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      Questions Nos. 1 and 2 answered orally.

Questions Nos. 3 to 52, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 53 to 61, inclusive, answered orally.

22/10/2013WRA00550Seirbhísí Farantóireachta

22/10/2013WRA0060062. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seamus Kirk den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cad 
iad na polasaithe atá aige maidir le cúrsaí farantóireachta agus maidir le cúrsaí taistil go dtí na 
hoileáin Ghaeltachta; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [44497/13]

22/10/2013WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá sé mar pholasaí ag mo Roinn tacú le seirbhísí iompair sábháilte agus rialta 
do na hoileáin a bhfuil daonra buan orthu, lena n-áirítear oileáin Ghaeltachta.  Tacaíonn na 
seirbhísí iompair seo - idir seirbhísí farantóireachta, aeir agus lastais - le forbairt inbhuanaithe 
na n-oileán.  Maoiníonn mo Roinnse seirbhísí iompair a fhreastalaíonn ar 19 oileán, lena n-
áirítear oileáin Ghaeltachta, faoi 24 chomhaontú éagsúil.  Chomh maith leis sin, bíonn cúnamh 
áirithe ar fáil ó mo Roinnse, trí na húdaráis áitiúla ábhartha, d’oibreacha chun uasghrádú a 
dhéanamh ar infreastruchtúr rochtana ar na hoileáin féin nó ar infreastruchtúr ar an mhórthír a 
fhreastalaíonn ar na hoileáin.  

Ní miste a rá go bhfuil mé an-sásta go mbeidh an t-allúntas céanna de €5.9m ar fáil do mo 
Roinnse in 2014 do na seirbhísí iompair do na hoileáin.  Tógadh an cinneadh seo chun a chinntiú 
go mbeidh na seirbhísí túslíne a chuirtear ar fáil do na hoileáin amach ón chósta ag an leibhéal 
céanna is atá i mbliana.  Maidir leis an allúntas caipitil a bheidh le caitheamh ag mo Roinnse 
in 2014, beidh suim €644,000 le caitheamh ar chothabháil infreastruchtúir ar na hoileáin.  Ní 
miste a rá gur figiúirí táscacha iad seo, faoi réir na Meastachán a bheith faofa amach anseo.

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 60.

22/10/2013WRA00850National Monuments

22/10/2013WRA0090064. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he has 
any further update on the restoration of the national monument at Moore Street, Dublin 1; if he 
has facilitated a meeting with Chartered Land on this matter; the outcome of this meeting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44507/13]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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22/10/2013WRA0100096. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding the national monument on Moore Street; the process by which any further 
developments will take place; if any new application for a development in that vicinity which 
affects the monument will have to return to him for approval before being considered by the 
planning authority, or if it will otherwise proceed directly to the planning authority for consid-
eration.  [44233/13]

22/10/2013WRA01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 64 and 96 together.

The national monument at Nos. 14 to 17 Moore Street is the subject of a Preservation Order 
under the National Monuments Acts.  The effect of the Preservation Order is that any works 
affecting the site require my consent, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under 
section 14 of the National Monuments Act 1930, as amended.  

On 16 July last I made a determination in relation to a consent application and related En-
vironmental Impact Statement submitted by the owners in relation to proposed works on the 
monument site.  I believe that, having carefully considered all the relevant factors, my decision 
on the consent application is the best way to ensure that work can take place at the national 
monument to develop an appropriate commemorative centre to the events of Easter week 1916, 
whilst also ensuing that the monument site is fully protected for future generations.  My deci-
sion provides for the creation of a 1916 commemorative centre, involving the full repair and 
conservation of the four buildings.  The order which I signed did not approve the demolition 
of any structures or the removal of any material from the site which date from or before 1916.  
Nor did it approve works for the provision of an underground car park within the boundary of 
the national monument site, or the demolition of the Moore Lane facades of Nos. 15 and 16.

The national monument is in private ownership and, accordingly, the advancement of pro-
posals that reflect the terms of the consent I have granted is a matter for the owners.  The con-
sent is, however, conditional on a revised project design being submitted to me for approval 
within 9 months of the decision date that takes full account of the elements of the proposal for 
which consent has been refused and the conditions attached to the approved works.  A further 
condition requires substantive works to commence on site within 3 months of the approval 
of the revised proposals.  In that regard, I met recently with the owners of the national monu-
ment who informed me that they were currently examining proposals for the site which would 
fit within the confines of my decision, particularly with regard to the retention of all pre-1916 
features of the national monument.  

In terms of the planning requirements which would apply to any further proposal for the 
site, a planning authority is required under the Planning Acts to notify me as Minister of any ap-
plication for planning permission where it appears to the authority that the development might 
affect or be unduly close to a national monument.  The consent processes under the Planning 
and Development Acts and the National Monuments Acts operate independently of each other.

22/10/2013WRA01150Commemorative Events

22/10/2013WRA0120065. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his plans 
to involve the General Post Office on O’Connell Street, Dublin in the commemoration of the 
centenary of 1916; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44516/13]

22/10/2013WRA01300322. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of sites or historical locations in Dublin likely to be recognised in the context of 
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the 1916 Rising; the extent to which it is proposed to protect any threatened sites; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44793/13]

22/10/2013WRA01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 65 and 322 together.

The commemoration of the Easter Rising and the Proclamation of the Irish Republic will 
be the centrepiece of the Decade of Commemorations.  I continue to work with my colleagues 
in Government, and with the National Cultural Institutions and other stakeholders, to explore 
options for comprehensive and authentic commemorations.  I am also taking advice from the 
Oireachtas Group on Commemorations, which I chair, and the Expert Advisory Group on Com-
memorations, with a view to ensuring that this most important event is imaginatively and re-
spectfully commemorated.  My Department is also working closely with Dublin City Council 
on these matters.

The historic significance of locations and buildings in Dublin and elsewhere will be re-
flected as much as possible in the commemoration programme, including by way of memorials 
and commemorative exhibitions or otherwise, where appropriate.  The inclusion in the Budget 
announcements of capital funding for 1916 Commemoration Projects, including the GPO in-
ner courtyard exhibition and interpretative facility, is a welcome step toward the realisation of 
plans, which will seek to demonstrate the respect which our State and its citizens hold for the 
people who laid down their lives for our freedom.

22/10/2013WRA01450Appointments to State Boards

22/10/2013WRA0150066. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when he 
intends to fill vacancies at the Censorship of Publications Board, the Irish Museum of Modern 
Art, the Chester Beatty Library and the Arts Council; the reason for the delay in these appoint-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44485/13]

22/10/2013WRA0160067. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that have vacancies on their 
board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the number of vacancies that 
have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies that have been received; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44235/13]

22/10/2013WRA0170085. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the position regarding an advertisement on 4 June seeking board members for the Irish Museum 
of Modern Art, the Chester Beatty Library, the Crawford Art Gallery, Cork, the Arts Council, 
the Irish Architectural Archive and Archbishop Marsh’s Library; the process by which he in-
tends to appoint persons to these positions; the measures he will take to ensure that the persons 
taking up the positions will have the appropriate qualifications and experience; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44245/13]

22/10/2013WRA01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 66, 67 and 85 together. 

The information sought concerning the current vacancies on the State boards of bodies 
funded from my Department’s Vote Group is set out in the following table.  It may be noted that 
appointments to the board of Foras na Gaeilge are made by the North South Ministerial Coun-
cil, arising from nominations on a 50:50 basis from each jurisdiction.  

As the Deputies may be aware, on 4 June 2013 an advertisement was published on my De-
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partment’s website seeking expressions of interest in future vacancies for board members on

-  the Board of the Irish Museum of Modern Art;

-  the Board of Trustees of the Chester Beatty Library;

-  the Board of Crawford Art Gallery, Cork;

-  the Arts Council;

-  the Board of the Irish Architectural Archive; and

-  the Board of Governors and Guardians of Archbishop Marsh’s Library.

There was also a process carried out by the Department of Justice and Law Reform to seek 
expressions of interest in vacancies on the Censorship of Publications Board and the Censor-
ship of Publications Appeals Board. 

Given that the Public Service Reform Plan reduces the membership of certain boards to 9, 
I do not intend to fill all current vacancies.  I have been considering the applications received, 
however, and I expect to be in a position to make appointments very shortly in a number of the 
bodies referred to by the Deputies.

Name of Agency Total Number 
of places on 
Board

Board 
positions 
currently 
vacant

Length of time 
vacancy has 
been unfilled 

Has the vacancy 
been adver-
tised?- if mul-
tiple vacancies 
please state how 
many have been 
advertised and 
the reasons the 
others have not

The number 
of applications 
received for 
the post

Foras na Gaeilge 16 1 Since September 
2013

N/A N/A

Heritage Council 15-17 4 Since July 2013 No N/A
Crawford Art 
Gallery

16 8 Since December 
2011

One vacancy 
was advertised in 
May 2013.

9

Chester Beatty 
Library

3 1 Since June 2013 The vacancy was 
advertised in 
May 2013.

10

National Library 
of Ireland

12 1 Since May 2012 No N/A

National Gallery 
of Ireland

17 2 One since No-
vember 2012 and 
one since April 
2013 

No N/A

National Museum 
of Ireland

16 1 Since November 
2012

No N/A

Irish Museum of 
Modern Art

15 7 One since June 
2010, two since 
December 2011, 
one since Febru-
ary 2012, two 
since April 2012 
and one since 
May 2013

Expressions of 
interest were 
originally sought 
for current and 
future vacancies 
in May 2011 and   
again in June 
2013.

19
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Name of Agency Total Number 
of places on 
Board

Board 
positions 
currently 
vacant

Length of time 
vacancy has 
been unfilled 

Has the vacancy 
been adver-
tised?- if mul-
tiple vacancies 
please state how 
many have been 
advertised and 
the reasons the 
others have not

The number 
of applications 
received for 
the post

Arts Council 13 1 Since August 
2013

Yes 11

Censorship of 
Publications 
Board

5 5 Since November 
2011

Yes 36

Censorship of 
Publications Ap-
peals Board

5 5 Since February 
2012

Yes 33

22/10/2013WRA01850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options

22/10/2013WRA0190068. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of bog relocations that have been completed; the number where an alternative location 
has been sourced that will meet the demand for relocation; the number where alternatives have 
yet to be sourced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43518/13]

22/10/2013WRA02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Arrange-
ments for the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made as regards a 
group from Clara Bog special area of conservation in County Offaly and a group from Car-
rownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog special areas of conservation in County Galway.  
The group from Clara Bog commenced turf cutting at the relocation site in Killeranny, County 
Offaly, in June 2012, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have now been accommodated.  Turf 
cutting for the 2013 season took place on this site in April last.  My Department envisages that 
qualifying turf cutters from the group from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog 
will be able to commence turf cutting in one of the relocation sites from the 2014 turf cutting 
season.

Progress has been made with a view to the relocation of 7 qualifying turf cutters from 
Ballynafagh Bog special area of conservation in County Kildare to Timahoe North, County 
Kildare, which is in the ownership of Bord na Móna.  My Department envisages that qualifying 
turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog will be able to commence cutting in the relocation site during 
the 2014 turf cutting season, provided that final agreement is reached with them.  Progress has 
also been made with a view to the relocation of a small group of 3 qualifying turf cutters from 
Ballynamona Bog and Corkip Lough special area of conservation in County Roscommon to 
Togher, County Roscommon, which is in the ownership of Bord na Móna.  My Department en-
visages that this group of qualifying turf cutters will be able to commence cutting in the reloca-
tion site during the 2014 turf cutting season, provided that final agreement is reached with them.

I am advised that of the remaining 49 raised bog special areas of conservation, potential 
relocation sites have been identified for a further 32 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying 
and investigating sites.  Relocation is unlikely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for 
another 16 raised bog special areas of conservation due, for example, to the small number that 
had been cutting turf on these sites during the relevant five year period and would qualify for the 
relocation option available under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme.
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Relocation is a very complex process, in terms of investigating suitable sites for turf quality 
and quantity, the infrastructure/drainage works required, establishing the number that can be 
accommodated on the site, the cost and feasibility of land purchase or lease, and possible plan-
ning and Environmental Impact Assessment requirements.  In that regard, Bord na Móna has 
assessed in the region of 70 potential relocation sites at the request of my Department.  Bord na 
Móna has also commenced negotiations with landowners in relation to the purchase or long-
term lease of sites.

A payment of €1,500, index-linked, or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is avail-
able under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants while awaiting relo-
cation to non-designated bogs.

22/10/2013WRA02050Abbey Theatre 

22/10/2013WRA0210069. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Jonathan O’Brien den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltach-
ta ós rud é go bhfuil deireadh leis an seimineár idir na húdaráis agus na heagraíochtaí pobail 
maidir le dul chun cinn na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-30 anois, an ndéanfaidh sé 
an struchtúr riachtanach ardleibhéil, áit a ndéanfar na moltaí sula gcuirfear ar aghaidh chuig na 
hAirí cuí iad, a bhunú idir na húdaráis agus na heagraíochtaí pobail Ghaeilge agus Ghaeltachta; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [44230/13]

22/10/2013WRA02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Mar is eol 
don Teachta, is ar an 3 Deireadh Fómhair 2013 a reáchtáladh an seimineár atá luaite aige. Thug 
an seimineár deis do na heagraíochtaí ábhartha Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta léargas a fháil ó mo 
Roinnse, ó Fhoras na Gaeilge agus ó Údarás na Gaeltachta faoin obair atá idir lámha againn 
faoin Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030 agus faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga. Is deis 
éisteachta a bhí ann chomh maith do mo Roinnse, don Údarás agus don bhForas a chuirfidh le 
comhthuiscint a chothú idir na páirtithe éagsúla ar an ábhar seo.  Tuigtear dom gur éirigh go 
maith leis an seimineár. 

Tá mo Roinnse airdeallach go bhfuil éileamh ann gur chóir go mbunófaí struchtúr ar leith 
faoin Straitéis leis na heagraíochtaí pobail atá ag feidhmiú ar an talamh.  Tá mo Roinnse airdeal-
lach fosta go bhfuil athruithe i ndán d’earnáil na n-eagraíochtaí Gaeilge agus cinneadh críoch-
núil tógtha i mí Iúil ag an gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas faoi na socruithe nua maoinithe 
atá le cur i bhfeidhm ag Foras na Gaeilge sa tréimhse atá amach romhainn.  Tuigtear dom go 
ndearnadh plé ag an seimineár ar struchtúr ar leith a bhunú faoin Straitéis.  Déanfar na moltaí a 
tháinig ón seimineár a mheas in am trátha sula dtógfar aon chinneadh maidir leis seo.  

Ní miste a rá go bhfuil mo Roinnse ag súil go mór le dlús a chur leis an bpróiseas pleanála 
teanga faoin Acht i gcomhar leis an Údarás agus leis an bhForas agus leis na heagraíochtaí a 
bheidh ag tabhairt faoin bpleanáil teanga sna ceantair éagsúla.  Ní miste a aithint go bhfuil an 
cuspóir céanna againn uile maidir le cur chun cinn na Gaeilge agus táim ag súil go mór go 
mbeimid ag obair as lámha a chéile chun an cuspóir sin a chur i gcrích.

22/10/2013WRA02250Museum Projects

22/10/2013WRA0230070. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to develop a permanent exhibition to the Famine in the National Museum of Ireland in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44234/13]

22/10/2013WRA02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
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Deputy to my previous answers in this regard.  I have been advised by the National Museum 
of Ireland that it collects material of national and regional importance where a connection with 
the Great Famine is verifiable.  I understand that the Museum is in possession of a number of 
objects relating to the Famine that are categorised broadly into collections but that there are no 
plans at this time to develop and mount a permanent exhibition. 

The Deputy will appreciate that matters such as the determination of exhibitions are day-
to-day operational matters for the National Museum and that I, as Minister, have no statutory 
responsibility in relation to such matters.

22/10/2013WRA02450Arts Funding

22/10/2013WRA0250071. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the con-
sideration he has given to the establishment of a scholarship or other such fund in the name of 
our national poet (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44509/13]

22/10/2013WRA02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The life, 
work and legacy of the poet in question is immense.  He is one of our greatest artists and a poet 
of world renown.  I hope it will be possible for a major exhibition honouring him, his life and 
his work to be hosted by the National Library of Ireland.  I have made initial financial provision 
for this in both my Department’s 2013 and 2014 Exchequer allocations.

22/10/2013WRA02650North-South Implementation Bodies

22/10/2013WRA0270072. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views 
on whether he will receive the approval of the North-South Ministerial Council for a reduction 
in funding from his Department of €2.1 million for the North-South implementation bodies.  
[44490/13]

22/10/2013WRA02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The €2.1 
million reduction referred to by the Deputy relates to current programme expenditure and will 
be distributed between the two North-South Implementation Bodies funded from my Depart-
ment’s Vote Group.  As the Deputy is aware, budgets for the North-South Implementation Bod-
ies are approved by the North-South Ministerial Council.  These budgets are subject to ongoing 
discussion with the co-sponsoring Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure in Northern Ireland 
and agreement must also be reached on these matters between the sponsor and Finance Depart-
ments in both jurisdictions.  

My Department will continue to work closely with the relevant parties to secure agreement 
on the 2014 budgets in the context of the available funding in both jurisdictions.

22/10/2013WRA02850Heritage Sites

22/10/2013WRA0290073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the potential for the sensitive excavation of collected historical and heritage sites with a view 
to using such locations as a means to promote interest in Irish history and culture at home and 
abroad, with specific reference to generating interest in our culture through the education and 
tourism sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44250/13]

22/10/2013WRA03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
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Deputy to my reply to Question No. 724 of 18 September 2013. 

Funds are allocated each year within my Department’s capital budget for archaeological 
works arising out of Office of Public Works projects at national monuments in State care.  In 
2013, €55,000 was allocated towards these projects to progress them towards report and-or 
publication stage.  The information and knowledge gleaned from such activities makes a signif-
icant contribution to our understanding of some of our most important monuments and provides 
a valuable resource for the professional and educational sectors.  In that regard, my Department 
and the Office of Public Works, which operates visitor services at certain national monuments 
around the country, are in ongoing contact with a view to keeping visitor service guides in-
formed of the results of the latest research relevant to their particular site. 

22/10/2013WRB00150National Monuments

22/10/2013WRB0020074. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a 
national register of neolithic sites is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44258/13]

22/10/2013WRB00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Information 
on all recorded monuments, of which there are over 130,000, is most readily accessible from 
the Archaeological Survey of Ireland section of my Department’s National Monuments Service 
website, www.archaeology.ie.  The monuments are displayed on a GIS-based mapping facility, 
which includes, in a majority of cases, information on individual monuments.  

While there is no specific register of Neolithic sites available, all known Neolithic monu-
ments are included in the records on the website.  In addition, the most readily identifiable of 
Neolithic monuments are contained in the Survey of Megalithic Tombs of Ireland, Vols. 1-6, 
which is available for download in the Publications section of www.archaeology.ie.

22/10/2013WRB00350Heritage Council Funding

22/10/2013WRB0040075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
is satisfied with the current resources allocated to the Heritage Council; if he believes the cur-
rent operation of the Heritage Council is satisfactory; if he foresees an increase in the Heritage 
Council’s budget next year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44511/13]

22/10/2013WRB0050095. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the action he 
will take to ensure that the Heritage Council is in a position to award grants to local authorities 
and other bodies as it did previously. [43520/13]

22/10/2013WRB00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 75 and 95 together.

The scope to provide additional funding for the protection, conservation and development 
of the State’s heritage is constrained by the current national economic difficulties and the sig-
nificant reduction in the public finances.  The Heritage Council had sought additional funds to 
enable it to recommence its grants scheme and I am pleased to say that the Estimates for my 
Department published last week provide for a small increase in the allocation from my Depart-
ment’s vote to the Heritage Council.  This is subject to final confirmation in the Revised Esti-
mates.

It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide how its funding should be allo-
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cated across the range of research, education and conservation programmes it supports in 2013 
and future years having regard to competing priorities for limited resources.  However, the ad-
ditional funding which I have provided should assist the Council in re-establishing its grants 
scheme.  In 2012 the Heritage Council was subject to a critical review of its operations by my 
Department.  The report and recommendations of this review were accepted by Government in 
October 2012.

Officials in my Department are currently working on amendments to the Heritage Act 1995 
to give effect to the recommendations of this review.  My Department will continue to provide 
funding for the protection, conservation and development of our built and natural heritage, in 
so far as resources allow.

22/10/2013WRB00650Special Areas of Conservation Designation

22/10/2013WRB0070076. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the posi-
tion regarding the proposed designation of special areas of conservation off the Irish coastline. 
[44254/13]

22/10/2013WRB00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As part of its 
obligations under the Habitats Directive, Ireland must designate Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) for the protection of endangered habitats and species.  The European Commission over-
sees the fulfilment of these obligations through a series of biogeographic seminars, which com-
pare the effort of Member States within a biogeographic region.  Such a seminar in 2009 found 
that certain habitats and species were insufficiently represented in the list of marine candidate 
SACs proposed for designation by Ireland.  The designation of marine SACs was scheduled for 
completion for the entire EU last year and the six additional marine candidate SACs that I pro-
posed for designation last December - Blackwater Bank, the West Connacht Coast, Hempton’s 
Turbot Bank, Rockabill to Dalkey Island, Porcupine Bank Canyon and the South East Rockall 
Bank - constitute Ireland’s contribution to that process.  

My Department is currently processing some 54 appeals against the proposed designation 
of these sites.  Once the appeals process is complete, final proposals will be transmitted to the 
European Commission for adoption by it as Sites of Community Importance.

22/10/2013WRB00850Caiteachas Ranna

22/10/2013WRB0090077. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
mbeidh maoiniú ar fáil le haghaidh infheistíocht i mbonneagar ár nGaeltachtaí ar nós áiseanna 
pobail agus spóirt, bóithre, Coláistí Gaeilge, céanna agus áiseanna uisce; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [44495/13]

22/10/2013WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá mé sásta go mbeidh beagnach €40m le caitheamh ag mo Roinnse in 2014 
ar ghnóthaí Gaeilge, Gaeltachta agus Oileán, lena n-áirítear €31.882m ar an taobh reatha agus 
€7.973m ar an taobh caipitil. Tuigfidh an Teachta gur figiúirí táscacha iad seo faoi réir na Meast-
achán a bheidh faofa amach anseo. As an soláthar sin, beidh €12m ar fáil i leith caiteachais 
reatha agus beidh €2.066m ar fáil i leith caiteachais caipitil faoi na Scéimeanna Tacaíochta 
Gaeltachta agus Oileán de chuid mo Roinnse. 

Beidh cosaint na seirbhísí túslíne mar dhearbhthosaíocht agam, ag cur níos mó béime ná 
riamh ar éifeachtacht agus ar luach ar airgead a fháil ón soláthar atá ar fáil. Beidh an soláthar 
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á chur chun fónaimh i leith scéimeanna agus tionscnaimh éagsúla a bhfuil baint acu le cur i 
bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga sa Ghaeltacht. Is i gcomhthéacs an phróisis sin a dhé-
anfar cinntí sonracha maidir leis an mbealach is fearr le freastal ar na héilimh éagsúla atá ar 
mo Roinnse, lena n-áirítear na héilimh a thagann ó eagraíochtaí, coistí agus coláistí Gaeilge. 
Sa chomhthéacs sin, is ceart a lua arís nach bhfuil mo Roinnse faoi láthair ag maoiniú bóithre, 
céanna ná saoráidí uisce i ndáil leis na húdaráis áitiúla sa Ghaeltacht.

22/10/2013WRB01050Heritage Sites

22/10/2013WRB0110078. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
has any concerns relating to the negative impact on heritage by the central access scheme road 
project being advanced in Kilkenny city; if he is concerned at the proposed destruction of three 
properties on Vicar Street in the city; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44501/13]

22/10/2013WRB01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An Bórd 
Pleanála approved this roads scheme in December 2011 under section 51 of the Roads Act 
1993.  Following an application by Kilkenny County Council, and in consultation with the 
Director of the National Museum of Ireland, I issued directions to the Council on 5 June 2012 
under section 14A of the National Monuments Acts 1930 (as amended) for the carrying out of 
works of an archaeological nature relating to the scheme.  

Subject to the conditions set out in my directions, the buildings at Nos. 20-22 Vicar Street 
are currently undergoing a thorough assessment to ascertain their archaeological, architectural 
and historical significance.  In conjunction with this, my Department continues to monitor the 
works involved and a number of site inspections have been carried out in this respect.  How-
ever, I will not be in a position to make any determination with regard to the significance of the 
buildings until all the evidence garnered from the building surveys and archaeological investi-
gations at the site has been assembled.

22/10/2013WRB01250Genealogical Services

22/10/2013WRB0130079. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
with regard to cultural and genealogical tourism under his remit, his views on potential changes 
to legislation governing access to cultural and genealogical records and artefacts; his further 
views on the need to develop and foster a multi-departmental approach to enhance the genea-
logical tourism potential here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44253/13]

22/10/2013WRB01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): At this point, 
I am not aware of any change to legislation which would adversely affect access to cultural and 
genealogical records and artefacts.  However, I understand that provision has been made in the 
recent Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 to allow my Depart-
ment to act as agents for the Registrar General to provide access to the indexes of births, deaths 
and marriages online.  I further understand that the Department of Social Protection has been 
considering the issue of making certain historic civil registration records available to the pub-
lic through an on-line search facility in conjunction with my Department, and has met with a 
number of stakeholders with a view to introducing measures to allow this.  It is hoped that these 
measures will be contained in the forthcoming Civil Registration (Amendment) Bill.  

As Minister, I have concentrated on improving access to genealogical records with a view 
to developing further the already important genealogical tourism product and attracting more 
visitors to Ireland.  Indeed, for example, the National Archives, an agency under my auspices, 
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has placed a large volume of records online, including the 1901 and 1911 census records which 
have attracted huge interest. Similarly as part of its contribution to The Gathering, my Depart-
ment has developed a website - www.Irish Genealogy.ie - as a virtual entry point and a portal 
for those wishing to search for genealogical records across a number of different websites.  
These measures have made a considerable contribution to the enhancement of our genealogical 
tourism potential.

22/10/2013WRB01450National Cultural Institutions

22/10/2013WRB0150080. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if any 
progress has been made on the proposal contained in the comprehensive review of expendi-
dure 2012-2014 on shared finance services and HR services across national cultural institu-
tions; the progress and the savings that would be made by the implememtation of this proposal.  
[44237/13]

22/10/2013WRB01600105. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the cost of conservation, cleaning and maintenance across the State’s cultural institutions; if fur-
ther consideration has been given to the proposals in the comprehensive review of expenditure 
to put in place a structure along the lines of the Art Lab proposals in Australia, and the income 
that could be generated in that way.  [44238/13]

22/10/2013WRB01700109. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if any 
progress has been made on the proposal contained in the comprehensive review of expenditure 
2012-2014 on having a single event manager post which could promote the facilities in the 
national cultural institutions under one brand; the progress of same; the savings that would be 
made by the implementation of this proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44240/13]

22/10/2013WRB01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 80, 105 and 109 together. 

I refer the Deputies to my reply to Questions 37, 45, 56 and 59 on 18 September and to 
today’s Question No 58.  

As the Deputies may be aware, as part of the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 2012–
2014, my Department considered a range of possible options for savings in respect of its Arts 
and Culture programme area.  This included a website portal and joint commercial and market-
ing strategy. Under the Croke Park and Haddington Road reform programme, we have now 
gone beyond what was contemplated by the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure.  Indeed, 
savings of the order of 20-25% in the Exchequer allocations to the cultural institutions have 
been made since 2010.  

In tandem the Government had agreed a range of reforms under the Public Service Reform 
Plan 2011 for a number of the national cultural institutions under the aegis of my Department.  
The focus within my Department and the national cultural institutions has been concentrated 
on the implementation of the Reform Plan and there has been an intensive engagement by all in 
that process.  I have previously advised the House of the shared service models that are being 
developed for the national cultural institutions through my Department in relation to corporate 
support services and, by formal inter-institutional agreement, in relation to operational services.  
For example, the National Museum of Ireland recently agreed a Shared Service Agreement on 
HR shared services and my Department has set up a HR Shared Services Unit to deliver on that.  

The Deputies may also wish to note that the National Gallery of Ireland, the Irish Museum 
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of Modern Art and the Crawford Art Gallery Cork have been working more closely and this has 
recently been formally codified by way of a Shared Services Agreement.  This commits each 
institution to working more closely together in a range of areas including human resources, 
procurement, conservation and photography services, collection management including cata-
loguing and digitisation, storage, insurance, enterprise and marketing.    

Preliminary estimates for savings provided to me earlier this year indicate that approxi-
mately €100,000 will have been saved over the course of 2012 and 2013 through the shared 
services agenda at the three Galleries.  As I outlined previously, in overall terms it is expected 
that operational and support savings in the region of approximately €1 million will be initially 
realised from the reform programme across the institutions involved, which are funded from my 
Department’s Vote Group, with further savings to be identified as the various cost efficiencies 
are implemented.  This is all against the backdrop of respecting the programming, curatorial 
and operational independence of the directors.

22/10/2013WRB01850Fóram Pleanála Uile-Éireannach

22/10/2013WRB0190081. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Stanley den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir leis an ngá atá ann go mbunófar Fóram Pleanála Uile-Éireannach; 
agus an bhfuil aon phleananna aige a leithéid d’Fhóram a chur ar bun agus muna bhfuil cén fáth 
nách bhfuil.  [44223/13]

22/10/2013WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Mar a mhínigh mé i bhfreagra ar Cheist Dála 372 ar an 18 Iúil 2013, rinne an 
Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas socruithe nua maoinithe a fhaomhadh, in ionad múnla 
reatha bunmhaoinithe Fhoras na Gaeilge ag a cruinniú in Ard Mhacha ar an 10 Iúil 2013. Faoi 
na socruithe nua, beidh tosaíochtaí straitéiseacha ar leith á seachadadh ag 6 eagraíocht chean-
nais a bheidh ag feidhmiú ar bhonn uile-oileáin agus cuirfear na fóraim chuí ar bun le tacú leis 
an gcur chuige úr seo.  

Is iad na fóraim atá i gceist ná fóram comhpháirtíochta uile-oileáin chun cur chuige com-
hoibríoch ag an 6 eagraíocht cheannais a chinntiú agus fóram forbartha teanga uile-oileáin a 
bheidh ionadaíoch de shainleasa teanga áitiúla atá maoinithe ag Foras na Gaeilge ag leibhéal 
an phobail. Mar a thuigfidh an Teachta, ní bheidh na fóraim seo á mbunú go dtí go mbeidh na 
heagraíochtaí ceannais roghnaithe ag Foras na Gaeilge.

Tuigtear dom ó Fhoras na Gaeilge go bhfuil tús curtha leis an bpróiseas léirithe suime chun 
na heagraíochtaí ceannais a roghnú. Tá tuilleadh eolais ar fáil ar a shuíomh gréasáin www.fo-
rasnagaeilge.ie.

22/10/2013WRB02050Capital Programme Expenditure

22/10/2013WRB0210082. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the capi-
tal spending of his Department this year to date; the further capital spending he expects to carry 
out before the end of the year; the plans he has to purchase properties with a significant national 
heritage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44505/13]

22/10/2013WRB02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My De-
partment’s gross capital provision for 2103 is €39.395m.  This provision relates principally to 
meeting the ongoing costs of the Irish Film Board, the National Cultural Institutions, works to 
address EU compliance requirements in relation to the built and natural heritage, supporting 
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employment through Údarás na Gaeltachta, and maintenance and development works carried 
out by Waterways Ireland. 

On 14 October 2013, my Department’s gross capital expenditure totalled approximately 
€23.4m.  This represents 87% of the published profile to the end of October.  In addition, a fur-
ther €1.2m in capital carryover funding has been expended. 

I am committed to ensuring that the maximum value is derived from my Department’ bud-
get in terms of maintaining, promoting and protecting Ireland’s heritage and culture, developing 
cultural tourism, advancing the use of the Irish language, and supporting the sustainable devel-
opment of the islands.  My Department has no plans at present to purchase heritage properties 
this year.

22/10/2013WRB02250Arts Funding

22/10/2013WRB0230083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
projects his Department has funded in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 to promote social inclu-
sion through the use of the arts; the future plans he has to fund projects in this area; the research 
he seeks to carry out establishing the effectiveness of these projects; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44482/13]

22/10/2013WRB02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Government 
policy on the arts is set out in the Programme for Government.  The Government’s policy on the 
arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, to increase access to and participation 
in the arts, and to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life. 

Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is 
devolved to the Arts Council.  The Council is funded by my Department but it is statutorily 
independent in its day-to-day operations.  This includes independence in its funding decisions.  
In 2013, the Arts Council will receive an allocation of over €60.6 million in current, capital and 
EU Presidency funding.  Details of all funding provided by the Arts Council to arts practitio-
ners, arts groups and venues, including arts centres, are available on the Council’s website at 
www.artscouncil.ie. 

In a wider context, the Arts Council support for a range of arts forms is set out in its strategic 
overview document entitled Developing the Arts in Ireland: Arts Council Strategic Overview 
2011-2013.  This strategy document, which is available on the Council’s website, lays out the 
key strategic principles that inform the Council’s funding decisions.

The Government appreciates the importance of the arts, culture and the creative industries 
to both our society and to our economy.  The arts sector continues to offer vital opportunities for 
the provision of important cultural, social and employment benefits to communities throughout 
the country.  The Deputy may also be aware that the Departments of Social Protection, Educa-
tion and Skills, Children and Youth Affairs and Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment all support programmes in the area of social inclusion.

22/10/2013WRB02450National Archives

22/10/2013WRB0250084. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount of funding allocated to the National Archives, Bishop Street, Dublin for 2012 and 2013. 
[44257/13]
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22/10/2013WRB02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Funding for 
the National Archives was €1,409,000 in 2012 and €1,370,000 in 2013.  The levels of funding 
for all bodies under the aegis of my Department, including the National Archives, can be found 
in the Revised Estimates Volume for the relevant year on the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform website www.dper.gov.ie.

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 66.

22/10/2013WRB02750Cruthú Fostaíochta

22/10/2013WRB0280086. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael Colreavy den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cé mhéad post atá cruthaithe agus caillte sa Ghaeltacht le 12 mhí anuas; agus an bhfuil na 
figiúirí seo de réir na spriocanna atá leagtha síos ag a Roinn; agus an bhfuil sé i gceist aige an 
maoiniú a bheidh ar fáil don Údarás a mhéadú i bhfianaise an mhéadaithe le cúpla bliain anuas 
ar an mhaoiniú a fhaigheann na heagrais fiontraíochta eile, agus i bhfianaise na leibhéal ard 
dífhostaíochta sa Ghaeltacht.  [44222/13]

22/10/2013WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Cruthaíodh 689 post nua sa Ghaeltacht in 2012 agus, ag deireadh na bliana sin, 
bhí 7,533 post i gcliantchuideachtaí de chuid Údarás na Gaeltachta, lena n-áirítear 6,933 post 
lánaimseartha agus 620 post páirtaimseartha.  

Tuigim ó Údarás na Gaeltachta gurb é an sprioc fostaíochta atá ag an eagraíocht do 2013 
ná 400 post nua a chruthú, chomh maith le 6,500 post a choinneáil ina chliantchuideachtaí 
sa Ghaeltacht. Tuigtear dom fosta go bhfuil an tÚdarás sásta go mbainfear na spriocanna sin 
amach faoi dheireadh na bliana. 

Is ar bhonn suirbhé bliantúil a dhéanann Údarás na Gaeltachta tuairisciú ar phoist a 
cruthaíodh agus a cailleadh. Foilseofar na figiúirí don bhliain 2013 ag tús 2014 nuair atá an 
suirbhé bliantúil curtha i gcrích. 

Tá suim iomlán de €18.409 milliún curtha ar fáil i Vóta mo Roinne d’Údarás na Gaeltachta i 
mbliana chun cuidiú leis, a chuid spriocanna a bhaint amach. Anuas air sin, tá cead ag an Údarás 
an fáltas a fhaightear ó dhíol maoine a athinfheistiú ina chlár caipitil. Tuigim go mbeidh fáil ag 
Údarás na Gaeltachta ar thart ar €1.6 milliún eile i mbliana chun na críche sin. 

Beidh allúntas de €17.485 milliún ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2014. Ní miste a rá 
gur figiúr táscach é seo, faoi réir na Meastachán a bheith faofa amach anseo. Idir allúntas 
an Státchiste agus acmhainní an Údaráis féin, tá mé cinnte go mbeidh ar chumas an Údaráis 
leanúint orthu ag cruthú post nua sa Ghaeltacht agus ag cosaint na bpost atá ann faoi láthair. 

San aeráid eacnamaíochta ina bhfuilimid faoi láthair, tá gach iarracht á dhéanamh agam 
chun cuidiú leis an Údarás a chuid spriocanna a bhaint amach. Sa chomhthéacs seo, ní miste a 
lua go bhfuil Údarás na Gaeltachta, Fiontraíocht Éireann agus an tÚdarás Forbartha Tionscail 
ag obair as lámha a chéile le fada an lá ar mhaithe le fiontair a mhealladh chuig an nGaeltacht. 
Mar thoradh ar chinneadh Rialtais a tógadh i mí na Bealtaine 2011, tá na naisc seo á láid-
riú chun iarracht a dhéanamh an tairbhe is fearr agus is féidir a fháisceadh as na hacmhainní 
teoranta airgid atá ag an Stát faoi láthair. I bhfianaise an chomhoibrithe idir an tÚdarás agus na 
háisíneachtaí fiontraíochta eile de chuid an Stáit, feictear dom gurb é seo an socrú is fearr don 
Ghaeltacht. Is fiú a nótáil gur cheadaigh an tÚdarás Forbartha Tionscail tacaíocht in 2012 do 
220 post nua i gcliantchuideachta de chuid an Údaráis atá lonnaithe i gConamara. 

Ar deireadh, ní miste dom a dheimhniú go bhfuil mise sásta nach gcaillfear aon deis fos-
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taíocht a chruthú sa Ghaeltacht d’uireasa an chúnaimh chuí a bheith ar fáil ón Údarás. 

22/10/2013WRB02950Commemorative Events

22/10/2013WRB0300087. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to expand the national Famine commemoration; the plans he has to raise the profile of this 
event here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44498/13]

22/10/2013WRB03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Deputy 
will be aware that, as Chair of the National Famine Commemoration Committee, I am respon-
sible for ensuring, on behalf of the Irish Government, that appropriate arrangements are in place 
to commemorate the Great Irish Famine.  Details of the work of the National Famine Com-
memoration Committees since 2008 in implementing a varied and diverse annual programme 
of events to coincide with the commemorations are available on the relevant pages of my De-
partment’s website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/NationalFamineCommemoration2013/ and on 
a dedicated website at www.irishfamine.ie.

The Deputy will, of course, be aware that the scale of the commemorative events held 
around National Famine Commemoration Day have been increasing on an annual basis, as has 
public awareness of these events and of the history of the Great Irish Famine.  Such raising of 
public awareness has been advanced by my Department through its liaison with the print and 
broadcast media on these issues.     

The Deputy will also be aware that the location of National Famine Commemoration Day 
rotates between the four provinces of Ireland and next year will take place in Connacht.  In this 
regard, I have introduced a selection process to determine the location of the commemoration in 
2014 and future years and, in line with this process, I have invited the County and City Councils 
in Connacht to submit expressions of interest and proposals setting out possible locations where 
the ceremony might be held, following consultation with local communities, interest groups 
and other stakeholders.  The purpose of this approach is to generate greater awareness and in-
terest in the annual National Famine Commemoration and to increase the number of potential 
sites available to choose from each year.  The National Famine Commemoration Committee 
will meet over the coming weeks with a view to agreeing the 2014 Famine Commemoration 
Programme and finalising the location of the event in Ireland.

In line with previous years, an international event is also being planned to commemorate the 
Great Irish Famine and it is proposed that New Orleans will be the venue in 2014.  I am con-
fident that the 2014 national and international commemorative events will build on the events 
held in previous years and will continue to raise public awareness of the Great Irish Famine and 
of its impact on our history.

22/10/2013WRB03150Pobail Oileáin

22/10/2013WRB0320088. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an raibh aon phlé aige leis an Roinn Comhsaoil maidir leis an tionchar a bheadh ar phobail 
na nOileán i gcás go dtiocfadh deireadh le feidhmiú Chomhar na nOileán de bharr polasaithe 
ailínithe an Roinn Comhsaoil, agus cén céimeanna atá tógtha ag an Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta 
agus Gaeltachta le cinnte a dhéanamh de go mbeidh ionadaíocht agus tacaíocht shásúil ag po-
bail na nOiléan i bhfoirm eagraíochta ar nós Chomhar na nOileán nó eile.  [44220/13]

22/10/2013WRB03300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
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ny McGinley): Níl aon fhreagracht reachtúil ar mo Roinnse maidir le Comhar na nOileán ós 
rud é go dtagann a chuid gníomhaíochtaí faoin Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil. 

É sin ráite, bíonn teagmhálacha leanúnacha ag mo Roinnse leis an Roinn Comhshaoil, Po-
bail agus Rialtais Áitiúil agus go deimhin le pobail na n-oileán féin maidir leis na cúrsaí seo. 
Comhairlítear dom nach bhfuil aon chinneadh tógtha ag an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil maidir le Comhar na nOileán a bheith ag cur seirbhísí LEADER ar fáil amach 
anseo.

22/10/2013WRB03350Heritage Projects

22/10/2013WRB0340089. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his plans to protect the heritage of Kells Priory in County Kilkenny and develop it as a cultural 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44513/13]

22/10/2013WRB03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Augus-
tinian priory at Kells, Co. Kilkenny, is a national monument in my guardianship, as Minister, 
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004.  As such, it enjoys the full range of protections 
afforded by those Acts, including a requirement that any works at, or in proximity to it, are sub-
ject to my prior written consent.  

National monuments in State care are managed by the Office of Public Works (OPW).  The 
role of the OPW includes the undertaking of conservation works at national monuments and a 
level of capital funding is provided by my Department to support this programme.  As part of 
this conservation programme, excavation works were undertaken at Kells Priory on a number 
of occasions over the last 40 years.  The findings of these excavations were detailed in a mono-
graph, Kells Priory, Co. Kilkenny: archaeological excavations, by T. Fanning & M. Clyne, 
published by my Department in 2006.  

I would encourage people to visit Kells Priory, which is one of the most extensive and visu-
ally impressive ruined medieval monastic complexes in Ireland and is fully accessible to the 
public, with car parking facilities close by.  Historical information can be found at the site and 
on the Monuments to Visit section of the website of my Department’s National Monuments 
Service, www.archaeology.ie.

22/10/2013WRB03550Pobail Oileáin

22/10/2013WRB0360090. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta an raibh aon phlé aige leis an Roinn Oideachais maidir leis na dúshláin ar leith atá 
ann do scoileanna ar oileáin agus, go háirithe, na himpleachtaí a bheadh ann do phobail na n-
oileán i gcás go ndúnfaí scoileanna.  [44221/13]

22/10/2013WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Is ar an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna go príomha atá an fhreagracht maidir 
le scoileanna ar oileáin. Ar ndóigh, tá mé ar an eolas faoi na dúshláin ar leith a bhíonn ag 
scoileanna dá leithéid agus bíonn teagmháil rialta ag mo Roinnse leis an Roinn Oideachais agus 
Scileanna maidir leis na cúrsaí seo.

22/10/2013WRB03750Merger of Cultural Institutions
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22/10/2013WRB0380091. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the posi-
tion regarding his plans to merge elements of the National Museum, the National Library and 
the National Archives. [44252/13]

22/10/2013WRB03900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There is no 
proposed merger of elements of the National Museum, the National Library or the National 
Archives.  All are to remain free-standing institutions, led by independent statutory Directors 
and operating with independent advisory councils.

Work is ongoing bilaterally with the Directors of the relevant institutions and regular meet-
ings of my Department’s Reform Committee have taken place to further the implementation 
of the Government’s Reform Plan, especially in relation to shared support services.  I intend to 
seek Government approval shortly for a draft Heads of Bill, which will enable the drafting of 
legislation to give effect, inter alia, to certain operational and governance reform measures in 
relation to these bodies.

22/10/2013WRC00150Museum Projects

22/10/2013WRC0020092. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
names of the museums that received funding under the local and regional museums scheme 
2012; the amount allocated to each museum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44236/13]

22/10/2013WRC00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Over the past 
six years, my Department has operated a scheme of funding support to promote and enhance 
the marketing of local and regional museums, and to support programmes established to attract 
the aged, young, and socially disadvantaged to visit these institutions.  Cultural events held in 
museums to attract a local and tourist audience and/or to promote museums as focal centres of 
the local community have also been supported through this scheme.

The names of the museums that received funding under this scheme in 2012 together with 
the amounts received are set out in the following table.

Name of Museum Amount
Allihies Copper Museum €6,328
Cavan County Museum €9,900
Donaghmore Workhouse Museum €1,000
Dundalk County Museum €7,200
Foynes Aviation & Maritime Museum Ltd €500 
The Irish Jewish Museum €9,000
Kerry County Museum €4,433
Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne €3,500
Rothe House and Garden €4,900
Waterford Museum of Treasures €11,000

22/10/2013WRC00350Seirbhísí Eitilte

22/10/2013WRC0040093. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Kyne den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
mbeadh sé in ann a chinntiú go gcuirfear sochair shocheacnamaíocha na seirbhíse san áireamh 
sa scrúdú a dhéanfar maidir leis an oibleagáid seirbhíse poiblí i leith na seirbhíse aeir d’Oileáin 



Questions - Written Answers

130

Árann agus nach mbeidh an scrúdú sin teoranta d’anailís costais is tairbhe nach dtabharfadh aon 
aitheantas d’fhíorluach na seirbhíse. [44247/13]

22/10/2013WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Mar is eol don Teachta, tá mo Roinnse ag lorg tairiscintí ó chomhlachtaí chun 
tabhairt faoi athbhreithniú ar an tseirbhís aeir a chuirtear ar fáil d’Oileáin Árann faoi Oibleagáid 
Seirbhíse Poiblí faoi Rialacháin 1008/2008 den Aontas Eorpach. Tá an t-athbhreithniú sin á 
dhéanamh anois mar go bhfuil gá lena leithéid faoi na Rialacháin sin agus tá téarmaí tagartha 
an athbhreithnithe i gcomhréir leo. Is léir ó na téarmaí tagartha sin go scrúdófar cás socheac-
namaíoch don tseirbhís aeir, i measc nithe eile san athbhreithniú atá beartaithe.  

22/10/2013WRC00550Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRC0060094. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
changes he foresees to the Irish language and Gaeltacht structures, schemes and organisations 
as a result of the cuts in his Department’s budget in this area.  [44487/13]

22/10/2013WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): An amount of just under €40m will be available to my Department in 2014 for Irish 
Language, Gaeltacht and Island functions, in addition to over €38m for North South coopera-
tion.  These indicative figures, which represent an overall 5% reduction on the equivalent 2013 
allocations, are subject to the Estimates being approved in due course and also to the agreement 
of the North South Ministerial Council in the case of the North South provisions.

Although it was necessary, having regard to the overall economic situation, to reduce my 
Department’s budget across various sectors, I am confident that, with an increased focus on 
achieving effectiveness and value for money, the allocations will be sufficient to meet my De-
partment’s priorities in 2014.

  Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 75.

  Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 64.

22/10/2013WRC00950Tourism Promotion

22/10/2013WRC0100097. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views 
regarding the potential to develop language tourism products here; his views on whether the 
Appalachian and UIster-Scots diasporas in North America would be attracted to Ulster-Scots 
and Gaelic linguistic interpretations of Irish history including the history of the Ulster Planta-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44248/13]

22/10/2013WRC01100315. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his plans 
to develop language tourism in respect of Ulster-Scots and Gaeilge, with reference to the Ap-
palachian community in North America.  [43516/13]

22/10/2013WRC01200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 315 together. 

 As I indicated in my response to Question No. 446 on 30 April 2013, my Department is 
actively engaged in language promotion with the Northern Ireland Executive and the Scottish 
Government, particularly through the provision of funding and support for the work of the two 
agencies of An Foras Teanga, the Ulster-Scots Agency and Foras na Gaeilge.  One of the key 
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priorities identified by the Ulster-Scots Agency for 2013 is to develop strategic national and in-
ternational engagements with Scotland and with North America in order to widen access to and 
appreciation of Ulster-Scots culture and heritage.  I understand that the Ulster-Scots Agency has 
already undertaken some activities in regard to promotion of Ulster-Scots in North America. For 
example, the Agency had a presence at The Brits Off Broadway Festival in New York, where it 
worked with Tourism Ireland to support the Boat Factory  play about Belfast shipbuilding.  The 
Agency also had an attendance at the Milwaukee Irish Fest through the Young Ambassadors 
programme, in partnership with St. Patrick’s Centre, Downpatrick, and this month an Agency 
team will attend the Stone Mountain Games in Atlanta, Georgia.  

I understand that the Agency is involved in co-operation with Tourism Ireland, including 
production of a book on the author CS Lewis and provision of publicity for Ulster-Scots culture 
in marketing initiatives for the USA and Canada.  At home, the Agency is engaging with local 
councils and others with relevant heritage assets to fill a key gap identified by Tourism Ireland 
around the development of the Ulster-Scots/Scotch-Irish tourism content. In that context, the 
Agency proposes to develop heritage content in Co. Donegal around the stories of Rev Francis 
Makemie and President Buchanan.

The Agency considers that the optimum way to engage the Ulster-Scots/Scotch-Irish di-
aspora is through genealogy, heritage and musical connections.  However, as the Deputy will 
appreciate, direct physical engagement with the USA is limited by resources and therefore the 
goal is limited to 2-3 outward missions per year.  Accordingly, the Agency proposes to focus 
more on developing its web-based offerings in order to maximise its reach in the US market.  
The website www.DiscoverUlsterScots.com, which is currently being developed by the Agen-
cy, will be a key component in this regard and will include information about key heritage sites 
of relevance to Ulster-Scots in Scotland, Ireland and the USA. 

Finally, I should also refer the Deputy again to the work of Colmcille, the partnership pro-
gramme between Foras na Gaeilge and Bòrd na Gàidhlig to promote the use of Irish and Scot-
tish Gaelic within Ireland and Scotland, and also between the two countries.  Further informa-
tion in this regard is available on the agencies’ websites at www.ulsterscotsagency.com and 
www.forasnagaeilge.ie.

22/10/2013WRC01250Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

22/10/2013WRC0130098. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cathain atá sé i gceist ag an Aire ceannteidil Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla agus na 
haighneachtaí a fuair a Roinn i dtaobh an Bhille sin a fhoilsiú. [44225/13]

22/10/2013WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Mar atá léirithe i gClár Reachtaíochta an Rialtais, táthar ag súil Bille a fhoilsiú 
in 2014 ina ndéanfar foráil do na leasuithe ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003. Tá na céime-
anna cuí idir lámha ag mo Roinn faoi láthair chun Cinn an Bhille seo a dhréachtú agus táthar ag 
súil na dréacht-Chinn a chur faoi bhráid an Rialtais a luaithe agus is féidir. 

Déanfaidh an Bille foráil do na leasuithe ar an Acht Teanga ag eascairt as an athbhreithniú ar 
an Acht, mar a bhí sonraithe i gClár an Rialtais. Ina theannta sin, déanfaidh an Bille foráil do na 
leasuithe ar an Acht Teanga ag eascairt as an gcinneadh Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga a chom-
hcheangal le hOifig an Ombudsman, mar a bhí sonraithe i bPlean an Rialtais um Athchóiriú na 
Seirbhíse Poiblí. 

Tá sé i gceist agam torthaí an phróisis chomhairliúcháin phoiblí a reáchtáladh mar chuid den 
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athbhreithniú ar an Acht a fhoilsiú in am trátha i dteannta le Cinn an Bhille.

22/10/2013WRC01450Enterprise Support Schemes

22/10/2013WRC0150099. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his efforts 
to promote enterprise in the Gaeltacht; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44249/13]

22/10/2013WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): As the Deputy will be aware, Údarás na Gaeltachta is the regional development 
agency for the Gaeltacht.  It promotes productive employment through the development of 
natural resources, skills and entrepreneurial abilities and through the attraction of investment 
to the Gaeltacht.  It also promotes and supports community development initiatives and a wide 
range of language, cultural and educational schemes aimed at strengthening the Irish language 
in the Gaeltacht.

While there is long established cooperation between Údarás na Gaeltachta, Enterprise Ire-
land and the IDA, these links are being strengthened as a result of a Government decision made 
in this regard in May 2011.  A formal mechanism for cooperation was agreed between Údarás 
na Gaeltachta and Enterprise Ireland earlier this year, which will benefit enterprise development 
in the Gaeltacht.  The Government has also decided that Údarás na Gaeltachta will maintain 
responsibility for micro-enterprise and small business supports in the Gaeltacht, in addition to 
having appropriate access to supports from the new Local Enterprise Offices.

Annual funding is provided to Údarás na Gaeltachta from my Department’s Vote.  This 
amounts to a total allocation of €18.409 million from the Exchequer in 2013, which Údarás na 
Gaeltachta supplements with income generated from investments and from the sale of assets.  
As a result of investment by Údarás na Gaeltachta, 689 new jobs were created in the Gaeltacht 
in 2012.  Total employment in Údarás na Gaeltachta client companies at year-end was 7,553 
jobs, of which 6,933 were full-time jobs and 620 were part-time jobs.

22/10/2013WRC01650Commemorative Events

22/10/2013WRC01700100. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will report on the Government’s plans to commemorate the Battle of Clontarf next year. 
[39147/13]

22/10/2013WRC01800310. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if there is funding available for events commemorating the Battle of Clontarf and associated 
battles; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44119/13]

22/10/2013WRC01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 100 and 310 together.

A series of events is set to take place during 2014 to commemorate the millennium anniver-
sary of the Battle of Clontarf and the death of Brian Ború.  Already the impending occasion has 
engendered a considerable degree of enthusiasm among historical groups, community agencies 
and business interests with connections to the marking of this important point in Irish history. 

Feedback from the wider community, voluntary and not-for-profit institutions, and organi-
sations associated with the planned commemoration has indicated the need to provide co-ordi-
nation, technical support and access to existing State services and facilities.  Hence I continue to 
encourage the co-ordination of the activities of Dublin City Council, Fáilte Ireland and agencies 
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and bodies associated with my own Department, with a view to developing a commemorative 
programme that reflects the influence of the Vikings in Ireland and the Battle of Clontarf as a 
defining event in our history.

The site of the Battle of Clontarf is known to have been on the banks of the river Tolka in 
Dublin, closer to Glasnevin than to modern-day Clontarf.  Glasnevin Trust has maps from circa 
1800 that suggest that the ‘bloody acre’ – the historic centre of the battle – are within what is 
now its land.  Cognisant of the potential of these events to be of wide tourist interest, I continue 
to encourage the co-ordination of organisations in Waterford, Killaloe and Ballina in empha-
sising their Viking Heritage and links to Brian Ború, as well as with Dublin City Council and 
groups from Clontarf, to maximise the potential benefit to these areas from increased tourism. 

I envisage that the national cultural institutions will play an important role in any commem-
orative arrangements, especially the National Museum of Ireland.  In that context, I understand 
that the National Museum intends to hold a major exhibition on Brian Ború and the Battle of 
Clontarf in 2014.  It is expected that the exhibition will have an international focus with loans 
from institutions across Europe.  The exhibition will not only present Ireland and Europe in the 
later Viking Age, but also examine the continuing significance of Brian Ború and Clontarf in 
Irish folklore and popular imagination right up to modern times.

In addition to possible initiatives by the national cultural institutions, my Department will 
be consulting with local authorities and other interested parties on their intentions with a view 
to the development of a co-ordinated programme.  A number of issues are under consideration, 
including the development of a framework of events and the production of a branding pack or 
emblem. Decisions on these elements will fall to be made in the coming weeks, having regard 
to available resources.

22/10/2013WRC01950Imeachtaí Comóraidh

22/10/2013WRC02000101. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mary Lou McDonald den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le maoiniú a sholáthar chun ionad oidhreachta a 
thógáil ag Teach an Phiarsaigh in am do chomóradh 100 bliain Éirí Amach na Cásca. [44226/13]

22/10/2013WRC02100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Faoin bpacáiste spreagtha caipitil de chuid an Rialtais a fógraíodh sa cháinaisnéis, 
tá maoiniú de €6m curtha ar fáil don bhliain 2014 do Chlár Cuimhneacháin 1916. Tá roinnt 
tograí i gceist leis an gClár seo, lena n-áirítear Ard-Oifig an Phoist, an Chartlann Mhíleata agus 
Teach an Phiarsaigh. 

Ní miste a nótáil nach bhfuil aon suimeanna ar leith luaite go fóill as an bpacáiste €6m d’aon 
cheann de na tograí seo. Tuigtear dom go ndíreofar air sin nuair a fhoilseofar na Meastacháin 
Athbhreithnithe faoi dheireadh na bliana. 

Beidh breithniú le déanamh, ar ndóigh, i gcomhar leis na páirtithe leasmhara, ar na céime-
anna a bheidh le tógáil i gcás Theach an Phiarsaigh chun an togra a chur chun cinn, i bhfianaise 
na n-acmhainní uile a bheidh ar fáil amach anseo faoi Chlár Cuimhneacháin 1916. 

22/10/2013WRC02150Arts Council Funding

22/10/2013WRC02200102. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the funding that will be available to the Arts Council for the coming budgetary year; if he in-
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tends to increase the level of funding available to the Arts Council; the way in which the funding 
for the last budgetary year was spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44241/13]

22/10/2013WRC02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The 2014 
allocation to An Chomhairle Ealaíon/The Arts Council is €55,893,000, of which €55,800,000 
is current and €93,000 capital.  These figures are, of course, provisional, pending publication 
of the Revised Estimates Volume in due course.  Under the Arts Act 2003, the Arts Council is 
statutorily independent in its day-to-day operations and neither I nor my Department has a role 
to play in its executive or funding decisions.  I would remind the Deputy that all of the Arts 
Council’s funding decisions from 2007 to 2013 inclusive are available on its website at http://
www.artscouncil.ie/en/we_funded.aspx.  

Even with a reduced Departmental budget, for every week of 2014 more than €2.3 million 
will be invested in arts, culture and film.  This figure does not include the separate allocation of 
€6 million arising from the National Lottery transaction for the National City of Culture initia-
tive.

22/10/2013WRC02350Scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta

22/10/2013WRC02400103. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Crowe den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir le todhchaí Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta ó thaobh tha-
caíocht a Roinne de. [44227/13]

22/10/2013WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Dírím aird an Teachta ar an bhfreagra a thug mé inniu ar Cheist Tosaíochta 
Uimh 57.

22/10/2013WRC02550Stádas na Gaeilge san Eoraip

22/10/2013WRC02600104. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Martin Ferris den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
mbeidh Rialtas na hÉireann, go cinnte, ag iarraidh ar an Aontas Eorpach (AE) deireadh a chur 
leis an maolú ar stádas na Gaeilge in AE in 2016; agus an aithníonn an tAire go bhfuil baol ann 
do stádas na Gaeilge in AE mura ndéantar amhlaidh faoin am sin, mar go mbeadh stádas ag an 
nGaeilge in AE le nach mór deich mbliana ag an bpointe sin agus go bhfuil baol ann go gcuir-
fear deireadh leis an stádas in ionad maolú eile a chur i bhfeidhm; agus an bhfuil imní air toisc 
nach bhfuil plean céimniúil curtha ar bun ag aon Rialtas ó baineadh stádas amach don Ghaeilge 
in AE an 1 Eanáir 2007 le fáil réidh leis an maolú faoi dháta ar leith; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh.  [44229/13]

22/10/2013WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Ar an gcéad dul síos, is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta nach bhfeictear dom 
go bhfuil aon chúis imní ann go gcuirfear deireadh le stádas na Gaeilge mar theanga oifigiúil 
agus oibre san Aontas Eorpach. 

Is mian liom aird an Teachta a dhíriú ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar Cheist Dála Uimhir 546 
ar 2 Iúil 2013 ar an ábhar seo. Mar a thug mé le fios sa fhreagra sin, beidh cinneadh le tógáil 
faoi dheireadh na bliana 2015 faoi thodhchaí an mhaolaithe atá i bhfeidhm faoi láthair maidir 
le húsáid na Gaeilge in institiúidí an Aontais Eorpaigh agus beidh an cheist seo le breithniú ag 
an Rialtas in am trátha.   

Idir an dá linn, táthar ag obair leis na hinstitiúidí Eorpacha ar bhonn leanúnach chun a 
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chinntiú go mbeidh dóthain foirne cáilithe fostaithe sna hinstitiúidí chun freastal ar na riachta-
nais a bhaineann le stádas na Gaeilge san Eoraip. Mar thacaíocht don chur chuige seo, tá cé-
imeanna tógtha ag mo Roinnse le roinnt blianta anuas chun maoiniú a chur ar fáil d’fhorbairt na 
téarmaíochta Gaeilge agus do réimse de shainchúrsaí tríú leibhéal ábhartha.

Ní miste a nótáil go bhfuil mo Roinnse i mbun athbhreithnithe ar an réimse cúrsaí tríú 
leibhéal atá á maoiniú, féachaint an bhfuil bealach níos fócasaithe ann chun cohórt céimithe 
le Gaeilge a sholáthar le poist a líonadh in institiúidí an Aontais Eorpaigh. Táthar ag súil go 
mbeidh an t-athbhreithniú seo críochnaithe faoi dheireadh na bliana.

  Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 80.

22/10/2013WRC02850UN Conventions

22/10/2013WRC02900106. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
Department has considered applying for United Nations Educational, Scientific and Culutral 
Organisation recognition and support for hurling under its heritage programme; and if any con-
sideration has been given to any potential benefits to tourism here as a result of such a designa-
tion.  [44242/13]

22/10/2013WRC03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to the UNESCO Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage.  Ireland 
is currently not a signatory to this Convention so it is not possible at the moment for hurling to 
be recognised under the Convention, as suggested by the Deputy.  However, this is something 
that I would support.  Officials within my Department are examining the matter to determine 
the case for signing up to the Convention and to assess if the cost involved could be justified.  I 
am expecting a report in this regard to be available to me shortly.

22/10/2013WRC03050Film Industry Promotion

22/10/2013WRC03100107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he and his Department continue to seek to attract international film makers 
with a view to promoting this country as a film location; the extent to which interest continues 
to be shown by the main film makers in such proposals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44251/13]

22/10/2013WRC03200324. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of films made here in each of the past five years to date; the anticipated extent of 
such activity in future years; if any particular or specific action is required to promote this coun-
try as a film location with consequent economic benefit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44795/13]

22/10/2013WRC03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 107 and 324 together. 

I refer the Deputy to my answer to Parliamentary Question Nos. 727 and 764 of 18 Sep-
tember, 2013.  As the Deputy is aware, primary responsibility for the support and promotion 
of film-making in Ireland, in respect of both the indigenous sector and inward productions, is 
a matter for the Irish Film Board (IFB).  The IFB is the statutorily independent agency respon-
sible for the promotion and development of the Irish film industry and I have no responsibility 
in relation to its day-to-day operational matters, including the allocation of resources to differ-
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ent support programmes and schemes.  The IFB has been allocated €14.037m in 2014 to carry 
out its functions. 

In regard to the number of films made with support by the IFB, I would direct the Deputy’s 
attention to the annual reports of the IFB, which are lodged periodically in the Oireachtas Li-
brary, and also to the publications by the IFB itself on its website www.irishfilmboard.ie.  It is 
difficult to predict with certainty the number of films that will be made in the future.  However, 
consultations between my Department, the IFB and the Department of Finance has resulted 
in a number of changes to Section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 (Film Tax Relief 
Scheme) to ensure that Ireland retains or regains competitiveness in attracting foreign film 
projects to Ireland. 

The scheme was extended to the end of 2020 in the 2013 Finance Act and further changes 
were announced last week by the Minister for Finance in his budget speech.  The budget an-
nouncement brings forward the new regime for film tax reliefs to 2015, and also extend the 
definition of ‘eligible individual’ in the scheme for film relief to include non-EU talent.  This 
will increase the attractiveness of Ireland as a destination for film investment and allow the au-
diovisual production sector to maintain existing jobs and hopefully create new ones.

22/10/2013WRC03350Architectural Heritage

22/10/2013WRC03400108. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the current condition of Vernon Mount House in Cork city; the actions that have been taken to 
ensure its protection as a building of significant heritage value; if he has any plans to ensure 
that the house can be accessed by the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44244/13]

22/10/2013WRC03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to today’s Priority Question No. 54 (44625/13).

Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 80.

