likely to be overtaken in the short and medium term; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46235/13]

05/11/2013WRKK00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Courts Service is responsible for the management and administration of the Courts.  The 
scheduling of court cases and the allocation of court business is a matter for the Presidents of 
the courts and the presiding judge who are under the Constitution independent in the exercise 
of their judicial functions.  The Presidents monitor waiting times across all courts lists and seek 
to ensure the optimum use of court time.  However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, 
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I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that the primary objective 
for the Service is to maintain the delivery of front line court sittings and services.  The Courts 
Service continuously works to support the judiciary and assist in ensuring that cases are dealt 
with as effectively and as speedily as possible.  Available resources and operational and organi-
sational structures are under ongoing review to ensure that resources are targeted and focussed 
on keeping waiting times in the provision of services to a minimum. 

In relation to the Circuit Court, it should be noted, for example, that in 2011 there were 674 
weeks of sittings in venues outside Dublin.  This increased to 767 weeks in 2012 and the Presi-
dent of the Circuit Court plans to increase capacity to 888 weeks during 2013, a 30% increase 
over 2011.  The additional weeks will be provided across crime, family law and civil matters.  
In addition, six specialist judges of the Circuit Court were appointed in July to deal with the 
new work arising as a result of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.  Scheduled sittings of the 
District Court continued this year during the months of August and September and the President 
continues to target judicial resources at the areas experiencing longest waiting times. 

In relation to the High Court, the President of the High Court keeps waiting times under 
continuous review and has introduced a number of initiatives including the reorganisation of 
sittings of the High Court outside Dublin and arranging for additional court sittings during court 
recesses.  The delegation to court officials of administrative functions previously dealt with 
by High Court judges has also increased judicial availability for trial work.  These initiatives 
continue to be reviewed and expanded.  During September, the President of the High Court 
scheduled additional sittings with a view to maintaining and reducing waiting times or facilitat-
ing urgent hearings.  A total of 32 Judges sat for the additional sittings and 1016 orders were 
made.  The majority of High Court Lists, with the exception of the Asylum list, had prior to 
September relatively short waiting times and the September sittings have maintained or reduced 
those times.  Twenty cases from the Asylum list were fully disposed of during these additional 
sittings.  In respect of the Court of Criminal Appeal, I understand that the Chief Justice, in con-
sultation with the President of the High Court, convened 9 additional sittings during September 
and the first week of October to deal with sentence appeals/undue leniency applications.  A 
total of 55 such cases have been allocated hearing dates comprising 36 sentence appeals and 19 
undue leniency applications.

During the last three weeks of the Summer Recess the Supreme Court dealt with 10 appeals;  
judgment was reserved in five of those cases.  In addition, the Court dealt with 4 motions.  All 
judges sat in benches of three throughout the period. Although considerable efforts are being 
made to manage the waiting times, the issue of capacity in the Supreme Court can only be fully 
resolved through the introduction of the Court of Appeal, which will now be established fol-
lowing the successful outcome of the referendum on the proposed Thirty-third Amendment of 
the Constitution (Court of Appeal) Bill.  Following the appointment of two additional Supreme 
Court Judges on 17 October, the Supreme Court has begun to sit in two panels and the list for 
the remainder of the current term sittings has been fixed on that basis.  It is anticipated that the 
Supreme Court will continue to sit in two panels into 2014.  The backlog that has accumulated 
in the Supreme Court over the past number of years is such that, while there will be some im-
mediate improvement over the coming year, it will take a longer period to reduce the waiting 
time for the hearing of appeals to a more appropriate level.

05/11/2013WRKK00950Garda Operations

05/11/2013WRKK00900761. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which bail is restricted in situations where the applicant has a previous history of committing 
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crime while on bail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46236/13]

05/11/2013WRKK01000770. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
ber of accused deemed to have absconded while on bail in each of the past five years to date; 
the number recaptured; the number still at large; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46245/13]

05/11/2013WRKK01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 761 and 770 together.  

A decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its judicial functions.  There is a 
constitutional presumption in favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent 
until proven guilty.  The provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict 
the extent to which the right to bail can be limited. 

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses.  Sec-
tion 2 of the Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution, provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where 
it is reasonably considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that 
person.  Section 2(2)(d) provides that in exercising its jurisdiction under that section, a court 
shall take into account and may receive evidence or submissions concerning any conviction of 
the accused person for an offence committed while he or she was on bail.  In addition, section 6 
of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, provides that every bail 
recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall not commit an offence 
while on bail.  

I am conscious of public concern about the extent to which offences continue to be com-
mitted by persons on bail.  I share that concern and believe that bail law must be continually 
reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the com-
mission of crime, particularly serious crime, by persons on bail.  Accordingly, my Department 
has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view to presenting a clear, 
accessible and modern statement of the law.  In the context of that modernisation of the law, I 
will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on the protection of the individual and 
of the public.  The intention is that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts 
on how such protection might be provided.  I intend to bring proposals to Government on the 
matter as soon as possible, having regard to other legislative priorities. 

  Insofar as the enforcement of bench warrants is concerned, including those which issue 
where a person on bail fails to attend in court, An Garda Síochána take all possible action to 
ensure that such persons are located as quickly as possible, having regard to all of the relevant 
circumstances.   In relation to the statistical information sought by the Deputy, the Garda Sío-
chána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the 
Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established 
a dedicated unit for this purpose. I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics in rela-
tion to breaches of bail directly to the Deputy.    I am advised by the Garda authorities that the 
compilation of the other information sought by the Deputy would require a disproportionate 
amount of Garda time and resources.

05/11/2013WRKK01150Garda Strength

05/11/2013WRKK01200762. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
strength of An Garda Síochána, permanent and reserve; when he expects to be in a position to 
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facilitate recruitment in order to alleviate pressure points on various locations throughout the 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46237/13]

05/11/2013WRKK01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána as of 30 September 
2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 13,159 Gardaí, with an addi-
tional 1,129 Garda Reserves and just over 2,000 civilians.  As has already been announced, a 
recruitment competition for An Garda Síochána is to commence shortly and it is expected that 
the first batch of new recruits will enter the Garda college in mid-2014.  There are a number of 
procedural issues that need to be finalised prior to the formal commencement of that competi-
tion and these are expected to conclude in the coming weeks.  A further announcement will 
be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on the Public Appointments Service website and 
directly to those who have registered an expression of interest in joining the Garda Síochána.

05/11/2013WRKK01350Garda Strength

05/11/2013WRKK01400763. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his preferred 
options in respect of the strength of An Garda Síochána over the next four years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46238/13]

05/11/2013WRKK01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My objective is to maintain 
Garda strength at the level of 13,000 members, and in that context I have secured the approval 
of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, for a recruitment competi-
tion for the Garda Síochána.  There are a number of procedural issues that need to be finalised 
prior to the formal commencement of that competition and these are expected to conclude in the 
coming weeks, with the first students entering the Garda College in Templemore, Co Tipperary, 
in mid-2014.

05/11/2013WRKK01550Electronic Tagging

05/11/2013WRKK01600764. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which tagging of prisoners has been examined as a means of monitoring activity of those on 
early release or parole; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46239/13]

05/11/2013WRKK01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Part 10 of the Criminal Justice 
Act, 2006 provides for the introduction of electronic monitoring and the relevant order com-
mencing the provisions in the context of a restriction of movement condition applying to the 
granting of temporary release was made in 2010.  The Irish Prison Service currently has a con-
tract with a service provider for the provision of electronic monitoring.  This is used mainly for 
the monitoring of hospital in-patients who have been granted temporary release from prison and 
allows for a significant reduction in staffing costs for hospital escorts.  Arising from a recently 
conducted review of the Sex Offenders Act, 2001, I expect to seek Government approval for 
legislative proposals including a number of amendments to the 2001 Act shortly.  Legislative 
proposals being considered include measures for the electronic monitoring of sex offenders in 
specific circumstances.  It is also the case that  electronic monitoring is being examined by the 
working group conducting an all encompassing strategic review of penal policy.  I expect the 
group to report early in the new year.

05/11/2013WRKK01750Garda Strength

05/11/2013WRKK01800765. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
ber of Gardaí, by gender and all ranks, at present; the extent to which the number is sufficient to 
meet requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46240/13]



Questions - Written Answers

502

05/11/2013WRKK01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the total number of Gardai by gender and all ranks on 30 September 
2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as set out in table.

Rank Male Female Total
Commissioner 1 0 1
D/Commissioner 0 1 1
A/Commissioner 8 0 8
C/Superintendent 40 4 44
Superintendent 135 16 151
Inspector 247 26 273
Sergeant 1,584 290 1,874
Garda 7,802 3,005 10,807
Total 9,817 3,342 13,159

The Deputy will be aware that I am committed to maintaining Garda strength at 13,000 and 
to that end a recruitment competition will be held in the very near future from which trainee 
Gardaí will be selected to enter the Garda College in Templemore.

05/11/2013WRKK01950Garda Resources

05/11/2013WRKK02000766. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which An Garda Síochána has sufficient resources to deal adequately with the challenges of 
organised criminal gang activity; if the need for any particular assistance has been identified in 
this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46241/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner, who is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation, that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána, as of 
the 30 September 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 13,159 Garda 
members, 1,129 Garda Reserves and just over 2,000 civilians.  The Garda Síochána is commit-
ted to vigorously tackling organised crime through the undertaking of a range of targeted activi-
ties designed to disrupt and dismantle the operations of criminal organisations.  The Policing 
Plan for 2013 reflects this priority, which involves targeting serious criminals and organised 
criminal groups on a number of fronts, including through the use of focused intelligence led 
operations by specialist units such as the Serious and Organised Crime Unit, the Garda Bureau 
of Fraud Investigation and the work of the Criminal Assets Bureau. These units are also sup-
ported, as required, by the Security and Intelligence Section which assists with the provision of 
intelligence briefings and timely information.   I can assure the House that I am committed to 
supporting the actions of the Garda Síochána in combating organised crime, including through 
keeping under review the legislative framework underpinning their capacity in this regard.

05/11/2013WRKK02150Criminal Prosecutions Data

05/11/2013WRKK02200767. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
criminal gang members that have been apprehended and convicted in each of the past five years 
to date; the number of any pending; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46242/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02300768. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
members of criminal gangs currently remanded on bail in respect of one or more offences; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [46243/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 767 and 768 together.  

 The Deputy will appreciate that membership of criminal gangs tends to be fluid and the 
nature of criminal activity is such that offences committed by members of gangs may or may 
not be connected with the individual’s membership of such gangs.  The existence of such gangs 
and their membership does not remain static.  It is therefore not possible to accurately attribute 
figures to convictions of gang members or to the number of gang members currently remanded 
on bail. 

Members of An Garda Síochána continue to utilise all available legislation, including the 
additional legislative provisions introduced by the Oireachtas in 2009 which amended the 
Criminal Justice Act, 2006 relating to organised crime.  In this regard, since the enactment 
of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009 on 23 July 2009 to 30 September, 2013, the 
legislation has been used on 212 occasions where arrests have been made relating to organised 
crime.  To date, eight individuals have been charged under the legislation, six under Section 72 
of the Criminal Justice  Act 2006 as inserted by section 6 of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) 
Act 2009, participating in organised crime and two under Section 71A of the Criminal Justice 
Act 2006 as inserted by section 5 of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, directing the 
activities of a criminal organisation. 

05/11/2013WRKK02450Crime Levels

05/11/2013WRKK02500769. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the statistics show fluctuation in the levels of various crimes reported in County Kildare 
in each of the past five years to date; if any particular action is planned to address any issues 
arising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46244/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02600772. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the level of violent crime has fluctuated in each of the past five years to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46247/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02700776. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which he and his Department have monitored the levels of break-ins to private households and 
or commercial premises in County Kildare; the degree to which the number of such crimes has 
fluctuated in each of the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46251/13]

05/11/2013WRKK02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 769, 772 and 776 together.

I am advised that all crime trends are monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda authori-
ties and relevant policing strategies are designed and implemented as required.  In this regard 
local Garda management in Kildare, as in all Garda Divisions, closely monitors the allocation 
of resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

Insofar as the level of burglary is concerned, the Deputy will be aware that Operation Fi-
acla was established by the Garda Commissioner to target burglary crime.  This is an intelli-
gence driven national operation and specific burglary initiatives have been implemented in each 
Garda Region to target suspected offenders.  Operation Fiacla has proved to be a robust and 
effective response to those who seek to prey on law abiding householders and this is borne out 
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by the latest Crime Statistics published by the Central Statistics Office covering the 12 month 
period up to the second quarter of 2013.  These show a welcome reduction of 8.9% in burglary 
and related offences over the previous 12 months, and continue a trend which has been evident 
since the introduction of Operation Fiacla. 

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide the spe-
cific relevant statistics sought directly to the Deputy.    

  Question No. 770 answered with Question No. 761.

05/11/2013WRKK02950Legal Aid Service Reform

05/11/2013WRKK03000771. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the propos-
als, if any, to update and streamline the administration of legal aid with particular reference to 
speeding up the process and greater accessibility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46246/13]

05/11/2013WRKK03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, criminal legal aid and civil legal 
aid.  Details in respect of each category are as follows: 

Criminal Legal Aid

There is no waiting period associated with the granting of criminal legal aid as under the 
Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the 
granting of legal aid on the applicant’s appearance in Court.

Civil Legal Aid

Demand for legal services from the Legal Aid Board (“the Board”) has increased signifi-
cantly since the down-turn in the economy. While there was a 10% drop in demand at the gen-
eral law centres in 2012 compared to 2011, nevertheless the demand for general legal services 
(excluding asylum) in 2011 was 93% greater than it was in 2006. Demand in 2013 is running 
marginally ahead of what it was in 2012. The Board has not been subject to the sort of cuts to 
its grant-in-aid that other public service bodies have had to experience and I have been able to 
maintain the Board’s grant-in-aid at the same level for 2013 and for 2014 as it was in 2012 (and 
2011). 

Nevertheless it is a challenging environment that has resulted in lengthened waiting times 
for those seeking legal services for matters that are not prioritised.  Notwithstanding the pres-
sures on resources, the Government has further supported the Board by approving exemptions 
from the moratorium to enable the organisation to recruit front-line staff for direct service de-
livery.  The Public Appointments Service concluded a solicitor recruitment competition for the 
Board earlier this year from which a number of permanent appointments have been made and a 
number of temporary positions have also been filled.  

As the Deputy may be aware, on 12 September 2013, I signed into law a new statutory in-
strument in respect of civil legal aid provided by the Legal Aid Board which, inter alia, provides 
for an increased contribution from persons availing of the services offered by the Board.  

I intend for any funds raised by these measures to be retained by the Board to better fund 
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the provision of services to those in need of them and reduce waiting times for those services. 
At a time when the State is facing significant demands on its resources an increase in contribu-
tions allows the Board to achieve its objectives without money being diverted from other pro-
grammes.  The increased contributions should result in increased funding of up to €700,000 per 
annum being available to the Board once the increases have full impact.

I believe this additional resource for the Board will assist it in tackling those waiting times. 
I am conscious that the increase in the minimum contribution as a percentage is significant.  
However, I believe the contributions payable still compare favourably with other jurisdictions. 
Provisions remain in place to allow the contribution to be waived in hardship cases.

In response to the changed environment the Board has taken steps to try and improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the delivery of its legal services.  Those steps include the fol-
lowing:

 - The Board has been piloting a ‘triage’ approach to service delivery and this approach is 
operative in most of its centres at this stage.  The pilot is in response to lengthening waiting 
times.  The aim of the ‘triage’ approach is that every applicant gets to see a solicitor within a 
period of one month for the purpose of getting legal advice (consultations are broadly limited to 
45 minutes).  If the applicant requires further services they remain on the ‘waiting list’.  There is 
or has been a ‘backlog’ of applicants to be seen for triage purposes hence it is taking time to re-
duce the waiting time for such an appointment to one month.  A first review of the operation of 
the pilot indicated that clients were satisfied with this particular service initiative.  This was be-
cause they got early access to a solicitor for advice on their legal disputes that provided clarity 
about the options open to them and the process through which their disputes might be resolved. 

 - In August 2012 the Board introduced a new case management system in its law centres. 
This is a ‘start to end’ system which will in the medium term deliver efficiencies in terms of the 
administration aspect as well as in relation to the delivery of the legal services.  It will take time 
for the full benefits of this system to materialise;

 - In November 2011 I transferred responsibility for the management and administration 
of the State funded family mediation service to the Board.  A key reason for this transferring 
was to improve the synergies between the State funded family mediation services and the State 
funded civil legal aid services (most of the demand for legal services is in the area of family 
law).  Improving these synergies will be for the benefit of the customer and will help move 
away from a ‘litigation first’ approach that may on occasion be too common.  Already there are 
very positive signs from a pilot initiative operating in Dolphin House (where the Dublin District 
Family Court sits) involving the co-location of the courts and a mediation service with a legal 
service located there also.  Similar initiatives have now been introduced in Cork and Naas and 
are being evaluated; 

 - While the Board’s asylum related legal services were previously funded from a separate 
grant, since 2012 I have funded the Board on the basis of a single ‘grant-in-aid’.  With the drop 
in demand for asylum, the Board has taken steps to integrate the delivery of its asylum related 
services into the general law centre service delivery model thus effectively transferring resourc-
es from the asylum area to the general legal service area where the demands have increased; 

 - I am aware that the Board has maintained a high level of usage of private solicitors for 
family law cases in the District Court.  Cases in the District Court are often those that need the 
most immediate remedy;

 - I am also aware that the Board continues to engage with other key players in the justice/
legal area such as the Courts Service and the Health Service Executive, with a view to trying 
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to ensure that State funded resources that impact on its area of business are used to best effect.

In terms of administrative efficiencies I am aware that the Board has streamlined its finan-
cial eligibility process, that it has a Handbook of administrative procedures and that the afore-
mentioned case management system is build around those procedures.  All of these steps were 
taken to minimise the administrative aspect.  I am also aware that the Board constantly keeps its 
procedures under review in order to ensure that they are efficient and efffective. 

I am very conscious of the difficulties that delays in accessing legal aid can give rise to and 
I am aware that the Board is also keenly aware of those difficulties and is working to ensure the 
delays are minimised to the greatest extent possible. 

Question No. 772 answered with Question No. 769.

05/11/2013WRKK03250Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

05/11/2013WRKK03300773. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of prisoners and first time offenders known to have applied for rehabilitative training 
or education in each of the past four years to date; the number of such applicants who were 
successful; the number if any refused in the same period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46248/13]

05/11/2013WRKK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Director 
General of the Irish Prison Service that records of prisoner participation in vocational train-
ing and education programmes are not maintained in such a way as to provide the informa-
tion sought by the Deputy.  The Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative 
programmes that include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, 
counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These programmes are available in all prisons and 
all prisoners are eligible to use the services.  On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the 
Governor and are informed of the services available in the prison.  At this point prisoners may 
be referred to services or they can self refer at a later date.  Where Governors consider, on the 
information available, that a prisoner needs a particular intervention they will initiate a referral. 

The Irish Prison Service has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and 
opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years. Enhanced partnership 
arrangements with accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Scottish Qualifications Au-
thority (SQA), and the Guild of Launders and Cleaners and the centralising of coordination and 
quality assurance arrangements have enabled us to extend the number of available courses and 
activities with certification.  The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of 
the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2012 - 2015. There is a clear commitment 
in the Strategy to enhance sentence planning including Integrated Sentence Management and 
the delivery of prison based rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and 
resettlement programmes.

05/11/2013WRKK03450Legal Services Regulation

05/11/2013WRKK03500774. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding reform of the legal profession; the extent to which negotiations continue with respec-
tive interest groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46249/13]

05/11/2013WRKK03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As stated in answer to the PQ 
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No. 96 (45970/13) consultations in relation to the Legal Services Regulation Bill have been 
ongoing since its publication both directly and by submission.  The Bill and key responses to 
it have also been considered in detail at Second Stage and by the Joint Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality prior to the Bill’s Committee Stage which commenced on 17 July.   

Alongside those groups representing the legal professions with whom I have had both for-
mal and informal direct meetings and from whom I have received a series of substantial submis-
sions, I have had direct meetings with the Competition Authority, the Consumers’ Association, 
the Honorable Society of King’s Inns and the Committee of Heads of Irish University Law 
Schools and with the legal service regulators of other jurisdictions such as Australia and Eng-
land and Wales.  In terms of written submissions, I have, as previously disclosed to the House, 
received just under 50 since publication of the Bill representing nearly 30 interested parties, 
along with dozens of individual letters from concerned members of the public and practitioners 
and the formal observations of other Government Departments.  For their part, the Law Society, 
the Bar Council and the King’s Inns have provided substantive views on a number of occasions 
and on key issues which are among those to which consideration continues to be given.  Sub-
missions have come from a wide range of bodies in addition to the legal professional bodies 
including from associations, academics, civil liberties and human rights organisations, private 
businesses and government agencies or Departments.  They range in their scope from that of the 
entire Bill to that of particular provisions or issues arising within it. 

A wide range of stake-holders have therefore provided, and continue to submit, views on 
the Bill which I am more than happy to consider.  These views continue to inform the devel-
opment of the Bill and have to be considered against the Bill’s modern balance of interests 
between those of the legal professions and those of business or private citizens who avail of 
legal services.  The Deputy will appreciate the importance of the Government, in exercising its 
policy prerogative, maintaining this balance and conducting its consultations, direct or indirect, 
so as as to avoid any actual or perceived regulatory capture by any particular lobby or interest 
group.  At this point in time, there are a large number of issues upon which the respective views 
of stake-holders have been clearly expressed or continue to be aired including in the public do-
main and in readily accessible formats on the internet.  Direct and indirect contacts with stake-
holders continue to take place at official level.  Finally, as I have previously stated, amendments 
to the Bill and a Regulatory Impact Analysis will be made available for consideration prior to 
its forthcoming resumption of Committee Stage which is to take place as soon as possible in 
the current session.    

05/11/2013WRKK03650Departmental Legal Cases

05/11/2013WRKK03700775. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent of 
costs incurred by his Department in each of the past five years to date in 2013 in respect of cases 
brought before the courts on constitutional grounds; the extent to which benefit in the common 
good was sustained; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46250/13]

05/11/2013WRKK03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It has not been possible to 
provide the information sought by the Deputy in the time available for reply.  I will write to the 
Deputy when that information has, to the extent possible, been compiled by my Department.  

Question No. 776 answered with Question No. 769.

05/11/2013WRKK03950Garda Strength

05/11/2013WRKK04000777. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
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ber of vacancies at all ranks in An Garda Síochána awaiting to be filled at the present time; the 
extent to which such posts have been filled in the current year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46252/13]

05/11/2013WRKK04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the Garda 
Regions, Divisions and Districts, the various Garda national units and of course Garda Head-
quarters.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these 
resources.  This necessary ongoing flexibility in the distribution of personnel means that it is not 
feasible to identify specific vacancies within specific areas of the Force.

At a national level, sanction has been given by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform for a maximum strength in each rank, based on the objective of a total strength of 
13,000, and these strengths for ranks above Garda rank are given in the table below, together 
with current actual strength (as of the end of September 2013).  Where current actual strength 
is below the approved maximum strength, the Garda Commissioner is making the necessary 
arrangements to have the balance of posts filled through promotion competitions. 

Rank Actual strength Approved max. strength
COMMISSIONER 1 1
D/COMMISSIONER 1 2
A/COMMISSIONER 8 9*
C/SUPERINTENDENT 44 45
SUPERINTENDENT 151 166
INSPECTOR 273 300
SERGEANT 1,874 2,000

  * to be reduced to 8 on the appointment in 2014 of an Executive Director of HRM

05/11/2013WRKK04150Legal Aid Provision

05/11/2013WRKK04200778. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if legal aid will be 
provided for persons seeking orders from the circuit court under the proposed new assisted 
decision making legislation.  [46259/13]

05/11/2013WRKK04300779. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the new office of 
the guardian, proposed under the assisted decision making bill will charge court fees for such 
services as the provision of affidavits.  [46260/13]

05/11/2013WRKK04400780. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consideration has 
been given to introducing new legislation governing power of attorney which would make the 
procedure less costly and more efficient, especially for families of those suffering from demen-
tia and other such illnesses. [46261/13]

05/11/2013WRKK04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 778, 779 and 780 together. 

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill 2013 sets out a new legal framework for 
facilitating and supporting decision-making by adults who have difficulty in making decisions 
unaided. 
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The Bill re-enacts the provisions of the Powers of Attorney Act 1996 to bring the law on 
enduring powers of attorney into line with the Bill’s guiding principles which seek to safeguard 
the person’s autonomy to the greatest extent possible.  My objective is to ensure that these pro-
visions will be as cost-effective and efficient as possible.

Where interventions under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill involve the courts, 
the usual court fees will apply.  The Bill makes provision for the limited extension of the civil 
legal aid scheme to capacity proceedings.  The Legal Aid Board will not apply a merits test 
when a party to the proceedings applies for legal aid. However, the general means test will still 
apply.

05/11/2013WRLL00150Intestate Estates Issues

05/11/2013WRLL00200781. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps being taken to 
encourage citizens to make a will and thus avoid the costly and complicated legal proceedings 
which occur when a person dies intestate. [46262/13]

05/11/2013WRLL00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Solicitors are normally in the 
best position to advise their clients on the merits of making a will and the need for due care 
when doing so.  The Law Society generally promotes the making of wills and useful informa-
tion on the subject of wills is also available from a number of public sources, including in par-
ticular the web site of the Citizens Information Board (www.citizensinformation.ie). 

05/11/2013WRLL00350Rights of People with Disabilities

05/11/2013WRLL00400782. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps taken since 
2011 to implement the Universal Declaration on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
[46265/13]

05/11/2013WRLL00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): This question has reference to 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which Ireland signed 
in 2007.  The Government intends to proceed to ratification of the Convention as quickly as 
possible, taking into account the need to ensure that all necessary legislative and administrative 
requirements under the Convention are being met.  As the Deputy may be aware, Ireland does 
not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply with the obligations imposed 
by the treaty in question, including by amending domestic law as necessary. 

An Inter-Departmental Committee on the Convention is monitoring the remaining legisla-
tive and administrative actions required to enable ratification.  The Committee has identified as 
part of its work programme, issues to be considered by various Government Departments.  It 
is a matter for those Departments to determine whether any actions are required in relation to 
these issues in advance of ratification and report back to the Committee.  This work is ongo-
ing in all Departments.  At the Committee’s request, the National Disability Authority, the lead 
statutory agency for the sector, is also assisting it to assess remaining requirements for ratifica-
tion so as to ensure that all outstanding issues will be comprehensively addressed.

As regards my own Department one of the key requirements is the enactment of capacity 
legislation.  The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a Bill that is 
in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The Assisted Deci-
sion - Making (Capacity) Bill, published on 17 July 2013, provides a series of options to sup-
port people with impaired capacity to make decisions and to exercise their basic rights, in line 
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with the principles of the UN Convention.  It undertakes a comprehensive reform of existing 
legislation governing capacity.  The Bill has been scheduled for second stage in the Dáil in early 
December.  The enactment of this legislation is just one of the core elements of the remaining 
work to be completed to enable ratification by the State of the Convention.

Question No. 783 answered with Question No. 751.

05/11/2013WRLL00675Immigration Policy

05/11/2013WRLL00800784. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the context of the 
positive result in the children’s rights referendum, there will be a change in immigration policy 
to reflect the Zambrano case where the EU court held that the parent of an EU citizen child who 
is dependent on the parent must be allowed to stay in the EU.  [46267/13]

05/11/2013WRLL00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can confirm that my Depart-
ment’s decision making respects the ruling of the Court of Justice of the European Union in 
the Ruiz Zambrano Case (C-34/09) and various refinements in subsequent judgements by the 
Court.  Adherence to the ruling was not dependant on the outcome of the referendum.  The legal 
position in respect of Ireland is essentially as the Deputy outlined it, namely that where an Irish 
citizen child would be deprived of the useful effect of its EU citizenship by having to leave the 
EU as a result of the removal/deportation of its parent(s) on whom that child is dependent, the 
parents should be permitted to remain.  They should also be permitted to work to provide for 
the citizen child’s needs.  Each case obviously has to be looked at on its merits to establish the 
relevant facts and relationships.  

05/11/2013WRLL00950Legal Matters

05/11/2013WRLL01000785. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to establish 
the Mediators Institute of Ireland as regulator of the sector; and if the MII would come under 
the remit of the Ombudsman. [46281/13]

05/11/2013WRLL01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that I intend 
to bring forward a Mediation Bill next year to promote mediation as a viable, effective and 
efficient alternative to court proceedings, thereby reducing legal costs and speeding up the 
resolution of disputes. The Bill, which is currently being drafted, will introduce an obligation 
on solicitors and barristers to advise any person wishing to commence court proceedings to 
consider mediation as a means of resolving a dispute before embarking on such proceedings. It 
will also provide that a court may, following the commencement of any such proceedings, on 
its own initiative invite parties to consider the mediation option and suspend the proceedings to 
facilitate such a process. 

I am at present giving consideration to the possible inclusion of an over-arching governance 
structure for the mediation sector in the future legislation. The matter was raised by the Joint 
Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence in its helpful report on the General Scheme of the 
Mediation Bill.  Such a representative structure could, for example, play an important role in the 
promotion of mediation as an alternative to court proceedings and in the development of codes 
of practice for the sector.  The Mediators’ Institute has recently made a submission on mediation 
regulation and standards in the context of the future legislation and I shall have regard to the 
Institute’s views when finalising the Bill for publication.
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05/11/2013WRLL01150Community Policing

05/11/2013WRLL01200786. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will make the 
necessary resources available to provide a dedicated phone line in both the Tullow and Carlow 
24 hour Garda Stations for use by the pinpoint text alert system set up by many concerned com-
munities.  [46293/13]

05/11/2013WRLL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána work 
closely with local communities to enhance community safety through a wide range of mea-
sures, including the Neighbourhood Watch and Community Alert Schemes, and the new Garda 
Text Alert Scheme.  The Community Text Alert Service is a communication process from An 
Garda Síochána to the public and it is an enhancement to the existing Garda Community Crime 
Prevention Programme.  This service, which has been designed in consultation with Communi-
ty Alert (Muintir na Tíre), Neighbourhood Watch and the Irish Farmers Association, is commu-
nity driven and provides a mechanism for a community to register a Community Contact with 
their local District Headquarters Garda Station.  The guidelines for establishing and operating a 
Community Text Alert Service are on the Garda Website www.garda.ie. 

Following the registration of a Community Text Alert area, An Garda Síochána will provide 
information by text or e-mail to a registered Community Contact who, in turn, will forward the 
information by text or e-mail to the members of their Community Group.  I have been advised 
by the Garda authorities that Pinpoint Text Alert refers to a private company which has engaged 
with Muintir na Tire to act on their behalf as a Community Contact for the purpose of establish-
ing an automatic message forwarding service.  In particular, An Garda Síochána is not affiliated 
with Pinpoint Text Alert and it is not involved in the distribution of information by or on behalf 
of the company.

05/11/2013WRLL01350Cash for Gold Trade

05/11/2013WRLL01400787. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is considering 
mandating identification checks on persons selling items at cash for gold outlets, following on 
from his Department’s report on this issue last year. [46370/13]

05/11/2013WRLL01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I published a report in June, 
2012 on the criminal justice aspects of the cash for gold trade.  The Report prepared by my De-
partment is available on www.justice.ie.  I requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Equality and Defence to consider the content of the report, to ensure that it obtains the views of 
all relevant interested parties and that it makes such report and recommendations to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas and to Government as it deems proportionate and appropriate in the public 
interest.  I received the Committee’s response on 30th May, 2013, which refers to such matters 
as identification checks, and it is currently under consideration. 

05/11/2013WRLL01550Traffic Fines

05/11/2013WRLL01600788. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with regard to the 
issuing of fixed charge notices pertaining to motoring offences, if he is satisfied that the use of 
standard post ensures effective delivery of such notices; if he or his Department have plans for 
the development of a cost effective system of recorded delivery for such notices; if there has 
been any communication between An Garda Síochána and An Post regarding the introduction 
of such a system of recorded delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46392/13]
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05/11/2013WRLL01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that ordinary post is utilised to serve fixed charge notices, in accordance with  sec-
tion 25 of the Interpretation Act 2005, which provides that service of a document may be so 
effected and that such service is deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to have been effected 
at the time at which the letter would be delivered in the ordinary course of post.  In addition, 
section 103(10) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 provides that in a prosecution for a fixed charge 
offence it shall be presumed until the contrary is shown that the relevant fixed charge notice has 
been served or caused to be served and that a payment pursuant to the relevant notice has not 
been made.  

The Deputy will appreciate that road traffic legislation is the responsibility of my colleague 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I am informed that a number of legislative 
changes are contained in the Road Traffic Act, 2010 which strengthen the provisions relating 
to the service of fixed charge notices for road traffic offences, including a provision that a cer-
tificate of receipt of posting or delivery issued by An Post, or another postal service, shall be 
admissible in evidence as proof of the posting or delivery, as the case may be, of a fixed charge 
notices, until the contrary is shown.  I also understand that the measures necessary to bring 
these provisions into effect are being examined by the relevant stakeholders at present.

05/11/2013WRLL01750Immigration Status

05/11/2013WRLL01800789. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a breakdown of the numbers of persons with outstanding leave to remain applications and out-
standing subsidiary protection applications according to the number of years each application 
has been outstanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46428/13]

05/11/2013WRLL01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The detailed information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available in the format sought by him.  However, I will 
communicate directly with him as soon as the available data is extracted from the records. 

05/11/2013WRLL01950Asylum Support Services

05/11/2013WRLL02000790. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 180 of 26 September 2013, where he indicated that the information requested 
in Parliamentary Question No. 459 of 25 June 2013 would be forwarded within a week, the 
reason this has not happened. [46447/13]

05/11/2013WRLL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought had 
been forwarded to the Deputy several weeks ago but appears not to have reached her. The in-
formation was re-sent to the Deputy on 31 October, 2013

05/11/2013WRLL02150Garda Deployment

05/11/2013WRLL02200791. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rationale be-
hind the amalgamation of the two Garda drug units in County Donegal; the moneys allocated to 
drug units in the county; the number of search warrants per year issued by the drug units; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46461/13]

05/11/2013WRLL02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I will further advise the Deputy when the 
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report is to hand.      

05/11/2013WRLL02350Misuse of Drugs

05/11/2013WRLL02400792. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
deaths including road traffic deaths in County Donegal from illegal drug use; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46462/13]

05/11/2013WRLL02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

05/11/2013WRLL02550Drugs Crime

05/11/2013WRLL02600793. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of search 
warrants per year issued to the drug units in County Donegal since the year 2000. [46463/13]

05/11/2013WRLL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I will further advise the Deputy when the 
report is to hand.       

05/11/2013WRLL02750Immigration Status

05/11/2013WRLL02800794. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a visa stamp 3 application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46465/13]

05/11/2013WRLL02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): On 10th April 2013,  the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department received an application from 
the persons concerned requesting a renewal of their permission to remain in the State on Stamp 
3 conditions.  Residence permission had originally been granted to the principal person as a 
lay volunteer of a religious institution and his family members had been granted permission as 
a result of his status.  On 27th June 2013 a letter issued to the applicants’ requesting copies of 
their passports. These were received on 1st August 2013. 

An examination of the passports showed that the applicants’ were at that time residing out-
side the State and had been since 28th June 2013.  Further correspondence indicated that the 
spouse of the principal person and their children had re-entered the State on 23rd August 2013. 
On 10th September 2013 a letter was issued requesting evidence that the principal person had 
re-entered the State and if he had not, that a date be provided as to when he intended to return. 

On 19th September 2013 a letter was received from the principal’s spouse stating that her 
spouse was still outside the State and that he would not return until 25th October 2013.  The let-
ter also stated that the principal’s spouse and his children had re-entered the State in order that 
their children could continue with their schooling.  On 21st October 2013 a letter was issued to 
the applicants’ refusing their application and requesting them to leave the State by 23rd Novem-
ber 2013.  It is open to the applicants to submit to INIS further information or documentation 
setting out the circumstances that they believe would support a review of the decision in their 
case. 
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05/11/2013WRLL02950Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRLL03000795. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
review the legislation governing the qualification requirements and recruitment processes for 
persons engaged on-site by organisations such as holiday camps, film studios, sports events and 
so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46472/13]

05/11/2013WRLL03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Insofar as the Deputy’s ques-
tion may relate to the matter of Garda vetting, the Deputy may wish to note that the current 
system of vetting is operated on an administrative basis by the Garda Central Vetting Unit 
(GCVU).  A vetting disclosure is made by the Unit in response to a written request and with the 
permission of the person who is the subject of that request. Garda vetting disclosures are issued 
to specified organisations registered with the GCVU for that purpose in respect of a particular 
post or employment.  The Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf 
of these organisations in 2012 and is expected to process in the region of 350,000 applications 
this year.  All decisions relating to the employment of individuals rest with the relevant organi-
sations concerned.  The Deputy will appreciate that vetting in this context relates to the protec-
tion of children and vulnerable adults.

Should the Deputy be referring to the matter of private security, he may also wish to note 
that the Private Security Authority (PSA) is the statutory body responsible for the licensing 
and regulation of the private security industry.  In the event that the question relates to private 
security at events, the Deputy may wish to note that the PSA has adopted a phased approach to 
licensing and that it proposes to commence the licensing of event security contractors in the first 
instance, with the licensing of employees to follow.  

A Statutory Regulation and minimum standards for contractors working in the event secu-
rity sector are currently being prepared.  I believe these arrangements, when finalised, will be 
of great benefit to both the industry and the public in general in relation to security at a wide 
range of events.  The Deputy will appreciate, aside from any issues which may arise in relation 
to vetting and any requirements in relation to the Private Security Authority,  I have no func-
tions in relation to legislation on general qualifications and recruitment practices in the sectors 
referred to by the Deputy    

05/11/2013WRLL03150Garda Vetting Applications

05/11/2013WRLL03200796. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
Garda vetting; if the situation has improved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46482/13]

05/11/2013WRLL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that the number of vetting applications received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) 
each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 2012 and it is expected that there will 
be upwards of 350,000 applications this year.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the 
current average processing time for applications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of 
receipt.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on 
particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  Nonethe-
less, this is a significant improvement on the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July 
this year.  This improvement reflects the fact that I have given this matter particular priority as 
it is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and efficiently.
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 In that context,  I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.  As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that 
the Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent 
staff assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the 
public service since the end of March 2013.  Some of these redeployed staff have only recently 
completed their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in 
the coming weeks.  Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment 
of approximately 40 additional staff to the GCVU.  This brings the total number of staff in that 
service to over 170, more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over 
the past two and a half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway.  This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received.  The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.         

05/11/2013WRLL03350Prisoner Transfers

05/11/2013WRLL03400797. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average time it 
takes for the repatriation of Irish prisoners serving sentences abroad to be transferred to Ireland 
once the initial application is received by his Department; the reason for the delays in such re-
patriation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46563/13]

05/11/2013WRLL03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Transfer of Sentenced 
Persons Acts, 1995 and 1997 provide a mechanism whereby non-nationals serving sentences 
in Ireland may apply to serve the remainder of their sentences in their own countries and, 
similarly, Irish persons who are imprisoned overseas may apply to serve the remainder of their 
sentences in Ireland.  Such transfers may be facilitated where the other country has ratified the 
Council of Europe Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons.  Transfer requests under 
the Convention are normally made by a prisoner through the governor of the prison in which he 
or she is detained.  I decide on all such requests following the collation of a number of reports 
from various agencies setting out the consequences of such a transfer.  The consent of all three 
parties in the process is required prior to any transfer, i.e. the sentencing state, the receiving 
state and the sentenced person.

Each case is judged on its individual merit and cases are processed as quickly as possible. 
Cases can take anywhere between 3 months and 2 years to be completed and can take even 
longer in some extreme cases.  Some of the reasons for delays include the following; incom-
plete documentation which has to be returned to the requestor or their legal representatives, 
the relevant requested documentation not submitted with original request which is a common 
occurrence, for example a birth certificate or copy of passport not submitted.  Delays can also 
take place in the sending jurisdiction which are out of our control.

05/11/2013WRLL03550EU Issues

05/11/2013WRLL03600798. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he in-
tends taking in this jurisdiction to comply with EU framework decision 2009/947 in relation to 
the transfer of probation sanctions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46564/13]
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05/11/2013WRLL03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Work is at an advanced stage 
in my Department on the General Scheme of a Bill to give effect to EU Council Framework 
Decision 2008/947/JHA on the application of the principle of mutual recognition to judgments 
and probation decisions with a view to the supervision of probation measures and alternative 
sanctions.  I intend to bring proposals to Government on the matter as soon as possible, hav-
ing regard to other legislative priorities.   I hope to publish the Bill next year with a view to its 
enactment later in the year.

05/11/2013WRLL03750Prisoner Transfers

05/11/2013WRLL03800799. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason Irish 
prisoners serving indeterminate sentences for public protection in Britain cannot transfer to 
serve their prison sentences in this jurisdiction; if he intends changing the law to facilitate their 
transfer by allowing for the conversion of the sentences on transfer; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46565/13]

05/11/2013WRLL03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand that a legal dif-
ficulty arises in cases of persons serving an indeterminate sentence for public protection in that 
no comparable sentence currently exists in this jurisdiction.  While I have sought further legal 
advice, it is not possible at this time to process the transfer here of such persons.  

        Question No. 800 answered with Question No. 758.

05/11/2013WRMM00250Witness Protection Programme

05/11/2013WRMM00300801. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the bud-
get allocation to the Garda witness programme in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013.  
[46586/13]

05/11/2013WRMM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The budgets allocated to the 
Garda Witness Security Programme for the years 2011 - 2013 are set out in the following table.

Year Estimate Provision
2011 €0.700 million
2012 €1.198 million
2012 €1.198 million

As the Deputy will be aware, An Garda Síochána operates a Witness Security Programme 
to respond to attempts by criminal and other groups to prevent the normal functioning of the 
criminal justice system, including threats of violence and systematic intimidation of witnesses.  
By virtue of the highly confidential nature of the Programme and the need to maintain the pro-
tection of persons in that Programme, it is not the policy nor would it be appropriate to detail 
the specifics of its operation.

05/11/2013WRMM00450Asylum Applications

05/11/2013WRMM00500802. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons who have applied for asylum in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the num-
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ber of asylum applications approved and refused during that period; and if he will provide the 
number of persons currently residing in the direct provision system. [46591/13]

05/11/2013WRMM00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of applications 
for asylum received in 2011, 2012 and 2013 were 1290, 956 and 687 (to end September, 2013) 
respectively.  Over the same period, 391 persons were granted asylum status whereas 3,255 
were refused.

The number of asylum applicants currently residing in the Direct Provision system is 4,344, 
almost 30% fewer than the number of persons accommodated at the end of 2010 which stood 
at 6,107.

05/11/2013WRMM00650Road Traffic Offences

05/11/2013WRMM00700803. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on the rate of enforcement of the speed limit on roads here by An Garda Síochána in the 
years 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will provide a breakdown of the number of motorists 
detected having exceeded the speed limit in each of the Garda districts. [46592/13]

05/11/2013WRMM00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that 
An Garda Síochána is committed to working closely with all road safety agencies to focus on 
high risk behaviour, including speeding, with the key objective of reducing the number of seri-
ous injury collisions and fatalities on our roads.  Levels of enforcement are high and involve 
targeted policing and awareness raising measures, including the deployment of safety cameras 
throughout the country.

In so far as detections are concerned, I am informed by the Garda authorities that fixed 
charge notices are issued for relevant speeding offences.  Such notices are classified into ‘inter-
cept’ and ‘non-intercept’ detections.  ‘Non-intercept’ offences are recorded by fixed and mobile 
speed cameras, which include speed cameras operated by Go Safe as well as Garda mobile 
speed detection ‘Robot’ vehicles.  These are distinct from ‘intercept’ speeding offences which 
are detected by members of An Garda Síochána in person.

I am advised that the following tables set out the number of intercept and non-intercept inci-
dents of speeding recorded in each of the Garda Divisions in 2012 and to end of August, 2013.  
It should be noted that the figures are provisional, operational and liable to change.

  Table 1:  The number of speeding incidents recorded by Garda Division to 31 August, 
2013

Garda Division Intercept Non-intercept Total
Cavan/Monaghan 642 2398 3040
Clare 1255 2950 4205
Cork City 1071 1776 2847
Cork North 1096 8947 10043
Cork West 679 2075 2754
D.M.R. Eastern 2373 564 2937
D.M.R. North Cen-
tral

818 1681 2499

D.M.R. Northern 1850 6774 8624
D.M.R. South Cen-
tral

1120 4649 5769

D.M.R. Southern 936 2176 3112
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Garda Division Intercept Non-intercept Total
D.M.R. Western 3533 12031 15564
Donegal 225 1617 1842
Galway Div 1289 4492 5781
Kerry 135 2402 2537
Kildare Div 1203 6126 7329
Kilkenny/Carlow 1000 3911 4911
Laois/Offaly 1067 3271 4338
Limerick 1536 8883 10419
Louth Div 334 1962 2296
Mayo 329 1717 2046
Meath Div 1120 2409 3529
Roscommon/Long-
ford Div

642 3456 4098

Sligo/Leitrim 400 4692 5092
Tipperary 944 3121 4065
Waterford Div 960 2744 3704
Westmeath Div 980 2246 3226
Wexford Div 697 2663 3360
Wicklow Div 738 4250 4988
Total 28,972 105,983 134,955

  Table 2:     The number of speeding incidents recorded by Garda Division in 2012
Garda Division Intercept Non-intercept Total
Cavan/Monaghan 400 4167 4567
Clare 1738 5750 7488
Cork City 2704 6224 8928
Cork North 2291 11905 14196
Cork West 1442 2738 4180
D.M.R. Eastern 4014 931 4945
D.M.R. North Cen-
tral

1170 6559 7729

D.M.R. Northern 2862 14902 17764
D.M.R. South Cen-
tral

1484 7266 8750

D.M.R. Southern 1546 4506 6052
D.M.R. Western 5343 15600 20943
Donegal 332 5249 5581
Galway Div 2414 7275 9689
Kerry 474 4784 5258
Kildare Div 1721 10518 12239
Kilkenny/Carlow 1582 6586 8168
Laois/Offaly 1570 3590 5160
Limerick 2319 10330 12649
Louth Div 792 4790 5582
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Garda Division Intercept Non-intercept Total
Mayo 629 1751 2380
Meath Div 422 6623 7045
Roscommon/Long-
ford Div

1235 7809 9044

Sligo/Leitrim 773 8674 9447
Tipperary 1512 3146 4658
Waterford Div 1771 2994 4765
Westmeath Div 1430 2225 3655
Wexford Div 978 2347 3325
Wicklow Div 690 10164 10854
Total 45,638 179,403 225,041

05/11/2013WRMM00850Road Traffic Offences

05/11/2013WRMM00900804. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is appropriate 
that a person (details supplied) in County Kerry should go to court in view of the fact that the 
fine was paid just past the deadline. [46603/13]

05/11/2013WRMM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The payment of a fixed charge 
in respect of a speeding offence is a discretionary option for the recipient of a fixed charge 
notice following their detection for speeding.  The relevant road traffic legislation provides an 
initial period of 28 days from the date of the notice, during which payment is accepted at the 
original charge.  If no payment is received, a second notice is issued and a further period of 
28 days is provided during which payment is accepted at the fixed charge plus 50%.  Only if 
no payment is made by that date is the recipient liable for prosecution for the offence alleged.  
Once this occurs the matter then proceeds to be dealt with by the courts.  

  The Deputy will appreciate that road traffic legislation is the responsibility of my colleague 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I am informed that a number of legislative 
changes are contained in the Road Traffic Act, 2010 which provide that a person who is served 
with a summons in respect of a fixed charge offence will have a further option to pay a fixed 
charge, of an amount 100% greater than the original fixed charge, not later than seven days 
before the date of the court on which the charge is to be heard.  The section further provides 
that, if the person pays, the fixed charge proceedings in respect of the alleged offence will be 
discontinued and the person need not attend the court on the day.  I understand the measures 
necessary to enable this provision to be brought into effect are being addressed at present.

05/11/2013WRMM01050Garda Investigations

05/11/2013WRMM01100805. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will carry out a 
separate investigation into the termination of fixed charge notices where the comment box was 
left blank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45963/13]

05/11/2013WRMM01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Garda Síochána provided two reports relating to the Fixed charge Processing System, namely 
the report of 28 March 2013 prepared by Assistant Commissioner John O’Mahoney of his 
examination into the allegations of irregularities in the operation of the Fixed Charge Process-
ing System, and the report of April 2013 from the Garda Professional Standards Unit which 
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looked at the processes and systems in this area.  These two reports recommended a number of 
changes aimed at ensuring that any deficiencies highlighted in the system are addressed and all 
administrative procedures are correctly and rigidly followed throughout the Force in relation 
to the cancellation of fixed charge notices.  In addition, the C&AG report of October 2013 also 
covered the operation of the system and recommended that all terminations are supported by 
appropriate documentary evidence.  I do not see a need for further investigation into the matter 
at this point in time.

05/11/2013WRMM01250Council of Europe Conventions

05/11/2013WRMM01300806. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update on plans to sign the European Convention on Domestic Violence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46624/13]

05/11/2013WRMM01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have indicated previously 
in response to questions on this issue, Ireland supports, in principle, the aims and terms of the 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and do-
mestic violence. However, before putting the question of signing the Convention to Cabinet, 
the legislative and administrative changes that might be required to implement the Convention 
should be established.

As I have also stated previously, my Department is examining these matters in conjunction 
with the government commitment to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence 
legislation to address all aspects of domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in 
a way that provides protection to victims.

The relevant divisions of my Department are considering a wide range of proposals includ-
ing proposals for reform from voluntary sector organisations.

In addition I am aware that the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equal-
ity are to shortly examine the issue of domestic violence with a view to compiling a report with 
recommendations on what measures can be put in place to reduce domestic violence.  It is my 
intention to examine a package of workable and effective proposals for the reform of the do-
mestic violence legislation as soon as possible following receipt of their report.

Consultations with other Government Departments and State agencies in relation to the 
Convention are to be undertaken shortly to fully establish legislative and administrative chang-
es that may be necessary for ratification of the Convention.

