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15/10/2013WRA00150Unemployment Data

15/10/2013WRA002001. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the number of young persons who have 
been unemployed for over one year.  [42599/13]

15/10/2013WRA00300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Quar-
terly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of  unemployment 
in the State.  The latest QNHS data available is for Q2 2013.

The following table shows the number of persons aged 15 to 24 years classified by gender 
and duration of unemployment (ILO) in Quarter 2 of each year from 2009 to 2013 for compari-
son purposes.

Unemployed Persons aged 15 -24 years classified by gender and duration of unemploy-
ment (ILO)   

                       ‘000
- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr-
- Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12 Jun 13
Males
Less than 1 
year

40.5 26.3 23.1 20.8 20.3

1 year and 
over

12.4 21.5 20.6 24.5 15.7

Not stated * * * * *
Total 53.4 48.5 44.5 46.1 36.9
Females
Less than 1 
year

23.9 19.2 18.7 18.4 20.2

1 year and 
over

5.2 9.1 8.5 10.8 6.6

Not stated * * * * *
Total 29.8 29.0 28.2 29.9 27.8
All Persons
Less than 1 
year

64.3 45.5 41.7 39.2 40.5

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr-
- Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12 Jun 13
1 year and 
over

17.6 30.6 29.1 35.2 22.3

Not stated * * * * *
Total 83.2 77.5 72.7 76.0 64.7
Data may be subject to future revision;

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change;

Reference period: q2=Apr-Jun;

*  Estimates are too small to be considered reliable;

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

15/10/2013WRA00350Employment Data

15/10/2013WRA004002. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the percentage of full-time and part-time 
workers in employment; and the similar percentages for additional net jobs created since this 
Government came to office.  [42581/13]

15/10/2013WRA00500The Taoiseach: The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of 

estimates of employment in the State. 

The table shows the breakdown of full-time and part-time employment.

Full-time and part-time employment breakdown

- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr- Apr-
- Jun 09 Jun 10 Jun 11 Jun 12 Jun 13
All Persons
Share of total 
employment 
that is full-
time (%)

78.9 77.7 76.5 76.0 75.8

Share of total 
employment 
that is part-
time (%)

21.1 22.3 23.5 24.0 24.2

Ratio of 
full-time 
employment 
to part-time 
employment

3.7 3.5 3.3 3.2 3.1

Data may be subject to future revision;

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change;
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Reference period: q2=Apr-Jun;

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

The specific information regarding the full-time and part-time breakdown of net jobs cre-
ated requested by the Deputy is not available from the QNHS as the survey is a measure of the 
stock level of employment only and does not measure jobs lost and created from which a net 
jobs figure could be derived.

In addition while the job churn statistical product provides some information on job cre-
ation, job destruction and net jobs created, the figures available are on an annual basis and can-
not distinguish between the nature (full-time/part-time) or duration of the employment.

15/10/2013WRA00550Public Sector Staff Data

15/10/2013WRA006003. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Taoiseach the reduction in public expenditure num-
bers that will be achieved in 2013 and 2014 from targeted redundancy and early retirement in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43064/13]

15/10/2013WRA00700The Taoiseach: No targeted redundancies are planned in my Department in 2013 and 2014. 

No applications for early retirement have been received in my Department for 2013 and 
2014.

15/10/2013WRA00750Departmental Staff Remuneration

15/10/2013WRA008004. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach the number of public servants in his Depart-
ment that are being paid in excess of his salary and in excess of the Government’s pay cap; the 
annual cost of these excess payments over the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43402/13]

15/10/2013WRA00900The Taoiseach: No public servants in my Department are paid in excess of my salary or the 
Government’s pay cap.

15/10/2013WRA00950Consular Services Remit

15/10/2013WRA010005. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
position regarding the appeal of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43053/13]

15/10/2013WRA01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the situation concerning the person referred to by the Deputy. As he is not an Irish citi-
zen it is not possible for my Department to offer him consular assistance. The Greek authorities 
are under no legal obligation to assist our Embassy with any requests made in connection with 
this case, as we have no locus standi in the matter. However, on hearing of his detention, and 
notwithstanding the fact that he is not a citizen of Ireland, the Irish Embassy in Athens made 
contact with the Greek police in an effort to convey the Irish Government’s interest in this case 
on the basis that he is married to an Irish citizen. It was made clear to our Embassy that the 
authorities in Crete would not provide them with any information regarding this case as no Irish 
citizen was involved. To clarify further, our Embassy has certain rights of communication and 
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contact with Irish citizens in Greece to facilitate the exercise of our consular functions under 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963). The Embassy has no such rights for other 
persons, even if they are related to Irish citizens.   The wife of the person concerned has met 
with the former Minister of State in my Department.  She has also met with the Irish Ambas-
sador to Greece and his deputy, her husband’s lawyer was also present at this meeting.  As a 
result of concerns raised at these meetings the wife of the above named has also been facilitated 
by the Consular Services Section of my Department, she has had her documents authenticated 
as required. 

The Embassy is not in a position to attend the appeal proceedings. If the wife of the person 
in question fears that she will be subject to intimidation at the trial, she should raise this con-
cern with the Greek authorities and, if she does so, our Embassy can then contact the Greek 
authorities advising that we have been informed of their concerns and request that appropriate 
assistance/protection be provided to them as witnesses.

My Department through the Embassy in Athens contacted the Albanian Embassy in Athens 
in September 2010 to inform them of the case and the fact that wife of the person in question 
was an Irish citizen. The Albanian Embassy did not make any response to this communication. 
It is a sovereign matter for each country to decide what level of consular assistance it affords 
its citizens. It would be inappropriate for me to comment on the Albanian Embassy’s consular 
services to their citizens.

15/10/2013WRA01150Military Aircraft Landings

15/10/2013WRA012006. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
total number of military aircraft that have landed at Shannon Airport to date in 2013; the coun-
tries to which they are affiliated; the average length of time spent on the ground; if he is satisfied 
that each landing complied with the normal conditions that apply to landings at Irish airports by 
foreign military aircraft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43232/13]

15/10/2013WRA01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
primary responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland. For 
the period to the 30 September 2013, my Department granted permission for the landing of 366 
foreign military aircraft at Shannon Airport. Permission was granted in all cases subject to the 
normal conditions that apply to landings at Irish airports by foreign military aircraft; namely 
that the aircraft are unarmed, carry no arms, ammunition or explosives, do not engage in intel-
ligence gathering, and that the flights in question do not form any part of military exercises or 
operations. The table provides details of the countries involved and the number of times per-
mission was sought to land in Shannon Airport. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
does not keep a record of the length of time involved on each occasion when a military aircraft 
lands at Shannon Airport.   I am aware of one landing at Shannon Airport during the period in 
question in which a US military aircraft, contrary to notification, was found to be armed with 
a fixed weapon and did not, therefore, comply with the normal conditions that apply to foreign 
military aircraft overflying or landing in Ireland. This case was raised at the highest possible 
level with the US Embassy. The Embassy official explained that this isolated incident had taken 
place as a result of an administrative error, and assurances were given that steps had been taken 
to prevent any recurrence.
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Name of State No. of Landings
Canada 8
Croatia 3
Egypt 3
France 1
Germany 5
Italy 4
Panama 1
Russia 2
Sweden 3
USA 336
Total 366

15/10/2013WRA01350UN Missions

15/10/2013WRA014007. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community has examined the causes of the cholera 
outbreak in Haiti; the number of persons affected; the number of casualties; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43308/13]

15/10/2013WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): In October 2010, a cholera epidemic struck Haiti as the country was still coming to grips 
with the effects of one of the most devastating earthquakes in recent history. The January 2010 
earthquake killed more than 230,000 people, injured 300,000 others, and left 2.1 million home-
less. Even before the spread of the epidemic, the health, water and sanitation infrastructure 
had been severely affected. The cholera epidemic resulted in the deaths of an estimated 8,300 
people and infected more than 650,000 people.  Recurrent outbreaks since then have resulted 
in the deaths of some 1,000 Haitians each year.  In response to allegations in December 2010 
that the initial outbreak was linked to the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations formed an Independent Panel to ‘‘investigate and seek 
to determine the source of the 2010 cholera outbreak in Haiti’’. The investigation involved epi-
demiological, water and sanitation, and molecular analyses. The final report concluded that the 
investigation did ‘‘not present any conclusive scientific evidence linking the outbreak to the MI-
NUSTAH peacekeepers’’.  Whatever its source, it is clear that the cholera outbreak represents a 
further tragedy for the Haitian people.  I am aware that a class action lawsuit has recently been 
filed against the United Nations on behalf of victims of the cholera epidemic.  We will continue 
to follow developments.

In the meantime, Ireland’s response to humanitarian needs in the country has been signifi-
cant and sustained. Since 2010, the Government has provided more than €14 million in funding 
for emergency relief in Haiti.  Our funding has focused on the most vulnerable populations af-
fected as well as the most pressing needs, such as emergency shelter and reconstruction. More 
than €2 million of this emergency funding was provided by Irish Aid to agencies involved in the 
fight against cholera.  This year, we have provided €500,000 in funding to Goal in support of its 
programme to fight community vulnerability to disease outbreaks in Haiti, including cholera. 

15/10/2013WRA01550Certificate of Irish Heritage

15/10/2013WRA016008. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
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number of persons that have been awarded a certificate of Irish Heritage in the years 2011, 2012 
and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43384/13]

15/10/2013WRA01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
the Certificate of Irish Heritage was introduced in September 2011, 2,123 Certificates have been 
purchased – 124 in 2011, 1,242 in 2012 and 757 to date in 2013.  In addition, 215 promotional 
Certificates have been presented to various individuals during this time. With the vast major-
ity of the global diaspora not eligible for Irish citizenship, the Certificate of Irish Heritage was 
introduced to recognise descendents of previous generations of Irish citizens in an official way 
and to give greater practical expression to the sense of Irish identity felt by many around the 
world. It is very clear from the positive reaction of those who have received a Certificate how 
much their heritage means to them.  My Department will continue to work with Fexco (who 
operate the programme on our behalf) to promote the Certificate of Irish Heritage around the 
world.  

15/10/2013WRA01750Shannon Airport Facilities

15/10/2013WRA018009. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will provide official figures for the number of foreign military personnel who passed through 
Shannon to date in 2013; and the nationality of these military personnel. [43469/13]

15/10/2013WRA01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
primary responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland.  My 
Department’s records of overflight and landing requests for foreign military aircraft indicate 
that permission was sought for 366 military aircraft to land in Shannon Airport in the period 
to 30 September 2013. The table provides details of the countries involved and the number of 
times permission was sought to land in Shannon Airport.  The Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade does not keep a record of the number of personnel on board foreign military aircraft 
landing in Shannon Airport. I am advised that, in most cases, the persons on board these air-
craft consist of the crew and, depending on the nature of the flight, a limited number of military 
personnel.  While my Department has primary responsibility under Irish legislation for foreign 
military aircraft seeking to overfly or land in Ireland, the vast majority of the foreign military 
personnel transiting Shannon Airport travel on commercial flights.  The regulation of civil avia-
tion is primarily a matter for my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I 
understand that approximately 45,000 US military personnel passed through Shannon Airport 
in the period from 1 January to 30 September 2013.  

Name of State No. of Landings
Canada 8
Croatia 3
Egypt 3
France 1
Germany 5
Italy 4
Panama 1
Russia 2
Sweden 3
USA 336
Total 366
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15/10/2013WRA01950Departmental Staff Recruitment

15/10/2013WRA0200010. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of positions available under his Department’s recruitment of staff (details 
supplied); when the recruitment is likely to take place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43472/13]

15/10/2013WRA02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): With 
the assistance of the Public Appointments Service, my Department is in the process of recruit-
ing graduates to join the Irish Diplomatic Service at Third Secretary level.  The competition 
was advertised on 20 September and applications were to be made online by 10 October.  Can-
didates will be required to take a number of online and assessment centre tests in October and 
November, with preliminary and second round interviews due to be held in December and 
January.  The number of appointments made will depend on the Department’s overall staffing 
position during the lifetime of the new panel, having regard to the exigencies of the targets set 
for the Department under the Government’s Employment Control Framework.  I would hope 
that it will be possible to make at least 10 appointments immediately. 

15/10/2013WRA02150Overseas Development Aid Oversight

15/10/2013WRA0220011. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 133 of 8 October 2013, the standards of ac-
countability and transparency that have been set for bilateral assistance which are referred to; 
the mechanisms in place to measure the IMF and World Bank against these standards; if a copy 
of the scores for same will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43485/13]

15/10/2013WRA02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s new development policy, “One World, One Future”, sets out the vision, 
goals and priorities for our overseas aid programme over the coming four years. The policy 
includes a clear commitment to accountability and transparency, to the Irish people and to our 
development partners in what we do, how we work, and what we are achieving.  It states clearly 
that we will also work with our partners - Governments, NGOs, multilateral organisations and 
others - to ensure that they adhere to similar standards of accountability and transparency. In 
this way, Irish people will be better able to see where and how their money is being spent and 
what results are being achieved. Ireland is a strong supporter of multilateral development ef-
forts, recognising that global challenges need global solutions.  My colleague, the Minister 
for Finance, is responsible for Ireland’s participation in the IMF. The Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, which manages the Government’s aid programme, works closely with the 
World Bank, in cooperation with the Department of Finance.  The World Bank Group supports 
developing countries in their fight against poverty by providing the financial and technical as-
sistance needed to promote trade and investment. As outlined in the reply to the Question re-
ferred to, Irish Aid provided some €27.8 million in funding to World Bank-managed trust funds 
in 2012 for work in developing countries.  The funding was provided to programmes focused 
on the fight against hunger, the provision of basic needs, private sector development, and fragile 
and conflict- affected states.  Full details of all the programmes supported by Ireland, through 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Department of Finance, are available in 
the annual report by the Minister for Finance to the Oireachtas on Ireland’s participation in the 
IMF and the World Bank.   Ireland, the IMF and the World Bank, cooperate in the international 
work to ensure the effectiveness of development aid, as set out clearly in the agreement reached 
two years ago on the Busan Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation in 2011.  This 
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emphasises the importance of empowering countries to drive their own development, on the 
basis of the principle of partnership and of mutual accountability. 

In our engagement with the Executive Board of the World Bank Group, Ireland participates 
in the work to ensure increased effectiveness and better results for people living in poverty. 
Ireland is also an active participant in the work of the Multilateral Organisation Performance 
Network, a grouping of 17 donor countries, which carries out joint assessments of the effective-
ness of multilateral organisations which deliver international development programmes.  These 
assessments are published online. Both the IMF and the World Bank are engaged in ongoing 
processes of governance reform, which Ireland strongly supports.  We will continue to work to 
ensure that the IMF and World Bank meet the required standards of accountability and transpar-
ency. 

15/10/2013WRA02350Consular Services Remit

15/10/2013WRA0240012. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will engage on a political level with his political counterpart in Greece in relation to 
a person (details supplied); if he will speak to the Greek ambassador to Ireland; the formal steps 
he will take to raise the concerns of the Irish family involved in this case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43528/13]

15/10/2013WRA02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the situation concerning the person referred to by the Deputy. As he is not an Irish citi-
zen it is not possible for my Department to offer him consular assistance. The Greek authorities 
are under no legal obligation to assist our Embassy with any requests made in connection with 
this case, as we have no locus standi in the matter. However, on hearing of his detention, and 
notwithstanding the fact that he is not a citizen of Ireland, the Irish Embassy in Athens made 
contact with the Greek police in an effort to convey the Irish Government’s interest in this case 
on the basis that he is married to an Irish citizen. It was made clear to our Embassy that the 
authorities in Crete would not provide them with any information regarding this case as no Irish 
citizen was involved.   To clarify further, our Embassy has certain rights of communication and 
contact with Irish citizens in Greece to facilitate the exercise of our consular functions under 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963). The Embassy has no such rights for other 
persons, even if they are related to Irish citizens and I have no basis on which to raise this case 
with my Greek counterpart.

15/10/2013WRA02550Money Laundering

15/10/2013WRA0260013. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an 
update on any exemptions that may be made for the purchase of prize bonds under the Criminal 
Justice Act 2010 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42986/13]

15/10/2013WRA02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials of my Department are con-
tinuing to explore with the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) whether or not 
exemptions available under the Third Money Laundering Directive (2005/60/EC) and its Im-
plementing Directive (2006/70/EC) may be applied to small value purchases of prize bonds 
facilitated on behalf of the State by An Post and the Prize Bond Company.

15/10/2013WRA02750Property Taxation Administration
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15/10/2013WRA0280014. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason property tax is not 
being deducted from the pension of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43163/13]

15/10/2013WRA0290015. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason local property tax 
has not been deducted from a pension of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43165/13]

15/10/2013WRA03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 14 and 
15 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the difficulties in both cases arose as a 
consequence of processing errors.  In both cases the persons in question filed their LPT Returns 
within the specified time limits.  However, the returns did not automatically upload to the Prop-
erty Register because the details supplied did not match the data held on the system for those 
properties.  The returns were subsequently ‘suspended’ and referred to an operator for manual 
investigation.  The operator successfully matched the properties to the persons in question and 
uploaded the correct details to the Property Register.  Unfortunately the preferred payment 
options of Deduction at Source from Department of Social Protection (DSP) pensions did not 
upload to the Register due to a processing error.  The processing error resulted in the Register 
incorrectly indicating that the persons had not selected any payment option and for that reason 
no instruction to commence Deduction at Source was transferred across to DSP for either case.

In regard to Question No. 15, I am further informed that Revenue has recently issued a 
compliance letter to the person warning of commencement of mandatory deduction at source 
from a private pension source if a payment arrangement is not put in place within ten days.  It is 
now clear that this letter should not have issued as it was based on inaccurate information held 
on the Property Register. 

I am assured by Revenue that it is making immediate direct contact with both persons to 
firstly apologise for the errors and to make arrangements for payment in a way that best suits 
both individuals.

Finally, while any error is unfortunate, Revenue has assured me that vast majority of returns 
and payments received in regard to approximately 1.59 million properties have been accurately 
recorded on the Property Register and that the error rate is very small in the overall context of 
the scale of the 2013 LPT programme.

15/10/2013WRA03050Universal Social Charge Application

15/10/2013WRA0310016. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Dublin is subject to the universal social charge on their streamed severance 
pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43676/13]

15/10/2013WRA03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that the Universal Social 
Charge (USC) was introduced from 1 January 2011 to replace the Income Levy and the Health 
Levy.  It was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue 
to reduce the budget deficit.    The USC is an annual tax payable on an individual’s total income 
in a year, subject to a number of exemptions and reliefs.  In particular, an individual is not liable 
to pay USC where his or her total income in the tax year does not exceed €10,036. In addition, 
payments from the Department of Social Protection such as the State Pension are exempt from 
the USC and such payments will not be taken in to account in determining if an individual has 
exceeded the €10,036 threshold. 
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As the person in question is in receipt of income from her former employer she is liable to 
pay the USC on that income and on the income she is receiving from her current employment.

I should add that where an individual receives a lump sum “redundancy payment” Universal 
Social Charge would be payable on any part of the lump sum which is not exempt from income 
tax.

15/10/2013WRA03250Tax Code

15/10/2013WRA0330017. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his plans to include 
physiotherapy under health expenses in the context of the Finance Bill 2013 (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42985/13]

15/10/2013WRA03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a long 
standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment on any tax matters that may be the 
subject of forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill decisions. 

15/10/2013WRB00150Central Bank of Ireland IT Operations

15/10/2013WRB0020018. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if any conflicts of interest were 
declared in the tendering process for the outsourcing of the Central Bank of Ireland’s IT system. 
[42995/13]

15/10/2013WRB0030019. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to any issues regarding the fact that a company (details supplied) through its management of 
the Central Bank of Ireland’s IT system may have access to data of a rival, who operate a com-
mercial bank here.  [42996/13]

15/10/2013WRB0040020. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if, a company, (details sup-
plied) are subject to the provisions of the Patriot Act which could require them to provide data 
from the Central Bank of Ireland’s IT system to the US Government. [42997/13]

15/10/2013WRB00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 18 to 
20, inclusive, together.

The Central Bank entered into a contract with Hewlett Packard Ireland Ltd. to provide the 
physical data centre environment to host the Central Bank’s IT systems and to manage the 
technical infrastructure aspects of these systems.  Hewlett Packard Ireland Ltd. will also pro-
vide hosting facilities at a backup data centre for the purposes of business continuity.  Both of 
these data centres are located in Dublin.  The Central Bank will remain in control and manage 
all sensitive systems and data. I have been informed by the Central Bank that Hewlett Packard 
Ireland Ltd. is an Irish company.

I have also been informed by the Central Bank that Hewlett Packard Ireland Ltd. does not 
have access to any of the Central Bank’s business applications.  The security of the technical 
aspects of the systems are achieved through a combination of physical and logical protections, 
procedural and process protections, security features including encryption where necessary and 
on-going monitoring and reporting features.  The steps taken comply with the Central Bank’s 
internal security policies and those of the ECB and are underpinned by the contractual and legal 
arrangements with HP.

The Central Bank followed robust public procurement tendering procedures before award-
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ing this contract.  The Central Bank selected Hewlett Packard Ireland Ltd. as a result of an open 
tendering process in compliance with strict guidelines laid down by the EU public procurement 
process.  I have been informed by the Central Bank that no conflicts of interest were declared 
by the successful tenderer in the tendering process. 

15/10/2013WRB00550VAT Rate Application

15/10/2013WRB0060021. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to keep the 9% 
VAT rate for the tourism industry for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43010/13]

15/10/2013WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a long 
standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment on any tax matters that may be the 
subject of forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill decisions.  

15/10/2013WRB00750Tax Code

15/10/2013WRB0080022. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he or the Revenue Commission-
ers have undertaken research into the area of making child care deductible for tax purposes; if 
he has considered such a measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43093/13]

15/10/2013WRB00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that comprehensive analy-
sis of the options to support the provision of affordable and accessible child care was under-
taken in 2005.  Having considered the options available, the then Government introduced the 
early child care supplement, providing a direct payment to all families with young children. 
In addition, certain other incentives were introduced in order to encourage an increase in the 
supply of child care places.  At that time, tax relief for child care costs was considered but not 
introduced, as it would only have been of benefit to those in the tax net and would most likely 
have been absorbed by child care providers in the form of higher prices.  Analysis showed that 
a standard rated child care costs allowance of €4,000 per annum would cost the Exchequer €64 
million per annum and would have resulted in a reduced liability to income tax of only €15 per 
week for those availing of it.

The Deputy will be aware that the early child care supplement has since been abolished as 
the measure was very costly, poorly targeted and possibly led to increased charges.  In its stead, 
the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, which provides for a free pre-
school year for children in the year before commencing primary school, was introduced.  In my 
view the concerns raised in the 2005 analysis regarding tax relief for child care costs are still 
valid.  This is particularly the case considering the major changes in the economy that have oc-
curred in the intervening period.  Furthermore, I would have concerns about basing any analysis 
of the cost of making child care tax deductible on data provided in reports that were compiled 
eight years ago.

Notwithstanding the absence of tax relief for child care costs, the Government acknowl-
edges the continuing cost pressures on parents, particularly those with young children.  For 
this reason a number of support measures are available.  These include, (i) the Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, which funds community child care services to enable 
them to charge reduced child care fees to qualifying parents, (ii) the Childcare Education and 
Training Support (CETS) programme, which provides free child care places to qualifying FÁS 
and VEC trainees and (iii) the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme which 
provides for a free preschool year for children in the year before commencing primary school. 
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In addition, generous entitlements to paid and unpaid maternity leave are provided, as well as 
child benefit payments.

15/10/2013WRB00950State Banking Sector

15/10/2013WRB0100023. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Finance if senior management of State 
owned banks converted their variable mortgages to tracker mortgages either six months before 
or six months after the date of the Government funded banking guarantee.  [43095/13]

15/10/2013WRB0110030. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if senior management of State 
owned banks converted their variable mortgages to tracker mortgages either six months before 
or six months after the date of the Government funded banking guarantee; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [43283/13]

15/10/2013WRB01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 23 and 
30 together.

I have been informed by Permanent TSB that no such action occurred in respect of senior 
management of Permanent TSB.  AIB has advised me that for confidentiality reasons it is pre-
cluded from discussing or divulging details of individual customer accounts.  AIB has informed 
me that this also applies to staff who are bank customers.

15/10/2013WRB01250NAMA Operations

15/10/2013WRB0130024. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the membership and calendar 
of meetings for the advisory committee which advises the National Asset Management Agency 
board; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43115/13]

15/10/2013WRB01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy is refer-
ring to NAMA’s Northern Ireland Advisory Committee. I am advised that the membership and 
work of the Committee are set out in the Agency’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 
2012, pages 69-70.  A copy of this report is available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.  I 
am advised by NAMA that the Committee, whose purpose is to advise the NAMA Board in 
relation to strategy for Northern Ireland assets, met on five occasions in 2012 and has met on 
four occasions to date in 2013.

15/10/2013WRB01450Tax Reliefs Availability

15/10/2013WRB0150025. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the intro-
duction of tax relief to stimulate new businesses and to protect existing businesses in rural areas 
in these difficult economic times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43122/13]

15/10/2013WRB01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is a long-standing practice of the Min-
ister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on any tax matters that might be the 
subject of Budget decisions. However, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to some existing in-
centives in the tax code to encourage individuals to invest in schemes which can assist business.

The Employment and Investment Incentive (EII)

The EII is a tax incentive that provides tax relief for investors who purchase new ordinary 
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shares in small and certain medium-sized companies carrying on a trade, and who hold those 
shares for a minimum of three years.  The incentive is designed to help companies to raise new 
risk capital to expand their activities.  An individual investor can obtain income tax relief on 
investments up to a maximum of €150,000 per annum, subject to the high income individuals’ 
restriction, in each tax year up to 2013.  The maximum amount that may be raised by a company 
in any 12 month period is €2.5 million, subject to a lifetime limit of €10 million.  The maximum 
rate of tax relief available to an individual who subscribes for new ordinary shares is 30% of the 
amount invested.  However, a further 11% tax relief may be available at the end of the holding 
period, provided the company concerned has either increased its number of employees or spent 
at least 30% of the investment raised on research and development.

The Seed Capital Scheme (SCS)

The SCS provides that an employee, who leaves employment and invests by means of 
shares in a qualifying new venture, may claim a refund of income tax paid in previous years.  
An unemployed person may also avail of this facility.  The maximum investment that can be set 
against taxable income in any 1 year of assessment is €100,000.  This means that the maximum 
total investment that can be made under the Seed Capital Scheme is €600,000, as the individual 
may set up to €100,000 against the taxable income of each of the previous 6 years.  By way of 
example, an individual who invests €10,000 under the scheme would be entitled to a refund of 
income tax already paid of €4,100 provided they had paid income tax at the higher rate in the 
relevant tax year.

15/10/2013WRB01650Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Capital

15/10/2013WRB0170026. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether at least €3 
billion from the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, now formally established with €6.3 billion 
funding from the National Treasury Management Agency, be fast tracked into a jobs stimulus 
programme for 2014 and 2015.  [42823/13]

15/10/2013WRB01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The establishment of the Ireland Strate-
gic Investment Fund (ISIF) was announced by the Government in September 2011.  Resources 
from the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) will be deployed through the ISIF towards 
productive investment on commercial terms in the Irish economy.  The ISIF will play a catalytic 
role and seek private sector co-investment in order to leverage its own resources and maximise 
the benefit to the Irish economy.  The immediate priority for the Government is to put NewERA 
on a statutory footing and reorient the NPRF into the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund which 
will make strategic investments to support economic activity, competitiveness and employment 
in Ireland.  Officials of my Department are liaising with the National Treasury Management 
Agency, which is the Manager of the NPRF, in identifying and drafting the necessary legislation 
to achieve this objective.

15/10/2013WRB01850Tax Reliefs Availability

15/10/2013WRB0190027. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the in-
troduction of tax relief to stimulate new businesses and to protect existing businesses in rural 
area in these extremely difficult economic times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43170/13]

15/10/2013WRB02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that it is not 
the practice of the Minister for Finance to discuss in advance the details of any measures which 
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may be under consideration as part of the Budget and Finance Bill.

15/10/2013WRB02050Central Bank of Ireland IT Operations

15/10/2013WRB0210028. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the data-
base application server which hosts many of the Central Bank of Ireland’s applications crashed 
in the first three weeks after migration to a company (details supplied); the number of times 
it has crashed since then; and the date on which the last crash occurred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43190/13]

15/10/2013WRB02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that the Central Bank IT environment is made up of a range of multi-vendor infrastructure 
and application components supported by internal and external resources.  Incidents of diffi-
culty with IT supply can arise from time to time. For example, as I previously indicated on 3 
October 2013, PQ 41517/13, an incident occurred on 17th September when one of the servers 
which had recently been migrated to the HP Data Centres became unavailable for a short pe-
riod.  The incident in question was the result of a process failure which has since been identified 
and rectified as part of the standard transition arrangements.  The incident lasted for 15 minutes.  
The impact was minor and did not impact any business service of the Central Bank.   Incidents 
can arise in the normal course of events and these are all investigated for root cause and any 
necessary remediation taken.  This includes root cause that may be attributed to hardware, soft-
ware, process compliance or human error irrespective of whether internally or externally gener-
ated.  The selection of an individual component of this environment in isolation is not relevant 
to a representation of the IT service levels.  I have been informed by the Central Bank that these 
services continue to operate within expected levels.

15/10/2013WRB02250Banking Sector Remuneration

15/10/2013WRB0230029. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that none of 
the 21 bankers stated by the European Banking Authority to have earned over a million Euro in 
salary in Ireland in 2011 were employed by the banks that the State assisted (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43210/13]

15/10/2013WRB02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department is not party to the infor-
mation collected for this survey but on the basis of the information available to me, I understand 
that none of the individuals referred to were employed by the State assisted banks.

  Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 23.

15/10/2013WRB02550Property Taxation Assessments

15/10/2013WRB0260031. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance the process for persons who 
over valued their homes for the purpose of the local property tax in order to submit the correct 
assessment for next year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43318/13]

15/10/2013WRB02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is 
to be valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes.  I am informed by Revenue that, as LPT 
is a self-assessed tax, it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on an 
assessment of the market value of the property.  For the purposes of LPT, values for properties 
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under €1 million are organised into valuation bands, with a range of €50,000 in each band.  As 
property owners were not required to provide a precise value for their property as at 1 May 
2013, it is anticipated that, for the most part, overpayments of LPT should not happen.  The 
initial valuation of a property on 1 May 2013, assuming it was made in good faith, is valid up 
to and including 2016.  I am also informed that the Revenue estimates, which issued to property 
owners with the LPT 1 Return were not based on a valuation of properties and should not be 
regarded as a calculation of the amount of LPT due.  The estimate only comes into play where 
a property owner does not submit a Return or contact Revenue to say why he/she is not liable.

On the specific case to which the Deputy refers, I am informed by Revenue that the per-
son in question submitted her LPT 1 Return on 8 April 2013 and clearly indicated Band 4 as 
the appropriate valuation band for her property.  The LPT liability for the 2013 half year for a 
Band 4 property is €202 and the person in question is meeting her obligations on a phased basis 
through one of the payment service providers.  Notwithstanding the expectation that in general 
overpayments of LPT should not happen, Revenue has confirmed to me that if a liable person 
has genuinely overpaid the tax through an error or mistake, then Section 26 of the 2012 Act (as 
amended) provides that a claim for a refund of the overpayment can be made to Revenue.  If 
that is the case for the person in question, she should write to LPT Branch, Government Build-
ings, Ennis, Co Clare, clearly setting out how the overpayment happened.  The person will need 
to also provide supporting documentation to explain or prove the need to decrease her original 
valuation. Once the relevant documentation is received LPT Branch will make direct contact 
with the person.  Should it transpire that the person did in fact overpay the 2013 liability then it 
will be possible to offset some or all of the overpayment to the 2014 liability or make a repay-
ment.

15/10/2013WRB02750Tax Collection

15/10/2013WRB0280032. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the reason Revenue has backdated 
tax in respect of a person (details supplied). [43377/13]

15/10/2013WRB02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the person (details supplied) contacted his local Revenue office in January 2012 
and his agent subsequently completed a tax return for the tax year 2011.  The return included 
information on pension income which had not previously been taken into account in calculating 
the customer’s tax liability, and also claimed tax reliefs which had not previously been claimed.  
In accordance with normal practice the case was reviewed and a net additional liability arose in 
respect of 2010 and 2011 amounting to a total of €2,657.27.  A flexible payment arrangement to 
discharge this liability has been made available to the customer.  The Deputy’s reference to an 
amnesty in the details supplied part of his question is not correct.   

15/10/2013WRC00150Tax Reliefs Application

15/10/2013WRC0020033. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if, in respect of Appendix D of 
the Green Paper on Pensions, he will provide the same information in respect of PRSAs and 
RACs for the latest year for which figures are available. [43460/13]

15/10/2013WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the latest relevant information available is in respect of income tax relief allowed for 
contributions to Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Personal Retirement Savings Ac-
counts (PRSAs) for the 2010 income tax year.  RACs and PRSAs are available to self-employed 
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people and to employees who are not in occupational pension schemes.  The information in the 
following tables sets out the number of cases and the amounts of deduction and reduction in tax 
for tax relief for RACs and PRSAs for the various contribution ranges. 

The information is based on income returns contained in Revenue records at the time the 
data were compiled for analytical purposes, representing in the region of 90% of all returns 
expected.

A married couple that has elected or been deemed to have elected for joint assessment is 
counted as one tax unit.

INCOME TAX 2010

Personal Retirement Savings Accounts -  by range of Gross Income.

Range of gross 
income

Totals

From  € To  € Number
of cases

Amount
of deduction

Reduction
in tax

Tax due 
for payment

Gross Tax *
 

Reduction 
in tax as % 
of Gross 
Tax

   € € € € %
          -        9,000         371        627,585 0 6,733 6,733 0.0
     9,000     10,000           87        153,291           2,440 1,560 4,000 61.0
    10,000     12,000         192        338,353         27,885 6,064 33,949 82.1
    12,000     15,000         391        745,093         84,478 44,575 129,053 65.5
    15,000     17,000         248        470,667         64,535 42,327 106,862 60.4
    17,000     20,000         545     1,153,045       161,896 109,234 271,130 59.7
    20,000     25,000      1,206     2,530,229       451,560 579,391 1,030,951 43.8
    25,000     27,000         577     1,308,396       247,521 511,985 759,506 32.6
    27,000     30,000         871     1,804,348       345,759 966,572 1,312,331 26.3
    30,000     35,000      1,505     3,516,244       690,470 2,439,474 3,129,944 22.1
    35,000     40,000      1,639     4,207,118    1,060,775 3,588,193 4,648,968 22.8
    40,000     50,000      2,884     8,434,342    2,503,598 9,715,447 12,219,045 20.5
    50,000     60,000      2,361     8,403,306    2,586,024 11,931,732 14,517,756 17.8
    60,000     75,000      2,707   11,466,325    3,507,198 20,224,505 23,731,703 14.8
    75,000   100,000      2,763   15,956,676    6,064,141 33,457,654 39,521,795 15.3
  100,000   150,000      2,027   18,588,804    7,535,510 44,584,152 52,119,662 14.5
  150,000   200,000         712   10,297,201    4,219,923 28,381,041 32,600,964 12.9
  200,000   250,000         394     7,035,728    2,879,552 22,172,549 25,052,101 11.5
 Over   250,000         754   18,643,106    7,640,653 98,229,600 105,870,253 7.2
Totals      22,234  115,679,857  40,073,918 276,992,788 317,066,706 12.6

* “Gross tax” means the tax that would be due before relief is allowed for PRSA deductions

The figures do not include contributions made by employees through employers’ payroll systems and 
in respect of which tax relief is provided on the net pay basis. Information on such contributions is not 
captured in such a way as to make it possible to provide disaggregated figures.

    INCOME TAX 2010

    Retirement Annuity -  by range of gross income.
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Range of gross 
income
                   

Totals 
 

From
€

To
€

Number of 
cases

Amount
of deduction

Reduction
in tax

Tax due for 
payment

Gross Tax*
 

Reduction 
in tax as % 
of Gross-
Tax

   € € € € %
          -        9,000         914     1,440,232            4,484 14,583 19,067 23.5
     9,000     10,000         190        291,225            6,040 4,354 10,394 58.1
    10,000     12,000         464        762,225          59,078 14,139 73,217 80.7
    12,000     15,000         972     1,712,714        192,480 119,789 312,269 61.6
    15,000     17,000         786     1,426,373        179,849 172,831 352,680 51.0
    17,000     20,000      1,390     2,640,118        355,526 445,134 800,660 44.4
    20,000     25,000      3,059     6,371,987     1,093,751 1,589,334 2,683,085 40.8
    25,000     27,000      1,466     3,072,734        568,407 1,178,497 1,746,904 32.5
    27,000     30,000      2,281     5,021,950        947,436 2,330,468 3,277,904 28.9
    30,000     35,000      3,887     9,036,509     1,719,510 5,376,703 7,096,213 24.2
    35,000     40,000      4,236   10,706,628     2,269,355 8,056,869 10,326,224 22.0
    40,000     50,000      7,669   21,850,894     5,623,039 22,419,228 28,042,267 20.1
    50,000     60,000      6,486   21,937,534     6,352,145 29,894,490 36,246,635 17.5
    60,000     75,000      8,100   32,922,832     9,465,366 55,971,480 65,436,846 14.5
    75,000   100,000      8,576   50,338,247   18,034,882 96,078,734 114,113,616 15.8
  100,000   150,000      6,652      

70,182,299 
   
28,085,790 

133,694,663 161,780,453 17.4

  150,000   200,000      2,516   44,547,512   18,136,738 90,891,543 109,028,281 16.6
  200,000   250,000      1,525   35,470,558   14,493,047 79,814,972 94,308,019 15.4
 Over   250,000      3,346 103,958,610   42,560,430 472,526,434 515,086,864 8.3
Totals      64,515 423,691,181 150,147,353 1,000,594,245 1,150,741,598 13.0

* “Gross tax” means the tax that would be due before relief is allowed for retirement annuity deductions

The figures do not include contributions made by employees through employers’ payroll systems and in respect of 
which tax relief is provided on the net pay basis. Information on such contributions is not captured in such a way 
as to make it possible to provide disaggregated figures.

15/10/2013WRC00350Tax Yield

15/10/2013WRC0040034. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer for 
every €100 increase in the standard rate cut off point for income tax across all categories. 
[43484/13]

15/10/2013WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy refers to an 
increase of €100 in the standard rate tax bands, which would apply similarly to single and 
widowed persons, as well as to lone parents.  In addition, the proposed increase is assumed to 
also apply to married couples.  On this basis, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that the full year cost to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2014 incomes, of increasing 
the single person’s standard rate tax band by €100 while also maintaining the current monetary 
differences between the single person’s standard rate tax band and the various other classes of 
standard rate tax bands would be of the order of €16 million.

It should be noted that any further increases of €100 to the standard rate tax bands may or 
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may not cost the same amount.  The cost is very much dependant on the numbers of taxpayers 
who are positioned in the income brackets where band increases will take effect and these can 
vary.

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2011, adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim.  They 
are, therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

15/10/2013WRC00550Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

15/10/2013WRC0060035. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider in-
creasing the engine size limit of vehicles to 2.2 litres with regard to those entitled to relief under 
the disabled driver and disabled passenger regulations in order to accommodate disabled farm-
ers who drive larger vehicles such as jeeps to tow trailers and carry out their general farming 
duties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43504/13]

15/10/2013WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The criteria relating to the engine size 
of a vehicle and the relief available for vehicles which qualify under the Disabled Drivers Pas-
senger Scheme have been in place since 1989.  The purpose of the scheme was to provide for 
ways in which people with a physical disability could become more mobile; it is felt that the 
present limit of 2000cc is sufficient to allow for an extensive choice of vehicle in that regard.  
Given the scale and scope of the scheme, any possible changes can only be made after careful 
consideration and with regard to the existing and prospective cost of the scheme and the avail-
able resources.

15/10/2013WRC00750European Banking Authority

15/10/2013WRC0080036. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm whether 
the Irish Government has agreed with its European Union partners that the European Banking 
Authority will negatively take account of support by long-term refinancing operations for forth-
coming stress tests of Irish banks.  [43554/13]

15/10/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has in-
formed me that discussions in relation to the parameters for the forthcoming European Banking 
Authority (EBA) stress tests are ongoing.  As much of the detail is still not yet finalised it would 
be premature to speculate on the outcome at this stage.

15/10/2013WRC00950Income Data

15/10/2013WRC0100037. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the way his Department 
collects data on levels of wealth here; if he will now establish a commission on high incomes 
and wealth either as part of the Central Statistics Office or otherwise. [43558/13]

15/10/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Aggregate level data on household and 
corporate net worth are published by the Central Bank in the Quarterly Financial Accounts.   I 
am informed by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) that its institutional sector accounts do not 
give an indication of the number of households or persons classified by the categories of wealth 
they hold.  These statistics are based on aggregate information collected from financial institu-
tions and do not contain the demographic details which would enable such a breakdown of the 
statistics.  So while the CSO’s institutional sector accounts show that households held c. €126 
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billion on deposit in 2010, this is not broken down by income or wealth categories.

However, I understand that, following discussions between the Department of Public En-
terprise and Reform, the CSO and the Central Bank, the CSO has commenced a “Household 
Finance and Consumption Survey”, which will collect information on household wealth.  The 
first results of this survey will be available in 2014.  The data to be collected by the CSO as part 
of its Household Finance and Consumption Survey is general information on the financial situ-
ation and behaviour of households.

The CSO’s institutional sector accounts present annual transactions in financial and non-
financial assets of households.  The financial balance sheet positions for households’ assets are 
also reported - €324.3bn (liabilities €184.4bn) in 2012.  The non-financial balance sheets of 
households only have details of property assets.  As indicated above, these details are at the ag-
gregate level.  More data are available at http://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/csfa/
estimatesofthecapitalstockoffixedassets2012/.

I am not clear whether the Deputy’s question relates to general or specific issues relating to 
high income and wealth.  In a tax context, the 2009 Commission on Taxation considered the 
taxation of income and wealth.  I have no plans to establish a Commission on high incomes and 
on wealth at present. 

15/10/2013WRC01150Tax Code

15/10/2013WRC0120038. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the tax exemption limits and the 
related rate of marginal relief applying to single and married persons under 65 years. [43602/13]

15/10/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that section 187 of the 
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, which provided for tax exemption limits for married and single 
persons under 65 years of age, ceased to have effect from 1 January 2008.  The following are 
the current tax bands:-

- Single or widowed person - €32,800 at 20%, balance at 41%.

- Married couple with one income source - €41,800 at 20%, balance at 41%.

- Married couple with two income sources – up to €65,600 at 20%, balance at 41%.

- One-parent family – €36,800 at 20%, balance at 41%.

Basic personal credits are granted against the tax payable as appropriate:-

- Single credit - €1,650

- Married credit - €3,300

- One-parent family credit - €1,650

- PAYE Credit - €1,650 per employee.

This and other information in relation to personal tax matters, credits and reliefs, is available 
on the Revenue website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it1.html.

15/10/2013WRC01350Pensions Levy Issues
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15/10/2013WRC0140039. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money that has 
been collected from the pension levy to assist in job creation; the way this money has been spent 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43607/13]

15/10/2013WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to make the Deputy aware 
that the answer to this question has been prepared on a pre-Budget basis only and does not 
reflect any measures which have been announced as part of Budget 2014.  A temporary 0.6% 
stamp duty levy on pension fund assets was introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 as a 
measure to fund the Jobs Initiative.  This was estimated to yield €470 million a year for 4 years.  
The Revenue Commissioners have advised me that receipts amounted to €463 million in 2011 
and €483 million in 2012.  This is broadly in line with the amounts anticipated to be collected in 
those years.  €533 million was collected in 2013 to date, due to an increase in the capital value 
of pension funds.

The Jobs Initiative announced in 2011 included a range of revenue and expenditure mea-
sures to support the protection of existing jobs and the creation of new ones. Estimates of the 
key measures, as were announced in 2011, are set out in the table.

- 2011 (€m) 2012 (€m) 2013 (€m) 2014 (€m) Total
Revenue - - - - -
Air Travel 
Tax

-15 -90 -105 -105 -315

VAT -120 -350 -350 -60 -880
PRSI -95 -208 -201 -33 -536
Pension 
Funds Levy

+470 +470 +470 +470 +1,880

Expenditure 
(Additional)

-40 -30 -30 -30 -130

Net Benefit 
(+) / Loss (-)

+201 -208 -216 +242 +19

Rounding may affect totals.

Table reflects estimates at the time of the launch of the Jobs Initiative 2011, and does not 
take into account any of the measures announced as part of Budget 2014.

It should be noted that the proposed suspension of the Air Travel Tax, at an estimated cost of 
€15 million in 2011, €90 million in 2012 and €105 million in a full year, was conditional on the 
airlines increasing passenger numbers by restoring previously cancelled routes and by creating 
new routes.  Negotiations with the airlines were not successful and the Minister for Transport 
Tourism and Sport, Mr Leo Varadkar T.D., advised against reducing the Air Travel Tax to zero.

The impact of the Jobs initiative can be seen by the increase in employment levels, particu-
larly in the accommodation and food services sector.  A policy paper, published with the No-
vember 2012 Medium Term Fiscal Statement, found that the 9% reduced VAT rate appeared to 
have the desired impact both in terms of price pass through and by contributing to employment 
gains, with an additional 3,000 jobs in quarter 1 2012 relative to quarter 2 2011 in the labour 
intensive food and accommodations services sector of the economy.  Further to this, the CSO 
website shows a 13% increase in employment from June 2011 to June 2013 in the food and ac-
commodations services sector.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures, 
among which there are a number of measures aimed at retraining the workforce.  While the de-
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tails of the expenditure on these measures are a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin T.D., I would ask the Deputy to note that my col-
league, the Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton T.D., with responsibility for JobBridge, 
the National Internship scheme, recently announced that the number of internships, originally 
planned at 5,000 has now exceeded 20,000.  Indecon Economic Consultants undertook an eval-
uation of the JobBridge scheme in 2012 (published in April 2013) and their report found that 
61.4% of the JobBridge survey respondents were in employment within 5 months of finishing 
their internships.

Under education measures, the Springboard scheme as announced in the Jobs Initiative 
had initially provided for 5,900 places.  During 2011 and 2012 over 10,000 people enrolled 
on programmes under the Springboard scheme.  The scheme has been extended further with 
my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn T.D. announcing in June 
this year, another 6,000 places under the third Springboard allocation.  Further rollouts of the 
Springboard scheme will be considered in the context of the findings of an on-going evaluation. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that it will only be when the levy has ended and the accompany-
ing expenditure and revenue measures have also ceased that it will be possible to analyse the 
situation.  At any given point before then, it would not be surprising if the income and expen-
diture did not match. 

15/10/2013WRC01550Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

15/10/2013WRC0160040. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total amount paid by the 
State to Ernst and Young and Grant Thornton since 2008.   [43648/13]

15/10/2013WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can only reply in respect of my De-
partment and the offices/agencies under the aegis of my Department.  In the period since 2008 
a total of €11.132m has been paid to Ernst & Young and Grant Thornton.  This is the figure to 
date in 2013 for all offices and agencies under the aegis of my Department with the exception 
of the following:

- NAMA & the NTMA group – the figure above includes spend up to 5th March 2013.  In 
the time available, we are unable to provide the up to date position for this Group.  The informa-
tion will be submitted directly to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

- Central Bank Group – this figure does not include the Central Bank Group.

15/10/2013WRC01750VAT Rate Application

15/10/2013WRC0180041. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Finance the VAT rate that applies 
to hurleys. [43659/13]

15/10/2013WRC0190042. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reduc-
ing the VAT rate that applies to hurleys in light of the spread of ash die-back disease.  [43660/13]

15/10/2013WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 41 and 
42 together.   

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that sales of hurleys are liable to VAT at the 
standard rate, currently 23%.  This information is available on the VAT Rates Database on the 
Revenue website www.revenue.ie.
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A change in VAT rates must be in compliance with the EU VAT Directive.  This Directive 
generally provides that supplies of goods and services should be chargeable to VAT at the stan-
dard rate but that lower rates are permitted in very limited circumstances.  The Directive does 
not provide for a reduction in the standard rate for the supply of hurleys. 

15/10/2013WRC02050Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

15/10/2013WRC0210043. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the discussions 
his Department has had with all bodies in relation to efficiency contracts (details supplied) for 
academic institutions under the Haddington Road agreement; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43073/13]

15/10/2013WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Contracts specifically in op-
eration in the United Kingdom have not been the subject of discussions.  However, changes 
to academic contracts were discussed and agreed in the context of negotiations on the Public 
Service Agreement 2010 – 2014 (Croke Park Agreement) and more recently the Public Service 
Stability Agreement 2013 – 2016 (Haddington Road Agreement).  These changes have resulted 
in the delivery of additional hours by academic staff to facilitate educational activities, which 
allow Universities and Institutes of Technology to cope with the reduction in staff numbers 
while dealing with an increase in the student population.

15/10/2013WRC02250National Internship Scheme Data

15/10/2013WRC0230044. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of qualified 
teachers working in Irish schools this year under the JobBridge scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43290/13]

15/10/2013WRC0240060. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
teachers who are employed in teaching positions on JobBridge schemes per county since the 
scheme started; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43225/13]

15/10/2013WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 44 and 60 together.

JobBridge is a national internship scheme administered by the Department of Social Protec-
tion.    Recognised schools and Education and Training Boards may participate in the scheme 
if they wish under Department of Education and Skills Circular 46/2011.  Per this circular, 
an internship in a school must not cause an existing member of staff to be displaced from the 
school or be used to fill an existing vacancy in the school and if a registered teacher is offered 
an internship he or she should be appropriately qualified for the role. 

The Department of Social Protection have supplied the following information:   There have 
been a total of 21,519 JobBridge internships to-date, of which, a total of 58 have been described 
by Host Organisations as being ‘teaching positions’. They break down as follows: Primary 
School Teacher: 18, Primary Teacher: 7, Teacher (Primary School): 3, Qualified Primary Teach-
er: 2, Qualified Primary School Teacher: 1, Teacher – Primary Level: 1, Teacher: 6, Classroom 
Teacher: 4, Resource Teacher: 2, Support Teacher/Youth Worker: 2, Assistant Teacher: 2, Quali-
fied Teacher: 1, Montessori Teacher: 1, Preschool Teacher: 1,  Childcare worker/Teacher: 1, Art 
Tutor: 1, Teacher Aide: 3, and Teacher Assistant: 2.  These 58 internship positions are broken 
down by county as follows: Cavan: 1, Clare: 1, Cork: 5, Donegal: 8, Dublin: 4, Galway: 4, 
Kerry: 11, Laois: 1, Limerick: 4, Longford: 1, Mayo: 3, Monaghan: 2, Offaly: 1, Tipperary: 6, 
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Westmeath: 1, Wexford: 4; and Wicklow: 1.

15/10/2013WRC02550Education and Training Provision

15/10/2013WRC0260045. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a list of all publicly funded training schemes, upskilling and education courses; and the 
number of persons taking part in each of these schemes. [43451/13]

15/10/2013WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I have supplied for the Deputy’s attention a list of all the  FAS/Skillnets/Further Education and 
Higher Education courses and where  available the number of persons benefitting from these 
places to date in 2013. In relation to the Further Education and Higher Education provision the 
numbers  requested by the Deputy for 2013 are not available. However, I have included in  the 
attached tables figures for 2012 and in some cases 2011.