22/10/2013WRD00150An Teanga Gaeilge

22/10/2013WRD00200110. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir leis na rialacháin atá sínithe aige le deánaí i dtaobh 
pleanáil teanga faoi scáth Acht na Gaeltachta agus, go háirithe, cén dul chun cinn atá déanta 
ó thaobh iad a chur i bhfeidhm, agus cé acu leagan a ghlacfar mar an leagan údarásach de na 
rialacháin, an leagan Béarla nó an leagan Gaeilge. [44231/13]

22/10/2013WRD00300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Glacaim leis go bhfuil an Teachta ag fiosrú faoi na rialacháin a shínigh mé ar an 17 
Meán Fómhair 2013 chun na critéir pleanála teanga a fhorordú faoi alt 12 den Acht Gaeltachta 
2012.  Beidh na critéir seo riachtanach agus mo Roinnse ag déanamh measúnú amach anseo ar 
na pleananna teanga a ullmhófar do na Limistéir Pleanála Teanga Ghaeltachta, do na Líonraí 
Gaeilge agus do na Bailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta sula ndéanfar iad a fhaomhadh.

D’fhógair mé níos túisce i mbliana go mbeidh 26 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Gaeltachta 
faoi leith ann chun críche an phróisis phleanála teanga sa Ghaeltacht faoin Acht.  Tuigtear dom 
go bhfuil bailchríoch á chur ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i gcomhar le mo Roinnse ar shainiú na 
dtoghrann éagsúil a bheidh i gceist sna 26 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Gaeltachta.  Dá bhrí sin, 
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tá súil agam a bheith in ann na chéad fhógraí a dhéanamh i gcás 3 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga 
Gaeltachta faoi alt 7(3) den Acht roimh dheireadh na bliana.  Ina theannta sin, tuigtear dom 
go mbeidh Foras na Gaeilge ag fógairt Scéim na Líonraí Gaeilge sa chéad ráithe de 2014.  Tá 
Údarás na Gaeltachta agus Foras na Gaeilge ag leagan amach córas trédhearcach faoina rogh-
nófar eagraíochtaí chun pleananna teanga a ullmhú agus a fheidhmiú i gcomhar leis an bpobal 
sna ceantair éagsúla. 

Ina theannta sin, tá mo Roinnse ag obair ar threoirlínte, i gcomhar le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta 
agus le Foras na Gaeilge, a leagfaidh síos próiseas trédhearcach d’ullmhú, d’fheidhmiú agus do 
mheasúnú na bpleananna teanga sna limistéir, sna bailte agus sna líonraí, rud a chabhróidh leis 
na heagraíochtaí pobail agus iad ag tabhairt faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga ar an talamh.  Tá 
súil agam go mbeidh na treoirlínte seo foilsithe roimh dheireadh na bliana fosta. 

Tuigtear dom gur leagadh an leagan Gaeilge agus an leagan Béarla de na Rialacháin atá 
luaite ag an Teachta os comhair Thithe an Oireachtais ag an am céanna.  Tá iarrtha agam ar 
oifigigh mo Roinne an cheist áirithe atá tógtha ag an Teachta maidir leis an leagan údarásach a 
shoiléiriú agus a chíoradh le hOifig an Ard-Aighne.

22/10/2013WRD00350Legislative Programme

22/10/2013WRD00400111. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach the number of Bills his Department has 
published since March 2011; the number of regulatory impact assessments that his Department 
has published since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44098/13]

22/10/2013WRD00500The Taoiseach: The Thirty-second Amendment of the Constitution (Abolition of Seanad 
Eireann) Bill 2013, was published in June 2013, further to a commitment in the Programme for 
Government.  A regulatory impact analysis (RIA) is normally required for all primary legisla-
tion but there are certain exceptions to this rule which are set out in the relevant guidelines.  As 
the Bill concerned involved amending the Constitution for the purpose of abolishing the Seanad 
rather than significantly impacting on the regulatory environment a RIA was not completed in 
keeping with precedents for Bills of this nature.

22/10/2013WRD00550Departmental Staff Remuneration

22/10/2013WRD00600112. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach the name and current salary of each po-
litical staff member appointed by him. [44101/13]

22/10/2013WRD00700The Taoiseach: The information sought by the Deputy  in relation to the name and current 
salary of each staff member I appointed, is set out in the table below.

The salary cost for Special Advisers employed in my Department is €557,788.  The compar-
ative full year figure for Special Advisers employed in this Department in 2010 is €1,072,920.

Name Title Salary
Mark Kennelly Chief of Staff €156,380
Andrew McDowell Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €156,380
Paul O’Brien Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €81,676
Angela Flanagan Special Advisor to the Taoiseach €81,676
Mark O’Doherty Special Advisor to Chief Whip €81,676
Sarah Moran Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach €74,973
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Name Title Salary
Theresa Diskin Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach €67,074
Gerard Deere Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach €65,000
Miriam O’Callaghan Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach €65,186
John Lohan Personal Secretary to the Taoiseach €42,760
AnneMarie Durcan Personal Secretary to the Taoiseach €42,760
Claire Urquhart Personal Secretary to the Chief Whip €46,935
Colum Coomey Personal Assistant to the Chief Whip €47,304
Feargal Purcell Government Press Secretary €115,431
Cathy Madden (on mater-
nity leave)

Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of Government Information Service

€93,297

Derek McDowell Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of Government Information Service

€93,297

Joanne Lonergan Assistant Government Press Secretary €87,258

22/10/2013WRD00750Departmental Correspondence

22/10/2013WRD00800113. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach if he has had any correspondence with Ian 
Paisley Jr., MLA regarding the case of a person (details supplied); the action he will take on the 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44154/13]

22/10/2013WRD00900The Taoiseach: There have been a number of contacts over the years to my Department 
in relation to this case from the family in question and from public representatives acting on 
their behalf, including correspondence from the person referred to by the Deputy.  I formally 
responded to this correspondence on 28th May, 2012.

22/10/2013WRD00950Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRD01000114. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the full-year ef-
fect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the expenditure report 2014, 
as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44753/13]

22/10/2013WRD01100The Taoiseach: The total allocation for my Department in the Estimates set out in the Bud-
get Book for 2014 is €17.931 million.  This is an overall decrease of 19% on the 2013 Revised 
Estimate allocation.  The administrative budget has decreased by 13% and programme budget 
by 30%.

22/10/2013WRD01150Passport Applications

22/10/2013WRD01200115. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will review the fees charged and the timeframe involved for processing of passport ap-
plications in respect of applications submitted through ordinary post in comparison with those 
submitted through passport express; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44423/13]

22/10/2013WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
30 June this year it has no longer been possible for citizens residing on the island of Ireland to 
submit passport applications by regular or registered post.  All such postal applications must 
now be submitted through the passport express service operated on behalf of the Passport Ser-
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vice by An Post and by the Post Office in Northern Ireland.  This service, which involves a 
pre-checking facility designed to reduce the possibility for errors in the application, has a ten 
working day turnaround.  For citizens resident on the island of Ireland, this is the cheapest and 
most efficient means of processing their passport application.  Passport applications received 
from addresses on the island of Ireland by regular and registered post are returned to the appli-
cant with the advice that they be resubmitted through the passport express service.

I announced this measure in this House in May of this year as part of program by the Pass-
port Service to improve the quality of service to the public.  Information on this and other 
changes to application procedures was advertised in the national press, carried on many radio 
stations, highlighted on the Passport Service website and through social media channels.

22/10/2013WRD01350Overseas Development Aid Provision

22/10/2013WRD01400116. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the impact the €14.1 million reduction in the Irish Aid programme budget will have on its pro-
grammes, projects and services; the programmes, projects or services that will be cancelled as 
a result of this reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44589/13]

22/10/2013WRD01500117. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is still committed to the 0.7% of GNP target for overseas development aid; if he will seek 
to achieve this target by 2015 as set out in the programme for Government; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44590/13]

22/10/2013WRD01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 116 and 117 together.

The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme and to its place 
at the heart of Ireland’s foreign policy.  Last week’s Budget demonstrated that we have broadly 
stabilised the funding for overseas development assistance despite the very difficult economic 
circumstances.  This will enable Ireland to maintain our leading role in contributing to the fight 
against extreme poverty and hunger in the world, in policy terms and through the achievements 
on the ground of our internationally recognised aid programme.  For 2014, the Government is 
providing some €600 million for Official Development Assistance (ODA).  This will represent 
a small reduction on spending in 2013.  Detailed financial allocations across the aid programme 
for 2014 will be finalised over the coming months.  I am confident the small reduction on the 
2013 allocation can be managed in a way which will not affect our central priorities and core 
programmes.

The Government’s new policy on International Development, ‘One World, One Future’, 
focuses sharply on the poorest countries and communities in sub-Saharan Africa and on three 
goals:  reducing hunger, building sustainable growth and good governance.  It provides a clear 
framework for the prioritisation of activities and the allocation of resources to maximise im-
pact, strengthen accountability and demonstrate value for money over the coming years.  The 
new policy also reconfirms our commitment to achieving the UN target of providing 0.7% of 
Gross National Product for ODA, when economic circumstances permit.

22/10/2013WRD01650Excise Duties Issues

22/10/2013WRD01700118. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will immediately intervene to assist a Kerry-based company (details supplied) that is in 
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danger of demise and which has submitted claims for the return of Belgian excise duty for 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012, to the total sum of €103,760.00; if he will ensure that this company, 
which employs over 40 persons, is reimbursed these moneys and allowed to remain viable; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44612/13]

22/10/2013WRD01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I share 
the concerns of the Deputy and fully understand the frustration of the company at the long delay 
in reimbursing excise duty due to them for the years in question.  I am particularly concerned 
by the risk which this delay poses to the viability of the company, and the livelihoods of all 
involved.  At my request, the Irish Embassy in Brussels contacted the Belgian authorities, and 
by way of follow up, our Ambassador met today with senior officials of the Belgian Customs 
Service to directly express our concern about the situation and to highlight the serious impact 
of this on the company’s operations.  The senior officials advised our Ambassador that Customs 
will shortly be in contact with the company concerning these claims.

I have asked the Embassy to keep me advised of developments and I will contact the Deputy 
as soon as there is further information to report.

22/10/2013WRD01850EU Membership Issues

22/10/2013WRD01900119. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the names of all applicant countries for membership of the EU; the attitude of this State to each 
application; the progress made by the EU with each application and the expected date of acces-
sion in each case, if known; the effect these accessions will have on Ireland’s membership of the 
European Parliament; the steps being taken by the Government to protect Ireland’s interest at 
EU level with reduced representation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44678/13]

22/10/2013WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
are currently six countries that have formally applied to join the EU and are in varying stages 
of the accession process: Turkey, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Macedonia and Albania.  Two 
countries, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo, are in the pre-accession phase.  Ireland is a 
strong supporter of EU enlargement and we believe it remains one of the EU’s most successful 
policies, fostering peace, stability and prosperity in our neighbouring regions.  We support the 
efforts of those who have made applications to join the EU and encourage them to fulfil the nec-
essary conditions for membership, in particular the Copenhagen criteria (democracy, the rule of 
law, respect for fundamental rights and a functioning market economy) as well as the conditions 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process.

In terms of the progress of each country, the European Commission has recently published 
its annual Enlargement progress reports.  Accession negotiations with Turkey, stalled for some 
time, were reinvigorated under Ireland’s EU Presidency earlier this year and agreement was 
reached to open a new chapter in the negotiations.  While the handling of the Gezi Park protests 
raised concerns, it is clear that the EU has a key role to play as an anchor for reform in Turkey 
through its continued engagement in the accession process. 

Montenegro has seen progress on its path towards EU membership, following the launch 
of accession negotiations last year.  First steps have been completed and two chapters (science 
and research; education and culture) have been closed.  The focus is now on opening two key 
areas in the negotiations: judiciary and fundamental rights, and justice, freedom and security. 

This past year has seen real progress by both Serbia and Kosovo on their respective Euro-
pean paths.  In June, there was agreement to open accession negotiations with Serbia by January 
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of next year at the latest and the agreement to open negotiations with Kosovo on a Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement, aimed at bringing it closer to eventual membership of the EU.

The European Commission has recently recommended, for the fifth time, that accession 
negotiations be opened with Macedonia (which has already been granted candidate status) but 
it remains to be seen if Member States will agree to do so.  The European Commission has 
also recommended that Albania be granted candidate status, following positive developments, 
such as cross-party support for key reforms and further steps in the fight against corruption and 
organised crime.  It will now be for EU Member States to assess if sufficient progress has been 
made to grant candidate status. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, a lack of political will to implement reforms is hampering the 
country’s EU progress.  Bosnia and Herzegovina have negotiated a Stabilisation and Associa-
tion agreement with the EU, but this has not yet entered into force.  Finally, there has been no 
recent progress by Iceland following the decision of the Icelandic government to put its acces-
sion negotiations with the EU on hold.  Given the varying pace of progress in each country and 
the conditions-based nature of the EU accession process, it is not possible to predict when each 
country will accede to the Union. 

The redistribution of seats in the European Parliament in advance of the 2014 elections, 
which resulted in the loss of a seat for Ireland, was necessary to take account of the recent ac-
cession of Croatia and to keep the overall number of MEP seats within the maximum of 751 
seats set down in Article 14 of the Treaty.  The decision of the European Council applies for 
the 2014-2019 term only and will be revised on the basis of an initiative to be presented by the 
European Parliament before the end of 2016.  Ireland’s position is that we would have signifi-
cant concerns if future seat re-distributions continued to be only at the expense of small and 
medium-sized Member States, as was the case on this occasion.

Building on the success of the Irish Presidency of the Council, the Government is commit-
ted to maintaining a high level of engagement with the European Parliament, including regular 
presence by Irish Ministers at plenary sessions in Strasbourg for meetings with a wide range of 
MEPs and our own MEPs.  This enhanced level of engagement aims to ensure that Ireland’s na-
tional interests are represented and communicated to the key decision-makers in the Parliament, 
and this will include promoting our interest in a fair representation for Ireland when current seat 
allocations are reviewed again following the election of the new Parliament in May 2014 and in 
the context of any further enlargement of the EU.

22/10/2013WRD02050Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRD02100120. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Depart-
ment as set out in the expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  
[44747/13]

22/10/2013WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for Vote 27 - International Cooperation 
- and Vote 28 - the Departmental Vote.  Vote 27 delivers on Ireland’s global development com-
mitments, focusing on hunger and poverty, and largely relates to programmes administered by 
Irish Aid.  Vote 28 funds the Department’s activities in promoting Ireland’s economic and trade 
interests in Europe and internationally; in advancing reconciliation and cooperation on this 
island; contributing to international peace, security and human rights; providing consular and 
passport services for Irish citizens, and engaging with Irish communities abroad.
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As indicated in the Expenditure Report 2014, gross total expenditure envisaged for the 
Department in 2014 is in the sum of €693m, consisting of €687m in current expenditure and 
€6.5m in capital expenditure.  This represents a reduction in overall terms of €22m compared 
with the Estimates for 2013, as revised in accordance with the Comprehensive Review during 
the year.  The main elements in the reduction in funding relate to the provision for development 
cooperation under Vote 27; the ending of provision for the EU Presidency following its success-
ful completion this year, under Vote 28; and reductions in pay affecting staff across both Votes 
in accordance with the Haddington Road Agreement.

22/10/2013WRD02250Diplomatic Representation

22/10/2013WRD02300121. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to appoint a resident ambassador to the Holy See; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44884/13]

22/10/2013WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government appointed the Secretary General of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
as non-resident ambassador to the Holy See, thereby ensuring that contact with the Holy See 
is maintained at the highest possible diplomatic level.  Ambassador Cooney travels to Rome 
regularly and I am satisfied that the current arrangement for Ireland’s representation at the Holy 
See is the most effective possible in light of the resource constraints faced by the Department.

22/10/2013WRD02450Diplomatic Representation

22/10/2013WRD02500122. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to extend the Irish diplomatic and consular representation in 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44885/13]

22/10/2013WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s diplomatic network includes 56 Embassies, 7 multilateral missions and 10 Consulates 
General and other offices.  In addition to their country of residence, many Ambassadors are also 
accredited to additional countries on a concurrent basis which enhances the cost-effectiveness 
of our external representation.  Our missions abroad work very closely with the state agencies 
in the promotion of exports, tourism and inward investment.  They perform also a wide range 
of functions in support of Ireland’s foreign policy interests. These include representing and ad-
vancing government policies with other states and in international organisations, in particular 
the EU and the UN; economic and cultural promotion; frontline consular and passport services 
to citizens overseas; engaging with and supporting Irish communities and with programme 
management, particularly in Irish Aid priority countries.

The scale and presence of our diplomatic network is considered by the Government on an 
ongoing basis.  Any decision to adjust the state’s external representation in the coming year will 
have regard to national priorities and available resources.

22/10/2013WRD02650Diplomatic Representation

22/10/2013WRD02700123. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of ambassadors assigned on a full-time basis and on a part-time basis to interna-
tional organisations; the names of such organisations; the status of our representation at each 
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one; the proposals he has to review such assignments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44886/13]

22/10/2013WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land is committed to upholding a multilateral approach to international relations, based upon 
the equality of states and the rule of law.  This commitment has been expressed through our 
membership of, and active participation in, international organisations such as the European 
Union and the United Nations.  Membership of these organisations has enabled us to promote 
the interests, values and objectives which we, as a people, have traditionally held to be impor-
tant.

Listed are those missions which represent Ireland at international fora.  Where the Ambas-
sador is also accredited on a bilateral basis to the country in which the international organisation 
is based, this is indicated.

Location of 
Mission

Area of Responsibility

Brussels Permanent Representation of Ireland to the European Union (EU) 
Delegation of Ireland to the Political and Security Committee of the 
European Union 

Brussels Liaison Office of Ireland to the Partnership for Peace
Ambassador is also Ambassador of Ireland to Belgium

The Hague Accredited to the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW). In addition, the mission represents Ireland at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), the ICTY and the Special Court on Lebanon, 
while also covering developments at the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA).  Ambassador is 
also Ambassador of Ireland to the Netherlands

Paris Permanent Delegation to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD). The mission is also accredited to the UN 
Education, Science and Culture Organisation (UNESCO), the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA) and the Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA).

Strasbourg Permanent Representation of Ireland to the Council of Europe 
Vienna Permanent Mission of Ireland to the Organisation for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) 
Vienna Permanent Mission of Ireland to the International Organisations in 

Vienna, including the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO), the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) and the United 
Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
Ambassador to the International Organisations in Vienna is also Ambas-
sador to Austria

Geneva Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations 
New York Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations

22/10/2013WRD02850Illicit Trade in Tobacco

22/10/2013WRD02900124. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the actions taken to block the 
illegal entry of cigarettes and tobacco into the Irish market. [44206/13]

22/10/2013WRD03000125. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
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on what is being done to disrupt trafficking of cigarettes and tobacco into Ireland. [44207/13]

22/10/2013WRD03100126. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the amount of illegal tobacco 
and tobacco products that has been seized by the Garda and customs officers in each of the years 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44208/13]

22/10/2013WRD03200127. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
have been either fined or jailed for illegal trafficking of cigarettes or tobacco in each of the years 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44209/13]

22/10/2013WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 124 to 
127, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection of to-
bacco products tax and for tackling the smuggling and sale of illicit tobacco products, that they 
view this criminal activity as a very serious matter, and that combating the illegal tobacco trade 
is, and will continue to be, a high priority for them.  Their “Strategy on Combating the Illicit 
Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)” includes a wide range of measures that are designed to identify 
and target those engaged in the supply or sale of illicit tobacco products, with a view to seizing 
the illicit products and prosecuting those responsible.  This multi-faceted strategy includes on-
going analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, developing and sharing intelligence on a 
national, EU and international basis, ongoing review of operational policies, the use of analytics 
and detection technologies, and ensuring the optimum deployment of resources at both point of 
importation and within the country.

Interception at the point of importation is achieved through a combination of risk analysis, 
profiling, intelligence, and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and postal packages.  Rev-
enue enforcement officers also target this illicit trade at the post-importation level by carrying 
out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and private and 
commercial premises.  Revenue and An Garda Síochána also carry out regular multi-agency 
operations, particularly in relation to large maritime importations and in checks at inland mar-
kets.  There is extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating the illicit trade, and 
the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
through a cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to target the organised crime groups that 
are responsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market.  The Revenue Commis-
sioners assure me that they are committed to maintaining their extensive programme of action 
against all stages of the supply chain for illicit tobacco products, and that they will continue to 
make every effort to ensure that those involved in the illicit trade are brought to account before 
the Courts for their criminal activities.

Details of cigarettes and tobacco products seized during the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 
2012, are set out in the following table.

- Cigarettes - Tobacco -
Year No. of Seizures Quantity (million) No. of Seizures Quantity (kilograms)
2009 10,610 218.5m 1,171 10,451
2010 9,026 178.4m 1,171 3,367
2011 10,581 109.1m 1,500 11,158
2012 8,108 95.6m 1,395 5,277

The numbers of convictions in the years in question, for offences concerning the smuggling 
or sale of illicit tobacco products, that resulted in either fines or custodial sentences are given in 
the following table, together with details of the numbers of custodial sentences imposed.
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Year No. of Convictions (Fines or Custodial Sentences) Custodial Sentences*
2009 164 45 (21)
2010 138 21 (13)
2011 161 45 (28)
2012 132 47 (20)
(*Figures in brackets indicate the numbers of custodial sentences that were suspended)

22/10/2013WRE00150Health Insurance Prices

22/10/2013WRE00200128. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the cap on the 
amount of premium on which tax relief is available on medical insurance introduced in the bud-
get 2014, the number of persons impacted by this new measure including families and couples 
without children on their health insurance policies; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [44639/13]

22/10/2013WRE00300167. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the number of 
health insurance customers who will pay additional health insurance as a result of the budget 
announcement on tax relief on medical insurance.  [44890/13]

22/10/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 
and 167 together.

The position is that from 16 October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums will 
be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of 
premium paid in excess of these ceiling will no longer qualify for tax relief. The new ceilings 
will ensure continuing support via the tax system for those who purchase standard policies, 
while reducing Exchequer exposure to more expensive policies.  

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that it is estimated that up to 577,000 policy 
holders, which provide cover for 1.1 million individuals, may be affected by this measure.  
However, I should point out that many of these will only be affected marginally, depending on 
the cost of the policies that individuals purchase.  In addition, individuals can of course opt for 
less expensive policies and therefore avoid the impact of this measure entirely.

22/10/2013WRE00450Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

22/10/2013WRE00500129. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the reason defined contribution 
pension holders are being charged a levy to pay for possible insolvent pension schemes from 
which they cannot benefit; his views on whether defined contribution pension holders should 
pay for potential State liabilities which may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund 
difficulties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44650/13]

22/10/2013WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The revenues arising to the Exchequer 
from the stamp duty levy on pension fund assets are, in common with Exchequer revenues 
generally, not hypothecated to any particular item of expenditure or liability but have been used 
to help fund the various measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative. One of the very significant 
and successful measures introduced by the Jobs Initiative - the reduced VAT rate of 9% on tour-
ism and certain other services - was due to end this year. In my Budget speech, I announced 
the continuation of the reduced 9% VAT rate and I indicated that the yield from the additional 
0.15% pension fund levy in 2014 and the reduced levy of 0.15% in 2015 would continue to 
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help fund the Jobs Initiative and also help to make provision for potential State liabilities which 
may emerge from pre-existing or future pension fund difficulties. In this context, for example, 
the cost of continuing with the reduced 9% VAT rate is estimated at €350 million in a full year 
while the additional yield from the changes to the levy in 2014 and 2015 is estimated at €135 
million in each year. As I have indicated, the proceeds from the levy will accrue to the Exche-
quer and expenditure decisions on the use of those and other funds will be made as they arise 
in the normal way. 

22/10/2013WRE00650IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

22/10/2013WRE00700130. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if any protections, in terms of 
future rates and conditions, will be offered to residential mortgage holders with the former Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation when the mortgage loan book is sold on by the liquidator; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44136/13]

22/10/2013WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the contractual terms 
and conditions of customer mortgages and other borrowings will not change as a result of the 
appointment of the Special Liquidators or the ultimate sale of the obligations to a third party. 
The continued applicability of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and 
Mortgage Arrears Targets Programme will depend on the regulatory status of the ultimate ac-
quirer of the portfolio which we will not know until the sales process has concluded. In the event 
that NAMA ultimately acquires this portfolio, the NAMA Board will determine its strategy at 
that stage and will, in doing so, be mindful of its legal obligations.  The Special Liquidators 
confirm that all Borrowers can re-finance their borrowings at par with other lending institutions. 
The Special Liquidators confirm that the residential mortgage customers of IBRC Limited (in 
Special Liquidation) continue to enjoy the protection of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on 
mortgage arrears and other protections in Irish consumer law.

The Special Liquidators are taking professional advice on the appropriate method of dispos-
ing of loan assets and on the appropriate criteria for determining who should qualify to bid for 
loan assets. The Special Liquidators have begun writing to all IBRC borrowers to update them 
on the sale of their IBRC Loans and Collateral Obligations. Borrowers were presented with an 
opportunity to make written representations on the method of disposal of their loans and the 
criteria for determining who may bid for loan assets. Decisions concerning the sale and disposal 
of loan assets are a matter for the Special Liquidators and I have no role in the process.

Should a bid not be received by a qualified bidder that is equal to or in excess of the Valua-
tion Price, then the asset/portfolio will transfer to NAMA.  The valuation of all IBRC assets is 
to be completed by 30 November 2013 and the sale of all IBRC assets agreed or completed by 
no later than 31 December 2013 or as soon as practicable thereafter.

22/10/2013WRE00850Property Taxation Administration

22/10/2013WRE00900131. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance how persons who overes-
timated their value of property last July may rectify this matter in January 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44138/13]

22/10/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property 
is to be valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes. As I told the House in my reply to the 
Deputy’s Question No. 77 (44072/13) on 17 October 2013, Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-
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assessed tax so it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her 
assessment of the market value of the property.  I also informed the House that the Revenue 
Commissioners had confirmed that if a liable person had genuinely overpaid the tax through an 
error or mistake, then the person should write to LPT Branch, Government Buildings, Ennis, 
Co Clare, clearly setting out how the overpayment arose and providing the relevant supporting 
documentation. 

I am further advised by the Commissioners that once the relevant documentation is received 
LPT Branch will make direct contact with the person. Should it transpire that the person did in 
fact overpay the 2013 liability then it will be possible to offset some or all of the overpayment 
to the 2014 liability, or make a repayment. 

22/10/2013WRE01050Budget Submissions

22/10/2013WRE01100132. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will support the joint pre-
budget submission by organisations (details supplied) that clearly show that cuts are affecting 
persons with an intellectual disability and-or autism in a multitude of ways; if he will ensure 
that all Departments start making persons with a disability a priority; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [44147/13]

22/10/2013WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm that the Pre-Budget Sub-
mission to which the Deputy refers was received by my Department on 14 October 2013 and I 
would note that to date we have received in excess of 600 submissions in the context of Budget 
2014.   However the issues which the Deputy raises relate to expenditure policy and as such 
are primarily matters for some of my Ministerial colleagues rather than for me as Minister for 
Finance.

22/10/2013WRE01250Budget Submissions

22/10/2013WRE01300133. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 176 of 8 October 2013, if he will name the political party mentioned in his reply that sub-
mitted its budget proposals to his Department for costing and if any other party did so prior to 
budget 2014.  [44180/13]

22/10/2013WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Prior to Budget 2014 my Department 
received one request for costings from a political party and two from individual Deputies. Such 
requests are handled by my officials on a confidential basis and as such I cannot provide further 
details to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRE01450Credit Unions Regulation

22/10/2013WRE01500134. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the future of 
Newbridge Credit Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44182/13]

22/10/2013WRE01600150. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance if he has had, or if he plans 
to have, discussions with the regulator of credit unions and the Central Bank of Ireland in rela-
tion to the recovery plan for Newbridge Credit Union; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44644/13]

22/10/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134 
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and 150 together. 

On 13 January 2012, the Central Bank of Ireland secured a High Court Order for the ap-
pointment of a Special Manager to Newbridge Credit Union. Further High Court applications 
were made to extend the term of appointment of the Special Manager, the latest being in June 
2013, and High Court Orders were secured for a 6 month extension period on each occasion.

The Central Bank undertook a process under the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Reso-
lution) Act 2011, involving the examination of possible combinations with other credit unions.  
As part of this process, Naas Credit Union submitted a proposal to the Central Bank, setting out 
the basis upon which Naas Credit Union would be prepared to combine with Newbridge.  

At the request of the Governor of the Central Bank, I have confirmed that I am prepared, 
in principle, to support the proposal.  However, the proposal remains subject to amongst other 
things due diligence, completion of relevant documentation, Naas Credit Union board approval, 
regulatory consideration and High Court approval.  I expect that these steps will be completed 
expeditiously and that the Naas/Newbridge combination will be finalised by the end of this 
year. This will necessitate a significant capital investment of taxpayers’ funds into Newbridge 
Credit Union to cover the losses at Newbridge and to ensure the protection of members’ sav-
ings and the stability of Newbridge into the future. The successful combination of these credit 
unions is considered the best way to ensure the continuity of credit union services for members 
in Newbridge. 

Newbridge Credit Union Action group has submitted an alternative proposal to me regard-
ing Newbridge Credit Union. I have referred the proposal to the Governor of the Central Bank 
for examination with a view to arranging a meeting between the Central Bank and the New-
bridge Credit Union Action Group.

Section 91 of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) Act 2011 provides that 
the Central Bank may direct a credit institution to prepare a recovery plan setting out actions 
that could be taken to facilitate the continuation, or secure the business or part of the business, 
of that credit institution in a situation where the institution is experiencing financial instability.  
The Central Bank has not issued such a direction to Newbridge Credit Union. As Minister for 
Finance I have no role in the exercise by the Central Bank of its functions in respect of recovery 
plans.

22/10/2013WRE01750VAT Exemptions

22/10/2013WRE01800135. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider intro-
ducing a scheme to allow sports clubs and community or voluntary groups to apply for a refund 
of VAT paid on the purchase of a defibrillator in view of the considerable expense incurred by 
such organisations in purchasing this vital piece of equipment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44189/13]

22/10/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. Defibrilla-
tors, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  
There is no provision in the EU VAT Directive that would make it possible to exempt from VAT 
or apply a zero rate to the supply of such products.  Under the VAT (Refund of Tax) (No.15) 
Order, 1981 it is possible for individuals to obtain repayment of VAT expended on certain goods 
and appliances which assist persons with a disability to overcome that disability.  In this con-
text, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of an individual may qualify for a VAT refund.  
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However, a defibrillator purchased for general use by a sports body or charity would not qualify 
for such a refund. 

22/10/2013WRE01950Tax Reliefs Availability

22/10/2013WRE02000136. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance the reason patients of 
sleep apnea cannot claim relief on electricity, in a similar way to patients on dialysis, for the use 
of their respirator which is a nightly requirement for those suffering from said illness; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44193/13]

22/10/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Relief in respect of health expenses is 
allowed in accordance with the provisions of section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  
In order to qualify for relief an individual must show that he or she has incurred “health ex-
penses” for the provision of “health care”.  It is not the case that all expenses incurred on health 
care qualify for relief.  For the purposes of section 469 “health care” is the prevention, diagno-
sis, alleviation or treatment of an ailment, injury, infirmity, defect or disability.  Health expenses 
include the cost of treatment necessarily incurred in connection with the services of a medical 
practitioner.   Given the nature of the treatment involved, it is clear that dialysis is necessarily 
undertaken in connection with the services of a medical practitioner.  It is carried out under on-
going medical supervision.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the granting of a 
deduction in respect of electricity usage by kidney dialysis patients was only determined after 
extensive consideration of the particular nature of their medical condition. Differing levels of 
relief in respect of electricity costs have been allowed depending on whether a patient requires 
home dialysis or is a Chronic Ambulatory Peritoneal Dialysis (CAPD) patient.  The level of 
relief in respect of electricity costs for such dialysis patients is determined by reference to the 
annual consumption of electricity based on dialysis being undertaken a number of times each 
day, including necessary preparatory work.

Health expenses also include the supply, maintenance or repair of any medical surgical, 
dental or nursing appliance used on the advice of a practitioner.  I am further advised by the 
Revenue Commissioners that the on-going cost of operating an appliance is not allowable un-
less the appliance is used in connection with the services of a medical practitioner and is used 
subject to ongoing medical supervision. 

If respirators are used on the advice of a medical practitioner and under medical supervi-
sion, then, I understand that the Revenue Commissioners are prepared to consider the question 
of relief for the cost of the electricity used to run the machine.   My officials will forward any 
submission in this regard to the Revenue Commissioners for their consideration.

22/10/2013WRE02150IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

22/10/2013WRE02200137. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with 
the liquidators of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in the sale of mortgages for former Irish 
Nationwide customers and any others whose loans have ended up in IBRC, to disaggregate 
the overall loan-book, allowing individual mortgagors to bid on their own loans as part of the 
process of liquidation, just as larger borrowers can do; if not, the reason for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44280/13]

22/10/2013WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have given 
significant consideration to and have sought independent advice from PWC in relation to how 
the residential mortgage portfolio and other loans in IBRC are to be dealt with. Following that 
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independent advice, the Special Liquidators have decided that the residential mortgage book 
would be split into four segments consisting of performing, non-performing, owner occupier 
and buy to let mortgages with a view to maximising market interest.   I am advised by the Spe-
cial Liquidators that the decision to offer the residential mortgage book for sale in this way was 
arrived at having regard to the scale of the process and size of the IBRC loan book. Furthermore 
the Special Liquidators have confirmed that the decision to sell these loans as part of a portfolio 
is the most efficient method of disposal and the one which is most likely to maximise ultimate 
sales realisations for the Special Liquidators having regard to the public interest. 

The decision concerning how the loans will be packaged for sale and what bidders consti-
tute qualifying bidders for the purposes of the sales process is to be made by the Special Liqui-
dators and I will not intervene in this matter.

22/10/2013WRE02350Property Taxation Administration

22/10/2013WRE02400138. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that many citizens are experiencing severe difficulties after having registered online 
for the local property tax; and that these citizens who had filed their returns and completed the 
payment option correctly and completed the payment transaction in full before the deadline 
have now received letters from the Revenue Commissioners stating that they have outstanding 
moneys to be paid; the measures he will take to rectify the situation; the measures he will take 
to make the process for registering for the LPT more accesible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44293/13]

22/10/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the vast 
majority of customers who opted to meet their Local Property Tax (LPT) obligations through 
the on-line facility and did so correctly have not received any subsequent correspondence from 
Revenue.  However, I am informed that in a relatively small number of cases the payment trans-
actions failed.  The most common reasons for failure include: financial institutions refusing the 
payment request; incorrect digits in the credit/debit card number; wrong card type selected; and 
taxpayers exiting the system before the transaction completed. 

Revenue has advised me that it has written to individuals who have outstanding LPT pay-
ments.  The purpose of the letter is to remind them to pay the balance within a specified time 
or enter into a phased arrangement that ensures payment is made in full by 31 December 2013.  
The letter also advises people who may be experiencing processing problems or any other dif-
ficulties in meeting their payment obligations to contact Revenue through the LPT Helpline at 
1890 200255 for assistance.  This assistance provides full support for on-line filers including 
processing payments over the telephone.  I am assured that this service operates to the highest 
industry standards and is completely secure. 

Finally, I am assured by Revenue that it will not commence any collection recovery activity 
where people engage positively to ensure their 2013 LPT payment obligations are fully com-
pleted by 31 December 2013.

22/10/2013WRE02550Tax Yield

22/10/2013WRE02600139. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue he 
anticipates the universal social charge will bring in in 2014; and if he will provide a breakdown 
of this figure per income earner and tax band.  [44347/13]
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22/10/2013WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Universal Social Charge (USC) is 
collected by the Revenue Commissioners as a component of Income Tax. In Budget 2014, it is 
forecast that Income Tax receipts of €17,045 million will be collected in 2014 and it is expected 
that the yield from the USC will account for just over €4 billion of that overall forecast. I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners, that while the necessary detailed basic data is not 
compiled in such a manner as would enable an income distribution of expected receipts to be 
provided, a modelled distribution of the estimated amount of USC, due for the tax year 2014, 
by reference to projected incomes for 2014, has been compiled and is set out in the table below. 

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the figure for total USC provided 
in the table is a projected estimate of the total USC liability in respect of the tax year 2014 and 
is not intended to correspond to the cash receipts expected to be collected in the correspond-
ing calendar year. Figures of cash receipts are subject to timing arrangements and can also be 
distorted by cash flow adjustments. 

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2011, adjusted as necessary for estimated income and employment trends in the interim. 

These are, therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

It should be noted that the numbers of income earners shown in the table counts a married 
couple who has elected or has been deemed to have elected for joint assessment as one tax unit,   
although USC is an individualised charge and as such the estimated liability is calculated on the 
basis of individual incomes. Income range values commence in the table at €10,036, which is 
the point of income at which liability to USC commences.

It should be noted that Gross Income is as defined in the Revenue Statistical Report 2011. 

Projected income distribution of USC payers in 2014

Range of Gross Income  
€

Number Amount of USC  
€

10,036 – 15,000 139,060 41,097,007
15,001 – 20,000 166,303 87,741,327
20,001 – 25,000 183,940 148,647,096
25,001 – 30,000 171,413 187,947,290
30,001 – 35,000 155,290 215,240,192
35,001 – 40,000 140,895 235,330,504
40,001 – 45,000 116,227 229,404,109
45,001 – 50,000 94,415 216,052,142
50,001 – 55,000 78,218 203,539,648
55,001 – 60,000 62,481 182,019,232
60,001 – 65,000 52,126 168,361,756
65,001 – 70,000 45,029 159,733,042
70,001 – 75,000 37,390 145,017,965
75,001 – 80,000 30,829 129,559,995
80,001 – 85,000 25,559 115,971,554
85,001 – 90,000 21,334 103,900,014
90,001 – 95,000 17,845 93,008,245
95,001 – 100,000 15,219 84,478,642
100,001 – 120,000 41,458 262,270,018
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Range of Gross Income  
€

Number Amount of USC  
€

120,001 – 140,000 22,315 172,009,680
140,001 – 160,000 12,689 115,244,530
160,001 – 180,000 8,355 87,421,173
180,001 – 200,000 5,622 66,289,398
200,001 – 250,000 8,128 114,085,545
250,001 – 300,000 4,459 77,737,516
300,001 – 350,000 2,680 55,541,952
350,001 – 400,000 1,675 40,409,810
400,001 – 450,000 1,108 30,238,253
450,001 – 500,000 787 24,344,035
500,001 – 750,000 2,036 80,068,423
750,001 – 1,000,000 703 39,399,770
1,000,001 – 2,000,000 597 52,504,778
Over 2,000,000 148 39,335,185
Overall Total 1,666,331 4,003,949,825

As previously indicated the necessary detailed basic data is not compiled in such a manner 
to enable expected receipts to be broken down by tax band.  I trust that the data broken down 
by income bands as shown will be of assistance to the Deputy. 

22/10/2013WRE02750Tax Collection

22/10/2013WRE02800140. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will review with the 
Revenue Commissioners if the long version of form IT38 for capital gains tax can only be 
paid online; if this is the case, if he will review the impact on non-ROS registered taxpayers, 
not all of whom might have computer access; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44430/13]

22/10/2013WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Form IT 38 is the statutory return on which beneficiaries declare any gifts or in-
heritances they receive for Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) purposes and it is assumed that this 
is the tax to which the Deputy is referring.  Chargeable gains for Capital Gains Tax purposes, 
on the other hand, may be returned on the Form CG1 or Form 11.  Depending on the circum-
stances of the case, CAT can be a complex tax.  The Commissioners advise me that there is a 
short form of IT 38 which may be submitted on line or in paper form, and this is used in the 
simpler straightforward cases for example where no relief/exemption/credit is claimed, apart 
from the small gift exemption or where the property included in the return was taken from only 
one disponer and is not part of a larger benefit or series of benefits. 

On the other hand where the circumstances of the gift or inheritance taken by a beneficiary 
are complicated by factors such as them claiming the more complex reliefs from CAT or, where 
the benefit they are taking is not an absolute interest, taxpayers are obliged to complete the 
long version of the Form IT 38 that must be filed online through the Revenue Online Service 
(ROS).  Because of the complexity, it is the Commissioners’ experience that these type of cases 
are generally handled by a solicitor or tax practitioner and in these circumstances filing online 
should not present any difficulty.
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In line with the Government’s policy on e-Government and e-payments, Revenue’s stated 
strategic objective is to establish the use of electronic channels as the normal way of providing 
services to taxpayers and this, it seems to me, is a reasonable approach.  Filing and paying taxes 
online is easier, more accurate, more efficient and taxpayers get more time to file.  

A taxpayer who is not using an agent such as a solicitor to handle the relevant gifts or in-
heritances and wishes to file the long form IT Form IT 38 themselves, will, I am advised find it 
much easier to do so on line than on paper.  The design of ROS ensures that the online form is 
simpler and quicker to complete. As information is entered, the system progressively custom-
ises the screens that have to be completed, thus minimising the number of screens and options 
presented.  In addition, ROS holds up-to-date rates of tax, indexed group threshold amounts and 
other key data that ensure the correct tax due is automatically calculated once certain details 
are input by the taxpayer.  Calculating the CAT liability on paper returns is significantly more 
difficult for taxpayers than using ROS as they have to enter the figures on the Return form and 
compute the liability themselves.

In addition, using the online IT 38 Return results in speedier processing by the Revenue 
Commissioners which in turn, in the case of inheritances, ensures that the administration of 
Estates are quicker, more efficient and less costly for the Estate and the ultimate beneficiaries.

The Deputy refers to people who may not be ROS registered or have no computer access. 
Registration can be arranged in such cases, and there is a dedicated ROS Helpdesk available at 
tel:1890201106. In the unlikely circumstances of a more complex case not being handled by a 
solicitor, the taxpayer can make a case to Revenue to be excluded from their obligation to pay 
and file electronically if Revenue is satisfied that the taxpayer does not have the capacity to do 
so.  A person who considers that he/she may qualify for an exclusion should apply in writing to 
the local Revenue district.

For this purpose, “capacity” means sufficient access to the Internet and, in the case of an 
individual, also means not prevented by reason of age, or mental or physical infirmity from 
making a specified return or paying any specified liabilities by electronic means.  Where Rev-
enue does not approve a request for exclusion, the taxpayer has a right to make a formal appeal 
to the Appeal Commissioners.

Finally, while the long form IT 38 must be filed electronically, the Revenue Commissioners 
confirm that taxpayers can pay their CAT liabilities either electronically through ROS or alter-
natively directly to the Collector General by cheque, for example.

22/10/2013WRE02950Tax Agreements

22/10/2013WRE03000141. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the pro-
posed Ireland-Taiwan double taxation agreement.  [44443/13]

22/10/2013WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As has been outlined to the House be-
fore by my colleagues in Government, Ireland, along with all EU partners, adheres to the “One 
China” policy and therefore does not have diplomatic relations with Taiwan, though this does 
not prevent the development of economic and trade relations.  Since Taiwan is not recognised 
as a State by Ireland we cannot enter into a legally enforceable agreement which would be 
governed by international law. However a number of other EU countries have negotiated com-
mercial agreements with Taiwan along the lines of Double Taxation Agreements. I can advise 
the Deputy that officials from my Department and their colleagues in the Revenue Commis-
sioners and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade have had discussions on possible ways to 
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progress this issue. 

My Department will shortly write to the Office of the Attorney General to seek their advice 
on the various legal issues that may arise.

22/10/2013WRE03150Property Taxation Collection

22/10/2013WRE03200142. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the reason the property tax 
is being withdrawn from the wages of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; in view 
of the fact that they are living in a listed unfinished estate; and if he will expedite a refund.  
[44462/13]

22/10/2013WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The properties in unfinished estates 
which are exempt from Local Property Tax (LPT) are set out in the Finance (Local Property 
Tax) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 91 of 2013) made by the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the information 
in the regulations did not make it possible to accurately identify the relevant properties.   I am 
further advised that the difficulties in the case referred to by the Deputy occurred because the 
person in question failed to make contact with Revenue on foot of either the original issue of the 
LPT 1 Return in March 2013 or the subsequent reminder in August 2013.  The August reminder 
specifically advised the person of the imminent commencement of mandatory deduction at 
source from his income if he did not complete the LPT 1 Return and indicate either a payment 
option or an entitlement to deferral or exemption.  Because the person still did not engage with 
Revenue, an instruction issued to his employer to commence deductions.

The Deputy will be aware that Revenue conducted a comprehensive communications pro-
gramme at the commencement of the LPT, which clearly outlined the obligations on property 
owners to file their LPT 1 Return and confirm either their liability to the tax or their entitlement 
to relief or exemption from it.  Revenue stated it would seek to collect the estimated amount, 
which was included with the LPT 1 Return, in circumstances of non-payment or non-engage-
ment.  Revenue also confirmed that it would deploy its various enforcement options, including 
mandatory deduction from a defaulting person’s income, where it was necessary to do so to 
secure payment. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that Revenue has now received a completed LPT 1 Return in 
respect of the property in question claiming exemption on the basis of a ‘listed’ unfinished es-
tate.  On the basis of the information supplied, Revenue has issued instructions to the person’s 
employer to cease the mandatory deductions.  Revenue has also confirmed that it will shortly 
make direct contact with the person in question to arrange a refund of the monies deducted.

22/10/2013WRE03350Revenue Commissioners Resources

22/10/2013WRE03400143. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the number 
of dogs in the Revenue Commissioners dog unit; when this unit was last increased; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44532/13]

22/10/2013WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that their enforcement and intelligence teams currently deploy 13 detector dog teams 
at strategic locations throughout the country. Each team comprises a detector dog and handler, 
and the dogs are used in the detection of drugs, tobacco and cash.  While the detector dog teams 
are deployed primarily within their regions of assignment, they are also available for deploy-
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ment elsewhere, as required. Revenue also ensures that the teams maintain a high visibility at 
the ports, airports, postal depots and freight forwarders’ premises in which they routinely op-
erate. In addition, the teams assist in operations carried out by An Garda Síochána, whenever 
requested to do so.

The experience of the Revenue Commissioners is that detector dog teams play an important 
part in detecting illicit drugs and tobacco and the illegal movement of cash.  The number of 
teams was increased substantially in recent years. Arrangements are currently in train for the 
replacement of two detector dogs that were taken out of service this year, and for the acquisition 
of two further dogs that will be trained to detect tobacco and cash. This will bring the number of 
detector dog teams to 17, and the Revenue Commissioners consider that that complement will 
provide the requisite support for their work in detecting and seizing illegal drugs and tobacco 
products and cash. The position will, however, be kept under review on an ongoing basis, in 
light of emerging circumstances and requirements. 

22/10/2013WRE03550Tax Reliefs Application

22/10/2013WRE03600144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will reintroduce tax deduc-
tions for charitable donations made by the self-employed. [44545/13]

22/10/2013WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Changes were made to the scheme of 
tax relief for donations to approved bodies in Finance Act 2013 as follows:

- Donations from all individual donors under the scheme are treated in the same manner, 
with the tax relief in all cases being repaid to the charity.

- A blended rate of relief of 31% applies to all taxpayers regardless of their marginal tax 
rate. All donations are grossed up as is currently done for donations from individuals within the 
PAYE collection system.

- The charitable donations scheme has been removed from the scope of the high earners’ 
restriction in recognition of the fact that donors will no longer benefit from the tax relief associ-
ated with their donations.

- An annual donation limit of €1 million per individual, for which a refund of income tax can 
be claimed by approved bodies, has been applied.

These changes were made following a process of engagement between officials at the De-
partment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners with representatives of the charities sec-
tor from the Irish Charities Tax Reform Group (ICTR). 

The objectives of that process were threefold: (i) to simplify the operation of the regime, 
(ii) to reduce the administrative overheads on charities and on the Revenue Commissioners 
incurred in the operation of the scheme, and (iii) to ensure that any change would be Revenue 
neutral from the Exchequer perspective. The proposals for the changes were also recommended 
in the Report of the Forum on Philanthropy and Fundraising.

It is worth noting that PAYE-only taxpayers were never able to claim tax relief for donations 
made.  I have no plans to reverse any of the changes made in the recent Finance Act in relation 
to the donations scheme.

22/10/2013WRE03750Pension Provisions
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22/10/2013WRE03800145. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a 
pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44584/13]

22/10/2013WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy’s question re-
lates to an individual with an Approved Minimum Retirement Fund (AMRF) who wants to have 
access to the fund.  AMRFs are part of the Approved Retirement Fund (ARF) regime introduced 
in 1999.  The ARF regime gives a considerable degree of control, flexibility and personal choice 
to individuals in Defined Contribution pension arrangements in relation to the drawing down of 
benefits from their pension plans.  These choices include the options to purchase an annuity, to 
receive the balance of the pension fund in cash (subject to tax, as appropriate), to invest in an 
approved retirement fund (ARF) or an Approved Minimum Retirement Fund (AMRF), subject 
to certain conditions. 

Under the regime, the options to:

- invest in an ARF, or

- receive the balance of the pension fund in cash (subject to tax, as appropriate)

are subject to conditions.  The conditions include the requirements that the individual be 
over 75 years of age or, if younger, that the individual has a guaranteed level of pension income 
(specified income) actually in payment for life at the time the option to effect the ARF or cash 
option is exercised. Finance Act 2011 increased the guaranteed level of pension income required 
from the previous fixed amount of €12,700 introduced in 1999, to a variable amount equal to 
1.5 times the maximum annual rate of the State Pension (Contributory) bringing the “specified 
income” requirement to €18,000 per annum. In Finance Act 2013, I rescinded this increase and 
reinstated the original lower specified income requirement of €12,700 on the grounds that the 
Finance Act 2011 change did not provide for adequate transitional arrangements to allow indi-
viduals to adjust to the increased pension income requirement. 

Where the specified income requirement of €12,700 per annum is met by an AMRF owner 
at any time after retirement and before age 75, the AMRF automatically becomes an ARF with 
full access to the funds, subject to taxation as appropriate. It should also be borne in mind that 
(irrespective of the level of guaranteed pension income) an AMRF owner can access the funds 
in an AMRF at any time for the purpose of purchasing a pension annuity.

22/10/2013WRF00150Revenue Commissioners Investigations

22/10/2013WRF00200146. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in a tabular 
manner, on a county by county basis, the number of occasions a Revenue Commissioner’s 
sheriff seized goods each month in 2011 and 2012 and to the end of September 2013, the value 
of each of these seizures, monies recouped from sale of good seized or subsequent settlements 
in relation to the specific seizures and his views on the operation of Revenue sheriffs generally; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44623/13]

22/10/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): By way of general comment, Revenue’s 
primary goal is to maximise compliance with Tax and Customs legislation and in this regard is 
fully focused on securing the taxes and duties due to the Exchequer on a timely basis.  Notwith-
standing the current difficult financial environment, Revenue expects businesses to have a clear 
focus on maintaining payment compliance and on meeting their obligations in full and on time.  
Where late or non-compliance occurs, Revenue will always try to resolve the issues through en-
gagement with the business or taxpayer in advance of deploying enforcement sanctions.  How-
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ever, where that engagement fails or is not forthcoming then Revenue will utilise appropriate 
collection enforcement measures, including referral to Sheriffs, to pursue outstanding tax debts.

Revenue has confirmed to me that Sheriffs are Officers of the Court, under Section 12 of 
the Court Officers Act, 1945.  Their debt collection activities, including seizure procedures, are 
generally covered by the Enforcement of Court Orders Act, 1926, (as amended) and the execu-
tion of Revenue warrants by Sheriffs is specifically provided for in Section 962 of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act, 1997, (as amended).  Sheriffs are answerable before the Courts for any 
breach of the civil debt collection code and are not directly accountable to Revenue in relation 
to their operational activities.  For this reason Revenue does not collate specific data on seizures 
and is not in a position to provide the tabular data requested by the Deputy.

However, I am advised that Revenue understands that Sheriffs only undertake seizures in 
a very small minority of cases and only after the defaulting taxpayer has not engaged with 
requests for payment.  Finally Revenue has informed me that the Sheriffs operate a Code of 
Practice in relation to their tax collection enforcement activities.  The Code includes a com-
plaints procedure that assists taxpayers in resolving disputes with Sheriffs without the necessity 
of initiating Court proceedings.  The Code is not a substitution for a persons legal entitlement 
and its use does not prevent a person from applying to the Courts should they subsequently feel 
it is necessary to do so.

A copy of the Code is attached for the Deputy’s information.

Sheriff’s Code of Practice 

The following is the Code of Practice operated by the Sheriff’s Office in relation to dealings 
with taxpayers: 

1. The Sheriff will:

- Treat every taxpayer with courtesy;

- Where practicable, notify the taxpayer in writing of the lodgement of a certificate in the 
Sheriff’s Office;

- Where requested, explain to the taxpayer the purpose of the visit of the Sheriff, Bailiff or 
other staff;

- When goods are seized, issue as soon as possible, a written inventory to the taxpayer;

- Furnish the taxpayer with a receipt for monies paid;

- Furnish the taxpayer with an account of the proceeds of the sale of any goods seized.

 2. In return the Sheriff expects that the Taxpayer will:

  - Pay liabilities to the Sheriff on demand;

  - Be prompt in his/her dealings with the Sheriff’s office;

  - Treat the Sheriff and his staff with courtesy.

3. Complaints:

  - If the taxpayer feels aggrieved at the way in which his/her case is handled, complain in 
writing to the Sheriff’s office;
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  - The Sheriff shall investigate any such complaint and respond as promptly as is practicable 
in the circumstances;

  - Should the taxpayer remain aggrieved at the Sheriff’s response, he/she may refer the com-
plaint to the Revenue Commissioners in writing. The Revenue Commissioners will examine 
any such complaint and may request that the Sheriff undertake a review.

  - Should the taxpayer remain aggrieved at the outcome of the Sheriff’s review, the com-
plaint may at his/her request be referred to the Joint Standing Committee (JSC) of the Revenue 
Commissioners and the Sheriffs’ Association. The JSC will review the issue(s)by means of an 
examination of all the relevant correspondence and documentation. [The JSC is made up of an 
equal number of representatives from the Revenue Commissioners and the Sheriffs Associa-
tion, with a neutral Chairman.]

  - Where a complaint involves an allegation of criminal behaviour against a sheriff, his 
agents, or staff, then the Joint Standing Committee shall decline to deal with it.

  - The referral of any matter to the Joint Standing Committee is not in any way to be taken 
as a diminution or a substitution for a taxpayer’s common law rights, which are not interfered 
with by availing of the said process.

22/10/2013WRF00350Tax Reliefs Availability

22/10/2013WRF00400147. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the cap on the 
amount of premium on which tax relief is available on medical insurance introduced in the 
budget 2014, the saving to the Exchequer from same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44635/13]

22/10/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): An upper ceiling on the amount of med-
ical insurance premiums that will qualify for tax relief, of €1,000 per adult and €500 per child 
was introduced in the Budget.  The yield from this measure is estimated at €94 million in 2014 
and €127 million in a full year. This information is available, along with all other Budget mea-
sures, on the website at www.budget.gov.ie.

22/10/2013WRF00550Tobacco Smuggling

22/10/2013WRF00600148. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance the work that he and the Revenue 
Commissioners are doing to address the availability of illicit tobacco here; if he and the Rev-
enue Commissioners have engaged with Northern Ireland customs on this matter; the cost to the 
State in 2011, 2012, and to date in 2013 of illicit tobacco trade; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44638/13]

22/10/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who are responsible for the collection of Tobacco Products Tax and for tackling the 
smuggling and sale of illicit tobacco products, that they view this criminal activity as a very 
serious matter.  Accordingly, combating the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, 
a high priority for them.  Revenue’s “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-
2013)” includes a wide range of measure that are designed to identify and target those engaged 
in the supply or sale of illicit tobacco products, with a view to seizing the illicit products and 
prosecuting those responsible.  This multi-faceted strategy includes ongoing analysis of the 
nature and extent of the problem, developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and 
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third country basis, ongoing review of operational policies, the use of analytics and detection 
technologies, and ensuring the optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation 
and within the country.

Interception at the point of importation is achieved through a combination of risk analysis, 
profiling, intelligence, and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and postal packages.  Rev-
enue enforcement officers also target this illicit trade at the post-importation level by carrying 
out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and private and 
commercial premises.  Revenue and An Garda Síochána also carry out regular multi-agency op-
erations, particularly in relation to large maritime importations and in checks at inland markets.

There is extensive cooperation between Revenue and An Garda Síochána in combating the 
illicit trade.  In addition, the relevant agencies in the State work closely with their counterparts 
in Northern Ireland, including Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs and the PSNI, through a 
cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to target the organised crime groups that are re-
sponsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market.

I am assured by the Revenue Commissioners that they are committed to maintaining their 
extensive programme of action against all stages of the supply chain for illicit tobacco products, 
and that they will continue to make every effort to ensure that those involved in the illicit trade 
are brought to account before the Courts for their criminal activities.  Determining the scale of 
any illegal activity, and the tax loss that it causes, is problematic, and estimates of such loss 
need to be approached with caution.  Surveys on the incidence of the consumption of illicit cig-
arettes carried out in 2011 and 2012, for the Revenue Commissioners and the Health Services 
Executive, indicate losses of the order of €258 million and €240 million, in Tobacco Products 
Tax and VAT, in those years.  A similar survey will be undertaken shortly and it is anticipated 
that the results will be available in the first quarter of next year.

22/10/2013WRF00750EU VAT Rules

22/10/2013WRF00800149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a transition period until 
2018 will apply for companies that currently pay VAT in the UK and other jurisdictions under 
EU VAT rules on the cross border supply of services to private individuals and business cus-
tomers that expire in 2015; the basis for the transition period; and the expected increase in VAT 
receipts to the Exchequer following the expiry of the EU VAT rules. [44641/13]

22/10/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that at present the place of supply of telecommunications services, broadcasting services 
or electronic services to private individuals is the place where the supplier is established.  From 
2015, the supply of these services to private individuals will be taxed by reference to where the 
customers are located.  The supplier would normally be obliged to register and pay VAT in all 
the Member States of their customers but, in order to reduce costs for business, a Mini One Stop 
Shop (MOSS) will be introduced that offers an alternative simplified process for charging and 
remitting VAT to the appropriate Member States.  Under this regime, a supplier who has a place 
of supply or a fixed establishment in, say, Ireland, may register for VAT in Ireland and use the 
MOSS system to make a single return setting out his or her supplies to private individuals in 
other Member States.  There is no transitional period for businesses involved in these supplies; 
the new legislation will apply from 1st January 2015.  Member States will be allowed to retain 
a percentage of the VAT payments made through their MOSS system during the period 2015-
2018.  The retention percentage will be 30% of the VAT payments to be transferred to other 
Member States for 2015 and 2016, and 15% for 2017 and 2018.
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Under the new regime Ireland will receive VAT revenues from supplies of telecommunica-
tions services, broadcasting services or electronic services to private individuals in the State 
from suppliers established in other Member States.  On the other hand, Ireland will lose VAT 
revenues on similar supplies to private individuals in other Member States made by businesses 
established in the State.  It is not possible to estimate the additional VAT revenues that will 
be collected in the State on the basis of the new regime.  However, as the new regime will 
eliminate the existing incentive for businesses engaged in these supplies to establish in Member 
States with lower VAT rates, the effect is likely to be positive.

Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 134.

22/10/2013WRF01050Living City Initiative

22/10/2013WRF01100151. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the Living City 
Initiative introduced in the budget 2013 initially covering Limerick and Waterford cities, the 
uptake of this initiative since it was launched; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44645/13]

22/10/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Living City Initiative was an-
nounced as part of Finance Bill 2013.  I stated at the time that the proposed scheme would be 
subject to a full ex-ante cost benefit analysis and would require State Aid approval from the 
European Commission.  The cost benefit analysis was recently presented to my Department and 
has been published on the Department’s website.  On foot of the recommendations contained 
in this independent report, I made an announcement in my 2014 Budget Statement that I was 
proposing to extend the Initiative to include designated areas of four other cities.  Certain other 
technical amendments would also be proposed in the forthcoming Finance Bill.

Following the receipt of the report, an application for EU State Aid approval will be submit-
ted shortly to the European Commission and the evidence presented in the cost benefit analysis 
will form part of this application.  The Initiative cannot be commenced until EU State Aid ap-
proval is received and so there are no numbers on uptake to report.

22/10/2013WRF01250Tax Credits

22/10/2013WRF01300152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
will lose access to the lone parent tax credit as a result of changes announced in the budget 
2014; if it will be possible for two parent to split the credit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44663/13]

22/10/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that the One-Parent 
Family Tax Credit is being replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit from 1 
January 2014.  The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit will be of the same value, i.e. €1,650, 
as the existing One-Parent Family Tax Credit and will also carry the same entitlement to the 
extended standard rate tax band of €36,800 per annum.  The new credit will be targeted such 
that it is available only to the primary carer of the child.  A maximum of one credit will be avail-
able per single carer/claimant, regardless of whether he or she cares for more than one child and 
there will be no facility to apportion the credit between parents.  I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that based on the most up to date data it is estimated that up to 15,400 individu-
als may be affected by the restriction of the restructured credit to the principal carer.  However, 
ultimately it will depend on the circumstances of each individual carer.
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22/10/2013WRF01450Budget 2014

22/10/2013WRF01500153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down in summary form of the €2.5 billion adjustment in budget 2014; also specify the addi-
tional measures of €600 million bringing the overall correction to €3.1 billion. [44688/13]

22/10/2013WRF01600164. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of note 3 of C14 of the budget documentation which states €0.6 billion of the bud-
getary adjustment comes from additional resources and savings elsewhere; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44829/13]

22/10/2013WRF01700165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if all the €3.1 billion ad-
justment mentioned in note 3 page C14 of the budget documentation will impact on the general 
Government deficit in 2014; or if some measures are non-recurring and therefore will not im-
pact the general Government deficit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44830/13]

22/10/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 153, 
164 and 165 together.

As I outlined in my Budget Day speech, in order to achieve a deficit of 4.8% of GDP, a total 
adjustment package of the region €3.1bn was necessary.  This comprised €2.5bn in expenditure 
cuts and tax increases complemented with additional resources/other savings of €0.6bn.  A sum-
mary table of the adjustment package is outlined as follows.

- €bn
Expenditure measures 1.6
Current expenditure measures 1.4
Increase in savings from Prior Year Mea-
sures

0.1

Capital expenditure measures 0.1
Taxation measures 0.9
Net new measures 0.4
Revenue carryover 0.5
Other 0.6
Total Adjustment Package 3.1

 Additional detail on what encompasses the other elements on the adjustment package was 
requested.  Firstly, the NTMA Budget debt service estimate for 2014 is lower than the cor-
responding April SPU estimate, of the order €0.2bn, due to an improvement in the interest 
rate environment generally and lower than previously planned bond issuance.  Turning to the 
Central Bank income, during the summer, the Central Bank provided an estimate of the 2013 
surplus income to be paid to the Central Fund in 2014 based on results to that date and projec-
tions for the remainder of the year.  The Central Bank revised this estimate upwards by €0.1bn 
in September, in light of actual results for the first nine months and the consequent revisions or 
projections for the remaining three months of 2013.  In terms of savings from the Live Regis-
ter, the numbers in work rose by 33,800 in the year to the second quarter of 2013 and the Live 
Register at the end of quarter 3 2013 was down by just over 20,000 when compared to the same 
period last year.  On foot of this recovering labour market, live register savings have exceeded 
those previously expected or the order €0.15bn.  Finally, the remaining €0.15bn arises from a 
number of other factors mainly connected with state asset transactions.

Complementing tax and expenditure measures with additional resources and other savings, 
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some of which may be once off, is consistent with the composition of previous adjustments 
published in the National Recovery Plan/Budget 2011 and the contribution of additional divi-
dends outlined in Budget 2013.  All of the €3.1bn adjustment announced in Budget 2014, as set 
out in the table above, will impact the general government deficit for 2014.

22/10/2013WRF01850Tax Collection

22/10/2013WRF01900154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the annual increases in the retail price of the most popular price category of 20 filter 
tipped cigarettes since 2007; to include the pre budget retail price; the budget tax increase; the 
trade increase and the tax element of the trade increase; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44691/13]

22/10/2013WRF01975Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the annual increases in the retail price of the most popular price category of 20 filter 
tipped cigarettes since 2007, together with the requested breakdown, are shown in the table.  
Please note that all figures are shown in cents.