05/11/2013WRMM01450Garda Operations

05/11/2013WRMM01500807. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of fireworks seized by gardaí in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the monetary value 
of the fireworks seized in each of those years; the number of persons arrested and charged in 
respect of possession or misuse of fireworks; and the number of convictions obtained in respect 
of such offences.  [46650/13]

05/11/2013WRMM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought the information 
requested by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and I will reply to the Deputy when the 
report is to hand. 
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05/11/2013WRMM01650Legislative Process

05/11/2013WRMM01700808. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
option of imposing the in camera rule will be taken away from our court judges in family law 
cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46665/13]

05/11/2013WRMM01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Part 2 of the Courts and Civil 
Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 effects the most recent amendment of the statutory 
provisions in relation to the in camera rule for family law cases.  It amends the in camera rule to 
allow press access to the courts in family law and child care proceedings subject to a strict pro-
hibition on the publication of any material which would lead to the identification of the parties 
or children involved.  The courts retain the power to exclude representatives of the Press or re-
strict or prohibit the publication of evidence given in the proceedings in certain circumstances.

The  provisions, which will be commenced in the near future, aim to provide for a careful 
balancing of the need for privacy for persons involved in family law and child care proceedings 
with the need to ensure access to important information on the operation of family and child 
care law in our courts.

05/11/2013WRMM01850Garda Investigations

05/11/2013WRMM01900809. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he is taking 
in relation to the racist material posted on the greyhound nuts website and which posted sig-
nificant anti-Roma and anti-Traveller commentary; and if this is a breach of the Prohibition of 
Incitement to Racial, Religious or National Hatred Act 1989.  [46667/13]

05/11/2013WRMM02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the material referred to is being examined by An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy 
will appreciate that the question of any further action or investigation in relation to this issue 
is a matter for the Garda authorities and it would not be appropriate for me to comment in this 
regard.

05/11/2013WRMM02050Citizenship Applications

05/11/2013WRMM02100810. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
person of English nationality, who has been married to an Irish citizen for over 40 years and has 
lived in County Kerry since 2000, must pay €175 to apply for Irish citizenship and, if accepted, 
pay €950 for the citizenship; the reason the fee is so high for someone married to an Irish na-
tional and living in Ireland for over ten years; if there is a way to waive this fee; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46718/13]

05/11/2013WRMM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Regulations 2011 set out the prescribed fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate 
of naturalisation.  An application fee of €175 is payable on application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation and a fee is payable by applicants on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The 
standard certification fee is €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an applica-
tion made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a widow, 
widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of refugees and stateless 
persons the certification fee is nil.  There is no legal provision to waive the applicable statutory 
fees in any circumstance.

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  Every application, including those 
made on the basis of marriage to an Irish citizen, must be assessed to establish if the statutory 
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requirements are met.  The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and 
an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at 
European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve 
the integrity of the process.

As the Deputy will be aware I have introduced formal citizenship ceremonies at no extra 
cost to applicants.  These have been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies 
provide a sense of dignity and occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the 
State and the applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship. 

05/11/2013WRMM02250Magdalen Laundries Issues

05/11/2013WRMM02300811. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the laun-
dry at St. Joseph’s in Clifden, County Galway, was not included in the Magdalen laundry list for 
the purposes of the redress scheme; if he will acknowledge that St. Joseph’s laundry, Clifden, 
was a Magdalen laundry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46722/13]

05/11/2013WRMM02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The McAleese report and the 
ex-gratia Scheme recommended by Mr Justice Quirke relate to the 10 Magdalen laundries that 
operated within the State.  As an exceptional measure, the Government decided that the women 
from two other institutions who had, from an early stage, participated in the representative 
groups and met with Ministers and others on this matter should also be included.  No other 
institutions are being included within the scheme.

With regard to St. Joseph’s Clifden, I  am satisfied that this institution was not a Magdalen 
laundry.  It was an industrial school for girls and junior boys and is listed in the schedule of 
relevant institutions under the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002. 

05/11/2013WRMM02450Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

05/11/2013WRMM02500812. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to the rec-
ommendation in the Report on the Review of the Legislation on Prostitution in Ireland, calling 
on penalising the purchase of sexual services of another person by means of prostitution, or any 
request, agreement or attempt to do so, if provision for this recommendation and other recom-
mendations made in the report will be published by his Department; if so, the date of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46723/13]

05/11/2013WRMM02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy’s question con-
cerns the recent report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality on 
hearings and submissions on the current review of prostitution legislation. The Joint Committee 
published its report on 27 June last.

The position is that I have written to the Chairman seeking clarification of recommendations 
made by the Joint Committee. I have also requested legal advices from the Attorney General, 
and the views of the Minister for Health, on the report. 

05/11/2013WRMM02650Crime Levels

05/11/2013WRMM02700813. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there has been a 
significant increase in the level of burglaries in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [46751/13]

05/11/2013WRMM02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is within the Raheny Garda Sub-District.

The area is regularly patrolled by uniform and plain clothes crime prevention patrols, which 
are augmented by the Detective Unit, Community Policing Unit together with the Divisional 
Traffic Unit and Divisional Crime Task Force Unit.

Local Garda Management closely monitors such patrols, and other operational strategies in 
place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in these areas to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.  The situation is kept under review and paramount consideration is given to the 
needs of residents.  Garda Management is satisfied that a full and comprehensive policing ser-
vice is being delivered to the communities in the area concerned and that current structures in 
place meet the requirements of the delivery of an effective and efficient policing service.

I am further informed that Garda data shows a decrease in burglaries in the Raheny area, in 
line with the national trend. As the Deputy may be aware the latest crime statistics show that 
the rate of burglary has decreased by 8.9% nationally for twelve months ending 30 June 2013 
and this underlines the impact being made by Gardaí under Operation Fiacla.  As part of the 
measures which are coordinated under Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force throughout 
the Dublin Metropolitan Region, including Raheny.  It is an intelligence driven operation and 
includes analysis led checkpoints and patrols to target specific areas and case manage targeted 
offenders.  These arrangements are kept under review to ensure adjustments are made to main-
tain the effective focus of the operation.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
lem solving with the community and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and households 
in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.    

05/11/2013WRMM02850Equality Issues

05/11/2013WRMM02900814. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satis-
fied that our laws are being implemented in a fair manner in respect of all ethnic minorities. 
[46762/13]

05/11/2013WRMM03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are robust mechanisms 
already in place in legislation to deal with discrimination, hate speech and racist crime and these 
apply equally to all persons regardless of citizenship or ethnic origin.  Human rights training 
is provided to public officials including members of An Garda Síochána, members of the De-
fence Forces and custodial personnel working in the Irish Prison Service.  The Human Rights 
Commission makes human rights training available on request to the civil and public service. 
Similar facilities in respect of equality and combating discrimination are available from the 
Equality Authority.  In line with the Programme for Government commitment to “require all 
public bodies to take due note of equality and human rights in carrying out their functions”,  I 
am providing in the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Bill for creation of a positive 
duty on public bodies to do so and for the Commission to provide support and advice to public 
bodies in meeting that obligation.

Ireland’s population has become increasingly diverse over the past two decades.  I think it 
is fair to say that, in general, Irish people have been warm and welcoming to the large number 
of EU and non-EU residents who have now made Ireland their home.  Intercommunal conflicts 
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of the kind seen elsewhere have so far been absent from our society.  However, we must not 
become complacent and we must be alert to the potential danger of the emergence of racial 
discord.  I encourage anyone who has experienced racist abuse or has ever felt discriminated 
against because of their ethnic or national origin to come forward to the Equality Authority or 
An Garda Síochána and seek their assistance and protection.

05/11/2013WRMM03050Prisoner Health

05/11/2013WRMM03100815. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners in Irish prisons who have an intellectual disability.  [46764/13]

05/11/2013WRMM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the information requested by him is not collected by the Irish Prison Service. However, 
I can assure the Deputy that all prisoners are medically assessed on committal to prison and 
treated as required.  A doctor or other healthcare professional operating in the prison environ-
ment can following a clinical assessment make a referral to other inreach healthcare services or 
when necessary  to external services.  Professional inreach healthcare services are provided for 
a range of healthcare needs. 

05/11/2013WRMM03250Crime Data

05/11/2013WRMM03300816. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
racially motivated crimes over the past 12 months. [46765/13]

05/11/2013WRMM03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.   

05/11/2013WRMM03450Magdalen Laundries Issues

05/11/2013WRMM03500817. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the State 
downplayed the abuse suffered by the Magdalen women at the United Nations.  [46766/13]

05/11/2013WRMM03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The UN Committee against 
Torture (UNCAT) issued its concluding observations on Monday 6 June 2011, following Ire-
land’s first examination in Geneva, under Article 19 of the UN Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.  Its concluding observations 
covered a wide range of areas which impact on the remit of several Government Departments.

In relation to the Magdalen Laundries, the Committee recommended that “the State should 
institute prompt, independent, and thorough investigations into all allegations of torture, and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment that were allegedly committed in 
the Magdalen Laundries and, in appropriate cases, prosecute and punish the perpetrators with 
penalties commensurate with the gravity of the offences committed, and ensure that all victims 
obtain redress and have an enforceable right to compensation including the means for as full 
rehabilitation as possible”.
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While I had decided before the UNCAT  observations were received to initiate an inquiry 
into Magdalen laundries, the outcome of that inquiry only became available in January 2013.   
The McAleese report provides an independent, comprehensive, factual account of the Magda-
len institutions.  Some of these institutions had ceased operations nearly 50 years previously 
and there was no reliable account available of their operations.  It brought into the public arena 
a considerable amount of information not previously known.  It also showed that many of the 
preconceptions about these institutions were not supported by the facts.

In particular nothing was discovered to suggest there was systematic torture or other crimi-
nal behaviour that would warrant a comprehensive criminal investigation with a view to multi-
ple criminal prosecutions.  This is not to rule out the possibility of isolated criminal offences or 
to down play the harsh conditions endured by the women in question.  With regard to prosecu-
tions, the only mechanism to prosecute and punish perpetrators for offences committed in this 
jurisdiction requires a criminal investigation, a decision by the Director of Public Prosecutions 
to prosecute and then a criminal trial.  Irish law does not provide for any other type of inquiry 
to lead to criminal prosecutions.  Any complaint of criminal behaviour made by any individual 
to the Gardaí regarding Magdalen laundries are matters that can be investigated by the Gardaí.

The Rapporteur for the follow-up on Concluding Observations of the UN Committee against 
Torture subsequently wrote seeking clarification and further information on a number of mat-
ters including matters relating to Magdalen Laundries.  A detailed response to the queries raised 
was forwarded to the Rapporteur through the correct channels.  The full  McAleese Report is 
also available to the Rapporteur.

05/11/2013WRMM03650Garda Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRMM03700818. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the Garda station at Ballinamore County Leitrim does not have 
the use of a patrol car based at the station following a recent ramming incident; and when a 
replacement vehicle will be found to assist the gardaí based at Ballinamore.  [46800/13]

05/11/2013WRMM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and available resources.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Garda vehicle allocated to Ballinamore Gar-
da Station, which was recently damaged, is currently being repaired and that another vehicle 
has been allocated to the station as an interim measure.

Overall, I am conscious of the continuing pressures on the Garda fleet and, in that regard, 
I am very pleased to have secured a further €9m for investment in the fleet, made up of €5m 
between now and the end of the year and a further €4m in 2014.  At this stage, arising from the 
additional €5m being made available between October and December, the Garda authorities 
have arranged for the delivery of 305 new vehicles by the end of 2013.  These are in addition to 
the 133 new Garda vehicles already made available during the year.

The most recent investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for 
the three years 2012 to 2014.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an 
effective and efficient policing service.    
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05/11/2013WRMM03850Naturalisation Applications

05/11/2013WRMM03900819. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will expe-
dite a visa application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Cork; if any further documen-
tation is required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46806/13]

05/11/2013WRMM04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a certificate 
of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

Until such a decision is reached the person concerned, as a non-national, remains subject 
to the provisions of immigration law including the requirement to remain lawfully resident in 
the State and to comply with their registration obligations in accordance with Section 9 of the 
Immigration Act 2004.

05/11/2013WRMM04050Crime Levels

05/11/2013WRMM04100820. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the incidents of burglary in the Kilbarrack area especially among homes owned 
by the elderly; if there is a proposal for community policing and Garda foot patrols in this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46867/13]

05/11/2013WRMM04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is policed by Gardaí from the Raheny and Coolock Garda 
Districts.  Local Garda Management is monitoring and responding to incidents of burglary in 
those areas, including a number in the Kilbarrack area, of which a small number involve the 
homes of elderly persons.

The area concerned is regularly patrolled by uniform and plain clothes crime prevention 
patrols, which are augmented by the Detective Unit, Community Policing Unit together with 
the Divisional Traffic Unit and Divisional Crime Task Force Unit.  Local Garda Management 
closely monitors such patrols, and other operational strategies in place, in conjunction with 
crime trends and policing needs of the communities in these areas to ensure optimum use is 
made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  The 
situation will be kept under review and paramount consideration is given to the needs of resi-
dents. Garda Management is satisfied that a full and comprehensive policing service is being 
delivered to the communities in the area concerned and that current structures in place meet the 
requirements of the delivery of an effective and efficient policing service.

While I share the Deputy’s concerns about any incidence of burglary, and crimes against the 
elderly in particular, as he will be aware the latest crime statistics show that the rate of burglary 
has decreased by 8.9% nationally for twelve months ending 30 June 2013 and this underlines 
the impact being made by Gardaí under Operation Fiacla.  As part of the measures which are co-
ordinated nationally under Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force throughout the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region, including Kilbarrack.  It is an intelligence driven operation and includes 
analysis led checkpoints and patrols to target specific areas and case manage targeted offend-
ers. These arrangements are kept under review to ensure adjustments are made to maintain the 
effective focus of the operation.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
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lem solving with the community and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and households 
in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.  In this regard, I 
am advised that members of the Community Policing Unit are due to convene a meeting in the 
Kilbarrack area on 7 November with a view to providing appropriate crime prevention advice 
to local elderly residents.

05/11/2013WRNN00150Naturalisation Applications

05/11/2013WRNN00200821. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46871/13]

05/11/2013WRNN00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  I am informed that this application is now at an advanced 
stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision in due course.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/11/2013WRNN00350Family Reunification Policy

05/11/2013WRNN00400822. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the options available 
to a stamp 4 citizen who seeks to bring their spouse here for family reunification purposes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46929/13]

05/11/2013WRNN00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Family 
Reunification Unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that details regarding the Family Reunification procedure and information regarding per-
sons who are entitled to apply are available from my Department’s Website (www.INIS.gov.ie).

I am further informed by INIS that applications must be made in writing to Family Reunifi-
cation Unit, INIS, Department of Justice and Equality, 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/11/2013WRNN00550Start-Up Entrepreneur Programme

05/11/2013WRNN00600823. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the options avail-
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able to a person who is currently resident here on a student visa to start their own business and 
progress their citizenship status accordingly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46957/13]

05/11/2013WRNN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At present the option available 
to the student is via the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme (STEP) operated by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department.  Details are available on the INIS 
website www.inis.gov.ie.  Unlike student status, the immigration permission granted in respect 
of this programme is reckonable for the purposes of citizenship.

The Start-up Entrepreneur Programme is currently being reviewed and among the elements 
being looked at is how it can do more to facilitate student entrepreneurship.  

05/11/2013WRNN00750Prisoner Transfers

05/11/2013WRNN00800824. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the options avail-
able to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry in regard to a transfer request within the 
Prison Service.  [46958/13]

05/11/2013WRNN00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Director 
General of the Irish Prison Service that internal transfers of prison staff take place when nec-
essary to fill vacancies arising in prisons.  An officer who wishes to transfer to another prison 
or institution completes an official transfer application form and submits it to the Governor of 
his or her institution who signs it and sends it to the Staff and Corporate Services Directorate 
at Irish Prison Service Headquarters for placement on the relevant transfer list.  Officers are 
transferred as the need arises on the basis of seniority.  I understand that the person (details 
supplied) has submitted an official transfer application form and is on the transfer lists for Cork 
and Limerick Prisons.

I am also informed that the Irish Prison Service grants temporary transfers in exceptional 
cases, however these are granted strictly on a temporary basis and do not confer any right to a 
permanent transfer to the preferred location. 

05/11/2013WRNN00950Citizenship Applications

05/11/2013WRNN01000825. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a breakdown of the number of non-nationals who have acquired citizenship in the State 
since the year 2008 on the basis of their entry to the State that is an application for asylum; ap-
plication for subsidiary protection; application for a stamp 2 visa; application for stamp 4 visa; 
and any other method of entry into the State. [46988/13]

05/11/2013WRNN01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of certificates of 
naturalisation issued for the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to end October this year is ap-
proximately 4,600, 6,200, 10,800, 25,100 and  23,900 respectively. The number of recognised 
refugees who acquired Irish citizenship for the relevant years is 680, 680, 1,130, 1,060 and 
1,180 respectively.  The further breakdown requested by the Deputy is not available as appli-
cations for a certificate of naturalisation are not categorised by method of entry into the State.

05/11/2013WRNN01150Legislative Process

05/11/2013WRNN01200826. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a date for the implementation of the mandatory vetting of organisations working with children 
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provided for under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46991/13]

05/11/2013WRNN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provisions in the National 
Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 relating to the disclosure of convic-
tions are under review at present having regard to a recent judgment of the UK Court of Appeal 
in (On the Application of) T and others v. Chief Constable of Greater Manchester [2013].  The 
UK Court considered the circumstances in which it is appropriate to disclose convictions for 
old, minor offences with particular regard to Article 8 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights.  Having considered the judgement in that case, I am bringing proposals to Government 
to provide that certain old minor convictions will not be disclosed under the provisions of the 
2012 Act.  Given the close relationship between this Act and the Spent Convictions Bill, which 
is before the Oireachtas at the moment, any changes to the Vetting Act will have to be reflected 
in the Spent Convictions Bill.  

Subject to the approval of the Government, I expect to be in a position to amend the 2012 
Act and the Spent Convictions Bill. I expect to be in a position to commence the provisions of 
the 2012 Act in 2014.   

In the meantime, the vetting of persons working with children and vulnerable persons will 
continue to be done on a non-mandatory basis.

05/11/2013WRNN01350Garda Recruitment

05/11/2013WRNN01400827. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the format that the 
resumed Garda recruitment will entail; when it will commence; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46994/13]

05/11/2013WRNN01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The recruitment process for 
entry to the Garda Síochána, which is managed by the Public Appointments Service, consists of 
a series of assessments, competitive interview, physical and medical tests and security checks.

On entry to the Garda College, trainees will undergo the new student/probationer training 
programme which has been restructured into 3 phases.  Phase I is for 32 weeks at the Garda 
College, at the end of which successful students will be attested (i.e. become members of the 
Garda Síochána with full police powers).  Phase II is for 65 weeks based in Garda stations, and 
Phase III consists of 7 weeks of exam preparation, exams and assessments.  The programme 
will result in an award of a Bachelor of Arts (Level 7) in Police Studies.

There are a number of procedural issues that need to be finalised prior to the formal com-
mencement of that competition and these are expected to conclude in the coming weeks.  A 
further announcement will be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on the Public Appoint-
ments Service website and directly to those who have registered an expression of interest in 
joining the Garda Síochána.

05/11/2013WRNN01550Garda Recruitment

05/11/2013WRNN01600828. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to re-
view the application process for members of the public to join An Garda Síochána to prioritise 
those members of the Garda Reserve whose members are fully attested and have completed 
their two year probation period. [47039/13]

05/11/2013WRNN01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
recruitment to An Garda Síochána is governed by statutory regulations.  The current regulations 
expressly provide that the Public Appointments Service will take into account any satisfactory 
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service by a person as a reserve member of the Garda Síochána when they are applying to join 
the full time force.  These regulations are currently being consolidated and revised and the same 
provisions for Reserve members will be incorporated into the new regulations.

Arrangements are currently being finalised in conjunction with the Garda Commissioner 
and the Public Appointments Service, for the holding of the recently announced Garda recruit-
ment competition, including in relation to the processing of applications by members of the 
Garda Reserve.

05/11/2013WRNN01750Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRNN01800829. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s 
budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47081/13]

05/11/2013WRNN01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The further current expendi-
ture reductions for my Departments Vote - Vote 24 Justice and Equality - in 2014 will be almost 
€15.9 million compared with the allocation in the Revised Estimate volume for 2013.

This amount is made up of payroll related reductions of €3.2 million incorporating the im-
pact of measures in the Haddington Road Agreement and staffing reductions.  There are non-
payroll reductions of approximately €10.7 million across a range of administrative and other 
subheads including €5.2 million in relation to the provision for Asylum Seekers Accommoda-
tion.  There is also a reduction of €2 million in respect of non-recurring costs in 2014 related to 
Ireland‘s Presidency of the European Union.

There are also smaller technical adjustments to reflect transfer of responsibility for certain 
services with other Votes. 

The full year impact of the measures outlined above is in the region of €19.6 million with a 
proportion of the reductions already reflected in the Revised Estimates for 2013.

05/11/2013WRNN01950Magdalen Laundries Report

05/11/2013WRNN02000830. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date 
on which he will bring the report of the interdepartmental group on the implementation of the 
recommendations of Mr. Justice Quirke before Government.  [47089/13]

05/11/2013WRNN02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Report of the Inter De-
partmental Group which I established to look at how the recommendations of Mr Justice Quirke 
could be implemented was discussed and agreed at Cabinet this morning.  The full details of the 
Scheme will be published over the next few days.  In cases where application forms have been 
completed and records verified my Department will be in a position to issue the first offers of 
payments of a lump sum within the next 4 to 6 weeks.

05/11/2013WRNN02150Defence Forces Reorganisation

05/11/2013WRNN02200831. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Defence the changes proposed for the 
relocation of soldiers based at Collins Barracks, Cork; the timeline for these changes; the way 
they will affect the soldiers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45771/13]

05/11/2013WRNN02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  At the time of the reorganization of the Per-
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manent Defence Force a Company of the 12th Battalion, which was to transfer to Limerick, was 
temporarily retained in Cork to allow for reassignment of personnel across units.  This process 
has now been completed and the unit has now moved to Limerick.  I am informed by the Mili-
tary Authorities that there are currently no plans in place for the general relocation of personnel 
serving in Collins Barracks, Cork to any other location in the 1 Brigade area.  This does not 
include routine administrative movements e.g. postings, transfers and promotions, which may 
occur at any time but are specific to individuals.

05/11/2013WRNN02350Departmental Properties

05/11/2013WRNN02400832. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding a build-
ing (details supplied) in north County Dublin; if it is close by being sold to a community group; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46297/13]

05/11/2013WRNN02500834. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on 
the divestment of a property (details supplied) in County Dublin; if any community groups are 
being given consideration to purchase and use the building; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46703/13]

05/11/2013WRNN02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 832 and 
834 together.

Under the re-organisation programme for the Reserve Defence Force this property closed 
on 5 March 2013. 

Agreement has been reached for the sale of the property to Fingal County Council.  The 
necessary legal paperwork to complete the sale and transfer of Title is ongoing at present.

05/11/2013WRNN02650Departmental Staff Voluntary Redundancies

05/11/2013WRNN02700833. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if it is possible for a per-
son who is a civilian employee of the Department of Defence and on career break to avail of a 
voluntary redundancy scheme while continuing to work within the voluntary secondary school 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46445/13]

05/11/2013WRNN02800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Following the receipt of sanction from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), the Department has recently in-
troduced a voluntary redundancy scheme targeted towards civilian employees (State industrial 
grades) attached to military installations arising from the rationalisation of the brigade structure 
in the Defence Forces and the reduced requirement for particular grades/skills in the civilian 
workforce.  The general terms of the voluntary redundancy scheme are as set out in the Col-
lective Agreement: Redundancy Payments to Public Servants dated 28 June 2012 which was 
agreed between DPER and the Public Services Committee of ICTU.  Employees currently on a 
career break are not eligible to apply.  However, an employee due to resume work in 2013 fol-
lowing a career break may apply provided that the employee will be resuming work in a posi-
tion/grade covered by the targeted redundancy scheme.

In accordance with the Collective Agreement: Redundancy Payments to Public Servants 
dated 28 June 2012, an employee who accepts an offer of voluntary redundancy is not eligible 
for re-employment in the public service by any public service body (as defined in the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 2009 – 2013) for a period of 2 years from their 



Questions - Written Answers

532

date of departure.  Thereafter, the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
will be required prior to re-employment.

  Question No. 834 answered with Question No. 832.

05/11/2013WRNN02950Pension Provisions

05/11/2013WRNN03000835. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Defence if four years full-time service 
in the Army will count towards pension entitlements in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45739/13]

05/11/2013WRNN03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Under the Defence Forces Pensions 
Schemes, pensionable service, in general, consists of full-time service in the Permanent De-
fence Force (PDF).  Service in the Fórsa Cosanta Áitiúil (FCA) is not generally reckonable as 
pensionable service.  However, in certain specified situations, service by members of the FCA 
engaged on full time security duties may be reckoned and aggregated with pensionable service 
in the PDF.  This applies in the case of former members of the FCA who were assimilated into 
the PDF under special arrangements made in 1982 and 1988/89 or who enlisted in the PDF 
outside of those special arrangements and were in service on 1 January, 1990.

The person in question, who was a member of the FCA and did not serve in the PDF, does 
not fall within any of the above categories.  Therefore, his service in the FCA is not reckonable 
under the provisions of the Defence Forces Pensions Schemes and consequently is not transfer-
able to any other State organisation for superannuation purposes.

05/11/2013WRNN03150Air Ambulance Service Provision

05/11/2013WRNN03200836. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the current cost to his De-
partment and the Air Corps of the operation of the air ambulance service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46015/13]

05/11/2013WRNN03300837. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the total number of deploy-
ments of the Air Corps air ambulance service since its establishment; if he will provide a nu-
merical breakdown of the range of missions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46016/13]

05/11/2013WRNN03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 836 and 
837 together.

In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreed between my Depart-
ment and the Department of Health in relation to the pilot Emergency Aeromedical Support 
(EAS) service which operates out of Custume Barracks, Athlone, my Department recoups from 
the HSE the costs associated with the Air Corps’ participation in the pilot service.   The costs 
that are recouped are fixed costs of €186,024 per quarter (which includes salaries and related 
personnel costs) and operating costs of €1,620 per flying hour, as well as any other miscella-
neous costs that may be incurred by the Air Corps.

From the commencement of the pilot EAS service on 4 June 2012 until 31 October 2013 
the Air Corps has completed a total of 464 EAS missions.  These included cases of segment 
elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI), trauma, medical, paediatric and other time-critical 
cases, as tasked by the HSE’s National Aero-Medical Coordination Centre.  To date, STEMI 
and suspected STEMI related missions have accounted for almost one-third of completed EAS 
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missions.  While the focus of the pilot service has been on the West of Ireland, and the majority 
of missions completed to date have been to counties in the West and Midland regions, patients 
throughout the country who met the clinical criteria have benefitted from the pilot service.

Following a review of the pilot service carried out earlier this year by an inter agency Audit 
and Evaluation Group established under the MOU, a Report was submitted for consideration 
by my colleague, the Minister for Health.  Following a request from the Minister for Health, I 
have agreed to extend the Air Corps’ participation in the pilot in order to allow the Minister an 
opportunity to give consideration to the Report and to examine the options for the implementa-
tion of its recommendations.

05/11/2013WRNN03450Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRNN03500838. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence the name, qualifications and 
current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46084/13]

05/11/2013WRNN03600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my role as Minister for Defence, I have 
appointed Colm Jordan as my personal assistant to assist me in constituency matters.  The an-
nual salary attached to this post is €56,060 which is in accordance with Department of Public 
Expenditure & Reform guidelines concerning Ministerial appointments.   As provided for under 
the terms of the Ethics in Public Office legislation, copies of Mr Jordan’s contract of employ-
ment together with his Statement of Qualifications were laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas on 23 May 2012.

05/11/2013WRNN03650Defence Forces Training

05/11/2013WRNN03700839. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence in respect of the 5th engi-
neer non-commissioned officers course run at the School of Military Engineering at the Curragh 
camp from 5 of September to 22 of November, if it was necessary for all those participating on 
the course to complete an application form; if specific candidates were encouraged by superior 
officers to undertake this course; if there have been unexplained withdrawals from the course; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46135/13]

05/11/2013WRNN03800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  At the outset I wish to refer to my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 295 of 15 October last in which the Deputy asked for details of 
the number of standard NCO courses underway nationwide.  In providing material to allow me 
to reply to Parliamentary Question No. 295 the military authorities omitted to provide infor-
mation relating to the 5th Engineer non-commissioned officers course.  It clearly should have 
formed part of the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 295.  I wish to assure the Deputy that 
it was not my intention to mislead him in terms of the reply that I gave on that occasion and 
the omission of the information was due to an oversight.  With regard to the 5th Engineer non-
commissioned officers course, I have been advised by the military authorities that individuals 
wishing to complete courses such as this would normally fill out a course application form at 
unit level in order to apply for a place on the course.  In this instance, however, I understand 
that there were sufficient places available to accommodate all Corps of Engineer personnel who 
needed to complete the course in order to qualify for promotion.  I understand that all personnel 
of Corporal rank within the Corps of Engineers are encouraged to complete the course in order 
to qualify for promotion.

Finally, I have been informed that while there were no unexplained withdrawals from the 
course, one student returned to his Unit at his own request on 11th September 2013.
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05/11/2013WRNN03850Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/11/2013WRNN03900840. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of military per-
sonnel who have been deemed medically unfit for overseas duties on an annual basis from the 
year 2000 to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46176/13]

05/11/2013WRNN04000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  I am advised by the military authorities that 
the reasons why an application from a member of the Defence Forces to participate in an over-
seas mission is refused is not retained centrally but rather on that individual’s personnel file. 
As there have been many thousands of applications from individuals to participate in overseas 
missions in the period since 2000, the Deputy will appreciate it would not be possible to gather 
the information he has requested without the need to divert significant resources from key day 
to day work to undertake a trawl of personnel files.  However, if the Deputy has a specific case 
in mind I would be happy to raise it with the military authorities on his behalf.

05/11/2013WRNN04050Defence Forces Personnel

05/11/2013WRNN04100841. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will enable members 
of the Permanent Defence Force below the rank of sergeant to continue to serve after they have 
completed 21 years service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46312/13]

05/11/2013WRNN04200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Due to the robust nature of many military 
operations and their attendant physical training regimes, personnel are exposed to a unique 
range of challenging environments.  In these circumstances it is vital that the age and health 
profile of personnel be such as to ensure that operational capability and effectiveness are not 
compromised. In 1990 the Gleeson Commission commented on the unsatisfactory age and fit-
ness profile of the PDF. Thereafter, an in depth study of the Defence Forces by Price Waterhouse 
Consultants in 1994, who had been engaged by the Efficiency Audit Group (EAG), expressed 
severe criticism of the age profile of the Defence Forces. The present terms of enlistment arose 
from such criticism. One of the key areas identified for urgent action by the EAG was the devel-
opment of a manpower policy with an emphasis on lowering the age profile of PDF personnel.    
In 1997 agreement was reached with the Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks Representa-
tive Association (PDFORRA) on a new manpower policy for the Defence Forces. This policy, 
applying to personnel enlisted after 1 January 1994, provided that service for Private Soldiers 
would initially be for five years with the option to be extended to a maximum of twelve years, 
subject to meeting standards of medical and physical fitness and conduct.  Longer periods of 
service were envisaged for Non Commissioned Officers. In 2004 PDFORRA submitted a claim 
under the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for a further review of the terms of service ap-
plying to personnel enlisting in the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) after 1 January, 1994.  A 
set of criteria was agreed with PDFORRA to provide longer careers for those who enlisted post 
1 January 1994 while continuing to address the Government’s objective of having an appropri-
ate age profile to meet the challenges of a modern defence forces.

The criteria require that any person re-engaging after 12 years service must be able to con-
tinue to operate at their current level both at home and overseas on an ongoing basis.  Re-
engagement is subject to the individual soldier meeting specified criteria in regard to physical 
fitness, medical category, successful completion of military courses of instruction, service over-
seas and conduct ratings.The maximum service period for these personnel is as follows:

 - Enlisted Personnel, up to and including the rank of Corporal (and equivalent Naval Ser-
vice rank), may not serve beyond 21 years service;
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 - Enlisted Personnel, in the rank of Sergeant (and equivalent Naval Service rank), may be 
permitted to continue in service up to the age of fifty years;

 - Enlisted Personnel in all higher ranks may serve to the age of fifty-six. 

With the approach of 2015 the first effects of the agreement, whereby Privates and Corpo-
rals may not serve beyond 21 years, will be felt by PDF members in those ranks.  A claim has 
been received from PDFORRA for a further review in relation to this matter. In accordance with 
normal procedures the Association’s claim is being dealt with under the Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Scheme for members of the PDF.  The Deputy will appreciate that as deliberations under 
the Scheme are confidential to the parties involved it would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment further on the matter at this time, other than to emphasise that in dealing with this issue 
the manpower and operational needs of the Defence Forces must be the primary consideration.

Enterprise Ireland Funding

05/11/2013WROO00200842. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of Enterprise Ireland supported companies with which the Defence Forces are 
currently engaged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46313/13]

05/11/2013WROO00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  In July 2011 the Government approved 
an approach whereby Enterprise Ireland supports the Defence Organisation by raising aware-
ness of and engaging with, Irish based enterprise and research institutes that are engaged in 
relevant activities related to Defence Forces’ capability development.  The primary objective 
is to support Defence Forces capability development and also to support innovation, growth 
and jobs in Irish industry, particularly for companies and institutions working in the security 
and defence (dual-use) sector.  In addition, the Government also agreed that Enterprise Ireland 
could also support Irish based enterprise and research institutes and the Department of Defence 
and Defence Forces capability development, where appropriate in relation to European Defence 
Agency ongoing activities.

The Defence Forces assistance to industry and research institutions is by way of providing 
evaluation of technology research and innovation, provision of information on military require-
ments and the Defence Forces considered views on trends in specific capability development 
requirements.  

A total of 22 research, training and innovation projects involving Irish indigenous compa-
nies are being supported directly by the Defence Forces under this initiative, details of which 
are attached in Annex 1.

Number Name Number Name
1 Skytek Ltd 12 ESBI
2 Morrigan Partners 13 Marine Harvest
3 Cathyx Ocean Ltd 14 Ocean Energy Ltd
4 J B Roche (MFG) Ltd 15 Sea Power Ltd
5 Reamda Ltd 16 Techworks Ltd
6 Sigtec ltd 17 Wavebob
7 Seatec 18 SensL
8 Reliance Bearings 19 GeoSolutions
9 SEFtec Ltd 20 Klas
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Number Name Number Name
10 Aquafact 21 CeramicX
11 Eire Composites 22 Skyclad

Defence Forces Operations

05/11/2013WROO00400843. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of suspect 
devices that the army disposal unit has had to deal with to date in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46314/13]

05/11/2013WROO00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of law and order rests with An Garda Síochána.  The Defence Forces, pursuant to their role 
of rendering Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP), assist An Garda Síochána when requested to do 
so.  The Defence Forces Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Teams respond when a request 
is made by An Garda Síochána for assistance.  Up to 30 October last, EOD teams have been 
deployed on 220 occasions during 2013.  Viable devices comprising of improvised explosive 
devices and the disposal of conventional munitions accounted for 69 of these callouts.

Other types of callouts would include hoaxes, false alarms, post-blast analysis, and the re-
moval of unstable chemicals.

Defence Forces Operations

05/11/2013WROO00600844. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of cash-in-
transit escorts carried out by Defence Forces to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46315/13]

05/11/2013WROO00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Primary responsibility for security matters 
rests with An Garda Síochána.  The Defence Forces, pursuant to their role in rendering Aid 
to the Civil Power, provide armed escorts for certain cash movements within the State when 
requested to do so by An Garda Síochána.  This year, the number of cash in transit escorts pro-
vided by the Defence Forces up to 30 October last was 1,678.

Emergency Planning

05/11/2013WROO00800845. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence when the next meeting of 
the national emergency co-ordination committee will take place; the number of meetings that 
have taken place to date in 2013; the number he has chaired; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46316/13]

05/11/2013WROO00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  I chair the Government Task Force on 
Emergency Planning, which includes senior officials of Government Departments, senior offi-
cers of An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces and officials of other key public authorities, 
which have a lead or support role in Government emergency planning.  The Government Task 
Force on Emergency Planning meets on a regular basis.  The next meeting will take place on 
Monday, 11 November 2013.  So far this year there have been four meetings of the Government 
Task Force on Emergency Planning, of which I have chaired three.  I was unable to attend the 
meeting held on 26 June 2013.

While the details of matters discussed at meetings of the Government Task Force on Emer-
gency Planning are confidential, I can confirm that the Task Force examines current risks and 
supports coordination arrangements for emergency planning across Government. 

The Task Force is regularly briefed on such matters as the current security threat, which is 
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provided by An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces, as well as receiving regular updates 
specifically from the lead Government Departments, such as the Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, which chairs the National Steering Group under the 
Framework for Major Emergency Management, along with having lead Government Depart-
ment roles and responsibilities in eleven of the forty two emergency scenarios identified in the 
Lead, Principal and Other Support Roles in Ireland.

The next Government Task Force meeting on 11 November 2013 will report on such items 
but will also focus on winter preparedness.  After that meeting, together with my colleague Phil 
Hogan, T.D, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, we will launch 
the ‘Be Winter Ready’ information campaign.  The purpose of the campaign is to provide infor-
mation to the public on how best to prepare for winter.  The advice is being delivered via Aertel 
page 592, booklets and through the website www.winterready.ie.  In addition, a twitter account 
is being launched and will be tweeting during the winter period to augment the ‘Be Winter 
Ready’ campaign.  Follow on @emergencyIE and join in the conversation at #bewinterready. 

Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/11/2013WROO01000846. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the current strength of the 
Permanent Defence Forces with regard to all three services; the gender breakdown of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46317/13]

05/11/2013WROO01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The strength of the Permanent Defence 
Force at the end of September 2013, the latest date for which figures are available stood at 
9,188, broken down into 7,379 Army, 784 Air Corps and 1,025 Naval Service.  Within the figure 
of 9,188, 560 (or 6.09%) are women.  The attached tables contain the above mentioned strength, 
broken down into Army, Naval Service and Air Corps by gender and rank groupings. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the strength figures for September 2013 have been calcu-
lated on the basis of actual numbers serving on that date, excluding those members who are on 
secondment to, and being paid by other organisations, or on career breaks.  All future strength 
figures will be calculated on this basis.

STRENGTH OF THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE

30-Sep-13

 - LT MAJ BRIG COL LT COM-
DT

CAPT LT TO-
TAL

SM BQ
MS

CS CQ
MS

SG
TS

CP
LS

TOTAL PTES CA-
DETS

TOTAL

 - GEN GEN GEN - COL - - - OF-
FRS

 - - - - - - NCOS - - - 

ARMY 1 1 4 35 101 250 285 259 936 29 33 110 162 898 1291 2523 3878 42 7379

AIR 
CORPS

 - - 1 2 14 30 60 32 139 8 4 48 14 126 160 360 268 17 784

NAVAL 
SER-
VICE

- - 1 2 13 43 56 47 162 6 7 71 15 168 148 415 433 15 1025

TOTAL 1 1 6 39 128 323 401 338 1237 43 44 229 191 1192 1599 3298 4579 74 9188

STRENGTH OF FEMALES IN THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE

30-Sep-13

- LT MAJ BRIG COL LT COM-
DT

CAPT LT TO-
TAL

SM BQ
MS

CS CQ
MS

SG
TS

CP
LS

TO-
TAL

PTES CA-
DETS

TOTAL
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- GEN GEN GEN - COL - - - OF-
FRS

- - - - - - NCOS - - - 

ARMY  - - - - 2 26 41 43 112 - - 1 1 42 116 160 189 4 465

AIR 
CORPS

 -  -  -  -   - 2 2 4 1  -  -  - 6 10 17 7  - 28

NAVAL 
SER-
VICE

 -  -  -  -  -  6 12 10 28   -   -  -  - 2 10 12 26 1 67

TOTAL  -  -  -  - 2 32 55 55 144  1  - 1 1 50 136 189 222 5 560

STRENGTH OF MALES IN THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE

30-Sep-13

  - LT MAJ BRIG COL LT COM-
DT

CAPT LT TO-
TAL

SM BQ
MS

CS CQ
MS

SG
TS

CP
LS

TOTAL PTES CA-
DETS

TOTAL

  - GEN GEN GEN COL  - - - OF-
FRS

- - - - - - NCOS - - - 

ARMY 1 1 4 35 99 224 244 216 824 29 33 109 161 856 1175 2363 3689 38 6914

AIR 
CORPS

 - - 1 2 14 30 58 30 135 7 4 48 14 120 150 343 261 17 756

NAVAL 
SER-
VICE

 - - 1 2 13 37 44 37 134 6 7 71 15 166 138 403 407 14 958

TOTAL 1 1 6 39 126 291 346 283 1093 42 44 228 190 1142 1463 3109 4357 69 8628

Defence Forces Reserve Strength

05/11/2013WROO01200847. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the current strength of the 
Reserve Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46318/13]

05/11/2013WROO01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The military authorities have informed me 
that while the re-organisation of the Reserve Defence Force following publication of the Value 
For Money (VFM) Review is at an advanced stage of implementation, it is not yet fully com-
plete.  Re-assignment offers have been made to individual members.  However, members have 
the right to appeal these offers and I understand that a number of individuals have done so.  In 
this context and with movement of personnel ongoing, the Deputy will appreciate it is not pos-
sible for me to provide accurate data in respect of the statistical information for the current year 
at this time.  I can assure the Deputy that, once the re-assignment process is complete, I will 
provide the information directly to him.  

European Council Meetings

05/11/2013WROO01400848. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence when the next meeting of 
EU Defence Ministers will take place; the agenda for same if decided; his priorities for it; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46319/13]

05/11/2013WROO01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The next Foreign Affairs Council in De-
fence Ministers format will take place in Brussels on 18th and 19th November.  The provisional 
agenda for the meeting was circulated last week.  The first session will take place on 18th No-
vember with a joint meeting of Foreign Affairs and Defence Ministers who will be presented 
with the opportunity to discuss Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) Council Conclu-
sions in view of the upcoming European Council meeting on defence in December 2013.  At 
this meeting, Heads of States and Governments will discuss defence issues for the first time in 
five years.  On the 19th November the European Defence Agency (EDA) Steering Board meet-
ing in Defence Ministers format will take place.  This session will primarily focus on the EDA’s 
input to European Council discussions in December.
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The final session will focus on CSDP Missions and Operations.  At this session, the Opera-
tion and Mission Commanders of the four ongoing EU military missions will brief Defence 
Ministers on the current state of play regarding their missions.  These are Operation ALTHEA 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina; Operation EUNAVFOR ATALANTA the EU’s anti-piracy mari-
time mission off the coast of Somalia; and the EU Training Missions in Mali and Somalia 
(EUTM Mali and EUTM Somalia).

I am of the view that CSDP needs to reinvigorated and that the processes and mechanisms of 
CSDP need to be made more efficient and effective.  We also need political commitment at the 
highest level to the development and provision by the Member States of capabilities for CSDP 
operations and an effective industrial and technology base to deliver those capabilities.  I look 
forward to the European Council discussions in December, which I expect will provide strong 
support and political direction to the continuing development and evolution of a credible, ef-
fective and operational CSDP.  

05/11/2013WROO01550Defence Forces Representative Organisations

05/11/2013WROO01600849. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will report on his atten-
dance at the PDFORRA conference; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46320/13]

05/11/2013WROO01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  Last month, I accepted the invitation ex-
tended to me by PDFORRA’s National Executive to attend their twenty second Annual Dele-
gate Conference, held this year in Wexford.  While there, I addressed delegates on a wide range 
of issues.  These included the preparation of the new White Paper on Defence; the significant 
reorganisational reforms over the last twelve months; the participation of PDFORRA in the 
Haddington Road Agreement negotiations; investment in new equipment and the broader inter-
national context in which Ireland’s Defence policy sits.  The Delegates responded positively to 
my address and extended to me and my officials every courtesy while in attendance at Confer-
ence.  I also heard the issues and concerns of PDFORRA, as expressed by their General Sec-
retary in his address to Conference.  I left the PDFORRA Conference greatly heartened by the 
constructive attitude shown by the Association, its President, Executive and General Officers.  
I look forward to the continued positive and constructive engagement of PDFORRA, on behalf 
of their members.  

Overseas Missions

05/11/2013WROO01800850. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of overseas 
missions in which the Defence Forces are currently involved; the number of personnel involved 
in each mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46321/13]

05/11/2013WROO01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  As of 1 November 2013, Ireland is con-
tributing approximately 560 Defence Forces personnel to 14 different missions throughout the 
world.  Full details of all personnel currently serving overseas are listed in the tabular statement 
attached.  The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently de-
ployed are the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 356 personnel, includ-
ing the Deputy Force Commander.  The joint Irish/Finnish Battalion is tasked primarily with 
patrolling, reconnaissance and occupying static posts while operating in close coordination and 
cooperation with the Lebanese Armed Forces in Sector West of UNIFIL’s area of operations.

Other missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the EU Train-
ing Mission (EUTM) Somalia with eight (8) personnel, including the Mission Commander; 
the EU Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali) with eight (8) personnel; the EUFOR mission 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina with seven (7) personnel who are based at mission headquarters in 
Sarajevo; the NATO-led international security presence (KFOR) in Kosovo with twelve (12) 
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personnel based in the mission Headquarters; and the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan with seven (7) personnel who are based in the mission Headquarters in 
Kabul.  Ireland also contributes 24 observers and staff to various United Nations and OSCE 
missions and 16 other personnel to staff appointments at UN, EU and OSCE headquarters.

The most recent deployment overseas was in response to a United Nations request and 
resulted in the deployment of the 43rd Infantry Group to United Nations Disengagement Ob-
server Force (UNDOF) on the Golan Heights in Syria.  This deployment was successfully com-
pleted on 28 September 2013.  The 43rd Infantry Group is tasked primarily to serve as the Force 
Mobile Reserve within the UNDOF Area of Responsibility.  A total of 118 Defence Forces 
personnel are currently serving with UNDOF, including four (4) personnel who were deployed 
to UNDOF earlier this year for service at the Mission Headquarters.  

 Also, at the request of the United Nations and following Government approval, four (4) 
members of the Permanent Defence Force deployed for service with the United Nations Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS) in South Sudan in August 2013.  Their role is to provide a specialist 
training team on Conventional Munitions Disposal (CMD), mine and specialist search aware-
ness to South Sudan Police personnel.

The current contribution of some 560 personnel to overseas missions reflects the Govern-
ment’s continued commitment to our responsibilities in the area of international peace and 
security.

MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE SERVING OVERSEAS AS OF 
01 NOVEMER 2013

1. UN MISSIONS

Personnel Amount
UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon) HQ

16

UNIFIL 108th Infantry Battalion 332
UNIFIL Sector West HQ 8
UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision 
Organisation) Israel & Syria

13

MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara)

3

MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo)

3

UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory 
Coast)

2

UNDOF (United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force) Golan Heights Syria

118

UNMAS (United Nations Mine Action Ser-
vice) South Sudan

4

TOTAL 499

UN MANDATED MISSIONS
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Personnel Amount
EUFOR (EU led Operation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina)

7

EUTM Somalia (EU led Training Mission) 8
EUTM Mali (EU led Training Mission) 8
KFOR (International Security Presence in 
Kosovo) HQ

12

ISAF (International Security Assistance 
Force in Afghanistan)

7

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL 
SERVING WITH UN MISSIONS

541

2. ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)

Personnel Amount
OSCE Mission to Bosnia & Herzegovina 2
OSCE Mission in Belgrade – Serbia 1
Staff Officer, High Level Planning Group Vienna 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING OSCE 4

3. EU MILITARY STAFF

Personnel Amount
Brussels 5

4. MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES/ADVISERS/STAFF

Personnel Amount
Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to 
UN, New York

1

Military Adviser Irish delegation to OSCE, 
Vienna

1

Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 3
Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brus-
sels)

2

EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
Irish Liaison Officer to SHAPE & Military 
Co-Op Division, Mons, Belgium

1

European Defence Agency (EDA) Brussels 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORC-
ES PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS

560

Defence Forces Recruitment

05/11/2013WROO02000851. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces will be 
taking on additional recruits in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46322/13]
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05/11/2013WROO02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  I am advised by the Military Authorities that 
the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, at 30 September 2013, the latest date for which 
details are available, was 9,188 comprising 7,379 Army, 784 Air Corps and 1,025 Naval Service 
personnel.  These figures do not include 80 members of the PDF who are currently on career 
breaks or on leave of absence.  As the Permanent Defence Force is currently below the agreed 
stabilised strength of 9,500, it is my intention that targeted recruitment will continue within the 
resource envelope allocated to Defence.  To this end, general service recruitment recommenced 
in September 2013, from the existing competition panels, from which it is expected there will 
be an intake of approximately 400 recruits.  In addition 20 Apprentices for the Air Corps and 15 
Engine Room Artificers for the Naval Service are due to be recruited from current competitions.  
It is my intention that targeted recruitment will continue in 2014, within the resource envelope 
allocated to Defence, in order to maintain the stabilised strength of the Permanent Defence 
Force.  With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, it is intended to 
retain the capacity of the Defence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and to undertake 
the tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas.   

05/11/2013WROO02150Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WROO02200852. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide, in 
tabular form, the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s budget 2014 
reductions to expenditure.  [47074/13]

05/11/2013WROO02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The expenditure details requested in re-
spect of my Department are outlined in the following table: 

Gross Expenditure 2013 Estimate €000 2014 Estimate €000 Change €000
Vote 36  (Defence) 680,432 676,652 -3,780
Vote 35 (Army Pensions) 214,812 220,990 + 6,178

The 2014 expenditure provision for Vote 36 (Defence) shows a reduction of some €3.8m for 
the year, compared with the corresponding provision for 2013.

The 2014 provision for Vote 35 (Army Pensions) shows an increase of some €6.2m for the 
year over the 2013 provision.  (Expenditure on Army Pensions is non discretionary and the ad-
ditional provision is required due to the increasing number of Army Pensioners in recent years).