FAS Training Provision 2013 Beneficiaries year to date
30-Aug-’13

Bridging Foundation 1,526 
Community Training Centres 2,941 
Return to Work 82 
Skills Training/Sponsored Training 12,416 
Traineeship 3,410 
Local Training Initiative 3,709 
Wider Horizons 192 
Specialist Training Programme 2,829 
Redundant Apprentice Placement 1,030 
European & Other Initiatives 10 
Momentum 4,925 
Subtotal 33,070
Evening Courses 11,170 
On-Line and Blended Learning 8,456 
Library Project 287 
Subtotal 19,913 
Training For Employment 52,983 
Apprenticeship 3,526 
On-Line Learning (Employed) 298 
Training In Employment 3,824 
Grand Total 56,807

Skillnets 
Year to date 2013

Training Network 
Programmes

Finuas Job Seekers Pro-
gramme

Management-
works

Employed  ben-
eficiaries

24953 684 N/A 556

Unemployed 
beneficiaries

2733 42 2068 N/A



Questions - Written Answers

142

Further Education 2012
Participants

Part time
Adult Literacy 57,004
Community Education 55,415
Back to Education Initiative 32,066
subtotal 144,485

Full time
Post Leaving Certificate 36,528
Youthreach 3,313
Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme 5,567
subtotal 45,478
Total 189,963

There are no stats available for 2013.

Higher Educa-
tion

Places available 
2011

Places available 
2012

Places available 
2013

Total

Springboard: 4,956 5,575 6,100 16.631
ICT Skills Con-
version Pro-
grammes

N/A 705 769 1,474

Mainstream HE provision

In 2011/12 there were 162,786 full time students enrolled in HEA funded higher education 
institutions (a 12% increase on the numbers enrolled in 2008/09)

15/10/2013WRC02750School Staffing

15/10/2013WRC0280046. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the statutory right to time off of primary school and secondary school teachers attending local 
authority meetings if they are elected councillors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43566/13]

15/10/2013WRC02850Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Where a teacher in a primary 
or post-primary school is an elected member of a local authority, paid absence of up to ten 
school days in a school year may be availed of in order to attend meetings, but only where such 
meetings are held during school opening hours.  Substitute cover in such instances is not paid 
by my Department.

15/10/2013WRC02875Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

15/10/2013WRC0290047. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of the 
stance taken by the ASTI regarding the Haddington Road agreement, if his attention has been 
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drawn to the fact that secondary school teachers who are not members of any trade union will be 
deemed or classified by his Department as members of the ASTI trade union; that such teachers 
without union membership have been advised by his Department that if they do not wish to be 
treated or classified as such that they should join the TUI rather than maintain their position as 
non-union members; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43055/13]

15/10/2013WRC03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Department Circular 49/2013 
sets out the position in relation to the Haddington Road Agreement and the Financial Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 for teachers in post-primary schools and is 
available at the following address: http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-
Circulars/cl0049_2013.pdf.  The Agreement applies to teachers employed in Education and 
Training Board schools (apart from Designated Community Colleges).  In general, the FEMPI 
Act continues to apply to teachers employed in Voluntary Secondary schools.  In dual-union 
schools (Designated Community Colleges and Community and Comprehensive Schools), the 
FEMPI Act continues to apply to teachers who are not members of TUI.   While certain issues 
of dual representation require further consideration, the position set out above provides an ini-
tial basis for the implementation of the Haddington Road Agreement.  It is stressed however, 
that the application of the Agreement is entirely conditional upon adherence to its terms by the 
teachers to whom it is applied.  It is normal practice in the public service that the decision of 
the trade union recognised as holding representative rights for a particular grade or sector will 
determine the position for all relevant staff in that grade/sector.  Union membership is a matter 
for individual teachers, and accordingly my Department is not classifying or deeming teachers 
to be members of any trade union and is not advising teachers in regard to membership or non-
membership of any trade union. 

15/10/2013WRD00150Third Level Staff Issues

15/10/2013WRD0020048. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circum-
stances in which it is permitted for academic staff in third level institutions to return to paid 
teaching duties following retirement; the oversight mechanism there is; if these staff continue 
to draw their occupational pension while being employed on the double; the numbers of these 
academics who are teaching in their paid retirement; the length of time for which they may 
continue to do this; if there is a quarterly mechanism to oversee such numbers; the section 
of the Oireachtas to which the oversight falls; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43068/13]

15/10/2013WRD00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An Employment Control 
Framework is in place for the higher education sector which provides institutions with consid-
erable flexibility to fill vacancies, through recruitment or promotions on the basis of meeting 
an overall ceiling of posts.  Under this Framework  the re-employment of retired staff should 
only occur in very limited exceptional circumstances and in these cases the salaries offered 
may not exceed 20% of the full-time salary an individual was in receipt of at the time of their 
retirement, adjusted to reflect the application of Government pay policy in the period since their 
date of retirement – including in particular the application of salary adjustments imposed under 
the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009.  Any such proposed 
arrangements must be notified in advance to the Higher Education Authority.   The Framework 
provides that vacancies should be filled by way of fixed term or fixed purpose contracts, as a 
“bridging mechanism” in terms of facilitating the orderly permanent, structural reduction in the 
numbers of staff serving in the public service, in line with Government policy.  My Department 
does not have details of the  number of retired academic staff currently employed in the sector, 
however, I have asked the Higher Education Authority to seek to establish these numbers and I 
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will forward  the available information to you when it is  received.

15/10/2013WRD00350Pupil-Teacher Ratio

15/10/2013WRD0040049. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he recognises 
the importance of maintaining smaller class sizes in primary schools as they allow children to 
have more space physically; if he will provide children with greater access to resources; if he 
will allow them more time to speak and more direct contact with their teachers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [43076/13]

15/10/2013WRD00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website.  The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staff-
ing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  
The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of 
schools equally irrespective of location.  The configuration of classes and the deployment of 
classroom teachers are done at local school level.  The context for any discussion about PTR or 
class sizes is that my Department, like all other Government Departments, is operating within a 
budgetary programme that is designed to return the Government finances to a sustainable basis.   
The Government will continue to protect front-line services as best as possible.  However, it is 
important to note that all public servants are being asked to do more with less and the teachers 
in our schools cannot be exempt from this requirement.   Within the schools sector we know 
from international research that while class sizes is a factor the quality of teaching is a far more 
significant factor in determining outcomes.  We therefore have to focus on the drivers of good 
performance.  We need to have the right people becoming teachers.  We need the right training 
for them in College.  We need to support them with the right professional development through-
out their career.  To this end we are making significant changes to both the structure and format 
of initial teacher education so that our colleges and teachers are comparable with the best in the 
world.

15/10/2013WRD00550Capitation Grants

15/10/2013WRD0060050. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the problems that schools are experiencing following cuts to capitation from 
€200 per child to €176 per child; if he will ensure that no further cuts to capitation will take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43077/13]

15/10/2013WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware the 
multi annual school funding measures introduced in Budget 2012, provided a reduction in the 
funding for capitation and related grants of 1% in 2014 and 1% in 2015.  Due to my decision to 
retain posts from previous disadvantage schemes in DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 primary schools, 
it was necessary to generate alternative savings within the primary education budget.  This was 
achieved in 2012 by bringing forward 1.5% of the 2% reduction in overall capitation funding 
originally scheduled for this year.  I cannot provide specific information on the effect, if any, 
the reduction in capitation funding to schools has had on the provision of services.   Given the 
extremely difficult economic circumstances that this country is facing and the fact that every 
Department has had to find considerable cost-savings, all expenditure must be examined to see 
if cost-savings can be found.  In that context, I cannot give the Deputy any measure of assurance 
in relation to primary capitation rates.
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15/10/2013WRD00750Student Grant Scheme Administration

15/10/2013WRD0080051. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken to 
date in this academic year to improve the processing of student grants through Student Univer-
sal Support Ireland; if an improved system of collecting and recording documentation has been 
implemented; if the rate of processed applications has improved this year on the same period 
last year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43111/13]

15/10/2013WRD00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that in preparation for the 2013/2014 academic year, the 
grants administration process has undergone significant development to enhance its effective-
ness and deal with the difficulties experienced last year.  SUSI has implemented a number of 
initiatives recommended by an independent review.  These include direct information sharing 
with Government bodies and other agencies including the Revenue Commissioners, the De-
partment of Social Protection and the CAO.   I understand that these links have significantly 
reduced the number of documents required from students in processing grant applications and 
that SUSI is now some months ahead of its processing position at this time last year.  In Sep-
tember 2013, SUSI reported that 41,000 students had returned their documents and that 20,000 
of these applications had already been processed at the final assessment stage.  The comparative 
figures for 2012 were 6,500 students that had returned documents and 4,300 applications had 
been processed at the final stage.   The grant renewals process has also been very successful 
to date.  By late September 21,604 applications have been completed out of a total of 23,404 
renewal applications. 

15/10/2013WRD00950Schools Building Projects Status

15/10/2013WRD0100052. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
plans for the new building for a school (details supplied); and if he will confirm that building 
work will commence in 2014.  [43126/13]

15/10/2013WRD01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  The project has 
been authorised to proceed to Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which involves obtaining planning 
permission, fire certificate and disability access certificate and the completion of tender docu-
ments.  The planning permission is currently under appeal to An Bord Pleanála and a decision 
on that appeal is awaited.       

The project was included in the 5 Year Construction Programme announced in March 2012 
and is scheduled to commence construction in 2014/2015.  Details of the specific projects to be 
included in the 2014 programme will be announced later this year.

15/10/2013WRD01150Special Educational Needs Staffing

15/10/2013WRD0120053. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a special needs assistant in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [43162/13]

15/10/2013WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
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schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers 
and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources 
available to my Department.   I wish to advise the Deputy also that there is no automatic system 
of transfer of resources from one school to another.  In considering applications for teaching and 
SNA supports for individual pupils, the SENOs take account of the pupils’ needs and consider 
the resources available to the school to identify whether additionality is needed or whether the 
school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of the pupils from its current level of 
resources.   Assessment reports carried out by relevant professionals are provided by schools 
to the SENOs as part of the application process for support.  The consideration of these reports 
is an integral part of determining the extent of supports to be provided for pupils with special 
educational needs.   The NCSE circular 03/08 clarifies the respective roles and functions of 
the NCSE and the HSE and their respective personnel in carrying out assessments and sanc-
tioning resources to support children with special educational needs.  All primary and post 
primary schools have access to psychological assessments either directly through the National 
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the Scheme for Commissioning Psy-
chological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are on the Department’s website.  Where 
a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities therein may access psychological 
assessments through SCPA.  Under this scheme schools can have an assessment carried out 
by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the 
psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.  It is the responsibility of the school Principal 
in the first instance to identify and prioritise pupils for assessment.  I understand a meeting has 
recently taken place between school management and the psychologist assigned to this school.    
It is my understanding that the pupil in question currently has access to SNA support.  It is open 
to schools can contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the 
time that the SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a revision to 
the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated to them for the coming school year.  In 
general, a revision to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have 
enrolled new pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA 
posts to cater for the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school. All schools have 
the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO 
directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on 
www.ncse.ie. 

15/10/2013WRD01350School Enrolments

15/10/2013WRD0140054. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm the automatic feeder secondary school for a primary school (details supplied) in Dublin 3; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43184/13]

15/10/2013WRD01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is the responsibility of the 
managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the 
Education Act, 1998.  In this regard a Board of Management may find it necessary to restrict en-
rolment to children from a particular area or a particular age group or, occasionally, on the basis 
of some other criterion. The criteria to be applied by schools in such circumstances are a matter 
for the schools themselves.  This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  Under sec-
tion 15(2)(d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to publish its enrolment 
policy.  Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student.  Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of 
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their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the rel-
evant Educational Training Board or to the Secretary General of my Department.   The National 
Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are 
experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.  The Board can be contacted at 
National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or 
by telephone at 01-8738700. As the Deputy will be aware, I recently published a draft General 
Scheme for an Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, 2013 as well as draft regulations for 
discussion ahead of enacting legislation.  I have referred the draft General Scheme and draft 
regulations to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection, to allow a 
full public discussion of the proposed legislative framework, including inputs from parents and 
the education partners.   I hope the Committee will give this early consideration so that we can 
proceed to the next stage of legislation as soon as possible.

15/10/2013WRD01550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

15/10/2013WRD0160055. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the education of a child (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43200/13]

15/10/2013WRD01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to firstly advise the 
Deputy that my Department provides for a continuum of special educational provision to be 
made available for children with special educational needs, so that regardless of the level of 
need of the child, educational provision can be made for them.   My Department provides for 
a range of placement options and supports for schools which have enrolled pupils with special 
educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to 
an appropriate education.   These supports include an allocation of additional teaching support 
as well as additional resource teaching and Special Needs Assistant (SNA) care supports which 
may be allocated to schools by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) in respect 
of qualifying pupils.   Some children may be fully integrated into mainstream schools without 
additional teaching or care supports.  Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need ad-
ditional teaching and/or care assistance.  In respect of children who cannot be accommodated 
in mainstream education, they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more 
intensive and supportive interventions are provided.   The extent of supports required for any 
child in a particular class setting or school will depend on their disability categorisation and the 
extent of care needs that they may have.  As such, schools have access to a full range of sup-
ports to facilitate the enrolment of pupils with special educational needs.   In order to meet any 
late demand for resource teaching support which may have arisen between 15th March, 2013 
and the start of the school year, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) requested 
all schools to submit outstanding applications for resource teaching support to the NCSE by 
20th September, 2013.  The NCSE intend to notify schools of any revised resource teaching al-
locations in the coming weeks.  In relation to SNA support, schools should contact the NCSE if 
they have enrolled children who were not considered at the time that the SNA allocations were 
made to schools, or where they are seeking a revision to the quantum of SNA support which has 
been allocated to them for the coming school year.  In general, a revision to SNA allocations 
will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, or where schools 
can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care needs of all of 
the qualifying children in their school.   I understand that the school concerned have made an 
application to the NCSE for resource teaching support for this child and that they also intend 
to make an application in respect of SNA support.  Where a school has applied to the NCSE 
for additional resource teaching or SNA resources, the school should provide for the child from 
within their existing allocations, pending consideration of any application.  In circumstances 
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where a child has been suspended or expelled, Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides 
for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the Secretary General of my Department, or in the case 
of a Educational Training Board (ETB) school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board 
of Management of a school, or a person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student 
in a school, expels a student or suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year.   In 
such circumstances the parent of the child concerned may lodge a Section 29 appeal against the 
decision of the school to expel or suspend and to have this case heard by an independent appeal 
panel.   All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

15/10/2013WRD01750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

15/10/2013WRD0180056. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 90 of 3 July 2013, when a response will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43205/13]

15/10/2013WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been advised by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) that a response has 
issued to the Deputy recently in this regard.

15/10/2013WRD01950School Staffing

15/10/2013WRD0200057. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the eligibility cri-
teria for inclusion on the supplementary panel for teachers after October of this year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [43222/13]

15/10/2013WRD02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrange-
ments to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term 
(temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.  Preparation for the staffing and redeployment 
process for the 2014/15 school year is currently underway in my Department.  The arrange-
ments for access to the supplementary panel will be published in the relevant circular and are 
expected to be placed on the Department website in the coming weeks.

15/10/2013WRD02150School Staffing

15/10/2013WRD0220058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
teachers on each of the teaching panels in County Donegal over the past five years; the number 
of teachers expected to qualify for inclusion on each panel in County Donegal in 2014; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [43223/13]

15/10/2013WRD02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 

Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies 
from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-
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time teachers.  In any given year there will be a number of teachers on these panels that do not 
secure a permanent post.  The redeployment arrangements are published annually in the staffing 
circular which is placed on the Department website.  The redeployment arrangements for the 
2013/14 school year are set out in Circular 0013/2013 which is available on the website.  The 
arrangements for access to the supplementary panel were published in Circualar 0038/2012 
which is also available on the website.

Redeployment panels are drawn up on a diocesan basis for Catholic panels, diocesan/united 
diocesan basis for Church of Ireland panels and on a national basis for other patron bodies.  
Information on a county basis is therefore not available in my Department.  The detail relat-
ing to numbers on individual redeployment panels is placed on the Department website when 
the panels are published each year.  My Department updates the progress of the panels on the 
website on a regular basis.

Over the last five years approximately 2,500 surplus permanent teachers have been rede-
ployed, an average of 500 each year.  Over 4,500 fixed term (temporary/substitute) teachers 
were placed on supplementary panels during this period (2,800 of which were in the last 2 
years). 

Preparation for the staffing and redeployment process for the 2014/15 school year is cur-
rently underway in my Department.  The size of the redeployment panels will not be known 
until early in 2014.

15/10/2013WRD02350School Staffing

15/10/2013WRD0240059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if provisions will 
be made for teachers who complete a JobBridge internship in a teaching position to be included 
on the supplementary panel in spite of their failure to reach the eligibility criteria on gross sal-
ary payments as a result of their participation in a JobBridge scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43224/13]

15/10/2013WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrange-
ments to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term 
(temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.  Preparation for the staffing and redeployment 
process for the 2014/15 school year is currently underway in my Department.   The arrange-
ments for access to the supplementary panel will be published in the relevant circular which is 
expected to be placed on the Department website in the coming weeks. 

  Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 44.

15/10/2013WRD02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

15/10/2013WRD0280061. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the current home tuition being given to a child (details supplied) in County Cork which 
expires on 15 November; and if it may be extended into the future.  [43247/13]

15/10/2013WRD02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the application to which he refers is currently being considered by my officials and a de-
cision will issue before the mid-term break.  Under the terms of the Home Tuition scheme, 
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children who have a diagnosis of autism in accordance with the prescribed criteria and who 
are aged between 2.5 years and 3 years qualify for 10 hours home tuition as they cannot enrol 
in a school.  Children with special educational needs awaiting an educational placement may, 
as in interim measure, avail of home tuition until a school placement has been identified.  This 
includes children aged from 3 years upwards who cannot access a place in an autism setting 
which can include an early intervention class.  Home Tuition funding is only provided for chil-
dren aged between 3 and 4 years of age with a diagnosis of autism where a placement in an early 
intervention setting is not available.  

15/10/2013WRD02950Schools Building Projects Status

15/10/2013WRD0300062. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has been 
made regarding funding for a school (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [43266/13]

15/10/2013WRD03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school referred to has made an application to my Department for significant capital 
funding for refurbishment works.   In view of the need to ensure that our school system is in 
a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers, the delivery of new schools, together with 
extension projects, are being prioritised in the 5 Year Plan to meet significant demographic 
growth.  As it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression of this school 
project at this time, the school has been asked to consider an alternative option towards address-
ing their accommodation needs.   In that regard, my Department wrote to the school authority 
advising that they identify the most urgent critical works, the costs associated with those works 
and to consider how such works might be phased and submit their proposals to my Department 
for consideration.  A response is awaited from the school authority and once received, the mat-
ter will be considered further.

15/10/2013WRE00150Schools Building Projects Status

15/10/2013WRE0020063. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
the application for new accommodation, including a timeframe for the delivery of a new edu-
cational campus, for an Educate Together primary school (details supplied) in County Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43271/13]

15/10/2013WRE00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in regular communication with the school to which he refers regarding 
the school’s accommodation needs. I am pleased to confirm to the Deputy that my Department 
has approved additional temporary accommodation for September 2013 to accommodate the 
school’s increasing enrolments.   In respect of the school’s longer term needs, I understand that 
the school authority is endeavouring to identify suitable alternative accommodation. My De-
partment will continue to liaise with the school in this regard.

15/10/2013WRE00350Schools Building Projects Status

15/10/2013WRE0040064. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans he has to es-
tablish a multidenominational post-primary school in County Galway in view of the increased 
population figures in recent years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43272/13]
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15/10/2013WRE00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
two new post-primary schools (in Doughiska and Claregalway) opened in September 2013, 
both of which are multi-denominational in ethos. These new schools were established in order 
to provide sufficient places for the increased numbers of post-primary pupils within the general 
area.   The Forward Planning Section of my Department will continue to analyse demographic 
data for all areas of the country, including Galway county, to identify where new schools will 
be required over the coming years. Should the need for any new post primary schools emerge 
in Galway county it will be open to Patron bodies to apply for patronage in line with the estab-
lished process, which was announced in June 2011.

15/10/2013WRE00550Youth Services Provision

15/10/2013WRE0060065. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of students 
under 16 years who are attending out-of-school units instead of mainstream schools; the num-
ber of out-of-school facilities funded by his Department; and the total spend by his Department 
on these units nationwide. [43292/13]

15/10/2013WRE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department provides 
funding of some €4million across a number of projects and centres that engage with and re-
tain children in ongoing education.  Facilities supported by my Department include:  Youth 
Encounter Projects, established in the 1970s as non-residential facilities for children at risk of 
coming into conflict with authority or are at serious risk of dropping out of mainstream school. 
There are five YEPS, three in Dublin and one each in Limerick and Cork, providing 120 places 
for children. The current overall enrolment is 107. YEPs receive a pay and non-pay allocation 
of €1.124 million to cover the employment of all ancillary staff and to cover school running 
costs. Permanent teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) in the school are paid through 
the Primary and SNA Payroll system at an overall cost of €1.85million.   City Motor Sports, 
Swift Alleys, Francis Street, Dublin 8, provides education and training for young people aged 
between 15 and 18 years. It was established in 1995 as City Motor Sports in the south west in-
ner city as a response to widespread joyriding in the locality.   The current enrolment is 14.  My 
Department funds the cost of 51 teaching hours per week at a total cost of €90,375 in 2012 and 
provides a non-pay grant of €113,479 to City of Dublin ETB to meet running costs.  The Car-
line Project is located in a purpose built centre, in Lucan, Co Dublin. It caters for young people 
aged 14 to 17 years. The current enrolment is 22.  My Department funds the cost of 71 teaching 
hours per week at a total cost of €141,787 in 2012 and provides a non-pay grant of €170,000 
to County Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB to meet running costs.  Life Centres are informal 
education centres established by the Christian Brothers in 1996, with the assistance of the Holy 
Faith Sisters, as a response to the needs of young people who have dropped out of mainstream 
education.  There are two Life Centres in Dublin and Cork which receive  a grant of €114,000 
towards running costs and 2,768 teaching hours under the ETB co-operation hours scheme at 
an estimated cost of €233,000.  Matt Talbot Adolescent Service Centre in Co Cork provides 
residential drug and alcohol treatment for 14-18 year old boys. It provides educational courses 
at Junior and Leaving Certificate Level, ECDL and FETAC Levels 3 and 4.  My Department 
provides €190,000, through Cork ETB, towards the cost of instruction staff at the centre.  In 
addition my Department funds the Youthreach programme which provides two years integrated 
education, training and work experience for unemployed early school leavers with incomplete 
qualifications or vocational training who are between 15 and 20 years of age. There are almost 
6,000 places available nationwide under the Youthreach. Almost 3,700 of these places are pro-
vided by ETBs in just over 100 Youthreach centres. Expenditure in the region of €68 million 
was provided for this service in 2012. The majority of the remainder of places are provided by 
FÁS in Community Training Centres which also provides two years integrated education, train-
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ing and work experience incorporating basic skills training, practical work training and general 
education with the application of new technology integrated into all aspects of programme con-
tent.  The overall cost for this service in 2012 amounted to some €43.3million.   A small portion 
of the overall funding in Youthreach includes provision for under 16’s. At the end of December 
2012 the number of learners under 16 enrolled in Youthreach Centers and Community Training 
Centres were 192 and 43 respectively.

15/10/2013WRE00750State Examinations Issues

15/10/2013WRE0080066. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 222, the reason all of the 17 students assignments met the criteria when 
checked by the tutor and internal authenticator but not the external authenticator; if the external 
authenticator writes a report on the marking of the assignments, whether this is this available to 
be seen by the class; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43315/13]

15/10/2013WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): I am informed that the course tutor marking the assessments referred to by the Deputy 
deemed that the candidates had met the required standard.  However, when the assessments 
were reviewed externally this was found not to be the case. This was further verified when all 
assessment materials were reviewed and re-marked by the training contractor’s Subject Matter 
Experts.  I understand that the external authentication report was issued to the training contrac-
tor who undertook a full review of all assessments. This report is not issued to the learners, 
rather to the training contractor to action.  In relation to the seventeen student assessments, 
fourteen students have engaged in the revision process.  Seven have submitted all paperwork 
and are now completed; seven others are in the process of submitting revised course work.  The 
expected final submission date is 18th October, 2013.  Two learners have confirmed that they 
would engage but could not do so at this time due to other commitments; one will not engage 
and wants his provisional results to be used for certification processing.  Should any student not 
resubmit any further revised coursework, their original submissions will be processed through 
for External Authenticator and review, which is planned to take place on 21st October, 2013.  
The associated certification request will be made based on the outcome of this and made known 
to the students shortly after this date.  The incident referred to by the Deputy relates to Cork 
City only.

15/10/2013WRE00950School Funding

15/10/2013WRE0100067. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an emergency grant in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43378/13]

15/10/2013WRE01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding for these works has been approved by my Department.

15/10/2013WRE01150School Management

15/10/2013WRE0120068. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on primary school children (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43424/13]
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15/10/2013WRE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that under the provisions of the Education Act 1998 the Board of Management is the body 
charged with the direct governance of a school.  It is important that the school management 
authority requests parents to ensure that the school is made aware of any medical condition suf-
fered by any pupil attending. Where the school is aware of potential difficulties that may arise 
as a consequence of a medical condition suffered by one or more pupils, it may be possible for 
the management authorities, working in conjunction with the parents, teachers and children 
to put preventative measures in place to lessen the possibility of any difficulties arising or to 
ensure that, if a pupil suffers from an illness requiring medication, that appropriate treatment is 
available.  As the Deputy may be aware, the administration of medicines in primary schools is 
the subject of an agreement between the Irish National Teachers Organisation and the organisa-
tions representing school management at primary level. While this agreement specifies that no 
teacher can be required to administer medicine or drugs to pupils, it also sets out procedures 
that must be followed where a teacher or teachers agree to do so. The position is that either the 
parents of the child should make themselves available to administer medication as required or 
where they wish the staff in the school to administer it they should indemnify the school.   It is 
my Department’s experience that once the matter has been discussed in detail with the Board 
of Management and teachers of a school, and once all parties are clear as to the procedures to 
be followed, arrangements can normally be made to administer the type of medicine which 
may be required. I also wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including the allocation Special Needs Assistants SNAs) to schools, for children who have care 
needs to the extent that SNA support is required to assist them to attend school.  The NCSE op-
erates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education sup-
ports and the staffing resources available to my Department.  All schools have the names and 
contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to dis-
cuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

15/10/2013WRE01350School Transport Provision

15/10/2013WRE0140069. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
publish the unredacted version of the FGS report on school transport administrative charges; if 
he will release all notes, documentation or correspondence his Department has retained on what 
should and should not be redacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43442/13]

15/10/2013WRE0150070. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide clarification on the statement from the FGS report regarding administration charges 
paid to Bus Éireann, whereby the new and lower charges to be levied would be done on a roll-
ing incremental basis with zero basing exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43443/13]

15/10/2013WRE01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 70 together.

The Farrell Grants Sparks (FGS) report entitled “Review of the overhead costs and indirect 
costs for the administration of the school transport scheme” was completed in October 2009.   
In completing its work on this report, FGS entered into a signed confidentiality agreement with 
Bus Éireann having regard to the fact that certain of the information made available to FGS by 
Bus Éireann was deemed to be commercially sensitive.  This report is being considered in the 
context of an FOI request.
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15/10/2013WRE01650School Transport Provision

15/10/2013WRE0170071. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
publish the profit and loss accounts for the school transport scheme; if full accounts have been 
made publicly available; if they have been previously available online; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43444/13]

15/10/2013WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates school transport services on behalf of my Department, maintains 
a separate account for the School Transport Scheme.  This account is audited each year by 
independent auditors and accounts in respect of the last number of years are available on my 
Department’s website.

15/10/2013WRE01850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

15/10/2013WRE0190072. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ap-
prove an application for additional services for a child at a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43466/13]

15/10/2013WRE02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers 
and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources 
available to my Department.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teach-
ing and SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.

The NCSE published details of all of their allocations for resource teaching and SNA sup-
port for the 2013/2014 school year. These details are now available on the NCSE website, www.
ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school on a per county basis.  In relation to 
applications for additional SNA support, schools should contact the NCSE if they have enrolled 
children who were not considered at the time that the SNA allocations were made to schools, 
or where they are seeking a revision to the quantum of SNA support which has been allocated 
to them for the coming school year. In general, a revision to SNA allocations will only be made 
in circumstances where schools have enrolled new pupils, or where schools can demonstrate 
that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for the care needs of all of the qualifying 
children in their school.   Where the NCSE deem a new application for support to be vaild they 
will advise the school of any revised allocation.  All schools have the names and contact details 
of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

15/10/2013WRE02050School Management

15/10/2013WRE0210073. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the guide-
lines offered by his Department to assist schools in managing their finances, with particular 
regard to managing an ongoing deficit in view of the fact that following reductions to the 
capitation and ancillary grants together with the removal of the minor works grant has meant 
that many schools are in debt (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43478/13]
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15/10/2013WRE0220074. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he con-
siders it appropriate that the burden of meeting financial shortfalls in the running of a school is 
the responsibility of a school’s board of management when the funding provided by his Depart-
ment is insufficient in the first instance and, second, the board of management members operate 
in a voluntary capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43480/13]

15/10/2013WRE02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 73 and 74 together.  

Section 15 of the Education Act, 1998 requires the Board of Management, in carrying out its 
functions, to have regard to the efficient use of resources, and in particular, the efficient use of 
state funds. Boards of primary schools therefore have a statutory duty to ensure that appropri-
ate systems and procedures are in place to ensure school resources, including grants, staffing 
and other resources, are managed properly and efficiently and in a manner that provide for ac-
countability to the relevant parties.   The “Constitution of Boards and Rules of Procedure 2011” 
which was issued by the Department in September 2001, set out the role and responsibility 
of Boards of Management of primary schools. That publication includes guidance for Boards 
in relation to finance, grants payments, insurance, accounting practice and budgeting. As the 
Deputy is aware Budget 2012 provided for a 2% reduction in the funding for capitation and 
related grants to primary schools in both 2012 and 2013 and a further 1% in 2014 and 2015.   
Due to my decision to retain posts from previous disadvantage schemes in DEIS Band 1 and 
Band 2 primary schools, it was necessary to generate alternative savings within the primary 
education budget. This was achieved in 2012 by bringing forward 1.5% of the 2% reduction in 
overall capitation funding originally scheduled for this year.  Given the extremely difficult eco-
nomic circumstances that this country is facing and the fact that every Department has had to 
find considerable cost-savings, all expenditure must be examined to see if cost-savings can be 
found. In that context, I cannot give the Deputy any measure of assurance in relation to primary 
capitation rates.

15/10/2013WRE02350Broadband Services Provision

15/10/2013WRE0240075. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the provision of broadband services at a primary school (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43483/13]

15/10/2013WRE02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for 
all recognised primary schools. All contracts under the Schools Broadband Access Programme 
were re-tendered last year under a public procurement competition. As a result of this the num-
ber of service providers has been expanded from 6 to 13 with the aim of ensuring that satisfac-
tory solutions would be awarded to schools. Satellite is only awarded where no other solution 
is available and contracts are put in place for one year only.  S N Seosamh Naomth was re-
tendered for in a mini-competition in August this year to see if a better solution was available 
for the school. A new contract for this school has been awarded to RippleCom.  The school will 
be contacted by the provider in the near future.

15/10/2013WRE02550Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

15/10/2013WRE0260076. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the Residential Institutions Redress Board’s transfer of personal 
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data to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board under section 24 of the 2012 Act, 
strictly to determine whether a person is eligible to make an application to the board and for no 
other purpose, is being disregarded by that board in so far as it has published, in the minutes of 
its 9 July 2013 meeting, information indicating that it intends to use the personal information 
received for informing its criteria and for other purposes, which amounts to misuse of the per-
sonal information referred to at section 24(2)(3) of the 2012 Act; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43493/13]

15/10/2013WRE02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Section 24 of the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Act, 2012 provides that the Redress Board can furnish the RISF with 
the name, address and date of birth of recipients of awards.  The Act stipulates that the informa-
tion can only be used by the RISF to determine a person’s eligibility to make an application to 
the Board.  I understand that the RISF has been furnished with this information in relation to 
awards by the Redress Board. While I understand that the July RISF Board meeting was pre-
sented with a very preliminary analysis of the data, this analysis is being destroyed.  Following 
discussions with my Department,  the RISF has confirmed that the information received from 
the Redress Board will only be used for the purpose set out in the Act and that the information 
is held securely.

15/10/2013WRE02750School Transport Provision

15/10/2013WRE0280077. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Cork was refused free school transport in view of the fact 
that they hold a medical card.  [43522/13]

15/10/2013WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
From the commencement of the 2012/13 school year, under the terms of the Post Primary 
School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 
kms from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus 
Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  Pupils who were eligible for school transport 
prior to the 2012/13 school year, retain their transport eligibility for the duration of their post 
primary education cycle provided there is no change to their circumstances.  Siblings of these 
pupils and other pupils who are not eligible for school transport, may apply for transport on a 
concessionary basis in accordance with the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme. 
Only children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS 
Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual charge.  Bus Éireann, which operates the School 
Transport Schemes on behalf of my Department, has advised that the child referred to by the 
Deputy is not attending her nearest education centre and is therefore not eligible for school 
transport. The child is however, availing of school transport on a concessionary basis.

15/10/2013WRF00200Freedom of Information Remit

15/10/2013WRF0030078. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if minutes from 
meetings of the boards of managements of schools are subject to FOI requests; the legislative 
provision governing this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43529/13]

15/10/2013WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Schools are not currently 
covered by the Freedom of Information Acts.

All Board minutes and other school records and data must be maintained in compliance 
with relevant data protection legislation. The responsibility for compliance with data protection 
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legislation rests with each individual school.

15/10/2013WRF00500Pupil-Teacher Ratio

15/10/2013WRF0060079. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to a class in a national school (details supplied) in County Cork that has 42 
pupils; the steps available to the school to relieve the situation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43546/13]

15/10/2013WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staff-
ing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 
The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of 
schools equally irrespective of location. The configuration of classes and the deployment of 
classroom teachers are done at local school level. The staffing arrangements for schools for the 
current school year, 2013/14 are set out in Department Circular 0013/2013 which is available 
on the website. My Department publishes annual statistics on class size data for each school. 
The most recent statistics are for the 2012/13 school year. The national average class size is 24.7 
pupils. However, with over 20,800 classes in over 3,100 primary schools throughout the coun-
try there will always be variations in class sizes at individual school level. My Department’s 
guidance to local school management is that such variations should be kept to the minimum.

15/10/2013WRF00800School Textbooks

15/10/2013WRF0090080. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will instruct 
his Department to issue a circular to schools urging them to shop around and use more afford-
able textbooks; his views on whether failure to do this is contributing to excessive costs for 
parents of school-going children; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43548/13]

15/10/2013WRF0100081. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will intro-
duce an approval system by his Department for school textbooks that reach a certain standard 
of quality, similar to approval systems used for food products, restaurants, accommodation and 
so on; his views on whether such a development would be good for competition and would help 
drive down prices for parents as it would give new entrants to the textbook publishing market 
an opportunity to show that their products have reached the required standard and thereby reas-
sure teachers deciding on which book to choose for their class that the new entrants’ products 
are of adequate standard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43549/13]

15/10/2013WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 80 and 81together.

Educational book publishers are independent private companies not under the direct con-
trol of the Department. I have no powers to regulate the textbook market, as suggested by the 
Deputy.

Apart from a small number of prescribed texts at second-level, mainly in the case of lan-
guage subjects, decisions on textbooks are taken at school level. I agree with the Deputy that 
schools should seriously consider the cost of textbooks when deciding which ones to use. I have 
encouraged schools to adopt a more cost-conscious approach to the selection of books in their 
classes.



Questions - Written Answers

158

As the Deputy may be aware I launched “Guidelines for Developing Textbook Rental 
Schemes in Schools” on the 28th January last.

These Guidelines provide practical advice to primary and post-primary schools on how 
rental schemes can be established and operated. The aim of the Guidelines is to help as many 
schools as possible to start such book rental programmes.

The publication of these Guidelines followed a survey of schools conducted in 2011 by the 
Department. This had a 99% response rate at primary level, and showed that 76% of primary 
schools operate a book rental scheme. At second level, the response rate was lower, at 44%. Of 
those which did respond, 88% of those in the VEC sector and 73% of those in the Community 
& Comprehensive sector operated a book rental scheme.

I believe these results show that we have a good foundation to build on across the country. I 
hope that schools that are not yet operating book rental schemes will be encouraged to use the 
Guidelines to introduce them. If they do, it will result in substantial savings for parents. Schools 
which already have rental schemes can save parents up to 80% of the cost of buying new books.

A special “Guide for Parents” was also published, to inform them of how the schemes oper-
ate and how parents can help schools to establish and run them. I have been very clear in my 
support for book rental schemes. All of us who are parents know how expensive textbooks can 
be and what a burden it places on already hard pressed families at the start of every school year.

I am pleased to see the high level of book rental schemes in operation at primary level and 
I believe that these Guidelines will encourage this practice across all schools in our education 
landscape.

I also published a Report on Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools and the Allocation of 
Textbook Grants by the Department of Education & Skills in May 2012. This report presented 
four policy options to encourage schools to establish textbook rental schemes. None of the op-
tions are ideal, each one involves a trade-off of advantages and disadvantages. The Department 
will collect information on the number of schools operating book rental schemes this year as 
part of the annual enrolment data returns from primary and post-primary schools.

I will continue to monitor the number of schools operating book rental schemes, and if it 
proves necessary consider further steps to encourage schools to do so.

15/10/2013WRF01200Third Level Charges

15/10/2013WRF0130082. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in line 
with recommendations of the Union of Students in Ireland, he will look into commissioning 
research on the financial impacts on students and families of the incremental increases of the 
student contribution charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43551/13]

15/10/2013WRF0140087. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
the reduction of the student contribution charge which will have increased by 50% in 2015; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43649/13]

15/10/2013WRF0150088. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure that no deferred payment model of funding higher education is introduced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43650/13]

15/10/2013WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
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Nos. 82, 87 and 88 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, the Student Contribution stands at €2,500 for the current aca-
demic year and is payable by students who qualify under my Department’s free fees schemes. 
I have already signalled my intention to increase the Student Contribution by €250 each year 
hereafter until the 2015/16 academic year when the contribution will stand at €3,000. The Con-
tribution is paid by the Exchequer in respect of students who qualify under my Department’s 
Student Grant Scheme (some 40%).

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) is undertaking a study on the sustainability of the 
current funding system for higher education. This study was initiated at my request and an 
initial report has been published. This report makes it clear that immediate work is required to 
prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through a sustainable 
funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector while protect-
ing the quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will be advised 
further as this work progresses. The report will help inform decision-making as to the future 
funding of the sector.

15/10/2013WRF01700Special Educational Needs Staffing

15/10/2013WRF0180083. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of special needs assistants working with pupils in mainstream primary schools, mainstream 
secondary schools, and schools for children with special needs; the number of students they 
worked with for each of the past five years. [43553/13]

15/10/2013WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers 
and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources 
available to my Department.

There are 10,575 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts available for allocation in the 
2013/14 school year which is the same number of posts which were available for allocation for 
the 2012/13 school year. The NCSE has notified schools of their SNA allocation for 2013/14, 
based on the number of valid applications received and the extent of the care needs of qualify-
ing children.

The NCSE has published details of all of their allocations for resource teaching and SNA 
support for the 2013/2014 school year. These details are now available on the NCSE website, 
www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made for each school on a per county basis.

At the outset of the current school year there were 6,269 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) 
SNA posts allocated in primary schools and 2,092 WTE posts allocated in Post Primary schools. 
2,130 posts were allocated to Special Schools to support pupils enrolled in those schools. The 
NCSE has advised that the initial allocation of SNAs for the current school year is supporting 
about 22,000 pupils.

Every child who meets the criteria for access to SNA support in the current school year is in 
receipt of this support. The remaining posts are available for allocation throughout the school 
year for new assessments of disability, new entrants, or emergency or late applications, in ac-
cordance with the terms of the SNA scheme.
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The NCSE has advised that the historic information relating to the numbers of children sup-
ported by SNAS is not immediately available. I have arranged to have the Deputy’s information 
request forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply, for provision of available 
information.

15/10/2013WRF02000Schools Refurbishment

15/10/2013WRF0210084. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills in a case where a 
school is approved for a grant for improvement works that require planning permission, if the 
provision of the grant may be extended where the planning permission process takes longer 
than envisaged; if discretion will be given in individual cases; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43560/13]

15/10/2013WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that where a school authority can clearly demonstrate that the planning permission 
process is delaying their project my Department will grant an extension of time provided the 
school authority is making every effort to address the issues delaying the granting of planning 
permission.

15/10/2013WRF02300Schools Building Projects Status

15/10/2013WRF0240085. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to date 
with the provision of a new school building for Clifden community school, when it is expected 
construction will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43631/13]

15/10/2013WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, stage 2(b). The proj-
ect was included in the ‘Investment in Infrastructure & Jobs’ Programme announced in June 
2013.

A Revised Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is expected shortly from the Design Team 
for review by my Department and will include a prequalified list of contractors. On satisfactory 
completion of stage 2 (b) and assuming no further issues arise, authorisation will then be given 
to proceed to tender and construction.

15/10/2013WRF02600Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

15/10/2013WRF0270086. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he plans to 
continue the student grant scheme, ensure it does not endure further budgetary cuts and protect 
the maintenance grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43647/13]

15/10/2013WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There was no change in Bud-
get 2013 to any of the student grant rates including the non-adjacent or adjacent rates of grant, 
or the higher special rate of grant, for the 2013 financial year.

As the Deputy will be aware, the reality of our economic situation presents significant chal-
lenges that have to be reconciled with limitations on public resources. This is a very stark real-
ity, which, unfortunately, means that changes to any public service, including the student grant 
scheme, cannot be ruled out.
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I empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the 
student grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and 
higher education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to 
be made to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

For this reason it is the responsibility of Government to take into consideration all areas of 
public services when formulating Budget 2014. Ultimately, our budgetary decisions now will 
play a major part in creating a sustainable economy and in regaining our economic indepen-
dence. As the Deputy will be aware all proposals made in relation to education expenditure, 
including changes to student grants, will be considered in the context of the Budget 2014.

  Questions Nos. 87 and 88 answered with Question No. 82.

15/10/2013WRF03000Postgraduate Loan Scheme Implementation

15/10/2013WRF0310089. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
secure a more favourable loan scheme for postgraduate students which now, with the abolition 
of the maintenance grant for postgraduate students in budget 2012, can have interest rates of up 
to 10.8%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43654/13]

15/10/2013WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following discussions with 
my Department, with support and advice from the National Treasury Management Agency, a 
specific loan initiative was introduced by Bank of Ireland in 2012 to provide finance for fees 
and living costs for postgraduate students.  While developed in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills, it is a Bank of Ireland product and further information on the 
terms and conditions of the loan is available from the bank.A number of financial institutions 
offer loans to assist students with costs associated with their studies.

I have no plans at present to engage in further discussions with financial institutions.

15/10/2013WRF03300Student Grant Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRF0340090. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan received a grant towards university fees of just 
€2,000, considering the person’s course fees are €7,500; if he will ensure that the balance of 
fees is paid as this person cannot afford to pay the balance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [43677/13]

15/10/2013WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has, following an appeal, been awarded the maximum postgraduate fee grant of €6,270.  
This amount has now been fully paid to the institution in respect of the academic year 2012/13.

Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees. Details in relation to this relief are 
available from the Revenue Commissioners.

In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through 
the access offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.

15/10/2013WRF03600International Agreements
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15/10/2013WRF0370091. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress being made towards ratification of the Council of Europe convention on access to 
information; when ratification is anticipated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43194/13]

15/10/2013WRF03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand 
based on the latest information available to my Department, that the  Convention referred to in 
the Deputy’s question, which opened for signing on 18 June 2009, has been ratified by six of 
forty seven member States of the Council of Europe (i.e. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary, 
Lithuania, Montenegro, Norway and Sweden).  The Convention must be ratified by ten mem-
ber countries before it comes into effect.  So far it is understood that fourteen member States 
have signed the Convention.  The enactment of the Freedom of Information Bill, 2013 by the 
Oireachtas in due course will allow for further consideration to be given to the scope for Ireland 
to join the Convention.

15/10/2013WRF03900National Procurement Service Savings

15/10/2013WRF0400092. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his posi-
tion regarding the negative consequences of the national procurement service; the average size 
of a supplier to a State agency in 2012 and in each of the past five years; the total number of 
suppliers to State agencies in 2012 and in each of the past five years; the average size in mon-
etary terms of State agency contracts in 2012 and in each of the past five years; the number of 
contracts supplied by firms located outside the State in 2012 and in each of the past five years; 
and if he has undertaken any research into the impact of the policies of the national procurement 
service on the small to medium-sized enterprise sector.  [43313/13]

15/10/2013WRF04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am keenly 
aware that public procurement can be an important source of business for Irish small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs). I am also aware of the need for Departments and Offices to make 
every effort to contain and reduce all administrative costs. The current programme of reform 
will lead to reductions in the cost of goods and services; better procurement services at lower 
cost; increased levels of professionalism among staff responsible for procurement; and better 
performance management of the central procurement function.

A significant element of the procurement reform programme will be a move towards cen-
tralisation of data collection in the area of procurement activity.  Currently public service pro-
curement activity is transacted by several hundred contracting authorities throughout the State.  
The size of these individual contracts or the size of the suppliers who win these contracts is 
not data that is currently collected centrally and therefore is not available for the Deputy.  It is 
planned that under the new Office of Government Procurement (OGP) a sizeable data collec-
tion project will be launched.

Year Number of Con-
tracts to Irish 
Companies

Value of Con-
tracts to Irish 
Companies 
€’000

Number of Con-
tracts to Non-
Irish Companies

Value of Con-
tracts to non 
Irish Companies 
€’000

2008 943 3,721,710 296 568,392
2009 771 2,382,714 172 752,360
2010 660 2,752,505 115 293,096
2011 747 2,036,355 123 240,111
The table sets out details on all contracts across the public sector, which were above the EU 
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Threshold, where contract award notices were published, where the nationality of the winning 
tenderer was disclosed and which were published on eTenders in the period 2008 to 2011. The 
data compiled represents an approximate 75% response rate from all public sector bodies who 
were requested to submit returns to the National Procurement Service in order to compile this 
data. It should be noted that the figures for 2012 are currently being compiled and as such can-
not be provided to the Deputy. I am informed that the above data has been collect from contract-
ing authorities in respect of competitive processes:

i) which were above the EU Threshold,

ii) where contract award notices were published,

iii) where the nationality of the winning tenderer was disclosed.

In order to assist SMEs my department has issued guidelines (Circular 10/10) that require 
public bodies to promote participation of SMEs in the award of public contracts. The key provi-
sions of the guidance include:

- supplies and general services contracts with an estimated value of €25,000 or more to be 
advertised on the www.etenders.gov.ie website;

- less use of “restrictive” tendering procedures and greater use of “open” tendering;

- ensuring that the levels set by contracting authorities for suitability criteria are justified and 
proportionate to the needs of the contract; and

- sub-dividing larger requirements into lots where this is practical and can be done without 
compromising efficiency and value for money.

In addition my Department is keen to streamline procurement processes – consistent with 
its value for money, legal, transparency and probity objectives. In order to reduce the costs 
involved in participating or conducting the procurement process, the National Procurement 
Service as part of the new Office of Government Procurement is promoting standardisation and 
simplification of the public procurement function.  It has published a suite of model tendering 
and contract documents which will help both businesses and buyers to reduce administrative 
costs.

The National Procurement Service is focussed on positive measures aimed at ensuring that 
SMEs are able to take full advantage of the public procurement opportunities that arise and 
are available to them. For example the NPS facilitate seminars for SMEs which cover all the 
issues relating to competing for public procurement contracts, including: Public Procurement 
regulations, accessing the market opportunities, the tendering process and general guidance on 
how companies should approach the preparation of tender. A number of seminars were also 
delivered to ISME and to Chambers of Commerce. Workshops were also delivered on public 
procurement opportunities in association with Enterprise Ireland and InterTrade Ireland. The 
NPS has also produced a leaflet “Top Tendering Tips for Public Sector Contracts” which is 
freely available.

In order to encourage greater SME participation the National Procurement Service, over 
the past three years, has conducted a targeted programme of education for suppliers who wish 
to learn more about doing business with the Irish Public Service.  This programme consists of 
seminars, workshops and large scale ‘meet the buyer’ events hosted nationwide.  To date the 
NPS has facilitated workshops and presented at seminars to over 4,500 SMEs nationwide. Par-
allel with these events the NPS also works closely with business representative bodies such as 
ISME and IBEC to provide briefings for their members.
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15/10/2013WRG00200Flood Risk Insurance Cover

15/10/2013WRG0030093. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the discussions between the Office of Public Works and the Insurance 
Federation of Ireland on insurance for homes that flood or are risk of flooding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43457/13]

15/10/2013WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works does not have any function or powers in relation to the 
regulation of the insurance market in Ireland. The discussions that have  taken place between 
the Office of Public Works and Insurance Ireland (formerly the Irish Insurance Federation) 
have been limited to considering and agreeing a format for the exchange of information regard-
ing completed OPW flood relief schemes which the insurance industry can take into account 
in assessing flood risk cover in locations where such works have been carried out.  A Working 
Group comprising of representatives of the insurance industry and the Office of Public Works 
was established earlier this year to oversee the detailed work involved.

Agreement on the format of that information has been reached and the OPW has supplied 
an initial batch of information to Insurance Ireland, including the design standard and extent of 
benefitting properties and lands in a number of locations where capital flood protection works 
have been completed by OPW in recent years.   

The OPW met with Insurance Ireland recently to review the arrangements and timelines for 
Insurance Ireland’s constituent member companies to incorporate that information into their IT 
platforms and risk assessment systems. This work will take time but it is hoped that the insur-
ance companies will be in a position to have their systems updated and operational before year 
end.

The OPW will be providing additional information to Insurance Ireland at regular intervals.        

The provision of house insurance and the nature of the cover provided remains a commer-
cial matter between each householder and the companies operating in the insurance market in 
Ireland.  

15/10/2013WRG00500Flood Prevention Measures

15/10/2013WRG0060094. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason remedial works on the River Clare in County Galway to prevent further flooding are not 
complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43643/13]

15/10/2013WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): It is important to point out at the outset that major flood relief works such as the Clare 
River flood relief scheme involve complex engineering and construction operations which in-
evitably involve lengthy lead-in times, with each scheme having its own unique set of variables 
to be considered.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) works with the relevant Local Authority 
to try to ensure that the scheme proposals are acceptable to local people, and must also ensure 
that the requirements of environmental and other stakeholders are met as far as possible.

A Public Exhibition of the Clare River scheme was held in late 2012 and stakeholders were 
afforded an opportunity to send in their observations on the scheme proposals. A number of 
responses were received, including a detailed submission by the Department of Arts, Heritage 
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and the Gaeltacht in relation to nature conservation and underwater archaeology aspects of the 
proposed works. The issues raised were considered fully by the OPW, where necessary with 
in-depth technical input from the consultants for the scheme, and have been addressed where 
appropriate. The scheme will be submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for Confirmation (i.e. statutory approval) shortly and it is expected that construction will com-
mence before the end of the year in areas that do not have particular environmental or weather 
restraints, subject to approval being given by the Minister.

I would point out that very substantial advance works, involving construction of an ad-
ditional flood eye at Claregalway Bridge and construction of a new bridge at Crusheeny, have 
already been carried out.  These advance works have had  a substantial positive effect in reduc-
ing the flood levels in these areas.

15/10/2013WRG00800Recycling Policy

15/10/2013WRG0090095. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
sons the Office of Public Works is refusing Kerry County Council permission to locate a re-
cycling bring bank on the site of a Garda station (details supplied) in County Kerry which is 
jointly owned by the OPW and the Garda, in view of the fact that the Garda has no objections; 
and if he is facilitating the granting of permission, as this site is the only suitable location for 
such a facility according to Kerry County Council.  [43263/13]

15/10/2013WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Garda station site in Ardfert, County Kerry includes a Garda residential property 
adjacent to the Garda station.  While the residence is currently unoccupied any decision to 
facilitate the bottle bank at this location would impact negatively on future occupants of the 
residence. In addition, there are security concerns with placing a bottle bank adjacent to a Garda 
station.

