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     Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

     Question No. 7 resubmitted.

     Question No. 8 answered orally.

Questions Nos. 9 to 15, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 16 to 20, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 21 to 56, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 57 to 69, inclusive, answered orally.

08/10/2013WRB00975Student Contribution

08/10/2013WRB0130070. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give a 
commitment to a timeline to reverse the increases he is making in the student registration fee, as 
proposed by the Union of Students in Ireland in its pre-budget submission; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [42234/13]

08/10/2013WRB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Student Contribution stands at €2,500 for the current academic year and is payable by 
students who qualify under my Department’s free fees schemes.  I have already signalled my 
intention to increase the Student Contribution by €250 each year hereafter until the 2015/16 
academic year when the Contribution will stand at €3,000.  The full Contribution is paid by the 
Exchequer in respect of students who qualify under my Department’s Student Grant Scheme 
(some 40%). The Higher Education Authority (HEA) is undertaking a study on the sustain-
ability of the current funding system for higher education and I will be advised as this work 
progresses.  The report will help inform decision-making as to the future funding of the sector.

08/10/2013WRB01450Special Educational Needs Expenditure

08/10/2013WRB0150071. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ring-
fence current funding for special needs assistants in budget 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42210/13]

08/10/2013WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The policy of this Govern-
ment is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA support will receive access 
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to such support.  The level of resources being devoted to supporting children with Special 
Educational Needs has been maintained at €1.3 billion.  These resources have been protected 
despite the ongoing severe financial position.  The ongoing commitment of my Government to 
protect frontline supports for children with special educational needs is an acknowledgment of 
the important role played by SNAs in ensuring that children with special needs can progress 
and develop and be included, where appropriate, in mainstream school settings.  This level of 
spending has been protected despite the ongoing severe financial position.  There has been no 
reduction in the number of SNA posts in the 2013/14 school year.  As budget considerations are 
ongoing, I am not in a position at this point to anticipate any future budgetary or expenditure 
provisions.

08/10/2013WRB01650Student Grant Scheme Reform

08/10/2013WRB0170072. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to review 
means assessments for higher education grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42149/13]

08/10/2013WRB0180078. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give an as-
surance to self-employed and farming families that he has no plans to include working assets in 
calculation of a family’s means for qualifying for a third level student maintenance grant; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42230/13]

08/10/2013WRB01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 72 and 78 together.

The Deputies will be aware that, following agreement in principle by the Government to 
broaden the current means testing arrangements for student grants by way of inclusion of the 
value of capital assets, I set up a dedicated implementation group to bring forward detailed pro-
posals.  I have received a draft report from the implementation group.  This is currently under 
consideration and I will be consulting further with my cabinet colleagues.

08/10/2013WRB01950School Closures

08/10/2013WRB0200073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to maintain the fabric of smaller rural and urban schools 
under the patronage of all churches, with particular reference to the need to ensure that such 
communities are not in any way marginalised arising either from demographics, location and-or 
socioeconomic status, and having due regard to traditional commitments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42152/13]

08/10/2013WRB0210086. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans re-
garding small rural schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42246/13]

08/10/2013WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 73 and 86 together.

The Government is very cognisant of the important role of primary schools in the fabric of 
local communities.  Our overall primary school enrolment has been growing rapidly in recent 
years and this is going to continue.  In managing the resource consequences of this, it is impor-
tant that decisions on school provision and organisation are based on a rigorous evaluation of 
requirements and needs, not just at a local level but also at both regional and national levels.  
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A Value for Money review of Small Primary Schools has been recently presented to me.  The 
report’s contents will be carefully considered with my Government colleagues prior to its pub-
lication.

08/10/2013WRB02250Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/10/2013WRB0230074. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to change 
pupil-teacher ratios.  [42195/13]

08/10/2013WRB0240080. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will maintain 
the pupil-teacher ratio in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42248/13]

08/10/2013WRB0250081. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills if cuts in budget 
2014 will mean even larger class sizes for pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42211/13]

08/10/2013WRB0260084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an impact as-
sessment has been carried out in relation to class sizes in the north Kildare and east Meath areas 
of high population growth; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the proposed increase 
in the pupil-teacher ratio would have severe effects on these areas at a rate beyond other areas of 
the country; his Department’s modelling for future teacher deployment in areas where the birth 
rate is currently high; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42018/13]

08/10/2013WRB02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 74, 80, 81 and 84 together.

The budget for education, including the number of teaching posts that we can afford to fund 
in schools is a matter that I will have to consider with my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of 
the forthcoming budget.  The decisions in relation to such matters will be announced at budget 
time.  A particular challenge in the education sector is on ensuring we have school places and 
teachers for the thousands of additional pupils entering our schools each year.  The Government 
will endeavour to protect frontline education services as best as possible.  However, the con-
text for any discussion about PTR and class sizes is the requirement to bring our overall public 
expenditure into line with what we can afford as a country.  The challenge will be to ensure 
that the resources that can be provided are used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible 
outcome for pupils.

08/10/2013WRB02750Schools Guidance Counsellors

08/10/2013WRB0280075. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide fig-
ures on the reductions secondary schools have made in guidance counselling hours as a result of 
his removal of the ex quota allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42238/13]

08/10/2013WRB02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have already acknowledged 
to the House that bringing guidance within quota is challenging for schools.  However, the al-
ternative was to adjust the PTR staffing allocations.  Guidance is a whole school activity and 
schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available resources to meet the require-
ments in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate range of subjects to students.  
This operates at local school level.

The representative organisations for School Principals and school management developed 
a framework that assists schools on how best to manage the provision of guidance from within 
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their staffing allocation.  This approach puts a greater emphasis on group-work and class-based 
activity at senior cycle and maximises the amount of time available for those pupils that need 
one to one support.  The budget decision sheltered the impact for all DEIS post-primary schools 
by improving their standard staffing allocations – a fact which is often overlooked in this debate.

08/10/2013WRB02950Student Grant Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRB0300076. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) whose application for a grant has been 
turned down despite the fact the family’s net income would place them well below the thresh-
old, leaving the individual in question unable to attend their post-leaving certificate course in 
Cavan Institute of Technology because of the costs involved.  [42193/13]

08/10/2013WRB03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a 
specified reference period.  The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to 
be fair and reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from 
different spending decisions in different households.  In the interest of equity, I have no plans to 
change this arrangement.  I understand that the independent Student Grant Appeals Board dealt 
with an appeal from the student referred to by the Deputy on 24th September 2013 and upheld 
the original decision of the awarding authority.  The student was notified of this decision on 
25th September 2013.

Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 62.

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 72.

08/10/2013WRB03350Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

08/10/2013WRB0340079. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied 
that Student Universal Support Ireland will fulfil its obligations on time this year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42245/13]

08/10/2013WRB03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from the City of 
Dublin Education and Training Board that in preparation for the 2013/2014 academic year, the 
grants administration process has undergone significant development to enhance its effective-
ness and deal with the difficulties experienced last year.  Student Universal Support Ireland has 
implemented a number of initiatives recommended by an independent review of the process.  
These include direct information sharing with Government bodies and other agencies including 
the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Social Protection and the CAO.  I understand 
that these links have significantly reduced the number of documents required from students in 
processing grant applications and that SUSI is now some months ahead of its processing posi-
tion at this time last year.  The grant renewals process has also been very successful to date.  I 
am assured by CDETB that SUSI is continuing to develop and improve its services and will 
deliver a much-improved service to students in 2013.

Questions Nos. 80 and 81 answered with Question No. 74.

08/10/2013WRB03650Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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08/10/2013WRB0370082. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria by which 
Student Universal Support Ireland assesses an independent or dependent mature adult when 
applying for a student maintenance grant; his plans to address concerns raised in relation to this 
issue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42194/13]

08/10/2013WRB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For student grants purposes, 
students are categorised according to their circumstances either as students dependent on par-
ents or a legal guardian, or as independent mature students.  A student may be assessed as an 
independent mature student if he or she has attained the age of 23 on 1st January of the year of 
first entry to an approved course or of re-entry following a break in studies of at least three years 
and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from the previous October.  Otherwise he or 
she would continue to be assessed on the basis of parental income.  I have no plans at present 
to change the eligibility arrangements in respect of students under the age of 23 who apply for 
a student grant.

Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 62.

Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 74.

8/10/2013WRC00350School Enrolments

08/10/2013WRC0040085. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to regu-
late the admission of children to primary and post-primary schools; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42255/13]

08/10/2013WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My aim in bringing forward 
legislative proposals in relation to school admission is to improve the admissions process and to 
ensure that the way schools decide on applications is structured, fair and transparent.

The proposed new regulatory framework is aimed at substantially improving the experience 
between the public and schools on student admission.

I have published a draft General Scheme for an Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, 
2013 as well as draft regulations for discussion ahead of enacting legislation. I have referred 
these draft proposals to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection, 
to allow a full public discussion of the proposed legislative framework, including inputs from 
parents, education partners and other stakeholders.

I will be reflecting carefully on the views expressed in the consultation process to ensure 
they strike the right balance between school autonomy and fairness in our education system.

 Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 73.

08/10/2013WRC00650State Examinations Issues

08/10/2013WRC0070087. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he 
will take to ensure that there is no repeat of the events that happened with the mathematics pa-
per in the leaving certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42250/13]

08/10/2013WRC00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The errors which occurred in 
Leaving Certificate Mathematics were the subject of a report to me by the SEC in August. The 
SEC acknowledges that these errors may have caused confusion and distress for some candi-
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dates and has apologised publicly. I am assured by the SEC that these errors were addressed 
through the marking process to ensure that candidates were not disadvantaged. In their report 
the SEC has set out a number of measures intended to minimise the risk of errors, these include:

- adopting a more formalised approach to strategic work-force planning 

- Reviewing the personnel structures and protocols for paper preparation in each subject

- Analysing all post print errors with a view to identifying patterns and underlying causes.  

Overall the intention of these measures is to identify where training needs may arise or pro-
cedures and protocols might be strengthened.  The SEC will brief me on the outcome of these 
measures in the coming weeks.

08/10/2013WRC00850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/10/2013WRC0090088. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason, in the con-
text of 20% of children being educated in classes of over 30, for the way teachers are expected 
to cope with these numbers which are combined with the erosion of learning support, resource 
teaching hours, Traveller support, special needs assistants and EAL, which are causing an un-
manageable crisis in many instances and disadvantancing many children.  [42122/13]

08/10/2013WRC01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The context for any discus-
sion about PTR or class sizes is that my Department, like all other Government Departments, is 
operating within a budgetary programme that is designed to return the Government finances to 
a sustainable basis. The Government will continue to protect front-line services as best as pos-
sible. However, it is important to note that all public servants are being asked to do more with 
less and the teachers in our schools cannot be exempt from this requirement.

Within the schools sector we know from international research that while class sizes is a fac-
tor the quality of teaching is a far more significant factor in determining outcomes. We therefore 
have to focus on the drivers of good performance. We need to have the right people becoming 
teachers. We need the right training for them in College. We need to support them with the 
right professional development throughout their career.  To this end we are making significant 
changes to both the structure and format of initial teacher education so that our colleges and 
teachers are comparable with the best in the world.

08/10/2013WRC01050National Procurement Service Framework Agreements

08/10/2013WRC0110089. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the ability of schools to purchase stationery supplies from local stationery businesses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42226/13]

08/10/2013WRC01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Procurement 
Service puts procurement frameworks and contracts in place for use by public bodies. The 
national stationery contract, which was put in place in April 2011, does not apply to the school 
sector. However, a Request for Tender has issued for the new stationery contract which will 
apply to schools after it is awarded. My colleague Minister Howlin has highlighted the impor-
tance of ensuring that the public sector is achieving maximum value for money and operational 
efficiency in its approach to public procurement. A recent circular (D/PER 16/13) places em-
phasis on the need for all public bodies to achieve value for money when procuring goods and 
services. In addition, given the financial constraints within which we must all now work, cost 
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reductions and savings can go some way to helping Exchequer funded bodies, such as schools, 
manage within reducing financial budgets.  

08/10/2013WRC01250Departmental Appointments

08/10/2013WRC0130090. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired or non-serving teachers or school principals or deputy principals who have been ap-
pointed to work with his Department to roll out the new junior cycle reforms; the years in which 
the retirees took up retirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42188/13]

08/10/2013WRC01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not di-
rectly employ retired or non-serving teachers, principals or deputy principals for the purposes 
of the provision of in service training for teachers. However, a number of qualified teachers, 
including retirees, are employed on a part time basis through Blackrock Education Centre to as-
sist national support services to deliver CPD for schools in identified priority areas. Generally, 
such personnel are engaged on a short-term basis to provide focussed support in specialist areas 
where there is no capacity within full-time teams or where full-time provision is not required. 
For example, in the school year 2011-2012 retired personnel worked in this capacity for an av-
erage of just over 5 days each.

Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT), the professional development service for junior cycle re-
form is currently working with 33 part-time personnel, the majority of whom will be engaged 
in developing and facilitating CPD for school leaders. Of these, 5 have retired within the last 3 
years.

08/10/2013WRC01450Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/10/2013WRC0150091. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
give an assurance that measures he may take in budget 2014 will not lead to any further in-
creases in class sizes in view of the fact that classrooms here already contain 20% more than the 
EU average; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42187/13]

08/10/2013WRC01600101. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
confirm the current pupil-teacher and average class ratios will not be subjected to further cuts 
in 2014.  [41821/13]

08/10/2013WRC01700109. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress large school classes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42150/13]

08/10/2013WRC01800125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he expects 
to be in a position to maintain preferable pupil-teacher ratios and special needs requirements 
throughout pre-school, primary and post-primary education, notwithstanding the difficult bud-
getary situation which he inherited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42151/13]

08/10/2013WRC01900236. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
he and his Department are taking to impress on his Cabinet colleagues the unacceptability of 
any proposed increase in primary education class sizes and the negative impact such a deci-
sion would have on children of all competencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[38768/13]

08/10/2013WRC02000249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to retain the best possible pupil-teacher ratios in all schools 
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throughout the public and private sector, at primary and post-primary level, notwithstanding the 
budgetary conditions he inherited from his predecessors within which he is forced to work; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42447/13]

08/10/2013WRC02100268. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the in-
crease in class sizes and the impact this has on the educational welfare of the children who are 
affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42528/13]

08/10/2013WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 91, 101, 109, 125, 236, 249 and 268 together.  

The context for any discussion about PTR or class sizes is that my Department, like all other 
Government Departments, is operating within a budgetary programme that is designed to return 
the Government finances to a sustainable basis.  My focus is on ensuring we have school places 
and teachers for the thousands of additional pupils entering our schools each year. These are all 
matters that I will consider with my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of next week’s budget.  
The Government will endeavour to protect frontline education services as best as possible. 
However, this must be done within the context of bringing our overall public expenditure into 
line with what we can afford as a country.

08/10/2013WRC02250Back to School Costs

08/10/2013WRC0230092. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the lat-
est Central Statistics Office consumer price survey which shows the cost of education is 4.8% 
higher compared to September 2012; and his further views on whether the financial strain 
being placed on parents and students is reflected by the fact that the average third level grant 
amounts to €84 per week compared to the lowest rate of jobseeker’s allowance which is €100.  
[42206/13]

08/10/2013WRC02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There was no change in Bud-
get 2013 to any of the student grant rates including the non-adjacent or adjacent rates of grant, 
or the higher special rate of grant, for the 2013 financial year.  The aim of the student mainte-
nance grant scheme has always been to make a contribution to the cost of going to college; cov-
ering the full cost has never been a feasible option.  Students from welfare dependent families 
receive the special rate of grant which equates to €164 per week. As the Deputy will be aware, 
the reality of our economic situation presents significant challenges that have to be reconciled 
with limitations on public resources. This is a very stark reality, which, unfortunately, means 
that changes to any public service, including the student grant scheme, cannot be ruled out.  I 
empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the student 
grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and higher 
education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to be made 
to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

08/10/2013WRC02450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

08/10/2013WRC0250093. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
children with Down’s syndrome have a low incidence disability and should be included on his 
Department’s list of low incidence disabilities.  [38602/13]

08/10/2013WRC02600202. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of children with Down’s Syndrome within the education system who do not receive any 
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resource hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41892/13]

08/10/2013WRC02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 93 and 202 together.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that pupils with Down Syndrome attending mainstream schools 
may receive additional teaching support in primary schools, either under the terms of the Gen-
eral Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological 
assessment places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/high incidence disability 
category, or through an allocation of individual additional resource teaching hours which are 
allocated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as be-
ing within the low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular 
Sp Ed 02/05.  Pupils with Down Syndrome may therefore be allocated resources under the cat-
egory of mild general learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning 
difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.

Regardless of the manner in which the resource hours are allocated to schools, resource 
teaching/learning support is available for all pupils with Down syndrome.   The National Coun-
cil for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education for Persons with Spe-
cial Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to any matter relating to 
the education of children and others with disabilities.

My Department requested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down Syndrome 
should be reclassified as a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cog-
nitive ability, in the context of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational 
system supports children with special educational needs in schools.  The NCSE report on Sup-
porting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has now been published and is 
available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. The report recommends that under the new re-
source allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, children should be allocated ad-
ditional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by disability category.

The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term, pupils with Down Syndrome who are 
in the Mild General Learning Disability (Mild GLD) category should continue to be supported 
by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other pupils with a Mild GLD.

The NCSE policy advice did not recommend that an exception should be made for children 
with Down Syndrome who are in the Mild GLD range, over other children who are in the mild 
range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.

However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabili-
ties, including children with Down Syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process. In the 
meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted 
to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their needs.

The NCSE has established a Working Group to develop a proposal for consideration for a 
new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the principal recommendations of 
the report. I understand that the Working will report its findings before the end of Spring 2014.

08/10/2013WRC02750Bullying in Schools

08/10/2013WRC0280094. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
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tacted each board of management to see if they have complied with circular 045/2013; and the 
number of schools which have not complied with this circular.  [42197/13]

08/10/2013WRC02900104. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide detail of the anti-bullying initiative he announced last month; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42242/13]

08/10/2013WRC03000108. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
place circular 045/2013 on a statutory footing; and the consequences for boards of management 
if they do not comply with this circular.  [42196/13]

08/10/2013WRC03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 94, 104 and 108 together.  

I was very pleased to recently publish new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post 
primary schools.  These new procedures have been developed following consultation with the 
relevant education partners and replace guidelines that were issued to schools in 1993.

The procedures are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school 
personnel in preventing and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils. They 
place a strong focus on education and prevention strategies to deal with bullying behaviour 
including, in particular, cyberbullying and identity based bullying such as homophobic and 
transphobic bullying. School authorities and school personnel are required to adhere to these 
procedures in dealing with allegations and incidents of bullying.

In accordance with my Department’s circular 045/2013, all schools are required to immedi-
ately commence the necessary arrangements for developing and formally adopting an anti-bul-
lying policy that fully complies with the requirements of the new procedures. This is expected 
to be completed by each school as early as possible in the 2013/14 school year but in any event 
by no later than the end of the second term of the 2013/14 school year. Under the Education 
(Welfare) Act 2000, all schools must have a code of behaviour which has been drawn up in 
accordance with guidelines issued by the National Education Welfare Board. These NEWB 
guidelines specifically require all schools to have an anti-bullying policy within the framework 
of their overall code of behaviour. The new anti-bullying procedures are underpinned by this 
legal framework.

08/10/2013WRC03150Schools Guidance Counsellors

08/10/2013WRC0320095. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to intro-
duce guidance for counselling teaching posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42192/13]

08/10/2013WRC03300216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
review the cuts to current guidance counselling provision in schools (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42050/13]

08/10/2013WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 95 and 216 together.  

I have already acknowledged to the House that bringing guidance within quota is challeng-
ing for schools. However the alternative was to adjust the PTR staffing allocations. Guidance 
is a whole school activity and schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available 
resources to meet the requirements in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate 
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range of subjects to students. This operates at local school level. The representative organisa-
tions for School Principals and school management developed a framework that assists schools 
on how best to manage the provision of guidance from within their staffing allocation. This 
approach puts a greater emphasis on group-work and class-based activity at senior cycle and 
maximises the amount of time available for those pupils that need one to one support.

The budget decision sheltered the impact for all DEIS post-primary schools by improving 
their standard staffing allocations – a fact which is often overlooked in this debate.

08/10/2013WRC03450State Examinations Issues

08/10/2013WRC0350096. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his assessment of 
the 2013 leaving certificate results; if there were any aspects of these that caused him concern; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42241/13]

08/10/2013WRC03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): With the exception of Irish 
and Mathematics, the overall results were in line with previous years. The results in Irish and 
Mathematics differed from previous years due to a significant increase in the number of candi-
dates taking the Higher Level papers and due for example, to a greater weighting (40%, up from 
25% for the examinations in 2012 and 2013), being allocated to the oral component for Irish, 
and the recent allocation of bonus points for Higher Level Mathematics.

The State Examinations Commission (SEC) was established as an independent agency in 
2003 to deal with all operational issues relating to State Examinations. There was concern about 
errors in some Leaving Certificate papers, particularly in Mathematics.  These errors were the 
subject of a report provided to me by the SEC in August.  The SEC has set out a number of 
measures which, when put in place, are intended to minimise the risk of errors in the future.  
The SEC will brief me on the outcome of these measures in the coming weeks.

08/10/2013WRC03650Further Education and Training Programmes Provision

08/10/2013WRC0370097. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
that has been made in the establishment of SOLAS; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41964/13]

08/10/2013WRC03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The establishment of SOLAS is part of a wider reform programme that has included the 
rationalisation of 33 VECS into 16 Education and Training Boards. The Further Education and 
Training Act, 2013 was enacted in July this year. The Act provides for the establishment of 
SOLAS, the dissolution of FÁS and the transfer over time of FÁS training division to the Edu-
cation and Training Boards recently established following the commencement of the Education 
and Training Boards Act, 2013.

A range of administrative processes is underway to facilitate commencement of the Further 
Education and Training Act and the establishment of SOLAS.  In addition, the Chairman desig-
nate will meet the Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection tomorrow.  SOLAS will 
be formally established in the coming weeks. In the interim, the Education and Training Boards 
and FÁS will continue to provide education and training services.

08/10/2013WRC03850Student Assistance Fund Issues
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08/10/2013WRC0390098. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that there is an increase in the student assistance fund for this academic year to ensure that all 
students who experience hardship through the fund can be assisted; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42232/13]

08/10/2013WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Third Level Access Mea-
sure comprises two sub-priorities: the Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for Students with 
Disabilities. The overall value of the measure for the 2013/14 academic year is €16.2m.

The management of the Third Level Access Measure Fund rests with the Higher Education 
Authority and the allocation of funding for the sub-priorities in a particular year is a matter for 
the authority.

The Authority approved in July of this year an allocation for the Student Assistance Fund for 
the 2013/14 academic year of €8m. Each participating institution was advised of its individual 
allocation in advance of the academic year in order to facilitate timely planning and disburse-
ment to students.