Environmental Regulations

05/11/2013WROO02400853. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) in County Wexford can sell new tractors imported from Poland here 
with a 3A Emissions Certification; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46197/13]

05/11/2013WROO02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  EU Direc-
tive 2003/37/EC sets down type-approval manufacturing standards for agricultural or forestry 
tractors.  Standards with regard to emissions of certain gaseous and particulate pollutants by 
engines aimed to power agricultural or forestry tractors are laid down in a number of further EU 
Directives.  In this regard the basic legislation is EU Directive 2000/25/EC.

Emission standards are banded in tiers or stages: I, II, III, IV and so on and are primarily 
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specified according to engine family, with rules specific to certain tractor categories and dura-
tion of validity for each tier. 

With regard to the importation of tractors or placing on the market of existing supplies, the 
importer or dealer should seek verification from the manufacturer that the type approval certi-
fication for the relevant vehicles complies with all relevant EU directives in force concerning 
placing on the market of such tractors.  The onus is on the manufacturer to provide the type 
approval certification.

05/11/2013WROO02550Rural Development Policy

05/11/2013WROO02600854. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for Exchequer co-financing of the Common Agricultural Policy from 2014; if provision 
has been made in the multi-annual estimate for 50:50 funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46469/13]

05/11/2013WROO02700921. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when final decisions will be made on the rural development programme 2014-2020; the level 
of co-financing that will be provided for this programme by his Department; the percentage 
co-funding under EU rules that attaches to each sub measure; the percentage co-funding being 
proposed by his Department under each sub-measure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46569/13]

05/11/2013WROO02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 854 and 921 together. 

Work is currently ongoing to design the new Rural Development Programme (RDP) for the 
period from 2014–2020.  In designing the new RDP, my Department must take account of a 
range of requirements set out in the draft Rural Development Regulation and the need to sup-
port key policy aims for the agri-food sector.  

The draft Rural Development Regulation sets out a menu of possible measures for the new 
RDP, including a compulsory Agri Environment Climate Scheme, a Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme, On Farm Investment Schemes, funding for training and knowledge transfer, and fund-
ing for farm and business development.  Co funding rates vary between the different measures.  
Article 65 of the draft Regulation sets the maximum European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development Fund (EAFRD) contribution at 53%.  There are a number of derogations to this, 
including that the maximum EAFRD contribution shall be

- 80% for measures under the articles dealing with knowledge transfer and information, 
producer groups, co-operation, business start up for young farmers, and LEADER, and

- 75% for operations contributing to the objectives of environment and climate change miti-
gation under the articles dealing with investment in physical assets, afforestation and creation 
of woodland, the establishment of agroforestry systems, agri-environment and climate, organic 
farming, Natura 2000 and the water framework directive, areas of natural constraint and for-
estry environment and climate services and forestry conservation.

Final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the new RDP have not yet 
been made.  Work is continuing on designing the new RDP on the basis of the requirements 
set out in the draft Regulation, and as part of this process my Department is in ongoing contact 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the overall financing that 
will be required.  I expect to make decisions in relation to the RDP by the end of this year, and 
to submit a draft programme to the Commission in early 2014.
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Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO02900855. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45609/13]

05/11/2013WROO03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment in respect of 
which is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO03100856. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to have disadvantaged area payment paid to a person (details supplied) in 
County Longford as same is being held up due to digitisation problems; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45616/13]

05/11/2013WROO03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 8 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised 
with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries 
arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies were recorded in rela-
tion to cattle identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 1% penalty.  The person 
named was notified of this decision on 26 August 2013.  The person named was also informed 
of the right to seek a review of this decision.  In the event that the person named is dissatisfied 
with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office within 3 months.

Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO03300857. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45634/13]

05/11/2013WROO03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The per-
son named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 25 
April 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the 
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area found, resulting in an over-declaration in area of less than 2 hectares.  Based on the Terms 
and Conditions of the schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area.  
The person named will be notified of this decision shortly and of their right to seek a review of 
the decision. 

During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies were recorded in rela-
tion to cattle identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 3% penalty.  The person 
named was notified of this decision on 16 September 2013.  The person named was also in-
formed of their right to see a review of this decision. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of any review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months. 

Payments due under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
issued on 1st November, directly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO03500858. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45647/13]

05/11/2013WROO03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 12th May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes 
require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligi-
bility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection).  As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were subsequently sent 
for ground inspection.  The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results are being 
finalised with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that 
any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO03700859. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45648/13]

05/11/2013WROO03800860. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a payment under the disadvantaged area scheme will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45650/13]

05/11/2013WROO03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 859 and 860 together.

An application under the Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from 
the person named on 14 May 2013.  Processing of this application has recently been finalised 
with payment due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.
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Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO04000861. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
for the reduction in the single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45668/13]

05/11/2013WROO04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An Appli-
cation under the 2013 Single Farm Payment Scheme was received from the person named in 
my Department on 2nd May 2013.  The 2013 payment issued to the nominated bank account 
of the person named based on a reduced claimed area.  This was discovered following a LPIS 
review in 2012.  Officials from my Department will be in direct contact with the person named 
to explain the matter in detail.

Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WROO04200862. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 486 of 8 October 2013, when this person will receive 
communication from his Department; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45671/13]

05/11/2013WROO04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 6th May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes 
require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligi-
bility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for inspection via Remote Sensing (satel-
lite imagery).  The inspection and related processes have been completed.  The person named 
was informed of a number of over claims on parcels listed on the application in a letter dated 
23rd October.

The payments due issued to the person named under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged 
Areas Schemes issued on 24th and 25th of October respectively.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP00200863. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45713/13]

05/11/2013WRPP00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was 
recently finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named. 

05/11/2013WRPP00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP00400864. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of farmers in each county who are receiving a single farm payment in respect of 
commonages; the number of farmers in each county who have had their payments withdrawn 
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or reduced following inspections by his Department officials in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; 
the average payment to farmers in each county at present; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45683/13]

05/11/2013WRPP00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data re-
quested by the Deputy relating to payments to SPS applicants who have claimed commonages 
is set out in tabular form for 2011, 2012 and 2013 and the average total advance payment to 
each farmer in 2013 to date.

COUNTY 2011 Paid 2012  Paid 2013  Paid AVG Paid 2013
CARLOW 175 172 143 €5,985.01
CAVAN 131 132 108 €3,591.62
CLARE 370 368 340 €5,262.66
CORK 925 920 850 €4,199.83
DONEGAL 2,411 2,434 2,179 €2,714.78
DUBLIN 40 39 37 €2,202.26
GALWAY 2,475 2,437 2,077 €2,430.31
KERRY 1,816 1,821 1,574 €4,205.28
KILDARE 55 57 44 €10,491.53
KILKENNY 36 36 31 €6,870.05
LAOIS 100 97 92 €6,262.67
LEITRIM 438 440 373 €3,864.60
LIMERICK 55 56 41 €4,668.77
LONGFORD 62 63 58 €4,040.80
LOUTH 164 165 145 €3,233.12
MAYO 3,031 3,019 2,690 €2,603.84
MEATH 14 15 11 €5,206.62
MONAGHAN 3 3 3 €9,929.89
OFFALY 42 38 32 €5,540.83
ROSCOMMON 156 155 140 €4,290.87
SLIGO 461 456 403 €4,018.26
TIPPERARY 313 309 260 €8,855.78
WATERFORD 181 174 154 €9,641.90
WESTMEATH 27 26 22 €3,515.24
WEXFORD 105 103 90 €7,226.24
WICKLOW 324 316 272 €6,737.62

The material relating to the number of farmers in each county who have had their payments 
withdrawn or reduced following inspections of commonages by officials of my Department in 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 is not as yet available and it will be provided to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRPP00550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP00600865. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the appeals procedure that is applied in the event of a farmer having their single farm payment 
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reduced or withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45684/13]

05/11/2013WRPP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Under the 
Direct Aid Schemes, farmers are obliged to declare only eligible land when making their ap-
plications, are to exclude ineligible features, such as roads, buildings, dense scrub, etc.  These 
claims are then recorded on my Department’s Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS).  Given 
the importance of the LPIS database in underpinning direct aid payments worth in excess of 
€1.5 billion annually, my Department is obliged under EU Regulations to ensure its accuracy, 
which is done on an ongoing basis via ground inspections, remotely via satellite imagery, re-
view of ortho-photography and by the corrections and adjustments made by individual farmers.

Following consultation with the EU Commission, as part of the normal Clearance of Ac-
counts process, my Department was requested to undertake a complete review of the LPIS 
database.  This process is currently underway.  It has proven necessary to adjust land parcels 
where it was established that some ineligible features had been included. 

While farmers have the normal course of appeal within my Department in the first instance, 
mindful of the impact on some individuals, I decided to establish a dedicated Appeals Commit-
tee, to allow for further, independent, review. 

It is appropriate that provision be made for an independent appeals process, in order that 
those, whose appeals are initially not successful, may be afforded the opportunity to appeal my 
Department’s decision. I am very pleased to say that Mr Padraig Gibbons, Chairman of Aurivo 
(formerly known as Connacht Gold), has agreed to chair the new Appeals Committee, which 
will also comprise of Appeals Officers from the Agriculture Appeals Office in Portlaoise.   This 
new Appeals Committee will deal with appeals from farmers in an independent, fair and com-
prehensive manner.

05/11/2013WRPP00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP00800866. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a satellite inspection of land has been concluded in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; the outcome of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45721/13]

05/11/2013WRPP00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 8th May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes 
require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligi-
bility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection).  As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection.  The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results are being finalised 
with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries 
arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

05/11/2013WRPP00950Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP01000867. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a headage payment will issue a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [45746/13]

05/11/2013WRPP01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 13 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the intention of is-
suing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise officials in my 
Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP01200868. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cavan will receive their disadvantaged area pay-
ment and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45780/13]

05/11/2013WRPP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The per-
son named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area 
Schemes on 10th May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes 
require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligi-
bility inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

In order to meet the EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  The application was initially examined via remote sensing (Satel-
lite Inspection).  As over claims were determined on some parcels, these were sent for ground 
inspection.  The ground inspection has now been carried out and the results are being finalised 
with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries 
arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRPP01400869. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the impact of the proposed pylons and overhead powerlines on the agriculture, live-
stock and blood stock industry in south Tipperary in view of the numerous studies highlighting 
the negative impact of overhead lines on these industries where bloodstock in particular are 
well known to react negatively in the vicinity of such lines; if his Department has made a sub-
mission to the Eirgrid’s Gridlink project consultation process highlighting the possible negative 
impact on these important industries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45825/13]

05/11/2013WRPP01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Ireland is the 
4th largest breeder of thoroughbred horses in the world, and the industry makes a significant 
contribution to rural employment and the economy generally.  I have regular contact with the 
sector and I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to its growth and development as a flag-
ship industry for Ireland, including through the development of overseas markets for the sector 
in places like China and the Gulf States.  

My Department has no function in relation to the proposed new pylons and high voltage 
power line, nor has it made any submission to Eirgrid’s Gridlink Project public consultation 
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process.  

05/11/2013WRPP01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP01600870. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive their single farm payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45834/13]

05/11/2013WRPP01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Payment 
in respect of the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was made on 29 October 2013, directly to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

Beef Technology Adoption Programme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP01800871. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a timeframe as to when a payment will be received for the beef technology 
adoption programme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45839/13]

05/11/2013WRPP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  In order to 
qualify for the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme, applicants were required to have 
satisfied one of the following criteria:

-   Farmers with suckler cows must be current participants in the Suckler Cow Welfare 
Scheme (AWRBS), that is, they must have received payments under the Scheme on 2010 
born calves and have applied to participate in ICBF HerdPlus prior to applying for the Pro-
gramme.  

- Beef farmers without a suckler herd must have applied to participate in ICBF HerdPlus prior 
to applying for the Programme.  Any farmer finishing animals to slaughter must have ap-
plied for membership of the Beef Quality Assurance Scheme (BQAS) before the application 
date for this Programme and must be a member of the scheme by 31 October 2012.  He/she 
must also have finished a minimum of 15 cattle to slaughter in 2011. 

  While the person named does not have a suckler herd, he was initially eligible to participate 
in the Programme on the basis of the of the number of animals slaughtered; however, as he was 
subsequently confirmed as not being a certified member of the Beef Quality Assurance Scheme 
(BQAS), he was ineligible for payment under 2012 BTAP.  He was notified accordingly by let-
ter dated 27 June 2013.

Felling Licences Applications

05/11/2013WRPP02000872. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason he proposes to have a limit of 15 cu. m imposed on farmers who wish to cut timber 
for their own use; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45850/13]

05/11/2013WRPP02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The provi-
sion in the Bill providing for an exemption from the felling licence requirement for up to 15 
cubic meters of timber annually is restricted to trees growing on the holding that are outside of a 
forest, are not in a decorative avenue or ring of trees and, importantly, are for use exclusively on 
the holding.  The exemption is not intended to provide for the supply of timber off the holding 
without the requirement to apply for a felling licence.
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Aquaculture Licences Applications

05/11/2013WRPP02200873. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding two applications for an aquaculture and foreshore licences (details supplied) 
in County Cork; when he expects the applications to be processed and the applicant informed 
of the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45923/13]

05/11/2013WRPP02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Two appli-
cations were made to my Department by the applicant on May and June 2012 for aquaculture 
licences to cultivate oysters on sites in outer Bantry Bay. 

In accordance with standard procedures the applications are currently under consideration 
by my Department under the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 
Foreshore Act.

The applications have been circulated to my Department’s technical and scientific advisors 
for assessment and comment.

On foot of the process a number of issues have arisen which have required further ongo-
ing correspondence with the applicant regarding these issues. My Department is awaiting a 
response from the applicant in relation to the issues raised.

05/11/2013WRPP02350Single Payment Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRPP02400874. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a single farm payment application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45952/13]

05/11/2013WRPP02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Farm Payment Scheme was received from the named person in my 
Department on 13th May 2013.  Under the Terms and Conditions of the Single Farm Payment 
Scheme applicants under the Scheme must possess entitlements before payment can issue.  My 
Department has no record of entitlements under the herd number of the person named.

Afforestation Programme

05/11/2013WRPP02600875. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
payments will be made under the 2013 disadvantaged area based payment and the 2013 single 
farm payment on lands that were planted with forestry in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45953/13]

05/11/2013WRPP02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Under the 
provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 73/2009, land, which was afforested in 2013, is eli-
gible to activate payment entitlements under the Single Payment Scheme and to benefit from 
payment provided that the following criteria are met by applicants:

- The land to be afforested was declared under the 2008 Single Payment Scheme (SPS) and 
was eligible for payment. 

- The applicant who declared that land was paid under the 2008 Single Payment Scheme and 
the land was eligible to draw down an SPS payment.
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- Applicants who afforest part of their holding and wish to benefit from the Single Payment, 
must retain at least 10% of the eligible hectares declared in 2008 (by the applicant or his prede-
cessor) in an agricultural activity subject to a minimum of 3 hectares. 

- The afforested land meets all the requirements of the Afforestation Grant and Premium 
Scheme, FEPS or the Native Woodland Establishment Scheme.

- Eligible forestry parcels that are declared on SPS applications to activate entitlements will 
also be subject to cross-compliance requirements.

Afforested land is not eligible for payment under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP02800876. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the disadvantaged area scheme for 2013 will be paid to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; if any reduction in 
stocking levels under his agri-environment option scheme 3 plan has been taken into consider-
ation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45954/13]

05/11/2013WRPP02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Payment has 
not yet issued to the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme as the holding 
has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.  As soon as the hold-
ing concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further processed 
with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter. 

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP03000877. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a disadvantaged area scheme payment application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45982/13]

05/11/2013WRPP03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Payment has 
not yet issued to the person named under the 2012 or 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme as the 
holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.  Applicants 
must own, possess, hold and maintain livestock in order for them to be considered eligible for 
stocking purpose.  While medical evidence has been received and considered, further process-
ing revealed that a large number of animals were moved on to the holding of the person named 
through feedlot movement, as these animals were maintained on the holding but not in the own-
ership of the person named, they cannot be considered for stocking purposes.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRPP03200878. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an agri-environment options scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45989/13]

05/11/2013WRPP03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st September 2010 and full payments have issued in respect of the 2010, 2011 and 
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2012 Scheme years. 

Payments for the 2013 Scheme year will commence when the administrative checks, includ-
ing the cross check against the Land Parcel Identification System, have been carried out on all 
applications.  These checks must be successfully completed before payment can issue to any 
individual farmer.  These administrative checks are well underway and I anticipate payments 
will commence issuing this month.

05/11/2013WRPP03350Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP03400879. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [45990/13]

05/11/2013WRPP03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 23 April 
2013.  The processing of this application has recently been finalised and payment issued di-
rectly to the nominated bank account of the person named on 1st November.

05/11/2013WRPP03550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP03600880. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45993/13]

05/11/2013WRPP03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Under the 
Single Payment Scheme the person named made an application to the National Reserve and 
was successfully allocated €5,275.87.  As the person named did not hold entitlements in his 
own right this monetary amount was topped up onto entitlements he had leased in from another 
farmer.  When the lease expired on 31st December 2012, the original value of the entitlements 
reverted to the other farmer, and the National Reserve allocation remained in the account of the 
person named as a reference amount under the 2013 scheme year. 

In 2013 the person named submitted an application to lease in 30.09 entitlements.  This 
application was successful and 50% advance payment issued on these entitlements on 16th Oc-
tober 2013.  The National Reserve reference amount has now been re-applied as a top up to the 
leased in entitlements and payment on this allocation will issue along with the remaining 50% 
of the leased in entitlements in December 2013. 

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP03800881. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details pro-
vided) in Co. Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45995/13]

05/11/2013WRPP03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment in respect of 
which is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRPP03950Single Payment Scheme Appeals

05/11/2013WRPP04000882. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason area aid and single farm payment has been withdrawn in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46021/13]

05/11/2013WRPP04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged 
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Areas Scheme revealed over-claims in respect of three of the land parcels declared by the per-
son named.  The person named was notified of this error by letter dated 21 September 2013.   
The letter maps of the relevant land parcels and information on how the person named could 
seek a review of this decision. To date, no response has been received. 

In the meantime, payments have recently issued to the nominated bank account of the per-
son named on the revised eligible area.  Should the person named appeal the decision regarding 
the over-claims and should that appeal be successful, then supplementary payments will, of 
course, be made.

05/11/2013WRPP04150Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRPP04200883. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when area 
aid and single farm payments will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46035/13]

05/11/2013WRPP04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Farm Payment Scheme was received from the named person in my 
Department on 14th May 2013.  Following processing an error was identified in respect of one 
land parcel declared on the application of the named person.  The matter has now been resolved 
and payment will issue to the nominated bank account of the named person in the coming days. 

05/11/2013WRQQ00150Forestry Grants

05/11/2013WRQQ00200884. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their first grant and premium 
forestry payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46046/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): When this 
application for payment under the Afforestation Scheme was being processed it was noted from 
the ownership document that part of the lands were subject to turbary rights.  These rights 
should have been identified to the Department when the initial application for pre-approval was 
submitted.  The forestry grant and premium payments cannot be released until such time as the 
turbary issue is resolved.  My Department is in contact with the person concerned in relation to 
the matter.

05/11/2013WRQQ00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ00400885. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46047/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme was recently finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank 
account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ00600886. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding disadvantaged area payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46049/13]
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05/11/2013WRQQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 21 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRQQ00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ00800887. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged area payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46050/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 21 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRQQ00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ01000888. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the delay with the payment of a disadvantaged area scheme payment in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal has been resolved; when payment will issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46053/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment in respect of 
which is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ01150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRQQ01200889. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the practice of farmers whose lease expires on rented lands and who con-
tinue to claim area aid payments on said lands; the sanctions he will impose on a person who is 
identified as involved in this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46061/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applicants 
under the Single Payment Scheme are required, inter alia, to declare all land being farmed and 
are advised as follows in the Terms and Conditions: ‘You are legally required to declare ALL of 
the land that will form part of your holding for a period including 31 May 2013, excluding any 
land that you have leased OUT or rented OUT for any period that includes 31 May 2013.  The 
person declaring the land on the Single Payment application will be held responsible for any 
non-compliance with the Statutory Management Requirements under Cross Compliance or any 
failure to maintain the lands declared in Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition for 
the period 1 January to 31 December 2013.  Lands declared as agricultural land must be main-
tained as such until 31December 2013, unless afforested – under the Afforestation Aid Scheme.  
Any change in the status of declared agricultural land must be notified in writing to the Single 
Payment Unit of the Department’.

Where non-compliances are found in relation to the above farmers will incur penalties in ac-
cordance with the scheme Terms and Conditions.  In addition, I have implemented Regulations, 
which make it an offence for an applicant to knowingly make a false declaration.  It is also an 
offence for a person to assist an applicant to commit an offence under the Regulations.  Scheme 
applicants are advised to familiarise themselves with the European Communities (Direct Sup-
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port Schemes) Offences and Control Regulations S.I. No 115 of 2002.

05/11/2013WRQQ01350Afforestation Programme

05/11/2013WRQQ01400890. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will issue in respect of an application to plant forestry in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46071/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion by the person named under the Afforestation Scheme encompasses lands that are almost 
entirely located within a Special Protection Area (SPA) designated for the protection of the hen 
harrier.  For this reason, it has not been possible to finalise the processing of the application.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht are commencing the development of a Threat Response Plan (TRP) for the con-
servation of hen harriers.  The plan is expected to take approximately two years to complete and 
forestry will form a significant element of the Plan.  The Forest Service will be liaising closely 
with the NPWS in the formulation of the TRP on aspects relating to afforestation, felling and 
replanting.  It is also understood that the NPWS will engage in a formal public consultation 
process in relation to the Plan, which it will announce at the appropriate time.

As development of the TRP progresses, and in advance of its completion, opportunities may 
arise – possibly in late 2014 - to pursue an interim arrangement to allow for the limited issuing 
of afforestation approvals in some hen harrier SPAs.  Until then, the Forest Service will not be 
in a position to approve any afforestation projects within these SPAs.

05/11/2013WRQQ01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ01600891. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received their area based payments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46078/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 9 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the intention of is-
suing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my 
Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ01750Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRQQ01800892. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the name, qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. 
[46080/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In response 
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to the Deputy’s question, I have detailed below the information requested in respect of political 
staff appointed by me.  Additional information relating to staff appointed by me is laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas upon their appointment.

Name Title Current Salary  
Ross MacMathúna (from 16/01/2012 to date) Special Adviser €103,200
Aine Kilroy (from 18/4/2011 – to date) Special Adviser €81,676
Catriona Fitzpatrick (from 09/03/2011 - to date) Political Adviser €51,365
Mary Hartnett (from 09/03/2011 – to date) Personal Secretary €47,755

05/11/2013WRQQ01950Single Payment Scheme Appeals

05/11/2013WRQQ02000893. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal against 100% penalty on a single farm payment in respect of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46137/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 11 April 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration in area of greater than 20%.  Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Single Payment Scheme this results in a nil payment in respect of 
2013.  The applicant was notified of this decision on 13th September 2013.

The person named has appealed this decision and this request for a review is currently being 
examined.  The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as possible.  
In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision 
can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

05/11/2013WRQQ02150Forestry Grants

05/11/2013WRQQ02200894. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of a forestry premium-headage payment will be made to a person (details supplied) in 
County Westmeath where all maintenance work has been carried out and verified to his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46164/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appli-
cant’s plantation is not of the standard required under the afforestation scheme.  Therefore, the 
second instalment of the afforestation grant cannot be paid until the standard has been achieved.  
A letter was issued to the applicant on 7th June 2011indicating the remedial works to be under-
taken and the works were reported as completed.  However, on inspection, it was found that the 
works were not completed and a second remedial works letter issued to the applicant on 23rd 
October 2013.  This letter specified that the works must be satisfactorily completed within one 
month.

It is Forest Service policy that, where a plantation does not achieve the required standard, 
annual forestry premiums will be not be paid beyond the sixth premium until the plantation is 
at the required standard.  This owner’s applications for his 2012 (7th) and 2013 (8th) premiums 
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are on file and both can be paid once the second instalment of the grant has been approved and 
paid.  Payment in respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named on 24 September 2013.

05/11/2013WRQQ02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ02400895. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department received equine passports from a person (details supplied) in County Galway in 
respect of their 2013 disadvantaged area based scheme; if these passports have been examined 
in the context of the applicant’s minimum stocking density requirement; and when payment is 
likely to issue to the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46209/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The equine 
passports in question have been received, noted and returned to the person named.  These con-
firmed that the holding of the person named satisfied the minimum stocking density require-
ments of the 2013 Disadvantaged Area Scheme, payment in respect of which is due to issue 
shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ02550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ02600896. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cavan will receive their disadvantaged area and 
single farm payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46221/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/ Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme was received from the per-
son named on 6th March 2013.  The processing of this application has recently been finalised 
and payments issued under both schemes directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named on 29th October.

05/11/2013WRQQ02750Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ02800897. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46294/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment will issue 
shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ02950Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ03000898. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 disadavantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46296/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 12 
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March 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the area found, resulting in 
an over-declaration in area of between 3% and 20%.  Based on the Terms and Conditions of the 
schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area having being reduced 
by double the difference between the area found and the area claimed.

The person named will be notified of this decision shortly and of their right to seek a re-
view of the decision.  In the event that the person named in dissatisfied with the outcome of the 
review, the decision can be appealed to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 
months.  Processing of payments under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged 
Areas’ Scheme have recently been finalised on the basis set out above and will shortly issue to 
the nominated bank account of person named.

05/11/2013WRQQ03150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ03200899. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all 
outstanding headage payments for 2012 will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick. [46327/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, and who applied for and were refused derogation 
in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently 
chaired DAS Appeals Committee who advised of the option to pursue the matter with the Office 
of the Ombudsman.

05/11/2013WRQQ04350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ05400900. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding farm headage payments, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46348/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 23 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRQQ05550Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRQQ05600901. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a single farm payment and disadvantaged area payment will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46365/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 29 April 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
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prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection.  The ground eligibility inspection has been completed and the results are now being 
finalised with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that 
any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.  
During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies were recorded in relation to 
sheep identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 3% penalty.  The person named 
was notified of this decision on 14 October 2013.  The person named was also informed of the 
right to seek a review of this decision.  In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with 
the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals 
Office within 3 months.

05/11/2013WRQQ05750Harbour Authority Properties

05/11/2013WRQQ05800902. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has received correspondence from a person (details supplied) in County Dublin regarding the 
leasing of a premises for a vessel repair workshop on the west pier of Howth, County Dublin 
from his Department; and if he intends to respond to this person on this matter.  [46380/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has been engaged in correspondence with the person concerned in relation to the leasing 
of vacant properties at State owned Fishery Harbour Centres, including Howth.  As notified to 
him, the general principle in this regard is that properties are made available for lease by way of 
public competitive tendering process.  Such competitions are publicly advertised in a national 
and local newspaper, on my Department’s website and in prominent positions at the relevant 
Fishery Harbour Centre.

05/11/2013WRQQ05950Tax Reliefs Application

05/11/2013WRQQ06000903. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the enhanced 50% stock relief to farm partnerships in view of budget 
2013.  [46405/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): This measure 
was announced in Budget 2012 and provides for a 50% stock relief on income tax for partici-
pants in registered farm partnerships.  Before it could be introduced, the relief was subject to 
approval by the EU Commission under State Aid Rules.  It has been confirmed that over a 3 
year period the amount of relief that can be claimed under this measure, combined with a num-
ber of other schemes and measures in operation under the EU Agricultural de minimis Regula-
tion, is limited to €7,500.  The relief will now commence after the enactment of the Finance Bill 
giving effect to Budget 2014.

It should be noted that the higher 50% stock relief is only available to registered farm part-
nerships, which in the case of the 2012 tax year were those persons that participated in a regis-
tered Milk Production Partnership.

  Question No. 904 withdrawn.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRQQ06300905. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding an area based payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46411/13]

05/11/2013WRQQ06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was 
recently finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named.

05/11/2013WRRR00150Farm Improvement Scheme Issues

05/11/2013WRRR00200906. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider the reintroduction of a targeted farm drainage scheme as part of a farm improve-
ment works programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46434/13]

05/11/2013WRRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is a 
wide range of important issues to be examined in considering the introduction of a scheme for 
land drainage including policy, environmental, financial and administrative matters.  When the 
new policy framework for the next EU programming period is in place, I will be examining 
all options and opportunities to ensure that the maximum benefit is derived from the financial 
resources available.

05/11/2013WRRR00350Departmental Staff Data

05/11/2013WRRR00400907. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the staffing levels in the agricultural offices in Tralee over the past five years; the level of staff-
ing five years ago versus the level of staffing today in their cultural office on Spa Road, Tralee, 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46439/13]

05/11/2013WRRR00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As you may 
be aware there has been an extensive reorganisation of the Department’s local office structure 
in recent years which resulted in the reduction in the number of local offices from 58 to 16.  The 
Department has commenced implementation of a further review of the work in the remaining 
16 Regional Offices in order to maximise efficiencies and productivity in the use of resources 
through revised work practices and processes.  The review, which was completed earlier this 
year, concluded that, arising from the investment in technology and the substantial reduction in 
disease levels in recent years, there was significant scope for redeployment of administrative 
staff from local offices.

The review also made several recommendations aimed at improving business processes both 
within the local offices and in relation to the manner in which it implements various schemes, 
in particular the disease eradication schemes, with a view to reducing the administrative burden 
on farmers and the cost to the Department of administering these schemes.  The recommenda-
tions included, for example, that passports should no longer be taken up from restricted herds 
and that the practice of issuing movement permits for “clear” cattle in reactor herds should be 
discontinued.  Many of these recommendations have now been implemented and have further 
significantly reduced the number of the administrative staff needed in the local offices.

With regard to Tralee, my Department has taken the opportunity to recently redeploy the 
equivalent of 7 full time staff to Shared Payroll Services in Killarney.  Arising from the im-
provements in business processes referred to above and the very substantial reduction in disease 
levels, the number of administrative and clerical staff in Tralee has been reduced from 20.37 
full time equivalents (FTE) in 2008 to 10.6  FTE at present.  This policy fits in both with the 
Department’s objectives in driving efficiency and savings and also with the broad public service 
reform agenda which facilitates the re-deployment of staff from the local offices to other State 
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agencies and, thereby, enable the Government to provide services through these agencies more 
efficiently.

05/11/2013WRRR00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

05/11/2013WRRR00600908. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer in agri-environment option scheme 2 will be allowed amend their AEOS 2 plan follow-
ing the ending of the Twelve Bens-Maam Turk complex scheme to provide for extra stock on 
the mountain; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46444/13]

05/11/2013WRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
that the Twelve Bins/Maam Turk Complex Scheme, which the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice put in place for the purpose of regenerating these commonages, expires on 1st November, 
2013.  The future management of these commonage lands will now be considered in the wider 
context of the ongoing examination of issues relating to all Commonages.  This process will in-
volve the farmers directly managing the lands, relevant stakeholders, the farming organisations 
and all other interested stakeholders.  The aim is to achieve a practical solution which will en-
sure that the farmers actively farming these lands are protected and that the land is maintained 
or returned to good agricultural and environmental condition and that the requirements of the 
governing EU regulations are met.

05/11/2013WRRR00750Rural Environment Protection Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR00800909. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son for his decision that there will be no roll-over of REP scheme and no new agri-environment 
option scheme entrants in 2014, the only country in Europe to take this gap year, undermining 
farmers engaged in sustainable farming and placing huge pressure on rural communities and 
wildlife, despite the funding being available. [46452/13]

05/11/2013WRRR00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The REPS 
and AEOS Schemes are based on a 5 year commitment and payments to participating REPS 
and AEOS farmers will continue post 2014 until the expiry of their individual contracts.  While 
there are no plans to extend the current REPS 4 Scheme or to commence new AEOS contracts 
in 2014 I am pleased to say that some €184 million will be paid to farmers in REPS and AEOS 
in 2014.

The revised CAP 2014 – 2020 gives priority to agri-environment schemes and requires that 
the new Rural Development Plan must include an agri-environment scheme.  The process for 
the introduction of new schemes is well underway.  Under the current draft Rural Development 
Regulation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine must undertake an ex ante 
evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) a needs assessment, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) and an appropriate 
assessment (AA) in developing our Rural Development Programme.  An independent evaluator 
has been contracted to prepare the ex-ante evaluation report, SEA and AA and to advise on the 
SWOT analysis.

An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written submissions were received 
from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed by my Department and have 
fed into the development of the SWOT and needs analyses.  A second consultation was held in 
July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the draft SWOT and needs analyses.  
Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of the new programme is being advanced 



5 November 2013

563

in the Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.

  Question No. 910 withdrawn.

05/11/2013WRRR01025Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR01050911. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will indicate the position in respect of penalties of single farm payments and disadvantaged area 
scheme payments for farmers who spray or cut scrub and rushes and have a contractors’ receipt 
for these works; if these farmers reapply next year and if these works are carried out, if they 
will avoid penalties; if he will provide details of the total number of farmers penalised this year 
to date throughout the country and the total loss in income to these farmers; if he will provide 
specific figures for County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46499/13]

05/11/2013WRRR01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
be eligible under the Single Payment Scheme and other area based schemes, an applicant must 
ensure that all agricultural land is maintained in good agricultural and environmental condition 
(GAEC).  Issues relating to control of scrub and rushes must, therefore, be seen in this overall 
context.

Farmers can keep grassland in GAEC by conducting an agricultural activity on it, such as 
grazing, harvesting forage crops, or by topping.  Grasslands continue to be eligible where it is 
evident that the stocking rate on the land is sufficient and, for example, keeps scrub and rushes 
under control and avoids their proliferation.  Where land is deemed ineligible, this, in the main, 
is a result of the inclusion of ineligible areas/features and where it is not being used for an ag-
ricultural purpose.  In cases where land with scrub or rushes is rejected, it will be seen that this 
is due to the broader issue of insufficient agricultural activity being undertaken on it to keep it 
in GAEC.  My Department therefore does not maintain records specifically on the presence of 
scrub and rushes since the issue has to be seen in the broader context.  Where a farmer under-
takes remedial work to bring land back into GAEC, this land can be submitted in future years 
together with a map and supporting documentation detailing the remedial work undertaken.

05/11/2013WRRR01200Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRRR01300912. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payments will issue in respect of the 2013 agri-environment option scheme; if he will consider 
introducing a new scheme in 2014 as it will allow farmers build on the success of the REP 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46506/13]

05/11/2013WRRR01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I anticipate 
that payments for the AEOS 3 Scheme will commence in the first quarter of 2014.  Necessary 
checks must be carried out on all applications before any payment can issue.  While there are 
no plans to re-open the Agri Environment Options Scheme for new applications in 2014, the 
revised CAP 2014 – 2020 requires that the new Rural Development Plan must include an agri-
environment scheme.

The process for the design of new schemes under the new CAP is well underway.  Under the 
current draft Rural Development Regulation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine must undertake an ex ante evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strenghts, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) a needs assessment, a strategic environmental assess-
ment (SEA) and an appropriate assessment (AA) in developing our Rural Development Pro-
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gramme.  An independent evaluator has been contracted to prepare the ex-ante evaluation re-
port, SEA and AA and to advise on the SWOT analysis.

An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written submissions were received 
from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed by my Department and have 
fed into the development of the SWOT and needs analyses.  A second consultation was held in 
July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the draft SWOT and needs analyses.  
Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of the new programme is being advanced 
in the Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.

Scéim Farantóireachta Éisc

05/11/2013WRRR01500913. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cé mhéad 
ceadúnas um fheirmeoireacht éisc an bhradáin atá i bhfeidhm maidir le cuan Chill Chiaráin; cé 
leis gach ceadúnas; cén uair a eisíodh iad; cén fhaid a mhairfidh na ceadúnais; an raibh gá ag 
chuile cheann acu le ráiteas tionchair timpeallachta faoi rialacha Natura 2000 ó tharla gur cean-
tar SAC agus SPA an cuan seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [46509/13]

05/11/2013WRRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Léirítear i 
dtaifid mo Roinne go bhfuil toilithe imill trá do shaothrú bradán i gCuan Chill Chiaráin i seilbh 
na gcuideachtaí atá liostaithe thíos.

Ceadú-
nas 

      Cuideachta Dáta Eisithe an Toil-
ithe

Fad an Toil-
ithe

AQ 428 Bradán Beo Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 431 Bradán Beo Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 432 Bradán Beo Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 427    Bradán Beo Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 429 Bradán Beo Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 426 Tairgeoirí Biamara Atlantach Teo 30/08/2002 29/08/2012
AQ 380 Feirmeoirí Bradán Chill Chiaráin Teo 01/02/2002 31/01/2012

Tá stádas na dtoilithe i seilbh Fheirmeoirí Bradán Chill Chiaráin Teo agus Táirgeoirí Biama-
ra Atlantach Teo á scrúdú ag mo Roinn faoi láthair.  Ó tharla go gcuimsíonn Cuan Chill Chiaráin 
suíomh ‘Natura 2000’ ainmnithe a chorpraíonn na gníomhaíochtaí dobharshaothraithe thuas, 
caithfear Measúnú Cuí i gcomhréir le forálacha na dTreoracha maidir le hÉin agus Gnáthóga a 
thabhairt chun críche sular féidir cinneadh maidir le hathnuachan féideartha na dtoilithe dob-
harshaothraithe a dhéanamh.  Tá an ceanglas seo maidir le Measúnú Cuí ar leithligh ó scrúdú 
leanúnach mo Roinne ar stádas na dtoilithe i leith Fheirmeoirí Bradán Chill Chiaráin Teo agus 
Táirgeoirí Biamara Atlantach Teo.

05/11/2013WRRR01650Departmental Agencies Funding

05/11/2013WRRR01700914. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
allocation provided for Bord Iascaigh Mhara in the recent estimates published with budget 
2014; the increase or decrease this represents on 2013; the amount provided for the promotion 
of aquaculture by BIM; the increase this represents on 2013; the amount of this provided for 
fin-fish aquaculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46553/13]
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05/11/2013WRRR01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table sets out the 2014 budget allocation for Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM).  It also provides 
a comparison with the body’s allocation for 2013.

BIM Grant-in-Aid 2013 €,000 2014 €,000 Difference €,000 Change %
Current 12,409 11,984 -425 -3.42
Capital 4,000 6,500 +2,500 +62.50
Total 16,409 18,484 +2,075 +12.64

Detailed budgets for 2014 will be determined by BIM, as appropriate, in due course.

05/11/2013WRRR01850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR01900915. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if in 
considering applications for the disadvantaged area scheme for 2013, his Department take into 
account the restrictions imposed by the commonage framework plans, limiting the amount of 
stock farmers can keep on commonage; if not, the reason these plans have not yet been replaced 
in view of ongoing consideration of issues relating to commonages by his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46554/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02000916. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if in 
considering disadvantaged area scheme applications for 2013, the restrictions of commonage 
framework plans over-ride those of the agri-environment option scheme plans in view of the 
fact that the restrictions in some AEOS are based on proposed new restrictions on commonages 
not yet introduced formally by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46556/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 915 and 916 together.

The Terms and Conditions governing the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme require that ap-
plicants’ holdings achieve both a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per forage 
hectare for a minimum of seven consecutive months, in addition to achieving an annual average 
stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare over the twelve calendar months of 
the Scheme.  Provision is made whereby lower stocking densities imposed on farmers under 
recognised environmental schemes are accepted, in addition to which individual cases are also 
considered on their merits.

05/11/2013WRRR02150Commonage Framework Plans

05/11/2013WRRR02200917. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
legal basis for imposing restrictions on the stocking level of farmers under the commonage 
framework plans; the penalties that may be imposed on farmers under various schemes if they 
do not adhere to the commonage framework plans; the schemes involved; when the restrictions 
under the commonage framework plans ceased to have effect; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46557/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of 
stocking levels on Commonages and the approach necessary to address what is recognised as 
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a very complex matter which requires a very detailed action plan to cover the various issues, is 
one which has received widespread coverage.

The report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture is a valuable contribution to 
the ongoing debate regarding the issues surrounding commonage lands, the views of the vari-
ous stakeholders having being sought and considered by the Committee.  As I have indicated 
previously, while it is generally accepted that this is a very complex matter and requires a very 
detailed action plan to cover the various issues, I intend in the near future to set out proposals 
on how these matters will be progressed.  My firm intention is that the process will be fully 
inclusive and that all stakeholders, particularly farmers and their representatives will be central 
to the process.

Commonage lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, par-
ticularly along the West Coast.  They also form an important part of the local environment 
from the point of view of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and economic returns e.g. tourism.  
However, there is a substantial risk of land abandonment as under-grazing becomes more of 
a problem.  Under-grazing leads to an increase in ineligible land under Direct Aid and Agri-
Environment Schemes and leads to risk of financial corrections being imposed by EU Com-
mission.  It is vital, therefore, to maintain the commonages in GAEC (Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition), or where there is under-grazing, to return the habitat to GAEC.

Taking all of these matters into account, it is my stated aim is to ensure that a practical so-
lution is reached, which will ensure that the current farmers actively farming these lands are 
protected, that the land is maintained or returned to GAEC and that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are met.  In my view, this can best be achieved by working with the 
farmers directly managing the lands, relevant State Agencies, the farming organisations and all 
other interested stakeholders.  With regard to the specific recommendations of the Committee 
contained in their Report, I can confirm that these will be included among the range of issues to 
be addressed in the process that will shortly be commenced by my Department.

05/11/2013WRRR02350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR02400918. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
over claim assessed against a farmer under each of the following schemes, agri-environment 
option scheme, REP scheme, disadvantaged area scheme, single farm payment and any other 
farm scheme administered by his Department in both hectares and financially; the penalties and 
overpayment reclaimed to date; the amounts still outstanding to his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46562/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The eligi-
bility of the land declared by the person named is currently being reviewed; an official of my 
Department will shortly make direct contact with the person named in this regard.

05/11/2013WRRR02550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRRR02600919. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
REP scheme 4 and agri-environment option scheme 1, 2 and 3 payments for 2013 will issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46566/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): REPS 4 is a 
measure under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-2013, and is subject to EU Regula-
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tions which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be completed before 
payments can issue.  Arrangements are well advanced to issue payments in respect of 2013 and 
I expect that these payments will commence in November.

Similarly all AEOS payments require detailed checks on all applications before payments 
can issue.  Payments under the Agri Environment Options Schemes 1 and 2, in respect of the 
2013 Scheme year will commence once these administrative checks have been carried out on 
all applications.  These checks must be successfully completed before payment can issue to any 
individual farmer.  These administrative checks are well underway and I anticipate payments 
will commence in November.  In relation to the AEOS 3 Scheme payments will commence in 
the first quarter of 2014.

05/11/2013WRRR02750Rural Development Programme Funding

05/11/2013WRRR02800920. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount of funding provided for in the 2014 Estimates for the EU co-financed rural devel-
opment programme under the Common Agricultural Policy; the amount of same that will be 
subject to a rebate from the EU broken down by sub-measure in each case; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46568/13]

05/11/2013WRRR02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
€405 million of the 2014 budget of €1,202 million is being allocated to various co-financed 
Rural Development measures in the 2014 estimates.  €210 million has been allocated to mea-
sures that were included under the 2007 to 2013 Rural Development Programme and a further 
allocation of €195 million has been allocated to less favoured areas pending completion of the 
drafting of the new 2014 – 2020 Rural Development Programme.  Details are as follows: 

- € million
REPs4 123
AEOS I/II & III 61
Early Retirement 10
TAMS 15
Biofuels 1
Less Favoured Areas 195
Total 405

Work is currently ongoing to design the new Rural Development Programme (RDP) for the 
period from 2014 – 2020.  Final decisions in relation to what measures are to be included in the 
new RDP have not yet been made.  Associated EU co funding with the above expenditures in so 
far as the current 2007 /13 Rural Development Programme is concerned will, under EU rules, 
be held by the Commission until such time as the EU’s programme closure process has been 
fully completed for all Member States.  However, in the case of the existing agri environment 
measures, namely REPs4, it is expected that EU transition arrangements will enable Member 
States to draw down some co funding under the new 2014 – 2020 Rural Development in 2014 
against REPs4 expenditure to be incurred in 2014.  The estimated EU co funding that will be 
drawn down by Ireland in 2014 is €180 million.

  Question No. 921 answered with Question No. 854.
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05/11/2013WRRR03050Agri-Environment Options Scheme Extension

05/11/2013WRRR03100922. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
it is intended to introduce a new agri-environment scheme under the Common Agricultural 
Policy 2014-2020; the process involved in acquiring EU approval of same; the progress made 
to date in this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46570/13]

05/11/2013WRRR03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The revised 
CAP 2014 – 2020 requires that the new Rural Development Plan must include an agri-environ-
ment scheme.

The process for the design of new schemes under the new CAP is well underway.  Under the 
current draft Rural Development Regulation,  the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine must undertake an ex ante evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) a needs assessment, and a strategic environmental as-
sessment (SEA) in developing our Rural Development Programme.  An independent evaluator 
has been contracted to prepare the ex-ante evaluation report, SEA, and an Appropriate Assess-
ment and to advise on the SWOT analysis.  An initial consultation process was launched in 
2012, and written submissions were received from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions 
have been analysed by my Department and have fed into the development of the SWOT and 
needs analyses.

A second consultation was held in July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on 
the draft SWOT and needs analyses.  Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of 
the new programme is being advanced in the Department, and it is intended that further stake-
holder consultation will form part of this.

Following the completion of the design phase, a draft Rural Development Programme will 
be submitted to the European Commission.  It is expected that discussions with the Commission 
over a number of months will be required in order to secure approval to the Rural Development 
Programme.

05/11/2013WRRR03250Common Agricultural Policy Reform

05/11/2013WRRR03300923. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
it is intended to make final proposals in relation to Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 of the Common Agri-
cultural Policy reform programme 2014-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46571/13]

05/11/2013WRRR03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In July of this 
year I initiated a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders and interested parties 
to ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payments Regulation 
in Ireland.  A total of 44 questions were put to potential respondents across a range of issues.  
46 submissions were received by the deadline of Friday, 20 September.  I and my officials are 
currently giving careful consideration to all of the responses, which of course are quite varied 
and reflect the different positions and circumstances of the various representative groups and 
individuals who submitted them.  Modelling of the various scenarios that have arisen is also 
ongoing in the Department.

I hope to be in a position to make decisions across the range of alternatives over the next few 
weeks.  It is imperative in any event that the shape of the new direct payments regime is clear 
by the end of 2013, as we have a very challenging schedule to meet if we are to ensure efficient 
processing of applications for payment in 2015.
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As regards the Pillar 2, work on the development of the next rural development programme 
is already well under way.  An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written 
submissions were received from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed 
by the Department and have fed into the development of SWOT and needs analyses.  A second 
consultation was held in July 2013, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop.  Based 
on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is being advanced by 
the Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.  
Again, I expect to make decisions by the end of this year, and to submit a draft programme to 
the Commission in early 2014.

05/11/2013WRRR03450Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR03500924. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
conditions that will have to be complied with by livestock farmers to receive the greening pay-
ment under the Common Agricultural Policy regime 2014-2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46572/13]

05/11/2013WRRR03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Payment 
for agricultural practices beneficial for the climate and the environment, otherwise known as 
‘greening’, forms an integral part of the new Direct Payment regime that will come into force 
in 2015.  Farmers who participate in the Basic Payment Scheme must implement the three 
standard greening measures as follows: Crop diversification; Permanent grassland; Ecological 
Focus Area (EFA).

There is no obligation under ‘crop diversification’ where the arable land of the holding 
covers less than ten hectares.  Where the arable land of the holding covers between 10 and 30 
hectares, the farmer is obliged to have at least two crops of which the main crop shall not cover 
more than 75% of the arable land.  Where the arable land of the holding covers more than 30 
hectares, the farmer is obliged to have at least three crops of which the main crop shall not cover 
more than 75% of the arable land and the two main crops shall not cover more than 95% of the 
arable land.

Where there is more than 15 hectares of arable land in a holding, then at least 5% of the ar-
able land must be allocated to Ecological Focus Area.  There are a number of features which are 
considered Ecological Focus Area including landscape features such as hedges, ditches, trees in 
line or in group etc.  Insofar as livestock farmers are concerned there is an obligation to ensure 
that the ratio of permanent grassland to total agricultural area does not decrease by more than 
5% compared to a reference ratio to be established by Member States in 2015.  This obligation 
can be monitored at National level and is therefore unlikely to affect individual livestock farm-
ers.  There is also an obligation on Member States to designate environmentally sensitive per-
manent grasslands, such as peat and wetlands, situated in areas covered by the Natura Directive 
and farmers will be prevented from ploughing such areas.  It is most unlikely that such areas in 
Ireland would be ploughed in any event.

There are a number of exemptions whereby farmers will be considered to have fulfilled one 
or more of their greening obligations in certain circumstances.  Of most relevance to Ireland, 
and to livestock farmers in particular, is the provision that exempts farms where more than 75% 
of the total eligible land of the holding is used for the production of grasses or other herbaceous 
forage or land laying fallow, or a combination of these, provided that any remaining arable area 
does not exceed 30 hectares.  It is my intention to decide on the final shape of greening and all 
other issues related to the new Direct Payments system in Ireland later this year.
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05/11/2013WRRR03650Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRRR03700925. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position of farmers in relation to their entitlements post-2014 where they leased out their 
entitlements in 2013 and did not make a claim for single farm payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46573/13]

05/11/2013WRRR03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
new Direct Payments regime which comes into force in 2015, only those persons who receive a 
payment under the Single Payment Scheme in the 2013 scheme year will be automatically en-
titled to an allocation of a new set of entitlements under the Basic Payment Scheme.  The status 
of entitlements that are leased out for the 2014 scheme year is currently the subject of discus-
sion with the EU Commission as part of the process of producing Delegated Acts.  I am not in 
a position to comment further on this issue until such time as the Delegated Acts are finalised.

05/11/2013WRSS00150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Statistics

05/11/2013WRSS00200926. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers broken down by county leaving the REP scheme and the agri-environment 
scheme in the years 2013 to 2018, inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46574/13]

05/11/2013WRSS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based on 
current active participation rates, the numbers of farmers who will be exiting the REPS scheme, 
having completed their five year contract, is set out in tabular form.