15/10/2013WRG01100Office of Public Works Properties

15/10/2013WRG0120096. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the visitor 
numbers to the Office of Public Works site the Casino in Marino, Dublin 3, in the years 2010, 
2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; if there are plans to refurbish same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [43385/13]

15/10/2013WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The visitor numbers for the Casino were: 2010 – 6,425; 2011 – 12,047; 2012 – 7,444; 
2013 – 11,347 (to date).

There are no plans to refurbish the Casino. The Office of Public Works has commenced sur-
veys with a view to examining the condition of the exterior of the building and remedial work 
will, if necessary, take place in the next few years.

15/10/2013WRG01400Flood Relief Schemes Applications

15/10/2013WRG0150097. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding an application to the Office of Public Works from emergency flood relief work 
to the Cullawa river, Rathmore, County Kerry; and if the approval for commencement of works 
will be given at an early date to ensure it is completed before the winter.  [43608/13]
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15/10/2013WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Funding of €40,000 in respect of an application submitted by Kerry County Council 
under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme to undertake channel 
works on the Cullavaw River at Rathmore, has been approved. 

The progression of the works is a matter for the Council.

15/10/2013WRG01700Foreign Direct Investment

15/10/2013WRG0180098. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide details of the inventive schemes available from his Department to encourage foreign 
direct investment in Ireland in the green energy sector. [43094/13]

15/10/2013WRG0190099. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
detail incentivisation schemes available from his Department to encourage foreign direct in-
vestment in Ireland in the green energy sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43279/13]

15/10/2013WRG02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 98 and 99 together.

IDA Ireland actively markets Ireland as an investment location for international companies 
in the green energy/renewable technologies space and sees this sector as a growth area into the 
future.  This particular area differs from many of the other sectors which IDA Ireland promotes 
because of the growing domestic market opportunity around our natural resources in wind and 
tidal strength.  IDA Ireland engages with developers and manufacturers to ensure that as much 
of the green energy supply chain as possible creates sustainable jobs in this country.

All of the financial (grant aid) and non-financial supports used by IDA Ireland to attract and 
develop various sectors are also available to the Green Energy Sector, subject to compliance 
with relevant eligibility criterion and EU State Aid requirements.

IDA Ireland offers a wide range of financial assistance including capital, employment, train-
ing, R&D and environmental supports to companies wishing to locate or expand their existing 
operation in Ireland. A brief description of the types of grand aid made available by IDA is set 
out in the attached Appendix.

Appendix to Questions Nos. 43094 & 43279

Brief description of the types of grant aid payable by IDA Ireland

- Capital grants are available to subsidise expenditure of the purchase of land and buildings 
and new plant and equipment.

- Employment grants are available where permanent full-time positions are created and are 
the most commonly used type of grant.

- IDA’s policy emphasis in relation to Research and Development (R&D) Grants is on   the 
need to help existing clients to move up the value chain and ensure companies are focused on 
activities which will secure competitiveness and strategic importance within the overall corpo-
ration through Research and Development.

- The Training Grants scheme is focused on assisting training programmes that will consti-
tute a significant upgrading of the skills base of clients, and which makes a substantial contribu-
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tion to the Irish companies’ long term competitiveness.

- The Environmental Aid Support Scheme assists IDA Ireland client companies to achieve 
improved international competitiveness through the production of goods and services in a man-
ner that is more energy efficient and environmentally sustainable.  The Scheme has five ele-
ments which are considered the most appropriate and implementable of the extensive range of 
state aid measures covered by current EU environmental guidelines.

1. Environmental investment aid for High Efficient Co-generation (CHP);

2. Aid for the promotion of Renewal Energy Sources;

3. Environmental investment aid for Energy Saving Measures;

4. Aid for Environmental Studies;

5. Investment Aid for Environmental Protection.

Grant aid is permitted only towards those additional costs that are incurred by client com-
panies investing in environmental protection projects that exceed the mandatory standards re-
quired by EU and National Legislation.

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) provides technical advisory services to IDA and client 
companies to ensure that the applicant’s investment project is eligible and appropriate.

15/10/2013WRG02100IDA Jobs Data

15/10/2013WRG02200100. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the 
total number of jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency relating to the field of 
customer support for each year since 2007. [43015/13]

15/10/2013WRG02300101. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the 
jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency relating to the field of customer support, 
as a percentage of total jobs promoted by the IDA for each year since 2007. [43016/13]

15/10/2013WRG02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 100 and 101 together.

The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that 
are supported by the enterprise development agencies.  The Survey tracks employment by 
NACE codes i.e a pan-European classification system which groups organisations according 
to their business activities.  Customer support jobs fall within the International Services code.

The attached tabular statement sets out the total number of jobs in IDA client companies in 
each of the years 2007 to 2012, the total number of jobs within the International Services Code 
in IDA client companies for the same period and shows the International Services jobs as a 
percentage of total IDA supported  jobs.

Table Showing: 

(a) the total number of jobs in IDA client companies in each of the years 2007 to 2012;

(b) the total number of jobs within the International Services Code in IDA client companies 
for the same period; and 
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(c) International Services jobs as a percentage of total IDA supported jobs

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
(a) Total Jobs in 
IDA client compa-
nies 

155,949 152,514 138,171 139,760 145,847 152,785

(b) Permanent 
employment within 
in International ser-
vices in IDA client 
companies 

45,346 45,780 41,197 43,057 46,823 51,128

(c) International 
Services as a 
percentage of total 
IDA supported  jobs

29% 30 % 30% 31% 32% 33 %

15/10/2013WRG02500Intellectual Property Protocol

15/10/2013WRG02600102. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
his attention has been drawn to a study published on 1 October 2013 by the European Patents 
Office and the Office for the Harmonisation of the Internal Market that 35% of all European 
economic activity arises from intellectual property rights; if he will provide a comparable per-
centage figure for Ireland; the steps he is taking to ensure that the Government protects the 
intellectual property rights of companies trading in the Irish market; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43056/13]

15/10/2013WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): The recently published study referred to by the Deputy carried out jointly by the 
Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM) and the European Patent Office is the 
first ever EU-wide study of the impact of Intellectual Property Rights on the European economy 
in terms of GDP, employment, wages and trade.  The study focussed on data collected from 
twenty-seven EU Member States and covers the two-year period 2008 to 2010.

The study found that about 40% of total economic activity in the EU amounting to some 
€4.7 trillion annually is generated by industries that are referred to as being  IPR-intensive in 
the sense that they are significant users of Intellectual Property rights to support their economic 
activity.  Furthermore, it was found that approximately 35% of all employment in the EU (77 
million jobs) stems from industries that have a higher than average use of Intellectual Property 
rights.  

While my officials have not had the opportunity to consider the study in detail, it is seen as 
providing important data that will underpin and inform evidence-based policy making in the 
area of Intellectual Property.  It appears also to establish a clear link between the use of Intellec-
tual Property rights and stimulating innovation and creativity leading ultimately to job creation.

Ireland’s rating in the study is very favourable. Ireland rates first in terms of GDP share in 
all IPR-intensive industries in the EU, first for GDP share of copyright-intensive industries and, 
first for GDP share of trade mark-intensive industries.  Ireland performs well also in relation 
to other rankings, positioned third in the EU for GDP share of patent-intensive industries and 
above average employment share in copyright-intensive industries. Ireland has the highest per-
centage of IP-intensive employment from industries based outside the European Union.  This 
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can be attributed to the level of high quality foreign direct investment that we have successfully 
attracted to locate here.

This Government has focussed on ensuring Ireland’s Intellectual Property regime compares 
favourably with best international practice.  The Action Plan for Jobs has targeted enhance-
ments in Ireland’s IP regime as intrinsic to establishing high-quality employment in Ireland.  
New protocols for managing IP from collaborative research in research institutions and promot-
ing Ireland as an IP jurisdiction in the context of financial services all play their part.  

During the Irish EU Presidency, an agreement to establish a Unified Patent Court was signed 
in February 2013 which, when established alongside the EU unitary patent system, will help to 
streamline patenting in Europe making it more affordable to secure and enforce patent rights in 
Europe.  This is particularly important for small and medium sized enterprises.

A report by the Copyright Review Committee set up in 2011 to examine the existing Copy-
right regime and to specifically examine whether it presents any barriers to innovation is ex-
pected to be published shortly.  I will be reviewing this with interest to consider and examine if 
modifications to the copyright regime are required.  

15/10/2013WRG02800EU-US Trade

15/10/2013WRG02900103. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on the current state of negotiations of a transatlantic trade and investment partnership 
between the EU and US; his views on whether the partnership should include clauses empow-
ering EU and US based companies to take private legal cases directly against Governments at 
international tribunals where they find that national laws in areas such as public health, environ-
mental and social protection infringe their right to business; the implications of such a clause 
for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43057/13]

15/10/2013WRG03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Negotiations 
between the EU and the US on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) began 
formally in July, with the first round of negotiations held in Washington in the week beginning 
8 July 2013.  The second round was due to have taken place in Brussels from 7-11 October, but 
this was cancelled at the request of the U.S. due to difficulties caused by the partial government 
shutdown in the U.S.  The EU Commission is responsible for negotiating on behalf of the EU, 
and it is doing so on the basis of a wide mandate from the EU Council of Ministers.  From the 
feedback I have had thus far, I am satisfied that the EU Commission is approaching these nego-
tiations in an assiduous and comprehensive way.  It is planned that the EU Trade Commissioner, 
Mr Karel De Gucht, will bring Ministers up to date on the state of play of negotiations at the 
Council of Ministers meeting on 18 October.

I am conscious of the issues arising in relation to Investor-State Dispute Settlement.  It is 
clear that the State has the right to regulate in areas such as public health, environmental and 
social protection and this will continue to be the case.  It is far too early to say whether and 
if so under what conditions Investor-State Dispute Settlement provisions might feature in an 
eventual TTIP Agreement.

15/10/2013WRG03100Tobacco Control Measures

15/10/2013WRG03200104. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
Department is participating in the high level implementation group to oversee the project plan 
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for the introduction of plain packaging of tobacco products; if his officials will highlight the 
extent of illicit trade in the tobacco sector and the negative impact it is having on jobs in the 
retail sector; if he will summarise the viewpoints expressed by his Department to the group; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43058/13]

15/10/2013WRG03300Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): The Government announced on the 28th May last that it intends to bring forward 
legislation for the introduction of plain or standardised packaging for tobacco products in Ire-
land. The Department of Health is the leading Department on this matter and the Minister of 
Health has set up a High Level Implementation Group to oversee the project plan for the imple-
mentation of standardised packaging for tobacco products legislation. 

My Department has nominated a representative to the group and attended the two meet-
ings of the group to date. I understand the work of the group is on-going. My Department has 
outlined to the group from an Intellectual Property perspective the potential issues arising in 
relation to domestic and international law.  

The Revenue Commissioners are the appropriate authority to answer the Deputy’s question 
in relation to the extent of illicit trade in the tobacco sector and the negative impact it is having 
on jobs in the retail sector.

15/10/2013WRG03400IDA Funding

15/10/2013WRG03500105. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the an-
nual budget for the Industrial Development Agency. [43104/13]

15/10/2013WRG03600106. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the an-
nual budget for the Industrial Development Agency; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43287/13]

15/10/2013WRG03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 105 and 106 together.

The total Exchequer allocation for IDA for the year 2013, as published in Revised Estimates 
Allocation for 2013 (REV) is €117.447 m. made up of €38.447m. in current monies and €79m 
in capital monies. 

Amid significant economic challenges globally and locally, IDA Ireland achieved a strong 
FDI performance in recent years  In 2012, IDA Ireland won 145 individual investments, with 
6,570 net new jobs gains in IDA Ireland client companies across a broad range of sectors, rep-
resenting the third consecutive year of growth in net employment   IDA Ireland’s performance 
in the first 6 months of 2013 has been solid with 70 FDI investments, with potential to create in 
the region of 7,000 jobs being secured.

15/10/2013WRG03800IDA Staff

15/10/2013WRG03900107. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in the Industrial Development Agency 
in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to 
€40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, 
€80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, 
€150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, 
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€300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, 
and more than €500,000.  [43421/13]

15/10/2013WRG04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Information 
in relation to employees of IDA Ireland is a day to day operational matter for the agency and I 
have requested that IDA Ireland respond directly to the Deputy. 

15/10/2013WRH00150IDA Jobs Data

15/10/2013WRH00200108. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency for rates of pay less than 
€10,000 per annum; between €10,000 and €20,000; and in salary bands of €10,000 for those 
more than €150,000 for each year since 2007. [43462/13]

15/10/2013WRH00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses on companies that are supported by 
the industrial development agencies.  Figures are compiled on an annual basis and aggregated 
at county level.  Information is provided by companies on a confidential basis for statistical 
purposes only.  The survey does not track job gains and losses by salary.  The tabular statement 
sets out the total number of jobs in IDA Ireland client companies in each of the years from 2007 
to 2012.

Table showing the total number of jobs in IDA Ireland client companies in each of the 
years 2007 to 2012 inclusive

YEAR 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total 
number 
of jobs in 
IDA client 
companies 

155,949 152,910 138,654 140,281 146,215 152,785

15/10/2013WRH00350Joint Labour Committees Abolition

15/10/2013WRH00400109. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to his recent announcement regarding the re-introduction of the joint labour committee 
system in a reduced and amended manner, if he will provide clarification regarding his intention 
to abolish the joint labour committees that deal with terms and conditions for staff in the hotel 
sector in Dublin; the impact of this on the hotel sector outside of Dublin and in rural areas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43562/13]

15/10/2013WRH00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 1 October 
last, I published the Report of the Labour Court’s Review of the Joint Labour Committee (JLC) 
system. The Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012 provides that reviews of each JLC 
be carried out by the Labour Court, as soon as practicable after the commencement of the Act, 
and at least once every 5 years thereafter. The review assisted the Labour Court’s  deliberations 
as to whether any JLC should be abolished, maintained in its current form, amalgamated with 
another JLC or its establishment order amended and the Labour Court is required to make rec-
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ommendations to me to this effect.

The usual practice in JLCs in terms of convening meetings is for the worker representa-
tives to seek a meeting to review pay and conditions of employment in terms of the remit of 
the particular JLC. The Labour Court report noted that, prior to 2011 when the existing JLCs 
were suspended, there were no meetings of the JLC for hotels in Dublin. This implied that for 
14 years there had been no requirement for a JLC for Dublin or related Employment Regulation 
Orders (EROs) to provide protection for workers in hotels in the Dublin area. In effect, there 
has never been a operational JLC for hotels in Dublin.

Accordingly, as the JLC for Dublin and Dun Laoghaire hotels was never active, the Labour 
Court concluded that there was no demand for such in Dublin, (or in the County Borough of 
Cork, which has never been encompassed by a hotel JLC), and therefore it should be abolished.

The Hotels (Other excluding Cork) JLC is to be retained, with an amended ERO to provide 
clarity as to what employees it applies to.

The amended Establishment Order for a Hotels JLC will take account of hotel employees 
that work in leisure facilities and those employed by the hotel or a related business engaged in 
the provision of personal services such as health, and beautician services provided on the prem-
ises to customers of the hotel, as well as ‘outdoor grounds workers’ and is aimed at reflecting a 
more accurate picture of the services hotels offer today.

This amendment provides clarity to who is covered by the JLC and removes the ‘incidental’ 
wording previously used to encompass hotel employees who worked in the range of services 
provided by hotels.

The Report of the Labour Court sits very much within the context of the continuous pro-
cess of reform in an area of industrial relations and wage setting whose objective is balancing 
improvement in Ireland’s competitiveness by enhancing wage flexibility while also ensuring 
protection for vulnerable workers. 

The Industrial Relations Act, 2012, was very much part of the process of reform and intro-
duced flexibility for employers in the context of JLCs and Establishment Orders and set specific 
parameters within which JLCs can operate. 

For example, in proposing EROs that will give general effect to JLC proposals, the Labour 
Court must have regard to the legitimate interests of employers and workers, including:

- the financial and commercial interests of the employers,

- the desirability of agreeing and maintaining efficient and sustainable work practices,

- the desirability of maintaining competitiveness,

- the desirability of agreeing and maintaining fair and sustainable minimum rates of remu-
neration appropriate to the sector,

- the levels of employment and unemployment in the sector in question,

- the general level of wages in comparable sectors, and

- The current national minimum hourly rate of pay, and the appropriateness of fixing a 
higher statutory minimum hourly rate of pay.

The Act also made provision to introduce enhanced flexibility for employers to enable them 



15 October 2013

173

respond to changing economic circumstances in that companies are able to derogate from EROs 
in cases of financial difficulty. The scope of JLCs has been narrowed in that JLCs no longer set 
conditions of employment covered by universal standards provided for in existing legislation. 
In particular they will not set Sunday premium rates. In addition, record-keeping requirements 
for employers in the sectors covered by JLCs have been reduced.

It is important to remember that the JLC Establishment Orders envisaged will provide only 
a framework within which employers and employee representatives can come together volun-
tarily and negotiate terms and conditions of workers in their respective sector. For vulnerable 
workers, the advantage of JLCs is that they see fair terms and conditions such as wage rates, 
sick pay etc. agreed and given effect by ERO, while for some employers, the advantage of the 
JLC system, based as it is on the principle of self-governance, means that they can agree and set 
minimum pay and conditions, agree on work practices which are custom-made to their industry 
– a flexibility which cannot be achieved by primary legislation. Where both parties to a JLC see 
commonality of purpose and outcome then an agreement may emerge.

In addition, a key element of the reforms provided for in the Act is the introduction of provi-
sions to ensure comprehensive Oireachtas and Ministerial oversight of the JLC system.

This process sits very much within the context of Ireland’s voluntarist system of industrial 
relations.

15/10/2013WRH00550Tax Compliance

15/10/2013WRH00600110. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
remove the condition in the Consolidated Companies Act 2012 whereby small and medium 
businesses are subject to a compulsory audit for late filing of returns and instead apply a finan-
cial penalty, thereby removing the risk of significant costs to the business for accountants and 
auditors while simultaneously removing the risk of auditors-accountants being unable to recoup 
their fees.  [43565/13]

15/10/2013WRH00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I requested 
that the matter of loss of audit exemption due to late filing of annual returns be examined by 
the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in 2011. This request was with a view to receiving a 
recommendation on whether any change should be made to the combined regime of late filing 
penalties and loss of audit exemption for qualifying companies in the case of late filing. The 
CLRG, which is composed of many company law practitioners and members of the accounting 
profession, recommended no change to the present regime.

Section 53 of the Companies (Auditing and Accounting) Act 2003 sets out that a company, 
having met the conditions in section 32 (3) of the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1999, 
is not entitled to the exemption from the requirement to have its accounts audited in a financial 
year unless it has made its annual return on time for that year and the previous year. While I 
support reducing burdens on business where warranted by circumstances, in the present case 
it is in the public interest that companies comply with filing requirements with the Companies 
Registration Office so that stakeholders and other interested parties have timely access to this 
essential information. 

15/10/2013WRH00750Companies Law Issues

15/10/2013WRH00800111. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
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progress that has been made in considering an extension of the audit exemption to companies 
limited by guarantee, based on the recommendations of the Company Law Review Group 2009, 
to facilitate many small charities which are bearing non-proportional audit costs on an annual 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43675/13]

15/10/2013WRH00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Audit exemp-
tion was first introduced under the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1999, allowing private 
companies which satisfy certain conditions to be exempt from the audit requirements. Cur-
rently, to avail of the exemption, the amount of the turnover of the company must not exceed 
€8.8million and the balance sheet total of the company must not exceed €4.4million. Both these 
amounts are the maximum allowed under EU law. The average number of persons employed 
by the company must not exceed 50. The scope for companies to have an exemption from the 
requirement to have an audit carried out is set out in EU legislation (4th   Company Law Direc-
tive). 

The Companies Bill 2012 contains a provision to extend the audit exemption to guarantee 
companies, companies in a group situation and dormant companies which meet the above de-
scribed thresholds.  The Bill passed second stage in the Dáil on 25 April 2013 and committee 
stage is scheduled for November 2013. 

I understand that many community or voluntary groups which have formed themselves as 
companies have done so as a company limited by guarantee (CLG).  

15/10/2013WRH00950Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

15/10/2013WRH01000112. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection with regards to 
mortgage interest supplement and the new legislation which was introduced in 2012 stating that 
in order to qualify for mortgage interest supplement that a person must be in negotiations with 
their banks for 12 months prior to applying, if this affects persons who were already in receipt 
of MIS prior to this legislation being introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43503/13]

15/10/2013WRH01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the mortgage in-
terest supplement scheme is to provide short term support to eligible people who are unable to 
meet their mortgage interest repayments. There are currently some 11,000 people in receipt of 
mortgage interest supplement for which the Government has provided almost €42 million in 
2013.  To ensure that those who are in mortgage difficulty engage with their lender under the 
Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) and avail of its forbearance arrangements, from 
18 June 2012 the mortgage interest supplement is not payable until applicants have agreed with 
their lender and complied with an alternative payment arrangement for a cumulative period of 
not less than 12 months. This measure is in line with the recommendations of both the Depart-
ment’s “Review of the Mortgage Interest Supplement Scheme” published in July 2010 and 
the “Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Group” chaired by Mr Hugh Cooney published in 
November 2010. This process acknowledges that it is in the interest of both the lender and the 
borrower to address financial difficulties as speedily and effectively as circumstances allow.    
Persons who were already in receipt of mortgage interest supplement when the legislation was 
introduced were not affected by this change. However, any person leaving the mortgage inter-
est supplement scheme and subsequently reapplying after the introduction of the legislation are 
subject to this change.

15/10/2013WRH01150Back to Education Allowance Payments
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15/10/2013WRH01200113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
protect the back to education allowance against cutbacks in the upcoming budget, which would 
deter mature students from returning to higher education; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43653/13]

15/10/2013WRH01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The objective of the Department’s 
working age employment supports, including the back to education allowance, is to remove 
barriers to employment in order to help people to enter or remain in employment.  This is an 
integral part of the implementation of the Pathways to Work policy and the activation of job-
seekers.

The Deputy will be aware that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Ex-
penditure Report, 2013 published with the Budget last December provides for additional new 
expenditure reduction measures of €440 million to be achieved in 2014 in the Department of 
Social Protection budget.  

The Government has finalised its consideration of the Budget having regard to all of its 
commitments, including the commitment in the Programme for Government to maintain wel-
fare rates.  The outcome of this process will be announced later today.

15/10/2013WRH01350European Court of Justice Rulings

15/10/2013WRH01400114. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling as to the Irish State’s obligation to adequately protect the 
pension entitlements of former Waterford Crystal employees; when the judgment is likely to go 
to be reviewed in the High Court.  [43674/13]

15/10/2013WRH01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ruling by the European Court 
of Justice was in response to a reference by the High Court seeking clarification of the interpre-
tation of European law emanating from EU Directive 2008/94EC on the protection of employ-
ees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.

Following the ECJ ruling, the matter will now revert to the High Court for consideration.  It 
is anticipated that the Court will set a date for the hearing of this case shortly.

15/10/2013WRH01550Legislative Programme

15/10/2013WRH01600115. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection when the legislation 
requiring mandatory naming of a child’s father on a birth certificate will be brought forward. 
[43001/13]

15/10/2013WRH01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On 19 July, 2013, the Cabinet ap-
proved the drafting of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Bill 2013.

One of the proposals I am seeking to introduce in this Bill is to amend the Civil Registra-
tion Act 2004 by making it an obligation in the birth registration process to include the father’s 
particulars on a birth certificate so as to ensure that the child will have a record of the father.

Compulsory joint registration of a birth so as to include the father’s name on the birth cer-
tificate was recommended by the Law Reform Commission, in its 2010 report on Legal Aspects 
of Family Relationships.
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The Department is currently working with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the 
Government on the drafting of the heads of the Bill and I hope to introduce legislation early 
next year.

15/10/2013WRH01750Household Benefits Scheme

15/10/2013WRH01800116. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm that 
people currently with a free television licence will receive a waiver from the new broadcasting 
fee.  [43003/13]

15/10/2013WRH01900117. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm her 
commitment to protect the household benefit package as this package is of critical importance 
to the recipients. [43006/13]

15/10/2013WRH02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
116 and 117 together.

The Government finalised its consideration of the Budget having regard to all of its commit-
ments, including the commitment in the Programme for Government to maintain welfare rates.  
The outcome of this process will be announced today.

The household benefits package currently comprises the electricity or gas allowance, the 
telephone allowance and the free television licence. It is currently available to almost 410,000 
customers and my Department will spend an estimated €290 million on the package in 2013.

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has   proposed introduc-
ing a Public Service Broadcasting Charge to replace the current television licence.  This charge 
is the subject of public consultation at present and its impact on the free television licence 
scheme will be considered as part of that process.

15/10/2013WRH02050Carer’s Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRH02100118. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [43008/13]

15/10/2013WRH02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 3 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.   These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 24 September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

If the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet her needs it is open to her to 
contact her local Community Welfare service regarding her possible entitlement to Supplemen-
tary Welfare Allowance pending the outcome of her appeal.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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15/10/2013WRH02250Employment Support Services

15/10/2013WRH02300119. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if any steps will 
be taken to assist those who were previously self-employed but now are unemployed and not 
in a position to sign on the live register as their spouse is working and are, therefore, unable to 
avail of the back to work initiatives; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43025/13]

15/10/2013WRH02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Given the scale of the unemploy-
ment crisis, the key objective of activation policy and labour market initiatives is to offer assis-
tance to those in need of support in securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency.  This 
policy objective prioritises scarce resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare payments.  
Accordingly the employment services and schemes provided by the Department are focused, 
in the first instance, on this cohort of unemployed people.  It is recognised, however, that not 
all unemployed people (including those previously self-employed) are dependent on the State 
for financial support and some services (for example assistance with job search activities, use 
of online job search tools) are available to such people if they register with the Department’s 
employment services offices. 

Unemployed persons (including those previously self-employed) not in receipt of payments 
may also be eligible to avail of up-skilling opportunities, for example through FÁS training or 
through further or higher education courses, but will not be eligible to receive a training allow-
ance while undertaking such training. 

Access to employment or work-experience-based programmes, involving the payment of 
a supplement to participants’ basic jobseekers’ payments, continues to be confined to unem-
ployed persons who are in fact in receipt of such payments.

15/10/2013WRH02450Youth Employment Initiative

15/10/2013WRH02500120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address high 
youth unemployment. [42575/13]

15/10/2013WRH02600156. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she has 
taken to increase the number of young persons in employment since the Government came 
to office; and the impact these have had on the actual number of young persons employed. 
[42598/13]

15/10/2013WRH02700157. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions being tak-
en at European level to assist young persons in obtaining employment; the way these measures 
will translate here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33556/13]

15/10/2013WRH02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
120, 156 and 157 together. 

In the first instance, the Government’s primary strategy to tackle all forms of unemploy-
ment, including youth unemployment, is to create the environment for a strong economic re-
covery by promoting competitiveness and productivity. In the first instance, the Government’s 
primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the environment for a strong econ-
omy recovery by promoting competitiveness and productivity through the Action Plan for Jobs. 
Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth and thus reduce unemployment and long-term 
unemployment.  Past experience suggests that youth unemployment, which tends to rise rela-
tively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.
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The Government is also implementing a number of programmes to assist young unem-
ployed persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour market. There are five main ap-
proaches being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, training, job search assistance/
guidance, work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These actions range across a number 
of Departments and Agencies and include:-

- The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are be-
tween 15 and 20 years of age;

- The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, particu-
larly focusing upon early school leavers;

- The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection 
provides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education. 
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

- Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012. This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses;

- This year MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, which is part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative, is currently being rolled out by the Depart-
ment of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and training 
projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers to gain skills and to access work opportunities in 
identified growing sectors.  Over 1,250 of these places are assigned specifically for under 25s;

- The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 2012 
at 2,700;

- Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is de-
signed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register; 

With regard to the expected impact of policy, the original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a 
target for 100,000 net new jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young 
people. In addition, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 includes the Pathways to Work initiative’s 
targets for increasing the number of people who are long-term unemployed moving into em-
ployment and reducing the average length of time spent on the Live Register. 

Specifically, these targets include:

1. At least 75,000 of those who were long-term unemployed in early 2012 will move into 
employment by 2015

2. Increase the exit rate of people on the Live Register for two years or more by 50%  (to 
40%)  by the end of 2015

3. Reduce the persistence rate (the rate at which short term unemployed people become long 
term unemployed) to 25%.

As almost 2 out of five young unemployed are long-term unemployed, these targets are 
pertinent to young people. 
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The most recent statistics available from the CSO’s Quarterly National Household Survey 
shows the level of youth unemployment has fallen from an average of 75,000 in 2010 to 63,000 
in the most recent twelve months for which data are available. The level of employment of 
young people appears to have stabilised, and indeed the employment rate (proportion of the 
population with jobs) for those aged 20-24 years rose from 46.5% in mid-2012 to 49% in the 
second quarter of this year.

Looking forward, in addition to current initiatives, policies to increase youth employment 
will be supplemented by additional measures under the Youth Guarantee which will be rolled 
out in 2014.

While the Recommendation for an EU-wide Youth Guarantee Scheme was adopted during 
the Irish Presidency earlier this year, the implementation of the scheme across the EU has yet 
to begin.  It is recognised, both in the Youth Guarantee Recommendation itself and more gener-
ally, that the pace of implementation must take account of the scale of the youth unemployment 
and inactivity challenge and consider the fiscal capacity of each Member State.  At the same 
time, Member States should take all possible measures to ensure that the Recommendation is 
swiftly implemented. 

The scale and nature of any additional measures required for the implementation of a Guar-
antee at national level will depend on the trend in youth unemployment, and in particular the 
number of young people likely to experience periods of unemployment of more than four 
months under current policies.  

The Department of Social Protection has set up an interdepartmental group with officials 
and programme managers from the Department of Education and Skills, Department of Jobs 
Enterprise and Innovation, and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs,  to review the 
current range of youth employment policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be 
taken to commence the implementation of the Guarantee. The Department of Social Protection 
has also requested the assistance of the OECD in developing the Youth Guarantee Policy.

 It is intended to produce a concrete plan for the implementation of the Guarantee for con-
sideration by the Government in December before being transmitted to the European Commis-
sion by the end of 2013. Development of the implementation plan will include identification of 
the costs of implementation, and how it is envisaged that these will be met (how much can be 
provided from domestic sources, and what is the likely requirement from EU funds, e.g. Euro-
pean Structural Fund and Youth Employment Initiative).  The amount that will be required for 
Ireland will only become clear when the implementation plans are drawn up.

15/10/2013WRH02850Social Welfare Appeals Status

15/10/2013WRH02900121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 550 of 18 September 2013, if contact has been made with the person 
regarding the progress of the appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
the progress made in respect of determination of the appeal; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [43043/13]

15/10/2013WRH03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 8 August 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 16 
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September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The person concerned has been advised that her file papers have been received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 122 withdrawn.

15/10/2013WRJ00200State Pension (Non-Contributory) Applications

15/10/2013WRJ00300123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
to date in respect of an application for non-contributory State pension in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43052/13]

15/10/2013WRJ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): State pension (non-contributory) 
is a means-tested scheme. In this specific instance, the person concerned had means exceeding 
the statutory limit and the person was informed of this decision.   If the person is not satisfied 
with the decision, they appeal it to the Appeals Office.

15/10/2013WRJ00500Disability Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRJ00600124. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a disability allowance application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43061/13]

15/10/2013WRJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
3 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRJ00800Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRJ00900125. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Social Protection the average pro-
cessing time for domiciliary care allowance appeal applications; the reason there is such a 
backlog with cases; her plans to deal with this backlog; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43078/13]

15/10/2013WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that the current average time taken to process domiciliary care allowance ap-
peals decided by summary decision is 29.1 weeks and 36.1 weeks for those requiring an oral 
hearing.
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There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  
Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, 
the office received 35,484 appeals.  In order to manage this increasing workload, significant 
resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing 
times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, in addition to 
10 former Community Welfare Service Appeals Officers who joined the appeals office in 2011, 
bringing the total number of serving Appeals Officers to 41; reviewing and improving business 
processes; and implementing a new operating model within the appeals office. 

In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is currently under-
way in the Department in relation to many of its scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and 
reducing the time taken by the Department to respond to requests from the appeals office for 
submissions in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  Good progress is also now 
being made in reducing the number of appeals on hand from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 16,624 
at 7 October 2013.  

The average waiting time for appeals peaked in 2011 when the average time for an oral hear-
ing was 52.5 weeks and for a summary decision was 25.1 weeks.  In 2012 these times improved 
by 10.3 weeks when the average time for an oral hearing dropped to 39.5 weeks while the time 
for a summary decision increased slightly to 27.8 weeks.  This improvement has continued with 
the average processing time up to September 2013 reducing to 35.2 weeks for an oral hearing 
and 26.7 weeks for a summary decision.   

These processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of 
its finalisation.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any 
clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer 
on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examina-
tion or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed nec-
essary.  A considerable period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required 
because of the logistics involved in this process.  While this process carries an inherent delay 
in terms of finalising an appeal, it also crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals 
system.

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time 
and reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.  

15/10/2013WRJ01100Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRJ01200126. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on a domiciliary care allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare. [43079/13]

15/10/2013WRJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
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Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRJ01400Community Welfare Services

15/10/2013WRJ01500127. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the rationale behind 
the closure of 12 community welfare clinics in County Donegal; if she will review the decision; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43086/13]

15/10/2013WRJ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is currently ex-
amining the operation of all services across its remit, including the Community Welfare Ser-
vice.  It is doing this in the context of the Pathways to Work commitments and the development 
of Intreo services nationally.  The Pathways to Work Programme includes the provision of 
opportunities, support and assistance to unemployed people by intensifying the Department’s 
level of engagement with them, in particular, those who are, or become long-term unemployed.  
The new Intreo service offers practical, tailored employment services and supports for jobseek-
ers and this new service model is currently being rolled out across the country. 

Overall, this will result in some re-balancing of resources across the Departments range of 
activities – payment processing, control and activation and the relocation of some staff to main 
centres where a full range of services will be available in one location. 

Accordingly, a decision has been taken to rationalise some Community Welfare Service 
clinics with effect from 30 September 2013.  A number of clinics have been closed in Co. 
Donegal and the clients who had been attending these clinics will be facilitated by attending 
other clinics. Posters advertising these changes are being widely displayed and include a phone 
number where a customer can contact the Community Welfare Service in the event that s/he is 
unable to travel to the alternative clinic or, if required, a member of staff may arrange to visit 
the clients’ home.

15/10/2013WRJ01700Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

15/10/2013WRJ01800128. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a community employment scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
8.  [43097/13]

15/10/2013WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): To meet the eligibility criteria for 
the community employment (CE) scheme, participants are required to have been unemployed 
and in receipt of a social welfare payment for a 12 month consecutive period from this Depart-
ment. The person concerned was in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit from October 2012 until July 
2013 when her entitlement expired as she had reached the maximum number of days permis-
sible under that scheme. She then applied for jobseeker’s assistance but did not qualify for this 
scheme as her means were deemed to be in excess of the allowable limits. She is not currently in 
receipt of any other social welfare payment, and therefore does not meet the 12 month eligibil-
ity criteria necessary to be considered for a place on the CE scheme.

The services of the Local Employment Service are available to provide information to the 
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person concerned on other employment and training opportunities, including dedicated sup-
ports and programmes for people with disabilities, which are available locally for those persons 
exiting, or ineligible for, the CE scheme.

15/10/2013WRJ02000General Register Office

15/10/2013WRJ02100129. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Minister, who is 
responsible for the General Register Office, will provide a new facility equal to the current one 
at the Irish Life Centre Dublin in the interest of providing family historians from both home and 
abroad with a new facility.  [43102/13]

15/10/2013WRJ02200141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
possible adverse impact on genealogical tourism from the recent move of the Public Records 
Office to new premises at Werburgh Street, Dublin 8; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [38511/13]

15/10/2013WRJ02300148. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
new facility equal to the current one at the Irish Life Centre in Dublin in the interests of provid-
ing family historians from both home and abroad with a new facility; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43289/13]

15/10/2013WRJ02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
129, 141 and 148 together.

The research rooms of the General Register Office (GRO) relocated from Irish Life Mall, 
Abbey Street, Dublin 1 to Werburgh Street, Dublin 2 on Monday 30 September 2013.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the acquisition and maintenance 
of office accommodation for the Department of Social Protection. Matters of leasing and indi-
vidual rents are managed by that Office. 

The lease on the accommodation in Irish Life Mall ended on 31 August 2013. As part of a 
cost saving, lease rationalisation programme the OPW decided not to renew the lease.

Officials from OPW, the GRO and the Department identified the building at Werburgh Street 
as a suitable venue for the relocation of the research rooms. The accommodation is approxi-
mately equal in size to the office in Irish Life Mall and has been redecorated to make it suitable 
as a research room. 

Appropriate signage has been erected over the gate at the entrance to the building and the 
OPW is seeking planning permission to erect on-street signage directing customers to the rooms.

Customers seeking access to records for genealogical purposes can expect the same high 
level of service at the new facilities in Werburgh Street.

It is not foreseen that the move will have any adverse effect on genealogical tourism.

15/10/2013WRJ02500Disability Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRJ02600130. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a claim for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43116/13]
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15/10/2013WRJ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRJ02800National Internship Scheme Administration

15/10/2013WRJ02900131. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide the names of companies or employers that have been blacklisted from the JobBridge 
scheme and the reason for same.  [43118/13]

15/10/2013WRJ03000132. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide the names of the members of the JobBridge steering committee and details of their profes-
sional background.  [43119/13]

15/10/2013WRJ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
131 and 132 together.

The Department takes the view that there is an overriding public interest in having the 
identity of host organisations who have been excluded from participation in JobBridge kept 
confidential on the following basis:

Pursuant to s. 20 (1) of the Freedom of Information Acts (1997-2003), the documents dis-
closing the identity of the host organisations contain matter relating to the deliberative pro-
cesses of the Department (including opinions, advice, recommendations, and the results of 
consultations considered for the purpose of those processes).

Pursuant to s. 21 (1)(a) of the these Acts, the documents disclosing the identity of the host 
organisations could reasonably be expected to prejudice the effectiveness of investigations and 
enquiries of the procedures or methods employed for the conduct thereof.

Pursuant to s. 27 (1)(b) of these Acts, the identity of the host organizations in question is 
information whole disclosure could reasonably be expected to result in a material financial loss 
or prejudice the competitive position of the host organisations in the conduct of their business.

Pursuant to s. 28 (1) of the these Acts, the identity of the host organisations in question is 
personal information.

The members of the JobBridge National Steering Committee are: 

Myself, Minister for Social Protection, 

Mr. Martin Murphy (Chair), Managing Director, Hewlett Packard Ireland

Ms. Anna Doody, Director of Corporate Communications, Hewlett Packard Ireland 

Mr. Sean O’Driscoll, Chief Executive and Chairman, Glen Dimplex
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Mr. James Doorley, Deputy Director, National Youth Council of Ireland

Ms. Siobhan O’Dowd, Project Manager, Accenture

Three Officers of the Department of Social Protection

Two Officers of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation

An Officer of the Department of Education and Skills

Two advisors to the Minister for Social Protection

  Question No. 133 withdrawn. 

15/10/2013WRJ03300Social Welfare Fraud Data

15/10/2013WRJ03400134. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of personnel 
employed in fraud investigation in her Department; the number at the same time in 2010; and 
the amount of money that has been generated from January to September 2013 as a result of 
these investigations and for the same period in 2010 on a county basis.  [43153/13]

15/10/2013WRJ03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The exclusive function of the De-
partment’s Special Investigation Unit (SIU) is to investigate and report on fraud and abuse of 
social welfare schemes.  The SIU was reconfigured as a national unit in February 2010 and the 
current structure ensures a national and strategic response to high risk sectors and social welfare 
schemes where fraud and abuse is prevalent.   The Unit ensures that an integrated approach to 
prevention and detection of social welfare abuse is taken, in conjunction with other areas of the 
Department involved in control work.  The SIU carries out a wide range of control activities and 
projects.  It also works jointly with Revenue staff in the Joint Investigation Unit and other inter-
agency work is undertaken with NERA, Customs and the Gardaí.  The staffing levels in the Unit 
have remained unchanged since 2010, with 91 people currently assigned to posts in the SIU.  
The Department is, however, currently looking at ways to increase the resources in the Unit.   

Furthermore, it should be noted that the control process is an integral part of the day-to-day 
operations of the Department and all staff involved in the administration of the various social 
welfare schemes are acutely aware of the need to implement appropriate controls at every stage 
of the process.  

The Department’s control work is measured in terms of control savings.  Control savings are 
used as a performance indicator for year-on-year activities and are an estimate of the value of 
the various control activities across the schemes in payment.  They refer to future expenditure 
that would have been incurred but for this activity.  Without this control work, social welfare 
expenditure would over time increase by this amount.  Control savings do not include any cases 
of departmental or clerical error or any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Depart-
ment of their means or circumstances, which resulted in a change to their rate of payment.  

Control savings recorded by SIU from January to September 2013 are €53.3m while, during 
the same period in 2010, control savings amounted to €34.8m.  These savings are not recorded 
on a county basis.

15/10/2013WRJ03600One-Parent Family Payment Appeals
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15/10/2013WRJ03700135. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an appeal for one-parent family payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry.  [43168/13]

15/10/2013WRJ03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
10 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRJ03900Community Employment Schemes Review

15/10/2013WRJ04000136. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans for the fu-
ture of the community services programme; if funding to the programme is to be continued or 
extended; her plans to include new projects in the scheme; if so, when new applications will be 
sought and considered; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43171/13]

15/10/2013WRJ04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The community services pro-
gramme (CSP) co-funds the services delivered by around 425 community based not-for-profit 
enterprises across the State.  Some €45.4 million has been allocated to the programme for 2013, 
which will support 2,800 people in full and part time employment.  CSP funding is primarily 
intended to contribute to the wages costs of the service provider expressed as a fixed annual 
contribution towards the costs of employing full time equivalent workers, and in some cases, a 
contribution towards the cost of employing a manager.  

In general, service providers are engaged under a three year contracting arrangement until 
31 December 2013.  Access to the programme is by way of open call for proposals, the last in 
2008, or by expression of interest from existing services providers where they consider the pro-
gramme has a role in supporting or developing their operations.  Due to resource constraints, 
there are limited opportunities for new proposals to be considered with funds being concen-
trated on supporting the employment potential of existing contract holders.

I have no immediate proposals to alter the operation of the programme. 

15/10/2013WRJ04200Disability Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRJ04300137. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal 
for disability allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [43182/13]

15/10/2013WRJ04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4 
September 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 7 October 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.
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In order to be fair to all appellants appeals are dealt with in strict chronological order. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK00150National Internship Scheme Data

15/10/2013WRK00200138. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a Job-
Bridge internship was terminated after two weeks in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43183/13]

15/10/2013WRK00300163. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons taking part in the JobBridge scheme and the cost of same to the Exchequer.  [43452/13]

15/10/2013WRK00400171. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
maximum number of internships allowed under the JobBridge scheme by one company or em-
ployer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43521/13]

15/10/2013WRK00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
138, 163 and 171 together. 

At 10 October, 2013, there were 5,918 individuals on JobBridge internships, a total of 
21,842 internship placements since the scheme commenced, and there were 2,948 internship 
opportunities advertised on the JobBridge website.  The total cost to the Exchequer of the top-
up allowances paid to-date is €23 million.

Those companies with up to 10 full time employees (employed for 30 hours or more per 
week, i.e., on payroll and subject to PAYE and PRSI) are permitted to take on 1 intern, those 
with 11 to 20 such employees are permitted to take on up to 3 interns, those with 21 to 30 such 
employees are permitted to take on up to 4 interns and those with more than 30 employees are 
permitted to take on interns equivalent to 20% of their workforce up to a maximum of 200 
interns, whichever is the smaller.  This operates on a rolling basis subject to adherence to the 
terms and conditions of the scheme.

JobBridge delivers valuable internship opportunities for jobseekers and independent re-
search has demonstrated it is an effective and efficient scheme. The independent evaluation, by 
Indecon Economic Consultants, demonstrated that 61% of interns who completed their place-
ments subsequently progressed to paid employment.  The 61% progression rate for JobBridge 
is among the best in Europe, where progression rates for similar internship schemes average 
just 34%.

The Indecon evaluation clearly demonstrates that JobBridge is delivering for thousands of 
jobseekers by providing them with valuable opportunities to gain relevant work experience, 
knowledge and skills in a workplace environment. 

In order to be eligible to participate in the scheme a person must be in receipt of certain so-
cial welfare payments or signing for credits. The person referred to by the Deputy was in receipt 
of Farm Assist, which is not an eligible payment for participation on JobBridge.  However, due 
to a technical error the person was incorrectly categorised as being eligible for JobBridge and 
commenced an internship on 23 September, 2013.  When the error was discovered the intern-
ship was finished on 4  October, 2013.  The €50 top up which was also paid for the two week 
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period will not be recouped by the Department.

15/10/2013WRK00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

15/10/2013WRK00600139. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[43208/13]

15/10/2013WRK00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
3 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK00750Back to Education Allowance Payments

15/10/2013WRK00800140. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that some persons who have been offered third level courses are un-
able to accept them because of problems transitioning from receiving social welfare payments 
to back to education allowance; the cost impact this has on third level institutions; if she has 
proposed any solution to help assist these persons take up courses while their claims are pro-
cessed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42019/13]

15/10/2013WRK00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A person wishing to pursue a 
course of study under the back to education allowance scheme will have to satisfy a number of 
conditions such as being a certain age, in receipt of a prescribed social welfare payment for a 
specified time period, pursuing a full time course of study leading to a recognised qualification 
in a recognised college and progressing in the level of education held by the client with refer-
ence to the National Framework of Qualifications among others. 

The back to education allowance is essentially a social welfare replacement income which is 
paid in lieu of the relevant social welfare payment that qualifies the applicant for participation 
in the scheme.  A person transfers from their primary payment to the back to education allow-
ance. 

Due to the nature of the scheme the majority of applications are made in August and Sep-
tember in advance of the commencement of the new academic year.  Local offices prioritise 
these claims to ensure that all applications are processed as quickly as possible and in time for 
the commencement of the academic year.  However, a number of people delay sending in their 
applications and supporting documentation. In those cases it is not possible to guarantee that a 
decision will be given before commencement of the relevant course. All possible steps are be-
ing taken to ensure that applications are dealt with as speedily as possible.

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 129.

15/10/2013WRK01050Disability Allowance Appeals
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15/10/2013WRK01100142. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
below) in County Carlow will receive a decision on their appeal for disability allowance; and if 
she will expedite the matter. [43237/13]

15/10/2013WRK01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK01250Invalidity Pension Appeals

15/10/2013WRK01300143. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an in-
validity pension appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [43250/13]

15/10/2013WRK01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
4 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK01450Community Work Initiatives

15/10/2013WRK01500144. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to intro-
duce a Tús training budget so that persons may expand their skills to progress in the labour mar-
ket while taking part in the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43257/13]

15/10/2013WRK01600154. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
seek to secure on behalf of child care sector Tús programme participants the opportunity to 
remain on Tús until they achieve level 5 certification or to proceed to community employment, 
regardless of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [38769/13]

15/10/2013WRK01700164. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons taking part in the Tús scheme and the cost of same to the Exchequer. [43453/13]

15/10/2013WRK01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
144, 154 and 164 together. 

The purpose of Tús is to maintain the work readiness of those on the live register for a 
period of at least 12 months by providing quality placement opportunities and other supports 
to help people back to the labour market and work.  The primary programme for unemployed 
people and those seeking to return to work from other social protection payment schemes is 
community employment.  I do not consider it good value for money to have multiple schemes 
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pursuing the same objectives which is why Tús does not offer same training and development 
opportunities as community employment.  The 12-month duration on Tús is designed to ensure 
that the benefits are offered to the greatest number of those eligible. There are no circumstances 
under which a person’s term on Tús can be extended nor I am persuaded that such a devel-
opment is warranted.  The Deputies will wish to note that the Department will implement a 
number of innovations to Tús and community employment to provide for greater development 
opportunities for participants across the programmes and where suitable progression opportuni-
ties are identified.  The level of funding provided for Tús in 2013 is just over €96m which has 
enabled the allocation of 7,500 nationally plus supervisory positions with local development 
companies.  As of 4 October, 6,783 participants plus 371 supervisory staff were on the payroll.  
Just over 13,000 people have been engaged on Tús since it commenced operations in July 2011.  

15/10/2013WRK01850Youth Guarantee

15/10/2013WRK01900145. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to roll 
out the youth guarantee scheme in local communities where unemployment is exceptionally 
high; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43264/13]

15/10/2013WRK02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An implementation plan for na-
tional delivery of a Youth Guarantee commencing from 2014 onwards will be drawn up by the 
end of this year. This will be done on a balanced basis, taking into account youth unemployment 
levels in the various rural and urban regions across the country.  A pilot scheme is being rolled 
out in Ballymun which will inform the national roll-out of the youth guarantee in local com-
munities with high youth unemployment levels.

15/10/2013WRK02050Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Appeals

15/10/2013WRK02100146. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare will receive a decision on an appeal on partial capacity ben-
efit; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43268/13]

15/10/2013WRK02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Partial capacity benefit was award-
ed to the person concerned following an assessment by a Medical Assessor of the Department 
who expressed the opinion that the restriction on his capacity for work should be assessed as 
moderate.  

An appeal was registered in this case on 20 June 2013 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department has been asked 
to provide the documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds 
of the appeal.  In that context, an assessment by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  
When these have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK02250State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals
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15/10/2013WRK02300147. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal for a non contributory State pension payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43280/13]

15/10/2013WRK02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 129.

15/10/2013WRK02550Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

15/10/2013WRK02600149. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in determining an appeal against refusal of jobseeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and when the appeal will be dealt with. [43305/13]

15/10/2013WRK02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
10 October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  
Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, 
the office received 35,484 appeals.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRK02750Local Employment Service Issues

15/10/2013WRK02800150. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedures that are 
taken by local employment services offices when determining waiting lists for training courses; 
if she will outline the timeframe in which waiting lists for each course are updated; if persons 
on a waiting list for 12 months or more are communicated with regularly to determine if they 
are still interested in enrolling on the same course; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [43309/13]

15/10/2013WRK02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Waiting lists for training courses 
are managed by the relevant training providers. Clients are referred to training providers by 
the Local Employment Service (LES) as well as the Department’s own employment services. 
Regular contact is maintained with clients during the activation process so that issues, such 
as prolonged waiting lists for courses, can be identified and addressed. This could include the 
sourcing of alternative training arrangements where possible. 
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15/10/2013WRK02950State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

15/10/2013WRK03000151. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the current contributory pension allocates full contributory 
pension to persons who pay full contributions for ten years, yet fails to allocate a full pension to 
persons who have paid contributions for almost 30 years but whose contributions are spread out 
over a long period of years; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the current system 
penalises hard-working people, especially those who started working and contributing in their 
teenage years; her plans to introduce a system whereby persons are paid on a pro rata basis and 
those with almost 30 years contributions would receive a full pension, which they have contrib-
uted to over many decades; if this matter is currently being examined; if there are plans afoot to 
change the current unfair situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43310/13]

15/10/2013WRK03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able asset and it is important, that those who receive it have made a significant contribution 
towards it during a working life as the State needs to ensure that it can continue to sustain pen-
sion payments in the future.   

I understand the Deputy is referring to the current averaging system used in calculating 
State pension. One of the key factors when pension assessment is being made is the date of 
entry into insurance and it is from this point that the averaging is calculated. 

The average contributions test is used in calculating pension entitlement and has been in ex-
istence since 1961 when contributory pensions were first introduced.  The system was designed 
with a view to ensuring that people could qualify for contributory pensions from the outset 
rather than waiting for contributions to build up, and to suit a system where social insurance 
coverage was limited and people could move in and out of coverage as a result of the nature of 
their employment and/or their earnings.