-  - Budget Trade Excise Excise Total Vat Total Trade
 - MPPC Increase Increase Specific Ad Va-

lorem
Excise Content Tax Content

2006  705.0  -  -  302.7  125.3  428.1 122.4  550.4  154.6 
2007  -  - 10.0 0.0  1.8 1.8 1.7   3.5   6.5 
 -  715.0  -  -  302.7  127.1  429.9 124.1   554.0  161.0 
05-Dec-07  -  30.0  -  19.2  5.6  24.8  5.2   30.0  -
 -  745.0  -  -  321.1  133.5  454.6 129.3  583.9  161.1 
2008  -  - 10.0 0.0  1.8 1.8 1.7  3.5  6.5 
 -  755.0  -  -  321.1  135.3  456.4 131.0  587.5 167.5 
14-Oct-08  - 50.0  -  32.0   9.3 41.3  8.7  50.0  -
 -  805.0  -  -  350.6  147.2 497.8 139.7  637.5 167.5 
01-Dec-08  -  2.7  - 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7  2.7 -
 -  807.7  -  -  350.6  147.6  498.2 142.9  641.2 166.5 
 -  -  -  2.3 0.0  0.4  0.4  0.4  0.8 1.5 
 -  810.0  -  -  350.6  148.1  498.7 143.3  642.0 168.0 
07-Apr-09  - 25.0  -  15.9   4.6  20.6  4.4  25.0  -
 -  835.0  -  -  366.8  152.4  519.2  147.8  667.0 168.0 
2009  -  -  10.0 0.0  1.8 1.8  1.8  3.6  6.4 
 -  845.0  -  -  366.8  154.2  521.1  149.5  670.6 174.4 
01-Jan-10  - 3.5  - 0.0 0.0 0.0  3.5  3.5  -
 -  841.5  -  -  366.8 153.6  520.4 146.0  666.5 175.1 
2010  -  -  13.5 0.0   2.5   2.5  2.3   4.8  8.7 
 -  855.0  -  -  366.8 156.0  522.9 148.4  671.3 183.7 
2011  -  -  10.0 0.0 1.8  1.8 1.7   3.6  6.4 
 -  865.0  -  -  366.8 157.9  524.7 150.1   674.8 190.2 
06-Dec-11  - 25.0  -  16.2  4.5  20.7  4.3   25.0 -
 -  890.0  -  -  384.9  160.5  545.3 154.5  699.8 190.2 
01-Jan-12  910.0 19.3  0.7  384.9 164.1  549.0 170.2   719.1 190.9 
01-May-12  910.0  -  -  466.2  82.3  548.5 170.2  718.6 191.4 
 -  -  -  10.0 0.0  0.9   0.9 1.9   2.8  7.2 
 -  920.0  -  -  466.2  83.2  549.4 172.0   721.4 198.6 
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-  - Budget Trade Excise Excise Total Vat Total Trade
 - MPPC Increase Increase Specific Ad Va-

lorem
Excise Content Tax Content

06-Dec-12  - 10.0  -  7.2  0.9   8.1 1.9  10.0  -
 -  930.0  -  -  475.4  82.1  557.5 173.9   731.4 198.6 
2013  -  -  10.0 0.0  0.9  0.9 1.9   2.8  7.2 
 -  940.0  -  -  475.4  83.0   558.4 175.8  734.2  205.8 
15-Oct-13  - 10.0  -  7.3  0.9   8.1 1.9  10.0 -
 -  950.0  -  -  483.7  82.8  566.5 177.6   744.1  205.9 

22/10/2013WRF02050Tobacco Industry Issues

22/10/2013WRF02100155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form the retail price of each cigarette brand sold here from the end of each quarter from 2008 
onwards.  [44692/13]

22/10/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that under the provisions of Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 they 
have a statutory obligation to treat all taxpayer information confidentially.  Consequently, they 
are precluded from providing the information requested by the Deputy.  However, under sub-
section (8)(d) of the section, Revenue may disclose taxpayer information with the consent of 
the taxpayer.  Revenue will contact the three companies who supply cigarettes to retailers and 
if these companies consent to the release of the information it will be forwarded to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRF02250NAMA Portfolio Issues

22/10/2013WRF02300156. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 137 of 8 October 2013, if he will provide a link to the URL page on the National 
Asset Management Agency website, www.nama.ie, where a list of all receiver-controlled prop-
erties is available and searchable by county and area, including by Dublin postcode; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44705/13]

22/10/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Further to Parliamentary Question No. 
137 of 8 October 2013, NAMA has informed me that the link to NAMA’s enforced properties 
website listing is http://www.nama.ie/about-our-work/properties-enforced/.

22/10/2013WRF02450NAMA Operations

22/10/2013WRF02500157. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the 
National Asset Management Agency and the statutory receivers appointed by it are fully com-
pliant with procurement law in the manner in which NAMA or the statutory receivers procure 
contractors, advisers and other service providers for building projects; and the way the procure-
ment process functions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44721/13]

22/10/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA, as with other lenders, does not 
procure or manage contracts for contractors, advisors and other service providers on building 
projects in respect of properties securing its loans.  The procurement and management of such 
contracts is a matter for the owner of the related land or property or, if one is in place, the Re-
ceiver.  NAMA requires that its debtors and receivers ensure value for money in procuring this 
work.  Where NAMA directly procures goods and services, it is subject to the rules of public 
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procurement and the related tenders are advertised on NAMA’s website, www.nama.ie and 
where applicable, the public procurement website, www.etenders.gov.ie.

22/10/2013WRF02650Pension Provisions

22/10/2013WRF02700158. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is targeting 
in 2014 to give effect to the commitment in the programme for Government to cap taxpayers’ 
subsidies for pension schemes which deliver pension income of more than €60,000; the total 
saving that will be made in 2014 in implementing this policy with a breakdown of the saving 
for each measure; the way these measures will be implemented in respect of new and existing 
pension contributors and to those contributors in compulsory pension schemes where they have 
already accrued a guaranteed pension in excess of €60,000.  [44737/13]

22/10/2013WRF02800161. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an estimate of 
the yield in 2014 and in a full year of the measures announced in budget 2014 in respect of pen-
sion contributions, pension pot size and so on with a breakdown for each measure.  [44788/13]

22/10/2013WRF02900162. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that will be 
raised from changes to the standard fund threshold and the change from the current single valu-
ation factor of 20 used to value defined benefit pension entitlements to a range of higher factors 
the multiplies applied to defined benefit pension payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44827/13]

22/10/2013WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 158, 
161 and 162 together.

They all relate to the same issue.  As I announced in my Budget 2014 speech last week, the 
changes I am introducing to deliver on the commitment I made in Budget 2013 in the supple-
mentary pensions area involve a reduction from 1 January 2014 in the value of the maximum 
allowable pension fund at retirement for tax purposes (the Standard Fund Threshold - SFT) 
from €2.3 million to €2 million and an increase from the current single factor of 20 used to 
value Defined Benefit pensions for SFT purposes to a range of higher factors varying with the 
age at which the pension is drawn down.  This latter change will place a higher capital value for 
SFT purposes on Defined Benefit pension entitlements accrued after 1 January 2014 and drawn 
down at retirement.  The use of a range of capitalisation factors will improve the equity of the 
SFT regime as between Defined Contribution and Defined Benefit pension arrangements and 
between those retiring at earlier ages and those retiring at older ages.

The yield from the changes being made to the SFT regime is estimated at €120 million in 
2014 and in a full year.  It is not possible to differentiate the estimated yield between the impact 
of the reduced SFT and the change to the valuation factors.

In line with legal advices, the changes to the SFT and the use of higher valuation factors will 
apply prospectively from 1 January 2014.  Members of pension schemes and individuals with 
pension savings whose pension entitlements or savings have a value on 1 January 2014 above 
the reduced SFT of €2 million and up to the value of the current SFT of €2.3 million may (as on 
the occasions when the SFT was first introduced and subsequently reduced) protect the capital 
value of those rights by submitting a claim for a Personal Fund Threshold (PFT) to the Revenue 
Commissioners.  Revised arrangements for making a PFT notification to Revenue are being 
provided for in the forthcoming Finance Bill. Pension rights arising under Defined Benefit ar-
rangements have to be valued on 1 January 2014 for PFT purposes using the current standard 
valuation factor of 20.  In the case of rights arising under Defined Contribution arrangements, 
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the capital value for PFT purposes remains, as before, the value of the assets in the arrangement 
that represent the member’s accumulated rights on that date i.e. the value of the fund on that 
date.

The valuation factor to be used for establishing the capital value of an individual’s Defined 
Benefit pension rights at the point of retirement, where this takes place after 1 January 2014, 
is being changed from the current standard factor of 20 to a higher age–related factor that will 
vary with the individual’s age at the point at which the pension rights are drawn down.  The 
age–related factors are set out in a table on page B.24 of the Budget booklet and range from 37 
for Defined Benefit pension rights drawn down at age 50 or under, to a factor of 22 where they 
are drawn down at age 70 or over.  Full details of the changes being introduced will be included 
in the Finance Bill which is being published on 24 October.

22/10/2013WRF03050Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRF03100159. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the 
full year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the expenditure 
report 2014 as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013. [44746/13]

22/10/2013WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance’s budget 
and staffing allocation reflects ongoing ambitious objectives and goals, across a broad spectrum 
of economic, fiscal, financial and international policies, set out in its Statement of Strategy.  
This is particularly important as we target an exit from the EU/IMF programme of support 
and the Government has recognised this in the ECF numbers and resources allocated to the 
Department.  Notwithstanding this, my Department has achieved considerable economies in a 
number of areas through, for example, the abolition of payable orders, efficiencies in accommo-
dation footprint, and process improvement efficiencies.  The full extent of these efficiencies is 
not immediately obvious because the Department has taken-on additional clients in the shared 
services area (these services are not recharged to the clients) and premises lease savings will 
accrue to the Office of Public Works vote.

During the course of 2014 my Department will incur once-off funding costs in relation to a 
number of policy areas, including the Government approved National Payments Plan project.  
We have also included an estimate for legal fees related to actions linked to the banking sector.  
These additional costs exceed the various cost savings expected to be achieved in 2014 relating 
to improved work practices.

22/10/2013WRF03250VAT Rate Application

22/10/2013WRF03300160. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if it is true that it is intended 
to apply a rate of 23% VAT to health supplements such as protein; if the measures will be im-
mediately reversed, in view of the health benefits that accrue from person’s living healthier 
lifestyles and having healthier diets; if he will explain the rationale for this measure [44764/13]

22/10/2013WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 23% applies to the supply of health 
supplements, including protein.  The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the require-
ments of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  A change in VAT rates must be 
in compliance with the EU VAT Directive.  The VAT Directive generally provides that supplies 
of goods and services be chargeable to VAT at the standard rate but that lower rates are per-
mitted in very limited circumstances.  Food products can only benefit from the zero rating in 
accordance with Article 110 of the VAT Directive which permits the retention of the zero rate 
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for “clearly defined social reasons” where the products were liable to VAT at the zero rate on 
1 January 1991.  This does not apply in the case of the health supplements referred to by the 
Deputy, and as such it is not possible to introduce a zero rate on these products.

  Questions Nos. 161 and 162 answered with Question No. 158.

22/10/2013WRF03550Budget 2014

22/10/2013WRF03600163. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 89 of 20 December 2012, the reason the carry forward in the 2014 budget docu-
mentation is €530 million, note 3 page C14, and not €600 million; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44828/13]

22/10/2013WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to the answer pro-
vided to his question on 2nd October (Parliamentary Question  No. 101) where I stated that 
taxation provisions included in the Finance Act 2013 and the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 in relation to measures set out in Budget 2013 will result in estimated carryover of around 
€300 million in 2014.  In addition I referred to carryover from changes to PRSI and set out the 
results, as requested, in tabular form. In total therefore, the estimated carryover was €353 mil-
lion.  There were some minor revisions to these figures in Budget 2014 but the most significant 
changes impacting the carry forward figure are set out below.  Budget 2014 contains a revised 
estimate of €300 million for carry forward from the Local Property Tax, an increase of €50 mil-
lion on the previous estimate.

Furthermore, as outlined in my reply of 2nd October, these figures did not include any 
estimate of the yield from changes to the maximum allowable pension fund at retirement for 
tax purposes (the Standard Fund Threshold -SFT) which were to be introduced in 2014, as an-
nounced in Budget 2013.  The details of how this measure is to be implemented are set out in 
Annex B in the Budget 2014 booklet.  The current estimate of the yield from this measure an-
nounced in Budget 2014 is around €120 million.  All told, the latest estimate of carry forward 
measures first announced in Budget 2013 amount to around €530 million. 

Questions Nos. 164 and 165 answered with Question No. 153.

22/10/2013WRG00250Tax Reliefs Application

22/10/2013WRG00300166. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance how the new tax arrangements 
in respect of persons with medical insurance, as announced in budget 2014, will work in prac-
tice, with an example of the impact on a family paying a premium just below the new tax relief 
cap, an example of the impact on a family paying slightly above the new tax relief cap, and an 
example of a family paying a premium well in excess of the new tax relief cap.  [44888/13]

22/10/2013WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that from 16 October 
2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums will be restricted to the first €1,000 per adult 
and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these ceiling 
will no longer qualify for tax relief.  The new ceilings will ensure continuing support via the tax 
system for those who purchase standard policies, while reducing Exchequer exposure to more 
expensive policies.

The examples below demonstrate how the new upper ceilings on the amount of medical 
insurance premiums that will qualify for tax relief will work.



22 October 2013

167

Example 1 

John and Mary are married with two children.  Barry and Denise who are aged 9 and 11 
years.  They have medical insurance cover and pay gross premiums of €2,600 in 2013 and 2014 
before tax relief at source is applied.  The breakdown of the medical insurance premiums is as 
follows: €900 per adult and €400 per child = €2,600 total medical insurance cost before tax 
relief at source is applied. 

2013 €
Cost of medical insurance cover:       
 

€2,600 

Less tax relief at source (€2,600@20%) = (€520)
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax relief at source: €2,080 

2014 €
Cost of medical insurance cover: €2,600 
Less tax relief at source (€2,600@20%) = (€520) 
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax relief at source: €2,080 

This family will see no change in the cost of their medical insurance premium as a result of 
Budget 2014.

Example 2 

Paul and Sinead are married with two children.  Gary and Kate who are aged 7 and 9 years.  
They have medical insurance cover and pay gross premiums of €3,400 in 2013 and 2014 before 
tax relief at source is applied.  The breakdown of the medical insurance premiums is as follows: 
€1,100 per adult and €600 per child = €3,400 total medical insurance cost before tax relief at 
source is applied.

2013 €
Cost of medical insurance cover: €3,400
Less tax relief at source (€3,400@20%) = (€680) 
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax relief at source: €2,720

2014 €
Cost of medical insurance cover €3,400
Less tax relief at source (€3,000 @20%) = (€600)
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax relief at source: €2,800 

This family will pay an additional €80 towards their medical insurance cover as a result of 
Budget 2014.

Example 3 

Gerry and Clare are married with two children. Paul and Laurna who are aged 5 and 7 years.  
They have medical insurance cover and pay gross premiums of €6,000 in 2013 and 2014 before 
tax relief at source is applied.  The breakdown of the medical insurance premiums is as follows: 
€2,000 per adult and €1,000 per child = €6,000 total medical insurance cost before tax relief at 
source is applied.
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2013 €
Cost of medical insurance cover: €6,000
Less tax relief at source (€6,000@20%) = (€1,200)
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax 
relief at source:

€4,800  

2014 €
Cost of medical insurance cover: €6,000
Less tax relief at source (€3,000 @20%) = (€600)
Cost of medical insurance cover after tax 
relief at source:

€5,400

This family will pay an additional €600 towards their medical insurance cover as a result of 
Budget 2014.

 Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 128.

22/10/2013WRG00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

22/10/2013WRG00600168. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
special needs assistance has been capped (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44461/13]

22/10/2013WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to firstly advise the 
Deputy that the level of resources being devoted to supporting children with Special Educa-
tional Needs has been maintained at €1.3 billion this year.  This includes provision for 10,575 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) for allocation in the 2013/14 school year.  The Deputy will be 
aware that the previous Government, as part of the Programme for National Recovery, intro-
duced a cap on the number of Special Needs Assistants.  This figure was set at 10,575 posts and 
has remained in place since the 2011/12 school year.  The National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organis-
ers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports 
including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, to support children with special educational 
needs.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of 
such supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.  The NCSE has notified 
schools of their SNA allocation for 2013/14, based on the number of valid applications received 
and the extent of the care needs of qualifying children.   It is important to note that the level of 
SNAs required to support children with special educational needs changes from year to year in 
line with the enrolment of different children with different care needs.  The care needs of indi-
vidual children can also change from year to year.  The NCSE takes these factors into account 
when allocating SNAs to schools.  To date the NCSE has allocated 10,490 WTE SNA posts to 
schools.  Every child who meets the criteria for access to SNA support in the current school year 
is in receipt of this support.  The remaining 85 posts are available for allocation throughout the 
school year for new assessments of disability, new entrants, or emergency or late applications, 
in accordance with the terms of the SNA scheme.  Based on discussions with the NCSE, it may 
be the case that additional SNA posts above the figure of 10,575, may be required to respond 
to need for the current school year.  This issue will be dealt with if and when it arises.  The 
NCSE is still processing SNA applications for the current school year.  Schools can contact the 
NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the time that the SNA alloca-
tions were made, or where they are seeking a revision to the quantum of SNA support which 
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has been allocated to them for the current school year.  In general, a revision to SNA allocations 
will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, or where schools 
can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care needs of all of 
the qualifying children in their school.   All schools have the names and contact details of their 
local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special 
educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

22/10/2013WRG00750School Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRG00800169. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 1695, 1696 and 1697 of 18 September 2013 regarding the school 
transport scheme, the reason for the statement that the scheme operates on a cost recovery basis 
and Bus Éireann does not make a profit in the scheme in any commercial sense; if he is imply-
ing that Bus Éireann makes non-commercial profits of some kind on the scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44896/13]

22/10/2013WRG00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The arrangements under which the school transport scheme operates are set out in a document 
of 1975 which provides the basis for payment to Bus Éireann.  Bus Éireann has confirmed that 
it does not make a profit from the school transport scheme.

22/10/2013WRG00950School Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRG01000170. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
cost to Bus Éireann to operate the school transport scheme since 2005; the amount paid to it 
annually for the running of the scheme since 2005; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [44897/13]

22/10/2013WRG01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The school transport scheme is operated on a cost recovery basis under 1975 arrangements 
which set out the basis of payment to Bus Éireann.  The following table shows total net amount 
charged to the Department by Bus Éireann for the operation of the scheme, as set out in Bus 
Éireann’s audited accounts for the years 2005 to 2012.

Year Cost
2012 €149.5 million
2011 €151.8 million
2010 €154.0 million
2009 €159.4 million
2008 €162.0 million
2007 €146.2 million
2006 €128.1 million
2005 €106.0 million

22/10/2013WRG01150Schools Recognition

22/10/2013WRG01200171. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on the status of a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44127/13]
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22/10/2013WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, a 
process is in place under which the issue of permanent recognition for the school referred to 
is being assessed.  This process is based on the school’s progress in fulfilling the undertakings 
supplied by the school patrons to meet permanent recognition criteria in accordance with the 
requirements of the Education Act 1998 and the Rules for National Schools.  All recognised 
schools, regardless of their philosophy, are required to comply with the Education Act 1998 and 
the Rules for National Schools.  Officials from my Department met with the school concerned 
in September 2012 at which it was agreed that a number of issues had to be addressed by the 
school so as to satisfy the Department’s requirements for permanent recognition.  Both the De-
partment and school concerned have committed to ongoing engagement, and the Department’s 
inspectorate agreed to provide a number of advisory/support visits to the school to assist them 
in making progress to fulfil the requirements.  The first set of the advisory visits occurred in the 
last academic year and further visits are scheduled.  It was also agreed that the school would 
have their period of provisional recognition extended by three years to allow them adequate 
time to reach the requirements.  This extension will not impede the school receiving permanent 
recognition in the interim if the criteria for recognition are met.

22/10/2013WRG01350Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2013WRG01400172. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a building project for a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the timeframe for 
completion of works; if funding will be made available for the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44139/13]

22/10/2013WRG01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b - Detailed Design.  This stage includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safe-
ty Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents. It is not 
possible to progress all projects within the Department’s building programme to construction 
concurrently due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget.  However, school 
building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included 
in the five year construction programme, but which were previously initiated, will continue to 
be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being 
available to the Department in the future.

22/10/2013WRG01550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2013WRG01600173. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry will be permitted to apply for a student grant as an independent 
applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44157/13]

22/10/2013WRG01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For student grants purposes, 
students are categorised according to their circumstances either as students dependent on par-
ents or a legal guardian, or as independent mature students.  A student may be assessed as an 
independent mature student if he/she has attained the age of 23 on 1st January of the year of first 
entry to an approved post leaving certificate course or an approved higher education course or 
of re-entry following a break in studies of at least three years.  To be assessed as independent 
mature, such student must not be ordinarily resident with his/her parents from October of the 
year before the first point of entry to an approved post leaving certificate course or an approved 
higher education course or re-entry to an approved course.  Otherwise he/she would continue 
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to be assessed on the basis of his/her parents’ income.  There are no plans at present to change 
the current arrangements.

22/10/2013WRG01750Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2013WRG01800174. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline 
on projects (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44169/13]

22/10/2013WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The first two school projects 
referred to by the Deputy are scheduled for delivery during 2014/2015 as announced under the 
Five Year Plan and have been devolved to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) 
for delivery.  The NDFA and its Design Team have secured planning permission for both of 
these schools and have recently advanced both projects to tender stage.  The third project re-
ferred to by the Deputy has been scheduled to commence construction in 2015/16 as announced 
under the Five Year Plan.  It has reached an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 
2b, which includes securing Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certificate, Disability Access 
Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  The application for planning permission 
has been submitted.

22/10/2013WRG01950Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2013WRG02000175. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding school prefabs in respect of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44176/13]

22/10/2013WRG02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning, stage 2a, 
detailed design.  On the satisfactory completion of stage 2a, and subject to no other issues aris-
ing, the project will progress to Stage 2(b) which includes applications for Planning Permission, 
Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification and the preparation of tender docu-
ments.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 
5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including 
the project referred to by the Deputy, which were previously initiated but not included in the 
current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages 
in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

22/10/2013WRG02150Teaching Council of Ireland

22/10/2013WRG02200176. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills if annual audits are 
carried out on the annual reports completed by the Teaching Council; the conferences and 
seminars that have been organised by the Teaching Council in the past two years; the number 
of publications and articles published by the Teaching Council in the past two years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44181/13]

22/10/2013WRG02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Teaching Council’s fi-
nancial statements for each year end (31 December) are audited by Anne Brady McQuillans 
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DFK Chartered Accountants.  The auditor is appointed by the Minister for Education and Skills 
under Section 18 of the Teaching Council Act 2012.  Once approved, the financial statements 
are published on www.teachingcouncil.ie and in the Council’s annual report which covers the 
period 27 March-28 March.  The annual report and accounts are laid in the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.

The Council’s broad role in both regulating and promoting the profession of teaching means 
that it engages in a wide range of public activities and publication on an ongoing basis.  I am 
informed that, including stakeholder consultation events, in 2012 and 2013 respectively, the 
Council held 3 and 19 conferences and seminars.  Notably, in 2013, the Council hosted a con-
ference on the identity of teacher educators as part of Ireland’s EU Presidency and for interna-
tional teachers’ day on 5 October, the Council hosted Féilte, a celebratory showcase of teaching.  
In 2012 and to date in 2013 the Council has published a number of significant publications such 
as its Registration Handbook, a Revised Code of Professional Conduct for Teachers and its An-
nual Report.  It has also disseminated a variety of information via its e-zine, twitter feed and 
video articles on its website.  In both years the Council has also submitted numerous articles 
or interviews for publication in a wide range of external fora such as union, management body 
and education sector magazines, public sector newsletters, national and local newspapers, and 
academic conferences.

22/10/2013WRG02350Bullying in Schools

22/10/2013WRG02400177. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the word 
“allegedly” or a word with a similar meaning was not used in the templates for the anti-bullying 
procedures for primary and post-primary schools in circular 0045/2013 and if the principle of 
being innocent until proven guilty has been ignored when drawing up this circular and associ-
ated templates; if schools have any options to modify template 1 and include words such as “al-
legedly” or “inappropriate behaviour”; if he will indicate the person involved in drawing up this 
particular circular; and if he will consider withdrawing this circular pending wider consultation 
and alternative wording.  [44199/13]

22/10/2013WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I was very pleased to recently 
publish new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post primary schools.  The procedures 
are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school personnel in pre-
venting and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils.  They include specific 
requirements in relation to the use of prevention and education strategies and the consistent 
investigation, follow up and recording of bullying behaviour.

Under the new procedures for schools, it is made clear that the primary aim in investigat-
ing and dealing with bullying is to resolve any issues and to restore, as far as is practicable, the 
relationships of the parties involved rather than an approach based on apportioning  blame.  The 
procedures provide that in investigating and dealing with bullying, the teacher will exercise his/
her professional judgement to determine whether bullying has occurred and how best the situ-
ation might be resolved.

The recording template to which the Deputy refers applies to cases where the relevant teach-
er has determined that bullying behaviour occurred and where the teacher concerned considers 
that it has not been adequately and appropriately addressed within 20 school days after he/she 
has determined that bullying behaviour has occurred.  The procedures provide that in deter-
mining whether a bullying case has been adequately and appropriately addressed the relevant 
teacher must, as part of his/her professional judgement take the following factors into account:
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- Whether the bullying behaviour has ceased;
- Whether any issues between the parties have been resolved as far as is practicable;
- Whether the relationships between the parties have been restored as far as is practicable; and
- Any feedback received from the parties involved, their parents or the school Principal or 

Deputy Principal

Importantly, these procedures have been developed with the input and consensus of the 
relevant education partners and thereby give a real opportunity to reinvigorate and strengthen 
our approach to preventing and tackling bullying in schools.  Bullying can have a devastating 
effect on our children and young people and the publication of these procedures is one more 
step towards putting an end to it.

22/10/2013WRG02550Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2013WRG02600178. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to an overcrowding issue in a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the 
steps being taken by his Department to tackle this issue; if he will provide an update on the sta-
tus of an application for funding for a new building submitted by this school; if he will provide 
assurance that funding will be provided to assist this school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44219/13]

22/10/2013WRG02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b - Detailed Design.  This stage includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety 
Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  Due to com-
peting demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited 
funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing 
demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year construction 
programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including the project referred 
to by the Deputy, which were previously initiated but not included in the current five year con-
struction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of 
the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

22/10/2013WRG02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

22/10/2013WRG02800179. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork whose parents have ap-
plied for a place for them in Scoil Aislinn on Boreenmanna Road, Cork, as it is the only school 
that would be able to deal with their needs; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that they 
are currently in SOLAS in Carrigaline which they are due to finish in June of this year and they 
cannot attend another special needs school because they do not have a learning disability; if 
he will ensure that this person gets a place in Scoil Aislinn school in September; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44263/13]

22/10/2013WRG02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The child referred to by the 
Deputy is currently enrolled in a special school and it is understood that the child is due to tran-
sition at the end of the current school year.  The Deputy will be aware that one of the functions 
of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is to provide support to schools, and parents/guardians 
of children with special educational needs.  All schools have the names and contact details of 
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their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.  The role of the 
SENO in planning for the transition of children from one stage of schooling to another can in-
clude the provision of information to parents and or liaising between schools and parents.  The 
NEPS psychologists can also be involved in supporting the transition of pupils with complex 
special needs. Information including general principles for planning for transitioning are also 
available on the NCSE website.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

The child to whom you referred has a diagnosis of autism and is currently enrolled in Sonas 
Special School, Carrigaline, Co. Cork, which is an early intervention school for children with 
autism catering for children between 3 and 6 years of age.  

You queried if I could ensure that this child would get a place in Scoil Aislinn Special School 
in Cork in September 2014 when she is due to transition from her current school placement.

I wish to advise you that the enrolment of a child in a school is a matter in the first instance 
for the parents of the child and the Board of Management of a school. My Department has no 
role in relation to processing applications for enrolment to schools.   Where a school refuses to 
enrol a pupil, a parent may appeal the refusal to enrol under Section 29 of the Education Act, 
1998. In such cases the school is obliged to inform parents of their right under Section 29 of the 
Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my Department. Where 
an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, the Secretary General of my Department may direct a 
school to enrol a pupil.

My Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which 
have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is 
enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education. 

Central to the Departmentâs approach is the aim that all children with special needs includ-
ing those with autism should be provided with a school based provision through a mainstream 
class placement with supports, a special class placement or a placement in a special school 
which caters for children with autism. 

You will be aware that children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some chil-
dren are capable of being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching 
or care supports. Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/
or care assistance. Many are best enrolled in autism-specific classes or special schools where 
more intensive and supportive interventions are required. Some may move from one setting to 
another as they get older and differing needs/strengths/abilities emerge.  The National Coun-
cil for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for assisting parents to identify appropriate 
educational placements for children with special educational needs. Parents may contact their 
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in 
identifying placement options, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.  In addition 
to the NCSE, the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which 
can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The 
NEWB will try to help parents to find a school placement if their child has been unable to se-
cure a school placement to date. The NEWB can be contacted at National Educational Welfare 
Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

22/10/2013WRG02950Student Loan Scheme
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22/10/2013WRG03000180. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to initiate a 
student loan scheme for those third level students who do not qualify for a maintenance grant 
but who take out loans to fund their studies, in order to ensure that these students’ educations 
are not put in jeopardy by inflexible loan terms; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44284/13]

22/10/2013WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of introducing 
fees allied to an income contingent loan scheme has been identified previously, including in the 
Hunt report, as a means of addressing future funding issues in the sector while retaining free 
access at the point of entry.  A technical report on options for the development of such a scheme 
was developed by my Department in 2009 and is published on my Department’s website.   As 
the Deputy may be aware, the Higher Education Authority (HEA) is undertaking a study on the 
sustainability of the current funding system for higher education.  This study was initiated at my 
request and an initial report has been published.  This report makes it clear that immediate work 
is required to prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through 
a sustainable funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector 
while protecting the quality of education.  The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will 
be advised further as this work progresses.  The report will help inform decision-making as to 
the future funding of the sector.

22/10/2013WRG03150Minor Works Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRG03200181. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has any in-
formation on a capitation grant in respect of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 4. [44346/13]

22/10/2013WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the question 
refers to the Minor Works Grant.  When the Minor Works Grant last issued in November 2011 
for the school year 2011/2012, I stated that given the need to focus on meeting the demand for 
additional school places, it was unlikely that funding would be available for the Minor Works 
Grant in the coming years.  This is borne out by the fact that in 2012, 85% of the capital expen-
diture in the school sector was in respect of large scale projects, additional accommodation and 
prefab replacement.  The balance was expended on site acquisition, emergency works, furniture 
and equipment provision and commitments arising from earlier years.  The capital allocation 
available for the school sector in 2013 is expected to have a similar spend pattern as was the 
case in 2012.

22/10/2013WRH00150Special Educational Needs Staffing

22/10/2013WRH00200182. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a bench-
mark of 32 hours exists for special needs assistants when the school working week is 28 hours 
20 minutes. [44348/13]

22/10/2013WRH00300183. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the benchmark of 
32 hours used for allocating a full special needs assistant post is reflective of the working week 
for the majority of primary schools.  [44349/13]

22/10/2013WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 182 and 183 together.

Firstly, I would point out that the allocation of SNA resources is not a matter for this De-
partment but is instead an independent function carried out by the National Council for Special 
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Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SE-
NOs), who are responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools 
for special educational needs supports including resource teaching and SNA support as well as 
the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas as required.  The number of 
SNAs employed in a school depends on the allocation given to the school by the NCSE, based 
on its assessment of the special educational needs of pupils in the school.  If you require fur-
ther information regarding the allocation of SNA resources to schools then your query should 
more appropriately be directed to the NCSE.  In relation to your question regarding working 
hours for SNAs the position regarding the working hours of full-time SNAs is as outlined in 
the standard SNA contract of employment, which was agreed by this Department, the Trade 
Unions (IMPACT and SIPTU) representing SNAs and the Management Bodies in 2005.  In that 
context, the standard SNA contract has been designed to be flexible to cater for the different 
spectrum of working hours across all the various schools including primary, post-primary and 
special schools.  No set hours were agreed but instead full-time SNAs are expected to work for 
the normal school hours in the school that they are working in, and in addition to be available 
for a period of time before and after school in order to help with reception and dispersal of 
children and preparation and tidying up of classrooms etc.  These times are set locally by the 
school management and will vary from school to school depending on the requirements of the 
school.   In addition, all SNAs were required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total.  Under the Croke Park Agreement it was 
agreed to introduce greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days.  These 12 days now equate to 
72 hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to 
be utilised and delivered outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year.  
SNAs who are employed in a part-time capacity are paid a pro-rata amount dependent upon 
their level of hours of employment.  Part-time SNAs are paid on the agreed divisor rate for pay 
purposes for part-time SNAs which is 32 hours.   Furthermore, the issue of appropriate working 
hours for all public servants was one of the key aspects of the set of proposals for a public ser-
vice agreement which were put forward by the Labour Relations Commission and which now 
form the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2016 (the Haddington Road Agreement).  
The specific text of the Haddington Road Agreement relating to working hours for SNAs is 
as follows: “Under the terms of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, discussions took 
place that led to agreement on changed attendance arrangements for Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) that give schools the option of an additional two hours working time per week from 
each Special Needs Assistant.  Under the terms of this Agreement on increased working hours 
in the Public Service, the available requirements in schools for additional hours for SNAs is 
quite limited.  Given issues such as the duration of the school day and operation hours, and the 
specific availability of individual SNAs the details of the utilisation of any additional require-
ments should be the subject of further discussions.  These new attendance arrangements, allied 
to the provisions outlined in the above paragraph should be the subject of a review by the LRC 
in advance of the 2013/2014 school year, involving the Department of Education and Skills 
and IMPACT/SIPTU, in order to assess if the additional hours are being utilised in the most 
effective and appropriate manner and in order to achieve agreement on any changes deemed 
necessary in terms of the arrangement agreed for teachers.  This will constitute the liability on 
Special Needs Assistants in respect of working hours for the purposes of this extension to the 
Public Service Agreement.”

22/10/2013WRH00450Special Educational Needs Policy

22/10/2013WRH00500184. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a clear defini-
tion exists to describe the role and responsibilities of special needs assistants; if this definition 
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is clearly articulated to principals, teachers, parents and SNAs; how SNA support is managed 
within schools in order to ensure the best possible support and outcomes for students; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44360/13]

22/10/2013WRH00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants (SNAs) to schools.  SNAs are allocated to schools in order to provide for the care needs of 
children with special educational needs attending such schools.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staff-
ing resources available to my Department.   The policy of my Department in relation to the SNA 
scheme is set out in Circular 07/02, which also provides details regarding the role and duties of 
an SNA.  Circular 071/2011 provides additional details in respect of the duties of an SNA and 
makes clear the fact that SNA duties are assigned at the discretion of the Principal.  I can also 
advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has also published 
an Information Booklet for Parents in relation to Children with Special Educational Needs, 
which provides information for parents in relation to the SNA scheme.  The NCSE allocates a 
quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs 
of children qualifying for SNA support each year.  The deployment of SNAs within schools is 
a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management.  SNAs should be deployed by the 
school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in 
the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to allocate sup-
port as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how 
the SNA support is utilised.   My Department has also published a Value for Money (VFM) and 
Policy Analysis Review of the Special Needs Assistant scheme.  This review is available on my 
Department’s website: www.education.gov.ie.  The Review has shown that the SNA Scheme 
has been successful in supporting schools in meeting the needs of students with disabilities who 
also have significant care needs.  However, the review also found that the allocation process 
and the purpose of the scheme is not always fully understood.  The review recommended that 
the SNA scheme should be restated to ensure an efficient allocation of SNA resources and to 
clarify the ‘care’ nature of the SNA role for parents, schools and professionals.  The National 
Council for Special Education recently published its report on Supporting Students with Special 
Educational Needs in Schools, which also recommended that my Department should clarify the 
role of the SNA, as recommended in the VFM report.  It is my intention that a new Circular will 
be issued to schools in the near future which will provide further clarification for schools and 
parents with regard to the role of the SNA and the purpose of the SNA scheme.

22/10/2013WRH00650Health Education

22/10/2013WRH00700185. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dif-
ferent educational programmes currently operating within the primary and secondary systems 
which are focused on educating children on the dangers of smoking; if he will provide a break-
down of the number of hours of such training that students receive throughout their educational 
careers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44363/13]

22/10/2013WRH00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Social, Personal and Health 
Education (SPHE) is currently a compulsory subject in primary schools and at Junior Cycle 
in post primary schools.  The SPHE curricula aim to foster self-worth, self-confidence and 
respectful relationships and place a particular emphasis on developing a sense of personal re-
sponsibility for one’s own behaviour, feelings and actions.  The issue of smoking is addressed 
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in the ‘Personal Safety’ strand of SPHE, in the context of equipping students with the skills to 
recognise and withstand inappropriate peer pressure and to identify the dangers of substance 
abuse.  For example, SPHE students at Junior Cycle explore the health and social implications 
of smoking and identify some of the reasons why young people smoke.  Students are also 
helped to identify ways in which smoking can be avoided. Enabling students to make informed 
decisions and choices is an inherent aim in the teaching and learning within SPHE.  SPHE is 
delivered for 30 minutes per week at primary level, and for approximately 66 hours during the 
three years of junior cycle.  The approach to SPHE is changing at Junior Cycle.  As part of the 
reform of the Junior Cycle that was announced by the Minister of Education and Skills in Octo-
ber 2012, the key objectives of SPHE are now reflected in a number of ‘Principles’, ‘Statements 
of Learning’, and skills that underpin the new Junior Cycle Framework.  As part of the new 
‘Well-being’ principle, the student experience will “contribute to their physical, mental, emo-
tional and social wellbeing and resilience.  Learning takes place in a climate focussed on collec-
tive well-being of school, community and society”.  Under the new Junior Cycle Framework, 
pupils will be provided with opportunities to acquire the relevant skills of ‘Managing Myself’, 
‘Staying well’, and ‘Communicating’.  Together the development of these skills will enable 
pupils to address the challenges they face and adapt their skills to different contexts, leading to 
their positive well-being.  As part of the new Junior Cycle Framework, the NCCA is currently 
developing a new short course in SPHE.  The SPHE short course may be delivered for certifica-
tion purposes and will involve an increase in the time allocation for SPHE at Junior Cycle  up 
to 100 hours over the three years.  This short course is currently open for public consultation.  
The consultation process will close at the end of November.  The new short course will be avail-
able to schools from September 2014.  Schools will then have the option to implement the new 
SPHE short course, or to continue to use existing courses or to adopt an alternative approach to 
meeting their requirements in this area.

22/10/2013WRH00850School Transport Eligibility

22/10/2013WRH00900186. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a transport 
grant will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44375/13]

22/10/2013WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The person referred to by the Deputy, in the details supplied, is approaching his 20th birthday 
and is attending a facility for adults with disabilities.  He is not attending a recognised school 
and, accordingly, does not meet the eligibility criteria for receipt of a school transport service 
or grant under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme.

22/10/2013WRH01050School Transport Eligibility

22/10/2013WRH01100187. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional pro-
vision will be made for wear and tear of a vehicle under the school transport scheme in respect 
of parents who have to travel in excess of 250 km per day; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44385/13]

22/10/2013WRH01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Spe-
cial Educational Needs a Special Transport Grant (STG) towards the cost of private transport 
arrangements may be provided at the discretion of the Department in situations where: - Bus 
Éireann is not in a position to provide a transport service; - a child’s age, behavioural difficul-
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ties or medical needs are such as to make the provision of a transport service impracticable; - an 
escort is considered necessary and the provision of such support is not feasible; - the cost of 
establishing/maintaining a service is considered prohibitive.  The rate of grant payable is based 
on Civil Service motor travel rates and is currently 39.12 cent per kilometre for the first 6,437 
kilometres and 21.22 cent per kilometre on all mileage thereafter.  The grant for a 250 kilometre 
journey works out at €97.80 per day reducing to €53.05 per day after the first 6,437 kilometres.  
It is considered that this level of grant represents a reasonable contribution to parents who are 
transporting their children to and from school.

22/10/2013WRH01250Student Grant Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRH01300188. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland will pay the grant in respect of a person (details supplied).  [44389/13]

22/10/2013WRH01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred to 
by the Deputy a payment of €2,000 postgraduate fee contribution will be made to the student’s 
institution on 25th October 2013.  

22/10/2013WRH01450Student Grant Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRH01500189. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44391/13]

22/10/2013WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that a letter issued to the student re-
ferred to by the Deputy on 10th October 2013 requesting further documentation in support of 
his application.  The application will be reviewed on receipt of this documentation.

22/10/2013WRH01650Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2013WRH01700190. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the provision of 
a school extension (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be expedited; when construction will 
commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44398/13]

22/10/2013WRH01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning, stage 
2(a) - detailed design.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed 
by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school 
accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include 
this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building 
projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which were previously initiated but 
not included in the current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the 
Department in the future.

22/10/2013WRH01850Third Level Fees
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22/10/2013WRH01900191. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding Irish citizens who have worked abroad in Canada, Australia or other countries outside 
the EU for four years and now want to return to Ireland to take up a place in a third level col-
lege to further their education in an effort to obtain employment here, but have been informed 
that they will have to pay fees similar to non-EU applicants; in view of the hardship this will 
cause for returning Irish citizens, if same will be reversed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44408/13]

22/10/2013WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of my De-
partment’s Free Fee Schemes the Exchequer meets the cost of tuition fees in respect of eligible 
students who are pursuing their first undergraduate courses of study which are full-time and are 
a minimum of two years duration in an approved higher education institution.  The main con-
ditions of the scheme are that students must hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their 
own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the 
five years preceding their entry to an approved third level course.  Students must meet both the 
nationality and residency criterion in order to be considered under the scheme.  Where students 
do not qualify for free fees they must pay the appropriate fee as determined by their third level 
institution.  The institutions are autonomous institutions and the level of fee payable by students 
who do not meet the requirements of the free fees schemes is a matter for the relevant institu-
tion.  However, I recently requested that the Higher Education Authority establish and report on 
the practices currently operated by individual institutions in charging different rates of fees so 
as to ensure  a common approach across the sector and that all prospective students have clar-
ity about the level of tuition fees they may be required to pay.   Tax relief at the standard rate 
of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges 
of higher education.  Further information on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Com-
missioners.

22/10/2013WRH02050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

22/10/2013WRH02100192. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when special needs 
assistant positions and resource hours will be decided in respect of a school (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44419/13]

22/10/2013WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teaching 
support and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my De-
partment’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing 
resources available to my Department.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for 
resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.   The 
NCSE published details of all of their allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 
2013/2014 school year in June.  These details are now available on the NCSE website, www.
ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school on a per county basis.  The NCSE sub-
sequently requested all schools to submit outstanding applications for resource teaching and 
SNA support to the NCSE by 20th September, 2013.  These applications are being processed by 
the NCSE.  The NCSE intend to notify schools of any revised resource teaching allocations this 
week, where schools have submitted valid applications for resource teaching support.  Applica-
tions for a revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to schools will be 
considered where schools have enrolled new pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they 
do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care needs of all of the qualifying children in 
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their school.  Schools will be notified of any adjustments to the SNA allocations by the NCSE 
in this regard.  All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may 
also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using 
the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

22/10/2013WRH02250School Transport Inspections

22/10/2013WRH02300193. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details by county of the number of on-site inspections of private bus operators partici-
pating in the school transport scheme by officials of his Department and officials of Bus Éireann 
in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 on buses used to transport children to and from school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44449/13]

22/10/2013WRH02400194. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details by county of the number of on-site inspections of Bus Éireann facilities operat-
ing the school transport scheme by officials of his Department and officials of Bus Éireann in 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 on buses used to transport children to and from school; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44450/13]

22/10/2013WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 193  and 194 together.

The inspections referred to in the questions are an operational matter for Bus Éireann.  I 
have requested that Bus Éireann forward the information directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRH02550School Staffing Appeals Mechanism

22/10/2013WRH02600195. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding  a school  in County Galway losing a teacher (details supplied).  [44520/13]

22/10/2013WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teaching posts to schools, which are available on the Department website, include the 
provision whereby schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional 
permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds, using projected enrolment.  The staffing 
schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain 
criteria, including developing grounds, to an independent Appeals Board. The criteria for the 
allocation of a developing school post for the 2013/14 school year are set out in the staffing 
schedule, Circular 0013/2013.  Schools that meet the criteria may receive sanction for addi-
tional post(s) pending the confirmation of the valid enrolment on 30th September 2013.  Valid 
enrolments are only those pupils that are enrolled at 30 September 2013 and who are expected 
at that stage to continue to be enrolled in the school for the duration of the school year.  If there 
are any short-term enrolments in the school (including pupils from another country that are 
temporarily enrolled to help improve their standard of English) these pupils cannot be included 
in the enrolment return from the school.  The roll-over of these short-term enrolments with 
other pupils does not qualify as valid enrolments.  The school referred to by the Deputy applied 
for and received provisional sanction for one additional classroom post on developing school 
grounds.  The projected enrolment was not met at 30th September 2013 and the school has been 
notified that the post will be suppressed with effect from 25th October 2013.   The school has 
submitted an appeal to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  The appeal will be considered at 
the next meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board which will take place on 22 October 
and the school will be notified accordingly.  The Appeal Board operates independently of the 
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Department and its decision is final.

22/10/2013WRH02750Schools Building Projects Expenditure

22/10/2013WRH02800196. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total amount of 
money allocated and the total amount drawn down for prefab replacements, new build, and 
upgrade, refurbishment and extension to Carlow schools, both primary and post-primary, on a 
school-by-school basis for 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013.  [44564/13]

22/10/2013WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose in the answer to 
indicate the level of funding provided by my Department to all schools in County Carlow for 
the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 under the categories Large Scale projects, Additional 
Accommodation projects and Prefab Replacement Initiative projects.

PRIMARY

2011 Large Scale Projects - €3.979m  

2011 Additional Accommodation Projects - €0.812m 

2011 Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0m 

2012 Large Scale Projects - €5.690m  

2012 Additional Accommodation Projects - €1.323m  

2012 Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0.115m

2013 (to date) Large Scale Projects - €4.565m  

2013 (to date) Additional Accommodation Projects - €0.815m  

2013 (to date) Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0.252m

POST-PRIMARY

2011 Large Scale Projects - €0.026m  

2011 Additional Accommodation Projects - €0.070m  

2011 Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0m 

2012 Large Scale Projects - €0.004m  

2012 Additional Accommodation Projects - €0.014m

2012 Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0.739m

2013 (to date) Large Scale Projects - €0.298m  

2013 (to date) Additional Accommodation Projects - €0.036m 

2013 (to date) Prefab Replacement Initiative Projects - €0.317m

22/10/2013WRH02950Autism Support Services
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22/10/2013WRH03000197. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of autism 
supports available to children with special needs in post-primary schools in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44636/13]

22/10/2013WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s policy is 
focused on ensuring that all children, including those with autism, can have access to an edu-
cation appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post 
primary school network.  The policy is to provide for children with special educational needs, 
including autism, to be included in mainstream schools unless such a placement would not be 
in their best interests or the interests of the children with whom they are to be educated.  Some 
children may be supported in a special class attached to a mainstream school.  These students 
have the option, where appropriate, of full/partial integration and interaction with other pupils.  
Other children may have such complex needs that they are best placed in a special school.

The establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the 
country has been a key educational priority in recent years.  The National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SE-
NOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports, including the establishment of special classes in various 
geographical areas as required.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocat-
ing such support.

Details of the special classes for children with autism, including details of special classes 
for children with autism in the Kerry area, are available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  
The contact information details for individual schools is available on the Department’s website 
http://www.education.ie/en/find-a-school.

22/10/2013WRH03150Teachers’ Allowances

22/10/2013WRH03200198. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of teach-
ers who were paid an allowance for a post of responsibility at the level of special duties or B 
post and assistant principal A post in 2008; the number of teachers currently in receipt of these 
allowances; and the amount that has been saved by his Department in the past four years as a 
result of the reduction.  [44668/13]

22/10/2013WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I will arrange for the informa-
tion requested by the Deputy to be forwarded directly to him. 

22/10/2013WRH03350School Enrolments

22/10/2013WRH03400199. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his De-
partment has carried out an assessment on the existing schools in a catchment area in County 
Dublin (details supplied) in advance of granting funding for a new school building; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44686/13]

22/10/2013WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As a matter of course, exist-
ing school capacities in a post-primary feeder area and adjoining feeder areas are examined 
when the need for additional school places is being assessed.  Enrolment for the post-primary 
feeder area to which the Deputy refers is projected to grow to approximately 4,981 pupils by 
2023.  This is some 2,357 extra pupils over and above the numbers currently enrolled in post-
primary schools in the area.  Part of the Department’s strategy to meet the need for these extra 
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places is the provision of a new school.  It is envisaged that existing post-primary schools will 
assist in addressing the remaining shortfall.

22/10/2013WRJ00150Special Educational Needs Data

22/10/2013WRJ00200200. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of deaf children at a primary and post-primary level, who are participating in mainstream inte-
grated education; the number of deaf children who are attending specialist schools for the deaf 
at a primary and secondary level; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44697/13]

22/10/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in line with my Department’s policy that children with special educational needs (SEN) 
access appropriate education intervention in mainstream settings where possible, many deaf/ 
hard of hearing pupils are integrated into mainstream classes at primary and post-primary level 
with the assistance, as necessary, of resource teaching and special needs assistant support.  The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) recently published comprehensive policy ad-
vice on Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs in Schools. This policy advice is 
available at www.ncse.ie.  This publication provides details of the disabilities which qualify for 
low-incidence resource hours and also details the approximate number of number of students 
for whom low incidence resource teaching hours were allocated to schools for the academic 
year 2012-13.  This report details the allocation for resource teaching hours by disability cat-
egory, and shows that there were 1,110 pupils in mainstream education in receipt of low inci-
dence resource hours with a disability categorisation of Deafness/hearing impairment during 
the 2012 - 2013 school year.  This includes 693 pupils at primary level and 417 pupils at post 
primary level.  There are also 16 special classes for children with hearing impairment attached 
to mainstream schools, with 10 special classes being attached to mainstream primary schools, 
and 6 special class at post-primary level.  The pupil teacher ratio for special classes for children 
who are deaf of hard of hearing is 7-1, which equates to provision for approximately 112 chil-
dren being supported in special classes in mainstream schools, though the numbers attending 
special classes may vary throughout the year, as pupils transition between special class and 
mainstream education.  In addition, the report also indicates that for the 2012/13 school year, 
there were approximately 120 children enrolled in the three special schools for the deaf.   It is 
clear, therefore, that the majority of pupils who are deaf or hard of hearing are therefore now 
being educated in mainstream schools, either in mainstream classes with additional supports, 
or in special classes attached to mainstream schools.  Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support 
is provided in these schools and classes, as required.  An enhanced capitation grant is also 
provided to the special schools and special classes for hearing impaired pupils.  Grant-aid is 
also provided to schools towards the provision of special equipment for pupils who are hard 
of hearing, such as sound field systems and radio aids.  My Department also provides funding 
for a weekly home tuition service whereby tutors visit the homes of deaf and hard of hearing 
preschool children and school-going pupils to provide training in Irish Sign Language (ISL) for 
these children, their siblings and parents.  In addition, the Visiting Teacher Service for Children 
and Young People with a Hearing Impairment is provided by my Department from the time 
of referral through to third level education.  The Visiting Teacher service provides advice and 
support to ensure that the needs of children and young people with hearing impairment are 
met.  This service is available at preschool, primary and post-primary levels.  Specifically, the 
service works in partnership with parents of preschool children with hearing impairment, visit-
ing their homes and/or meeting them in groups to inform, advise and offer guidance in matters 
pertaining to their education and overall development and in helping their children to derive 
maximum benefit from the educational opportunities available.  Finally, I wish to advise that 
my Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), has established and funds a 



22 October 2013

185

Centre for Deaf Studies in Trinity College, Dublin which provides diploma courses for ISL/
English interpreters, deaf tutors and in deaf studies. The course modules deal with issues such 
as sign linguistics, bilingualism and sociolinguistics of sign language. The course is delivered 
in seminar sessions/group work and the award of the diploma is based on continued assessment 
and a project and course design.

22/10/2013WRJ00350Special Educational Needs Data

22/10/2013WRJ00400201. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children with special needs who have been able to avail of their legal right to an individual 
education plan; the level of collaboration between the Health Service Executive and his De-
partment in ensuring that children with additional needs do not miss vital eduction milestones 
as a result of delays in the diagnosis process; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44698/13]

22/10/2013WRJ00500202. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide clarity on the rationale for the different entitlement models used between the Depart-
ment of Health and his Department; the way the needs based approach used by the Department 
of Health, which is dependent on an assessment system characterised by delays, is creating 
delays for access to teaching supports and resources in mainstream education, which in turn 
is creating potentially unavoidable developmental delays in children who are already margin-
alised; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44699/13]

22/10/2013WRJ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 201 and 202 together.

I wish to firstly advise the Deputy that my Department provides for a continuum of spe-
cial educational provision to be made available for children with special educational needs, 
so that regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for 
them.  My Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools 
which have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever 
a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.  These supports include 
an allocation of additional teaching support as well as additional resource teaching and Spe-
cial Needs Assistant (SNA) care supports which may be allocated to schools by the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE) in respect of qualifying pupils. This facilitates access 
to individualised education programmes, fully qualified professional teachers, special needs 
assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.  The National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE) recently published comprehensive policy advice on Supporting Students with Special 
Educational Needs in Schools. This policy advice is available at www.ncse.ie.  This publica-
tion details that for the 2012/13 school year, there were approximately 31,202 pupils in main-
stream education in receipt of resource teaching allocations. It also notes that for the 2012/13 
school year that there were approximately 3,678 pupils attending special classes attached to 
mainstream schools, and 7094 pupils attending special schools.   While provision of Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs) is not currently mandatory, they are recognised as an important feature 
of good educational practice and schools are encouraged to use IEPs through policy guidance, 
support, training and inspection. A range of guidance has issued on the use of IEPs, including 
guidelines published by the NCSE, guidance published by the National Educational Psychol-
ogy Service (NEPS) and training is provided by my Department’s Special Education Support 
Service. The advice of my Department’s Inspectorate is that the majority of schools are now 
using some form of individual education planning for children with special needs.  I wish to 
explain also that all primary and post primary schools have access to psychological assessments 
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either directly through the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the 
Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are on 
the Department’s website. Where a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities 
therein may access psychological assessments through SCPA. Under this scheme schools can 
have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by 
NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.   The NCSE, 
through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible 
for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, including the 
allocation of resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education 
supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.  The responsibility for decid-
ing on the quantum of educational resources to be allocated to pupils with special educational 
needs resides with the NCSE through the SENO. Assessment reports carried out by relevant 
professionals are provided by schools to the SENOs as part of the application process for sup-
port. The consideration of these reports is an integral part of determining the extent of supports 
to be provided for pupils with special educational needs.  The NCSE circular 03/08 clarifies 
the respective roles and functions of the NCSE and the HSE and their respective personnel in 
carrying out assessments and sanctioning resources to support children with special educational 
needs.  For children under the age of 5, the NCSE, through its network of SENOs, liaises with 
Assessment Officers in the Health Service Executive (HSE) in respect of the assessment of need 
process under the 2005 Disability Act, 2005.  The Assessment Officer contacts the relevant 
SENO when an educational need is identified as part of the assessment process. My Depart-
ment’s Circular 0020/2011 further clarifies the roles of the NCSE and the HSE in relation to 
the assessment of need process, as well as the role of the school in this regard. This Circular 
is available on my Departments website at www.education.ie.  I wish to advise that my De-
partment will continue to support the co-ordinated delivery of services to families of children 
with special educational needs and will continue to work with service-providing partners in the 
health and disability sectors through the interdepartmental Cross-Sectoral Team (comprising of 
representatives of: the Departments of Education and Skills, Health and Children, the National 
Council for Special Education and the Health Service Executive), which plans for co-ordinated 
service delivery across the disability sector.  Finally, I can advise that the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) recently published comprehensive policy advice on Supporting Stu-
dents with Special Educational Needs in Schools, which is available on its website www.ncse.
ie.  The report recommends that under a new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE 
in the report, children should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, 
rather than by disability category.  I have, as suggested by the Report, requested the NCSE to 
establish a Working Group to develop a proposal, for consideration, for a new model for the al-
location of teaching supports for children with Special Educational Needs based on the profiled 
educational needs of children in schools.

22/10/2013WRJ00650School Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRJ00700203. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the informa-
tion or annual reports that are made to him relative to the funds allocated to Bus Éireann to 
operate the school transport system; if he will confirm the amounts allocated in each of the past 
four years; if his Department have ever carried out a value for money audit on the scheme; if 
he will confirm the sums paid to Bus Éireann for management services relative to this scheme; 
if the Bus Éireann auditors have made any comment on the profitability or otherwise of the 
scheme; if he is satisfied that there is sufficient transparency around the scheme relative to its 
operation and costs and cross subsidisation of Bus Éireann.  [44720/13]
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22/10/2013WRJ00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates school transport services on behalf of my Department, maintains 
a separate account for the School Transport Scheme. This account is audited each year by inde-
pendent auditors and accounts in respect of the last number of years are available on my Depart-
ment’s website.   Regular contact is maintained between Department and Bus Éireann school 
transport staff in the operation of the school transport scheme and the ongoing monitoring of 
expenditure profiles.  The Department reimburses Bus Eireann for the costs incurred in operat-
ing the school transport scheme. The audited accounts for 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 show that 
the total net amount chargeable to the Department was some €159.4m, €154m, €151.8m and 
€149.5m respectively.  School Transport was the subject of a Value for Money Review carried 
out as part of the 2009-2011 round of Value for Money Reviews. The report of this review, 
which is available on my Department’s website, looked in detail at the various cost factors im-
pacting on the provision of school transport including the scale of provision for children with 
special educational needs, levels of parental choice and the eligibility criteria underpinning the 
scheme.  The administration heading, or transport management charge, amounted to €18.7m, 
€18,2m €16.7m and €15m in respect of 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.  A breakdown of the 2010 
and 2011 charge is available on my Department’s website.   The confirmation provided by the 
Bus Éireann auditors relates to the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the Summary 
of Accounting Arrangements of 1 January 1975.  On taking office I enhanced the transparency 
of the scheme by ensuring that the Bus Éireann school transport audited accounts for a number 
of years were made publicly available on the Department website together with details of the 
transport management charge.  Bus Éireann has confirmed that it does not cross subsidise com-
mercial services from the operation of the School Transport Scheme.

22/10/2013WRJ00850Schools Amalgamation

22/10/2013WRJ00900204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details of the proposed amalgamation of a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
the date on which it will happen; the exact details of this proposal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [44729/13]

22/10/2013WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that the two primary schools to which he refers were in contact with my Department in 2009 
regarding a proposed amalgamation.  The two school authorities subsequently contacted the 
Department to advise that as no common ground could be found between the respective school 
authorities at that time,  a decision was taken by them to defer the amalgamation and to continue 
with the process the following academic year.  No further communication has been received by 
my Department in respect of this proposed amalgamation.  All agreed amalgamation proposals 
must be submitted to my Department for approval. Those proposals that may have major capital 
implications can only be considered within the context of my Department’s capital budget and 
the challenges facing my Department in meeting national demographic demands.

22/10/2013WRJ01050Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRJ01100205. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the 
expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44744/13]

22/10/2013WRJ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is contained in the following table.
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Savings Measure 2014 F/Year 
Reduction in allocation to Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) €25m 0
Abolish €20 long-term unemployment bonus paid to FAS, VTOS 
and Youthreach participants (new entrants)

€2m €7m

Require FAS apprentices to pay pro-rata Student Services Charge 
proportionate to the percentage of time they spend in IOTs.        

€1m €1m

Savings arising from adjustments in cases where FAS training 
course participants can receive concurrent DES and DSP pay-
ments.

€5m €5m

22/10/2013WRJ01250School Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRJ01300206. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 69 and 70 of 15 October 2013, if he will clarify if it is the posi-
tion of his Department not to answer parliamentary questions in instances where freedom of 
information requests are being considered and-or where confidentiality agreements have been 
signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44822/13]

22/10/2013WRJ01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Deputy’s questions in their essence relate to the publication of a report entitled “ Review 
of the overhead costs and indirect costs for the administration of the school transport scheme”.   
In my reply I correctly pointed out that the report in question was compiled in the context of 
a confidentiality agreement between the authors and Bus Éireann. Given this fact, and the fact 
that the report has been sought under the provision of the FOI legislation, it is both reasonable 
and appropriate that the issue of publication be considered and dealt with in that context.

22/10/2013WRJ01450Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme Numbers

22/10/2013WRJ01500207. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons in counties Cavan and Monaghan participating in the vocational training opportunities 
scheme in the college years 2012-13 and 2013-14; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [44892/13]

22/10/2013WRJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
My Department allocates 80 places on the Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS) 
annually to Cavan and Monaghan Education and Training Board.  A total of 80 learners par-
ticipated on VTOS courses in those counties in the 2012/2013 academic year and  there are 80 
learners participating on VTOS courses in the current academic year, 2013/2014.

22/10/2013WRJ01650Commencement of Legislation

22/10/2013WRJ01700208. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the Construction Contracts Bill will come into force; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44297/13]

22/10/2013WRJ01800209. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount a contract needs to be worth for it to be covered under the Construction Contracts 
Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44298/13]
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22/10/2013WRJ01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 208 and 209 together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce new legislation to 
protect small building subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger companies. 
In this regard, Minister of State Brian Hayes worked closely with Senator Feargal Quinn to 
develop the Senator’s private member’s Construction Contracts Bill into a robust piece of leg-
islation. I believe that there is considerable support both inside and outside the Dáil for these 
reforms. The Act which is subject to a Commencement Order, to allow for the development of 
a comprehensive code of practice, was signed into law on 29 July 2013.

The key objective of the Construction Contracts Act is to ensure that cash flows down the 
supply chain on all construction contracts. This issue is addressed in the Act by providing statu-
tory arrangements in relation to payments under construction contracts, including providing for 
interim payments. This will reduce the subcontractor’s exposure to non-payment. The Bill also 
provides the means for subcontractors to enforce these rights; by suspending their labour and 
by introducing a new mechanism for the swift resolution of payment disputes through a process 
of adjudication. 

The Bill applies to contracts with an overall value €10,000 or more. It is important to un-
derstand that the amount that is subject to a payment dispute can be lower than this. Therefore 
subcontractors will be free to refer payment disputes relating to lesser amounts to adjudication. 
For example if a contract with an overall value of €11,000 gives rise to a payment dispute for 
€1,000 this will come within the scope of the legislation. 

This is an important piece of legislation aimed at creating a more level playing field between 
contractor and subcontractor in the construction sector. This legislation is a priority for Govern-
ment. In this regard, my officials are current working on the code of practice that will deliver a 
timely and cost effective adjudication procedure and to give effect to the legislation. 

22/10/2013WRJ01950Departmental Properties

22/10/2013WRJ02000210. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps that have been taken to make the former Garda station on the North Road, Finglas, avail-
able to the local community; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44427/13]

22/10/2013WRJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works have granted a licence to Finglas Childcare Lim-
ited in respect of using the former Garda Station on the North Road in Finglas as a creche. To 
facilitate this development, it was necessary to remove the existing redundant communications 
mast and complete minor reinstatement works. It is anticipated that these works will be com-
pleted by the end of this week.

22/10/2013WRJ02150Garda Stations Closures

22/10/2013WRJ02200211. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a 
decision will be made in relation to the sale of the disused Garda station in Lettermore, County 
Galway, which was to be put up for sale in a bundle of 20 Garda stations by the summer; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44679/13]

22/10/2013WRJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
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Hayes): The Office of Public Works is completing the appointment of an estate agent who will 
manage the disposal of the Lettermore Garda Station.

22/10/2013WRJ02350Heritage Sites

22/10/2013WRJ02400212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which the numbers visiting various heritage sites throughout the country continues 
to be monitored by his Department; if any particular or specific promotion is required in respect 
of notable sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44792/13]

22/10/2013WRJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has a variety of visitor sites across the country. 
Some sites are open all year, and some are open for part of the year, mainly for the spring and 
summer seasons. The OPW has a number of visitor sites that have free access but do not have a 
guided presence and consequently, visitor numbers are not recorded at these sites. An example 
of such a site would be St. Stephen’s Green. Similarly, visitors to some of our guided sites are 
only recorded if they enter the visitor centre of that site. For example, Glendalough monastic 
site may be accessed freely, without entering the visitor centre. 

Visitor numbers at guided sites, centrally recorded on the basis of returns submitted from 
individual heritage sites, are categorised under a number of headings and are then collated 
on a weekly and monthly basis, culminating in an overall annual figure. A comparison of the 
provisional 2013 visitor numbers up to the end of September, against the corresponding 2012 
figures shows an increase in visitor numbers in the more well known sites such as Kilmainham 
Gaol, the Rock of Cashel, Kilkenny Castle, Clonmacnoise, Brú na Bóinne and the National 
Botanic Gardens, with some notable increases in some of the OPW’s lesser known sites such as 
Altamount Gardens, Glebe House and Gallery, Maynooth Castle, Ennis Friary, Emo Court, Ca-
sino Mario, Loughcrew, Desmond Hall, Roscrea Heritage, Listowel Castle and Scattery Island. 
These increases come on the back of an increase of almost 11% in visitor numbers between 
2011 and 2012 in respect of all of our visitor sites. The monitoring of visitors to the OPW’s 
heritage sites plays, and will continue to play, an important part in the development of policies 
and strategies relating to the heritage sector. 