08/10/2013WRC04050Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

08/10/2013WRC0410099. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to his re-
cent comments that there is no scope for more education cuts, and that he does not know where 
he can make savings, the efforts his Department has made to force the religious institutions to 
meet their obligations to compensate the survivors of residential abuse. [42209/13]

08/10/2013WRC04200124. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
made for the fund for awards from the redress board to be drawn down from central allocation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42178/13]

08/10/2013WRC04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 99 and 124 together.

Section 23 of the Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002 provided for the establishment 
of a Special Account which is used to pay awards made by the Redress Board and associated 
legal and settlement costs.  

In addition to the moneys provided by the Oireachtas, funding for this Special Account 
comes from moneys contributed under the terms of the Indemnity Agreement between the State 
and the contributing congregations. No decisions have been taken with regard to savings re-
quired by my Department in the forthcoming budget. All options have to be considered during 
this process.  

I can however confirm that provision will continue to be made in my Department’s Vote 
for 2014 to meet any costs associated with the Redress Scheme. The Government maintains its 
belief that the costs of the response to residential institutional child abuse should be shared on a 
50:50 basis between the tax payer and those responsible for managing the institutions. 

The contributions offered by the congregations to date which comprise cash, property and 
other elements, fall far short of what is required to meet the costs on a 50:50 basis.  I am con-
tinuing to pursue these issues with the congregations. 

Under the Indemnity Agreement €54.42 million of the overall €128 million comprised cash 
contributions from the congregations.  €12.7million was used to the fund educational supports 
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via the now dissolved Education Finance Board while the remaining €41.72 million and the 
associated interest resulted in combined lodgements of €42.259million to the Special Account 
to fund awards of the Redress Board.The Government has agreed that the subsequent cash 
contribution offers, of up to €110 million will be used to fund the newly established Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund.  To date some €72m, comprising contributions of some €71 million 
and associated interest has been lodged to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund.  Any con-
tributions that may be received in excess of the €110 million will be used towards the National 
Children’s Hospital.

08/10/2013WRC04350School Patronage

08/10/2013WRC04400100. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to 
date in addressing the specific issues of rural schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42146/13]

08/10/2013WRC04500259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to have discussions with the school authorities of smaller rural schools with 
a religious ethos who have expressed concerns regarding their future; if he will ensure that the 
concerns of such bodies are particularly borne in mind with a view to assuaging the concerns 
expressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42457/13]

08/10/2013WRC04600261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he and or his Department has engaged with patrons of smaller schools with a religious 
ethos who are concerned for the future of their schools; the extent to which he has been able to 
assuage their concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42459/13]

08/10/2013WRC04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 100, 259 and 261 together.  

I am aware of the concerns of smaller schools and rural schools. Our overall primary school 
enrolment has been growing rapidly in recent years and this is going to continue. In manag-
ing the resource consequences of this, it is important that decisions on school provision and 
organisation are based on a rigorous evaluation of requirements and needs, not just at a local 
level but also at both regional and national levels. Our current configuration of small primary 
schools has been examined by my Department in a value for money review which is currently 
under consideration. This review takes account of the ethos of schools and the locations of 
small schools relative to other schools of a similar type. The report’s contents will be carefully 
considered with my Government colleagues prior to its publication. The Government is mindful 
of the concerns of small schools and will take these concerns into account in considering any 
planning framework for future provision of primary schools.  

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 91.

08/10/2013WRD00150Teachers’ Remuneration

08/10/2013WRD00200102. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the fact 
that he has indicated that he will continue to pay ASTI members the annual supervision and 
substitution allowance of €1,769, gross, the amount he intends to allocate for this allowance in 
budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42184/13]

08/10/2013WRD00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Prior to the recent ballots 
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on the Haddington Road Agreement, my Department agreed with TUI and ASTI that without 
prejudice to future positions that would arise in the event of rejection of the proposals, current 
Supervision and Substitution arrangements would remain in place. This was essential to ensure 
that schools opened for the new school year and remained functioning.

TUI has now accepted the Haddington Road Agreement and ASTI has not. Under the terms 
of the Financial Emergency legislation, the Government is empowered to make changes to re-
muneration and/or working time in respect of any group of public servants. The Government is 
reflecting on the outcome of the ASTI ballot and is considering all options. I would again ask 
ASTI to examine the costs to their members of remaining outside the Agreement and to reflect 
further upon this matter, particularly given that the non-implementation of the Agreement will 
have the greatest impact on young, newly-qualified teachers. 

08/10/2013WRD00350School Uniforms

08/10/2013WRD00400103. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure parents have access to generic school uniforms; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42148/13]

08/10/2013WRD00500119. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
introduce legislation to compel schools to introduce generic uniforms that would reduce costs 
for parents. [42204/13]

08/10/2013WRD00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 103 and 119 together.

I have already expressed my concern in relation to costs incurred by parents on school uni-
forms. This is a matter on which I believe schools must take account of the wishes of parents.

During the course of this school year I will be publishing my plans for a Parent Charter 
that will strengthen the position of parents generally within our school system.  I believe that 
changes to the Education Act 1998 will be important in underpinning such a charter and will 
form part of my proposals.  

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 94.

08/10/2013WRD00750School Curriculum

08/10/2013WRD00800105. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
spond to concerns that a possible union ban on training for the new English syllabus will delay 
plans for the implementation of a new style junior certificate next September. [42208/13]

08/10/2013WRD00900121. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the implications of 
the ASTI industrial action for the introduction of the new junior certificate reforms; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42237/13]

08/10/2013WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 105 and 121 together.

The new Junior Cycle gives flexibility and autonomy to schools by allowing them the op-
portunity to design their own curriculum in order to meet the needs of their students.
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There is a dedicated Continuous Professional Development service in place called Junior 
Cycle for Teachers and a comprehensive plan of CPD for this and future years is being devel-
oped. JCT will provide CPD opportunities to both school leaders and teachers to support them 
as they plan and introduce their school’s Junior Cycle programme in the 2013/14 school year 
for implementation in 2014/15. In the current school term, JCT is offering workshops for lead-
ers as well as for all post-primary teachers of English. It is too early to comment on the uptake 
of CPD.

In regard to ASTI’s industrial action, I would again ask ASTI to examine the costs to their 
members of remaining outside the Agreement and to reflect further, particularly given that the 
non-implementation of the Agreement will have the greatest impact on young, newly-qualified 
teachers. 

08/10/2013WRD01050State Examinations Statistics

08/10/2013WRD01100106. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of students who sat the leaving certificate applied in 2012; the number of those students who 
went on to PLC courses this academic term; the number who went to other third level institutes; 
the number on the live register; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42190/13]

08/10/2013WRD01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): 3,228 students sat the Leav-
ing Certificate Applied in 2012.  Information is not currently available on whether these stu-
dents went on to PLC courses, third level institutes or on to the Live Register.

08/10/2013WRD01250Haddington Road Agreement Issues

08/10/2013WRD01300107. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm that 
his Department has engaged with the ASTI in an effort to resolve the industrial action by the 
ASTI following the rejection by its members of the Haddington Road agreement. [42207/13]

08/10/2013WRD01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has made its 
position clear - given the overall context of the State’s ongoing financial difficulties, there can 
be no re-negotiation of the Haddington Road Agreement. Teaching is a valued and important 
profession and I am glad that the Agreement has been accepted by three of the four trade unions 
representing teachers and lecturers in Ireland. I would again ask ASTI to examine the costs to 
their members of remaining outside the Agreement and to reflect further upon this matter, par-
ticularly given that the non-implementation of the Agreement will have the greatest impact on 
young, newly-qualified teachers. 

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 94.

Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 101.

08/10/2013WRD01650Book Rental Scheme

08/10/2013WRD01700110. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to en-
sure universal availability of a school book rental scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42145/13]

08/10/2013WRD01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware 
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I launched “Guidelines for Developing Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools” on the 28th Janu-
ary last.  These Guidelines provide practical advice to primary and post-primary schools on 
how rental schemes can be established and operated. The aim of the Guidelines is to help as 
many schools as possible to start such book rental programmes.

The publication of these Guidelines followed a survey of schools conducted in 2011 by the 
Department. This had a 99% response rate at primary level, and showed that 76% of primary 
schools operate a book rental scheme. At second level, the response rate was lower, at 44%. Of 
those which did respond, 88% of those in the VEC sector and 73% of those in the Community 
& Comprehensive sector operated a book rental scheme. 

I believe these results show that we have a good foundation to build on across the country. I 
hope that schools that are not yet operating book rental schemes will be encouraged to use the 
Guidelines to introduce them. If they do, it will result in substantial savings for parents. Schools 
which already have rental schemes can save parents up to 80% of the cost of buying new books.

A special “Guide for Parents” was also published, to inform them of how the schemes oper-
ate and how parents can help schools to establish and run them. I have been very clear in my 
support for book rental schemes. All of us who are parents know how expensive textbooks can 
be and what a burden it places on already hard pressed families at the start of every school year.

I am pleased to see the high level of book rental schemes in operation at primary level and 
I believe that these Guidelines will encourage this practice across all schools in our education 
landscape. 

I also published a Report on Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools and the Allocation of 
Textbook Grants by the Department of Education & Skills in May 2012. This report presented 
four policy options to encourage schools to establish textbook rental schemes. None of the op-
tions are ideal, each one involves a trade-off of advantages and disadvantages.

The Department has not routinely gathered information on the number of schools operating 
book rental schemes. However, the Department will collect this information this year as part of 
the annual enrolment data returns from primary and post-primary schools.  I will continue to 
monitor the number of schools operating book rental schemes, and if it proves necessary con-
sider further steps to encourage schools to do so.

08/10/2013WRD01850Special Educational Needs Data

08/10/2013WRD01900111. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of the report of the working group to review special education which he established in 
June 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42256/13]

08/10/2013WRD02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) has established a Working Group to develop a proposal, for con-
sideration, for a new model for the allocation of teaching supports for children with Special 
Educational Needs, based on the educational profile of a school.  Mr. Eamon Stack, the NCSE 
Chairperson and former Chief Inspector in my Department, has been appointed to chair this 
working group. 

I received an oral briefing from the Chairperson on the progress of the work of this group to 
date, on 2nd October, 2013.  The group expects to complete its work by the end of Spring next 
year. 
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The NCSE consulted widely with interested parties in developing its policy advice and I 
understand that the Working Group has also consulted a range of interested parties as its work 
has progressed.  The final proposals will be considered by my Department prior to any changes 
being made to the existing allocation system. 

08/10/2013WRD02050Student Contribution Fee

08/10/2013WRD02100112. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to cap 
the student contribution fee. [42200/13]

08/10/2013WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Student Contribution stands at €2,500 for the current academic year and is payable by stu-
dents who qualify under my Department’s free fees schemes. I have already signalled my inten-
tion to increase the Student Contribution by €250 each year hereafter until the 2015/16 academ-
ic year when the contribution will stand at €3,000. The Contribution is paid by the Exchequer 
in respect of students who qualify under my Department’s Student Grant Scheme (some 40%). 

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) is undertaking a study on the sustainability of the 
current funding system for higher education. This study was initiated at my request and an 
initial report has been published. This report makes it clear that immediate work is required to 
prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through a sustainable 
funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector while protect-
ing the quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will be advised 
further as this work progresses. The report will help inform decision-making as to the future 
funding of the sector.

08/10/2013WRD02225Educational Disadvantage

08/10/2013WRD02300113. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he in-
tends to take to address the increasing numbers of disadvantaged children within the education 
system in view of the significant reduction in funding to support such children; the psychologi-
cal supports being provided to children from grossly indebted families; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42143/13]

08/10/2013WRD02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The majority of schools in-
clude among their pupils, children with disadvantaged backgrounds, and in general most schools 
address the individual needs of these children without recourse to additional targeted resources.

DEIS “Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools” an action plan for educational inclu-
sion focuses on addressing the educational needs of children and young people from the most 
disadvantaged communities. There are currently 852 schools, comprising 658 primary and 194 
second-level schools are participating in DEIS, with an overall enrolment of almost 167,000 
young people. These schools are eligible for a range of additional supports including additional 
funding to assist them in working to improve attendance, retention and educational outcomes 
for their students with lower pupil-teacher ratios for those schools with the highest levels of 
disadvantage. 

In the current climate my Department’s main focus is to retain, where possible, key re-
sources in the schools targeted under the DEIS initiative. To this end resources in DEIS schools 
have been protected, with no overall changes to DEIS-related staffing levels or DEIS funding 
in 2013. 
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I can inform the Deputy that all primary and post primary schools have access to psycho-
logical assessments either directly through my Department’s National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS) or where a NEPS psychologist is not available to a given school through a 
panel of private practitioners maintained under the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological 
Assessments (SCPA) which is administered by NEPS.

NEPS has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers 
to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to 
enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution focused consultative approach to 
maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum 
based assessment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial 
assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional 
or behavioural difficulties. 

Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the pro-
cess. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best 
efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual 
child for intensive intervention. This system allows psychologists to give early attention to 
urgent cases and also to help many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. 
It also ensures that children are not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. This 
process has been embedded by NEPS psychologists in the Primary sector with the production 
by the Department of Special Educational Needs – A Continuum of Support guidance and 
resource materials which has been distributed to all schools since 2007/8. In late 2010 similar 
support documentation was produced in relation to Emotional and Behavioural difficulties in 
the Primary sector and in relation to a formal Post-Primary Continuum process.

08/10/2013WRD02450Traveller Education

08/10/2013WRD02500114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an assessment of the effects on Traveller children of the withdrawal of all major educational 
Traveller-specific supports; if he will consider reinstating State affirmative action such as up-
skilling and employing Travellers to be employed by his Department as community education 
workers and within schools and the National Education Welfare Board; and if he will con-
sider reviewing his Department’s policy regarding same    as recommended by the Irish Traveller 
Movement . [42201/13]

08/10/2013WRD02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Current policy in relation to 
Traveller education is underpinned by the Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Educa-
tion Strategy which was launched in 2006, following wide ranging consultation with relevant 
stakeholders including Traveller representative groups. 

The principle of inclusion is at the core of the Strategy and, accordingly, the focus of both 
current and future provision is on the development of a more inclusive school environment 
through the whole school planning process, teaching practice, admissions policies, codes of 
behaviour and whole school evaluation. In keeping with this principle, additional resources 
provided in the education system are allocated on the basis of identified individual educational 
need.

Recorded Traveller participation rates in education in recent years show an increase. The 
majority of Traveller students transfer from primary to post-primary education. Participation 
rates in the junior cycle have steadily improved from 1,598 Traveller students recorded in 
2004/05 to 1,898 in the 2011/12 school year. The number of Travellers progressing to senior 
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cycle has consistently improved in recent years from 260 in 2004/05 to 800 in 2011/12.

The Traveller Education Advisory and Consultative Forum of my Department is currently 
working to a thematic approach to address the core issues of attendance, attainment, and reten-
tion of young Travellers in education.

The Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education Strategy recommends that the 
development of community initiatives aimed at Travellers as education workers be considered 
and that any such initiative would require clarity of role vis-à-vis existing services such as the 
School Completion Programme and the Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) and should 
only be pursued in a co-ordinated manner with other relevant state agencies.

The School Completion Programme and the Home School Community Liaison scheme, 
now under the management of the National Education Welfare Board come within the remit of 
my colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. 

08/10/2013WRD02650Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRD02700115. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to address the delay in a new building for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin that has 
been in prefabs since 1995 and who had expected to be in a new building since 2008; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42186/13]

08/10/2013WRD02800211. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
school (details supplied) may expect new buildings in view of the fact that they have been in 
prefabs since 1995; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41961/13]

08/10/2013WRD02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 115 and 211 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that it is my Department’s intention to provide improved acccom-
modation for the school to which he refers. It is intended that the school will be accommodated 
in a school building currently occupied temporarily by a special school pending the construc-
tion of a permanent school building for the latter. This permanent building is listed on the Five 
Year Construction Plan with a view to proceeding to construction in 2014/15. The building 
project for the special school is progressing as quickly as possible and is at an advanced stage 
of the architectural planning process.

For the Deputy’s information, in July 2010, the school to which he refers was approved 
funding of over €164,000 to upgrade existing services and accommodation which will have as-
sisted with improving the school’s current environment.

08/10/2013WRD02950Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRD03000116. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level 
of support currently provided to persons to pursue level 9 third level courses; if he intends to 
introduce a State loan scheme to assist prospective students to finance further education after 
completing a primary degree. [41822/13]

08/10/2013WRD03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Those who meet the qualify-
ing conditions for the special rate of grant under the Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to 
have their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270. Currently 
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maintenance support is not available for students entering postgraduate courses.

To qualify for the special rate of grant an applicant must meet the following conditions:

1. Reckonable income must not exceed €22,703. 2. 

2. On the 31st December of the relevant period the reckonable income must include an eli-
gible long-term social welfare payment prescribed under the scheme.

 A postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made towards the costs of 
their fees. The income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for the 2013/14 academic year, in-
creasing relative to the number of family dependents.   Tax relief is also available on postgradu-
ate tuition fees. Details in relation to this relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners.  
In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the 
access offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.  I have 
no plans at present to introduce a loan scheme for postgraduate students.  A number of financial 
institutions offer loans to assist students with costs associated with their studies.  Following 
discussions with my Department, with support and advice from the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency, a specific loan initiative was introduced by Bank of Ireland in 2012 to provide 
finance for fees and living costs for postgraduate students.

08/10/2013WRD03125Disadvantaged Status

08/10/2013WRD03200117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons for the 
removal of the DEIS rural category for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin, which has 
pressures that would traditionally be associated with a disadvantaged school; the steps he will 
take to deal with the particular pressures being experienced in the area as a result of poor plan-
ning and housing decisions. [42121/13]

08/10/2013WRD03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following an independent 
identification process in 2005, 875 schools were selected for inclusion in DEIS (Delivering 
Equality of Opportunity in Schools).

The school to which the Deputy refers was not deemed to have a sufficient level of disad-
vantage to qualify for inclusion in DEIS and therefore was never classified as a DEIS school.

A review mechanism was put in place in 2006 to address the concerns of schools that did not 
qualify for inclusion in DEIS but regarded themselves as having a level of disadvantage which 
was of a scale sufficient to warrant their inclusion in the programme. No application for review 
was received from this school.

There are supports available to all children, from low-income families and families experi-
encing financial hardship, whether DEIS or non-DEIS schools. These include the School Books 
Grant scheme, which is administered by my Department and aims to support parents in meeting 
the cost of school books, and the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance, to help 
meet the cost of uniforms and footwear for students, which is administered by my colleague, 
the Minister for Social Protection.

Additional support is provided for schools with high concentrations of pupils that require 
language support.   Further additional temporary support may be provided to schools that have 
significant concentrations of pupils that require language support on the basis of appeal to the 
Independent Staffing Appeal Board.
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08/10/2013WRD03325Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRD03400118. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make 
a commitment to protect the maintenance grant and its qualification criteria at current levels; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42199/13]

08/10/2013WRD03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There was no change in Bud-
get 2013 to any of the student grant rates including the non-adjacent or adjacent rates of grant, 
or the higher special rate of grant, for the 2013 financial year. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the reality of our economic situation presents significant chal-
lenges that have to be reconciled with limitations on public resources. This is a very stark real-
ity, which, unfortunately, means that changes to any public service, including the student grant 
scheme, cannot be ruled out.

I empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the 
student grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and 
higher education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to 
be made to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

For this reason it is the responsibility of Government to take into consideration all areas of 
public services when formulating Budget 2014. Ultimately, our budgetary decisions now will 
play a major part in creating a sustainable economy and in regaining our economic indepen-
dence. As the Deputy will be aware all proposals made in relation to education expenditure, 
including changes to student grants, will be considered in the context of the Budget 2014.

Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 103.

08/10/2013WRD03625School Accommodation

08/10/2013WRD03700120. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way he will main-
tain the quality of school buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42257/13]

08/10/2013WRD03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to assure the Deputy 
that my Department is committed, subject to available resources, to providing the highest stan-
dard of permanent accommodation for all schools.

The Deputy will be aware that the 5 year School Investment Plan announced in March 
2012, provides for a €2 billion school capital investment programme, of which over €1.5 bil-
lion is being allocated to the funding of major school building projects, with the balance needed 
for the additional accommodation scheme, the prefab replacement initiative, the Emergency 
Works Scheme and the acquisition of sites.  The Plan outlines the major school projects that are 
planned to proceed to construction over the duration of the Plan. The primary aim at the core 
of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child 
will have access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope 
with increasing pupil numbers. 

Further to the Five Year Plan, my Department is committed to publishing a detailed annual 
programme in relation to individual major school projects commencing construction. In De-
cember 2011, details of 56 major school building projects to commence construction in 2012, 
the first year of the Plan, were published. In December 2012, details of 50 major school building 
projects were announced to commence construction in 2013, the second year of the Plan. 
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Details of the building projects to commence construction in 2014 will be announced later 
on this year. In addition, the allocation of further funding under the Government’s “investment 
in Infrastructure & Jobs” package, announced in June this year, will enable a further 28 school 
projects, providing state of the art classrooms and facilities, to be progressed to construction.

The Deputy will also be aware of the biggest initiative ever undertaken to reduce the reli-
ance on rented prefabs in schools. Under the Prefab Replacement initiative 2012 (Phase 1),  my 
Department provided funding of in excess of €42 million for the replacement of over 458 prefab 
units in 170 schools with permanent accommodation. A further €15 million has been allocated 
under Phase II of the Prefab Replacement Initiative, that was announced in June this year, for 
the replacement of over 115 prefab units in 46 schools.  This funding will be used to replace 
prefabs with permanent classroom and resource rooms accommodation.

Details of all school capital works funded by my Department may be viewed on my Depart-
ment website and this is updated on a regular basis.

Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 105.

08/10/2013WRE00250Bullying in Schools

08/10/2013WRE00300122. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the work of his Department on tackling bullying; the timetable for the 
delivery of the action plan from the working group on bullying; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [42144/13]

08/10/2013WRE00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Minister Fitzgerald and I 
published an Action Plan on Bullying on 29th January which sets out twelve actions to help 
prevent and tackle bullying in primary and second level schools. I have ring-fenced €500,000 to 
support implementation of the Action Plan this year.  Work on the implementation of the actions 
is progressing well. Some weeks ago, I launched new National Procedures on Anti Bullying 
which will be adopted and implemented by all 4,000 primary and post primary schools.

I have also made available funding for anti-bullying training for parents which is being run 
jointly by the National Parents Council (primary and post primary).  Earlier this year, an aware-
ness raising initiative on cyber bullying targeted at young people took place and will continue 
in 2014.  My Department supported the Stand Up! Awareness Week Against Homophobic & 
Transphobic Bullying in second level schools which took place in March. Two pieces of re-
search suggested in the Plan around children with special needs and social media are also being 
progressed.  Implementation of these and the other actions identified in the Plan is continuing.   

08/10/2013WRE00450Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

08/10/2013WRE00500123. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of post-leaving certificate, PLC, places funded by his Department in each education training 
board area; and the number of PLC students in each ETB area.  [42191/13]

08/10/2013WRE00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): There are currently 32,688 approved Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) places available 
nationwide. Over 90% of PLC provision is delivered by ETBs with the remainder delivered by 
voluntary secondary and community and comprehensive schools.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.  The enrolment data pro-
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vided is for the 2012/2013 academic year as the enrolment data for the current academic year is 
not yet available.  ETBs have been allocated the same number of PLC places as the correspond-
ing VECs were allocated last year. 