There can be circumstances where a person with a shorter contribution history  could re-
ceive a higher pension  and this is why  it is planned to introduce a ‘total contributions approach’ 
where pension payment made will more closely reflect contributions made over a working life. 
This will remove the current anomaly whereby some people qualify for higher pension pay-
ments even though they have fewer contributions (but a higher average) than others who do not 
qualify, or qualify for a lower pension, due to the average contributions test. 

In introducing such a system, it is considered appropriate to have regard to the potential that 
people now have to accumulate contributions as a result of the comprehensive nature of social 
insurance coverage which has been in place for 20 years, and the growth in the labour force 
over that period. Accordingly, a total contributions requirement of 30 years contributions for a 
maximum pension will be introduced.  The proposed date for its introduction is 2020, but I am 
keeping this date under review. 

The rate band changes for State pension, introduced in September 2012 goes somewhat 
towards this measure of reform where pension paid more closely reflects contributions made 
over a working life.   

The OECD Review of the Irish Pension System which was published in April 2013 also 
endorsed the move to a total rather than an average contributions test to determine entitlement 
to a State pension.

15/10/2013WRK03150Child Benefit Eligibility
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15/10/2013WRK03200152. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her reasons for not 
accepting Deputy Denis Naughten’s innovative proposal on linking child benefit payments to 
school attendance; if she acknowledges that such a system would help reduce the incidence of 
early school leaving, school absenteeism, child benefit fraud and would eliminate overseas pay-
ments; the savings her Department estimates would be achieved from such a system; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [43416/13]

15/10/2013WRK03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a universal month-
ly payment that assists all families with in the many costs associated with raising children up 
to the age of 18 years. Child benefit is paid to around 606,000 families in respect of some 1.15 
million children with an estimated expenditure of around €1.9 billion. Child benefit is a highly 
valued income support by families, and is especially important during a time of recession and 
unemployment.

It is a statutory requirement that a child attends school up to 16 years of age. Consequently, 
all recipients of child benefit are already legally required to attend school up to this age. There 
is a national monitoring system for statutory school attendance via the National Educational 
Welfare Board under the auspices of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. For chil-
dren over 16 years and less than 18 years, the continuation of child benefit is dependent on the 
children attending school for these two years. The Department of Social Protection issues a 
confirmation letter to parents with children at age 16 and at age 17, which must be signed by 
their school for each of these years. I am satisfied that the requirement for school attendance for 
children in receipt of child benefit is already a feature of both education and social protection 
policy. If the Deputy has concerns about early school leaving and school absenteeism, he should 
direct these to the competent authorities, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the 
National Education Welfare Board. 

My Department has taken a proactive approach to ensure that child benefit is only paid to 
eligible families. In 2008 the Department commenced issuing continuing eligibility certificates 
to parents. The control policy for the child benefit scheme was reviewed in 2010 to ensure that 
controls on fraud and abuse of the scheme continue to be effective and relevant. As a result of 
this review, enhanced and updated control measures have been devised. The total savings from 
child benefit control activity was €48.5 million in 2008, €89 million in 2009, €106 million 
in 2010, €85 million in 2011 and €83 million in 2012.  The reduction in the level of savings 
achieved is due to the effectiveness of the control programme in recent years. This is also re-
flected in the savings achieved so far in 2013, which amount to just under €54 million.  

The Deputy should note that child benefit payment is classified as a family benefit under 
EU regulations. A key principle of the coordination system is that persons moving to different 
Member States are subject to the same obligations and enjoy the same benefits as the nationals 
of those Member States.  Therefore, EU nationals who come to work in Ireland, and who pay 
Irish social insurance contributions, are entitled to receive child benefit in respect of their chil-
dren, even if the children reside in another EU Member State.

15/10/2013WRL00150Family Income Supplement Eligibility

15/10/2013WRL00200153. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on wheth-
er the minimum hours in employment condition of the family income supplement scheme is 
a barrier to those taking up low-paid employment or continuing in low-paid employment; her 
views on whether it is equitable that a person working 30 hours per week is entitled to a fam-
ily income supplement while a person working 15 hours per week is not entitled to a family 
income supplement or any other social welfare payment due to the hours of work; the options 
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available to a person whose hours of employment have been reduced below the minimum hours 
of employment and where he or she does not qualify for a jobseeker’s payment as the hours of 
employment mean that the person is not available for work; if she will consider this situation 
and review the minimum hours requirement; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43417/13]

15/10/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income supplement 
(FIS) is an in-work support for employees with families on low earnings, who otherwise might 
be at risk of financial poverty.  FIS also preserves the incentive to remain in employment in 
circumstances where the employee might only be marginally better off than if he or she were 
unemployed and claiming social welfare.  Expenditure on FIS for 2012 was of the order of €224 
million in respect of some 32,000 families. The estimated expenditure for 2013 is expected to 
be €229 million.

To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employ-
ment which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours 
per fortnight or 19 hours per week.  Furthermore, the average family income must be below a 
specified amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.  The 
“hours worked” eligibility criterion has been reduced significantly since the introduction of the 
scheme in 1984, from 30 hours per week to 19 hours per week in 1996. Further reducing the 
“hours worked” requirement would have expenditure implications. It is also important that FIS 
does not inadvertently subsidise unsustainably low earnings or encourage employers to offer 
minimal hours of employment. 

For low income workers with less than the minimum hours of employment for FIS and 
working on a casual basis up to and including 3 days per week, jobseeker’s schemes provide 
in-work income support through daily disregards and tapered withdrawal of payments.

Creating jobs and reducing unemployment are key challenges facing the Government. The 
tax and social protection systems have a part to play in addressing these issues and in ensuring 
work is remunerative. To this end, I established an Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare 
with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience in order to address a number of spe-
cific issues. The Group is currently examining the issue of working age supports. In this regard 
the Group is considering how employment incentives might be improved. Among the issues 
being examined by the Group include atypical working patterns in the context of jobseeker’s 
schemes, and the role in-work supports, such as FIS, should play in facilitating people to move 
from welfare into work.

Question No. 154 answered with Question No. 144.

15/10/2013WRL00450Youth Guarantee

15/10/2013WRL00500155. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions that are 
to be taken following the one-day special summit in Berlin on youth unemployment, particu-
larly in respect of Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [34269/13]

15/10/2013WRL00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The main conclusion from Eu-
ropean Heads of State and the European Labour and Social Protection Ministers at the Berlin 
conference in July 2013 was that implementation of the EU Recommendation on a Youth Guar-
antee should focus on:

- The development of a vocational dual-training model as used in Germany and Austria – 
i.e., an expanded system of formal apprenticeships featuring classroom based and work based 
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training.

This requires significant commitment from employers;

- The support and promotion of internships;

- The promotion of intra-EU labour mobility from areas of labour surplus to areas with full 
employment;

- The targeted use of employment subsidies to promote the recruitment of young people;

- The development of youth entrepreneurship supports including micro-finance;

- The review and redesign of business processes in Public Employment Services (PES) to 
ensure that young people receive early and effective support in transitioning from education or 
unemployment back into employment;

- The development of closer links between PES/training agencies and employers.

This conclusion is now informing how the Government is developing it’s plan for the imple-
mentation of the Youth Guarantee in Ireland. It is expected that this plan will be finalised for 
submission to the EU by the end of 2013.

Questions Nos. 156 and 157 answered with Question No. 120.

15/10/2013WRL00750Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRL00800158. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a review of a decision of a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43418/13]

15/10/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on 28th May 2013.  The application 
was disallowed as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the al-
lowance. A letter issued on the 1st August 2013 advising of the decision.

A review of this decision has been requested and additional information on this child’s con-
dition/care needs has been supplied.  The person concerned will be notified of the outcome of 
this review as soon as it is completed.

Question No. 159 withdrawn.

15/10/2013WRL01050Disability Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRL01100160. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Wicklow was refused disability allowance; and if he is entitled to any 
other payment.  [43439/13]

15/10/2013WRL01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of disability allowance, 
to the person concerned, was refused by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department of Social Protection who expressed the opinion that he was 
medically unsuitable for disability allowance.
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I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully 
considered all of the available evidence, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned 
by way of a summary decision.  Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals 
Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in light of new 
evidence or new facts.

I am further advised that the person concerned has submitted additional evidence and that 
the Department was requested to return the file to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. The file 
has now been received and referred to the Appeals Officer dealing with this appeal who will, in 
light of the additional evidence, review the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when 
the review of his appeal has been finalised.  If the means of the person concerned are insuf-
ficient to meet his needs he should contact Community Welfare Services regarding his entitle-
ment to supplementary welfare allowance.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRL01250Live Register Data

15/10/2013WRL01300161. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the categories 
of payments from her Department that mean that the recipient is counted on the live register; 
and the number of persons in each category.  [43449/13]

15/10/2013WRL01400162. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the categories 
of payments from her Department that mean that the recipient is officially counted as unem-
ployed; and the number of persons in each category. [43450/13]

15/10/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
161 and 162 together.

The official measure of unemployment is the figure for people unemployed reported by 
the Central Statistics Office in the Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS). This figure 
is compiled and calculated in accordance with international standards set by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) and is directly comparable with equivalent measures in other coun-
tries.  The monthly Live Register count is a separate measure of people in receipt of jobseeker 
payments. It contains all claimants for Jobseekers Benefit (excluding systematic short-time 
workers), claimants for Jobseekers Allowance (excluding smallholders and self-employed per-
sons), and other people of working age claiming for credited social welfare contributions, but 
excluding those directly involved in an industrial dispute. Claims with a status of awarded or 
pending award are included, along with those claims which have a status of disallowed but 
where the client is still signing on. The Live Register count includes people who are working 
casually, i.e. working up to three days per week and claiming a jobseeker payment for the re-
mainder of the week.  As the Live Register figure includes casual workers and people claiming 
credits it typically exceeds the official QNHS measure of people unemployed.

Live Register end of September, 2013

Scheme Number on Live Register
Jobseeker’s Allowance 312,392
Jobseeker’s Benefit 61,714
Credits Only 34,564
Total 408,670
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As of the end of September 2013 there were 408,670 people on the live register. I have at-
tached a breakdown by scheme of this number for your information. It is to be noted that 82,295 
of the total number were casual and part-time workers.

Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 138.

Question No. 164 answered with Question No. 144.

15/10/2013WRL01750Departmental Schemes

15/10/2013WRL01800165. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons taking part in the JobsPlus initiative and the cost of same to the Exchequer.  [43454/13]

15/10/2013WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobsPlus was launched on 8th July 
2013. This is a new incentive to encourage employers to recruit and employ persons who have 
been unemployed for long periods.  It replaced this Department’s Employer Job PRSI Incentive 
Scheme and the Revenue Job Assist Scheme managed by the Revenue Commissioners.  Sub-
ject to meeting the eligibility criteria and creating a full-time position, employers will receive 
a direct monthly cash incentive over two years if the person they hire has been unemployed for 
a prolonged period.  The level of payment is higher where a person who has been unemployed 
for a longer period is recruited and retained.

The Department had received applications from 2,414 jobseekers at the close of business 
on the 4th October 2013.  Of these, 1,869 applications have been deemed eligible with 1,201 
qualifying on the basis of being 24 months unemployed and, therefore, attracting a payment to 
an employer of €10,000 paid over two years.  The remaining 668 applications are eligible for 
a payment of €7,500 over two years, having been unemployed for between 12 and 24 months.

The Department has processed applications from 1,229 employers at the 4th October.  Of 
these 585 have been matched with eligible jobseekers and I expect grant payments to commence 
in respect of these 520 of these cases before the end of the month.  The initiative is expected to 
operate on a pilot basis initially, with €21.25 million allocated to cover costs over three years.  
I anticipate that this allocation will be reviewed along with other aspects of the initiative, when 
it has been operational for a number of months.

Further information regarding the scheme can be found at www.jobsplus.ie.

15/10/2013WRL01950Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRL02000166. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
a decision to refuse a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43473/13]

15/10/2013WRL02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on 26th July 2013.  The application 
was disallowed as it was considered that the child does not meet the eligibility criteria for the 
allowance. A letter issued on 5th September 2013 advising of the decision.

The person concerned has now supplied additional information and an appeal will be regis-
tered in this case.  As part of the appeal process, the case will be forwarded to the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of the new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further considered and 
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forwarded to the Appeals Office, if necessary.

15/10/2013WRL02150Disability Allowance Appeals

15/10/2013WRL02200167. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when an 
appeal hearing will be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan in respect of 
their appeal to her Department’s decision to refuse payment of their disability allowance claim; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43488/13]

15/10/2013WRL02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRM00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

15/10/2013WRM00200168. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Lim-
erick; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43489/13]

15/10/2013WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
4th October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

15/10/2013WRM00350Supplementary Welfare Allowance Expenditure

15/10/2013WRM00400169. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
assists with secondary school costs for twins, other than the clothing and footwear allowance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43505/13]

15/10/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and 
footwear allowance scheme provides a one-off payment to eligible families to assist with the 
extra costs when children start school each autumn.  The Government has provided €48.8m for 
the scheme in 2013 assisting some 180,000 families. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, the Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure 
which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  The 
Government has provided over €47 million for the scheme in 2013.  There is no automatic en-
titlement to a payment or predetermined amounts under the different categories for exceptional 
needs payments.  It should be noted that ENPs are not intended to cover circumstances where 
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responsibility rests with another Government Department.

15/10/2013WRM00550National Internship Scheme Administration

15/10/2013WRM00600170. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
procedures in place to ensure that the internships being offered under the JobBridge scheme 
provide the interns with the experience as advertised by the employer; if the Department has 
duly appointed local officials in place to liaise with both the employer and the intern during 
their internship; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43512/13]

15/10/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has a variety of 
monitoring and control measures in place to protect the intern and to ensure the integrity of the 
JobBridge scheme.  An application from a host organisation must meet a number of criteria 
before advertisement on the JobBridge website. The internship must not displace an existing 
position and the host organisation must confirm that it will provide appropriate training and 
development as well as mentoring and support.  For an internship to commence a Standard 
Agreement must be agreed  and signed by both the intern and the host organisation setting out 
the terms of the internship, including the expected working hours and the specific learning out-
comes the intern will gain over the course of their internship.

As part of its management of JobBridge, the Department conducts monitoring visits of host 
organisations to ensure they are offering their intern the work experience, training and mentor-
ing required by the scheme.  To date, over 3,000 monitoring site visits have been completed, 
and 98% of these visits were of a satisfactory nature.  Remedial action is taken in cases of non-
compliance. 

In addition, an intern may contact the JobBridge team or their local social welfare office 
at any stage of their internship for advice and support and any individual who suspects that an 
internship may be in breach of the scheme’s criteria, including cases of suspected displacement 
and quality breaches, may contact the JobBridge team.  All such matters are fully investigated.  
A host organisation or an employer considering participating in the scheme may also contact the 
JobBridge team or their local social welfare office for advice and support.

29 companies have been disqualified from participating in the scheme due to breaches of the 
terms and conditions.  However, over 9,000 companies have participated in the scheme across 
all sectors and the overwhelming majority of companies are providing quality internships for 
jobseekers.

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 138.

15/10/2013WRM00850Community Employment Schemes Places

15/10/2013WRM00900172. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy regarding 
community employment placements focusing on child care; if she has a national policy of con-
solidating the provision of these placements under a reduced number of dedicated child care 
sponsors; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43536/13]

15/10/2013WRM01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion (DSP) is consolidating and improving the provision of training and work experience for CE 
participants who wish to pursue a career in child care.  

For CE participants who work directly with children, a dedicated programme comprising 
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formal learning and supervised work experience will become a mandatory part of participation.  
This formal learning programme will lead to a FETAC Level 5 Major Award in Early Child-
hood Care and Education.  This is the minimum entry requirement for a Child care Practitioner.  
The duration of this programme will comprise of 2 years in which the Major Award will be 
completed and one year work practice leading to a maximum 3 year programme overall.  

This programme involves defined standards of achievement, a career progression path, and 
a structure for CE participants in Early Years Services.  These changes are designed to provide 
a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of community child care and to achieve 
greater coherence between participation on CE and the job market. 

The objectives of this policy are:

- to ensure that all Community Employment schemes with child care places will, in the 
future, operate under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Framework and use the 
Síolta standards (the quality standards in child care) as a developmental tool;

- to provide CE participants on child care) places who work directly with children with 
quality work experience, training, a clear progression path and qualifications in the child care) 
sector; and

- to re-align the allocation of CE child care) places under dedicated child care) schemes with 
the standards  outlined by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

There will be no reduction in the number of child care) places supported under CE.

All CE child care) places will be co-ordinated and managed by a dedicated CE Sponsored 
Child care Scheme.  The above improvements have been informed by consultation with the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs, County Child care Committees and representatives 
of Scheme Sponsors and Supervisors.

15/10/2013WRM01050Community Employment Schemes Places

15/10/2013WRM01100173. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the safeguards that 
are in place for community employment schemes in circumstances where a scheme’s child care 
places are redistributed to a different sponsor and this renders the original scheme non-viable 
due to a lack of numbers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43537/13]

15/10/2013WRM01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion (DSP) is improving the provision of training and work experience for CE participants who 
wish to pursue a career in child care)  This involves defined standards of achievement, a career 
progression path, and a structure for CE participants in Early Years Services.  These changes are 
designed to provide a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of community child 
care) and achieve greater coherence between participation on CE and the job market. 

All CE child care) places will be under the management of dedicated child care) sponsor-
ing schemes. In circumstances where this involves the transfer of child care) places from one 
scheme to another, the original scheme will be offered the option of proposing alternative work 
and training for the places foregone.  In cases where the scheme does not avail of this, consid-
eration will be given to joining with another scheme in order to ensure viability.  

Questions Nos. 174 and 175 withdrawn.
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15/10/2013WRM01350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

15/10/2013WRM01400176. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if domiciliary 
care allowance will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[43571/13]

15/10/2013WRM01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 18th September 2013.  The ap-
plication was disallowed as it was considered that the child does not meet the eligibility criteria 
for the allowance. A letter issued on the 7th October 2013 advising of the decision.  

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds the applicant may submit 
additional information and/or ask for the decision to be reviewed or they may appeal the deci-
sion directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days. 

15/10/2013WRM01550Seirbhísí Leasa Pobail

15/10/2013WRM01600177. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí cén chaoi a bhfuil 
sé i gceist aici seirbhís Leasa Pobail trí Ghaeilge a chur ar fáil do phobal labhartha na Gaeilge i 
gConamara; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [43590/13]

15/10/2013WRM01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tá seirbhís leasa pobail Chona-
mara ar fáil anois ó oifigí na Roinne i gcathair na Gaillimhe agus sa Chlochán. Tá baill foirne 
sna hoifigí sin atá in ann seirbhís Ghaeilge a chur ar fáil agus beidh sé sin amhlaidh feasta.  
Féadann custaiméirí dul i dteagmháil leis an tseirbhís ar an bhfón, i r-phoist, leis an bpost nó trí 
ghlaoch ar an gclinic poiblí. 

15/10/2013WRM01750Community Welfare Services

15/10/2013WRM01800178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the way it is intended 
to provide community welfare services on a face-to-face basis to those who do not own mo-
tor cars, in communities that have no public transport serving them, in view of her decision to 
withdraw these services from the community; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43644/13]

15/10/2013WRM01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is currently ex-
amining the operation of all its services, including the community welfare service (CWS) in the 
context of the Pathways to Work commitments and the development of Intreo services nation-
ally.  The Pathways to Work Programme represents a significant reform in the social welfare 
system and highlighted the need for the Department to focus its resources on the provision of 
opportunities, supports and assistance to unemployed people.  The Department is intensifying 
its level of engagement with the unemployed, in particular, those who are, or become, long-
term unemployed.  The new Intreo service offers practical, tailored employment services and 
supports for jobseekers, a model which is currently being rolled out across the country.  It is 
expected that three hundred staff will be redeployed to activation work from within the Depart-
ment’s existing resources by the end of the year.  

Overall, this is resulting in a rebalancing of resources across the Department’s range of 
activities including the relocation of some staff to main centres, primarily Intreo offices, which 
will provide a full range of services, including the CWS and these will, in general, be available 
in one location. 
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Where the community welfare service has been re-structured, alternative arrangements have 
been put in place to ensure that customers are provided with on-going access to the supports 
provided by the service.  In general, this means that the frequency of available public clinics 
has increased. Improved phone services have been put in place, allowing in many cases, for 
customer queries to be processed without having to attend a clinic on a face to face basis.  If a 
person is unable to travel to a clinic, for example due to illness, alternative arrangements are in 
place including arranging a visit to the client’s home if necessary. 

People claiming supports under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme generally 
only interact with the Department on an occasional basis, for example, when seeking an ex-
ceptional needs payment or in claiming additional supports such as rent or mortgage interest 
supplement which are usually reviewed once to twice yearly.

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, to ensure 
that the best use is made of all available resources with a view to providing an efficient service 
to those who rely on the schemes operated by the Department and that the services provided are 
reconstituted, where necessary, to meet the changing needs of Irish society.

15/10/2013WRM01950School Meals Programme

15/10/2013WRM02000179. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the way she can justify 
a DEIS Band 1 school (details supplied) in County Galway receiving just €7,500 for a breakfast 
club, in view of the fact that the funding amount equates to just 15 cents per child; her views 
on whether the funding is significantly disproportionate to the amounts that other, less disad-
vantaged schools in the area are receiving; her views that granting funding to new clubs instead 
of existing, viable clubs is lacking in fairness; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43655/13]

15/10/2013WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The school meals programme pro-
vides funding towards the provision of food services for disadvantaged children through two 
schemes.  The first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities 
and part-financed by the Department.  The second is the school meals local projects schemes 
through which funding is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary 
community groups who run their own school meals projects.  The Government has allocated 
an additional €2 million for the school meals programme in 2013, providing a total allocation 
of €37 million.

A total of some 1,000 schools/organisations received funding under the school meals local 
projects for the school year 2012/13. Priority for funding under the scheme is given to schools 
which are part of the Department of Education and Skills’ initiative for disadvantaged schools, 
‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ (DEIS).    However, there is no automatic en-
titlement to funding and all applications must be considered in light of the available budget for 
the scheme.

The school referred to by the Deputy has received over €68,000 in total funding under the 
school meals local projects scheme since 2004.  For the previous academic year, 2012/2013, the 
school was allocated funding of €7,500 in respect of their application to run a breakfast club for 
100 pupils, 4 days per week for 34 weeks. 

In the current academic year, the school applied for a significant increase in the level of 
funding in respect of a breakfast and lunch club for 267 pupils for 5 days across 36 weeks – re-
questing a total of over €105,000. The school has been allocated €7,500 to continue running the 
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breakfast club as in previous years.

The additional €2 million allocated to the school meals programme budget for 2013 is being 
used to extend the school meals local projects scheme to additional DEIS and special schools. 
The Department contacted approximately 170 schools requesting expressions of interest in 
participating in the scheme for the current school year. Expressions of interest in joining the 
scheme were received from approximately 90 schools and applications from over 50 schools 
have been processed to date.  Bringing new schools into the scheme is considered the fairest 
way of ensuring as many DEIS schools and disadvantaged pupils as possible have access to 
some level of funding under the school meals local projects scheme.

After the additional schools have finalised their food clubs, the Department will review the 
level of remaining funding available to DEIS schools which are currently participating in the 
programme.  The school referred to by the Deputy will be examined as part of this process.

15/10/2013WRM02150Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

15/10/2013WRM02200180. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cathain a chuirfear Cláir na dToghthóirí faoi réir Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla ionas go 
mbeidh seoltaí as Gaeilge agus as Béarla air. [43475/13]

15/10/2013WRM02300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Ba mhaith liom aird an Theachta a dhíriú ar cheist ghaolmhar (Ceist Dála Ui-
mhir 87) a d’fhreagair mé ar an 14 Meitheamh 2012. Is ceist don Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil é seo sa chéad áit.

15/10/2013WRM02350Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

15/10/2013WRM02400181. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sé cinnte de go bhfuil chuile Roinn agus comhlacht Stáit ag cloí le forálacha 
Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 maidir lena dteideal a bheith scríofa i nGaeilge os cionn 
an leagain Bhéarla agus ar cóimhéid leis ar aon chomhartha agus ar aon bhileog pháipéir agus 
mura bhfuil, cé na bearta atá sé ag glacadh chun iallach a chur orthu a ndualgas faoin dlí a 
chomhlíonadh.  [43540/13]

15/10/2013WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Is gnó é do chomhlachtaí poiblí a thagann faoi scáth Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 
2003 a chinntiú go gcomhlíontar na dualgais atá orthu faoin Acht agus faoi na Rialacháin a 
dhéantar faoin Acht.  Faoi alt 21 den Acht, is ar Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga atá an cúram 
maidir le faireachán a dhéanamh ar chomhlíonadh fhorálacha an Achta ag comhlachtaí poiblí.

15/10/2013WRM02550Bord Údarás na Gaeltachta

15/10/2013WRM02600182. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil céim i bpleanáil teanga ag aon duine de na comhaltaí a cheap sé ar bhord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta. [43541/13]

15/10/2013WRM02700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Ní miste dom a mhíniú nach raibh an cháilíocht atá luaite ag an Teachta ar 
cheann de na riachtanais a bhí sonraithe san fhógra poiblí a rinne an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin 
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Phoiblí ar son mo Roinne i mí Iúil 2012, inar lorgaíodh léirithe spéise ó dhaoine a raibh suim 
acu i gceapacháin chuig bord Údarás na Gaeltachta. Dá bhrí sin, ní raibh aon ghá d’iarratasóirí 
an t-eolas sin a chur ar fáil.

Mar chuid den phróiseas roghnaithe, tugadh cuireadh do dhaoine sonraí a thabhairt maidir 
lena gcuid fostaíochta agus a gcuid cáilíochtaí acadúla chomh maith le léargas a thabhairt mai-
dir lena gcumas in inniúlachtaí ar leith, lena n-airítear:

- cur chun cinn na Gaeilge agus pleanáil teanga;

- forbairt fiontraíochta agus cruthú fostaíochta;

- forbairt pobail; agus

- cur chun cinn na n-ealaíon. 

Is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfuil réimse leathan taithí, scileanna agus 
cáilíochtaí ag na comhaltaí atá ceaptha ar an mbord, lena n-áirítear an phleanáil teanga, cé nach 
féidir liom a dheimhniú go bhfuil céim sa phleanáil teanga i gceist in aon chás i gcomhthéacs 
an méid atá ráite agam.

15/10/2013WRN00150Seirbhísí Eitilte

15/10/2013WRN00200183. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil coiste stiúrtha bunaithe ag an Roinn le féachaint i ndiaidh an staidéir atá le déanamh 
ar riachtanas an PSO do na seirbhísí aeir chuig na hoileáin Árann; agus má tá, an bhfuil ionadaí 
ó na hoileáin ar an gcoiste; agus cén chaoi a bhfuil sé i gceist ionchur na n-oileánach a chinntiú 
sa staidéar seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43584/13]

15/10/2013WRN00300184. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
na dátaí ó Mhárta 2011 go dáta a tionóladh an Coiste Monatóireachta ar na seirbhísí iompair do 
na hóileáin; cén uair a bheidh an chéad chruinniú eile den choiste; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh.  [43586/13]

15/10/2013WRN00400185. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén comhairliúchán a rinneadh le pobail na nOileán maidir leis an athbhreithniú ar na seirbhísí 
aeir chuig na hoileáin Árann; cén t-ionchur a bhí acu maidir leis na téarmaí tagartha; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43587/13]

15/10/2013WRN00500188. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
measúnú ar an tseirbhís aeir go hÁrainn faoi rialacháin 1008/2008 AE; cén fáth go gcaithfear 
é a dhéanamh anois; ar chuir AE aon tuairisc faoina leithéid; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [43592/13]

15/10/2013WRN00600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 to 185, inclusive, and 188 together. 

Mar is eol don Teachta, tá mo Roinn ag lorg tairiscintí ó chomhlachtaí chun tabhairt faoi 
athbhreithniú ar an tseirbhís aeir a chuirtear ar fáil d’Oileáin Árann faoi Oibleagáid Seirbhíse 
Poiblí faoi Rialacháin 1008/2008 den Aontas Eorpach. Tá an t-athbhreithniú sin á dhéanamh 
anois mar go bhfuil gá lena leithéid faoi na Rialacháin ós rud é go raibh deireadh tagtha le tré-
imhse an chonartha 4 bliana a bhí i bhfeidhm don tseirbhís aeir. 

Bhí pobal Oileáin Árann curtha ar an eolas roimh ré faoin athbhreithniú seo a bhfuil na téar-
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maí tagartha ag teacht leis na Rialacháin. Glactar leis go mbeidh ar na comhairleoirí a cheapfar 
cur chuige cuí a aimsiú chun tabhairt faoi athbhreithniú neamhspleách ar an tseirbhís aeir, lena 
n-áirítear dul i ndáil chomhairle leis na páirtithe leasmhara. 

Maidir le cruinnithe ó Mhárta 2011 den choiste monatóireachta ar na seirbhísí iompair 
d’Oileáin Árann, is féidir liom a chur in iúl don Teachta gur tionóladh cruinnithe ar na dátaí seo 
a leanas: 19 Bealtaine 2011, 3 Feabhra 2012, 7 Meán Fómhair 2012 agus 25 Eanáir 2013.  Níl 
dáta socraithe don chéad chruinniú eile den choiste monatóireachta.

15/10/2013WRN00650Plean Reatha Teanga

15/10/2013WRN00700186. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén uair a tháinig an plean reatha teanga atá ag an Roinn Coimirce Sóisialaí i bhfeidhm; an bh-
fuil sé i gceist plean nua a aontú go luath; ar tharla comhráití idir an dá Roinn maidir le seirbhísí 
a sholáthar trí Ghaeilge do phobal na Gaeltachta agus, má tharla, an ndéanfaidh sé cur síos ar 
nádúr na gcomhráití sin, le sonraí na n-éileamh a bhí ag a Roinn san áireamh; agus an ndéan-
faidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [43588/13]

15/10/2013WRN00800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tháinig scéim teanga reatha na Roinne Coimirce Sóisialaí i bhfeidhm ar 1 Mei-
theamh 2007.  Leagtar amach sa scéim sin teanga na bealaí éagsúla trína ndéanfaidh an Roinn 
Coimirce Sóisialaí seirbhísí éagsúla dá cuid a chur ar fáil i nGaeilge do phobal na Gaeltachta 
agus don phobal i gcoitinne thar shaolré na scéime.  Mar is eol don Teachta, bíonn feidhm ag 
scéim teanga ar feadh tréimhse trí bliana ón uair a dhaingnítear í nó go ndaingnítear scéim nua, 
cibé acu is déanaí. 

Tá obair sa treis idir oifigigh mo Roinne agus oifigigh na Roinne Coimirce Sóisialaí le tamall 
anuas chun an dara scéim teanga a aontú.  Ag féachaint do na hathruithe a tháinig ar fheidh-
meanna na Roinne sin in 2011, áfach, iarradh ar an Roinn i mí Lúnasa na bliana sin a chinntiú 
go gclúdófaí feidhmeanna uile na Roinne athstruchtúrtha sa dréacht dara scéim teanga.  Tuigim 
go ndéanfar gach iarracht an obair seo a thabhairt chun críche chomh luath agus is féidir. Sa 
chomhthéacs seo, ní miste na dúshláin faoina gcaithfidh comhlachtaí poiblí feidhmiú i láthair 
na huaire agus na srianta atá orthu dá réir maidir le hacmhainní foirne agus buiséid a aithint.

Is fiú a nótáil go n-aithnítear sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge  2010-2030 an gá atá le 
socruithe cuí a dhéanamh chun cur leis an líon oifigeach sa Státchóras atá in ann feidhmiú go 
dátheangach agus go mbunófar na socruithe sin de réir a chéile, ag aithint na srianta earcaíochta 
atá ann faoi láthair. Chomh maith leis sin, tá sé ráite sa Straitéis go ndéanfar cláir oiliúna te-
anga a fhorbairt chun cur le líon na n-oifigeach sa Státchóras atá in ann seirbhísí a sholáthar trí 
Ghaeilge. Faoin gcomhaontú seirbhíse maidir le cúrsaí oiliúna agus córas creidiúnaithe Gaeilge 
do Státseirbhísigh atá aontaithe idir an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe agus mo 
Roinnse ó mhí Feabhra na bliana seo, tá céimeanna sa treis faoi láthair chun feidhm chuí a thab-
hairt do mholtaí ábhartha na Straitéise sa réimse seo.  Tá mé dóchasach go gcuideoidh na bearta 
seo le soláthar seirbhísí i nGaeilge ó ranna agus oifigí Stáit i gcoitinne.

15/10/2013WRN00850Limistéir Oidhreachta Nádúrtha

15/10/2013WRN00900187. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltach-
ta Ealaíon cé na socruithe atá déanta le plean bainistíochta a chur i bhfeidhm ar na limistéir 
oidhreachta nádúrtha ar na hOileáin Árann, céard iad na socruithe atá déanta chun é seo a 
dhéanamh i gcomhpháirt le pobal na nOileán; an mbeidh cúiteamh ar fáil faoin bplean do na 
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húinéirí áitiúla; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [43589/13]

15/10/2013WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Is togra taispeána é togra AranLIFE a chuirfear i bhfeidhm ar na trí Oileán Árann 
thar thréimhse 4 bliana ó 2014-2017.  Níl sé i gceist ag mo Roinn plean iomlán bainsistíochta 
a chur i bhfeidhm ar na hoileáin ach, ag baint úsáide as maoiniú LIFE+, déanfar iarracht dea-
chleachtais bainistíochta caomhantais na bhfeirmeoirí áitiúla sna limistéir atá ainmnithe faoi 
líonra Natura 2000  ar na trí oileáin a fhorbairt agus a léiriú. Bainfear leas as eolas agus taithí 
áitiúil feirmeoireachta, mar aon le saineolas na gcomhpháirtithe eile sa togra, chun dul i ngleic 
leis na dúshláin a bhaineann le feirmeoireacht oileánda agus chun stádas caomhantais na limis-
téar ainmnithe a fheabhsú.

Meastar go bhféadfadh thart ar 70 feirm (suas le 1,011 heicteár de thalamh Natura ) ar fud 
na dtrí oileán a bheith bainteach go díreach leis an togra.  Is é €2,597,685 an buiséad measta 
iomlán do thogra AranLIFE.  Tiocfaidh 75% de mhaoiniú an togra ó chlár maoinithe LIFE+ an 
Aontais Eorpaigh agus tiocfaidh an 25% eile den mhaoiniú ó na comhpháirtithe eile, i.e., An 
Roinn Talamhaíochta, Foraoiseachta agus Mara, Fáilte Éireann, Comhairle Chontae na Gail-
limhe agus An Chomhairle Oidhreachta, chomh maith le tacaíocht ó mo Roinn féin. Beidh 
Teagasc agus An Institiúid Teicneolaíochta, Sligeach, rannpháirteach chomh maith.

Nuair a bheidh foireann an togra ceaptha go luath i 2014, tabharfar cuireadh d’fheirmeoirí 
na dtrí oileán spéis a léiriú i bpáirt a ghlacadh go deonach sa togra. Eagrófar cruinnithe poiblí 
chun an togra a phoibliú agus a mhíniú. Gheobhaidh feirmeoirí a bheidh páirteach sa togra 
íocaíocht as oibreacha comhaontaithe a chur i gcrích mar chuid den togra.  Beidh méid na hío-
caíochta ag brath ar phlean bainistíochta a bheith aontaithe i gcás gach feirm.

Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 183.

15/10/2013WRN01150Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

15/10/2013WRN01200189. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide details of the legal right to compensation under the regulations implementing 
the habitats directive here where current turf cutting or farming practices that do not require a 
licence or planning permission are impinged on by the 1997 regulations; if he is satisfied that 
such compensation has been made available to all affected persons affected by the regulations; 
the amount of compensation paid out each year since 1997; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43633/13]

15/10/2013WRN01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Euro-
pean Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 have been revoked and replaced by the 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. 

Under the 2011 Regulations, as under the 1997 Regulations, compensation is payable from 
my Department where a person has been refused consent by me for a prescribed activity within 
a European site that he or she has been undertaking in the five year period prior to the refusal.

However, compensation schemes have generally been put in place, where required, without 
the need to undergo a formal legal process under the Regulations. Such schemes include:

- a comprehensive compensation scheme for those affected by the cessation of turf cutting 
on raised bog habitat nominated for designation as special areas of conservation under the EU 
Habitats Directive;
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- a voluntary bog purchase scheme. The voluntary bog purchase scheme is closed to new 
applicants;

- small-scale farm plan schemes, which support farmers in adopting appropriate manage-
ment practices in the Natura 2000 network. It should be noted that the main farm plan scheme 
operated by my Department is currently closed to new applicants.

While my Department has the lead role in relation to the implementation of the Habitats Di-
rective and the Birds Directive, significant funding is provided through the rural development 
programme, operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, which provides 
for a range of supports for farmers, including payments in respect of sites nominated for desig-
nation under the Directives.

The amount of compensation paid under the various schemes operated by my Department 
since 1997 is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

15/10/2013WRN01350Statute Boundaries Issues

15/10/2013WRN01400190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he and or his Department are aware of the situation in respect of a bound-
ary dispute whereby Ordnance Survey Ireland reversed its previous decision, which resulted 
in a change of existing physical boundaries in the case of persons (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43622/13]

15/10/2013WRN01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no function in respect of the matter set out in the Question. 

In accordance with section 4(2) of the Ordnance Survey Ireland Act 2001 the function of 
OSi regarding statute Boundaries is ‘to provide the necessary technical support to the Chief 
Boundary Surveyor in the performance of his or her duties in delimiting statutory boundaries 
and the delineation of such boundaries on maps’.

15/10/2013WRN01550Broadcasting Service Provision

15/10/2013WRN01600191. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the position regarding DAB radio service to rural communities, especially where 
FM radio coverage is extremely bad (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43087/13]

15/10/2013WRN01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
DAB, or Digital Audio Broadcasting, uses digital technology for broadcasting radio signals.  
The main advantage of digital over analogue technology is that it can be used to accommodate 
more radio services into less spectrum or frequencies.  Regarding signal coverage, my under-
standing is that a DAB transmitter is expected to provide slightly less coverage than an FM 
transmitter.  This means that if an FM transmitter was replaced by a DAB transmitter, there may 
be no DAB signal at all in areas where there had previously been a poor FM signal. 

In regard to the general provision of DAB services, the Broadcasting Act 2009 provides 
for the development of digital radio in Ireland.  This Act gives RTÉ the power to establish and 
operate a multiplex for the purposes of providing a digital sound broadcasting service and gives 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) responsibility for licensing spec-
trum in respect of digital sound broadcasting services.  In addition, it provides that the primary 
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responsibility for ensuring the development of commercial digital radio rests with the Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland.

In regard to the current availability of DAB services in Ireland, RTÉ operates a DAB service 
from five sites around the country and there is also a commercial trial DAB service operat-
ing from Three Rock Mountain near Dublin.  I should also mention that the 2009 Act permits 
analogue sound broadcasting contractors to be retransmitted in a digital format on UPC and 
other cable television systems and a number of radio services are available in a digital format 
via this medium. These include RTÉ radio services and a number of local and national sound 
broadcasters. 

While there are no plans at present to rollout DAB services on a national basis, the BAI will 
continue to monitor and consider the potential for the development of digital radio in Ireland. In 
this regard, the BAI has supported various DAB trials, has organised research and will further 
discuss the potential for DAB or other types of digital radio services through stakeholder meet-
ings in 2013 and 2014. 

Finally, it should be noted that the national radio services are available on SAORVIEW and 
SAORSAT.

15/10/2013WRN01775Energy Resources

15/10/2013WRN01800192. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the position regarding geothermal energy here in the future; if the energy and technol-
ogy used is the same as that used in fracking, and his plans to consult with the public in seeking 
approval for the use of such technology.  [43251/13]

15/10/2013WRN01900193. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the position regarding the geothermal industry; his plans for the future regulation of the 
industry in view of the lack of the primary legislative framework for the exploration, develop-
ment and commercialisation of geothermal energy  [43252/13]

15/10/2013WRN02000194. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources in relation to geo therrmal energy and its development hre, if there are subsidies avail-
able to support renewable projects like GT Energy and his views on the preparation to harness 
the power of GT Energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43253/13]

15/10/2013WRN02100196. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his plans to set up an advisory group to report on the impact and implications of seeking 
to use geothermal energy here; and the likely finance required to extract and use GT Energy and 
the implications it might have for the employment market. [43267/13]

15/10/2013WRN02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 192 to 194, inclusive, and 196 together.

Exploiting deep geothermal energy for electricity production faces a number of challenges 
in Ireland, including the depths to which drilling would have to be conducted as well as find-
ing a use for the waste heat.  Supporting electricity from deep geothermal is likely to be very 
expensive and it is not one of the technologies supported by renewable energy feed-in tariffs.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has supported a number of studies into 
geothermal energy, including “Play Fairway Analysis of the Geothermal Potential of Ireland”.  
Proposed projects may also be considered for funding under the SEAI’s Renewable Energy 
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Research, Demonstration and Development programme. 

In regard to the question of regulation of the industry, a draft Geothermal Energy Devel-
opment Bill is available on my Department’s website.  The intention of the Bill is to create a 
legislative framework to facilitate the exploration for, and development of, geothermal energy 
resources.  Key elements will include exploring (prospecting) for geothermal energy, regulation 
of developments above a certain level of capacity, environmental practices, and safety.  The 
policy objective is to facilitate development of both large and small scale systems.  It is expect-
ed that the Geothermal Energy Development Bill will be published in the second half of 2014. 

The processes for the production of deep geothermal energy are different to those used for 
hydraulic fracturing.  For large projects, which require deep geothermal energy extraction, such 
as power generation or district heating, it may involve drilling two boreholes - one to bring wa-
ter to the heat source and a second to bring the heated water back to the surface to be used for 
energy.  Sand and chemicals are not used and it does not require the fracturing of rocks.  Any 
proposed geothermal projects would be subject to the planning legislation, including as ap-
propriate the requirements for a full Environmental Impact Statement and public consultation.  
Currently, there are no large geothermal installations in Ireland.

15/10/2013WRN02250Electricity Transmission Network

15/10/2013WRN02300195. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason EirGrid proposed super pylons section of Grid 25 in Kildare South are 
not being buried underground; and if he has discussed this issue with the local community who 
have serious concerns about living close to these pylons. [43255/13]

15/10/2013WRN02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This is an operational matter for EirGrid and not one in which I, as Minister, have a role or 
function.

Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 192.

15/10/2013WRN02550Broadband Services Provision

15/10/2013WRN02600197. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the progress of the implementation of the national broadband plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43300/13]

15/10/2013WRN02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses.  This will be achieved by providing

-  a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and 

-  a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services. ComReg has put in place a new 
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regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and for service bundles, both of which 
are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service providers.  ComReg’s multiband 
spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the rollout of advanced mobile broad-
band services.

In order to progress the State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the 
market to invest, a full procurement process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must 
be obtained.  My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current 
and anticipated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected 
to deliver high speed broadband services over the coming years.  The results of this mapping 
exercise will inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as 
envisaged in the National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Implementation of the National Broadband Plan will be complemented by the National 
Digital Strategy which I launched in July last.  The first phase of the National Digital Strategy 
targets specific segments of society, aiming to improve digital adoption and to realise the eco-
nomic and social benefits that digital technologies can bring.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

15/10/2013WRO00150Broadband Services Speeds

15/10/2013WRO00200198. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way persons living in rural areas of County Meath will benefit from high speed 
broadband under the national broadband plan; the areas in County Meath by electoral division 
that will benefit under this scheme; and the timeframe for the delivery of high speed broadband 
for each of these areas.  [43301/13]

15/10/2013WRO00300200. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, En-
ergy and Natural Resources when he will be in a position to supply high-speed broadband to 
an area (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if the existing service will be improved in the 
near future.  [43511/13]

15/10/2013WRO00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos 198 and 200 together.

Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance 
with the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-
regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including Counties Meath and Offaly, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the com-
petitive market fails to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme 
(NBS).  Broadband services under the NBS are available since October 2010 from the NBS 
service provider, “3”, to persons with a fixed residence or fixed business in the designated NBS 
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Electoral Divisions.  The combination of private investment and State interventions means that 
Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a basic broad-
band service available to all areas by 2013. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband 
is available to all citizens and businesses, including those in Counties Meath and Offaly.  This 
will be achieved by providing; a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating 
and incentivising commercial investment; and a State-led investment for areas where it is not 
commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  In order to progress the State-led 
investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement 
process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained. 

My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and antici-
pated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver 
high speed broadband services over the coming years.  The results of this mapping exercise will 
inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the 
National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in, and maximise the benefits of, a digitally enabled 
economy and society.

15/10/2013WRO00450Energy Conservation

15/10/2013WRO00500199. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the financial assistance by way of grants available to elderly persons in private 
houses to retrofit their homes with a view to conserving energy and in particular with a view to 
putting in place the appropriate insulation required in order to achieve this objective; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43311/13]

15/10/2013WRO00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There are two energy efficiency schemes available to elderly people - the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes and the Better Energy Homes schemes, both of which are administered by the Sustain-
able Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). 

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme is a pivotal element of the Affordable Energy 
Strategy.  The energy efficiency measures it delivers are targeted at low-income families that 
are vulnerable to energy poverty and are living in homes built prior to 2006.  The measures are 
delivered free of charge and the elderly are one of the groups prioritised under the eligibility 
criteria of the scheme.  The programme is delivered through a combination of SEAI appointed 
Community Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors in order 
to ensure national coverage.  Energy upgrades are also delivered on an area based approach 
through a separate programme strand.
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Energy efficiency measures available include draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging 
jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation.  Applicants must 
demonstrate that they are in receipt of one of the following: Fuel Allowance as part of the Na-
tional Fuel Scheme; Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and with children under 7 years 
of age; or Family Income Supplement.

The Better Energy Homes scheme is available to all private homes in Ireland built before 
2006 to encourage people to improve the energy performance of their homes, reduce energy 
costs and thereby improve the comfort levels within their homes.  The scheme provides sup-
port towards the installation of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades including 
solar thermal with the works being undertaken by privately appointed contractors. The scheme 
remains open for applications. 

The level of grants available under the Better Energy Homes scheme are outlined in the 
following table.

Better Energy Homes scheme Grant Levels (€)
Roof Insulation 200
External wall insulation
Apartment (any) OR Mid-terrace House 1800
Semi-detached OR End of terrace 2700
Detached House 3600
Internal Wall Dry-Lining
Apartment (any) OR Mid-terrace House 900
Semi-detached OR End of Terrace 1350
Detached House 1800
Cavity Wall Insulation 250
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler with 
Heating Controls Upgrade

560

Heating Controls Upgrade 400
BER After Upgrade Works (Only one BER 
grant per home)

50

Solar Thermal 800

  Question No. 200 answered with Question No. 198.

15/10/2013WRO00750Córas Náisiúnta Postchóid

15/10/2013WRO00800201. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní 
Nádúrtha an bhfuil sé i gceist go mbeidh na postchóid bunaithe ar logainmneacha agus, sa gcás 
go mbeidh, an é an leagan sa teanga náisiúnta a úsáidfear nó an leagan sa dara teanga oifigiúil; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43585/13]

15/10/2013WRO00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
D’fhógair mé ar an 8 Deireadh Fómhair, gur cheadaigh an Rialtas, ag brath ar chonradh, go 
mbunófaí córas náisiúnta postchóid sa bhliain 2015. Ceapfaidh gníomhaireacht postchóid an 
postchód agus reáchtálfaidh siad é faoi cheadúnas ar feadh deich mbliana ar dtús agus de réir 
rogha an Aire Cumarsáide ar feadh cúig bliana eile. Cuirfidh an córas nua postchóid cód ar 
leith ar fáil do gach seoladh poist in Éirinn, árasáin aonair san áireamh. Beidh 7 gcarachtar sa 
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Phostchód san fhormáid A65 B2CD, ina mbeidh na chéad trí charachtar ag tagairt do cheantar 
ginearálta nó do cheantar poist ina bhfuil an seoladh. Ní bheidh an cód a thagraíonn do cheantar 
ginearálta bunaithe ar ainm áite agus dá bhrí sin, ní bheidh baint ag teanga leis. I mBaile Átha 
Cliath beidh an postchód reatha mar na chéad trí charachtar sa chód 7 gcarachtar. 

15/10/2013WRO00950Fisheries Protection

15/10/2013WRO01000202. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the scientific data collected on eel numbers here since the introduction of a ban in 2009; 
his views on the conservation plans; his plans to bring to an end the prohibition on eel fishing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43598/13]

15/10/2013WRO01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer to the reply to Question No. 373 of 24 September 2013 which dealt comprehensively 
with these matters.

15/10/2013WRO01150Appointments to State Boards

15/10/2013WRO01200203. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if it is intended to improve the gender balance on the board of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland by appointing two women to the existing vacancies on the board of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland, in view of the fact that the current board is made up of six men and one woman and 
that there is a Government objective to have a gender balance on all State boards; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43641/13]

15/10/2013WRO01300204. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he intends appointing a water scientist to the board of Inland Fisheries Ireland, as 
the only qualified scientist on the board has stepped down after her first term of office; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43642/13]

15/10/2013WRO01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 203 and 204 together.

The Inland Fisheries Act 2010 established Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), outlined its func-
tions and set out in some detail the provisions for appointing a person to the Board of IFI. 

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources appoints members as 
follows:

3, including the Chairperson, on his own nomination. 

1 nominated by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government. 

1 nominated by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

3 following advice from the Joint Oireachtas Committee of the names of the person(s) it 
proposes the Minister should appoint.

The Act also provides that one Board member is appointed following election by the staff of 
IFI and that the Chief Executive Officer shall be an ex-officio member of the Board.

In addition, since taking office, this Government has introduced a process to seek Expres-
sions of Interest from persons wishing to be considered for appointment to vacancies on State 



Questions - Written Answers

214

Boards and this information has been used to inform decisions for appointments to State Boards.  
Such invitations are designed to extend the range of suitable persons from which a Minister 
might make appointments, not to constrain that range.

The majority of members of the Board of IFI were appointed during the term of the previous 
Government and there are no current vacancies on the Board of IFI. 

Recent appointments were made in accordance with the Act and the widened opportunity 
for participation that this Government has introduced.  All future appointments will also be 
made in this manner.  In considering applications, due regard is also had to the Government’s 
commitment regarding gender balance on state boards.

15/10/2013WRO01450Energy Policy Review

15/10/2013WRO01500205. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if Ireland is in breach of Article 7 of the Aarhus Convention and Principle 10 of the 
1992 UN Rio Declaration on Environment and Development with regard to the consultation of 
the local community and public at large on the wind exportation projects in the midlands; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43656/13]

15/10/2013WRO01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Aarhus Convention was ratified by Ireland in June 2012 and entered into force on 18 Sep-
tember 2012. Th e three pillars of the Convention are access to information, public participation 
in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters.  Ireland has adopted the nec-
essary legislation to implement the requirements of the Convention and ensure full compliance 
with it.

Last July, I announced that I am putting in place a renewable energy export policy and 
development framework over the next year or so, which will be underpinned by a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment and an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive.  The 
process will offer the opportunity for all stakeholders, including local communities and the 
general public, to input into the framework.  The initial phase of a the public consultation will 
commence in the next few weeks.  In addition, I am putting in place a dedicated section on my 
Department’s website to provide updates on the project on an ongoing basis. 

15/10/2013WRO01650Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

15/10/2013WRO01700206. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the construction of a new main drainage scheme at 
Bandon, County Cork, including commencement and completion dates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43282/13]

15/10/2013WRO01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 provides for the development 
of a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Cork.  It includes 
contracts under construction and to commence to the value of some €230 million in the county 
during the period of the Programme. 

Contracts for both a wastewater treatment plant upgrade and network for the Bandon Sew-
erage Scheme Phase 2 are included as contracts to start during the life of the Programme.  My 
Department is awaiting the submission of a Preliminary Report for the Wastewater Treatment 
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Plant Scheme/Contract.

In relation to the Bandon Sewerage Scheme Phase 2 Network Contract Cork County Coun-
cil has appointed a consultant to complete the Contract Documents which will incorporate all 
of the outstanding works on the scheme.