Generally speaking, no specific promotion is required in respect of our most notable sites; 
visitors continue to be attracted in large numbers to such sites. One of the many challenges that 
faces the OPW is to entice such visitors to travel on to our lesser known sites, and indeed to 
increase overall visitor numbers at these sites, thereby spreading the benefits of tourism right 
across the country. In late July/early August, the OPW undertook a national advertising and 
flyer distribution campaign to coincide with the roll out of our Facebook Heritage Ireland page; 
this was complimentary to the ongoing promotion of our sites. The OPW will continue in its 
efforts to attract more and more visitors to our heritage sites, in line with government policy, 
that the heritage tourism sector will be one of the main growth areas in the future economic 
development of this country.

22/10/2013WRJ02550General Register Office

22/10/2013WRJ02600213. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the new location for the general register research facility (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44362/13]

22/10/2013WRJ02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Bri-
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an Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works held a lease on a premises in the Irish Life 
Mall which accommodated the General Register Office (GRO).  The Commissioners of Public 
Works availed of the opportunity to exit this lease and this move will yield an annual saving of 
€1.5 million for the Exchequer.

After a long period of consultation with the management of the General Register Office 
and an examination of a number of property options in Dublin city, a State owned property in 
Werburgh Street was chosen.  

The fit out of the new office was carried out in consultation with the staff and management 
of the GRO.  The requirements outlined by the GRO for the Werburgh Street premises were 
fully addressed in the fit out of the building.

22/10/2013WRJ02750Freedom of Information Legislation

22/10/2013WRJ02800214. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the Freedom of Information Bill (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44693/13]

22/10/2013WRJ02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand 
that this question relates to a concern that Section 17(4) of the Freedom of Information (FOI) 
Bill 2013 as published might have unintended effects on FOI  requests for electronic records.  

An important priority in the Bill is in fact to update and modernise the legislative frame-
work for FOI so that it supports and facilitates requests for electronic records. Subject to further 
consultation with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and consideration by Government I 
propose to make an amendment to section 17(4) in order to ensure that it has the desired effect 
and is expressed in clear and straightforward legal terms.

22/10/2013WRJ02950Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRJ03000215. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out 
in the expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44751/13]

22/10/2013WRJ03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s budget and staffing allocation reflects its strategy 
of delivering well managed and well-targeted public spending, delivered through modernised, 
effective and accountable public services. While savings have accrued due to the transfer of cer-
tain functions and pay reductions across the group, these are offset due to the significant start-up 
costs of the shared services and the transfer of maintenance service costs to OPW.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, together with the Shared Services and 
Office of Government Procurement functions, continues to deliver key outputs set out in the 
Public Service Reform Plan which was published in November 2011. This investment in the 
Government’s reform agenda will yield longer term cost savings and facilitate service conti-
nuity in a smaller and leaner Public Service. When these centres are fully operational, annual 
savings targets are estimated as follows:

- Office of Government Procurement -  The procurement reform programme is targeting up 
to €500m of much needed savings for tax payers over the next 3 years.
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- Peoplepoint (transactional HR) - €12.5m

- Payroll Shared Services (transactional payroll and pension services) - €5.6m

My Department has also collaborated with the Department of Finance to achieve admin-
istrative efficiencies within our shared facilities, particularly in the accommodation footprint.

22/10/2013WRJ03150Patent Legislation

22/10/2013WRJ03200216. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
it is envisaged that the referendum to ratify the EU agreement setting up the Unified Patent 
Court will be held; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44099/13]

22/10/2013WRJ03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is currently examining the potential options for Ireland’s participation in the Unified Pat-
ent Court and the implications of each policy option.  When all of these options, including cost 
considerations, have been fully considered, the matter will be presented to Government for con-
sideration and decision as to the most efficient and effective means for Ireland to participate in 
the Court.  This process is running in parallel with intergovernmental level negotiations among 
the contracting parties that signed the UPC Agreement in February of this year.  

Under this intergovernmental framework, a number of working groups have been set up to 
establish the working methods and modalities of the Court including issues such as the legal 
Rules of Procedure of the Court, budget and financing of the Court, IT systems as well as the 
training and remuneration of Judges to be appointed to the Court.  This involves a very signifi-
cant agenda of work which will better inform Ireland’s options as to our participation in the 
Court.  

Therefore, the timing of the referendum will, in the first instance, be predicated on the pace 
of progress made in the intergovernmental negotiations during 2014.  It will then be a matter 
for Government to decide on the precise date of any referendum and of course, this may also 
be influenced by the extent to which there are other issues or aspects of the Constitution that 
require a decision of the people.

22/10/2013WRJ03350IDA Site Visits

22/10/2013WRJ03400217. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide in tabular form a list of the countries of origin of all bodies which took part in Industrial 
Development Agency visits in 2012 and to the end of September 2013; the counties they visited 
and the number of jobs that resulted from these visits.  [44215/13]

22/10/2013WRJ03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of IDA 
Ireland sponsored site visits by potential investors categorised by country of origin for the year 
2012 and up to the end of September 2013 are set out in the tabular statement.

As potential investors can often visit more than one county and more than one location 
within a county during a particular itinerary, tracking of the number of site visits on a country 
of origin and on a county by county basis would not give a true reflection of the actual number 
of visits made.

There is always a time lag, often stretching over many years, between a site visit and a 
consequential investment announcement.  A potential investor may pay more than one visit 
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to a particular location and negotiations between IDA Ireland and a potential client can take a 
prolonged period of time to conclude.  This often means that though a site visit may take place 
in one year, any resulting investment may not take place until the following year or later. 

The Forfas Annual Employment Survey which reports on the jobs lost and gained in the 
enterprise development agencies shows that in 2012 there were 12,722 new jobs created in IDA 
client companies.  The employment figures for 2013 will not be available until year end.

Table showing the number of site visits by Country of Origin for 2012 and from Janu-
ary 2013 to the end of September 2013

Country/Territory of Origin 2012 To end September 2013
USA 177 159
Europe 68 55
China 11 17
India 20 12
Brazil 2 2
Russia 1 8
Australia 5 6
Japan 8 9
Seoul 1 0
Singapore 2 4

22/10/2013WRK00150Enterprise Ireland Funding

22/10/2013WRK00200218. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
grants available for companies that are trying to increase their exports for fitting out new prem-
ises, buying new equipment and hiring new employees; if there is a single contact in Enterprise 
Ireland a company could approach; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44302/13]

22/10/2013WRK00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland (EI) offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients through all 
stages of the business development cycle.  These include supports for job creation and where 
appropriate, capital investment.

The main EI Grant offers available to client companies that are seeking to expand include 
the following:

- Going Global Grant - A grant for market research costs to assist companies that have suc-
cessfully established businesses in Ireland who wish to explore opportunities to internationalise 
as a route to growth.

- Internationalisation Grant – A grant to support the costs of researching and exploring new 
international business opportunities.  Eligible projects include: 1) researching a new market for 
a new or existing product or 2) researching an existing market for a new product. Eligible costs 
may include; Salaries & Overheads (for clients with less than 50 employees), Consultancy Fees, 
Foreign Travel & Subsistence, EI approved Business Accelerator Fees and Trade Fair costs.

- Job Expansion Fund - Funding towards the recruitment of new employees.

- Tailored Company Expansion Packages - Support for companies who are planning to 
undertake an ambitious expansion that will create employment and grow sales in international 
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markets.  The nature of the package will be determined through discussions with Enterprise 
Ireland.

The specific nature and level of support offered to Enterprise Ireland client companies will 
depend on the individual company’s development needs and is assessed in consultation with 
their Enterprise Ireland Development Adviser.  Development Advisers work with companies to:

- discuss business development needs;

- provide impartial confidential advice on business plans;

- provide information on the wide range of financial and business development supports 
available from Enterprise Ireland;

- guide client companies through the application process for relevant supports;

- make companies aware of sectoral events and networks of relevance to their business;

Funding decisions are broadly determined by the following criteria:

- Need for financial support for the project;

- Potential employment and sales growth;

- Previous funding provided to the company;

- Regional location of the company.

Companies who are not currently Enterprise Ireland clients but who wish to contact the 
Agency can do so via the “Get Export Ready” Helpdesk at: 01 7272829 or visit the website at: 
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/Export-Assistance/Get-Export-Ready.

22/10/2013WRK00350Enterprise Support Schemes

22/10/2013WRK00400219. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of the funding allocated through the microenterprise loan fund scheme through Mi-
crofinance Ireland for an area (details supplied); broken down into the number of applications 
received; the number approved; the total value of loans approved to each business; the number 
of jobs supported in each enterprise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44394/13]

22/10/2013WRK00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy 
should note that details in relation to applications to Microfinance Ireland (MFI) are collected 
at a county level only and not by specific regions within a county.  County level data is avail-
able in the quarterly progress reports from MFI which are published on my Department’s web-
site www.enterprise.gov.ie.  The progress report detailing the analysis and performance of the 
Scheme for the quarterly period ending 30th June 2013 is available on my Department’s web-
site.  I intend to publish the next progress report for the period to September 2013 by the end of 
October, once the report has been finalised.

22/10/2013WRK00550Work Permit Applications

22/10/2013WRK00600220. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding a work permit application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
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Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44518/13]

22/10/2013WRK00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): An application 
in respect of the person in question was refused on 23rd July 2013 on the grounds that it ap-
peared that no Labour Market Needs Test had been carried out.  A review of this decision was 
sought in accordance with Section 13 of the Employment Permits Act, 2006 but this was not 
received within the timeframe required by the Act.  However a new permit application has been 
received in respect of this proposed employee and I understand that officials in my Department 
are in contact with the applicant in relation to this application.

22/10/2013WRK00750Industrial Development

22/10/2013WRK00800221. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
Industrial Development Agency plans to open new offices in Toronto, Canada and Perth, Aus-
tralia; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44529/13]

22/10/2013WRK00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The location 
of IDA Ireland offices overseas is a day to day operational matter for the agency.  I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that there are currently no plans to open an office in Toronto, Canada as the 
agency has an office in New York which handles marketing and investment queries from Can-
ada.  IDA Ireland already has a presence in Australia.  The agency’s representative is located in 
Sydney.  I understand that there are currently no plans to open an office in Perth.

22/10/2013WRK00950Microenterprise Loan Fund Expenditure

22/10/2013WRK01000222. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of persons employed, and relevant pay bands for Microfinance Ireland to administer 
the microenterprise loan fund; and the management or other fees paid to the Social Finance 
Foundation for its role in oversight, administration or management of Microfinance Ireland.  
[44594/13]

22/10/2013WRK01100223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
ratio of total value of loan to administration cost for all loans made by the microenterprise loan 
fund. [44595/13]

22/10/2013WRK01200224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
recommendations or options developed from the consultation exercise conducted in the lead-up 
to the development of the microenterprise loan fund; the recommendations and options relating 
to possible delivery bodies; the name of the group that conducted the consultation on behalf of 
or in partnership with his Department; and if he will make the full consultation report available.  
[44596/13]

22/10/2013WRK01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 222 to 224, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be aware that Microfinance Ireland (MFI) opened for business on 1 Oc-
tober 2012.  As of 21 October 2013, 8 staff are employed by MFI.  Total salary costs in MFI 
may amount to not more than €500,000 in any 12 month period.  As Social Finance Foundation 
(SFF) is the only shareholder in MFI, MFI does not pay fees for oversight, administration or 
management to SFF.

Annual administration costs for MFI for the year to December 2013 are forecast to total 
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approximately €900,000.  Salaries are the largest component of MFI’s annual budget.  In the 
first full year of operations which encompass all the establishment costs the ratio of loans to 
administration is 2:1.  This is to be expected in a difficult start up environment and MFI expects 
to improve on this indicator as awareness and demand increase.  The key ratio MFI is targeting 
is operating costs per job created/sustained.  At the end of the first full year this is €3,420 per 
job.  This measure does not take account of cost avoided by the exchequer or exchequer receipts 
that may accrue as a result of each job.  MFI expects to drive down this indicator over time as 
awareness and demand increases.

On foot of the Programme for Government my Department developed the Microfinance 
proposal, in close consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the Department of Fi-
nance, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the European Investment Bank, and 
more detailed discussions with practitioners already in the area of Microfinancing.  A detailed 
analysis of other alternative delivery mechanisms was undertaken, such as: First Step, Multiple 
Lending Funds, Enterprise Ireland/County Enterprise Boards and Credit Unions.  Following 
this analysis, it was agreed by Government that there was no alternative model which could 
achieve the scale of lending and containment of credit risk required to fulfil the Commitment 
in the Programme for Government.  As set out in the Regulatory Impact Analysis published 
in April 2012, a single lender would (i) minimise overall management costs which are tradi-
tionally high with microenterprises, (ii) ensure a clear financial and management information 
reporting structure, (iii) enhance the possibility for EIF assistance and (iv) allow for a clear 
identification of the costs involved in operating the scheme.

As of 18th October 2013 MFI has approved 109 applications to the value of €1.674m sup-
porting 107 microenterprises and 237 jobs.  My Department publishes quarterly progress re-
ports on the Microenterprise Loan Fund on my Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie.  
The progress report detailing the analysis and performance for the quarterly period ending 30 
June 2013 is available on my Department’s website.  I intend to publish the next progress report 
to end 30 September 2013 shortly.  The report is currently being finalised.

22/10/2013WRK01350Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRK01400225. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out 
in the expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44749/13]

22/10/2013WRK01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The net Ex-
chequer provision as published in the Expenditure Report 2014 is €732.07 million.  This alloca-
tion will ensure that my Department and its agencies will continue to deliver comprehensive 
programmes of activity and supports in respect of the three programme areas of jobs and enter-
prise; innovation; and regulation, at a further reduced cost to the taxpayer.  It will also help to 
ensure that the Government maintains its adherence to the EU/IMF Consolidation Programme 
and return the public finances to a sound footing.

In line with commitments under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure, my Depart-
ment and its Agencies will deliver over €13 million in efficiency savings in respect of 2014.  
This significant level of savings comes in addition to savings that are being delivered under 
the Haddington Road Agreement, as well as various items of expenditure no longer included 
in my Department’s Estimate in 2014, such as costs associated with Ireland’s Presidency of 
the EU.  These savings will be delivered at the Departmental level through administrative ef-
ficiency measures and changes to business processes.  Further savings will also be delivered 
by the Agencies under the aegis of my Department through administrative and operational ef-
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ficiencies, rationalisation measures and reprioritisation of spending in respect of a number of 
projects.

The 2014 funding provision will enable the Department and agencies to provide continued 
supports for the full range of vital job measures that have proved instrumental in turning around 
the jobs market and getting growth into the economy over the past two years, such as:

Delivery of measures under Action Plan for Jobs 2014. IDA will target approximately 12,000 new jobs in 2014 whilst maintaining supports to its 
client base which currently employs over 260,000 people in Ireland. 

Enterprise Ireland will target 12,000 new jobs and generate €17.5billion in exports. The 
Agency will also support 95 new High Potential Start-Up companies with commitments to cre-
ate 2,100 new jobs.

Over €300 million in research and innovation funding supports through Enterprise Ireland, 
Science Foundation Ireland, the Higher Education Authority, Tyndall National Institute and Ire-
land’s participation in the European Space Agency.  These supports will leverage well in excess 
of €100 million in research funding to Ireland from non-exchequer sources next year from the 
likes of the EU and industry partners.  An additional €3.5 million in supports for business start-
ups and entrepreneurial supports by Enterprise Ireland through the County Enterprise Boards/
Local Enterprise Offices network in 2014.

In conclusion, I am satisfied that the provision in the 2014 Expenditure Report, enhanced 
by any additional provision accruing from the carryover of capital savings in 2013, will ensure 
that the requisite supports are in place in my Department to continue the work in turning around 
the jobs market and returning growth to the economy.

22/10/2013WRK01550Poverty Impact Assessment

22/10/2013WRK01600226. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to conduct 
a poverty impact assessment on the impact of the revised rent supplement limits announced in 
June 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44122/13]

22/10/2013WRK01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are currently over 82,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.

New revised rent limits came into force on Monday, 17 June 2013 and will be in place until 
31 December 2014.  The new rent limits were determined following an extensive review of 
the private rental market which showed rising rents for urban centres, particularly Dublin and 
Galway and reduction in rents for the majority of counties.  The new limits continue to ensure 
that value for money is achieved while, at the same time, people on rent supplement are not 
priced out of the market for private rented accommodation.  The purpose of rent limits is to pro-
vide adequate access to accommodation for rent supplement tenants, while paying a minimum 
contribution.  Where rent limits have fallen, this is due to the local rental market’s supply and 
demand conditions which set the local pricing levels of rental property in the respective area.

Officials in the Department continue to examine the impact of the rent limits on those who 
claim rent supplement and ensure that their accommodation needs are met.  Accordingly it is 
not proposed to conduct a poverty impact assessment.
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22/10/2013WRK01750Civil Registration Legislation

22/10/2013WRK01800227. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are 
legislative provisions under which the death of unborn children, other than stillborn, may be 
registered by the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44580/13]

22/10/2013WRK01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The loss of a child in any circum-
stances is an extremely tragic event for a family and I would like to extend my deepest sym-
pathies to those families who have lost children.  The procedures governing the registration of 
deaths are provided for under Part 5 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004.  When a death occurs 
it is registered on foot of a certificate of cause of death supplied by a registered medical practi-
tioner.  Where a death is referred to a coroner, the death is registered by a registrar on foot of a 
coroner’s certificate. These are the only circumstances under which a death can be registered.  
While acknowledging that the loss of an unborn child is very sad for the family concerned it 
would not be practical or feasible to establish and maintain a register of deaths in such cases.

22/10/2013WRK01950Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2013WRK02000228. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) under financial 
grounds. [44097/13]

22/10/2013WRK02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 29th July 2013.  
An information request was made to the person in question on 18th October 2013 requesting 
details of the nature of payments to a bank account.  As soon as the information is received , the 
application  will be processed and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

22/10/2013WRK02150Supplementary Welfare Allowance Eligibility

22/10/2013WRK02200229. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 3 is entitled to any supplementary benefit; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44123/13]

22/10/2013WRK02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not 
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  It is expected that the estimated 
expenditure for ENPs in 2013 will be over €35 million.

There is no automatic entitlement to an ENP payment.  ENPs are payable at the discretion 
of the officers administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legisla-
tion and all the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target 
those most in need of assistance.  The scheme is not intended to cover circumstances where 
responsibility rests with another Government Department or Agency.  Concerns in relation to 
the charges levied on residents by the organisation concerned should be raised with the manage-
ment of the facility and the Health Service Executive.

22/10/2013WRK02350Invalidity Pension Appeals
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22/10/2013WRK02400230. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [44132/13]

22/10/2013WRK02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an appeals officer, having fully considered all the documentary evidence, 
disallowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned was notified of the appeals officer’s decision on 26th September 2013.

Under Social Welfare legislation, an appeals officer may decide a case before him/her on 
the basis of the documentary evidence presented.  This course of action was taken in this case 
as it was considered that an oral hearing was not warranted.  However, as the person concerned 
has indicated that he would like to meet with an appeals officer to present his case, I am advised 
that the appeals officer  has agreed to set aside the original summary decision and to arrange to 
have the appeal considered by way of an oral hearing.

The person concerned will be notified of the arrangements for the oral hearing in due course.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRK02550Disability Support Services Issues

22/10/2013WRK02600231. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will support the 
joint pre-budget submission by organisations (details supplied) that clearly show that cuts are 
affecting persons with an intellectual disability and-or autism in a multitude of ways; if she 
will ensure that all Departments start making persons with a disability a priority; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44148/13]

22/10/2013WRK02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the outset, I would point out 
that my department has striven to maintain the level of income and employment supports for 
people with disabilities against a background where very significant reductions in the depart-
ment’s budget over successive years had to be imposed in order to comply with the national 
recovery programme.  However, against this backdrop, my department will spend €19 billion 
on social protection measures next year.

People with disabilities are a priority for my department and in relation to the points made in 
the pre-Budget submission to which the Deputy refers, I would point out that core weekly social 
welfare payments for people with disabilities have been maintained for 2014 (except in the case 
of some 2,000 Invalidity Pension recipients aged 65 whose weekly rate is being adjusted to take 
account of the abolition of the State Pension Transition), the fuel allowance season remains 
unchanged for 2014, and the respite care grant remains unchanged for 2014.

My Department also provides a wide range of income and work related supports (previ-
ously operated by FÁS) for people with disabilities.  These include the EmployAbility Service 
(formerly the Supported Employment Programme) which facilitates the integration of people 
with disabilities into paid employment in the open labour market and a number of employment 
supports aimed at employers for e.g., the Wage Subsidy Scheme - which pays an employer a 
subsidy for employing a person with a disability; the Work Equipment Adaptation Grant, the 
Employee Retention Grant and the Disability Awareness Support Scheme. Community Em-
ployment (CE) schemes are also available to people with disabilities.

In relation to specific activation measures for people with disabilities, I would point out that 
I launched the Disability Activation Project at the end of 2012.  This is co-funded with the EU 
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and is providing over €7 million to 14 projects (which will run until early 2015 across the BMW 
region to address 4 specific strands around the employment of people with disabilities: (i) Im-
proving Access to Employment. (ii) Progression Programmes for Young People. (iii) Support 
for Progression and Retention of People with an Acquired Disability. (iv) Innovative Employer 
Initiatives.

I am confident that these projects listed will provide significant guidance and learning on 
how best to ensure that people with disabilities are assisted to enabled and  participate fully in 
the labour market.  The outcomes of these projects will be crucial in determining the optimum 
approaches that should be taken in mainstreaming activation measures generally for people 
with disabilities. In the meantime, whilst priority is currently being given to unemployed people 
on the Live Register in terms of the INTREO service, it is open to any person with a disability 
to apply to avail of the service.

22/10/2013WRK02725Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

22/10/2013WRK02800232. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork has not received any payment of jobseeker’s benefit after 
receiving a letter from the appeals office on 4 September stating an appeal had been successful.  
[44152/13]

22/10/2013WRK02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an appeals officer having fully considered all of the available evidence, in-
cluding that adduced at oral hearing, decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned.  The 
person concerned was informed of the Appeals Officers decision on 4 September 2013.

The appeal in question was returned to the Social Welfare Appeals Office by the Deciding 
Officer seeking clarification of the Appeals Officers decision.  The Appeals Officer dealing with 
this case has clarified the issue in question and has reiterated his original decision and the file 
will be returned to the Department for implementation of the Appeals Officers decision.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation 
to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRK02950Work Placement Programme

22/10/2013WRK03000233. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to include 
persons on disability allowance in the Gateway scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44175/13]

22/10/2013WRK03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Gateway is a joint initiative be-
tween this Department and county and city councils which will provide short-term work place-
ment opportunities with county and city councils.  The objectives of Gateway include assisting 
the personal and social development of participants, supporting the work-readiness of people 
who are unemployed for two or more years and bridging the gap between unemployment and 
re-entering the workforce.  Eligibility is confined to those in receipt of a job seekers payment 
from the Department of Social Protection.  These provisions are to ensure a highly targeted 
approach to those who are becoming long term unemployed.  A person cannot apply for a 
Gateway.  All selection is by way of random selection by the Department of Social Protection 
from those 24 months or more unemployed and in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment at the time 
of selection.
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Persons in receipt of disability allowance are eligible for a range of other job activation ini-
tiatives of more rehabilitative nature, including community employment.  The Deputy should 
note that I increased the range of options available to persons in receipt of disability allowance 
last year as JobBridge - the national internship scheme – was broadened to include people in 
receipt of disability allowance.

22/10/2013WRK03150Carer’s Allowance Payments

22/10/2013WRK03200234. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an overpayment 
of carer’s allowance will be reviewed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44194/13]

22/10/2013WRK03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The death of the brother of the per-
son concerned did not contribute to the overpayment.  The overpayment occurred as the person 
concerned received state pension contributory in conjunction with full rate carer’s allowance.  
A person is entitled to receive half rate carer’s allowance with another social welfare payment.  
The person in question was not entitled to full rate carers allowance for the period from 11th of 
April 2013 to 17th July 2013 as outlined in letters issued to him on 10th July and 2nd October 
2013.  This decision creates an overpayment of €2482.60 and this sum is recoverable by the 
department.

The person concerned has 21 days to request in writing a review or appeal of this decision.  
An officer from this Department will be in touch with the person concerned with regard to the 
recovery of the overpayment in due course.  The Department would like to offer condolences 
to the family of the deceased.

22/10/2013WRK03350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

22/10/2013WRK03400235. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on a domiciliary care application which was to be reviewed based on new medical evi-
dence in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.  [44195/13]

22/10/2013WRK03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The most recent application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on 30th November 
2012.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found 
that the child was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on 9th February 
2013 refusing the allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this 
decision and was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 20th August 2013 that the 
appeal had been disallowed.

The decision-appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding and appeals officers 
when they made their decisions, it is open to him to re-apply for the allowance.

22/10/2013WRL00150Civil Registration Legislation

22/10/2013WRL00200236. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine 
the circumstances regarding outdoor ceremonies (details supplied); if she will clarify if it is the 
case that the ceremonies mentioned cannot be conducted outdoors, if so, the rationale for this 
and if there is flexibility in this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44196/13]
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22/10/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The notification, solemnisation 
and registration of marriages are governed by Part 6 of the Civil Registration Act 2004.  Sec-
tion 51(2)(c) of the Act provides that a registered solemniser “…shall not solemnise a marriage 
unless the solemnisation takes place in a place that is open to the public”.

Section 51(5) states that this, and certain other requirements, are declared to be substantive 
requirements for marriage.  In other words, failure to comply with the terms of section 51(2)(c) 
renders the marriage void. 

The requirement that the place for solemnisation of a marriage is open to the public is cur-
rently taken to mean that the place must be a building that is easily identifiable by its address, 
and that it is open to the public to enter at all reasonable times, but especially on the day on 
which an intended marriage is to be solemnised.

The intention is to prevent marriages from taking place in secret so as to avoid situations 
where marriages are solemnised to which there may be an impediment, to prevent forced mar-
riages, and to provide an opportunity for members of the public to make objections to marriages.

I understand that a letter has recently issued from the Registrar General to all religious and 
secular bodies outlining the policy in operation in relation to marriage ceremonies currently. 

The Department will keep the procedures regarding the solemnisation of marriages under 
review with a view to ensuring that they are in keeping with the updating of the Civil Registra-
tion Act 2004 through the Civil Registration (Amendment) Bill 2013 which I hope to publish 
early next year.

22/10/2013WRL00350Back to Education Allowance

22/10/2013WRL00400237. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
who left the live register to go onto back to education allowance in August and September 2013; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44210/13]

22/10/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A total of 12,719 customers were 
re-classified as back to education allowance during the months of August and September 2013.  
The vast majority of these customers would have originally been in receipt of either jobseekers 
allowance or jobseekers benefit.  It does, however, also include some other categories of cus-
tomers, such as one-parent family payment, who are not included on the Live Register.

22/10/2013WRL00550Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2013WRL00600238. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 147 of 26 September 2013, the documentation outstanding in respect 
of an application for jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44211/13]

22/10/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was re-
quested to submit documentation in relation to his means during his period of absence from the 
state, which according to the information available to this Department was from 14 July 2013 
until 15 August 2013.

22/10/2013WRL00750Invalidity Pension Appeals
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22/10/2013WRL00800239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
an entitlement to invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44212/13]

22/10/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
persons who are permanently incapable of work and who satisfy the PRSI contribution condi-
tions.

The person in question was in receipt of invalidity pension from 29 January 2009.  Follow-
ing a review of her claim, her payment was suspended with effect from 23 May 2013, as it was 
discovered that she was working without permission while in receipt of an invalidity pension.

Upon further enquiries by the Department, the claimant submitted a payslip and a date of 
commencement of employment on 30 May 2013.  The claimant further indicated that her em-
ployment was continuing.

A letter issued to the person concerned inviting her to forward in writing any observations 
or comments regarding her invalidity pension claim and her employment.

On 8 October 2013, a deciding officer disallowed invalidity pension in respect of the person 
concerned from 05/01/2012 to 22/05/2013 on the ground that she was working while in receipt 
of invalidity pension.  The resulting overpayment amounts to €16,077.60.  The person in ques-
tion was advised of her right to seek a review or to appeal the decision to the independent Social 
Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).

The person concerned has lodged an appeal and all relevant papers will be prepared and 
forwarded to the SWAO as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRL00950Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL01000240. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo may expect a disability allowance claim to be processed; the reason 
the application has been delayed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44218/13]

22/10/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19th 
February 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 22nd August and the case was referred to an Appeals Officer.  I am advised by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that a decision will issue to the person concerned within the next week.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL01150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL01200241. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44277/13]
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22/10/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
15th October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL01350Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2013WRL01400242. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an in-
validity pension appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44286/13]

22/10/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL01550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL01600243. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance overpayment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44292/13]

22/10/2013WRL01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2nd Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Deputy’s representations on this mat-
ter will be included with the documentary evidence when it is being forwarded to the Appeals 
Officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL01750Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL01800244. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
decision on a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44294/13]
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22/10/2013WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the case 
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL01950Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL02000245. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection when the outcome and 
response will be forthcoming on an appeal for a domiciliary care allowance payment in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44299/13]

22/10/2013WRL02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
3rd October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2013WRL02200246. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[44304/13]

22/10/2013WRL02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL02350Family Income Supplement Applications

22/10/2013WRL02400247. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for family income supple-
ment. [44306/13]

22/10/2013WRL02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings. 

The person concerned applied to have their FIS payment renewed with effect from 12 Sep-
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tember 2013.  Before their entitlement could be determined a report was sought from the social 
welfare inspectorate confirming household income and employment status.

Following receipt of the social welfare inspector’s report, the renewal application for the 
person concerned has been processed.  Their FIS payment has been renewed in respect of fam-
ily of 4 children, at the weekly rate of €325 with effect from 12 September 2013.

Payment of FIS will be made to the nominated bank account of the person concerned for 52 
weeks up to 10 September 2014, provided they remain in employment at a minimum level of 
38 hours per fortnight.

22/10/2013WRL02550Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL02600248. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for disability allowance. 
[44308/13]

22/10/2013WRL02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence 
including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person con-
cerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL02750Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2013WRL02800249. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[44309/13]

22/10/2013WRL02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22nd 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 13th September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL02950Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2013WRL03000250. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[44311/13]
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22/10/2013WRL03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th June 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 16th 
September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 251 withdrawn.

22/10/2013WRL03250Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL03300252. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for domiciliary care allowance. 
[44313/13]

22/10/2013WRL03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 12th September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the docu-
mentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRL03450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRL03500253. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[44315/13]

22/10/2013WRL03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has been referred to an Appeals Officer, 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM00150Free Travel Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRM00200254. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for companion free travel 
pass. [44316/13]
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22/10/2013WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I wish to inform you that the cus-
tomer’s application for Companion Free Travel Pass was medically assessed by the Deputy 
Chief Medical Advisor on 16 September, 2013.  The medical opinion was conveyed to House-
holds Benefits Section, Sligo and the customer should have been contacted regarding the deci-
sion on his application.

22/10/2013WRM00350Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2013WRM00400255. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[44317/13]

22/10/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 13 
September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM00550Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRM00600256. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for back to school clothing 
and footwear allowance. [44318/13]

22/10/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for back to school 
clothing and footwear allowance was received from the person concerned on 3 September 2013.  
The application was processed on the 24 of September 2013 and payment of €300 issued to the 
nominated bank account on 26 September 2013.

22/10/2013WRM00750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRM00800257. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance. 
[44319/13]

22/10/2013WRM00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 10 Oc-
tober 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM00950Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRM01000258. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for disability allowance. 
[44320/13]

22/10/2013WRM01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM01150Jobs Ireland

22/10/2013WRM01200259. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has carried 
out an audit of how easy it is for employers to post jobs on the FÁS website; if not, is this some-
thing that she will consider doing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44335/13]

22/10/2013WRM01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The possibility for employers to 
post jobs on the Jobs Ireland service (formerly FÁS) is no longer available via the FÁS URL 
(i.e. www.fas.ie).  Since June 2012 employers can post jobs via the employer section of the 
Department of Social Protection’s website (www.welfare.ie). This is also accessible using the 
www.jobsireland.ie url.

As part of its on-going assessment of customer service the Department conducts a twice 
yearly survey of employer satisfaction with the Jobs Ireland web service. The most recent 
survey for the six months to the end of June 2013 indicates a high level of satisfaction with an 
average score of 3.9 on a scale of 1-5 where 1 is poor satisfaction and 5 is very high satisfaction.  

Notwithstanding this relatively positive feedback the Department is conscious that the web-
site was developed some time ago and compares somewhat unfavourably with more modern 
websites including those used by peer organisations in other countries.  Accordingly the Depart-
ment is currently engaged in a project to evaluate the current Jobs Ireland service and identify 
the changes need to be made in order to provide a more sophisticated online service for employ-
ers and jobseekers. 

I expect this process to lead to a redevelopment of the site in the coming year.

  Question No. 260 withdrawn.

22/10/2013WRM01350Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

22/10/2013WRM01400261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis for the 
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means test in order to determine eligibility for jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; the extent to which capital has been assessed and at what 
rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44350/13]

22/10/2013WRM01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned had means 
assessed against his jobseeker’s allowance claim arising from monies held in a financial institu-
tion as follows:

Capital Value Date applied Weekly Means 
€96,000.00 10/07/2013 €254.00
€90,000.00 18/07/2013 €230.00
€80,000.00 26/08/2013 €190.00

The means calculation on capital in the case of the person concerned is assessed as follows.  
The first €20,000 is disregarded, the next €20,000 to €30,000 is assessed at €1 per thousand per 
week, the next €30,000 to €40,000 is assessed at €2 per thousand per week, and the remaining 
amount is assessed at €4 per thousand per week.

 Question No. 262 withdrawn.

22/10/2013WRM01550Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRM01600263. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. 
[44359/13]

22/10/2013WRM01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM01750Fuel Allowance Eligibility

22/10/2013WRM01800264. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
extending the fuel allowance scheme to persons in receipt of carer’s allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44376/13]

22/10/2013WRM01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carers who live with the person 
they are caring for are eligible for the household benefits package which currently includes the 
free electricity/gas allowance, the free television licence and the telephone allowance (which 
will be abolished from 1 January, 2014).  They also receive free travel.

This year the Department will spend over €182 million on the free electricity/gas allowance 
for over 410,000 customers.  In addition, some 410,000 customers will also receive the fuel al-
lowance of €20 per week for the winter months (26 weeks) from October to April, at a cost of 
€223 million.  I was very happy to be in a position to preserve the value of the fuel allowance 
and the electricity/gas allowance in last week’s Budget.  However, I am not in a position to ex-
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tend the fuel allowance to carers at this time.

Carers receive significant income supports from my Department, among the highest rates 
of income support in Europe.  A person getting certain qualifying payments and also providing 
full-time care and attention to another person can keep their main social welfare payment and 
receive a half-rate carer’s allowance as well.  The half-rate carer’s allowance was protected in 
Budget 2014.  

The respite care grant is available to all full-time carers regardless of their means while the 
income disregard and means test for carers allowance is the most generous in the social welfare 
system.  A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of up to €35,400 
can qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance while a couple earning €59,300 will still 
qualify for the minimum rate.  Carers are entitled to an extra half-rate carer’s allowance if they 
care for more than one person and a respite care grant for each care recipient.

22/10/2013WRM01950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRM02000265. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite and 
issue a final decision on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44377/13]

22/10/2013WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, including that 
adduced at oral hearing, has allowed the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM02150Job Initiatives

22/10/2013WRM02200266. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
breakdown of employee applicants and successful employee applicants for the JobsPlus scheme 
in three counties (details supplied).  [44395/13]

22/10/2013WRM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobsPlus is a new simplified 
scheme which replaced the Employer Job (PRSI) Exemption (effective from 20 June 2010) 
and Revenue Job Assist (which commenced on 6 April 1998) schemes and is more targeted at 
channelling full time job opportunities to the longer term unemployed.  Table 1 shows details 
of application by county and the number of approved applicants in each county.  Table 2 shows 
the breakdown by Dublin postcode area. 

Table 1

County Applications from Jobseekers Eligible Jobseekers
Carlow 54 46
Wicklow 66 51
Dublin 655 518
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Table 2

Dublin Postcode Area No of employees registered Approved Jobseekers
Dublin 1 15 11
Dublin 2 5 5
Dublin 3 9 6
Dublin 4 6 3
Dublin 5 23 20
Dublin 6 9 6
Dublin 6W 8 6
Dublin 7 18 18
Dublin 8 17 9
Dublin 9 15 15
Dublin 10 6 5
Dublin 11 13 10
Dublin 12 12 9
Dublin 13 15 11
Dublin 14 9 6
Dublin 15 50 36
Dublin 16 5 5
Dublin 17 9 6
Dublin 18 4 3
Dublin 20 4 3
Dublin 22 20 13
Dublin 24 48 38
Co Dublin 335 274
TOTAL DUBLIN 655 518

22/10/2013WRM02350Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRM02400267. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will issue from the Social Welfare Appeals Board regarding the appeal lodged in respect 
of a person (details supplied) regarding the decision of the Department to refuse payment of 
domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44397/13]

22/10/2013WRM02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4 July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 17 
September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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22/10/2013WRM02550Youth Guarantee

22/10/2013WRM02600268. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide an update on the youth guarantee implementation plan; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44399/13]

22/10/2013WRM02700269. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the evidence 
her Department is drawing upon for the youth guarantee models for best practice, the expert 
reports and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44400/13]

22/10/2013WRM02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
268 and 269 together.

The EU Council recommended that Member States should provide a Youth Guarantee 
which would ensure that all young people under the age of 25 years receive a good quality offer 
of employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within a period of four 
months of becoming unemployed or leaving formal education.

While it is recommended that the Youth Guarantee should be implemented as soon as pos-
sible, it is recognised that implementation will be more gradual in the Member States experi-
encing the most severe budgetary difficulties and higher rates of youth unemployment. 

The Department of Social Protection has set up an interdepartmental Youth Guarantee Im-
plementation Group with officials and programme managers from the Department of Education 
and Skills, Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, and the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs. The terms of reference for this group are to review the current range of youth 
employment policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the 
implementation of the Guarantee. 

The Department held a stakeholders’ consultation forum in relation to the Guarantee on 
October 14, and has also invited further submissions from the bodies that attended.

The Department of Social Protection has also requested the assistance of the OECD in 
developing the implantation plan.  In particular the OECD has been asked to identify best in-
ternational practice and how it might best be applied to implementation of the Youth Guarantee 
in Ireland.  A delegation from the OECD has already met with stakeholders at the forum men-
tioned above as well as with a range of relevant public bodies. 

The development of the plan will also draw on expert work already carried out by the Eu-
ropean Commission over the last few years, and in particular the Commission Staff Working 
Document (SWD) Accompanying the Proposal for a Council Recommendation on Establishing 
a Youth Guarantee, published in December 2012.  It is intended to produce a concrete plan for 
the implementation of the Guarantee for consideration by the Government in December before 
being transmitted to the European Commission by the end of 2013.

22/10/2013WRM02850Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

22/10/2013WRM02900270. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a farm 
assist review will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44402/13]

22/10/2013WRM03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned together with the relevant Departmental 
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papers were received by that office on 16 October 2013 and that the case will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRM03050Jobseeker’s Schemes

22/10/2013WRM03100271. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing jobseeker’s payment (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[44407/13]

22/10/2013WRM03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment.  The Revised Estimates for the Department 
provide for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.66 billion in 2013.

It is a fundamental qualifying condition of both schemes that a person must be fully unem-
ployed for 4 in any period of 7 consecutive days.  Where a person takes up employment the 
part-time job incentive scheme may, subject to scheme criteria, support them in making such a 
transition to employment.  The scheme allows persons who are long-term unemployed to take 
up part-time employment for less than 24 hours per week and receive a weekly income supple-
ment.  Participants in this scheme are expected to continue to make efforts to find full-time 
work.

It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more 
traditional work patterns, resulting in an increase in the number of persons employed for less 
than a full week.  This is an important policy issue for the Department but any changes to the 
current criteria could have significant cost implications. 

The Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare, which has already reported to me on a 
number of important policy areas, is now looking at the whole area of atypical work and I look 
forward to their recommendations on this issue later this year.

22/10/2013WRN00150Live Register Numbers

22/10/2013WRN00200272. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers 
on the live register for the town and district of Ballybay for each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 
and currently; if she will provide a breakdown of these figures by age, that is, 16 to 25; 26 to 40; 
41 to 55; and 56 and above; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44459/13]

22/10/2013WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Information relating to a claim-
ant’s address is not currently coded to the geographical location of the address.  As such it is 
not possible to accurately report persons in receipt of any social welfare payment in a particular 
area.

The town and district of Ballybay is in the catchment area of the Castleblaney Social Wel-
fare Branch Office.  I have provided, for the Deputy’s information, a tabular statement detailing 
the live register by age category for this office at 31st December in each of the years 2010, 2011 
and 2013 and at 30th September this year.
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Castleblaney Social Welfare Branch Office Live Register

 30/09/2013 Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Under 26 304 25 1 330
26-40 600 128 19 747
41-55 343 100 38 481
56 and over 161 33 55 249

Castleblaney Social Welfare Branch Office

 31/12/2012 Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Under 26 291 30 1 322
26-40 560 165 14 739
41-55 355 114 40 509
56 and over 169 37 48 254

Castleblaney Social Welfare Branch Office

 31/12/2011 Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Under 26 307 31 2 340
26-40 541 173 19 733
41-55 310 135 34 479
56 and over 141 42 34 217

Castleblaney Social Welfare Branch Office

 31/12/2012 Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total

Under 26 318 62 1 381
26-40 472 199 19 690
41-55 286 102 29 417
56 and over 110 41 30 181

22/10/2013WRN00350Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRN00400273. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for disability allowance under appeal will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Carlow. [44472/13]

22/10/2013WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
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tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRN00550Carer’s Allowance Payments

22/10/2013WRN00600274. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if carer’s allow-
ance will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [44473/13]

22/10/2013WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 24th July 2013.  The 
application was awarded on 1st October 2013 with effect from 31st of October 2013.  The first 
payment of carer’s allowance is due to issue to the bank for payment on 31st of October 2013.  
As the person concerned was in receipt of a higher rate of payment on jobseekers benefit which 
includes an increase for a qualified adult, the application is not back-dated to the date of appli-
cation.  Increase for a qualified adult is not payable on the carer’s allowance scheme.

22/10/2013WRN00750Public Sector Pensions Issues

22/10/2013WRN00800275. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the payments public 
sector workers are entitled to once they are retired by the State at 65 years of age where their 
pension will not commence until 67 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44523/13]

22/10/2013WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing State pension age and 
the abolition of the State pension (transition) are steps that have been taken to ensure the sus-
tainability of pensions into the future.  The decision to reform State pension was taken in the 
context of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer and healthier lives. 

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased 
gradually to 68 years.  This will begin in 2014 with the standardising of State pension age for 
all at 66 years and the cessation of State pension transition.  The State pension age will then 
increase to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 years in 2028.

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age.  This applied at a time when longevity was much lower and working patterns 
were more likely to be physically demanding.  State pension (transition) was introduced in 1970 
when it was known as the retirement pension and was designed to bridge the gap between the 
standard social welfare pension age, which at that time was 70 years of age, and retirement age.  
Over time, the age for State pension contributory was reduced to 66 years.

Public sector workers who are obliged to retire at age 65 will be able to draw their occupa-
tional public sector pension at age 65.  The changes regarding State pension will have no impact 
on such public sector workers who are on modified social insurance.  However, for those public 
sector workers who are fully insured and in defined benefit pension schemes, their occupational 
public sector pensions (and contributions) are, like many occupational pension schemes, inte-
grated (or co-ordinated) with social welfare benefits.  This means the occupational pension paid 
is based on the assumption that the pensioner also receives the State pension.

Where this does not happen, a discretionary supplementary pension may be payable under 
the relevant public sector pension scheme to bridge the gap.  In such cases, a supplementary 
pension is only payable where the individual, through no fault of their own, does not qualify for 
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social welfare benefit or qualifies at less than the maximum personal rate.  It is therefore neces-
sary to claim any available social welfare benefits in order to receive a supplementary pension.  
This situation is not new and already applies to public sector workers who have a retirement 
age below 65.

For other workers, the main social welfare payments available to those who leave employ-
ment before pension age are jobseekers benefit and job seekers allowance.  Persons who qualify 
for a job seekers payment who are aged between 65 and 66 years are generally entitled to re-
ceive payment up to the date on which they reach pensionable age.

  Question No. 276 withdrawn.

22/10/2013WRN01050Community Employment Schemes Data

22/10/2013WRN01100277. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
community employment schemes and her Department’s strategy in respect of the schemes in 
the long term; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44539/13]

22/10/2013WRN01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the programme for Govern-
ment, an undertaking was given to introduce a better approach to how the State engages with 
and supports the unemployed to get back into the workforce.  The challenge set by the Gov-
ernment in Pathways to Work is to ensure that the creation of new jobs results in a reduction 
in unemployment - particularly long-term unemployment so that individuals do not become 
permanently disenfranchised within our society.

The aim of the Department is to engage with every unemployed individual to make sure that 
their first day out of work is also their first step on the pathway back to work.  This requires a 
more focused engagement with people on CE and greater targeting of places and opportunities 
to further the progression of unemployed people into work.

Community Employment is one of a number of Employment Schemes managed by the 
Department of Social Protection.  Other smaller programmes that are similar in many respects 
to Community Employment are: the Rural Social Scheme (RSS); Community Services Pro-
gramme (CSP); Job Initiative (JI) and Tús.

The Department is continuing its commitment to getting people back to work as set out in 
the programme for Government and the Pathways to Work documents.

22/10/2013WRN01250State Pensions Reform

22/10/2013WRN01300278. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on the provision being made for those who reach 65 and would have been entitled to the 
transition pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44540/13]

22/10/2013WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing State pension age and 
the abolition of the State pension (transition) are steps that have been taken to ensure the sus-
tainability of pensions into the future.  The decision to reform State pension was taken in the 
context of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer and healthier lives. 

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased 
gradually to 68 years.  This will begin in 2014 with the standardising of State pension age for 
all at 66 years and the cessation of State pension transition.  The State pension age will then 
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increase to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 years in 2028.

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age.  This applied at a time when longevity was much lower and working patterns 
were more likely to be physically demanding.  State pension (transition) was introduced in 1970 
when it was known as the retirement pension and was designed to bridge the gap between the 
standard social welfare pension age, which at that time was 70 years of age, and retirement age.  
Overtime, the age for State pension contributory was reduced to 66 years. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that a significant number of people coming on to 
State pension (transition) in 2012 did not come from work as many were already on other social 
welfare schemes.  In December 2012 there were approximately 14,400 State pension (transi-
tion) claims in payment and of those, 12.5 per cent came from work with over 50 per cent com-
ing from other social welfare schemes such as illness benefit, jobseekers benefit and assistance, 
invalidity and carers, indicating that significant numbers of people are leaving the workforce for 
a variety of reasons well in advance of State pension age. 

In terms of social welfare supports available to those at age 65, all short term social welfare 
schemes are payable to age 66.  The main social welfare payment available to those who leave 
employment before pension age is jobseeker’s benefit.  Persons who qualify for a jobseeker’s 
benefit who are aged between 65 and 66 years are generally entitled to receive payment up to 
the date on which they reach pensionable age (66 years).  Each application for any social wel-
fare scheme is assessed on its own merit in terms of qualifying criteria and contribution history.  
Where a person fails to meet the qualifying conditions of an insurance based scheme, a means 
tested assistance payment may be available provided they satisfy the qualifying conditions in-
cluding a means test.

Further consideration is being given to the position of those exiting the workforce before 
pension age.

22/10/2013WRN01450Social Welfare Appeals Status

22/10/2013WRN01500279. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44546/13]

22/10/2013WRN01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 1st 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 16th October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRN01650Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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22/10/2013WRN01700280. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44556/13]

22/10/2013WRN01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
18th October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRN01850Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2013WRN01900281. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
rent allowance in respect of separated persons (details supplied); if the social welfare regula-
tions introduced in 2011 regarding same are a result of legislation or a decision she took; and if 
she will reverse the decision.  [44558/13]

22/10/2013WRN02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are currently over 82,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.  The 
amendment to regulations in 2011 did not make any change to the entitlement conditions for 
rent supplement.  Statutory Instrument No. 462 of 2011 revoked provisions which are contained 
in section 198(3F) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended.

In order to qualify for a rent supplement a person must have been residing in private rented 
accommodation or accommodation for homeless persons or an institution (or any combination 
of these) for a period of 183 days within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for rent 
supplement.  A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing 
need has been carried out within the 12 months preceding the date of claim and the person is 
deemed by a housing authority to be eligible for and in need of social housing support.

In all other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first 
instance, for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by a housing authority.  
Only when the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing sup-
port, does the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement.  However, where a 
claimant’s safety and wellbeing are at risk due to domestic violence Department officials oper-
ating the rent supplement scheme have discretionary powers to expedite the award of a payment 
to the person in question.

Policy in relation to eligibility for social housing and housing needs assessment is a matter 
for the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.

22/10/2013WRN02050Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

22/10/2013WRN02100282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
view the recent refusal of carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
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Kildare in view of the fact that all requested documentation was submitted; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44578/13]

22/10/2013WRN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 20th May 2013.  Fol-
lowing investigation, the application was disallowed on 4th October as the person concerned 
did not provide certain relevant information as requested by the social welfare investigative 
officer.

Subsequently, the person in question submitted additional information and requested a re-
view of the decision.  The application, along with the supplementary information, has been 
returned to the social welfare investigative officer so that his/her report on the circumstances 
of the case may be completed.  Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted the 
report the review will be completed as soon as possible and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

22/10/2013WRN02250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2013WRN02300283. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44600/13]

22/10/2013WRN02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 7th 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 17th October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

22/10/2013WRN02450Household Benefits Scheme

22/10/2013WRN02500284. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the implications of 
the removal of the telephone allowance for persons who are dependent on the land line for their 
alarm system; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44631/13]

22/10/2013WRN02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My overall concern in this Budget 
has been to protect the primary social welfare rates.  To allow us to protect these core payments, 
we have had to look very carefully at other additional payments such as the household benefits 
package, including the telephone allowance.  While we have cut the telephone allowance, there 
have been no cuts to the electricity/gas allowance, free travel, the free television licence, the 
fuel allowance or the living alone increase. 

The cost of the telephone allowance scheme has risen each year and the number of eligible 
customers has increased very significantly.  In 2007 there were some 316,000 people receiving 
the telephone allowance, today there are almost 400,000, an increase of 24%.  Each year almost 
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10,000 extra customers become eligible for the allowance because of the increased number of 
pension recipients.

The telephone allowance was introduced at a time when telephone services were more ex-
pensive and fewer people had telephones.  In recent years the nature of the telephone market has 
been transformed with deregulation, mobile services and bundled services including television, 
broadband and telephone.  There is a wide variety of deals and great competition now available. 

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government has responsibility 
for the Seniors Alert Scheme which provides grant support for the supply of equipment such 
as personal alarms, smoke detectors and security lighting to enable older people without suf-
ficient means to continue to live securely in their homes.  The grant assistance is made available 
through community and voluntary groups registered with the Department and the equipment 
supplied under the scheme remains the property of the community group.  The budget alloca-
tion for 2013 was €2.35 million.

While the equipment currently provided requires the use of a landline, there are other com-
panies in the market providing similar services based on mobile technology.  

Finally, if any person is in particular difficulty an application may be made for an excep-
tional needs payments (ENP) under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, to help meet 
an essential, once-off cost which an applicant is unable to meet out of his or her own resources.  
There is no automatic entitlement to this payment.  Each application is determined by a Depart-
ment based on the particular circumstances of the case.

22/10/2013WRN02650Social Welfare Code Reform

22/10/2013WRN02700285. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the impact the changes 
to jobseeker’s allowance for recipients aged 25 and under will have on the rate of payment to 
those engaged in the JobBridge internship programme; if those who complete their placement 
on JobBridge and return to jobseeker’s allowance will be categorised as new claimants and 
receive the lower jobseeker’s allowance payment; her views on whether the cut in jobseeker’s 
allowance is a cut to a core payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44647/13]

22/10/2013WRN02800286. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis of calcula-
tions relating to jobseeker’s allowance showing projected savings of €32 million in terms of the 
expected number of new claimants and duration of claim; if she has sought legal advice on the 
constitutionality of this legislation; if she is confident that this legislation is acceptable under 
European Union law; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44648/13]

22/10/2013WRN02900304. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the impact as-
sessment studies her Department undertook in advance of the decision to reduce the jobseeker’s 
payment to the under 25s. [44759/13]

22/10/2013WRN03000305. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that equality legislation deems that discrimination in accessing 
services based on age is illegal; if this bears any legal consequence for her or her Department 
following her decision to cut jobseeker’s payment for the those aged and under 25s by 30%.  
[44760/13]

22/10/2013WRN03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
285, 286, 304 and 305 together.
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In order to incentivise young jobseekers to avail of education and training opportunities and 
to minimise the risk of them becoming welfare dependent from a young age, changes are being 
made to the rates payable in respect of persons under 26 years of age.  Such rates in respect of 
younger jobseekers were first introduced in 2009.

By extending the €100 jobseeker’s allowance rate to ages 22, 23 and 24 the changes provide 
that claimants in this age bracket will be €60 better off if they engage in education or training 
such as the back to education programme as they will then receive €160 per week.  Persons 
aged 25, had previously been subject to no financial incentive measure, will now receive €144 
per week.  These individuals will generally be €16 better off if they engage in education or 
training as they will now receive €160 per week. 

Similarly, interns participating on JobBridge receive an allowance of €50 per week on top 
of their existing social welfare entitlement for the period of their internship.  Arrangements 
provide that a claim for jobseeker’s allowance is linked to any claim made within the previous 
12 months, so persons returning to jobseeker’s allowance following a 6 or 9 month internship 
will revert to the appropriate rate applying before their internship.

It is anticipated that the changes will affect 13,767 persons in 2014, rising to 31,577 persons 
per annum over time.

This decision was made on foot of on-going consideration of unemployment and incen-
tives policy by Government. In making such decisions it is standard practice for all appropriate 
advice to be considered.  The changes are not discriminatory but rather are targeted measures 
aimed at protecting young people from welfare dependency.

In preparation for the forthcoming implementation of the Youth Guarantee, Budget 2014 
contained an additional €46 million to support a number of initiatives aimed at young people. 
These include: - reducing the threshold (in terms of duration of unemployment) for JobsPlus 
eligibility from 12 months - to 6 months or less - in the case of persons aged less than 25 years; 
- an additional intake of 1,500 young people on to the very successful JobBridge scheme; - en-
suring that 1,000 places on the Tús scheme are targeted at young people; - developing a pilot 
programme to support young unemployed people to take up opportunities under schemes such 
as Your First EURES Job; and ring-fencing a minimum of 2,000 training places for under-25s 
by the Department of Education and Skills, under a follow-up to the successful Momentum 
programme that operated in 2013, with income support for participants being provided by my 
Department; and furthermore the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation will invest 
in the region of €2.5m next year in making funds available to young entrepreneurs via Micro 
finance Ireland and other business start-up schemes.

These measures are in addition to the significant existing spend of approximately €170m per 
annum on employment, training and further education programmes for young people.

I believe that it is necessary to provide young jobseekers with a strong financial incentive to 
engage in education or training or to take up employment.  If they do not improve their skills, it 
will be much more difficult for them to avail of job opportunities as the economy recovers and 
they are at risk of becoming long-term unemployed from a young age.

  Question No. 287 withdrawn.

22/10/2013WRN03250Household Benefits Scheme

22/10/2013WRN03300288. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if those who are cur-
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rently exempt from paying the television licence fee will also be exempt from paying the public 
broadcasting charge; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44651/13]

22/10/2013WRN03400289. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department held 
discussions with RTE and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es prior to the reduction in the annual transfer to RTE in respect of the television licence.  
[44652/13]

22/10/2013WRN03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
288 and 289 together,

Budget 2014 provides for a reduction from €59.17 million to €54.17 million in the payment 
made to the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) in re-
spect of television licences provided for some 410,000 customers in receipt of the household 
benefits package.  This budget measure will have no negative impact on any of our customers 
who will continue to receive their free television licence as part of the household benefits pack-
age.

My Department did not hold any direct discussions with RTÉ as funding for the free licence 
scheme is made to DCENR, not to RTÉ.  The proposal to reduce the payment to DCENR was 
discussed and approved by the Government as part of the normal pre-budget deliberations.

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has made proposals to in-
troduce a new Public Service Broadcasting Charge to replace the current television licence and 
which is designed to increase the revenue base and reduce evasion.  This charge is the subject of 
public consultation at present.  Officials of my Department are in discussions with his Depart-
ment as to how vulnerable customers will be dealt with in any new arrangements.

22/10/2013WRO00150Social Insurance Issues

22/10/2013WRO00200290. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if PRSI will be deduct-
ed at source from interest on deposit accounts from 1 January 2014; or if an alternative method 
of collection is proposed. [44654/13]

22/10/2013WRO00300291. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if financial institutions 
will be obliged to retain details of individuals’ PPS numbers to facilitate the deduction of PRSI 
from interest on deposit accounts from 1 January 2014.  [44655/13]

22/10/2013WRO00400292. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the yield that is ex-
pected in 2014 from collection of PRSI on unearned income; and the breakdown of the total by 
category of unearned income. [44656/13]

22/10/2013WRO00500302. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if PRSI will be pay-
able on interest on savings in 2014; to whom it will apply; and the rate of same. [44738/13]

22/10/2013WRO00600307. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection how the imposition 
of PRSI on interest on savings in 2014 will be applied in respect of accounts held in the name 
of children.  [44787/13]

22/10/2013WRO00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
290 to 292, inclusive, and 302 and 307 together.

In Budget 2013 it was announced that from 1 January 2014, the exemption from PRSI ap-
plying to employed contributors and occupational pensioners aged under 66 years, whether that 
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pension arises from that person’s own employment or the employment of his or her spouse or 
civil partner, whose only additional income is unearned income, will be abolished.  This means 
that unearned income such as rental income, investment income, dividends and interest on de-
posits and savings will be liable to PRSI at 4% provided the person is a chargeable person in 
accordance with the Revenue definition.

A chargeable person does not include a PAYE taxpayer (i) who does not have other income 
or (ii) who has an element of other insignificant income that is fully taxed through the Office of 
the Revenue Commissioners PAYE system (Revenue regard amounts not exceeding €3,174 as 
insignificant).  Individuals with income exceeding €3,174 must pay and file under Revenue’s 
self-assessing system.  This income will be chargeable to PRSI at 4% (Class K).  This new PRSI 
charge will not give rise to any social insurance benefits.

The financial institutions will not be involved in the collection of any PRSI liability.  As 
such the financial institutions will not be obliged to retain details of individual’s PPS numbers.  
Collection will be through the Revenue self-assessment system.  

PRSI is payable by any person over the age of 16 and under pensionable age who is em-
ployed or self-employed.  In determining whether or not PRSI is chargeable on accounts held 
in the name of a child the relevant issue will be the treatment by the Office of the Revenue 
Commissioners of the interest arising.  If chargeable on a child, who is under 16, in his/her own 
right, there will be no PRSI charge.

The expected yield for this measure is €14m in 2014 and €20 million in a full year.

22/10/2013WRO00750Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

22/10/2013WRO00800293. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the criteria that will be 
applied for the awarding of an exceptional needs payments in respect of funeral or burial costs; 
and the sum of money provided for such purpose.  [44657/13]

22/10/2013WRO00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not 
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  It is expected that the estimated 
expenditure for ENPs in 2013 will be in excess of €35 million.  

Application can be made under the scheme for assistance with funeral and burial expenses.  
There is no automatic entitlement to an ENP payment.  ENPs are payable at the discretion of the 
officers administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all 
the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in 
need of assistance.  In 2013 to date, approximately 2,700 payments have been made in respect 
of funerals and burials at a cost of €3.6 million, at an average payment of over €1,300.

In determining an entitlement to an ENP for funeral expenses the Department official will 
take into account the circumstances of the individual applicant and that of the deceased person 
including any money, property, insurance policies, etc.

Any persons who consider that they have an entitlement to an ENP under the supplementary 
welfare allowance scheme should contact the local officials administering the scheme.

22/10/2013WRO00950Maternity Benefit Issues
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22/10/2013WRO01000294. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form the number of recipients of the maximum payment of maternity benefit in each 
year from 2007 to 2012; and the expected number of recipients who will receive a lower pay-
ment in 2014 as a result of the recently announced changes to the payment.  [44658/13]

22/10/2013WRO01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Maternity benefit is an income 
maintenance payment awarded to eligible women for a 26-week period on foot of a confine-
ment.  Entitlement to this benefit for employees is contingent on entitlement to statutory ma-
ternity leave.  In 2013 my Department will spend €297.4m on Maternity Benefit and Adoptive 
Benefit, in respect of a weekly average of 21,800 recipients. 

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of recipients of the maximum payment 
of maternity benefit in each year from 2007 to 2012 is not readily available.  Budget 2014 pro-
vided that, from January 2014, a standard weekly rate of €230 will be paid to persons qualifying 
for maternity benefit.  It is estimated that the number of persons who will receive a lower pay-
ment in 2014 as result of the Budget 2014 change will be a weekly average of 16,317.

Persons currently in receipt and those receiving benefit before January 2014 will not be af-
fected by the change - they will continue to receive between €217.80 and €262 per week for the 
duration of their leave.

22/10/2013WRO01150Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

22/10/2013WRO01200295. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will publish the 
revised guidelines for exceptional needs payments. [44659/13]

22/10/2013WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not 
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  It is expected that the estimated 
expenditure for ENPs in 2013 will be in excess of €35 million.  

ENPs are payable at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking into ac-
count the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case in order 
to ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance.  A review of the guidelines 
on exceptional needs payments was carried out during 2012 by a working group of staff from 
the Department’s community welfare service.  One of the recommendations emanating from 
this review was to address the different approaches taken, in different areas, to the payment of 
ENPs.  

In January 2013, guidelines were issued to staff providing recommendations in relation to 
the maximum amounts payable for a number of items covered under the scheme.  These guide-
lines issued by way of an internal Departmental circular to staff administering the scheme, their 
management and support areas. I have no plans to publish these guidelines.  Details of the rec-
ommended maximum amounts provided in the circular are as outlined in the following tabular 
statement.  These guidelines assist Departmental staff and do not limit the discretionary powers, 
provided for under the Social Welfare Acts, available to officers administering the scheme to 
assist an individual or household in any particular hardship situation which may arise.

Officials in the Department continue to review the issue of payments under the ENP scheme 
to ensure consistency and fairness.

Recommended maximum amounts under the ENP scheme are as follows: 
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ENP Scheme Amount
Cooker €310
Fridge €140
Fridge/Freezer €250
Washing machine €250
Kitchen table €120
Kitchen chairs €40 each
Single bed complete   €120  
Double bed complete €180
Wardrobe €150
Chest of drawers (3) € 90
Chest of drawers (6) €100
Floor covering (per sq. meter) €10

22/10/2013WRO01350Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRO01400296. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
aged 19 to 22 years in respect of whom the back to school clothing and footwear allowance is 
currently paid. [44660/13]

22/10/2013WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and 
footwear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a one-off payment to eligible families to assist 
with the extra costs when children start school each autumn.  The Government has provided 
€48.8m for the scheme in 2013.

To date in 2013, some 14,000 persons over the age of 18 years qualified for BSCFA. Budget 
2014 provides for the discontinuance of the allowance for young people over the age of 18 with 
the exception of those attending second level education.  Young people attending third level 
education who currently qualify for the allowance would generally be eligible for third level 
student grants.

22/10/2013WRO01550Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

22/10/2013WRO01600297. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when the current re-
cipients of rent supplement will transfer to the proposed housing assistance payment; and the 
benefits she believes this will bring. [44661/13]

22/10/2013WRO01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are currently over 82,000 rent 
supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013.

In July 2013 the Government approved the introduction of the Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP).  Under HAP, responsibility for recipients of rent supplement with a long-term housing 
need will transfer from the Department of Social Protection to local authorities using HAP.  
Officials in the Department of Social protection are working with those in the Department of 
Environment, Community and Local Government, who are leading the project, in developing 
proposals to give effect to this transfer.  The intention is, following the commencement of the 
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relevant legislation, that the HAP testing phase would be initiated in the selected local authori-
ties during 2014.

Overall, HAP will provide a more integrated and streamlined service for persons and house-
holds seeking support from the State to meet long term housing costs and will provide local 
authorities greater flexibility to provide assistance to those in need of social housing.  The 
measure will secure better value for money for the Exchequer in ensuring that rental payments 
are conditional on adherence to improved accommodation standards.  One of the key benefits 
that HAP will bring is the removal of barriers for people currently in receipt of rent supplement 
in returning to employment which is consistent with the Governments commitments under the 
Pathways to Work programme.  The engagement of people in employment will ultimately bring 
about wider social benefits, both to the individual and their families and also to the economy.  
The transfer of the long term recipients to the housing authorities will assist in returning rent 
supplement to its original purpose of providing short term support to those unemployed.