Education and Training 
Board

2013/14 
Approved Places

2012/2013 
Enrolment

Cavan and Monaghan ETB 1,642 1,857
City of Dublin ETB 7,778 8,320
Cork ETB 5,384 5,468
Donegal ETB 185 167
Dublin and Dun Laoghaire 
ETB

3,186 3,584

Galway and Roscommon 
ETB

1,483 1,873

Kerry ETB 624 732
Kildare and Wicklow ETB 1,397 1,544
Kilkenny and Carlow ETB 1,350 1,431
Laois and Offaly ETB 440 475
Limerick and Clare ETB 1,418 1,559
Longford and Westmeath 
ETB

515 455

Louth and Meath ETB 1,526 1,926
Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim 
ETB

1,106 1,496

Tipperary ETB 945 1,023
Waterford and Wexford ETB 1,773 1,838

30,752 33,748

Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 99.

Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 101.

08/10/2013WRE00850Bullying in Schools

08/10/2013WRE00900126. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools that will benefit from the 70 anti-bullying training sessions to which he has allocated 
€40,000; and his plans to expand this scheme. [42198/13]

08/10/2013WRE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
deputy that the amount allocated to support the delivery of the Anti-Bullying Parent Training 
Programme has been increased to €60,000 due to the high level of interest expressed from 
schools and parents throughout the country. This will provide for up to 115 anti-bullying train-
ing sessions for parents and it is being run jointly by the National Parents Councils (primary 
and post primary).  It is not possible at this stage to estimate the number of schools which will 
benefit from these sessions as they are being run on a cluster basis.  This data should be avail-
able by the end of the year when attendance details have been analysed and made available.
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08/10/2013WRE01050Overseas Visitors Data

08/10/2013WRE01100127. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Taoiseach if he will indicate whether the re-
cording for data purposes of American soldiers landing at Shannon Airport for refuelling pur-
poses is of visitors arriving here on holiday or otherwise (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42112/13]

08/10/2013WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The cat-
egory to which the Deputy refers to are classified as ‘transit’ passengers. A transit passenger is 
a passenger who arrives in and departs from an airport on the same flight number and aircraft. 
Transit passengers are not included within the definition of ‘tourists’ and are not included in 
the tourism and travel data published by the Central Statistics Office. Therefore, they have no 
impact on the numbers of tourists visiting Ireland.

08/10/2013WRE01250Sale of State Assets

08/10/2013WRE01300128. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Taoiseach the consultants he has contracted since 1 
Juanuary 2013 to advise on the possible sale of any assets; the current situation; the advice that 
was given; the terms and cost of the contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41785/13]

08/10/2013WRE01400The Taoiseach: My Department has engaged no consultants to advise on the possible sale 
of assets to date in 2013.

08/10/2013WRE01450Diplomatic Representation Issues

08/10/2013WRE01500129. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will outline his recent engagements 
with the Governor of the US State of California, Jerry Brown, on his recent visit to Ireland in 
July 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39056/13]

08/10/2013WRE01600The Taoiseach: I hosted a brief courtesy call from Governor Brown on 18  July in Govern-
ment Buildings. Governor Brown was on a private visit to Ireland, and was accompanied by 
his wife, Anne Gust, and his sister, Kathleen Brown.  Our discussions were informal and cov-
ered a range of issues including the economic challenges for Ireland and California, as well as 
the challenges for other EU economies and the Eurozone. I briefed the Governor on Ireland’s 
successful EU Presidency, which yielded a mandate to open negotiations on an EU-US Trade 
Agreement.  The Governor highlighted his work in addressing climate change, which is an im-
portant issue for the State of California.

The Governor and I also discussed the economic relationship between Ireland and Califor-
nia. Several Californian multinational companies operate in Ireland, creating valuable employ-
ment which is extremely beneficial to our economy. Likewise, California is an important centre 
for Irish business.  There are more than 50 Irish companies with offices there and, each year, a 
further eight to ten Irish companies - mostly in the technology sector - establish new operations 
in California.

When I was in California earlier this year, I visited Orange County, San Francisco, Silicon 
Valley, and Los Angeles, where I met a range of companies that provide employment in Ireland. 
I attended jobs announcements at Yahoo! and McAfee, which  resulted in a total of 260 new 
jobs for Ireland.  Our discussions also reflected the strong cultural and community connections 
between the US and Ireland.  This led to a conversation about the Governor’s Irish Heritage, 
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and our ongoing initiatives to engage with the Irish Diaspora, including the Global Irish Eco-
nomic Forum, which was held in Dublin Castle last week.

08/10/2013WRE01625Election Monitoring Missions

08/10/2013WRE01700130. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding the participation of Irish citizens in overseas election monitoring 
observation missions in which the State is participating. [41899/13]

08/10/2013WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I believe that international election monitoring missions play an important role in the 
promotion of democracy and human rights.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
maintains a roster of observers for election monitoring missions. We aim to ensure that, when 
requested, Ireland is represented at an appropriate level in international observation missions 
for both elections and constitutional referendums.

The Department  carried out a review of the election observation roster earlier this year.  
Following a call for applications, and an appraisal process against published criteria, 200 indi-
viduals with a strong mix of skills and experience were selected to serve on a new roster, which 
came into effect on 15 May 2013.

Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the European Union and the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).  They have also been involved in 
missions organised by the Council of Europe, the United Nations and the Carter Centre.  So far 
in 2013, 47 Irish citizens from the election observers roster have participated in twelve missions 
organised by the EU, the OSCE and the Carter Centre.

08/10/2013WRE01850Passport Applications

08/10/2013WRE01900131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the procedure to be followed by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 who wishes to 
make an application for an Irish passport but who never held a passport from their homeland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42033/13]

08/10/2013WRE02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Passports Act, 2008 requires that before issuing a passport to a person, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs shall be satisfied as to the identity of each applicant and that the person is an Irish citi-
zen.  Documentary proof in respect of identity and entitlement to citizenship are required for all 
passport applications.  These requirements are outlined in the passport application form notes 
that accompany each application form.  Details are also available on the Department’s website 
www.passport.ie.  For first-time adult applicants, there are standard requirements to prevent 
identity theft of our citizens and to safeguard against passport fraud.  These are:

(i) the long form version of their civil birth certificate;

(ii) photographic ID such a copy of a person’s driving license, passport from another coun-
try;

(iii) documentary evidence to show the use of an applicant’s name i.e. payslips, bank state-
ments etc.; and

(iv) evidence of residency at an applicant’s address i.e. utility bills, official State correspon-
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dence etc.

In terms of citizenship, the evidence of a naturalisation certificate will establish that the 
person is an Irish citizen.  Accordingly, this document is required for any passport application, 
which is submitted by the person in question.  At this stage, it would be important for this per-
son to submit a complete and witnessed application to the nearest Passport Office.  The details 
of her application can then be assessed in terms of its compliance of the Passport Act, 2008.  
In the event of any difficulties or shortcomings with her application, the Passport Service will 
provide direct assistance to her to help her finalise her application to passport issue.

In conclusion, it should be noted that the identity and anti-fraud measures, which are cur-
rently in place, are geared towards preserving the good reputation of the Irish passport abroad.   
This, in turn, greatly helps to ensure the safe passage and wellbeing of Irish citizens as they 
travel worldwide.  Accordingly, the Passport Service reserves the right to verify the authentic-
ity any aspect of a submitted application and its supporting documentation with the relevant 
authorities either in Ireland or abroad.

08/10/2013WRE02050Development Education

08/10/2013WRE02100132. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his views that an educated citizenship is essential for accountability, and therefore 
it is essential for the success of the policy for international development that investment in 
development education is increased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42045/13]

08/10/2013WRE02200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s development cooperation programme, which is managed by Irish Aid 
in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, reflects the values and experience of the Irish 
people and depends on their support. Development education, and public information and en-
gagement, have been, and remain, key elements of the aid programme, as set out in the Govern-
ment’s new Policy for International Development, One World, One Future. The policy states that 
Irish Aid will work for a deep public understanding and engagement with the aid programme 
and our development policy. It recognises that an engaged and active public is vital to ensure 
long lasting and sustained commitment to addressing global poverty and inequalities. Ireland’s 
development education funding supports activities which build a stronger understanding of 
global development issues, strengthen public awareness of the reality of the issues involved in 
our commitment to development cooperation, and promote a stronger sense of global solidarity.  

The Policy reaffirms the priority given to development education.  In particular, we recog-
nise the importance of a more strategic approach to development education and have been 
working to target funding effectively at key areas and to strengthen the focus on results from 
this investment.  The core priorities for development education include initial teacher educa-
tion; online access to development education resources; capacity building for the development 
education sector; and a programme with third level students in Irish universities. 

We also prioritise development education initiatives at post-primary level. Last week, I 
launched the new WorldWise Global Schools Programme (2013-2016), which strengthens our 
support for second-level schools.  It focuses on promoting the knowledge, values and critical 
analysis skills that are central to development education throughout our post-primary school 
network.   

For each of the last two years, 2011 and 2012, the Government has provided €3.2 million 
through Irish Aid for development education.  This year, we are providing €3.5 million. In addi-
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tion, Irish Aid has asked NGOs which receive long term development programme grants under 
the aid programme to incorporate development education and public engagement initiatives in 
their work programmes.  Last year, €1.5 million was provided for such initiatives.

08/10/2013WRE02250Overseas Development Aid Issues

08/10/2013WRE02300133. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his views on the fact that figures produced by Irish Aid show that approximately one 
third of Irish development assistance is channelled through multilateral channels such as the 
UN, World Bank and IMF, yet a recent report by the Debt and Development Coalition suggests 
that no guidelines exists and no Oireachtas debate takes place on the approximately €50 million 
spent here via the World Bank and IMF; his views on whether the new development policy also 
fails to suggest criteria and evaluation measures for this expenditure, in sharp contrast to the 
stringent quality criteria for aid spent through NGOs and via partner governments. [42046/13]

08/10/2013WRE02400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s new development policy, “One World, One Future”, sets out the vision, 
goals and priorities for our overseas aid programme over the coming four years. It was drawn 
up on the basis of a very extensive public consultation process, and reaffirms Ireland’s strong 
support for multilateral efforts in the fight against global poverty and hunger.  We recognize 
that, increasingly, global challenges require integrated, global solutions, based on the experi-
ence of the lives of people and communities in developing countries.  The policy commits 
the Government to continuing to channel some 30% of our Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) through multilateral organisations.

Last year, 2012, Ireland provided some €99.6 million in contributions to EU development 
cooperation programmes, while €59.2 million was channelled through UN development agen-
cies and bodies.  Through Irish Aid, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade provided some 
€27.8 million in funding to World Bank-managed trust funds for work in developing countries.  
The Department of Finance provided a further €23.4 million.  Full details of all the programmes 
supported, both by Irish Aid and the Department of Finance, can be found in the Annual Report 
by the Minister for Finance to the Oireachtas on Ireland’s participation in the IMF and World 
Bank.  Multilateral organisations play a vital role in building international agreement on key 
development challenges. We take the clear view that all development work, including that of 
the multilateral organisations we support, should be framed explicitly in the context of sustain-
able development, inclusive economic growth, poverty reduction, country ownership and the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  Our new development policy states that 
we will work with all our partners, Governments, NGOs, multilateral organisations and others, 
to ensure that they adhere to the standards of accountability and transparency that we have set 
for our bilateral assistance.

As a member of the multilateral bodies involved, Ireland is represented in their governance 
arrangements.  We welcome, and are participating fully in, the ongoing process of reform with-
in the UN, World Bank and the IMF to ensure they can adequately meet the development chal-
lenges of a changing world.  We are engaging strongly in systematic assessments of the organi-
zational effectiveness of multilateral organisations through our membership of the Multilateral 
Organisation Performance Assessment Network (MOPAN), a network of 17 donor countries.  
We have also committed in our new development policy to reviewing the range of our fund-
ing for multilateral organisations to ensure that it is as effective as possible and that it is fully 
aligned with our objectives for international development.
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08/10/2013WRE02450Overseas Development Aid Provision

08/10/2013WRE02500134. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will provide in tabular form, figures for Irish Aid spending on HIV and AIDS, 
both in euro terms and as a percentage of total overseas development aid.  [42047/13]

08/10/2013WRE02600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): See the following table.

Vote 27 Expenditure on Health and HIV/AIDS 2012 

- - € million % Total ODA
Bilateral Funding 
SupportOther

Support to governments and civil 
society in Partner Countries, Irish 
NGOs, global health and HIV 
initiativesIncludes Emergency 
and Recovery

93.5049.0

Multilateral Funding 
support

 Includes UNAIDS, United 
Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA), World Health Organisation 
(WHO)

9.07

Total  111.574 17.7

We remain committed to the fight against HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases. 
Ireland has made significant investments in addressing the causes and the consequences of the 
HIV epidemic which have a terrible, and disproportionate, impact on women and children in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. I was very heartened to note the real progress, as outlined by UNAIDS 
last month, in overcoming the disease, notably a 52% reduction in new HIV infections among 
children since 2001. Our work has contributed to that progress. Much still remains to be done 
however, and we are committed to continuing our efforts to turn the tide on the pandemic. 

08/10/2013WRE02650Overseas Development Aid Issues

08/10/2013WRE02700135. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to the fact that to date many EU countries have per-
sisted in making part of their aid programme conditional on the purchase of goods and services 
in the donor country, namely tied aid, or in diluting the impact of their aid programme by in-
cluding costs that, while strictly speaking are allowed under OECD DAC rules, do nothing to 
combat extreme poverty; the actions he is taking to stop this abuse of aid budgets by other EU 
countries; the extent to which Ireland itself inflates its ODA spending by including, for example 
the costs of housing refugees and foreign students in its ODA statistics. [42048/13]

08/10/2013WRE02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Official Development Assistance (ODA) is most effective when it supports the objectives 
that people, communities and governments themselves decide are priorities for national devel-
opment and poverty reduction.  Delivering ODA as untied aid to developing countries is the 
best way to ensure that the recipients themselves are in the driving seat and that all develop-
ment resources, both external and internal, coherently pursue common objectives.  Untying 
also means that more aid is spent in developing countries themselves. This helps create much 
needed employment. 
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The OECD estimates suggest that when overseas aid is tied to the procurement of goods 
and services from the donor country, its effectiveness and efficiency is significantly diminished. 
Because of this, they recommend that donor countries untie the bulk of their aid to Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDCs) and to Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs).  Food aid and Techni-
cal Co-operation are not covered by the recommendation, although many countries, including 
Ireland, do untie these categories of aid.  In 2010 donors reported that 24 per cent of bilateral 
aid (US$ 26 billion) was still tied.  

Ireland’s aid is 100 per cent untied and the OECD has recognised that we are one of only 
four countries enjoying this distinction.  The high quality of our aid programme has been recog-
nised by successive OECD reviews and by other independent assessments on aid quality such 
as the Commitment to Global Development index and the Real Aid Index.

Ireland’s new policy for international development, One World- One Future, approved by 
the Government earlier this year, once again reaffirmed our commitment to maintaining a high 
quality aid programme and to untied aid, in particular. It stipulates that our aid is “not condi-
tional on acquiring goods and services from Ireland”.    

Ireland has consistently supported the strengthening of the OECD recommendation on un-
tying aid and the inclusion of untied aid as a key measure of aid quality against which donor 
progress on aid and development effectiveness should be measured.  The commitments that 
donors made at the 2011 Busan High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness include accelerating 
progress and improving transparency on aid untying.  Ensuring that these commitments become 
part of the post-2015 development framework was one of the priorities for the Irish Presidency 
of the EU – and this is successfully reflected in the EU Council Conclusions of June this year 
on the Post 2015 Framework.  

A number of students from Ireland’s Key Partner Countries and from other developing 
countries study in Ireland, before returning to their own countries, as part of our overall pro-
gramme of capacity building. Ireland also provides funding to allow students undertake studies 
in their own countries or the region. A very small proportion of Ireland’s ODA is made up of 
specific costs associated with international refugees during their first 12 month of stay seeking 
asylum in Ireland, in line with the OECD Development Assistance Committee’s ODA reporting 
directives.

08/10/2013WRE02850Overseas Development Aid Issues

08/10/2013WRE02900136. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the Act Now on 2015 e-mail campaign; his plans for 
overseas development aid in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42373/13]

08/10/2013WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I am aware of the Act Now on 2015 e-mail campaign regarding Ireland’s commitment to 
Official Development Assistance (ODA).  The Government is committed to Ireland’s overseas 
aid programme. This commitment was expressed and enhanced  by the publication earlier this 
year of our new Policy on International Development, “One World, One Future” which clearly 
sets out our vision for a sustainable and just world, and our goals and areas of focus for the com-
ing years. It also reaffirms the centrality of the aid programme to our foreign policy.   

The new policy states clearly our commitment to achieving the UN target of providing 0.7% 
of Gross National Product (GNP) for ODA when economic circumstances permit. 

Over the past two years, the Government has broadly stabilised the budget for development 
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assistance – allocating €629 million on ODA in 2012 and €622 million in 2013.  These very sig-
nificant allocations of public funds clearly demonstrate how we consolidated the development 
assistance budget - a major achievement in light of the very difficult fiscal conditions facing the 
Government. Equally importantly, our aid programme remains one of the best in the world and 
our leadership on the hunger and nutrition agendas continues to be acknowledged internation-
ally.  The Estimates process for Budget 2014 is now in its final stages and is being framed in 
the context of the Government’s overall fiscal consolidation strategy. The Departmental budget 
allocations for 2014 will be a matter for Government decision and will be announced in the 
Budget Statement next week. 

08/10/2013WRE03050NAMA Portfolio Issues

08/10/2013WRE03100137. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish a sched-
ule, or have the National Assets Management Agency, NAMA, publish a schedule identifying 
by address each property owned or under the control of NAMA with a postal address in Dublin 
1 and Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41999/13]

08/10/2013WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises me, that as the Deputy 
will be aware, NAMA has acquired loans and does not own or control properties securing these 
loans.  These properties are controlled by NAMA’s debtors or, in the case of enforcement, on 
their behalf by duly appointed Receivers.  NAMA is subject to similar legal requirements as 
other lenders that preclude it from disclosing details relating to its debtors and their properties.  
A list of all Receiver-controlled properties is available on NAMA’s website, www.nama.ie, and 
is searchable by county and area, including by Dublin postcode.

08/10/2013WRE03250Pensions Levy Issues

08/10/2013WRE03300138. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if additional voluntary contri-
butions, AVCs, are subject to the private pension levy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [41845/13]

08/10/2013WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I take it that the question is referring to 
the stamp duty levy of 0.6% on pension scheme assets that was introduced in 2011 for the four 
year period up to and including 2014. The levy applies to the market value, on the valuation 
date (generally 30 June each year), of assets under management in pension funds and pension 
plans approved under Irish tax legislation. Payment of the levy must be made by 25 September 
in each year. The pension arrangements affected include funded retirement benefit schemes 
(e.g. occupational pension schemes), retirement annuity contracts and personal retirement sav-
ings accounts (PRSAs) - other than what are known as “vested” PRSAs. Additional Voluntary 
Contribution Schemes are retirement benefit schemes approved by the Revenue Commissioners 
under Irish tax law and as such are subject to the levy.

08/10/2013WRE03450Pensions Levy Yield

08/10/2013WRE03500139. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the total income to the State 
from the private pension levy in each year of operation to date, including the estimated value 
for the current year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41846/13]

08/10/2013WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
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sioners that receipts to date from the temporary 0.6% stamp duty levy on pension fund assets 
introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 amounted to €463 million in 2011 and €483 million 
in 2012.   The yield in 2013 to end September was €512 million. The deadline date for payment 
of the levy for 2013 was 25 September 2013. It is not clear at this stage if there will be any 
further payments received in 2013.

08/10/2013WRF00150Revenue Commissioners Powers

08/10/2013WRF00200140. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners 
have legitimate powers to remove funds from the bank accounts of small farmers without their 
consent following their completion of Revenue form 12s; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41847/13]

08/10/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, the Deputy will be aware that the 
debt collection environment continues to be very challenging for Revenue given the ongoing 
difficult financial environment. In that regard I am assured that Revenue is very conscious of the 
challenges that exist for some taxpayers in meeting their tax obligations in a timely manner. Its 
debt management caseworkers will always seek to work proactively with taxpayers and viable 
businesses that engage positively to agree mutually satisfactory arrangements to overcome tem-
porary cashflow difficulties in preference to deploying enforcement options. However, where a 
business or taxpayer fails to meaningfully engage with Revenue, then I am fully supportive of 
the deployment of the necessary collection and enforcement measures to secure the taxes and 
duties due to the Exchequer.  One of the enforcement powers available to Revenue to ensure 
timely tax collection is Attachment. This power is covered in legislation under Section 1002 of 
the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, as amended. Section 1002 allows Revenue to either directly 
remove funds from any account held by a financial institution (including credit unions) in the 
name of a defaulting taxpayer, or, to instruct any third party that owes a debt to the defaulting 
taxpayer to pay those funds directly to Revenue.

I am informed by Revenue that it never deploys its enforcement powers, including At-
tachment, without giving the taxpayer every opportunity to engage and agree solutions. Debt 
management caseworkers always afford a defaulting taxpayer at least one opportunity to agree 
a mutually satisfactory arrangement before any enforcement activity is commenced. The en-
forcement process only commences when the caseworker has exhausted all other options to 
encourage voluntary compliance.

Finally, Revenue is always conscious that the use of Attachment Orders can have adverse 
consequences for taxpayers and the power is normally only deployed where other enforcement 
options have failed to secure the outstanding debt. For example, during 2012 Revenue only is-
sued Attachment Orders in less than 3,000 cases out of a total of almost 30,000 cases enforced. 
I am assured by Revenue that it has strict guidelines in place, including authorisation at a senior 
level, to ensure Attachment is only used in appropriate circumstances.

08/10/2013WRF00350Property Taxation Data

08/10/2013WRF00400141. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form 
a county breakdown of the total number of households who have made a property tax payment 
in 2013 to date; the total who have failed to make a payment; the percentage of households who 
are paying in instalments; the number of households who have availed of an exemption; the 
compliance rate to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41875/13]
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08/10/2013WRF00500142. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form 
a county breakdown of the total revenue raised by the residential property tax to date in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41876/13]

08/10/2013WRF00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 141 
and 142 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that compliance data for the Local Property 
Tax (LPT) are compiled on the basis of the numbers of properties, and are broken down by City 
and County Councils nationally.  The most up to date figures, including the percentage of prop-
erties for which exemptions and deferrals were claimed, are published on the Commissioners 
website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/lpt-stats-0913.pdf. Work is on-going to refine the 
LPT Register, and more detailed data will be published in due course. 

I am further advised that by the end of September 2013 approximately €200m had been 
transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer.  

The LPT statistics in local authority areas are available by percentage compliance rate rather 
than by the total number of households, and are as follows:

Local Authority Compliance Rate (Ap-
prox.)