15/10/2013WRO01850Planning Issues

15/10/2013WRO01900207. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of developers’ bonds that are sitting in banks accounts; the 
amount of interest these bonds have created in view of the fact that many have been invested 
for more than ten years; and, as these bonds are retained to ensure estates and developments are 
completed, the reason this has not happened. [43441/13]

15/10/2013WRO02000240. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of planning development bonds sitting in banks accounts in each coun-
ty; the value of these bonds on a county basis; the amount of interest these bonds have created 
with many being invested for more than ten years; the reason all of this money was not used to 
date to complete unfinished estates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43446/13]

15/10/2013WRO02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 207 and 240 together.

My Department does not collect information on each and every planning security held in 
respect of all housing developments in the country, as this is a matter for the individual local 
authorities.  General guidance has been issued to all planning authorities on matters such as rec-
ommended types of securities, requirements for securities, default events, standard templates 
for wording of bonds, recommended levels of funding to be provided by securities and arrange-
ments for their ultimate release when a development is complete.  This guidance is available on 
my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.

Each local authority has a co-ordinator in place for action on unfinished housing develop-
ments, and they are working with my Department and all relevant stakeholders in progressing 
the Government’s Action Programme on such developments.  I will be publishing a report on 
progress achieved under this programme later this year. 

Information on bonds held by local authorities may be obtained from the authority con-
cerned.

15/10/2013WRO02250Housing Assistance Payments Administration

15/10/2013WRO02200208. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of recently announced changes to rental assistance and the 
transferring of both the assessment and payments to local authorities, if he will outline the new 
local housing allowance restrictions and guidelines; if these changes will impact on all claim-
ants immediately; if there will be any additional support given to those who are hardest hit 
through a discretionary payments fund or through his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43526/13]

15/10/2013WRO02300209. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of recently announced changes to rental assistance and the 
transferring of both the assessment and payments to local authorities, if there will be changes 
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planned for direct payments of local rental allowance to landlords; if direct payments to land-
lords will be allowed in the social rented sector; the way housing costs will be calculated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43527/13]

15/10/2013WRO02400237. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way the new housing assistance payment will work and its role in the overall 
provision of housing. [43428/13]

15/10/2013WRO02500238. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a list of the areas in which the new housing assistance payment 
will be piloted and the dates on which these programmes will commence. [43429/13]

15/10/2013WRO02600239. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the new housing assistance payment scheme will be making use of multiple year 
leases; if he foresees any problems in sourcing properties which will accept these terms; and the 
steps he will take to counteract same. [43430/13]

15/10/2013WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208, 209 and 237 to 239, 
inclusive, together.

In March 2012, the Government approved in principle the transfer of responsibility for 
recipients of rent supplement with an established housing need from the Department of Social 
Protection (DSP) to local authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).

On 18 July 2013, the Government approved the introduction of HAP including the provi-
sion of funding to the local authorities to cover the costs of accommodating HAP claimants.  It 
was also agreed that the Department of Social Protection would provide for the implementation 
of the mandatory direct deduction of rental contributions from the welfare payments of HAP 
recipients and local authority tenants.  My Department and the Department of Social Protection 
continue to work closely on the legal, policy and operational issues involved in developing and 
introducing HAP.

My Department is also working closely with the County and City Managers Association 
(CCMA) in overseeing plans for the implementation of HAP, but more specifically at this stage 
in relation to the test phase, which is planned for 2014 (subject to the enactment of the relevant 
legislation).  A Project Implementation Team is in place and will be responsible for detailed 
planning and implementation during the testing and roll-out phases.  The CCMA has identified 
Limerick as the lead authority to drive implementation in the local government sector, the other 
authorities currently nominated for the test phase are: South Dublin County Council; Louth 
County Council; Kilkenny County Council; Waterford City Council; Cork County Council; and 
Monaghan County Council.

A detailed business process design exercise for HAP involving input from all the relevant 
key stakeholders has been finalised.  The Implementation Team will now, in conjunction with 
my Department, develop a plan for testing the scheme in the selected authorities in 2014 (sub-
ject to the required legislation being in place), with full roll out of the scheme to follow once 
the test phase is complete.  Consideration, where possible, will be given to what aspects of the 
scheme can be assessed under existing mechanisms prior to enactment of the required legisla-
tion.

HAP is being designed so as to bring all of the social housing services provided by the State 
together under the local authority system, with local authorities being responsible for all house-
holds with an established housing need and ensuring significant efficiencies in the provision of 
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rental assistance.  HAP will provide a new framework for the provision of rental assistance, and 
will in as much as it can, facilitate the removal of existing barriers to employment in the rent 
supplement scheme, by allowing HAP recipients to remain in the scheme if they gain full-time 
employment. 

Local authorities will not enter into leases with the landlord in HAP.  Under the new scheme 
applicants will source their own accommodation within the private rented market (as currently 
happens with rent supplement) and the length of the tenancy, as with the tenancy agreement, 
will be a matter between the HAP recipient and the private landlord.  The local authority will 
pay the new assistance payment on the tenant’s behalf directly to the landlord.  The tenant will 
pay a rental contribution to the local authority based on the differential rent scheme for the rel-
evant local authority. 

During the test phase, it is envisaged that the authorities will initially focus on new appli-
cants before moving on a progressive basis to those already in receipt of Rent Supplement.  It 
is also intended that the test phase will prioritise, as much as possible, the transfer of long-term 
unemployed rent supplement recipients to HAP.  This is a reasonable approach to implementa-
tion, which will allow any issues that arise to be dealt with in a graduated way and give local 
authorities sufficient time to scale up the operation of HAP within their housing directorates.

15/10/2013WRO02750Motor Tax Exemptions

15/10/2013WRO02800210. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will address the points raised in correspondence (details supplied) re-
garding off road declarations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43561/13]

15/10/2013WRO02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary purpose of the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 is to replace the system 
whereby a vehicle is only declared off the road when the owner next goes to tax it with a system 
where the vehicle has to be declared off the road in advance.  This is aimed at closing an evasion 
loophole, costing taxpayers approximately €55m per annum, which was facilitated through the 
use of retrospective declarations.

The Act provided for a three month transition period from the commencement of the Act to 
allow motorists to bring their motor tax status up to date and to make both a prospective and 
retrospective off-road declaration.  At the end of the transition period, the Act provides that only 
a prospective declaration may be made.  The Act commenced on 1 July 2013, with the transition 
period running to 30 September 2013. 

I am satisfied that there was extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force and 
widespread awareness of the new arrangements from before the start of the transition period, 
including via bodies representing the interests of owners of vintage and veteran vehicles.  Ad-
vertisements giving notice of the proposed changes were run in national and local newspapers 
in the first week in July and again in the second week in September.  Local radio ads were run 
over the course of a week in July and both national and local radio ads were again run over the 
course of a week in mid-September.  The changes have also been highlighted in a number of 
media articles over the course of that period.

15/10/2013WRO02950Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

15/10/2013WRO03000211. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 478 of 01 October 2013, if he will clearly 
state whether he will make provisions for local authorities to use their discretion when deal-
ing with applicants who are separated and for cost and legal reasons are still named as a joint 
property owner; and if he will allow local authorities to consider cases such as these for social 
housing.  [42987/13]

15/10/2013WRO03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The provisions of the Social Housing Assessment Regula-
tions 2011 set out the procedures for the assessment of applicants for social housing support.  
Decisions on the eligibility of specific persons for social housing support are a matter solely for 
the housing authority concerned.

Regulation 22(1) of the 2011 Regulations provides that a household with alternative accom-
modation that would meet its housing need is ineligible for social housing support.  Paragraph 
(2) of the Regulation clarifies that paragraph (1) does not operate to exclude from eligibility for 
social housing support an applicant who owns accommodation that is occupied by his or her 
spouse, from whom he or she is formally separated or divorced.  Under the enactment, a deed 
of separation is sufficient to set aside this ineligibility ground and it is not necessary to await 
judicial separation or divorce to get a decision on social housing support in these cases.  This 
provision is reasonable in most cases. 

I acknowledge, however, that situations relating to household members who have separated 
may exceptionally arise that may not easily be dealt with under the current Regulations.  As 
stated in the reply to Question No. 478 of 1 October, 2013, my Department is keeping the so-
cial housing assessment provisions under review as part of the overall programme for social 
housing reform and in particular where legislation is currently being considered in respect of 
underpinning the proposed Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme.  The review process 
will, amongst other things, consider what wider discretion might be given to housing authori-
ties by way of Regulations to address the individually difficult and complex cases which may 
present to them.

15/10/2013WRO03150NAMA Social Housing Provision

15/10/2013WRO03200212. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of houses in County Carlow that have been transferred by the National 
Asset Management Agency to local authorities for the purpose of alleviating social housing 
needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42990/13]

15/10/2013WRO03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Of the 137 housing units identified to date by NAMA for 
social housing use in County Carlow, demand has been confirmed by Carlow County Council 
for 82 units. 

Some 55 of these units have been completed or contracted for social housing use. 

My Department, the Housing Agency and NAMA continue to work together with hous-
ing authorities and approved housing bodies towards identifying and bringing units into social 
housing use.  It continues to be my Department’s objective to maximise the delivery of social 
housing using all of the resources available for this purpose.

15/10/2013WRP00150Motor Tax Collection
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15/10/2013WRP00200213. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will examine the amount people are paying for taxing cars quarterly and an-
nually (details supplied). [43005/13]

15/10/2013WRP00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no plans to change the basis for the charging of motor tax for either three month 
discs or six month discs, both of which are set at a higher rate than the equivalent proportion 
of the annual fee to take account of the extra workload for the National Vehicle and Driver File 
(NVDF) and motor tax offices, and the resultant higher administrative and printing costs. In 
addition, reminders are issued on each renewal.

The annual income from the increased charges for three and six month discs in 2012 was 
over €50m. Were changes to be introduced to charge for these discs on a pro-rata basis, the loss 
in income would have to be compensated for elsewhere in the motor tax system, or through the 
taxation system generally.   

In relation to the question of making the service available through the post office network, 
my Department has asked the local government sector’s Programme Management Office, which 
is developing shared services initiatives in the sector in the context of public service reform, to 
include an assessment of the implications of a similar approach in the provision of motor tax 
services. The business case to be developed in that regard will examine service delivery options. 

15/10/2013WRP00350Election Management System

15/10/2013WRP00400214. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the process for the selection of venues as polling booths for elections and ref-
erenda; if any guidelines are issued by his Department for the selection of venues; his views on 
whether community halls should be used, where available, as opposed to schools, thus allowing 
schools to remain open for regular days where voting is held on a week day; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43050/13]

15/10/2013WRP00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary role of my Department in electoral matters is to provide an appropriate policy 
and legislative framework for a modern and efficient electoral system. Within that framework, 
local returning officers are responsible for all matters in connection with the actual conduct of 
elections and referendums. This includes, in accordance with section 94 of the Electoral Act 
1992, the provision of a sufficient number of polling stations, conveniently distributed for the 
accommodation of the electors entitled to vote there.

Guidance issued to Returning Officers by my Department in advance of electoral events 
advises that when schools are used as polling stations, every step should be taken to ensure 
that schools are not closed unnecessarily and that disruption of school work should be kept to 
a minimum. The Guidance advises that, where possible, school halls should be used instead 
of classrooms and that voting compartments and other equipment should be fitted up and dis-
mantled after school hours. The Guidance also advises that it is open to returning officers to 
hire a hall or other premises if they consider it to be appropriate. Electoral law provides that a 
returning officer may, for the purposes of taking a poll and counting the votes, use a school or 
any room in a school free of charge.

15/10/2013WRP00550Local Authority Staff Redeployment
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15/10/2013WRP00600215. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding a voluntary redundancy scheme for local authorities for 
workers in the water area who have been informed that they will be working for Irish Water and 
who wish to take up the voluntary redundancy scheme but, on the basis that they reached 60 
years before 1 September 2013, have been informed that they are not eligible to apply for the 
scheme; if in view of the upcoming changes in their employment with the local authorities the 1 
September 2013 date can re-examined to facilitate those who wish to apply; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43051/13]

15/10/2013WRP00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A voluntary redundancy scheme was introduced for local authorities in July 2013.  The 
aim of the scheme is to achieve a permanent reduction in the workforce of local authorities in 
line with the recommendations of the work force study - Workforce Planning in the Local Gov-
ernment Sector, and the Action Programme for Effective Local Government - Putting People 
First.  The scheme is funded by local authorities from existing resources.

The terms of the scheme were agreed with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and are in line with the terms of the Collective Agreement on redundancy payments to 
Public Servants agreed between the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
Public Services Committee of ICTU in June 2012.  

Under the terms of the Scheme an employee must be under preserved pension age in order 
to be eligible to apply. Employees over 60 years of age can only apply for the scheme if their 
preserved pension age is 65. 

The application and closing dates for the scheme were arrived at after consultation with lo-
cal authorities and there are no plans to amend these dates.

15/10/2013WRP00750Motor Tax Exemptions

15/10/2013WRP00800216. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the new motor tax regulations, which came into effect on 1 
July 2013, in view of their impact on collectors of vintage cars; if he will provide an alternative 
registration process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43065/13]

15/10/2013WRP00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary purpose of the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013, which came into effect 
on 1 July 2013, was to replace the system whereby vehicles were declared off the road only 
when they were next being taxed with a procedure under which vehicles are declared off the 
road in advance.

There was a three month transition period, allowing owners to declare that the vehicle was 
off the road and make a second declaration that it would remain off the road for a period of be-
tween three and twelve months, which facilitated owners of vehicles, including owners of vin-
tage cars, to provide the off-road declarations needed to ensure that there would be no liability 
for arrears of motor tax if and when they wished to use the vehicle on the road at some future 
time.  To maintain this status, owners of such vehicles will be required to renew their declara-
tion that they intend to keep it off the road within the last month of the expiry of the previous 
off-road declaration. It is now possible to make the declaration on-line at www.motortax.ie.  In 
view of the benefits arising from closing off a tax evasion loophole costing an estimated €55m 
per annum, this requirement is not considered onerous.

The Act makes no change to motor tax liability in respect of any class of vehicle.  Vintage 
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vehicles carry a concessionary rate of tax, with owners paying rates of €56 per annum for vin-
tage vehicles and €26 per annum for vintage motorcycles.

15/10/2013WRP00950Departmental Funding

15/10/2013WRP01000217. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide details of his Department’s funding available for green proj-
ects. [43089/13]

15/10/2013WRP01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department provides funding for a range of activities in support of a better envi-
ronment. Information on the various programmes, schemes and initiatives is available on my 
Department’s website: www.environ.ie. 

I would be happy to provide more details on any of the various schemes, should the Deputy 
wish to seek more specific information.

15/10/2013WRP01150Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

15/10/2013WRP01200218. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when a sewage treatment facility (details supplied) in County Galway will be 
upgraded and available for use. [43103/13]

15/10/2013WRP01300233. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when a sewage treatment facility (details supplied) in County Galway will be up-
graded and available for use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43286/13]

15/10/2013WRP01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218 and 233 together.

The Athenry Sewerage Scheme – Network and Treatment Plant Upgrade Contracts are in-
cluded in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 as two con-
tracts to start during the lifetime of the Programme with a combined estimated cost of over 
€11.6 million. My Department approved Galway County Council’s Design Review Report for 
the scheme in May 2012.   I understand that the Council is   currently finalising the Brief for the 
appointment of Consultants to prepare Contract Documents for the scheme. 

15/10/2013WRP01450Proposed Legislation

15/10/2013WRP01500219. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the pyrite remediation enabling legislation will be brought forward; if he 
will expedite same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43120/13]

15/10/2013WRP01600220. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the date on which the Pyrite Resolution Board will accept applications for 
remediation; if this date will be expedited in view of the fact that many homeowners have paid 
in excess of €500 to have their homes assessed and are now waiting to pursue the next steps 
towards remediation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43121/13]

15/10/2013WRP01700234. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government when he expects the building industry to start to contribute to the pyrite 
levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43302/13]

15/10/2013WRP01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219, 220 and 234 together.

While it was my intention to have the legislation published and enacted in the previous 
Dáil term, a number of legal issues arose which have to be addressed. I am working, with my 
Department, to ensure that these issues are resolved as a matter of urgency, with a view to 
early publication of the legislation, following Government approval, which will clarify how the 
scheme will operate going forward. The delay in finalising the legislation has impacted on the 
Pyrite Resolution Board as it would not have been appropriate for the Board to begin to accept 
applications from eligible homeowners in the absence of necessary legislation. However, the 
Board is continuing to work on finalising i ts systems and proced ures including an appli cation 
and processing system. I will continue to attach the utmost priority to providing the structures 
necessary to deliver a practical resolution to the pyrite problem as early as possible.

15/10/2013WRP01850Regeneration Projects Status

15/10/2013WRP01900221. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding Ballymun Shopping Centre, Dublin; and the future plans 
for its development. [43127/13]

15/10/2013WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Planning permission for the redevelopment of the private-
ly owned Ballymun Shopping Centre and the adjoining lands owned by Dublin City Council 
was granted in September 2009. The proposed redevelopment did not proceed at the time due 
to the prevailing economic conditions. However, the provision of commercial, retail and other 
services in Ballymun, and at this prominent site in particular, remains an important objective 
within the context of the overall regeneration programme. 

Dublin City Council and Ballymun Regeneration Ltd continue to liaise with the relevant 
parties, including NAMA and the Receiver, with the objective of progressing the proposed re-
development of the existing shopping centre and adjoining lands. 

15/10/2013WRP02050Illegal Dumping

15/10/2013WRP02100222. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to tackle illegal dumping. [43128/13]

15/10/2013WRP02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Enforcement action against illegal waste activity is a matter for the local authorities 
and the Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) of the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). My role, as Minister, is to provide the legislative and policy framework under which 
both local authority and EPA enforcement action against illegal dumping is initiated. My De-
partment also provides financial support to a network of local authority waste enforcement of-
ficers, as well as to the OEE. In 2012, provision of €10,360,278 was made to support the work 
of a network of local authority enforcement officers, while €2,100,000 was provided to support 
the work of the OEE. 

Each local authority is required to set out an annual programme of action, detailing the en-
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forcement activities towards which this funding will be utilised. Typically, such programmes 
also include actions to tackle illegal dumping. Penalties for serious dumping offences provided 
for under the Waste Management Acts are substantial. Persons who are found to be responsible 
for, or involved in, the unauthorised disposal of waste are liable to a maximum fine of €3,000 on 
summary conviction and/or imprisonment for up to 12 months, and to a maximum fine of €15 
million on conviction on indictment and/or imprisonment for up to 10 years.

15/10/2013WRP02250Dormant Accounts Fund Administration

15/10/2013WRP02300223. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the funding available in 2014 through the dormant account distribution scheme; 
if applications for funding are being accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43129/13]

15/10/2013WRP02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): I have allocated €6.385m for Dormant Accounts Measures in 2013, which includes 
€2.835m to cover once off costs, such as health and safety training, personal protective cloth-
ing and necessary equipment and materials, that will be incurred by local authorities providing 
placements in the Department of Social Protection’s (DSP’s) Local Authority Employment Ini-
tiative, with the remainder to be used to meet existing contractual commitments. The Disburse-
ment Plan of 2009, put in place by the Dormant Accounts Board, will be replaced later this 
year by a new disbursement scheme in accordance with the Dormant Accounts (Amendment) 
Act 2012. The new scheme will be submitted to Government shortly for approval and, in ac-
cordance with the 2012 Act, laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. 

The 2012 Act also provides for the preparation of an action plan to give effect to the dis-
bursement scheme. The plan will also be subject to consultation with relevant Government col-
leagues and will indicate the programmes or types of projects that may apply for disbursement 
and the maximum funds available. Different amounts may be specified in the plan in relation 
to a particular class or classes of programme or project.  Once the plan is adopted, a copy must 
also be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. There are no programmes or measures open 
for application at present under the Dormant Accounts Fund.

15/10/2013WRP02450Vehicle Registration Issues

15/10/2013WRP02500224. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way a tractor owner, who imported a tractor from the UK seven years ago and 
used it only for off-road purposes and now wishes to sell it or use it on the road, can regularise 
the situation if they do not have a tax book or an Irish registration. [43154/13]

15/10/2013WRP02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A vehicle that is currently unregistered can be registered with the Office of the Revenue 
Commissioners. In accordance with motor tax legislation, a vehicle is required to be registered 
prior to being used in a public place or if a notification of transfer of vehicle ownership is being 
made.

15/10/2013WRP02650Water Services Provision

15/10/2013WRP02700225. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will consider a specific water scheme for priority funding for upgrade pur-
poses in his Department’s budgetary submission (details supplied). [43231/13]

15/10/2013WRP02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 includes a number of Water 
Conservation Works Schemes for Cork County Council. 

Funding for water main rehabilitation works is available for suitable projects under the 
Water Conservation Stage 3 Works – Water Mains Rehabilitation Project Phase 1. Cork County 
Council has already been given approval for the rehabilitation of approximately 28km of water 
mains in priority areas under this project. 

In May 2012 Cork County Council submitted a proposal to my Department for Advance 
Water Main Rehabilitation Works countywide at a cost of €17m. My Department advised the 
Council that it should make a submission in line with the requirements of the Water Conserva-
tion Programme. Since June 2012 Cork County Council has submitted a number of proposals to 
the Department for Advance Priority Water Mains Rehabilitation Works and funding of almost 
€5.5m has been approved to enable the Council to undertake the works. 

The Council recently indicated to my Department that it intends to make a further submis-
sion seeking funding for priority water main rehabilitation work in the county and water main 
rehabilitation in the Kildorrery area will be included. No such submission has been received 
from Cork County Council to date. 

15/10/2013WRP02850Mortgage Arrears Proposals

15/10/2013WRP02900226. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update in respect of mortgage-to-let schemes; the counties in 
which the pilot scheme is in operation; the future plans for the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43242/13]

15/10/2013WRP03000227. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline the process involved for persons seeking to access the mortgage-
to-let scheme who have been deemed as having unsustainable mortgages by their lenders; if he 
will provide a breakdown of the counties that are currently engaged in this scheme, along with 
a breakdown of how many persons have applied for the scheme; the number of applications that 
have been approved or rejected; his views on whether the scheme serves to address the issues 
being faced by those families facing mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43243/13]

15/10/2013WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 226 and 227 together.

I assume that the question refers to the mortgage to rent scheme. On foot of the recommen-
dations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears the Government launched a mortgage to rent 
scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, 
targeting those low income families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there 
is little or no prospect of a significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The 
scheme ensures that the family remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an ap-
proved housing body who in turn rent it to the original owners. Eligibility requirements are in 
line with other forms of social housing support.

 To date, over 1,570 cases have been submitted by lenders. Of these, 630 borrowers have 
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been engaged with, or are in the process of being engaged with, by the lender. 20 sales have now 
been completed with a further 50 sales agreed. A pilot mortgage to rent scheme for the most 
acute cases of local authority mortgage arrears was launched earlier this year, in Westmeath 
County and Dublin City Councils, and has now been completed. It is intended to implement this 
scheme throughout the local authority sector very shortly.

15/10/2013WRQ00150Waste Management Issues

15/10/2013WRQ00200228. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to introduce a glass and can buy-back scheme or deposit scheme similar 
to those that operate in other European countries.  [43256/13]

15/10/2013WRQ00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In June 2012, as part of a commitment in the Programme for Government to examine 
the introduction of a levy on packaging in conjunction with a waste reduction programme, I 
initiated a root and branch review of all aspects of the Producer Responsibility Initiative model 
in Ireland. The aim of the review is to assess the nature and level of the challenges which are 
currently facing the existing Producer Responsibility Agreements as well as the forthcoming 
challenges that are expected to arise in the management of various waste streams. My Depart-
ment also completed a consultation process with stakeholders on this issue. Following comple-
tion of the consultation process and the receipt of the consultant’s report, I decided, after careful 
consideration, not to proceed with the introduction of a packaging levy at this time. The main 
reason for my decision is that the introduction of a packaging levy is likely to generate a number 
of regulatory costs to business and the public sector with few identifiable benefits, given our 
very successful packaging recovery and recycling performance to date in Ireland.

In addition, the consultant’s report does not recommend the introduction of a Deposit and 
Refund scheme as to establish such a scheme is inappropriate, in view of the operation of the 
existing packaging scheme (Repak) and policies concerning household waste collection, plus 
the high administrative costs of introducing such a system.  The consultant’s report is available 
on my Department’s website (www.environ.ie).

15/10/2013WRQ00350Priory Hall Development

15/10/2013WRQ00400229. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will address concerns expressed in relation to Priory Hall (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43265/13]

15/10/2013WRQ00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Last week I announced a welcome development in relation to Priory Hall in the form of a 
resolution Framework resulting from a three week process of engagement with the stakeholders 
best placed to deliver the necessary solutions.  

I commend all of the parties concerned who have engaged in good faith in this difficult and 
complex process and who in a very tight timeframe have produced a Framework for resolving 
a unique and exceptional situation which was not of their making.

In broad terms, the key features of the Framework document provide that:  

- the Government, Dublin City Council, the relevant members of the Irish Banking Federa-
tion and other stakeholders will work together to secure the successful resolution of the Priory 
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Hall issue

- recognising the exceptional and unique difficulties faced by the home owners in Priory 
Hall over the last two years, a fair and reasonable solution to their housing needs will be identi-
fied as part of the resolution process

- solutions will be devised on a case-by-case basis in accordance with the Framework, tak-
ing account of the differing circumstances of each owner occupier in Priory Hall

- an appropriate arrangement will also be put place to recognise the difficulties facing own-
ers of buy-to-let properties in Priory Hall

- the cost burden for resolution of the Priory Hall issue will be shared between the State, 
Dublin City Council, relevant members of the Irish Banking Federation and other stakeholders 
as appropriate.

As part of the Framework, Dublin City Council has undertaken to ensure that Priory Hall 
is refurbished into a desirable, high quality, safe location that will include a mix of social and 
private residential units in line with current housing policy.  During this time the owners of 
buy-to-let apartments at the complex will have the option of a moratorium on their mortgages 
while refurbishment takes place on the understanding that repayments will re-commence when 
refurbishment has been completed.

The Government will also establish a group, which will be chaired by Dr Martin McAleese, 
to oversee the effective implementation of all aspects of the agreed Framework.  The imple-
mentation group, which will meet for the first time later this week, will include representatives 
of both former residents and buy-to-let owners, thereby ensuring that all of the Priory Hall ho-
meowners are fully engaged and fairly treated.

15/10/2013WRQ00550Environmental Protection Agency Investigations

15/10/2013WRQ00600230. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the Environmental Protection Agency investigation 
into the recent noxious smell in Shannon, County Clare.   [43270/13]

15/10/2013WRQ00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in close cooperation with Clare County 
Council, is actively investigating the cause of reported odours in Shannon with the objective of 
quickly identifying the source(s) of the odours and the reason why these odours are being re-
leased, so that any appropriate steps may be taken to address the issues and prevent any further 
releases. The EPA has also met with medical professionals from the Midwest Department of 
Public Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE). The HSE is contributing to the inves-
tigation.

The EPA has advised my Department that investigations to date indicate that the source of 
the odours appears to be the sewer network in Shannon. Investigative efforts will be focused 
on the sewer collection network including all discharges to the network and improvements that 
may be beneficial at Shannon Town’s wastewater treatment plant.

The EPA and Clare County Council, with the assistance of the HSE, have put in place an 
action programme for further monitoring and investigation. This includes:

- the development of a programme to optimise the operation of the wastewater treatment 
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plant in order to reduce/eliminate the odour issue, with necessary remedial actions identified 
and measures put in place; 

- on-going odour surveillance by Clare County Council and EPA personnel;

- maintenance of the database of complaints to provide ongoing intelligence on the occur-
rence and nature of odours in the Shannon Area, which is being updated daily as information 
is received;

- on-going assessment by the EPA and Clare County Council of the industrial operations in 
the Shannon area and their environmental performance;   

- monitoring by the HSE of any unusual patterns of illness in the local population;   

- an assessment of relevant portions of the sewer network in Shannon Town to identify any 
significant problems with the integrity of the system; and

- air quality monitoring to measure for hydrogen sulphide, which has a characteristic rotten 
egg smell. 

The odour problem remains under active and detailed investigation by the EPA and Clare 
County Council. The EPA has been liaising with local public representatives as well as local 
media to disseminate information to the public and will continue to do so while the investiga-
tion is ongoing and until the situation is remedied. 

The EPA has also informed my Department that it monitored air quality in Shannon between 
March 2012 and June 2013, measuring a range of pollutants that are the most important indi-
cators for assessing impact on human health. All measured pollutant levels were found to be 
below EU limit values.

15/10/2013WRQ00750RAPID Programme

15/10/2013WRQ00800231. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his intentions for RAPID schemes in the context of his realignment propos-
als under his local government reform agenda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43273/13]

15/10/2013WRQ00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The RAPID programme aims to ensure that priority attention is given to tackling the spa-
tial concentration of poverty and social exclusion in RAPID areas nationally. The programme 
has made substantial progress in identifying the needs of disadvantaged communities and in 
bringing forward appropriate local projects in response to those needs.

I provided funding of €2 million for RAPID in 2013, which is being used to meet my De-
partment’s existing contractual commitments on RAPID projects throughout the country, main-
ly Sports Capital top-ups and CCTV systems, jointly funded with the Departments of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and Justice and Equality respectively.

Future support for RAPID areas will, like other community development programmes, be 
the subject of a focused effort to bring greater co-ordination on an area basis to publicly-funded 
programmes. This will be overseen by new Local Community Development Committees which 
are to be established in each local authority area as part of the reforms set out in Putting People 
First – Action Plan for Effective Local Government. In this regard, I intend that the focus will 
remain on tackling the poverty and social exclusion in RAPID areas and this will be more ef-
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fectively combined with other programmes and actions delivered on an area basis.

15/10/2013WRQ00950Fuel Laundering

15/10/2013WRQ01000232. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total cost involved in dealing with instances of diesel wash in coun-
ties Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal and Louth in each of the past five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43275/13]

15/10/2013WRQ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Enforcement in relation to illegal diesel laundering activities is primarily a matter for the 
Revenue Commissioners. The information sought in the Question is not held by my Depart-
ment. However, between 2008 and 2012 my Department has provided funding of €4,074,258 
on an exceptional basis in recognition of the particular difficulties which arose for the local 
authorities concerned in responding to instances of illegal dumping of oil-laundering residues, 
particularly in relation to costs incurred by them in arranging for the safe disposal abroad of the 
hazardous materials involved. Both Louth and Monaghan County Councils have received the 
most significant levels of support with €3,400,931 being reimbursed to Louth and €620,599 to 
Monaghan during the years in question. In addition smaller amounts have been reimbursed to 
both Cavan and Offaly County Councils. 

I believe that a complete solution to this problem must necessarily involve more effective 
and co-ordinated enforcement of the law from both a revenue and waste management perspec-
tive. In that context, my Department continues to liaise with representatives of the Office of the 
Revenue Commissioners, the local authorities concerned and the EPA’s Office of Environmen-
tal Enforcement to seek to identify more effective enforcement solutions, and these engage-
ments will continue.

Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 218.

Question No. 234 answered with Question No. 219.

15/10/2013WRQ01350Water Services Provision

15/10/2013WRQ01400235. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 210 and 211 of 2 October 2013, in 
view of the fact that Cork County Council has stated that tenants are liable for the pipe repair 
as the estate was taken in charge prior to 2007, if he will make a grant available or instruct 
Cork County Council to carry out the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43317/13]

15/10/2013WRQ01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 210 and 211 of 2 October 2013, which stated that 
the Water Services Act 2007 sets out the functions of a water services authority with regard to 
the replacement of pipes and that it would not be appropriate to provide a grant system for the 
replacement of leaking pipes outside a home-owner’s property. If the Deputy wishes to provide 
more specific detail on the matter at issue, I will ask my Department to pursue further clarifica-
tion with Cork County Council.

15/10/2013WRQ01550Rural Development Programme Projects
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15/10/2013WRQ01600236. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government in relation to the Rural Development Programme for Ireland 2007-2013, the 
number of projects that were deemed ineligible either fully or partially on foot of an inspection; 
the number of these projects that were appealed to the district inspector; the number that were 
upheld by the district inspector; the number that were appealed to the regional inspector; the 
number that were upheld by the regional inspector; the number that were appealed to his De-
partment’s appeals panel; the number that were upheld by his Department’s appeals panel; if the 
Office of the Ombudsman reviewed any decisions-processes by DECLG and, if so, the number 
of same; the number of these decisions-processes that were found in favour of DECLG; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [43358/13]

15/10/2013WRQ01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information sought regarding controls and reviews carried out by the Inspection 
Services Section (ISS) of my Department is not readily available in the format requested. The 
information is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy.

55 decisions made by the Regional Inspectors were appealed to the Department’s Appeals 
Panel (DAP). Nineteen of these appeals were not upheld, fourteen were upheld, eight were 
partially upheld, three were withdrawn, two were disallowed and nine are awaiting a decision. 
Four of the DAP decisions were appealed to the Office of the Ombudsman and one was upheld.

Three further appeals, outside of the DAP process, were submitted to the Office of the 
Ombudsman.  One of these related to a decision by a Regional Inspector and this appeal was 
upheld. Another related to a review of procedures followed by a Local Action Group in refusing 
a project. The review was carried out by a Regional Inspector and the appeal to the Ombuds-
man is ongoing. The final appeal relates to a decision by the Rural Development Section of my 
Department and this was not upheld.

Questions Nos. 237 to 239, inclusive, answered with Question No. 208.

Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 207.

15/10/2013WRQ01950Dualgais Reachtúla

15/10/2013WRQ02000241. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil cathain a chuirfidh sé dualgas reachtúil ar na húdaráis áitiúla maidir le seoltaí a bheith as 
Gaeilge agus as Béarla ar Chláir na dToghthóirí de réir spiorad Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla. 
[43476/13]

15/10/2013WRQ02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Níl sé ar intinn agam dualgas reachtúil a chur ar na húdaráis áitiúla seoltaí a bheith as 
Gaeilge agus as Béarla ar clár na dtoghthóirí. Tá foirmeacha iarratais ar f áil sa dá theanga agus 
is féidir le haon duine a ainm agus a sheoladh a chlarú as Gaeilge nó as Béarla.   

15/10/2013WRQ02150Dualgais Reachtúla

15/10/2013WRQ02200242. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil cathain a chuirfidh sé dualgas reachtúil ar an gCeann Comhairimh seoltaí na n-ionad 
vótála a bheith as Gaeilge ar na cártaí vótála chomh maith leis na seoltaí Béarla a bhíonn ar na 
cártaí vótála leo féin don chuid is mó. [43477/13]

15/10/2013WRQ02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): Níl sé ar intinn agam dualgas reachtúil a chur ar Chinn Comhairimh seoltaí ionaid vótála 
a bheith as Gaeilge ar chártaí vótála.   Tá leagan amach dhátheangach ar chártaí vótála agus is 
ceist é don Cheann Comhairimh seoladh cruinn aon ionad vótála a chur ar na cartaí sin.

15/10/2013WRR00050Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

15/10/2013WRR00100243. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding progress on the six selected pilot waste water treat-
ment schemes; the timeframe for the review of these schemes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43544/13]

15/10/2013WRR00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume the question refers to pilot group sewerage schemes. Responsibility for the ad-
ministration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes group sewerage schemes, has been 
devolved to local authorities since 1997. 

In December 2012, I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to 
€6,500 per house or 75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of 
grant available was €2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser. 

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level. My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding under 
the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for pilot group sewerage schemes which might be 
viable based on the increased grant. 

Following an examination of the proposals received, with particular regard to the environ-
mental justification provided and the estimated costs, I have approved grant assistance towards 
pilot schemes in nine different counties.

Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be reviewed in due course with a view to decid-
ing how best to proceed with the grant scheme. 

15/10/2013WRR00250Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

15/10/2013WRR00300244. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the work of the Commission for the Eco-
nomic Development of Rural Areas to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43545/13]

15/10/2013WRR00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy Coveney, and I launched the 
Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) in October 2012. The 
aim of the Commission was to carry out an extensive public consultation and research exercise 
on the future economic potential of rural Ireland and how best to channel funding and resources 
between 2013 and 2025. The most significant element of the Commission’s work was the exten-
sive consultation process, conducted between January and June of 2013, and consisting of three 
different elements, a series of public meetings, meetings with relevant stakeholders and experts 
and a written submission process that involved the completion of an online questionnaire and/
or written submissions. 

Pat Spillane the Chair of the Commission, has briefed me on the general themes that are 
emerging from the work of CEDRA and noted that the commitment to the development of a 
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strong rural economy was clearly evident throughout the Commission consultation process, 
particularly at community level. The process has identified a diverse and complex series of is-
sues and challenges that the Commission considers should be addressed to support the future 
economic development of rural Ireland. The final recommendations of CEDRA will be framed 
in that context. 

The Commission is now in the final stages of report preparation and I expect to receive the 
draft report shortly. 

15/10/2013WRR00450Public Sector Staff Issues

15/10/2013WRR00500245. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline the statutory right for time off of semi State employees attending 
local authority meetings if they are elected councillors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43567/13]

15/10/2013WRR00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no function in this matter.

The terms of employment of a public servant or a semi-state employee are a matter between 
the individual concerned and his/her employer in consultation where required by law or public 
policy with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and where appropriate, the Gov-
ernment Department with specific sectoral responsibilities.

The local government legislative code does not provide for time off from their employment 
for any person elected as a member of a local authority.

15/10/2013WRR00650Shared Ownership Scheme

15/10/2013WRR00700246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the action taken to date to address the outstanding issues in respect of exist-
ing shared ownership loans and mortgages with particular reference to the extent to which the 
rental part of mortgage repayments has dramatically escalated with resultant hardship; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43629/13]

15/10/2013WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement an-
nounced the standing down of all affordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership 
scheme, in the context of a full review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act. That 
review is available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie and the period for public sub-
missions closed on 27 September 2013. 

Earlier in 2013, I asked the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency to conduct a 
standalone review of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the main dif-
ficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures. I have received an interim draft of the 
review from the Agency and I intend to issue a circular letter to local authorities this month with 
preliminary recommendations arising from the review. 

A number of issues have been identified that need further detailed financial analysis in order 
fully to assess the impact on local authority finances of possible mitigating measures. This ad-
ditional work is underway and I expect to be in a position to address other aspects of the matter 
in the coming months. 
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15/10/2013WRR00850Rural Development Programme Funding

15/10/2013WRR00900247. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of projects over €150,000 in value, awaiting approval, broken 
down by integrated company, value and the date received, the reason for the delay in approving 
these projects; if consideration has been given to raising the threshold for ministerial approval 
from €150,000 to €250,000; if not the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43630/13]

15/10/2013WRR01000249. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of Leader projects of more than €150,000 value that are awaiting 
ministerial approval; the date each project was submitted; the value of each project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43636/13]

15/10/2013WRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 247 and 249 together. 

Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 was agreed with the European Com-
mission in February 2007 and stipulates that all projects in excess of €150,000 require prior 
approval from my Department. These projects are regarded as potentially higher risk to the fund 
due to their high value. I have no plans, therefore, to increase the threshold beyond €150,000.

Experience to date has shown that around 80% of the projects submitted to my Department 
do not have all the necessary information on file and in some cases have significant levels of 
deficiencies regarding and compliance with, EU Regulations including in relation to eligibility. 
Examining the projects is therefore time consuming. 

Currently, 45 projects are at various stages of assessment, as set out in the table below. 

LAG Date Received Grant aid requested Stage 
Mayo North East 
LEADER Partner-
ship 

15/07/2011 €196,387 Rejected pending 
further information   

Mayo North East 
LEADER Partner-
ship 

01/10/2011 €180,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

South West Mayo 
Development Co 

24/01/2012 €196,911 Rejected pending 
further information 

FORUM Connemara 
Ltd 

23/08/2012 €431,888 Rejected pending 
further information 

Mayo North East 
LEADER Partner-
ship 

03/10/2012 €194,726 Rejected pending 
further information 

Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership South 
and East Cork Area 
Dev Ltd. 

05/11/2012 
28/11/2012 

€428,869 €500,000 Rejected pending 
further information 
Rejected pending 
further information 

Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership 

04/12/2012 €300,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

South Kerry Devel-
opment Ltd. 

21/12/2012 €500,000 Rejected pending 
further information 
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LAG Date Received Grant aid requested Stage 
Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership 

16/01/2013 €268,125 Rejected pending 
further information 

Clare Local Devel-
opment Company 
Ltd. 

18/01/2013 €200,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

North Tipperary 
LEADER Partner-
ship 

18/01/2013 €199,994 Further Info Re-
ceived 

FORUM Connemara 
Ltd. 

11/02/2013 €324,766 Rejected pending 
further information 

West Limerick Re-
sources Ltd 

26/02/2013 €200,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

Roscommon Inte-
grated Development 
Co 

27/02/2013 €196,925 Rejected pending 
further information 

Waterford LEADER 
Partnership Ltd. 

01/03/2013 €183,310 Further Info Re-
ceived 

South and East Cork 
Area Dev Ltd. 

13/03/2013 €330,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Waterford LEADER 
Partnership Ltd. 

10/04/2013 €200,000 Under Assessment 

Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership 

03/05/2013 €169,238 Rejected pending 
further information 

Comhar na nOileáin 
Teoranta 

07/06/2013 €200,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership 

26/06/2013 €200,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Louth LEADER 
Partnership 

26/06/2013 €200,000 Under Assessment 

Louth LEADER 
Partnership 

26/06/2013 €200,000 Under Assessment 

South West Mayo 
Development Co 

26/06/2013 €200,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

Roscommon Inte-
grated Development 
Co 

28/06/2013 €200,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

South West Mayo 
Development Co 

03/07/2013 €201,970 Further Info Re-
ceived 

FORUM Connemara 
Ltd. 

04/07/2013 €500,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Comhar na nOileáin 
Teoranta 

08/07/2013 €172,728 Further Info Re-
ceived 

FORUM Connemara 
Ltd. 

10/07/2013 €200,000 Under Assessment 

Laois Community 
and Enterprise Dev 

16/07/2013 €198,426 Rejected pending 
further information 
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LAG Date Received Grant aid requested Stage 
Co Wicklow Com-
munity Partnership 

23/07/2013 €217,046 Rejected pending 
further information 

Laois Community 
and Enterprise Dev 

23/07/2013 €198,426 Rejected pending 
further information 

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh 
Teo 

31/07/2013 €500,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh 
Teo 

31/07/2013 €500,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh 
Teo 

06/08/2013 €470,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh 
Teo 

12/08/2013 €356,250 Under Assessment 

Roscommon Inte-
grated Development 
Co 

12/08/2013 €179,885 Rejected pending 
further information 

Fingal LEADER 
Partnership Co. 

14/08/2013 €197,818 Under Assessment 

Longford Commu-
nity Resources Ltd. 

19/08/2013 €200,000 Rejected pending 
further information 

Ballyhoura Develop-
ment Ltd 

21/08/2013 €200,000 Further Info Re-
ceived 

Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership 

28/08/2013 €375,000 Under Assessment 

Ballyhoura Develop-
ment Ltd 

29/08/2013 €400,000 Under Assessment 

Waterford LEADER 
Partnership Ltd. 

30/08/2013 €183,842 Rejected pending 
further information 

Fingal LEADER 
Partnership Co. 

01/09/2013 €178,570 Under Assessment 

Co Wicklow Com-
munity Partnership 

13/09/2013 €438,312 Rejected pending 
further information 

15/10/2013WRR01150Property Taxation Administration

15/10/2013WRR01200248. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a house has to be habitable to make it liable for the local property tax; 
the difference in the law regarding this matter between the LPT and the non-principal private 
residence, under which non habitable houses were exempt from the NPPR; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43635/13]

15/10/2013WRR01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Queries concerning Local Property Tax liability are a matter for my colleague, the Min-
ister for Finance.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of lo-
cal authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The Non Principal 
Private Residence Charge is set at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, 
holiday and vacant properties. The Charge operates on a self-assessment basis.
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The 2009 Act places the Charge under the care and management of the local authorities, and 
application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority. Interpretation 
of the legislation may be a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately may be a 
matter for the Courts.

Under the 2009 Act “residential property” is defined as a “building that is situated in the 
State and that is occupied, or suitable for occupation, as a separate dwelling.” There are a num-
ber of indicators as to what makes a property suitable for occupation for the purposes of deter-
mining liability to the Charge. The indicators include the structure of the property, whether or 
not it has a roof, whether or not it is so affected by dampness as to render it unsuitable for habi-
tation, and whether or not it has sanitary facilities, including a water closet and water supply. 
A property that is not suitable for occupation should not be regarded as a residential property 
within the meaning of the 2009 Act and would not therefore be liable for the Charge.

2013 is the final year of the operation of the Non Principal Private Residence Charge. Since 
its introduction in 2009, the Charge has been an important source of revenue for local authori-
ties and has funded the provision of vital local services.

  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 247.

15/10/2013WRR01450Rural Development Programme Funding

15/10/2013WRR01500250. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the latest date for approval of projects under the current Leader programme 
and the latest date for the completion of projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43638/13]

15/10/2013WRR01600251. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will allow committals under the Leader programme in excess of the 
project funding available, in view of the fact that not all projects given approval will have made 
full draw-down by the end of the programme in 2015; if he will ensure that all EU funding un-
der the programme is drawn down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43639/13]

15/10/2013WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 and 251 together. 

My Department is monitoring the situation carefully regarding expenditure and approvals 
under the Programme. I will examine all unallocated funding in early November with a view to 
reallocating funding to other qualifying projects. 

The European Commission recently allowed commitments under the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 to continue to made into 2014 and 2015 subject 
to some conditions. I have no plans, however, to allow commitments to be made beyond the end 
of December 2013 at this point. My Department will continue to monitor the situation closely 
to ensure that there is full commitment and drawdown by the end of 2015. 

Local Development Companies’ (LDC) contracts for the delivery of the Programme expire 
during the period 30 September - 31 December 2014. Project promoter’s contracts must expire 
three months in advance of the expiry date of the relevant LDC contract to allow for adequate 
time to complete the payment process for the project. 

15/10/2013WRR01750European Disability Strategy
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15/10/2013WRR01800252. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
Ireland is not taking part in a European Commission’s pilot project proposal for an EU wide 
disability card while 12 other European countries are; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42989/13]

15/10/2013WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): 
As part of the actions for 2010-2015 of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, the Euro-
pean Commission is examining the implications of a mutual recognition of disability cards and 
related entitlements.

Based on the findings of a study on ‘Disability Benefits and Entitlements in European Coun-
tries’ of the European Network of European Experts in Disability and a study conducted by the 
European Disability Forum, the Commission has been promoting an exchange of information 
between Member States and within the High-Level Group on Disability, most recently on 24 
and 25 April 2013.

The development of a mutually recognised EU disability card is one of the actions put 
forward by the Commission in its EU Citizenship report 2013. The EU-model disability card 
scheme could be based on the following principles: a common model for all participating coun-
tries; reciprocity; mutual recognition; active engagement of the national issuing organisations 
and self-sustainability. The scope of the card is likely to be in the areas of culture, leisure, sport, 
transport and tourism, where benefits can be granted upon the presentation of the card.

The level of interest of the EU Member States has been sufficient for the Commission to 
initiate a project working group where representatives of interested Member States and civil 
society will deal with practical details of issuing and managing a multinational card. Ireland is 
seeking clarification on the scope and Terms of Reference of this project working group and 
possible membership will be considered on that basis. The next meeting of the High-Level 
Group on Disability will be held on 23 and 24 October 2013.

15/10/2013WRR01950Closed Circuit Television Systems

15/10/2013WRR02000253. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if further fund-
ing will be made available to Granard Town Council for CCTV projects; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43106/13]

15/10/2013WRR02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Community-based CCTV 
Scheme was launched in 2005 to provide financial assistance towards the capital costs of es-
tablishing a Community CCTV system. To date, two major rounds of the Scheme have been 
advertised, in 2005/2006 and 2007, seeking applications from interested community groups. 

Funding provided under the previous rounds of the Community CCTV Scheme has been 
fully allocated and at present there are no proposals to further extend the Scheme. However, the 
matter will continue to be kept under ongoing review in the context of overall policy consider-
ations and the availability of resources.

15/10/2013WRR02150Northern Ireland Issues

15/10/2013WRR02200254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has decided 
on the possibility of a cross-Border public inquiry on foot of the report submitted to him by 
the Omagh victim support group and the decision by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State, 
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Teresa Villiers, to deny that inquiry; when he made that decision and, if it was done prior to the 
announcement by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State, the reason he has not communicated 
this decision to the Omagh victim support group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42994/13]

15/10/2013WRR02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, I 
met with the Omagh Support and Self Help Group last year and received a copy of a document 
which they have compiled on events surrounding the terrorist atrocity at Omagh.  I am currently 
in the process of finalising a detailed and consideration of the issues raised in that document.  
I will conclude this process soon and once a conclusion has been reached I will communicate 
directly with the Omagh Group.

15/10/2013WRR02350Anti-Social Behaviour

15/10/2013WRR02400255. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider, 
in conjunction with the Department for Social Protection, to deduct anti-social behaviour order 
fines directly from social welfare payments.  [43002/13]

15/10/2013WRR02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
a major reform of the fines system, including in relation to the type of fine referred to by the 
Deputy, is provided for in the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Bill 2013 which was published on 
19 July last and recently passed second stage in the Dáil.

The Bill does not provide for the recovery of fines by the attachment of social welfare pay-
ments.  However, it does provide for the imposition of community service orders where a per-
son fails to pay a fine and the court is of the view that it would not be appropriate to make either 
an attachment order or a recovery order.

The Bill also provides for an enhanced instalment payment regime which will allow every-
one on whom a fine is imposed to pay the fine by instalments over 12 months. 

15/10/2013WRR02550Garda Deployment

15/10/2013WRR02600256. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when will he be ap-
pointing a replacement superintendent in Granard, County Longford.  [43007/13]

15/10/2013WRR02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.  I understand from the Commissioner that a Superintendent has recently 
been appointed to the Granard District and will take up duty there in the near future.

15/10/2013WRR02750Owners Management Companies

15/10/2013WRR02800257. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review a 
case (details supplied) that relates to the management of a housing estate in County Donegal; 
if he will identify a pathway forward for the residents; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [43014/13]

15/10/2013WRR02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that I am not in a position to comment on individual cases. In general, I can say that the primary 
purpose of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to reform the law relating to the owner-
ship and management of common areas of multi-unit developments and to facilitate the fair, 
efficient and effective management of owners’ management companies (OMCs). These are the 
companies which are established for the management of such areas, the membership and direc-
tors of which comprise the owners of residential units within the development.  Such companies 
are generally subject to the provisions of the Companies Acts and their articles of association. 

Section 30 of the 2011 Act addresses the problems which arise when an OMC is struck off 
the Companies Register for non-compliance with statutory reporting requirements. Under com-
pany law, a company that has been struck off has a period of one year within which to provide 
the Registrar with the relevant information and accounts. Thereafter application for restoration 
must be made in the High Court. However, section 30 provides that the period of one year is 
extended to 6 years in the case of OMCs. When restored to the Register, it shall be deemed to 
have continued in existence as if it had never been struck off. Each application for restoration 
must be accompanied by a certificate from a solicitor or accountant to the effect that the OMC 
is operating in that capacity.

15/10/2013WRS00075Family Reunification Applications

15/10/2013WRS00100258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 154 of 19 September 2013, the procedure to be followed by a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 15 in respect of family reunification; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43020/13]

15/10/2013WRS00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my previ-
ous answers to PQs No. 437 of 25 June 2013 and 154 of 19 September 2013.  As I previously 
advised the Deputy, I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 
of my Department that the person referred to by the Deputy as the guardian is not a refugee and 
is therefore not entitled to make a Family Reunification application on behalf of their nephew.  
It is, however, open to any person to make an application for immigration permission or for 
a visa to come to Ireland and to present the circumstances of their case.  All applications are 
considered on their individual merits.  However, granting family reunification in respect of a 
nephew would be very much an exception to the norm.  The circumstances would therefore 
have to be exceptional and such that there is no other realistic option for the care of the nephew 
of the person concerned.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRS00250Garda Expenditure

15/10/2013WRS00300259. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the costs 
of running the drug squad unit within An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [43070/13]

15/10/2013WRS00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the total expenditure, including salary costs, for the Garda National Drugs Unit 
in 2012 was €5,707,761.