22/10/2013WRO01750Mortgage Interest Supplement Abolition

22/10/2013WRO01800298. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if the abolition of the 
mortgage interest supplement will leave the State without an assistance mechanism for persons 
experiencing short-term difficulty paying their mortgage and for whom the lengthy and cum-
bersome mortgage arrears resolution process may not be suitable.  [44662/13]

22/10/2013WRO01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The original purpose of the mort-
gage interest supplement scheme was to provide short term support to eligible people who are 
unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place 
of residence.  The supplement assists with the interest portion of the mortgage repayments only.  
There are currently approximately 11,000 people in receipt of mortgage interest supplement 
with €41.8 million provided in 2013.

Under the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, lenders are obliged to put in place Arrears 
Support Units to deal with borrowers under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP).  
The most appropriate way in which customers experiencing short term mortgage difficulties 
can be supported is through engagement with their lender under this process.  Lenders must ex-
plore all options for repayment arrangements in order to determine which options are viable for 
each particular case.  These options include interest only arrangements and deferring payment 
of all or part of the instalment repayment for a period. 

The continued payment of mortgage interest supplement does little to assist recipients in 
improving the long term difficulty in addressing their mortgage problem or to provide sustain-
able solutions.  The Department has examined a number of cases which clearly show that the 
significant investment by the State in providing support under the mortgage interest supplement 
is not reflected in the customers’ outstanding mortgages or encouraged the implementation of 
sustainable solutions.

I am satisfied that the range of supports implemented by this Government, including the 
range of information and guidance resources available, are appropriate in assisting those facing 
mortgage difficulties following the discontinuance of the mortgage interest supplement scheme.

22/10/2013WRO01950Work Placement Programme

22/10/2013WRO02000299. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
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update on JobBridge; the extent of the scheme; and the numbers moving from JobBridge into 
permanent positions.  [44683/13]

22/10/2013WRO02100300. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will carry out 
an in-depth investigation into the operation of JobBridge, especially in financially successful 
companies, to ascertain the extent of abuse of the scheme in private companies; the numbers 
that move from JobBridge to permanent employment within the same company; and if there 
is evidence of those companies using the talents of those on JobBridge without it leading to 
permanent positions  [44684/13]

22/10/2013WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
299 and 300 together.

The JobBridge scheme came into operation on 1 July 2011.  As at 17 October, 2013, 22,128 
internships had commenced with 6,004 individuals currently undertaking JobBridge place-
ments and a further 2,864 internship opportunities advertised on the JobBridge website (www.
jobbridge.ie).

On 1 May, 2013, the Taoiseach and I launched the final report of an extensive and in-depth 
evaluation of the JobBridge scheme carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants.  The report 
found that the scheme operated with minimal deadweight and displacement, exceptionally high 
rates of satisfaction, both from interns and host organisations, and comparatively high rates of 
exit into employment.  61.4% of interns move into employment within 5 months of completion 
of a JobBridge internship.  

The independent evaluation found that of the interns actually in employment at the time of 
the survey, 56% were in employment with their host organisation and 44% were in employment 
with another organisation.  

In order to protect the intern and to ensure the integrity of the JobBridge scheme a variety 
of control measures and criteria are in place.  These are designed to ensure that the internship 
does not displace an existing position; that it provides an appropriate training and development 
experience; and that appropriate mentoring and support is provided to the intern.  The Depart-
ment also conducts random monitoring visits to check compliance with over 3,400 monitoring 
visits to-date; 98% of these visits have been of a satisfactory nature.  Remedial action is taken 
in all cases of non-compliance.

22/10/2013WRO02250Social Welfare Appeals Issues

22/10/2013WRO02300301. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if the issues raised 
in correspondence to her Department by a person (details supplied) in County Carlow have now 
been resolved.  [44714/13]

22/10/2013WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 7th Oc-
tober 2013 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of the 
evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be 
notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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  Question No. 302 answered with Question No. 290.

22/10/2013WRO02550Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRO02600303. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for her Department as set out in the 
expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44752/13]

22/10/2013WRO02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Budget 2014 provided for: expen-
diture reduction measures of €226 million in 2014; €30 million in savings through additional 
fraud and control measures; and €34 million in savings through efficiencies and lower than 
anticipated expenditure on certain schemes, an overall expenditure reduction package of €290 
million in 2014.

The savings in 2015, 2016, 2017 and in a full year arising from these expenditure reductions 
will be an estimated €334 million, €351 million, €363 million and €372 million respectively.

Questions Nos. 304 and 305 answered with Question No. 285.

22/10/2013WRO02850Voluntary Work Option Issues

22/10/2013WRO02900306. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if all officials at re-
gional offices of her Department are made fully aware and possess a certain level of knowledge 
of the voluntary work option, thus removing a barrier to letting persons volunteer in their com-
munity; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44762/13]

22/10/2013WRO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am deeply conscious of the long 
tradition of volunteering in this country and the contribution that volunteering makes to Ire-
land’s social fabric.  In recognition of the vital role played by the voluntary community, my 
Department operates a Voluntary Work Option scheme for customers on the Jobseeker schemes.  
Under these arrangements a Jobseeker customer may engage in voluntary work within the State 
without affecting their entitlements provided they continue to satisfy the statutory conditions of 
being available for and genuinely seeking work.  The aims of the Voluntary Work Option are 
twofold, namely: i) to encourage voluntary organisations to involve jobseekers to the greatest 
extent  possible in their activities by creating new opportunities for voluntary work; and ii) to 
inform jobseekers of their freedom to involve themselves in voluntary work and to encourage 
them to do so.

Examples of voluntary work in which jobseekers may engage include helping the sick, el-
derly or persons with a disability or assisting youth clubs, church groups, sports groups, cultural 
organisations and local resident associations. Voluntary groups may be locally or nationally 
organised and may include community groups.

Details of the Voluntary Work Option arrangements are published on the Department’s web-
site and, in order to ensure that the profile is raised, all staff involved in the administration of 
the Jobseeker schemes were recently reminded of these arrangements and of the operational 
procedures under which they operate.

Question No. 307 answered with Question No. 290.

22/10/2013WRP00150Waterways Ireland Remit
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22/10/2013WRP00200308. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
it is proposed to reopen the walkway which spans the weir on the River Shannon in Meelick, 
County Galway; if funding has been provided for this work; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that this is an important local and tourist amenity; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44424/13]

22/10/2013WRP00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am in-
formed by Waterways Ireland that it is currently preparing a submission for planning permis-
sion to construct a new walkway over the River Shannon at Meelick.  Indeed, environmental 
studies are underway to support the planning application.  

I must advise the Deputy that construction work may only commence when all necessary 
permits have been received.  It is Waterways Ireland’s intention to undertake works at the weir 
during 2014, subject to the appropriate statutory approvals being granted and financial resourc-
es being available.

22/10/2013WRP00350Natural Heritage Areas Designation

22/10/2013WRP00400309. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht his views on the impact of national heritage areas designations on areas in the buffer zones 
surrounding the NHAs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44643/13]

22/10/2013WRP00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has not set down any buffer zones surrounding Natural Heritage Areas.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 100.

22/10/2013WRP00650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRP00700311. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
payment under the turf cutting compensation scheme will be made in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44158/13]

22/10/2013WRP00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of year 1 of 15 (2011) and a payment of €1,500 in 
respect of year 2 of 15 (2012) have been made to this applicant.

The qualifying criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme are that:

 - The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of con-
servation – ownership or turbary right;

 - The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land 
in question on 25 May 2010;

 - The turbary on the site must not be exhausted;

 - The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

 - No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.
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As part of my Department’s verification procedures, the applicant has been requested to 
forward information demonstrating his legal interest in the plot to which his application relates.  
Once this information is supplied, my Department will be in a position to process his applica-
tion further with a view to the provision of compensation in respect of this year.

22/10/2013WRP00850Grant Payments

22/10/2013WRP00900312. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 744 of 18 September 2013, when payment will issue to a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44282/13]

22/10/2013WRP01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): This pay-
ment was processed by my Department earlier this week and will issue very shortly.

22/10/2013WRP01050National Partnership Agreements Implementation

22/10/2013WRP01100313. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will honour the agreement with farming organisations on the Review of Implementation of the 
Habitats Regulations 1997; if retrospective payments will be made as happened in the corn-
crake areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44426/13]

22/10/2013WRP01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I presume the 
Deputy is referring to the agreement made in 2004 under the 2003 Sustaining Progress Part-
nership Agreement.  The agreement made at that time is being implemented and, as set out, is 
subject to ongoing monitoring by farming organisations and the Department.  This takes place 
through fora such as the Designated Areas Monitoring Committee meetings.  

My Department continues to make payments to farmers contracted under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Farm Plan Scheme.  In terms of future schemes, my Department is now engaged in 
discussions with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine concerning suitable agri-
environment measures under the next Rural Development Plan.  In this regard, the Agreement 
noted that future EU policy developments on funding of rural development and nature conser-
vation would be discussed with farming organisations in relation to the management of habitats.  
The changes to CAP recently negotiated by the Irish Presidency now require such discussion.

I have no plans to make any additional retrospective payments to farmers.

22/10/2013WRP01250Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

22/10/2013WRP01300314. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will review the content and conditions of contracts issued to turf cutters under the cessation 
scheme; the number of contracts issued and the numbers returned to date; the number under 
each compensation and relocation category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43583/13]

22/10/2013WRP01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Under the 
cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, three types of legal agreements have been and 
are being issued by my Department:

 - The first is a legal agreement for qualifying turf cutters who are signing up to the annual 
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payment of €1,500, index-linked, for 15 years;

 - The second is a relocation interim legal agreement for qualifying turf cutters who have ex-
pressed an interest in relocation but no relocation site is currently available for them to relocate 
to. This relocation interim legal agreement provides for the payment of €1,500, index-linked, 
or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum, while these applicants are awaiting relocation to 
non-designated bogs;

 - The third is a relocation final legal agreement.  This agreement has been issued to qualify-
ing turf cutters where a site has been assessed as suitable for relocation and is ready, or can be 
made ready, for use for domestic turf cutting. 

Turf cutters who sign and return the applicable legal agreement to my Department will also 
receive a once-off incentive payment of €500. 

The interim legal agreement is required in the case of relocation sites because, for the ma-
jority of raised bog special areas of conservation, the relocation site and the terms and condi-
tions applicable to those sites will take time to finalise.  Turf cutters are being asked to sign the 
interim agreement on the understanding that when a relocation site is sourced, assessed and 
agreed, they will be asked to sign a final legal agreement at that time.  If it is not possible to 
find a suitable relocation site - for example, for reasons of quality or quantity of turf, planning 
requirements, or issues in relation to the purchase or lease of a site - my Department will consult 
with turf cutters as to the best option to take at that time.  

I am satisfied that the legal agreements as set out above are appropriate to the circumstances 
in these cases.

It is the aim of my Department to secure a relocation site for every person who has applied 
for one and progress is being made in that task.  However, relocation is a complex process that 
does take some time to deliver.  The agreements being issued reflect this reality.  The interim 
agreement is designed to give all stakeholders the time to deliver relocation options that work 
for turf cutters.  The clear directions that I have given my officials is to examine all relocation 
options with a view to securing alternative cutting locations for as many turf cutters as possible 
within the shortest timeframe.

1,635 legal agreements have been issued and my Department is continuing to issue agree-
ments to qualifying applicants.  Applicants have been requested to return the completed legal 
agreements within four months of the date of issue.  1,123 legal agreements have been returned 
to my Department thus far.  The numbers of legal agreements by type issued by and returned to 
my Department are not available at this time.

  Question No. 315 answered with Question No. 97.

22/10/2013WRP01550North-South Ministerial Council

22/10/2013WRP01600316. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide an update on his engagements with the North-South Ministerial Council.  [43517/13]

22/10/2013WRP01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Depu-
ty is aware, the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) was established to develop consulta-
tion, co-operation and action within the island of Ireland - including through implementation on 
an all-island and cross-border basis - on matters of mutual interest and within the competence of 
the Administrations, North and South.  The NSMC comprises Ministers of the Northern Ireland 
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Executive and the Irish Government, working together to take forward co-operation between 
both parts of the island to mutual benefit.  Six North South Implementation Bodies have been 
established.  They operate under the overall policy direction of the NSMC, with clear account-
ability lines back to the Council and to the Oireachtas and the Northern Ireland Assembly.

My Department, along with the Department of Culture, Arts, and Leisure in Northern Ire-
land, is particularly engaged in support for the NSMC in its Language and Waterways sectors, 
given our role in co-funding and supporting two North/South Implementation Bodies under 
our remit, Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga, which comprises two agencies - Foras 
na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency/Tha Boord o Ulstèr-Scotch.  My Department is fully 
committed to supporting North/South co-operation, particularly in the context of the Good 
Friday Agreement and the St. Andrews Agreement.  I, along with the Minister of State at my 
Department, Mr. Dinny McGinley, T.D., participate regularly in meetings of the NSMC, in both 
the Waterways and Language sectoral formats.  There have been four such meetings already 
during 2013 - three in Language sectoral format viz. 6 March, 19 June and 10 July and one in 
Inland Waterways on 19 June 2013 - each held in Armagh.  A further two sectoral meetings are 
planned for November.  The Council issues a Joint Communiqué following sectoral meetings.  
These are available on http://www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org/index/publications/joint-
communiques/sectoral-jc.htm. 

I also participate at the highest level of engagement, when the North-South Ministerial 
Council meets in plenary format.  There has been one such meeting this year, held on 5 July 
2013 in Dublin, with the next meeting planned for November.

22/10/2013WRP01750Seirbhísí Eitilte

22/10/2013WRP01800317. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil aon srianta speisialta i gconradh Aer Árann maidir le hearcú foirne de bhreis ar na 
gnáthrialacha reachtúla; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [44664/13]

22/10/2013WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá conarthaí ag mo Roinnse le Galway Aviation Services Ltd., a thrádálann 
mar Aer Arann, chun seirbhís aeir a chur ar fáil d’Oileáin Árann agus chun seirbhísí bain-
istíochta aeradróim a chur ar fáil. Faoi na conarthaí sin, tá dualgas ar an gcuideachta cloí leis an 
reachtaíocht ábhartha uile, ina measc reachtaíocht a bhaineann le hearcú foirne. Níl aon srianta 
speisialta i gconarthaí mo Roinnse leis an gcuideachta.

22/10/2013WRP01950Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRP02000318. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out 
in the expenditure report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44740/13]

22/10/2013WRP02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The 2014 
savings for my Department arising from measures set out in the Expenditure Report 2014 are 
the full year savings for those measures.

22/10/2013WRP02150The Gathering Initiatives
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22/10/2013WRP02200319. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he and his Department have utilised The Gathering as a means of promoting 
the arts; the extent to which the economic benefit accruing has been fully utilised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44789/13]

22/10/2013WRP02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Gather-
ing initiative, undertaken by my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, has 
the strong support of my Department and the agencies under my Department’s remit.  A range 
of actions that have been taken to support The Gathering were outlined in my replies to Ques-
tions No. 16 of 28 November 2012, No. 13 of 30 January 2013, No. 120 of 13 March 2013, Nos. 
16 and 163 of 30 May 2013 and Nos. 47 and 726 of 18 September 2013. 

Throughout 2013, my Department has worked to encourage linkages between the cultural 
area and The Gathering initiative.  As outlined previously, my Department’s Culture Ireland 
Programme, which seeks to promote Irish arts worldwide, has included as a grant condition 
for 2013 events that grantees, when presenting their work, should promote The Gathering and 
encourage their audiences to embrace the initiative. 

In addition, national cultural institutions under the auspices of my Department have identi-
fied special exhibitions to link in with The Gathering.  I understand that a great number of arts 
organisations funded by the Arts Council, particularly those involved in festivals, are participat-
ing in The Gathering.  Údarás na Gaeltachta developed a dedicated scheme to support events 
and festivals in the Gaeltacht as part of The Gathering initiative. 

My Department and its agencies have made a substantial contribution towards ensuring a 
strong linkage between the cultural area and tourism and in doing so to The Gathering.  This 
promotes and enhances the artistic image of Ireland.

22/10/2013WRP02350Heritage Projects

22/10/2013WRP02400320. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of events held throughout the year and supported or promoted by his Department or 
bodies under his aegis wherein this country’s heritage was promoted; the extent to which such 
events compare favourably with the years 2009 to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44790/13]

22/10/2013WRP02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department oversees and has policy responsibility for the conservation, 
preservation, protection, development and presentation of Ireland’s heritage and culture.  My 
Department also seeks to promote the Irish language, to support the Gaeltacht and to assist the 
sustainable development of island communities.  Information in relation to the functions of my 
Department, as well as the programmes, schemes and events operated and supported by it, can 
be found on my Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific question concerning events supported by my Depart-
ment wherein this country’s heritage was promoted, the Deputy may wish to note that my 
Department was established on 2 June 2011 and, therefore, the Deputy will appreciate that the 
information sought by him in respect of my Department can be provided for the current year 
to date and also for 2012.  I am advised that, in 2012, it is estimated that some 675 events were 
held or promoted directly by my Department or where support was committed or provided by 
my Department, wherein this country’s heritage was promoted.  In the current year to date, over 
450 such events have been held.  
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A number of State bodies and agencies with responsibilities relating to various aspects of 
my Department’s remit are funded from within my Department’s Vote Group.  The Deputy will 
appreciate that the organising of any events to promote the country’s heritage is part of the day-
to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, for the 
terms of the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a request 
that they provide information, to the extent feasible, directly to the Deputy.

Finally, if the Deputy has a particular question in relation to a specific event or issue I would 
be glad to seek to provide the relevant information.

22/10/2013WRP02550Arts Funding

22/10/2013WRP02600321. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which funding provided by his Department, directly or indirectly, for the arts in 
each of the past four years to date has attracted private or philanthropic funding; the extent to 
which employment has been maintained or enhanced accordingly, in view of the fact that ben-
efit is usually in a ratio of 4:1; if he is satisfied regarding the future development of the sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44791/13]

22/10/2013WRP02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Pro-
gramme for Government includes the following commitment in the area of Philanthropy and 
the Arts:

“We will work with stakeholders in the Arts community to develop new proposals aimed at 
building private support of the Arts in Ireland exploring philanthropic, sponsorship or endow-
ment fund opportunities”.

Since taking office two years ago, I have introduced a number of initiatives to address this 
commitment.  

In May 2012 I introduced a new philanthropic initiative for arts and culture organisations.  
The initiative - the Philanthropic Leverage Initiative - was designed to encourage philanthropic 
sponsorship and endowment of the arts from private sources.  The initiative has provided an in-
centive to arts organisations to proactively seek new funding relationships with sponsors which 
deliver private sector financial support, thereby increasing overall funding available to the arts.  
The initiative proved very successful with a multiplier of 4.26 in philanthropic donations being 
leveraged for the arts.  The arts got a boost of over €1 million last year, of which less than one-
fifth came from the public purse.  A full list of awards under this scheme can be viewed on my 
Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie.

This year, €210,000 is available to arts organisations under the Initiative.  The terms are as 
follows:

 - Up to €5,000 of funds can be accessed through the scheme if the organisation can match 
each €1 from the taxpayer with €2 from private sector sources;

 - Up to €10,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €3 from private sector 
funding;

 - Up to €15,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €4 from private sector 
funding.

In 2013, priority was given to arts and culture organisations seeking support for projects 
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that include an education component.  This is to support the Arts in Education Charter, which 
I launched in conjunction with Mr Ruairi Quinn, T.D., Minister for Education and Skills.  Ac-
cordingly, the Initiative, while continuing to provide an incentive to arts organisations to engage 
in fundraising, will also encourage arts and culture organisations to engage creatively with chil-
dren and young people and add to their education.  In doing so, they will be helping to foster 
the artists and the audiences of the future.

I should mention also that in October 2012 I hosted and chaired a forum on Philanthropy 
and the Arts in Smock Alley Theatre.  It featured speakers from key philanthropic organisations 
and the arts in Ireland.  The conference was very well attended and generated very positive 
feedback.  There is a full report of the conference on my Department’s website.

Parallel to these initiatives, the Arts Council is undertaking an initiative - RAISE: Building 
Fundraising Capacity - which dovetails with the work in my Department.  The initiative con-
sists of a programme which is providing one-to-one professional support to selected arts organi-
sations for two years to assist in planning and implementing a tailored fundraising programme 
for each organisation.  Eight leading Irish arts organisations are aiming to raise €10 million in 
private funding over the next five years as part of this Arts Council initiative.  

My Department has also provided support to Business to Arts (a not-for-profit organisa-
tion working to support resilience and transformation in the cultural sector through research, 
innovation and partnership) for a number of years and, in each of the last three years, this has 
been allocated to delivery of the New Stream Programme, which builds fundraising skills in 
the cultural sector in Ireland (The Bank of America Merrill Lynch investment in this project is 
€400k over three years).

  Question No. 322 answered with Question No. 65.

22/10/2013WRP02850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

22/10/2013WRP02900323. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which final agreement has been reached with traditional turf cutters displaced by 
EU or national conservation orders throughout the country; the extent to which he expects to 
be in the position to resolve issues in relation to the outstanding locations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44794/13]

22/10/2013WRP03000325. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he has reached full and final agreement with traditional turf cutters in Coun-
ty Kildare who have been displaced by national or EU-inspired SACs; the number outstanding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44796/13]

22/10/2013WRP03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 323 and 325 together.

2,816 applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme 
have been received and acknowledged by my Department. 793 applicants have expressed an 
interest in relocation to non-designated bogs.  1,790 payments have been made in respect of 
Year 1 of 15, 1,566 payments have been made in respect of Year 2 of 15 and 509 payments have 
been made in respect of Year 3 of 15. 322 deliveries of turf have also been made. 

Arrangements for the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made as 
regards a group from Clara Bog special area of conservation in County Offaly and a group 
from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog special areas of conservation in County 
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Galway.  The group from Clara Bog commenced turf cutting at the relocation site in Killeranny, 
County Offaly, in June 2012, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have now been accommodated. 
Turf cutting for the 2013 season took place on this site in April last.  My Department envisages 
that qualifying turf cutters from the group from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh 
Bog will be able to commence turf cutting in one of the relocation sites from the 2014 turf cut-
ting season.

Progress has been made with a view to the relocation of 7 qualifying turf cutters from 
Ballynafagh Bog special area of conservation in County Kildare to Timahoe North, County 
Kildare, which is in the ownership of Bord na Móna.  My Department envisages that qualifying 
turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog will be able to commence cutting in the relocation site during 
the 2014 turf cutting season, provided that final agreement is reached with them.  Progress has 
also been made with a view to the relocation of a small group of 3 qualifying turf cutters from 
Ballynamona Bog and Corkip Lough special area of conservation in County Roscommon to 
Togher, County Roscommon, which is in the ownership of Bord na Móna.  My Department en-
visages that this group of qualifying turf cutters will be able to commence cutting in the reloca-
tion site during the 2014 turf cutting season, provided that final agreement is reached with them.

I am advised that of the remaining 49 raised bog special areas of conservation, potential 
relocation sites have been identified for a further 32 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying 
and investigating sites.  Relocation is unlikely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for 
another 16 raised bog special areas of conservation due, for example, to the small number that 
had been cutting turf on these sites during the relevant five year period and would qualify for the 
relocation option available under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme.

Relocation is a very complex process, in terms of investigating suitable sites for turf quality 
and quantity, the infrastructure/drainage works required, establishing the number that can be 
accommodated on the site, the cost and feasibility of land purchase or lease, and possible plan-
ning and Environmental Impact Assessment requirements.  In that regard, Bord na Móna has 
assessed in the region of 70 potential relocation sites at the request of my Department.  Bord na 
Móna has also commenced negotiations with landowners in relation to the purchase or long-
term lease of sites.

There are 2 raised bog special areas of conservation in County Kildare affected by the ces-
sation of turf cutting - Ballynafagh Bog and Mouds Bog. 58 applications for compensation 
under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme have been received and acknowledged 
by my Department in respect of Ballynafagh Bog and 106 applications have been received 
and acknowledged by my Department in respect of Mouds Bog.  28 and 40 of these groups of 
applicants, respectively, have expressed an interest in relocation to a non-designated bog.  61 
payments and 12 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of the applications received from 
Ballynafagh Bog and 105 payments and 65 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of the 
applications received from Mouds Bog.

Lattins Bog, also known as Mouds North Bog, in County Kildare has been identified as a 
potential relocation site for turf cutters from Mouds Bog.  Bord na Móna had produced a pre-
liminary suitability assessment report and stratigraphy assessment report for the relocation site.  
It has now undertaken a full suitability assessment for the site and my Department has provided 
a copy of the assessment report to the Secretary of the Committee of the Kildare Turf Cutters 
Association.

There are also 2 natural heritage area raised bogs in County Kildare designated under na-
tional law in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife Acts - Carbury Bog and Hodges-
town Bog.  In May 2010, the previous Government decided that turf cutting should come to 
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an end on all raised bog natural heritage areas at the end of 2013.  However, as set out in the 
Programme for Government, the current Government undertook to review the situation with 
regard to raised bog natural heritage areas.

This review is currently underway and the future of turf cutting on such sites is being con-
sidered as part of that review.  It is my intention that the review will provide clarity for turf 
cutters and landowners in advance of the 2014 turf cutting season and my Department will be 
contacting individual landowners and turf cutters on these sites in due course.

A payment of €1,500, index-linked, or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is avail-
able under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants while awaiting relo-
cation to non-designated bogs. 

Following the Dáil motion of 7 March 2012, which called on the Government to “engage 
actively with the European Commission to seek a resolution within the terms of the Habitats 
Directive, and to prepare and submit a National Raised Bog Restoration Plan to the Commis-
sion as a matter of urgency”, I secured the agreement of the European Commissioner for the 
Environment for the development of a National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan, in keeping 
with the recommendations of Mr. Justice Quirke.  The approach of the national plan may unlock 
some flexibility, within the terms of the EU Habitats Directive, in regard to the most difficult of 
sites, where relocation options are limited.

To progress the preparation of the plan, my Department engaged a team of specialists (RPS) 
to provide the scientific basis for raised bog conservation in Ireland.  RPS has been working 
with my Department and the Peatlands Council to prepare a National Raised Bog SAC Manage-
ment Plan, a draft of which I hope to make available for consultation before the end of the year.  
Further information on the work of RPS can be found at www.raisedbogrestoration.ie.

The clear majority of domestic turf-cutters on the raised bog special areas of conservation 
are now engaging with my Department in finding acceptable solutions within the law.  The 
door is still open for others to engage in this process with me, my Department and with other 
stakeholders to address the needs of turf cutters and other interested parties.  Such engagement 
would, I am sure, help to address the needs of turf cutters more speedily.

  Question No. 324 answered with Question No. 107.

  Question No. 325 answered with Question No. 323.

22/10/2013WRQ00150Arts Funding

22/10/2013WRQ00200326. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which his Department or bodies under his aegis have financially supported directly 
or indirectly various bodies of an artistic or cultural nature in County Kildare in each of the past 
four years to date; his expectations in this regard for the current and future years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44797/13]

22/10/2013WRQ00300328. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
relation to an examination of applications for grant aid from local community based musical or 
theatrical groups, if the existence of some such groups who have never received such assistance 
has come to attention; if any evaluation will be done with a view to addressing such issues; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44799/13]

22/10/2013WRQ00400329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht on 
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the examination of applications for grant aid from local community based musical or theatrical 
groups in County Kildare, if the existence of some such groups who have never received such 
assistance has come to attention; if any evaluation will be done with a view to addressing such 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44800/13]

22/10/2013WRQ00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 326, 328 and 329 together.

The Government’s policy on the arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, 
to increase access to and participation in the arts, and to make the arts an integral and valued 
part of our national life. As the Deputy will be aware, primary responsibility for the promotion 
of the arts at all levels, throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  The Council is 
funded by my Department and is statutorily independent in its day-to-day operations, including 
funding decisions. In 2013, the Arts Council will receive an allocation of over €60.6 million in 
current, capital and EU Presidency funding.  Details of all funding provided by the Arts Council 
to arts practitioners, arts groups and venues, including arts centres, are available on the Coun-
cil’s website at www.artscouncil.ie.  In a wider context, the Arts Council support of a range of 
arts forms is set out in its strategic overview document entitled Developing the Arts in Ireland: 
Arts Council Strategic Overview 2011-2013.  In this strategy document, which is available on 
the Council’s website, its work and key strategic principles that inform its funding decisions 
are laid out.

I have outlined previously for the Deputy a range of ways in which my Department and 
relevant bodies within its remit are supporting cultural and heritage initiatives in conjunction 
with local groups and communities. These include the following cultural tourism initiatives that 
have been wholly or partly funded by my Department:

 - St. Patrick’s Day celebrations;

 - Music Day;

 - Culture Night;

 - Arts Council support of the Arts Festivals and Events scheme, which supports some 150 
small arts festivals in towns and villages throughout Ireland each year;

 - Arts Council funding of arts centres and venues around the State, as well as the Council’s 
funding of touring and dissemination of high-quality work in all disciplines through the na-
tional network of arts centres and venues;

 - The Arts Council partnership with local authorities and Art Officers throughout the coun-
try;

 - Funding of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann by my Department to support its work in the 
promotion of Irish traditional music;

 - Cultural and heritage events being held under the auspices of The Gathering;

 - Web-based projects being developed by my Department to promote greater appreciation 
and understanding of Ireland’s heritage for residents and visitors alike;

 - Collaborative work with bodies and groups such as the Arts Council, the Heritage Coun-
cil, the Irish Heritage Trust, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann and Music Network.

My Department also operates a philanthropic initiative for arts and culture organisations. 
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I would also refer the Deputy to my previous replies in relation to these matters. In January 
last, I provided details of the number of applications received for grant-aid and other forms of 
support from applicants from County Kildare and the extent to which these applications were 
approved. My Department’s website will be updated with details of grant-aid to organisations 
after the year end.

22/10/2013WRQ00550Heritage Sites

22/10/2013WRQ00600327. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which his Department continues to liaise and co-operate with the authorities in 
Northern Ireland in the promotion of heritage sites of Irish culture; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44798/13]

22/10/2013WRQ00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment’s remit in relation to North-South co-operation includes Waterways Ireland and An Foras 
Teanga (comprising Foras na Gaeilge and Tha Boord o Ulstèr Scotch/The Ulster-Scots Agen-
cy), which both have a key role in promoting tourism and cultural diversity, understanding and 
development throughout the island of Ireland.  My Department also works on a range of issues 
across the area of built heritage, arts and culture and the natural heritage with public agencies 
in Northern Ireland where opportunities for co-operation arise.

My Department provides core funding for the Heritage Council, which supports a range of 
initiatives involving co-operation with the authorities in Northern Ireland, including National 
Heritage Week, the Irish Walled Towns Network and the Museum Standards Programme of 
Ireland.  I understand that this year Heritage Week included events from Counties Antrim and 
Down and that the Irish Walled Towns Network includes, as a founder member, Derry City, 
which this year celebrates the 400th anniversary of the laying out of the ground on which 
Derry’s walls were built.  The Museum Standards Programme of Ireland, which sets out to raise 
standards of curatorship across Irish museums and galleries, includes, as one of its participants, 
the Museum of Free Derry.  Many of the museums in the programme also participate in cross 
border initiatives under their own auspices, such as Donegal County Museum, Cavan County 
Museum and Monaghan Museum.  In addition, I understand that Heritage Officers in border 
counties, who are part-funded by the Heritage Council, are involved in on-going co-operation 
and collaboration with their colleagues in Northern Ireland on heritage issues.

In September of this year, I hosted a seminar which was designed to gauge the interest of lo-
cal authorities and community groups in pursuing full nomination of World Heritage Status for 
the sites on Ireland’s current Tentative List and to clarify all the elements involved in applying 
for and retaining such status. The seminar was attended by representatives of Armagh District 
Council in connection with the possibility of including Eamhain Mhacha/Navan Fort in the 
Royal Sites of Ireland nomination (currently comprised of Cashel, Dún Ailinne, the Hill of Uis-
neach, and the Rathcroghan and Tara Complexes).  The promotion and marketing of the island 
of Ireland as a tourist designation is primarily a matter for Tourism Ireland, which, as all-island 
body, works in strategic partnership with Fáilte Ireland and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board 
and with other industry partners to expand Ireland’s valuable tourism market and to highlight 
the unique qualities of Ireland’s national heritage abroad.

  Questions Nos. 328 and 329 answered with Question No. 326.

22/10/2013WRQ00850EU Funding
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22/10/2013WRQ00900330. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which local community-based festivals have benefited from EU grant aid directly 
or indirectly, with particular reference to the specific grant aid for festivals in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44801/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Question No 763 of 18 September 2013.

22/10/2013WRQ01050Broadcasting Service Provision

22/10/2013WRQ01100331. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the mechanism that will be in place for future decisions by his Department in relation 
to the annual transfer to RTÉ in respect of the television licence. [44653/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under Section 123 of the Broadcasting Act, 2009, the Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources may, with the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form, pay RTÉ in respect of each financial year an amount equal to the total television licence 
fee receipts in that year less (i) any expenses incurred in relation to the collection of those fees, 
and (ii) an amount being equal to 7% of these net television licence fee receipts which is paid 
under Section 156 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 to the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) 
in respect of the Broadcasting Funding Scheme.  The Communications Regulation (Postal Ser-
vices) Act 2011, which was enacted on 2 August 2011, gives legal effect to the Government 
decision to distribute some of the net television licence fee monies to TG4. This figure for 2013 
is determined to be €9.245m.  There is no proposal at present to amend this arrangement.

22/10/2013WRQ01250Community Development Projects

22/10/2013WRQ01300332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide a detailed breakdown of the way the €5 million community support 
scheme was spent (details supplied) which was intended for communities where commercial 
salmon fishing was a well-established activity and where its withdrawal demonstrably impacted 
on the economic and social fabric of the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44765/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Community Support Scheme (CSS) was administered through 14 LEADER companies 
and Comhdháil Oileáin na hÉireann in respect of island communities and Meitheal Forbartha 
na Gaeltachta Teoranta, in respect of the Gaeltacht areas.  The closing date for receipt of ap-
plications was 31 March 2009 and final payments under the scheme were distributed by my 
Department to the Leader Companies in December 2009.  The following table sets out the posi-
tion in relation to the delivery of the scheme by each LEADER Company.

Leader Company Original allocation
 €

*Revised allocation 
€

Project draw-
down 
€

**Administration 
€

Clare Local Devel-
opment Co Ltd

200,000 183,000 123,560 30,000

Comhar na nOileain 
Teoranta

207,000 189,405 141,003 31,050
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Leader Company Original allocation
 €

*Revised allocation 
€

Project draw-
down 
€

**Administration 
€

Donegal Local De-
velopment Co Ltd

300,000 294,930 249,930 45,000

Galway Rural De-
velopment Co Ltd 

201,000 182,047 65,355 11,467

Inishowen Develop-
ment Partnership

308,000 282,367 198,117 46,200

Louth Leader Rural 
Development Co 

100,000 90,532 Nil 5,325

Meath Partnership 100,000 91,500 71,204 15,000
Meitheal Forbartha 
na Gaeltachta Teo

906,000 842,800 738,300 104,500

North & East Kerry 
Development

176,000 161,040 123,137 26,400

Sligo Leader Part-
nership Co 

150,000 137,250 108,346 22,500

South & East Cork 
Area Development

200,000 188,000 158,000 30,000

South Kerry Devel-
opment Partnership 

374,000 342,210 286,110 56,100

Waterford Leader 
Partnership

676,000 615,400 346,936 70,000

West Cork Develop-
ment Partnership

777,000 733,300 535,836 70,000

West Limerick 
Resources

200,000 183,000 140,113 30,000

Wexford Local 
Development

100,000 91,500 58,553 15,000

TOTAL €4,975,000 €4,608,281 3,344,500 €608,542

*10% reduction on allocations applied from April 2009 as part of the budgetary adjustments.

**Administration costs 15% of allocation, subject to a maximum of €70,000.

(In the case of Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta, this company also implemented the scheme 
on behalf of Comhar Iorrais Leader Teo).  Funding was provided against matured liabilities and 
consequently unspent funds were not drawn down by the Leader Companies.

22/10/2013WRQ01450Wind Energy Generation

22/10/2013WRQ01500333. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the steps he is taking to ensure that Irish workers, crew, boat builders and instal-
lation companies are given priority when installing offshore wind infrastructure, supporting 
and creating employment in a growing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44826/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland has one of the best offshore renewable energy resources in Europe. Cost effective har-
nessing of the potential of this sector will be crucial to reducing our dependence on expen-
sive fossil fuel imports, creating a low carbon energy system and delivering jobs in the green 
economy.  My Department is currently finalising an Offshore Renewable Energy Development 
Plan (OREDP). Informed by the findings of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), the 
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OREDP will identify how best to coordinate action across the environmental, energy and eco-
nomic development policy areas in order to realise Ireland’s abundant offshore renewable en-
ergy potential, using both offshore wind, and emerging ocean, renewable technologies.

In addition, my Department is working closely with the United Kingdom Government to 
pursue the opportunity of harnessing the renewable energy resources for export. Renewable en-
ergy export holds the prospect for significant job creation in the future, both in the building and 
maintenance of generation installations and the manufacture of components in Ireland. All rel-
evant State agencies, particularly in the enterprise area, will have to co-ordinate their activities 
early in the process to ensure we maximise the employment potential of export projects. This 
opportunity has already been identified by the Industrial Development Agency and Enterprise 
Ireland in their clean technology growth strategies.

22/10/2013WRQ01650Angling Sector Issues

22/10/2013WRQ01700334. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he has viewed the Inland Fisheries Ireland report compiled by Tourism Devel-
opment Ireland and launched on 18 July 2013 which states that the salmon and sea trout angling 
subsector alone accounts for 189,000 anglers in 2012 generating a value to the economy based 
of IFI’s calculated average spend of between €360 and €1,723 per angler of €310 million; if he 
will confirm that only 19,899 licences for game angling for salmon and sea trout were sold and 
distributed by the IFI in 2011; the reason for this discrepancy; if he will give assurances that the 
IFI is not overseeing a situation where 90% of wild salmon and sea trout caught by rod and line 
are illegal, undocumented or entering the food chain in a traceable fashion.  [44161/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01800335. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will explain the difference in value accorded to salmon and game angling 
in Ireland in the 2014 Tourism Development Ireland report of €310 million which is being used 
as justification for investment in the sector, versus the value of €38 million at the sale of 19,899 
licences generated using the same TDI methodology.  [44162/13]

22/10/2013WRQ01900336. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will explain the significant increase in value placed on salmon and game 
angling in Ireland in the 2013 Tourism Development Ireland report of €310 million on the value 
of €38 million for the sales figure of 19,899 licences generated using the same methodology and 
the value of €4.6 million for the sector as presented to the Oireachtas in the April 2003 Indecon 
report compiled for the IFI’s predecessor, the Central Fisheries Board.  [44163/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 334 to 336, inclusive, together.

The most comprehensive study of the recreational angling sector ever undertaken was car-
ried out by Tourism Development Ireland (TDI) on behalf of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). I am 
advised that TDI is a renowned and widely respected professional consultancy company with a 
global presence. TDI have been commissioned internationally by such clients as the United Na-
tions, the European Union, the World Bank, the World Tourism Organisation, the Irish Ameri-
can Cultural Institute and a range of multinational companies. Government Departments and 
Agencies from EU Member States and from countries worldwide have also engaged TDI for 
expert advice and analysis.  In Ireland, TDI has carried out work for the Marine Institute, Failte 
Ireland, Udaras na Gaeltacht as well as a host of Local Authorities and regional organisations. 
In the Northern Ireland and cross border context its clients include Waterways Ireland, Tourism 
Ireland, Northern Ireland Tourist Board and the Loughs Agency.
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The principal results of the professional and wide-ranging study of Ireland’s recreational 
angling sector, which was published in July 2013, estimate that recreational angling in Ireland 
contributes €755 million to the Irish economy and supports in excess of 10,000 jobs in periph-
eral and rural areas.  I am advised that the results in this report are based on sound economic 
principles and have been peer reviewed before publication.  IFI have confirmed that the Deputy 
is correct that 19,899 salmon licenses were sold in 2011. However, it is important to be cog-
nisant of the specific question asked in the published survey, as well as the incidence of target-
ing multiple species.

At no point does this study reference a specific monetary value for any individual species. 
I understand that there has been comment attributed to a UK based website on the published 
study.  IFI advise that having examined the figures put forward in that comment, it appears 
that the estimated maximum participation values for one species were erroneously mixed and 
inappropriately extrapolated with average spend figures for all species which unfortunately un-
derpin a complete misunderstanding of the study’s findings.  I have arranged for a copy of the 
study to be provided to the Deputy to afford him an opportunity to review it fully and would be 
happy to arrange a full briefing with IFI personnel.

22/10/2013WRQ02050Departmental Agencies Issues

22/10/2013WRQ02100337. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will state the Oireachtas joint committee to which the State agency Inland 
Fisheries Ireland is accountable; the dates and attendees at any presentations made by IFI to 
any official body of the Oireachtas or the European Commission since the establishment of the 
agency in 2009; and if these presentations were on matters of policy or financial accountability.  
[44164/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), established on 1 July 2010, is an agency of my Department, 
which appears before the Committee on Transport and Communications as required. At the 
invitation of the Joint Sub-Committee on Fisheries of the Committee on Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine, IFI attended the sub-committee in March 2013.  The details requested by the 
Deputy are set out in the table below.

Date Attendee(s) Presentation made to 
whom

Matters of policy or 
financial account-
ability

December 2011 Dr Ciaran Byrne EU Commission Matter of Policy
By invitation Dr Paddy Gargan NPWS and DAFM 

also present
Matter of Policy

March 2013 Dr Ciaran Byrne Joint Sub-Committee 
on Fisheries

By invitation Suzanne Campion

22/10/2013WRQ02250Departmental Agencies Issues

22/10/2013WRQ02300338. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the date on which Inland Fisheries Ireland last laid a copy of its annual report 
before the Oireachtas, as required by section 47 of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010.  [44165/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02400339. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
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ural Resources the date on which Inland Fisheries Ireland will comply with section 47 of the 
Inland Fisheries Act 2010 and lay an annual report before the Oireachtas in accordance with its 
statutory obligations.  [44166/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 338 and 339 together.

In accordance with Section 47 of the Inland Fisheries Act, 2010 Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) is obliged to prepare and submit an annual report on its activities to the Minister who in 
turn is required to lay the Annual Report before each House of the Oireachtas.  The 2011 IFI 
Annual Report, which reflected the first full year of IFI’s operation in its current structure as a 
national body, was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 7 August, 2013.  The 2012 IFI 
Annual Report was received in my Department within the statutory timeline and will be laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas at the earliest opportunity.

22/10/2013WRQ02550Departmental Agencies Expenditure

22/10/2013WRQ02600340. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide a breakdown in tabular form of the 2011, 2012 and 2013 
budgets of Inland Fisheries Ireland, including moneys spent on research, wages, pension, cur-
rent activities and capital expenditure, and if he will inform the Oireachtas of the reasons ac-
cepted by him or his Department to justify any increase in budgetary allocation to the IFI since 
its establishment. [44167/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was established on 1 July 2010 following the enactment of the In-
land Fisheries Ireland Act 2010, with the merger of the seven Regional and the Central Fisheries 
Boards.  Direct Exchequer funding for IFI was reduced by €2.582 million in 2010 compared to 
2009 which is mainly attributable to savings arising from the restructuring of the inland fisher-
ies sector. It is not possible to fully disaggregate on an item by item basis the savings which 
have arisen from the merger of the former regional boards; however it is clear that significant 
administrative savings have been made.

The establishment of IFI has facilitated more efficient and effective management of the in-
land fisheries resource. In addition, it has brought to bear a national perspective to formulating 
policy which is more streamlined, coherent and integrated. There is also a single allocation of 
funding to the organisation on a national basis. IFI are also employing new technologies, such 
as covert CCTV cameras, use of kayaks to conduct silent patrols along rivers and access areas 
which previously would have been difficult to get into unnoticed, in order to significantly aug-
ment coverage and increase time spent by officers on surveillance techniques which are more 
resource efficient to assist in the detection of illegal activities.

The Exchequer funding drawn down by IFI from my Department for 2010 (the year of IFI’s 
establishment), 2011 and 2012 is as follows: 2010 - €26.479 million; 2011 - €24.971 million; 
2012 - €25.448 million.  The funding allocated and available for draw down in 2013 is €28.062 
million (including once off capital allocation of €3m).  Overall, as compared with the position 
prior to the establishment of IFI, Exchequer funding from 2009 to 2013 has reduced by €1.012 
million (€4.012 million if the once capital allocation of €3 million in 2013 is excluded). The 
2013 once-off additional capital allocation of €3 million was ring-fenced for the procurement 
of a new Headquarters for IFI as part of a planned property rationalisation as the organisation 
seeks, in line with Government Policy, to exit from expensive leases. This rationalisation strat-
egy will generate efficiencies and also savings over time in relation to lease costs and in terms 
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of significantly better energy efficiency of the new HQ.

The table below details money spent on research, pay, pension, current activities and capital 
expenditure. It should be noted that Exchequer allocations do not fully cover IFI’s costs and the 
shortfall is made up from IFI’s own resources which mainly comes from licence, permit and 
contract income.

Actual Expenditure Incurred Jan – Dec 2011 
€000’s

Jan – Dec 2012 
€000’s

Jan – Sept 2013 
€000’s

Pay net of social welfare receipts 16,923 16,722 12,164 
Pensions (including gratuities) net 
of Superannuation and Spouses & 
Children receipts from staff

2,055 2,359 1,327 

Subtotal of pay costs 18,978 19,081 13,491 
Current Activities net of pay and 
pensions excluding Research

8,865 9,166 6,003 

Research current activities net of 
pay and pensions

1,168 1,183 787 

Capital expenditure 1,160 770 1,928 
Total Expenditure 30,172 30,200 22,210 

22/10/2013WRQ02750Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

22/10/2013WRQ02800341. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will provide an update regarding the fracking process here (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44341/13]

22/10/2013WRQ02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Three onshore licensing options were granted in February 2011, by the previous Government, 
two over parts of the North West Carboniferous (Lough Allen) Basin and one over parts of 
County Clare. These licensing options conferred upon the holders the first right to apply for an 
exploration licence over the areas concerned. I can confirm that two of the three companies, 
(Tamboran Resources and Enegi) have submitted applications for a follow-on exploration li-
cence.

I have made it clear on a number of occasions that any application for an exploration licence 
that proposed the use of hydraulic fracturing as part of an unconventional gas exploration pro-
gramme would be subject to an environmental impact assessment. I have also made clear that 
such an environmental impact assessment would be informed by the findings of further research 
to be commissioned by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and that no decision would 
be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fracturing in exploration drilling in Ireland 
until there has been time to consider the outcome of this further EPA research.  I do not propose 
to consider applications for exploration authorisations in respect of other onshore areas until the 
EPA research has concluded.

22/10/2013WRQ02950Telecommunications Services Provision

22/10/2013WRQ03000342. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will immediately intervene and assist a community (details supplied) in County 
Kerry, in what is now a major health and safety issue as emergency services cannot be contacted 
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in the event of an emergency; if he will request Eircom to immediately address and rectify the 
abysmal level of land-line service in this area that has been ongoing for a number of years now; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44634/13]

22/10/2013WRQ03100344. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the position regarding problems with the land-line phone service in Inny Valley, 
Mastergeehy, Killarney, County Kerry, where up to 40 homes are affected by this problem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44728/13]

22/10/2013WRQ03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 342 and 344 together.

All citizens are entitled to reasonable access to basic telephone services at fixed locations 
in accordance with the universal service provisions contained in the European Communities 
(Electronic Communications Networks and Services) (Universal Service and User’s Rights) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. 337/2011). It is a statutory function of the Commission for Communi-
cations Regulation (ComReg), the independent market regulator, to regulate the performance 
of the universal service obligation. ComReg has designated Eircom as the universal service 
provider (USP) for a period of two years up to 30 June 2014. Under this obligation Eircom is 
required to meet binding performance targets regarding the provision of connections to a public 
telecommunications network, the fault rate occurrence in the provision of associated commu-
nications services and fault repair times when faults do occur. Any failure by Eircom to meet 
these targets is a matter for ComReg; I have no statutory role in this process. I have therefore 
copied the Deputies complaints to ComReg for further investigation.

22/10/2013WRQ03250Broadcasting Service Provision

22/10/2013WRQ03300343. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his views on the reduction in the annual transfer to RTE in respect of the TV 
licence; the impact it will have on the output from RTE; and if his Department was consulted 
prior to the decision. [44669/13]

22/10/2013WRQ03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The 2014 Budget provided for a €2.5 billion adjustment in the Government’s fiscal position.  
Expenditure cuts of €1.6 billion were central to this adjustment and difficult decisions were 
required across all Departmental budgets. By its very nature, this process involved detailed 
and ongoing consideration at Departmental and Ministerial level of the range of potential ex-
penditure reductions, some of which were only mooted shortly before settling of the Budget 
by Government.  As part of this process, a decision was taken by Government on the proposal 
of the Department of Social Protection to reduce by €5m the amount required to be paid to my 
Department by the Department of Social Protection for free television licences. This measure 
will result in RTÉ’s licence fee income being cut by over €4.6m from the start of 2014, as well 
as a reduction of around €350,000 in the amount available to the independent production sector 
through the BAI’s Sound & Vision Fund.

The BAI’s Five Year Review of the Funding of the Public Service Broadcasters (PSBs) was 
published in July of this year and made a number of recommendations in relation to the future 
funding of the PSBs. It is my intention that the recommendations made in this Review will 
serve as the basis for future decisions on the funding of the PSBs.  RTÉ continues to make con-
siderable efforts to achieve its target of breaking even at the end of this year and I am informed 
that RTÉ remains on course to achieve this outcome. While the prevailing challenging financial 
circumstances and this reduction in its licence fee revenue may have an impact on the provision 
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of some RTÉ services next year, I am hopeful that RTÉ can continue to protect and promote its 
core public service output in 2014.

Question No. 344 answered with Question No. 342.

22/10/2013WRR00088Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRR00100345. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his 
Department as set out in the Expenditure Report 2014, as provided for in the Expenditure Re-
port 2013.  [44742/13]

22/10/2013WRR00200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The 2014 Expenditure Report estimate for voted expenditure for my Department is €401 mil-
lion, consisting of €321 million in current expenditure and €80 million in capital expenditure. 

The full year reduction over the 2013 estimate amounts to €14.5 million with €9.5 million 
current savings and €5 million capital savings identified.  Current expenditure sees a reduction 
in the following areas: Payroll savings; Grant in Aid to RTE; the Broadcasting Fund; and Com-
munications, Energy and Inland Fisheries programme areas.

In relation to capital, there are reductions in Energy and Natural Resources allocations along 
with an increase of €12.5 million in the allocation for Communications programmes. 

In addition to the amounts shown in the estimates for my Department, under the Govern-
ment’s Stimulus Package, I secured an additional €30m in funding to increase investment in 
the Better Energy and Warmer Home energy efficiency schemes to a total of €57 million in 
2014.  These schemes fund energy efficiency improvements by householders as well as energy 
efficiency measures free of charge to low-income households.  In 2014, over 30,000 homes are 
expected to benefit from energy efficiency upgrades under these schemes, bringing the total 
number of homes supported to more than 290,000. 

This detail will be shown in full in the Revised Estimates which will be published in the 
coming weeks.

22/10/2013WRR00250Homeless Accommodation Provision

22/10/2013WRR00300346. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will commit to ending long-term homelessness by restoring the home-
less budget to 2012 allocation levels, with no further cuts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44121/13]

22/10/2013WRR00400365. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the amount of cuts made to front-line homeless services as a result of 
budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44591/13]

22/10/2013WRR00500369. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will clarify the budget 2014 allocation to address long-term homeless-
ness; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44667/13]

22/10/2013WRR00600381. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the progress made by his Department to date in eliminating homeless-
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ness in line with the Government’s pledge to end long-term homelessness by 2016.  [44775/13]

22/10/2013WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 346, 365, 369 and 381 
together.   

My Department provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs of 
homeless accommodation and related services under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.  I am 
pleased to confirm that my Department’s 2014 homeless budget will be maintained at the same 
level as 2013 - €45 million.  While this amount represents a decrease of 3.32% on the 2012 out-
turn, homelessness funding from my Department has been substantially protected over the past 
number of years despite the wide-scale pressure for reductions in Government spending across 
all Departments. 

Earlier in 2013, I published the Government’s Homelessness Policy Statement in which I 
outlined the Government’s aim to end long-term homelessness by the end of 2016.  The state-
ment emphasises a housing-led approach which is about accessing permanent housing as the 
primary response to all forms of homelessness.  The availability and supply of secure, afford-
able and adequate housing is essential in ensuring sustainable tenancies and ending long-term 
homelessness.  When I published the statement, I announced a set of indicators which will be 
used to demonstrate the dynamics of homelessness as it is addressed.  These indicators will 
give a clearer picture of homelessness in Ireland, and, in quantifying its on-going extent, will 
support the bringing forward of realistic and practical solutions.  I also established a high-level 
three-person oversight group for the purpose of reviewing the progress of the approach being 
advocated in the statement, identifying obstacles and proposing solutions.  The group expects 
to provide me with its first report shortly.   

Arrangements have been put in place to provide for the delegation of homelessness fund-
ing to the lead housing authority in each of the 9 regions.  The regional approach is considered 
more appropriate as it helps to bring a more strategic perspective to bear on action to address 
homelessness, including avoidance of over-concentration of homelessness services in certain 
centres and promoting appropriate regional availability of services, consistent with need.  These 
arrangements place an emphasis on increased decision making at local level, in lieu of the exist-
ing individual project based arrangements, to improve overall efficiency and value for money, 
and allow greater local decision making in homeless services.  They also seek to ensure that 
the measures being pursued by housing authorities reflect the housing-led approach advocated 
in the policy statement, that actions are in place towards achieving the target of ending long-
term homelessness by the end of 2016, and that evidence to support progress will be presented 
through the reports on the indicators. 

My Department is currently engaging with a number of lead housing authorities and is con-
sidering the appropriate allocation of the 2014 homeless budget so as to ensure that Section 10 
homeless funding contributes to meeting the needs in the various regions.

22/10/2013WRR00750Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report

22/10/2013WRR00800347. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will confirm the details of the new local election boundaries af-
fecting a town (details supplied) in County Meath; the practical implications of this in terms of 
engineering and administration services to these areas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44143/13]
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22/10/2013WRR00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report 2013 it is recommended that 
County Meath be divided into the six local electoral areas of Kells, Navan, Trim, Ratoath, Ash-
bourne and Laytown-Bettystown for the election of 40 members to the county council.  Each lo-
cal electoral area is comprised of a number of electoral divisions.  These are listed in the report.  
I understand that the town of Duleek is partly in the Duleek electoral division, which will be in 
the Laytown-Bettystown local electoral area, and partly in the Ardcath electoral division which 
will be in the Ashbourne local electoral area. 

In publishing the report of the committee on 30 May 2013, I announced that I accepted in 
full the recommendations therein and would make, in due course, the necessary local electoral 
area orders to give them effect.  The local electoral areas specified in these orders, and the num-
ber of members to be elected for each area, will apply at the 2014 local elections.  It will be a 
matter for Meath County Council and the members elected for the two relevant local electoral 
areas to ensure that the services provided for Duleek and the surrounding area are inclusive.

22/10/2013WRR00950Social and Affordable Housing Provision

22/10/2013WRR01000348. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has provided funding for a development in an estate (details 
supplied) in County Dublin; the level of funding involved and the conditions this funding is 
based upon; if an alternative site was considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44201/13]

22/10/2013WRR01100349. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has met with local residents with regard to their concerns about a develop-
ment in an estate (details supplied) in County Dublin. [44202/13]

22/10/2013WRR01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

My Department received a proposal from South Dublin County Council for the construction 
of 11 infill housing units, comprised of ten 3-bed and one 4-bed two-storey semi-detached and 
terraced units at St Marks Estate, Clondalkin at an estimated cost of €2 million.  Having regard 
to the existing high level of commitments under my Department’s Social Housing Investment 
Programme I am not in a position to approve the proposal at this time. 

My Department understands that a public consultation process was held in accordance with 
the procedures relating to Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2012 and 
that this process afforded members of the community an opportunity to make submissions and 
observations in relation to the proposed infill scheme.  I also understand that the proposal was 
brought before, and approved by, the Council on 9 September, 2013.

22/10/2013WRR01250Social and Affordable Housing Provision

22/10/2013WRR01300350. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total amount of money from the recently announced jobs stimulus capital 
programme that will be spent on social housing building; the deadline for applications by local 
authorities for this funding; the dates on whch decisions may be expected on the local author-
ity applications; the date(s) on which the funding will be realeased for successful applicants; 
the deadline by which all such funds must be spent; and the number of applications from local 



22 October 2013

251

authorities recieved to date broken down by local authority and location of proposed build. 
[44265/13]

22/10/2013WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I expect the recently announced €30 million additional 
investment in social housing to deliver up to 500 local authority homes for families on the 
housing waiting list.  Approximately half of this investment will facilitate the construction of 
new infill housing developments in areas with a high demand for social housing.  It is intended 
that €15 million will be invested in bringing vacant and boarded-up local authority houses back 
into productive use. 

The detailed arrangements for the implementation of the two measures are being developed 
by my Department at present.  I intend to announce these arrangements as soon as possible with 
a view to having the investment programme up and running as early as possible in 2014.

22/10/2013WRR01475Planning Issues

22/10/2013WRR01500351. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider introducing legislation restricting high tree growth to ad-
dress ongoing difficulties with lack of light and loss of light for affected householders; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44287/13]

22/10/2013WRR01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no legislation in Ireland regulating the height of 
trees and hedges and I have no current plans to introduce legislation on this matter.  My Depart-
ment understands that there is no right in Irish law to receive light in a garden and that, while 
there is a civil remedy of nuisance available in respect of the branches or roots of a neighbour’s 
trees encroaching on one’s property, there is no civil law remedy in respect of the loss of light 
in a garden due to a neighbour’s high trees or hedges.  I have recently been in correspondence 
with the Joint sub-Committee on Public Petitions on this matter and will give consideration to 
their recommendations on this issue.

22/10/2013WRR01650Housing Regeneration

22/10/2013WRR01700352. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is any progress in his Department in endorsing the social, economic 
and environmental plan produced by the rapid area implementation teams in the northside of 
Cork city under the city north-west regeneration scheme and in funding the recommendations 
outlined in the SEEP; his views on whether regeneration has to be more than bricks and mortar 
and whether the issues raised in the SEEP are vital for a community undergoing significant 
transformation in the years ahead.  [44367/13]

22/10/2013WRR01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department currently supports an ambitious pro-
gramme of physical, social and economic regeneration of disadvantaged estates and flat com-
plexes in Dublin, Cork and Limerick and at a number of regional locations around the country.  
In the case of the Cork City regeneration project, my Department is currently awaiting for-
mal submission of the revised Socio Economic and Environmental Plan (SEEP) from the City 
Council. 

In addition to supporting the refurbishment and delivery of new housing within the Cork 
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North-West Regeneration area my Department is also committed to supporting sustainable so-
cial and economic initiatives as set out in the masterplan.  A response will issue to the City 
Council as soon as possible after the formal SEEP submission is received. 

22/10/2013WRR01850Water Supply

22/10/2013WRR01900353. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will fund the replacement of lead piping by local authorities to prevent the 
danger of water becoming contaminated. [44369/13]

22/10/2013WRR02000361. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide grant aid to households for the replacement of lead pipes to 
improve the quality and safety of water supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44549/13]

22/10/2013WRR02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 353 and 361 together.   

My Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013, a copy of which is 
available in the Oireachtas Library, provides funding for works by water services authorities for 
water conservation.  Works carried out under the water conservation programme can involve 
the replacement of lead water distribution mains.  In addition, in 2011, my Department clarified 
certain matters for local authorities in relation to the National Water Conservation Programme.  
In particular, the category of works for which Departmental funding is available was extended 
to cover the removal of common backyard services, which can often involve lead piping.   

The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an indepen-
dent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.  As part of the metering programme, 
Irish Water will be identifying the location of any lead service connections during the installa-
tion programme.

22/10/2013WRR02150Waste Management Regulations

22/10/2013WRR02200354. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the action he will take regarding a company (details supplied) and the 
inadequate and poor recycling facilities it operates.  [44371/13]

22/10/2013WRR02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Environmental standards in relation to the collection of waste, and their enforcement, are 
the responsibility of local authorities and are governed by the Waste Management (Collection 
Permit) Regulations 2007.  The treatment and management of waste material is subject to a 
registration and permitting system by local authorities or licensing by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), as appropriate, and governed by the Waste Management (Facility Permit 
& Registration) Regulations 2007 or the Waste Management (Licensing) Regulations 2004, as 
appropriate.

The primary purpose of the registration, permitting, and licensing system is to facilitate ap-
propriate controls on waste facilities and activities so as to ensure good and consistent waste 
management practice and the implementation of high standards of environmental protection.  
Enforcement of conditions attaching to waste collection permits, certificates of registration, 
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waste facility permits or waste licences are matters for the relevant local authority or the EPA as 
appropriate.  Under section 60(3) of the 1996 Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or 
control in relation to the performance, in specific cases, by a local authority or the EPA of their 
statutory functions under the Act.

22/10/2013WRR02350Irish Water Establishment

22/10/2013WRR02400355. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide details of the budget being made available for Irish Water; the 
amount that has been spent to date in setting-up Irish Water; the budgeted expenditure for the 
coming years; the cost savings, economies of scales and increased efficiencies Irish Water will 
achieve, and the timescale for achieving these targets; the way the achievement of these targets 
will be measured and reported and the arrangements he is putting in place to make these reports 
easily available to the public; if Irish Water is subject to freedom of information legislation in 
view of the fact that it is a publicly funded body and, if not, whether he will make arrangements 
to have it made so; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44429/13]

22/10/2013WRR02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The Water Sector Reform Implementation Strategy, 
which is published on my Department’s website, is focused on ensuring that appropriate policy 
and legal frameworks are put in place for Irish Water and the water sector.  As a first step in this 
process, the Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as a subsid-
iary of Bord Gáis Éireann, conforming to the conditions set out in the Act and registered under 
the Companies Acts.

The Act provides that Irish Water will be required to submit an annual report on the perfor-
mance of its functions each year to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government and the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.  Irish Water 
will also be required to submit its annual accounts to the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government each year.  The 2013 Act also provides that the annual report 
and accounts will be laid before each House of the Oireachtas.  The extension of the provisions 
of the Freedom of Information Act to include Irish Water is a matter for the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.   

Bord Gáis has put in place appropriate programme management arrangements to establish 
Irish Water, provide for customer service and billing and the domestic water metering pro-
gramme in line the overall implementation strategy.  Expenditure on this programme is a mat-
ter for Bord Gáis/Irish Water and these costs are not being funded from the Exchequer.  The 
National Pensions Reserve Fund has provided a bridging loan facility to Irish Water to meet the 
costs arising to the end of 2013.  This includes the initial stages of the domestic water metering 
programme, the full cost of which is €539m excluding VAT. 

A key objective of the reform programme is to rationalise the cost of the current service de-
livery and ensure more efficient operation of water services by moving from 34 water services 
authorities to a single body; following enactment of comprehensive legislation later this year, 
these functions will transfer to Irish Water.  The comprehensive legislation will provide pow-
ers to the Commission for Energy Regulation to examine and approve the costs of the services 
provided by Irish Water.  The Commission is also to be provided with a statutory role to set 
standards of performance to be met by Irish Water and to, inter alia, promote the continuity, se-
curity, quality and sustainability of the services provided by Irish Water.  The Commission will 
be required to operate in an open and transparent manner and to carry out appropriate consulta-
tions with customers and stakeholders where appropriate as part of this process. 
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Following transfer of the water services functions to Irish Water from 1 January 2014, a new 
funding model will be place to meet both capital and operational costs.  Irish Water’s costs in 
the coming years will be funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-domestic 
sector, third party finance (such as the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, EIB, bank lending 
and capital markets facilities) and State support which may be in the form of both equity and 
subvention.   

As it has been decided, following the previous review of the Memorandum of Understand-
ing by the European Commission, the IMF and the ECB, that domestic water charges will 
commence with effect from Quarter 4 2014, it is expected that Irish Water will issue the first 
bills to customers in Quarter 1 2015.  The Commission will engage in the necessary public con-
sultations commencing in early 2014 on the design and level of domestic tariffs, based on the 
expected costs of Irish Water from 2015 onwards. 

The Exchequer proposes a direct equity investment of €240m towards the capital funding 
of Irish Water in 2014.  This will support projects to be included in Irish Water’s Capital Invest-
ment Plan and will ensure that the entity is in a position to take on the water services invest-
ment programmes of the 34 water services authorities, including some 80 projects currently in 
progress.  Irish Water will also finance some of its costs and the liabilities transferred from local 
authorities through borrowings in 2014.   

The establishment of Irish Water and its financial relationship with the local government 
sector will have a considerable impact on local authority financing from 2014.  Work is also 
underway on the funding model for Irish Water’s operational costs, to ensure that Irish Water 
can fund the Service Level Agreements being put in place with local authorities for the delivery 
of water services in 2014.