€ Million LPT De-
clared*

*€ Million LPT Col-
lected

Carlow 88% 1.6 1.6
Cavan 88% 2.2 1.9
Clare 90% 5.0 4.3
Cork City 90% 5.5 4.7
Cork Co 89% 20.1 17.1
Donegal 84% 5.2 4.7
Dublin City 87% 39.9 32.4
DLR 92% 26.1 21.0
Fingal 91% 18.9 14.8
Galway City 89% 4.0 3.5
Galway  Co 89% 7.1 6.3
Kerry 89% 7.0 6.2
Kildare 90% 10.7 8.6
Kilkenny 91% 3.7 3.2
Laois 89% 2.5 2.0
Leitrim 89% 1.0 0.9
Limerick City 88% 2.2 1.8
Limerick  Co 90% 5.7 4.8
Longford 88% 1.0 0.9
Louth 84% 4.7 3.8
Mayo 89% 5.1 4.6
Meath 89% 8.6 6.9
Monaghan 90% 1.9 1.7
North Tipperary 91% 2.7 2.3
Offaly 89% 2.4 2.1
Roscommon 90% 2.0 1.8
Sligo 88% 2.6 2.3
South Dublin 90% 15.8 12.4
South Tipperary 91% 3.2 2.8
Waterford City 89% 1.6 1.3
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Local Authority Compliance Rate (Ap-
prox.)

€ Million LPT De-
clared*

*€ Million LPT Col-
lected

Waterford  Co 89% 3.0 2.5
Westmeath 90% 3.2 2.7
Wexford 90% 6.0 5.1
Wicklow 91% 8.4 6.8
Overall 90% 241.0 200.0

The statistics on payments by instalment are available by the percentage of LPT collected 
rather than by the percentage of households, and are as follows:

Payment Type % LPT Collected to Date
Card (credit & debit cards) 53.1%
Direct Debit 8.3%
Single Debit Authority & Cheque 31.1%
Deduct at Source 0.5%
Service Provider 7.0%
- 100.0%

Revenue has received in excess of 25,000 claims for an exemption from LPT, which repre-
sents 1.6% of all properties returned.

08/10/2013WRF00650NAMA Portfolio Issues

08/10/2013WRF00700143. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency, NAMA, has undertaken an audit of its property with a view to identifying suit-
able lands for transfer to sports groups; if he will provide in tabular form a county breakdown 
of the suitable properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41880/13]

08/10/2013WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises me that, as the Deputy 
will be aware, NAMA has acquired loans and is not the owner of properties.  The Agency’s role 
is that of a secured lender and NAMA is subject to similar legal requirements as other lenders 
that preclude it from disclosing details relating to its debtors and their properties.   NAMA ad-
vises that individuals and groups who have an interest in a property that is related to a NAMA 
loan should make contact with the owner of the property.  NAMA advises also that, where it 
is made aware of potential purchaser interest in a debtor’s property, it will work to facilitate 
engagement between the interested party and the debtor.  It is primarily, therefore, a matter for 
sports and other community interests to identify properties within their local areas which may 
be suitable for their purposes.

08/10/2013WRF00850IBRC Liquidation

08/10/2013WRF00900144. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the rights of the borrower 
in cases where a special liquidator or liquidator offers for sale a non-performing mortgage; if 
the borrower has the right to buy out their individual mortgage; if such sales are at the com-
plete discretion of the liquidator; his views on whether this policy may close off an avenue of 
debt resolution to many individual borrowers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41885/13]



Questions - Written Answers

140

08/10/2013WRF01000145. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will state the rights of 
the borrower in cases where a special liquidator or liquidator offers for sale a non-performing 
mortgage; the duties and responsibilities of the purchaser of said mortgages toward the bor-
rower, particularly with regard to repayment frequency, term and interest rate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41887/13]

08/10/2013WRF01100146. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if a borrower with a well-
performing mortgage at a financial institution in special liquidation may offer to buy out this 
mortgage if it is offered for sale by the liquidator; if such sales are at the sole discretion of the 
liquidator or if there are particular procedures in place to assist the borrower in such situations; 
if he will indicate the full rights of the borrower in respect of same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41897/13]

08/10/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 to 
146, inclusive, together.

I have been advised by the Special Liquidators that all contractual arrangements entered into 
by Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited prior to the appointment of the Special Liquida-
tors remain in place and all debts owing to IBRC Limited (in Special Liquidation) remain due 
and enforceable.

The Special Liquidators confirm that all Borrowers can re-  finance their borrowings at par 
with other lending institutions. The Special Liquidators confirm that the residential mortgage 
customers of IBRC Limited (in Special Liquidation) continue to enjoy the protection of the 
Central Bank Code of Conduct on mortgage arrears and other protections in Irish consumer law.

The Special Liquidators are taking professional advice on the appropriate method of dispos-
ing of loan assets and on the appropriate criteria for determining who should qualify to bid for 
loan assets. The Special Liquidators have begun writing to all IBRC borrowers to update them 
on the sale of their IBRC Loans and Collateral Obligations. Borrowers are also being provided 
with an opportunity to make written representations on the method of disposal of their loans 
and the criteria for determining who may bid for loan assets. Decisions concerning the sale and 
disposal of loan assets are a matter for the Special Liquidators and I have no role in the process.

Should a bid not be received by a qualified bidder that is equal to or in excess of the Valua-
tion Price, then the asset/portfolio will transfer to NAMA.  The valuation of all IBRC assets is 
to be completed by 30 November 2013 and the sale of all IBRC assets agreed or completed by 
no later than 31 December 2013 or as soon as practicable thereafter.

08/10/2013WRF01250Tax Reliefs Availability

08/10/2013WRF01300147. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered intro-
ducing an exemption to capital gains tax along the lines of the entrepreneurs relief currently in 
place in the UK (details supplied). [41901/13]

08/10/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Preparations for Budget 2014 and the 
consequent Finance Bill are ongoing. It would not be appropriate for me to comment on what 
changes, if any, may be introduced in capital gains tax or other taxes. I will, however, bear in 
mind the Deputy’s suggestion in my preparations for the Budget.

08/10/2013WRF01450VAT Payments
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08/10/2013WRF01500148. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the way his Department 
ensures that it receives its complete entitlement of VAT from online sales; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41909/13]

08/10/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that online sales of goods and services to private individuals by Irish-based sellers are 
liable to Irish VAT and that the seller must account for the VAT on his/her VAT return. However, 
where an Irish-based supplier sells goods to private customers in other EU Member States, 
and the value of supplies to a particular Member State exceeds the relevant threshold for that 
Member State, then the Irish supplier must register and account for VAT in that Member State 
on those supplies.  Similarly, suppliers in other Member States who supply goods to private 
customers in Ireland in excess of our threshold must register for VAT in Ireland and account 
to Revenue for the VAT on those supplies. The threshold is €35,000 in Ireland and as high as 
€100,000 in some Member States.  The Revenue Commissioners are fully aware of the poten-
tial for tax evasion as a result of eCommerce and online trading generally. Revenue’s overall 
approach to managing compliance is to undertake a range of targeted interventions that are 
most appropriate for dealing with the specific risks presented in individual cases – including 
those trading online.  Their work is also supported and enhanced with appropriate technology, 
including their Risk Evaluation Analysis and Profiling (REAP) risk identification system and 
the capture of data from multiple sources.  One of these sources is trading information received 
from merchant acquirers, which contains indicators of cases involved in internet trading.

Revenue’s extensive range of measures and activities, designed to address shadow economy 
activity, includes exploiting the potential of new and emerging technology towards the identifi-
cation of tax evasion associated with online trading and business activity. 

08/10/2013WRF01650Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF01700149. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if capital gains tax was increased from 33% to 35%, taking into account 2013 
returns to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41912/13]

08/10/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the full year yield to the Exchequer, based on the expected outturn in 2014, from 
increasing the CGT tax rate from 33% to 35% could be in the region of €28 million. This figure 
includes corporate gains. However, this estimate assumes no behavioural changes on the part 
of taxpayers, and increases in rates may have a significant behavioural impact and may not 
produce a corresponding increase in tax yield. In current economic conditions any estimate of 
additional yield must be treated with caution. In addition, increasing the rate could, in theory, 
lead to a reduction in yield from the tax.

08/10/2013WRF01850Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF01900150. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected increased 
yield in a full year of increasing the domicile levy to €300,000; the additional yield of restrict-
ing the amount of income tax available as a credit for the domicile levy to €100,000; the ad-
ditional yield if both measures were introduced in unison; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41927/13]

08/10/2013WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, on the basis of Domicile Levy returns filed for 2011, the latest year available, the 
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full year yield on a straightforward arithmetic basis of an increase in the levy from €200,000 to 
€300,000 could be in the region of €1.5 million.

I am also informed that, based on claims for the Income Tax credit in excess of €100,000 
contained in the relevant tax returns, it is estimated that the additional yield from restricting the 
Income Tax credit against the Domicile Levy to €100,000 would be approximately €55,000.  If 
the two measures were introduced together, the total additional yield could be of the order of 
€1,555,000.

The Domicile Levy is charge on anyone 

- who in any year is Irish domiciled;

- whose worldwide income in the year exceeds €1m,

- whose Irish located property in the year is valued greater than €5m, and

- whose liability to Irish income tax for the year is less than €200,000.

Various factors, including falls in asset values and income, may reduce the numbers liable to 
pay the levy.  Therefore an increase in the amount of the levy or a reduction to the Income Tax 
available as a credit against the levy may not of themselves increase the yield.

08/10/2013WRF02050Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF02100151. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if the principal private residence exemption from CGT was removed for all 
house sales above €500,000 and €1 million respectively, or for the portion above respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41928/13]

08/10/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, as information on the value of capital gains arising from the disposal of prin-
cipal private residences is not required in capital gains tax returns, there is no dedicated basis 
for separately identifying the yield that would arise from the removal of the principal private 
residence exemption from capital gains tax for all house sales above €500,000 and €1 million 
respectively. Accordingly, the specific information requested by the Deputy is not available.

08/10/2013WRF02250Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF02300152. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if the CAT agricultural relief was reduced to 80%, to 75%, or with a cap of 
€3 million, and then the yield if a cap of €3 million was applicable to both 80% and 75% rates 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41929/13]

08/10/2013WRF02400153. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if the CAT business relief is reduced to 80%, to 75%, or with a cap of €3 
million; and what the yield if a cap of €3 million was applicable to both 80% and 75% rates 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41930/13]

08/10/2013WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 
and 153 together. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that on the basis of 2012 data, the latest 
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available, the estimated full year yield from reducing Agricultural Relief from Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax (CAT) from 90% to 80%, would be in the region of €8 million; the estimated yield 
from reducing the relief from 90% to 75% would be in the region of €12 million.

The estimated yield from reducing Business Relief from CAT from 90% to 80% would be 
in the region of €12.5 million; the estimated yield from reducing the relief from 90% to 75% 
would be in the region of €19 million.

It should be noted that these estimates are tentative because some of the potential yield from 
reducing these reliefs could be offset by taxpayers availing of exemption from group thresholds 
that would otherwise remain unabsorbed.  They are also based upon an assumption that there 
would be no behavioural impact from such changes, which could lead to a less than expected 
result from a change to the tax base. 

In addition, the realisation of any estimated yield from an increase in taxation on assets 
relating to property is subject to movements in the value of such assets which are currently oc-
curring in the economy.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not possible to estimate the yield 
from imposing a cap on the qualifying amount for the business and agricultural reliefs for Capi-
tal Acquisitions Tax as the data in relation to these reliefs is not available in a form that would 
allow such estimates to be made. Accordingly, the specific information requested by the Deputy 
in this regard is not available.

08/10/2013WRF02550Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF02600154. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if for the purposes of determining CAT, an individual’s liability could only 
be reduced with respect to the application of the group tax free thresholds or agricultural and 
business reliefs but not both; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41931/13]

08/10/2013WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that figures are not captured in such a way as to provide a dedicated basis for compiling 
an estimate of the gain to the Exchequer from the change mentioned in the question. Accord-
ingly, the specific information requested by the Deputy is not available.

08/10/2013WRF02750Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF02800155. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected yield in 2014 
if the pension levy of 0.6% was extended for a year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41932/13]

08/10/2013WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 0.6% levy on pension fund assets 
was introduced in 2011 for a period of 4 years in order to pay for the Jobs Initiative introduced 
by the Government in that year. The levy will therefore apply for a further year in 2014 for that 
purpose. On its introduction, the projected yield from the levy was estimated at €470 million in 
each of the 4 years. The actual yield can vary from year to year due, for example, to fluctuations 
in pension fund asset values.

08/10/2013WRF02950Additional Voluntary Contributions
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08/10/2013WRF03000156. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the take up of access to 
discretionary pension contributions; the figures to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41947/13]

08/10/2013WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Finance Act 2013 provided members of 
occupational pension schemes with a three-year window of opportunity from 27 March 2013 
during which they could opt to draw down, on a once off basis, up to 30% of the accumulated 
value of additional voluntary contributions (AVCs).  Administrators of AVC funds (includ-
ing PRSA administrators) are required to provide, within 15 working days of the end of each 
quarter, commencing with the quarter ending on 30 June 2013, certain statistical information 
to Revenue in relation to AVC pre-retirement transfers or encashments made during the quarter 
in question. 

I am advised by Revenue that the returns for the first quarter ended 30 June 2013 are as fol-
lows:

Transfers No./€
Number of transfers made  3,949
The aggregate value of the transfers made €27,439,465
The tax deducted from the aggregate value of the 
transfers made

€10,822,070

It is too early at this stage to comment on the outturn for the year.

08/10/2013WRF03150Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRF03200157. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated total revenue that 
will be generated by VAT on the construction industry in 2014 from private sector sources; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41983/13]

08/10/2013WRF03300158. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the total amount of revenue gen-
erated by VAT on the refurbishment and resale of older houses in 2012 and 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41984/13]

08/10/2013WRF03400159. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount of revenue 
that will be generated by VAT on the refurbishment and resale of older houses in 2014; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41985/13]

08/10/2013WRF03500166. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the total revenue generated by 
the VAT on the construction industry in 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42025/13]

08/10/2013WRF03600167. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the total revenue generated by 
VAT on the construction industry in 2012 and 2013 which came from private sector sources; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42026/13]

08/10/2013WRF03700168. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated total revenue that 
will be generated by VAT on the construction industry in 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42027/13]

08/10/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 157 to 
159, inclusive, and 166 to 168, inclusive, together
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I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the total yield of domestic VAT revenue 
attributed to the construction industry as a whole in 2011, which is the latest year for which 
the necessary detailed data is available, is estimated to be of the order of €92 million. It should 
be noted that this receipt figure is net of any refunds of tax that were repaid during the year. 
Equivalent figures for 2012 and 2013 are not yet available.

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, as the information furnished on 
VAT returns does not require the yield from a particular sector or sub-sector of economic activ-
ity to be identified, it is not possible to estimate the VAT yield for the specific activities men-
tioned by the Deputy in his questions.

Regarding projected figures for 2014, I would point out that projections for tax receipts are 
based on assumed movements in macro-economic parameters and not by reference to the ex-
pected yields from particular sectors or sub-sector of economic activity. Accordingly, I am not 
in a position to provide the projected figures requested for 2014.

08/10/2013WRG00150Tax Collection

08/10/2013WRG00200160. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance the average total benefit to the 
Exchequer of a construction worker going from the live register to paid employment, taking 
into account the social welfare savings and increased income tax generated; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [41986/13]

08/10/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not possible to calculate an average 
benefit that would take account of all of the variables that apply in every case.  However, I can 
put forward a specific example for the information of the Deputy.  The calculations presented 
are based on a single individual who takes up employment at the average annual salary in the 
construction sector, i.e. €40,459 for 2013, based on the latest information available.  Before 
taking up the employment, the individual was entitled to the full rate of Jobseekers Benefit/Al-
lowance at €188 per week.  No other secondary benefits, which the individual may have been 
entitled to, have been included for the purpose of these computations.  Furthermore, it is as-
sumed that the individual is not in receipt of a medical card and therefore does not benefit from 
the concessionary Universal Social Charge (USC) rate.  The following tax credits have been 
included in the computation: 

Tax Credit Amount
PAYE tax credit €1,650
Personal tax credit: €1,650

Tax Liability 2013 Amount
Earnings  €40,459 
USC (€2,151)
PRSI (€1,618)
Income Tax (€6,400)
Total Deductions (€10,169)
Net Pay  €30,290

Additional tax revenues of €10,169 per annum (including Income Tax, USC and PRSI) 
would be generated over a full tax year in such a case.  In addition, savings of €9,776 per annum 
would be achieved in relation to Jobseekers payments.  Therefore, the total annual benefit to the 
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Exchequer would be €19,945 in this specific example.

08/10/2013WRG00350Universal Social Charge Application

08/10/2013WRG00400161. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 53 of 13 March 2013, if he will describe in detail the poverty traps mentioned 
in the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41990/13]

08/10/2013WRG00500162. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that 
the universal social charge was introduced in budget 2011 to replace the income levy and health 
levy, the reason for both these levies and if this reason or purpose has changed with the amal-
gamation and change of name in budget 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41991/13]

08/10/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 161 
and 162 together.

As I have stated previously in my reply to Parliamentary Question 53 (ref number 13227/13) 
of 5 March 2013, the Universal Social Charge (USC) was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace 
the Income Levy and Health Levy.  It was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove 
poverty traps and raise revenue to reduce the budget deficit.  The Health Levy was introduced 
in the Health Contributions Act, 1979 and was payable on all reckonable income and subject 
to certain exemptions.  The Health Levy was collected along with PRSI contributions by the 
Revenue Commissioners.  Under the legislation, it was paid into the Social Insurance Fund and 
transferred from there to the Minister for Health, where it was appropriated to the Health Vote 
as an appropriation-in-aid.

The Income Levy was introduced along with a suite of revenue raising measures in Budget 
2009 in response to the economic downturn and in order to assist in stabilising the Exchequer 
finances.  Payment of the Health Levy and the Income Levy did not confer any entitlement or 
specific benefits to an individual.  However, individuals in general do benefit from the services 
provided by the State.  Likewise, individuals that are subject to the USC charge do not accumu-
late entitlements or specific benefits.

The poverty traps under the Income Levy and Health Levy systems were related to the an-
nual exemption thresholds that applied of €15,028 and €26,000 respectively.  These thresholds 
meant that if an individual’s income was below the relevant exemption threshold they were not 
subject to charge.  However, as soon as an exemption threshold was exceeded, the charge was 
due on all income, not just the income in excess of the exemption threshold.

The Health Levy was payable at 4% on an individual’s entire income including the por-
tion below the threshold.  Thus, what is often described as a “step effect” was experienced at 
income levels bordering the threshold.  It led to circumstances where an increase in gross pay 
for a person with an income just below the threshold, resulted in a reduction in net take home 
pay, thereby creating a poverty trap.  The step effect in the Health Levy system was very severe.  
A €1 increase in annual pay could lead to a net reduction of €20 in net pay per week or about 
€1,040 per annum.

The Income Levy was payable at 2% on an individual’s entire income including the portion 
below the threshold.  Although, a less severe step effect than that experienced for the Health 
Levy, it still could result in cases where a €1 increase in annual pay could lead to a net reduction 
of just under €6 in net pay per week or about €300 per annum.  The introduction of the USC 
has reduced the severity and number of step effects in the taxation system.  Although, there is 
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currently a step effect in the USC structure at €10,036 per annum, the income level at which 
one becomes liable for USC, the impact is lower.  Furthermore, the Government increase to 
the exemption threshold for USC from €4,004 in 2011 to €10,036 per annum in 2012, acted to 
remove 330,000 from any liability to the USC.

08/10/2013WRG00650VAT Payments

08/10/2013WRG00700163. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the yield in VAT for 2012 
for each of the following products and services: graves 13.5%, coffins 23%, hearses 23%, mass 
cards 23%, wreaths from flower shop 23%, wreaths that are artificial 23%, headstone supply 
23% and headstone supply and erection 23%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41995/13]

08/10/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it is not possible to furnish figures of the VAT take from the goods and services 
specified, as the information furnished on VAT returns does not require the yield from particular 
sectors of trade to be identified.

08/10/2013WRG00850Pension Entitlements

08/10/2013WRG00900164. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that 
pension entitlements for former employees of Permanent TSB will not be affected as part of 
the cost cutting measures aimed at reducing the costs by 10% at the bank; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42010/13]

08/10/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will appreciate the pen-
sion arrangements for staff and former staff of Permanent TSB are a matter for the management 
of that company and for the Trustees of the relevant pension schemes.  The Deputy will be aware 
that Permanent TSB has chosen to cease contributions to its Defined Benefit pension schemes 
as part of measures to achieve 6-10% savings on remuneration costs.  I have been informed by 
Permanent TSB that a wind-up of these schemes is underway.  It would not be appropriate for 
me to comment on the implications for former employees of Permanent TSB arising from the 
wind-up of these Defined Benefit pension schemes.  The Trustees of the schemes will inform 
all members (including former employees who are deferred members) of the schemes of their 
pension entitlements at the appropriate time.

08/10/2013WRG01050Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRG01100165. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form 
the total revenue generated on the rezoning of development land per year since the 80% tax rate 
was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42024/13]

08/10/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
windfall gains provisions in sections 644AB and 649B Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, intro-
duced by section 240 National Asset Management Agency Act 2009 and amended by section 
25 Finance Act 2010, which apply an 80% rate of tax to the profits or gains from land disposals 
where those profits or gains are attributable to a relevant planning decision by a planning au-
thority rather than to any value attributable to the work of the landowner.  “Relevant planning 
decision” is defined in the provisions as meaning (i) a change in the zoning of land in a devel-
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opment plan or local area plan from non-development land-use, that is from agricultural, open 
space, recreational or amenity use or a mixture of such uses, to development land-use, that is to 
residential, commercial or industrial uses or a mixture of such uses, or from one development 
land-use to another, including a mixture of such uses, and (ii) a material contravention decision 
by a planning authority in relation to a development plan.

In the case of rezonings, the 80% rate applies where there is a disposal of land following its 
rezoning where that rezoning takes place on or after 30 October 2009 and in the case of mate-
rial contravention decisions, the 80% rate applies where there is a disposal of land following a 
material contravention decision where that decision is made on or after 4 February 2010.

The 80% tax rate applies in respect of disposals by individuals or companies as part of their 
land dealing/developing trade or as the disposal of a capital item.  It only applies to the part of 
the profits or gains that is attributable to the relevant planning decision.  Any part of the profits 
or gains that is attributable to other factors, such as construction operations on the land or the 
expectation that the land would be rezoned, or benefit from a material contravention decision 
in the future (‘hope value’), continues to be taxed at the normal income tax, corporation tax or 
capital gains tax rates, as appropriate.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that on the basis of the available details from 
corporation tax and income tax returns for 2009, 2010 and 2011, the latest year for which the 
necessary details are available, there is no record of any such profits or gains having been re-
turned.  However, the Commissioners have indicated that the existing database does not include 
details of capital gains returned via the CG1 tax return because these are not captured in elec-
tronic format and, consequently, that if windfall profits have been returned using this medium, 
it is not possible to centrally identify the relevant details.

 Questions Nos. 166 to 168, inclusive, answered with Question No. 157.