As the Deputy will be aware, all Gardaí have a responsibility in the prevention and detection 
of criminal activity.  Specifically in relation to drugs, I can assure the Deputy that An Garda Sío-
chána continues to pro-actively and resolutely tackle all forms of drug crime in this jurisdiction.  
The Garda National Drugs Unit, works closely with dedicated Divisional and District Drug 
Units and other national units, including the Organised Crime Unit, as well as the Criminal As-
sets Bureau in targeting persons involved in the illicit sale and supply of drugs.

15/10/2013WRS00450Anti-Social Behaviour

15/10/2013WRS00500260. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the anti-social activity at a location (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [43131/13]

15/10/2013WRS00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the location referred to is within the Clontarf Garda Sub-District.  I am also 
informed that local Gardaí are aware of residents’ concerns and that the property referred to is 
receiving Garda attention.

Current policing plans in the area are designed to address issues of crime and public order 
offences and local Gardaí continue to work with relevant individuals and groups in this regard.  
Local Garda Management closely monitors patrols, and other operational strategies in place, 
in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the community in the area to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public.

15/10/2013WRS00650Irish Prison Service

15/10/2013WRS00700261. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total cost to 
the State of an investigation into an incidence of bullying within the Irish Prison Service (details 
supplied); if he will provide a breakdown of the costs; how the decision was made to commis-
sion a consultancy company to carry out the investigation; how the consultancy company that 
carried out the investigation was selected; the reason for the delay in finalising the investiga-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43172/13]

15/10/2013WRS00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there are legal proceedings pertaining to this case.  In 2008, the Irish Prison Service made a 
decision that an independent formal investigation was required in this case.  This is in line with 
the Service’s ‘Anti-Harassment, Sexual Harassment and Bullying Policy’.  Accordingly, the 
Irish Prison Service engaged the services of an independent external investigator to conduct an 
investigation into an allegation of alleged bullying and harassment.  In selecting the Investiga-
tor, another external investigator who provided similar services was also considered at the time.

There were a number of reasons for the lengthy period taken to complete it.  These included 
the withdrawal from and subsequent re-engagement with the investigation by the parties, the 
non-availability of witnesses at certain times, issues regarding the disclosure of certain records 
by some of the parties, the necessity to seek legal advice on a number of occasions during the 



Questions - Written Answers

240

course of the investigation, and the making of new allegations at a late stage in the investigation 
which required further interviews to be carried out.  I am advised by the Director General of 
the Irish Prison Service that the total cost of the investigation in question was in the region of 
€45,000.  The costs include investigator fees, administrative and meeting expenses.

15/10/2013WRS00850Temporary Release of Prisoners

15/10/2013WRS00900262. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will make 
provision for a prisoner (details supplied) on temporary release to sign on at their local Garda 
station. [43185/13]

15/10/2013WRS01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Prison Service in-
form me that the person to whom the Deputy refers was approved for Reviewable Temporary 
Release from 1 October 2013.  Prior to being granted temporary release, prisoners must agree 
that they will abide by certain conditions.  If they fail to abide by the conditions, they risk being 
returned to custody.

As part of the temporary release conditions associated with this particular case, the indi-
vidual concerned is required to report to their local Garda Station on a daily basis and with the 
prison on a weekly basis.  It is considered by the Irish Prison Service that it is too early at this 
stage of the sentence to reduce the reporting conditions but this will be kept under review.

15/10/2013WRS01050National Drugs Strategy Implementation

15/10/2013WRS01100263. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the meetings he has had 
since coming to office with the Department of Health and-or the Department of Education and 
Skills and the Garda Commissioner regarding the misuse of illicit substances; the effect of the 
sale and purchase of such on communities, families and so on; the results of such meetings, if 
any; his plans to provide specific extra drug units within Garda divisions; the plans he has to 
co-operate with other Departments and State agencies to deal with this serious matter; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [43189/13]

15/10/2013WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The problem of drug misuse 
remains one of the most complex social problems that we face.  Our national response to the 
problem is set out in the National Drugs Strategy for the period 2009-2016.  The Strategy 
adopts a comprehensive and pillar based approach to the issue, involving the implementation 
of a wide range of measures across the five pillars of drug supply reduction, prevention, treat-
ment, rehabilitation and research.  The Strategy is being led out under the stewardship of my 
colleague Minister of State at the Department of Health Mr. Alex White T.D., who under this 
remit liaises and meets with Ministerial colleagues, Departments and agencies as is required.  
The Deputy will appreciate that this is the appropriate forum for Departmental contacts of the 
kind which he mentions.

Under our institutional arrangements, the implementation of the Strategy is monitored by 
the Oversight Forum on Drugs.  This Forum, which is chaired by Minister of State White, is 
made up of representatives of both State and non-governmental bodies, including the Depart-
ments of Health and Education and Skills and my own Department, reflecting the ongoing 
multi-agency and multi-sectoral approach in tackling this issue.  I can assure the Deputy that 
my Department and its agencies continue to actively participate in all of the structures in place 
under the Strategy and will continue with the ongoing implementation of all actions assigned to 
the criminal justice sector under that Strategy.
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With regard to drug law enforcement, I can assure the Deputy that I meet on a regular basis 
with the Garda Commissioner concerning law enforcement matters.  Drug law enforcement 
remains a key priority area for the Government and for An Garda Síochána.  This is clearly 
reflected in An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan for 2013 which highlights a strong focus in 
combating serious crime in all its forms, in particular organised crime and its close links with 
drug trafficking.  Furthermore, An Garda Síochána is also involved in a range of collaborative 
work involving community interests including, for example, the work of the local and regional 
Drugs Task Forces, the work of the Joint Policing Committees and community initiatives such 
as the work being undertaken, in partnership with the Family Support Network organisation, in 
tackling the problem of intimidation associated with drug related debts.

Finally, with regard to the issue of additional drug units within Garda Divisions, this is an 
operational matter for the Garda Commissioner.

15/10/2013WRS01250Garda Operations

15/10/2013WRS01300264. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to ongoing public concerns regarding anti-social activity in Dublin city centre, 
particularly on weekend nights; the actions gardaí are taking to deal with the problems associ-
ated with public drunkenness, drug-dealing and other anti-social activity; the current status of 
Operation Stilts; if he will provide any data on the outcome of this operation; if he will provide 
details of Garda activity levels under Operation Stilts on a monthly basis for the past 12 months; 
and if he will seek assurances from the Garda Commissioner that the operation will continue at 
the same level throughout the year.  [43212/13]

15/10/2013WRS01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that 
I am aware of the concerns referred to and that I am in regular contact with the Garda Com-
missioner about all aspects of policing and community safety with a view to ensuring that the 
streets of our cities and towns are safe for all.  Policing in Dublin city centre is focused on 
targeting anti-social behaviour (particularly relating to excessive drinking), begging, theft and 
public order offences.  A proactive approach is being applied with the emphasis being placed 
on known areas of anti-social behaviour and public order incidents.  Measures are in place to 
address difficulties experienced by local residents and businesses including the designation of 
certain areas as hotspots for such criminality and with additional high-visibility patrols being 
directed by local Garda management.

A number of Garda Operations are being conducted in the North Inner City which actively 
combat the issue of anti-social behaviour.  Operation Stilts utilises a high visibility presence 
to police identified areas including O’Connell Street, Marlborough Street, Talbot Street, North 
Earl St, Abbey St, Eden Quay, the Boardwalk, Wolfe Tone Street, Parnell Street and adjacent 
side streets to prevent and disrupt the activities of persons involved in anti-social behaviour and 
drug offences.  In December 2012 the operation was further intensified by combining the use of 
uniformed high-visibility personnel and plain clothes personnel.

Operation Spire provides for a high visibility policing presence specifically on O’Connell 
Street at critical times to address anti-social behaviour, drug dealing and related crime through 
a robust regime of arrests, seizures, and by issuing anti-social behaviour orders.  In this regard, 
Gardaí have made successful application for Orders from the District Court against a number of 
individuals, who have been banned from specific areas within the city centre.

The levels of activity and resources applied to particular Garda Operations fluctuate accord-
ing to circumstances and these Operations are a part of the overall policing activity in the area.  
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As such, a breakdown of the impact of the specific operations is not readily available but the 
relevant Central Statistics Office figures (Recorded Crime in the Dublin Metropolitan Region 
North Central Garda Division) indicate an overall downward trend in the range of offences 
typically associated with anti-social behaviour.  More generally, local Garda management en-
gage on an ongoing basis with a wide range of local businesses, community groups and other 
organisations with a view to addressing the many issues associated with policing a busy city 
centre with a vibrant night time economy.  In particular, the Garda authorities participated in 
the multi-stakeholder Strategic Response Group (SRG) which published the report “A Better 
City for all” in June 2012.  This Group set out a partnership approach to manage the provision 
of drug related services, and to address public substance misuse and associated anti-social be-
haviour in Dublin’s city centre.

While the allocation of Garda resources to support Operation Stilts, or any other operation 
is, of course, a matter for the Garda Commissioner, he has assured me that local Garda manage-
ment closely monitors the range of operational strategies in place, in conjunction with crime 
trends and policing needs of all who use the city centre, to ensure optimum use of resources, 
and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

15/10/2013WRS01450Citizenship Applications

15/10/2013WRS01500265. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
a citizenship application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork which was 
submitted in January 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43269/13]

15/10/2013WRS01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for 
a certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.  I 
considered the application in February, 2012 and decided to defer making a final decision in this 
case for 12 months.  The person concerned was notified of this decision and the reason for it in 
a letter issued on 20 February, 2012.

Further investigations are ongoing in this case and it will be resubmitted to me for decision 
in due course.  The Deputy will appreciate that the granting of Irish citizenship through natu-
ralisation as provided for in law is a major step for the State which confers certain rights and 
entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and it is important that 
appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRS01650Proposed Legislation

15/10/2013WRS01700266. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will indicate a 
timeframe within which the criminal justice (prevention of corruption) Bill 2012 will be intro-
duced into Irish law; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43276/13]

15/10/2013WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Justice (Corrup-
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tion) Bill is currently being drafted and it is hoped that the Bill will be ready for publication in 
the coming months.

15/10/2013WRS01850Garda Divisional Headquarters

15/10/2013WRS01900267. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when construction 
work on the new Garda divisional headquarters in Renmore, Galway will receive the go ahead; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43357/13]

15/10/2013WRS02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision of a new Garda 
Divisional Headquarters in Galway was included in the special Government stimulus package 
announced in July 2012.  It is intended that this project will be delivered by means of a Public 
Private Partnership and the necessary work involved is being undertaken by the relevant agen-
cies.  As the arrangements to be put in place for Public Private Partnerships are complex, it is 
not possible at this stage to indicate when the specific elements of the project will be completed.  
However, I can  assure the Deputy that they are being treated as a priority.

15/10/2013WRS02050Crime Levels

15/10/2013WRS02100268. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will seek a report 
from the Garda Commissioner regarding the increase in the number of house burglaries that 
have occurred in the Donaghmede area, Dublin 13 over the past several weeks; the additional 
steps gardaí will take to tackle same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43387/13]

15/10/2013WRS02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have raised the Deputy’s con-
cerns with the Garda authorities, who have informed me that, as part of the measures to tackle 
burglary under Operation Fiacla, Operation Acer is in force in the Dublin Metropolitan Region, 
including the Coolock Garda District which covers the Donaghmede area.

Operation Acer provides both a preventative and detection element and focuses on geo-
graphical areas and specific targets.  It is an intelligence driven operation and, in the area in 
question, resources from Coolock assisted by Divisional Traffic Units and Divisional Crime 
Task Force Units conduct analysis led checkpoints and patrols to target specific areas and case 
manage targeted offenders.  These targeted patrols and checkpoints are kept under review to en-
sure adjustments are made to maintain the effective focus of the operation.  I am also informed 
that the impact of the Operation can be seen in Garda crime figures for the year to date in 2013 
which show a decrease of 14% in the number of burglaries in the Coolock area when compared 
to the same period in 2012.

Operation Acer operates alongside ongoing community policing measures, including prob-
lem solving with the community and ongoing liaison with schools, businesses and households 
in providing crime prevention advice and assistance to victims of burglary.  I am advised that 
local Garda management closely monitors the allocation of resources in the context of crime 
trends, policing needs and other operational strategies to ensure optimum use is made of Garda 
resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. 

15/10/2013WRS02250Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

15/10/2013WRS02300269. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proposal 
he will bring forward in terms of informing the public of the whereabouts of convicted sex of-
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fenders where gardaí believe the criminal is a threat or a risk to the local community in which 
the or she is living; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43494/13]

15/10/2013WRS02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Sex Offenders Act 2001 
contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at protecting children and other persons.  
Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of sexual offences subject to notification 
requirements.  The provisions of the Act also extend to any offenders convicted abroad of the 
same range of sexual offences who enter the State.  All offenders subject to the notification re-
quirements are monitored by the Sex Offender Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at 
the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Investigation.  The Unit is supported by Garda Inspec-
tors nominated in each Garda Division throughout the State.

It is already possible, in exceptional circumstances such as an immediate risk to a persons 
safety and welfare, for Gardaí to provide appropriate information to the public.  Currently, this 
is done on an administrative basis but, subject to Government approval, I intend to put these 
arrangements on a statutory footing in the forthcoming Sexual Offences Bill.  I expect to bring 
legislative proposals to Government for approval in a matter of weeks.  It is my intention to 
publish the General Scheme of the Sexual Offences Bill once my proposals have been consid-
ered by the Cabinet.

15/10/2013WRS02450Garda Overtime

15/10/2013WRS02500270. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
by which the Garda overtime bill has been cut in the past five years up to September 2013; if he 
will provide the figures per year for the past five years showing each individual year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [43495/13]

15/10/2013WRS02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda overtime provision 
for 2013 is Euro 39.66 million and the position in relation to this area of expenditure over the 
last five years is set out in the following table.

Year Expenditure
2008  €115.3 million
2009 €79.5 million
2010 €78.2 million
2011 €80.9 million
2012 €42.4 million
While expenditure on Garda overtime has been reducing as part of the necessary reduction 

in public expenditure, a number of additional factors must be taken into account.  In particular, 
there have been significant changes in Garda practices which have reduced the need for Garda 
overtime in recent years.  In this context, a new roster for members of the Garda Síochána has 
been introduced.  The outcome of the new roster is to match the varying policing demands 
across the country with the availability of resources.  The new roster is more flexible and it re-
sults in having more Gardaí on duty when the demand is greater.  It also enables Garda manage-
ment to make more efficient use of available resources generally, with the result that the amount 
of overtime required to be worked by Garda members is reduced.

In addition, the Haddington Road Agreement provides two specific measures which impact 
on the demand for overtime.  Firstly, voluntary Garda overtime will be worked at a reduced 
rate of time and one quarter rather than time and a half and, secondly, each Garda, Sergeant and 
Inspector will work an additional 3 days each year in the period 2013 - 2015, providing almost 
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400,000 additional policing hours to the Commissioner which, in turn, contribute towards re-
ducing Garda overtime expenditure.

More generally, Garda management, as part of the efficiency drive which must continue 
right across the public service, are keeping under continuing review the scope for measures, 
whether through better deployment or otherwise, which have the potential to reduce the need 
for overtime.  The priority will remain the deployment of the maximum number of Gardaí on 
frontline operational duties, and indeed the crime statistics published by the Central Statistics 
Office reflect the excellent work being done by the Garda Síochána in this regard.

15/10/2013WRS02650Garda Training

15/10/2013WRS02700271. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his plans to 
reopen Templemore College will be prioritised so that recruitment and training of new gardaí 
may recommence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43510/13]

15/10/2013WRS02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that a recruitment competition is to commence in the very near future and it is expected that 
the first batch of new recruits will enter the Garda college in mid 2014.  Even apart from this, I 
can assure the Deputy that Templemore Garda College is and has been fully open as the main 
training centre for the Garda Síochána.  The Chief Superintendent in charge of the College, and 
the members of the team there, develop, coordinate and direct all training interventions up to 
the most senior ranks. 

 The College provides operationally focused training across a range of areas including fire-
arms training, driver training, public order training, operational skills programmes, manage-
ment development programmes and of course Garda Reserve training.

Training is provided in the College for over 5,000 members of the Garda Síochána annually 
and I can confirm that the College will continue to provide a centre of excellence for training 
for the Garda Síochána.

15/10/2013WRS02850Garda Vetting Applications

15/10/2013WRS02900272. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
average waiting time for an application for Garda vetting to be decided; if it is planned to take 
steps to expedite the process by, for example, moving to an online system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [43555/13]

15/10/2013WRS03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that the number of vetting applications received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) 
each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 2012 and it is expected that there will 
be upwards of 350,000 applications this year.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the 
current average processing time for applications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of 
receipt.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on 
particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  Nonethe-
less, this is a significant improvement on the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July 
this year.  This improvement reflects the fact that I have given this matter particular priority as 
it is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and efficiently.
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In that context,  I have been actively engaged on this issue with my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.  As a result of that engagement, I am pleased to say that the 
Garda Commissioner has confirmed to me that there are now 136 whole time equivalent staff 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013.  Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks.  Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU.  This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170, 
more than double that of the average allocation of 78 staff at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the development of an e-Vetting solution is also un-
derway.  This will facilitate the processing of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the 
time-consuming current process of manually managing all applications received.  The initial 
phase of testing this e-vetting system will take place during late 2013.  When this is achieved, 
this system will streamline the overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute 
to reductions in processing times for all vetting applications.

15/10/2013WRT00150Court Procedures

15/10/2013WRT00200273. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos 138 of 26 September 2012 and 426 of 8 October 2013, if he will 
provide a breakdown of the courts in the 24 districts managed by the Courts Service that are 
enforcing section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010; and the level of enforcement taking place in 
each of those districts. [43556/13]

15/10/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued since May 2012 
include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road Traffic Acts to bring 
their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they are attending court. 
The conduct of any case before a court is a matter for the presiding judge.  I am informed that 
the Courts Service has communicated with the judiciary to facilitate an arrangement whereby 
defendants who appear before the court are requested in court to produce their driving licence, 
and a copy thereof, to the court registrar for the purpose of having the driving licence number 
recorded. In this regard, where in accordance with the directions of the judge, a licence is pro-
duced in any District Court throughout the country to the court registrar, the licence details are 
recorded.

The Deputy will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  
Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance 
of its functions, which includes the provision of statistics. However, in order to be of assistance 
to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the table below provides a breakdown of the 
number of defendants convicted of penalty point offences and the number of driving licences 
recorded in each Court District in respect of those convictions for the period March 2012 to 
August 2013.

District Number No. of defendants 
convicted

No. of driving 
licence numbers 
recorded

% of Licences 
(rounded to nearest 
%)

1 - Donegal 175 29 17%



15 October 2013

247

2 - Sligo/Donegal/
Leitrim

337 75 22%

3 - Mayo 95 22 23%
4 - Roscommon / 
Galway

675 180 27%

5 - Cavan / 
Monaghan

236 41 17%

6 - Drogheda / 
Dundalk

372 57 15%

7 - Galway 412 122 30%
8 - Tipperary 110 30 27%
9 - Westmeath / 
Longford

470 173 37%

10 - Meath/Louth 251 53 21%
12 - Clare 395 110 28%
13 - Limerick 831 230 28%
15 - Laois /Offaly 363 103 28%
16 - Wicklow 664 123 19%
17 - Kerry 205 38 19%
18 - West Cork 335 129 39%
19 - Cork City 1,243 436 35%
20 - North / East 
Cork

658 164 25%

21 - South Tipperary 
/West Waterford

195 61 31%

22 - Carlow / 
Kilkenny

456 103 23%

23 - Wexford 526 311 59%
24 - Waterford City 383 104 27%
25  - Kildare 777 148 19%
Dublin Metropolitan 
District

6,329 3,811 60%

TOTAL 16,493 6,653 40%
Note: The Courts Service report does not include convictions in respect of mandatory court 

appearances. Where a defendant appeared in court in a District on more than one occasion the 
defendant is recorded once on the report. 

Visa Numbers

15/10/2013WRT00400274. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of student and work visas that were granted to workers from outside the European Economic 
Area in 2012 and to date in 2013.  [43557/13]

15/10/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that not all non-EEA nationals are required to be in possession of a visa in order to travel to 
Ireland for work or study. Many thousands of persons from countries such as the United States 
of America and Brazil currently working or studying in the State fall into this category.
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In relation to visa required non-EEA nationals, I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service of my Department that the number of study visas granted in 2012 and to 
end-September 2013 was just under 7,000 and 7,500 respectively.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the holder of a Student visa, who is registered on a 
“Stamp 2” student permission, is allowed access to the Irish labour market without the need for 
an employment permit from the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  That access 
is limited to 20 hours per week during academic terms and 40 hours per week during college 
holidays.

It is not possible to show separately figures solely for visas for the purpose of employment 
as data relating to employment visas are aggregated with a number of other categories such as 
short term business, conference and business permission visas, visas for medical professionals 
and event/performance visas.

EU Directives

15/10/2013WRT00600275. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
Government intends to opt in to the new EU directive on the right of access to a lawyer in crimi-
nal proceedings and in European arrest warrant proceedings.  [43579/13]

15/10/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings and in 
European arrest warrant proceedings, and on the right to have a third party informed upon de-
privation of liberty and to communicate with third persons and with consular authorities while 
deprived of liberty was formally adopted on 7 October 2013 by the Council of the European 
Union.

Ireland did not exercise its option under Article 3 of Protocol 21 to the Lisbon Treaty to 
participate in the adoption of the measure when the proposal was presented by the European 
Commission in 2011.  Under Article 4 of the Protocol, Ireland may at any time following the 
adoption of a measure by the Council notify the Council and the European Commission that it 
wishes to accept that measure.

Such acceptance is subject to the Commission being satisfied that the conditions necessary 
for participation in the measure have been fulfilled. The question of pursuing this course of ac-
tion remains open.

Court Accommodation Provision

15/10/2013WRT00800276. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects the 
new courthouse in Drogheda, County Louth to be fully operational; if he and the Courts Service 
envisage that the new development will facilitate sittings of the Circuit Court; the overall cost 
of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43596/13]

15/10/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In July 2012 the Govern-
ment announced an infrastructure stimulus package which includes seven courthouse projects 
in Drogheda, Wexford, Mullingar, Waterford, Limerick, Cork and Letterkenny.

As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management 
of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibil-
ity of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.  In order to be of 
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assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me 
that they are currently working with the National Development Finance Agency and Office of 
Public Works with a view to bringing these projects to the market shortly. The projects are to be 
procured and delivered through a Public Private Partnership.

In relation to the proposed Drogheda Courthouse project, the Service has stated that the 
design provides a level of flexibility by including two courtrooms, one of which is a jury court-
room, which would make the courthouse suitable for use by all court jurisdictions. It is envis-
aged that the new courthouse will be open in 2016. The Service has confirmed that there will 
be no up-front capital expenditure on the project. As it is a Public Private Partnership project, it 
will be paid for by means of regular unitary charges over a period of time.

Residency Permits

15/10/2013WRT01000277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures to be followed to validate residency status and update Stamp 4, in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43610/13]

15/10/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State on 3 January, 2001 under the arrangements 
then applicable to the non-EEA national parents of Irish born children born in the State before 1 
January, 2005. This permission was renewed on a regular basis up until 4 October, 2013.

The person concerned sought to have his permission renewed for a further period by the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) recently. However, I am informed that due to 
concerns regarding his family situation, and as he was not in possession of a valid passport, 
his permission was renewed for three months only, until 14 January, 2014.  This was in order 
to allow him to write to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) in my Depart-
ment to outline his situation. A written request was received by my officials from the person 
concerned on 10 October, 2013. On the same day further documentation was requested from 
him by my officials.  When the requested documentation is submitted, his case will be given 
further consideration.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

15/10/2013WRT01200278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures to be followed to correct the date of birth recorded on her Stamp 4 in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43611/13]

15/10/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned, through 
her legal representative, has made a request to have her personal details amended on Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) records to match those detailed on her national 
passport. This request is under consideration at present. Once the consideration of this request 
has been completed, and a decision arrived at, this decision will be conveyed in writing to the 
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person concerned and, as is INIS custom and practice, the decision will be copied to the rel-
evant legal representative at the same time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

15/10/2013WRT01400279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date and any procedures yet to be pursued in order to determine residency and eligibil-
ity for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43612/13]

15/10/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  I am informed that this application is now at an advanced 
stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision shortly.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

15/10/2013WRT01600280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures to date and yet to be followed in examination and determination of eligibility for naturali-
sation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43613/13]

15/10/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised that an applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy was received 
in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my 
Department and I decided to refuse the application. The person concerned was informed of this 
and the reasons for it in a letter issued on 17th September, 2013.

 It is open to the person in question to lodge a new application if and when he is in a position 
to meet the statutory residency requirements applicable at that time.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
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level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders Issues

15/10/2013WRT01800281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which extension of residency and medium to long term residency can be facilitated in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43614/13]

15/10/2013WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 15th February, 2012, that the Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order 
or of making written representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply 
for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on 
the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a final 
decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

15/10/2013WRT02000282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dure to be followed to regularise residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43615/13]
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15/10/2013WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person men-
tioned by the Deputy registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau on student condi-
tions on 22 June 2010.  There is no record of his presence in the State prior to that date. This 
person’s permission expired on 14 November 2012. It would appear, therefore, that the person 
concerned is unlawfully present in the State and should make arrangements to leave the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders Issues

15/10/2013WRT02200283. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos 198 of 26 September 2013 and 549 of 2 July 2013, the procedure 
to be followed to validate residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43616/13]

15/10/2013WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have outlined details in rela-
tion to the person concerned to the Deputy in previous Parliamentary Questions. The situation 
remains unchanged.

The person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order and one of the stipulations of 
the Order is that the person must present to the Garda National Immigration Bureau. To date he 
has not presented.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders Issues

15/10/2013WRT02400284. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
undertake a review of the residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
2 having particular regard to the time elapsed since the original determination of residency en-
titlement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43617/13]

15/10/2013WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to is 
the subject of a Deportation Order and therefore has no right to residency/naturalisation in the 
State. The Deportation Order was made following a comprehensive and thorough examination 
of his asylum claim and of his application to remain temporarily in the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
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this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Deportation Orders Issues

15/10/2013WRT02600285. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the residency status will be regularised and updated on humanitarian grounds in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43618/13]

15/10/2013WRT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 26th May, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making written representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply 
for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in his case. His judicial review leave application 
was refused by the High Court on 13th May, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal and the then Minister stood.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refu-
gee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted 
will be fully considered before a final decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, 
this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person 
concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

15/10/2013WRT02800286. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when it is 
expected residency status will be updated and Stamp 4 issued in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43624/13]

15/10/2013WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for 
the person mentioned by the Deputy has been granted and the passport has been returned to the 
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applicant.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

15/10/2013WRT03000287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the prog-
ress to date in the determination of residency status and or eligibility for naturalisation in the 
case of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43625/13]

15/10/2013WRT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that applications for a certifi-
cate of naturalisation have been received from the persons referred to by the Deputy and their 
daughter.

The applications are being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicants 
meet the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and law-
ful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRU00150Citizenship Applications

15/10/2013WRU00200288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to residency updating of stamp 4 eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43626/13]

15/10/2013WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to by the 
Deputy has a current permission to reside until March 2015.  An application for a certificate of 
naturalisation has also been received from the person concerned.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
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response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRU00350Asylum Applications

15/10/2013WRU00400289. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status and eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43627/13]

15/10/2013WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 30th July, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making written representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against her. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply 
for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on 
the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a final 
decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRU00550Deportation Orders Re-examination

15/10/2013WRU00600290. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 420 of 24 September 2013, in the case of a person (details supplied) 
wherein the fairness of the procedures followed in his case was again affirmed, notwithstanding 
the serious allegations raised by legal counsel on the person’s behalf in the course of an appeal 
to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal of the subjectivity of issues raised and conclusions reached, 
the obvious inference in respect of natural justice and due process, if it is a cause for concern 
that the original deciding officer in respect of the application for asylum in this particular case 
was never known to have made a single decision in favour of an applicant, despite having ex-
amined more than 1,500 cases; if he will, therefore, review the entire case and revoke the previ-
ous decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43628/13]

15/10/2013WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following a routine review of 
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the case of the person concerned, the Deportation Order made in respect of him has been re-
voked. This position has been communicated to the person concerned. In conjunction with that 
revocation decision, the person concerned has been granted permission to remain in the State 
for a three year period.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

15/10/2013WRU00750Prisoner Transfers

15/10/2013WRU00800291. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a prisoner (de-
tails supplied) in County Derry has applied for a transfer from a prison in Northern Ireland to 
this State; the current position in relation to this transfer; when it is likely to take place in view 
of the fact that they are due to be released in April 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43632/13]

15/10/2013WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am to inform the Deputy that 
as of Friday 11th October, 2013, there has been no  application received from the individual 
referred to in this question regarding his transfer under the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 
1995 and 1997, to serve his sentence in this jurisdiction.   

15/10/2013WRU00950Prisoner Releases

15/10/2013WRU01000292. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is intended to 
provide a prisoner with early release on humanitarian grounds; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43640/13]

15/10/2013WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am to inform the Deputy that 
it is not intended to provide the prisoner with early release on humanitarian grounds. The pris-
oner referred to in this question is currently under review by the Parole Board. The report re-
ceived from the Board in March 2013,  recommended that his case be reviewed in March 2015. 

15/10/2013WRU01150Prison Education Service

15/10/2013WRU01200293. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
money spent each year for the past seven years on the training and education of prisoners; if this 
budget has been cut recently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43645/13]

15/10/2013WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the table below illustrates the amounts spent each year for the past seven years on the train-
ing and education of prisoners. It  is notable that the funding allocated to these areas has been 
retained over the last 3 years (including the current year), despite the general budget cuts ap-
plied across the Prison Vote.  Budgets for 2014 are yet to be set. 

All Figures in € Million Work Training Educational Services
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2006 3.037 1.474
2007 2.612 1.800
2008 2.385 1.694
2009 2.155 1.320
2010 2.088 1.457
2011 1.676 1.240
2012 2.077 1.234

  2013 spend to date not available

2013 budget for Work Training is 2.00 million

2013 budget for Educational Services is 1.265 million

Work Training

The Irish Prison Service places a strong emphasis on improving prisoners’ employability 
prospects through work training activities and accredited vocational training courses. 

A wide range of training workshops operate within the institutions e.g. printing, computers, 
braille, woodwork, metalwork, construction, industrial cleaning, crafts and horticulture. There 
are over 100 workshops and service activities across the prison estate.

The IPS has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and opportunities avail-
able to prisoners in Work Training  in recent years. Enhanced partnership arrangements with 
accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA), and 
the Guild of Launders and Cleaners and the centralising of coordination and quality assurance 
arrangements have enabled us to extend the number of available courses and activities with 
certification. 

The IPS now has over 100 qualifications available across 20 skill sets. The numbers of pris-
oners participating in accredited vocational training courses has increased from 314 in 2007 to 
1,459 in 2012 and 1,030 prisoners received certificates in the last year.

Expenditure under Work Training covers day to day costs of running the activities, includ-
ing equipment purchase, materials, course fees and certification,

Education

Educational services are available at all institutions and are provided in partnership with a 
range of educational agencies including notably the ETBs and Public Library Services. The De-
partment of Education and Skills provides an allocation of 220 whole-time teacher equivalents, 
a figure that has remained unchanged since 2007. Literacy, numeracy and general basic edu-
cation provision is the priority and broad programmes of education are made available which 
generally follow an adult education approach. 

Expenditure under this heading covers the incidental day to day costs of running the educa-
tion centres, including educational equipment purchase and repair, course resource materials 
and educational software.  Teachers’ salaries are funded by the Department of Education and 
Skills.  The expenditure for library services comprises refund of librarian salaries and stock 
purchases to local library services.
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15/10/2013WRU01350Defence Forces Pension Provisions

15/10/2013WRU01400294. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Defence the reason the monthly payment 
date for retired army personnel pension is being changed from the 20th of each month to the 
30th over a five month period; and if he has given consideration to the affect this will have on 
bank transaction dates such as mortgage repayments and-or other direct debit payments and 
considering the age profile of many of these pensioners the paperwork and stress involved in 
changing these payment dates. [43152/13]

15/10/2013WRU01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised that historically, Defence Forc-
es pensions were paid at the end of each month in arrears and this is currently the case for those 
who have retired since March 2012. Payment of the pension ten days in advance on the 20th of 
the month was introduced some years ago to overcome banking and payroll operational restric-
tions. However, as a result of technology and business process improvements these restrictions 
no longer apply. There are underlying administrative costs, such as the costs arising from the 
early draw-down of funds, associated with paying Defence Forces pensions in advance on the 
20th of the month. My Department fully appreciates that, in returning payment of all military 
pensions to the end of the month, a certain proportion of people may currently have financial, 
banking and bill-paying arrangements (such as standing orders, direct debits) organised around 
the 20th. Any inconvenience caused by this move is of course regretted, but there is an obliga-
tion on all public service bodies to reduce administrative costs to the greatest extent possible. 

As part of the regular, ongoing interaction between my officials and the main military pen-
sioner associations, this move was notified to them well in advance to get their feedback. I un-
derstand that they in turn informed their respective memberships.  In that regard, the pensioner 
associations raised some concerns, including the timeframe for implementation of the move 
and the impact on banking and bill-paying transaction dates.  

Insofar as the Department could, those concerns were taken on board. This included writing 
to all the pensioners concerned about the reasons for the move some eight weeks before the 
first scheduled date change on 22 November 2013, and phasing in the move over a period of six 
months.  This is to give people sufficient time to make any necessary changes to their banking 
and other arrangements before the start of the move, should they wish to do so, and to ease in 
the change incrementally over a reasonable period.  The move will be fully completed by end-
April 2014.  The December 2013 pension payment will be paid before the Christmas period.  

15/10/2013WRU01550Defence Forces Training

15/10/2013WRU01600295. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of standard 
ENCO courses under way nationwide; if it was necessary for all those participating in the 
courses to complete an application form; if specific candidates were encouraged by superior of-
ficers to undertake these courses; if there has been unexplained withdrawals from such courses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43186/13]

15/10/2013WRU01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the military authorities that 
there are currently two Standard Non Commissioned Officer (NCO) courses being conducted 
by the Defence Forces. These are a Communications and Information Service (CIS) Standard 
NCO Course; and an Air Corps Standard NCO Course. 

There are 5 students attending the CIS Standard NCO Course which commenced on 7 Oc-
tober and 18 students attending the Air Corps Standard NCO Course which commenced on 2 
September. I am advised by the military authorities that there have been no unexplained with-
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drawals from either of the courses.

Defence Forces Training Courses are listed on an annual basis in the Defence Forces Annual 
Training and Education Directive. However, if a specific need is identified during the course 
of a particular year Training Courses, additional to those set out in the Defence Forces Annual 
Training and Education Directive, may be organised. Defence Forces Training Courses are 
advertised at Brigade/ Formation Level formally through Unit Routine Orders and by informal 
methods such as Electronic Notice Boards, Company Notice Boards etc. In addition, it would 
not be unusual for personnel who have good service records and have demonstrated leadership 
potential to be encouraged to submit an application to undertake courses by their Commanding 
Officer.

I am advised that selection for NCO courses is normally made following consideration by 
the military authorities of written applications by individual NCOs.

15/10/2013WRU01750Seirbhís Cabhlaigh

15/10/2013WRU01800296. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cosanta  cén fáth nach bhfuil sé i gceist 
ainmneacha Gaeilge a thabhairt ar an dá long cabhlaigh nua atá le fáil ag an gcabhlacht an 
bhliain seo chugainn, ainneoin an traidisiúin fhada ag dul siar go bunú an Stáit gur i nGaeilge 
a ainmneofaí aon bhád a bhí i seilbh na bhFórsaí Cosanta agus go mór mór i bhfianaise na bh-
forálacha sa Straitéis Fiche Bliain don Gaeilge maidir le Gaeilge sna Fórsaí Cosanta; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43591/13]

15/10/2013WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Mheas mé gur chóir an polasaí 
maidir le longa na Seirbhíse Cabhlaigh a ainmniú a scrúdú agus tháinig mé ar an tátal gur fearr 
a d’aithneodh ár Seirbhísí Cabhlaigh agus iad ag oibriú sa bhfearann muirí idirnáisiúnta - go 
háirithe agus iad ar cuairt chuig calafoirt coigríche - dá n-ainmneofaí iad i gcuimhne phearsana 
liteartha na hÉireann a bhfuil cáil orthu ar fud an domhain. Measaim freisin go mbeadh sé 
tráthúil anois an cur chuige traidisiúnta atá againn na longa a ainmniú i gcuimhne mhná mio-
taseolaíochta na hÉireann a athrú agus dul i mbun cur chuige a léireodh Éire nua-aimseartha 
agus uilechuimsitheach. Is é mo thuairim go gcruthaíonn na hainmneacha sin nasc ceannasach 
thar a bheith láidir idir an Stát agus an tSeirbhís Chabhlaigh agus go samhlófaí leo, sa bhaile 
agus thar lear, Éire agus Seirbhís Chabhlaigh níos nua-aimseartha.

15/10/2013WRU01950Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

15/10/2013WRU02000297. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
interdepartmental group has been established between different Government Departments re-
garding meeting the targets set down in Food Harvest 2020; the Departments that are involved 
in this group; the frequency with which the group meets; the progress that has been made on 
this to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43467/13]

15/10/2013WRU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Implementa-
tion of Food Harvest 2020 is driven and monitored by the High Level Implementation Commit-
tee (HLIC) which comprises senior executives from Bord Bia, Teagasc, BIM, Enterprise Ire-
land, the Environmental Protection Agency and Forfas as well as departmental representation 
from my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Representatives 
from industry and from other departments, including Environment, Health, Enterprise, Heritage 
and Finance, frequently attend as determined by the issues being discussed. I chair these meet-
ing which generally are scheduled on a bi-monthly basis.
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The Food Harvest HLIC published its 3rd progress report, Milestones for Success 2013 in 
September which illustrates the excellent progress achieved to date. It provides numerous case 
studies on improving competitiveness, sustainability, innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
sector as well as tracking progress against the three main growth targets. The Deputy might note 
that, by end 2012, the value of primary production has risen by 25% vis a vis the 33% projected 
target for 2020, exports have achieved 13% of the 42% projected growth while value-added has 
increased by 20% (end 2011-latest data). Furthermore in early 2011, the HLIC set end-2013 and 
end-2015 milestones so that they could effectively benchmark 2020 progress at interim stages 
and this report shows that all 34 actions to be delivered by end 2013 have either already been 
achieved or are on target.  For further information, a link to Milestones for Success 2013   is 
attached:

http://ezone.agriculture.gov.ie/intranet/media/intranet/economicsandplanning/food-
harvest2020/Milestones2013110913.pdf.

15/10/2013WRU02150Bovine Disease Controls

15/10/2013WRU02200298. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding compensation available for calves from dairy herds with BVD; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43532/13]

15/10/2013WRU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Bovine 
Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication programme, the statutory basis for which is set out in S.I. 
532 of 2012, requires that calves indicating an initial positive or inconclusive test for the BVD 
virus be removed from the herd. I have made compensation available to suckler cow farmers 
who have multiple cases of persistently infected (PI) calves in their herds in order to encourage 
the early disposal of these calves. The compensation scheme offers farmers €100 for the second 
and subsequent calves removed from suckler herds to a knackery with a date of death notified 
to my Department’s Animal Identification Movement System (AIM). The compensation is con-
fined to suckler herds because the “payback period” in these herds is more than twice that of 
dairy herds: it is estimated that the benefit of the eradication of this disease to dairy farmers will 
exceed the cost involved after a period of 6 months. 

15/10/2013WRU02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

15/10/2013WRU02400299. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of disadvantaged areas scheme applications from farmers in County Tipperary; 
the total number of these that have been paid to date; the reason for the delay in the remainder 
of the cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42983/13]

15/10/2013WRU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, 
with payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as 
they are confirmed eligible. The details in respect of payments which have issued to farmers in 
County Tipperary to date are set out in the table below. 

County Tipperary

Year Numbers applied Number paid Value of payments
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2013 4,633 2,861 €5,978,456

15/10/2013WRU02550Farm Inspections

15/10/2013WRU02600300. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will examine the legality and fairness of a farm inspection in County Tipperary in 2012 (details 
supplied) in view of the fact that the person was never notified of the inspection and was not 
present on the farm at the time of the inspection; if he will reconsider the penalties imposed 
arising from this inspection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42984/13]

15/10/2013WRU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the context 
of delivering the Direct Payment Schemes my Department is required to carry out on-the-spot 
inspections on a number of farms covering such issues as eligibility under the Scheme, compli-
ance with EU legislation in the areas of the environment, food safety, animal health and welfare 
and plant health and ensuring that the farm is maintained in good agricultural and environmen-
tal condition. These inspections are mandatory and there are certain minimum numbers and 
types of inspections that must take place annually.

Rules regarding the advance notification of inspections are clearly laid down in the gov-
erning EU regulations and must be adhered to by officials in my Department. In general, all 
inspections should be unannounced. However, the regulations allow my Department to give up 
to 14 days notice for land eligibility and cross-compliance inspections involving SMRs other 
than those related to animal identification and registration, food, feed, and animal welfare. For 
checks involving cattle identification and registration the maximum advance notice is 48 hours. 
For SMRs dealing with feed, food and animal welfare no advance notice may be given and 
these inspections must take place on an un-announced basis. Where it is considered that the 
purpose of any type of inspection may be jeopardised by giving notice, the inspection will take 
place on an un-announced basis. In determining the type of notice to be given for an inspection 
a number of factors are considered so as to ensure that the inspection process is not jeopardised.

These notification procedures are in accordance with those outlined in my Department’s 
Farmers’ Charter and Action Plan. 

The person named was selected for a ground eligibility and cross compliance inspection in 
2012 and having examined the 2012 application it was determined that the inspection should be 
un-announced. This is as permitted within both the EU governing legislation and my Depart-
ment’s Farmers’ Charter and Action Plan. 

The eligibility inspection involved the inspection of lands declared in counties Clare, Lim-
erick, Roscommon and Tipperary. This inspection identified discrepancies between the area 
declared and area found, resulting in an intentional over-declaration in area of greater than 20%. 
Based on the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme this resulted in no payment in respect of the 
2012 scheme and the application of an administrative fine to be offset against any future EU 
payments. The person named was notified of this decision on 19 November 2012.

The cross compliance inspection identified breaches relating to requirements applying to 
Special Areas of Conservation and sheep identification and registration requirements, resulting 
in a 5% penalty. The person named was notified of this decision on 19 November 2012.

The person named sought a review of both inspection decisions. As part of this review pro-
cess the person named was afforded the opportunity to provide any new evidence and support-
ing documentation for consideration by the reviewing officer. The outcome of this review was 
to uphold the original inspection decisions and the person named was notified of this decision 
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on 12 February 2013. 

Following representations to the Department’s Quality Customer Service Unit, senior in-
spectorate officials met with the person named on 4th March 2013 to discuss the procedures 
and outcome of the inspections.

The person named has appealed the inspection decisions to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office. As part of the appeal process an oral hearing took place on 18 September 2013 
where the person named was afforded the opportunity to seek clarification on any issues relat-
ing to how the inspections were carried out and their findings and also to present any additional 
information in support of the appeal. A decision by the Agriculture Appeals Office is pending 
and the person named will be notified of this decision in due course.  

15/10/2013WRU02750Road Improvement Schemes

15/10/2013WRU02800301. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal of a decision on an application for a forest road grant 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42988/13]

15/10/2013WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was notified of the refusal of his application under the Roads Scheme on 10 June 2013.  
My Department does not have any record of receipt of an appeal from him since that decision 
was issued.

15/10/2013WRU02950Bord Iascaigh Mhara

15/10/2013WRU03000302. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son Bord Iascaigh Mhara is hiring new staff in Clonakilty at salaries of between €65,000 and 
€75,000, despite the fact that staff in Dún Laoghaire are already doing the work that is adver-
tised in the vacancy.  [42991/13]

15/10/2013WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) is an independent statutory body and the matter referred to by the Deputy is 
an operational decision and is therefore a matter for BIM itself. I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
query to BIM for direct response.

15/10/2013WRV00150Road Improvement Schemes

15/10/2013WRV00200303. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been on an application for a forest road grant in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42992/13]

15/10/2013WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The contract 
number (CN63551) does not refer to the person named and my Department has no record of an 
application from that person under the Forest Roads Scheme at the address given.  If the Deputy 
could check the contract number with the person named or supply additional information, such 
as a Herd Number, my Department will deal with the matter further.
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15/10/2013WRV00350Road Improvement Schemes

15/10/2013WRV00400304. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an application for a forest road grant in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42998/13]

15/10/2013WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion by the person named under the Forest Roads Scheme is with the Forestry Inspectorate for 
consideration and recommendation in relation to the project.  This should be complete within 
the next few weeks and a decision on the application will be given as soon as possible thereafter.

15/10/2013WRV00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV00600305. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
persons (details supplied) will receive a disadvantaged areas payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43011/13]

15/10/2013WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, and who applied for and were refused derogation 
in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently 
chaired DAS Appeals Committee who advised of the option to pursue the matter with the Office 
of the Ombudsman.

15/10/2013WRV00750Road Improvement Schemes

15/10/2013WRV00800306. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an application for a forest road grant in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43012/13]

15/10/2013WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion by the person named under the Forest Roads Scheme is with the Forestry Inspectorate for 
consideration and recommendation in relation to the project.  This should be complete within 
the next few weeks and a decision on the application will be given as soon as possible thereafter.

15/10/2013WRV00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV01000307. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their farm payment; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43018/13]

15/10/2013WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application on 14 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.  The application of the person named was selected for a ground 
eligibility/cross compliance inspection. This inspection has been completed and the results are 
now being finalised. In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly 
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be in contact with the person named.

15/10/2013WRV01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV01200308. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the remaining payments under the disadvantaged areas scheme will be paid in counties Galway 
and Roscommon, as well as in the other counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43019/13]

15/10/2013WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, 
with payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as 
they are confirmed eligible. The details in respect of payments which have issued to farmers in 
Counties Galway and Roscommon to date are set out below.

County Galway

Year Numbers applied Number paid Value of payments
2013 12,320 8,030 €16,627,207
County Roscommon

Year Numbers applied Number paid Value of payments
2013 5,855 3,663 €7,848,430

15/10/2013WRV01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV01400309. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged areas scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43021/13]

15/10/2013WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRV01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV01600310. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged areas scheme 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43023/13]

15/10/2013WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
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the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRV01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRV01800311. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person’s (details supplied), in County Mayo, agri-environment options scheme 2 capital 
investment receipts will be returned; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43024/13]

15/10/2013WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The receipts 
in respect of this AEOS 2 Scheme applicant were returned on 9 October, 2013.

15/10/2013WRV01950Harbours and Piers Development

15/10/2013WRV02000312. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will confirm that funding has been made available for a development plan (details supplied); if 
he will confirm the amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43080/13]

15/10/2013WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Abbeyside 
Waterfront in Dungarvan is in the ownership of the Waterford County Council and responsibil-
ity for its repair and maintenance rests with that Council in the first instance.  I am happy to 
confirm to the Deputy that funding in the amount of €183,750 has been approved for works 
on the Abbeyside Waterfront Development Project under the 2013 Marine Leisure and Marine 
Tourism Capital Infrastructure Development Programme.  The funding provided is 75% of the 
total cost of the project which is in accordance with the terms and conditions of the programme.

15/10/2013WRV02150Commonage Framework Plans

15/10/2013WRV02200313. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will implement the proposals contained within the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine Review of Commonage Lands and Framework Management Plans report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [43084/13]

15/10/2013WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The report of 
the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture is a valuable contribution to the ongoing debate 
regarding the issues surrounding commonage lands, the views of the various stakeholders hav-
ing being sought and considered by the Committee. As I have indicated previously, while it is 
generally accepted that this is a very complex matter and requires a very detailed action plan 
to cover the various issues, I intend in the near future to set out proposals on how these mat-
ters will be progressed. My firm intention is that the process will be fully inclusive and that all 
stakeholders, particularly farmers and their representatives will be central to the process. It is 
only by adopting this approach that the desired result can be achieved.

With regard to the specific recommendations of the Committee contained in their Report, I 
can confirm that these will be included among the range of issues to be addressed in the process 
that will shortly be commenced by my Department - it very clear that matters to be resolved 
are very wide ranging and complex; it is self-evident that the process required to adequately 
address these must be fully inclusive and focused. To this end, I am determined, as indicated, to 
convene a broad group of all relevant stakeholders, charged with comprehensively addressing 
the range of issues.  
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Commonage lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, par-
ticularly along the West Coast. They also form an important part of the local environment 
from the point of view of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and economic returns e.g. tourism. 
However, there is a substantial risk of land abandonment as under-grazing becomes more of 
a problem.  Under-grazing leads to an increase in ineligible land under Direct Aid and Agri-
Environment Schemes and leads to risk of financial corrections being imposed by EU Com-
mission. It is vital, therefore, to maintain the commonages in GAEC (Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition), or where there is under-grazing, to return the habitat to GAEC.

Following the successful completion of the negotiations on CAP reform under the Irish 
Presidency on 26 June 2013, I launched a consultation process with all relevant stakeholders to 
ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payment Regulation. The 
final date for submissions on the Consultative Paper is 20th September. The agreement provides 
that where there is marginal land the applicant or applicants must graze that land if he or she 
is to satisfy the eligibility criteria to be deemed an active farmer for the purposes of benefiting 
from payment under the Direct Payment Scheme. As most of the commonage land declared 
in Ireland can only be maintained by grazing, this matter will also have to be dealt with in the 
context of maintaining commonages in Ireland.    

Taking all of these matters into account, it is my stated aim is to ensure that a practical so-
lution is reached, which will ensure that the current farmers actively farming these lands are 
protected; that the land is maintained or returned to GAEC and that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are met. In my view, this can best be achieved by working with the 
farmers directly managing the lands, relevant State Agencies, the farming organisations and 
all other interested stakeholders. I have no doubt that work undertaken by the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Agriculture will greatly assist in this matter.

15/10/2013WRV02350Single Payment Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV02400314. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
single farm payment has ceased in respect of those companies or businesses which were found 
to have contributed to the horsemeat scandal.  [43098/13]

15/10/2013WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Penalties 
under the Single Farm Payment, leading to reduced payments, can result from failure to adhere 
to both the EU and National scheme requirements, including rules relating to cross compliance. 
These detailed rules are set out in the scheme Terms and Conditions which are available on my 
Department’s website. Offences which may to taken into consideration to reduce or eliminate 
part or all SFP payments relate solely to actions which contravene these terms and conditions; 
other offences cannot be taken into consideration.

15/10/2013WRV02550Land Parcel Identification System

15/10/2013WRV02600315. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that had penalties imposed on them following a land eligibility inspection in 
County Tipperary in 2012. [43101/13]

15/10/2013WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Officials in 
my Department are collating the data requested by the Deputy and will forward it directly to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.
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15/10/2013WRV02750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV02800316. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a disadvantaged areas scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43108/13]

15/10/2013WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRV02950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRV03000317. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment under the disadvantaged areas scheme will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43110/13]

15/10/2013WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRW00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRW00200318. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment under the disadvantaged areas scheme will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43112/13]

15/10/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.  

15/10/2013WRW00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRW00400319. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if a review of the single farm payment file of a person (details supplied) in County Galway 
has been completed; if an overpayment issue has been resolved as a result; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43113/13]
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15/10/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently examining land parcels declared under the Single Payment Scheme and other 
area-based Direct Payment Schemes. As part of this review a number of ineligible features were 
identified and removed from the parcels declared by the person named.