COUNTY 2013 2014 2015
Carlow 94 185 8
Cavan 407 623 41
Clare 576 750 29
Cork 1274 1831 249
Donegal 893 898 31
Dublin 21 27 3
Galway 1309 1427 58
Kerry 919 997 48
Kildare 137 217 5
Kilkenny 287 521 9
Laois 261 496 15
Leitrim 289 538 28
Limerick 536 775 52
Longford 332 314 1
Louth 91 121 0
Mayo 1178 1448 83
Meath 225 322 5
Monaghan 350 521 11
Offaly 272 416 18
Roscommon 633 713 43
Sligo 419 460 23
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COUNTY 2013 2014 2015
Tipperary 704 1118 35
Waterford 276 354 8
Westmeath 244 437 18
Wexford 382 407 20
Wicklow 145 234 8
Total 12,254 16,150 849

Based on current active participation levels, the number of farmers leaving AEOS 1, 2 and 
3 having completed their five year contract,  is set out in tabular form.

County AEOS I    2015 AEOS II   2016 AEOS III 2018
Carlow 98 32 25
Cavan 230 176 138
Clare 385 372 356
Cork 491 361 316
Donegal 662 887 1060
Dublin 17 7 5
Galway 851 817 1006
Kerry 353 373 619
Kildare 79 34 16
Kilkenny 270 114 31
Laois 167 70 26
Leitrim 394 231 278
Limerick 261 203 116
Longford 117 84 42
Louth 58 33 23
Mayo 965 893 997
Meath 176 72 32
Monaghan 219 109 67
Offaly 140 89 68
Roscommon 401 344 274
Sligo 299 201 220
Tipperary 392 252 92
Waterford 144 49 54
Westmeath 232 107 58
Wexford 191 84 27
Wicklow 104 56 45
 Total 7696 6050 5991

05/11/2013WRSS00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS00400927. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who applied for disadvantaged area scheme payments and single payments, 
broken down by county in 2013; the number paid to date; the amount paid in each county under 
each scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46575/13]
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05/11/2013WRSS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based on 
2013 payments made to date the data requested by the deputy is provided in tabular form below.

County DAS Applied DAS Paid DAS Amount 
Paid

SPS Applied SPS Paid SPS Amount 
Paid

Carlow 770 577 €1,122,314.06 1,695 1,412 €10,891,369.90

Cavan 4,938 4,087 €8,523,943.11 5,067 4,320 €16,729,598.40

Clare 6,244 5,290 €12,109,932.39 6,352 5,770 €23,462,933.10

Cork 7,296 5,873 €13,070,518.84 13,507 11,996 €79,708,724.30

Donegal 8,711 6,436 €14,796,391.62 8,930 7,136 €21,294,410.10

Dublin 152 94 €204,291.29 659 566 €4,209,945.36

Galway 12,348 9,683 €20,206,670.90 12,581 10,721 €36,986,069.40

Kerry 7,882 6,046 €14,360,160.07 8,141 6,876 €26,607,214.60

Kildare 546 391 €668,015.11 2,190 1,773 €14,039,785.80

Kilkenny 1,830 1,502 €3,005,461.19 3,574 3,186 €26,172,048.00

Laois 1,753 1,426 €2,697,767.03 3,044 2,704 €19,351,767.60

Leitrim 3,541 2,839 €6,241,260.61 3,592 3,028 €8,028,897.98

Limerick 3,004 2,369 €4,425,233.98 5,383 4,649 €24,485,017.50

Longford 2,429 2,039 €4,285,187.13 2,482 2,190 €9,562,277.52

Louth 824 593 €950,022.98 1,572 1,331 €8,672,042.83

Mayo 11,957 9,040 €18,886,291.06 12,108 10,261 €28,142,856.60

Meath 1,375 1,073 €1,843,733.43 3,945 3,432 €25,666,220.70

Monaghan 4,192 3,522 €6,755,781.43 4,296 3,727 €14,969,886.90

Offaly 2,472 1,960 €3,684,743.45 3,186 2,753 €17,502,054.20

Roscommon 5,872 4,528 €9,635,753.11 5,977 5,056 €18,538,491.00

Sligo 4,166 3,189 €6,758,186.67 4,226 3,530 €10,650,932.10

Tipperary 4,642 3,740 €7,620,545.27 7,273 6,442 €48,502,260.60

Waterford 1,500 1,219 €2,368,614.33 2,555 2,259 €18,928,307.40

Westmeath 2,712 2,176 €4,158,744.79 3,115 2,632 €15,812,095.30

Wexford 1,550 1,108 €1,920,213.67 4,168 3,574 €27,480,557.10

Wicklow 1,848 1,438 €3,374,716.28 2,210 1,891 €13,177,029.20

Overall 104,554 82,238 €173,674,493.80 131,828 113,215 €569,572,793.49

05/11/2013WRSS00550Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS00600928. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total allocation of funds since its inception to the TAMS scheme; the amount applied for under 
this scheme; the amount paid to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46576/13]

05/11/2013WRSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table sets out the indicative amounts allocated to each targeted agricultural modernisation 
scheme (TAMS) under the 2007-2013 Rural Development Programme, the funding committed 
to date and the actual expenditure in respect of each Scheme up to end-October 2013:-

Scheme RDP Allocation 
(€m)

Amounts Committed/
Grant Approvals (€m)

Expenditure up to end-
October 2013 (€m)

Bio-Energy 20 1.4 0.79
Dairy Equip-
ment

45 43.5 9.07

Poultry Welfare 16 11.9 11.1
Rainwater Har-
vesting

8 0.4 0.01
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Scheme RDP Allocation 
(€m)

Amounts Committed/
Grant Approvals (€m)

Expenditure up to end-
October 2013 (€m)

Sheep Fencing/
Handling

8 6.1 0.61

Sow Welfare 13 13.6 2.71
Total 110 76.9 24.29

Due to the high level of demand by farmers for grant-aid under the Dairy Equipment Scheme, 
I have already increased the allocation for that Scheme from €45 million to €49 million by the 
transfer of €4 million from the Rainwater Harvesting Scheme.  As TAMS applicants generally 
have two years from the date of issue of Department approval to complete the investment works 
concerned, actual expenditure lags very significantly behind the financial commitments made 
by my Department under each Scheme at any particular time.

05/11/2013WRSS00750Common Agricultural Policy Funding

05/11/2013WRSS00800929. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
allocation of funding under each measure of axis one, two three and four of the Common Agri-
cultural Policy programme 2007-2014; the amount spent under each measure to date; the latest 
date for making drawdowns under CAP 207-2014 in respect of each measure; if he is satisfied 
that the full allocation granted to Ireland will be drawn down by those dates; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46577/13]

05/11/2013WRSS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The attached 
table sets out the measures funded under the Rural Development Programme 2007 – 2013 
[RDP].  The expenditure information is based on my Department’s quarterly returns to the Eu-
ropean Commission and the table reflects the provisional estimates up to early November 2013. 
The table does not include funds already committed but not as yet claimed. 

In relation to the draw down of funds, the latest date for claims to be made under the cur-
rent RDP is January, 2016.  The financial performance of the RDP is under constant review and 
adjustments, as necessary, to the financial plan of the RDP will be made in order to achieve the 
fullest possible draw down of available funds. 

Axis/Measure Current 
RDPAlloca-
tion €

EAFRD Al-
location €

Total Exche-
quer Alloca-
tion €

EAFRD and Exche-
quer Expenditure 2007 
-  November 2013 [Provi-
sional] €

Of which EA-
FRD Spend €

Of which Ex-
chequerSpend €

AXIS 1 – 
Competitive-
ness

- - - - - -

Vocational 
training 
(REPS)

5,675,440 3,458,613 2,216,827 7,264,686 4,152,199 3,112,487

Installation 
Aid

12,261,081 7,471,903 4,789,178 12,892,430 6,504,938 6,387,792

Early Retire-
ment

219,188,239 133,592,630 85,595,609 223,057,575 121,552,701 101,504,874

Farm Mod-
ernisation

154,570,446 92,992,230 61,578,216 86,100,160 52,390,925 33,709,235

TOTAL 
AXIS 1

391,695,206 237,515,376 154,179,830 329,314,851 184,600,763 144,714,388
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Axis/Measure Current 
RDPAlloca-
tion €

EAFRD Al-
location €

Total Exche-
quer Alloca-
tion €

EAFRD and Exche-
quer Expenditure 2007 
-  November 2013 [Provi-
sional] €

Of which EA-
FRD Spend €

Of which Ex-
chequerSpend €

Axis 2 – En-
vironment and 
land manage-
ment

- - - - - -

Less Favoured 
Areas

1,617,984,198 634,141,309 983,842,889 1,439,685,535 791,827,045 647,858,490

Natura 2000 528,582,998 308,720,649 219,862,349 93,100,734 52,293,562 40,807,172

Agri-environ-
ment

1,922,493,570 1,058,314,930 864,178,640 1,951,417,512 1,090,070,162 861,347,350

TOTAL 
AXIS 2

4,069,060,766 2,001,176,888 2,067,883,878 3,484,203,781 1,934,190,769 1,550,013,012

Axis 3 - - - - - -

Broadband 17,884,000 13,413,000 4,471,000 0 0 0

TOTAL 
AXIS 3

17,884,000 13,413,000 4,471,000 0 0 0

Axis 4

Competitive-
ness – Food 
Projects.

5,000,000 4,250,000 750,000 248,620 211,327 37,293

Implementing 
Local Devel-
opment Strate-
gies – Quality 
of Life

265,470,511 182,632,819 82,837,692 153,249,782 108,750,578 44,499,204

Co-operation 
Projects

7,878,000 5,885,653 1,992,347 2,822,480 2,098,624 723,856

Running of 
LAGS

62,464,000 46,666,854 15,797,146 59,851,088 39,989,886 19,861,202

TOTAL 
AXIS 4

340,812,511 239,435,326 101,377,185 216,171,970 151,050,415 65,121,555

Axis 5 – 
Technical 
Assistance

- - - - - -

Technical As-
sistance

6,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 1,651,155 825,578 825,577

OVERALL 
RDP

4,825,452,483 2,494,540,590 2,330,911,893 4,031,341,757 2,270,667,525 1,760,674,232

05/11/2013WRSS00950Agriculture Schemes Penalties

05/11/2013WRSS01000930. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount of penalties imposed on farmers under each of the following schemes in the years 
2011, 2012 and 2013, REP scheme, agri-environment option scheme, single farm payment and 
disadvantaged area payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46578/13]

05/11/2013WRSS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data re-
garding SPS and DAS as requested by the deputy is set out in tabular form below.

Year SPS amount DAS amount
2011 €6,839,876 €466,625
2012 €6,824,222 €346,050
2013 €4,072,413 €159,031

I will forward the data on REPS and AEOS directly to the Deputy as soon as it is available.
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05/11/2013WRSS01150Forestry Grants

05/11/2013WRSS01200931. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of forestry planting grant and forestry premium applications in the Sliabh Aughty area 
due to the ongoing discussions and investigations of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
of the possible effect of forestry planting on the population of hen harriers in this region; when 
it is likely that his Department will be in a position to issue a decision on these applications; if 
compensation will be paid to the applicants for the loss of income caused by the delay; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46579/13]

05/11/2013WRSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are a 
total of 28 applications under the afforestation schemes in the Slieve Aughty area which cannot 
be approved because they are located within a Special Protection Area (SPA) designated for the 
protection of the hen harrier.

The implementation of the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, under which Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are designated, is a matter 
in the first instance for the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht are commencing the development of a Threat Response Plan (TRP) for the con-
servation of the hen harrier.  The plan is expected to take approximately two years to complete 
and forestry will form a significant element of the Plan.  The Forest Service will be liaising 
closely with the NPWS in the formulation of the TRP on aspects relating to afforestation, felling 
and replanting.   It is also understood that the NPWS will engage in a formal public consultation 
process in relation to the Plan, which it will announce at the appropriate time. 

As development of the TRP progresses, and in advance of its completion, opportunities may 
arise – possibly in late 2014 - to pursue an interim arrangement to allow for the limited issuing 
of afforestation approvals in some hen harrier SPAs.  Until then, the Forest Service will not be 
in a position to approve any afforestation projects within these SPAs.  My Department does not 
provide compensation for the consequences of such designations.

05/11/2013WRSS01350Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS01400932. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 176 of 19 June 2013, if his officials have in-
vestigated a grant payment through REP scheme 4 on leased lands; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46602/13]

05/11/2013WRSS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.  

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Under the terms and conditions governing the 
Scheme the participant undertakes to implement their farming activities for a minimum period 
of 5 years under an agri-environmental plan which includes all lands farmed whether owned, 
leased or rented.  It now appears that this was not the situation in the case of part of the lands 
included in the REPS plan of the person named.  This matter is the subject of on-going inves-
tigation by my Department and it is expected to be brought to a conclusion shortly.  Following 
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conclusion of the investigation officials in my Department will be in contact with the person 
named.

05/11/2013WRSS01550Animal Disease Controls

05/11/2013WRSS01600933. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the legal basis for provision 3.1 in Circular ER 14/2010 whereby if an animal sent to slaughter 
was not tested within the the previous 12 months but was tested within the previous 18 months 
and if more than 20% of the eligible animals in the herd at the date of slaughter were not tested 
within the previous 12 months, the holding must be trade restricted.  [46622/13]

05/11/2013WRSS01700934. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is concerned provision 3.1 in Circular ER 14/2010, which concerns herds in respect of 
which more than 20% of eligible animals are not in test at the time of slaughter, amounts to a 
fettering of his discretion to restrict such herds as provided for in SI 3017 of 2010 and amounts 
to a fixed policy, contrary to law and fair procedures.  [46623/13]

05/11/2013WRSS01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 933 and 934 together.

The national legal basis underpinning the operation of the Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication 
Programme in Ireland is contained in the Diseases of Animals Act, 1966 (as amended) and  the 
Bovine Tuberculosis (Attestation of the State and General Provisions) Order, 1989 (as amend-
ed).  Article 17(5) of the Order (as amended by SI 307 of 2010), which gives a discretionary 
power to the Minister to restrict the movement of animals from certain herds, is the legal basis 
for Paragraph 3.1 in the Circular ER 14/2010. 

In view of the discretion provided for in SI 307 of 2010 and having regard to the complexity 
of the issues involved in giving effect to the legislation, and in common with the approach in a 
variety of areas of the Department’s operations, it is necessary to issue more detailed instruc-
tions to field staff through Circulars to provide further clarity as to how the rules are to be imple-
mented at operational level and to ensure that these rules are implemented uniformly across the 
country.  I believe that the Circular, which can be amended at short notice, does not fetter the 
Minister in his discretion to restrict the herds covered by SI 307 of 2010. 

05/11/2013WRSS01850Horse Slaughtering Data

05/11/2013WRSS01900935. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of horses that were killed by his Department or by a local authority in 2011 and in 
2012; if he will provide a breakdown on a county basis; the number of these horses were mares 
in foal; if he considers that the killing of mares in foal is a particularly cruel practice except in 
the most extreme of circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46627/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides funding to Local Authorities under the Control of Horses Act, 1996, to enable 
these bodies implement their powers relating to the control and welfare of stray or abandoned 
horses.  While efforts are made to rehome horses to responsible new owners, the reality is that 
this is not possible in all cases.  The advice from the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council 
(which comprises representatives from a wide range of stakeholder organisations including 
farming, equine and welfare bodies) is to humanely dispose of horses, where no possibility of 
re-homing or returning to owner exists.
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There are rare occasions in which my Department’s Veterinary inspectors would on animal 
welfare grounds require a herd owner to humanely dispose of animals, including horses on 
farms.  

Details of horses humanely disposed by Local Authorities in 2011 and 2012 are set out be-
low. Statistics on the number of these horses which were in foal at the time of slaughter is not 
available.

Name of  
County/City 
Council

No. Horses 
Seized 2011

No. of Horses 
Euthanised 
2011

No. Horses 
Seized 2012

No. of Horses 
Euthanised 
2012

Carlow 18 0 27 22
Cavan 10 0 9 0
Clare 50 41 66 60
Cork 267 115 212 78
Donegal 0 0 20 15
Dublin 845 583 785 635
Galway 52 46 134 109
Kerry 28 16 21 12
Kildare 103 32 130 92
Kilkenny 91 28 80 58
Laois 185 52 243 222
Leitrim 40 37 18 18
Limerick 372 276 338 299
Longford 5 1 4 2
Louth 8 6 39 25
Mayo 193 95 200 30
Meath 83 36 84 53
Monaghan 0 0 7 7
Offaly 59 0 0 0
Roscommon 8 8 8 6
Sligo 81 56 34 15
Tipperary 153 58 142 118
Waterford 21 18 45 23
Westmeath 96 54 109 81
Wexford 30 0 63 43
Wicklow 138 34 151 100
Totals 2936 1592 2969 2123

05/11/2013WRSS02050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS02100936. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo may expect to have their area based payment pro-
cessed and paid; the reason their payment has been delayed; if he will expedite the applica-
tion in view of the delay already experienced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46710/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
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ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was 
recently finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named. 

05/11/2013WRSS02250Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/11/2013WRSS02300937. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46725/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02400938. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46726/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 937 and 938 together.

The person named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme applica-
tion on 30 April 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspec-
tions, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised 
with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries 
arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies were recorded in rela-
tion to sheep identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 1% penalty.  The person 
named was notified of this decision on 29 October 2013.  The person named was also informed 
of the right to seek a review of this decision. In the event that the person named is dissatisfied 
with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office within 3 months.

05/11/2013WRSS02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS02600939. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) may expect payment of their disadvantaged area payment and single 
farm payment for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46738/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 15 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection. 

The ground eligibility inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised 
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with the intention of issuing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries 
arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.

During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies were recorded in rela-
tion to cattle identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 3% penalty. The per-
son named was notified of this decision on 26 September 2013.  The person named was also 
informed of the right to seek a review of this decision.  In the event that the person named is 
dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months. 

05/11/2013WRSS02750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS02800940. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo may expect payment under the disadvantaged area 
payment and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46739/13]

05/11/2013WRSS02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 15 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the area found, resulting in 
an over-declaration in area of between 3% and 20%.  Based on the Terms and Conditions of the 
schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area having being reduced 
by double the difference between the area found and the area claimed. 

The person named was notified of this decision on 1 October 2013.  The person named was 
also informed of their right to see a review of this decision,  In the event that the person named 
in dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the Independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months. 

Processing of payments under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme and Single Payment 
Scheme were finalised and issued directly to the nominated bank account of person named on 
7 October and 16 October 2013, respectively.

05/11/2013WRSS02950Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRSS03000941. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he or his officials have had discussions with the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources and, or, Department officials, in relation to the possible impact of the pro-
posed new EirGrid high voltage power line systems on the Irish thoroughbred industry or the 
agricultural sector generally; if he, or his officials, have raised any concerns regarding any pos-
sible impact on these vital industries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46744/13]

05/11/2013WRSS03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland is the 
4th largest breeder of thoroughbred horses in the world, and the industry makes a significant 
contribution to rural employment and the economy generally.  I have regular contact with the 
sector and I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to its growth and development as a flag-
ship industry for Ireland, including through the development of overseas markets for the sector 
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in places like China and the Gulf States.  

My Department has no function in relation to the proposed new Eirgrid high voltage power 
line systems.  Neither my Department nor I have had any discussions with the parties referred 
to by the Deputy in his question in relation to this matter.

05/11/2013WRSS03150Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/11/2013WRSS03200942. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area based payments and headage payments in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46752/13]

05/11/2013WRSS03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme revealed errors in respect of a number of the land parcels declared by the person 
named, on foot of which a query letter recently issued to the person named.  Immediately on 
receipt of a response, the application will be further processed.

05/11/2013WRSS03350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRSS03400943. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason persons (details supplied) in County Kerry have not received their area aid payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46753/13]

05/11/2013WRSS03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment in respect of 
which is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRSS03550Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/11/2013WRSS03600944. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46768/13]

05/11/2013WRSS03700945. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46769/13]

05/11/2013WRSS03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 944 and 945 together.

As processing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment 
Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was recently finalised, payments will shortly issue, di-
rectly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRSS03850Statute of Limitations

05/11/2013WRSS03900946. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 19 September 2013, if the statute of limitations applies 
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to the full amount as communicated to the landowner; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46810/13]

05/11/2013WRSS04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Stat-
ute of Limitations Act 1957 and the Statute of Limitations (Amendment) Act 1991 legislate 
for debt recovery and related matters, this legislation may apply to some afforestation contract 
debt cases.  It is therefore advisable that the applicant obtain independent legal advice on his 
particular case.

05/11/2013WRTT00150Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT00200947. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
single farm payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[46814/13]

05/11/2013WRTT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing 
of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme revealed over-
claims in respect of three of the land parcels declared by the person named.  The person named 
was recently notified of this error by letter. Maps of the relevant land parcels and information 
on how the person named could seek a review of this decision were included with the letter. To 
date, no response has been received. 

In the meantime, payments have recently issued to the nominated bank account of the per-
son named on the revised eligible area.  Should the person named appeal the decision regarding 
the over-claims and should that appeal be successful, then supplementary payments will, of 
course, be made.

05/11/2013WRTT00325Land Parcel Identification System

05/11/2013WRTT00400948. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of the 950,000 land parcels that have been reviewed to date as part of the EU 
ordered review of land parcels going back to 2008; the number of these that have over-claims 
assessed; the number of herd owners in question; when will the review be complete; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46825/13]

05/11/2013WRTT00500949. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average percentage over-claim assessed against herd owners in the national review of land 
parcels for agricultural schemes ordered by the EU; the average disallowance or penalties in-
volved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46826/13]

05/11/2013WRTT00600950. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appeals lodged to date against over-claims assessed against herd owners as part of 
the EU-ordered review of land parcels; when it is hoped to finalise these appeals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46827/13]

05/11/2013WRTT00700951. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
value of the loss of EU funding that would have been incurred here if it had not been agreed to 
review the total 950,000 land parcels that are at present being reviewed by his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46828/13]

05/11/2013WRTT00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 948 to 951, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be fully aware of the importance of payments made under the Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes to the 
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annual income of Irish farmers.  My Department is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain 
the accuracy the Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS), which underpins the processing of 
applications under these Schemes as well as REPS and AEOS.

At the start of each year, my Department issued colour maps of all land parcels declared by 
farmers in the previous year together with a covering letter.  In that letter, farmers are reminded 
to examine each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their application all ineligible 
features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. included in the land 
parcels.  There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area of land declared by 
them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate.  They are also 
given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an annual basis. 
These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, which 
accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers at the commencement of the 
application period each year. 

In addition to any changes submitted by farmers, in order to insure the integrity of the LPIS, 
my Department continuously reviews the eligibility of lands claimed by farmers for the Single 
Payment Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes.  

As part of the clearance process a bi-lateral meeting was held on 25th July between the EU 
Commission Clearance auditors and my Department. At that meeting it was agreed that in order 
to avoid a significant correction, this Department had to (i) review its entire LPIS database and 
deal with ineligible features – re-digitise – (ii) establish any over-payments due to the over-
declaration and seek refund from the farmers involved (iii) prepare a report of its findings to the 
Commission by 15th December. 

Depending on the level of risk assessed by the EU Commission financial corrections may 
be applied to a Member State. These corrections can be very substantial and may vary from 2% 
to 10% or even 100% in certain cases.  It can, therefore, be appreciated that the financial risk is 
very significant.  Other Member States who have been subject to this review process have been 
levied with very substantial financial corrections, up to €500 million in one instance.

This is a mammoth task but my Department is making effort to ensure that it will be com-
pleted in a manner that satisfies the Commission.  The Department is currently reviewing all 
land parcels claimed.  This effectively means a review of all 950,000 land parcels.  As a result 
of this phase of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed areas, which 
were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed.  The Review of the 950,000 parcels contained 
on the LPIS database is at an advanced stage and is on target to be finalised in time.  It is not 
possible, as yet, to give detailed results. 

I have introduced a robust and comprehensive appeal process. In the first instance, appli-
cants are entitled to have their case reviewed by submitting their appeal on the form provided 
by my Department.  If they are not satisfied with the outcome of the review, they can appeal 
their case to the independent-chaired Land Eligibility Appeals Committee, details of which I 
announced recently.  This Committee will consist of an independent Chairman and appeals of-
ficers from the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

05/11/2013WRTT00850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT00900952. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue under the 2013 disadvantaged areas based scheme to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing payment; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [46829/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment has 
not yet issued to the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme as the holding 
has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements, namely the annual 
average requirement.  As soon as the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these re-
quirements, the case will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible 
date thereafter. 

05/11/13WRTT01050Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/11/2013WRTT01100953. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
alleged over-claim for the years 2008 to 2013, inclusive, against a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; the percentage of over-claim; the total claw-back under REPS, disadvantaged 
area based scheme and the single farm payment scheme; the way in which this over-claim was 
calculated in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46830/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01200954. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue under the 2013 disadvantaged area based scheme and the single farm pay-
ment scheme to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issu-
ing payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46831/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 953 and 954 together.

My Department is currently examining land parcels declared for the purposes of benefit-
ing from payment under the Single Payment Scheme and other area-based Direct Payment 
Schemes.  As part of this review a number of ineligible features were identified in parcels sub-
mitted in the application of the person named. My Department will now review the basis for this 
original decision and will be in direct contact with the person named.

05/11/2013WRTT01350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRTT01400955. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area based payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46832/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently examining land parcels declared for the purposes of benefiting from payment 
under the Single Payment Scheme and other area-based Direct Payment Schemes.  As part of 
this review a number of ineligible features were removed from the parcels declared by the per-
son named. The ineligible features relate to scrub and a number of buildings.

As the area over claimed was 29.15% of the eligible area found, the penalty applied resulted 
in a 100% overpayment for the year 2013 and therefore no payment is due to issue.  The person 
named was notified of this decision and of his right of appeal to my Department.  In the event 
that he is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review he can appeal his case to the indepen-
dent-chaired Land Eligibility Appeals Committee, details of which I announced recently.  This 
Committee will consist of an independent Chairman and appeals officers from the Agriculture 
Appeals Office. 

05/11/2013WRTT01550Cattle Identification Scheme

05/11/2013WRTT01600956. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the production of cattle tags here; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [46833/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The contract 
referred to by the Deputy was awarded on foot of a public procurement competition for the 
provision of bovine animal identification tags and birth registration documents held in 2012.  
The Request for Tenders (RFT) facilitated a range of business operators to participate in this 
competition by providing for entities to join together in a consortium to satisfy the requirements 
of the RFT. 

The RFT asked applicants to demonstrate that they had an overall turnover of a minimum of 
€3 million for each of the last three preceding years.  The selection of the turnover figure, which 
was not restricted to the sale of cattle tags, was influenced by the obligation on the Department 
to ensure that the successful contractor would have the financial standing to undertake all of the 
deliverables set down in the contract for the duration of this  significant contract including, inter 
alia, provision of conventional, electronic and tissue tags, processing tag orders, supplying at 
least 2 million tag sets, replacement tags and registration forms and operating a helpdesk. 

I should emphasise that the implementation of an effective and reputable identification sys-
tem plays a key role in underpinning beef and dairy exports in a competitive marketplace. 

05/11/2013WRTT01750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT01800957. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area based payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46834/13]

05/11/2013WRTT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 29 
April 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results finalised. 

Payments under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued 
to the nominated bank account of the person named on 29 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRTT01950Sea Lice Controls

05/11/2013WRTT02000958. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No.1186 of 18 September 2013, the reason the European Com-
mission is currently reviewing the issue of the management of sea lice; if the matter is closed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46853/13]

05/11/2013WRTT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has been requested by the EU Commission to forward information associated with the 
State’s management of sea lice.  This is currently in hand and a detailed response will issue to 
the Commission very shortly.

In relation to Pilot Complaint 764/09/ENVI, as previously indicated to the Deputy, follow-
ing consideration of the scientific facts underpinning the State’s control protocols for the man-
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agement of sea lice the EU Commission closed the case on 11 October 2012.  Accordingly, my 
Department regards this matter as settled.

05/11/2013WRTT02150Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT02200959. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
single farm payment for 2013 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46866/13]

05/11/2013WRTT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme issued 
directly to the nominated bank account of the person named on 25 October 2013.

05/11/2013WRTT02350Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT02400960. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46872/13]

05/11/2013WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on 1 May 2013.  Processing of the application has recently been finalised and 
payments will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

05/11/2013WRTT02550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT02600961. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their agri-environment op-
tion scheme payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46873/13]

05/11/2013WRTT02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 3) with 
effect from 1st May 2013.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks are well under 
way and I anticipate that payments for the AEOS 3 will commence in the first quarter of 2014.  

05/11/2013WRTT02750Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT02800962. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46895/13]

05/11/2013WRTT02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application to transfer 11.99 single payment entitlements, by way of sale, 
to another farmer under the 2013 scheme year. 
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It has not been possible to facilitate the transfer request as the other farmer has failed to 
supply outstanding documentation required.  To date my Department have written on three oc-
casions requesting the necessary information.  An official from my Department has also made 
direct contact with the other farmer outlining our requirements.

Upon receipt of the outstanding documentation the transfer will be completed and payment 
will issue to the person named. 

05/11/2013WRTT02950Single Payment Scheme Administration

05/11/2013WRTT03000963. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide clarification on the exact number of farmers who have been contacted as part of 
the claw-back on single farm payments from the ongoing land parcel eligibility review; the total 
sum being sought from farmers by his Department to date; the number of farmers in County 
Tipperary who have been contacted in this regard; and the total sum being recouped from farm-
ers in County Tipperary.  [46937/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03100964. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide clarification on the scale of the claw-back currently being undertaken on single 
farm payments as a result of the ongoing land parcel eligibility review; if he will confirm the 
years being reviewed, if he will provide an assurance that a ceiling will be put on the years be-
ing examined; his views on whether this review is fair on farmers here in view of the fact that 
the information provided was done so using the best technology available at the time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46938/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 963 and 964 together.

The Deputy will be fully aware of the importance of payments made under the Single Pay-
ment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes to the 
annual income of Irish farmers.  My Department is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain 
the accuracy the Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS), which underpins the processing of 
applications under these Schemes as well as REPS and AEOS.

At the start of each year, my Department issues colour maps of all land parcels declared by 
farmers in the previous year together with a covering letter. In that letter, farmers are reminded 
to examine each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their application all ineligible 
features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. included in the land 
parcels.  There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area of land declared by 
them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate.  They are also 
given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an annual basis.  
These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, which 
accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers at the commencement of the 
application period each year. 

In addition to any changes submitted by farmers, in order to insure the integrity of the LPIS, 
my Department continuously reviews the eligibility of lands claimed by farmers for the Single 
Payment Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes.  

As part of the clearance of account process, conducted by the EU Commission, a bi-lateral 
meeting was held on 25th July between the EU Commission Clearance auditors and my De-
partment.  At that meeting it was agreed that in order to avoid a significant correction, this 
Department had to (i) review its entire LPIS database and deal with ineligible features – re-
digitise – (ii) establish any over-payments due to the over-declaration and seek refund from the 
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farmers involved and (iii) prepare a report of its findings to the Commission by 15th December. 
Depending on the level of risk assessed by the EU Commission financial corrections may be 
applied to a Member State.  These corrections can be very substantial and may vary from 2% 
to 10% or even 100% in certain cases.  It can, therefore, be appreciated that the financial risk is 
very significant.  Other Member States who have been subject to this review process have been 
levied with very substantial financial corrections, up to €500 million in one instance.

This is a mammoth task but my Department is making effort to ensure that it will be com-
pleted in a manner that satisfies the Commission.  The Department is currently reviewing all 
land parcels claimed.  This effectively means a review of all 950,000 land parcels.  As a result 
of this phase of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed areas, which 
were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed.  The Review of the 950,000 parcels contained 
on the LPIS database is well advanced at this stage and is on target to be finalised in time to al-
low a comprehensive response to the Commission within the specified time-frame. 

I have introduced a robust and comprehensive appeal process. In the first instance, appli-
cants are entitled to have their case reviewed by submitting their appeal on the form provided 
by my Department.  If they are not satisfied with the outcome of the review, they can appeal 
their case to the independent-chaired Land Eligibility Appeals Committee, details of which I 
announced recently.  This Committee will consist of an independent Chairman and appeals of-
ficers from the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

County-specific statistics will be available immediately the exercise is completed.

05/11/2013WRTT03250Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT03300965. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a headage payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46941/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 10 May 
2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the intention of is-
suing any payment due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise officials in my 
Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

05/11/2013WRTT03450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

05/11/2013WRTT03500966. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway did not receive their disadvantaged 
area scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46998/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applicants 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are required to maintain a minimum stocking 
density of 0.15 livestock units for a minimum retention period of seven consecutive months, in 
addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the 12 months 
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of the scheme year.  Livestock must be owned, possessed, held and maintained by the person 
named in order to meet the minimum stocking level.  While the person named had livestock 
on the holding they were only retained for six months.  As a result the person named does not 
qualify for payment under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.

05/11/2013WRTT03650Single Payment Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRTT03700967. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47000/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03800968. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [47008/13]

05/11/2013WRTT03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 967 and 968 together.  

The person named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme applica-
tion on 10 May 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspec-
tions, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised with the intention of is-
suing any payment due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my 
Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

Agriculture Schemes Payments

05/11/2013WRUU00300969. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47010/13]

05/11/2013WRUU00400970. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47011/13]

05/11/2013WRUU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 969 and 970 together. 

An application under 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from 
the person named on 29 April 2013.  Processing of the application has recently been finalised 
and payments will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person named. 

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRUU00600971. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a REP scheme 4 payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47027/13]

05/11/2013WRUU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first five years of their 
contract.
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REPS 4 is a measure under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-2013 and is subject 
to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be com-
pleted before payments can issue.  The administrative checks are nearing completion.  Arrange-
ments are well advanced to issue payments in respect of 2013 and I expect that these payments 
will commence in November.

Milk Quota Applications

05/11/2013WRUU00800972. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a milk quota in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47028/13]

05/11/2013WRUU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 30 Au-
gust 2013 I announced details of the fifteenth Milk Quota Trading Scheme which is the first 
of two Trading Schemes to allocate quota in respect of the 2014/2015 milk quota year.  The 
closing date for receipt of applications to this stage was 11 October last.  I can confirm that my 
Department has received an application to purchase quota from the person named. 

All applications are currently being processed and I expect to be in a position to announce 
the results of the scheme in early December.  As I mentioned earlier, this scheme is in respect of 
the 2014/2015 milk quota year, and consequently any quota purchased under this scheme will 
not be available to the purchaser until 1 April 2014.

05/11/2013WRUU00950Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRUU01000973. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his 
Department’s Budget 2014 reductions to expenditure. [47070/13]

05/11/2013WRUU01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is under-
stood that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is planning to publish the detailed 
2014 Revised Estimates Volume 2014 in early December.  

As in previous years, it is the practice of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine to expand further on the information contained in the Revised Estimates Volume by pub-
lishing a more detailed tabular statement of budget figures on its website to coincide with the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform’s publication.  The information to be put up on the 
website will contain a comparison between 2014 and 2013.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRUU01200974. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area based payments in respect of a person (details supplied); when pay-
ment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47096/13]

05/11/2013WRUU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has 
recently been finalised, payment will issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named.

Single Payment Scheme Appeals

05/11/2013WRUU01400975. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [47127/13]
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05/11/2013WRUU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review 
of the area declared by the person named under Single Payment in 2013 revealed significant 
ineligible areas on foot of which the person named was written to by my Department in a letter 
dated 20 September 2013.

He subsequently appealed the decision and the matter is currently under review.

Missing Children

05/11/2013WRUU01600976. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 254 of 27 March 2013, when she will supply the requested 
figures of missing unaccompanied asylum seekers’ minors [46467/13]

05/11/2013WRUU01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The immediate 
and ongoing needs of separated children seeking asylum are the responsibility of the HSE in 
accordance with the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) and the Child Care Act, 1991. 

Where Children are identified as unaccompanied minors by An Garda Siochána their cir-
cumstances are investigated, and where there are concerns about their welfare they are received 
into the care of the HSE under the Child Care Act 1991.  They are allocated a social worker, 
their needs are assessed and a Care Plan is developed.  These children are generally placed in a 
foster care family placement, although some older children are placed in regulated residential 
facilities that cater for small numbers.  The overall number of unaccompanied children seeking 
asylum has decreased significantly in recent years.

The following table sets out the number of  separated children seeking asylum in Ireland that 
have gone missing on a yearly basis between 2005 and 2012; and the number of these children’s 
whereabouts that remains unknown.

Year Number of chil-
dren placed in 
care

Total number of 
missing child no-
tifications made 
to Gardai

Missing chil-
dren found or 
accounted for

Number of reported 
children still miss-
ing at year end even 
if over 18

2005 180 65 14 51
2006 188 53 6 47
2007 130 32 12 20
2008 156 22 5 17
2009 126 48 10 38
2010 70 10 7 3
2011 66 8 2 6
2012 48 5 3 2

Preschool Services

05/11/2013WRUU01800977. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare will qualify for the free one year preschool place; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46742/13]

05/11/2013WRUU01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The child re-
ferred to by the Deputy will qualify for the free pre-school provision under the Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme in the school year commencing in September 2016.
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Adoption Issues

05/11/2013WRUU02000978. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the progress 
that has been made regarding an adoption agreement between Ireland and India; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46931/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02100986. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an 
Irish accredited agency has been approved by CARA to work on adoptions in India; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45776/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 978 and 986 together.

On 14 March 14 I led a delegation, which included the Chairman of the Adoption Authority 
of Ireland and a Department official, on a visit to India.  This visit afforded me the opportunity 
to assess the position in relation to inter-country adoption in India. 

As part of this visit, I was able to clarify issues in relation to inter-country adoption between 
Ireland and India and the requirements of the Indian authorities in that regard.  I was advised 
that registration is now open with CARA for special needs cases; this includes children with 
intellectual or physical disabilities, siblings including twins, and children over 5 years of age. 
The issue of the Indian authorities’ acceptance of an Irish accredited agency was also discussed 
and the Indian authorities were positively disposed in this matter.  It was explained that India 
currently operates inter-country adoption with other Hague countries without the need for any 
specific administrative agreements of the type envisaged in Article 72 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

The Adoption Authority has advised that it is its view that a registered accredited body to fa-
cilitate inter-country adoption is necessary.  The AAI will consider any applications it receives 
in this regard.

HSE Funding

05/11/2013WRUU02300979. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason the 
Health Service Executive funding was given to an agency (details supplied) in 2011 when it 
was not an accredited organisation; the action that was taken following information on an in-
vestigation carried out by the Adoption Authority into its accounts being passed on to the HSE 
[47048/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter for which the HSE has responsibility, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

Preschool Standards

05/11/2013WRUU02500980. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
new national pre-school quality standards will be launched; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45673/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02600981. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide detail on the increase in minimum qualification requirements for childcare staff; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45674/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02700982. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
new pre-school laws to establish statutory registration of preschool services and new powers of 
inspectors to ensure standards are met will be introduced; and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter. [45656/13]

05/11/2013WRUU02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 980 to 982, inclusive, together.

Legislation to strengthen the current inspection regime and underpin the Pre-School Qual-
ity Agenda is expected to be enacted before the end of the year.  This legislation will provide 
a statutory basis for registration of pre-school services and will introduce a range of new en-
forcement powers for Inspectors at pre-prosecution level.  Under the proposed new system, all 
pre-school services will have to be registered in order to operate.  Inspectors will be empowered 
to specify improvement conditions that a service must comply with; and the threat of removal 
of registration will be available.  This system will, for the first time, provide for timely and ef-
fective regulation and enforcement of standards in pre-school services, backed up by statutory 
registration.  

New National Quality Standards for pre-school services will be launched before the end 
of the year.  These Standards will complement the existing Pre-School Regulations replacing 
previous explanatory notes; and will set out the quality outcomes and supporting criteria against 
which inspection under the pre-school regulations will be measured. 

On foot of Budget 2014, I will be allocating €4.5m in Exchequer funding to support the 
implementation of the Pre-School Quality Agenda which will seek to support and assure higher 
standards in pre-school services.  Of this funding, €1.5m is provided to support staff training to 
meet the new qualification requirements recently announced by my Department.  The current 
minimum requirement of Level 5 for pre-school leaders delivering the pre-school year will be 
increased to Level 6.  In addition, all pre-school assistants, and all other staff caring for children 
in a new pre-school service, will be subject to a minimum requirement of Level 5.  These re-
quirements will be effective from September 2014 for new services and from September 2015 
for existing services.  

Child Care Services Regulation

05/11/2013WRUU02900983. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a numerical figure for the number of children cared for by child minders; the per-
centage of these child minders that are subject to inspections; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45711/13]

05/11/2013WRUU03000984. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
could provide, in tabular form, the yearly breakdown of the number of childminders who have 
taken the quality awareness programmes since it was launched in 2004; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45712/13]

05/11/2013WRUU03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 983 and 984 together.

Pre-school services in Ireland, which includes childminding services, are governed by Part 
VII of the Child Care Act 1991 and by the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No. 2) Regula-
tions 2006. 

Section 51 of the Child Care Act 1991 outlines the category of childcare providers that must 
notify their service to the HSE and that are subject to the Regulations and to inspection.  Section 
58 of the Act  provides for exemptions for certain categories of childminders from the provi-
sions of Section 51 and the services exempted under this section are not required to give notice 
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to the HSE of their service. 

Childminders who are not subject to the requirement to notify are, however, encouraged 
to voluntarily notify their service to their local City or County Childcare Committee which 
provides a range of supports to enable them to improve the standards of their childcare service. 
These supports include the Childminders Tax Exemption scheme which provides for a tax ex-
emption for those childminders who have satisfactorily participated in the Voluntary Notifica-
tion process and whose annual income from childminding does not exceed €15,000.  Despite 
these supports the number of childminders who opted to voluntarily notify their services only 
reached approximately 1,250 in 2011.   

While my Department continues to actively promote the notification of childminding ser-
vices and the participation of childminders in quality and training programmes, parents con-
tinue to enter into informal arrangements with childminders who are outside the scope of the 
Regulations.  There are no means available to my Department to establish the number of child-
minders, providing childcare from their own homes, who are not subject to the Regulations 
and who have chosen not to participate in the voluntary notification process, or  to establish the 
number of children availing of these services. 

The number of Childminder participants in the Quality Awareness Programme, provided to 
my Department by Pobal and based on the City/County Childcare Committee Annual Progress 
Reports, is as follows:

Childminder Participants Amount
at 30 June 2013    197
2012    339
2011    475
2010    767
2009 1,045
2008 1,059
2007    942
2006 1,049
  2005  1,284
Total 7,157

In addition I have, in recent weeks, received the report of the Expert Advisory Group on the 
Early Years Strategy.  The report includes a recommendation on an extension of regulation of 
childminders. I am currently reviewing this recommendation ahead of finalisation of the Early 
Years Strategy. 

05/11/2013WRUU03150UN Convention on Children’s Rights

05/11/2013WRUU03200985. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
third and fourth State reports have been finalised and sent to the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child; and, if not, when the reports will be finalised [45715/13]

05/11/2013WRUU03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The State’s con-
solidated Third and Fourth Report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
was submitted to that Committee on 2nd August 2013.
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  Question No. 986 answered with Question No. 978.

Child Poverty

05/11/2013WRUU03600987. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on the following case in relation to submissions to the area based response to child poverty 
initiative (details supplied).  [45902/13]

05/11/2013WRUU03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is implementing the new Area Based Childhood (ABC) programme which was announced as 
part of Budget 2013.  The programme is being introduced on foot of the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment to adopt an area-based approach to child poverty, drawing on best in-
ternational practice and existing services to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most 
deeply entrenched, and improve the outcomes for children and young people.  The programme 
is being co-funded by Atlantic Philanthropies and is expected to have a total funding alloca-
tion of up to €29.7 million.  The programme will build on and continue much of the work of 
the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme (PEIP) which was also implemented by my 
Department and co-funded by the Atlantic Philanthropies.

In addition to the three PEIP sites, I am expecting that at least 3 new sites will participate in 
the new programme.  It is also my intention to broaden the impact of the programme by begin-
ning the process of mainstreaming some of the evidence-based programmes which have been 
positively evaluated and are cost-effective.  The establishment of my Department’s Child and 
Family Agency in the coming months will be important to this process.  

Applications to participate in the programme were invited from interested not for profit con-
sortia earlier this year.  Fifty applications were received.  Last July the Government approved 
the transition of the three sites which participated in the PEIP into the new programme. The 
programme is seeking to finalize contracts with the PEIP sites in the near future.

The remaining applications were reviewed by a Working Group led by my Department, 
using criteria set out in the application process.  The recommendations of the Working Group 
have been considered by the Project Team which is overseeing the new programme and are 
expected to be considered by the Government in the coming weeks.  Successful applicants 
will be invited to progress to the next, more detailed stage of the process which, if successfully 
completed, will be followed by contract stage and entry to the programme. 

Family Support Services

05/11/2013WRUU03800988. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if ad-
equate support services are in place to support a family (details supplied) in County Cork; if he 
will outline the further practical and financial support is available in this instance. [45903/13]

05/11/2013WRUU03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy is 
advised that details of this case have been brought to the attention of the HSE Social Work De-
partment in West Cork under the 2011 Children First: National Guidance for the Welfare and 
Protection of Children. 

The HSE has statutory responsibility for the welfare and protection of children, under the 
Child Care Act, 1991.  Following an initial assessment the HSE will be best placed to assess the 
needs of this family, including any family support or welfare assistance that may be required.
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Care Services

05/11/2013WRVV00200989. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
being taken to meet the financial and accommodation needs of a young person (details supplied) 
in full time education who is under the care of the State. [45924/13]

05/11/2013WRVV00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested  
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

05/11/2013WRVV00350Missing Children

05/11/2013WRVV00400990. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of minors that have been reported missing from the care system in County Waterford in 2011 
and 2012; and to date in 2013; the number that were found and re-entered the system; the age 
profile and country of origin of these children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46005/13]

05/11/2013WRVV00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

Child Care Services Regulation

05/11/2013WRVV00600991. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
introduce any new child care regulations for child care facilities; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46014/13]

05/11/2013WRVV00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Pre-school ser-
vices are  governed by Part VII of the Child Care Act 1991 and by the Child Care (Pre-School 
Services (No. 2) Regulations 2006.  These Regulations are supported by explanatory notes 
which offer guidance and assist in interpreting the Regulations.  New National Quality Stan-
dards for Pre-School Services will be launched before the end of the year.  These new Standards 
will replace the explanatory notes and will set out the outcomes and supporting criteria against 
which the quality of child care services will be measured.  

Legislation to strengthen the current inspection regime and underpin the Pre-School Qual-
ity Agenda is expected to be enacted before the end of the year.  This legislation will provide 
a statutory basis for registration of pre-school services and will introduce a range of new en-
forcement powers for Inspectors at pre-prosecution level.  Under the proposed new system, all 
pre-school services will have to be registered in order to operate.  Inspectors will be empowered 
to specify improvement conditions that a service must comply with; and the threat of removal 
of registration will be available.  This system will, for the first time, provide for timely and ef-
fective regulation and enforcement of standards in pre-school services, backed up by statutory 
registration.

It is my intention to introduce new qualification requirements for staff delivering child care 
in the pre-school sector and the new legislative changes will provide for this.  This will be an 
important new development as, at present, staff working in child care services other than under 
the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, are not subject to any require-
ment in respect of qualifications.  The minimum requirement of Level 5 for pre-school lead-
ers delivering the pre-school year will be increased to Level 6 on the National Framework of 
Qualifications of Ireland (NFQ).  In addition, all pre-school assistants, and all other staff caring 



Questions - Written Answers

596

for children in a pre-school service, will be subject to a minimum requirement of Level 5.  This 
requirement will be effective from September 2014 for new services, and from September 2015 
for existing services. 

The legislation will also provide for the regulation of after-school childcare services.  I ex-
pect to be in position the commence the development of after-school regulations in 2014.

Social Work Staff

05/11/2013WRVV00800992. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 232 of 26 September 2013, the total number of social work-
ers in the area of family support and child care services, or in relevant units, Departments or 
teams, however they may have been organised and named, for each of the years 2008 to 2012.  
[46037/13]

05/11/2013WRVV00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the relevant information from the HSE and I will forward it directly to the Deputy as soon as it 
becomes available. 

05/11/2013WRVV00950Health Services Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRVV01000993. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 232 of 26 September 2013, the number of vacancies arising 
in children and family services in 2012 that were considered by the National Employment Con-
trol Group; the number of such vacancies in which the group recommended that the vacancy be 
filled by recruitment; and the number of such cases in which that recruitment was approved and 
the vacancy subsequently filled. [46038/13]

05/11/2013WRVV01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the relevant information from the HSE and I will forward it directly to the Deputy as soon as it 
becomes available. 

Children in Care

05/11/2013WRVV01200994. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 232 of 26 September 2013, the number of young persons 
who left care on reaching their 18th birthday during 2012 or during the nearest 12 month report-
ing period; the number of such young persons who began aftercare programmes; the number 
of such young persons who did not begin aftercare programmes; the number of such young 
persons who began aftercare programmes who subsequently disengaged from them; if she will 
provide any other statistical information available on aftercare, to include breakdown by type 
of aftercare package, by geography, by educational or employment attainment, for example the 
number of young persons in aftercare currently pursing third level education; the annual spend 
on aftercare; the average cost of an aftercare package; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46039/13]

05/11/2013WRVV01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested  
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.
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Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRVV01400995. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the name, 
qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by her. [46082/13]

05/11/2013WRVV01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As requested 
by the Deputy, details of the name and current salary of each political staff member is set out 
in tabular format below.  All Ministerial staff appointments made by me have been made in 
accordance with Instructions for Ministerial Appointments as published by the Department of 
Finance in April 2011.  These instructions set specific conditions to be met in respect of such 
appointments including sanction of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and in 
addition sanction from An Taoiseach for appointments made from outside the civil service. In 
addition, there is a statutory requirement under the Public Service Management Act, 1997 to 
obtain the approval of the Government for the appointment of a Special Adviser. 

The terms of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 and the Standards in Public Office Act 
2001 apply to all Ministerial staff appointments, including Special Advisers. In accordance with 
these Acts a copy of the appointees’ contracts of employment together with details of qualifica-
tions for Special Advisers whose remuneration exceeds the second long service increment sala-
ry (standard scale) of a higher executive officer in the civil service are laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.  In addition, the Acts provide for each individual appointee, with the exception 
of the grade of Civilian Driver, to make written statements of registerable interests which could 
materially influence the appointee in, or in relation to, the performance of official functions.     