08/10/2013WRG01350Pensions Levy Issues

08/10/2013WRG01400169. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will address concerns 
raised by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13 regarding pension levy funds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42109/13]

08/10/2013WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Jobs Initiative announced in 2011 
included a range of revenue and expenditure measures to support the protection of existing jobs 
and the creation of new ones.  The key measures, as announced, are set out in the following 
table.

- 2011 (€m) 2012 (€m) 2013 (€m) 2014 (€m) Total
Revenue
Air Travel Tax -15 -90 -105 -105 -315
VAT -120 -350 -350 -60 -880
PRSI -95 -208 -201 -33 -536
Pension Funds 
Levy

+470 +470 +470 +470 +1,880

Expenditure 
(Additional)

-40 -30 -30 -30 -130

Net Benefit (+) 
/ Loss (-)

+201 -208 -216 +242 +19

Rounding may affect totals
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It should be noted that the proposed suspension of the Air Travel Tax, at an estimated cost of 
€15 million in 2011, €90 million in 2012 and €105 million in a full year, was conditional on the 
airlines increasing passenger numbers by restoring previously cancelled routes and by creating 
new routes.  Negotiations with the airlines were not successful and the Minister for Transport 
Tourism and Sport, Mr Leo Varadkar T.D., advised against reducing the Air Travel Tax to zero.

The impact of the Jobs initiative can be seen by the increase in employment levels, particu-
larly in the accommodation and food services sector.  A policy paper, published with the No-
vember 2012 Medium Term Fiscal Statement, found that the 9% reduced VAT rate appeared to 
have the desired impact both in terms of price pass through and by contributing to employment 
gains, with an additional 3,000 jobs in quarter 1 2012 relative to quarter 2 2011 in the labour 
intensive food and accommodations services sector of the economy.  Further to this, the CSO 
website shows a 13% increase in employment from June 2011 to June 2013 in the food and ac-
commodations services sector.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures, 
among which there are a number of measures aimed at retraining the workforce.  While the de-
tails of the expenditure on these measures are a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin T.D., I would ask the Deputy to note that, my col-
league the Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton T.D., with responsibility for JobBridge, 
the National Internship scheme, recently announced that the number of internships, originally 
planned at 5,000 has now exceeded 20,000.  Indecon Economic Consultants undertook an eval-
uation of the JobBridge scheme in 2012 (published in April 2013) and their report found that 
61.4% of the JobBridge survey respondents were in employment within 5 months of finishing 
their internships.

Under education measures, the Springboard scheme as announced in the Jobs Initiative had 
initially provided for 5,900 places. During 2011 and 2012, over 10,000 people enrolled on pro-
grammes under the Springboard scheme.  The scheme has been extended further with my col-
league, the Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn T.D. announcing in June this year, 
another 6,000 places under the third Springboard allocation.  Further rollouts of the springboard 
scheme will be considered in the context of the findings of an on-going evaluation.

A temporary 0.6% stamp duty levy on pension fund assets was introduced in the Finance 
(No. 2) Act 2011 as a measure to fund the Jobs Initiative.  This was estimated to yield €470 mil-
lion a year for 4 years.  The Revenue Commissioners have advised me that receipts amounted 
to €463 million in 2011 and €483 million in 2012.  This is broadly in line with the amounts 
anticipated to be collected in those years.  €517 million was collected in 2013 to date, due to 
an increase in the capital value of pension funds.  The forecast for 2014 will be set out in the 
Budget next week.

Finally, with regard to concerns that the monies raised from the Pension Levy will be used 
for other purposes, I wish to advise the Deputy that it will only be when the levy has ended and 
the accompanying expenditure and revenue measures have also ceased that it will be possible 
to analyse the situation.  At any given point before then, it would not be surprising if the income 
and expenditure did not match.

08/10/2013WRG01550Tax Reliefs Eligibility

08/10/2013WRG01600170. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change the eli-
gibility criteria for retirement relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42113/13]
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08/10/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy’s question 
relates to Capital Gains Tax (CGT) retirement relief.  Preparations for Budget 2014 and the 
consequent Finance Bill are ongoing.  It would not be appropriate for me to comment on what 
changes, if any, are being considered in this relief or any other tax relief.

08/10/2013WRG01750Property Taxation Data

08/10/2013WRG01800171. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if any sum has been repaid 
from the Central Fund into the local government fund equivalent to moneys raised by Revenue 
through the local property tax to date in 2013; the amount of money; the date or dates on which 
it was paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42120/13]

08/10/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Local Government Fund (LGF) is a 
special central fund which was established in 1999 under the Local Government Act 1998.  It is 
financed by the full proceeds of motor tax and an Exchequer contribution.  The Fund provides 
local authorities with the finance for general discretionary funding of their day-to-day activities 
and for non-national roads, and funding for certain local government initiatives.  Receipts from 
the Local Property Tax received in 2013, which already total almost €200 million in the period 
to end-September, will remain in the Exchequer and will be used to meet the many expenditure 
obligations faced by the State.

However, Section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides 
that, in each financial year commencing with 2014, the Minister shall pay from the Central 
Fund or the growing produce thereof into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to 
the Local Property Tax, including any interest paid thereon, paid into the Central Fund during 
that year.  The budgeted funding of Local Government in 2013 took account of the projected 
amount available in the Local Government Fund excluding Local Property Tax receipts.

08/10/2013WRG01950Motor Industry Issues

08/10/2013WRG02000172. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance his views on introducing a 
new scrappage scheme to stimulate business in the motor industry; his view on the proposal of a 
group (details supplied) that such a scheme be based on a rebate on vehicle registration tax pay-
able on a new car of €2,000 to encourage owners of cars six years old and older to trade in and 
trade up; his views on whether such a scheme would generate increased tax revenues and help 
to preserve jobs in the motor trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42123/13]

08/10/2013WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has received a pre-
Budget submission from SIMI which includes, among other things, a proposal for a swappage 
scheme.  All such proposals will be considered in the context of the forthcoming Budget.

08/10/2013WRG02150Tax Reliefs Availability

08/10/2013WRG02200173. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance in regard to section 97(2) of 
the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, if the stated deductible expense against rental income called 
payment of local authority rates covers local property tax in the case of rental properties; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42170/13]

08/10/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Local Property Tax is not a deductible expense for income tax or corporation tax 
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purposes.  The Thornhill Group, the inter-departmental group chaired by Dr Don Thornhill 
established to consider the structures and modalities of a property tax, recommended that Local 
Property Tax (LPT) paid by the owner in respect of a rented property should be deductible for 
income tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar manner to commercial rates.  The Govern-
ment has agreed in principle to accept this recommendation but has not considered the manner 
or the timing in which this will happen.

08/10/2013WRG02350Insolvency Service of Ireland Issues

08/10/2013WRG02400174. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if the general age limit for 
reaching the end of sustainable insolvency arrangements for a person is pegged at 70 years; if 
that is the case, his view regarding mortgages issued to persons which do not expire until their 
mid-70s or later, but which have fallen into arrears; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [42171/13]

08/10/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As outlined in the Central Bank of Ire-
land’s Sustainable Mortgage Arrears Solution Guidelines; “An overall ceiling of 70 years of age 
will apply for the Central Bank to consider a term extension sustainable unless there is firm evi-
dence that an older age limit can apply”.  The Central Bank has informed me that this require-
ment does not prevent solutions being offered where it can be demonstrated that there is a clear 
rationale to extend payments beyond age 70.  In general, however most borrowers can expect 
income levels to drop at retirement.  In determining whether a proposal constitutes a sustainable 
solution, the Central Bank has informed me that the lender will need to evaluate both actual and 
prospective affordability for the distressed borrower, as well as the capital implications for the 
credit institutions in terms of their prudential responsibility to minimise losses.

While the Central Bank is not mandating any particular model of restructuring and while 
sustainable solutions will be arrived at on a case-by-case basis, there are some fundamental 
principles that must be respected.  These include: An affordability assessment of the borrower 
based on both their current and prospective future servicing capacity for all borrowings; A real-
istic valuation of the borrower’s assets, in particular their property, and the use of an appropriate 
interest rate when discounting future income flows, which should take account of the lender’s 
cost of funds.  The Central Bank has advised that its supervisory audit of compliance with these 
principles, to be completed in November, will assess compliance with these principles, includ-
ing through analysis of a sample of modifications.

08/10/2013WRG02550Mortgage Arrears Proposals

08/10/2013WRG02600175. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if a code similar to the code of 
conduct on mortgage arrears should be part and parcel of addressing mortgage arrears in the 
buy-to-let sector which is responsible for housing one quarter of consumers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42172/13]

08/10/2013WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the buy-to-let 
sector encapsulates a wide range of property owners, from private investors with single prop-
erties, to those with multiple properties operating on a more professional basis.  The Central 
Bank’s statutory Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) protects borrowers experi-
encing arrears in relation to their primary residence.  The focus by Government is primarily on 
formulating and implementing appropriate measures to assist those homeowners who are expe-
riencing genuine difficulty with the mortgage repayments on their principal home.  In that re-
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gard, the ‘Keane Report’ made a number of key recommendations and the Government is now 
actively progressing the implementation of those recommendations.  However, some of these 
initiatives will also be of assistance in addressing significant ‘buy to let’ mortgage arrears and 
over indebtedness.  For example, the Central Bank’s performance targets for the main mortgage 
banks apply to the buy-to-let sector as well as principal dwelling homes.

The Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategy process, overseen by the Central Bank, requires 
lenders to develop and implement appropriate resolution strategies and implementation plans 
for ‘buy to let’ mortgages as well as mortgages on the debtor’s primary home.  The Central 
Bank has advised me that the Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) contains protections 
for personal consumers who are experiencing arrears on loans, other than loans secured on a 
primary residence, including buy-to-let mortgages (a consumer being defined as a natural per-
son acting outside his or her business, trade or profession).  Such protections require lenders, 
inter alia, to provide information to borrowers and to seek to agree an approach that will assist 
borrowers in resolving their arrears situation.  The Code also requires that the level of contact 
and communications from lenders, or any third party acting on its behalf, is proportionate and 
not excessive and imposes limits on the number of unsolicited communications which a lender 
can make in any month.

08/10/2013WRG02750Budget Submissions

08/10/2013WRG02800176. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the total num-
ber of pre-budget submissions, proposals or policies that have been received by his Department 
for costing by political parties, interest groups and individuals to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42282/13]

08/10/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): To date I have received one request 
for costings from a political party and these have been completed and forwarded, I have also 
recently received one request from an individual Deputy and this is being examined by my of-
ficials.  My Department provides this facility for political parties and I am prepared to extend 
it also to individual TDs also, however, we do not provide costings for interest groups or other  
individuals.  So far I have received in excess of 500 Pre-Budget Submissions from a wide range 
of sources, these are recorded and distributed to the relevant officials for consideration in the 
context of Budget and Finance Bill preparation.

08/10/2013WRG02950Tax Collection Forecasts

08/10/2013WRG03000177. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if capital acquisitions tax was increased from 33% to 35%, taking into ac-
count 2013 returns to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42290/13]

08/10/2013WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated full year yield to the Exchequer from increasing the Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax rate from 33% to 35 %, based on the expected outturn in 2014, could be in the region 
of €22 million, assuming no change in the existing thresholds.  This estimate is provisional and 
subject to revision.  It should be noted that this estimate is based upon an assumption that there 
would be no behavioural impact of this change, which could lead to a less than expected impact 
on Exchequer yield.  In addition, the realization of any estimated yield from an increase in taxa-
tion on assets relating to property is subject to movements in the value of such assets, which are 
currently occurring in the economy.
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08/10/2013WRH00150Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRH00200178. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected additional 
yield in a full year if DIRT were increased from 33% to 35%, taking into account 2013 returns 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42291/13]

08/10/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated additional yield to the Exchequer from increasing the Deposit Interest 
Retention Tax (DIRT) rate from 33% by 2% to 35% would be of the order of €31 million in a 
full year. This projection assumes no significant behavioural change by depositors or a change 
in interest rates applied by financial institutions to savings.  It should be noted that the figure 
given for the yield from a 2% increase in the DIRT rate is a downward revision of a figure pro-
vided in reply to a previous related question on 18 July last (ref PQ 36643/13).  The revision is 
necessitated by a revision to the basic data becoming available in the interim.

08/10/2013WRH00350VAT Rate Application

08/10/2013WRH00400179. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a full 
breakdown of the total cost to the Exchequer of the current reduced VAT rate of 9% for each 
year since its introduction in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42323/13]

08/10/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism 
related services was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Government Jobs Initiative. The 
measure was designed to boost tourism and create additional jobs in that sector. The measure 
was estimated to cost €120 million in 2011, €350 million in 2012, €350 million in 2013, and 
€60 million in 2014.  Any proposal to maintain the 9% VAT rate will be considered in the con-
text of the Budget.

08/10/2013WRH00550Carbon Tax Implementation

08/10/2013WRH00600180. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
carbon tax in respect of agricultural contractors (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42355/13]

08/10/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy’s question 
relates to the double deduction for carbon tax on farm diesel which I provided for in Finance 
Act 2012.  Under this provision, farmers are allowed a deduction in computing their farming 
profits or losses for the amount of additional carbon tax they incur on purchases of marked gas 
oil following the €5 per tonne increase in the rate of carbon tax on certain fuels from 1 May 
2012.  This was provided in the context of a commitment in the Programme for Government.  I 
have no plans to extend the current double deduction for carbon tax in respect of Marked Gas 
Oil to agricultural contractors.

08/10/2013WRH00750Tax Forms

08/10/2013WRH00800181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange for P60s 
to be sent to a person (details supplied) in County Cork for each of the years 2005 to 2011, 
inclusive.  [42358/13]
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08/10/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Forms P60 are only issued by employers to their employees, as evidence of pay and 
tax deducted in their employment. Revenue has no function in this regard. However, Revenue 
will write to this person and provide him with details of the pay and tax for the years 2005-2011 
as returned by his employer which Revenue has on file. If any further details are required the 
person should contact Mr. Redmond Walsh at Revenue House, Blackpool, Cork, telephone 021 
6027707 to discuss the matter.

08/10/2013WRH00950Budget 2014

08/10/2013WRH01000182. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce tax on 
smokeless fuels; if this is under active consideration; the financial incentives for those using 
smokeless fuels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42359/13]

08/10/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This question relates to potential Bud-
getary measures. It is the usual practice for the Minister for Finance not to speculate or com-
ment in advance of the Budget on what it may contain and I do not propose to deviate from that 
practice.

08/10/2013WRH01150NAMA Property Construction

08/10/2013WRH01200183. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of any construction projects currently under way in Cork city and county under the aegis of the 
National Asset Management Agency; if he will confirm the procurement process that applies 
when NAMA is appointing a contractor to undertake construction work; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42372/13]

08/10/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises me that NAMA is sub-
ject to similar legal requirements as other lenders that preclude it from disclosing details relat-
ing to its debtors and their properties to any third party.  NAMA’s role in relation to properties 
is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  NAMA, as with other lenders, does not procure or 
manage construction contracts in respect of properties securing its loans.  The procurement and 
management of such contracts is a matter for the owner of the related land or property or, if one 
is in place, the Receiver.  NAMA requires that its debtors and receivers ensure value for money 
in procuring this work. NAMA’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2012, which is 
available on the Agency’s website, www.nama.ie, contains extensive information on NAMA’s 
development funding, including examples of such funding in Cork.

08/10/2013WRH01350Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRH01400184. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on 
moneys accruing to the State from sporting clubs and bodies across the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42396/13]

08/10/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am interpreting the Deputy’s question 
to mean monies accruing to the State from Sporting Clubs and Bodies in respect of taxes, social 
insurance contributions and universal social charges, etc.  I am informed by Revenue that it is 
not possible to extract the information required, given the broad nature of the Deputy’s request. 
Details of such payments by Sporting Clubs and Bodies are not maintained under any generic 
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heading that facilitates electronic extraction of information and would therefore require very 
extensive manual compilation to produce. The scale of the task would be such that it would 
require a considerable re-assignment of resource. 

08/10/2013WRH01550NAMA Operations

08/10/2013WRH01600185. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of sites here 
where the National Asset Management Agency is, directly or indirectly through the debtor or 
the participating institution, providing security on a 24-hour basis; the estimated annual cost of 
providing security on sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42406/13]

08/10/2013WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises me that site security, 
where required, is one of a number of business overheads associated with the essential repair 
and maintenance of properties and the preservation of value. NAMA permits debtors to retain 
a portion of rental and other income produced by a debtor’s assets to meet these essential costs.  
Such costs are itemised within each debtor’s general overheads and are subject to each debtor’s 
on-going financial reporting to NAMA.  NAMA would expect that all of its debtors and receiv-
ers would take measures to ensure that their properties are adequately secured. As NAMA does 
not incur such costs directly, they do not form part of the Agency’s financial reporting.  NAMA 
advises that it incurs annual site security costs of approximately €16,000 in respect of properties 
directly under its control.

08/10/2013WRH01750Pension Provisions

08/10/2013WRH01800186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has had any contact 
with Permanent TSB or employee representatives regarding the closure of the bank’s defined 
benefit pension scheme; the current position on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42409/13]

08/10/2013WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have outlined to the Deputy previ-
ously the pension arrangements of Permanent TSB employees are a matter for the management 
of that company and the Trustees of the relevant pension schemes.  As the Deputy would appre-
ciate my department is engaged in regular contact with Permanent TSB and the defined benefit 
pension schemes at that institution are one of many topics which have arisen in such discus-
sions. I can also inform the Deputy that officials in my department recently met with a number 
of Trustees of one of Permanent TSB’s defined benefit pension schemes. 

08/10/2013WRH01950Budget 2013

08/10/2013WRH02000187. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of measures an-
nounced in budget 2013 or included in the Finance Act 2013 which are to be implemented; the 
objectives of each and the reason for the delay in implementation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42430/13]

08/10/2013WRH02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that measures 
announced in the Budget 2013 concerned many Departments, not just my own.  As regards Fi-
nance Act 2013, this is the means by which measures announced in the Budget and relating to 
taxation are implemented. The Act also implements associated Revenue-related measures The 
scope of Finance Act 2013 was set out in the Finance Bill 2013 Explanatory Memo and sub-
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sequently also by me in my Second Stage Dáil speech. The limited number of amendments at 
Committee and Report Stages were extensively debated in the Dáil at the time and are therefore 
on the Oireachtas record also.

To address specific Finance Act 2013 measures yet to be implemented:

- A scheme of accelerated capital allowances entitled “Incentives for certain aviation servic-
es facilities” was provided for in section 31.  This scheme provides accelerated capital allow-
ances for the construction and refurbishment of certain specialist buildings and structures for 
use in the maintenance, repair, overhaul or dismantling of commercial aircraft. This is subject 
to approval from the European Commission. When this approval is received, the section will 
be commenced.

- The extension of the Employment and Investment Incentive from 2013 to 2020 was also 
announced, pending the receipt of the necessary approval from the European Commission.

- Finance Act 2013 introduced legislation to enable the Revenue Commissioners to make 
regulations to implement the Inter-Governmental Agreement with the USA to provide for re-
porting and exchange of information under FATCA.  Regulations are currently being drafted in 
consultation with the US authorities and industry bodies, and will be implemented in advance 
of the first withholding date for FATCA which is currently scheduled to be 1 July 2014.

- The Living City Initiative is a pilot project which provides certain tax incentives to make it 
more attractive for people live in historic and culturally significant city centre Georgian houses. 
The initiative also offers incentives for retailers and small businesses in those areas. In respect 
of the Living City Initiative, Section 30(1)(a) inserted the following new Sections: 

- S372AAA – Interpretation (Chapter 13) );  

- S372AAB – Residential accommodation: allowance to owner-occupiers in respect of qual-
ifying expenditure incurred on the conversion and refurbishment of Georgian houses;

- S372AAC – Capital allowances in relation to conversion or refurbishment of certain com-
mercial premises.  

It is intended to commence these provisions once a cost benefit analysis has been finalised 
and EU State Aid approval has been received. 

- As regards Film Relief, Section 21 of Finance Act 2013, amended various sections of S481 
(1), (2) and (3).The new provisions will ensure that the tax reliefs will accrue to the producers 
rather than investors and result in tax savings for the Exchequer. It is intended to commence this 
provision once EU State Aid approval has been given.

Finally, I would note two Budget-related measures:

- In my Budget 2013 speech, I announced that changes to give effect to the commitment in 
the Programme for Government to cap taxpayers’ subsidies for pension schemes which deliver 
pension income of more than €60,000 will be put in place in 2014. It remains my intention to 
address these issues in Budget 2014.

- Sections 19, 20 and 21 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 are not yet opera-
tional.  Per the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (Section 1) (Specified Date) Order 2012, 
1 July 2014 is appointed as the day on which sections 19, 20 and 21 of the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) come into operation.  These sections relate to the “lo-
cal adjustment factor” which, once commenced, will allow local authorities to vary the rate of 
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tax in their area by 15% above or below the national central rates.  These sections have a later 
implementation date because it is not operationally possible to introduce this local adjustment 
factor until 2015 and it is also preferable that local councillors have a specific electoral mandate 
to vary the rate of the tax, which will be possible following the local elections in 2014.

08/10/2013WRH02150Physical Education

08/10/2013WRH02200188. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the 
decision to reduce physical education, PE, from a full subject, 198 hours over three years, to an 
optional short course, 100 hours, in the new junior cycle framework will impact on the imple-
mentation of the Healthy Ireland Framework, the cross-Government policy for health and well-
being, which calls for the full implementation of PE and SPHE in primary and post-primary 
schools, action 3.2; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41861/13]

08/10/2013WRH02300189. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the 
limiting of PE in the new junior cycle framework to a short course of 100 hours will impact on 
the Government’s intention to reduce childhood obesity levels, which are currently at epidemic 
proportions where one in four girls and one in five boys are overweight and obese, and on the 
implementation of the Healthy Ireland Framework, the cross-Government policy for health and 
well-being; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41863/13]

08/10/2013WRH02400221. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way 
the proposal to reduce PE from a subject to an optional short course in the new Junior Cycle 
Framework will impact on the implementation of the Get Active Guiding Framework, which 
was recently launched and which aims to create a co-ordinated approach to physical education, 
physical activity and sport in school and community settings for children and young persons; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42084/13]

08/10/2013WRH02500222. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view 
of research from the 2009 Children’s Sport Participation and Physical Activity Study, which 
shows that only 10% of secondary school students received the Department of Education and 
Skills recommended amount of PE per week, the impact of reducing the provision of PE from 
a designated subject of 198 hours over three years to a optional short course of only 100 hours; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42086/13]

08/10/2013WRH02600223. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his De-
partment and the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment are reconsidering proposals 
to limit PE to a 100 hour short course in the new junior cycle framework; if they will reassign 
PE’s subject status to ensure that students continue to get 198 hours of PE during the course of 
the three years of the junior cycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42090/13]

08/10/2013WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 188, 189 and 221 to 223, inclusive, together.