22/10/2013WRR02550Pyrite Remediation Programme Issues

22/10/2013WRR02600356. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the pyrite remediation scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44432/13]

22/10/2013WRR02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following Government approval earlier in 2013 to the imposition of levies on the quarry-
ing and insurance sectors as a means of funding a pyrite remediation scheme preparation of the 
required legislation commenced.  However, legal difficulties arose during the drafting process 
and it was not possible to proceed on the basis intended.  My Department and I have worked 
over the past few months to resolve these difficulties and put in place an alternative means of 
funding a pyrite remediation scheme.  In this context, I am very pleased, despite the necessary 
constraints on public expenditure at this time, to have secured Exchequer funding to support 
the implementation of a pyrite remediation scheme under the auspices of the Pyrite Resolution 
Board.  In addition, a revised general scheme of a Bill to establish the Pyrite Resolution Board 
on a statutory basis has also been approved by Government.  Drafting of this legislation is a 
priority I have to have it published and enacted in this Dáil term. 

The revised funding arrangements which have now been approved by Government will 
mean that the necessity for the more complex structures for the delivery of the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme as envisaged in the previous funding arrangements, which involved the establish-
ment of a not-for-profit company, are no longer required.  The Pyrite Resolution Board, with 
support from the Housing Agency, will now implement the programme in line with the scheme 
which has already been outlined on the Board’s website www.pyriteboard.ie.  The Board have 
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already made significant progress on developing appropriate systems and procedures.  They 
will now quickly advance work on the proposed online application and processing system and 
also finalise work on developing other complementary systems, with appropriate checks and 
balances, to ensure that effective and efficient programmes of remediation are delivered to af-
fected homeowners.   

The initial phase of the remediation programme will deal with approximately 1,000 dwell-
ings which, it is estimated, are in need of immediate repair. Initially, €10 million is being made 
available to my Department and additional funding will be provided over the next two years, in 
the context of the capital stimulus programme to be announced in early 2014, to deal with all 
dwellings deemed by the Pyrite Resolution Board to be in need of remediation. 

I continue to attach a high priority to putting in place the necessary structures to deliver a 
resolution to the pyrite issue for affected homeowners who have been waiting a considerable 
period of time for solutions.  I would like to assure affected homeowners that there will be no 
undue delay on my part or on that of my Department and the Pyrite Resolution Board to ensure 
that the pyrite remediation scheme is delivered in the shortest possible timeframe.

22/10/2013WRR02725Local Authority Housing Mortgages

22/10/2013WRR02800357. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by housing body of local authority mort-
gages issued, the number in arrears, the number in arrears of more than 90 days, more than 180 
days, and over a year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44454/13]

22/10/2013WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Local authorities have long provided housing loans to less 
affluent members of society. Section 34 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
provides local authorities with powers to deal flexibly with distressed borrowers, and they have 
demonstrated sensitivity over the years in this regard.  My Department has issued guidelines to 
local authorities, based upon the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct, which continue the tradition 
of handling arrears in a manner sympathetic to the needs of the particular household, while also 
protecting the position of the local authority concerned.   

In particular, the introduction of a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), which 
closely mirrors the suite of options available in the commercial sector, presents borrowers in 
difficulty with a range of alternative payment options, which can be accessed to ease the par-
ticular circumstances of each case.  These include, in cases of certain unsustainable mortgages, 
the facility of mortgage-to-rent.  Local authorities have been restructuring loans for some time 
using their own internal practices.  The introduction of these revised guidelines standardises the 
approach across the whole sector, introduces a systematic structure to this area and provides 
borrowers with a transparent and accessible model for arrears resolution.   

The most up-to-date data held by my Department covers the second quarter of 2013, and in-
dicates that there were 20,277 live housing loans on the books of the local authorities.  Of these, 
6,275 were in arrears over 90 days or more, 1, 307 were over 90 days in arrears but not yet over 
180 days in arrears, with the balance of 4,968 being over 180 days in arrears.  My Department 
does not hold data for loans in arrears in excess of a year.   

The following table provides the breakdown on a local authority basis of the data requested.   
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County Councils Loans over 90 days Loans between 91 - 
180 days 

Loans over 180 
days 

Carlow 64 21 43 
Cavan 88 21 67 
Clare 167 32 135 
Cork 362 70 292 
Donegal 182 27 155 
DL/Rathdown 99 15 84 
Fingal 259 79 180 
Galway 190 56 134 
Kerry 98 37 61 
Kildare 386 56 330 
Kilkenny 199 61 138 
Laois 300 62 238 
Leitrim 32 6 26 
Limerick 183 52 131 
Longford 132 28 104 
Louth 92 15 77 
Mayo 339 60 279 
Meath 81 26 55 
Monaghan 98 23 75 
North Tipperary 76 16 60 
Offaly 105 10 95 
Roscommon 60 8 52 
Sligo 164 25 139 
South Dublin 172 74 98 
South Tipperary 160 51 109 
Waterford 122 25 97 
Westmeath 313 30 283 
Wexford 192 48 144 
Wicklow 124 21 103 

City Councils Loans over 90 days Loans between 91 - 
180 days

Loans over 180 
days 

Cork 179 35 144 
Dublin 917 152 765 
Galway 65 12 53 
Limerick 89 21 68 
Waterford 186 32 154 
Total 6,275 1,307 4,968 

22/10/2013WRR02950Local Authority Housing Mortgages

22/10/2013WRR03000358. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority housing body of the total 
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number of mortgages currently outstanding under the affordable housing scheme, and of those 
mortgages, the total number that are in arrears in each local authority, the number in arrears of 
over 90 days, over 180 days, and over a year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44455/13]

22/10/2013WRR03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not collect data on shared ownership 
loans arrears specifically on a regular basis, but gathers housing loans arrears data generically 
on a quarterly basis.  Quarterly housing loans arrears data are published on my Department’s 
website www.environ.ie.

22/10/2013WRR03150Shared Ownership Scheme

22/10/2013WRR03200359. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority housing body of the out-
standing number of persons in the shared ownership scheme in each local authority; the number 
in that scheme that are in arrears and the total number of loans in arrears; the number in arrears 
of more than 90 days, more than 180 days, and over a year, respectively; if he will also provide 
a breakdown of those in rental arrears; the number in arrears on the loan portion total; the num-
ber in arrears of more than 90 days, 180 day and over a yea, respectivelyr; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44456/13]

22/10/2013WRR03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not specifically collect data on shared 
ownership loans arrears on a regular basis, but gathers housing loans arrears data generically 
on a quarterly basis.  In order to conduct the review of the shared ownership scheme, which 
is still ongoing, my Department requested data from local authorities earlier in 2013, some of 
which related to arrears on shared ownership loans.  These data were used by the Housing and 
Sustainable Communities Agency in initiating and conducting that review.   

The following table indicates the number of shared ownership loans in each local authority 
area and the number of such loans in arrears.  My Department does not collect data on rental 
arrears in shared ownership cases.   

Shared Ownership loans – Quarter 1 2013   

Local Authority No. of loans In arrears 
Carlow County Council 30 16 
Cavan County Council 28 16 
Clare County Council 118 64 
Cork City Council 76 26 
Cork County Council 449 254 
Donegal County Council 153 88 
Dublin City Council 1460 655 
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown County 
Council 

87 40 

Fingal County Council 170 67 
Galway City Council 17 7 
Galway County Council 48 33 
Kerry County Council 66 36 
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Local Authority No. of loans In arrears 
Kildare County Council 360 204 
Kilkenny County Council 124 71 
Laois County Council 219 150 
Leitrim County Council 4 1 
Limerick City Council 45 27 
Limerick County Council 87 46 
Longford County Council 42 15 
Louth County Council 14 12 
Mayo County Council 24 19 
Meath County Council 62 23 
Monaghan County Council 23 8 
North Tipperary Co Council 47 15 
Offaly County Council 21 9 
Roscommon County Council 12 8 
Sligo County Council 106 67 
South Dublin County Council 136 63 
South Tipperary Co Council 67 26 
Waterford City Council 215 135 
Waterford County Council 10 4 
Westmeath County Council 74 45 
Wexford County Council 31 22 
Wicklow County Council 32 17 
Totals 4457 2289 

22/10/2013WRR03350Local Authority Housing Repossessions

22/10/2013WRR03400360. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority and housing body of the 
number of homes they have repossessed in each year since 2010, under any lending or finance 
scheme they offer, indicating the numbers repossessed in each scheme mortgage, shared owner-
ship, affordable ownership; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44457/13]

22/10/2013WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Local authorities have long provided housing loans to less 
affluent members of society.  In the present economic circumstances it is to be anticipated that 
the ability of some borrowers to service housing loans may become restricted and that a number 
of loans may fall into arrears.   

Section 34 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 provides local authorities 
with powers to deal flexibly with distressed borrowers, and they have demonstrated sensitivity 
over the years in dealing with such cases.  In 2010 and 2012 my Department issued guidelines 
to local authorities, reflecting the Central Bank’s Codes of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, in 
consultation with the County and City Managers Association.  These have facilitated local 
authorities in providing a range of flexible repayment options for households in difficulty, by 
means of the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), which includes a suite of short 
term and long terms options depending on the circumstances of the borrower.  It is anticipated 
that this initiative will allow a proportion of distressed mortgagees to restructure their repay-
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ment schedules and thereby alleviate the current pressures being felt.   

 Notwithstanding the flexibility shown by local authorities in dealing with borrowers in dif-
ficulty, it is inevitable that a proportion of individuals will find themselves with loans which are 
unsustainable in the long term, and, in these circumstances, a borrower may opt for a voluntary 
surrender of the property.  In other cases, and increasingly where occupiers have abandoned 
the property, it may be necessary to regain ownership by means of legal action. In all circum-
stances, local authorities explore every option to avoid repossessions, and it is very much the 
last resort.

Data on local authority mortgage repossessions broken down by local authority is provided 
in the following table for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012.  My Department does not collect data 
by loan type.   

Repossessions during the period 2010-2012

- 2010 2010 2011 2011 2012 2012 
Council Name Forced Voluntary Forced Volun-

tary 
Forced Voluntary 

Carlow County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cavan County Council 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Clare County Council 1 0 0 0 1 0 
Cork County Council  0  25  0  7  0  6 
Donegal County Council 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Fingal County Council  0  0  0  0  1  0 
South Dublin County Council 1 1 4 0 7 0 
Dun Laoghaire /Rathdown CC  0  0  0  0  0  0 
Galway County Council 0 0 0 1 1 3 
Kerry County Council  1  3  0  1  0  3 
Kildare County Council 0 3 20 0 11 0 
Kilkenny County Council 0 1 0 2 0 0 
Laois County Council 0 9 2 8 3 8 
Leitrim County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Limerick County Council 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Longford County Council 0 0 1 14 0 7 
Louth County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mayo County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Meath County Council 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Monaghan County Council 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Offaly County Council 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Roscommon County Council 0 0 0 0 2 19 
Sligo County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Tipperary County Council 0 1 0 1 0 1 
South Tipperary County Council 0 0 1 1 1 0 
Waterford County Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Westmeath County Council 0 3 3 4 0 3 
Wexford County Council 0 3 0 3 1 2 
Wicklow County Council 1 8 0 2 1 3 
Dublin City Council 11 13 16 2 31 3 
Cork City Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Galway City Council 0 0 0 0 10 2 
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- 2010 2010 2011 2011 2012 2012 
Council Name Forced Voluntary Forced Volun-

tary 
Forced Voluntary 

Limerick City Council 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Waterford City Council 0 0 7 0 3 0 
Totals 16 73 54 49 73 64 

Question No. 361 answered with Question No. 353.

22/10/2013WRS00150Social and Affordable Housing Provision

22/10/2013WRS00200362. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of houses in Dublin North West; if he will provide a breakdown 
of the location of any houses that have been transferred by the National Asset Management 
Agency to the local authorities for the purpose of alleviating social housing needs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44551/13]

22/10/2013WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department, the Housing Agency and NAMA contin-
ue to work together with housing authorities and approved housing bodies towards identifying 
suitable NAMA housing units and bringing them into social housing use. It continues to be my 
Department’s objective to maximise the delivery of social housing using all of the resources 
available. A breakdown by county of the units identified, deemed suitable and completed or 
contracted, at 30 September 2013, is shown in the table. Further data, including quarterly up-
dates, in relation to the delivery of NAMA sourced units are available at the Housing Agency’s 
website; www.housing.ie/nama. My Department does not hold data on numbers of houses o n 
a Dáil constituency basis.   

County Identified Suitable Complete/Contracted 
Carlow 137 82 55
Cavan 47  - -  
Clare 169 19 7
Cork 471 271 36
Cork City 419 202 53
Donegal 95 59   
Dublin City 628 252 55
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 328 122 58
Fingal 203 45 20
Galway 84 44   
Galway City 117 117 45
Kerry 90 52 15
Kildare 243 97 57
Kilkenny 167 96 - 
Laois 98 10 -
Leitrim 35 -  -
Limerick 112 9 9
Longford 31 11 -  
Louth 27 27 27
Mayo 66 58 -
Meath 203 38 - 
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County Identified Suitable Complete/Contracted 
Monaghan 35 30 - 
North Tipperary 13 - - 
Offaly 79 64 - 
Roscommon 91 1 - 
Sligo 46 15 - 
South Dublin 60 42 - 
South Tipperary 24 - - 
Waterford 65 27 - 
Westmeath 42 29 4
Wexford 90 74 2
Wicklow 36 7 -
Total 4,351 1,900 443

22/10/2013WRS00350Shared Ownership Scheme

22/10/2013WRS00400363. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 188 of 22 May 2013, the steps being 
taken to assist those trapped in the shared ownership scheme; if the Government review on this 
matter has been completed; the steps that will be taken to assist the families affected; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44554/13]

22/10/2013WRS00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement an-
nounced the standing down of all affordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership 
scheme, in the context of a full review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act.  That 
review is available on my Department’s website (www.environ.ie) and the period for public 
submissions closed on 27 September 2013.  Earlier in 2013, I asked the Housing Agency to 
conduct a stand-alone review of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the 
main difficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures.  I have received an interim 
draft of the review from the Agency and I intend to issue a circular letter to local authorities this 
month with preliminary recommendations arising from the review.  A number of issues have 
been identified that need further detailed financial analysis in order fully to assess the impact on 
local authority finances of possible mitigating measures.  This additional work is underway and 
I expect to make further determinations in the coming months.

22/10/2013WRS00550Water Supply

22/10/2013WRS00600364. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the capacity in litres for water storage on Cape Clear island, County Cork; 
the annual demand in litres for water on the island; when added capacity will be provided on the 
island in order that water will be provided on a 24 hour basis throughout the year rather than the 
present system where the water supply is turned off for 12 hours a day during dry spells; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44557/13]

22/10/2013WRS00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2007 provides that local authorities are responsible for the opera-
tion, maintenance and management of public water services.  My Department’s Water Services 
Investment Programme 2010-2013, a copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, in-
cludes a number of water conservation schemes for Cork County Council. Funding of over 
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€23m is available to the Council for suitable projects for water main rehabilitation works, under 
the Water Conservation Stage 3 Works - Watermains Rehabilitation Project - Phase 1. To date, 
Cork County Council has been given approval for the rehabilitation of approximately 28km of 
water main in priority areas.  In July 2013 the Council submitted a proposal to my Department 
for Water Main Rehabilitation Works for Cape Clear Water Supply Scheme and Crookstown 
Water Supply Scheme with an estimated cost of €3.14m.  My Department approved this pro-
posal in August 2013. 

  Question No. 365 answered with Question No. 346.

22/10/2013WRS00850Homeless Accommodation Funding

22/10/2013WRS00900366. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the way the Dublin local authorities are to absorb the funding cuts by 
year end, so there is no pass on directly or indirectly to homeless services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44592/13]

22/10/2013WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department provides funding to housing authorities 
towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services under Section 
10 of the Housing Act 1988; €45 million is being made available by my Department to housing 
authorities in 2013 for this purpose.  This amount represents a decrease of 3.32% on the 2012 
outturn and this reduction has been applied on a pro-rata basis to each of the 9 homeless re-
gional allocations for 2013.  Housing authorities also provide funding from their own resources 
and the total available funding from my Department and housing authorities is expected to be 
approximately €50 million in 2013.  In addition to this funding, in excess of €30 million is also 
provided annually through the HSE for health and personal social care related supports.  The 
2013 allocation to the Dublin Region is €31,322,223 which represents almost 70% of my De-
partment’s homeless budget.  It is a matter for housing authorities to consider ongoing funding 
requirements of homeless services within the available allocations.

22/10/2013WRS01050Security of the Elderly

22/10/2013WRS01100367. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to examine the senior alert scheme; if he will provide extra re-
sources to help persons upgrade to enable them to use a mobile phone; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44632/13]

22/10/2013WRS01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is ad-
ministered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.  The 
funding allocated to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2013 is €2.35m and I intend to continue the 
Scheme in 2014.  To date, my Department has only approved applications for personal moni-
tored alarms connected to a landline.  Personal monitored alarms are now available using mo-
bile technology and my Department is currently examining these alternative systems including 
any resource implications.  It would be a matter for the sponsoring community group to satisfy 
itself that a system using mobile technology provides reliable coverage in its area.
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22/10/2013WRS01250Radon Gas Levels

22/10/2013WRS01300368. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if grant aid for radon remediation works will be made available to persons who 
live in radon black spots as established by the RPII. in view of the fact that persons in these 
areas who qualify for Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland grants under the better energy 
homes scheme face the problem of increased radon concentrations as a result of greater airtight-
ness following the draught proofing of the house.  [44646/13]

22/10/2013WRS01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s approach to radon, which is similar to that of the majority of EU 
Member States, is to concentrate efforts on increasing public awareness of the risks posed by 
radon in the home.  Through support for the RPII’s radon advice and awareness work, my De-
partment is supporting efforts to raise public awareness of the risks posed by radon, particularly 
in the home.  Householders, particularly those in known high radon areas, have been strongly 
encouraged to have their homes tested for radon and to undertake re mediation works where 
necessary.  Since 1998, the Building Regulations require all new buildings to incorporate radon 
protection measures at the time of construction.  In October 2004 an updated edition of Techni-
cal Guidance Document C on Part C of the Building Regulations (Site Preparation and Resis-
tance to Moisture) was published incorporating enhanced radon prevention measures for new 
buildings commencing on or after 1 April 2005.  This guidance document is aimed at ensuring 
that radon protection measures are carried out more effectively. Copies of the guidance docu-
ments are available on my Department’s website – www.environ.ie.

If a dwelling is found to have a high radon level, remediation work may be recommended.  
Technical guidance on radon remediation techniques is available in a booklet issued by my 
Department, Radon in Buildings - Corrective Options, which is also available on my Depart-
ment’s website. The RPII has also issued guidance, Understanding Radon Remediation - A 
Householders Guide, which is available on the Institute’s website at www.rpii.ie, together with 
a list of companies who can provide a radon remediation service and offer specific advice and 
recommendations. In addition, the RPII can be contacted for radon advice on freephone 1800 
300 600.  An Inter-Agency Group, established in September 2011 under the leadership of my 
Department, has been tasked to develop a draft National Integrated Strategy for Radon Control.  
I expect to receive the draft National Integrated Strategy for Radon Control shortly.   

I have no plans at present to establish a scheme of grant assistance for radon remediation.

  Question No. 369 answered with Question No. 346.

22/10/2013WRS01550Local Authority Housing Stock

22/10/2013WRS01600370. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the number of new houses each local 
authority has acquired in each of the past ten years; if these houses were new builds or acquired 
through the National Asset Management Agency or any other available scheme; his plans to 
build or acquire new social housing over the next five years on a yearly basis.  [44673/13]

22/10/2013WRS01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and the 
data relating to the acquisition of houses by local authorities over the past ten years are avail-
able on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.  The Government’s housing policy state-
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ment, published in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet 
the most acute needs of households applying for social housing support.

I am determined to ensure that the social housing programme optimises the delivery of so-
cial housing and the return for the resources invested.  To achieve this, it is essential that we tai-
lor the use of available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions and explore the full range 
of solutions to address housing needs.  The financial parameters within which we will continue 
to operate rule out a return to large capital funded construction programmes.  The Government 
is committed to responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social housing support needs 
through a variety of mechanisms, including through increased provision of social housing.

In July 2012 I announced details of a three-year funding programme of €100 million to de-
liver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority owned social housing.  I am monitor-
ing expenditure under my Department’s housing programme for 2013, together with the level 
of contractual commitments extending into 2014, with a view to a decision later this year on 
approving some limited new construction and house purchases over the period to end 2014.  In 
addition Budget 2014 provides for the allocation of a further €50 million to fund infrastructural 
investment primarily in the housing area, including €30 million to recommence a State house 
building programme; €10 million for an unfinished housing estate resolution project; and €10 
million for housing adaptation grants.  When this is taken into account, funding for housing for 
next year is effectively maintained at 2013 levels.

Delivery of social housing will also continue to be significantly facilitated through more 
flexible funding models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing; other funding 
mechanisms to increase the supply of permanent new social housing will include options to pur-
chase, build to lease and the sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construc-
tion and acquisition.  In addition, my Department and the Housing Agency are engaged with 
NAMA to ensure continued delivery of housing units for social purposes.  In spite of the current 
challenging circumstances, I expect the final output across all social housing programmes for 
2013 to be in the region of 5,000 new housing units, and it is provisionally estimated that in the 
region of 5,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2014.

22/10/2013WRS01750Local Authority Housing Provision

22/10/2013WRS01800371. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide an update regarding the announcement made on 19 
July 2012 that his Department would allocate €100 million for social housing, which would 
result in the provision of 800 new units across the country; the number of units that have been 
completed in each local authority area; and his views on the way this will impact on the 500 
new units that were announced in budget 2014.  [44674/13]

22/10/2013WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): With a view to making optimum use of the capital funding 
available under the housing programme over the 2012-14 period, I announced funding of €100 
million in July 2012 for a 3-year housing construction and acquisition programme to deliver 
some 800 new units of social housing by end 2014.  This included a construction programme 
which is currently underway for 185 local authority houses and 111 houses for special needs 
accommodation for the voluntary sector.  The 3-year construction programme is on-going at 
present and is expected be completed by end 2014.  The funding also provided for the acquisi-
tion of built properties with some 246 units to be delivered through the local authorities and a 
further 266 units to be acquired by Approved Housing Bodies (AHB’s) and funded under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).
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Earlier in 2012 I announced separate capital allocations to city and county councils which 
included some €59 million for the local authority housing construction and acquisitions pro-
gramme and a further € 4 6 million for the provision of accommodation by AHB’s.  It is not pos-
sible to disaggregate the numbers of housing units delivered under each of the two allocations 
announced in 2012.  Data in relation to the overall numbers of local authority housing units 
delivered, including completion figures for local authorities and the voluntary and co-operative 
housing programmes funded by my Department, are available on my Department’s website, 
www.environ.ie.  It is expected that the recently announced €30 million additional investment 
in social housing will deliver 500 homes for families on the housing waiting list.

22/10/2013WRS01950Homeless Accommodation Provision

22/10/2013WRS02000372. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will make the necessary changes to the configuration of homeless 
services which creates a strict division between Dublin and Wicklow in view of the close rela-
tionship between the towns of Dún Laoghaire and Bray.  [44675/13]

22/10/2013WRS02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The regionalisation of homelessness services follows min-
isterial directions, made in 2010 under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, on 
the establishment and membership of the Joint Homeless Consultative Fora and Management 
Groups.  These regional fora are based on the statutory local government regions, with the 
internal division of the Border region into North East and North West regions. Under these ar-
rangements Dun Laoghaire is in the Dublin Region while Bray is in the Mid-East Region.

The regional approach is considered more appropriate as it helps to bring a more strategic 
perspective to bear on action to address homelessness, including avoidance of over-concentra-
tion of homelessness services in certain centres and promoting appropriate regional availability 
of services, consistent with need.  It does not however impinge on responsibilities of housing 
authorities arising under the Housing Act 1988. In addition, and in accordance with Section 
40 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, a housing authority may consult any 
housing authority in the adjoining administrative area during the preparation of its draft home-
lessness action plan.

22/10/2013WRS02150Pyrite Resolution Board Remit

22/10/2013WRS02200373. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the legislation that will put the Pyrite Resolution Board on a statutory 
footing will be introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44682/13]

22/10/2013WRS02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has recently approved, for drafting as a matter of priority, a revised 
general scheme to provide for the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board.  My Depart-
ment will be working with the Parliamentary Counsel to ensure that the Bill is published at the 
earliest possible date and I hope to bring the legislation to the Oireachtas in this term.

22/10/2013WRS02350Housing Adaptation Grant Application Numbers

22/10/2013WRS02400374. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown by county of the number of hous-
ing adaption grants distributed in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the amount of money 
spent per annum; the number awaiting decision in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44687/13]

22/10/2013WRS02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s involvement in the Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability relates primarily to the recoupment of a 
proportion of local authority expenditure on the payment of the individual grants. The grants 
schemes are funded by 80% recoupment available from my Department together with a 20% 
contribution from the resources of the local authority. It is a matter for each local authority to 
determine how the funding is apportioned between the various grant measures and to manage 
the operation of the schemes in their areas from within the allocations provided by my Depart-
ment. The detailed information requested in relation to the number of applications on hands 
awaiting decision in local authorities is not available in my Department. Information in relation 
to capital allocations and the number of grants paid over the period 2010 to date is set out in the 
following table:

County/City 
Council

2010
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2011
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2012
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2013 (to 
end Sept)

No. of 
Grants

Carlow €1,868,125 205 €1,974,014 257 €1,474,014 192 €792,601 54 
Cavan €1,875,000 195 €1,875,000 186 €1,312,500 154 €1,101,059 67 
Clare €3,125,000 443 €3,581,250 509 €1,375,690 173 €1,546,858 75 
Cork €8,112,584 1244 €6,928,524 1108 €8,286,734 1347 €4,768,653 128 
Donegal €4,600,000 674 €1,066,549 334 €1,019,396 206 €972,610 80 
Dun Laoghaire €2,135,000 247 €1,011,964 153 €1,110,603 141 €925,589 70 
Fingal €2,625,000 298 €2,278,391 262 €2,072,365 232 €1,825,435 117 
Galway €2,375,000 469 €2,683,750 571 €2,375,000 511 €1,797,623 256 
Kerry €4,061,250 742 €4,509,023 774 €3,257,865 609 €1,697,533 186 
Kildare €3,750,000 547 €3,565,285 457 €2,025,000 270 €2,174,873 54 
Kilkenny €1,867,500 300 €2,633,914 380 €1,867,500 249 €1,488,633 110 
Laois €1,830,000 309 €1,171,093 212 €1,084,828 224 €481,033 65 
Leitrim €1,637,500 186 €671,866 118 €693,805 108 €287,326 16 
Limerick €1,933,750 387 €2,134,811 327 €1,723,455 276 €1,587,391 158 
Longford €1,250,000 282 €1,250,000 238 €1,243,575 193 €721,750 125 
Louth €2,695,625 244 €1,242,968 151 €1,186,265 78 €1,203,835 25 
Mayo €3,720,000 848 €2,843,000 639 €2,575,216 622 €2,700,505 392 
Meath €1,464,096 202 €1,483,803 134 €1,072,208 125 €624,431 17 
Monaghan €2,080,000 229 €1,562,500 199 €1,500,000 228 €889,661 80 
North Tipperary €1,676,250 244 €1,641,511 196 €1,200,000 154 €622,424 52 
Offaly €2,250,000 163 €1,757,500 132 €875,000 57 €689,579 54 
Roscommon €2,750,000 384 €1,888,750 291 €979,251 151 €770,746 51 
Sligo €1,843,750 273 €1,485,768 221 €1,383,528 222 *€429,100 24 
South Dublin €4,750,000 390 €1,582,073 220 €2,228,309 275 €1,536,265 151 
South Tipperary €3,125,000 358 €3,500,000 422 €3,111,714 331 €1,321,578 74 
Waterford €1,702,500 217 €1,500,294 168 €994,766 137 €473,745 27 
Westmeath €1,854,963 321 €1,330,789 226 €988,155 181 €653,376 81 
Wexford €3,276,875 520 €2,774,524 449 €2,691,773 429 €1,338,340 105 
Wicklow €2,437,313 224 €1,186,760 144 €954,794 120 €679,126 42 
Cork City €2,707,916 403 €2,737,916 487 €1,749,741 143 €1,864,500 255 
Dublin City €14,125,000 1589 €8,689,330 1112 €9,518,318 1237 €5,512,886 644 
Galway City €1,226,666 80 €1,043,588 182 €1,090,853 173 €521,880 68 
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County/City 
Council

2010
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2011
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2012
Amount

No. of 
Grants

2013 (to 
end Sept)

No. of 
Grants

Limerick City €1,525,000 374 €2,048,750 369 €1,900,000 320 €1,164,070 157 
Waterford City €872,500 216 €875,403 152 €827,781 136 €442,413 50 
 Totals €99,131,173 13807 €78,512,672 11780 €67,752,014 10004 €45,180,337 3910 

*includes Sligo Borough

22/10/2013WRS02550Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRS02600375. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will outline the full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his 
Department as set out in the expenditure report 2014 and as was provided for in the expenditure 
report 2013.  [44745/13]

22/10/2013WRS02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is set out in the following table:     

Measure Savings in 2014 
€ million

Savings in full year 
€ million 

Housing
Rescheduling of recoupment of local authority loan charges (Capital 
Loan and Subsidy Scheme) 

15 0 

Legal Costs
Savings on Legal costs   4 4 
Administrative Efficiencies
The Department will achieve further efficiencies and savings in ad-
ministration costs in 2014.   

2 2 

Total 21 6 

22/10/2013WRS02750National Volunteering Strategy

22/10/2013WRS02800376. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a new national volunteering strategy is currently being formulated as a de-
partmental policy document; if such a policy document being prepared will seek input from the 
community and voluntary sector through a public consultation mechanism; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44761/13]

22/10/2013WRS02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): During 2013, the Department commenced a review of its current policy to support vol-
unteer centres with a view to development of a Departmental policy on volunteering.  The aim 
is to have a consistent and sustainable nationwide approach to supporting and promoting vol-
unteering.  As part of the process, my Department engaged Volunteering Ireland, the national 
volunteer development agency, to produce a status report on volunteer centres and volunteering 
in Ireland, which my Department received in June 2013.  My Department also conducted an 
extensive series of meetings with the main stakeholders, Volunteering Ireland, volunteer centre 
boards, managers and staff between June and September.  Following on from this engagement 
with the sector, the intention is to produce a draft policy for consultation by year end.

22/10/2013WRS02950Wind Energy Generation

22/10/2013WRS03000377. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he is satisfied that existing planning laws are adequate to ensure that lo-
cal communities will not be adversely affected by the location of high-output wind farms, that 
such developments are sufficiently distant from residential or institutional accommodation, that 
the danger of shadow noise, shimmer, electromagnetic or other interference can be sufficiently 
addressed to the satisfaction of local communities, whether any further provisions are likely to 
be governed by guidelines, statutory regulations or instruments or otherwise, if strict adherence 
to environment impact requirements will be observed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44823/13]

22/10/2013WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan):  My Department issued detailed Guidelines to planning 
authorities in 2006 in relation to the assessment of proposed wind farm developments.  These 
Guidelines offer advice to planning authorities on planning for wind energy through the devel-
opment plan process and in determining applications for planning permission. The guidelines 
are also intended to ensure a consistency of approach throughout the country in the identifica-
tion of suitable locations for wind energy development and the treatment of planning applica-
tions for such developments.  While I am generally satisfied with the operation of these Guide-
lines, my Department is currently undertaking a targeted review of the Guidelines focusing on 
noise, proximity and shadow flicker.  The indicative timetable for the publication of the draft 
statutory guidelines is Quarter 4 2013.  The draft guidelines will - like all other new or revised 
guidelines - go out for extensive public consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months, to al-
low for publication of the final guidelines in 2014.  Once the consultation period is closed, the 
submissions received on the draft guidelines will be considered and taken into account in the 
final form of the guidelines.

22/10/2013WRS03150Wind Energy Generation

22/10/2013WRS03200378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of locations at which planning permission has been granted for 
electricity generating wind farms; if he is satisfied that the planning process was sufficiently 
and adequately observed to assuage the concerns of local communities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44824/13]

22/10/2013WRS03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not collate the specific statistical 
data requested.  With regard to whether the planning process was observed in each instance, 
the enforcement of the conditions attached to a planning permission is a matter for the relevant 
planning authority and I have no role in that regard.  As Minister I am precluded, under section 
30 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, from involvement in relation to any individual 
planning application or appeal with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may 
be concerned.

22/10/2013WRS03350Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

22/10/2013WRS03400379. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding Gweedore sewerage scheme in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44825/13]

22/10/2013WRS03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Gweedore Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s Water Services Invest-
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ment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to commence construction during the lifetime of the 
Programme.  Donegal County Council has recently submitted the Contract Documents for the 
scheme to my Department for approval.  These are under examination and a decision will be 
made as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRT00150Private Rented Accommodation Provision

22/10/2013WRT00200380. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has considered introducing a residential rental scheme similar to the mod-
el used in some European countries where, legally, rents can only vary or increase in line with 
inflation or the consumer price index; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44894/13]

22/10/2013WRT00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Private residential tenancies, with limited exceptions, are 
governed by the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and the main provisions in respect of rent and 
rent reviews are set out in Part III of that Act.  Section 19 of the Act prohibits the setting of 
rent under a tenancy at a rate above the market rent at either the beginning of the tenancy or at 
any subsequent rent review.  Both tenants and landlords have the right to a review of rent, even 
where there is no provision to that effect in the tenancy agreement.  Such a review may not take 
place more frequently than once in each period of 12 months nor in the first 12 months of the 
tenancy. 

If non-compliance with the provisions of the Act relating to rent and rent reviews leads to 
a dispute between landlord and tenant, either or both of the parties to the tenancy may refer 
the matter to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) for resolution.  The PRTB, as an 
independent statutory body, will adjudicate each dispute on its own facts and merits, and may 
grant redress and give specific direction as appropriate on foot of a determination. 

In May 2013, the PRTB launched a national rent index available at http://www.prtb.ie/land-
lords/rent-index.  Compiled by the ESRI and based on the PRTB’s own register of over 277,000 
tenancies, this valuable source of information indicates the actual rents being paid for rented 
properties throughout the State.

  Question No. 381 answered with Question No. 346.

22/10/2013WRT00450Priory Hall Development

22/10/2013WRT00500382. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if officials in his Department have met the residents of Priory Hall; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39050/13]

22/10/2013WRT00600383. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has been asked to meet the residents of Priory Hall; the response that was 
given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39049/13]

22/10/2013WRT00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 382 together.

Earlier in October, I announced a welcome development in the form of the Priory Hall Reso-
lution Framework which resulted from a three week process of engagement involving contact 
between senior officials of the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Finance and 
my own Department with key stakeholders best placed to deliver the necessary solutions.  The 
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senior officials concerned engaged extensively with the former residents of Priory Hall during 
this period resulting in their acceptance of the framework as being capable of addressing their 
concerns and allowing them to move on with their lives.  I have no current request from the 
former residents for a meeting.

The oversight group on the implementation of the Priory Hall Resolution Framework, 
chaired by Dr Martin McAleese held its first meeting last week.  Membership of this group 
includes representatives of the former residents.

22/10/2013WRT00750Traveller Community

22/10/2013WRT00800384. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have a 
lead role in co-ordinating the Government’s position in relation to the Traveller community; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44100/13]

22/10/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department’s role in rela-
tion to the Traveller Community is to support and coordinate ongoing policy development in 
relation to Travellers in Irish society across all relevant Government Departments.  This role in-
cludes monitoring and supporting actions to increase the effectiveness of national policies, pro-
moting positive communications between Traveller communities, public bodies and the wider 
settled community and contributing to policy development at international level. 

22/10/2013WRT00950Garda Recruitment

22/10/2013WRT01000385. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
employ additional gardaí; and if members of the Irish Army will be deployed to help gardaí 
with their duties.  [44137/13]

22/10/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As has already been announced, 
a recruitment competition for An Garda Síochána is to commence shortly and it is expected that 
the first batch of new recruits will enter the Garda college in mid-2014.  There are a number of 
procedural issues that need to be finalised prior to the formal commencement of that competi-
tion and these are expected to conclude in the coming weeks.  A further announcement will 
be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on the Public Appointments Service website and 
directly to those who have registered an expression of interest in joining the Garda Síochána.

Where necessary, the Garda Síochána are assisted in carrying out certain specific duties 
by members of the Defence Forces, in fulfilment of the role assigned to the Defence Forces to 
provide aid to the civil power.  Outside of these areas of aid to the civil power, the distinction 
between the policing function of the Garda Síochána and the military function of the Defence 
Forces is an important one and I have no proposals for deployments along the lines referred to 
by the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRT01150Human Trafficking

22/10/2013WRT01200386. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ad-
dress the issue of forced labour here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44666/13]

22/10/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 criminalises human trafficking for labour exploitation, including subject-
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ing a person to forced labour.  The term “trafficks” is broadly defined in the 2008 Act.  For ex-
ample, the commission of a trafficking offence does not require cross-border - or even internal 
movement - or illegal entry into the State.  It includes recruitment; taking a person into one’s 
custody, care or charge; and providing the person with accommodation or employment.  How-
ever, the term “forced labour” was not defined in the 2008 Act.

In the context of a review of the potential of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) (Amend-
ment) Act 2008 to combat forced labour conducted in my Department last year, the report pub-
lished on the dedicated anti-human trafficking web site, blueblindfold.gov.ie in January 2013, 
recommended that, in the interest of clarity, the term “forced labour” should be defined in 
legislation in line with the definition in the ILO Convention No. 29 of 1930 concerning Forced 
or Compulsory Labour.  Subject to certain specified exceptions, the ILO convention defines 
forced labour as “all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any 
penalty and for which the person has not offered himself voluntarily”.  

As the deputy will be aware, I availed of the opportunity afforded by the  Criminal Law 
(Human Trafficking) (Amendment) Act 2013 to clarify the definition of forced labour in these 
terms.  The ILO definition is the international standard, and the new legislation now enacted 
ensures that there can be no doubt as to our fully complying with that standard and our having 
in place rigorous criminal law sanctions applicable to all of those who engage in human traf-
ficking for forced labour.

It is important to note that forced labour covers a diverse array of exploitative behaviours 
ranging from infringement of labour regulations, at one end of the spectrum, to human traffick-
ing, etc., at the other.  Consequently, it is likely that activities constituting forced labour could 
also be prosecuted under a number of other offences, for example, false imprisonment, black-
mail, assault, the coercion offence under the Non-fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997, 
offences under employment law and health and safety legislation, immigration law, etc.

22/10/2013WRT01350Garda Districts

22/10/2013WRT01400387. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 
fact that the Kanturk district is being amalgamated with the Mallow district, if he will confirm 
that the same number of gardaí will be available in the Kanturk district as there was in Decem-
ber 2012.  [44118/13]

22/10/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, throughout the organi-
sation and I have no function in the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored 
in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies 
in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda 
resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

As the Commissioner has outlined in his policing plan for 2013, the Kanturk Garda District 
will be realigned into two expanded Districts of Mallow and Macroom.  This re-alignment is 
scheduled to take place with effect from 11 November 2013 and it is expected that, subject to 
operational requirements, the same level of resources that are presently available will be avail-
able in the re-aligned Districts after that date.

The personnel strength of Kanturk, Mallow and Macroom Garda Districts on 31 December 
2012 and on 30 September 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, is set 
out in the following table.
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31/12/2012 - - - 30/09/2013 - -
District Garda Reserve Civilians Garda Reserve Civilians
Mallow 72 5 5 74 6 5
Kanturk 46 1 4 45 2 4
Macroom 55 5 4 53 4 4

22/10/2013WRT01550Constitutional Amendments

22/10/2013WRT01600388. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will 
take to repeal the 2009 blasphemy legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44128/13]

22/10/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that Article 40.6.1.i of the Constitution places an obligation on the legislature in regard to the 
offence of blasphemous libel.  Successive Attorneys General had advised the Government that 
until the Constitution is amended, by referendum, it is necessary that blasphemous libel remains 
a crime and that legislation makes provision for punishment of this crime. 

Therefore, in the reform of our defamation laws, a provision was required in regard to blas-
phemous libel.  Section 36 of the Defamation Act 2009, makes a minimum provision in that 
regard.  It removes the possibility of prison sentences and private prosecutions for blasphemous 
libel.  It also provides for a defence to a defendant who proves that a reasonable person would 
find genuine literary, artistic, political, scientific, or academic value in the matter to which the 
offence relates.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to consider the question of a refer-
endum on blasphemy and in that regard, I can confirm that one of the matters to be considered 
by the Constitutional Convention is a proposal to remove the offence of blasphemy from the 
Constitution.

22/10/2013WRT01750Anti-Social Behaviour

22/10/2013WRT01800389. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will advise 
the residents in Dublin’s northside on their options in relation to “neighbours from hell syn-
drome” where there is intimidation, harassment and dog issues; if the Garda will act on these 
kinds of situations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44129/13]

22/10/2013WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that 
any complaints made to the Gardaí in relation to the type of situations referred to by the Deputy 
will be fully investigated.  In this regard there is a range of strong legislative provisions avail-
able to an An Garda Síochána to combat anti-social behaviour, including provisions under the 
Criminal Damage Act 1991, Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994,  the Criminal Justice 
(Public Order) Act 2003, and the Intoxicating Liquor Acts 2003 and 2008.

Policing policy in the area in question is predicated on the prevention of public order offenc-
es, the prevention of crime including crimes of violence against persons and property and the 
maintenance of an environment conducive to the improvement of quality of life of the residents 
of the area.  Community Policing Units have evolved a good partnership approach to problem 
solving with the community and are engaged in a number of community focussed initiatives 
including, Joint Policing Committees, Community Policing and Safety Fora and Neighbour-
hood Watch.  A dedicated email address has also been established in the DMR North Division, 
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DMR.North.Community@garda.ie, to facilitate direct communication of any issues which are 
affecting the community.

The Deputy will appreciate that legislation on noise nuisance comes within the remit of my 
colleague the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  I am advised 
that a person experiencing noise nuisance may contact their local authority and that a public 
information leaflet, A Guide to the Noise Regulations, outlining the legal avenues available to 
persons experiencing noise nuisance, is available on the website of the Department of the Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government, www.environ.ie. 

In the absence of specific details as to the nature or location of the incidents, or of the in-
timidation referred to, it is not possible to provide a specific response from the Garda authori-
ties on this matter.  However, if a person feels that a crime has been committed they should 
contact their local Garda station.  As well as contacting the Gardaí directly, information can be 
provided to An Garda Síochána by way of the Garda confidential line, 1800 666 111, which is a 
monitored freephone line that allows members of the public to contact An Garda Síochána with 
information of a confidential nature.

22/10/2013WRT01950Garda Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRT02000390. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will detail the 
number of new Garda patrol vehicles being made available to the district of Tipperary in 2013; 
the number of new vehicles made available to this area in 2012; the total number of vehicles 
available to An Garda Síochána in the Tipperary area; the number of vehicles retired from this 
fleet in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44144/13]

22/10/2013WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and available resources.  In that context, I am advised by 
the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is as shown in the attached 
table.  In addition, I understand that the specific needs of the Tipperary Garda Division will be 
taken into account as new vehicles are being deployed.

Overall, I am conscious of the continuing pressures on the Garda fleet and, in that regard, 
I am particularly pleased to have secured a further €9m which will provide for the purchase of 
a significant number of new vehicles over the next nine months.  This most recent investment 
will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet for the three years 2012 to 2014.  
This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a 
time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear 
indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána 
are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient polic-
ing service. 

Details of Garda vehicles in Tipperary Division 

- No.
Number of vehicles in Tipperary Division (As at 16/10/13) 51
Number of new vehicles allocated in 2013 (to 16/10/13) 13
Number of new vehicles allocated in 2012 3
Number of vehicles withdrawn in 2013 (To 16/10/13) 7

22/10/2013WRT02150Departmental Correspondence
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22/10/2013WRT02200391. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has had any 
correspondence with Ian Paisley Jr., MLA regarding the case of a person (details supplied); the 
action he will take on the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44155/13]

22/10/2013WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am aware that there has been 
extensive contact over the years from the family in question and from public representatives 
acting on their behalf, including the person referred to by the Deputy.  There are, however, no 
aspects of this case currently under examination in my Department and there are no further ac-
tions being taken or open to my Department in this regard.

22/10/2013WRT02350Deportation Orders Data

22/10/2013WRT02400392. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of deportation orders, as distinct from removal orders, made against Latvian and Estonian na-
tionals who were EU citizens, respectively, in each year since their states’ accession to the EU 
in 2004.  [44184/13]

22/10/2013WRT02500393. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of removal orders made against Latvian and Estonian nationals who were EU citizens, respec-
tively, in each year since their states accession to the EU in 2004.  [44185/13]

22/10/2013WRT02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 392 and 393 together.

The European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulation 2006 were transposed 
into Irish Law under S.I. No. 656 of 2006 and came into force on 1 January 2007.  Applications 
in accordance with Regulation 20 of the SI for the issuance of Removal Orders in respect of EU 
citizens are made in writing to my Department by An Garda Síochána.

For each of the years 2009 to 2013 (to date), in respect of Estonian nationals a total of 2, 6, 
0, 0 and 2 were the subject of Removal Orders.  The equivalent figures for Latvian nationals 
were 0, 6, 3, 11 and 21 respectively.

Deportation Orders are made under the provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act, 
1999, as amended, and under Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 on the prohibition of refoule-
ment.  As these countries joined the European Union in 2004, Estonian and Latvian nationals 
cannot be the subject of deportation orders and, accordingly, no such orders were issued.

22/10/2013WRT02650Subsidiary Protection Applications

22/10/2013WRT02700394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for subsidiary protection in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44197/13]

22/10/2013WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my de-
tailed Reply to his earlier Parliamentary Question, PQ No. 1075 of Wednesday, 18th September, 
2013 - copied beneath.  The position in the State of the person concerned is unchanged since 
then.

The person concerned is a failed asylum applicant.  Arising from the refusal of her asylum 
application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended), the person concerned was notified, by letter dated 27th February, 2009, that the then 
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Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, 
to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the 
making of a Deportation Order or of making written representations to the then Minister setting 
out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against her.  In addition, she was 
notified of her entitlement to apply for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions 
of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in her case.  Her judicial review leave application 
was refused by the High Court on 11th April, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal and the then Minister stood.  The person concerned has submitted an 
application for subsidiary protection.  However, this application could not be determined while 
the judicial review proceedings were in place.  When consideration of the subsidiary protection 
application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3(6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

22/10/2013WRT02850Deportation Orders Issues

22/10/2013WRT02900395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 175 of 20 June 2013, wherein it was indicated that a fair and com-
prehensive asylum process had occurred, if cognisance has been taken of the relevant court 
judgment in the case of a person (details supplied) wherein considerable doubt was cast over the 
original decision to deport due to the subjective nature of the conclusions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44198/13]

22/10/2013WRT03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that there has been no court judgment in 
relation to the person concerned therefore it is unclear what judgement the Deputy is referring 
to.  The Deputy is aware that this person is the subject of a Deportation Order which he has 
continued to evade since 3 November 2009.  He should present himself to the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau without delay.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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22/10/2013WRT03050Naturalisation Applications

22/10/2013WRT03100396. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding determination of residency and citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44213/13]

22/10/2013WRT03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to by 
the Deputy has a current permission to reside until 6 September 2014.  An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation has also been received from the person concerned and I am informed 
that this application is now at an advanced stage of processing and will be submitted to me for 
decision shortly. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

22/10/2013WRT03250Anti-Social Behaviour

22/10/2013WRT03300397. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will put a 
plan in place to deal with anti-social activity on Dollymount beach.  [44283/13]

22/10/2013WRT03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that 
the Garda authorities are aware of the problems referred to and that a number of proactive ini-
tiatives have been implemented to prevent thefts from vehicles in the area concerned.  Crime 
prevention leaflets have been distributed at the beach by members of the Community Policing 
Unit and extra resources have been deployed to public amenities in the area.

Areas with a high incidence of this type of criminality are identified through crime analysis 
and intelligence reports and are targeted by District Patrol resources including uniform and 
plain clothes personnel supported by Community Policing personnel.  District and Divisional 
personnel are regularly supplemented by National resources to specifically target this type of 
criminality.  Local Garda Management closely monitors patrols, and other operational strate-
gies in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the local community to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.  I am further assured that the situation is being kept under review.

22/10/2013WRU00150Garda Transport Provision

22/10/2013WRU00200398. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
vehicles expected to be in the Garda fleet at the close of 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44291/13]

22/10/2013WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  In this context I am 
advised by the Garda authorities that at the end of 2014 it is anticipated that the Garda fleet will 
comprise approximately 2,500 vehicles.  I am very conscious of the continuing pressures on the 
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Garda fleet and, in that regard, I am particularly pleased to have secured a further €9m which 
will provide for the purchase of a significant number of new vehicles over the next nine months.

This most recent investment will bring to €18m the total amount spent on the Garda fleet 
for the three years 2012 to 2014.  It also represents a very considerable financial investment in 
Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sec-
tor is severely limited.  Moreover, it is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to 
the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable 
them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.

22/10/2013WRU00350Garda Deployment

22/10/2013WRU00400399. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
at the disposal of the Louth-Meath division; the latest crime statistics for the Louth-Meath divi-
sion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44301/13]

22/10/2013WRU00450Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, throughout the organisation and I have no function in the matter.  This allocation of re-
sources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing needs 
and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public. I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of each 
Garda Station in the Louth Garda Division and Meath Garda Division on 30 September 2013, 
the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as set out in the table.

Louth Garda Division Strength Reserve Civilian
Ardee District
Ardee Station 28 8 2
Castlebellingham Station 4
Collon Station 6
Louth Station 1
Drogheda District
Clougherhead Station 4
Drogheda Station 91 24 12
Dunleer Station 6
Dundalk District Strength Reserve Civilian
Blackrock Station 4
Carlingford Station 6
Drumad Station 7 1
Dundalk Station 120 19 8
Hackballscross Station 5
Omeath Station 4
Total 286 51 23
Meath Garda Division Strength Reserve Civilian
Ashbourne District
Ashbourne Station 43 9 5
Duleek Station 5
Dunboyne Station 15
Dunshaughlin Station 20 1
Laytown Station 23 3 1
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Louth Garda Division Strength Reserve Civilian
Kells District Strength Reserve Civilian
Baile Átha Buí Station 4
Kells Station 42 5 4
Oldcastle Station 3
Navan District
Navan Station 78 15 6
Nobber Station 4
Slane Station 4
Trim District Strength Reserve Civilian
Ballivor Station 3
Enfield Station 5 1
Longwood Station 1
Summerhill Station 3
Trim Station 35 7 5
Total 288 39 23

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide the re-
quested statistics directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRU00550Garda-PSNI Transfers

22/10/2013WRU00600400. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the ac-
tion he has taken since the lateral entry regulations have been in place to ensure gardaí can 
transfer into the PSNI and vice versa.  [44354/13]

22/10/2013WRU00700401. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the ac-
tion he has taken to promote transfers between the Garda and PSNI.  [44355/13]

22/10/2013WRU00800402. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí who have transferred to the PSNI; and the number of PSNI officers who have 
transferred to the Garda.  [44356/13]

22/10/2013WRU00875Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 400 to 402, inclusive, together.

The Inter-Governmental Agreement on Police co-operation obliged both Governments to 
introduce the necessary administrative and legislative measures to provide for exchanges, sec-
ondments and appointments between the Garda Síochana and the PSNI.  Protocols are in place 
between the Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI which provide for the 
implementation of a programme of Personnel Exchanges and Secondments between the two 
forces. To date eighty nine members of An Garda Síochána and seventy six members of the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland have taken part in exchange programmes between the forces 
and one Garda Superintendent has been on secondment with the PSNI.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 (Police Service of Northern Ireland Appointments) Regula-
tions 2012 and the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (Section 52) Regulations 2012, allow for appoint-
ment of members of the PSNI to An Garda Síochána at the ranks of Superintendent, Chief 
Superintendent and Assistant Commissioner. I understand from the Minister for Justice in 
Northern Ireland that suitably qualified members of the Garda Síochána may apply for similar 
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positions within the PSNI.

The regulations referred to above specifically provide that the Chief Constable of the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland be notified of the holding of promotion competitions for the rel-
evant ranks in An Garda Síochána. Expressions of interest from members of the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland were received for a promotion competition in 2012 and subsequently two 
briefing sessions were held at the Garda College Templemore, in September 2012. The appoint-
ments from this competition have been made and on this occasion did not include any members 
of the PSNI. The same notifications will be put in place when future promotion competitions 
are being held in the Garda Síochána.  These formal arrangements are but one element of the 
ongoing very close co-operation that exists between the forces on a day to day operational basis 
across all aspects of policing.

22/10/2013WRU00950Prisoner Releases

22/10/2013WRU01000403. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of life-
sentence prisoners released and the number of life-sentence prisoners recalled to prison in the 
years 2010, 2011 and 2012; the annual average length of time life-sentence prisoners served in 
prison prior to release in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the process followed regarding the recall of such 
prisoners; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44372/13]

22/10/2013WRU01100411. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an-
nual figures for the number of life-sentence prisoners released and the number of life-sentence 
prisoners recalled to prison for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the average length of time 
life-sentence prisoners served in prison prior to their release during the years 2010, 2011 and 
2012.  [44689/13]

22/10/2013WRU01150Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 403 and 411 together.

The information requested is set out in the table below. In the three years 2010 to 2012, a 
total of 15 life sentence prisoners were released. 

- 2010 2011 2012
Life sentenced prisoners released 6 5 4
Average served in prison 18 years 3 months 20 years 22 years
Life sentenced prisoners recalled 1 1 1

All prisoners who are serving life imprisonment are eligible to have their cases reviewed 
by the Parole Board once they have served seven years in custody.  The Board, which was 
established in 2001, makes recommendations to the Minister in relation to the management 
of offenders serving long sentences.  While it is open to the Parole Board to make any recom-
mendation, the experience with the Parole Board is that life sentenced prisoners are normally 
reviewed on a number of occasions over a number of years before any substantial concessions 
are recommended.

It is important to note that a life sentence is indeterminate and there is no guaranteed release 
date.  However, it does not always mean life in prison.  Persons released into the community 
continue to serve their sentences, subject to conditions, while on release.  While in the commu-
nity, life sentence prisoners are required to be under the supervision of the Probation Service.  
The Probation Service provide Progress Reports to the Irish Prison Service outlining resettle-
ment and reintegration progress and will report on any risk management concerns a prisoner 
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may present.  Where it is reported to the Irish Prison Service that a life sentenced prisoner in 
the community is failing to abide by the conditions of their release, that person may be refused 
a further period of temporary release and be taken back into custody.  In addition, An Garda 
Síochána may return a prisoner to prison where the prisoner is in breach of their temporary re-
lease conditions.  The Governor of the prison must conduct a hearing during which the prisoner 
is afforded due process before a decision is made as to whether the temporary release should 
be revoked.

22/10/2013WRU01250Charitable Lotteries Scheme

22/10/2013WRU01300404. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form for each year since 2005 to date in 2013, the amounts paid to each charity 
from the charitable lotteries compensation fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44392/13]

22/10/2013WRU01350Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charitable Lotteries 
Scheme was established in 1997 to provide assistance to the promoters of certain private chari-
table lotteries that have products similar to products sold by the National Lottery. Assistance 
under the Scheme was originally drawn solely from the National Lottery surplus but, as with 
other National Lottery funded subheads, it is now drawn also from exchequer funds.  From its 
establishment until 2011, the Charitable Lotteries Fund was administered by the Department 
of Finance. In mid 2011 responsibility for its administration was transferred to my Department 
and details of funding for 2012 and 2011 are as follows:

Charitable Lotteries Fund Allocation 2012

Charity 2012 Distribution  (€)
REHAB Lotteries 3,923,659.43
Gael Linn 454,274.93
Asthma Society of Ireland        371,277.42
Irish Cancer Society 189,774.86
Polio Fellowship of Ireland 189,774.86
The Hanly Centre 176,194.59
Irish Lung Foundation Limited 101,458.34
West of Ireland Alzheimer Foundation 95,624.29
Ataxia Ireland 94,449.01
Drogheda Community Services Trust 78,107.81
St Kierans Community Centre 66,759.33
ISPCC 64,560.25
Irish M.E. Trust 63,795.57
Longford Cathedral Circle 39,943.77
Associated Charities Trust 27,067.76
Mulranny Day Centre Housing Co. Ltd. 19,578.59
Lyreacrompane Community Development Ltd 18,295.34
Sliabh-Ardagh Rural Development 13,378.73
Cappoquin Community Development Co. Ltd 12,025.13
Total 6,000,000.01

Charitable Lotteries Fund Allocation 2011
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Charity  2011 Distribution  (€)
REHAB Lotteries 3,905,661.42
Gael Linn 436,262.33
Asthma Society of Ireland        364,236.16
Irish Cancer Society 209,728.93
Polio Fellowship 209,728.93
The Hanly Centre 169,393.23
FASI 109,212.02
Irish Lung Foundation Limited 104,135.45
ISPCC 69,427.13
West of Ireland Alzheimer Foundation 94,298.22
Drogheda Community Services Trust 76,512.53
Irish M.E. Trust 64,633.59
St Kierans Community Centre 61,900.03
Longford Cathedral Circle 39,552.21
Associated Charities Trust 25,905.21
Lyreacrompane Community Development Ltd 18,885.88
Mulranny Day Centre Housing Co. Ltd. 18,182.60
Slieve-Ardagh Rural Development 12,401.26
Cappoquin Community Development Co. Ltd 9,942.85
Total 5,999,999.98

22/10/2013WRU01450Charitable Lotteries Scheme

22/10/2013WRU01500405. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he plans to discon-
tinue the charitable lotteries compensation fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44393/13]

22/10/2013WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charitable Lotteries 
Scheme was established in 1997 to provide assistance to the promoters of certain private chari-
table lotteries that have products similar to products sold by the National Lottery. This funding 
was originally drawn from the National Lottery surplus but, as with other National Lottery 
funded subheads, it is now drawn also from exchequer funds.  Because of the urgent need 
to make savings in Government expenditure, this Scheme cannot be sustained in the current 
circumstances.  Beneficiaries were advised in October 2012 that it would be phased out on a 
gradual basis over a 3 year period, with the first reduction taking effect in late 2013. This is 
in order to give affected organisations as much time as possible to adjust to the change and to 
consider how they may increase the funding they receive through other fundraising projects.  
As the decision to phase out the Scheme is currently the subject of legal proceedings initiated 
by The Rehab Group and Rehab Lotteries, I am not in a position to comment further in relation 
to this issue, at this time.

22/10/2013WRU01650Immigration Status

22/10/2013WRU01700406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if upgrade and 
extension of residency will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44527/13]

22/10/2013WRU01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred 
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to by the Deputy entered the State as a student on 5 October 2009  and registered on Student 
conditions on 23 October 2009. This permission expired on 13 October 2012.  If this person 
has been present in the State since that date he has been unlawfully present.  This would be in 
breach of Section 5 (1) of the Immigration Act 2004 which provides that no non-Irish national 
may be in the State other than in accordance with the terms of any permission given to him or 
her by or on behalf of the Minister. Furthermore Section 5(2) of the Act provides that a non-
Irish national who is in the State in contravention of subsection (1) is for all purposes unlaw-
fully present in the State.  It would appear, from the information supplied by the Deputy, that 
the person concerned is unlawfully present in the State.  This is, of course, a matter of serious 
concern and officials of INIS will be in touch with the person concerning his position here.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

22/10/2013WRU01850Garda Equipment

22/10/2013WRU01900407. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
quests he has received from the Garda Commissioners in each of the past three years regarding 
the increase in the number of boats available to the Garda water unit; the number of requests 
that have been approved, pending or refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44533/13]

22/10/2013WRU02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision of Garda equip-
ment, including boats, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of his identified op-
erational requirements and I have no direct function in this area.  In that context, I am advised 
by the Garda authorities that the existing resources available to the Garda Water Unit are suf-
ficient to meet its requirements and, accordingly, that there are currently no plans to purchase 
additional Garda boats.  In addition, I understand that the position will continue to be kept under 
review.

22/10/2013WRU02050Garda Recruitment

22/10/2013WRU02100408. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has considered 
giving members of the Garda Reserve preferential treatment in applications for full member-
ship of An Garda Síochána, in view of the fact that many of them would have undertaken a 
number of courses and training relevant to An Garda Síochána, that they would have put in 
years of loyal service and that their recruitment could essentially streamline the recruitment 
process.  [44542/13]

22/10/2013WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Recruitment to An Garda Sío-
chána is governed by statutory regulations. The current Garda Síochána (Admissions and Ap-
pointments) (Amendment) Regulation 2006, expressly allows the Public Appointments Service 
to take into account any satisfactory service by a person as a reserve member of the Garda Sío-
chána, when they are applying to join the full time force. These regulations are currently being 
consolidated and revised and the same provisions for Reserve members will be incorporated 
into the new regulations.
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22/10/2013WRU02250Magdalen Laundries Report

22/10/2013WRU02300409. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
will publish the recently completed interdepartmental group report on Judge Quirke’s Magda-
len laundries restorative justice recommendations.  [44606/13]

22/10/2013WRU02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I expect to bring the Report of 
the Inter Departmental Group on the Implementation of the Recommendations of Judge Quirke 
for a Scheme for the benefit of those women who were admitted to and worked in Magdalen 
Laundries back before the Government very shortly.  When the Report has been considered by 
the Government it will be published on my Department’s website.

22/10/2013WRU02450Asylum Applications

22/10/2013WRU02500410. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on asylum issue protocols at the point of entry regarding lack of an ombudsman and 
lack of translation service.  [44633/13]

22/10/2013WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The detailed provisions relat-
ing to the making of an asylum application at the frontiers of the State are set out in Sections 8 
and 9 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended). Briefly, those provisions require persons seek-
ing to make an application to be interviewed by an immigration officer and informed, where 
possible in a language that the person understands, that they may apply to the Minister for a 
declaration of refugee status.  An interview by an immigration officer must, where necessary 
and possible, be conducted with the assistance of an interpreter and the immigration officer is 
required to keep a record of the interview and to provide a copy to the person concerned and to 
the Refugee Applications Commissioner.

A person who makes an application for asylum must be granted permission to enter the 
State and is entitled to remain in the State until their application for a declaration is transferred 
to another Member State under the Dublin Regulation, withdrawn or deemed to be withdrawn, 
granted or refused by the Minister.  As the Deputy may be aware, applications for refugee sta-
tus are investigated at first instance by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner 
(ORAC) and on appeal by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT).  Both the ORAC and the RAT 
are statutorily independent in the performance of their functions under the Refugee Act 1996 
(as amended).  In addition, it is open to applicants to seek leave to take a judicial review in rela-
tion to decisions of the ORAC and RAT. The Offices in question are excluded from the provi-
sions of the Ombudsman Act, 2012.

  Question No. 411 answered with Question No. 403.

22/10/2013WRU02750Garda Vetting Applications

22/10/2013WRU02800412. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
for the delay in providing Garda clearance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [44716/13]

22/10/2013WRU02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that it is not possible to check the status of the application referred to in the absence 
of details of a date of birth.  If the Deputy will provide the additional information, I will have 
further enquiries made in the matter.
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22/10/2013WRU02950Road Traffic Offences

22/10/2013WRU03000413. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 273 of 15 October 2013, if he will provide a breakdown of the 
courts in all of the districts managed by the Courts Service where motorists did not receive a 
conviction under the Road Traffic Acts because they instead agreed to make a donation to char-
ity. [44726/13]

22/10/2013WRU03050Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The court poor box is a non-
statutory system used mostly by the District Courts to impose a financial charge on a defendant 
to be used for a charitable purpose, usually instead of imposing a criminal conviction.  Pay-
ments made to the court poor box are accounted for by the court office concerned and the ac-
counting procedures are subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  Generally, 
charities are the recipients of poor box contributions but the decision is solely at the discretion 
of the Judge who is independent in the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning the 
exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  In order to be of 
assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the table below shows the number of 
defendants recorded on  the Courts Service Criminal Case Tracking System (CCTS) who were 
before the court for offences under the Road Traffic Act and the outcome of whose cases in-
volved payments to the Poor Box. None of these people were convicted of the offences.