I am satisfied that all of the persons appointed by me are appropriately qualified to carry out 
their official functions.

Name Position Held Current Salary
Marion Mannion Special Adviser €81,676
William Lavelle Special Adviser (0.5 WTE) €40,838
Olaf Gill Personal Assistant €43,715
Meágan Ní Chúirc Personal Secretary €26,980

Adoption Records Provision

05/11/2013WRVV01600996. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in the 
event of an adopted person successfully tracing his or her birth mother and the identity being 
known to him or her, the reason he or she cannot be given a copy of his or her adoption file; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46166/13]

05/11/2013WRVV01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work is continu-
ing  in relation to the preparation of the Heads of Bill of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) 
Bill.  My view is that persons affected by adoption should be provided with a statutory right to 
as much information as possible within permissible Constitutional boundaries.  The constitu-
tional and legal context within which the development of legislative proposals must be under-
taken is complex.  This has influenced the existing approach to access to information which, 
while subject to significant development in recent years, has heretofore operated based upon the 
consent of all the parties.  The proposed legislation is intended to provide for a structured and 
regulated approach for applicants seeking access to adoption information and is also intended 
to facilitate contact between parties affected by adoption, including in circumstances where an 
adoption order was not effected. 
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Complex legal and Constitutional issues have arisen during the course of  preparation of the 
Heads of Bill including the setting of criteria for balancing an adopted person’s right to infor-
mation about his or her identity as against a birth parent’s right to privacy.  This is a particular 
challenge in considering the impact on individuals in respect of adoptions which took place 
in the past where the concept of confidentiality and privacy were very central in the adoption 
process.  These issues are currently receiving careful examination and detailed consideration is 
underway on the part of my Department and the Office of the Attorney General.

I am anxious to bring the Heads of Bill before Government at the earliest possible date. 
Again, my view is that persons affected by adoption should be provided with a statutory right 
to as much information as permissible within Constitutional boundaries.  However, there are 
undoubtedly challenges remaining in developing a workable framework which respects the 
Constitutional rights of all parties.  I remain committed to achieving my policy objectives not-
withstanding these challenges.

Health Services Reports

05/11/2013WRVV01800997. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason the Health Service Executive is not making a report readily available to the person to 
whom it directly pertains; if she will have this report (details supplied) published; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46341/13]

05/11/2013WRVV01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

Youth Services Funding

05/11/2013WRVV02000998. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there 
is any grant scheme available through her Department to assist youth clubs with ongoing run-
ning costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46425/13]

05/11/2013WRVV02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  

My Department provides funding for a Local Youth Club Grant Scheme which supports 
youth work activities at a local level (€1.035m in 2013). These grants are made available to all 
youth clubs and groups through the Education Training Boards (ETB).  

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department has notified all ETBs of the 2013 allocations 
available to them to provide support to local youth clubs.  

Further information concerning this funding is available from the relevant ETB. 

Grant Payments

05/11/2013WRVV02200999. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when an 
application for a playground grant will be finalised in respect of a school (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary.  [46488/13]
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05/11/2013WRVV02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Depart-
ment has a funding provision of €500,000 in respect of National Lottery Funding for 2013 and 
the closing date for applications was 18 October 2013.  Over 600 applications, totalling over 
€7.5m, were received and the school to which the Deputy refers is one of these applications.  As 
the volume of applications far exceeds the available resources it may not be possible to assist 
all applications.  The assessment process is ongoing and all applicants will be informed of the 
outcome as soon as final decisions have been made. 

Children in Care

05/11/2013WRVV024001000. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide, in tabular form for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, the number of 
children in the care of the State; and if she will provide a breakdown of the care orders which 
underpinned the first placement of these children in care in each of those years, including volun-
tary care orders, emergency care orders, interim care orders and special care orders. [46587/13]

05/11/2013WRVV02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

Social Work Staff

05/11/2013WRVV026001001. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of social workers employed in the Community Care Area 8 in the years 2011, 2012 and 
to date in 2013; the number of vacant posts in this area at present; and if these vacancies will be 
filled as soon as possible. [46614/13]

05/11/2013WRVV02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
requested by the Deputy is as follows:

2010 2011 2012 September 2013
40.2 45.44 50.14 48.11

I am advised by the HSE that there are four vacancies.  These vacancies are currently being 
processed by the HSE National Recruitment Service which has received approval to fill them 
from the national social work panel.  

Preschool Services

05/11/2013WRVV028001002. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the po-
sition regarding the request of a person (details supplied) in County Cork to defer their child’s 
early childhood care and education year until 2014.  [46856/13]

05/11/2013WRVV02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): No formal appli-
cation for deferral was received in relation to the child referred to.  However, his parent was in 
touch with my Department and I understand that he has been granted an exemption on the basis 
of special needs to avail of the programme over two years on a pro-rata basis, as requested by 
his parent(s), and that he is now attending pre-school for 3 days per week. 
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Grant Payments

05/11/2013WRVV030001003. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the position regarding an application under the national lottery grant scheme in respect of an 
organisation (details supplied) in County Donegal; when a decision will issue; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46993/13]

05/11/2013WRVV03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has a funding provision of €500,000 in respect of National Lottery Funding for 2013 and the 
closing date for applications was 18th October 2013.  Over 600 applications, totalling over 
€7.5m, were received and the organisation to which the Deputy refers is one of these applica-
tions.  As the volume of applications far exceeds the available resources it may not be possible  
to assist all applications.  The assessment process is ongoing and all applicants will be informed 
of the outcome as soon as final decisions have been made.

Adoption Issues

05/11/2013WRVV032001004. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if legislation 
will be amended, retrospectively, to allow families who hold declarations of eligibility and suit-
ability to adopt issued prior to 31 October 2010, and who already have referrals of children in 
the Russian Federation, to proceed with their stalled Russian adoptions, as previously indicated.  
[47038/13]

05/11/2013WRVV03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware that a 
small number of applicants who were at a late stage in adopting from Russia when the changes 
to Russian legislation were enacted were unable to complete these adoptions before 31 October, 
2013 as the Section 63 declarations of eligibility and suitability to adopt expired on that date. 
Since this issue was brought to my attention, officials in my Department have been seeking a 
way to address the problems due to the sudden change in Russian legislation. 

It is my understanding that in order to adopt from Russia it is necessary to have a valid 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt on the date of the court hearing to finalise the 
adoption, and for a specified period thereafter before the Court order takes effect.  In order that 
those affected could continue with their adoption, which was stopped by this change in Russian 
law, an amendment to the Adoption Act, 2010, would be necessary. 

The advice of the Attorney General has been sought and I understand that in principle it is 
possible to enact legislation which could retrospectively extend the period of validity to dec-
larations.  As the Adoption Act, 2010, is drafted on the basis of the incorporation of the Hague 
Convention and the minimum set of standards outlined therein, the implications of amending 
the Act must be carefully examined before I make a decision to amend the legislation.  My De-
partment, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General, is examining if it is possible 
to address this situation within the parameters of Irish law and the Constitution.

Adoption Issues

05/11/2013WRVV034001005. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
adoptions that went through an agency (details supplied) in County Galway; where the records 
of these adoptions are held; and if her attention has been drawn to any complaints of children 
being unlawfully taken from their mothers for adoption from this unit. [47049/13]
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05/11/2013WRVV03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter for which the HSE has responsibility, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRVV03550Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRVV036001006. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide, in tabular form, the partial year and the full year monetary effect of the Depart-
ment’s budget 2014 reductions in expenditure.  [47072/13]

05/11/2013WRVV03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Estimate 
provision for my Department in 2014 amounts to €449 million. This level of investment demon-
strates that, while operating within difficult Budgetary constraints, this Government is strongly 
committed to delivering important reforms and service developments to support Ireland’s chil-
dren and families. 

In relation to the specific question asked by the Deputy, my Department will continue to im-
plement savings in 2014 to programme areas identified in the 2011 Comprehensive Review of 
Expenditure (CRE).  To the greatest extent possible, these are being achieved through increased 
operating efficiencies and value-for-money to protect frontline services. The table below sets 
out the full year impact of the savings to be achieved in 2014:

- Savings in 2014 €m
Youth Programmes 3.0
School Completion programme 1.7
National Longitudinal Study 1.0
National Children’s Strategy and Other 
Programmes

0.4

Early Intervention Programme 0.8
Family Support Agency 2.1
Total 9.0

In tandem with this approach, additional funding in 2014 has been secured to:

Support reform of child welfare and protection services;

Scaling back of overall reduction in Youth services;

Implement a preschool quality agenda; and

Address child poverty through the Area Based Childhood programme.

Food Safety

05/11/2013WRVV038001007. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the steps that have been taken to 
monitor the levels of radiation in food and fish from Japan as a result of the Fukushima radia-
tion leaks. [45719/13]

05/11/2013WRVV03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following the accident at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant in Japan in March 2011, the European Commission introduced 
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safeguard controls on all imported feed and food products originating in or consigned from 
Japan.  These controls included the testing of all feed and food prior to export from Japan and 
the provision of a declaration from the Japanese authorities attesting that the product did not 
exceed the EU’s maximum permitted levels of radionuclides.  In addition, such products are 
also subject to random testing in the EU.

The above safeguard measures have been reviewed and amended a number of times taking 
into account the most up to date occurrence data provided by the Japanese authorities on radio-
activity in feed and food and imposed controls continue in accordance with these amendments. 
Officials from my Department attend regular meetings at EU level to ensure that we are kept 
fully informed of all international developments in this area.

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) has advised me that the amount of foodstuffs 
imported from Japan is minuscule.  Notwithstanding this however, the FSAI is in constant 
contact with all the relevant agencies involved in import controls (including the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, the Radiological 
Protection Institute of Ireland and the HSE) to ensure that imports from the affected areas of 
Japan are monitored for levels of radiation.

05/11/2013WRVV03950Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRVV040001008. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the measure announced 
in budget 2014 is discriminating against married couples with the new medical card eligibility 
criteria (details supplied); the reason for the bias towards a single person’s income thus dis-
criminating against those who are married.  [45726/13]

05/11/2013WRVV041001018. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the reason the new income 
limits for medical cards of €900 for a married couple over 70 is not double the single person 
over 70 limit of €500, as it used to be; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47183/13]

05/11/2013WRVV042001040. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to the recently an-
nounced changes in the income limits of the over 70s medical card, the reason the change has 
been disproportionately larger for married couples, down to €900 from €1,200, as opposed to 
€500 from €600 for a single person; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45705/13]

05/11/2013WRVV043001094. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical card 
income guidelines announced as part of budget 2014 no longer assess the combined income 
of a married or co-habiting couple as double that of a single person in view of the fact other 
household compositions such as siblings sharing a home remain unaffected; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46113/13]

05/11/2013WRVV044001106. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on whether older 
married couples are being discriminated against under the new medical card qualification terms, 
as unmarried couples have a ceiling of €1,000 per week and married couples have a ceiling of 
€900 per week; if he will consider changing the terms so that married couples and unmarried 
couples qualify for medical cards based on the same income ceiling; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46182/13]

05/11/2013WRVV045001206. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will consider increasing the 
income limits in respect of medical cards for the over 70s for a couple to €1,000; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46795/13]

05/11/2013WRVV046001234. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the rationale for the differ-
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ence in the medical card cut-off point of €500 for a single person and €900 for a couple; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46889/13]

05/11/2013WRVV04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1008, 1018, 1040, 1094, 1106, 1206 and 1234 together.

The Government recognises that the living costs of an individual living alone are more than 
half the living costs of a couple living together and that expenditure does not necessarily dimin-
ish relative to the number of people in the household. This is recognised, inter alia, through 
the provision of the Living Alone Increase and differential income limits for medical cards for 
persons aged under 70 years between individuals and couples. 

In that context, the over-70s income limit for a single person has been reduced proportion-
ately less than the income limit for a couple. 

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRVV048001009. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 can be expedited; the reason for the 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45751/13]

05/11/2013WRVV04900Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRWW00150Tobacco Control Measures

05/11/2013WRWW002001010. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the increase of the to-
bacco retailers licensing charge proposed in Budget 2014 is purely a revenue-raising facility or 
if it is designed primarily as a public health promoting measure; if the former, if he has taken 
into account the potential loss to the State of revenues by an increase in black-market trade 
which may result from this measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45891/13]

05/11/2013WRWW003001011. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health with regard to the li-
censing for the sale of tobacco products in a small rural shop, the cost to purchase this type of 
licence and if he will indicate the quantity of cigarettes that would need to be sold in order to 
recoup the cost of this licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45896/13]

05/11/2013WRWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1010 and 
1011 together.

 Retail measures were introduced in July 2009 (Point of Sale Display and Advertising Ban). 

Currently under Irish Tobacco Control Legislation a retailer wishing to sell tobacco prod-
ucts must register with the Health Service Executive (HSE) and be placed on the Retail Register 
for the sale of tobacco products.  Under the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2002 as amended the 
HSE may charge a fee as may be determined by the Minister for Health.  To date this has been 
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a once off fee of €50 per applicant.

The Government proposes to increase the Retail Register fee during 2014 in the context of 
legislation to provide for the licensing of the sale of tobacco products as outlined in Tobacco 
Free Ireland which was approved by Government in July of this year.

05/11/2013WRWW00450Tobacco Control Measures

05/11/2013WRWW005001012. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health with regard to the li-
censing of tobacco vending machines, if the licence required apply to the shop and vending 
machines or just the person supplying the vending machine; do the suppliers of said vending 
machines need to get a licence for each vending machine supplied to each shop or one single 
licence to cover all the shops they have vending machines in; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45904/13]

05/11/2013WRWW00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Currently under Irish Tobacco Control Leg-
islation a retailer wishing to sell tobacco products must register with the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE) and be placed on the Retail Register for the sale of tobacco products. This includes 
the sale of tobacco products by self-service vending machines.  Under the Public Health (To-
bacco) Act 2002 as amended the HSE may charge a fee as may be determined by the Minister 
for Health.  To date this has been a once off fee of €50 per applicant.

The Government proposes to increase the Retail Register fee during 2014 in the context of 
legislation to provide for the licensing of the sale of tobacco products as outlined in Tobacco 
Free Ireland which was approved by Government in July of this year.

05/11/2013WRWW00650Health Services Staff Training

05/11/2013WRWW007001013. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if training has been provided to staff 
in the Health Service Executive who are dealing with persons with a mental health condition; 
and if not, if he will justify this in view of how vulnerable these citizens might be.  [46354/13]

05/11/2013WRWW00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRWW00850Tobacco Control Measures

05/11/2013WRWW009001014. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 104 of 15 October 2013, regarding his Department’s participation in the high 
level implementation group to oversee the project plan for the introduction of plain packaging 
of tobacco products and where his Department outlined to the group from an intellectual prop-
erty perspective the potential issues arising in relation to domestic and international law, the 
issues that he referred to in his response; if they are significant in terms of framing the proposed 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46446/13]

05/11/2013WRWW01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The work of the Steering Group is part of the 
deliberative process informing the drafting of heads of a Bill to regulate the retail packaging of 
tobacco products in Ireland. As such it would not be appropriate for me to give details of any 
discussions held by the Group at this time.
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05/11/2013WRWW01050Treatment Abroad Scheme

05/11/2013WRWW011001015. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding treat-
ment abroad in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9.  [46474/13]

05/11/2013WRWW01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRWW01250Health Services Access

05/11/2013WRWW013001016. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that 
Ireland is one of half of all 27 EU member countries that EU migrants can access full health 
care services without ever having paid contributions into the system; his views that this is con-
tributing to Ireland becoming a destination for benefit tourism; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46675/13]

05/11/2013WRWW01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended), eligibility for public health services in Ireland is based primarily on residency 
and means. 

Determining whether a person is “normally resident” is the responsibility of the Health Ser-
vice Executive.  A person living in Ireland for at least one year is generally considered by the 
HSE to be ‘ordinarily resident’ and is entitled to either full eligibility or limited eligibility for 
health services.  People who have not been resident in Ireland for at least one year must satisfy 
the HSE that it is their intention to remain for a minimum of one year in order to be eligible for 
health services.

The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides for two categories of eligibility for all persons 
ordinarily resident in the country, i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all 
others).  Full eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits and is granted to 
persons who, in the opinion of the health Service Executive (HSE) are unable to provide gen-
eral practitioner, medical and surgical services to persons and themselves and their dependants 
without undue hardship.  There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue 
hardship” where the income guidelines are exceeded. 

Persons living in Ireland and receiving a social security payment from another European 
Union/European Economic Area country or Switzerland, and not liable to contribute to the Irish 
Social Welfare System and not in receipt of an Irish Social Welfare Payment, may be granted a 
medical card under the provisions of EU Regulations.  

Persons with full eligibility (medical card holders) are entitled to a range of services includ-
ing general practitioner services, prescribed drugs and medicines, all in-patient public hospital 
services in public wards including consultants services, all out-patient public hospital services 
including consultants services, dental, ophthalmic and aural services and appliances and mater-
nity and infant care services.  They are also entitled to prescribed drugs and medicines subject 
to a €2.50 charge per prescribed item (maximum charge of €25.00 per month).  Other services 
such as allied health professional services may be available to medical card holders.

People with limited eligibility (non-medical card holders) are entitled, subject to certain 
charges, to all in-patient public hospital services in public wards including consultant services 
and out-patient pubic hospital services including consultants services.  The current public hos-
pital statutory in-patient charge is €75 per night, to a maximum of €750 in any twelve consecu-
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tive months.  Attendance at accident and emergency departments is subject to a charge of €100 
where the patient does not have a referral note from his/her doctor.  This charge applies only to 
the first episode of care.

05/11/2013WRWW01450Misuse of Drugs

05/11/2013WRWW015001017. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on actions being taken to deal with our drug crisis.  [46763/13]

05/11/2013WRWW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Drugs misuse con-
tinues to be one of the most significant challenges facing our country.  It is highly destructive 
and has devastating effects on individuals, relationships, families, communities and society in 
general.  

Implementation of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016 which sets out Government pol-
icy in dealing with the drugs problem is being pursued across a range of Government Depart-
ments and Agencies.  Solid progress is being made across the 63 Actions of the Strategy which 
are based around the five pillars of supply reduction, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and 
research.  The Oversight Forum on Drugs, which I chair,  meets on a quarterly basis and reviews 
the implementation of the Strategy.   

An annual progress report on the implementation of the actions of the National Drugs Strat-
egy is compiled and the 2012 report is available on the Department of Health website. 

  Question No. 1018 answered with Question No. 1008.

05/11/2013WRWW01850Mobility Allowance Review

05/11/2013WRWW019001019. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regard-
ing the review of the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant; the date on which the 
schemes will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [47287/13]

05/11/2013WRWW020001045. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if the inter-Departmental group, 
chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach, has reported back on proposals for the operation of 
the new scheme or schemes for mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant, includ-
ing eligibility criteria and administrative arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45753/13]

05/11/2013WRWW021001244. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the replacement scheme 
for the mobility allowance scheme will be announced; and when this replacement programme 
will be in place to accommodate those who were so heavily reliant on the previous scheme.  
[47045/13]

05/11/2013WRWW022001248. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health about the interdepartmental 
group on the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant, if he will confirm the members 
of the committee; the number of times the committee has met since being established; the date 
on which the committee will release its reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47088/13]

05/11/2013WRWW02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1019, 1045, 1244 and 1248 together.

Conscious of the position of the Ombudsman that the Mobility Allowance and Motorised 
Transport Grant schemes were  illegal in the context of the Equal Status Acts, both schemes 
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were closed to new recipients on 26th February earlier this year. Mobility Allowance payments 
continue to be made on a temporary basis by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to current 
recipients.  These will continue to be made for a further period pending the commencement 
of new statutory provisions, in the interests of preventing hardship.  The Motorised Transport 
Grant scheme remains closed.  

The Inter-Departmental group was asked to develop detailed proposals for the operation of 
a new scheme or schemes, including eligibility criteria and administrative arrangements, and 
to report back to Government. The Group has submitted initial proposals to the Minister for 
consideration.  

The Inter-Department group includes senior officials from the Departments of Taoiseach, 
Health, Social Protection, Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, Environment, Justice and 
Equality, Transport, the Office of the Attorney General and the National Disability Authority. 
The group has met on 8 occasions.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability and in particular 
the Government has a clear policy to support, subject to the resources available to it, the inde-
pendence of people with disabilities.  All of these matters will be taken into consideration when 
making a decision on future arrangements.

05/11/2013WRWW02350Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRWW024001020. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the checks he has put in place to 
ensure that doctors cannot overclaim for medical card patients who have died or emigrated; if 
his Department has a fraud control system similar to the one operated by the Department of 
Social Protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45607/13]

05/11/2013WRWW025001144. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if the attention of his 
Department and or the Health Service Executive has been drawn to payments continuing to be 
made to GP’s for the administration of the medical card scheme for persons who are deceased; 
if such payments were made known to the Health Service Executive during the years 2012 and 
2013; if the HSE recouped the moneys paid; if he or the HSE deemed it necessary to have any 
such payments investigated by the relevant authorities including the Gardaí; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46385/13]

05/11/2013WRWW02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1020 and 1144 together.

Capitation fees are paid to General Practitioners where a person has eligibility for a Medi-
cal/GP Visit Card.  Fees are not paid where eligibility no longer exists e.g. following an assess-
ment of means, emigration or death.  Under the Health Act 1970, there is an obligation on all 
card holders to notify the HSE of any change in their circumstances, which would put them 
above the Medical Card/GP Visit Card income guidelines.

In addition to the review of eligibility on expiration of a medical card, targeted reviews of 
eligibility were introduced during 2012, in relation to medical cards which had been inactive for 
more than 12 months.  In such cases, medical card holders were formally contacted to confirm 
that they were still resident in the State.  In cases where no response was received, eligibility 
was removed and the payment of capitation fees ceased. 

In 2012, the HSE introduced data sharing with the Death Events Publication Service (DEPS) 
operated by the General Register Office (GRO). Death notifications are received by the HSE 
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from the GRO on a weekly basis and payments to the GP are ceased immediately.

Where there is a delay in recording a death with the GRO, any amounts paid to GPs between 
the date of death and prior to the notification of the death to the HSE are recouped from the GP 
immediately the death information is received by the HSE. 

In addition, GPs can update the database to reflect the death of patients on their GP list. 
In 2012, GPs made 4,400 such amendments and in all of these cases payments to the GP are 
ceased immediately.

05/11/2013WRWW02650Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRWW027001021. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the number of reviews that were 
carried out on over 70’s medical card applications following the budget changes introduced 
in 2012; if these same applicants will have to go through a further review following the 2013 
budget changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45608/13]

05/11/2013WRWW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Alter-
ation of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013 gave legislative effect to the Budget 2013 measure to 
reduce the gross income thresholds for an over-70s medical card and to provide for a scheme of 
assessment for an over-70s GP visit card.  Following enactment, in the period from 5 April 2013 
to 30 October 2013, 82,103 review application assessments have been conducted in respect of 
applicants and their dependants, if any, holding such eligibility. 

Further changes were announced in the Budget 2014 on the gross income thresholds for an 
over-70s medical card.  When the requisite legislation to bring these changes into effect is in 
place, all persons currently holding over-70s medical card eligibility will be subject to a review 
assessment.  The purpose of these review assessments is to determine if persons will continue 
to hold eligibility under the revised income qualifying limits.

05/11/2013WRWW02850Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRWW029001022. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if applicants for the over 70’s 
medical card are subject to the same discretionary conditions as those under 70 whereby finan-
cial hardship as a result of medical need may be assessed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45606/13]

05/11/2013WRWW03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical Card and 
GP Visit Card eligibility under the scheme for persons aged 70 or older is solely based on an 
assessment of gross income.

For persons person aged 70 or older who are assessed as ineligible under the gross income 
thresholds that apply, they may also have their eligibility assessed under the means tested medi-
cal card scheme.  This assessment is based on net income and assessable outgoing expenses 
and the qualifying income thresholds under this scheme are lower than over-70s gross income 
thresholds.  If a person is means assessed ineligible for a medical card under the general scheme 
and that person has other social, medical or financial circumstances relevant to an assessment 
of their ability to provide for their medical needs or the medical needs of any dependants they 
may have, these factors will be considered to decide if a medical card or GP visit card should 
be approved on discretionary grounds under the ‘undue hardship’ or ‘undue burden’ provision 
of the medical card scheme.
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05/11/2013WRWW03050Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRWW031001023. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
County Donegal that are currently eligible for a medical card; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45619/13]

05/11/2013WRWW03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE collates 
medical card data by Local Health Area.  According to statistics at 1 October 2013, there are 
currently 91,091 persons holding medical card eligibility in the Donegal Local Health Area.

05/11/2013WRWW03250Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRWW033001024. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health with regard to the clinic panel 
that has been set up to assess discretionary medical cards, if financial officers form part of the 
panel whereby they can accurately value the financial burden on persons and families where no 
medical card is awarded and a specific costing is placed on the patients needs that would have 
been covered under the medical card on such needs as therapy, medical equipment, medical 
supplies, hospital fees, General Practitioner visits as well as consultant visits and so on if not; 
if he will consider putting such assessors on the panel; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45639/13]

05/11/2013WRWW03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The 1970 Health 
Act provides that persons who are unable, without undue hardship, to arrange GP services for 
themselves and family qualify for a medical card, having regard to the overall financial situa-
tion of the applicant and his/her dependants.  Applications are, in the first instance, subject to 
a means assessment to determine if assessable income declared is within the set income limits 
to qualify for a medical card or a GP visit card.  Medical card and GP visit card applications 
are considered in accordance with the Medical Card and GP Visit Card National Assessment 
Guidelines. 

I am advised by the HSE that, if an application is assessed over the qualifying financial 
thresholds for both a medical card and GP visit card or assessed as under the qualifying thresh-
olds for a GP visit card only, and the application also includes other medical, social or financial 
details that do not form part of the means assessment, the application will then be considered on 
discretionary grounds for a grant of a card under the ‘undue hardship’/unduly burdensome’ ar-
ranging of a GP service provisions of the medical card scheme of assessment.  The assessment 
to be made in this instance is whether it is considered that “undue hardship”/”unduly burden-
some” will occur or an ‘undue burden’ be placed on the applicant(s) in providing for his/her 
medical needs or his/her family dependants’ medical needs in the absence of medical card or 
GP visit card eligibility.  Deciding Officers appointed from within the staff of the HSE Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service take decisions in relation to the consideration of applications to 
approve or decline the grant of a medical card/GP visit card on discretionary grounds.

The National Assessment Guidelines give guidance to a decision maker as to the relevant 
factors to have regard to in making an assessment as to whether the ‘undue hardship’/’undue 
burden’ provisions apply to the circumstances presented on an application.  In particular, the 
guidelines state that the “exercise of discretion by the HSE, in favour of the applicant, should 
be considered where meeting the costs of services covered by a medical card or a GP visit card 
compromises the applicant’s or his/her family’s ability to meet the essential costs”.   In con-
ducting this assessment,  medical and social circumstances are taken into account. The decision 
maker may make appropriate inquires or seek advice from other sources to assist with coming 
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to a decision on ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’, e.g. the applicant’s Doctor(s), the HSE’s 
Medical Officers, Social Worker, etc.

In the case of an application that includes evidence as to an individual(s) medical condition, 
the HSE’s assigned medical officers are consulted for their professional advice and expertise 
and asked to make a recommendation on an application as to whether ‘undue hardship’ will oc-
cur or an ‘undue burden’ be placed on the applicant(s) in providing for his/her medical needs 
or his/her family dependants’ medical needs, having regard to the medical condition(s) present-
ing.  This assessment necessarily involves the medical officers exercising their professional 
judgment and expertise to evaluate the cost of providing for a particular medical condition, as 
described on an application, and making a determination having regard to the assessed income 
and circumstances on an application whether ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’ will occur in the 
absence of a medical card/GP visit card eligibility.  The HSE is satisfied with the current operat-
ing procedures in this regard and satisfied that the panel of Medical Officers have the necessary 
professional expertise and judgment to effectively discharge this function.

05/11/2013WRWW03450Hospital Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRWW035001025. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the reason the salary of-
fered in the urologist position for Temple Street Hospital is below the normal salary for these 
positions at €109,000; when the position is filled the reason the urologist will be working half 
the time in Temple Street and half the time in Crumlin; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that this may be making it difficult for the position to be filled and that it would impact on 
the quality of services for children with spina bifida and other health conditions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45633/13]

05/11/2013WRWW036001101. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if reports in the press are correct 
that the urologist post for Temple Street Hospital is being advertised for €109K; his views on 
whether this is proving to be an obstacle for prospective candidates; the measures that will be 
taken to make the post more desirable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46157/13]

05/11/2013WRWW037001102. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is true that the successful 
candidate for Urologist at Temple Street Hospital will have to divide their time 50/50 between 
Temple St and Crumlin; his views on whether this is best use of a badly needed specialist at 
Temple Street Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46158/13]

05/11/2013WRWW03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1025, 1101 
and 1102 together.

The Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street is the national tertiary care centre for 
spina bifida and hydrocephalus.  All infants born in Ireland with spina bifida are transferred to 
Temple Street after birth for ongoing neonatal management. Children with spina bifida are seen 
by a multidisciplinary team at Temple Street which includes a consultant paediatrician with 
a special interest in spina bifida, a spina bifida nurse specialist and neurosurgery input.  It is 
intended to recruit a consultant urologist in order to ensure dedicated urology input.  A recruit-
ment process took place in 2009/2010 and again in 2012/2013.  As neither was successful, a 
new recruitment process is now in train and I am advised that the HSE is hopeful that this new 
recruitment process will result in a suitable candidate taking up the post. 

 In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputies, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to  respond directly in these matters.
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05/11/2013WRWW03850Mental Health Services Funding

05/11/2013WRWW039001026. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health in reference to the state-
ment (details supplied) which referenced the allocation of €20 million for investment in mental 
health in 2014, where she said, we, the mental health service, are getting €20 million this year 
and I have guaranteed that the additional €15 million will be available next year, if he will 
confirm that his Department has made this guarantee; if so, if he will restate that guarantee in 
response to this question; if this €15 million will be on top of the €35 million per year that the 
Programme for Government committed to be ringfenced each year for investment in mental 
health; if he will state the conditionality attached to this guarantee; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [45659/13]

05/11/2013WRWW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Mental health 
has again succeeded in obtaining a substantial ring-fenced allocation, within the overall budget-
ary context.  The current economic environment presents a significant challenge for the health 
system generally in delivering services.  However, mental health is being treated as a priority 
in so far as we can.  

The announcement in Budget 2014 of €20 million ring-fenced for mental health is in line 
with a commitment in the Programme for Government to accelerate the pace of change to 
develop a modern, patient-centred, and recovery orientated mental health service.  This €20 
million ring-fenced in Budget 2014 for mental health means that, despite serious resource pres-
sures overall, funding of €90 million has been made available since 2012 up to end 2014, which 
has been specifically ear-marked for mental health and suicide prevention.

I can confirm to the Deputy that I have been assured that the remaining €15 million which 
was due in 2014 for mental health will be restored in 2015.  I will also be advocating for an al-
location of €35 million in 2015 for mental health.

05/11/2013WRWW04050Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRWW041001027. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric patients 
waiting for inpatient orthopaedic procedures in Our Ladys Hospital Crumlin, the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Tallaght and in Temple Street Hospital  [45643/13]

05/11/2013WRWW04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to  respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

05/11/2013WRWW04250Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRWW043001028. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of adult patients wait-
ing for orthopaedic inpatient treatment in Tallaght Hospital  [45644/13]

05/11/2013WRWW04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
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icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

05/11/2013WRWW04450Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRWW045001029. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient beds 
closed in the National Children’s National Children’s Hospital; and the timeframe in which 
these beds have been closed  [45645/13]

05/11/2013WRWW04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Symphysiotomy Report

05/11/2013WRXX002001030. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when he will bring proposals in 
relation to the Walsh Report with regard to symphysiotomy to Government; when he will ap-
point a judge to meet with the women involved in order to facilitate a process to bring matters 
with regard to symphysiotomy further to a successful conclusion; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [45646/13]

05/11/2013WRXX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy may be aware, I received the 
independent report by Professor Oonagh Walsh on Symphysiotomy in Ireland at the end of May 
2013 and the Report is under consideration.

I met with the three support groups representing the women concerned in August 2013.  At 
that meeting, I proposed to appoint a judge to meet with the women in order to facilitate deci-
sions on how best to bring closure for the women concerned.

My officials are actively considering this issue and I intend bringing proposals to Govern-
ment  as soon as possible. 

I wish to confirm that I intend to publish the Walsh report when I have received Government 
approval regarding how best to proceed in relation to this issue.    

My priority continues to be to ensure that the women who have had this procedure have 
their health needs comprehensively and professionally met. In this regard, the HSE provides a 
range of services to women who may be experiencing any adverse effects as a result of under-
going this procedure.  These services include the provision of medical cards, the availability of 
independent clinical advice and the organisation of individual pathways of care and the arrange-
ment of appropriate follow-up.

Cochlear Implants

05/11/2013WRXX004001031. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on progress in relation the proposed business plan by the Health Service Executive and Beau-
mont Hospital to introduce a bilateral cochlear implant programme; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter.  [45651/13]

05/11/2013WRXX00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Beaumont Hospital is the centre for deliver-
ing Ireland’s national cochlear implant programme, with surgical provision for patients under 
six years being carried out in the Children’s University Hospital Temple Street.  Since the pro-
gramme commenced in 1995, over 700 patients have received cochlear implants. Beaumont 
Hospital carried out ninety cochlear implants in 2012 (42 children and 48 adults). 

The HSE has developed a proposal, in liaison with Beaumont Hospital, to introduce a bilat-
eral cochlear implant programme in Ireland. It is planned that the programme will be located 
in Beaumont Hospital. This is a complex development and the HSE has engaged with many 
stakeholders in the proposal development. Introduction of bilateral cochlear implantation will 
involve additional staff, equipment and capital works and will be dependent on additional fund-
ing being made available to support its commencement.  The proposal is being considered in the 
context of the Health Estimate for 2014, announced on 15 October last, and the development of 
the HSE’s National Service Plan 2014.

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRXX006001032. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason those applying 
for terminal medical cards are now being asked for information regarding their financial cir-
cumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45661/13]

05/11/2013WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Health 
Act 1970, as amended, the HSE is responsible for assessing an individual’s entitlement to a 
medical card and a GP visit card.  The legislation provides that persons who, in the opinion of 
the HSE are unable, without due hardship, to arrange general practitioner medical and surgical 
services for themselves and their dependents are deemed to be persons with full eligibility. 

Medical card eligibility is granted to persons on the basis of a notification having being 
received confirming a diagnosis of terminal illness and that the person concerned is at the end 
stage of that illness. No means test is applied to a person reporting end stage terminal illness. 

On receipt of the report confirmation, a medical card issues within 24 hours to the person 
concerned for a period of six months. Moreover, it is open to the person concerned or their 
parents, in the case of a card issuing to a child, to make a full application for medical card 
eligibility before the expiry of the initial six month period of eligibility.  In any event, renewal 
assessment forms automatically issue to the holders of all medical card or GP visit cards, three 
months prior to the expiry date of the card.

General Practitioner Services

05/11/2013WRXX008001033. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there are 
sufficient general practitioner services in Monasterevin, County Kildare, for a population of 
over 3,000.  [45687/13]

05/11/2013WRXX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Speech and Language Therapy

05/11/2013WRXX010001034. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the reason there are substantial 
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waiting times for patients to see Health Service Executive speech and language therapists in 
County Kildare and south Dublin  [45688/13]

05/11/2013WRXX01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRXX012001035. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when the rehabilitation 
training will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6 as funding has 
been allocated but it is now over seven weeks since the beginning of September and they re-
quire administrative sigh off form the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45657/13]

05/11/2013WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Card Appeals

05/11/2013WRXX014001036. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [45662/13]

05/11/2013WRXX01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Data

05/11/2013WRXX016001037. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if there is a policy change 
in his Department or whether the regulations regarding the issuing of terminal medical cards is 
now being fully implemented; the number of terminal medical cards issued over the past year; 
the total amount; the total versus last years number; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45663/13]

05/11/2013WRXX01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There has been no 
change to the policy or the regulations regarding the issuing of medical cards to terminally ill 
patients.

The HSE has an effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for 
patients who are terminally ill, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of medical care that 
they cannot afford.  They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the required patient 
details and the letter of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medical consultant.  
With the exception of terminally ill patients, the HSE issues all emergency cards on the basis 
that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means or undue hardship, and that 
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the applicant will follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the 
emergency card.  As a result, emergency medical cards are issued to a named individual, with a 
limited eligibility period of six months. 

For persons with a terminal illness in palliative care, no means test applies.  Once the ter-
minal illness is verified, patients are given an emergency medical card for six months. Given 
the nature and urgency of the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the 
person gets the card as quickly as possible. 

The information sought by the Deputy, concerning the number of medical cards issued 
to persons with a terminal illness in palliative care, is not readily available.  However, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRXX018001038. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the criteria that needs to be 
met to receive a terminal medical card, a discretionary medical card or an emergency medical 
card; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45664/13]

05/11/2013WRXX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): An emergency 
medical card can be requested from the HSE in respect of 1)  A person in palliative care, who 
is terminally ill; 2)  A homeless person in need of urgent medical care; 3)  A person with a seri-
ous medical condition that is in need of urgent medical care; 4)  A foster child in need of urgent 
medical care; 5)  An asylum seeker with a serious medical condition who is in need of urgent  
medical care.

No means test is applied to a person presenting with the above emergency circumstances. 
All that is required is that a medical report be submitted to the HSE verifying the person’s cir-
cumstances as above.  On receipt of the report confirmation, a medical card issues within 24 
hours to the person concerned for a period of six months.

The 1970 Health Act states that persons who are unable, without undue hardship, to arrange 
GP services for themselves and family qualify for a medical card, having regard to the overall 
financial situation of the applicant and his/her dependants. Applications are, in the first instance, 
subject to a means assessment to determine if assessable income declared is within the set in-
come limits to qualify for a medical card or a GP visit card.  Medical card and GP visit card 
applications are considered in accordance with the Medical Card and GP Visit Card National 
Assessment Guidelines. 

If an application is assessed over the qualifying financial thresholds for both a medical card 
and GP visit card or assessed as under the qualifying thresholds for a GP visit card only, and the 
application also includes other medical, social or financial details that do not form part of the 
means assessment, the application will then be considered on discretionary grounds for a grant 
of a card under the provisions relating to “undue hardship”/”unduly burdensome’ to arrange GP 
services for the medical card scheme of assessment.  The assessment to be made in this instance 
is whether it is considered that ‘undue hardship’ will occur or an ‘undue burden’ be placed on 
the applicant(s) in providing for his/her medical needs or his/her family dependants’ medical 
needs in the absence of medical card or GP visit card eligibility.

The National Assessment Guidelines provide guidance to a decision maker as to the relevant 
factors to have regard to in making an assessment as to whether the ‘undue hardship’/’undue 
burden’ provisions apply to the circumstances presented on an application. In particular, the 
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guidelines state that the ‘exercise of discretion by the HSE, in favour of the applicant, should be 
considered where meeting the costs of services covered by a Medical Card or a GP Visit Card 
compromises the applicant’s or his/her family’s ability to meet the essential costs associated 
with maintenance of employment; provision of reasonable housing; provision of appropriate 
nurturing and care for children or dependants; provision of adequate heating, nutrition and 
clothing, or coping with exceptional personal and financial burdens arising from medical or 
social circumstances.   In conducting this assessment, the Guidelines state that the following 
issues be taken account of on an application illness or medical circumstances which results in 
financial hardship; the cost of providing general medical and surgical services; the cost associ-
ated with the provision of medical, nursing and dental treatment; the cost of physiotherapy and 
speech and language therapy; transport cost to hospitals and clinics; addictions such as drink, 
drugs and gambling; poor money management; social deprivation – including poor home man-
agement; the cost of medical aids and appliances.

The HSE will give equal consideration to each of the above factors that present on an ap-
plication in deciding whether to approve that application for grant of a medical card on grounds 
of ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’.

The decision maker may make appropriate inquires or seek advice from other sources to as-
sist with coming to a decision on ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’; these sources may include 
the Applicant’s Doctor(s); the HSE’s Medical Officers; the Public Health Nurse; the Commu-
nity Welfare Officer; social Worker; therapy Services; Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
(MABS).

Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/11/2013WRXX020001039. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when a paediatric urologist will 
be appointed to Temple Street Childrens Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45704/13]

05/11/2013WRXX02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Children’s University Hospital, Temple 
Street is the national tertiary care centre for spina bifida and hydrocephalus.  All infants born 
in Ireland with spina bifida are transferred to Temple Street after birth for ongoing neonatal 
management.  Children with spina bifida are seen by a multidisciplinary team at Temple Street 
which includes a Consultant Paediatrician with a special interest in spina bifida, a spina bifida 
nurse specialist and neurosurgery input.  It is intended to recruit a consultant urologist in order 
to ensure dedicated urology input.  A recruitment process took place in  2009/2010 and again 
in 2012/2013.  As neither was successful, a new recruitment process is now in train and I am 
advised that the HSE is hopeful that this new recruitment process will result in a suitable can-
didate taking up the post. 

  Question No. 1040 answered with Question No. 1008.

Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRXX023001041. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to deliver medi-
cal cards to all children under five years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45707/13]

05/11/2013WRXX02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its 
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term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy 
framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence the roll-out of a 
universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to a GP service 
without fees. This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to GP services 
without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million to meet the 
cost of this measure. 

The implementation of this measure will require primary legislation. The necessary admin-
istrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014 when the specifics of the legisla-
tion are known.  

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to health care for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay. The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP services that is free 
at the point of use.

Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRXX025001042. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the health sevices and 
supports that are in place to support children and adults who have been diagnosed with Ehlers-
Danlos syndrome  [45717/13]

05/11/2013WRXX02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Disabilities Services Funding

05/11/2013WRXX027001043. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the funding provided for the 
disability sector in 2013 and the proposed funding for 2014 based on the estimates presented to 
Dáil Éireann as part of the budget process; the amount of new funding that will be provided next 
year for school leavers; the way it is intended to ensure full services for persons with a disability 
in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45748/13]

05/11/2013WRXX02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Gov-
ernment currently provides funding of over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme 
through the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013, and is committed to protecting front-line 
services for people with disabilities to the greatest possible extent. 

In 2013 the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and is committed to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2012, by providing the 
following specialist disability services residential services to over 9,000 people with a disabil-
ity; day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities; respite resi-
dential support for over 7,500 people with intellectual and physical disabilities; 1.68m hours of 
Personal Assistant/Home Support Hours.

Pending the completion of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014, it is not possible to 
predict the service levels and funding to be provided next year for the disability sector including 
the funding that will be available for school leavers.
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Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRXX029001044. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay for the 
Health Service Executive paediatric psychology service (detail supplied); the reason families 
are being told they will have to wait for four years for an appointment; the steps being taken to 
address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45749/13]

05/11/2013WRXX030001068. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason families in County 
Wexford are waiting up to four years for an appointment to see someone from the Health Ser-
vice Executive Paediatric Psychology Services and the measures he is taking to rectify the situ-
ation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45996/13]

05/11/2013WRXX03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1044 and 
1068 together.

Significant resources have been invested by this country in recent years in services for 
children with disabilities, including those with autism.  The Government is committed to the 
provision and development of services for these children, having regard to available resources. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Health Service Executive is currently engaged in a national 
programme of reconfiguring therapy resources for children with disabilities, including autism, 
with a view to ensuring there is more equitable access to services for children, according to their 
individual needs.  Established since 2010, the national re-configuration programme is based on 
the recommendations of the   Report of the National Reference Group on Multidisciplinary Dis-
ability Services for Children aged 5-18.

A key objective of the HSE’s Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young Peo-
ple Programme (0-18 years ) is to ensure there is a clear pathway for all children to the services 
they need regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their disability 
or developmental delay.  In practical terms this means that health professionals and parents will 
know exactly where a child should be referred and how to refer them.  A fundamental principle 
underlying the Programme is that children should receive the health services they need as close 
to their home and school as possible.  Some children may have their needs met by their local 
primary care services.  An Early Intervention Team and a School Age Team will look after 
all children with more complex needs in a defined geographic network area, regardless of the 
nature of their disability.  These Teams will be supported by specialist services in areas requir-
ing a high level of expertise.  The Programme supports the principle of providing access to 
mainstream education where appropriate while also recognising a continuing role for special 
schools. 

The specific issue of waiting times for therapy services is an operational matter for the 
Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for these questions to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputies.

  Question No. 1045 answered with Question No. 1019.

Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

05/11/2013WRXX033001046. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the criteria he uses for mea-
suring waiting times in emergency Departments are comparable internationally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45762/13]

05/11/2013WRXX03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are no international norms or agreed 
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standards regarding total ED times.  The primary purpose of ED waiting time standards is to 
measure and monitor the acute hospital’s ability to provide timely access to in-patient beds and 
sustain patient flow through the ED. 

A 6-hour ED time standard is used in New Zealand.  A 4-hour total ED time standard was 
introduced in the UK in 2001.  Their current standard is that 95% of patients should be dis-
charged or admitted from EDs within 4 hours and no patient should wait more than 6 hours.  
Some Australian states have also adopted a 4-hour standard.  There is no agreed standard in the 
US or in Canada, although the same measurement of time waiting is also used. 

It is important to acknowledge that the number of patients waiting for admission on trolleys 
is also a measure of waiting.  Trolleys are unfortunately an international phenomenon, occur-
ring in the US, Australia and the UK.  They remain an undesirable feature of the Irish Health 
Services, even though the work of Special Delivery Unit that I established has led to a signifi-
cant improvement.  As of 25 October, the year to date improvement is 12.7%, which translates 
into 7,146 fewer trolleys reported by the INMO in 2013 when compared to 2012.  When com-
pared to 2011, the percentage improvement is 33.6%, equivalent to 24,744 fewer trolleys.

05/11/2013WRXX03450Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRXX035001047. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the criteria used to measure 
waiting times for surgery is used in any other OECD country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45763/13]

05/11/2013WRXX03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The measurement used in Ireland is the con-
ventional approach to measuring wait times which is also used in Northern Ireland and in the 
United Kingdom.

Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRXX037001048. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if seriously ill patients, 
or their carer’s, are required to reapply for medical cards at six week intervals or at any interval 
of less than one year; if so the reason for this policy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45767/13]

05/11/2013WRXX03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has an 
effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for patients who are 
terminally ill in palliative care, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of medical care that 
they cannot afford.  They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the required patient 
details and the letter of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medical consultant. 
With the exception of terminally ill patients, the HSE issues all emergency cards on the basis 
that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means or undue hardship, and that 
the applicant will follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the 
emergency card.  As a result, emergency medical cards are issued to a named individual, with a 
limited eligibility period of six months. 

For persons with a terminal illness in palliative care, no means test applies.  Once the ter-
minal illness is verified, patients are given an emergency medical card for six months.  Given 
the nature and urgency of the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the 
person gets the card as quickly as possible.
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In any event, renewal assessment forms automatically issue to the holders of all medical 
card or GP visit cards, three months prior to the expiry date of the card.

Ambulance Service Response Times

05/11/2013WRXX039001049. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in a 
transfer by ambulance of a seriously ill infant to the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork form Ker-
ry General Hospital on 17 September 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45770/13]

05/11/2013WRXX04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am informed by the National Ambulance 
Service that a private ambulance company carried out this transfer.  I have no role in the provi-
sion of private ambulance services for patients.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRXX041001050. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite surgery in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45784/13]

05/11/2013WRXX04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Health Services Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRXX043001051. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if an application for redeployment 
to another part of the public service will be reconsidered in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45827/13]

05/11/2013WRXX04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRYY00150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRYY002001052. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) is granted a swivel chair for their vehicle as they suffer mobility problems. 
[45832/13]

05/11/2013WRYY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRYY00350Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRYY004001053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical 
card will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45842/13]



5 November 2013

621

05/11/2013WRYY00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRYY00550Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY006001054. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the D-Doc 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45862/13]

05/11/2013WRYY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRYY00750Nursing Staff Provision

05/11/2013WRYY008001055. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of spina bifida nurse 
specialists working in the public health services in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the 
hospitals where they are located; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45863/13]

05/11/2013WRYY00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRYY00950Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRYY010001056. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if terminally ill children 
will be supplied with medical cards before the Government delivers medical cards to all chil-
dren under five years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45874/13]

05/11/2013WRYY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has an 
effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for patients who are ter-
minally ill, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of medical care that they cannot afford.  
They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the required patient details and the letter 
of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medical consultant.  With the exception of 
terminally ill patients, the HSE issues all emergency cards on the basis that the patient is eli-
gible for a medical card on the grounds of means or undue hardship, and that the applicant will 
follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the emergency card.

As a result, emergency medical cards are issued to a named individual, with a limited eligi-
bility period of six months.  For persons with a terminal illness, no means test applies.  Once the 
terminal illness is verified, patients are given an emergency medical card for six months.  Given 
the nature and urgency of the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the 
person gets the card as quickly as possible.  If a baby is in palliative care, an emergency medical 
card may be issued by the HSE.  Neither a birth certificate not a personal public service number 
for the baby is required in such instances in order to apply for a medical card.

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Fu-
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ture Health strategy framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence 
the roll-out of a universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to 
a GP service without fees.  This will mean that almost half of the population will have access 
to GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 mil-
lion to meet the cost of this measure.  The implementation of this measure will require primary 
legislation.  The necessary administrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014 
when the specifics of the legislation are known.  

05/11/2013WRYY01150Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

05/11/2013WRYY012001057. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a long term ill-
ness card as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45878/13]

05/11/2013WRYY013001066. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend the Health Act 
1970, in order to include colitis and Crohn’s disease as a long-term illness which should be 
covered by the disability scheme  [45914/13]

05/11/2013WRYY014001172. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
plans to make provision in terms of entitlements to persons with long-term illnesses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46625/13]

05/11/2013WRYY015001183. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 5 is covered under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46732/13]

05/11/2013WRYY016001184. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 3 is covered under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46733/13]

05/11/2013WRYY01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1057, 1066, 1172, 1183 and 1184 together.  

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the long-term illness scheme.  
Under the drug payment scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.  In relation to 
the individual cases cited, the HSE is responsible for the administration of the long-term illness 
scheme, therefore, these matters have been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to 
the Deputies.