The person named was notified of this decision and of his right of appeal. Following an ap-
peal from the person named my Department has now carried out a full review of land parcels 
with exclusions declared by the person named and has reversed the original decision. On this 
basis the overpayment has been removed from my Department’s payment system.

15/10/2013WRW00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRW00600320. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if a penalty imposed on a person (details supplied) in County Galway will result in a re-
duction in agri-environment options scheme payments in future years; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that such a recoupment in future years would be a cause of severe financial 
hardship on the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43114/13]

15/10/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010.  Full payment has issued in respect of the 2010 and 2011 Scheme Years 
and 75% payment has issued in respect of the 2012 Scheme Year.

The person named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 8 October 
2012.  During this inspection non compliances with the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme 
were noted in relation to the Traditional Hay Meadow and Coppicing Hedgerows actions which 
resulted in penalties being imposed.  A letter issued on 30 January 2013 notifying the partici-
pant of these penalties and providing him with an option to submit an appeal. An appeal was 
received in my Department on 31 January 2013.

Following receipt of this appeal a review of the file was carried out.  My Department issued 
a letter to the person named on 14 February 2013 upholding the original decision to apply the 
penalties.  This letter also gave him the option to appeal the decision to the Agriculture Appeals 
Office within three months.  An appeal was received but as it was outside the prescribed time 
limit it could not be dealt by the Agriculture Appeals Office and the applicant was advised ac-
cordingly.

A letter issued to the person named on 27 June 2013 detailing the amounts due and the 
recoupment process relevant to the application.   It notified him that, in addition to penalties, 
amounts previously paid for units not found on inspection would have to recouped.  In accor-
dance with the governing EU Regulations if full payment is not received from the participant, 
my Department has no option but to recover these monies from future scheme payments.

15/10/2013WRW00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRW00800321. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43117/13]

15/10/2013WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A 50% ad-
vance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 16 October. EU 
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Regulations governing the administration of the scheme require that full and comprehensive 
administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed before any 
payments issue. Processing of the 2013 application of the person named has recently been fi-
nalised and I expect that payment will issue on that date to the person named.  

15/10/2013WRW00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRW01000322. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged areas scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43124/13]

15/10/2013WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.  

15/10/2013WRW01150Land Parcel Identification System

15/10/2013WRW01200323. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the number of farmers that are finding their payments being cut following their lands 
being digitised, the number of farmers that have been notified that the area of ground they 
have been claiming for is being cut and reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43174/13]

15/10/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain the accuracy the Land Parcel Identification 
System (LPIS), which underpins the processing of applications under these Schemes as well 
as REPS and AEOS. At the start of each year, my Department issues colour maps of all land 
parcels declared by farmers in the previous year together with a covering letter. In that letter, 
farmers are reminded to examine each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their ap-
plication all ineligible features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. 
included in the land parcels.   There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area 
of land declared by them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate. 
They are also given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an an-
nual basis. These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, 
which accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers at the commencement 
of the application period each year. In view of the size and structure of farm enterprises in Ire-
land, farmers are fully aware of all of the non-eligible areas of their holdings.

In addition to any changes submitted by farmers, in order to insure the integrity of the LPIS, 
my Department continuously reviews the eligibility of lands claimed by farmers for the Single 
Payment Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes.  

As part of the clearance process a bi-lateral meeting was held on 25th July between the EU 
Commission Clearance auditors and my Department. At that meeting it was agreed that in order 
to avoid a significant correction, this Department had to review its entire LPIS database and its 
effectiveness and report to the Commission by 15th December. This is a mammoth task but my 
Department is making effort to ensure that it will be completed in a manner that satisfies the 
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Commission. As a result of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed 
areas, which were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed. 

If farmers are not satisfied with the determination made in their case, my intention is to 
introduce a robust and comprehensive appeal process. In the first instance, applicants will be 
entitled to have their case reviewed by submitting their appeal on the form provided by my 
Department. If they are not satisfied with the outcome of the review, they can appeal their case 
to the Independent Land Eligibility Appeals Committee. This Committee with consist of an in-
dependent Chairman and appeal officers from the Agriculture Appeals Office. As the review is 
still ongoing, it is not possible to quantify the number of farmers that will be affected.

15/10/2013WRW01350Forestry Management

15/10/2013WRW01400324. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the management of forestry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43175/13]

15/10/2013WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In a long-
term activity such as forestry, which can create substantial and lasting change, good planning is 
essential to ensure that forest operations are undertaken with minimum impact on both the en-
vironment and the social and economic fabric of the areas in which they occur.  The purpose of 
Forest Management Plans is to provide guidance to farmers, some of whom have little forestry 
experience, on the long term management of their forests.  While the importance of achieving 
an economic return from forestry is a key objective of everyone involved in the forestry sector, 
it is equally important to ensure that forestry operations do not have a negative impact on other 
citizens or on the environment.  The conditions attached to a Forest Management Plan will be 
aimed at ensuring that forestry operations comply with the principles of sustainable forest prac-
tice and can include conditions to ensure that forestry operations such as forest harvesting and 
fertilisation do not negatively impact on, for example, public water supplies, protected wildlife 
species or archaeological sites. 

15/10/2013WRW01550Compulsory Purchase Orders

15/10/2013WRW01600325. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that the Irish Farmers Association strongly opposes the function conferred 
on him to compulsorily purchase land suitable for afforestation or for any other forestry-related 
activities, if section 6(e) will be removed from the Forestry Bill 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43176/13]

15/10/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Section 6(e) 
of the Forestry Bill 2013 does not confer on the Minister the power to compulsorily purchase 
land.  It is merely a restatement of a current provision under Section 9 of the Forestry Act 1946 
which empowers the Minister to purchase, lease or otherwise acquire land (e.g. by land swap).

15/10/2013WRW01750Forestry Management

15/10/2013WRW01800326. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that the Irish Farmers Association opposes the introduction of fees for li-
cences and other unspecified services as it may act as a disincentive to farmers to convert land 
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to forestry and a barrier to mobilisation of the increasingly valuable timber resource, if section 
6(i) will be removed from the Forestry Bill 2013 as the introduction of charges for a forest 
owner to manage his or her forest is counterproductive to the expansion and development of the 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43177/13]

15/10/2013WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of 
the submission made by the Irish Farmers Association on the content of the Forestry Bill, 2013, 
which is currently at Second Stage in Dail Eireann.

The issue raised by the IFA related to Section 24 of the Forestry Bill 2013 which gives the 
Minister the power to introduce fees for the services of the Department.  I must point out that 
it is a matter of policy whether or not any Minister would charge for such services in the future 
and its inclusion in the Bill should not be interpreted as a statement of intent.  It is worth not-
ing the Department does not currently charge for any forestry licences or scheme applications.

15/10/2013WRW01950Forestry Sector

15/10/2013WRW02000327. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if section 13(a) will be removed from the Forestry Bill 2013, and the collection of information 
for statistical purposes be undertaken voluntarily; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43178/13]

15/10/2013WRW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Granting the 
Minister the power to obtain information from forest owners is an important provision which 
will allow the Minister to produce various statistics about the national forest estate. This infor-
mation will facilitate, for example, timber supply forecasts and will also enable the Minister 
to comply with international reporting obligations on changes in carbon stocks in forests. The 
collection of this information will also help to inform that Minister on how forests are being 
managed and assist in determining the direction of future policy.   

With a view to minimising any potential burden on forest holders, it is my intention that my 
Department will, in the first instance, and as far as is practically possible, seek to utilise infor-
mation gathered from existing consent based application processes.

15/10/2013WRW02150Forestry Sector

15/10/2013WRW02200328. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Forestry Bill 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43179/13]

15/10/2013WRW02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have noted 
the points made by the IFA in this matter.  The confidentiality requirement is very important in a 
situation where the Minister is delegating some of his functions to a Committee.  It is important, 
therefore, that sanctions for breach of confidentiality reflect the level of responsibility that is 
being granted to members of the Committee.  It is also important to note that penalties will only 
be imposed on conviction by the Courts.

15/10/2013WRW02350Forestry Sector

15/10/2013WRW02400329. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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in view of the fact that the fines associated with felling a tree without a licence or in contra-
vention of a condition of the licence are excessive for the type of misconduct, if the fines will 
be reduced significantly to reflect the offence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43180/13]

15/10/2013WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I assume 
that the Deputy is referring to the provisions of the Forestry Bill 2013.  As the Deputy will ap-
preciate it is important that any penalty for illegal activity such as illegal felling be sufficiently 
dissuasive, whilst proportionate, to deter any potential illegal actions. It should be noted that a 
penalty will only be imposed on a person following a conviction for an offence by the Courts 
and it will be a matter for the Courts to decide on the level of the appropriate penalty. 

The Deputy will also be aware that in relation to minor offences relating to unlicensed 
felling the Bill provides for Fixed Penalty Notices.  These will operate in a similar fashion to 
speeding fines and will allow minor offences to be dealt with without the offender being taken 
to Court, while also ensuring that illegally felled areas are replanted.

15/10/2013WRW02550Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

15/10/2013WRW02600330. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their farm payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43188/13]

15/10/2013WRW02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is a deceased herd owner. A letter issued from my department to the legal personal rep-
resentatives of the person named advising that payments will issue to the estate of the person 
named when the required testamentary documents are received. 

The holding of the person named was the subject of a Nitrates inspection by my Depart-
ment, acting on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, on 21 January 2013. This inspection uncovered discrepancies related to the management 
and storage of livestock manure and the poaching of lands, resulting in a 25% penalty being 
applied against the 2013 Direct Payments. 

The representatives of the person named have appealed this decision and this request for a 
review is currently being examined. The representatives of the person named will be notified 
of the outcome of this review as soon as possible. In the event that the representatives of the 
person named are dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to 
the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

15/10/2013WRW02750Licence Applications

15/10/2013WRW02800331. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of licences that have been issued for recreational fishing of bluefin tuna under EU direc-
tive EC 302/2009. [43191/13]

15/10/2013WRW02900332. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether the process for applying for recreational fishing of bluefin tuna under EU 
directive EC 302/2009 is adequate and in accordance with the directive. [43192/13]

15/10/2013WRW03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 331 and 332 together.  
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The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas is an inter-govern-
mental  Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO) responsible for the conserva-
tion of tunas and tuna-like species in the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent seas.  The Contracting 
Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities whose vessels have been actively 
fishing for blue fin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean are  im-
plementing a 15 year Recovery Plan for blue fin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
starting in 2007 and continuing through 2022.

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 302/2009  of 6 April 2009 concerning a multiannual 
recovery plan for blue fin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean, amending Regulation 
(EC) No 43/2009 and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1559/2007, is the EU Commissions regula-
tion for the implementation of the recovery plan across member states.

The regulation provides that member states must regulate recreational fishing for Blue fin 
Tuna and sets out the conditions under which this activity can take place, including the prohibi-
tion on the commercial sale of tuna, the catch limit of 1 per vessel and the closed season from 
15 October to 15 June each year.

Member states must deduct recreational blue fin tuna landings from the national quota for 
the species. However as Ireland does not have an allocation of quota for  Blue fin Tuna, no 
recreational angling for Bluefin Tuna can take place in Ireland which results in  the fish being  
landed.

15/10/2013WRX00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRX00200333. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo may expect their aid payment to be processed; the 
reason the payment has been delayed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43196/13]

15/10/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.  

Also the 50% advance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 
16 October and I expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date.

15/10/2013WRX00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRX00400334. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a disadvantaged areas scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43201/13]

15/10/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
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the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRX00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRX00600335. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding the outstanding disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43202/13]

15/10/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRX00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRX00800336. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their farm payment; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43204/13]

15/10/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

Also the 50% advance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 
16 October and I expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date.

15/10/2013WRX00950Agriculture Schemes Appeals

15/10/2013WRX01000337. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on the disadvantaged areas scheme and single farm payment appeal in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43206/13]

15/10/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants. Pay-
ments will continue to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. 

While processing the application of the person named a number over claims were identified. 
The person named has been notified of the over-claims and has accepted the Department’s find-
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ings. Payment will shortly issue to the person named based on the reduced area found.

Also the 50% advance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 
16 October and I expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date.

15/10/2013WRX01150Single Payment Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRX01200338. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding area aid payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43211/13]

15/10/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from person 
named on 10 April 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes re-
quire that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm in-
spections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing and cross compli-
ance inspection. These inspections have been completed and the results are now being finalised. 
In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the 
person named.

15/10/2013WRX01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRX01400339. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) may expect to receive their headage payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43221/13]

15/10/2013WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2013. Payment has not issued as the holding has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stock-
ing density requirements. As soon as the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these 
requirements, the case will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible 
date thereafter. 

15/10/2013WRX01550Organic Farming Scheme Appeals

15/10/2013WRX01600340. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Galway may expect a decision on their appeal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43229/13]

15/10/2013WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The above-
named joined the Organic Farming Scheme in March 2008 with a contract start date of 1 April 
2008 and an end date of 31 December 2013.  Participants in the Scheme must hold an organic 
licence for the duration of their contract. 

My Department were informed by the Organic Control Body, responsible for the issuing of 
organic licences that the above-named had lapsed as an organic operator with effect from 31 
December 2012.  In accordance with the terms and conditions of the Organic Farming Scheme 
my Department sought recoupment of all monies paid.  I understand that some monies have 
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been recouped from other scheme payments of the person named and offset against the amount 
owed in accordance with the governing Scheme conditions.  

The person named sought a review of this decision.  The decision was reviewed by a senior 
official in my Department who upheld the original decision.  The person named has recently 
been notified in writing of the outcome of this review and has been given the option of appeal-
ing the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

15/10/2013WRX01750Single Payment Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRX01800341. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their farm payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43234/13]

15/10/2013WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme application on 13 May 
2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of the schemes require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and the area found, resulting in an 
over-declaration in area of greater than 2 hectares. Based on the Terms and Conditions of the 
schemes, this results in the 2013 payments being based on the found area having being reduced 
by double the difference between the area found and the area claimed. 

The person named was notified of this decision on 23 September 2013. The person named 
was also informed of the right to see a review of this decision, In the event that the person 
named in dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be appealed to the Inde-
pendent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months. 

The payments under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme, 
which will issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account of person named, have been 
calculated taking account of the over-claim mentioned above. Should the person named avail 
of the right of appeal and should that appeal prove successful, then the payments under both 
Schemes will be recalculated to take account of the successful appeal.

15/10/2013WRX01950Genetically Modified Organisms

15/10/2013WRX02000342. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
regarding Teagasc’s trial of genetically modified crops, which many are against, if he will offer 
any rationale that will address the following concerns: that GM crops will damage our national 
economy by destroying Ireland’s status as a GMO-free crop zone; that GM crops threaten bio-
diversity and risk contaminating Irish potatoes in perpetuity; that GM crops require the use of 
glyphosate which is linked to birth defects and cancer; that literature from Teagasc admits the 
related GM patents could be sold or licensed to corporations such as Monsanto; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [43235/13]

15/10/2013WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Genetic 
modification is a science-based technology which, in the case of plants, alters the gene struc-
ture in a way that does not occur naturally through fertilisation or natural recombination. This 
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modification confers certain traits to the plant that can be advantageous to agriculture and food 
production. 

Responsibility for the approval for the undertaking of field trials of genetically modified 
(GM) crops in the State rests with my colleague the Minister for Environment and Local Gov-
ernment, Mr. Phil Hogan TD, in conjunction with the Environmental Protection Agency.

In July 2012, the EPA granted consent to Teagasc to carry out a field trial with GM blight 
resistant potatoes in Carlow over a four year period from 2012 to 2016 inclusive. The field 
trial was granted subject to conditions and will be subject to ongoing inspections and reporting 
requirements.

The herbicide used in the Teagasc trial is a generic glyphosate, which is readily available in 
garden centres and hardware shops and is used in conventional tillage crops all over the country. 

Herbicides containing the active ingredient glyphosate have been available on the European 
market since the mid 1970’s. Glyphosate has been scientifically reviewed previously by the EU 
and a number of OECD countries, including the United States, Canada, Australia, etc. Reviews 
in each of these countries have established that products containing Glyphosate can be used 
safely and without deleterious health effects on humans or the environment.  

Glyphosate is currently being reviewed again to determine its continued use in the EU in 
light of the most up-to-date evidence and analysis techniques. This review will encompass and 
involve all data currently available on the chemical and will involve all EU Member States and 
the European Food Safety Authority.

The Teagasc trial is part of an EU Framework Programme 7 funded research project consist-
ing of 22 partners in 15 EU Member States and there is no commercial aspect to this project. 

15/10/2013WRX02150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRX02200343. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding a disadvantaged areas scheme payment application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43236/13]

15/10/2013WRX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from person 
named on 22 April 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes re-
quire that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm in-
spections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing inspection. This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised. In the event that any 
queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named.

15/10/2013WRX02350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

15/10/2013WRX02400344. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
single farm payment has been withdrawn from those companies or businesses which were 
found to have contributed to the horsemeat scandal; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [43284/13]
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15/10/2013WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Penalties 
under the Single Farm Payment, leading to reduced payments, can result from failure to adhere 
to both the EU and National scheme requirements, including rules relating to cross compliance. 
These detailed rules are set out in the scheme Terms and Conditions which are available on my 
Department’s website. Offences which may to taken into consideration to reduce or eliminate 
part or all SFP payments relate solely to actions which contravene these terms and conditions; 
other offences cannot be taken into consideration.

15/10/2013WRX02550Agriculture Schemes Penalties

15/10/2013WRX02600345. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
numbers of farmers on whom penalties were imposed following a land eligibility inspection in 
County Tipperary in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43285/13]

15/10/2013WRX02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Officials in 
my Department are collating the data requested by the Deputy and will forward it directly to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

15/10/2013WRX02750Milk Quota Applications

15/10/2013WRX02800346. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a milk quota in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43288/13]

15/10/2013WRX02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Allocations 
of milk quota from the National Reserve are granted on the basis of recommendations from the 
Milk Quota Appeals Tribunal.  The Tribunal examines and makes recommendations on applica-
tions for additional quota from individual producers.  The Tribunal considers issues such as on 
and off farm income level; use of previous years quota, previous allocations and the volume of 
quota available for distribution.

The person named submitted an application to the Tribunal seeking an allocation of addi-
tional quota on the grounds of hardship. This application was examined by the Tribunal mem-
bers at its meeting on 12 September 2013. Based on the information contained in the applica-
tion and the limited volume of quota available for distribution, the Tribunal did not recommend 
an allocation of quota to the applicant. 

The person named was notified of this decision by letter.

15/10/2013WRX02950Agriculture Schemes Payments

15/10/2013WRX03000347. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason correspondence in respect of a person (details supplied) has not been dealt with at this 
stage; the reason they have not received their single farm payment and disadvantaged areas 
scheme payments; if same will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43312/13]

15/10/2013WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person 
named on 8 May 2013. Processing of the application has recently been finalised and payment of 
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DAS will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person named. 

Also the 50% advance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 
16 October and I expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date.

15/10/2013WRY00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRY00200348. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reasons payments under the disadvantaged areas scheme are slow to process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43356/13]

15/10/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme began, on schedule, on 25 September and, to date, 
payments worth €143.3 million, have issued to 67,538 applicants. 

I can confirm that payment runs are continuing on a twice-weekly basis, with individual 
cases being paid after they are confirmed as having satisfied the Scheme requirements.

15/10/2013WRY00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

15/10/2013WRY00400349. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a de-
cision on an agri-environment options scheme 3 appeal will issue to persons (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43379/13]

15/10/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 29 November 2012.  Acceptance into the scheme, as laid down in the Terms & 
Conditions, was established using the selection criteria set out below:    

Selection Criteria:

1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey 
Partridge) as one of their selected options, 

2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land,

3. farm partnerships, 

4. farmers who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms. and

5. others based on farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

All eligible applicants in category 1, 2 and 3 were accepted into the Scheme. Based on the 
funding available farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and 
below were successful. As the farm size of the person named, who was previously in REPS, is 
25.18 hectares the application was unsuccessful and he was advised accordingly by letter dated 
27 May, 2013.

An appeal was received and a reply issued on 10 October 2013 advising the applicant that 
it had been disallowed and notifying him of his right of appeal this decision to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office.
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15/10/2013WRY00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRY00600350. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
disadvantaged areas scheme 2013 payment will be expedited in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo in view of the circumstances in this case and the undue hardship being 
caused by the delay. [43415/13]

15/10/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 11 
May 2013.  Full payment totalling €3,016.90 issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 10 October 2013.  

15/10/2013WRY00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

15/10/2013WRY00800351. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on the review of further medical evidence sent in support of an ap-
plication for derogation of the stocking rate on a 2012 disadvantage areas scheme application 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43427/13]

15/10/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion was received from the person named under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. During 
processing it was found that the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements had not been 
satisfied. 

The person named was notified of this on 1 March 2013 and given the opportunity to ap-
peal the decision. The person named has appealed this decision and my department is currently 
awaiting the submission of additional evidence supporting this appeal. The application of the 
person named will be further reviewed on receipt of this information and the person named will 
be notified of the outcome directly.

15/10/2013WRY00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

15/10/2013WRY01000352. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 500 of 8 October 2013, if this years payments will be made 
as a matter of urgency as the criteria is in order for this year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [43445/13]

15/10/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme applicants, whose cases were 
impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock 
units per forage hectare in 2011. The person named applied for but was refused derogation 
in this regard. The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently 
chaired DAS Appeals Committee. 

The person named subsequently availed of their right to pursue the matter with the Office of 
the Ombudsman and the case is currently under consideration by that Office. 

15/10/2013WRY01150Scéim na hÍocaíochta Aonair
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15/10/2013WRY01200353. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén fáth 
nach bhfuil íocaíocht faoin Scéim Íocaíochta Aonair 2011, 2012 nó 2013 déanta le feirmeoir i 
gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí tugtha) cé go bhfuil iarratais déanta aige do na blianta atá i gceist; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [43448/13]

15/10/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas an 22ú Bealtaine 2012 ón duine ainmnithe ag iarraidh go n-aistreofaí teidlíochtaí na hÍo-
caíochta Aonair Feirme 15.73 óna dheartháir nach maireann isteach ina ainm féin. 

De bharr gur trí oidhreacht a ndéanfaí an t-aistriú a iarradh, b’éigean an gnáth doiciméa-
dacht tiomnach a iarraidh chun tacú leis an aistriú. Chomh maith leis sin, ní fhéadfaí an uimhir 
thréada a aistriú chuig an duine ainmnithe óna dheartháir nach maireann go dtí gur deonaíodh 
Probháid i mí Bealtaine 2013. 

De bharr gur aistríodh an uimhir thréada chuig an duine ainmnithe i ndiaidh an iarratais ar 
an Scéim Íocaíochta Aonair 2011 a bheith curtha isteach, is gá freisin iarraidh ar Sheiceadóirí 
Uachta an té nach maireann comhaontú go nglacfaidh siad orthu gach freagracht a bhaineann 
leis an Scéim Íocaíochta Aonair. Bhí oifigeach as mo Roinnse i dteagmháil leis an duine ai-
nmnithe ag iarraidh go gcuirfí comhaontú den sórt sin i gcrích. Chomh luath agus a bheidh an 
doiciméad deiridh seo faighte, eiseofar an íocaíocht do na blianta ábhartha gan mhoill.

15/10/2013WRY01350Single Payment Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRY01400354. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
headage and single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43468/13]

15/10/2013WRY01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named has submitted two applications to buy single payment entitlements in the 2013 scheme 
year. One of these applications has been accepted and letters have issued to the relevant parties. 

The other application involves a deceased herdowner. Testamentary documents have been 
requested from the legal representative who is acting as transferor and the application will be 
processed when the documents are received. 

Processing of the 2013 Single Farm Payment Scheme application has now been finalised 
and payment for both the Single Farm Payment and Disadvantaged Area will issue shortly to 
the nominated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRY01550New Entrants to Dairying Scheme

15/10/2013WRY01600355. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an appraisal of the five year new entrants scheme programme; the number of places 
that have been allocated to date; the number of places that have been taken up to date; if the 
scheme is meeting the targets that were envisaged at its outset; if unsuccessful applicants may 
be allocated slots that are not taken up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43471/13]

15/10/2013WRY01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The decision 
taken to set aside one quarter of the 1% quota increase in order to encourage new entrants in to 
dairying has, I believe, met its original objective of encouraging enthusiastic and determined 
young farmers into the industry. Over the five years of the New Entrants Scheme, milk quota 
has been allocated to 410 successful applicants, This includes 15 quotas which have been real-
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located in subsequent years because the original successful applicant was unable to commence 
his operation.

To date 289 of those applicants have commenced dairying and it is expected that the remain-
ing 121 applicants to whom milk quota was allocated will have either commenced operations, 
or will have the cows in place ready to commence, by the required date of 1 January 2015.  Any 
quota not taken up at that time will be withdrawn and put into the National Reserve for use on 
the final day of the Milk Quota regime on 31 March 2015.

This New Entrants to Dairying Scheme, has succeeded in bringing enthusiastic and well 
motivated farmers into to the dairy sector from a diverse range of farming enterprises, and is 
acting as a significant primer for the industry as it embarks on the road to reach the ambitious 
target it set for itself in the Food Harvest 2020 Report of increasing milk production by 50% 
by 2020.

15/10/2013WRY01750Fish Quotas

15/10/2013WRY01800356. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the negotiations between the EU and Iceland on the ongoing dispute in rela-
tion to mackerel quotas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43487/13]

15/10/2013WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Negotiations 
between the Coastal States (EU, Norway, Iceland and the Faeroes) on sharing arrangements 
for the North East Atlantic Mackerel stock are due to commence next week in London (23-25 
October).  As the Deputy will be aware there is currently no agreement on sharing and for the 
past number of years both Iceland and the Faeroes have been engaged in irresponsible and un-
sustainable unilateral fishing of the mackerel stock.

I have consistently argued that any possible deal must be balanced and fair and that Iceland 
and the Faeroes must not be rewarded for their irresponsible behaviour. Mackerel is Ireland’s 
most important fishery and jobs in our peripheral coastal communities in the North West and the 
South West are strongly dependent on this fishery. 

For this reason I have placed this issue on the agenda of the Council of Fisheries Ministers 
meeting due to be held this coming Thursday, in advance of the Coastal States negotiations next 
week. At that meeting, I will be seeking information from the Commission (who negotiate on 
behalf of the EU at the Coastal States meetings) on the current state of play in the negotiations, 
details on the Commissions’ discussion with Norway, a key partner for the EU on this issue, and 
confirmation that the Commission are prepared to consider an approach to the negotiations that 
would protect Ireland’s interests and at the same time go some way to meeting the legitimate 
expectations of Iceland and the Faeroes.

15/10/2013WRY01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRY02000357. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged areas scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43491/13]

15/10/2013WRY02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of the person named has recently 
been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
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named.  

15/10/2013WRY02150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRY02200358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Kerry has not received their payments; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [43496/13]

15/10/2013WRY02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of the person named has recently 
been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named.  

15/10/2013WRY02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

15/10/2013WRY02400359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason area aid has been cut in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43497/13]

15/10/2013WRY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The reduc-
tion mentioned arose following the identification of an over-claim in the eligible area of three 
of the land parcels declared by the person named. Correspondence has been exchanged with the 
person named regarding this matter, as a result of which a review is currently underway. When 
this review is finalised, the person named will be notified of the outcome and, in the event that 
they are dissatisfied, the person named can then appeal to the independently chaired LPIS Ap-
peals Committee.

15/10/2013WRY02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRY02600360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason area aid has been cut in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. 

15/10/2013WRY02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An official of 
my Department has recently again been in direct contact with the person named regarding the 
outstanding matter, which it is expected will be resolved shortly. Following that the application 
of the person named will be further processed with a view to payment issuing at an early date 
thereafter. 

15/10/2013WRY02750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRY02800361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received their area aid payments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43499/13]

15/10/2013WRY02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of the person named has recently 
been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
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named.  

15/10/2013WRY02950Felling Licences Applications

15/10/2013WRY03000362. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 418 of 8 October 2013, if he will direct that the trees 
causing the reception blockage be removed as quickly as possible (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43500/13]

15/10/2013WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The felling of 
trees and the issuing of licences for tree felling are governed by the Forestry Act, 1946. Under 
this Act, my Department has no power to direct that trees be felled. Section 37, subsection 4 (h) 
of the Act specifies that there is no need for a felling licence application to be lodged where “the 
tree is uprooted or cut down by direction of the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs on the ground 
that it is a danger or obstruction to telegraph or telephone wires.” (This ‘exemption’ would 
now apply to the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.) However, this 
provision applies only to the “obstruction to telegraph or telephone wires” and not any other 
telecommunications equipment.

While Section 58, subsection (1) of the Communications Act, 2002 allows a network opera-
tor (as defined in that Act) to lop or cut any tree (not to fell the tree) which obstructs or interferes 
with any physical infrastructure of the network operator, subsection (7) specifies that “Subsec-
tion (1)   does not apply to any obstruction of or interference with signals transmitted by means 
of the radio frequency spectrum.”

On the basis of the above my Department does not have the power to direct that trees, which 
may be obstructing or interfering with mobile phone mast reception or transmission, be lopped 
or felled. Therefore, as a felling licence can only be granted to the owner of the land where the 
trees are located, the owner of this land would have to apply for a felling licence to fell the trees 
in question.

15/10/2013WRZ00150Single Payment Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ00200363. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of a single farm headage payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43508/13]

15/10/2013WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare in 2011, and who applied for and were refused derogation 
in this regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently 
chaired DAS Appeals Committee who advised of the option to pursue the matter with the Office 
of the Ombudsman.

15/10/2013WRZ00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ00400364. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged areas scheme 
payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43530/13]
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15/10/2013WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, 
to date, payments worth €143.3 million have issued nationally, to some 67,538 applicants, with 
payments continuing to issue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they 
are confirmed eligible. As processing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of 
the person named has recently been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named.

15/10/2013WRZ00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

15/10/2013WRZ00600365. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite completion of the digitising process in respect of a disadvantaged areas payment 
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; if he will expedite payment of disadvantaged 
areas moneys due; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43533/13]

15/10/2013WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from 
the person named on 19 April 2013.  While processing the application an over-claim was identi-
fied in respect of one parcel declared by the person named. The person named has been notified 
of the over-claim and of his right of appeal. To date no appeal has been received.  As the person 
named has a determined area of greater than 34 hectares the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
payment will shortly issue to the person named without any reduction penalty.  Also the 50% 
advance payment under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 16 October and I 
expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date subject to a reduction penalty 
of between 3 and 20% based on the area determined.

15/10/2013WRZ00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ00800366. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo will have their disadvantaged areas payment pro-
cessed; if will he explain the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43534/13]

15/10/2013WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application of the person named has recently 
been finalised, payment will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named.

15/10/2013WRZ00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ01000367. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo will have their disadvantaged areas payment pro-
cessed; if he will explain the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43535/13]

15/10/2013WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 6 
March 2013. Payment has not yet issued to the person named as the holding has not satisfied 
the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements. Immediately the holding concerned is 
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confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further processed with a view to 
payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

15/10/2013WRZ01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ01200368. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their disadvantaged areas payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43603/13]

15/10/2013WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 6 
May 2013.  Full payment totalling €3,400.86 issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 10 October 2013.

15/10/2013WRZ01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

15/10/2013WRZ01400369. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their disadvantaged areas payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43604/13]

15/10/2013WRZ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 8 
May 2013.  Full payment totalling €1,844.93 issued directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named on 11 October 2013.

15/10/2013WRZ01550Beef Quality Assurance Scheme

15/10/2013WRZ01600370. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the rules in relation to the movement of cattle under the beef quality assurance scheme; if the 
restriction of movement of cattle under this scheme is disqualifying many farmers from the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43634/13]

15/10/2013WRZ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Bord Bia 
Beef and Lamb Quality Assurance Scheme (BLQAS) supports the Irish food industry by re-
assuring consumers on food safety, traceability and origin. It is an integrated, voluntary scheme 
incorporating processors and producers and currently includes over 35,000 certified beef farms 
representing an estimated 87% of national production. Producers may apply for membership 
of the scheme directly to Bord Bia or through a meat plant and if accepted are subject to in-
dependent auditing conducted on an 18-month cycle.  Approved farmers must be aware of the 
residency requirements for cattle which are verified at Bord Bia Approved Processor outlets. 
The BLQAS rules require that cattle must be resident on approved farm(s) for a minimum of 
70 days prior to slaughter.  Membership numbers have increased by approximately 6,000 farms 
over the past 12 months and therefore there is little evidence that the movement requirements 
are having a deterrent effect.

15/10/2013WRZ01750Marine Tourism

15/10/2013WRZ01800371. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the number of projects that Mayo County Council applied for funding under the marine leisure 
and marine tourism capital infrastructure development programme; the details of each project; 
the total value of each project and the sum applied for for each project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43658/13]

15/10/2013WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tions received from Mayo County Council for funding under the 2013 Marine Leisure & Ma-
rine Tourism Capital Infrastructure Development Programme were as follows:

2013 Application for funding from Mayo County Council

Location Project Works 100% Project Cost
Killala Harbour Reconstruction of Harbour 

Walls and Safety Works
€240,000

Westport New marine tourism /leisure 
infrastructure for Westport 
Harbour incorporating boat 
hard-standing, associated 
services and a new tourism 
amenity park.

€200,000

The Killala Harbour project was not deemed appropriate for funding under this programme.  
However, funding in the amount of €150,000 has been approved for works at Westport under 
the Programme. The funding provided is 75% of the total cost of the project which is in accor-
dance with the terms and conditions of the programme.

15/10/2013WRZ01950Youth Services Provision

15/10/2013WRZ02000372. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1244 of 18 September 2013, the reason referrals to the youth advo-
cacy programme are so low in County Kerry; the steps that will be taken to ensure the relevant 
State agencies are encouraged to use the service more; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43456/13]

15/10/2013WRZ02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): When a young 
person becomes known to the HSE, the needs of the young person and their family are assessed 
in order to identify the most appropriate services which may assist them. Direct services are 
provided through the HSE Social Work and Family Support Department, or where necessary, a 
referral may be made to another service, such as the Youth Advocacy Programme. 

The Youth Advocacy Programme has been available in Kerry since May 2011 and in that 
time there have been 12 referrals at a cost of €75,000. The Youth Advocacy Programme is one 
of a number of programmes available within the Kerry region to support young people and 
their families. Other services include the Springboard programme, the Neighbourhood Youth 
Project, and 14 Family Resource Centres. The HSE also works in tandem with, and supports, 
two counselling services for children.  

The HSE has advised that as of October 1st, 2013, there were no unallocated child pro-
tection cases in Kerry. However as new cases come to the attention of the HSE the needs of 
children, young people and their families will be assessed and, based on this needs assessment, 
they will continue to be referred to the most appropriate service taking into account the services 
which are available and the outcomes of previously referred cases. 
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15/10/2013WRZ02150Adoption Services Provision

15/10/2013WRZ02200373. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
consider amending section 41 of the Adoption Act 2010 in view of the distressing situation in 
which a number of young families intending to adopt children from Russia find themselves, 
who have pre-2010 declarations and who were in the process with the relevant authorities of 
bringing matters to a conclusion before 31 October; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43048/13]

15/10/2013WRZ02300378. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her plans to resolve the situation which sees a number of prospective Irish adopters prevented 
from adopting children in Russia due to recent protocol changes in that country; the measures 
which will be taken before the end of October 2013; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43501/13]

15/10/2013WRZ02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 373 and 378 together.

I have the utmost concern for the position that the prospective adopters who were close to 
finalising adoptions from Russia now find themselves in following the recent changes to the 
Russian adoption process. The issue that has arisen is that the changes introduced by the Rus-
sian authorities mean that a small number of Irish applicants will not be able to conclude their 
adoption of a Russian child by 31st October 2013. I have received a large volume of represen-
tations on behalf of the applicants involved and I and my officials have actively been trying to 
assist those affected. 

In an effort to assist I have been using diplomatic channels to seek solutions for the appli-
cants involved. These diplomatic channels were used to fully outline the difficult situation these 
applicants have been put in following the change in Russian procedures and to explore possible 
solutions. However, despite initial positive soundings from all those canvassed, when   the Irish 
Ambassador in Moscow met Mr Vladimir Kabanov, Deputy Head of the Department for Chil-
dren’s Rights at the Ministry for Education and Science he was informed that the amendment 
to the law applies to all cases that had not applied to the Court to finalise their adoptions by the 
date of 2 July 2013.  In saying that it was agreed that the Ministry for Education and Science 
will verify the status of the Irish families in the Russian adoption system The Embassy is as-
sisting in this process. 

Therefore it is apparent that the Russian Authorities will not move to address the difficulties 
faced by these Irish applicants due to the amendments to the Russian legislation. As I have pre-
viously indicated   I have received representations that include a proposal to amend the Adop-
tion Act, 2010 to address this situation. As the Act is drafted on the basis of the incorporation 
of the Hague Convention and the minimum set of standards outlined therein, the implications 
of amending the Adoption Act, 2010 must be carefully examined.  These legislative issues are 
receiving consideration by my Department. 

I have also arranged to meet applicants affected by this situation later this week to update 
them on the situation. 

15/10/2013WRZ02450Legislative Programme

15/10/2013WRZ02500374. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to amend the Child Care Act 1991; if she will be amending section 54 of that Act; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter.  [43063/13]

15/10/2013WRZ02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Amendments of 
the Child Care Act 1991, including Section 54, are being brought forward as part of legislative 
changes necessary to provide for the establishment of the new Child and Family Agency.  This 
legislation is currently being finalised in conjunction with Parliamentary Counsel and it is my 
intention to bring it before the Oireachtas during the current term.

15/10/2013WRZ02650After-School Support Services

15/10/2013WRZ02700375. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
introduce statutory regulation of the after school sector; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43090/13]

15/10/2013WRZ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Child Care 
Act, 1991 is the primary legislation for regulating childcare policy.  The Act currently provides 
for the making of regulations for pre-school services and amendments to the Act to provide for 
the regulation of after-school services are being brought forward as part of legislative process 
for the establishment by my Department of the new Child and Family Agency.  This legislation 
is currently being finalised in conjunction with Parliamentary Counsel and it is my intention to 
bring it before the Oireachtas during the current term.

15/10/2013WRZ02850Youth Cafés Provision

15/10/2013WRZ02900376. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when an an-
nouncement will be made regarding awarding of grants to youth cafes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43091/13]

15/10/2013WRZ03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding in the 
region of €1 million is available in 2013 from my Department for fit-out, refurbishment works 
or building enhancement projects for the startup of new Youth Cafés.  One of the core functions 
of a youth café is that it offers support to young people, ranging from practical support to advice 
through their participation in activities that are of interest to them and that are varied and on 
offer at times that suit their normal activities.  The criteria for the Youth Café scheme places a 
clear focus on both long term sustainability and service planning.  Pobal is assisting my Depart-
ment in managing the Youth Café Programme in 2013.

In all, 95 applications have been received for the scheme. The initial evaluation of the ap-
plications has been completed and the appraisal process is underway in my Department and 
nearing completion. It is expected that applicants will be notified of the outcome in the coming 
weeks.  

15/10/2013WRZ03050Tax Code

15/10/2013WRZ03100377. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
ment has made submissions to the Department of Finance in relation to the area of making child 
care deductible for tax purposes; her views on this issue; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [43092/13]

15/10/2013WRZ03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The question 
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of tax allowances for working parents who incur childcare costs was considered prior to the 
introduction of the targeted childcare supports which are now in place.  A number of issues 
emerged at that time which did not favour the introduction of tax relief for childcare.  This ap-
proach would not benefit parents working in the home and could, therefore, be seen by some 
as discriminatory.  Tax reliefs would favour the higher-paid, and those on the minimum wage 
or in part-time work would not be in a position to benefit to the same extent.  Many parents use 
childminders or relatives to meet their childcare requirements and may not be in a position to 
obtain receipts, making it impossible for them to establish their entitlement to tax relief.  I con-
sider that the childcare programmes implemented by my Department, which include the univer-
sal free pre-school year, the Community Childcare Subvention programme and the Childcare 
Education and Training Support programme, are a fairer way of supporting parents who require 
childcare.

    Question No. 378 answered with Question No. 373.

15/10/2013WRAA00088Child and Family Support Agency Establishment

15/10/2013WRAA00100379. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
current budget for the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency in 2013; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [43552/13]

15/10/2013WRAA00200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): An amount of 
€546 million has been allocated in the HSE vote for 2013 in respect of children and family ser-
vices. This consists of €545 million in current expenditure and €1 million in capital.

The Child and Family Agency is in the process of being established. In addition to taking on 
responsibility for the HSE Children and Family Services budget the Agency will, on establish-
ment, also assume responsibility for the budgets of both the Family Support Agency (€23.599 
million in 2013) and the National Educational Welfare Board (€9.042million in 2013).

15/10/2013WRAA00250Departmental Agencies Staff Data

15/10/2013WRAA00300380. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an outline of the staffing resources at the Adoption Authority of Ireland; if this has 
increased or decreased in the past number of years; if she will provide the specific figures of 
staff employed in the Adoption Authority in the area of inter-country adoption; if she will con-
firm that current staffing levels in the area of inter-country adoption are sufficient enough to 
allow for inter-country adoption to resume here; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43576/13]

15/10/2013WRAA00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Adoption 
Authority of Ireland has advised that it currently employs 25 staff (24.1 whole time equivalent). 
Issues in relation to staffing within the Adoption are a matter for the Authority as a quasi-judi-
cial independent body. As such, I have asked the Authority to respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRAA00450Inter-Country Adoptions

15/10/2013WRAA00500381. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when inter-
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country adoptions will commence between Ireland and the United States of America in view of 
the recent conclusion of inter-country adoption operating arrangements between both countries; 
if she will provide details of the road map governing the inter-country adoption process that will 
operate between the two countries; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43577/13]

15/10/2013WRAA00600382. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on whether it will be necessary to put in place transitional measures for Irish applicants for 
inter-country adoption who are already registered with a US Hague-accredited agency, before 
an Irish agency is approved to work with US agencies; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43578/13]

15/10/2013WRAA00700383. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on whether Irish applicants for inter-country adoption already registered with a US Hague-ac-
credited agency will incur any additional costs when switching to an Irish agency once an Irish 
agency is established; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [43581/13]

15/10/2013WRAA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 381 to 383, inclusive, together.

At a meeting at the US State Department in September which was attended by myself and 
the Chairman of the Adoption Authority, the administrative arrangement in relation to inter-
country adoption from the USA which had been agreed between Ireland and the USA was given 
effect. It was agreed that adoptions from the USA into Ireland will continue and that all adop-
tions between the two States will be carried out in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
the 1993 Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. 

Pending the delegation of functions to an Irish based accredited body working in the USA, 
the Authority will continue to send Article 15 assessment reports to US adoption service pro-
viders. The Authority advises that should certain functions under the Hague Convention be 
delegated to an accredited body there may be a charge to applicants for this service, including 
the possibility of a lesser charge for a partial service where the process was initiated prior to the 
delegation date. Any proposed fees to be charged by an accredited body must be approved by 
the Authority prior to their commencement. 

15/10/2013WRAA00850Inter-Country Adoptions

15/10/2013WRAA00900384. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding inter-country adoption between Ireland and Vietnam since the signing of the admin-
istrative agreement on inter-country adoption between Ireland and Vietnam in 2012; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43582/13]

15/10/2013WRAA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In September 
2012 the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) and the Vietnamese Central Authority for Adop-
tion signed an administrative arrangement for intercountry adoption. The administrative ar-
rangement is the first international arrangement for intercountry adoption entered into by the 
AAI and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam since both countries ratified the Hague Convention.   
The Adoption Authority accredited Helping Hands for activities in relation to facilitating adop-
tions from Vietnam and Helping Hands has received approval from the Vietnamese authorities 
to operate there.   Helping Hands have advised that they expect adoptions to commence shortly.

15/10/2013WRAA01050Child Care Services Provision
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15/10/2013WRAA01100385. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will con-
sider the use of the city-county childcare committees structure for the implementation of the 
new mentioning system for childcare providers; her views on whether that the CCC structure 
could undertake this important new task relatively quickly and effectively.  [43600/13]

15/10/2013WRAA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have out-
lined on a number of occasions, my Department and I, in conjunction with the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) and other stakeholders, are progressing a Pre-School Quality Agenda involv-
ing a range of actions in eight key areas, aimed at improving quality within early years services 
and enhancing the regulatory regime. The actions include:

-  Increasing the qualification requirements for all staff in pre-school services to a minimum 
standard at FETAC Level 5

-  Improving the quality and curricular supports for pre-school services when implementing 
the Siolta Framework and Aistear Curriculum

-  Implementing the new National Pre-School Standards

-  Introducing a registration system for all pre-school services

-  Taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more robust

-  Publishing inspection reports online

-  Ensuring appropriate action is taken in response to findings of non-compliance

-  Increasing and widening the sanctions which can be taken for non-compliance

Síolta, the Childcare Quality Framework (2006), is a set of National Principles, Standards 
and Components of Quality which collectively articulate a national vision and practical guide-
lines on quality in practice across all early childhood care and education settings.  Aistear, the 
Early Childhood Curriculum Framework (2009), is organised around four themes – Well-being, 
Identity and Belonging, Communication, Exploring and Thinking – and expresses the national 
vision for good practice in relation to curriculum in early childhood. 

Financial resources to support the implementation of Síolta and Aistear in pre-schools are 
provided by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs via the local Childcare Commit-
tees and Voluntary Childcare Organisations.  International practice indicates that the best way 
to support quality in pre-school services is to provide regular mentoring support.  Northern 
Ireland, which introduced a free pre-school year some time ago, did so with Early Education 
experts providing mentoring support to services.  As a result, pre-school services in Northern 
Ireland have been evaluated as having very high standards of provision.  

My Department is currently examining the introduction of such a mentoring system in order 
to support the implementation of Síolta and Aistear, and the financial implications of introduc-
ing such a system in the context of budgetary discussions.

15/10/2013WRAA01250Child Custody and Access

15/10/2013WRAA01300386. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department is aware of the concerns of a person (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 15 in respect of their children’s welfare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[43620/13]
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15/10/2013WRAA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been ad-
vised by the HSE that both children are in the care of the HSE and have been appointed a 
Guardian Ad Litem.  The assessment is ongoing and both the children and parents are involved.

The HSE also advised that it will work closely with the family developing relationships, 
ensuring that all views are considered in order to achieve the best outcome for the children.  

15/10/2013WRAA01450Tobacco Control Measures

15/10/2013WRAA01500387. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the 
Revenue Commissioners are participating in the high-level implementation group to oversee 
the project plan for the introduction of plain packaging of tobacco products; the number of 
meetings his Department and the Revenue Commissioners have been represented at to date; if 
he or his officials will highlight the extent of illicit trade in the tobacco sector and the negative 
impact it is having on jobs in the retail sector; if he will summarise the viewpoints expressed by 
his Department and the Revenue Commissioners to the group; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [43059/13]

15/10/2013WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Government approval was received on 28 
May 2013 to begin the process of introducing standardised packaging of tobacco products in 
Ireland.  A Steering Group on Standardised Packaging has been established to oversee the im-
plementation of a project plan.  This is an interdepartmental group and includes a representative 
from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.  The group has met twice to date.  

The Group has no direct responsibility in relation to illicit tobacco.   Revenue’s participation 
in the Group is concerned with the accommodation of its needs, particularly in relation to the 
fiscal stamp, in the context of any new packaging arrangements.  

Revenue has advised that it is very aware of the negative impact that the illicit tobacco mar-
ket has on legitimate business and on the exchequer and tackling this problem remains one of 
its key objectives.    

 

15/10/2013WRAA01650National Drugs Strategy Budget

15/10/2013WRAA01700388. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the cost of the war on 
drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43071/13]

15/10/2013WRAA01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Drugs misuse continues to be one of the most 
significant challenges facing our country.   It is highly destructive and has devastating effects 
on individuals, relationships, families, communities and society in general.  

Implementation of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016 which sets out Government pol-
icy in dealing with the drugs problem is being pursued across a range of Government Depart-
ments and Agencies.  Solid progress is being made across the 63 Actions of the Strategy which 
are based around the five pillars of supply reduction, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and 
research.  The Oversight Forum on Drugs, which I chair,  meets on a quarterly basis and reviews 
the implementation of the Strategy.   

An annual progress report on the implementation of the actions of the National Drugs Strat-
egy is compiled and the 2012 report is available on the Department of Health website. 
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Expenditure directly attributable to Drugs Programmes across Government Departments 
and Agencies for 2012 was in excess of  €241m.

15/10/2013WRAA01850Motorised Transport Grant Eligibility

15/10/2013WRAA01900389. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that all 
elderly persons with severely limited mobility and living in isolated rural areas with poor public 
transport services were entitled to be considered for motorised transport grant while that grant 
was open to new applicants, and that eligibility was not restricted solely to those requiring a car 
for the purposes of travelling to and from employment.; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43509/13]

15/10/2013WRAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Moto-
rised Transport Grant Scheme, which was abolished on 26th February last, was a grant payable 
by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to successful applicants, over the age of 17 years, to-
wards the purchase of a vehicle and/or adaptations to a vehicle, where the vehicle was essential 
to retain employment. The scheme, as it then operated, had no upper age limit.  Apart from the 
“retain employment” condition, the eligibility criteria included an Exceptional Circumstances 
clause for persons with a severe disability who lived in isolated circumstances and for whom 
the severity of their disability prevented the use of public transport.  

In 2012, the Ombudsman carried out an investigation in relation to a complaint regard-
ing the refusal by the HSE to grant a person a Motorised Transport Grant. Arising from her 
investigation, the Ombudsman made recommendations to the HSE regarding the Motorised 
Transport Grant scheme. On foot of the recommendations by the Ombudsman the HSE estab-
lished a working group, to review the Motorised Transport Grant. As part of this work, the HSE 
reviewed the guidelines for the assessment of Exceptional Circumstances. The HSE issued Na-
tional Guidelines for the Assessment of Exceptional Circumstances under the scheme in March 
2013 to ensure a consistent national approach in respect of those applications which had been 
received in advance of the 26th February 2013 and were under consideration or appeal. I will 
arrange for a copy of the guidelines to be sent to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRAA02050National Lottery Funding Disbursement

15/10/2013WRAA02100390. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
an application for funding under the national lottery scheme (details supplied); when payments 
are expected to be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43022/13]

15/10/2013WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2013 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is 
one of a large number of applications currently being assessed. The Deputy will be informed of 
the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

15/10/2013WRAA02250Home Help Service Provision

15/10/2013WRAA02300391. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when increased 
home help hours in line with their reduced mobility and high dependence on medication will 
be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43040/13]
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15/10/2013WRAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRAA02450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

15/10/2013WRAA02500392. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will advise citizens on 
the fair deal scheme and the best way to plan for their future using this scheme. [43042/13]

15/10/2013WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme is a system of financial support for people who require long-term nurs-
ing home care. The Information Booklet and Application Forms for the scheme can be found on 
the HSE website at www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/olderpeople/nhss/. 

These are also available from the local Nursing Homes Support Office.   The relevant Nurs-
ing Homes Support Office for the individuals referred to by the Deputy is based in Ballymun. 
The telephone number is 01-8467148. This office can also answer questions about the Scheme 
and assist in any queries about the application process. 

15/10/2013WRBB00150Mental Health Services Funding

15/10/2013WRBB00200393. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health if an independent review will 
be put in place on the scoring system for comparisons between Ballinasloe and Roscommon as 
centres for acute psychiatric beds in the Health Service Executive west PCCC; when the pro-
posed resources will be made available in the community; if it will be done before any decisions 
are made; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43046/13]

15/10/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Mental health 
services in HSE West, including Galway and Roscommon which operates as one administra-
tive unit, has been resourced to implement A Vision for Change.  This involves modernising the 
service in this particular area, thus giving better outcomes for both patients and staff.  However, 
existing resources in Galway/Roscommon need to be re-shaped, and the priority for some time 
has been to achieve this in line with similar re-configurations undertaken, or planned, elsewhere 
nationally.