District Number Number of Defendants
1 - Donegal 102
2 - Sligo/Donegal/Leitrim 188
3 - Mayo 11
4 - Roscommon/Galway 39
5 - Cavan/Monaghan 163
6 - Drogheda/Dundalk 33
7 - Galway 5
8 - Tipperary 4
9 - Westmeath/Longford 170
10 - Meath/Louth 6
12 - Clare 103
13 - Limerick 365
15 - Laois/Offaly 44
17 - Kerry 104
18 - West Cork 167
19 - Cork City 1
20 - North/East  Cork 217
21 - South Tipperary/West Waterford 106
22 - Carlow/Kilkenny 37
23 - Wexford 2
24 - Waterford City 67
25  - Kildare 3
Dublin Metropolitan District 899
TOTAL 2836

22/10/2013WRU03150Crime Data
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22/10/2013WRU03200414. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the most recent 
crime rate figures available for County Meath, broken down by local Garda station and under 
the classification of crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44731/13]

22/10/2013WRU03300416. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the most recent 
crime rate figures available for County Lout,  broken down by local Garda station and under the 
classification of crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44733/13]

22/10/2013WRU03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 414 and 416 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics 
directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRU03450Garda Deployment

22/10/2013WRU03500415. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
allocated to County Meath, broken down by local Garda station; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44732/13]

22/10/2013WRU03600417. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
allocated to County Louth, broken down by local Garda station; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44734/13]

22/10/2013WRU03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 415 and 417 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no function in the 
matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, 
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional 
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible 
Garda service is provided to the public.  I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that 
the personnel strength of each Garda Station in the Louth Garda Division and Meath Garda 
Division on 30 September 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as 
set out in the table.

Louth Garda Division Garda Strength Garda Reserves Civilian Staff
Ardee District
Ardee Station 28 8 2
Castlebellingham Station 4
Collon Station 6
Louth Station 1
Drogheda District
Clougherhead Station 4
Drogheda Station 91 24 12
Dunleer Station 6
Dundalk District
Blackrock Station 4
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Louth Garda Division Garda Strength Garda Reserves Civilian Staff
Carlingford Station 6
Drumad Station 7 1
Dundalk Station 120 19 8
Hackballscross Station 5
Omeath Station 4
Total 286 51 23
Meath Garda Division Garda Strength Garda Reserve Civilian Staff
Ashbourne District
Ashbourne Station 43 9 5
Duleek Station 5
Dunboyne Station 15
Dunshaughlin Station 20 1
Laytown Station 23 3 1
Kells District
Baile Átha Buí Station 4
Kells Station 42 5 4
Oldcastle Station 3
Navan District
Navan Station 78 15 6
Nobber Station 4
Slane Station 4
Trim District
Ballivor Station 3
Enfield Station 5 1
Longwood Station 1
Summerhill Station 3
Trim Station 35 7 5
Total 288 39 23

      Question No. 416 answered with Question No. 414.

Question No. 417 answered with Question No. 415.

22/10/2013WRV00350Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRV00400418. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide the full year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the 
expenditure report 2014, as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44750/13]

22/10/2013WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The full year effect of the ex-
penditure reductions for Vote 24 - Justice and Equality as outlined in Expenditure Report 2013 
was  €12 million. Further reductions were outlined in Expenditure Report 2014 and the full year 
effect for the Justice and Equality Vote will be in the region of €19.6 million. A proportion of 
these reductions are already reflected in the Revised Estimates for 2013.
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22/10/2013WRV00550National Drugs Strategy Budget

22/10/2013WRV00600419. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
parliamentary Question No. 388 of 15 October 2013, if the figure of €241 million provided in 
the answer includes the €5.7 million given in parliamentary Question No. 259 of 15 October 
2013, as the cost of funding the Garda national drugs unit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44757/13]

22/10/2013WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand that the financial 
details supplied by my colleague the Minister for Health in Question No. 388 on 15 October 
2013 took account of information provided by the Garda authorities.  However, if the Deputy 
wishes to obtain specific information in relation to the sum of €241 million I would suggest that 
he should consult with the Minister for Health who was, of course, responsible for its compila-
tion.

22/10/2013WRV00750Defence Forces Remuneration

22/10/2013WRV00800420. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence the names of those con-
sulted relative to the change of pension payments from the 20th of each month to the 30th; if 
he has dealt with any hardship cases arising from this change; and if the phase-in period will be 
extended beyond six months.  [44476/13]

22/10/2013WRV00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would refer the Deputy to my reply to the 
House on 15 October 2013 to Question No. 294 which gives the background to this move.  I 
should mention that when I approved the proposal to resume paying Defence Forces pensions 
at the end of the month, I asked my officials to arrange to have this done on a phased basis to 
take account of the fact that people may have organised their financial affairs around the 20th 
of the month.  The move was then notified in advance to officials of the three main representa-
tive associations concerned in February 2013 in order to get their feedback. This was done as 
part of the regular, ongoing interaction between my Department officials and the associations; 
specifically, the Organisation of National Ex-Servicemen and Women (ONE), the Irish United 
Nations Veterans Association (IUNVA) and the Association of Retired Commissioned Officers 
(ARCO).  I understand that they in turn informed their respective memberships.  The associa-
tions did raise some concerns with my officials, including the timeframe for implementation of 
the move and the impact on banking and bill-paying transaction dates.  Insofar as the Depart-
ment could, those concerns were taken on board.  No hardship cases have been brought to my 
Department’s attention in relation to the move and there are no plans to extend phasing of the 
move beyond the six months already notified to pensioners.

22/10/2013WRV00950Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRV01000421. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide the 
full year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the expenditure 
report 2014 as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44743/13]

22/10/2013WRV01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): As part of the Comprehensive Review of 
Expenditure (CRE) process, my Department engaged in a systematic examination of all ele-
ments of Defence expenditure. Following engagement with the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, the ceilings for expenditure within the Defence Sector were set out for the 
2012-2014 period. These ceilings were based on a rigorous assessment of pay, non-pay and 
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pension elements of the Defence Sector Votes (Defence and Army Pensions).

The Current expenditure provision for the Defence Sector in 2014 is €890m. This repre-
sents a reduction of €2m on the 2013 CRE provision, after adjustments, and follows on from 
significant reductions achieved over previous years. These reductions were achieved through 
a series of measures, which included a stabilisation of the strength of the Permanent Defence 
Force (PDF) at 9,500, a re-organisation of the Defence Forces into a two Brigade structure and 
a rationalisation and consolidation of my Department’s property portfolio.  I have been assured 
by the Chief of Staff that despite reductions in funding, the Defence Forces continue to have the 
capability to deliver on all roles assigned by Government.

22/10/2013WRV01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRV01200422. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan will receive their disadvantaged areas 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44094/13]

22/10/2013WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named on 21 October 2013, payments under the Scheme having commenced, on 
target, on 25 September 2013.

22/10/2013WRV01350Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRV01400423. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantage areas and 
single farm payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44095/13]

22/10/2013WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued to the person named as the 
holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements. As soon as 
the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter. 

Payment in respect of the Single Payment Scheme issued on 16 October 2013, directly to 
the nominated bank account of the person named.

22/10/2013WRV01550Forestry Sector

22/10/2013WRV01600424. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if the product known as pulp within the forestry industry will be made available at a 
commercial rate to the saw millers of the country and no longer be exclusively directed to the 
Coillte board plants; his views on whether there would be a better return to the State if this 
product was transacted on an open and transparent basis, whereby all processors of our forestry, 
including Coillte, would have to bid for same rather than the current situation whereby Coillte 
directs pulp to its board plants without any cost to it; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44174/13]

22/10/2013WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I understand 
that pulp wood is of a size that is not suited for conversion in sawmills and that the main uses 
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of pulp wood in Ireland are in panel-board manufacture and as wood fuel.

Coillte Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 
1988 and day-to-day operational matters, such as the use and/or marketing of pulp wood from 
its forest estate, are the responsibility of the company. I understand that Coillte decides on a 
commercial basis the levels of pulp wood from its own forests which it sells on the open mar-
ket and what proportion is used in its two board mills. I also understand that the company also 
sells a proportion of its pulp wood on the open market on a competitive basis. Coillte sells its 
larger, sawlog sized material, through auctions which are held on a fortnightly basis and where 
sawmills bid for roundwood lots. Sales of privately-owned pulp wood are transacted between 
the owners and a range of buyers, including Coillte.

22/10/2013WRV01750Forestry Sector

22/10/2013WRV01800425. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to the fact that at a recent forestry industry event held in the 
UK an orientated strand board manufacturer (details supplied) was asking participants to sign a 
petition requesting that the pulp from Irish forests be made available to all in the industry and 
not only to Coillte’s board plants; his views on whether Coilte’s exclusive access to this product 
from our forests is an anti-competitive practice; if he will assure Dáil Éireann that there is no 
conflict with EU competition directives with regard to Coillte having sole use of this product; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44178/13]

22/10/2013WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My attention 
had not been drawn to such a petition. I understand that sales of pulp wood from private forests 
in Ireland are transacted on a market basis between buyer and seller and Coillte does not have 
exclusive access to pulp wood from the private sector.  Coillte Teoranta was established as a 
private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day operational matters, 
such as decisions in relation to the use and marketing of pulp wood from its forest estate, are 
the responsibility of the company. An object of the company, as provided in the Forestry Act 
1988, is to carry on the business of forestry and related activities on a commercial basis and in 
accordance with efficient silvicultural practices.

22/10/2013WRV01950Single Payment Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRV02000426. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not yet received their single payment 
scheme payment; the reason for the delay; when payment may be expected; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44186/13]

22/10/2013WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 15 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility/cross compliance 
inspection.  The ground eligibility inspection has been completed and the results are now being 
finalised. In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact 
with the person named.  During the course of the cross compliance inspection discrepancies 
were recorded in relation to cattle identification and registration requirements, resulting in a 
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1% penalty. The person named was notified of this decision on 20 September 2013. The person 
named was also informed of the right to seek a review of this decision. In the event that the 
person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the 
independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

22/10/2013WRV02150Single Payment Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRV02200427. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not yet received their single payment 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44187/13]

22/10/2013WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 21 Feb-
ruary 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full 
and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be 
completed before any payments issue.  The application of the person named was selected for 
a ground eligibility inspection. The inspection has been completed and the results processed. 
Payments under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas’ Schemes issued on 16 October 
2013, directly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

22/10/2013WRV02350Single Payment Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRV02400428. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has not yet received their single payment 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44188/13]

22/10/2013WRV02500459. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has still not received their single payment 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44585/13]

22/10/2013WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 428 and 459 together.

An application under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named 
in my Department on 9 May 2013. Following processing, an over-claim was identified in re-
spect of one land parcel declared on the application of the person named. This matter has now 
been resolved and the application of the person named will be further processed with a view to 
payment issuing at the earliest possible date.

22/10/2013WRV02650Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2013WRV02700429. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a grant available to fence mountain land; if he intends introducing such a grant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44190/13]

22/10/2013WRV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Grant-aid is 
available from my Department for the erecting of sheep fencing under the TAMS Sheep Fenc-
ing/Handling Scheme.  Details of the Scheme, together with the accompanying application 
form, are available on my Department’s website.  The Scheme closes for applications at the end 
of this year.
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22/10/2013WRV02850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

22/10/2013WRV02900430. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the disadvantaged areas scheme for 2013 will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway, the reason for the delay in issuing the payment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [44191/13]

22/10/2013WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the per-
son named on 25 April 2013. Following processing, an issue was identified in respect of one 
land parcel declared as owned land on the application by the person named but also declared 
by third parties as part of a commonage parcel. This matter has now been resolved and the ap-
plication of the person named has been further processed with a view to payment issuing under 
both schemes shortly.

22/10/2013WRV03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRV03100431. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the 2013 disadvantaged areas scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway, the reason for the delay in issuing the payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44192/13]

22/10/2013WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced issuing, on target, on 25 September 
2013; payment under the Scheme issued to the person named on that date, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

22/10/2013WRV03250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRV03300432. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a disadvantaged areas payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44217/13]

22/10/2013WRV03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named on 18 October 2013, payments under the Scheme having commenced, on 
target, on 25 September 2013.

22/10/2013WRV03450Bovine Disease Controls

22/10/2013WRV03500433. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a permit is required to bring cattle to a show whereas cattle which are under test can 
be brought to a mart without such a permit. [44260/13]

22/10/2013WRV03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The position 
is that it is not necessary for keepers to obtain a permit if they are bringing animals to a livestock 
mart because the disease status of the animal is verified online at the mart against data held 
on various Department databases, including the Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) 
system and the Animal Health Computer System.  This check is carried out electronically at 
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the mart premises and, where an animal is found to contravene any of the system validation 
checks, it cannot be offered for sale and must be returned back to the holding of the keeper who 
presented the animal at the mart. 

With regard to bovines moving to Agricultural Shows, the keeper must obtain a Certificate 
of Compliance (permit) prior to the movement of the animals to the show. This is necessary in 
order to ensure that only animals which meet the statutory disease testing requirements for TB, 
Brucellosis and Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) are presented at a Show.

22/10/2013WRW00150Departmental Correspondence

22/10/2013WRW00200434. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the circumstances in which prepaid envelopes are sent to farmers or made available to them at 
offices to correspond with his Department and whether there is any difference in practice be-
tween various regions. [44261/13]

22/10/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, as a general rule, does not provide prepaid envelopes to farmers nor make them available 
at its local offices.  However, under certain limited circumstances it does provide such items 
for the purposes of data collection, animal identification and surveys.  For example, in bovine 
identification, keepers receive prepaid envelopes and prepaid white calf birth registration cards 
with their tag orders.  Freepost envelopes are also supplied to keepers who use Animal Events 
sheets to register their births.  All keepers who order tags are issued with these cards and enve-
lopes.  There is no variation in practices across the different regions.

Any error letters issued by the calf birth registration and movement agencies have a freepost 
envelope enclosed.  This also applies to all correction letters.  Similarly my Department pro-
vides prepaid envelopes to sheep flock owners and goat herd keepers with their annual sheep/
goat census forms in order to encourage them to return their sheep/goat census forms which 
under national legislation they are obliged to do.  The provision of the envelopes has helped 
my Department maintain a very high annual response rate and it reduces the number of times 
officials issue reminders to submit a census.

Prepaid envelopes are also issued annually to approximately 4,000 pig herd owners to fa-
cilitate return of the pig census form.  Running an annual pig census fulfils EU obligations and 
is a valuable resource for the Department, underpinning both identification and disease control 
systems.

22/10/2013WRW00350Departmental Offices

22/10/2013WRW00400435. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if any office dealing with veterinary, livestock or agricultural and environment structures, AES, 
which takes telephone calls from farmers, will be retained west of the Shannon; if it is or will 
be possible to speak to an officer of his Department face-to-face at such offices.  [44262/13]

22/10/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently in the process of centralising the administrative support for its 16 Regional 
Offices in two ‘back office’ locations - one in Portlaoise and the other in Cavan.  The centralis-
ing of administrative procedures will enable my Department to reduce the number of adminis-
trative staff required to support District Veterinary Office operations and, accordingly, the cost 
of providing its services.
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These new arrangements will not have any adverse effect on the services provided to farm-
ers.  When fully rolled out, telephone queries to any of my Department’s 16 Regional Offices 
will be dealt with by administrative staff based in Portlaoise or Cavan.  Veterinary, inspectorate 
and technical staff will continue to operate from their current regional office locations and are 
available to meet with farmers as heretofore.

22/10/2013WRW00550Afforestation Programme

22/10/2013WRW00600436. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the date of the autumn planting financial approval under the afforestation scheme has 
been changed from 31 January to 31 December, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
this change will impact negatively on farmers participating in the disadvantaged area scheme, 
if he will extend the date back to 31 January for those in the DAS scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44264/13]

22/10/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Autumn 
planting for 2013 was opened on 24 September 2013 with a completion date this year of 31 
December 2013.  The invitation to apply for financial approval was limited to those owners who 
are ready to plant within 6 weeks from 4 October 2013 i.e. by 15 November 2013 with comple-
tion by 31 December 2013. It was matter for landowners to decide if this timescale suited their 
individual circumstances having regard, inter alia, to the qualifying conditions for other Depart-
mental Schemes.  If it does not suit their individual circumstances to plant their land before the 
end of this year they may apply again for financial approval as soon as they are ready to plant.

22/10/2013WRW00750Aquaculture Licences Applications

22/10/2013WRW00800437. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the current status of the application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for an aquaculture licence 
to produce farmed salmon using open net cages on the foreshore at Inis Oirr, Galway Bay; the 
status of the application for a Foreshore Licence to place structures on the area of the foreshore, 
to be used in the above mentioned aquaculture activities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44269/13]

22/10/2013WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation of finfish near 
Inis Oirr in Galway Bay was received by my Department last year.  The application and its ac-
companying Environmental Impact Statement are being considered under the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act.  A determination in respect of 
the application will be made as soon as possible following completion of the necessary assess-
ment process.  This assessment process will take full account of all national and EU legislative 
requirements and will reflect the full engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public 
policy aspects of the application.  The fullest consideration is being given to all submissions 
received as part of the statutory and public consultation stages of the process.

There is always a strict separation of my Ministerial role as decision maker in respect of 
aquaculture licence applications and my Ministerial duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of the industry. This separation of duties is strictly observed.  As the application is under 
active consideration as part of the statutory process it would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment further at this time.
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22/10/2013WRW00950Aquaculture Development

22/10/2013WRW01000438. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his views on the prospects of the development of a number of off-shore facilities aimed 
at producing farmed salmon using open net cages around the Irish coast; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44270/13]

22/10/2013WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application to my Department for an aquaculture licence for the 
cultivation of finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  The application and its accompanying En-
vironmental Impact Statement are currently being considered in accordance with the provisions 
of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act.  My Department has also issued a Site Investigation 
Licence to BIM in respect of potential sites off the Mayo coast.  I also understand that BIM is 
currently engaged in preliminary work with a view to a possible application to my Department 
for a Site Investigation Licence for an area off the coast of Donegal.

22/10/2013WRW01150Fish Farming

22/10/2013WRW01200439. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to the concerns expressed by numerous organisations and 
individuals that facilities aimed at producing farmed salmon using open net cages can damage 
the stocks of wild salmon and sea trout; if so, the actions he will take to alleviate these concerns; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44271/13]

22/10/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All finfish 
aquaculture applications and accompanying Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are con-
sidered in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 
Foreshore Act as amended.  The legislation provides for extensive consultation with stakehold-
ers, including Inland Fisheries Ireland, which has responsibility for wild salmon stocks and sea 
trout.  The legislation also provides for a period of general public consultation.

22/10/2013WRW01350Aquaculture Development

22/10/2013WRW01400440. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department has investigated the prospect of developing land based closed contain-
ment facilities to produce farmed salmon as an alternative to the foreshore/off-shore proposals 
submitted to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44272/13]

22/10/2013WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applications 
in respect of land based aquaculture licences are considered by my Department in accordance 
with the provisions of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997.  The legislation provides for exten-
sive consultation with stakeholders including a period of general public consultation.

Any application for specific land based facilities is primarily an operational matter for the 
applicant.  All applications for aquaculture licences regardless of the location of the site, in 
respect of which the applications are made, are referred to a wide range of consultees for com-
ment. These include, inter alia, the Marine Institute, Inland Fisheries Ireland, the Department 
of Environment Community and Local Government, Fáilte Ireland, An Taisce and the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service.  In addition my Department’s Engineering Division provides tech-
nical advice on each application.
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22/10/2013WRW01550Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRW01600441. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan has still not received their area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44344/13]

22/10/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme/Single 
Payment Scheme has recently been finalised, payments under both schemes are due to issue in 
to the person named in the coming days, directly to the nominated bank account.

22/10/2013WRW01750Horticulture Sector Issues

22/10/2013WRW01800442. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which research facilities remain available to the horticulture sector with particular 
reference to the need to provide for long-term back up in respect of research and support given, 
which is pivotal to the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44353/13]

22/10/2013WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 
Teagasc’s Rationalisation Programme 2009-13 it was decided to consolidate Teagasc research 
activities in the Dublin area at one location, Teagasc’s Ashtown Food Centre. As part of this 
process, the horticulture research and knowledge transfer activities at Kinsealy were to be lo-
cated in new facilities in Ashtown.

The laboratory operations have already moved from Kinsealy to state of the art laboratories 
in Ashtown. However, an appeal to An Bord Pleanála lodged in June 2013, delayed progress in 
other areas.  Fortunately, this appeal has been satisfactorily resolved recently and further build-
ing works are planned to commence shortly.  When these building works are completed, all 
horticultural research and knowledge transfer facilities in the Dublin area will be based in state 
of the art facilities in Ashtown.

In addition, to complement its horticultural research activities, Teagasc has entered into 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the Horticulture Development Company, UK.  This 
Memorandum of Understanding is operating to the benefit of both organisations since 2011.  
Teagasc currently has a number of post-graduate students involved in horticultural research 
projects that are jointly funded by Teagasc and the Horticulture Development Company.

22/10/2013WRW01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRW02000443. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of an agri-environment options scheme 2013 will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44383/13]

22/10/2013WRW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and has received full payment in respect of the 2011 Scheme Year.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks have been suc-
cessfully completed in respect of the 2012 Scheme year and full payment has issued to the per-
son named in respect of the 2012 - 75% payment issued on 4 February 2013 and the balancing 
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25% payment issued on 5 February 2013. 

Payments for 2013 will commence when administrative checks, including the cross check 
against the Land Parcel Identification System, have been carried out on all applications. These 
administrative checks are well underway and the advance payments of 75% will commence 
when they are finalised.

22/10/2013WRW02150Single Payment Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRW02200444. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a single farm payment scheme will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44384/13]

22/10/2013WRW02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme has recently 
been finalised, payment will issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named.

22/10/2013WRW02350Departmental Offices

22/10/2013WRW02400445. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason agricultural offices in places like County Kerry are completely under-staffed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44387/13]

22/10/2013WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am satis-
fied that there are sufficient resources in place in my Department’s agricultural offices to enable 
farm inspections to be carried out in a timely manner and without any undue delay in making 
payments to farmers.

22/10/2013WRW02550Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRW02600446. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason payment of disadvantaged areas payment and single farm payment has not is-
sued to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; when same will issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44403/13]

22/10/2013WRW02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application of the person named under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme/Single 
Payment Scheme has recently been finalised, payments under both schemes are due to issue in 
to the person named in the coming days, directly to the nominated bank account.

22/10/2013WRW02750Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRW02800447. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged areas payment and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44405/13]

22/10/2013WRW02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from person 
named on 16 April 2013.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes re-
quire that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm in-
spections, be completed before any payments issue.  The application of the person named was 
selected for a remote sensing inspection.  This inspection has been completed and the results are 
now being finalised. In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly 
be in contact with the person named.

22/10/2013WRW02950Single Payment Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRW03000448. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their single farm payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44420/13]

22/10/2013WRW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provision of Article 28(1) of Council Regulation (EC) No 73/2009 no payment will be made 
under the Single Payment Scheme where the amount claimed is less than €100.  As the entitle-
ments of the person named are valued lower than €100, no payment has issued to the person 
named under the Single Payment Scheme since 2009. 

22/10/2013WRW03150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRW03200449. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding payment for disadvantaged area payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44439/13]

22/10/2013WRW03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person 
named on 10 May 2013.  This application was the subject of a Remote Sensing (i.e. Satellite 
Inspection). The results of this inspection indicated that over-claims existed on land parcels de-
clared in the application. With a view to verifying the results of the Remote Sensing inspection 
a ground inspection of these parcels was arranged. The findings of the inspection confirmed that 
the total over-claim in respect of both the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas Schemes 
was greater than 50%. In such circumstances, the penalty provided for in Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No 1122/2009 is that no payment can issue for either Scheme in the year in question. 

In addition, in accordance with the provisions of the governing EU Regulations, a Multi-
Annual Sanction fine equalling to the monetary equivalent of the area over-claim by the appli-
cant must be deducted from payments under EU funded schemes due to the applicant over the 
following three years.

The person named was informed of the over-claim by letter dated 18 October 2013. That 
letter also informed the applicant that she had a right to appeal. On receipt of any appeal the 
matter will be re-examined by my Department.

22/10/2013WRW03350Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRW03400450. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a grassland sheep scheme payment will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44440/13]
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22/10/2013WRW03500451. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a disadvantaged areas scheme payment will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44441/13]

22/10/2013WRW03600452. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
single farm scheme payment will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44442/13]

22/10/2013WRW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 450 to 452, inclusive, together. 

An application under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme/
Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 3 May 2013, processing of 
which has recently been finalised, with payments under both the Single Payment Scheme and 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issuing directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named on 16 October and 17 October respectively. Payments under the 2013 Grassland Sheep 
Scheme are not due to commence issuing until 9 December 2013.

22/10/2013WRX00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2013WRX00200453. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is legally obliged to have an agri-environmental scheme payable to farmers who have SAC 
or NHA lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44444/13]

22/10/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The govern-
ing European Union regulations require all Member States to make an agri-environment mea-
sure available within their territories and Ireland is fully compliant with these requirements.  
There is no legal requirement that such measures must contain payments for any specific cat-
egory of farmers or farming systems.  Both the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) 
and the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) operated by my Department are voluntary 
schemes and provide for payment for Natura 2000 SAC and SPA lands and commonage land.  
Natura applicants have been given priority access in AEOS under the selection process and in 
both REPS and AEOS all valid applications received for Natura and commonage lands have 
been approved.

22/10/2013WRX00325Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRX00400454. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if farm payments will be approved and paid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [44471/13]

22/10/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2009 and received payment for the first four years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  Arrangements are well advanced to issue 
payments in respect of 2013 and I expect that these payments will commence in November. 

An application under the 2012 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Schemes was received 
from the person named in my Department on 22 March 2012.  Full payment under the Single 
Payment Scheme has issued to the person named in respect of this application.  The first instal-
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ment issued on 16 October 2012 and the balancing payment issued on 3 December 2012.

The person named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme, whose cases were impacted upon by the requirement to have achieved a minimum 
stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused 
derogation in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the in-
dependently chaired DAS Appeals Committee who advised of the option to pursue the matter 
with the Office of the Ombudsman.

22/10/2013WRX00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRX00600455. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding area aid payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44536/13]

22/10/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named on 10 October 2013, payments under the Scheme having commenced, on 
target, on 25 September 2013. 

22/10/2013WRX00725Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRX00800456. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will have their area based, single farm and rural 
environment protection scheme payments processed; the reason for the delay in same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44543/13]

22/10/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued to the person named as the 
holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.  As soon as 
the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.  Payment in respect 
of Single Payment Scheme issued on 16 October 2013, directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named.  The person named is not an applicant under the Rural Environmental 
Protection Scheme.

22/10/2013WRX00950Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRX01000457. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will have their area based, single farm and rural 
environment protection scheme payments processed; the reason for the delay in same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44544/13]

22/10/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued to the person named as the 
holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.  As soon as 
the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.  Payment in respect of 
Single Payment Scheme issued on 16 October, directly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named.
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The person named was approved to the 2012 Agri Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 May 2013.  I anticipate that payments for the 2012 Agri Environment Options Scheme 
(AEOS 3) will commence in the first quarter of 2014.  Applications must complete all necessary 
prepayment validations and checks before any payment can issue.

22/10/2013WRX01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRX01200458. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of headage grant will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44565/13]

22/10/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named on 18 October 2013, payments under the Scheme having commenced, on 
target, on 25 September 2013. 

Question No. 459 answered with Question No. 428.

22/10/2013WRX01450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRX01500460. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area aid pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44601/13]

22/10/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named on 17 October 2013, payments under the Scheme having commenced, on 
target, on 25 September 2013. 

22/10/2013WRX01650Single Payment Scheme Payments

22/10/2013WRX01700461. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for supporting farmers with private hill holdings whose single farm payments in disad-
vantaged areas are relatively low; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44608/13]

22/10/2013WRX01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As an alter-
native to the ‘flat-rate’ payment per hectare proposed by the Commission during the recent ne-
gotiations, I proposed the ‘Internal Convergence’ model which, while initially retaining the link 
with current payments under the Single Payment Scheme, gradually moves all farmers towards 
a national average value over the five years of the new scheme.  The purpose of this model is 
to achieve a gradual phased redistribution of payments between those who currently hold high 
value entitlements and those who hold low value entitlements.  It will I believe introduce a 
fairer more equitable distribution of funds between farmers while avoiding the negative impact 
of a sudden move to a ‘flat-rate’.  

Farmers who currently hold low value entitlements will benefit from this process of con-
vergence over the five years of the new scheme.  By 2019 all farmers must have an entitlement 
value which is at least 60% of the national average entitlement value.  In addition the new 
Regulation provides other options which allow for further reductions of high value payments.  
These are currently under consideration.
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The CAP agreement reached on 26 June provides a number of options for Member States 
in terms of how they can tailor the new measures to their specific needs.  In this context I initi-
ated a process of consultation with all stakeholders in July the responses to which are currently 
being collated.  I will decide on the final shape of the new Direct Payments system in Ireland 
later this year.

22/10/2013WRX01850Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRX01900462. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when enti-
tlement payments for the year 2011 will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44630/13]

22/10/2013WRX02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The process-
ing of this case has recently been finalised and payment in respect of the transferred entitle-
ments will issue at the earliest opportunity.

22/10/2013WRX02050Sugar Industry

22/10/2013WRX02100463. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made to date in re-establishing an Irish sugar beet industry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44677/13]

22/10/2013WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I know the 
Deputy will be aware of the background to this issue.  In 2011 I met with two separate groups 
which had conducted feasibility studies into the possibility of establishing a new sugar/bioetha-
nol facility in the country.  I understand from figures published by the interested groups who 
are investigating the possibility of building a new facility, that the overall capital cost costs in-
volved could range from €250 million to €400 million, depending on what type of facility will 
be constructed. 

I informed both groups at the time and many times since, that any venture to develop a 
combined sugar/bioethanol production facility would have to be a viable commercial proposi-
tion, and supported by a business case which is sufficiently robust to attract the funding from 
investors for the very substantial capital investment required.  I also informed both groups that 
it was my job to look for agreement at EU level to allow for the growing of sugar beet for the 
manufacture of sugar, at the earliest possible date.

In this connection, I am pleased to confirm to the Deputy that at the last Council of Agri-
culture Ministers in June, which I chaired under Ireland’s EU Presidency, I secured agreement 
as part of the overall CAP reform package, to abolish all sugar quotas by 30 September 2017.  
This agreement removes, with effect from 1 October 2017, the quota barrier for operators in 
Ireland or other Member States, wishing to re-establish a sugar industry.  I am glad to note this 
agreement has been welcomed by those who are interested in seeking to re-establish a sugar 
industry here.   

22/10/2013WRX02250Agriculture Schemes Payments

22/10/2013WRX02300464. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged areas payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44681/13]



Questions - Written Answers

302

22/10/2013WRX02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the 2013 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area Schemes.  EU 
Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and comprehensive 
administrative checks, including in some cases, land eligibility inspections, be completed be-
fore any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing inspection.  This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised.  As soon as the inspec-
tion and related processes are completed, the application concerned will be progressed.  In the 
event that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person 
named.

22/10/2013WRX02450Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRX02500465. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide the full year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as 
set out in the expenditure report 2014, as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  
[44739/13]

22/10/2013WRX02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Exche-
quer contribution to the Vote for the Department will amount to some €1,203 million in 2014,   
which is comprised of some €1,019.2 million in current expenditure and €183.7 million capital 
expenditure.  

Details of adjustments to the Department’s current budget (excluding central pay policy 
developments) to comply with the 2014 expenditure ceiling are as follows: 

Current budget 2014 € m.
Current Budget 2013 1,048.7
- Savings from scheme closures (REPs, Early retirement, Suckler Cow)  37.6
- Reduction in animal health and market support areas 12.4
- Additional pay savings to be achieved over and above pay savings 
achieved through the Haddington Road Agreement

2.9 

Subtotal 52.9
Increased funding for new measures (23.4)
Total saving  29.5
Current budget 2014 1,019.2

Capital Budget 2014 € m.
Capital budget as set out in the 2013 Expen-
diture Report

168

Adjustments: forestry and Haulbowline 
remediation

15.7

Capital budget 2014 183.7

22/10/2013WRX02625Fishing Industry Development

22/10/2013WRX02700466. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide details of the administrators of the fishery local action groups in County Kerry; 
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the amount spent in County Kerry to date; what has been achieved from this spending; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44766/13]

22/10/2013WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Fisheries 
Local Area Development Scheme is a community led local development initiative administered 
by Bord Iascaigh Mhara as part of the Seafood Development Programme 2007-2013.  The 
Scheme aims to support the diversification of the economies of traditional fishing communities 
to help maintain people and jobs in these areas.  The Scheme is co-funded by the Exchequer 
and the European Fisheries Fund.  

Six Fisheries Local Action Groups covering the entirety of the Irish coastline have been 
established as part of the Scheme.  The South-West FLAG covers the coastal zone of counties 
Cork and Kerry, extending from Youghal to the coastal border of Kerry and Limerick, just west 
of Foynes and extending 10 km inland from the coastline. 

The South-West FLAG was established on 14 March 2013.  It is governed by a board com-
prised of seafood industry, community and relevant state actors.  Its Local Development Strat-
egy was adopted on 31 July 2013 and a first call for projects published on 9 September 2013.  
Applications were assessed by the board, which made grant offers of approximately €17,500 
to three projects, two of which are being implemented in County Kerry.  These two projects 
supported capital investment by a seaweed processing company and a tourism related rowing 
venture. 

Total Expenditure to date for the South-West FLAG is approximately €40,000 which in-
cluded one-off establishment costs such as the Local Development Strategy.  

22/10/2013WRX02850Youth Cafés Provision

22/10/2013WRX02900467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will ap-
prove an application for funding under the capital programme made in respect of the Mullingar 
youth cafe. [44096/13]

22/10/2013WRX03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding in the 
region of €1 million is available in 2013 from my Department for fit-out, refurbishment works 
or building enhancement projects for the startup of new Youth Cafés.  One of the core func-
tions of a youth café is that it offers support to young people, ranging from practical support 
to advice through their participation in activities that are of interest to them and that are varied 
and on offer at times that suit their normal activities.  The criteria for the Youth Café scheme 
places a clear focus on both long term sustainability and service planning.  Pobal is assisting my 
Department in managing the Youth Café Programme 2013.  In all, 95 applications have been 
received for the scheme.  The initial evaluation has been completed and the appraisal process 
is underway in my Department and nearing completion.  It is expected that applicants will be 
notified of the outcome in the coming weeks.

22/10/2013WRX03050Child Protection Services

22/10/2013WRX03100468. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will review the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [44268/13]

22/10/2013WRX03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE has 
advised me that this case is not closed and they are actively engaging with the family in ques-
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tion.  The HSE is providing family providing supports via their Liberty Street Service in Cork. 

22/10/2013WRX03250Adoption Records Provision

22/10/2013WRX03300469. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the measures she is taking and will take to address the current barriers which prevent adoptees 
trace their birth parents; if she will meet with advocacy and campaign groups Adoption Rights 
Alliance and Adoption Rights Now; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44460/13]

22/10/2013WRX03400470. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures she is taking and will take to address the current barriers that prevent adoptees tracing 
their birth parents; the steps now open to a person (details supplied) to meet their birth mother; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44478/13]

22/10/2013WRX03500473. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the adoption and tracing legislation will be published; the extent to which the legislation will 
ensure access to birth certificates for those adopted; if the rights granted to adopted persons 
will be aligned with those rights afforded to those in Northern Ireland, North Wales, Scotland, 
England and various countries, within this legislation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44704/13]

22/10/2013WRX03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 469, 470 and 473 together.

Work is continuing  in relation to the preparation of the Heads of Bill of the Adoption (In-
formation and Tracing) Bill.  My view is that persons affected by adoption should be provided 
with a statutory right to as much information as possible within permissible Constitutional 
boundaries.  I am anxious to bring the Heads of bill before Government at the earliest possible 
date.  The constitutional and legal context within which the development of these legislative 
proposals must be undertaken is complex. 

It is intended that the Bill will provide for the Adoption Authority to be responsible for 
providing access to adoption records, in accordance with the provisions of the Bill.  The Bill 
will provide for the Adoption Authority to establish and maintain a National Index of Adop-
tion Records, the purpose of which is to help an applicant for adoption information identify the 
location of his or her adoption records.  The intention is that the Bill is to provide that either 
the Adoption Authority, the HSE or an accredited body may hold adoption records, with the 
Authority having overall charge of those records. 

It is also intended that the Bill will provide for placing the National Contact Preference 
Register on a statutory basis.  The purpose of the Register is to allow a person affected by adop-
tion to enter his or her name on the Register with a view to receiving information about another 
person from whom he or she has been separated as a result of adoption and also to indicate a 
preference as to whether or not contact is being sought with that person.  

A National Tracing Service will be established under the provisions of the Bill, the opera-
tion of which will be subject to guidelines to be set out in regulations.  It is intended that the 
Tracing Service is to be made available to an adopted person, a birth parent and a relative of 
either an adopted person or a birth parent, and that the Adoption Authority is to have overall 
responsibility for providing the tracing service.

However I wish to advise that complex legal and constitutional issues have arisen during the 
course of  preparation of the Heads of Bill  and that detailed on-going consideration of these is-



22 October 2013

305

sues is under way in my Department and in the Office of the Attorney General.  At this stage is it 
not certain that the problems that have arisen can be overcome by the introduction of legislation 
and further legal advice has been sought in an effort to see if  legislation that meets my policy 
objectives can be drafted within constitutional parameters.

With regard to individual cases, information and tracing inquiries are normally dealt with 
by the organisation that arranged the original adoption placement.  If the adoption agency has 
closed, the Health Service Executive Adoption Information and Tracing Service, or the agency 
that now holds the placement records, will deal with the inquiry.  Queries in relation to the han-
dling of a request for information and tracing should be addressed to the agency dealing with 
the request or the Adoption Authority as the body with responsibility for regulating accredited 
bodies who provide adoption services. 

A representative of the Adoption Rights Alliance attended a recent meeting which I held 
with an individual in relation to adoption information and tracing.  At this meeting I agreed to 
meet representatives of the Adoption Rights Alliance specifically to discuss the Adoption (In-
formation and Tracing) Bill and I invited them to make a submission in this regard in advance 
of the meeting. 

22/10/2013WRY00125Youth Cafes Expenditure

22/10/2013WRY00200471. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding an application for funding to her Department in respect of an organisation 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44566/13]

22/10/2013WRY00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding in the 
region of €1 million is available in 2013 from my Department for fit-out, refurbishment works 
or building enhancement projects for the startup of new Youth Cafés.  One of the core functions 
of a youth café is that it offers support to young people, ranging from practical support to advice 
through their participation in activities that are of interest to them and that are varied and on 
offer at times that suit their normal activities.  The criteria for the Youth Café scheme places a 
clear focus on both long term sustainability and service planning.  Pobal is assisting my Depart-
ment in managing the Youth Café Programme 2013.

In all, 95 applications have been received for the scheme.  The initial evaluation has been 
completed and the appraisal process is underway in my Department and nearing completion. It 
is expected that applicants will be notified of the outcome in the coming weeks.

22/10/2013WRY00350Preschool Services

22/10/2013WRY00400472. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of additional preschool inspectors that will be employed State wide and in each county up 
to December 2014 as a result of the €4.5 million budget increase; and the proportion of that 
investment that will be spent on preschool mentoring and support staff training in that period.  
[44607/13]

22/10/2013WRY00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On foot of last 
week’s budget, I will be allocating €4.5m in Exchequer funding to support the implementation 
of the Pre-School Quality Agenda which will seek to support and assure higher standards in 
pre-school services.
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Of this funding, €2.5m is being provided for the introduction of a new mentoring service for 
pre-school services and €1.5m is provided to support staff training to meet the new qualification 
requirements recently announced by my Department.

€0.5m of the funding will be allocated towards the cost of taking on additional pre-school 
inspectors.  Additional funding is expected to be raised from a new model of annual registration 
fees payable by pre-school services, to be introduced as part of statutory registration.

The number of additional inspectors recruited to the Pre-School Inspectorate as a result of 
the funding allocated, and the location of these posts, will be a matter for the Child and Family 
Agency which is due to be formally established in January 2014.

Question No. 473 answered with Question No. 469.

22/10/2013WRY00650Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRY00700474. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide the full year effect of all expenditure reductions for her Department as set out 
in the expenditure report 2014, as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013. [44741/13]

22/10/2013WRY00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Estimate 
provision for my Department in 2014 will amount to €449 million which represents an increase 
of almost €15 million over its 2013 allocation. This level of funding is especially significant 
when account is taken of the €9 million in savings, identified in Section C of the 2014 Expendi-
ture Report, which are built-in as a result of commitments made in the Comprehensive Review 
of Expenditure 2012-2014.  These savings are being achieved, to the greatest extent possible, 
through increased operating efficiencies and value for money to protect front line services.  I 
consider that my Department`s Budget allocation for 2014 will enable the delivery of a signifi-
cant level of public services, as well a number of new policy measures which include:

- Additional funding to support the programme of reform for child welfare and protection 
services that will be implemented by the new Child and Family Agency which is due to be es-
tablished in January 2014;

- Delivery of a Pre-School Quality Agenda which seeks to support high standards through 
supporting the efforts of providers and their staff in delivering improved and more reliable qual-
ity; and to respond to concerns raised by parents;

- Additional investment to address child poverty through the Area Based Childhood (ABC) 
programme - a joint initiative between my Department and Atlantic Philanthropies to improve 
outcomes for children in disadvantaged communities; and

- Additional funding to support youth organisations and services.

22/10/2013WRY00813Children and Family Services

22/10/2013WRY00900475. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
regarding the future use of a premises (details supplied) in County Monaghan. [44887/13]

22/10/2013WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been ad-
vised by the HSE that the premises and resources at Rath na nOg, Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan 
are  being re designated to provide services as a child well-being centre.
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The HSE has also advised that this child well-being centre will provide specialised time 
limited interventions to children within the catchment area in conjunction with social work 
services under the auspices of Children and Family Services.  This community resource will be 
of much benefit to children and families in the local area.

Negotiations are in train with the Department of Education and Science with regard to the 
provision of educational support and interventions as part of the overall package of services. 

22/10/2013WRY01050Tobacco Control Measures

22/10/2013WRY01100476. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will outline Government 
plans for plain packaging of cigarettes; if he will set out an indicative timeframe for the intro-
duction of relevant measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44638/13]

22/10/2013WRY01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Government approval was received last May 
to begin the process of introducing standardised packaging of tobacco products in Ireland.  
Work is progressing on the development of draft heads of a bill to regulate the retail packaging 
of tobacco products.  An interdepartmental  Steering Group on Standardised Packaging has also 
been established to oversee the implementation of a project plan in this regard.

The introduction of standardised packaging of tobacco products in one of a number of mea-
sures which will be implemented in order to reduce smoking in our society.  These measures 
are outlined  in the policy document Tobacco Free Ireland which I launched earlier this month.  
The two key themes underpinning the report are protecting children and the denormalisation of 
smoking.   

The report sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free (i.e. with a prevalence rate of less than 
5%) by 2025.

22/10/2013WRY01250Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

22/10/2013WRY01300477. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarifi-
cation regarding any changes to the fair deal scheme in view of claims from a person (details 
supplied) that participants in the scheme are now being asked to cover a shortfall between 
nursing home costs and the amount covered by the national treatment purchase fund; the way 
supplementary payments from participants will be reconciled with the financial safeguards of 
the fair deal scheme should they come into conflict with those safeguards, for example, if 
supplementary payment leaves the participant with a personal allowance of less than 20% of 
their income; if the Health Service Executive is aware of and approves nursing homes asking 
for supplementary payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44779/13]

22/10/2013WRY01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The legisla-
tion underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) requires each private nursing 
home to negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the 
purposes of the Scheme. This is a necessary feature of the scheme due to the commitment by the 
State to meet the full balance of the cost of care over and above a person’s contribution. 

The NTPF is independent in the performance of this function and, in carrying it out, it must 
ensure value for money for both the individual and the State.  It negotiates with each nursing 
home individually and may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part of the 
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process. This method of negotiation is necessary in order to ensure that the State obtains the 
best value for each individual in a nursing home and to comply with competition law.  

In negotiating with nursing homes, the NTPF has regard to:

- costs reasonably and prudently incurred by the nursing home and evidence of value for 
money,

- price(s) previously charged,

- local market price, and

- Budgetary constraints and the obligation on the State to use available resources in the 
most beneficial, effective and efficient manner to improve, promote and protect the health and 
welfare of the public.

If price negotiations break down, a three stage review process can be invoked. Details of the 
process are set out on the NTPF website.

The services which fall within the scope of long-term residential care services, and which 
are covered by the cost agreed with the NTPF, are:

- nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person,

- basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living,

- bed and board, and

- laundry service. 

In determining the services covered by the NHSS, it was considered very important that 
nursing home residents and taxpayers would be protected and would not end up paying for the 
same services twice. For this reason, goods and services that are already available to individuals 
under an existing scheme are not included in the goods and services covered by the NHSS, as 
this would involve effectively paying twice for the same items or service.

A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the Medical Card Scheme or the Drugs 
Payment Scheme, is unaffected by the NHSS. In other words, a person can continue to receive 
goods and services in accordance with the terms of these other schemes regardless of whether 
they are in a private nursing home or elsewhere. 

It should be noted that certain items of expenditure, termed allowable deductions, can be 
taken into account during the financial assessment of an applicant for the NHSS.  These include 
certain medical expenses. 

There have been no changes to the goods and services covered by the NHSS since it com-
menced. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is currently the subject of a 
review. This review will consider the sustainability of the Scheme as well as looking at com-
munity based services.  It will also include an examination of the overall cost of long-term resi-
dential care in public and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of the current methods 
of negotiating/setting prices. It is envisaged that the review will be completed in early 2014.

Finally, under the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres 
for Older People) Regulations 2009, the registered provider must agree a contract with each 
resident within one month of their admission. This contract must include details of the services 
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to be provided to that resident and the fees to be charged. Residents should not be charged fees 
which are not set out in the contract.

The Health Act 2007 gives statutory responsibility to the Chief Inspector of Social Services, 
part of the Health Information and Quality Authority, for the independent inspection and reg-
istration of public and private nursing homes.  The Chief Inspector has the power to refuse to 
register, attach conditions to a registration or cancel the registration of a designated centre in 
the event of non-compliance with the Regulations or the National Quality Standards for Resi-
dential Care Settings for Older People in Ireland.

22/10/2013WRY01450Registration of Nurses

22/10/2013WRY01500478. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made on 
an application for registration to the nursing board in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44093/13]

22/10/2013WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding Nurse Registra-
tion is a matter for The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (formerly An Bord Altranais).  
I have forwarded your query to the Board for direct response.

22/10/2013WRY01650Medical Card Eligibility

22/10/2013WRY01700479. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider eligi-
bility for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who was 
recently found ineligible but who cannot afford their monthly medication; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44124/13]

22/10/2013WRY01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRY01850Hospital Appointment Status

22/10/2013WRY01900480. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44125/13]

22/10/2013WRY02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
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Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

22/10/2013WRY02050HSE Funding

22/10/2013WRY02100481. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the funding for Cork local drugs task force has been cut by €453,148, 
23%, since 2008, which has seriously impacted the organisation’s capacity to deliver drug and 
alcohol services; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that further reductions will lead to 
many services ceasing to operate; if he will commit to ensuring their funding is maintained at 
current levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44126/13]

22/10/2013WRY02200563. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if funding for the Cork Local 
Drugs Task Force will be reduced in 2014; the amount by which it will be reduced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44603/13]

22/10/2013WRY02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 481 and 563 together.

No decisions have been taken yet in relation to the allocations to Drugs Task Forces for 
2014.  The matter is currently under consideration.  It is anticipated that  Drugs Task Forces will 
be informed of their allocations later in the year.

22/10/2013WRY02350Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WRY02400482. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork may expect to have their hip replacement surgery. [44130/13]

22/10/2013WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

22/10/2013WRY02550Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WRY02600483. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork may expect their knee surgery at Cappagh Orthopaedic Hospital, Dublin. 
[44131/13]

22/10/2013WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

22/10/2013WRY02750Respite Care Grant Applications

22/10/2013WRY02800484. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding respite 
care in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [44135/13]

22/10/2013WRY02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRY02950Pharmacy Services

22/10/2013WRY03000485. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm if the inspec-
tion for the community pharmacy contractor agreement (details supplied) has happened; if not, 
when this is due to occur; the reason for delaying the process; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44141/13]

22/10/2013WRY03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRY03150Accident and Emergency Services Provision

22/10/2013WRY03200486. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if there has been a 
change of function-services provided at the emergency department of Our Lady’s Hospital Na-
van, County Meath; his views on the care of a patient (details supplied) at that hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [44142/13]

22/10/2013WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Smaller Hospitals Framework, which 
ensures the future of our local hospitals, sets out the necessity for moving high volume, lower 
complexity cases to smaller hospitals whilst moving more complex cases to larger hospitals. 
These changes will help to make sure that the services provided in all hospitals are safe, ap-
propriate and sustainable. 

Work continues across smaller hospitals to put in place appropriate service arrangements. In 
line with the Framework, trauma bypass has been in place in Navan Hospital since early 2010, 
with the Emergency Department continuing to accept non-trauma ambulance presentation and 
self-presentations. As part of this process, the building currently housing the ED will be used 
as a Minor Injuries Unit.  However, full implementation of the Framework is dependent on the 
development of ED and bed capacity in the region, to safely manage the ED, intensive care and 
acute medical workload.

With regard to specific complaints about experiences of individuals in our hospitals, there is 
a formal complaints policy entitled “Your Service Your Say”, details of which are on the HSE 
website, at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/yourhealthservice/feedback/complaints/.  In accor-
dance with this procedure, a complaint must be made in the first instance to the hospital in 
which the incident causing the complaint occurred. 
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If an individual is not satisfied with the response from the hospital, a review can be sought 
from the HSE Director of Advocacy and the Ombudsman, whose details are set out below.  

HSE Director of Advocacy

Oak House

Millennium Park

Naas

Co Kildare 

Tel 1890 424 555

Office of the Ombudsman 

18, Lower Leeson Street

Dublin 2

Tel 1890 223 030

Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie  

In relation to the specific clinical issue you have raised, I have asked the HSE to reply to 
you directly.

22/10/2013WRY03350Medicinal Products Prices

22/10/2013WRY03400487. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the huge discrepancy between the cost of asthma inhalers in this jurisdiction compared to 
Northern Ireland; if his attention has been drawn to the hugely detrimental impact this drastic 
price difference is having on the almost half a million asthma sufferers here; if he will detail the 
reasons these vital inhalers are multiple times more expensive here; his views on whether this is 
acceptable; the steps being taken to tackle price differentials in vital drugs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44145/13]

22/10/2013WRY03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The prices of drugs 
vary between countries for a number of reasons, including different prices set by manufactur-
ers, different wholesale and pharmacy mark-ups, different dispensing fees and different rates of 
VAT.  The size of the market can also be a factor in the prices set by manufacturers.

The State has introduced a series of reforms in recent years to reduce pharmaceutical prices 
and expenditure. These have resulted in reductions in the prices of thousands of medicines.  
Price reductions of the order of 30% per item reimbursed have been achieved between 2009 and 
2013; the average cost per items reimbursed is now running at 2001/2002 levels. 

The HSE price for a 200 dose 100mcg/dose Ventolin Evohaler is €3.20. The HSE price of 
a Salbutamol Inhaler is approx. €2.95. The Drug Tariff price under the UK’s National Health 
Service for a 200 dose 100mcg/dose Salbutamol inhaler is £1.50. Ventolin Evohaler itself is not 
listed in the Drug Tariff.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, which came into operation on  
24th June, introduces a system of price setting for items on the reimbursement list. This legisla-
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tion will promote price competition among suppliers and ensure that lower prices are paid for 
these medicines resulting in further savings for both taxpayers and patients. Section 18(4) of the 
Act provides for the review, by the HSE, of all items on the reimbursement list.

22/10/2013WRZ00150Medical Card Data

22/10/2013WRZ00200488. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarification 
on the total number of discretionary medical cards issued to persons in County Tipperary in 
2013; if he will provide information on the way this compares to 2011 and 2012; the total num-
ber of discretionary medical card holders in County Tipperary in 2013; the way this compares 
to 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44146/13]

22/10/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRZ00350Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2013WRZ00400489. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will support the joint pre-
budget submission by organisations (details supplied) that clearly show that cuts are affecting 
persons with an intellectual disability and-or autism in a multitude of ways; if he will ensure 
that all Government Departments start making persons with a disability a priority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44149/13]

22/10/2013WRZ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): It is not pos-
sible to predict the service levels to be provided next year for the disability sector until the 
completion of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014.

The National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan calls to action all individuals, organi-
sations, local and national Government to think positively about disability. It is a collabora-
tive effort and an open invitation to the community and voluntary sectors to work creatively 
together with statutory agencies and government departments to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities over the next three years. It is an opportunity to build on the progress achieved 
by the Strategy to date and ensure going forward that people with disabilities have more choice 
and control in their lives, can reach their full potential and can participate in the every day life 
of the community.

The Department of Justice and Equality is the lead Department in  ensuring  a coordinated, 
whole of government approach in delivering on the commitments set out in the Plan and to 
consistently promote equality for people with disabilities in both mainstream and disability 
specific services.

22/10/2013WRZ00550Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ00600490. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a ser-
vice in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44151/13]

22/10/2013WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ00750Hospital Admissions

22/10/2013WRZ00800491. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the case 
of a person (details supplied) who was admitted to Drogheda Hospital, County Louth; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44153/13]

22/10/2013WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRZ00950Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ01000492. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12.  [44159/13]

22/10/2013WRZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ01150Domestic Violence Refuges

22/10/2013WRZ01200493. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health if there is funding available to as-
sist a domestic violence response unit (details supplied) to ensure it remains operational in the 
immediate future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44172/13]

22/10/2013WRZ01300555. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the position regarding engage-
ment between the Health Service Executive and a charitable organisation (details supplied) in 
County Galway with a view to identifying a resolution in respect of the organisation’s shortfall 
this year.  [44568/13]

22/10/2013WRZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 493 and 555 
together.

In 2010 the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence was pub-
lished.  It aims to provide a framework for sustainable intervention to prevent and effectively 
respond to domestic, sexual and gender-based violence and is lead by COSC which is the Na-
tional Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence.

The HSE subsequently published its own Policy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based 
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Violence.  The principal actions are in line with the National Strategy.  The HSE’s policy states 
that a health-focused analysis of violence is crucial, not only because the consequences of such 
violence require a significant amount of healthcare system resources, but most importantly 
because the health care system is often the first route through which victims seek to access sup-
ports.   

In relation to the specific service issues raised by the Deputy,  the questions asked have been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRZ01450Audiology Services Provision

22/10/2013WRZ01500494. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
providing a hearing aid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44173/13]

22/10/2013WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral. The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

22/10/2013WRZ01650Registration of Radiographers

22/10/2013WRZ01700495. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when an application for 
validation of radiographic qualification will be completed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo considering that the national validation office received the application 
on 27 November 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44200/13]

22/10/2013WRZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): At present there is no system of statutory 
registration for radiographers in Ireland.  However, the Radiographers Registration Board has 
been established and is expected to open its register on 31 October 2013.

In the absence of statutory registration, persons are free to work in the private health sector 
in Ireland without having their qualifications recognised.  However, persons wishing to work in 
the publicly-funded health sector in Ireland who have obtained their qualifications outside the 
State must apply to have their professional qualifications recognised under Directive 2005/36/
EC.  Such qualifications are assessed for their equivalence to the Irish entry-level qualifications 
required to work in the public health sector.   

In the case of the health and social care professions, including radiography, the Directive 
provides for an assessment, on a case-by-case basis, of the formal qualifications and profession-
al experience of an applicant against the qualifications required to practise in the host member 
state, i.e. Ireland, and to offer the applicant a compensation measure should deficits in qualifica-
tions be identified.

Under Statutory Instruments Nos. 139 and 166 of 2008, which transpose the Directive into 
Irish law, the Minister for Health is the Competent Authority for the assessment of radiogra-
phy qualifications and is advised by the Irish Institute of Radiography and Radiation Therapy 
(IIRRT).  The National Validation Office, Health Service Executive, Galway administers the 
process on behalf of my Department.

In the case of the applicant to whom the Deputy refers, the IIRRT carried out an assessment 
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of her qualifications and, based on the information provided, deficits were identified.  She was 
therefore invited to submit further documentation to support her application.  This documenta-
tion is currently being examined by the IIRRT and it is expected that a decision will issue to her 
shortly from my Office.

22/10/2013WRZ01850Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2013WRZ01900496. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide respite care 
for persons with mental disabilities; the actions persons can take if the carer becomes ill or if 
there is a family emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44203/13]

22/10/2013WRZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRZ02050Ambulance Service Provision

22/10/2013WRZ02100497. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to any plans to provide an ambulance base to the town of Buncrana, County Done-
gal. [44204/13]

22/10/2013WRZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRZ02250Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ02300498. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44214/13]

22/10/2013WRZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ02450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2013WRZ02500499. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will review the following 
situation (details supplied) regarding the fair deal scheme.  [44266/13]

22/10/2013WRZ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Private nurs-
ing homes must be registered with the Health Information and Quality Authority and must 
have agreed a price for the purposes of the Scheme with the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) in order to be approved nursing homes for the purposes of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme.
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 The nursing home referred to by the Deputy has been registered with the Health Informa-
tion and Quality Authority since 8th August 2013. In addition, the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund advises that a price for the purposes of the Scheme has been agreed with effect from 1st 
October 2013 (the HSE was notified of this on 11th October).

22/10/2013WRZ02650Medical Card Eligibility

22/10/2013WRZ02700500. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a definition 
of terminal under the medical card assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44273/13]

22/10/2013WRZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by the 
HSE that, for the purpose of the decision making process for an emergency medical card,  in 
these circumstances, a “Terminal Illness” or a person that is “Terminally Ill”, is a person that is 
certified by a doctor or a consultant as “Terminally Ill”. Terminally Ill means that the person is 
suffering from an illness that will end in death where there is no possibility of recovery and the 
person is more likely to die of his/her illness in the next six months than not. 

22/10/2013WRZ02850Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ02900501. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44288/13]

22/10/2013WRZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ03050Sexual Offences

22/10/2013WRZ03100502. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the recent Crime and Abuse Experienced by Sex Workers in Ireland - Victimisation Survey 
carried out by UglyMugs.ie which found that only 5.5% of indoor sex workers who had ex-
perienced crime received any useful help or support from the women’s health project; if he is 
concerned that these findings indicate the project is not meeting its remit to provide aid and 
support to sex workers; the steps he will take to address same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44295/13]

22/10/2013WRZ03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2010 the National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence was published by Cosc.  It aims to provide a framework 
for sustainable intervention to prevent and effectively respond to domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence and is led by Cosc which is the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence which comes under the remit of Department of Justice and 
Equality. 
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The Minister has no direct policy responsibility in this matter.

22/10/2013WRZ03250Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ03300503. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card review. [44321/13]

22/10/2013WRZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ03450Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ03500504. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44322/13]

22/10/2013WRZ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRZ03650Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRZ03700505. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44323/13]

22/10/2013WRZ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA00150Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRAA00200506. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card review. [44324/13]

22/10/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA00350Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA00400507. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44325/13]

22/10/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA00550Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA00600508. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44326/13]

22/10/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA00750Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRAA00800509. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card renewal. [44327/13]

22/10/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA00950Medical Card Reviews
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22/10/2013WRAA01000510. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card renewal. [44328/13]

22/10/2013WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA01150Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRAA01200511. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card review. [44329/13]

22/10/2013WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA01350Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA01400512. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44330/13]

22/10/2013WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA01550Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA01600513. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44331/13]

22/10/2013WRAA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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22/10/2013WRAA01750Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA01800514. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44332/13]

22/10/2013WRAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA01950Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA02000515. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a medical card application. [44333/13]

22/10/2013WRAA02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA02150Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WRAA02200516. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect an appointment at Midlands Regional Hospital, Tullamore, Coun-
ty Offaly. [44334/13]

22/10/2013WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 Improving access to outpatient services is a key priority for the Government.  Collaborat-
ing with individual hospitals, the SDU, together with the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) and the HSE, has developed the outpatient waiting list minimum dataset.  This allows 
data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on a weekly basis and, for the first time, outpa-
tient data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been set of 
12 months for a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE 
service plan.  The SDU and the NTPF will work closely with hospitals towards achievement of 
the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
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Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRAA02350Medical Card Appeals

22/10/2013WRAA02400517. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44336/13]

22/10/2013WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA02550Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRAA02600518. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if, in the context of examination 
of eligibility for medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow, he 
will review the need for a medical card, cognisant of their medical requirements; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44337/13]

22/10/2013WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA02750Respite Care Services

22/10/2013WRAA02800519. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of public respite beds available by county and the location of those beds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44338/13]

22/10/2013WRAA02900521. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there will be a change in the 
number of public respite beds from 2013 to 2014; and if he will detail where by county and type 
of bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44340/13]

22/10/2013WRAA03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 519 and 521 together.

It is not possible to predict the service levels to be provided next year for the disability sec-
tor until the completion of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014.  With regards to the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy, it  is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked 
the HSE to provide the information it has available directly to you in relation to these matters.
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22/10/2013WRAA03050Respite Care Services

22/10/2013WRAA03100520. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of public respite beds available for dementia patients by county; the location of 
those beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44339/13]

22/10/2013WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 521 answered with Question No. 519.

22/10/2013WRAA03350Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRAA03400522. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue 
on a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cavan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44343/13]

22/10/2013WRAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRAA03550Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WRAA03600523. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure a person (details 
supplied) in County Longford receives an appointment as a matter of urgency.  [44345/13]

22/10/2013WRAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to investigate 
the matter and respond directly to the Deputy. 

22/10/2013WRBB00150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

22/10/2013WRBB00200524. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Execu-
tive’s position on the provision of community funding for sequential compression biomechani-
cal devices, or art assist devices, to suitable patients; if he will acknowledge the cost-effective-
ness of providing the devices for home use and avoiding costly hospital stays; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44352/13]

22/10/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Infor-
mation and Quality Authority (HIQA) conducted a Health Technology Assessment (HTA) of 
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intermittent pneumatic compression for severe peripheral arterial disease at the request of the 
Health Service Executive.  This HTA was published on 26th June 2013.

HIQA’s advice to the HSE was that, despite some promising results on the effect of inter-
mittent pneumatic compression in people with severe peripheral vascular disease (who are not 
suitable for revascularisation), further high quality studies are required to reliably demonstrate 
its effectiveness.  They also advised that until such evidence is generated in the context of well 
designed research studies, this treatment remains unproven.

Within the Irish healthcare system there has been limited use of intermittent pneumatic 
compression to treat patients with critical limb ischaemia. Following the publication of this 
Health Technology Assessment report there will be engagement and discussion with prescrib-
ing clinicians regarding the findings of this important report.  In the meantime, the HSE will not 
be reimbursing for the use of this product.  The HSE is happy to review its position on comple-
tion of any clinical trials prompted by the relevant clinicians.

22/10/2013WRBB00350Hospital Services

22/10/2013WRBB00400525. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the services provided 
at the paediatric rheumatology department at Crumlin children’s hospital; the number of clinics 
per week and the number of appointments scheduled; the average waiting time for an outpatient 
appointment; if he will provide in tabular form the medical staffing levels for the unit and the 
full-time versus part-time nature of same; if he is satisfied that there is sufficient cover to ensure 
all patients are seen in a prompt manner; his plans to increase staffing levels there; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44357/13]

22/10/2013WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the queries raised by the Deputy are ser-
vice matters, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy. 

22/10/2013WRBB00550Compensation Awards

22/10/2013WRBB00600526. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there is an obligation on the 
part of the State to represent and seek compensation on behalf of the patients who had to have 
their hips replaced as a result of the faulty DuPuy product; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44370/13]

22/10/2013WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRBB00750Newborn Screening Issues

22/10/2013WRBB00800527. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the National European Rare Disease Plan; if glutaric aciduria type 1 will be placed on the list 
for newborn screening; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44386/13]

22/10/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ireland has been supportive of the EU pro-
posals on rare disease which concluded with a Council Recommendation in June 2009.  The end 
point is that countries are recommended to develop plans or strategies preferably by the end of 
2013.  Ireland is now well advanced in this work. 
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In January 2011, EUROPLAN, the European Project for Rare Disease National Plan’s De-
velopment, organised a national conference bringing together patients, patient organisations 
and healthcare professionals to discuss what might feed into the development of a national 
strategy for rare diseases. 

A National Consultation Day for stakeholders was held in Farmleigh in June 2012.  This 
was followed by an on-line consultation which elicited just under 500 valid responses.  A report 
on both aspects of the consultation is currently being finalised by the Institute of Public Health.  
The Institute is playing an important support role in the development of the National Plan.

It is expected that the Steering Group will submit a plan to the Minister before the end of 
the year.  It is intended to publish the Report on the Consultation alongside the publication of 
the Plan.

A proposal to include Glutaric Aciduria Type l in the National Newborn Bloodspot Screen-
ing Programme was presented to the Programme’s Governance Group by Prof. Philip Mayne, 
Director of the National Newborn Screening Laboratory, Temple Street Hospital.  This proposal 
is under consideration.

22/10/2013WRBB00950Prescriptions Data

22/10/2013WRBB01000528. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding prescrip-
tions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44406/13]

22/10/2013WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Medical Coun-
cil’s Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics states that “it is in the best interests of the patient 
that a general practitioner supervises and guides the overall management of their health”.