05/11/2013WRYY01750Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRYY018001058. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is differen-
tiating between cancer patients with and without terminal cancer in the assessment of eligibility 
for discretionary medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45881/13]
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05/11/2013WRYY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has a 
system in place for the provision of discretionary emergency medical cards for patients who are 
seriously ill and in urgent need of medical care that they cannot afford.  These are issued within 
24 hours of receipt of the required patient details and a letter which confirms the medical condi-
tion from a doctor or consultant.  With the exception of terminally ill patients in palliative care, 
all emergency cards are issued on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the 
basis of means or undue hardship, and will follow up with a full application within a number of 
weeks of receiving the emergency card.

The arrangement is slightly different for persons with a terminal illness in palliative care. 
The nature of the terminal illness is not a deciding factor in the issue of an emergency medical 
card in these circumstances and no means test applies.  Emergency medical cards are issued to 
a named individual, with a limited eligibility period of six months.

05/11/2013WRYY01950Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

05/11/2013WRYY020001059. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the progress that has 
been made with the programme for Government commitment to establish a primary care fund 
to pay providers of primary care  [45882/13]

05/11/2013WRYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The HSE’s Nation-
al Service Plan for 2013 sets out the funding allocations for this year by care group programme.  
It includes provision of €2,562 million in respect of the Primary Care Reimbursement Service 
and €400 million for Primary Care services.  This is an increase of 1.7% and 7.6% respectively 
on the 2012 figures.  Successful transformation of our health services requires a correspond-
ing transformation of our funding model.  The first stage in transforming our funding model is 
to clarify funding streams through the creation of directorates and corresponding programme 
based budgets.  As part of this process, a Primary Care Directorate was established within the 
HSE.  This directorate will oversee the development and strengthening of primary care.

Based on the recommendations of the reviews of financial management systems in the 
health service, the HSE established a Finance Reform Programme in November 2012.  Central 
to the establishment of this programme was the recognition that successful implementation of 
the Government’s Future Health reform agenda will require a fundamental change in the way 
financial management is delivered across the health system in Ireland.  The Finance Reform 
Programme is overseen by the Finance Reform Board, chaired by the Director General of the 
Health Service and has representation from the HSE Senior Leadership Team, the Department 
of Health and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

The most recent meeting of the Finance Reform Board was held on 9 September 2013 and 
endorsed the output from Phase 1 of the Finance Reform Programme.  The process for plan-
ning for Phase 2 of the Finance Reform Programme is currently underway which will include 
finalising the business case for the implementation of a unified financial system for the health 
services.  It is clear that the new requirements from Future Health cannot be delivered within 
the current arrangements, and that a new operating model for finance is essential to build the 
foundations for System Reform.

05/11/2013WRYY02150Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRYY022001060. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the weighting policy that 
is applied to the circumstances of applications of discretionary medical cards; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [45884/13]

05/11/2013WRYY023001092. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the circumstances and their 
relative weighting, other than income, which are taken into consideration in awarding a medical 
card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46104/13]

05/11/2013WRYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1060 and 1092 together.  

The 1970 Health Act states that persons who are unable, without undue hardship, to ar-
range GP services for themselves and family qualify for a medical card, having regard to the 
overall financial situation of the applicant and his/her dependants.  Applications are, in the first 
instance, subject to a means assessment to determine  if assessable income declared is within 
the set income limits to qualify for a medical card or a GP visit card.  Medical card and GP 
visit card applications are considered in accordance with the Medical Card and GP Visit Card 
National Assessment Guidelines.

If an application is assessed over the qualifying financial thresholds for both a medical card 
and GP visit card or assessed as under the qualifying thresholds for a GP visit card only, and the 
application also includes other medical, social or financial details that do not form part of the 
means assessment, the application will then be considered on discretionary grounds for a grant 
of a card under the provisions relating to “undue hardship”-”unduly burdensome” to arrange GP 
services for the medical card scheme of assessment.  The assessment to be made in this instance 
is whether it is considered that “undue hardship” will occur or an “undue burden” be placed on 
the applicant(s) in providing for his/her medical needs or his/her family dependants’ medical 
needs in the absence of medical card or GP visit card eligibility.

The National Assessment Guidelines provide guidance to a decision maker as to the relevant 
factors to have regard to in making an assessment as to whether the ‘undue hardship’/’undue 
burden’ provisions apply to the circumstances presented on an application.  In particular, the 
guidelines state that the ‘exercise of discretion by the HSE, in favour of the applicant, should be 
considered where meeting the costs of services covered by a Medical Card or a GP Visit Card 
compromises the applicant’s or his/her family’s ability to meet the essential costs associated 
with:

-  maintenance of employment

-  provision of reasonable housing

-  provision of appropriate nurturing and care for children or dependants

-  provision of adequate heating, nutrition and clothing, or

-  coping with exceptional personal and financial burdens arising from medical or social 
circumstances.

In conducting this assessment, the Guidelines state that the following issues be taken ac-
count of on an application:

-  Illness or medical circumstances which results in financial hardship.

-  The cost of providing general medical and surgical services.

-  The cost associated with the provision of medical, nursing and dental treatment.

-  The cost of physiotherapy and speech and language therapy.
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-  Transport cost to hospitals and clinics.

-  Addictions such as drink, drugs and gambling.

-  Poor money management.

-  Social deprivation – including poor home management.

-  The cost of medical aids and appliances.

The HSE will give equal consideration to each of the above factors that present on an ap-
plication in deciding whether to approve that application for grant of a medical card on grounds 
of ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’.

The decision maker may make appropriate inquires or seek advice from other sources to as-
sist with coming to a decision on ‘undue hardship’/’undue burden’; these sources may include:

-  The Applicant’s Doctor(s).

-  The HSE’s Medical Officers.

-  The Public Health Nurse.

-  The Community Welfare Officer.

-  Social Worker.

-  Therapy Services.

-  Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS).

I trust the above clarifies the circumstances, in addition to income, taken into account in 
deciding whether to approve medical card eligibility on discretionary grounds.

05/11/2013WRYY02450Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY025001061. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Longford will be allowed any benefit towards the cost of a neurological appointment in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45894/13]

05/11/2013WRYY02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRYY02650Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY027001062. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Longford will be allowed any benefit towards the cost of a neurological appointment in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45895/13]
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05/11/2013WRYY02800Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRYY02850Health Services Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRYY029001063. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on the following 
proposal in relation to junior doctors (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45901/13]

05/11/2013WRYY03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is a need to address the significant 
challenges that currently exist in relation to the recruitment and retention of young doctors in 
Ireland.  In this context, in July of this year I established a Working Group, chaired by Profes-
sor Brian MacCraith, President of DCU, to carry out a Strategic Review of Medical Training 
and Career Structure.  The Working Group will examine and make high-level recommendations 
relating to training and career pathways for doctors with a view to improving graduate retention 
in the public health system, planning for future service needs and realising maximum benefit 
from investment in medical education and training.

In the course of its work, the Group will examine a range of issues including the pathway 
for training at every level from Intern to Specialist, and the potential for reducing the length 
of specialist training.  It will also consider mentoring and career planning supports for medical 
graduates, as well as measures to improve the quality of the training experience. 

In examining these issues, the Working Group will take account of:

-  the need to ensure quality, safe, patient-centred health care;

-  developments in the clinical programmes and recent reports and recommendations rel-
evant to patient safety;

-  opportunities arising from the Health Reform Programme (for example, the development 
of hospital groups and the expansion of primary care services);

-  the achievement of value for money for the State’s investment in medical education and 
training;

- international good practice in regard to medical training and developments, including EU 
requirements.

I have requested an initial report from the Working Group by the end of November 2013 and 
a final report by the end of June 2014.

05/11/2013WRYY03050Palliative Care for Children

05/11/2013WRYY031001064. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the total spend in the past 12 
month period in each primary community and continuing care area on home nursing care for 
children with life-limiting conditions; the number of children who availed of the service in each 
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area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45905/13]

05/11/2013WRYY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The issue of 
the provision of home care packages for children with life-limiting conditions is complex.  This 
group includes children who may require short to medium care, children who have a disability 
and require long-term care and also sick children for whom there is no reasonable hope of a 
cure and who are expected to die.  “Palliative Care for Children with Life-limiting Conditions 
in Ireland - a National Policy” (2010), provides the foundation and sets out clear direction for 
the development of an integrated palliative care service for children and their families, across 
all care settings.

Following the publication of the policy document, the National Development Committee 
for Children’s Palliative Care (NDC) was established by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  
The Committee is chaired by the HSE and has overall responsibility for overseeing the imple-
mentation of the national policy.  The Committee’s membership includes statutory, voluntary, 
professional and parent representatives.  The Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF), LauraLynn’s 
Children’s Hospice and the Jack & Jill Foundation are members.

In 2012, HSE regions spent approximately €8.58 million on home nursing for children with 
life-limiting conditions.  However, it is widely acknowledged that because of how the financial 
system is set up, this figure did not capture all relevant expenditure and that the total spend was 
significantly higher.  It is also acknowledged that children with life-limiting conditions, and 
particularly children with palliative care needs are prioritised within HSE regions.  Every effort 
is made to care for these children to the maximum extent possible, including home care for the 
children and their families.

The HSE is committed to ensuring that proper governance arrangements are in place, that 
the care being provided is clinically sound and that those providing the care to this cohort of 
children are adequately trained.  To this end, a working group has been established in HSE Dub-
lin Mid-Leinster, to restructure the financial recording and reporting system, so that expenditure 
on home care for these children is properly accounted for.  It is intended that this approach will 
be replicated across all four regions.  In addition to this, the NDC has commenced working on 
the development of a model for the provision of Hospice at Home care.  This is being carried 
out in partnership with current voluntary providers such as the IHF, Laura Lynn’s Children’s 
Hospice and the Jack & Jill Foundation. 

One of the national policy recommendations was the employment of eight Children’s Out-
reach Nurses, whose responsibilities include the facilitation of a co-ordinated support structure 
for children with life-limiting conditions and their families.  The Nurses identify the needs of 
each child and ensure that families are appropriately linked in to local services.  All eight nurses 
are now in place and are located in Drogheda, Limerick, Waterford, Temple Street and Crumlin 
in Dublin and in Mullingar, Cork and Galway.

The first Consultant Paediatrician with Special Interest in Paediatric Palliative Medicine has 
also been appointed to Crumlin Hospital.  This Consultant is available to provide an advisory 
service to other paediatric and maternity hospitals.

The support structure for these children and their families includes health care staff across 
a range of disciplines.  Some of these staff require additional training on working with children 
with life-limiting conditions.  In order to address this, a national programme of continuing 
professional education on caring for children with life-limiting conditions has been established 
in partnership with the HSE, IHF and Crumlin Children’s Hospital.  I have arranged for the 
specific issues raised in the Deputy’s question to be referred to the HSE for investigation and a 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/11/2013WRYY03250Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY033001065. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish details of 
the numbers on waiting lists in respect of assessment and treatment for speech and language 
therapy, physiotherapy, and occupational therapy with a breakdown by therapy, by duration on 
the waiting list, by area and by age category; if he will provide corresponding figures for whole 
time equivalent, WTE, vacancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45906/13]

05/11/2013WRYY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1066 answered with Question No. 1057.

05/11/2013WRYY03550Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRYY036001067. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the net savings that will be 
made in 2013 from the reduction in the cost of drugs and other prescribed items; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45991/13]

05/11/2013WRYY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): A major new deal 
on the cost of drugs in the State was concluded with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare As-
sociation (IPHA) in October 2012.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including

-  significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs,

-  a lowering of the drugs bill to the State,

-  timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and

-  reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The IPHA agreement provides that prices are referenced to the currency adjusted average 
price to wholesaler in the nine EU member states.  The prices of a range of medicines were 
reduced on 1 January 2013 in accordance with the agreement.  The gross savings arising from 
this deal will be in excess of €400 million over 3 years. €210 million from the gross savings will 
be available to fund new drugs.  A new agreement has also been reached with the Association 
of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represents the generic drugs indus-
try.  From 1 November 2012, the HSE will only reimburse generic products which are priced at 
50% or less of the initial price of an originator medicine.  This represents a significant structural 
change in generic drug pricing and should lead to an increase in the generic prescribing rate.  It 
is estimated that the combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in excess 
of €120 million in 2013.

  Question No. 1068 answered with Question No. 1044.

05/11/2013WRYY03850Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY039001069. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the occupational 
therapy needs of children are being limited to two OT reviews per year, but there is no actual 
entitlement to therapy sessions which is a vital necessity for special needs children particularly 
in the early years; if he plans to change this system; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45997/13]
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05/11/2013WRYY04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Significant resources have been invested by 
this country in recent years in services for children with disabilities, including those with au-
tism.  The Government is committed to the provision and development of services for these 
children, having regard to available resources.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Health Service 
Executive is currently engaged in a national programme of reconfiguring therapy resources for 
children with disabilities, including autism, with a view to ensuring there is more equitable ac-
cess to services for children, according to their individual needs.  Established since 2010, the 
national re-configuration programme is based on the recommendations of the Report of the 
National Reference Group on Multidisciplinary Disability Services for Children aged 5-18.

A key objective of the HSE’s Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young Peo-
ple Programme (0-18 years) is to ensure there is a clear pathway for all children to the services 
they need regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their disability 
or developmental delay.  In practical terms this means that health professionals and parents will 
know exactly where a child should be referred and how to refer them.  A fundamental principle 
underlying the Programme is that children should receive the health services they need as close 
to their home and school as possible.  Some children may have their needs met by their local 
primary care services.

An Early Intervention Team and a School Age Team will look after all children with more 
complex needs in a defined geographic network area, regardless of the nature of their disability.  
These Teams will be supported by specialist services in areas requiring a high level of expertise.  
The Programme supports the principle of providing access to mainstream education where ap-
propriate while also recognising a continuing role for special schools.  The specific issue of oc-
cupational therapy reviews and therapy sessions is an operational matter for the Health Service 
Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRYY04050Mental Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRYY041001070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary 
Question No.177 of 16 October 2013, in the cases of self harm presented to emergency units 
in 2011 with particular reference to the 316 boys and 588 girls between the ages of 10 and 17 
years, the extent to which specific trends were established in the context of stabilisation fol-
lowing counselling and-or hospitalisation; whether any particular cause was identified as to the 
reason a disproportionately high number of girls relative to boys presented; whether any spe-
cific reason for this was identified or information gleaned from those presenting to emergency 
treatment centres on more than one occasion and the outcome; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46008/13]

05/11/2013WRYY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this matter has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRYY04250Air Ambulance Service Provision

05/11/2013WRYY043001071. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current cost to his Depart-
ment, the Health Service Executive and the national ambulance service of the operation of the 
air ambulance service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46017/13]

05/11/2013WRYY04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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05/11/2013WRYY04450Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRYY045001072. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on pharma-
ceutical drugs at each acute hospital over each of the past ten years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46025/13]

05/11/2013WRYY046001075. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his policy on the central pur-
chasing of drugs for all hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46028/13]

05/11/2013WRYY04700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1072 and 
1075 together.  

As these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRZZ00150Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRZZ002001073. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the amount of the drug spend 
by the State through pharmacies in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46026/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ003001074. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the State 
through the drug repayment scheme in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46027/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1073 and 1074 together.

The data requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

- 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Total Drug 
Spend (€m)

943.21 1092.70 1198.14 1365.17 1508.47 1628.53 1694.73 1564.87 1501.24 1565.32

Total Drug 
Payment 
Scheme 
Spend (€m)

204.42 226.83 246.68 285.79 310.11 315.03 263.47 173.44 142.14 125.69

  Question No. 1075 answered with Question No. 1072.

05/11/2013WRZZ00550Hospital Trusts

05/11/2013WRZZ006001076. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the establishment of hospital trusts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46029/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Report on the Establishment of Hospital 
Groups, which I launched on 14 May, is the most fundamental reform of the Irish acute hospital 
system in decades.  The introduction of Hospital Groups will provide for organisational change 
in the first instance, giving more autonomy and better enabling the reorganisation of services 
in a well-planned manner.  Over time, this will help to improve services and deliver better out-
comes for patients. 

In July, expressions of interest were invited through the Public Appointments Service for 
appointment as Chairpersons and members of Hospital Group Boards.  I have now appointed 
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Dr. Tom Lynch as Chair of the Dublin East Hospital Group, Dr. Frank Dolphin as Chair of the 
Dublin Midlands Hospital Group, Ms Anne Maher as Chair of the Dublin North East Groups 
and Prof. Geraldine McCarthy as Chair of the South-South West Hospital Group.  These ap-
pointments are in addition to the existing Chairs of the West/North West Hospital Group, the 
MidWest Hospital Group and the Children’s Hospital Group, Prof. Niall O’Higgins, Mr. Noel 
Daly and Dr. Jim Browne. CEOs and Boards are already in place for these three hospital groups. 

The process of recruiting CEOs for the Dublin East, Dublin Midlands, Dublin North East 
and South-South West Hospital Groups will now commence, in consultation with the newly 
appointed Chairpersons, through the Public Appointments Service.  My Department will also 
enter into discussion with the Chairs with a view to appointing the other Board members as 
soon as possible. 

A Strategic Advisory Group is now being established, chaired by Mr. Leo Kearns, which 
will oversee the establishment of Hospital Groups and the subsequent reorganisation of acute 
hospital services.  Hospital Groups will be required, within one year, to develop a strategic plan 
which will outline their plans for future services within the group area.  These strategic plans 
will determine the way services are provided within each group, and their successful implemen-
tation will be required before Groups can advance to become Hospital Trusts when the neces-
sary legislation is put in place.

05/11/2013WRZZ00750Hospitals Policy

05/11/2013WRZZ008001077. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the progress of establishing centres of excellence and the role of lead hospitals in such settings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46030/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Deputy is referring to 
the role of hospitals within Hospital Groups.  The introduction of Hospital Groups will provide 
for organisational change in the first instance, giving more autonomy and better enabling the 
reorganisation of services in a well-planned manner.  Over time, this will help to improve ser-
vices and deliver better outcomes for patients.

Chairs have now been appointed to all seven Hospital Groups.  CEOs are in place for three 
of the Groups, and the process of recruiting CEOs for the remaining four Groups will shortly 
commence, in consultation with Chairpersons, through the Public Appointments Service.  My 
Department will also enter into discussion with the Chairs with a view to appointing the remain-
ing Board members as soon as possible.

A Strategic Advisory Group is now being established, chaired by Mr. Leo Kearns, which 
will oversee the establishment of Hospital Groups and the subsequent reorganisation of acute 
hospital services.  Each group of hospitals will work together as single cohesive entities man-
aged as one, to provide acute care for patients in their area, integrating with community and 
primary care.  This will maximise the amount of care delivered locally, whilst ensuring complex 
care is safely provided in larger hospitals.  Hospital Groups will be required, within one year, 
to develop a strategic plan which will outline their plans for future services within the group 
area and the role of hospitals within each group will be considered in detail in the context of 
this strategic plan.

05/11/2013WRZZ00950Obesity Strategy

05/11/2013WRZZ010001078. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the progress being made by 
the special action group on obesity; when a final report from the group is expected; if consulta-
tions will be held on any recommendations from the group; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [46032/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ011001079. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health following the Irish Society for 
Rheumatology 2013 annual meeting, which was told by a leading expert that Europe is facing 
an epidemic of osteoarthritis due to obesity and aging; the measures being taken to counteract 
this problem here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46033/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1078 and 
1079 together.  

I set up a Special Action Group on Obesity, comprising representatives from the Depart-
ment of Health, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, the Department of Education 
and Skills, the Health Service Executive, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland and Safefood to 
examine and progress a number of issues to address the problem of obesity.

The Group is concentrating on a range of measures including actions such as: calorie on 
menus in restaurants, how best to support healthy eating choices, the supply of healthy food 
products in vending machines, the detection and treatment of obesity, healthy eating guidelines 
and the promotion of physical activity. Recently I launched a three year Childhood Obesity 
Campaign.  The Group will liaise with other Departments and organisations in a cross-sectoral 
approach to help halt the rise in overweight and obesity.

Progress has been made on the Healthy Eating guidelines, Calories on Menus initiative and 
I was presented with a Report last week on recommendations to reduce consumption of high 
fat, salt and sugar foods and drinks from the Top Shelf of the Food Pyramid.  Arising out of 
the Irish Presidency of the EU and the Informal Meeting of Health Ministers, the EU Commis-
sioner supported the call for an EU Action Plan on Childhood Obesity to be developed by the 
EU High Level Group On Nutrition and Physical Activity.  This Plan has been drafted and will 
be finalised before the end of the year.

05/11/2013WRZZ01250Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

05/11/2013WRZZ013001080. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish details of the 
money spent by his Department, the Health Service Executive and its predecessors on reports 
and management consultancy, including costs spent on editing, printing and publishing reports, 
each year from 1997 to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46034/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The details requested are not readily avail-
able within my Department.  The information is currently being compiled and will be forward-
ed to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The element of the question relating to HSE expenditure 
on reports and management consultancy has been referred to that organisation for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRZZ01450Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRZZ015001081. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the actions he will take to 
ensure that patients who successfully apply for a medical card receive reimbursement for any 
costs incurred while awaiting the approval of their application; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46036/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by the 
HSE that refund claims from clients are processed on a case by case basis.  Applicants who feel 
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they have incurred medical costs as a result of undue delay on the part of PCRS in processing 
their medical card application may submit a request for a refund enclosing the relevant receipts 
for consideration.

05/11/2013WRZZ01650Health Services Staff Remuneration

05/11/2013WRZZ017001082. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health with regards to the funding for 
the Health Service Executive staff and Department of Health staff, the level of savings he has 
budgeted for under the Haddington Road Agreement for 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46040/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The additional payroll savings required in the 
health service in 2014 under the Haddington Road Agreement amount to €248 million.  These 
savings targets will be the subject of a verification exercise, overseen by the Secretaries Gen-
eral of my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Department 
of the Taoiseach.  The exercise will conclude before the finalisation of the Revised Estimates 
Volume.

05/11/2013WRZZ01850Departmental Staff Data

05/11/2013WRZZ019001083. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed 
in his Department in 2012 excluding Health Service Executive staff; the role and function of 
these staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46054/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The role of the Department of Health is to 
provide strategic leadership for the health service and to ensure that Government policies for 
the sector are translated into actions and implemented effectively.  The civil servants in my of-
fice support me and the Ministers of State in their implementation of Government policy, and in 
discharging their Government, Parliamentary and Departmental duties.

In line with my Department’s Statement of Strategy 2011-2014 their role involves engaging 
with service users and other stakeholders, monitoring and evaluating the health service, and 
steering changes and improvements in the service.  In fulfilling this role over the lifetime of 
the Strategy they have particular regard to key strategic goals in respect of the following areas:

Fair Access and Sustainability;

Patient Safety and Quality;

Health and Wellbeing;

Primary Care;

Acute Hospitals;

Specialised Care Services.

The total number of staff employed in the Department in performing these functions at end 
December 2012 was 355 Whole Time Equivalents.  This includes a small number of staff sec-
onded from the HSE and other Health Agencies who are engaged in Departmental duties for the 
duration of those secondments.

05/11/2013WRZZ02050Health Services Reform

05/11/2013WRZZ021001084. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the money follows the patient 
system of funding will commence on 1 January 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [46058/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am happy to report that all necessary steps 
are being taken to ensure that implementation of the new Money Follows the Patient (MFTP) 
funding system will commence in line with the target date of 1 January 2014.  Key develop-
ments in this regard are set out as follows.

My Department has been working with the HSE on a MFTP shadow funding exercise which 
will commence in the coming days.  This exercise will take place in a selection of hospitals 
from across the hospital groups and will involve hospitals continuing to receive their existing 
base budget under a vote cashing system.  However, a process will be put in place to: (i) com-
pare, on a systematic basis, actual hospital activity against baseline activity targets; and (ii) 
inform hospitals of what the financial implications of any variance from the targets would be in 
a “live” system without impacting on budgets.

The HSE is also working closely with the Department to begin full phased implementation 
of MFTP in January.  Money will effectively be following the patient at this point because hos-
pitals will be funded on the basis of activity completed and the achievement of predetermined 
activity targets.  Budgetary discipline will be delivered under the new system through the use of 
fixed budgets for MFTP activity.  Appropriate governance arrangements to oversee implemen-
tation are being progressed and a communications campaign with the hospitals concerned will 
be rolled out between now and the end of the year.

Work to establish a National Pricing Office (NPO) is also underway.  The NPO will be 
formed through the merging of the HSE Casemix Unit and the ESRI Health Research and Infor-
mation Division.  The Office will initially be established on an administrative basis in January 
2014, prior to becoming a statutory body.  The key functions of the Office will be to (i) set the 
national Diagnosis Related Group (DRG) prices on which the MFTP system will be based; and 
(ii) manage the HIPE data set.

These recent developments have built on the progress made earlier in the year.  This in-
cluded completion of a consultation process which showed that stakeholders were generally 
welcoming of the move to MFTP.  An independent international expert engaged by the HSE 
also completed a “state of readiness” review for roll-out of MFTP.  The key message from this 
readiness assessment was that the Irish health system is in a strong position to begin phased 
implementation of MFTP in hospitals in line with the target date of 2014.  I regard MFTP as a 
key building block in the move to Universal Health Insurance and I am committed to supporting 
MFTP fully as it develops.

05/11/2013WRZZ02250Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WRZZ023001085. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the incidence rate of Prader-
Willi syndrome here; the services and treatments available to sufferers of this genetic disorder; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46064/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRZZ02450Health Services Access

05/11/2013WRZZ025001086. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the assistance in place to as-
sist persons to attend outpatient appointments when they are unable to use public transport; the 
assistance in place to assist persons to attend outpatient appointments when there is no public 
transport in their area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46066/13]
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05/11/2013WRZZ02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): People attending outpatient and hospital ap-
pointments are, in general, expected to make their own travel arrangements.  There are, how-
ever, exceptions for certain clinical conditions, or where, in the clinician’s view, the patient 
would be unable to make the journey without clinical assistance or where the patient must be 
transported on a stretcher.  Local health offices are responsible for the arrangement and provi-
sion of non-ambulance transport.  Patients or their clinicians should contact their local health 
office directly in relation to transport requests. 

The Department of Social Protection administers the supplementary welfare allowance 
scheme, which may help meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure that a person could 
not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  These payments are known as 
exceptional needs payments.  Enquiries relating to this scheme should be addressed to the De-
partment of Social Protection.  In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these 
are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRZZ02650Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRZZ027001087. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the specific details in tabular 
form of the health services available on each inhabited Island; if these services include 24-hour 
medical cover on each island; where no 24-hour medical cover is available if he will consider 
providing such a service in view of the geographic isolated nature of islands; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46069/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRZZ02850Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRZZ029001088. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry will receive a hearing aid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46074/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral.  The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRZZ03050Medical Card Data

05/11/2013WRZZ031001089. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an agreement was made 
last January 2013 to clamp down on medical cards; if the health service spending plan for 2013 
stated that policy changes would result in a reduction of 40,000 cards; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46077/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE National 
Service Plan 2013 provides for up to an additional 100,000 medical cards in 2013.  At the 
same time, policy changes are expected to lead to a reduction of approximately 40,000 medical 
cards.  These changes reflect measures agreed by Government under Budget 2013 relating to 
the changes to income thresholds for the over-70’s medical card and changes to income calcula-



Questions - Written Answers

636

tions for the standard means assessment medical card.

05/11/2013WRZZ03250Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRZZ033001090. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the statement by a con-
sultant neurologist (details supplied) at Beaumont Hospital that half of motor neurone disease 
patients in need of discretionary medical cards are seeing their applications turned down by the 
Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46079/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the relevant 
legislation, there is no automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with specific ill-
nesses.  The HSE has, however, discretion to award a medical card to avoid undue hardship, 
even where the person exceeds the income guidelines.  At Minister Reilly’s request, the HSE 
set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of applications for discretionary medical cards, 
where a person exceeds the income guidelines but there are difficult personal circumstances, 
such as an illness.

The processing of medical cards at a national level, rather than at a local level as before 
mid-2011, ensures that all people are assessed in a similar and fair manner when applying for 
a medical card.  The consideration of discretion is now standardised and operates in an equi-
table manner.  The medical card scheme is now underpinned with a stronger foundation which 
enables better governance, more transparency and efficient modern processes.  Under these 
processes, nobody who is entitled to a medical card will lose it or be refused one.

05/11/2013WRZZ03450Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRZZ035001091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the name, qualifications and 
current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46089/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The name and current salary of each political 
staff member appointed to me is as follows:

Mark Costigan, Press Advisor - €87,258;

Camille Loftus, Special Advisor - €75,647

Colm Fahey, Personal Assistant - €43,713

Dianne Sexton, Personal Secretary - €25,265

All are suitably qualified for their roles.

 Question No. 1092 answered with Question No. 1060.

05/11/2013WRZZ03750Tobacco Control Measures

05/11/2013WRZZ038001093. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health his views on the proposed 
restriction of e-cigarettes as medical products which could result in them being more costly and 
less accessible than traditional tobacco cigarette; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[46107/13]

05/11/2013WRZZ03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The report of the Tobacco Policy Review 
Group ‘Tobacco Free Ireland’ was launched on 3rd October 2013.  The report recommends the 
establishment of a regulatory framework for nicotine products in the context of discussions at 
European Union level.  Last December, the Commission published a proposal for a new EU 
Tobacco Products Directive, the ultimate purpose of which is to reduce the numbers of people 
smoking.  The proposal is being discussed in the European Parliament and Council of Ministers 
and the Commission hope that it will be adopted in 2014.  Nicotine containing products such 
as e-cigarettes are being considered in the context of this proposed tobacco products directive.  
In relation to e-cigarettes the World Health Organisation has noted that the safety has not been 
established and that not enough scientific evidence exists currently to validate the claim that 
these products are effective smoking cessation aids.

      Question No. 1094 answered with Question No. 1008.

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRAAA003001095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; when a medical card will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46138/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Clinical Indemnity Scheme

05/11/2013WRAAA005001096. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health the cost of litigation for obstet-
rics for each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46142/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Obstetric claims against the State are covered 
by the Clinical Indemnity Scheme which is managed by the State Claims Agency.  The total 
amount spent in respect of obstetric clinical claims for the last three years is as follows:

Transaction Year 2011 2012 2013 to date
Total Payments in Obstetrics €40.8m €36m €40.4m

Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WRAAA007001097. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Westmeath has been refused a primary care certificate; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46150/13]
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05/11/2013WRAAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRAAA009001098. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding income limits for the over 70’s medical cards.  [46154/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
recognises that the living costs of an individual living alone are more than half the living costs 
of a couple living together and this is reflected, inter alia, through the provision of the Living 
Alone Increase and differential income limits for medical cards for persons aged under 70 years 
between individuals and couples.

In that context, the over-70s income limit for a single person has been reduced proportion-
ately less than the income limit for a couple. 

Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRAAA011001099. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support medical 
cards for all children who are dying or children with severe disabilities as a matter of priority.  
[46155/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA012001152. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to granting full medical cards to all seriously ill children aged 18 and under; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46429/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1099 and 1152 together.

Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970, the assessment for a medical card is deter-
mined primarily by reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the ap-
plicant and his or her partner and dependants.  There is no automatic entitlement to a medical 
card for persons with a specific illness or disability.

However, under the legislation, there is provision for discretion by the HSE to grant a medi-
cal card where a person’s income exceeds the income guidelines. The HSE takes a person’s 
social and medical issues into account in determining whether or not “undue hardship” exists 
for a person in providing a health service for themselves or his or her dependents.

The HSE has an effective system in place for the provision of emergency medical cards for 
patients who are terminally ill in palliative care, or who are seriously ill and in urgent need of 
medical care that they cannot afford. They are issued within twenty-four hours of receipt of the 
required patient details and the letter of confirmation of the condition from a doctor or a medi-
cal consultant. With the exception of terminally ill patients in palliative care, the HSE issues all 
emergency cards on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means 
or undue hardship, and that the applicant will follow up with a full application within a number 
of weeks of receiving the emergency card. As a result, emergency medical cards are issued to a 
named individual, with a limited eligibility period of six months.

For persons with a terminal illness in palliative care, no means test applies.  Once the ter-
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minal illness is verified, patients are given an emergency medical card for six months. Given 
the nature and urgency of the issue, the HSE has appropriate escalation routes to ensure that the 
person gets the card as quickly as possible.

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Fu-
ture Health strategy framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence 
the roll-out of a universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to 
a GP service without fees.  This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to 
GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million 
to meet the cost of this measure.

The implementation of this measure will require primary legislation.  The necessary ad-
ministrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014, when the specifics of the 
legislation are known.

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme.  The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to health care for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay.  The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP service that is free at 
the point of use.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRAAA014001100. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [46156/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target 
has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is re-
flected in the HSE Service Plan.  The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 1101 and 1102 answered with Question No. 1025.

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRAAA018001103. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve an appli-
cation for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46171/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
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relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRAAA020001104. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46175/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has 
been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected 
in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals towards 
achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRAAA022001105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service 
Executive has discontinued physiotherapy in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cavan with multiple sclerosis; if this is happening for all physiotherapy and walking assis-
tance services for multiple sclerosis sufferers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46178/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1106 answered with Question No. 1008.

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRAAA025001107. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will issue 
in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [46187/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRAAA027001108. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a motorised chair or 
scooter will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he 
or she has been assessed by the Health Service Executive for this type of equipment.  [46192/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
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Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WRAAA029001109. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding his deal-
ings in respect of St. Brigid’s Hospital, Crooksling, Brittas, County Dublin; if he will give as-
surances to families and the wider community regarding its future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46199/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRAAA03050Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

05/11/2013WRAAA031001110. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health when a review will take 
place on the fair deal system of financing nursing home care; when a review might be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46201/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Work on the 
Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is ongoing.  It is expected that the Review will 
be completed in early 2014 and the report will then be made publicly available.

Medical Aids and Appliances Expenditure

05/11/2013WRAAA033001111. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
on VAT income detailing the amount generated from the following pieces of medical equipment 
(details supplied).  [46207/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRAAA03450National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

05/11/2013WRAAA035001112. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the disparity in 
the totals for hospital inpatient and day case waiting lists for adults in August 2013 as reported 
by the National Treatment Purchase Fund which said there were 45,341 waiting and as reported 
by the Health Service Executive in its August 2013 performance report 40,801 waiting; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46212/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRAAA037001113. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund did not publish separate waiting list data for the month of July 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46213/13]
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05/11/2013WRAAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Performance data relating to July 2013 was 
not available in time to publish an individual July 2013 report.  Data relating to July 2013 has, 
however, been incorporated into the National Trend Analysis of Waiting Times Report, as is 
standard practice.  The National Trend Analysis of Waiting Times is a report which demon-
strates cumulative monthly reviews of all patient categories.  This ensures that data for each 
month remains available for review and comparative purposes for at least 13 months.  In rela-
tion to individual monthly reports, it should be noted that older ‘stand alone’ monthly data is 
removed from the website each month to allow space for the publication of the most recent 
‘stand alone’ monthly report.  The National Trend Analysis of Waiting Times Report is avail-
able at www.ntpf.ie.

Hospital Services

05/11/2013WRAAA039001114. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the reason a person has to pay for 
transport from one hospital, where they are a long-term patient, to another hospital to receive 
treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46218/13]

05/11/2013WRAAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding 
inter-hospital transfers, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond directly.

Alcohol Pricing

05/11/2013WRBBB002001115. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the discussions he has had 
with the relevant members of the Northern Ireland Executive regarding a joint approach to 
the introduction of minimum prices for alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46220/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Work on developing a framework for the 
necessary Department of Health legislation on, among other things, Minimum Unit Pricing 
has been continuing.  A health impact assessment has been commissioned in conjunction with 
Northern Ireland as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit 
pricing; the genesis of this close cooperation was discussions at Ministerial and official level 
between both jurisdictions and these discussions are continuing.  The health impact assessment 
will study the impact of different minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and 
likely economic impact.

Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRBBB004001116. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied).  [46227/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Services

05/11/2013WRBBB006001117. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ur-
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gent hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46228/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy,  I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRBBB008001118. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ur-
gent hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46231/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has 
been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected 
in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals towards 
achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Dental Services Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRBBB010001119. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the waiting time 
for children and young adults in need of dental treatment including surgery and orthodontic 
work.  [46255/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB011001120. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the dental check-
up programme operating in Irish schools, including the frequency of check-ups and the proce-
dure followed in the event of follow-up treatment being required.  [46256/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB012001189. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for dental 
treatment for children and teenagers under the free dental scheme for children; the children and 
services covered by this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46754/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB013001190. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if all primary school children 
still receive free dental check-ups as part of a national programme; the frequency of these 
check-ups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46755/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1119, 1120, 1189 and 1190 together.

The Public Dental Service of the HSE provides dental services for children up to 16 years 
of age and persons with special needs through its dental clinics.  All HSE dental clinics pri-
oritise emergency care for children up to 16 years of age, treatment for special needs patients 
and screening of children aged from 11 to 13 years, including referral for orthodontic services 
where necessary.  After screening, follow-up treatment is provided where necessary.  Other 
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services, including screening of children 6 to 8 years, are provided but may be deferred in clin-
ics where there is pressure on resources.  The HSE Public Dental Service has recently been 
re-structured.  It is intended that the new arrangements will facilitate standardisation of services 
available nationally.

The HSE provides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for 
treatment before their 16th birthday.  An individual’s access to orthodontic treatment is deter-
mined against a set of clinical guidelines called the Modified Index of Treatment Need.  Patients 
with the greatest level of need, i.e. Grade 5 or Grade 4 are provided with treatment.  At the time 
of assessment those with urgent clinical need are prioritised.  It should be noted that the nature 
of orthodontic care means that immediate treatment is not always desirable.  It is estimated that 
up to 5% of those on the waiting list for treatment need to wait for further growth to take place 
before treatment commences.  The most recent information on waiting times relates to the third 
quarter of 2013:

Waiting time 
from assessment 
to commence-
ment of treat-
ment (Grade 4)

1 - 6 
months

7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

2 - 3 years Over 4 
years

TOTAL

HSE Dublin 
Mid-Leinster 

243 390 685 375 174 1,867

HSE West 711 259 1,183 343 23 2,519

HSE South 91 133 152 933 237 1,546

HSE Dublin 
North East

76 163 408 766 436 1,849

TOTAL 1,121 945 2,428 2,417 870 7,781

Waiting time 
from assess-
ment to com-
mencement 
of treatment 
(Grade 5)

1 - 6 
months

7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

2 - 3 years Over 4 
years

TOTAL

HSE Dublin 
Mid-Leinster 

452 310 465 271 98 1,596

HSE West 544 315 879 232 26 1,996
HSE South 536 333 392 307 1,568
HSE Dublin 
North East

129 217 486 452 37 1,321

TOTAL 1,661 1,175 2,222 1,262 161 6,481

The HSE has commissioned an independent review of orthodontic services.  The outcome 
of this review, which is near completion, will give guidance as to what changes will be desirable 
to provide the best possible model of care delivery, given the current resources available and 
future demand for services.

 Waiting list initiatives introduced in 2011 have meant that dental services dependent on 
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acute service capacity have been assessed in accordance with waiting times and not just on 
numbers waiting. Intravenous (IV) sedation clinics have been put in place in 4 hospitals us-
ing HSE dental staff who have undertaken Diplomas in IV Sedation and Relative Analgesia. 
This will be extended further in 2014.  It is intended that more adults with special needs will 
be treated using IV sedation rather than general anaesthetic, thus relieving pressure on hospital 
services and waiting lists.

Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRBBB015001121. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if, in the unlikely event of a  person 
losing his or her medical card, while undergoing treatment in a public hospital, the Minister will 
confirm to whom the cost of treatment post medical-card cessation falls.  [46257/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All medical card applicants are informed, by 
letter, of the outcome of their application and persons’ eligibility is not removed without having 
been informed of such a decision.  Those who are unsuccessful are given an explanation of the 
decision, including a detailed financial breakdown.  The unsuccessful applicants are informed 
of their right to seek a review of the decision by the PCRS or to appeal the decision to the HSE 
Appeals Office.  Where a person, who previously held a valid medical card or GP visit card 
submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a medical card within 21 days of that decision, 
the card previously held is reactivated once the HSE (PCRS) is informed of the appeal by the 
Appeals Office.

In the unlikely event that a person’s eligibility expired without his/her knowledge and that 
person was taken suddenly ill and required hospitalisation, PCRS would try to accommodate 
the immediate needs of the individual.  If this were to amount to a change in circumstances, the 
individual could have his/her application reviewed by PCRS, once he/she informs the HSE of 
the circumstances.

Generic Drugs Substitution

05/11/2013WRBBB017001122. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date on the 
introduction of generic medication; and if there will be an obligation on persons on the long-
term illness scheme or with medical cards to accept generic medicines.  [46280/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, which came into operation on 24th June, introduc-
es a system of generic substitution and reference pricing.  This legislation will promote price 
competition among suppliers and ensure that lower prices are paid for these medicines resulting 
in further savings for both taxpayers and patients.

Under the Act, the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) is responsible for the assessment for in-
terchangeability of medicines. Generic substitution will be introduced incrementally with the 
IMB prioritising those medicines which will achieve the greatest savings for patients and the 
State.  The Board is in the process of reviewing an initial 20 active substances, which equates 
to approximately 1,500 individual medicines.  They include statins, proton pump inhibitors, 
angiotensin-converting-enzyme (ACE) inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor blockers.

The first List of Interchangeable Medicines, containing groups of atorvastatin products, was 
published by the IMB on 7th August.  The second and third lists containing groups of esomepra-
zole and rosuvastatin products were published on 20th and 24th September, respectively.  The 
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fourth and fifth lists containing groups of omeprazole and pravastatin products have also been 
published (on 11th and 22nd October, respectively).

Once the IMB has assessed the initial 20 priority products, then a further list of priority 
products will be identified and assessed by the IMB and the process will continue until all me-
dicinal products on the reimbursable list have been assessed.

Once a List of Interchangeable Medicines is published by the IMB a two stage price reduc-
tion process gets underway. First, under the terms of the 2012 APMI Agreement, the price of 
all relevant products fall by 20%, e.g. atorvastatin prices were reduced from 1st September and 
esomeprazole and rosuvastatin prices were reduced from 1st October. Secondly, the legislation 
also provides that the HSE may set a reference price for each group of interchangeable products 
published on the List of Interchangeable Products with a view to introducing further significant 
price cuts.

Reference pricing involves the setting of a common reimbursement price, or reference price, 
for a group of interchangeable medicines. It means that one reference price is set for each group 
or list of interchangeable medicines, and this is the price that the HSE will reimburse to phar-
macies for all medicines in the group, regardless of the individual medicine’s prices. The first 
reference price (for atorvastatin products) was introduced on the 1st of November.

Reference prices are being introduced on a phased basis. The HSE is currently in the process 
of setting reference prices for esomeprazole products which, it is anticipated, will apply from 
1st December 2013.

Under the legislation, a pharmacist shall offer the patient the opportunity to agree to the 
pharmacist substituting the prescribed product for a substitute product (from within a group of 
interchangeable products) which is in stock and is the lowest cost to the patient or the State. If 
the product offered is at or below the reference price then the legislation does not impose any 
unavoidable costs on the patient. However, if the patient wishes to have the more expensive 
product, then he/she will be liable for the difference between the reference price and the price 
of the product.

The IMB will only add a medicine to the List of Interchangeable Medicines if it meets all 
the qualifying criteria and can be safely substituted for each of the medicines which fall within 
a group of interchangeable medicines.

Occasionally circumstances may arise where due to an individual patient issue or character-
istic that it may not be advisable to switch between different brands of a medicine even if the 
medicine is included in a group of interchangeable medicines.  When this arises a prescriber 
will be able to indicate on a prescription that substitution should not take place.  A pharmacist 
will then dispense the medicine indicated on the prescription.

05/11/2013WRBBB01850Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRBBB019001123. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will consider adding new 
ostomy products to the list of products approved for sale here; these products have widespread 
use in the UK and the European Union.  [46295/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB020001161. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his plans to add new ostomy prod-
ucts approved for sale here (details supplied).  [46508/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 1123 and 1161 together.

The HSE is not in a position to increase the current levels of expenditure on ostomy and 
urinary products unless cost effectiveness with clear patient benefit can be demonstrated.  The 
HSE will require evidence to be presented as part of any product application process for addi-
tion to the List of Reimbursable Items in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRBBB022001124. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46299/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has 
been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected 
in the HSE Service Plan.  The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals towards 
achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WRBBB024001125. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests the 
Health Service Executive has made under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria for 
Eligibility) Act 2013 to the Department of Social Protection to provide personal data where it 
is required for assessing or reviewing the eligibility of persons for services provided under the 
Health Acts 1970 to 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46300/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB025001126. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests the 
Health Service Executive has made under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eli-
gibility) Act 2013 to the Revenue Commissioners to provide personal data where it is required 
for assessing or reviewing the eligibility of persons for services provided under the Health Acts 
1970 to 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46301/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB026001127. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests the 
Health Service Executive has received under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria for 
Eligibility) Act 2013 from the Department of Social Protection to provide personal data where 
the data is required to calculate the means of a person in order to assess or review entitlements 
to benefits and services provided under the Social Welfare Acts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46302/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB027001128. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests the 
Health Service Executive has received under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria 
for Eligibility) Act 2013 from the Revenue Commissioners to provide personal data when the 
Commissioners require the personal data for the purpose of assessing or collecting any tax, duty 
or other charge payable to the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46303/13]
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05/11/2013WRBBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1125 to 1128, inclusive, together.

The information sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

Hospital Acquired Infections

05/11/2013WRBBB029001129. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe in which the air 
conditioning and ventilation systems in our surgical theatres are cleaned and decontaminated; 
if the Department is satisfied with the systems in place; if there are plans to change or upgrade 
the systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46304/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB030001131. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the rate of detection of airborne 
infectious diseases in our surgical theatres; the frequency with which inspections are carried 
out; the method and the way these results compare to international standards.  [46307/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1129 and 
1131 together.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRBBB032001130. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when hip-replacement surgery 
will be scheduled in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46306/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1131 answered with Question No. 1129.

Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRBBB035001132. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the continu-
ous positive airflow pressure machine and the replacement parts used for the treatment of sleep 
apnoea to medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46308/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Arrangements have 
been in place for the rental of Continuous Positive Airflow Pressure Machines for some time 
both for Medical Card Holders and Drug Payment Scheme card holders where the person suf-
fers from sleep apnoea.  Funding for the purchase of such appliances by medical card holders 
may be considered within the overall priority setting for funding at local level from the Aids 
and Appliances budget.
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Dental Services Provision

05/11/2013WRBBB037001133. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if urgent orthodontic treat-
ment will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46324/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

05/11/2013WRBBB039001134. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the 
processing of the nursing home grant scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
14; if he will expedite the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46326/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Card Application Numbers

05/11/2013WRBBB041001135. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of discretionary 
medical cards awarded in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the number that were refused 
during the same period; the number of discretionary cards that have been withdrawn during this 
period; the number that have been withdrawn to date in 2013; the reason for the policy change 
in respect of discretionary medical cards; the reason discretionary cards are being removed 
from persons who suffer from cancer, leukaemia, cystic fibrosis and other serious and life-
threatening illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46336/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB042001211. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of discretionary 
medical cards awarded in County Kerry in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the number 
that were refused during the same period; the number of discretionary cards that have been 
withdrawn during this period; the number that have been withdrawn to date in 2013; the rea-
son for the policy change in respect of discretionary medical cards; the reason discretionary 
cards are being removed from persons who are suffering from cancer, leukaemia, cystic fibrosis 
and other serious and life-threatening illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46820/13]

05/11/2013WRBBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1135 and 1211 together.

Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is 
based primarily on residency and means and medical cards are not awarded to any particular 
group of patients on the basis of a specific medical condition.  However, the HSE has discretion 
to grant a medical card in certain circumstances.  Medical card applicants who are unsuccessful 
following the means assessment, but who indicate that they suffer from a medical condition, are 
then referred to the Medical Officer for consideration on a medical discretionary basis.

The processing of medical cards at a national level, rather than at a local level as before 
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mid-2011, ensures that all people are assessed in a similar and fair manner when applying for 
a medical card.  The consideration of discretion is now standardised and operates in an equi-
table manner.  The medical card scheme is now underpinned with a stronger foundation which 
enables better governance, more transparency and efficient modern processes.  Under these 
processes, nobody who is entitled to a medical card will lose it or be refused one.

 I would like to point out that there has been no change in the policy of awarding discretion-
ary medical cards.

The information sought by the Deputy concerning medical card figures granted on a discre-
tionary basis is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRCCC00150Suicide Prevention

05/11/2013WRCCC002001136. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the measures his Depart-
ment are taking to help solve the suicide epidemic here particularly among young persons; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46344/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Dealing with 
the current high levels of suicide and deliberate self harm is a priority for this Government.  
Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention  makes a number of recom-
mendations in relation to fast track referrals to community-based mental health services, effec-
tive response to deliberate self-harm, training, reducing stigma and promoting positive mental 
health, initiatives aimed at helping young men and research.  

Consequently, the HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) has developed a 
range of initiatives to support people who are suicidal and also supporting their families, friends 
and peers in recognising and responding appropriately to signs of emotional distress and sui-
cidal thoughts.  

Since 2011, funding for the NOSP has increased significantly from €4 million in 2011 to 
€7.9 million in 2013.  This increase in funding along with the additional investment in mental 
health has led to work being progressed on almost every recommendation in Reach Out  includ-
ing the following actions:

-  Supporting over 40 individual organisations and programmes both internal and external to 
the HSE.  This increase in funding has focused on resourcing front line services for persons who 
are in emotional distress, who have engaged in self harm or who have been bereaved through 
suicide.  Many of these services are being delivered by the Non-Governmental Organisation 
sector with direct funding from the NOSP, including Pieta House, Samaritans, Console etc.

-  Working to build the capacity of frontline services providers and communities to respond 
to suicide through the delivery of a number of suicide prevention training programmes; to date 
over 42,000 participants have completed the ASSIT and safeTALK programmes.  In addition, 
the NOSP has invested significantly in the development of Dialectical Behavioural Therapy 
(DBT) services across community mental health teams.