The new Framework for Junior Cycle clearly recognises the importance of Physical Edu-
cation (P.E) and physical activity in schools. One of the eight principles which underpin the 
Framework is that of “Wellbeing” which means that each student’s learning experience should 
contribute directly to their physical, mental, emotional and social wellbeing and resilience.  
This principle is complemented by a number of the Junior Cycle’s 24 ‘Statements of Learning’, 
including a requirement that each student “is a confident and competent participant in physical 
activity and is motivated to be physically active”. This is supported by other statements that 
require students to promote their own wellbeing, and to understand the importance of food and 
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diet in making healthy lifestyle choices.  Schools will be required to ensure that all students are 
given the opportunity to meet these commitments. But in line with best practice internationally, 
schools are being given the flexibility and autonomy to achieve this, within their own unique 
context. Schools are best placed to know the specific needs of their pupils.   Schools may choose 
to incorporate the new short courses in P.E. and SPHE that are currently being developed by 
the NCCA, into their junior cycle programme, either for certification purposes (which was not 
available previously) or not for certification.  Alternatively, they may choose not to opt for the 
new course and may instead continue to use existing courses or choose other approaches to 
meet the requirements in this area. Schools may also decide to provide the P.E. and SPHE short 
courses in addition to their existing programmes.  My Department remains committed to sup-
porting the overall ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda. Physical education and physical activity, health 
and well-being are important elements in primary and post primary curricula. My Department 
also continues to support a range of initiatives to complement curricular provision in this area. 
These include initiatives such as the Active School Flag, extra-curricular activities, the ‘sport 
for all day’, and physical education teacher professional networks. Almost 1,200 schools have 
registered to participate in the Active School Flag initiative.

If the work of schools in encouraging a ‘Healthy Ireland’ is to be effective it has to be 
complemented by the efforts of parents, communities and wider society. This is one of the key 
messages in the ‘Get Active’ Framework which was recently launched by the Taoiseach. The 
“Get Active” Framework, which is a collaboration between my Department and other Depart-
ments, provides a blueprint for schools, local communities and other stakeholders on how to 
work together to ensure that all individuals are supported in being active and in enjoying physi-
cal activity.

My Department will shortly release the results of the second Lifeskills survey which was 
conducted in 2012. This is a follow on from a previous survey carried out in 2009. The findings 
of the 2009 Lifeskills survey, like the 2009 Children’s Sport Participation and Physical Activ-
ity Survey, found that the majority of schools did not timetable 2 hours of PE per week.  This 
second Lifeskills survey will provide important data on a number of areas including the extent 
to which schools are promoting healthy eating among pupils and are encouraging them to be 
physically active.  These data assist in policy deliberations and are part of the reason that Well-
being has been prioritised as a Principle in the new Framework for Junior Cycle.

08/10/2013WRH02750School Transport Provision

08/10/2013WRH02800190. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that students from the Castlebellingham area who attend a school (de-
tails supplied) in County Louth are currently dropped by a service bus a mile from the school 
grounds; and if he will consider providing a special bus service that drops these students di-
rectly to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42324/13]

08/10/2013WRH02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Schemes on behalf of my Department, is re-
sponsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus Éireann endeavours, 
within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level of school 
transport service within the context of the Scheme nationally.  Bus Éireann has advised that 
pupils who avail of the service referred to by the Deputy, which in this particular case is a Bus 
Éireann scheduled road passenger service, are set down at a point 800 metres from the school 
in question. This arrangement is similar to many other school transport services around the 
country.
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Question No. 191 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRH03050Prison Staff

08/10/2013WRH03100192. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the re-
cent appointment of a head teacher to Shelton Abbey open prison in Arklow was preceded by 
an open competition; the number of applicants that applied for the position and the body that 
had overall responsibility for the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41791/13]

08/10/2013WRH03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Recruitment for the appointment of a head teacher to Shelton Abbey open prison in Arklow 
was conducted by Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board (ETB).  The ETB has 
informed my Department that the post in question was filled following an open competition 
which was advertised on the ETB’s website and in the Irish Independent newspaper. The ETB 
received seventeen applications for the post.  Following a short-listing process seven applicants 
were invited for interview and six applicants attended for interview.

08/10/2013WRH03250Schools Amalgamation

08/10/2013WRH03300193. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the amalgamation of schools (details supplied). [41796/13]

08/10/2013WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The two schools referred to 
by the Deputy have agreed to amalgamate and submitted an application for a major capital proj-
ect. As the Deputy is aware, this school project is scheduled on the Five Year Plan to proceed 
to construction in 2015/2016.  Further to a technical site visit by Department officials, the girls 
school was deemed to be the most suitable location, subject to additional land being acquired 
to facilitate the development of a building for the new amalgamated school. The Congregation 
of The Sisters of Mercy offered to transfer additional land to the State as part of its offer made 
in response to the publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the 
Ryan Report). The Government has agreed to accept this land offered by the Congregation.

My Department through the Chief State Solicitor’s Office is currently working with the 
Solicitors acting on behalf of the Sisters of Mercy on the legal procedures and mechanisms 
required to facilitate the transfer of this additional land.

08/10/2013WRH03450School Transport Issues

08/10/2013WRH03500194. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of money 
that was refunded to his Department following investigation into irregularities in an office (de-
tails supplied), including any refunds in relation to the amounts charged under the 13% agree-
ment for administration fees where these refunds appear in the school transport accounts, his 
Department’s accounts; and if the matter has been referred to An Garda Síochána. [41804/13]

08/10/2013WRH03600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The matters raised by the Deputy are proper to Bus Éireann.

I am informed by Bus Éireann that in 2012, following an investigation instigated by the 
Company in relation to a small number of irregular cash transactions identified through internal 
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checks in the office referred to by the Deputy, disciplinary action was taken against an em-
ployee in line with Bus Éireann internal procedures. This was an internal disciplinary investiga-
tion conducted and concluded by Bus Éireann with assistance from CIE Group Internal Audit 
Department.

Bus Éireann confirmed that all monies involved were recovered and returned to the Depart-
ment as school bus ticket revenue, which is credited against the cost of the School Transport 
Scheme.  In line with Bus Éireann’s control procedures, the issue was formally notified to An 
Garda Síochána.

08/10/2013WRH03650Student Grant Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRH03700195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
a higher education grant will be approved by Student Universal Support Ireland in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41835/13]

08/10/2013WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy documentation was received on 19th September and these documents are cur-
rently awaiting review.

08/10/2013WRH03850Oideachas Gaeilge

08/10/2013WRH03900196. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an aon-
taíonn sé gur chóir don Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna soláthair a dhéanamh den tacaíocht 
chuí atá ag teastáil do scoileanna Gaeltachta le leanúint ar aghaidh, lena chinntiú go mbeidh 
oideachas lán-Ghaeilge ar ardchaighdeán ar fáil do dhaltaí scoile Gaeltachta, go háirithe agus 
í luaite mar chuspóir 6 sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge de chuid an Rialtais go gcuirfear 
oideachas lán-Ghaeilge ar ardchaighdeán ar fáil do dhaltaí scoile arb é mian a dtuismitheoirí/
gcaomhnóirí é agus go Leanfar leis an tacaíocht do Ghaelscoileanna ag leibhéal na bunscoile 
agus déanfar forbairt ar sholáthar lán-Ghaeilge ag leibhéal na hiarbhunscoile chun freastal ar 
éileamh de réir mar is gá; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [41848/13]

08/10/2013WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Tá athbhreithniú ar bun ag 
mo Roinn faoi láthair ar an oideachas a chuirtear ar fáil sa Ghaeltacht mar aitheantas don 
chomhthéacs reachtaíochta ina bhfuil na scoileanna Gaeltachta ag feidhmiú agus mar aitheantas 
ar na dúshláin ar leith a ghabhann le hoideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge a sholáthar do pháistí sna 
scoileanna sin. Is é cuspóir an athbhreithnithe a bheidh ar bun ná chun roghanna a aithint i dtaca 
le soláthar oideachais i mbunscoileanna agus in iar-bhunscoileanna Gaeltachta a bhfuil próifílí 
teangeolaíocha éagsúla acu, agus chun ionchais agus polasaí a shoiléiriú maidir le teagasc trí 
Ghaeilge sna scoileanna sin. Díreoidh mo Roinn aird ar ghnéithe maraon leo siúd atá luaite sa 
cheist i rith an athbhreithnithe.

08/10/2013WRJ00150Home Tuition Scheme Provision

08/10/2013WRJ00200197. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will en-
sure that children who were previously in receipt of 20 hours per week home tuition and who 
are now in early intervention units receiving only ten hours tuition will receive the balance of 
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the home tuition hours they are owed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41853/13]

08/10/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the purpose of the Home Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service 
for children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school 
or for children with a special educational need who are awaiting an educational placement and 
also to provide early educational intervention for pre-school children with autism. Pupils in 
early intervention classes for children with autism are therefore not eligible for home tuition.  
These classes whether part of mainstream or special schools operate under the rules for national 
schools and the associated circulars.  Primary Circular 11/95 specifically addresses the length 
of a school day for infant classes.

If a parent, for whatever reason, arranges that their child will only attend school for a portion 
of the school day, the attendance will not be supplemented through the home tuition scheme.  If 
however the Deputy is aware of any school which is in breach of the circular directive he should 
bring the details to the attention my officials.

08/10/2013WRJ00350Student Grant Scheme Administration

08/10/2013WRJ00400198. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in order to 
enable persons to fill out a student grant application form properly, he will introduce a third cat-
egory for mature students who live at home but are not financially dependent on their parents, 
who share bills equally but do not have any bills in their name; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41856/13]

08/10/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A student can complete his/
her grant application online on the SUSI website, which will guide the student through the pro-
cess.  Before completing the application a student should read the Guidance Notes in relation to 
“Category of Applicant”.  This information will enable the student to determine which category 
applies to him/her.

For student grants purposes, students are categorised according to their circumstances either 
as students dependent on parents or a legal guardian, or as independent mature students. A stu-
dent may be assessed as an independent mature student if he/she has attained the age of 23  on  
1st January of the year of first entry to an approved course or of re-entry following a break in 
studies of at least three years and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from the previ-
ous 1 October. Otherwise he/she would continue to be assessed on the basis of his/her parents’ 
income.  There are no plans at present to change the current arrangements.

08/10/2013WRJ00550Literacy and Numeracy Strategy

08/10/2013WRJ00600199. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
being made since the 2011 roll out of the new national literacy and numeracy strategy; if data 
is collected on the number of children leaving school with the necessary literacy and numeracy 
skills; the way success of the strategy is monitored; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41862/13]

08/10/2013WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Over the period since the 
launch of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy in July 2011, there has been significant 
progress under many of the 41 actions and almost 180 sub-actions.
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I have increased the time spent on literacy and numeracy at primary level. Revision of the 
English and Irish curricula is being prioritised in Junior Cycle Reform. Major changes are being 
made to initial teacher training and literacy and numeracy units are now in place in the National 
Teacher Induction Programme. School self-evaluation is being rolled out and I have introduced 
new requirements on standardised testing including the return of aggregate data to my Depart-
ment. A national programme of professional development for primary and second level teachers 
is underway.

The Strategy sets out a range of national improvement targets for literacy and numeracy.  
Implementation of the Strategy, including achievement of the targets, is being monitored by a 
high level implementation advisory group chaired by the Secretary General of my Department.

08/10/2013WRJ00750Home Tuition Scheme Provision

08/10/2013WRJ00800200. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in Dublin 24 has only been provided with five hours of home tuition per 
week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41867/13]

08/10/2013WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the purpose of the Home Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service 
for children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. 
The scheme was extended in recent years to facilitate tuition for children awaiting a suitable 
educational placement and also to provide early educational intervention for pre-school chil-
dren with autism. The allocation of home tuition to the child in question has been appealed by 
his parents and the appeal is currently under consideration by my officials.

08/10/2013WRJ00950Literacy and Numeracy Strategy

08/10/2013WRJ01000201. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the proposed 
spring 2014 standardised tests in literacy and numeracy for second level second year students 
are on schedule to be carried out; and if his Department is confident that these tests, which are 
an integral part of his strategy for literacy and numeracy, will be conducted for English literacy, 
litearthacht sa Ghaeilge, numeracy and Uimhearthacht. [41878/13]

08/10/2013WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Strategy to 
Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011-2020 envisaged that 
standardised tests for English Reading, Irish Reading and Mathematics would be developed. It 
is my intention that these tests will be rolled out to post-primary schools for use in the Spring 
of the school year commencing in September 2015 so as to be aligned with my proposals for 
Junior Cycle Reform.

Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 93.

08/10/2013WRJ01250Special Educational Needs Data

08/10/2013WRJ01300203. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the disabilities that qualify for automatic low-incidence resource hours 
and the number of children currently receiving resource hours for each of these disabilities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41893/13]
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08/10/2013WRJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) recently published comprehensive 
policy advice on Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs in Schools. This policy 
advice is available at www.ncse.ie.

This publication provides details of the disabilities that qualify for low-incidence resource 
hours and also details  the approximate number of number of students for whom low incidence 
resource teaching hours were allocated to schools for the academic year 2012-13.

This table, a copy of which is below, details the allocation by disability category, and shows 
that there were 31,202 pupils in receipt of low incidence resource hours, 21,421 at primary 
level, and 9,781 pupils at post primary level, during the 2012-2013 school year.

As the NCSE have not yet concluded the allocation of resource hours for the current school 
year the information requested by the Deputy for this year is not yet available.  

Table 5: Approximate number of students for whom resource teaching hours (RTHs) 
were allocated to schools for low incidence disabilities for the academic year 2012-13

Category Primary (n) Post-primary (n) Total (n) 
Assessed syndrome 217 63 280 
Autism 4487 2052 6539 
EBD 4143 2643 6786 
Hearing impairment 693 417 1110 
Moderate GLD 524 209 733 
Multiple disabilities 1890 675 2565 
Physical disability 3345 2190 5535 
Severe EBD 862 398 1260 
Severe & profound GLD 34 7 41 
Specific speech and language 
disorder 

4932 912 5844 

Visual impairment 294 215 509 
Total 21,421 9,781 31,202 

08/10/2013WRJ01450Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

08/10/2013WRJ01500204. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the pos-
sible date in October when the funds from the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund will be 
made available for the use of survivors of abuse, many of whom are elderly and sick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [41895/13]

08/10/2013WRJ01600205. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
release of the funds for the survivors of abuse will take place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41896/13]

08/10/2013WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 204 and 205 together.

The Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board (RISF) was established in March to over-
see the use of the cash contributions of up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congrega-
tions, to support the needs of survivors of institutional child abuse. Supports across a range of 
services, including mental health services, health and personal social services, education and 
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housing services will be available.

The RISF has to determine and publish its approved services and the criteria by reference to 
which it will make decisions in respect of applications. I understand that the RISF is working 
on these issues while also progressing the practical arrangements of recruiting staff and estab-
lishing an office.

I am anxious that the Fund is operational as quickly as possible. However, the Deputy will 
appreciate that the Fund must determine its services and criteria at the outset. I am not therefore 
in a position today to specify a date on which the RISF will be operational.

08/10/2013WRJ01750Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRJ01800206. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the contacts his 
Department has made with South Dublin County Council in respect of proposals for the de-
velopment of two new schools on community lands at Firhouse, Dublin 24; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a campaign of opposition to the site chosen is gaining momentum; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41919/13]

08/10/2013WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that my Depart-
ment has been working with the relevant Local Authority for some time in relation to identify-
ing and acquiring land suitable for the delivery of school accommodation for two new schools 
in the area to which the Deputy has referred.  Following a joint assessment of a site, by my 
Department and the local authority, it was deemed suitable for educational development.

My Department has been made aware of local views on the location selected.  The statu-
tory planning process includes opportunities for all stakeholders to make their views on the 
proposed development known to the planning authority and my Department will respond to any 
queries from the planning authority in relation to the proposed development.

Question No. 207 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRJ02050Home Tuition Scheme Provision

08/10/2013WRJ02100208. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 5 will be provided with 20 hours per week home tuition grant with immedi-
ate effect rather than having to wait until 4 November. [41950/13]

08/10/2013WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the purpose of the Home Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service 
for children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. 
The scheme was extended in recent years to facilitate tuition for children awaiting a suitable 
educational placement and also to provide early educational intervention for pre-school chil-
dren with autism.

The allocation of Home Tuition for children with autism aged between 2.5 and 3 years of 
age is 10 hours per week and it increases to a maximum of 20 hours per week on the child’s 3rd 
birthday if a placement is not available in an early intervention class.  The allocation to the child 
referred to by the Deputy will reflect this practice.

08/10/2013WRJ02250Schools Health and Safety Issues
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08/10/2013WRJ02300209. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding 
will be provided for the provision of extra car parking spaces in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41954/13]

08/10/2013WRJ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the 
Deputy have been approved devolved funding to replace prefabs at their school. In recent days 
the school have submitted a further request for capital funding to provide additional car park-
ing spaces on their school site. I wish to advise the Deputy that, in general, individual school 
authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for ensuring the safety and welfare of children 
and others in their care.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of essential additional classroom ac-
commodation to meet increasing demographic requirements,  I am not in a position to give an 
indicative timeframe for progression of the school’s request at this time.

08/10/2013WRJ02450Departmental Programmes

08/10/2013WRJ02500210. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details of any projects or programmes initiated by his Department which were ended 
or abandoned before completion; the costs and duration of each of these projects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41959/13]

08/10/2013WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Over recent years there have 
been a number of school building projects which have encountered delays due to insolvency 
of the main contractor. However, none of these projects were ended or abandoned and all were 
completed or are in the process of being completed. Details in respect of these projects are 
contained in the table.

As most of these projects have yet to close the final account, the final cost in respect of each 
project is not available at this time. 

School Building Projects involving delays related to insolvency events or termination 
of contracts  

2010-2013.

County Roll Number School Name Year in 
which issue 
arose

Current Status (Oct 
2013)

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto Secondary 
School, Granges Road*

2012 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Kildare 17674B SN Aine Naofa, 
Ard Cloc, Straffan 

2012 Contract Terminated. 
Construction completed 
by replacement Contrac-
tor

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, 
Sarsfield Road, 
Dublin 10

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Dun Laoghaire  
Rathdown

70030E Senior College, 
Dún Laoghaire, Eblana 
Avenue, 
Dún Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin 

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor
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County Roll Number School Name Year in 
which issue 
arose

Current Status (Oct 
2013)

Galway City 62970K Coláiste Iognáid SJ 
Bothar na Mara

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane National 
School 

2011 Construction completed 
by replacement Contrac-
tor

Limerick City 64201T Ardscoil Ris, 
North Circular Rd, 
Limerick

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, 
Co Roscommon

2011 Construction completed 
by replacement Contrac-
tor

Wicklow 76099B Wicklow Town 2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Limerick 76093M Scoil Ide agus Iosef Ab-
beyfeale

2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Cork 76090G Bantry CC 2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Cork 20001N Gaelscoil Beanntraí 2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Kildare 91530S Kildare Community 
School

2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Meath 91517D Athboy Community 
School

2011 ***Construction Com-
pleted (Schools PPP 
Bundle 2)

Dublin Fingal 761040 Donabate Community 
College, 
Donabate, 
Co Dublin

2011 **Construction com-
pleted by second party of 
joint venture 

Meath 76103M Coláiste na hInse, Lay-
town

2011 **Construction com-
pleted by second party of 
joint venture

Offaly 17523D SN Cronain Naofa, Dro-
makeenan

2010 Construction completed 
by replacement Contrac-
tor

Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 115.

08/10/2013WRJ02750Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRJ02800212. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the building programme for a school (details supplied); the progress that 
has been made on the planning and design process; when is it expected that building will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41977/13]

08/10/2013WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Responsibility for the deliv-
ery of a new 16 classroom school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to the Office of 
Public Works.
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The project is at the early stages of architectural planning and I understand that the OPW 
is currently liaising with the school authorities to progress the sketch scheme for the school. A 
site survey has been completed and a building survey on the existing historical building is being 
planned.

The school project is included in the 5 Year Construction Programme announced in March 
2012 and is scheduled to commence construction in 2014/2015. Final decisions as to when con-
struction will commence will be dependent on the progress of the project through the various 
stages of design and the local authority planning process.

08/10/2013WRJ02950School Accommodation

08/10/2013WRJ03000213. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
extra classrooms that will be provided for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; when 
the project go to tender and build; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41978/13]

08/10/2013WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On 27th June 2013 the school 
referred to by the Deputy was approved a devolved grant under the Department’s Additional 
Accommodation Scheme for the provision of 3 x 80m2 Mainstream Classrooms.  I understand 
that the school authority has also decided to funding the provision of further additional accom-
modation as part of the project.

A devolved project allows individual school authorities the means to address their accom-
modation and building priorities with a guaranteed amount of funding and gives them day to 
day control of their building project. It is a central tenet of the devolved schemes that respon-
sibility for the management of a project, including cost control, the timing of tendering and 
construction rests with the school authority.

08/10/2013WRJ03150Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRJ03200214. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on the school building programme for schools (details supplied); the progress 
that has been made to date; when the extra accommodation be ready; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41979/13]

08/10/2013WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has reached an advanced stage of Architectural Planning, Stage 2(b), which includes 
securing Planning Permission, Fire certificate, Disability Access Certificate and the preparation 
of tender documents. The detailed design stages of the project have been completed.

The application for planning permission is expected to be submitted in the coming weeks. 
Once the statutory approvals are secured, the project will then proceed to tender and construc-
tion stages. However, as planning permission has yet to be secured it is not possible at this time 
to provide a definitive timeframe for the completion of the construction phase of the project.

08/10/2013WRJ03350Third Level Participation

08/10/2013WRJ03400215. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will en-
sure that any decisions made in relation to third level education in budget 2014 will protect 
equality of opportunity; that financially vulnerable students will be adequately supported; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [41980/13]

08/10/2013WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the reality of our economic situation presents significant challenges that have to be reconciled 
with limitations on public resources. This is a very stark reality, which, unfortunately, means 
that changes to any public service, including the student grant scheme, cannot be ruled out.

I empathise with students and I am very conscious of the fundamental role played by the 
student grant scheme in supporting families who are putting their children through further and 
higher education. However, the state of the public finances is such that tough decisions had to 
be made to control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run.

For this reason it is the responsibility of Government to take into consideration all areas of 
public services when formulating Budget 2014. Ultimately, our budgetary decisions now will 
play a major part in creating a sustainable economy and in regaining our economic indepen-
dence. As the Deputy will be aware all proposals made in relation to education expenditure 
including changes to student grants will be considered in the context of the Budget 2014.

    Question No. 216 answered with Question No. 95.

08/10/2013WRK00250Student Grant Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRK00300217. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
and award a top up student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42058/13]

08/10/2013WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI on 
3rd October and the student will be notified directly by SUSI of the outcome.

Where an appeal is turned down in writing by SUSI and the applicant remains of the view 
that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his or her case, an appeal form outlining 
the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form is available to download from www.studentfinance.ie.

08/10/2013WRK00450Redundancy Payments

08/10/2013WRK00500218. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24 has not been awarded their full redundancy despite the relevant 
forms being submitted on time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42070/13]

08/10/2013WRK00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The redundancy arrange-
ments for Special Needs Assistants were agreed at a national level in 2006.  The details and the 
rules in relation to these arrangements are outlined in my Department’s Circular 58/2006.  The 
deadline for receipt of applications for redundancy under this Circular is 52 weeks from the date 
of termination of the SNA’s post.