Medical card holders who are given a prescription by a hospital or clinic must request their 
GP to transcribe the details onto a GMS prescription form in order for them to receive their 
medication free of charge, subject to any applicable prescription charges.

There is an arrangement under the GMS Scheme for the emergency supply of medicines 
for medical card holders on discharge from hospital. Community pharmacists are authorised to 
dispense a maximum of seven days supply of medicines prescribed for persons who have been 
in-patients in a hospital or who have attended an Emergency Department and because of the 
circumstances of their discharge and/or the urgency of the prescribed medication it would not 
be possible to attend their GP to have the hospital prescription transcribed to a GMS prescrip-
tion form.  This arrangement relieves any difficulties that patients might encounter due to being 
discharged from hospital late in the evening or at weekends.

I wish to assure the Deputy that it is best clinical practice that a person in need of treatment 
should regularly attend their GP and that the GP is fully aware of the medications that any pa-
tient may be being prescribed.  This is entirely consistent with the gatekeeper role played by the 
GP in the delivery of primary care.  As GPs receive an annual capitation fee per GMS patient 
there are no extra costs incurred by such patients.

22/10/2013WRBB01150Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRBB01200529. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44414/13]
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22/10/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRBB01350Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRBB01400530. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the renewal of a full medical 
card will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason for the 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44418/13]

22/10/2013WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRBB01575Health Services Staff Recruitment

22/10/2013WRBB01600531. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if a community ophthalmolo-
gist position will be filled to cover maternity leave (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44421/13]

22/10/2013WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Community Opto-
metric Services are provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The HSE has therefore 
been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRBB01750Hospital Appointment Status

22/10/2013WRBB01800532. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive an appointment with an ophthalmologist; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44425/13]

22/10/2013WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the HSE is 
responsible for providing optical screening services for school age children, the HSE has been 
asked to examine this matter and respond directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRBB01950National Children’s Hospital Status

22/10/2013WRBB02000533. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the plan 
to construct a national children’s hospital and the necessary steps which must be completed 
before construction commences; the reason for the delays that have occurred to date; when con-
struction will commence; the timeframe for the entire project; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter.  [44428/13]

22/10/2013WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is the body with statutory responsibility for building the new children’s hospital.  
In August I announced appointments to this Board to replace the transitional Board which had 
been in place since January 2013.  These appointments bring architectural, planning, procure-
ment, engineering and construction expertise and experience to the project.  Also in August, I 
announced the appointment of members to the Children’s Hospital Group Board.  This Board 
will oversee the operational integration of the three existing paediatric hospitals in advance of 
the move to the new hospital and is also the client for the new hospital, and hence is critically 
important for the project as a whole.  Ms Eilísh Hardiman was selected as CEO of the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Group in September following an open recruitment process through the Public 
Appointments Service and is expected to take up post in November. 

Prior to the commencement of construction, key elements of the project include design 
development, decant works for the site and planning permission.  The procurement process for 
the new design team was initiated in July.  Following its appointment, the new Board reviewed 
that procurement process and have decided on a change of approach based on its collective ex-
pertise and experience and taking into account changing market conditions.  While this change 
means that the design team will be selected in Spring 2014, rather than by the end of this year as 
originally planned, the new Board is confident that there will be no delay to the project overall, 
as time can now be recovered at contractor tender stage.  In tandem, a review of urgent care 
centre(s) configuration is almost complete; the number and location of these satellite centres 
in the Dublin area is a key decision, as the size, activity and infrastructure of these satellite 
centre(s) has implications for the main hospital brief. Pre-application planning discussions have 
commenced while St. James’s Hospital is working closely with HSE Estates and the National 
Paediatric Development Board in regard to the decant phase of the project. 

Work by the new Board on developing a detailed project timeline is continuing, which will 
reflect the urgency and priority of the project and also its scale and complexity.  However, at this 
stage, the Board is confident that construction can begin in Spring 2015.

22/10/2013WRBB02150Hospital Appointment Status

22/10/2013WRBB02200534. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in County Mayo will receive an appointment with an ophthalmologist; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44431/13]

22/10/2013WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRBB02350Home Help Service Provision

22/10/2013WRBB02400535. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there are no 
further cuts to home help hours, if he will further ensure that home helps who are looking after 
a number of clients are protected and are not penalised by reducing their hours; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44436/13]

22/10/2013WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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22/10/2013WRBB02550Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2013WRBB02600536. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 6 is entitled to funding from the Health Service Executive.  [44438/13]

22/10/2013WRBB02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The general 
position regarding funding is set out in the Value for Money (VFM) and Policy Review of Dis-
ability Services which I published last year.  The VFM Review found that HSE funding is based 
on an incremental determination process with relevant adjustments made to the previous year’s 
baseline allocation.  In recent years, the funding of new places has been made at local level on 
the basis of providing services to named individuals, but, once allocated, the funding does not 
remain associated with or follow that individual but is absorbed into the agency’s base.  

The move towards a model of funding which is linked to individual need, and which by defi-
nition will follow that individual, is encompassed by the recommendations in the VFM Review.  
It is intended that the actions recommended in the VFM Review will lay the groundwork for 
individualised budgeting once sufficient analysis of the benefits is carried out in the Irish con-
text and adequate financial management, resource allocation and governance structures are in 
place to ensure its long-term viability.  The priority is to further improve current services, while 
expediting the analysis of the benefits to be gained from a person-centred supports model and 
developing the administrative and governance infrastructure necessary for a more accountable 
and individualised service. 

With regard to the individual query raised by the Deputy, as it relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRBB02750Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2013WRBB02800537. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason community-
based supports for persons with a disability continue to be cut, including personal and home 
help assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44445/13]

22/10/2013WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Govern-
ment currently provides funding of over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme, 
through the Health Service Executive’s (HSE) National Service Plan for 2013 and is committed 
to protecting frontline services for people with disabilities to the greatest possible extent.  In 
relation to Home Support Services for older people, I would like to reassure the Deputy that the 
HSE committed in its National Service Plan for 2013 to maintaining the home help and home 
care package services at levels planned for 2012.  

The HSE as a whole has to operate within the parameters of funding available to it and given 
the current economic environment, this has become a major challenge for all stakeholders, 
including the HSE, voluntary service providers, service users and their families.  I can assure 
the Deputy that the HSE will continue to ensure that all of the resources available for specialist 
disability services are used in the most efficient and effective manner possible.

However, pending the completion of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2014, it is not pos-
sible to predict the service levels to be provided next year for the disability sector.

22/10/2013WRBB02950Services for People with Disabilities
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22/10/2013WRBB03000538. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason there are 763 
children who still have not received their needs assessment despite waiting six months or more 
and 65% of them nine months or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44446/13]

22/10/2013WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 was com-
menced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children aged under 5. In 2008, the then Government de-
cided, in the light of financial circumstances, to defer further implementation of the Disability 
Act 2005 and the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004. 

Part 2 of the Disability Act, inter alia, provides for an assessment of the needs of eligible 
applicants occasioned by their disability to be commenced within three months of receipt of an 
application and completed within a further three months.  

There has been a very significant rise in overall activity around the assessment process in 
recent years in respect of the children now encompassed by the process.  The number of assess-
ment reports received in 2012 was 3,505 which is over 400 applications more than in 2010.  It is 
worth noting that in the period 2010-2012 over 8,200 reports were completed.  While the HSE 
recognises that it faces significant challenges in respect of meeting the statutory time-frames 
which apply to the assessment of need process given the number and complexity of cases, it is 
endeavouring to address the issue from available resources. 

While any delay in assessment or intervention for any child is not desirable, the assessment 
process under the Disability Act can take place in parallel with any intervention which is identi-
fied as necessary.  The HSE has issued guidance to its staff that where there is a delay in the as-
sessment process, this should not affect the delivery of necessary and appropriate interventions 
identified for a particular child.  

In addition, targeted action plans have been put in place since early 2011.  Measures have 
included: prioritising assessments, holding additional clinics, contracting the private sector to 
conduct assessments and reconfiguring resources to target areas of greatest need.  These plans 
are monitored on a monthly basis by the HSE centrally. 

Following the publication of a report commissioned from the National Disability Author-
ity by the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive, a major emphasis is being 
placed on reconfiguring disability services for children into geographically-based early-inter-
vention and school-aged teams as part of the Progressing Disability Services for Children and 
Young People Programme which is underway.  The NDA report indicated that where integrated 
teams were operating, the assessment of need process ran more smoothly.  It found that there 
was no one single solution to remove all of the challenges to operating a statutory assessment 
of need.  Officials from my Department are currently engaging with the HSE and the NDA to 
further consider the findings contained in this Report.  

22/10/2013WRBB03150Health Services Issues

22/10/2013WRBB03200539. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason front-line staff 
are not being replaced while waiting lists for services are growing, with 34,617 persons, mostly 
young children, waiting for speech and language therapy, of whom 6,500 are waiting longer 
than a year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44447/13]

22/10/2013WRBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health Ser-
vice Executive has operational responsibility for the delivery of health and personal social ser-
vices within the ambit of its Vote (Vote 39).  The level of health services to be delivered within 
the available funding has been set out in the HSE National Service Plan, which I approved in 
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January.  

The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must 
be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets.  The health sector must make its 
contribution to that reduction.  This policy requires the health service to reduce its workforce 
to 98,938 wholetime equivalent employees by the end of 2013.  However, the HSE can make 
staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the financial 
resources to do so.

With regard to the HSE’s Speech and Language Therapy Service, I understand that each in-
dividual that presents to the Service has an initial assessment to determine their individual need 
for therapy.  The therapist, in conjunction with the parent(s) or carer, will determine the severity 
of the individual’s difficulties and prioritise for therapy accordingly.  The level of intervention is 
in line with clinic policy, age and severity of the diagnosis.  The waiting period for intervention 
is dependent on the nature and severity of the disorder following assessment. 

The HSE aims to ensure that the resources available are used to best effect, in order to pro-
vide assessment and ongoing therapy to children and adults in line with their prioritised needs.  
Along with the significant investment in area of speech and language therapists employed in 
recent years, a range of new approaches have been developed and used in many Speech and 
Language Therapy services across the country.  These include providing structures, training 
and support to parents/carers so that they can work to help improve the individual’s speech and 
language.  In addition, therapy is delivered in group settings where appropriate.  The HSE has 
stated that it is committed to working in partnership with other service providers to achieve 
maximum benefits for children and adults with speech and language therapy requirements, and 
aims to ensure that, the speech and language therapy resources available are used in the most 
effective manner possible. 

22/10/2013WRBB03350Alcohol Pricing

22/10/2013WRBB03400540. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to intro-
duce minimum pricing legislation for alcohol products; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44451/13]

22/10/2013WRBB03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Proposals are currently being finalised on 
foot of the recommendations in the Steering Group Report on a National Substance Misuse 
Strategy 2012.  These proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in the report, including  mea-
sures on access and availability of alcohol; controls on alcohol advertising and sponsorship; 
labelling of alcohol products, and legislation on minimum unit pricing.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these proposals and it is intended 
to bring forward a finalised package of proposals for consideration by Government shortly.

In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation is continuing.  A health impact assessment has been commissioned in conjunction 
with Northern Ireland as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit 
pricing.  The health impact assessment will study the impact of different minimum prices on a 
range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

22/10/2013WRBB03550Data Protection
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22/10/2013WRBB03600541. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied, with 
respect to cancer patients at the Mid-Western Regional Hospital in Limerick, that all data pro-
tection legislation is being complied with, both for public and private patients; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44458/13]

22/10/2013WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy’s question relates to service de-
livery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

22/10/2013WRCC00150Medical Card Reviews

22/10/2013WRCC00200542. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medi-
cal card review will be approved immediately in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny; and if the card number will be kept in service while they await approval  [44463/13]

22/10/2013WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRCC00350Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRCC00400543. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be ap-
proved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [44464/13]

22/10/2013WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRCC00550Home Help Service Provision

22/10/2013WRCC00600544. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if 22 hours of home sup-
port will be approved urgently in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  
[44466/13]

22/10/2013WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRCC00750Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRCC00800545. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
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approving a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if a 
full medical card will be approved for them and their spouse.  [44467/13]

22/10/2013WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRCC00950Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRCC01000546. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be ap-
proved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and the reason for the delay 
with this appeal.  [44468/13]

22/10/2013WRCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRCC01150Medical Card Appeals

22/10/2013WRCC01200547. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a primary medical 
certificate was refused in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if their 
appeal will be re-considered based on the medical evidence supporting their application from 
both the Health Service Executive hospital and consultants.  [44477/13]

22/10/2013WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRCC01350Vaccination Programme

22/10/2013WRCC01400548. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the national immunisation ad-
visory committee will be making a decision during its November meeting regarding immunisa-
tion against meningitis B; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44519/13]

22/10/2013WRCC01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The inclusion of items on meeting agendas 
is a matter for the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) itself.  The Department 
will, however be informed of any recommendations arising from those meetings.

Should the NIAC advice recommend the inclusion of Meningococcal group B (Meningitis 
B) vaccine into the primary childhood immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in 
association with the Health Service Executive National Immunisation Office will examine the 
issue.
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22/10/2013WRCC01550Hospital Appointment Status

22/10/2013WRCC01600549. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44521/13]

22/10/2013WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

22/10/2013WRCC01750Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRCC01800550. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will reinvestigate a medical 
card application in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44522/13]

22/10/2013WRCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WRCC01950Hospital Closures

22/10/2013WRCC02000551. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider the pro-
posal to close the 22 acute bed inpatient unit at St. Brigid’s Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Gal-
way.  [44525/13]

22/10/2013WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRCC02150Health Services Provision

22/10/2013WRCC02200552. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the support and assistance 
available in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [44526/13]

22/10/2013WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRCC02350General Practitioner Services
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22/10/2013WRCC02400553. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the details of any service level 
agreement or other such arrangement between SouthDoc and the Health Service Executive; 
the policy position of his Department in relation to any such arrangement; the amount paid to 
SouthDoc in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 under such arrangement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [44548/13]

22/10/2013WRCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2013WRCC02550Medical Card Applications

22/10/2013WRCC02600554. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.  [44567/13]

22/10/2013WRCC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 493.

22/10/2013WRCC02950Mental Health Services Provision

22/10/2013WRCC03000556. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in view of the statement by the 
national clinical programme director of the Health Service Executive, if the next round of clini-
cal programmes will include evidence-based approaches such as dialectical behaviour therapy 
for patients with borderline personality disorder, if this will be implemented and all the neces-
sary disciplines will be in place in local communities to provide this therapy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44569/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRCC03150Hospital Services

22/10/2013WRCC03200557. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork may expect to be treated at South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44577/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.
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In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WRCC03350Cochlear Implants

22/10/2013WRCC03400558. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocat-
ed this year for bilateral cochlear implants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44583/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03500565. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the allocation of funding for 2014 
for bilateral cochlear implants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44609/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03600570. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding for 
bilateral cochlear implants (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44637/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03700578. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the policy of his Depart-
ment on the potential benefits and value of a policy to support the fitting of bilateral both-ear 
implants for babies who have been discovered to be deaf; if he recognises that the bilateral both-
ear implants could have a positive impact on speech perception, integration into mainstream 
education and general quality of life; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44702/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03800585. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if cochlear implants will be 
funded in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44730/13]

22/10/2013WRCC03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 558, 565, 
570, 578 and 585 together.

Beaumont Hospital is the centre for delivering Ireland’s national cochlear implant pro-
gramme, with surgical provision for patients under six years being carried out in the Children’s 
University Hospital Temple Street. Since the programme commenced in 1995, over 700 pa-
tients have received cochlear implants. Beaumont Hospital carried out ninety cochlear implants 
in 2012 (42 children and 48 adults). The routine practice in Ireland, so far, has been to implant 
one side only. 

It is now considered best practice worldwide that children should have the option of bilat-
eral implants, and this is reflected in the recommendation of the report of the National Review 
of Audiology Services which was carried out by the HSE in 2009. The aim of that Review was 
to examine the services provided to children and adults nationwide, and to formulate a national 
plan for the services. Its report was published by the HSE in 2011 and provides the blueprint for 
the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology services. The Report recommended 
continued ring-fenced support for the cochlear implant programme but at levels which allow for 
simultaneous bilateral implantation for children. 

The HSE has developed a proposal, in liaison with Beaumont Hospital, to introduce a bi-
lateral cochlear implant programme in Ireland. In doing so, the HSE has engaged with many 
stakeholders. Introduction of bilateral cochlear implantation is expected to involve additional 
staff, equipment and capital works. The resources required will be considered in the context of 
the Health Estimate for 2014, announced on 15 October last, and the development of the HSE’s 
National Service Plan 2014. 

22/10/2013WRCC03950Medical Card Data
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22/10/2013WRCC04000559. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the number, according to the 
latest data available to him, of children aged five or under who are currently holders of a medi-
cal card or of a general practitioner-only medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44586/13]

22/10/2013WRCC04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRDD00200Disease Management

22/10/2013WRDD00300560. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he is confident in the testing 
procedures for Lyme disease here in view of the fact that many of the cases that tested negative 
here tested positive when carried out in Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[44587/13]

22/10/2013WRDD00400561. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the treatments and assistance 
available to Lyme disease patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44588/13]

22/10/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 560 and 561 
together.

Since September 2011, Lyme Disease has been a notifiable disease under the Infectious 
Diseases Regulations.  The standard approach to the treatment of Lyme Disease is to follow the 
guidance laid out in the Infectious Diseases Society of America guidelines on the clinical assess-
ment, treatment and prevention of Lyme Disease.  This is accepted as being the most up to date 
synthesis of best available evidence on the clinical management of Lyme Disease and treatment 
of Lyme Disease is based upon this guidance.

The acute tertiary hospitals in Ireland have the diagnostic and treatment facilities and per-
sonnel for the management of Lyme Disease.  In addition, a network of infectious disease spe-
cialists is available in all the major centres to provide consultative, expert advice in the manage-
ment of Lyme borreliosis.  I have been advised by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
that there were eight cases of Lyme Neuroborreliosis notified in 2012.  Lyme Neuroborreliosis 
is at the more severe end of the spectrum of Lyme borreliosis and as such it is possible that there 
may be more people with the milder form of the disease.  Given the numbers of cases of Lyme 
borreliosis in Ireland, I am confident that the facilities available for the diagnosis and treatment 
of the condition are commensurate with the burden which the disease imposes.

The diagnosis of a case of Lyme Disease can be difficult.  The standard approach to Lyme 
diagnostics is a two-stage approach and involves using a sensitive enzyme immunoassay (EIA) 
as an initial screening step.  However, screening EIA’s can be insufficiently specific and can 
give other false-positive reactions in the presence of various other infections from syphilis to 
glandular fever.  In addition, sera from patients with autoimmune disorders and other inflam-
matory conditions can also lead to false-positive results.  Samples giving reactive or equivocal 
results in screening tests are further investigated in a second stage immunoblot test.  The use of 
immunoblot testing greatly increases specificity.  Using this two stage approach gives a greater 
degree of certainty around the diagnosis of Lyme Disease.

22/10/2013WRDD00600Health Services Expenditure
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22/10/2013WRDD00700562. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the funding for the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund and the special delivery unit is being cut by 64% in 2014; 
the expected impact of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44598/13]

22/10/2013WRDD00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In July 2011 I announced changes to the 
remit of the NTPF, namely its role would be changed to support the mission of the Special De-
livery Unit (SDU) within the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The NTPF is now fully aligned 
with the SDU and is targeting waiting lists strategically and assisting in the performance man-
agement of hospitals to reduce waiting times. The NTPF capability is a core part of the SDU’s 
performance improvement role in holding public hospitals to account. Any funding to support 
the SDU performance improvement programmes is now part of the HSE Vote, and this is re-
flected in the level of NTPF funding.

The NTPF allocation for 2013 was €13.987 million, of which just under €10million was al-
located to meet liabilities arising from treatments carried out during 2012. The provision in the 
Estimates for Public Services 2014 reflects the fact that it is not envisaged that there will be any 
significant level of such liabilities in 2014.

Question No. 563 answered with Question No. 481.

22/10/2013WRDD01000Psychological Assessments

22/10/2013WRDD01100564. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for psy-
chological assessment will be brought forward in respect of a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44604/13]

22/10/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 558.

22/10/2013WRDD01400Mental Health Services Funding

22/10/2013WRDD01500566. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health regarding the €35 million 
ring-fenced for mental health in budget 2012 and budget 2013; the amount of the €35 million 
ring-fenced for 2012 which was spent in that year; the amount carried forward; of the portion 
carried forward from 2012 into 2013, the amount that remains unspent; the amount of the €35 
million ring-fenced for 2013 that has been spent to date; the way the moneys were spent in all 
cases; if the programme for Government committed the Government to ring-fence €35 million 
in each and every budget of its term; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44619/13]

22/10/2013WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2012, a spe-
cial allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily to further strength-
en Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, to 
advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological 
and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental health problems 
and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institutional care to more 
independent living arrangements in their communities, in line with A Vision for Change.  414 
posts were approved to implement the €35m package of special measures.

Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of the €35 million allocated 
in Budget 2012 for the development of community mental health services, but this sum is avail-
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able again this year together with a further additional €35 million which was provided in Bud-
get 2013 for the continued development of mental health services across a range of headings, 
including the further development of forensic services and community mental health teams for 
adults, children, older persons and mental health intellectual disability, and to the recruitment 
of 477 additional staff to implement these measures.

Recruitment of the posts approved for both 2012 and 2013 is continuing. As of end Septem-
ber, the recruitment process is complete for 378 or 91% of the 414 posts approved in 2012 and 
255 or 54% of the posts approved in 2013 were in the final stages of the recruitment process 
and a further 149 were at earlier stages, indicating that 85% of posts are in the recruitment pro-
cess.  The HSE’s National Recruitment Service is currently working to ensure that the remain-
ing posts will be filled as soon as possible, from existing panels or through competition in the 
absence of panels, at the earliest opportunity. Options to enable more local recruitment are also 
being considered where this will assist in filling specific posts.  I have received assurances from 
the HSE that the recruitment process for these new posts is being given priority within the HSE.

In Budget 2014, the Government has again re-committed to the continuation of the devel-
opment of this critical service in these extremely challenging times, where the options for ad-
ditional expenditure generally are very constrained.  €20 million is being ringfenced for the fur-
ther development of our mental health services in 2014 which will enable the HSE to continue 
to develop and modernise our mental health services in line with the recommendations of A 
Vision for Change and will allow for the recruitment of additional staff to further enhance our -

-  Adult Community Mental Health Teams

-  Child and Adolescent Mental Health Teams

-  Specialist Mental Health Teams

In addition, this funding will facilitate the recruitment of additional Resource Officers for 
Suicide Prevention and the implementation of national suicide prevention initiatives.

This €20m means that, despite serious resource pressures overall, funding of €90m has been 
made available since 2012 up to end of 2014, which has been specifically ear-marked for mental 
health and suicide prevention.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

In 2012, a special allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily 
to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental 
health services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision 
of psychological and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental 
health problems and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institu-
tional care to more independent living arrangements in their communities, in line with A Vision 
for Change.  414 posts were approved to implement the €35m. package of special measures. 
Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of the €35 million allocated in 
Budget 2012 for the development of community mental health services with recruitment com-
mencing towards the very end of 2012, but this sum is available again this year together with a 
further additional €35 million which was provided in Budget 2013 for the continued develop-
ment of mental health services across a range of headings, including the further development 
of forensic services and community mental health teams for adults, children, older persons and 
mental health intellectual disability, and to the recruitment of 477 additional staff to implement 
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these measures. Recruitment of the posts approved for both 2012 and 2013 is continuing. As of 
end September, the recruitment process is complete for 378 or 91% of the 414 posts approved 
in 2012 and 255 or 54% of the posts approved in 2013 were in the final stages of the recruitment 
process and a further 149 were at earlier stages, indicating that 85% of posts are in the recruit-
ment process.  There are a number of posts for which there are difficulties in identifying suitable 
candidates due to factors including availability of qualified candidates and geographic location 
and the remainder are at various stages in the recruitment process. The HSE’s National Recruit-
ment Service is currently working to ensure that the remaining posts will be filled as soon as 
possible, from existing panels or through competition in the absence of panels, at the earliest 
opportunity. Options to enable more local recruitment are also being considered where this will 
assist in filling specific posts.  I have received assurances from the HSE that the recruitment 
process for these new posts is being given priority within the HSE.

The lack of single integrated financial systems in the current HSE and the minimal reporting 
capacity at care group level of these existing systems results in significant challenges in provid-
ing more detailed and timely responses to the specific information being sought, particularly 
relating to 2012.  The information provided below should be treated as estimated and currently 
part of a deliberative process and therefore, subject to review and amendment.  

For the purposes of clarification, there is no provision in Vote accounting for the carry 
forward in the revenue vote of unspent monies from year to year of funding which is not fully 
expended.  Any un-expended funding at year end on the Revenue side is either surrendered to 
the Exchequer or used on an end of year basis to cover unfunded costs or as part of an overall 
supplementary at year end. This was the position with the unspent mental health allocation in 
2012 which was reallocated to other urgent health sector priorities in the context of the 2012 
HSE Supplementary Estimate. 

The HSE have reported that following the establishment of the new Mental Health Divi-
sion late summer this year, a process is underway to examine the actual costs in 2013 arising 
from approved and appointed posts funded from the 2012 allocation and also agreed non-pay 
costs.  The budgetary allocation resulting from the 2012 €35m. funding was estimated as staff 
costs of €27.4m. and non-staff costs of €7.6m. Based on the current ongoing complex process 
examining actual expenditure against these allocations, it is estimated that the staff costs of 
402.5 WTES, pay and non-pay, spent in 2013 from this 2012 allocation will be €15m. by year 
end.  These staff costs relate to increased capacity in all of the teams described above.  Of the 
non-staff allocation, it is estimated that €3m. has been spent in 2013 including €2m for Genio 
and €0.8m. for five months of CIPC counselling sessions.  There is no equivalent information 
available on actual expenditure in 2012 against the allocated €35m., other than the provision of 
the €2m. to Genio also in 2012.

In relation to expenditure against the 2013 allocation of €35m and associated 477 posts, 
HSE are expecting to validate the position regarding new posts filled at end of October and can 
estimate spend once that data is available.

In Budget 2014, the Government has again re-committed to the continuation of the de-
velopment of this critical service in these extremely challenging times, where the options for 
additional expenditure generally are very constrained.  €20 million is being ringfenced for the 
further development of our mental health services in 2014 which will enable the HSE to con-
tinue to develop and modernise our mental health services in line with the recommendations of 
A Vision for Change and will allow for the recruitment of additional staff to further enhance our 

- Adult Community Mental Health Teams 

- Child and Adolescent Mental Health Teams 
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- Specialist Mental Health Teams

In addition, this funding will facilitate the recruitment of additional Resource Officers for 
Suicide Prevention and the implementation of national suicide prevention initiatives. This means 
that, despite serious resource pressures overall, the re-commitment of the previous €70m. plus 
the new €20m., provides for funding of €90m being made available since 2012 up to end of 
2014, which has been specifically ear-marked for mental health and suicide prevention. 

22/10/2013WRDD01700Medical Card Data

22/10/2013WRDD01800567. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
cost-benefit analysis performed on the proposal announced in budget 2014; if he will provide 
general practitioner-only medical cards to all children aged five or under; if he will provide de-
tails of any report or study conducted to support that choice as the best option for the extension 
of free GP care; if he will provide details of the stakeholders consulted in making the decision 
to grant all children aged five or under with GP-only medical cards; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [44620/13]

22/10/2013WRDD01900568. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he considered, as part of his 
preparations for budget 2014, extending general practitioner-only medical cards to all persons 
with serious long-term illnesses; if this is the case, if he will provide details of any cost-benefit 
analysis performed; if he will provide details of any report or study conducted to support that 
choice as the best option for the extension of free GP care; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [44621/13]

22/10/2013WRDD02000586. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his target month in 2014 for the 
introduction of free general practitioner care for the under five year olds. [44735/13]

22/10/2013WRDD02100587. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a five 
year old who receives a GP visit card in 2014 but later turns six during that year; if in these cir-
cumstances the card will be retained; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44736/13]

22/10/2013WRDD02200593. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the way it is proposed to spend 
the €30 million allocated for the extension of free general practitioner care in 2013.  [44889/13]

22/10/2013WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 567, 568, 586, 587 and 593 together.

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Fu-
ture Health strategy framework.  As announced in the Budget, it has been decided to commence 
the roll-out of a universal GP service by providing all children aged 5 and under with access to 
a GP service without fees. This will mean that almost half of the population will have access to 
GP services without fees.  The Government is providing new, additional funding of €37 million 
to meet the cost of this measure.

The implementation of this measure will require primary legislation. The necessary admin-
istrative arrangements will be made during the course of 2014 when the specifics of the legisla-
tion are known.

It became clear that the legal and administrative framework required to provide a robust 
basis for eligibility for a GP service based on having a particular medical condition, as outlined 
initially in the Programme for Government, was likely to be overly complex and bureaucratic. 
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Relatively complex primary legislation and detailed regulations would be required in order to 
provide a GP service to persons on the basis of their having a particular illness. In my view, this 
would entail putting in place a cumbersome legal and administrative infrastructure to deal with 
what is only a temporary first phase on the way to universal GP service to the entire population. 
Funding allocated for the extension of a GP service without fees to people with particular medi-
cal conditions has been used to mitigate the supplementary budget requirement of the HSE and 
support existing levels of service.

Following the recent announcement to commence the roll out of a universal GP service by 
providing all children aged 5 and under with access to a GP service without fees, I will engage 
with all relevant stake-holders, as appropriate, in relation to implementation and administrative 
arrangements.

The introduction of a universal GP service constitutes a fundamental element in the Gov-
ernment’s health reform programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the 
State to have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population. 
A well functioning health system should provide equal access to healthcare for its patients on 
the basis of health needs, rather than ability to pay. The principles of universality and equity of 
access mean that all residents in Ireland should be entitled to access a GP services that is free 
at the point of use.

22/10/2013WRDD02400Prescription Charges

22/10/2013WRDD02500569. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health in relation to the decision an-
nounced in budget 2014 to increase the prescription charge by €1 to €2.50, if he considered 
any study on the effects of such a charge on the behaviour of persons taking medication in 
accordance with their doctor’s instructions; if he will provide details if those studies’ standard 
academic citations will suffice; the actions, he considers necessary to counteract any deterrent 
effect of such prescription charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44622/13]

22/10/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am aware that 
the ESRI, in its report Pharmaceutical Prices, Prescribing Practices and Usage of Generics 
in a Comparative Context, referred to negative effects of co-payments on access to healthcare. 
However, as was announced in Budget 2014, it has become necessary to increase the prescrip-
tion charge due to the very difficult and challenging economic environment which requires the 
Government to achieve additional savings in health expenditure with €666 million of savings 
targeted in 2014. The increase in prescription charges will account for €43 million of this target. 
The Government is committed to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to 
the most vulnerable to the greatest extent possible.

Medical card holders will be required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other 
prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €25 per 
month for each person or family. Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the 
HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme. 
These new rates will be effective from 1 December 2013.

Compliance with medication is a matter for the patient in conjunction with their medical 
practitioner. Pharmacists also have a vital role to play in relation to the management of indi-
vidual patients and/or medicines.

Question No. 570 answered with Question No. 558.
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22/10/2013WRDD02800Insurance Costs

22/10/2013WRDD02900571. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health in relation to private health in-
surance coverage, the average cost of a policy for a family unit, a couple without children, a 
single policy holder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44640/13]

22/10/2013WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are 2,059,000 people insured under 
in-patient private health insurance as at 30 June 2013, which is the most recent available data. 
According to the Health Insurance Authority, the statutory regulator of the private health insur-
ance market, the average premium paid per insured person gross of tax relief in 2012 (adults 
and children combined) was €1,048 (€838 net of tax relief).

The HIA has advised that there is no information available on the split of premiums paid 
between adults and children. However, for indicative purposes, the Deputy may wish to note the 
prices (prior to October 16th 2013) of some of the most popular plans across the market (figures 
in brackets are net of tax relief):

- €1,143.75 (€915) per adult; €287.50 (€230) per child;

- €1,274.33 (€1019.47) per adult; €430.03 (€344.03) per child;

- €1,833.37 (€1466.70) per adult; €386.62 (€309.30) per child;

- €1,905.31 (€1524.25) per adult; €450.30 (€360.25) per child;

- €2,296.25 (€1837) per adult; €496.56 (€397.25) per child.

22/10/2013WRDD03100Medical Card Data

22/10/2013WRDD03200572. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will consider putting a 
person’s photograph on medical cards, or requiring that photo identification be shown with the 
medical card in order to avoid abuse of the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44685/13]

22/10/2013WRDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive operates the 
General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the 
Health Act 1970, as amended.

I have asked that they examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WRDD03400Health Services Staff Data

22/10/2013WRDD03500573. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of adminis-
trative staff who were employed by the Department of Health in 2005, that is, clerical officers, 
staff officers, and executive officers; the number of middle and senior managers who were em-
ployed, that is, higher executive officers, assistant principals, principals, assistant secretaries, 
deputy secretaries general and Secretaries General; how these employment numbers compare 
on a grade-by-grade basis with the numbers employed in 2012; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44694/13]

22/10/2013WRDD03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
detailed below:
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Grade 2005 2012
Clerical Officers 169.46 77.4
Staff Officers 14.96 8.53
Executive Officers 109.33 54.3
Higher Executive Officers 92.06 72.3
Administrative Officers 20 7.3
Assistant Principals 98.6 75.9
Principal Officers 35.6 23.3
Assistant Secretaries 7 5
Deputy Secretary Generals 0 1
Secretary General 1 1
* The Human Resources Management System (HRMS) Census returns we are using now 

were only introduced in 2006 and therefore the figures for 2005 had to be drawn from an Ac-
counts rather than a HR System and in certain instances may not be directly comparable to 2012 
in terms of calculating WTE values in respect of worksharers.

It should be noted that the 2005 figures include all General Register Office staff who trans-
ferred to the Department of Social Protection on 1st January 2008 and other staff who trans-
ferred to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in June 2011.

22/10/2013WRDD03700Health Services Staff Data

22/10/2013WRDD03800574. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of administra-
tive, middle and senior management staff, non-medical, that were employed by the Health Ser-
vice Executive in 2005; if he will provide a breakdown of job titles; on a category-by-category 
basis, how these numbers compare with staff numbers employed in 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44695/13]

22/10/2013WRDD03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The following table sets out the total number 
of whole time equivalent employees (excluding career break) in the Management & Adminis-
trative grade category in the Health Service Executive in 2005 and 2012.

Date Total
31/12/2005 11,909
31/12/2012 11,162
Data source: Health Service Personnel Census

The Deputy may wish to note that the HSE has operated a moratorium on the filling of man-
agement/administrative posts in recent years so as to focus development funds as far as possible 
on front-line services.  In that context, management/administrative staff numbers reduced by 
1,990 from a peak of 13,152 in September 2007  to December 2012 and have continued to fall 
since then. The 2013 Employment Control Framework requires further reductions.

It should be noted that the methodology by which employment figures are compiled changed 
in 2007 and consequently the year-on-year figures are not directly comparable. Staff transfers 
have also  occurred both into and out of the HSE in the period and this can contribute to changes 
in the figures.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to the more detailed 
information requested.



Questions - Written Answers

344

22/10/2013WRDD04000Health Services Staff Remuneration

22/10/2013WRDD04100575. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the non-core basic wage 
payments middle and senior management staff, non-medical, in the Health Service Executive 
received in 2012; if he will list the details of these payments including descriptions and ratio-
nale; the benefit in kind middle and senior management staff, non-medical, received in 2012; if 
he will list the benefits including sponsored trips and hospitality events that were offered in that 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44696/13]

22/10/2013WRDD04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Sector Consolidated Salary 
Scales, which are prepared and issued by my Department, set out the rates of pay and allowanc-
es for staff in the public health service.  These scales were revised in July 2013 to take account 
of the reductions provided for under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2013.  Public service pay policy requires that the salary scales must be strictly adhered 
to and no employee should receive remuneration in the nature of pay and allowances of an 
amount greater than the amount prescribed.  The remuneration arrangements for health service 
personnel are subject to approval by the Minister for Health, with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

In accordance with Section 25(3) of the Health Act 2004, the HSE has prepared a Code of 
Standards and Behaviour which applies to all employees and which, in line with normal public 
service practice, includes appropriate provisions regarding the receipt of gifts or benefits from 
third parties.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with the more detailed information 
requested.

22/10/2013WRDD04300Hearing Tests

22/10/2013WRDD04400576. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the system that is in place 
for testing newborns for deafness and for children acquiring hearing loss within the first 12 
months; the policy implemented by Health Service Executive and supporting agencies for sup-
port for these children and their parents in the early years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44700/13]

22/10/2013WRDD04500579. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding his 
target to ensure that there is a universal hearing test for all newborns at all maternity hospitals 
by 2014; the specific elements of the Health Service Executive care pathways for a newborn, 
from the initial hearing test to the process of fitting a hearing aid for a baby; if he will identify 
where there are current gaps in the delivery of this service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44703/13]

22/10/2013WRDD04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 576 and 579 together.

The HSE has completely rolled out its Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Programme 
(UNHS) in three regions to date - HSE Dublin Mid Leinster, HSE Dublin North East and HSE 
South. This will be fully extended to HSE West by the end of the year. The objectives of this 
programme are:

- To offer a hearing screen to newborn babies using an agreed national protocol;

- To screen babies using the agreed national protocol for screening within 4 weeks of birth, 
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and by 44 weeks gestational age for babies who have been in a Special Care Baby Unit or Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit for more than 48 hours;

- To ensure timely referral and assessment to integrated audiology services of babies identi-
fied as requiring assessment;

- To ensure that all babies with permanent childhood hearing impairment receive effective 
and acceptable intervention, care and support that meets their individual needs, including ap-
propriate referral to other services such as ENT and allied health professionals and other statu-
tory bodies/agencies such as Department of Education and Skills.

Additionally, if a baby passes the screening but if the parents have concerns at a later stage, 
they can highlight these concerns to their Public Health Nurse or Area Medical Officer and be 
referred into Audiology Services for re-assessment.

The HSE chairs a Collaborative Working Group which has representation from DeafHear, 
HSE Audiology Services, HSE Speech and Language Therapy Services, Visiting Teachers for 
the Deaf and the Beaumont Cochlear Implant Programme. This group works closely to ensure 
that services provided to children diagnosed with a hearing impairment are offered in a seam-
less fashion. Once an audiologist diagnoses a child with a hearing impairment, they refer on to 
the appropriate professionals.

UNHS has proven high sensitivity and specificity. With this sensitive procedure for hearing 
screening, a child with a permanent hearing impairment (PCHI) can now be identified much 
earlier, within 4 to 5 weeks of birth, and the hearing status of each ear determined accurately. 
This means a child can start receiving appropriate support within the first six months of life. 
The core objectives of UNHS are described as “1-3-6” goals which are based on international 
programmes:

- Babies to be screened by 1 month of age;

- Audiology assessment completed by 3 months of age;

- Initiation of appropriate medical and audiological services, and early intervention services, 
by 6 months of age.

22/10/2013WRDD04700Hearing Tests

22/10/2013WRDD04800577. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
community waiting lists for basic hearing tests of children up to 24 months and access to sup-
porting routine hearing services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44701/13]

22/10/2013WRDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In order to reduce 
the current audiology waiting lists a number of measures are being taken by the HSE. The Audi-
ology Clinical Care Programme has recently developed a waiting list and validation procedure 
to be implemented regionally. The first data set is due in by the end of this month. Ten recently 
graduated HSE funded MSc Audiologists are also due to join the workforce this month. This 
increase in staffing, along with the new National/Assistant National Lead posts, will increase 
audiology staff by over 30% in community services and substantially increase activity, thereby 
reducing waiting times.

Additionally, each HSE region is engaging in waiting list initiatives. A programme of 
streamlining current working practices, care pathways and introducing new technologies will 
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further lead to reduced waiting times for patients.  A programme is being piloted whereby Area 
Medical Officers and Public Health Nurses, who would have carried out the Infant Distraction 
Hearing Test prior to the introduction of universal newborn hearing screening, will carry out 
screening on children who have a fluctuating hearing loss due to ear infections. With careful 
monitoring, these children will now not need to be placed on audiology waiting lists.

 Question No. 578 answered with Question No. 558.

 Question No. 579 answered with Question No. 576.

22/10/2013WREE00400Medical Card Appeals

22/10/2013WREE00500580. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be reissued 
as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford. [44707/13]

22/10/2013WREE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WREE00700Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WREE00800581. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange to have a person 
(details supplied) in County Wexford who is waiting two years for an ENT appointment ap-
proved as a matter of urgency.  [44708/13]

22/10/2013WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is 
a key priority for the Government. Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU, together 
with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and the HSE, has developed the outpatient 
waiting list minimum dataset.  This allows data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on 
a weekly basis and, for the first time, outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie. For 2013, a 
maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpa-
tient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE service plan. The SDU and the NTPF will 
work closely with hospitals towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WREE01000Health Services Issues

22/10/2013WREE01100582. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will review the accom-
modation needs of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if his Department and the 
Health Service Executive will expedite a solution and funding to deal with this issue.  [44715/13]

22/10/2013WREE01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
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uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Refurbishment works are a matter for the Department of Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government.

22/10/2013WREE01300Hospital Procedures

22/10/2013WREE01400583. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an assessment and opera-
tion will be arranged immediately in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  
[44718/13]

22/10/2013WREE01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WREE01600Respite Care Grant Applications

22/10/2013WREE01700584. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a respite grant will be 
approved for the south-east regional family support network (details supplied); and if he will 
confirm when these grants are approved each year.  [44719/13]

22/10/2013WREE01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Decisions in rela-
tion to the National Lottery Respite Care Grant Scheme are made by the HSE.  In the circum-
stances, I have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply. 

   Question No. 585 answered with Question No. 558. 

   Questions Nos. 586 and 587 answered with Question No. 567.

22/10/2013WREE02100Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WREE02200588. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
full-year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out in the expenditure 
report 2014, as provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44748/13]

22/10/2013WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The gross current budget for the Health Sec-
tor for 2014 is €13,263m, a reduction of €361m on the 2013 allocation of €13,624m. A total of 
€666m in health savings measures have been identified in the context of the Health Estimates 
to meet the overall health expenditure ceiling reduction of €361m, commitments under the Pro-
gramme for Government of €57m and health service pressures of €248m.  Some of the savings 
measures represent the full year effect of initiatives taken in 2013, while others are new savings 
targets for 2014.
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In terms of the projected full-year effects, the table below provides details regarding ten of 
the fifteen measures concerned. Full-year savings from the remaining five measures are more 
difficult to quantify at this stage for reasons of timing and the nature of the savings involved. 
Further detail in relation to these measures is set out below.  It should be noted that a number of 
the measures I have taken here are new initiatives, and for this reason I believe that we should 
take account of the learning from them as we implement change and reform our health system.

At my request, the Government has decided that the Secretaries General of the Departments 
of Health, Public Expenditure and Reform and the Taoiseach will engage in an intensive exer-
cise to ensure verification and implementation of the proposed savings in the Health Vote.

Medical Card Probity and Pay related savings to be achieved under the Haddington 
Road Agreement.

Extremely ambitious savings targets have been set in relation to medical card probity and 
for pay savings to be achieved under the Haddington Road Agreement. These savings targets 
will be the subject of the verification and implementation exercise mentioned above.

Generic Substitution and Reference Pricing

Generic substitution and reference pricing is being introduced on a phased basis. It is not 
possible, at this juncture, to provide accurate figures regarding the potential savings after 2014, 
as these depend on various factors including prevailing prices, number of competitors, avail-
ability of substitute products, and market dynamics.

Instead of retention of full medical card on return to work, give GP Visit Card

It is not possible, at this juncture, to provide accurate figures regarding the potential sav-
ings from this measure after 2014, as it will require primary legislation and a detailed costing 
exercise as to its implications. 

Nurse Bank

The full-year saving achievable will be determined in the light of experience with imple-
mentation of the Nurse Bank in 2014.

Measure Savings in 2014
€million

Estimated Full Year Effect
€million

Generic Substitution and Reference 
Pricing

50 (see note above)

IPHA/APMI Agreement 28 150
Full year impact of FEMPI fee 
reductions

37 2014 saving is carry over 
from 2013 fee reductions

Full year impact of increase in pre-
scription charges

4 2014 saving is carry over 
from Budget 2013 increase

Full year effect of income thresholds 
and probity

20 2014 saving is carry over 
from Budget 2013 measure

Reduce Income Thresholds for the 
over 70s Medical Card (€900 p.w. 
couple and €500 p.w. single) 

25 49

Additional Delisting of Drugs from 
the GMS reimbursable drugs

10 Full year effect applies in 
2014
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Measure Savings in 2014
€million

Estimated Full Year Effect
€million

Increase Prescription Charges to 
€2.50 per item with €25 cap

43 Full year effect applies in 
2014

Medical Card Probity 113 (see note above)
Instead of retention of full medical 
card on return to work give GP Visit 
Card

11 (see note above)

Charge all Private Patients in Public 
Hospitals

30 45

Fair Deal – Full year effect of enact-
ment of the Health Amendment Act 
2013 adjusting asset contribution

10 2014 saving is carry over 
from 2013 measure

Increase in Charge for Licensing of 
Tobacco Retailers

5 5

Nurse Bank 12 (see note above)
Pay Related Savings 268 (see note above)

22/10/2013WREE02400Community Drug Response Project

22/10/2013WREE02500589. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the funding arrangements and 
amounts per community drug response project in the Tallaght area, Dublin, per year, over the 
past five years; and the cuts that have been imposed each year on each project.  [44755/13]

22/10/2013WREE02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Funding provided 
by my Department for community drugs initiatives is allocated by Local and Regional Drugs 
Task Forces and channelled  to projects through designated agencies including the HSE,  De-
partment of Social Protection, Education & Training Boards and certain local authorities.  The 
allocations made in respect of each project in the Tallaght Local Drugs Task Force area in the 
past five years are detailed in the table hereunder:

Project 
Code

Project Name 2009
 Allocation

2010 
Allocation

2011 
Allocation

2012 
Allocation

2013 
Allocation

Channel of 
Funding

T-17 Community Ad-
diction Studies 
Tallaght

€14,010.00 €13,309.00 €12,993.00 €5,000.00 €17,917.00 Dublin 
and Dun 
Laoghaire 
Education 
& Training 
Board

T2-1c Brookfield Ad-
diction Support 
Programme

€39,742.00 €37,755.00 €37,755.00 €37,755.00 €37,755.00 HSE SW 

T2-4a SWAN Family 
Support

€46,264.00 €43,951.00 €43,951.00 €43,951.00 €43,951.00 HSE SW 

T2-4b Barnardos Riven-
dell Project

€297,498.00 €282,323.00 €277,273.00 €277,273.00 €277,273.00 HSE SW 

T2-6 Dodder Valley 
Partnership Liai-
son meetings

€2,668.00 €2,535.00 €2,535.00 €0.00 €0.00 HSE SW 

T2-8a St. Aengus 
Project

€37,118.00 €35,262.00 €35,262.00 €35,262.00 €35,262.00 DSP

T2-8b St. Dominic’s 
Stabilisation 
Programme

€34,676.00 €32,934.00 €32,934.00 €16,274.00 €16,274.00 DSP
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Project 
Code

Project Name 2009
 Allocation

2010 
Allocation

2011 
Allocation

2012 
Allocation

2013 
Allocation

Channel of 
Funding

T2-8d Treatment & 
Rehab Fund

€34,584.00 €32,854.00 €32,854.00 €30,000.00 €30,000.00 HSE SW 

T2-8e JADD Project €75,444.00 €71,672.00 €71,237.00 €71,672.00 €71,672.00 HSE SW 
T2-9 Dodder Valley 

Partnership Pre-
vention Projects

€34,960.00 €33,212.00 €33,212.00 €30,700.00 €91,881.00 HSE SW 

T2-10 Foróige Preven-
tion Projects

€118,798.00 €112,744.00 €92,744.00 €112,744.00 €167,744.00 Dublin 
and Dun 
Laoghaire 
Education 
& Training 
Board

T2-11 (NUI/UCD) 
Diplima in Com-
munity Drug 
Work

€86,556.00 €82,228.00 €82,225.00 €40,541.00 €0.00 HSE SW 

T2-13 Development 
Fund

€43,016.00 €40,865.00 €38,000.00 €81,669.00 €0.00 HSE SW 

T2-14 Interim Co-ordi-
nator (formerly 
Development 
Worker)

€170,236.00 €161,724.00 €161,724.00 €161,724.00 €161,724.00 HSE SW 

T2-15 St. Dominic’s 
Community 
Reponse

€40,468.00 €38,444.00 €21,949.00 €38,444.00 €81,868.00 HSE SW 

T2-19 
S/D

Tallaght Evening/
Cocaine Project

€0.00 €13,425.00 €50,000.00 €25,845.00 €0.00 HSE SW 

T2B-1 Slanú Young 
Persons Rehab 
Programme

€88,964.00 €84,516.00 €82,548.00 €84,516.00 €84,516.00 Dublin 
and Dun 
Laoghaire 
Education 
& Training 
Board

T2B-2 Tallaght-wide 
Aftercare Service

€9,000.00 €95,000.00 €95,000.00 €95,000.00 €95,000.00 DSP

T2B-3 Tallaght Artbase €49,374.00 €46,905.00 €46,905.00 €16,722.00 €0.00 Dublin 
and Dun 
Laoghaire 
Education 
& Training 
Board

T2B-4 Area 24 Youth 
Health Café, 
Mountain Park

€58,134.00 €55,255.00 €30,255.00 €45,255.00 €0.00 Dublin 
and Dun 
Laoghaire 
Education 
& Training 
Board

- Totals €1,281,510.00 €1,316,913.00 €1,281,356.00 €1,250,347.00 €1,212,837.00 -

22/10/2013WREE02700Medical Card Appeals

22/10/2013WREE02800590. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made on an appeal for the renewal of a medical card for a five year old child (details supplied) 
with Down’s syndrome, asthma, arthritis and a heart condition.  [44763/13]

22/10/2013WREE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.   
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
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medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

22/10/2013WREE03000Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2013WREE03100591. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health his plans to eliminate the back-
log of patients attending the eye clinic in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44783/13]

22/10/2013WREE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

22/10/2013WREE03300Disability Support Services Provision

22/10/2013WREE03400592. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a dis-
abled child (details supplied) in County Dublin.  [44784/13]

22/10/2013WREE03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

   Question No. 593 answered with Question No. 567.

22/10/2013WREE03700Hospital Consultants Recruitment

22/10/2013WREE03800594. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health when the ophthalmologist, who 
has retired from their post at the clinic, will be replaced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44891/13]

22/10/2013WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Community Op-
tometric Services are provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE). The HSE has therefore 
been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2013WREE04000Heritage Sites

22/10/2013WREE04100595. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the oldest historical and-or heritage sites in this country continue to be pro-
moted internationally.  [44802/13]

22/10/2013WREE04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tourism Ireland is 
responsible for the overseas promotion of Ireland as a tourist destination including the promo-
tion of our tourist attractions. Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency 
for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.  

22/10/2013WRFF00150Rural Transport Programme Issues
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22/10/2013WRFF00200596. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he will confirm that there are no proposed changes to the routes currently in operation 
under the rural transport programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44170/13]

22/10/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for implementing the re-
structuring of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) announced by me on 9 July 2013.  The 
purpose of the restructuring of the RTP is to protect the provision of rural transport services into 
the future.

I am advised by the NTA that during the restructuring of the RTP, their priority is to ensure 
the uninterrupted continuation of existing RTP services, meeting the needs of those affected by 
social exclusion during this time of change.  In this regard the NTA’s focus is to move the exist-
ing RTP services into contracted services with the NTA, whether directly with the operators, 
or with the fleet owning groups.  At the same time the NTA will examine existing contracted 
services to ensure that they are meeting current demands.  Based on the current funding avail-
able, the NTA has no plans to modify or reduce specific services.  

22/10/2013WRFF00350Road Improvement Schemes

22/10/2013WRFF00400597. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider reintroducing some form of local improvement scheme funding in budget 2014; his 
views on whether suspending this scheme is yet another blow to rural Ireland; if he will take 
into consideration that a drainage works and surface dressing was carried out by the local au-
thority with a contribution from residents and land owners; his views on the fact that the cost 
now involved makes it impossible for many families and persons to have their roads resurfaced; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact there are hundreds of such roads in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44365/13]

22/10/2013WRFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded from this additional funding is also a 
matter for the local authority.    

The Local Improvements Scheme provided funding for the maintenance and improvement 
of private roadways which are, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner. 

As I am sure the Deputy is aware, State grants available to supplement expenditure by lo-
cal authorities on the maintenance of regional and local roads have been reduced significantly 
and further cuts are scheduled for 2014. The scale of the cuts have necessitated that some grant 
programmes be curtailed or ended.

In making adjustments to the regional and local roads allocations the primary aim has been, 
as far as is possible, to protect previous investment in the road network and use the  available 
funding to maintain and restore public roads, including those in rural areas.  Notwithstanding 
that, I have given local authorities the option in 2013 to use up to 7% of their Discretionary 
Grant on private roads if they so wish and I anticipate that this will continue into 2014. Indeed, 
I am open to increasing that level increased in 2014 if there is such a desire from the local 
authorities themselves. However I do not believe that it would be appropriate to have a sepa-
rate allocation for the Local Improvement Scheme as there are divergent views amongst local 
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authorities and local authority members as to the merits of the scheme and whether it is more 
appropriate that those funds be spent on public roads. Therefore, I favour giving that discretion 
to local authority members.

Kerry County Council were allocated €2.6 million under this grant category in 2013. Obvi-
ously, these works are entirely at the discretion of the Council. It should be remembered that 
individual local authorities are the responsible road authority and must prioritise works in their 
own area.

22/10/2013WRFF00550National Roads Authority Projects

22/10/2013WRFF00600598. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ensure that funding is prioritised by the National Roads Authority in 2014 to continue with 
works on the main street in Buttevant, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44368/13]

22/10/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

22/10/2013WRFF00750Private Bus Operators Issues

22/10/2013WRFF00800599. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of private bus operators licensed in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 by the National 
Transport Authority to convey passengers to and from concerts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [44448/13]

22/10/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

22/10/2013WRFF00950National Roads Authority Projects

22/10/2013WRFF01000600. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding will be provided to local authorities to provide directional signs for local businesses 
affected by the construction of service stations on motorways; if the National Roads Authority 
will examine individual complaints and provide the signage required. [44470/13]

22/10/2013WRFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

22/10/2013WRFF01150Civil Aviation Regulation

22/10/2013WRFF01200601. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in relation to 
replies given by him regarding the concerns in relation to Ryanair safety, in respect of which 
he relies on statements made by the Irish Aviation Authority, if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that statements regarding the safety of particular airlines are not normally issued by 
aviation authorities; if he will confirm that the IAA did in fact take specific actions to investi-
gate the issues raised in the TV programme, most specifically the underlying factors contribut-
ing to an exceptional occurrence in which three aircraft from the same company declared fuel 
emergencies, while none of the other 19 diverting aircraft found it necessary to declare a fuel 
emergency; if he has been provided with any indication that the IAA formally addressed this 
key issue; and if he will provide reassurance that the systemic safety issues were, as a matter of 
fact, formally reviewed and assessed.  [44480/13]

22/10/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question re-
lates to allegations made in a Channel 4 program regarding events that occurred last year in 
Spain.  Those events were fully investigated by the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) with the co-
operation of the Spanish aviation regulatory authorities in 2012. The investigation concluded 
that the Ryanair aircraft had complied with the strict EU fuel regulations. After the Channel 
program aired, the IAA issued a press release on 15 August stating that Ryanair’s fuel policy 
complied with European regulations.    

The IAA, which is a statutory body under the remit of my Department, is responsible for the 
safety oversight of civil aviation in the State.  The IAA regulates safety standards in accordance 
with EU and international rules set down by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) 
and the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and the IAA is audited by both these 
organisations.  These audits have shown that the IAA performs its oversight functions to the 
highest EU and international standards and I have full confidence in their capabilities to do so.  

The IAA has key  statutory functions in this area and if the Deputy wishes to clarify these 
further she may of course do so directly with the IAA and I have asked them to respond prompt-
ly to any such queries. 

22/10/2013WRFF01350Bus Éireann Services

22/10/2013WRFF01400602. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Bus Éire-
ann intends to purchase new buses for its fleet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44530/13]

22/10/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
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December 2009, matters relating to the provision of funding for replacement buses for the Bus 
Éireann PSO fleet comes under the remit of the NTA.   

In the light of the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

22/10/2013WRFF01550Tourism Promotion

22/10/2013WRFF01600603. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
being taken to promote water sports tourism here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44531/13]

22/10/2013WRFF01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

22/10/2013WRFF01750Air Services Provision

22/10/2013WRFF01800604. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
abolition of the air travel tax will allow Ireland to become a major transatlantic hub, in view of 
its competitive position against other airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44537/13]

22/10/2013WRFF01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The suspension 
of the €3 air travel tax from April next year, together with the retention of the 9% VAT rate, is 
primarily aimed at boosting the Irish tourism industry and local economies.    

In relation to transatlantic services, capacity on these routes did increase by over 20% this 
summer season and a number of new services to the US West coast and Canada have already 
been announced for next year. These additional routes, together with preclearance facilities and 
the abolition of the air travel tax should serve to increase the attractiveness of Shannon and 
Dublin airports as transit hubs for passengers travelling to and from North America.

22/10/2013WRFF01950Rail Services

22/10/2013WRFF02000605. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
there was disruption to the DART service on Monday, 14 October 2013, and the steps he will 
take to ensure there is no repeat of same.  [44555/13]

22/10/2013WRFF02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

22/10/2013WRFF02150National Roads Authority Funding

22/10/2013WRFF02200606. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the final negotiations on financial close for the Gort-Tuam N17-N18 motorway; 
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if this project is still a priority for his Department; the timescale he envisages for this project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44570/13]

22/10/2013WRFF02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.     

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

22/10/2013WRFF02350Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRFF02400607. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the im-
pact on services the €1 million reduction in his Department’s expenditure for regional airports 
will have on services in these airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44571/13]

22/10/2013WRFF02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The €1m reduc-
tion identified in the Expenditure Report 2014 relates to current expenditure for Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) air services between Donegal/Dublin and Kerry/Dublin and for operational 
expenditure supports to regional airports where the costs of providing core airport services can-
not be fully met by them.    

Payments for the PSO air services will not be affected as they are contractually committed 
up to November 2014.

The reduction in the allocation, and indeed a reduction in capital expenditure, must be con-
sidered in light of Government policy which is that the regional airports must work towards 
achieving viability. I have made this clear to the airports in question for some time now.

The Deputy will no doubt be aware that a Study Group is examining the position in rela-
tion to Knock Airport and that separately regional airports have provided inputs to the Aviation 
Policy review which is being undertaken in my Department.

These two bodies of work will assist me in assessing the impact of existing funding pro-
grammes on regional airports and in determining future policy in this regard. I expect to under-
take further consultation on a draft Policy Statement in early 2014.

22/10/2013WRFF02550Departmental Funding

22/10/2013WRFF02600608. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form the tourism programmes that will be discontinued due to his cut of 
€12.9 million in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44572/13]

22/10/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The savings of 
€12.95m on current expenditure across Tourism Services in my Department’s Vote in 2014 is 
in line with the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure programme.  However, the bulk of the 
savings is accounted for by the absence of the additional funding of €7m. in 2013 provided 
for the Gathering Ireland 2013.  The remainder is made up of further pay and programme sav-
ings as well as operational efficiencies across the tourism agencies.    
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The distribution of these savings across the subheads will be decided in the coming weeks 
and confirmed in the Revised Estimates Volume later in the year.  These allocations will then 
form the basis for the formulation of business plans by the tourism agencies for 2014.

22/10/2013WRFF02750National Transport Authority Funding

22/10/2013WRFF02800609. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form a breakdown in the reduction of expenditure of €18 million in his De-
partment’s budget for public transport contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44573/13]

22/10/2013WRFF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The bulk of the cut 
of €18 million in current expenditure for public transport relates to the Public Service Obliga-
tion subvention payable to the National Transport Authority (NTA). This is in line with com-
mitments made under the Comprehensive Expenditure Review.

The total PSO subvention payable to the NTA for 2014 will be €209.7m. (a reduction of 
€16.8m. from 2013).  The allocation of the 2014 subvention, including the amount payable to 
the three CIÉ subsidiaries, will be decided by the NTA in accordance with their PSO contracts 
with the companies. The CIE Group Business Plan has already factored in the expected cut in 
PSO subvention in 2014. The CIE Group has negotiated improved bank facilities in relation to 
re-financing of the Group, which will ensure that it has sufficient funding into the future.

The remainder of the reduction (€1.2m) relates to payments to the Railway Procurement 
Agency, Railway Safety Commission and the NTA. Efficiencies in operational costs of the 
transport agencies will produce the savings identified.

22/10/2013WRFF02950Departmental Funding

22/10/2013WRFF03000610. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the breakdown in the €46.5 million in cuts relating to his Department’s 
road budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44574/13]

22/10/2013WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The €46.5m re-
ferred to by the Deputy is broken down in the Table.

 Savings Amount  Explanation  
€41.279m Reduction in current expenditure on regional and local roads
€2.6m Based on contractual operational payments due to PPP operators in 

2014
€2.6m Based on projected NRA running costs

22/10/2013WRFF03150Sports Funding

22/10/2013WRFF03200611. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the im-
pact the €3.1 million reduction in funding for the Irish Sports Council will have; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44575/13]

22/10/2013WRFF03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The difficult eco-
nomic situation is having an impact on public spending across all sectors of society and spend-
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ing on sport is no different. The cut in the budget for the Irish Sports Council for 2014 currently 
stands at around €3.1m but I hope to be able to alleviate that somewhat through adjustments in 
the Vote of my own Department. However I will have to see the details of the Council’s propos-
als before doing so. Given the very limited resources available to me, I need to be satisfied that 
any funding I can reallocate from other uses will deliver a very substantial additional benefit 
for sport.    

I would point out to the Deputy that the total Sports budget will go up from €74.6m to 
€93.5m, which is a substantial increase of over 25%. This increase will enable us to launch 
another round of the Sports Capital Programme and commence work on the long outstand-
ing Indoor Arena at the National Sports Campus. This is welcome news for community sports 
clubs across the country and will increase participation in sports. Clubs will be able to apply 
for essential works like new changing rooms, pitches, lighting and other projects for the second 
time since this Government took office. It will also mean that we will be able to fund regional 
projects as happened with the last programme. 

This increased funding for sports comes at a time when there are many calls on limited 
Government resources and demonstrates the Government’s commitment to sport and its under-
standing of its value both to the economy and the health of the nation.

22/10/2013WRFF03350Rural Transport Programme Funding

22/10/2013WRFF03400612. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the im-
pact the €0.9 million reduction in funding for the rural transport programme will have; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44576/13]

22/10/2013WRFF03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The budget allocation for the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) in 2014 is €9.446 mil-
lion which includes €950k in Community Service Programme funding transferred from the De-
partment of Social Protection Vote. The 2013 RTP allocation is €9.633 million which includes a 
one-off €500k to support the restructuring of the Programme announced by me on 9 July 2013. 
Therefore, the underlying decrease in RTP funding in 2014 over 2013 is in line with the Com-
prehensive Expenditure Review reductions for Exchequer funded public transport services.

The figure of 0.9m in the Expenditure Report 2014 under the heading ‘Others’, is used to 
capture all the proposed savings under €1m - and the amount is a balancing figure - with the 
RTP given as an example rather than representing the full amount.

The purpose of the restructuring of the RTP is to protect the provision of rural transport 
services into the future. The new model for the delivery of rural transport services involving 
the establishment of 18 Transport Co-ordination Units in place of the existing 35 RTP Groups, 
will allow for the maximising of spend on services and the reduction of administration costs, 
thereby ensuring that the resources available are dedicated to the greatest extent possible to the 
provision of transport services to those in rural communities who need them. The NTA has ad-
vised there will be no changes to service levels throughout the restructuring period.

22/10/2013WRFF03550Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2013WRFF03600613. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide the full year effect of all expenditure reductions for his Department as set out 
in the expenditure report 2014 as was provided for in the expenditure report 2013.  [44754/13]
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22/10/2013WRFF03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Depart-
ment’s gross allocation for 2014 will be €1.58 bn. This represents a 5% reduction on the 2013 
allocation.     

The €75m. reduction set out in the 2014 Expenditure Report is the full year impact of 
cuts on the current expenditure side of my Department’s Vote. This is in line with commitments 
made under the Comprehensive Expenditure Review. As set out in the Expenditure Report, the 
cuts are spread across a number of my Department’s programmes, including the subventions to 
Regional Airports, public transport PSO contracts, regional and local roads maintenance pro-
grammes among others. The cuts will naturally impact on the prioritisation of funding under the 
relevant spending programmes. The precise distribution and implications of these cuts will be 
confirmed in Revised Estimates later in the year.