-  The NOSP resourced the Irish College of General Practitioners to implement a training 
programme on suicide prevention for GPs and general practice staff.  International evidence 
highlights GP training in depression and the management of suicidal behaviour as critical to 
reducing suicide rates.
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-  The development of the National Clinical Care Programme for Self Harm in Emergency 
Departments and the SCAN (Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurse) service.

-  The delivery of two effective social marketing campaigns on mental health that have 
changed public attitudes and behaviours related to help seeking and mental health.  The NOSP 
is also working to develop a new national communication strategy for suicide prevention.

-  The NOSP is currently working with the Irish Association of Suicidology and other part-
ners to develop national standards for service providers that will improve the quality and safety 
of funded services.

-  The NOSP in partnership with the Department of Education and Skills developed the 
Well-Being in Post Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Pre-
vention.  These guidelines have been distributed to schools and health services on a nationwide 
basis.

-  The HSE is implementing the Counselling in Primary Care programme.  This national 
service was launched in 2013 and is delivering counselling to medical card holders at a primary 
care level.

The NOSP has been reviewing its current activities to make the most of our available re-
sources, including looking at best practice internationally to inform evidence-based policy deci-
sions.  The review will result in a new Framework which will build on work already undertaken 
under Reach Out.  Its aim will be to support population health approaches and interventions 
that will assist in reducing the loss of life through suicide.  This renewed focus will provide for 
improved coordination and integration of services to ensure that pathways of care for persons 
at risk of suicide or in suicidal crisis can be accessible, acceptable and available.  

05/11/2013WRCCC00350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRCCC004001137. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the recom-
mended and approved wheelchair is provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46355/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRCCC00550Hospital Services

05/11/2013WRCCC006001138. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will consider extending 
the number of hospitals offering exercise rehabilitation as per proposal by chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease Ireland as patients with serious lung conditions would benefit greatly from 
supervised exercise in our hospitals; if he will take into consideration that 440,000 patients have 
this lung condition and the very real difference supervised exercise will have on their health and 
well-being; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46362/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The exercise programme referred to forms 
part of a structured Pulmonary Rehabilitation programme.  The HSE COPD Clinical Care Pro-
gramme published a Model of Care for Pulmonary Rehabilitation services in 2010.  Health 
policy in Ireland is committed to service reform that is moving service provision away from 
the current hospital centric model of care towards a new model of integrated care which treats 
people at the lowest level of complexity and is as close to home as possible.  Depending on 
their disease trajectory most patients are suitable to avail of community services at some stage 
in their illness, and therefore pulmonary rehabilitation is being provided by community as well 
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as acute services. In order to improve access to pulmonary rehabilitation programmes the HSE 
has in recent years included targets in its service plans for both settings.

In 2012 the annual target was for 25 % of centres, regardless of the setting (acute hospitals 
and community areas combined), to have access to pulmonary rehabilitation. It was reported in 
June of that year that 56% of centres provided a service.

In 2013 the target was changed from combined to individual services; 25 acute hospitals and 
20 local health areas were required to provide access. Recent reports indicate that currently 25 
acute hospitals and 15 local health areas are providing access.

For 2014 an increased target of 28 hospitals and 25 local health areas has been proposed.

05/11/2013WRCCC00750Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRCCC008001139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion regarding public hospital waiting lists for surgery (details supplied) [46363/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

05/11/2013WRCCC00950Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRCCC010001140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion regarding public hospital waiting lists (details supplied) [46364/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target 
of 12 months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is re-
flected in the HSE Service Plan.  The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRCCC01150Prescription Charges

05/11/2013WRCCC012001141. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the reason a general practitioner 
prescribes medication that is eltroxin or lipitor which only comes in certain strengths, for ex-
ample 20mg, 40mg, 60mg and 80mg, but a doctor prescribes a dosage of 30mg, which requires 
a person to purchase two packets; pharmacies are charging for two items under the prescription; 
his plans to address this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46367/13]
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05/11/2013WRCCC013001162. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that where a prescription for one medication requires two tablets of different dos-
age these different dosage tablets are being considered as separate items for the purpose of the 
prescription charge for medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46552/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1141 and 
1162 together.

Currently, medical card holders are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines 
and other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  
€19.50 per month for each person or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in 
the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treat-
ment Scheme. 

Where a drug or medicine is required to be dispensed in different strengths and different 
containers, a prescription charge applies to each item.

05/11/2013WRCCC01450European Health Insurance Card Issues

05/11/2013WRCCC015001142. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the amount of money owed to 
his Department by other EU Countries under the European Health Insurance Card Scheme; the 
efforts being taken to recoup the money; the amount of money owed by his Department to other 
countries under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46368/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The amount owed by Ireland to other States 
arising from treatments received by persons holding Irish issued European Health Insurance 
Cards (EHIC) is in the region of €17 million.  Ireland has had waiver agreements with a num-
ber of member states whereby such costs were mutually waived.  Many of these agreements 
have been terminated in recent years.  In view of this and of the increased numbers availing of 
services since the EU was expanded the HSE is currently working on systems to capture EHIC 
costs so as to enable it to commence the issuing of claims for reimbursement of costs to the 
relevant competent states in the near future.  

I would like to add that Ireland’s primary interaction has been, and continues to be, with 
the United Kingdom with whom it operates a bilateral healthcare reimbursement agreement, 
covering such persons as temporary visitors between the two countries (EHIC), pensioners of 
one country and their dependants residing in the other country, and the dependant families of 
persons employed in the other country.  Under the terms of the agreement net liability between 
the two countries is calculated on a lump sum basis rather than an individual basis.  The amount 
received by Ireland from the United Kingdom in respect of reimbursement of healthcare costs 
provided under the relevant EU Regulations was €220 million in 2012.

05/11/2013WRCCC01650Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRCCC017001143. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if drugs and other medi-
cal supplies, provided on prescription to medical card holders are at an agreed cost between the 
Health Service Executive and the manufacturers or suppliers; if the same agreements in price 
exist under the supply of medications for the drug payment scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46382/13]
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05/11/2013WRCCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The prices paid 
by the HSE for products included on the list of reimburseable items apply to both the General 
Medical Services Scheme and the Drugs Payment Scheme.

  Question No. 1144 answered with Question No. 1020.

05/11/2013WRCCC01875Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRCCC019001145. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review and issue a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46388/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRCCC02050Medical Card Appeals

05/11/2013WRCCC021001146. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene and examine 
a medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46393/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRCCC02250Medical Card Appeals

05/11/2013WRCCC023001147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of appeal for medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46399/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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05/11/2013WRCCC02450Dental Services Provision

05/11/2013WRCCC025001148. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when dental checks will be car-
ried out for children in a school (details supplied) in County Laois; if students in third class will 
be covered by the check; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46400/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for providing dental care to schoolchildren.  The matter has, therefore, been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRCCC02650Health Services Staff Data

05/11/2013WRCCC027001149. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
lar form, the numbers of doctors employed in each hospital nationally; and if he well provide 
this figure broken down by grade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46403/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRCCC02850Local Drugs Task Forces Funding

05/11/2013WRCCC029001150. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the 
proposed cuts to local drugs task forces; if he will detail the approach which will be taken when 
allocating the budget for 2014 for local drugs task forces; if due consideration will be applied 
to case load-client numbers; the budget which will be allocated to the Finglas-Cabra drugs task 
force for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46424/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC030001175. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the way he intends to distribute 
cuts to local drug task forces [46664/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC031001225. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the Finglas-Cabra Drug Task Force is the lowest funded of all the LDTF’s in the 
Dublin region; the devastating effects that further cuts will have on its ability to continue deliv-
ering services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46868/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1150, 1175 and 1225 together.

In line with the National Drugs Strategy, the Government is committed to continuing sup-
port for initiatives to tackle the drug problem.  No decisions have been taken yet in relation 
to the allocations to Drugs Task Forces for 2014.  In line with previous years, funding will be 
focused on areas where there is the highest concentration of drugs activity.  It is anticipated that  
Drugs Task Forces will be informed of their allocations later in the year.  

05/11/2013WRCCC03250HSE Staff Remuneration

05/11/2013WRCCC033001151. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will list all the 
non-core payments of middle and senior management staff (non-medical) in the Health Service 
Executive in 2012, non-core meaning overtime, bonuses, including sponsored trips, hospitality 
events, benefits-in-kind or any other payments not defined as basic; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter.  [46426/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Sector Consolidated Salary 
Scales, which are prepared and issued by my Department, set out the rates of pay and allowanc-
es for staff in the public health service.  These scales were revised in July 2013 to take account 
of the reductions provided for under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2013.  Public service pay policy requires that the salary scales must be strictly adhered 
to and no employee should receive remuneration in the nature of pay and allowances of an 
amount greater than the amount prescribed.  The remuneration arrangements for health service 
personnel are subject to approval by the Minister for Health, with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

In accordance with Section 25(3) of the Health Act 2004, the HSE has prepared a Code of 
Standards and Behaviour which applies to all employees and which, in line with normal public 
service practice, includes appropriate provisions regarding the receipt of gifts or benefits from 
third parties.  

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with the more detailed information 
requested.

  Question No. 1152 answered with Question No. 1099.

05/11/2013WRCCC03475Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRCCC035001153. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that it is taking almost two months for the medical card office to complete a 
review of a decision; if his attention has been further drawn to the difficulties that this is causing 
persons with medical needs; the efforts he has made to address these waiting times; if he will 
ensure that a satisfactory turnaround time is adhered to by the medical card office; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46457/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service has, in the period since the centralisation of medical card process-
ing, (1 July 2011-to-date) received a total of 1,111,023 medical card/GP visit card applications.  
This total includes both new applications and renewal applications.  In this period, 1,049,388 
applications have been processed and decisions issued to the applicants concerned.  This figure 
represents an overall 98.52% completion rate for the total number of applications received. Of 
the applications processed, 90.81% of these applications were processed within 15 days of the 
application having been received by the HSE. 

A total of 34,065 review notifications were issued by the HSE in the month ending 30 Sep-
tember 2013.  There are currently 16,483 returned applications (as at 01/11/2013) in process.  
Persons will continue to have eligibility extended pending the outcome of the review assess-
ment, as will their dependants, if applicable, provided:

-  they have returned the review form within the time specified, and

-  they are engaging with the HSE in enabling their review assessment to complete. 

If a person is a new applicant presenting with an urgent medical need or an urgent medical 
need in respect of their dependant(s), the HSE will facilitate a prioritised assessment of eligibil-
ity, once the applicant has provided all the necessary information.
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Again, the HSE is currently operating at a 90.81% completion rate achieved within 15 days 
of applications being received to the HSE.  Applications that remain in process outside of this 
period of time are facilitated so that eligibility is either retained or assessment prioritised with-
out delay to the applicant who is engaging with the process.

05/11/2013WRCCC03650Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRCCC037001154. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if people over 70 years are be-
ing requested as part of the medical card review process to place a valuation on their family 
home; the reason this is relevant; if this change will apply to every review and not just the over-
70s; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46460/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): For the purposes 
of assessing income for an over-70s medical card, income from property (whether a family 
home, a holiday home or any other property) will only be included if the property is generating 
a rental income.  The income to be assessed will be the actual rental income less any cost neces-
sarily incurred associated with the rental of the property and such costs may include insurance 
premium, mortgage repayments, maintenance, etc.

Under the standard means assessment medical card, income from property is taken as the 
gross income received less any cost necessarily incurred associated with the property and such 
cost may include insurance premiums, mortgage repayments, maintenance etc.

Where land/buildings (other than the family home that is being lived in) are not being used 
but are capable of being leased or sold, then the following options can be applied to determine 
income for medical card/GP visit card eligibility assessment purposes, with the more beneficial 
option applying to the applicant:

-  Notional assessment of the rental/lease “going rate” for the area.

-  Assessment of capital value worked out on the basis of the formula set out in the Medical 
Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines.

In cases where the latter option is applied, the applicant will be requested to provide a valu-
ation for the property concerned.  The valuation provided will then be subject to the formula to 
determine the amount to be taken into account as weekly income from this source for medical 
card/GP visit card eligibility assessment purposes.

05/11/2013WRCCC03850Health Insurance Prices

05/11/2013WRCCC039001155. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide further 
details on the figures regarding the health insurance tax relief changes impact that he referred 
to at the Health Committee meeting on 17 of October 2013 in response to questioning from 
this Deputy; if he favours a reversal of the Department for Finance’s restriction on tax relief 
for health insurance; if the decision by the Department for Finance to restrict the tax relief on 
health insurance could lead to more persons forgoing their health insurance; if the changes to 
tax relief for health insurance will damage his efforts to encourage persons to take up private 
health insurance and introduce universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46466/13]

05/11/2013WRCCC04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In Budget 2014, the Minister for Finance 
announced a cap on tax relief on premia for private health insurance, whereby tax relief for 
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medical insurance premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per 
child insured. Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings will no longer qualify 
for tax relief. The tax relief at source provided to policy holders has been a significant subsidy 
to the actual cost of premiums charged by health insurers. I am pleased that the Minister for 
Finance did not remove tax relief in its entirety and has still allowed 20% tax relief on polices 
up to €1000 gross for adults and €500 for children. 

It is also important to note that the measure is projected to save the Exchequer €94m in 2014 
and €127m in a full year. Pricing of insurance premiums is a matter for insurers. In terms of po-
tential increases in premia that might arise from this measure, it is up to each insurer to contain 
its own costs and to compete actively on the basis of price. 

With regard to health insurance costs generally, I have consistently emphasised the vital 
need to address the rising cost of private health insurance and the necessity for all private health 
insurers to address their cost base aggressively.  Last year, I established the Consultative Forum 
on Health Insurance to generate ideas to address health insurance costs. In June of this year, I  
appointed an independent Chairperson, Mr. Pat McLoughlin,  who will work with my Depart-
ment and the insurers on a review process to give effect to real cost reductions in the private 
health insurance market. Work on this review process is progressing well and I expect to receive 
an initial report from the Chair very shortly.  

I will continue to focus strongly on addressing costs in the private health insurance mar-
ket, to keep insurance as affordable as possible for people who wish to avail of private health 
insurance. The Government’s clear objective is for the health insurance market to remain as 
competitive and affordable as possible, as we move towards a new system of Universal Health 
Insurance.

05/11/2013WRDDD00150Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRDDD002001156. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his Department will prepare a 
handbook outlining, in a transparent manner, the eligibility requirements of a medical card and 
appeal arrangements for those transferred to a general practitioner card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46478/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
is aware that public concern on the issue of medical cards has been heightened in recent times 
and is committed to ensuring that the public will have all the relevant facts they need regarding 
medical card eligibility. 

In response to a request by Minister Reilly, the HSE has devised a wide ranging plan to 
improve the provision of information to the public about medical cards.  On 30th October, the 
HSE announced a communications campaign designed to raise awareness of the rules govern-
ing eligibility for medical cards.  This includes providing extra resources to the national Call 
Centre for public enquiries, a public information campaign through media advertisements, the 
development of a key new Information Leaflet, improved support on the HSE website, wide 
ranging training for front line staff and more.  The roll out of this campaign is scheduled over 
the next period, with some elements already actioned.

As a result, communications on the issue of medical cards will be enhanced to ensure the 
public has all the information it needs.  Comprehensive information, particularly on expenses 
taken into account for medical cards eligibility, will be available. 

In addition, the National Assessment Guidelines for the medical card scheme are available 
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on the HSE website.

The HSE has also established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas 
specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may 
wish to use for an earlier response to individual queries.  The contact details have issued to 
Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRDDD00350Medicinal Products Expenditure

05/11/2013WRDDD004001157. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health the total amount spent by his De-
partment on the purchase of prescription drugs distributed under medical cards and distributed 
under general practitioner cards; the corresponding amount contributed by recipients in each 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46479/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The cost of drugs 
and medicines provided to medical card holders, in 2012, is estimated at just over €1.3 billion. 
GP visit cards do not cover the cost of drugs.  

Medical card holders are currently required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines 
and other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  
€19.50 per month for each person or family.  In 2012 the prescription charge was €0.50 per 
item, subject to a cap of €10.00.  The revenue raised from the prescription charge in 2012 is 
€29.70 million.

05/11/2013WRDDD00550Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRDDD006001158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a new appointment will 
be arranged in November in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare to attend 
the hearing service clinic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46496/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral. The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRDDD00750Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/11/2013WRDDD008001159. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the expected start date 
for the second neurologist to the north west; if he will indicate the reason he or she cannot take 
up the position at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46500/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRDDD00950Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRDDD010001160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
public patients to see a consultant (details supplied) in County Donegal; if there are any patients 
waiting in excess of nine months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46501/13]
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05/11/2013WRDDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target  
of 12 months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is 
reflected in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1161 answered with Question No. 1123.

  Question No. 1162 answered with Question No. 1141.

05/11/2013WRDDD01175Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRDDD012001163. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason when assessing in-
come of applicants for medical cards the Health Service Executive will not accept a P21 issued 
by the Revenue Commissioners but insist on a notice of assessment from the Revenue Com-
missioners when the Revenue Commissioners only issue P21s where a person’s self-employed 
income is a subsidiary income; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46560/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by the 
HSE that the Medical Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines include a descrip-
tion of the documentary evidence that an applicant must provide in relation to each income type 
an applicant and his/her dependants, if any, is in receipt of. An assessment of means, essential 
to a determination of an applicant’s eligibility for medical card or GP visit card eligibility, can-
not be concluded in the absence of the required proof verifying the household income amount. 

The National Assessment Guidelines state that a person in receipt of an income from self 
employment must provide either a:

- Revenue Notice of Assessment as proof of income from this source, or    

- if, Revenue has determined that an income return for tax purposes is not necessary, a Non 
Liable Notification Letter issued by Revenue in addition to a statement of the amount of income 
being received from this source.

A  “Non Liable Notification Letter” will typically issue by Revenue in cases where a very 
low income is being returned from the self-employment activity concerned. Such determination 
can only be made by Revenue when an income return is made to Revenue and an assessment of 
tax liability is conducted based on the return.

A self-employed person should complete and submit a Revenue Form 11 in order to make 
a return of income for assessment by the office of the Revenue Commissioners.  For assistance 
with completing a Revenue Form 11, the local offices of the Revenue Commissioners can be 
contacted or the website www.revenue.ie accessed.

A P21 is a tax balancing statement in respect of PAYE income only. Income from self-em-
ployment for the purposes of medical card eligibility assessment is based on information pro-
vided on a Revenue Notice of Assessment or a statement of the income being received where 
revenue have assessed the income amount as being non-liable for tax.

05/11/2013WRDDD01350National Lottery Funding Applications

05/11/2013WRDDD014001164. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on application by Galway mountain rescue for national lottery funding in view of the urgent 
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need for a replacement vehicle (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46561/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2013 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question.  This 
is one of a large number of applications currently being assessed.  The Deputy will be informed 
of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

05/11/2013WRDDD01550HSE Properties

05/11/2013WRDDD016001165. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding vacant 
housing owned by the Health Service Executive (details supplied) in County Dublin; if he will 
take steps to ensure that these buildings are repaired; if he will consider making these houses 
available to persons on the local housing waiting list or mental health service users; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46588/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRDDD01750Water Fluoridation

05/11/2013WRDDD018001166. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount of fluoride sup-
pliers who have been paid in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46597/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the past five 
years two companies have been paid for the supply delivery of hydrofluosilicic acid for the 
purpose of water fluoridation. 

05/11/201WRDDD01950Community Care Issues

05/11/2013WRDDD020001167. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the total number of per-
sons in receipt of community based nursing services from the Health Service Executive nation-
wide; and the number of these that are children.; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46598/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Public Health 
Nurses (PHNs) and Registered General Nurses (RGNs) working in the community provide a 
wide range of services including maternity and infant care services, child health services, ser-
vices to older people, community rehabilitation, Hospital in the Home, Community Interven-
tion Teams, leg ulcer clinics etc.

Information in relation to the total number of persons in receipt of community based nurs-
ing services is not routinely collected nationally by the HSE.  The following provides the latest 
information based on the data that is collated nationally.

- 45,838 children under the age of 10 months had their Child Development Health Screening 
undertaken from January to the end of August 2013.  This includes screening completed by both 
Public Health Nurses and Area Medical Officers;

- 44,308 new born babies were visited by a PHN within 72 hours of hospital discharge 
(39,328 of these were within 48 hours) from January to September 2013;

- 43,762 babies were seen by a PHN at their 3 month assessment from January to September 
2013;
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In relation to the further specific information requested by the Deputy, as this is a service 
matter I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on the issue.

05/11/2013WRDDD02150HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

05/11/2013WRDDD022001168. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the total annual spend 
on agency nurses in the community who cover annual leave, sick leave and leave of absence. 
[46599/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRDDD02350Palliative Care for Children

05/11/2013WRDDD024001169. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
that have received palliative care nursing from the Health Service Executive in 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46600/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters,  I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRDDD02550Respite Care Services

05/11/2013WRDDD026001170. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the number of children who have received short-term and long-term Health Service 
Executive respite care in 2012; and the total number of hours provided for each.  [46601/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information it has available directly to the Deputy in relation these matters.

05/11/2013WRDDD02750Mobility Allowance Review

05/11/2013WRDDD028001171. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the schemes available to 
persons since the closing of the motorised transport grant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46612/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Conscious of 
the position of the Ombudsman that the Motorised Transport Grant Scheme was illegal in the 
context of the Equal Status Acts the grant was closed on 26th February earlier this year.  The 
scheme remains closed.  

An inter-departmental group, chaired by the Department of An Taoiseach has been working 
to develop detailed proposals for the operation of a new statutory scheme for consideration by 
Government.  

Mobility Allowance payments continue to be made on a temporary basis by the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) to current recipients.  These will continue to be made for a further period 
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pending the commencement of new statutory provisions in the interests of preventing hardship. 

More information regarding travel supports is available from local Citizens Information 
Centres or their website at http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/.  

  Question No. 1172 answered with Question No. 1057.

05/11/2013WRDDD02975Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WRDDD030001173. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite and award 
full medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46630/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRDDD03150Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WRDDD032001174. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when proper transport facilities 
will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46658/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1175 answered with Question No. 1150.

05/11/2013WRDDD03375Emergency Services Personnel

05/11/2013WRDDD034001176. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the reason the fire brigade is 
not called to assist in the case of cardiac arrest where an ambulance is not available; his views 
on whether this would be a prudent measure in view of the frequency of cardiac arrests and the 
need for swift action in these cases; if he will examine the possibility of creating a call system 
for the fire brigade when the ambulance is not available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46682/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Statutory pre-hospital emergency care ser-
vices for the State are provided by the HSE National Ambulance Service.  In the greater Dublin 
area, Dublin Fire Brigade provides this service on behalf of the HSE.  

As the particular query raised is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy in this matter.

05/11/2013WRDDD03550Hospital Procedures

05/11/2013WRDDD036001177. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary who is currently awaiting an ur-
gent scan in Cork University Hospital; the reasons for the delay; if his attention has been drawn 
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to the fact that the person was rushed to hospital twice last weekend by ambulance due to the 
severe pain; his views on whether this is a logical and reasonable use of resources; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46683/13]

05/11/2013WRDDD03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should a patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WREEE00150Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WREEE002001178. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding sur-
gery at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; when they will be scheduled for the procedure  [46711/13]

05/11/2013WREEE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

05/11/2013WREEE00350Medical Card Data

05/11/2013WREEE004001179. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a figure for 
the savings his Department made in 2013 from persons who held discretionary medical cards 
which were revoked by the Health Service Executive when they were up for renewal but which 
were then reinstated on review and or appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46713/13]

05/11/2013WREEE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WREEE00550Health Services Issues

05/11/2013WREEE006001180. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding propos-
als submitted to the Health Service Executive for the upgrading of three facilities in County 
Mayo (details supplied) in line with the Health Information Quality Authority recommenda-
tions; the projected timeframe for the completion of the projects; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46719/13]

05/11/2013WREEE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WREEE00750Health and Social Services

05/11/2013WREEE008001181. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the assessment he has 
made, as a result of the implications of population or census results and analyses for Cork city, 
regarding the provision of health and social services; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [46724/13]

05/11/2013WREEE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In recent years the delivery of services in 
the community has been reconfigured to meet population health needs.  This has involved the 
development of Primary Care Teams (PCTs) to ensure the delivery of services by multidisci-
plinary teams.  In 2012, the HSE completed a detailed analysis of the numbers and distribution 
of public health nurses, registered general nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists and 
speech and language therapists.  The analysis revealed considerable variation across the HSE’s 
17 Integrated Service Areas in ratios of health care professionals to population, and to popula-
tion numbers in areas of high deprivation.  I issued approval to the HSE on the 27th March 
2013 to commence recruitment to Primary Care Teams with immediate effect in respect of an 
additional 251 Primary Care posts.  The allocation and distribution of these posts is based on 
bringing each Integrated Service Area, where staffing is below the national average, towards 
the national average.  

With respect to the Deputy’s specific question regarding Cork City, I have requested that the 
HSE respond directly.  The provision of Social services is a matter for the Minister for Social 
Protection.

05/11/2013WREEE00950Hospitals Capital Programme

05/11/2013WREEE010001182. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a break-
down of the money needed to upgrade the country’s maternity hospitals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46731/13]

05/11/2013WREEE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management and delivery of the health 
capital programme is a service matter.  Therefore, your question has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 1183 and 1184 answered with Question No. 1057.

05/11/2013WREEE01250Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WREEE013001185. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health if the rental of BiPAP devices 
used to treat sleep apnoea are covered by the drugs payment scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46735/13]

05/11/2013WREEE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The cost of rental 
of BiPAP devices, used to treat sleep apnoea, is covered by the Drug Payments Scheme.

05/11/2013WREEE01450Public Health Issues

05/11/2013WREEE015001186. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he or his officials have 
had discussions with officials from the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in respect of the possible impact of the proposed new EirGrid high voltage power 
line systems on public health; if he, or his officials, have raised any concerns regarding any 
possible impact on persons living in the vicinity of such power lines; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46743/13]

05/11/2013WREEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has no function in respect 
of any aspect of the matter of potential health effects of electromagnetic radiation.  The re-
sponsibility for such matters rests with the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.  The Department of Communications, Energy and National Resources has 
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confirmed that Eirgrid follows best international practice in respect of transmission infrastruc-
ture developments and in this regard adheres to international guidelines for exposure to elec-
tromagnetic radiation developed by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation 
Protection.

05/11/2013WREEE01650Prescription Charges

05/11/2013WREEE017001187. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if there is a cap on the 
amount that a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13, on a medical card, will have to pay in 
prescription charges per month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46746/13]

05/11/2013WREEE01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As announced 
in Budget 2014, it has become necessary to increase the prescription charge due to the very 
difficult and challenging economic environment which requires the Government to achieve 
additional savings in health expenditure with €666 million of savings targeted in 2014.  The 
increase in prescription charges will account for €43 million of this target.  The Government is 
committed to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to the most vulnerable 
to the greatest extent possible.

Medical card holders will be required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other 
prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €25 per 
month for each person or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the 
HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  
These new rates will be effective from 1 December 2013.

05/11/2013WREEE01850Medical Card Applications

05/11/2013WREEE019001188. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of 
a person (details supplied) who has been informed that they are not entitled to a medical card; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46750/13]

05/11/2013WREEE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Questions Nos. 1189 and 1190 answered with No. 1119.

05/11/2013WREEE02150Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WREEE022001191. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of all 
changes made to the assessment of means and other criteria in relation to the medical card and 
general practitioner card schemes, including discretionary medical cards, since March 2011; if 
the full details of the scheme as now operated is now available on his Department’s website; 
and if not, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46756/13]

05/11/2013WREEE02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Changes to eligi-
bility criteria for a medical card or a GP visit card since March 2011 are detailed as follows.  
Under Budget 2013, the income thresholds for an over-70s medical card were adjusted  to €600 
gross income per week for a single person, and €1,200 gross income per week for a couple.  
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Those persons over 70 with a weekly income of €600-€700 for a single person and €1,200 to 
€1,400 for a couple qualified for GP visit card.  The eligibility criteria relating to the standard 
medical card means test assessment was amended by removing home improvement loan pay-
ments and excluding the first €50 per week from travel to work expenses, such as depreciation, 
but leaving the mileage element unaffected.

With regard to cards awarded on a discretionary basis, at the request of Minister Reilly, the 
HSE set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of applications for discretionary medical 
cards, where income guidelines have been exceeded but difficult personal circumstances, such 
as an illness, exist.  This panel was established as part of the centralisation of the medical pro-
cessing which was completed in July 2011.  In previous years, there was a decentralised process 
which meant there could be inequities throughout the country and discretionary medical cards 
may have been awarded in some parts of the country and not in others due to the lack of a cen-
tralised standardised approach.  Since this centralised approach, there has been no change to the 
assessment process for discretionary medical cards and the scheme continues to operate in such 
a way that those who suffer genuine financial hardship as a result of a medical condition receive 
the benefit of a medical card.  There is a link on the Department’s website to the HSE website 
(www.hse.ie ) where all information on the medical card scheme is available.

05/11/2013WREEE02350Hospital Charges

05/11/2013WREEE024001192. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if in the event of a person los-
ing the medical card while in hospital, the person in question is liable for the inpatient charge 
from the day the card is lost; and if so if there is an obligation on the Health Service Executive 
or the hospital in question to inform the patient of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46757/13]

05/11/2013WREEE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): All medical card 
applicants are informed, by letter, of the outcome of their application and persons’ eligibility is 
not removed without  having been informed of such a decision.  Those who are unsuccessful 
are given an explanation of the decision, including a detailed financial breakdown.  The un-
successful applicants are informed of their right to seek a review of the decision by the PCRS 
or to appeal the decision to the HSE Appeals Office.  Where a person, who previously held a 
valid medical card or GP visit card submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a medical card 
within 21 days of that decision, the card previously held is reactivated once the HSE (PCRS) is 
informed of the appeal by the Appeals Office.

In the unlikely event that a person’s eligibility expired without his/her knowledge and that 
person was taken suddenly ill and required hospitalisation, PCRS would try to accommodate 
the immediate needs of the individual.  If this were to amount to a change in circumstances, the 
individual could have his/her application reviewed by PCRS, once he/she informs the HSE of 
the circumstances.

05/11/2013WREEE02550Orthodontic Services Provision

05/11/2013WREEE026001193. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if any allegation has been 
made to him or the Health Service Executive that private orthodontists working on part-time 
contracts in the public service for the HSE examining children’s teeth are referring children to 
their own practices for treatment; if he approves of such conduct; and if not the action taken to 
eliminate this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46758/13]
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05/11/2013WREEE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am unaware of 
any such allegations.  I have sought information from the HSE on this issue and will write to 
the Deputy in due course.

05/11/2013WREEE02750Health Insurance Prices

05/11/2013WREEE028001194. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the increased rise 
in health insurance costs arising from budget 2014, he will set out the steps he proposes to take 
to reduce the cost of health insurance; if he will reduce the health levy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46774/13]

05/11/2013WREEE02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In Budget 2014, the Minister for Finance an-
nounced a cap on tax relief on premia for private health insurance, whereby tax relief for medi-
cal insurance premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child 
insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceilings will no longer qualify for tax 
relief.  It is also important to note that the measure is projected to save the Exchequer €94m in 
2014 and €127m in a full year.  Pricing of insurance premiums is a matter for insurers.  In terms 
of potential increases in premia that might arise from this measure, it is up to each insurer to 
contain its own costs and to compete actively on the basis of price.

With regard to health insurance costs generally, I have consistently emphasised the vital 
need to address the rising cost of private health insurance and the necessity for all private health 
insurers to address their cost base aggressively.  Last year, I established the Consultative Forum 
on Health Insurance to generate ideas to address health insurance costs.  In June of this year, I  
appointed an independent Chairperson, Mr. Pat McLoughlin, who will work with my Depart-
ment and the insurers on a review process to give effect to real cost reductions in the private 
health insurance market.  Work on this review process is progressing well and I expect to re-
ceive an initial report from the Chair very shortly.

Each year, at my request, the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) prepares the Report of The 
Health Insurance Authority to the Minister for Health, in accordance with Section 7E (1)(b) of 
the Health Insurance Acts, 1994 – 2012.  The Authority submitted its most recent report to me 
in October 2013.  This Report sets out the HIA’s evaluation and analysis of information returns 
supplied by insurers, their analysis of market issues and, arising from their expert analysis, the 
Authority’s recommendations for Risk Equalisation Credits and associated Stamp Duty to ap-
ply for the following year.  I am currently considering the recommendations from the HIA in 
respect of the rates of risk equalisation credits and stamp duty to apply from 1 March 2014.  
In the interim, it is important to note that this stamp duty, or health levy as referred to by the 
Deputy, collected from health insurers is in respect of the number of lives insured by them and 
is not placed on individual policy holders.  The money collected is used to fund tax credits for 
older people with private health insurance who, if under a risk rated model of insurance, would 
be charged a higher premium for health insurance than younger people, given their higher risk 
profile.  Funding the tax credit for older people ensures that everybody is charged the same 
premium for a particular health insurance plan, irrespective of age, gender and the current or 
likely future state of their health.

It is a matter for the insurance companies as to the extent, if any, they pass the stamp duty 
on to their customers.  The Government remains committed to keeping down the cost of health 
insurance, so that it is affordable for as many people as possible, as part of measures to ensure 
the sustainability of the private health insurance market in the transition to Universal Health 
Insurance.
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05/11/2013WREEE02950Health Insurance Prices

05/11/2013WREEE030001195. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if, in the interests of transpar-
ency and informed public debate, he will publish the report of the Health Insurance Authority 
on risk equalisation in advance of making a decision on the 2014 health levy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46775/13]

05/11/2013WREEE031001196. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he intends to implement 
the recommendations to alleviate the cost of health insurance for younger members as set out 
in the Health Insurance Authority Report on Risk Equalisation which he received in 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46776/13]

05/11/2013WREEE03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1195 and 
1196 together.

Each year, at my request, the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) prepares the Report of The 
Health Insurance Authority to the Minister for Health, in accordance with Section 7E (1)(b) 
of the Health Insurance Acts, 1994 – 2012.  The Authority submitted its most recent report to 
me in October 2013.  These Reports set out the HIA’s evaluation and analysis of information 
returns supplied by insurers, their analysis of market issues and, arising from their expert analy-
sis, the Authority’s recommendations for Risk Equalisation Credits and associated Stamp Duty 
to apply for the following year.

In setting the rates for Risk Equalisation Credits, following consultation with the Minis-
ter for Finance, I must have regard to the Principal Objective of the Health Insurance Act (as 
amended), which is to ensure that access to health insurance cover is available to consumers 
with no differentiation between them, in particular as regards the cost of health services, based 
on health risk status, age or sex. I must also have regard to the aims of:

-  avoiding overcompensation of registered undertakings or former undertakings,

-  maintaining the sustainability of the private health insurance market,

-  having fair and open competition in the market and

-  avoiding the Risk Equalisation Fund having a surplus or deficit from year to year.

In addition to recommendations for Risk Equalisation Credits and associated Stamp Duty, 
the HIA Report also provides an evaluation and analysis of commercial insurers’ returns for 
the twelve month period of the previous July to June and such other matters that the Authority 
considers ought to be brought to my attention.

The 2012 Report, to which the Deputy refers, recommended the approach of setting low-
er stamp duties and credits for non-advanced cover products, compared with advanced cover 
products, in order to help maintain the attractiveness of these products to younger customers 
entering the health insurance market and thereby supporting the sustainability of the market.  
I accepted this recommendation and a lower rate of stamp duty and credits for non-advanced 
products was introduced with effect from 31 March 2013.  My Department will continue to 
oversee the maintenance of a competitive and sustainable private health insurance market and 
to monitor developments on an ongoing basis, including the consideration of measures neces-
sary to keep health insurance affordable for younger members, to ensure that the market is 
regulated appropriately in the transition to a market-based Universal Health Insurance system.

The HIA Reports are very detailed and include substantial market sensitive data.  The 2012 
Report was published in redacted form on the Department’s website earlier this year.  My De-
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partment, in conjunction with the HIA, will publish a redacted version of the 2013 Report in 
due course.

05/11/2013WREEE03250Medicinal Products Availability

05/11/2013WREEE033001197. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if cannabis is a proven and 
recognised medicine throughout the world in treating cancer, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s patients; and if the World Health Organisation supports that position.  [46777/13]

05/11/2013WREEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Cannabis is desig-
nated as a Schedule 1 controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977.  Under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, supply, distribution and pos-
session of cannabis or cannabis-based medicinal products are unlawful except for the purposes 
of research.  My Department is aware that cannabis for medicinal use has been legalised in 
some countries and that there have been several studies internationally on the therapeutic ef-
fects of cannabinoids for a number of medical issues, including for nausea and vomiting in the 
advanced stages of illnesses such as cancer and AIDS, for treatment of asthma and glaucoma, 
as an antidepressant, anticonvulsant and anti-spasmodic.  My Department is not aware of the 
World Health Organisation’s position on the matter.

Notwithstanding the Government’s reluctance to loosen the controls on cannabis generally, 
Department officials have engaged with experts on how authorised cannabis-based medicinal 
products for patients may be legally prescribed by medical practitioners and used by patients.  
Draft Regulations are being finalised and it is anticipated that they will be introduced early next 
year.

05/11/2013WREEE03450General Practitioner Services

05/11/2013WREEE035001198. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will act on the concerns 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding GP cover; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46778/13]

05/11/2013WREEE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRFFF00150Prescription Charges

05/11/2013WRFFF002001199. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the 
anomaly whereby a person who qualifies for the long-term illness scheme, such as a diabetic, 
receives medication without a prescription charge and if that person then qualifies for a medi-
cal card, he or she must start paying the prescription charge while a wealthier person on the 
long-term illness scheme would not be obliged to do so; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46779/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF003001245. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will allow those with 
a medical card who also qualify under the long term illness scheme to be exempt from the pre-
scription charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47046/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1199 and 1245 together.
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Persons suffering from prescribed conditions, who are not already medical card holders, can 
get free drugs, medicines and medical and surgical appliances for the treatment of that condi-
tion under the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Medical card holders are required to pay prescription 
charges.  Prescription charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term 
Illness Scheme.

In the case of persons who had both the medical card and LTI, the HSE policy was that they 
should use their medical card to access medicines.  The main reason for this was that the supply 
of medicines under the LTI cost the HSE considerably more than under the GMS Scheme.  A 
retail mark-up of 20% was payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI Scheme.  
However, following a review of the rates of fees payable to health professionals (under the Fi-
nancial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009) my colleague, Minister Reilly, 
announced (on 2nd July) the elimination of the retail mark-up.  There is no retail mark-up for 
items supplied under the GMS Scheme.

In light of the elimination of the retail mark-up, the HSE was asked by my Department to 
review its policy.  Following this review, the HSE recently instructed all Local Health Offices 
that they should no longer refuse to process a Long Term Illness Book application where the 
patient holds a medical card. A circular advising of this change in policy is to issue to pharma-
cists today.

05/11/2013WRFFF00450Hospitals Building Programme

05/11/2013WRFFF005001200. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made re-
garding the proposed move of the Coombe Hospital to Tallaght in view of the fact that a new 
maternity unit is now likely to be located on the site of the new children’s hospital on the cam-
pus at St. James’s Hospital.  [46780/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A comprehensive review of maternity and 
gynaecology services in the greater Dublin area was completed in 2008.  The KPMG Indepen-
dent Review of Maternity and Gynaecology Services in the Greater Dublin Area Report was 
informed by an international analysis of maternity and gynaecology service configurations and 
best practice models of care.  The report noted that Dublin’s model of stand-alone maternity 
hospitals is not the norm internationally.  It recommended that the Dublin maternity hospitals 
should be located alongside adult acute services and that one of the three new Dublin maternity 
facilities should be built on the site of the new children’s hospital (tri-location of paediatric, 
maternity and adult services).  In this context the proposal was that the National Maternity Hos-
pital was to be relocated to St Vincent’s, the Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital 
to Tallaght and the Rotunda to the Mater.  In May this year, I announced the relocation of the 
National Maternity Hospital to the St Vincent’s campus.

Recognising the need to plan for the provision of tri-located maternity, paediatric and adult 
services, and in view of the Government decision to locate the new children’s hospital on the 
St James’s campus, it will be necessary to review the other maternity-adult co-location plans.  
This review will take place in the context of the development of a National Maternity Stategy.  
I confirmed on 10 October last that my Department will lead the development of this Strategy 
in collaboration with the HSE and its National Clinical Programme in Obstetrics and Gynaecol-
ogy.  The Strategy will provide the blueprint for the safe, effective delivery of maternity ser-
vices nationally.  The development of the Strategy will build on the work already undertaken as 
part of the KPMG Independent Review, and on the work underway by the Clinical Programme.
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05/11/2013WRFFF00650Hospital Complaints Procedures

05/11/2013WRFFF007001201. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding a situation at Beaumont Hospital.  [46783/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): With regard to specific complaints in relation 
to experiences of individuals in our hospitals, there is a formal complaints policy, entitled “Your 
Service Your Say”, details of which are on the HSE  website, at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/
yourhealthservice/feedback/complaints/.

In accordance with this procedure, a complaint must be made in the first  instance to the 
hospital in which the incident causing the complaint occurred.  If an individual is not satisfied 
with the response from the hospital, a review can be sought from the HSE Director of Advocacy 
and the Ombudsman, whose details are set out as follows:  

HSE Director of Advocacy

Oak House

Millennium Park

Naas

Co Kildare 

Tel 1890 424 555

Office of the Ombudsman 

18, Lower Leeson Street

Dublin 2

Tel 1890 223 030

Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie  

I have asked the HSE to answer the specific queries the Deputy has raised and to reply to 
him directly.

05/11/2013WRFFF00850Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRFFF009001202. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a child (details supplied).  [46784/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF00975Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRFFF01050Hospital Closures

05/11/2013WRFFF011001203. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if the file relating to the consul-
tation process for Shaen and Abbeyleix hospitals has been sent back from the Health Service 
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Executive to the Department of Health; and when he will announce his decision regarding the 
future of both units.  [46786/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): No, my De-
partment awaits the Health Service Executive’s response to a request for clarification.

05/11/2013WRFFF01250Hospitals Building Programme

05/11/2013WRFFF013001204. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the stage the plan is at for the 
construction of a new maternity unit at Portlaoise Regional Hospital; and if  funding is pro-
vided.  [46787/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of health care infrastructure is a ser-
vice matter.  Therefore, the Deputy’s question has been referred to the Health Service Executive 
for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRFFF01450Ambulance Service Provision

05/11/2013WRFFF015001205. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the ambulance cover, number 
of vehicles and personnel on duty in County Laois from 8 p.m. on 7 October to 8 a.m. on 8 
October.  [46788/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1206 answered with Question No. 1008.

05/11/2013WRFFF01750Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/11/2013WRFFF018001207. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that an or-
thopaedic surgeon is appointed to a hospital (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46798/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets.  The Health Sector must make its contribution to that reduction.  However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so.  As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly 
to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRFFF01950Respite Care Services

05/11/2013WRFFF020001208. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service 
Executive will make available an appropriate respite place in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46803/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/11/2013WRFFF02150Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRFFF022001209. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
the waiting list for orthopaedic surgeries at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County 
Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46808/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

05/11/2013WRFFF02350Hospital Staff Issues

05/11/2013WRFFF024001210. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if there is currently a full-
time paediatric orthopaedic surgeon employed at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, 
County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46809/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1211 answered with Question No. 1135.

05/11/2013WRFFF02650Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/11/2013WRFFF027001212. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive will extend the deadline for recruitment of senior psychologists from 25 October 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46821/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRFFF02850Commencement of Legislation

05/11/2013WRFFF029001213. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health when the commencement order 
for the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act will be signed; the reason for the delay in same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46823/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 
was signed into law by the President on 30 July 2013.  There are operational issues which need 
to be addressed before it can be commenced and the Department is liaising with the HSE in this 
regard.  These include the establishment of a panel of medical practitioners for the purpose of 
the formal medical review provisions and administrative facilities to enable the review com-
mittee, drawn from the review panel, to perform its functions.  The Act will be commenced as 
soon as is practicable.
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05/11/2013WRFFF03050Commencement of Legislation

05/11/2013WRFFF031001214. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list for 
legislation for which a commencement order has yet to be signed; the reason for the delay; if 
he will provide a timeline for when commencement orders will be signed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46824/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand the Deputy’s question relates to 
legislation enacted since March 2011.  The information sought is set out in the table.

Name of Act Provisions of Act not yet 
commenced

Status

Nurses and Midwives Act 
2011

Sections 4(2), 9(2)(g)(ii),
17(3), 37(2)(a), 39-45, 59(1) 
(b) (so far as it relates to a pro-
fessional competence scheme), 
59(2)(d), 64(5) and (6), 65(1)
(b) , 84, Part 11, Sections 
102(2), (3) and (5), 103

This is a comprehensive 
piece of legislation which 
is being commenced on a 
gradual basis.

Health (Alteration of 
Criteria for Eligibility) 
Act 2013

Section 4 The Department is in on-
going consultations with the 
Attorney General’s Office re 
commencement.

Health (Pricing and Sup-
ply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013

Section 36 It is intended to commence 
this section in Quarter 2, 
2014.

Public Health (Tobacco) 
(Amendment) Act 2013

Full Act The Commencement order 
for this Act and relevant 
regulations are currently 
being drafted with a view to 
commencing the Act in the 
very near future.

Health (Amendment ) Act 
2013

Section 4 and 11(a) 

Sections 7(e)(ii), 8, 9 10,11(b), 
12, 18 and 19

To be commenced but no 
plan at present.Regula-
tions and Guidelines are in 
preparation. It is intended 
to commence by late 2013/
early 2014.

Protection of Life During 
Pregnancy Act 2013 

Full Act The intended commence-
ment date is by end of 2013.  
There are operational issues 
which need to be addressed 
before it can be commenced 
and the Department is liais-
ing with the HSE in this 
regard.

05/11/2013WRFFF03250Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRFFF033001215. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card review in respect of persons (detail supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [46836/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

05/11/2013WRFFF03450Medicinal Products Availability

05/11/2013WRFFF035001216. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm if the 
drug nadolol, which is used to treat long OT syndrome, has been taken off the drugs payment 
scheme  [46838/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF036001217. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his position regarding 
the shortage of the drug nadolol, which is used to treat long OT syndrome, as there is only one 
wholesaler that imports the drug from the USA and the wholesaler in question has no stock of 
the drug left. [46837/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1216 and 1217 together.

Nadolol is provided to patients under the Unlicensed Medicines Protocol when clinically 
necessary.  The HSE had agreed an administrative price of approximately €80 but earlier this 
year was informed that the price would increase significantly.  Where the product is prescribed 
by or on the recommendation of a consultant, arrangements are made for patients to access it at 
an increased price which is currently in the order of €300.  There is more than one wholesaler 
involved in sourcing unlicenced products for the Irish market.  The HSE is not aware of any 
cases, at the moment, where patients cannot access this drug.

05/11/2013WRFFF03750HSE Correspondence

05/11/2013WRFFF038001218. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason a representation 
sent to the parliamentary division via the e-mail address given to Oireachtas Members on 27 
September 2013 and follow-up e-mails sent on 30 September, 18 October and 23 October have 
not been answered  [46844/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am advised that an answer has now issued 
to the Deputy from the HSE in relation to this matter.

05/11/2013WRFFF03950Hospital Waiting Lists

05/11/2013WRFFF040001219. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person ( details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will expe-
dite same. [46860/13]

05/11/2013WRFFF04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For 2013, a maximum waiting time target  
of 12 months has been set for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is re-
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flected in the HSE Service Plan.  The SDU and the NTPF are working closely with hospitals 
towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.  Should a patient’s general practitioner 
consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the 
best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the 
specific hospital appointment query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRGGG00200General Medical Services Scheme Payments

05/11/2013WRGGG003001220. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to each 
general practitioner under the general medical card scheme in County Mayo for 2011, 2012 in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46861/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG004001221. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to each gen-
eral practitioner under the general medical card scheme in County Roscommon for 2011 and 
2012 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46862/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG005001222. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to each gen-
eral practitioner under the general medical card scheme in County Galway for 2011 and 2012 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46863/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG006001223. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to each 
general practitioner under the general medical card scheme in County Sligo for 2011, 2012 in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46864/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1220 to 1223, inclusive, together.

The HSE, through the Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS), makes payments to 
General Practitioners (GPs) for services they provide to eligible persons who hold a medical 
card or GP visit card, therefore, I have referred this matter to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRGGG00800General Practitioner Services

05/11/2013WRGGG009001224. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with general 
practitioners charging people who hold medical cards and GP visit cards for having blood tests 
carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46865/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under paragraph 
11 of the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, a general practitioner (GP) is expected to 
provide his/her patients who hold a medical card or GP visit card with all proper and necessary 
treatment of a kind generally undertaken by a GP and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which GPs cannot reasonably be expected to possess.

Under paragraph 27 of the GMS contract, a medical practitioner shall not demand or accept 
any payment or consideration whatsoever in reward for services provided by him/her, or for 
travelling or for other expenses incurred by him/her or for the use of any premises, equipment 
or instruments in making the services available.

In circumstances where the taking of blood is necessary to either (a) assist in the process of 
diagnosing a patient or (b) monitor a diagnosed condition, the GP may not charge that patient if 
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they are eligible for free GMS services under the Health Act, 1970, as amended.  

The HSE has written to GP contract holders and clarified the position in relation to this 
matter and has also communicated its position to the Irish Medical Organisation.  Any alleged 
instances of eligible patients being requested to pay for a routine service of this nature from 
their own limited resources is viewed as a serious matter by the HSE and the Department.  

I have been advised by the HSE that its Local Health Offices will fully investigate any re-
ported incidents of eligible patients being charged for phlebotomy services which form part of 
the investigation and necessary treatment of patients’ symptoms or conditions.  In such cases, 
where a medical card holder or a GP visit card holder has been inappropriately charged for the 
taking of blood, the HSE will make deductions from those GPs’ routine GMS payments.

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up a 
new GMS contract.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to phlebotomy services will be 
considered as part of the new contract.

  Question No. 1225 answered with Question No. 1150.

05/11/2013WRGGG01150Care Services

05/11/2013WRGGG012001226. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will release the report com-
missioned into financial irregularities discovered at Fingal Home Care in 2012  [46870/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/11/2013WRGGG01400Health Services Provision

05/11/2013WRGGG015001227. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken 
to implement the national asthma programme in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46876/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Clini-
cal Programme for Asthma, which commenced in 2011, is one of a number of chronic disease 
programmes established in the HSE’s Clinical Care Directorate aimed at bringing a systematic 
approach to changes in how services for patients are delivered.