The post referred to by the Deputy was lost from the school’s allocation of SNA resources 
at the end of the 2008/2009 school year.  As a result, the SNA’s post was terminated with ef-
fect from 31st August 2009.  An application for a redundancy payment was received by my 
Department on Monday 6th September 2010.  The application was refused on the basis that it 
was received later than 52 weeks after the date that the employment was terminated.  A letter 
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of refusal was issued directly to the SNA referred to by the Deputy on the same day, i.e. 6th 
September 2010.

Following correspondence from both the SNA and the Board of Management of the school 
in September 2013 in relation to this decision, an official of my Department has been in contact 
with both parties and is awaiting clarification from the SNA in order that a decision can be made 
as to whether the SNA has an entitlement to a statutory redundancy payment calculated under 
the terms of the Redundancy Payments Acts.

08/10/2013WRK00650Student Grant Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRK00700219. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
and award a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42079/13]

08/10/2013WRK00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student 
referred to by the Deputy was received by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board. The 
Appeals Board have requested SUSI to review the application. SUSI will issue notification di-
rectly to the student once the review is complete.

08/10/2013WRK00850School Staffing

08/10/2013WRK00900220. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools who sought additional help hours in the delivery of the requirements of section 
9(c) of the Education Act in the past 12 months; the number his Department approved; and the 
total numbers of hours allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42083/13]

08/10/2013WRK01000247. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
specify the change in the number of guidance hours delivered by guidance counsellors (details 
supplied) across all recognised second level schools and colleges of further education for the 
academic year 2012-2013, in contrast to the returns from the previous year.  [42426/13]

08/10/2013WRK01100248. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills with re-
spect to the returns from all schools in 2012-13, the number of schools that submitted a return 
where the teacher did not hold a recognised qualification in guidance and counselling and was 
timetabled to deliver a guidance counselling programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42427/13]

08/10/2013WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 220, 247 and 248 together.

Guidance is a whole school activity and it does not just involve the guidance counsellor. 
Under existing arrangements each school develops a school guidance plan as a means of sup-
porting the needs of its students.

Since September 2012 guidance provision is now being organised by school management 
from within the staffing schedule allocation. In this way principals have discretion to balance 
guidance needs with the pressures to provide subject choice. A framework document was pub-
lished jointly by the Post Primary Management bodies and the NAPD (National Association of 
Principals & Deputies) in September, 2012 to provide guidance for school management in the 
allocation of teaching hours to guidance counselling in post-primary schools in the context of 
the decision in Budget 2012 to withdraw the provision of ex-quota guidance hours to schools. 
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This should be of assistance to schools in terms of how they maximise guidance provision.

My Department helped shelter the impact for DEIS post-primary schools by improving their 
standard staffing allocations. All 195 second-level school in DEIS have been given targeted 
support by a more favourable staffing schedule of 18.25:1. This is a 0.75 point reduction com-
pared to the existing PTR of 19:1 that applies in non fee-paying second-level schools (23:1 in 
fee-charging schools). 

My Department also has existing arrangements in place for providing short-term support 
to schools that are dealing with particularly acute incidents that arise due to tragic accidents, 
bereavements, etc. Five schools were supported in this manner in the 2012/13 school year.

Questions Nos. 221 to 223, inclusive, answered with Question No. 188.

08/10/2013WRK01350Education Expenditure

08/10/2013WRK01400224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost to his Department of providing a primary education to a child from junior infants to sixth 
class; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42115/13]

08/10/2013WRK01500225. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost to his Department of providing post-primary education to a child from first year to sixth 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42116/13]

08/10/2013WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 224 and 225 together.

Based on Gross Current Expenditure for my Department for 2012, the estimated Unit Costs 
of a student attending First-Level Education is €6,272 per annum, while the cost of a student 
attending Second-Level and Further Education is €8,735 per annum.

08/10/2013WRK01650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

08/10/2013WRK01700226. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a submis-
sion (details supplied) and the actions he has taken since the meeting of 25 June 2013 regarding 
the issues; if he has had any or is planning any further meetings with the group or any such 
group; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42154/13]

08/10/2013WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I met with representatives of the group referred to by him in his question on 25th June, 
2013.  At that meeting it was clarified that pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream 
schools may receive additional teaching support in primary schools, either under the terms of 
the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psycho-
logical assessment places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/high incidence dis-
ability category, or through an allocation of individual additional resource teaching hours which 
are allocated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as 
being within the low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circu-
lar Sp Ed 02/05.

It was also explained that pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the 
category of mild general learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learn-
ing difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability. 
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The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities. 

My Department requested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down syndrome 
should be reclassified as a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cog-
nitive ability, in the context of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational 
system supports children with special educational needs in schools. 

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category. 

The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term, pupils with Down syndrome pupils 
who are in the Mild General Learning Difficulty (Mild GLD) category should continue to be 
supported by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other pupils with a Mild 
GLD. 

The NCSE policy advice did not recommend that an exception should be made for children 
with Down syndrome who are in the mild general learning difficulty range, over other children 
who are in the mild range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.

However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabili-
ties, including children with Down Syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process. In the 
meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted 
to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their needs. 

The NCSE has established a Working Group to develop a proposal for consideration for a 
new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the principal recommendations of 
the report.  

Following our meeting of 25th June, 2013, I wrote to the group concerned on 29th July, 
2013 to set out my Departments position in this regard and to reiterate that the NCSE considers 
that the concerns raised in relation to this issue can be addressed via the development of a new 
allocation model which will take into account children’s individual learning needs, as opposed 
to diagnosis. 

08/10/2013WRK01850Site Acquisitions

08/10/2013WRK01900227. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the development of a new school (details supplied) in County Meath; if 
a site has been identified and secured; and the outstanding issues which present.  [42164/13]

08/10/2013WRK02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that my De-
partment has been working closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying 
and acquiring a suitable site for the school to which the Deputy has referred. A suitable site has 
been identified and negotiations on its acquisition are ongoing. Due to commercial sensitivities 
attaching to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on this matter 
at this time.
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08/10/2013WRK02050School Discipline

08/10/2013WRK02100228. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to an incident in respect of a child (details supplied) being formally suspended ini-
tially for three days subsequently followed by a ten day extension of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42260/13]

08/10/2013WRK02200229. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current guide-
lines set out by Department with regard to suspension of special needs children arising from 
alleged incidents within a school facility; the guidelines that exist for the withdrawal of school 
services for a special needs child; the alternative or supports that will be put in place by the 
Department during this period; if formal guidelines are in place setting out how school should 
interact with parents/guardians in such instances. [42261/13]

08/10/2013WRK02300230. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide in 
detail the procedures in place to determine whether a child’s needs (details supplied) in County 
Louth are currently being met within the current school attended; if the current school cannot 
meet these needs, to whom does responsibility fall to provide alternative arrangements; if he 
will outline if such situations are under the remit of a multi disciplinary team and if so which 
Departments would be involved. [42262/13]

08/10/2013WRK02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 228 to 230, inclusive, together.

I wish to firstly advise the Deputy that my Department provides for a continuum of special 
educational provision to be made available for children with special educational needs, so that 
regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for them. My 
Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which have en-
rolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is enrolled, 
s/he will have access to an appropriate education. 

These supports include an allocation of additional teaching support as well as additional 
resource teaching and Special Needs Assistant (SNA) care supports which may be allocated to 
schools by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) in respect of qualifying pupils. 

Some children may be fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching 
or care supports. Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/
or care assistance. In respect of children who cannot be accommodated in mainstream educa-
tion, they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and sup-
portive interventions are provided. 

The extent of supports required for any child in a particular class setting or school will de-
pend on their disability categorisation and the extent of care needs that they may have. As such, 
schools have access to a full range of supports to facilitate the enrolment of pupils with special 
educational needs. 

I wish to explain also that the Board of Management of each school, including Special 
Schools, is required to prepare a code of behaviour in accordance with Section 23 of the Educa-
tion (Welfare) Act 2000. 

To assist schools in formulating such a code, the National Educational Welfare Board 
(NEWB) has developed guidelines for schools on Codes of Behaviour.  The Act also requires 
that a school Code of Behaviour shall specify the standards of behaviour that shall be observed 
by each student attending the school, the measures that may be taken when a student fails or 
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refuses to observe those standards and the procedures to be followed before a student may be 
suspended or expelled from the school concerned. 

Schools may also seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Service 
(NEPS) psychologist, from their NCSE Special Educational Needs Organiser, or from the Na-
tional Behavioural Support Services, as to how children with behavioural needs can best be 
supported in schools. 

My Department also recently published new Guidelines for Schools on Supporting Students 
with Behavioural, Emotional, and Social difficulties, which are available on my Departments 
website at www.education.ie. 

In circumstances where a child has been suspended or expelled, Section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the Secretary General of my 
Department, or in the case of a Educational Training Board (ETB) school to the ETB in the first 
instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person acting on behalf of the Board, 
refuses to enrol a student in a school,  expels a student or suspends a student for 20 or more days 
in any school year.  In such circumstances the parent of the child concerned may lodge a Section 
29 appeal against the decision of the school to expel or suspend and to have this case heard by 
an independent appeal panel. 

Finally, I can advise that the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory 
agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child. The NEWB may offer assistance and advice on securing a school placement if nec-
essary. The contact details for the NEWB is National Educational Welfare Board, 16-22 Green 
Street, Dublin 7, phone number  01-8738700.

08/10/2013WRK02450National Internship Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRK02500231. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he supports graduated 
teachers awaiting suitable employment availing of opportunities to teach in classrooms under 
the JobBridge scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42268/13]

08/10/2013WRK02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): JobBridge is a National In-
ternship Scheme that provides work experience placements for interns for a 6 or 9 month pe-
riod. The aim of the National Internship Scheme is to assist in breaking the cycle where job-
seekers are unable to get a job without experience, either as new entrants to the labour market 
after education or training or as unemployed workers wishing to learn new skills.

The scheme also gives people a real opportunity to gain valuable experience to bridge the 
gap between study and the beginning of their working lives. A person is eligible to apply if he or 
she is on the live register and has been in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance/Benefit or has been 
signing on for credits for at least 3 months.

The scheme may provide a newly qualified teacher with the opportunity to gain experience 
in an existing class in order to allow him or her to undergo the probation process and so become 
fully registered with the Teaching Council.

08/10/2013WRK02650National Internship Scheme Numbers

08/10/2013WRK02700232. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of qualified 
teachers working in Irish schools this year under the JobBridge scheme; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [42269/13]

08/10/2013WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The number of qualified 
teachers working in Irish schools this year under the JobBridge scheme is not known to my De-
partment. The JobBridge scheme is administered by the Department of Social Protection.  Par-
ticipants are not paid on the Department or ETB teacher payrolls. Participants receive, through 
the Department of Social Protection, a single allowance consisting of €50 per week on top of 
their equivalent existing social welfare entitlements.Circular 46/2011 sets limits on  the number 
of internships in schools and ETBs. 

The maximum number of internships a school or VEC can offer at any one time is depen-
dent on their number of full time employees:

Number of Full Time Employees - Number of Internships

1-10 employees                            -  1 Place

11-20 employees                          -  2 Places

21-30 employees                          -  3 Places

30 + employees - 20% of workforce to a maximum of 200 internships whichever is the 
smaller.

08/10/2013WRK02850National Internship Scheme Placements

08/10/2013WRK02900233. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has had any dis-
cussions with the Irish National Teachers Organisation regarding their opposition to graduate 
teachers working in Irish primary schools under the JobBridge scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42270/13]

08/10/2013WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Circular 46/2011 JobBridge 
National Internship Scheme outlines the JobBridge scheme as it applies in recognised schools. 
The circular was agreed with the staff and management partners including the INTO prior to its 
publication in October 2011.

08/10/2013WRK03050State Examinations Commission

08/10/2013WRK03100234. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the 2013 UK A level examination results were notified to students 
within 24 hours of the 2013 leaving certificate examination results being notified to students; 
that all rechecks in the UK were completed by the end of August 2013; if he will explain the 
reason for the delay in the rechecks for students of the leaving certificate which had still not 
been issued one month later; if he will explain when the 2013 rechecks will be notified to stu-
dents who sat the leaving certificate; if he will further explain the reason it takes more than 
twice the length of time as in the UK to complete rechecks; the steps he will take to prevent such 
delays in future as it is affecting students and college places; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42275/13]

08/10/2013WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
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direct reply to you.

08/10/2013WRL00125State Examinations Issues

08/10/2013WRL00200235. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
list the various reasonable accommodation options for students with special educational needs 
sitting the State examinations; if he will clarify which of the accommodations carry the asterisk 
reference on the leaving certificate and which may be provided to students without having an 
asterisk reference on the certificate; if he will clarify if there is such an accommodation as ad-
ditional writing time for certain students with special needs as distinct from additional rest time; 
if he will further clarify the specific nature of the educational difficulties that would qualify for 
this additional time in the State leaving certificate examination; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42276/13]

08/10/2013WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 91.

08/10/2013WRL00450Educational Disadvantage

08/10/2013WRL00500237. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that children of overseas families placed in Ireland, who 
have no English language skills whatsoever, are being placed in schools with no language sup-
port teachers, in classes of between 30 and 35; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38772/13]

08/10/2013WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since September 2012 the 
combined resources available for learning support (General Allocation Model) and language 
support (EAL) have been merged into a single simplified allocation process.  Schools have au-
tonomy on how to deploy the resource between language support and learning support depend-
ing on their specific needs.  The new single allocation for the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
and language support (EAL) is based on the number of classroom teaching posts in each school 
in the previous school year.  The new arrangements since September 2012 also provide for over 
370 additional permanent teaching posts to be given to schools with high concentration of pu-
pils that require language support (EAL).

The arrangements for the current school year are set out in Department Circular 0013/2013 
which is available on the Department website.  The full list of all the relevant schools are in-
cluded as part of Circular 0013/2013.  In addition, the staffing appeal process at primary level 
includes the provision whereby schools with high concentration of pupils requiring English 
as an additional language (EAL) can apply for additional temporary language support posts.  
These EAL allocations are made on the basis of appeals by schools to the Primary Staffing Ap-
peals Board.  Details of the appeals process for the 2013/14 school year are also available in 
Circular 0013/2013 referred to above.

08/10/2013WRL00650Cónascadh Comhlachtaí
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08/10/2013WRL00700238. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Sandra McLellan den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an ndé-
anfaidh sé ráiteas maidir le todhchaí COGG; cén tionchar a bhí ag cinneadh an Aire COGG a 
thabhairt faoi bhráid CNCM; cé na himpleachtaí a bheidh ag an gcinneadh sin i dtaca leis an 
Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus an bhfuiltear fós chun dul chun cinn leis an gcinneadh; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [38490/13]

08/10/2013WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Tá mo chinneadh polasaí dé-
anta agam COGG agus an CNCM a chomhshuí. Chuir mé an Chomh-aireacht ar an eolas faoi 
seo agus phléigh mé go hiomlán leo é an tSamhain seo caite. Táim cinnte gur fearr a n-éascófar 
le feidhmiú mholtaí na straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, de bharr iad a bheith 
comhshuite, agus, ina theannta sin, le feidhmiú Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012, agus leis an leasú 
curaclach atá ar siúl faoi láthair ar an mbunoideachas agus ar an iar-bhunoideachas.

Beidh tuilleadh deiseanna ann chun sinéirge a chur ar siúl idir obair na CNCM de réir mar a 
fhorbraíonn sí curaclaim agus obair COGG de réir mar a ghineann sé acmhainní. Tá a Bord, a 
buiséad agus a lucht foirne féin ag COGG.

08/10/2013WRL00850Bullying of Children

08/10/2013WRL00900239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he has identified means of deterring bullying inside or outside the classroom with par-
ticular reference to social media and the Internet; the extent to which the welfare of children 
and young adults can be protected against such activity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38729/13]

08/10/2013WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that I recently published new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post primary schools.  
These new procedures have been developed following consultation with the relevant education 
partners and replace guidelines that were issued to schools in 1993.  The procedures are de-
signed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school personnel in preventing 
and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils.  They place a strong focus 
on education and prevention strategies to deal with bullying behaviour including, in particular, 
cyberbullying and identity based bullying such as homophobic and transphobic bullying.  The 
procedures make clear that the focus of any prevention and education awareness measures in 
schools about cyber-bullying should be on educating pupils on how to stay safe while on-line 
and also on developing a culture of reporting any concerns about cyber-bullying.

The procedures also recognise that parents and pupils have a role and responsibility in help-
ing the school to prevent and address school-based bullying behaviour and to deal with any 
negative impact within school of bullying behaviour that occurs elsewhere.  The new proce-
dures represent the conclusion of just one of the 12 essential actions set out in the Action Plan 
on Bullying published earlier this year.  Other actions, including awareness raising campaigns 
in relation to cyberbullying and homophobic bullying, are already underway.  My officials have 
also met with Facebook to see how we can collaborate to help schools to deal with incidents 
which arise.  Facebook is now working with the second level school management bodies and 
a new escalation channel has been put in place for second level schools.  It is also important to 
recognise that use of the internet and cyber-bullying is a wider societal issue and schools cannot 
solve all the ills of the world.  Everyone, including parents, pupils and wider society, has a role 
to play in preventing and tackling cyber-bullying.

08/10/2013WRL01050School Accommodation
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08/10/2013WRL01100240. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the negotiations to conclude the acquisition of a site for the 1,000-pupil secondary 
school planned to serve the wider Stepaside-Leopardstown area, Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42293/13]

08/10/2013WRL01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has sought the assistance of, and is working closely with, Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for a proposed 
post primary school in the Stepaside-Leopardstown area.  Due to commercial sensitivities at-
taching to site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to comment further on the matter at this 
time.

08/10/2013WRL01250School Accommodation

08/10/2013WRL01300241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding future building plans for primary schools (details supplied) in County Cork; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the proposal to consolidate all classes from both schools on to the one 
site; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42320/13]

08/10/2013WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department approved funding to the primary schools to which he refers under the Pre-
fab Replacement Scheme in 2012.  The school authorities subsequently submitted an alterna-
tive proposal that included consolidating accommodation on to a single site.  My officials have 
met with both schools to discuss their proposal.  Further clarifications in relation to the schools 
proposals is being sought and when this information is received, the matter can be progressed.

08/10/2013WRL01450School Accommodation

08/10/2013WRL01500242. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
updated report on the efforts to deal with the future accommodation needs of a school (details 
supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42341/13]

08/10/2013WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is aware of the accommodation needs of the school in question.

My Department has been working with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identify-
ing and acquiring a suitable site for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school.  
I can confirm to the Deputy that a suitable site has been identified.  Due to commercial sensi-
tivities attaching to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on the 
matter at this time.  However, once the site has been acquired, the provision of a new school 
building will be considered in the context of the capital budget available to my Department for 
school buildings generally.  My officials will be in further contact with the school authority as 
soon as a further update is available.

08/10/2013WRL01650Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

08/10/2013WRL01700243. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Westmeath who appealed a decision by Student Universal 
Support Ireland in relation to the refusal of their application for a student grant has not yet been 
informed of the decision of the review despite numerous contacts with SUSI notwithstanding 
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that the result of same has been furnished to a third party; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42348/13]

08/10/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred to 
by the Deputy the original decision of the awarding authority was upheld on appeal by the SUSI 
appeals officer.  Where an appeal is turned down in writing by SUSI and the applicant remains 
of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his or her case, an appeal form 
outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Ap-
peals Board.  The relevant appeal form is available to download from www.studentfinance.ie.

08/10/2013WRL01850School Staffing

08/10/2013WRL01900244. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
teaching resources in place for the current school year at a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; the expected level of teaching resources for the 2014-15 school year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [42362/13]

08/10/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the 2013-2014 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule (Cir-
cular 0013/2013) which is available on the Department website.  The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for 
the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2012.  The enrolment tables 
for the operation of the staffing schedule for the 2013-2014 school year are listed at Appendix 
A of the Staffing Schedule.  This enables schools to check their mainstream staffing levels for 
the 2013/2014 school year.  The Staffing Schedule also provides information on Resource base 
posts, EAL posts and GAM/EAL (General Allocation Model and Language Support) for the 
2013/2014 school year.  The allocation for all schools is listed in Appendix C of the Staffing 
Schedule.  The staffing process for the 2014/15 school year will be initiated early in 2014 and 
all schools will be notified when the Staffing Schedule for the 2014-15 school year is published.

08/10/2013WRL02050Higher Education Institutions Issues

08/10/2013WRL02100245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
clarification on the future of the Killybegs school of tourism; if his attention has been drawn 
to the contents of the financial plan provided by LYIT to the Higher Education Authority; if he 
has considered the options presented under the plan regarding the Killybegs school of tourism; 
his plans to make moneys available in order to retain the school of tourism in Killybegs; if his 
attention has been drawn to the impact the removal the school of tourism will have on the com-
munity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42389/13]

08/10/2013WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Tourism College, Killybegs is a school of Letterkenny Institute of Technology (LYIT) which 
is an autonomous statutory body.  The management of the College is the responsibility of the 
Governing Body and the President of LYIT.  I am aware that the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) is in discussions with LYIT in relation to a financial plan which the Institute has sub-
mitted to the HEA and I understand these discussions are on-going.  No formal proposals have 
been made by the HEA to my Department in relation to this matter and I am therefore not in a 
position to comment on the matter.  My Department allocates recurrent funding to the HEA for 
direct disbursement to the HEA institutions, including LYIT.  It is then a matter for the institu-
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tion to determine how this funding is allocated internally, including funding provided by LYIT 
to the Tourism College, Killybegs.

08/10/2013WRL02250Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRL02300246. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding the development of a new school (details supplied) in County Louth.  [42424/13]

08/10/2013WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.

Planning Permission has been granted and applications for Fire Certification and Disability 
Access Certification (DAC) are ongoing.  Once the necessary statutory approvals have been 
secured the design team will complete the preparation of tender documents and the pre-qualifi-
cation of contractors for the project.  The project will then proceed to tender stage.

Questions Nos. 247 and 248 answered with Question No. 220.

Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 91.

08/10/2013WRL02750Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRL02800250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which he expects the school building programme to advance in the coming year with particular 
reference to the total number of new school places likely to be provided at primary and second-
ary level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42448/13]

08/10/2013WRL02900257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in respect of the school building programme, at primary and second level throughout 
County Kildare; the targets that have already been achieved and those outstanding; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42455/13]

08/10/2013WRL03000263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which the primary and second school building programme in County Kildare has advanced in 
each of the past three years to date with particular reference to the building of new schools, the 
replacement of existing school and his future plans regarding same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42461/13]

08/10/2013WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 250, 257 and 263 together.  

The current status of all projects on the school building programme, including those for 
County Kildare, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie which is 
updated regularly throughout the year.  The Deputy will be aware that the 5 year School In-
vestment Plan announced in March 2012, provides for a €2 billion school capital investment 
programme, of which over €1.5 billion is being allocated to the funding of major school build-
ing projects, with the balance needed for the additional accommodation scheme, the prefab 
replacement initiative, the Emergency Works Scheme and the acquisition of sites.  The Plan 
outlines the major school projects that are planned to proceed to construction over the duration 
of the Plan.  The primary aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting demo-
graphic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and that 
our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  The plan will provide 
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over 100,000 permanent school places, of which over 80,000 will be new school places.