In light of the above, a detailed assessment was carried out by HSE West, including tak-
ing account of the recommendations of an Expert Group, to develop mental health services in 
Galway/Roscommon.  An open and transparent scoring system was used to assess the merits of 
all relevant criteria and locations, including the most appropriate skill mix for service delivery 
in the future.

I accept the recommendations of the Executive to bring about much needed and long called 
for re-configuration of mental health services in this region.  I wish to stress that community 
mental health services in this case can only be enhanced on a transitional or phased basis, par-
ticularly bearing in mind that at least some staff from St. Brigid’s have to transfer to new com-
munity based provision.  There is flexibility within existing overall HSE West mental health 
resources to deliver this objective.

I and HSE senior officials recently met with a delegation consisting of local public, care 
professional and union representatives about the re-configuration of services across Galway/
Roscommon, to outline the position.  Bearing in mind all the circumstances, I am satisfied that 
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the decision in principle recently taken by the HSE to enhance future mental health for this area 
is the best option, taking account of overall service needs and resource priorities.  There is not, 
by any objective measure, any need for a review of the nature suggested by the Deputy, as this 
would only postpone modernising services locally.  The Deputy will be aware that HSE West 
has established an Implementation Group to engage in appropriate consultation to progress this 
initiative and to address any outstanding local concerns.

15/10/2013WRBB00350Hospital Appointment Status

15/10/2013WRBB00400394. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a new cardiology appoint-
ment will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43047/13]

15/10/2013WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, NCHD’s un-
dertook one-day industrial action in pursuance of a maximum shift of 24 hours and full compli-
ance with the EWTD (48 hours per week) by the end of 2014 which resulted in a reduction in 
planned patient attendances and the cancellation of numerous procedures.

I was disappointed that this action took place, particularly given its impact on the provision 
of services to the public and having regard to the commitment to achieving compliance with 
the European Working Time Directive in respect of NCHDs by the end of 2014.  Disruption to 
the delivery of acute care causes unnecessary worry and anxiety and is not in the interests of 
patients.

I am, however, pleased that the IMO and its NCHD Committee accepted the invitation to 
attend the LRC last Thursday and that progress has been made.  As with any industrial dispute, 
negotiation between the parties is the only logical way of achieving resolution.  I would hope 
that this engagement will result in an agreement acceptable to both sides.  Patients deferred are 
being offered the earliest possible re-attendance/readmission dates and in relation to the par-
ticular case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to investigate 
and respond directly to him.

15/10/2013WRBB00550Hospital Appointments Administration

15/10/2013WRBB00600395. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal who was finally called for an appointment with a consultant and 
who has seen them on two previous occasions has been advised that they will now be added to 
a waiting list as a new patient and will be subject to a further lengthy delay for further consulta-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43049/13]

15/10/2013WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRBB00750Tobacco Control Measures

15/10/2013WRBB00800396. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the stages, 
indicative dates, any other associated time or submission targets or deadlines by which his De-
partment will conduct the regulatory impact analysis on proposed legislation on plain packag-
ing of tobacco products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43060/13]
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15/10/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In line with the Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment Guidelines (RIA) published by the Department of the Taoiseach, my Department will be 
undertaking a Regulatory Impact Analysis on the proposed legislation for the introduction of 
standardised packaging for tobacco products.  Consultation with all relevant stakeholders is an 
integral part of the RIA process, which will also consider the costs, benefits and impacts of this 
proposal.  A final decision has yet to be taken on the timing of the consultation.

15/10/2013WRBB00950Hospital Waiting Lists

15/10/2013WRBB01000397. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will publish details of the 
ophthalmology waiting list at Waterford Regional Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43062/13]

15/10/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRBB01150Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Working Conditions

15/10/2013WRBB01200398. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if Ireland is being fined 
under the working time directive for the long hours worked by non-consultant hospital doctors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43069/13]

15/10/2013WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In response to a Reasoned Opinion of the 
European Commission issued in September 2011, Ireland submitted an Implementation Plan 
on achieving compliance with the provisions of the Directive by the end of 2014.  The Plan: Af-
firmed Ireland’s commitment to achieving compliance with the Directive; Set out a challenging 
three-year timeframe for achieving EWTD compliance by the end of 2014; Committed to other 
measures that will support compliance, including: a. The implementation of new work patterns 
for medical staff; b. Transfer of work undertaken by NCHDs to other grades; c. Organisation of 
hospital services to support EWTD compliance.

Earlier this year I reaffirmed the 2014 target date when I met Commissioner Andor and con-
firmed that the immediate focus would be on eliminating average weekly hours exceeding 68 
and shifts exceeding 24 hours.  The question of legal proceedings with the potential for fines is 
a matter for the European Commission in the first instance.  The Commission has not instigated 
such action to date.

15/10/2013WRBB01350Ambulance Service Response Times

15/10/2013WRBB01400399. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the way ambulance response 
times are currently assessed by the Health Service Executive; if an assessment of ambulance 
response times will be carried out nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43072/13]

15/10/2013WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Information and Quality Author-
ity (HIQA) published the Pre-hospital Emergency Care Key Performance Indicators for Emer-
gency Response Time in October 2012.  They developed a set of key performance indicators 
(KPIs), which classify 112/999 emergency calls by clinical status. Clinical Status 1 ECHO calls 
involve life-threatening emergencies of cardiac or respiratory origin.  Clinical Status 1 DELTA 
calls involve life-threatening emergencies of other than cardiac or respiratory origin.  Target 
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response times for patient-carrying vehicles set the percentage of cases in which an ambulance 
responds to Clinical Status 1 ECHO and DELTA incidents within 18 minutes 59 seconds.

It is acknowledged that response-time indicators should not be used in isolation as a means 
of evaluating of pre-hospital emergency service delivery.  Following a review of the validity 
of time-based KPIs for clinical status data, and in line with international views, it is considered 
that clinical outcome indicators would be more appropriate.  For example, there may be signifi-
cant regional variations in response times because of the influence of differing geographic and 
demographic factors in different areas, while outcomes may be similar.  Work is now in prog-
ress on the development of clinical outcome indicators for pre-hospital emergency responses.

The HSE publishes monthly performance data, including performance information for pre-
hospital emergency response times at national level.  This information is collected from data 
reported at regional level within the National ambulance Service and is available to manage-
ment for information and to facilitate response time assessment and decision-making in relation 
to local and national service provision.  In relation to the specific queries, as these are service 
matters, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRBB01550Irish Medical Organisation

15/10/2013WRBB01600400. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of all money paid by the Health Service Executive, his Department and health 
boards to the Irish Medical Organisation for the period 2000 to 2005, inclusive; the amounts 
paid each year; the purpose this money was intended for; and if the HSE or his Department con-
ducted its own audit of the way this money was spent or verified that it was spent as intended  
[43085/13]

15/10/2013WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Payments from my Department to the IMO 
for the period in question are as follows:-

Year Description Amount
2005 IMO Annual General Meet-

ing
    €2,000

2004 IMO Annual Conference     €3,700
2004 Sponsorship of Session at 

IMO Annual Conference
    €1,300

2003 Scientific Session-IMO An-
nual Meeting 

    €5,000

2001 BMA/IMO Conference €126,974
Standard government accounting procedures would have applied in respect of these pay-

ments.  Details of payments by the HSE and Health Boards to the IMO have been requested 
from the HSE and will be forwarded to the Deputy when they are received.

15/10/2013WRBB01750Home Help Service Remuneration

15/10/2013WRBB01800401. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the intro-
duction of weekly or fortnightly payments for the services of home help workers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43123/13]

15/10/2013WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am aware that payments to home helps are 
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made on a monthly basis in the Cork and Kerry region.  However, as this is a service issue, I 
have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the Health Service Executive for 
direct response.

15/10/2013WRBB01950Medical Card Appeals

15/10/2013WRBB02000402. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will receive a decision on their appeal for a medical card; and if he will expedite 
the matter  [43155/13]

15/10/2013WRBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRBB02150General Medical Services Scheme Administration

15/10/2013WRBB02200403. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
regarding the availability of smoking patches (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43164/13]

15/10/2013WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Nicotine Replace-
ment Therapy (including nicotine patches) is reimbursable for medical card holders under the 
General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme, however, it is not reimbursable under the Drug Pay-
ment Scheme (DPS).  There are no plans to change this arrangement.

15/10/2013WRBB02350Medical Card Eligibility

15/10/2013WRBB02400404. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a financial review of a medi-
cal card application will be carried out in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43166/13]

15/10/2013WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRBB02550Hospital Appointment Status

15/10/2013WRBB02600405. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a surgical 
appointment at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43197/13]
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15/10/2013WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

15/10/2013WRBB02750Hospital Waiting Lists

15/10/2013WRBB02800406. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ENT services at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; the average waiting 
time for ENT services at the hospital; the number of ENT consultants based at the hospital at 
present; the services that are currently in operation; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43198/13]

15/10/2013WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government.  Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU, together 
with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and the HSE, has developed the outpatient 
waiting list minimum dataset.  This allows data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on 
a weekly basis and, for the first time, outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  For 2013, a 
maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpa-
tient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE service plan.  The SDU and the NTPF will 
work closely with hospitals towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.  In relation 
to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the 
HSE for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRBB02950Maternity Services

15/10/2013WRBB03000407. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if expectant mothers suffering 
from significant illnesses such as gestational diabetes are having the associated costs of medical 
equipment to monitor blood sugar levels, covered under the maternity and infant care scheme or 
medical card scheme; his views on whether such significant illnesses constitute coverage under 
the existing maternity and infant care services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43213/13]

15/10/2013WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Maternity and Infant Scheme provides 
that all pregnant women have a schedule of free visits to their GP - 6 visits for first pregnancies 
and 7 for subsequent pregnancies.  In addition there is provision for an extra 5 consultations 
where a condition related to pregnancy such as gestational diabetes occurs.  The scheme also 
provides for a 2 week baby check and a six week mother and infant check.

The Maternity and Infant Scheme does not provide cover for medical equipment.  However, 
patients with medical cards have associated medications covered by their medical card and glu-
cose monitoring equipment (glucometers) is made available through Hospital diabetic clinics 
for all expectant mothers suffering from gestational diabetes.  This is regardless of whether the 
expectant mother is a private patient or a GMS patient.

Where the expectant mother does not hold a medical card, the strips (to be used in conjunc-
tion with the glucometer) have to be paid for by the patient (approximate cost of €44 for pack 
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of 50).  If the expectant mother has a medical card, the strips are covered without charge.  For 
non-medical card holders, the drug payment scheme provides that no individual or family pays 
more than €144 per calendar month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines and ap-
pliances.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individuals incur-
ring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

15/10/2013WRCC00150Ambulance Service Provision

15/10/2013WRCC00200408. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
plans to open two ambulance control centres at Tallaght and Ballyshannon; the staff comple-
ment that will be required; the way this will affect staff currently working in the system, includ-
ing agency staff; the date on which both centres will open and be fully operational; if additional 
posts will be advertised and the number, grade and timeframe for these; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [43215/13]

15/10/2013WRCC00300409. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the consideration that will be 
given to the efficiencies of taking on the existing contract staff to operate the new ambulance 
control centre. [43216/13]

15/10/2013WRCC00400410. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reassurances he can give 
the contract staff currently employed as emergency call takers in Townsend Street that their 
contract will be not be ended in a sudden or unfair way. [43217/13]

15/10/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408 to 410, 
inclusive, together.

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) control centre reconfiguration project is reducing 
the number of control centres to one national system over two sites, while making a significant 
investment in new voice, data and mapping technologies. This will allow the NAS to deploy 
emergency resources more effectively and efficiently, on a regional and national basis rather 
than within small geographic areas.  

The reconfiguration of existing ambulance control centres is consistent with international 
best practice and endorsed by HIQA as the most appropriate approach to improve the quality of 
services to patients. The project is also a key element of Future Health: A Strategic Framework 
for Health Reform in Ireland 2012-2015.

The National Operations Centre will be located in Tallaght and Ballyshannon, for operation-
al redundancy. Full commissioning, with the consolidation of all NAS control centres, should 
be completed by the end of 2014 and will include the National Aeromedical Coordination Cen-
tre, currently in Tullamore.

In relation to the specific queries raised, as these are service matters I have asked the HSE 
to respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRCC00550Medical Qualifications Issues

15/10/2013WRCC00600411. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if the delay in validating radiog-
raphers who did their training in the UK will be dealt with as a matter of urgency (details sup-
plied). [43218/13]

15/10/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): At present there is no system of statutory reg-
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istration for radiographers in Ireland.  The Health and Social Care Professionals Council which 
was established in March 2007 provides for statutory registration of twelve separate health and 
social care professions including radiographers.  The Radiographers Registration Board has 
been established and is expected to open its register shortly.

One aspect of statutory registration is the possession of an “approved qualification”.  In 
the absence of statutory registration, persons are free to work in the private health sector in 
Ireland without having their qualifications recognised.  However, persons wishing to work in 
the publicly-funded health sector in Ireland who have obtained their qualifications outside the 
State must apply to have their professional qualifications recognised under Directive 2005/36/
EC.  Such qualifications are assessed for their equivalence to the Irish entry-level qualifications 
required to work in the public health sector.

The Directive provides for mutual recognition of qualifications for certain professions.  In 
the case of the health and social care professions, including radiography, the Directive does not 
provide for automatic recognition of professional qualifications obtained in another Member 
State.  It provides for an assessment, on a case-by-case basis, of the formal qualifications and 
professional experience of an applicant against the qualifications required to practise in the host 
member state, i.e. Ireland.  

Because of the time-consuming nature of the case-by-case assessment, the Directive sets 
out timescales for the recognition process.  It provides that applications must be acknowledged 
within one month and the applicant informed of any missing document.  A final decision must 
be communicated to the applicant within 4 months of submission of a complete application.   

  My Department’s website advises that persons should not seek employment in their pro-
fessional capacity in the public health sector unless and until their qualifications have been 
recognised.

In the case of the applicant to whom the Deputy refers, an incomplete application was ini-
tially received on 31 July 2013 and the complete application was received and acknowledged 
on 5 September 2013.  Accordingly, a decision on her application is due by 5 January 2014 
which is fully compliant with the Directive’s timescales.  I appreciate that the Deputy and 
the applicant would wish that a decision on her application be made sooner.  However, the 
Directive requires that applications are considered on a case-by-case basis to provide for the 
assessment of both formal training and professional experience against Irish standards which, 
although time-consuming, is necessary to protect the public.  There is also a high volume of 
applications in the process at any given time.

It is important that persons who propose to obtain their professional training abroad with 
a view to returning to Ireland to seek employment are aware of the requirements of the Direc-
tive which provides a mechanism for persons to have their non-Irish professional qualifications 
recognised here.

15/10/2013WRCC00750Mobility Allowance Eligibility

15/10/2013WRCC00800412. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant in view of the project review group in-
terim report; the recommendations in the report; if he will provide an update on plans to replace 
these schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43228/13]

15/10/2013WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided in June last that new statutory provisions should be established to provide indi-
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vidual payments to people with severe disabilities who require additional income to address the 
costs of their mobility needs.  An inter-departmental group, chaired by the Department of the 
Taoiseach, is working to develop detailed proposals for the operation of a new statutory scheme 
and is due to report back to Government in October. 

 The Government also decided in June that payments should temporarily continue to be 
made by the Health Service Executive to those persons currently in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance for a further number of months, pending the commencement of new statutory provi-
sions, on the basis that this would prevent hardship, and, on an interim basis, alleviate stress, 
anxiety and uncertainty among a vulnerable group in society.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who have relied 
on the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant to support their independence and 
will take all of this into consideration when making a decision on future arrangements.

15/10/2013WRCC00950Obesity Strategy

15/10/2013WRCC01000413. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the numbers of obesity 
related deaths here in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the funding provided for the weight 
management clinic at Loughlinstown Hospital for the same period; his plans to address the obe-
sity epidemic in this State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43230/13]

15/10/2013WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is known that obesity contributes to deaths 
from a range of diseases such as hypertension, type 2 diabetes, angina and heart attack.  It is not, 
however, currently possible based on official statistics, to estimate what portion of these deaths 
may be directly attributable to obesity.

Funding provided for the Weight Management Clinic at St. Columcille’s Hospital, Lough-
linstown is taken from its yearly budget allocation.  The Weight Management Clinic has a full 
multi-disciplinary team (MDT) and all necessary equipment. 

While acknowledging a definite clinical need exists for those with chronic obesity, bariatric 
surgery is only required for the minority of obese patients (2% of the population). The vast ma-
jority of these patients require clinical treatment that is both hospital and community based as 
indicated by the HSE-ICGP Weight Management Treatment Algorithm, the clinical care path-
way utilised by health-care professionals. Early detection and treatment are key.  We now have 
indicative evidence to show that we are halting the incidence of overweight and obesity and 
that future work will seek to reverse the trend.  My Special Action Group on Obesity (SAGO), 
with whom I meet regularly, is progressing the obesity prevention agenda.  Some of the mea-
sures and initiatives to help reverse the growing prevalence of obesity in the Irish population 
include Calorie posting and publication of the Healthy Eating Guidelines to inform people 
about the food and drink choices required for a healthy lifestyle and set out in plain and simple 
language the food servings the Irish population need to   consume to maintain health and well-
being.  SAGO has recently established a sub-committee to investigate and develop a range of 
options to support healthy eating.  The Department of Health has worked with the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland, with regard to the marketing of food and drink to children towards a new 
Children’s Code up to 18 years, to restrict marketing of high fat, high salt and high sugar foods 
and drinks up to 7 pm.  Treatment algorithms inform primary care staff of the steps to be taken 
with regard to managing obesity.  Both ‘adult’ and ‘child’ algorithms have been agreed with 
health care professionals and are now available. 

A key feature of the development of Healthy Ireland was engagement and collaboration 
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across Government Departments.  Such collaboration will continue to be a significant feature 
of the implementation strategy, which is now focused on, among other things, the development 
of an outcomes framework and a National Physical Activity Plan.

15/10/2013WRCC01150Speech and Language Therapy

15/10/2013WRCC01200414. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the large number of vacant speech and language posts in the Health Service Executive in an 
area (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the plans he has in place to rectify this matter and 
the very detrimental effect that it is having on children in need of speech and language therapy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43233/13]

15/10/2013WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRCC01350Medical Card Delays

15/10/2013WRCC01400415. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the reasons for the delay in ap-
proving a medical application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43241/13]

15/10/2013WRCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRCC01550Hospital Charges

15/10/2013WRCC01600416. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason a public patient (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 9 was charged the €75 bed levy despite their surgery being cancelled 
after admittance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43259/13]

15/10/2013WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The public in-patient charge (€75 per day 
subject to a maximum of €750 in any period of 12 consecutive months) is provided for by the 
Health (In-Patient Charges) Regulations 1987 (as amended), made under Section 53 of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended).  Under the regulations, medical card holders are exempted from 
these charges.

I have referred the individual case raised by the Deputy to the Health Service Executive for 
investigation and direct reply to the Deputy. 

15/10/2013WRCC01750Medical Card Applications

15/10/2013WRCC01800417. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
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medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43262/13]

15/10/2013WRCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRCC01950Vaccination Programme

15/10/2013WRCC02000418. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a new 
vaccine against meningitis B, Bexsero, which was licensed by the European Commission in 
January 2013, and has been a breakthrough to potentially save thousands of lives; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [43277/13]

15/10/2013WRCC02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).   The NIAC is 
a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number 
of specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s 
recommendations are informed by public health advice, international best practice and by the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE).

A Health Technology Assessment which includes a cost benefit analysis is carried out prior 
to any new vaccine being considered.  This has a vital role in ensuring that care technologies, 
including vaccines, are used in a manner appropriate to their ability to maximise health gain and 
achieve value for money. 

There are currently no plans to introduce Meningococcal group B (Meningitis B) vaccine in 
Ireland.  However should the NIAC advice recommend its inclusion into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive National Immunisation Office will examine the issue.

15/10/2013WRCC02150Sick Pay Scheme Expenditure

15/10/2013WRCC02200419. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding sick 
leave payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [43281/13]

15/10/2013WRCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRCC02350Health Services Provision

15/10/2013WRCC02400420. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a grant scheme 
for the provision of defibrillators in primary and secondary schools throughout the country and 
in public buildings, community centres and so on. [43304/13]

15/10/2013WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Second Stage of the Public Access to 
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Defibrillators Bill, which sets out the requirement to provide defibrillators in a range of settings 
and for events which have a regular attendance in excess of 100 persons per day, was passed in 
the Seanad in June 2013.  Approval was granted for the Health Information and Quality Author-
ity (HIQA) to undertake a Health Technology Assessment (HTA) of a public access defibrillator 
programme for Ireland.  This HTA, when completed, will determine the implementation of the 
defibrillator programme for Ireland.

15/10/2013WRCC02550Nursing Home Services

15/10/2013WRCC02600421. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion regarding the Leinster Private Nursing Home in Pembroke Street Dublin 2, a private nurs-
ing home which operated on Pembroke Street in the 1960s and 1970s; if the Eastern Health 
Board took over the said private nursing home; the year in which it was taken over; and if he 
will provide details of its purchase by the health authority. [43316/13]

15/10/2013WRCC02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRCC02750Water Fluoridation

15/10/2013WRCC02800422. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his Department ever made a 
complete analysis of the chemical used for water fluoridation; if he will make all the findings 
available to this Deputy; and if his Department ever submitted each contaminant to a 95% upper 
confidence level analysis. [43381/13]

15/10/2013WRCC02900423. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his Department ever changed 
their supplier of fluoride; and if so, the reason there was a new supplier sought. [43382/13]

15/10/2013WRCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White):  I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 422 and 423 together.

The HSE takes samples for the analysis of hydrofluorosilicic acid (HFSA), the chemical 
used for water fluoridation and all its concentrations. The analysis of these samples is under-
taken by the Public Analyst’s Laboratory Dublin. The level of heavy metal contaminants has 
been well below the Limit of Quantitation so the issue of compliance of a heavy metal result 
(+/- a confidence interval) with the specification has not arisen. Reports of these analyses are 
available on request from the HSE. 

Since the introduction of water fluoridation in the 1960s there have been changes in sup-
pliers of fluoride to health authorities in accordance with the relevant procurement procedures. 
Chemifloc Ltd. is the company currently contracted by the HSE for the supply and delivery of 
HFSA for the purpose of water fluoridation.

15/10/2013WRDD00250Medical Card Data

15/10/2013WRDD00300424. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the percentage and number of per-
sons living in the Dublin 5,13 and 17 areas who are in receipt of medical cards, general practi-
tioner only cards and the drugs refund scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43386/13]
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15/10/2013WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

15/10/2013WRDD00450Medical Card Reviews

15/10/2013WRDD00500425. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who, on renewal, was 
issued with a general practitioner only card instead of a full medical card.  [43419/13]

15/10/2013WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRDD00650Health Services Access

15/10/2013WRDD00700426. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 22 has been refused full-time residential care.  [43420/13]

15/10/2013WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRDD00850Medical Card Applications

15/10/2013WRDD00900427. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
for a discretionary medical card on medical grounds in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43423/13]

15/10/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

15/10/2013WRDD01050Hospital Appointment Delays

15/10/2013WRDD01100428. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a cateract operation will 
be arranged as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  
[43426/13]

15/10/2013WRDD01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
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and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

15/10/2013WRDD01250Hospital Accommodation Provision

15/10/2013WRDD01300429. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health when the beds in Carndonagh 
Hospital, County Donegal which were closed this year, will be reinstated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43431/13]

15/10/2013WRDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRDD01450Psychological Assessments

15/10/2013WRDD01500430. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if it is true that a private 
psychological assessment carried out on a child may not be accepted by the Health Service 
Executive.  [43435/13]

15/10/2013WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRDD01650Health Services Access

15/10/2013WRDD01700431. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to 
address the delay in speech and language therapy, occupational therapy and psychological as-
sessments for Ballyfermot children in view of the fact that early intervention is often key to 
addressing problems or developing key strategies. [43436/13]

15/10/2013WRDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WRDD01850Orthodontic Services Provision

15/10/2013WRDD01900432. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment and much needed braces from the Health 
Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43490/13]

15/10/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.
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15/10/2013WRDD02050Health Services Appeals

15/10/2013WRDD02100433. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of staff appeals of-
ficers, administrators and so on, employed in dealing with appeals in the Health Service Execu-
tive National Appeals Office; the number of cases currently at hand; the length of time it takes 
to process each appeal; the number of cases processed each month; if he will make additional 
staff and resources available to deal with the backlog; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [43492/13]

15/10/2013WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRDD02250Maternity Services

15/10/2013WRDD02300434. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health his views on the most recent 
Health Information and Quality Authority report into service by the Health Service Executive to 
patients, including pregnant women, at risk of clinical deterioration, including those provided in 
University Hospital Galway and as reflected in, among other things, the care and treatment pro-
vided to Savita Halappanavar; his views on the recommendations of this report and on whether 
there is an urgent need for a national maternity strategy; if he will commit to developing such 
a strategy and implementing it fully; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43506/13]

15/10/2013WRDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Firstly, I wish to repeat that this tragedy 
should not have happened and that the untimely death of Savita Halappanavar on 28 October 
last year was a shocking wake-up call to the whole health care system about how failures in 
patients’ care can sometimes have extreme consequences.  I am determined that out of the sad 
loss of this young woman our whole health system will learn lessons that will ensure that it 
provides safe, patient-centred care.

I am changing the way we do business in relation to monitoring the performance of our 
health services so that there is visible emphasis on patient safety.  One immediate step is to 
make patient safety a priority within the HSE’s annual Service Plan through specific measures 
focused on quality and patient safety including Healthcare Associated Infections, Medication 
Safety and implementation of Early Warning Score systems.  I will not accept insufficient allo-
cation of funding for measures supporting safe patient care, despite hugely competing demands 
on the Service Plan’s Budget.

My Department will be developing a Code of Conduct for Employers that reflects the fact 
that patient safety is core business and must be permanently integrated into the corporate gov-
ernance agenda.

I am determined that the recommendations of this Report will be implemented.  To ensure 
this, I will direct the Chairperson of HIQA to ensure that my patient safety priorities are reflect-
ed in their monitoring programme against the National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare. 

My Department will be leading the development of a Strategic Plan for Maternity Services 
in collaboration with the HSE which will provide the blueprint for the safe effective delivery 
of maternity services nationally.  The Department will oversee the development of this national 
maternal strategy and it will be informed by our own national expertise as well as an interna-
tional analysis of maternity and gynaecology service configurations and best practice models 
of care.   
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I have already mandated the National Early Warning Score as the first National Clinical 
Guideline.  Ireland was the first country to do this.  I am now requesting the development of 
similar guidelines for national maternity early warning score, national paediatric early warning 
score, sepsis and clinical hand over.

Finally, I am continuing to examine this extremely important and comprehensive report.  
In the meantime, I have written to both HIQA and the HSE giving further directions to both 
organisations on how progress on the implementation of the recommendations should be moni-
tored and reported.

15/10/2013WRDD02450Orthodontic Services Provision

15/10/2013WRDD02500435. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) in 
County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43523/13]

15/10/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

15/10/2013WRDD02650Mental Health Services Provision

15/10/2013WRDD02700436. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if the taget date for the opening of 
a new psychiatric unit in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, has been delayed. [43542/13]

15/10/2013WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

15/10/2013WRDD02850Dental Services Waiting Lists

15/10/2013WRDD02900437. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the reason there are 
waiting lists for dental treatment in Navan, County Meath, where young persons on the list 
since 2009 are only now being seen; if he will indicate what happens to young persons who 
cease to qualify for treatment on age grounds despite never having been seen; the number of 
young persons on the waiting list in the area and the types of treatment they are awaiting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43559/13]

15/10/2013WRDD03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for providing dental care to schoolchildren. The matter has therefore been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WREE00150Hospital Staff Issues

15/10/2013WREE00200438. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when the new multi-
task assistants will take up their positions at Carndonagh Hospital, County Donegal.  [43568/13]

15/10/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 



15 October 2013

311

service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

15/10/2013WREE00350Hospital Waiting Lists

15/10/2013WREE00400439. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the 
urgent cases that were referred from Waterford General Hospital to Cappagh as these patients 
have now been told that the funding is now not available for the Cappagh iniative and they are 
now back on the WRH waiting lists; if he will confirm an early appointment in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [43573/13]

15/10/2013WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In July 2011, I announced changes to the 
remit of the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF), to support the mission of the Special 
Delivery Unit (SDU).  The NTPF/SDU are working closely with hospitals towards achievement 
of waiting time targets. 

I am advised that, as part of this work in 2012, funding was set aside from the 2012 NTPF 
allocation to support Waterford Regional Hospital in arranging initial consultations for a lim-
ited number of orthopaedic outpatients, with the cooperation of Cappagh Hospital in Dublin. 
It would not be possible to predict with certainty, in advance of consultations taking place, 
whether all those outpatients would require further medical help, nor to predict the cohort of 
patients who would require follow-on in-patient surgical intervention. 

In 2013, unlike previous years, funding for such performance improvement initiatives is 
held within the HSE Vote. Hence, the hospitals involved agreed to an orderly transition of the 
initiative (which had already commenced) to minimise any disruption to the patients involved 
and make best use of the patient appointments already held, while working within a budget now 
provided directly to public hospitals. 

Of the 1,871 patient referrals from Waterford to Cappagh, 1,623 patients had their treat-
ment completed at Cappagh. The remaining 248 will now have their treatment provided by 
Waterford. I am advised that those patients who had been scheduled for either an outpatient 
appointment or a procedure at Cappagh are being rescheduled for appointments and treatment 
at Waterford and the hospital is currently writing to these patients, advising them that their care 
needs will be seen to as expeditiously as possible.

In relation to the particular query raised, I have asked the Health Service Executive to inves-
tigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy.

15/10/2013WREE00550Medical Card Eligibility

15/10/2013WREE00600440. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to allow coeliacs 
obtain gluten free products on the medical card; if these coeliacs on medical cards and the elder-
ly will be given special consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43574/13]

15/10/2013WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the current finan-
cial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) faces a continuing challenge to deliver 
services in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to protect, as 
far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, as a result it has become necessary 
for the HSE to suspend certain products from its list of items reimbursable under the GMS and 
other community drug schemes.  This includes gluten-free products. 

Gluten-free products have become more widely available in supermarkets in recent years 
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and tend to be significantly cheaper than products sold through community pharmacies.  A 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Adult Diet Supplement may be awarded by the Department 
of Social Protection to eligible persons.  Persons wishing to apply for this allowance can do so 
by completing an application form which can be downloaded at the following link: http://www.
welfare.ie/EN/Forms/Documents/swa9.pdf.

For persons who are not awarded a Diet Supplement, monies spent on gluten-free foods can 
be taken into account for tax purposes.

15/10/2013WREE00750Primary Care Centres Provision

15/10/2013WREE00800441. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the time-
frame for completion of two primary care centre projects (details provided) in County Meath; 
the progress to date in advancing the projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43595/13]

15/10/2013WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health 
infrastructure is a service delivery issue.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

15/10/2013WREE00950Medical Card Applications

15/10/2013WREE01000442. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if the over 70s medical card provi-
sions will be amended to cover the cost of the medical examination which is required for all 
persons aged over 70 years when applying for a driving licence which must be renewed every 
three years.  [43599/13]

15/10/2013WREE01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) contract, a general practitioner (GP) is expected to provide his/her 
patients who hold medical cards or GP visit cards with all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind generally undertaken by a GP.  

The contract between the HSE and GPs under the GMS Scheme stipulates that fees are not 
paid to GPs by the HSE in respect of certain medical certificates which may be required, for 
example, “under the Social Welfare Acts or for the purposes of insurance or assurance policies 
or for the issue of driving licences”.  There are no plans at present to amend the GMS contract 
in this regard.

Consultation fees charged by general practitioners to private patients and to GMS patients 
outside the terms of the GMS contract are a matter of private contract between the clinicians 
and the patients.  While I have no role in relation to such fees, I would expect clinicians to have 
regard to the overall economic situation in setting their fees.

15/10/2013WREE01150HSE Reports

15/10/2013WREE01200443. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if recommendations in the Health 
Service Executive report into the death of a person (details supplied) have been implemented in 
all hospitals; if so, when and the way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43606/13]

15/10/2013WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined that the recommendations 
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of the  HSE inquiry into the death of Tania McCabe and her infant son Zach at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital in 2007,  and the recently published HIQA Report  of  the care and treatment 
provided to Ms. Halappanavar,  will be fully implemented and that any actions required will be 
implemented across our health services.  To ensure this, I  have written to the Chairman of the 
Board of HIQA requesting that the Authority ensures that the monitoring of progress against the 
recommendations of the HIQA Report  of  the care and treatment provided to Ms. Halappana-
var  is a priority as part of its monitoring programme against the National Standards for Safer 
Better Healthcare. I have also written to  the Director General of the HSE giving further direc-
tions on how progress on the implementation of the recommendations should be monitored and 
reported. The process for implementing  recommendations will also address any outstanding 
issues arising from the HSE inquiry into the death of Tania McCabe and her infant son Zach.

 I am determined that out of the sad loss of these young women our whole health system will 
learn lessons that will ensure that it provides safe, patient-centred care.

15/10/2013WREE01350Driving Test Regulations

15/10/2013WREE01400444. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding driving test charges in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43199/13]

15/10/2013WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The operation of 
the driver testing service is a matter for the Road Safety Authority, and I have referred the ques-
tion to them for direct answer.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not 
been received within ten days.

15/10/2013WREE01550Road Safety Issues

15/10/2013WREE01600445. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to make it compulsory for children to wear bicycle helmets when cycling. [43066/13]

15/10/2013WREE01700446. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to make it compulsory for cyclists to have working lights on the front and back of their 
bicycles. [43067/13]

15/10/2013WREE01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 445 and 446 together.

It is long-standing Government policy to recommend and promote the wearing of safety 
helmets by cyclists in general. 

However, opinion is divided internationally on whether the wearing of helmets is best 
achieved through statutory requirements or through other strategies.  Making helmets com-
pulsory would raise a number of difficulties.  In particular it would be necessary to have an 
enforcement system, with penalties for cycling without a helmet. The matter was considered 
during the preparation of the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020.  Although the Strategy strongly 
favours encouraging the use of helmets, it stopped short of recommending making their wear-
ing compulsory. 

Promoting the wearing of cycle helmets is currently achieved by educational and public-
ity campaigns rather than by a punitive approach to the issue, particularly having regard to the 
large numbers of children and young people who cycle.  Consequently, I have no plans at pres-
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ent to make the wearing of bicycle safety helmets a legal requirement.

In the matter of lights, it is already a requirement to have lights at the front and rear of bi-
cycles.  This is set out in Regulation 29 of the Road Traffic (Lighting of Vehicles) Regulations, 
1963 (S.I. No. 189 of 1963).  The Regulations require both front and rear lights to be ‘duly lit’, 
therefore the lights must be in working order, as suggested by the Deputy.

15/10/2013WREE01850Rural Transport Programme Funding

15/10/2013WREE01900447. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will continue to be provided in respect of a rural bus service (details supplied). [43088/13]

15/10/2013WREE02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly):  As Minister of State for Public and Commuter Transport I have responsibility for pol-
icy and overall funding in relation to the Rural Transport Programme (RTP). Since the 1 April 
2012, the NTA has been assigned responsibility for managing the RTP and also has responsibil-
ity for implementing the recently announced restructuring of the Programme.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/10/2013WREE02050Railway Safety Issues

15/10/2013WREE02100448. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consult with Iarnród Éireann regarding the standard level of time that gates must remain closed 
before and after a train; if he will ensure that the gates in Multyfarnham County Westmeath are 
running according to the standard time period.  [43096/13]

15/10/2013WREE02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

15/10/2013WREE02250Roadworthiness Testing

15/10/2013WREE02300449. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the rise in fees on 7 October 2013 for commercial vehicle road-worthiness testing; and if the 
rise was publicised in advance.  [43100/13]

15/10/2013WREE02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The reforms 
brought about by the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness (CVR) Programme in delivering an 
enhanced testing system for Road Transport Operators as well as the establishment of a Road 
Safety levy to help create a safer road network have necessitated an increase in test fees for 
commercial vehicles.  This increase also reflects the cost to the RSA of implementing the en-
hanced CVR Programme supported by software specifically developed for that purpose.

From October 7 the fee for the annual testing of commercial vehicles will incorporate both 
the current Certificate of Roadworthiness fee as well as the road safety levy.  There are no 
changes to re-test fees.

The schedule of new test fees for various classes of vehicles was published in national news-
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papers on October 3 and 6 last.

15/10/2013WREE02450Ferry Services Provision

15/10/2013WREE02500450. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the EU or 
national incentives there may be for entrepreneurs who are investigating the possibility of estab-
lishing a ferry link between Cork and Gizon in northern Spain to facilitate the large volume of 
freight and tourist traffic that currently have to drive on French and English roads.  [43125/13]

15/10/2013WREE02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department, 
through the Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO), can support and assist those wishing 
to establish new shipping services by providing them with expert market intelligence and analy-
sis. The Irish market currently offers a diverse range of viable maritime links in and out of the 
State.  All ferry companies servicing those routes are private commercial companies and their 
services are market driven. Any new initiatives to enhance connectivity or develop new routes 
must be market driven as government funding of  ports or international shipping services would 
be contrary to EU State Aid and Competition Law.

In relation to EU initiatives, the EU’s Marco Polo programme which provided an avenue 
of funding for shipping operators ceases this year. The 2013 call for proposals was published 
on 26 March 2013 with a deadline for the submission of proposals of 23 August 2013. There 
is no indication currently whether this programme will be replaced with a similar programme. 
However, the European Parliament and the Council are finalising the Regulation on Union 
guidelines for the Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T) and its associated financing 
regulation the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). These regulations are due to be published 
soon and will enter into force in 2014. The TEN-T guidelines and the Connecting Europe facil-
ity establish the priorities for European funding of transport infrastructure.

Motorways of the sea represent the maritime dimension of the TEN-T guidelines. The 
guidelines define what maritime transport infrastructure may be eligible for co-funding under 
CEF and the guidelines outline certain criteria for ports. Both the Port of Cork and the Port of 
Gizon are designated as CORE ports under the regulation and may be are eligible for funding. 
Further information is available on the website www.tentea.ec.eupopa.eu.

15/10/2013WREE02650Tourism Promotion

15/10/2013WREE02700451. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Fáilte 
Ireland will outline the funding that has been made available to festivals throughout the country 
under their regional festivals scheme fund from 2011 to date in 2013; if he will detail the amount 
that has been allocated for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43167/13]

15/10/2013WREE02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

15/10/2013WREE02850Road Projects Status

15/10/2013WREE02900452. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
National Roads Authority will provide an update on the progress that has been made to date on 
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the N11 upgrade project between Arklow and Rathnew in County Wicklow; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43173/13]

15/10/2013WREE03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

15/10/2013WRFF00150Taxi Regulations

15/10/2013WRFF00200453. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding the new Taxi Regulation Bill (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43187/13]

15/10/2013WRFF00300463. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
sons he has relinquished control over the taxi industry; if he has concerns regarding maximum 
fares, driver standards, vehicle standards and road safety; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43594/13]

15/10/2013WRFF00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 453 and 463 together.

The responsibility for taxi ranks is a matter for Local Authorities.  Upon enactment, section 
25 of the Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 will replace and restate Section 84 of the Road Traffic Act 
1961 concerning the making of bye-laws by Local Authorities with regard to stands for taxis.  
Funding for taxi ranks may be awarded by the National Transport Authority (NTA) pursuant 
to section 69 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 as amended by the Bill (section 74).

The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 is a vast improvement upon the legal provisions contained 
in the Taxi Regulation Act 2003.  The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 prescribes more precisely the 
scope of the regulatory powers for licensing, enforcement and regulation by the NTA, which 
already has responsibility for the regulation of the taxi industry as provided for under the Public 
Transport Regulation Act 2009.  Within the legal framework provided for in the Taxi Bill the 
role of the regulator is balanced against the rights of the license holder or applicant and the 
rights and protections for passengers, thereby providing clear guidance for all concerned within 
the taxi industry.

The Taxi Bill makes provision under Section 20 for the NTA to prescribe in Small Public 
Service Vehicle(SPSV) regulations the standards for vehicles and for taxi drivers.  This is a re-
statement and refinement of existing provisions under Section 34 and 39 of the Taxi Regulation 
Act 2003.  There is ongoing improvement in the regulation of vehicle standards by the NTA on 
foot of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011.  The prohibition on 
the transfer of SPSV licences provided for under Section 14 of the Taxi Bill together with the 
recent changes to vehicle age will, I believe, have a significant impact in this regard, with safety 
benefits for taxi drivers, taxi users and other road users.  With regard to the standards for taxi 
drivers, as I explained in Dail Debates on the Taxi Bill it is my view that regulations made in 
this area can only improve and promote the standards of professionalism in the industry and, as 
with all of the powers conferred on the NTA, it is incumbent on it to ensure that these powers 
are exercised in a reasonable manner.
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The provisions under Section 24 of the Taxi Bill provide for a restatement of existing provi-
sions in the Taxi Regulation Act 2003 concerning maximum fares in the State.  The setting of 
the maximum taxi fare is a statutory function of the NTA.  A review of taxi fares is carried out 
every two years by the Authority. Under the fares review this year, the NTA put forward a pro-
posal to simplify the overall fare structure and to provide an approximate 3.6% to 4% increase 
in the maximum allowable fares.  However, following consultation with the taxi advisory com-
mittee and the various different taxi groups, it was decided not to make any changes to the 
existing fares structure.

15/10/2013WRFF00450Roads Maintenance Issues

15/10/2013WRFF00500454. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that up to 50 HGVs per hour are using a residential street 
(details supplied) in County Kilkenny causing infrastructural damage and putting health and 
safety of residents at risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43226/13]

15/10/2013WRFF00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded from this additional funding is also a 
matter for the local authority.  Where excess HGVs in particular locations are deemed to be an 
issue then it is open to the relevant local authority to consider applying speed restrictions, traffic 
calming, or other traffic management measures they deem appropriate.

15/10/2013WRFF00650Road Projects Status

15/10/2013WRFF00700455. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
Kilkenny ring road will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43227/13]

15/10/2013WRFF00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t 
receive a reply within ten working days.

15/10/2013WRFF00850Roads Maintenance

15/10/2013WRFF00900456. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a spe-
cial allocation for the upgrade of roads will be made to those local authorities that will host a 
stage of the 2014 Giro D’Italia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43240/13]

15/10/2013WRFF01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and funding for the na-
tional roads programme.  The implementation of individual national road projects is a matter 
for the National Roads Authority, NRA, under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007, in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
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of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 
19 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

With regard to regional and local roads, the improvement and maintenance of these roads 
is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from local authorities own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to 
be funded from this additional funding is also a matter for the local authority.  I will announce 
the 2014 regional and local road grant allocations early in the new year.

15/10/2013WRFF01050Road Projects Status

15/10/2013WRFF01100457. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
progress of the southern distributor road in Athy, County Kildare, that was previously ear-
marked as the next big road project in County Kildare. [43254/13]

15/10/2013WRFF01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads, in its area, is a statutory function of each road au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such 
roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the Council.  My Department received an application from Kildare County 
Council in November 2008 for 100% funding of the Athy Southern Distributor Road.  The 
estimated total cost of the project is in excess of €34 million.  While a grant of €150,000 was 
allocated to the Council in 2011 to allow certain design and planning work on this project to be 
undertaken it was made clear by my Department that there was no funding commitment beyond 
that.

As I am sure the Deputy will appreciate, given the current financial circumstances, I am not 
in a position at present to give any commitment regarding the provision of further funding for 
the construction of this project. The limited amount of funding being allocated to development 
projects will focus on projects already under construction or to meet commitments already in 
place.  I am aware of the importance of this road to Athy and to the south Leinster region.  When 
the financial position improves I would like to be in a position to support the advancement of 
this type of project.

15/10/2013WRFF01250Coast Guard Services

15/10/2013WRFF01300458. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of incidents the Irish Coast Guard search and rescue helicopter attended in the years 2010, 2011, 
2012 and to date in 2013; the number of these incidents in each of these years that were deemed 
to be a hoax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [43383/13]

15/10/2013WRFF01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Coast 
Guard search and rescue helicopters were tasked to 470 incidents in 2010, 553 incidents in 
2011 and 532 incidents in 2012.  As at the end of September this year, the number of taskings 
was 637.  None of these taskings were deemed to be a hoax.
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15/10/2013WRFF01450Roads Maintenance

15/10/2013WRFF01500459. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
release any extra funding to address the serious deterioration of roads here. [43432/13]

15/10/2013WRFF01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and funding for the na-
tional roads programme.  The implementation of individual national road projects is a matter 
for the National Roads Authority, NRA, under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007, in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  The improvement and maintenance of regional and local 
roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authorities own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.

The 2013 road grants have now been fully allocated and there are no further funds available 
from which an additional allocation could be made.  It is worth noting however, that an addi-
tional €50 million was provided to local authorities in June this year for works on regional and 
local roads under a mini-stimulus plan.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be 
funded from this additional funding was also a matter for the local authority.

15/10/2013WRFF01650Road Safety Strategy

15/10/2013WRFF01700460. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
raise the speed limits on specific parts of our motorways and national routes. [43433/13]

15/10/2013WRFF01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I announced last 
year that I had established a Group, comprising all relevant stakeholders, to carry out a review 
of speed limits in the country.  This Group, which is chaired by my Department, includes repre-
sentatives from the local authorities, the Automobile Association, An Garda Síochána, the Road 
Safety Authority, the National Roads Authority as well as the National Transport Authority. As 
the Deputy will appreciate, this is an issue which requires detailed consideration.  I anticipate 
that the group will report to me shortly, and while I will give careful consideration to any rec-
ommendations contained in their Report, it would be premature for me to speculate at this stage 
on the manner or timing of their implementation.

15/10/2013WRFF01875Rail Network

15/10/2013WRFF01900461. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the works 
planned by the National Transport Authority on the level crossing at Ashtown Pelletstown. 
[43434/13]

15/10/2013WRFF02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA)  in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as the development of new train stations, comes under the remit of 
the NTA.  Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

15/10/2013WRFF02050Public Transport Issues
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15/10/2013WRFF02100462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address the serious issue of overcrowding on the Sligo to Dublin train which occurred on 6 
October 2013. [43470/13]

15/10/2013WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to both the company and the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive replies within ten working days.

  Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 453.

15/10/2013WRFF02450Cycling Facilities

15/10/2013WRFF02500464. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide funding to Fingal County Council for the provision of a Baldoyle to Portmarnock cycle 
lane. [43605/13]

15/10/2013WRFF02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following the es-
tablishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, funding for the 
delivery of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of cycle lanes in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) is a matter for the NTA.  The NTA are best placed to provide details of any 
plans to develop a cycle lane between Baldoyle and Portmarnock.  Accordingly, I have asked 
the Authority to reply to you directly on this matter.

15/10/2013WRFF02650Air Services Provision

15/10/2013WRFF02700465. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the last 
time his Department carried out a review of the need for the PSO air service between Dublin 
and Donegal Airport under regulation 1008/2208 of the EU; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43646/13]

15/10/2013WRFF02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Department completed a Value for Money Study on the Regional Airports 
Programme in 2010 which, following consideration by then Government, was published on the 
Department’s website in January 2011.  The Value for Money Study, which included a review of 
the need for PSO air services in Ireland, was the basis on which it was decided to renew the PSO 
air service between Donegal and Dublin airports that year.  In accordance with Regulation (EC) 
No 1008/2008 on common rules for the operation of air services in the Community, a report on 
the PSO air services from Donegal and Kerry airports, which was primarily based on the Value 
for Money Study, was sent to the European Commission in June 2011 prior to the renewal of 
the PSO air services to those two airports in November 2011.

The current contracts for these services are for a three year period to November 2014.  The 
future of the current Regional Airports Programme, including a review of the need for PSO air 
services in Ireland, will be examined in the context of the National Aviation Policy for Ireland 
which is currently being developed, following a public consultation carried out earlier this year.  
I intend to publish a draft National Aviation Policy Statement by year end and this will provide 
a further opportunity for stakeholder input before the adoption of the new policy document in 
early 2014.



15 October 2013

321

15/10/2013WRFF02850Rail Network

15/10/2013WRFF02900466. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he intends to apply for funding under the Trans European Network–Transport (Ten-T) 2014-
2020 for the development of a rail network linking Derry to Limerick, Shannon and Cork, or 
any part thereof, along a western arc corridor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43651/13]

15/10/2013WRFF03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I have indicated 
to the House previously, I have no plans to develop a so-called “Western Arc” rail line from 
Cork to Belfast as this would require both the re-opening of the remaining phases of the West-
ern Rail Corridor and also the development of new rail lines to connect with the rail network in 
Northern Ireland.  It should also be noted that the Northern Ireland Executive has no plans to 
provide such new rail lines.  The Government’s policy in relation to the funding of capital proj-
ects to 2016, including the development of rail and road links, is set out in the “Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment 2012-16: Medium Term Exchequer Framework”.  Due to the overall 
reduction in funding for transport infrastructure the priority to 2016 is to protect investment 
made to date and to maintain safety standards.  The limited funding available over and above 
this priority will only be provided for projects which are affordable, meet overall transport ob-
jectives and deliver the best return in terms of economic recovery and job creation.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the Programme for Government and in particular 
the commitment that: “We will insist that major capital projects are subjected to proper cost-
benefit analysis and evaluation, improving future productivity and growth prospects, and that 
the value-for-money obtained is significantly enhanced compared to the most recent period.”

The Irish Rail commissioned AECOM/Goodbody “2030 Rail Network Strategy Review” 
examined the potential for new and re-opened lines and it did not recommend the development 
of a rail link between Sligo and Derry or between Donegal and Derry. Likewise its predecessor, 
the “Strategic Rail Review” in 2003 did not recommend such rail links.  The performance of 
Phase 1 of the Western Rail Corridor between Ennis to Athenry to date has been very disap-
pointing even allowing for the recession.  Given the pressure on the public finances there  are no 
funds for new subsidies or to develop new rail links in any part of the country.  Moreover CIE 
is in a precarious financial situation and is dependent on continued bank funding.  For all the 
reasons outlined above, the Government has no plans to further extend the heavy rail network. 
In these circumstances the question of applying for Ten-T funding to develop a rail line between 
Cork and Belfast via Shannon, Limerick and Derry does not arise.

15/10/2013WRFF03050Public Transport Provision

15/10/2013WRFF03100467. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the details of correspondence between his Department and the EU Committee on Petitions to 
date in 2013 regarding the European Regional Development Fund, the western rail corridor and 
the Atlantic corridor; his proposals to address the issues raised by the committee; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [43652/13]

15/10/2013WRFF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I received a  letter 
earlier this year from the Chair of the Petitions Committee of the European Parliament regarding 
a complaint in relation to the allocation of EU funding for transport.  I will arrange for a copy 
of my response to be sent to the Deputy.  In my response I refuted the claim by the Petitioner 
that the Government, and my Department in particular, has discriminated against the West/
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North West of Ireland in terms of capital infrastructure investment and EU funds.  I pointed out 
that  neither the BMW Region nor the Irish exchequer has lost out on or under-claimed ERDF 
funding. In fact the allocation for public transport in the BMW region was increased during the 
programme period.  I also confirmed that Phase 1 of the Western Rail Corridor (WRC) has been 
included in the revised Ten-T Comprehensive Network from 2014 which was agreed with the 
European Parliament under the Irish Presidency.

I pointed out in my response that a priority for the West is to continue progress on the At-
lantic Corridor motorway which will also link to the Dublin-Galway motorway.  The section 
from Ennis to Gort was completed in 2010 and earlier this year I gave approval to progress the 
Gort to Tuam section as a PPP project.  In relation to public transport, I recently opened a new 
rail station at Oranmore.  I have no plans to extend the Western Rail Corridor as there are no 
funds to develop new rail links in any part of the country or to provide subsidies for loss mak-
ing routes.