The initial focus of the work of the Programme has been primarily on three main areas:

1. The development and implementation of national asthma guidelines based on interna-
tional best practice for acute and ongoing asthma management and in relation to this, national 
asthma education initiatives for patients and health care professionals;

2. The organisation and better integration of national asthma services at primary and sec-
ondary care levels through development of a national model of care; and 

3. A national project of auditing acute asthma deaths.

Work in relation to Asthma Guidelines has included:

-  Acute adult asthma guidelines and associated care pathways, treatment protocols and care 
bundles have been developed for use in all care settings (primary and secondary care levels), in 
conjunction with other relevant programmes and the Irish College of General Practice (ICGP).  
These include:

-  An in-hospital practical asthma education programme for nurses to underpin and support 
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the implementation of the acute adult guidelines; and

-  General management asthma guidelines for use in all healthcare settings especially in 
primary care.

The Acute Adult Emergency Guidelines are available through the HSE website.  This user 
friendly resource will facilitate all healthcare staff in optimising the management of adult pa-
tients attending services with an acute asthmatic episode. 

-  Guidelines for acute paediatric asthma have also been completed and should be available 
soon on the HSE website.  An associated educational programme is being developed at present.

The National Asthma Programme is developing a National Model of Care (MOC) for Asth-
ma with an implementation plan which will detail how physicians, nurses, and other health care 
professionals will work with engaged patients to make the clinical decisions most appropriate 
to their circumstances; and to collaborate with specialist colleagues in providing a safe, seam-
less patient experience within the health system in Ireland.  This is a key deliverable of the 
National Asthma Programme for 2013.  As 85 per cent of asthma is managed in primary care 
without the need for hospital specialist services, the Programme is aiming to provide at primary 
care level a yearly programme of assessment for asthma called Chronic Disease Watch (CDW) 
– Asthma, also known as Asthma Check.  Asthma Check, which has been submitted to the ICGP 
for review, outlines the step-by-step process for the implementation of guideline based asthma 
management in primary care to deliver optimal outcomes for patients.

The Model of Care will also focus on:

-  Improving access to hospital based specialist asthma services from primary and secondary 
care services, through Scheduled/Rapid access asthma services (adult/paediatric), and access to 
specialist asthma therapies.

-  Improving links through Clinical/Asthma Nurse Specialists within the community ser-
vices.

-  Developing and implementing a standard referral pathway to asthma services.

-  Developing structured assessment and review protocols throughout the system.

-  Establishing uniform discharge protocols.

-  Facilitating access to accurate asthma diagnostics.

-  Examining solutions to develop and subsequently implement an Asthma database/register 
linked into all care levels (GP, Community Pharmacist and Hospital).  

The draft model of care has been circulated for stakeholder consultation.  The National 
Asthma Programme is aiming to have the Model of Care published by the end of this year. 

Implementation of the National Clinical Programme for Asthma, which was included in the 
HSE’s 2013 Operational Plan is ongoing and will continue in 2014.

05/11/2013WRGGG01700Hospital Procedures

05/11/2013WRGGG018001228. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of operations, medi-
cal and surgical procedures in public hospitals that were cancelled in 2011, 2012, and to date in 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46883/13]
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05/11/2013WRGGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRGGG02000Hospitals Discharges

05/11/2013WRGGG021001229. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the number of bed days lost through delayed discharges in each hospital to date in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46884/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to him directly in 
this matter.

05/11/2013WRGGG02300Care Services

05/11/2013WRGGG024001230. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the additional funding that will 
be provided for the care of older persons in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46885/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG025001231. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the additional home care pack-
ages that will be provided in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46886/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG026001232. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the additional home help hours 
that will be provided in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46887/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1230 to 1232, inclusive, together.

Pending the completion of the Health Service Executive’s National Service Plan for 2014, 
it is not possible to provide the detail sought by the Deputy.  

05/11/2013WRGGG02800Medical Card Eligibility

05/11/2013WRGGG029001233. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there will be any changes to 
the qualifying criteria for medical cards for the under-70s in 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46888/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): With the excep-
tion of the measures announced in Budget 2014, there are no proposals at present to change the 
qualifying criteria for medical cards for persons aged under 70 in 2014.

  Question No. 1234 answered with Question No. 1008.

05/11/2013WRGGG03150Orthodontic Services Provision

05/11/2013WRGGG032001235. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46892/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
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orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRGGG03400Orthodontic Services Provision

05/11/2013WRGGG035001236. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46893/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

05/11/2013WRGGG03700Alcohol Labelling

05/11/2013WRGGG038001237. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health the position regarding alcohol 
labelling; if there are plans for a requirement for ingredients to be clearly listed on the label of 
alcohol products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46909/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has approved the drafting of 
a health oriented Public Health (Alcohol) Bill to provide for, among other things, health label-
ling of alcohol products which will see:

a) Health warnings and advice (including for pregnancy) on all alcoholic drink containers 
(bottles, cans etc.) and on promotional materials;

b) the amount of pure alcohol as measured in grams and the calorie count contained in each 
container/measure on the label/container. 

There are no plans at the moment to stipulate that any additional information be displayed 
on the label.

05/11/2013WRGGG04000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/11/2013WRGGG041001238. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if a special chair will be pro-
vided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46963/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRGGG04300Hospital Accommodation Provision

05/11/2013WRGGG044001239. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of beds and wards in hospitals (details supplied); the number of those beds 
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and wards that are currently closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46983/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG04500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I believe we must concentrate on getting the 
best possible services for patients from the budgets available to us.  This means we need to 
focus on how beds are used, on the throughput of patients, on reducing length of stay to inter-
national norms and on having as many procedures as possible carried out as day cases rather 
than inpatient work. 

Throughout 2013 hospitals will open and close beds on various wards in order to deliver 
the planned level of activity.  These beds may be closed for a number of reasons, including cost 
containment, infection control and refurbishment.  It is not possible at this time to determine 
what beds in which wards will be closed and what length of time they will be closed for.  The 
decision to open and close beds is made at hospital management level and approved by the Re-
gional Director for Performance and Integration.

In relation to the detailed information requested by the Deputy, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to him directly in this matter.

05/11/2013WRGGG04600Hospital Equipment

05/11/2013WRGGG047001240. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service 
Executive has an upright MRI scanner in its possession to facilitate MRI scans to take place on 
patients who, due to an underlying medical condition, are unable to lie still to undergo a scan 
in a regular MRI scanner and who instead would be better suited to using an upright scanner  
[46985/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRGGG04900Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

05/11/2013WRGGG050001241. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the basic amount paid to 
a general practitioner for administering a medical card in 2007 and 2012, without GP visits; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [47017/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG051001242. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the number of medical 
card holders who did not visit a general practitioner, or any other medical practitioner, in 2012; 
the cost of administering these cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47018/13]

05/11/2013WRGGG05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1241 and 1242 together.

The HSE, through the Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS), makes payments to 
General Practitioners (GPs) for services they provide to eligible persons who hold a medical 
card or GP visit card, therefore, I have referred this matter to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/11/2013WRHHH00200Cancer Incidence

05/11/2013WRHHH003001243. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons here who 
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are diagnosed with primary peritoneal cancer each year; if any awareness raising campaigns 
have been undertaken in relation to the disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[47044/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Fewer than 20 cases of invasive peritoneal 
cancer are diagnosed on average per year in Ireland.  Cancers of the peritoneum are most likely 
to arise from secondary spread from another intra-abdominal cancer.  Because of this, and the 
low incidence involved, it is not proposed to undertake an awareness campaign focused on 
peritoneal cancer.  Meanwhile, efforts to raise cancer awareness more broadly will continue. 

  Question No. 1244 answered with Question No. 1019.

  Question No. 1245 answered with Question No. 1199.

05/11/2013WRHHH00850Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRHHH009001246. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in 
tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Department’s budget 2014 
reductions to expenditure.  [47079/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The gross current budget for the Department 
of Health (Vote 38) for 2014 is almost €212m, a reduction of €20m on the 2013 allocation of 
€232m. 

A detailed breakdown of the reductions in 2014 for the salaries and expenses of the Office 
of the Minister for Health and certain other services administered by that Office, including mis-
cellaneous grants, will be provided in the Revised Estimates Volume 2014 which is currently 
being prepared.

05/11/2013WRHHH01100Generic Drugs Substitution

05/11/2013WRHHH012001247. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure 
persons who cannot take generic drugs for epilepsy continue to receive the medication they are 
currently entitled to under all schemes in which the State has a role; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [47086/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, which came into operation on 24th June, will 
introduce a system of generic substitution and reference pricing. Under the Act, the Irish Medi-
cines Board (IMB) is responsible for the assessment for interchangeability of medicines. The 
IMB will review an initial 20 active substances, which equates to approximately 1,500 individ-
ual medicines. They include statins, proton pump inhibitors, angiotensin-converting-enzyme 
(ACE) inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor blockers. 

The first List of Interchangeable Medicines, containing groups of atorvastatin products, was 
published by the IMB on 7th August.  The second and third lists containing groups of esomepra-
zole and rosuvastatin products were published on 20th and 24th September, respectively. The 
fourth and fifth lists containing groups of omeprazole and pravastatin products have also been 
published (on 11th and 22nd October, respectively).  The IMB will publish subsequent lists for 
other groups of medicines on an ongoing basis. 

It is worth noting that there are no Anti-Epilepsy Drugs (AEDs) in the initial 20 active sub-
stances to be assessed for interchangeability by the IMB. 
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Under the legislation, generic substitution is not permitted until the products have been as-
sessed for interchangeability in accordance with the criteria set out in the legislation and the 
IMB has decided to add the products to the List of Interchangeable Medicines. 

At present, therefore, pharmacists are not permitted to substitute AEDs and must dispense 
the products as prescribed. 

  Question No. 1248 answered with Question No. 1019.

05/11/2013WRHHH01700Medical Card Reviews

05/11/2013WRHHH018001249. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the basis on which a saving 
of €11 million was estimated arising from the Budget 2014 decision to revoke medical cards 
awarded on the basis of returning to work having been long-term unemployed; his estimate of 
the number of medical cards that will be revoked as a result of this measure; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [47104/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As part of Budget 
2014, the Government decided to change the rules, whereby persons who have been unem-
ployed for 12 months retain their medical card for three years on returning to work.  In this 
case, the medical card is retained by the person, and his or her dependents, for the three years 
irrespective of their means or income.  The savings are based on an estimate of the number of 
persons expected to leave the Live Register in 2014 that would fall within this category.

The following additional information was provided under Standing Order 40A

As part of Budget 2014, the Government decided to change the rules under which persons 
who have been unemployed for 12 months retain their medical card for 3 years on returning 
to work and persons who take up approved training schemes retain their medical card for the 
duration of the scheme regardless of their means.

In future, it is proposed that persons who have been employed for 12 months will be granted 
a GP Visit Card on returning to work or taking up approved training schemes, irrespective of 
their means.  Such cards will expire after 12 months or the end of the training scheme if sooner 
(unless the person is entitled to continue to hold the card based on the standard means test).

 The savings target of €11 million was set by the Government having regard to the number 
of persons who are expected to leave the Live Register in 2014.  At this point, it is not pos-
sible to provide a reliable estimate of the number of persons who are likely to be affected by 
the proposed rule change.  This will only become clear following a detailed assessment by the 
HSE of the circumstances of each individual within the cohort concerned.  It is possible- indeed 
likely- that some of those persons will continue to qualify for medical cards on the basis of the 
standard means test.  It is also possible that some persons will continue to qualify for medical 
cards on a discretionary basis having regard to the particular medical or social circumstances of 
themselves or their dependents.

05/11/2013WRHHH02000Driving Tests

05/11/2013WRHHH021001250. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
average waiting time for a driving test in Waterford City and Dungarvan, County Waterford.  
[45778/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH022001251. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
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average driving test pass rate in Waterford City and Dungarvan, County Waterford.  [45779/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1250 and 1251 together.    

The subject of the questions is a matter for the Road Safety Authority (RSA). I have referred 
the Questions to the Authority and asked them to respond  directly to the Deputy. If a reply has 
not been received within 10 days the Deputy should contact my office..  

05/11/2013WRHHH02400Regional Road Network

05/11/2013WRHHH025001252. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline in tabular form the amount of funding provided by his Department to Westmeath 
County Council for road construction, improvement and realigment schemes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46689/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Details of the re-
gional and local road grant payments to county councils including Westmeath County Coun-
cil are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment booklets which are available in 
the Dáil Library.  Details of the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations to each county 
council are also available in the Dáil library.    

With regard to national roads, details of the allocations to each local authority are also avail-
able in the Dáil library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of funding for these roads is 
a matter for the National Roads Authority.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/11/2013WRHHH02700Job Initiatives

05/11/2013WRHHH028001253. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide for the use of social or local employment clauses in future capital projects under his 
Department’s remit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47242/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH029001292. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide for the use of social or local employment clauses in future capital projects under 
his Department’s remit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47014/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1253 and 1292 together. 

As my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has advised the House, 
the use of a social clause requiring a contractor to recruit a certain percentage of those employed 
on a public works construction site from the ranks of the long term unemployed is being piloted 
on a limited number of schools projects under the Devolved Schools Programme being admin-
istered by the National Development Finance Agency on behalf of the Department of Education 
and Skills.

It is my understanding that once this pilot programme is completed an evaluation will be 
prepared and submitted to the Government Contracts Committee for Construction (GCCC) for 
consideration in the context of their widespread use. 
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In relation to the potential application of such a clause within my Department’s capital 
programme, I can confirm that the National Roads Authority (NRA) who are responsible for 
the largest portion of the capital programme, intend incorporating a social employment clause 
into the Roads Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) that commenced procurement in 2013.  The 
specific projects envisaged are the N25 New Ross Bypass PPP and the M11 Gorey Enniscorthy 
PPP.  The NRA will of course take account of the evaluation of the pilot programme.

Should the inclusion of social clauses be deemed appropriate on a wider scale, other ele-
ments of my Department’s capital programme could also be considered, including the develop-
ment of the National Sports Campus in Abbotstown, Blanchardstown.

05/11/2013WRHHH03100Road Projects Expenditure

05/11/2013WRHHH032001254. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
total amount spent to date on the A5 western corridor link; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45617/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Govern-
ment has contributed £22 million to date towards the A5 project.  In addition in 2011 the Irish 
Government undertook to provide £25 million in each of 2015 and 2016 towards the project.     
The A5 project was discussed at the last NSMC Transport Sectoral meeting in April this year 
and will be discussed at the next meeting scheduled for November.

In the interim officials from my Department and the National Roads Authority attended a 
meeting of the Cross Border Road Projects Steering Group on 2nd September 2013.  At that 
meeting the Northern Ireland officials indicated that work on a revised environmental assess-
ment for the project was progressing.

05/11/2013WRHHH03400Road Projects Status

05/11/2013WRHHH035001255. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he expects work to commence on the construction of the M18-M17 Gort to Tuam motorway; 
the funding model being used that has been agreed with the National Roads Authority and other 
relevant stakeholders; if a contractor has been identified and, if so, who; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45638/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

05/11/2013WRHHH03700Road Safety

05/11/2013WRHHH038001256. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
rationale for the increase in the cost of the certificate of roadworthiness in particular the road 
safety levy for commercial vehicles; if he has taken into account the rising costs on commercial 
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operators, mainly petrol and diesel, when considering whether the fee should be capped at this 
amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45741/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH038501293. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason the frequency of testing of commercial vehicles was increased recently; the basis 
for the increase; his views that this is adding another cost to the associated businesses who use 
these vehicles; if he will provide details of the way this testing frequency compares to other EU 
member states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47022/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1256 and 1293 together.

The arrangements for commercial vehicle testing in the State were comprehensively re-
viewed in 2007 and the Government decided that the model for delivery of testing by private 
operators would continue and that the authorisation and supervision of commercial vehicle 
testing would be centralised under the auspices of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) to ensure 
consistency of testing across the country.  The Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle 
Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides the powers to the RSA to undertake this function.    

The RSA is currently in the process of rolling out major reforms in the testing system, which 
will deliver an enhanced service for the customer. Apart from safer roads for all road users, the 
reforms  are designed to level the competitive playing field for commercial vehicle operators 
by reducing non-compliance with testing and roadworthiness requirements. The new system 
will deliver several administrative benefits for operators, including online booking systems, 
reducing vehicle paperwork to be brought to the test and centralised issuing of the certificate of 
roadworthiness.

No increase in testing frequency has taken place as a result of the reforms. Under EU law, 
commercial vehicle owners are obliged to test their vehicles annually and it is an offence to use 
commercial vehicles on public roads without a certificate of roadworthiness (CRW). 

From 7 October last, a new annual fee, which includes a road safety levy, was introduced. The 
commercial vehicle reform process has been worked on since 2007 and there has not been any 
increase since then. The RSA consulted industry on the reforms and the planned road safety 
levy in November 2011 and the actual levy is lower than that proposed in the public consulta-
tion.  There have been a number of awareness raising measures of the reforms over the summer 
months and the new fees were advertised in national newspapers on 3 October 2013 and are 
available in full on the RSA website.

The levy is also funding enhanced supervision, enforcement and compliance measures be-
ing introduced at the roadside and at operator premises. A risk rating system is also being in-
troduced so that roadside enforcement activity is targeted at higher risk operators ensuring that 
compliant operators are less likely to experience disruption to their daily business.

05/11/2013WRHHH04000The Gathering Initiatives

05/11/2013WRHHH041001257. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he proposes to build on the impact of The Gathering in future years in view of the fact 
that a recent analysis of the latest United States census shows there are almost seven times more 
Irish-Americans than the entire population of Ireland. [45781/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This year will be a 
record year in terms of visitors from the United States and Canada.    
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The Gathering Ireland 2013 aimed primarily to generate additional tourist numbers and rev-
enue in 2013.  However, it also aimed to have a longer-term impact.  We set a target of 325,000 
visitors and we are well on the way to meeting that. Air capacity from the US for the summer 
peak was up more than 20% this year, with 270,000 extra seats on new and existing routes - and 
further growth is in prospect for next year.  But The Gathering was never just about visitor num-
bers and revenues.  It is also about community pride and strengthening links with the diaspora.  

 The Gathering helped to strengthen existing links with Irish communities abroad and create 
new connections.  Tourism Ireland will continue to work with the diaspora networks and will 
include this global family as part of its future promotional work overseas.  The networks and 
databases created through The Gathering will also remain as a valuable asset to Irish tourism.

 A number of Gathering related events and festivals have already been identified as having 
potential to run again next year or in future years.  Similarly, the success of the Emerald Isle 
Classic college football game, which was a key part of the marketing campaign for the Gather-
ing, is being built on with the game between Penn State - with the largest alumni association in 
the US - and the University of Central Florida in Croke Park.  

The Gathering also made a vital contribution to the local community.  The Gathering net-
work also provided extensive training to more than 2,500 people and these community engage-
ment skills will endure and be available to support other local events.

Recently Minister Ring visited the United States to attend the Milwaukee Irish Festival 
which draws over 500,000 people and Tourism Ireland will do more in this space.  Last month, 
I visited California to promote the new routes between Dublin and San Francisco that will start 
next April.

 It should be noted, however, that our research shows that a majority of US visitors to Ire-
land are not of Irish heritage and the population of the US is becoming more Latino and Asian 
so we need to ensure that we promote Ireland as a destination to all Americans.

05/11/2013WRHHH04300EU Funding

05/11/2013WRHHH044001258. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the projects 
that will be prioritised in view of the European Commission’s agreement to triple transport 
infrastructure financing to €26 billion from 2014 to 2020 to create a unified trans-European 
transport network under the connecting Europe facility of the multi-annual financial frame-
work.  [45782/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The funding avail-
able under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for transport within the Multi Annual Frame-
work is scheduled to be €26.2 billion of which €11.3 billion will be allocated specifically for 
cohesion Member States.  The remaining €14.9 billion available to all Member States is an 
increase of over 50% on the current financial Transport European Networks allocation for trans-
port over the period 2007-2013. It will not be trebled.    

Funding under the CEF will be available largely for projects on the defined Core Network 
of the Trans-European Network for Transport (TEN-T).  There are strict criteria for inclusion in 
this. In Ireland’s case, the Core Network consists of the road rail axis of Cork-Dublin-Belfast 
(with link to Shannon Foynes Port), the ports of Dublin, Cork and Shannon-Foynes, and Dublin 
and Cork Airports.

 A call for proposals is expected in 2014 and my Department and relevant State companies 



5 November 2013

689

are in the process of identifying potential projects that may be suitable for CEF funding.  How-
ever, I should point out that the funding available for eligible works projects under the CEF will 
require matching funds from national sources.  The EU co-funding to be provided under CEF 
will vary depending on the nature of the works from up to 10% in some cases to up to 50% for 
some categories of works.  Where matching funding will be required from the Exchequer, the 
availability of such funding is very constrained in the present economic circumstances and this 
will obviously have a major bearing on the ability to put forward projects under the CEF.

05/11/2013WRHHH04600Electricity Transmission Network

05/11/2013WRHHH047001259. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the impact of the proposed pylons and overhead power lines on the tourism industry in 
south Tipperary in view of the fact that Ireland’s scenery has been a cornerstone of international 
tourism marketing campaigns for decades, and a Fáilte Ireland visitor attitudes survey in 2007 
showed that 80% of overseas holiday makers to Ireland rated scenery as an important reason for 
their trips, followed by the natural unspoilt environment at 74%; his views regarding the future 
direction of tourism in Ireland and County Tipperary should pylons and overhead power lines 
be erected; his views on whether such actions will have a massive negative impact on walking 
tours within Ireland which are an important aspect of tourism in County Tipperary; if his De-
partment has made a submission to EirGrid’s gridlink project consultation process highlighting 
the possible negative impact on these important industries; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45826/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH048001279. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
or any of the agencies under his aegis have had consultations with EirGrid in relation to the 
ongoing grid projects; the impact of pylons on the landscape of many scenic areas and the nega-
tive consequences of such impact for tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46628/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH049001281. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he or his officials have had discussions with the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources and-or departmental officials on the possible impact of the proposed new 
EirGrid high voltage power line systems on the tourism industry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46747/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1259, 1279 and 1281 together.  

My Department and I work closely with other Government Departments on all aspects of 
policy which affect the tourism industry including for example the National Landscape Strategy 
Steering Committee, under my colleague, Jimmy Deenihan T.D., Minister for Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht. In addition, Fáilte Ireland is a prescribed body under Planning and Devel-
opment legislation for all planning applications which may have a significant impact from a 
tourism perspective.  Consequently, consideration of the impact of specific developments on 
tourism is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, and I have referred the Deputy’s Question to 
the agency for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days. 

05/11/2013WRHHH05100Bus Éireann Stations

05/11/2013WRHHH052001260. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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future of the office in the bus station in Killarney County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45852/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Bus Eireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRHHH05400Dublin Bus Services

05/11/2013WRHHH055001261. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of routes operated by Dublin Bus at 1 October 2011, 1 October 2012 and 1 October 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45864/13]

05/11/2013WRHHH05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for Dublin Bus in conjunction with the National Transport Authority and I have for-
warded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ00150Rail Services

05/11/2013WRJJJ002001262. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
defibrillators are available on the trains of Irish Rail; if there are any plans to provide same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45888/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ00350Traffic Calming Measures

05/11/2013WRJJJ004001263. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ask the National Transport Authority to outline the funding available to the local authority 
to conduct works at a village (details supplied) in County Wicklow under traffic management, 
safety for cyclists and pedestrians over the past four years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [45897/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), including the projects outlined by the Deputy being funded under the Sus-
tainable Transport Measures Grants Programme, comes under the remit of the NTA.  

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ00550Sports Capital Programme Administration

05/11/2013WRJJJ006001264. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
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regard to the upcoming sports capital programme, I have been informed by a GAA club that 
this year the club would have to register for VAT on OSCAR; if he will advise on the position 
regarding clubs registering for VAT and applying for sports capital grants; if a club or other 
group will have to be registered for VAT in order to qualify to receive a sports capital grant; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45994/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): It is not a requirement that clubs and organisations wishing to register to use the online 
OSCAR system need to register for VAT.  The new online system does require however that all 
organisations have a Tax Registration Number from the Revenue Commissioners.  This number 
will be the unique identifier that organisations will use to log into the system in the future to 
make applications and draw down any grants.    

Sports clubs and organisations can be known by several different names (Irish and English 
versions of names, names based on the location of the club or even a nickname).  This can be 
problematic for the Department and confusing for organisations too.  Using a unique identifier 
for the organisation removes any doubt.  

 The Department has decided to use the Revenue Commissioners’ Tax Registration Number 
as the unique identifier for a number of reasons, including the fact that it is easy to obtain, is 
genuinely unique, and is required in order to obtain a tax clearance certificate (the latter which 
is required by the Department for all grantees).

05/11/2013WRJJJ00750Ministerial Appointments

05/11/2013WRJJJ008001265. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the name, 
qualifications and current salary of each political staff member appointed by him. [46094/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested is a matter of record with the Standards in Public Office as the body with respon-
sibility for this information.  In accordance with the Guidelines on the Staffing of Ministers’ 
Offices, copies of both of my advisors contracts of employment were laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas and are available for inspection in the Dáil Library.  For convenience, the details 
requested by the Deputy are set out in the table.

Adviser Date of Appoint-
ment

Qualifications Current salary 

Special Adviser
Brian Murphy

16/11/2011 Fellow in the Insti-
tute of Chartered Ac-
countants of Ireland

€99,370

Press Adviser
Nick Miller

 23/05/2011 Master of Commerce 
in Government and 
Policy (UCC) and 
BA (Hons) in Media 
Studies with English 
(De Montfort Uni-
versity, UK)

€81,676

05/11/2013WRJJJ00950Driving Licence Issues

05/11/2013WRJJJ010001266. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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his views on the impact that the centralising of the new driving licences and taking them away 
from the local post office will cause persons who live in rural areas who will have to travel long 
distances to renew and apply for their driver’s license; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46095/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ011001286. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the per-
son responsible for the selection of centres for the new National Driver Licence Service; if his 
attention has been drawn to the inconvenience being caused to drivers by the limited number of 
centres; the reason there is no centre in Ballina County Mayo when the Road Safety Authority 
has a large HQ building in the town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46875/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ012001296. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the inconvenience caused by the restriction of the new driving licence 
renewal technology to just 34 sites countrywide; if there are plans to increase the number of 
National Driver Licence Service identity verification locations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [47097/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1266, 1286 and 1296 together.

Under the terms of the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 
2012, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) became the national driver licensing authority as of 
January this year.  Also with effect from 19 January, the new plastic card form of driving licence 
was introduced in all EU Member States.  Between 19 January and 25 October, local authorities 
continued to provide customer services relating to driving licences on behalf of the RSA.

On 29 October last, the RSA assumed full responsibility for the service.  The RSA designed 
the new centralised driver licensing system around a central unit within the Authority and three 
outsourced contracts.  The contracts include one for a front office service, which engages with 
the public; a second contract for a back office service, to process applications; and a third con-
tract for the production of the plastic card licence.  These contracts were awarded by the RSA 
following competitive procurement processes, in which neither my Department or I had any 
role.  There is no suggestion of taking this business away from post offices as An Post never 
had any involvement in direct customer services for driving licences.  They did tender for the 
service but were unsuccessful.

The RSA awarded the contract for front office services to SGS (Ireland) Ltd., who will 
operate 34 full-time and 2 part-time offices.  The new network of offices will be open Monday 
through Saturday and have longer opening hours than the previous local authority operations to 
facilitate people who may not be able to apply for their licence during normal working hours. 
Furthermore, people will be able use any of the offices to apply/renew their licence rather than 
as previously, just the centre in their own county. The target is to process driver licence applica-
tions within 8 days. 

It is important to also state that the requirement to attend in person only occurs once, when 
the person first receives their new plastic drivers licence when the person’s image is captured 
through the SAFE 2 system and they have their identity verified.  This is an important measure 
to prevent fraud.  After attending once in person, people can renew their licence through the 
post and are not required to attend in person again.

 05/11/2013WRJJJ01350Rail Services

05/11/2013WRJJJ014001267. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the precise 
rationale behind the decision of Irish Rail to reconfigure the number of carriages assigned to 
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DART services in the context of capacity; if he will provide a timetable of services that makes 
clear when this rationale will be in operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46112/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy 
to Minister of State Kelly’s reply to the Topical Issue on this matter on Tuesday 22nd October 
last.  The matter of the reduction of the number of carriages has been raised with the Chief 
Executive of Irish Rail.  In some cases, Irish Rail have already responded and re-introduced 
larger carriages to accommodate passengers where this has been considered necessary.  The 
CEO agreed to continuous monitoring of carriage levels to ensure they match passenger de-
mand.     

05/11/2013WRJJJ01550Commemorative Events

05/11/2013WRJJJ016001268. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason Failte Ireland refused funding to the local committee commemorating the Battle of 
Clontarf in 2014 as it will boost Irish tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46226/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ01750Road Signage

05/11/2013WRJJJ018001269. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there is 
a national policy regarding the erection and retention of signage along national and secondary 
routes for the purposes of advising persons of the locations of heritage, craft and tourist facili-
ties; if his attention has been drawn to plans by local authorities to remove such signage which 
may very well prove detrimental to organisations in rural regions. [46268/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Policy on the pro-
vision of tourist and leisure signage on the national primary and secondary road network is a 
matter for the NRA.  The NRA published their revised ‘Policy on the Provision of Tourist & 
Leisure Signage on National Roads’ in 2011 and it is available on the NRA website (www.nra.
ie).    

In light of the above, I have referred the Deputy’s question regarding plans by local authori-
ties to remove such signage to the NRA for a direct response.  Please advise my office if you 
have not received a reply within 10 working days. 

05/11/2013WRJJJ01950Rail Network

05/11/2013WRJJJ020001270. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
age and number of rolling stock in use by Irish Rail on intercity railways outside the greater 
Dublin region. [46275/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.    
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Disability Support Services Provision

05/11/2013WRJJJ022001271. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
make public transport more accessible for persons with a disability. [46276/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Accessibility im-
provements to public transport services are being advanced in the context of Transport Access 
for All, my Department’s Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005.  The Plan, the latest edi-
tion of which was approved by the Houses of the Oireachtas in April 2013, sets out a series of 
policy objectives and targets for accessible public transport across all modes.  The Plan is pre-
mised on the principle that through accessibility improvements to the public transport system 
for people with disabilities, access for all people will be improved.  However, while significant 
progress has already been achieved, much remains to be done and work in that regard is on-
going even allowing for the significant economic challenges facing us. 

05/11/2013WRJJJ02350Rail Services

05/11/2013WRJJJ024001272. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of real time passenger information display units that have been placed in Fingal since 
March 2011; the locations of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46283/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  Fol-
lowing the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, the 
implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), 
such as Real Time Passenger Information, comes under the remit of the NTA.  Noting this I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ02550Public Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRJJJ026001273. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of bus shelters that have been placed in Fingal since March 2011; the locations of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46284/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of 
bus stop improvement is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction 
with the relevant transport provider and I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRJJJ02750Road Projects Status

05/11/2013WRJJJ028001274. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the current situation regarding the upgrading of the N4 between Castlebaldwin and 
Cloonamahon. [46290/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

05/11/2013WRJJJ02950Road Traffic Legislation

05/11/2013WRJJJ030001275. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
view of regulations governing the maximum height of any vehicle on roads with particular 
reference to HGVs, if he will accommodate vehicles drawing vital fodder stocks from time to 
time to the west of Ireland, which height is to the order of 5 m; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46414/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ031001302. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the hardship that will accrue for farming and business interests if 
the maximum vehicle height is reduced to 4.65 meters; if he will extend the deadline beyond the 
set down date of 31 October; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47130/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1275 and 1302 together.   

 Statutory Instrument 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) 
(Amendment) Regulations, 2008 sets the maximum height limit of vehicles in this country at 
4.65 metres. The derogation was introduced to allow a five-year period within which vehicles 
operating at heights in excess of the new limits could be withdrawn from use in Ireland or to 
allow for the necessary height reductions by operators. The derogation expired on 31st October 
2013.

This maximum height limit was arrived at following a public consultation process under-
taken in 2005. Following this, it was announced in January 2007 that a limit of 4.65m would 
be introduced. Originally it was proposed that there be a two year derogation for vehicles regis-
tered, licensed or in use prior to the introduction of such a limit. Subsequently, following repre-
sentations from the haulage industry it was agreed that a five year dergoation would apply and 
this applies to those vehicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1st November 2008, when 
Statutory Instrument 366 of 2008 was signed into effect. 

Extending this derogation would have the effect of penalising those operators who have 
adapted their fleet recognising that this derogation was coming to an end, and rewarding those 
that did not.  It is more than six years since the 4.65m limit was announced and the industry has 
had more than adequate time to accomodate themselves to the new limit.

05/11/2013WRJJJ03250Road Safety

05/11/2013WRJJJ033001276. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to undertake a national speed limit review; the type of roads that will be covered by such 
a review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46483/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
established a stakeholder group to progress a review of speed limits nationally. The Automobile 
Association, An Garda Síochána, the Road Safety Authority, the National Roads Authority, 
representatives of local authorities and the National Transport Authority accepted my invitation 
to participate in the Working Group.  The Group is putting the final touches to its report and I 
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expect to launch it before the end of this month.

05/11/2013WRJJJ03450Dublin Bus Services

05/11/2013WRJJJ035001277. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the attached correspondence (details supplied) regarding Dublin Bus.  [46494/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have noted the 
comments in the correspondence attached to the Deputy’s question. The Government attaches 
great importance to the continued operation of Dublin Bus, which is so important to so many of 
our citizens and to the successful operation of the Irish economy.  

I have been engaged almost constantly over the past 18 months in dealing with the finan-
cial situation in CIÉ and the subsidiary companies, including Dublin Bus, to ensure a return to 
financial stability in order that they can continue to provide an essential service to the public.  
Dublin Bus has incurred accumulated losses of €75m over the period 2007 to 2012, a position 
which is unsustainable.

The attempts to agree cost reduction measures at Dublin Bus have clearly been long and dif-
ficult, the process having started in June 2012.  All sides understand and have accepted that the 
financial challenges facing CIÉ require cost savings that are fundamental to the Group continu-
ing to fund its activities and service its borrowings.  The issue of VAT compliance is a matter for 
my colleague Mr. Michael Noonan, T.D., Minister for Finance.  The Free Travel Pass scheme 
comes under the remit of my colleague, Ms. Joan Burton, T.D., Minister for Social Protection.

The issues raised in the correspondence relating to revenue protection measures and the 
internal structure of Dublin Bus are matters for the company in the first instance. 

05/11/2013WRJJJ03650Swimming Pool Projects

05/11/2013WRJJJ037001278. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the need for a public swimming pool for Lucan, County Dublin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46626/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme was closed to 
new applicants on 31 July 2000.

 Under the current round of the Programme 58 applications were received, of which 49 proj-
ects have been completed and opened to the public, and 9 other projects are at various stages 
of development.  The priority now is to work with the relevant Local Authorities in completing 
the remaining 9 pool projects, which are included in the current round.  

No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the Programme.  If the Pro-
gramme re-opens it would be open to each Local Authority to submit an application under the 
terms that would apply at that time.

  Question No. 1279 answered with Question No. 1259.

05/11/2013WRJJJ03950Taxi Regulations

05/11/2013WRJJJ040001280. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
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relation to the Taxi Regulation Bill, section 52.DI, if he will confirm if the words “exclusive 
right” are open to a legal challenge; if Dublin Bus is being set up on this matter; if it is legal 
for a private security firm to enter a premises without a Garda present; if he received full legal 
advice on these matters; and if he will provide this Deputy with a copy of same.  [46660/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, as is the norm in the process of pre-
paring draft legislation for presentation to the Oireachtas, were subject to review by Advisory 
Counsel of the Office of the Attorney General. Any legal challenge would be a matter for deter-
mination by the Courts.

The Taxi Regulation Act 2013, under Section 74, amends Section 52 of the Dublin Trans-
port Authority Act 2008.  The amendment allows for the direct award of public service con-
tracts to a public transport operator.  In particular this will allow for the continued provision of 
services under the rural transport programme in areas where there is a public transport gap that 
is not currently being met by other public transport service providers, including Dublin Bus and 
Bus Eireann. The direct award of public service contracts for public transport is governed by 
EU Regulation 1370/2007. 

Section 40 of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 provides for warranted authorised persons under 
the Act, including personnel operating in accordance with service agreements with the National 
Transport Authority, to enter a premises or place where activities associated with small public 
service vehicles (SPSV) are being carried out, for the purpose of enforcing compliance with the 
SPSV Regulations. However, Section 40 also requires that an authorised person cannot enter a 
private premises without the consent of the occupier unless in possession of a search warrant 
from a judge of a District Court.

  Question No. 1281 answered with Question No. 1259.

05/11/2013WRJJJ04250Road Network

05/11/2013WRJJJ043001282. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for the evolution of traffic routes into and out of Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46854/13]

05/11/2013WRJJJ04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/11/2013WRKKK00150Tourism Policy

05/11/2013WRKKK002001283. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role 
and priorities of Failte Ireland regarding the development of skill sets in the tourism industry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46857/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The role of Fáilte 
Ireland, the National Tourism Development Authority, is set out in Section 8 of the National 



Questions - Written Answers

698

Tourism Development Authority Act 2003 which provides that a general function of the Au-
thority shall be to encourage, promote and support the recruitment, training, and education and 
development of persons for the purposes of employment in connection with the tourism indus-
try in the State as well as support tourism enterprises.  In doing so, it is of course important 
to have regard to the roles and functions of other statutory bodies in the training area to avoid 
duplication and ensure the best use of public funds.    

In relation to the operational priorities of the Agency in this regard, I have referred this as-
pect of the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRKKK00350Tourism Policy

05/11/2013WRKKK004001284. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role 
and priorities of Tourism Ireland for Cork City; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46858/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  Tourism Ireland is 
the agency responsible for promoting the entire island of Ireland as a visitor destination over-
seas.  It also provides overseas support for the work of Fáilte Ireland in relation to regional, 
product and niche tourism.  While the agency does not have a role for the specific promotion of 
Cork or any other area, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply 
in terms of how Cork City features in its marketing activities and programmes.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/11/2013WRKKK00550State Airports

05/11/2013WRKKK006001285. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the development of Cork Airport for transatlantic routes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46859/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Given the status 
of Cork as the State’s second largest city with a large concentration of population and industry, 
I would welcome trans-Atlantic flights to and from Cork.  Currently, many people travelling 
trans-Atlantic to and from Cork travel through UK or European hubs having to ‘back-track’.  
It would be preferable if they could connect through a US city or fly direct to Cork and would 
be beneficial for tourism, business and family connections.  Both Dublin and Cork Airports are 
owned and managed by the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) which operates under a clear com-
mercial mandate.  As such, the promotion and development of routes at Cork Airport, including 
transatlantic routes, is a matter for the DAA and the airport management in Cork and is not a 
matter in which I have a direct role though I am will to be supportive in any way that does not 
breach state aid or competition rules or laws.

Under Open Skies agreements, there are no regulatory obstacles for airlines who may wish 
to operate transatlantic services from Cork.  I understand from Cork Airport that they are active-
ly seeking an airline to operate a service to the east coast of the US.  I would hope that airlines 
will consider the opportunities that such a route could provide, as well as other routes to the 
UK and mainland Europe.  In that regard, I strongly welcome the announcement that Ryanair 
is to commence a new service to East Midlands from 6 November and Aer Lingus Regional is 
to increase its number of flights this winter to Birmingham and Manchester.  This will improve 
the connectivity between the cities for both tourists and business passengers. 

  Question No. 1286 answered with Question No. 1266.
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05/11/2013WRKKK00850Ports Development

05/11/2013WRKKK009001287. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects to bring forward legislation to provide effect to the measures outlined in the ports policy 
document published earlier this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46894/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): One of the prin-
cipal recommendations of National Ports Policy which will require legislative amendments is 
the proposed transfer of control of the Ports of Regional Significance to local authority control.    

In August my Department published a Regulatory Impact Analysis type consultation docu-
ment regarding these proposed amendments to the Harbours Acts. The consultation period has 
now concluded and my officials are considering the submissions received and have commenced 
preliminary work on the Heads of the Bill, which will form the basis for a round of bilateral 
discussions between the Department and relevant companies and local authorities in November 
and December.

The new Bill will also seek to legislate for some of the new initiatives introduced in the 
area of corporate governance since the Government assumed office - such as the appearance 
of Chairmen designate before the Oireachtas committee, a stated requirement of certain board 
level skillsets and the establishment of a public expressions of interest system to apply for board 
membership.

I hope to progress the drafting of the Bills as quickly as possible and will of course, subse-
quent to Government approval, present the Heads to the Oireachtas committee for their opinion 
in due course. 

05/11/2013WRKKK01050VAT Rate Application

05/11/2013WRKKK011001288. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the continuation of the 9% VAT rate for the tourism industry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46930/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I strongly support-
ed the continuation of the 9% VAT rate on the basis that the initiative had proved to be a major 
success, improving the competitiveness of the tourism industry, helping to create thousands 
of new jobs and contributing to the growth in overseas visitors and revenue.     

The continuation of the reduced rate is recognition by the Government of the importance of 
the tourism industry to the economy.  Together with other Budget initiatives such as the reduc-
tion in the travel tax to zero, the raising of the VAT threshold for small businesses, the capital 
investment in the Wild Atlantic Way and continuing measures such as the diesel rebate for 
coach operators, it will build on the success of the Gathering and support the increased number 
of jobs already in place in the sector and assist in the creation of new jobs.  

I want to thank my colleague Minister for Finance for maintaining the rate and I would urge 
tourism businesses to fully utilise the reduced rate while it remains in place to maintain value 
for money and support growth and job creation.  

05/11/2013WRKKK01250Road Projects Status

05/11/2013WRKKK013001289. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the Galway city outer bypass project; the timescale for moving this project for-
ward; when he expects construction to commence; his views that the decision to build the proj-
ect will be appealed to Europe again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46944/13]
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05/11/2013WRKKK01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

05/11/2013WRKKK01450Tourism Capital Investment Programme

05/11/2013WRKKK015001290. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details on the additional funds for tourism capital provided in Budget 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46972/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I was pleased to 
welcome the announcement in Budget 2014 of an additional €8 million in capital investment for 
the Wild Atlantic Way.  The Wild Atlantic Way is set to be Ireland’s first long-distance touring 
route, stretching along the Atlantic coast from Donegal to West Cork.  It is planned to develop 
it into an attraction of international scale, on a par with the Garden Route in South Africa or the 
Great Ocean Road in Australia, that will achieve greater visibility for the west coast of Ireland 
in overseas tourist markets.     

I am informed that this funding will ensure the completion of route signage, provide for the 
development and enhancement of discovery points on the route as well as other infrastructural 
improvements. 

The development of the Wild Atlantic Way is being handled by Fáilte Ireland and I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further information in relation to its future devel-
opment.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.  

05/11/2013WRKKK01650Public Transport Provision

05/11/2013WRKKK017001291. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he is considering the extension of the Dublin bus routes to other towns in County Meath along-
side Dunboyne; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [47009/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

  Question No. 1292 answered with Question No. 1253.

  Question No. 1293 answered with Question No. 1256.

05/11/2013WRKKK02050Rail Services

05/11/2013WRKKK021001294. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
ditions for carriage of bicycles on Irish Rail, both DART and Intercity services; and if the con-
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ditions could be loosened on intercity services in order to facilitate cycle tourism.  [47054/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Departmental Expenditure

05/11/2013WRKKK023001295. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide in tabular form the partial year and the full year monetary effect of his Depart-
ment’s budget 2014 reductions to expenditure.  [47085/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As set out in the 
Estimates Volume published in October, my Department’s gross allocation for 2014 is €1.58 
billion. This funding is broken down by programme as follows:  

                           
-           

2014 Estimate Current Capital Total

- Programme Expenditure €000 €000 €000
A - CIVIL AVIATION 24,934 3,071 28,005
B - LAND TRANSPORT 423,265 846,585 1,269,850
C - MARITIME TRANSPORT AND SAFETY 85,116 7,580 92,696
D - SPORTS AND RECREATION SERVICES 44,230 24,743 68,973
E - TOURISM SERVICES 106,651 17,021 123,672
 - Gross Total:-  684,196 899,000 1,583,196

- 2014 Estimate Cur-
rent

Capital Total Change: 2014 over 
2013

- PROGRAMME 
EXPENDITURE

€000 €000 €000 %

A CIVIL AVIATION    24,934 3,071 28,005 -7%
B LAND TRANSPORT    423,265 846,585 1,269,850 -3%
C MARITIME TRANS-

PORT AND SAFETY    
85,116 7,580 92,696 -9%

D SPORTS AND RECRE-
ATION SERVICES    

44,230 24,743 68,973 -8%

E TOURISM SERVICES    106,651 17,021 123,672 -11%
- Gross Total:-  684,196 899,000 1,583,196 -5%

In addition, I am happy to report that the 2014 Stimulus Plan announced by the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform in his Budget speech will benefit my Department’s capital 
envelope by in the order of €90m.  The precise amount and distribution of this funding will de-
pend on the level of funding available from the proceeds of the sale of the Lottery license.  The 
main beneficiaries will include the local and regional roads mainteance, the Wild Atlantic Way 
tourism route, the National Sports Campus and the Sports Capital Programme. 

On the current expenditure side, my Department’s Vote has been reduced by €75m on 2013.  
This is in line with commitments made under the Comprehensive Expenditure Review.  The 
distribution of these cuts is set out in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 
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Expenditure Report 2014.  A more detailed distribution of the funding, including the addition-
al Stimulus funding, will be agreed and published in the Revised Estimates due in December. 

  Question No. 1296 answered with Question No. 1266.

05/11/2013WRKKK02550Road Projects Status

05/11/2013WRKKK026001297. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
direct the National Roads Authority to revisit the proposed Tralee to Dingle road upgrade as a 
priority and progress the preparation of revised plans with Kerry County Council at an early 
date. [47119/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

05/11/2013WRKKK02750Road Projects Status

05/11/2013WRKKK028001298. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress to date regarding the Macroom bypass; the timeframe for commencing and developing the 
route; and regarding the Adare bye pass when the review and revised plans will be prepared; 
and if he will ensure that both projects are high priority on the National Roads Authority na-
tional roads plan. [47120/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The planning, de-
sign and implementation of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority 
(NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.      

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/11/2013WRKKK02950Sports Capital Programme Administration

05/11/2013WRKKK030001299. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding projects approved for sports capital grants; if all projects aproved have com-
menced; the number that have been completed and grants paid; and when will the new proposed 
capital sports grants be available. [47121/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I presume the Deputy is referring to grants allocated under the last round of the Sports 
Capital Programme.  
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Under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme there were 648 grants allocated throughout the 
country totalling €31m.  There is no onus on a grantee to inform the Department when a proj-
ect has commenced and therefore there is no definitive figure available as to how many projects 
have commenced.

As at close of business last Friday 1st November, of the 648 allocations made under the 2012 
SCP, there have been 308 payments, totalling almost €5.2m, made relating to these projects.  Of 
the 308 payments made to these grantees, 70 were final payments, indicating that at least the 
grant-aided element of the project had been completed.  

I hope to be in a position to make an announcement on a new round of the Programme before 
the end of the year.  The next round of the Programme will be an online based programme and 
organisations are being encouraged to register their details on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.  

05/11/2013WRKKK03150Tax Reliefs Application

05/11/2013WRKKK032001300. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on airline companies response to zero travel tax; and if he has communicated with all airlines 
regarding future expansion of routes of our international and regional airports. [47122/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The zero rate trav-
el tax initiative is part of a process aimed at generating new airline routes into Ireland and will 
come into effect from April 2014.  There has been a positive response to the initiative from 
airlines so far with Ryanair and Aer Lingus Regional both announcing details of new routes and 
increased services from Dublin, Shannon, Cork and Knock. 

I would like to see further announcements of this kind from other airlines. More flights into 
Ireland at more locations will mean more visitors from oversees, and a bigger tourism dividend. 
The airports and Tourism Ireland have attractive incentive and marketing programmes avail-
able which will help support new services and build on the success of The Gathering in the 
months ahead.

05/11/2013WRKKK03325Tourism Projects Funding

05/11/2013WRKKK033501301. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details on the €8 million provided in the budget for the development of the Wild Atlan-
tic Way and if local community groups will benefit from this fund to develop and market heir 
areas on the route of this trail. [47123/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Wild Atlantic 
Way is set to be Ireland’s first long-distance touring route, stretching along the Atlantic coast 
from Donegal to West Cork.  It is planned to develop it into an attraction of international scale, 
on a par with the Garden Route in South Africa or the Great Ocean Road in Australia, that will 
achieve greater visibility for the west coast of Ireland in overseas tourist markets.     

I was pleased to welcome the announcement in Budget 2014 of an additional €8 million in 
capital investment for the Wild Atlantic Way.  I am informed that this funding will ensure the 
completion of route signage, provide for the development and enhancement of discovery points 
on the route as well as other infrastructural improvements.  I would encourage local communi-
ties along the route to get involved with the development of the Wild Atlantic Way and I know 
that Fáilte Ireland engaged in a local consultation process in the development of the route.
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The development of the Wild Atlantic Way is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland and I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further information in relation to its future 
development.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

  Question No. 1302 answered with Question No. 1275.

1303. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on progress on Luas cross city; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [47140/13]

05/11/2013WRKKK03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), including the Luas Cross City project, comes within the remit of the NTA.

However for the Deputy’s information, the project is progressing well and the essential ad-
vance works are underway.  The building condition works along the Luas Cross City corridor 
have been completed and the Cellars Infill works are well advanced.  The Heritage Works con-
tract, to temporarily remove various monuments and statues along the route, has been awarded. 
In addition the Utilities Works contract has recently been awarded with the aim that substantive 
work will commence in January 2014.

In relation to the main infrastructure contract, the EU Official Journal Notice seeking ad-
vance expressions of interest has been published and will lead to shortlisting of bidders in 
December.  The tender process will continue in 2014 and the aim is to appoint a contractor in 
Q4 2014.  Work on the main contract is then expected to commence in early 2015 and to be 
completed by the end of 2016.  Following testing, commissioning and trial runs the line is cur-
rently targeted to open in Q4 2017.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
Authority for a more detailed response.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.