Further to the Five Year Plan, my Department is committed to publishing a detailed annual 
programme in relation to individual major school projects commencing construction.  In De-
cember 2011, details of 56 major school building projects to commence construction in 2012, 
the first year of the Plan, were published.  In December 2012, details of 50 major school build-
ing projects were announced to commence construction in 2013, the second year of the Plan.  
Details of the building projects to commence construction in 2014 will be announced later on 
this year.

The Deputy will also be aware of the biggest initiative ever undertaken to reduce the reli-
ance on rented prefabs in schools.  Under the Prefab Replacement initiative 2012 (Phase 1), 
my Department provided funding of in excess of €42 million for the replacement of over 458 
prefab units in 170 schools with permanent accommodation.  A further €15 million has been 
allocated under Phase II of the Prefab Replacement Initiative, that was announced in June this 
year, for the replacement of over 115 prefab units in 46 schools.  This funding will be used to 
replace prefabs with permanent classroom and resource rooms accommodation.  A total of eight 
schools in County Kildare will benefit from this initiative.

Also in June this year, the allocation of further funding as part of the Government’s “invest-
ing in Infrastructure & Jobs” package, will enable a further 28 school projects to be progressed 
to construction.  This investment will enable 18 primary schools, including a school in County 
Kildare, and 10 post-primary schools to be replaced or refurbished with state of the art class-
rooms and facilities for over 12,000 students.  Details of all school capital works that have been 
funded by my Department may be viewed on my Department website and this is updated on a 
regular basis.

For the Deputy’s convenience, a list of the major new schools/extension projects that were 
completed in County Kildare, between 2010 and to date in 2013 is outlined as follows.

Major school building projects in County Kildare completed from 2010 to date in 2013

Year School Name Roll No. Project
2013 Scoil Phadraig, 

Ballylinan, 
Athy

17064U New 12 classroom school

2013 SN Aine Naofa, 
Ard Cloc, 
Straffan

17674B New 16 classroom school 
+ 4 special education 
tuition rooms

2013 Scoil Bhride NS, 
Rathangan

18018S 12 classroom extension, 
ancillary accommodation 
and refurbishment works.

2012 Sc Uí Fhiach, 
Maynooth

20058T  New 16 classroom school 

2012 Scoil Brid, Naas 20114D 8 classroom extension 
and 4 special education 
tuition rooms 

2012 Meánscoil Iognáid Ris, 
Naas

61710C Extension/refurbishment

2011 Scoil Phadraig Naofa, 
Athy

16705E New 26 classroom school
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Year School Name Roll No. Project
2011 Scoil Bhride NS, 

Kill
17662R New 32 classroom school 

2011 Athy Model NS 06209J General Purpose Room 
2011 Scoil Choca Naofa, 

Kilcock, 
11976K 11 classroom exten-

sion, G.P. room, ancil-
lary accommodation and 
refurbishment of existing 
accommodation

2011 Caragh NS, Naas 18654A 15 classroom extension, 
GP room and ancillary 
accommodation

2011 Scoil Áth Í, 
Athy 

20192A General Purpose Room 

2011 Scoil na Naomh Uilig, 
Rickardstown, 
Newbridge (Phase II)

20271T 12 classroom extension

2010 Scoil Bhride, Nurney 16345A New 8 classroom school
2010 Scoil na Naomh Uilig, 

Rickardstown, 
Newbridge (Phase 1)

20271T New 16 classroom school 

2010 Presentation Convent, 
Maynooth

00779U 8 classroom extension

2010 Scoil Bhride, 
Athgarvan

13350B 4 classroom extension, 
GP room & associated 
works

2010 Athy Community  College 70650L New school, PE Hall & 
Autistic Unit

08/10/2013WRL03150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

08/10/2013WRL03200251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to ensure the provision of the maximum number of special 
needs school places in the coming year, notwithstanding budgetary constraints which he inher-
ited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42449/13]

08/10/2013WRL03300252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be able to meet the demand in respect of special needs classes in all schools 
throughout the country in both rural and urban areas in the current year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42450/13]

08/10/2013WRL03400253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he intends to provide for the maximum number of special needs teachers throughout the 
educational sector with particular reference to meeting emerging demands; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42451/13]

08/10/2013WRL03500255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which he expects to be able to respond positively to meeting the needs of the various school 
authorities at primary and second level throughout the country in respect of special needs teach-
ers and required school places in each of the next two years; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [42453/13]

08/10/2013WRL03600258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to meet the special needs class requirements at primary and 
second level throughout County Kildare in the coming year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42456/13]

08/10/2013WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 251 to 253, inclusive, 255 and 258 together.

The Deputy will be aware that this Government is committed to the protection of front-line 
services for pupils with special educational needs.  The level of resources devoted to support-
ing children with Special Educational Needs has been maintained at €1.3 billion this year.  This 
includes provision for 10,575 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs), over 10,300 Learning Support 
and Resource Teachers, provision for over 740 Special Classes attached to mainstream schools 
at reduced pupil teacher ratios, enhanced capitation for special schools and special classes and 
provision for assistive technology support.

The level of investment being provided will ensure that provision can continue to be made 
to provide for the educational requirements of children with special educational needs, enrolled 
in all schools, to ensure that children with special educational needs can continue to have ac-
cess to educational facilities in line with their requirements.  The policy of my Department is 
that children with special educational needs should be included in mainstream placements with 
additional supports provided.  All schools and all school places are therefore available for chil-
dren with special educational needs to be enrolled to. Supports will continue to be allocated to 
schools to support pupils with special educational needs.

SNA support will continue to be allocated to schools to ensure that all children who qualify 
for access to SNA support for the current school year will receive access to such support.  To 
date the NCSE has allocated 10,480 SNA posts to schools.  The remaining posts are available 
for allocation throughout the school year for new assessments of disability, new entrants, or 
emergency or late applications, in accordance with the terms of the SNA scheme.  Additional 
resource teaching support will continue to be allocated to schools. In line with my decision in 
June to authorise the NCSE to maintain the level of resource teaching allocations to be provided 
for students with special educational needs for the current school year to the 2012/13 levels, 
5,284 whole time equivalent resource teaching posts have been allocated to schools at this 
point. Further resource teaching posts will be allocated when the NCSE has processed applica-
tions received to 20th September, 2013.

In circumstances where children with special educational need require more specialised in-
terventions, special school or special class places are also available.  Some 740 Special Classes 
are being provided for mainstream schools for the current school year.  This includes 118 new 
special classes which have been opened this year.  The provision that is being made for special 
educational needs support will ensure that special needs class requirements at primary and sec-
ond level, including in County Kildare, can continue to be fully met this school year.

08/10/2013WRM00150School Accommodation

08/10/2013WRM00200254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of temporary or prefabricated school buildings at primary and second level currently 
in use and likely to be replaced in the next two years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [42452/13]
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08/10/2013WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A list of Primary and Post 
Primary Schools currently renting temporary accommodation on a county by county basis, is at-
tached for the Deputy’s attention. Schools that are included on my Department’s 5 Year Capital 
Programme, Public Private Partnership (PPP) Programme and Prefabs Replacement Initiatives 
are highlighted as these will have their temporary accommodation replaced with permanent 
buildings. Please note that one prefab unit may consist of one or more classrooms and/or ancil-
lary accommodation.

Historical information in relation to schools operating in purchased prefabs is not readily 
available.

Primary and Post Primary Schools renting Temporary Accommodation - October 2013 
  
Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

04077I* St Brigids NS Carlow Pre-fab
11135K St Mary’s NS Carlow Pre-fab
16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Carlow Pre-fab

St Phadraig Naofa Carlow Pre-fab
17514C Clonegal NS Carlow Pre-fab
17994T* SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow Pre-fab

SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow Pre-fab
18424G St Joseph’s NS Carlow Building
20295K** Carlow Educate Tog Carlow Land

Carlow Educate Tog Carlow Building
20370V Saplings School Carlow Pre-fab

Saplings School Carlow Building
08453H* Crubany NS Cavan Pre-fab

Crubany NS Cavan Pre-fab
08490N St Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab

St. Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab
St. Clare’s PS Cavan Pre-fab

16057S Convent of Mercy NS Cavan Pre-fab
Convent of Mercy NS Cavan Pre-fab

16083T St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Mary’s NS Cavan Pre-fab

16959M Curravagh NS Cavan Pre-fab
17326B* St Felim’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
18857O** Carrigabruise NS Cavan Pre-fab
19439B Holy Family NS Cavan Building
19608V St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab
St Kilian’s NS Cavan Pre-fab

19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig Cavan Pre-fab
20026G GS Bhreifne Cavan Building+Land
04919H* St John’s NS Clare Pre-fab

St John’s NS Clare Pre-fab
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach Clare Pre-fab
15301V* Kildysart NS Clare Pre-fab

Kildysart NS Clare Pre-fab
16186G* Inch NS Clare Pre-fab
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  Senior School Clare Pre-fab

CBS Bunscoil Inis  Senior School Clare Pre-fab
CBS Bunscoil Inis  Senior School Clare Pre-fab
CBS Bunscoil Inis  Senior School Clare Pre-fab
CBS Bunscoil Inis  Senior School Clare Pre-fab

16908S Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab
Sixmilebridge NS Clare Pre-fab

16946D* Parteen NS Clare Pre-fab
Parteen NS Clare Pre-fab

17583V** Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab
Knockanean NS Clare Pre-fab

17801F Scoil na Maighdine Muire Clare Pre-fab
18639E* Ballynacally NS Clare Pre-fab
19849U GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab

GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab
GS Donncha Rua Clare Pre-fab

19999Q GS Uí Choimín Clare Building
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS Clare Pre-fab
20086B** Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab

Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Pre-fab
Ennis Educate Together NS Clare Land

20245S Ennistymon National School Clare Pre-fab
Ennistymon National School Clare Pre-fab
Ennistymon National School Clare Pre-fab
Ennistymon National School Clare Pre-fab

20312H Raheen Wood Steiner NS Clare Building
Raheen Wood Steiner NS Clare Building

20313J Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
Mol an Oige NS Clare Land
Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab
Mol an Oige NS Clare Pre-fab

01272O Glandore NS Cork Pre-fab
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Cork Pre-fab
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Cork Pre-fab
07242M Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab

Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab
Cloghroe NS Cork Pre-fab

10047I Macroom  Convent NS       (St Jo-
seph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

Macroom  Convent NS       (St Jo-
seph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

Macroom  Convent NS       (St Jo-
seph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

Macroom  Convent NS       (St Jo-
seph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

Macroom  Convent NS       (St Jo-
seph’s)

Cork Pre-fab

10724B South Abbey NS Cork Building
South Abbey NS cork Building

11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Cork Pre-fab
Whitegate Mixed NS Cork Pre-fab

12004A Mallon No1 NS Cork Pre-fab
12041G* St. John the Baptist, Midleton NS Cork Pre-fab
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St. John the Baptist, Midleton NS Cork Pre-fab
12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork Pre-fab
12473M Scoil Mhuire na nGrós (Greenmount 

Monastery NS)
Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire na nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire na nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire na nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire na nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork Pre-fab

13234W** Cloughduv NS Cork Pre-fab
Cloughduv NS Cork Pre-fab

13375R* Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Bhríde Cork Pre-fab

13512B* Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork Pre-fab

13728B Castletownshend NS Cork Pre-fab
Castletownshend NS Cork Pre-fab

13779S* Dromahane NS Cork Pre-fab
Dromahane NS Cork Pre-fab

13828F** St. Columba’s Boys NS Cork Pre-fab
13889C Shanbally NS Cork Pre-fab

Shanbally NS Cork Pre-fab
14052V** St Colmans BNS Cork Pre-fab
14839P Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab

Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab
Clondrohid NS Cork Pre-fab

15165Q Ballintotas NS Cork Pre-fab
Ballintotas NS Cork Pre-fab

15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab
SN an Chroí Naofa Cork Pre-fab

15646J Coomhala NS Cork Pre-fab
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Cork Pre-fab
16087E Kealkil NS Cork Pre-fab

Kealkil NS Cork Pre-fab
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16271U** Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab
Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab
Watergrasshill NS Cork Pre-fab

16339F St Joseph’s NS Cork Pre-fab
17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Cork Pre-fab
17103E** Scoil Chlochair Mhuire Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Chlochair Mhuire Cork Pre-fab
17152R Knockskeagh NS Cork Pre-fab
17297U St Fergal’s NS Cork Pre-fab
17360B* SN Mhuire Cork Pre-fab

SN Mhuire Cork Pre-fab
17505B* Brooklodge NS Cork Pre-fab
17533G Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab

Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab
Rahan NS Cork Pre-fab

17600S** Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab
Scartleigh NS Cork Pre-fab

17609N** Rathcormac NS Cork Pre-fab
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Cork Pre-fab
17823P* Glantane NS Cork Pre-fab
17972J* Killmurry NS Cork Pre-fab
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál (B) (Glasheen 

BNS)
Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork Pre-fab

18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork Pre-fab

18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Cork Pre-fab
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Padre Pio Cork Pre-fab

18428O* Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab
Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab
Bailenóra NS Cork Pre-fab

18468D* St Mary’s NS Cork Pre-fab
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18535P* St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab
St John’s GNS Cork Pre-fab

18829J Summercove NS Cork Pre-fab
19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Cork Pre-fab
19351K Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab

Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab
Cill Chriodain Cork Pre-fab

19381T Rathmore NS Cork Pre-fab
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab

Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab
Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork Pre-fab

19557H Caheragh NS Cork Pre-fab
19672H Scoil Mhuire na nGrast Cork Pre-fab
19760E* Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab

Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Triest Cork Pre-fab

19761G* St Peter’s NS Cork Pre-fab
19801P Drimoleague Junior School Cork Pre-fab

Drimoleague Junior School Cork Pre-fab
19851H** GS de Hide Cork Building
19881Q** GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab

GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab
GS Charraig Uí Leighin Cork Pre-fab

19909M GS Pheig Sayers Cork Building
19993E** GS an Ghoirt Alainn Cork Land
20025E GS Droichead na Banndan Cork Building
20049S Ringaskiddy Lower Harbour NS Cork Pre-fab

Ringaskiddy Lower Harbour NS Cork Pre-fab
Ringaskiddy Lower Harbour NS Cork Pre-fab

20074R St Gabriel’s Spec School Cork Building
20106E** Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
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Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Niocláis Cork Pre-fab

20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Building
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Building
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Building
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Mhainistir na Corann Cork Building 

20151J Gaelscoil Mhuscrai Cork Building+Land
20204E Kilworth National School Cork Pre-fab
20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/Barr dInse Cork Pre-fab
20239A Gaelscoil Ui Drisceoil Cork Building

Gaelscoil Ui Drisceoil Cork Building
20265B Gaelscoil Chionn tSaile Cork Pre-fab

Gaelscoil Chionn tSaile Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chionn tSaile Cork Land
Gaelscoil Chionn tSaile Cork Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chionn tSaile Cork Pre-fab

20310D** Carrigaline Ed Tog NS Cork Building
Carrigaline Ed Tog NS Cork Building

20335T** Scoil Phádraig Naofa  Cork Building
20336V** Midleton Educate Together NS Cork Building
20354A** Cara Jnr School Cork Building
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Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab
Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab
Cara Jnr School Cork Pre-fab

20413N Douglas/Rochestown ETNS Cork Land
11843O* Niall Mor NS Donegal Pre-fab
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab

Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal Pre-fab

16672P** Lurgybrack NS Donegal Pre-fab
16903I Faugher NS Donegal Building
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Donegal Pre-fab
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Donegal Pre-fab

Scoil Cholmcille Donegal Pre-fab
19313C Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab

Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab
Glenswilly NS Donegal Pre-fab

19724A** Little Angels Special School Donegal Pre-fab
Little Angels Special School Donegal Pre-fab

19967D Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab
Scoil Iosagain Donegal Pre-fab

19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamhnain Donegal Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Adhamhnain Donegal Pre-fab

20097G Gaelscoil Bhun Chranncha Donegal Building
Gaelscoil Bhun Chranncha Donegal Building
Gaelscoil Bhun Chranncha Donegal Building

20144M Gaelscoil Chois Feabhaill Donegal Building+Land
20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Donegal Building+Land
20235P** Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab

Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
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Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Land
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab
Letterkenny Educate Together Donegal Pre-fab

00752A Central Model Senior Mixed NS Dublin Pre-fab
01170G* Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab

Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab
Naul National School Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central Model Infants School Dublin Pre-fab
Central Model Infants School Dublin Pre-fab
Central Model Infants School Dublin Pre-fab

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Dublin Pre-fab
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab

Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab
Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab
Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab
Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab
Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab
Our Lady of Lourdes NS Dublin Pre-fab

11583O St. Andrew’s NS Dublin Building
12014D** St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Andrew’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

13217W** Holy Family NS Dublin Pre-fab
14180H* Holmpatrick NS Dublin Pre-fab
14463T St Columba’s NS Dublin Building
16333Q* St. Patricks JNS Dublin Pre-fab

St. Patricks JNS Dublin Pre-fab
16461C** St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Finian’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab
SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab
SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin Pre-fab

17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab

17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan Smal Dublin Pre-fab
17472M Hedgestown NS Dublin Pre-fab

Hedgestown NS Dublin Pre-fab
17507F St Patricks NS Dublin Pre-fab
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17569E* St Oliver Plunkett NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Oliver Plunkett NS Dublin Pre-fab

17912O* St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab
St John Boscos SBS Dublin Pre-fab

17953F* Edmondstown NS Dublin Pre-fab
17961E** Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab

Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab
Lusk NS Dublin Pre-fab

17978V* Naiscoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
Naiscoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab

18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride BNS Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels House Special School Dublin Pre-fab

18386B* Marist NS Dublin Pre-fab
Marist NS Dublin Pre-fab

18632N* SN Eoin Bosco Dublin Pre-fab
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18671A St Michaels House Dublin Building
18763F* St Michaels Special NS Dublin Pre-fab

St Michaels Special NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Michaels Special NS Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Mochta’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

18815V Our Lady of Lourds Dublin Pre-fab
19001G Ballyboughal NS Dublin Pre-fab
19066L* Loreto Primary Dublin Pre-fab
19220S* Scoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab

Scoil Ide Dublin Pre-fab
19259W St. Patricks GNS Dublin Pre-fab
19281P Mater Special School Dublin Building
19390U* St. Marks SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19435Q* St Francis Xavier JNS Dublin Pre-fab

St Francis Xavier JNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Francis Xavier JNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Francis Xavier JNS Dublin Pre-fab

19462T** Scoil Maelruain Junior Dublin Pre-fab
19470S St Francis Xavier SNR Dublin Pre-fab
19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin Pre-fab

St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab

Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab
Talbot SNS Dublin Pre-fab

19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Teresa’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Cronan’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab

19574H* Divine Word NS Dublin Pre-fab
Divine Word NS Dublin Pre-fab

19594N St Pauls Youth Encounter Project Dublin Building
19605P* Scoil Mhuire JNS Dublin Pre-fab
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab

St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Catherine’s NS Dublin Pre-fab
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19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin Pre-fab

19628E St. Fiachra’s Senior NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Fiachra’s Senior NS Dublin Pre-fab
St. Fiachra’s Senior NS Dublin Pre-fab

19652B* Sacred Heart NS Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab

Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab
Rush NS Dublin Pre-fab

19662E St Michael’s Primary School Dublin Pre-fab
19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin Pre-fab

Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin Pre-fab
19742C St Colmcille’s SNS Dublin Pre-fab
19757P** St Michaels Special NS Dublin Pre-fab
19782O* St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab

St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab
St Brigids JNS Dublin Pre-fab

19817H** Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Dublin Pre-fab

19834H* St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab
St Aidans NS Dublin Pre-fab

19877C Holy Family SNS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Family SNS Dublin Pre-fab

19878E** Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Rosary PS Dublin Pre-fab

19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Dublin Pre-fab
19926M** Gaelscoil Cholaiste Mhuire Dublin Building+Land
19949B* Muslim NS Dublin Pre-fab
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19991A Ghaelscoil na Camoige Dublin Building
20012S** Griffith Barracks Multi D School Dublin Pre-fab

Griffith Barracks Multi D School Dublin Pre-fab
20021T Henrietta St School Dublin Building
20028K** Setanta Special School Dublin Pre-fab

Setanta Special School Dublin Pre-fab
Setanta Special School Dublin Pre-fab
Setanta Special School Dublin Pre-fab

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc liamhna Dublin Pre-fab
20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin Land

Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin Pre-fab

20103V John Scottus NS Dublin Building
20139T** Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab

Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab
Inchicore NS Dublin Pre-fab

20152L** North Dublin Muslim School Dublin Building
North Dublin Muslim School Dublin Pre-fab
North Dublin Muslim School Dublin Pre-fab
North Dublin Muslim School Dublin Pre-fab
North Dublin Muslim School Dublin Pre-fab

20168D** Glasnevin Educate Together NS Dublin Pre-fab
Glasnevin Educate Together NS Dublin Pre-fab

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holly Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab
Holy Trinity NS Dublin Pre-fab

20220C Gs Ui hEarcain Dublin Building
20304I** St Francis of Assisi Dublin Land

St. Francis of Assisi Dublin Pre-fab
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St. Francis of Assisi Dublin Pre-fab
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Dublin Land

Belmayne ETNS Dublin Pre-fab
Belmayne ETNS Dublin Pre-fab

20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Land
Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin Pre-fab

20372C ABA Facility (Saplings) Dublin Building
20375I  Abacus Dublin Building
20378O St Kevins (Abacus Unit) Dublin Building
20381D Red Door Learning Centre Dublin Building
20401G Stepaside ETNS Dublin Pre-fab
20425U GS Sliabh Rua Dublin Land
20429F St James Primary School Dublin Pre-fab
03607G* Leitrim NS Galway Pre-fab
04506F* Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab

Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab
Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab

05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab
SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab
SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab

07551C* Ballinderreen NS Galway Pre-fab
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway Pre-fab
10095T* Scoil Naomh Treasa Galway Pre-fab
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
13208V Convent Primary School Galway Pre-fab

Convent Primary School Galway Pre-fab
13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab

15228O Corgary NS Galway Pre-fab
16293H* Kilrickle NS Galway Pre-fab
17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway Pre-fab
17613E* Scoil Chaitriona Naofa Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Chaitriona Naofa Galway Pre-fab
17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway Pre-fab



8 October 2013

197

Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Galway Pre-fab
17759J** Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
17782E* Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab

18089S Scoil Mhuire an Gharran Galway Pre-fab
18112K Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab
Scoil Eanna Galway Land

19567K St Anne’s School Galway Building
19803T* Scoil Sheamais Naofa Galway Pre-fab
19965W* Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab

Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab

GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab
GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab

19996K* St Brendan’s NS Galway Pre-fab
19998O** GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab

GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Building+Land
GS De hIde Galway Building 
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab
GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab

20000L** Galway Educate Together Galway Pre-fab
Galway Educate Together Galway Pre-fab

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
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Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab
Scoil an Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe Galway Pre-fab

20061I** GS Iarfhlatha Galway Building
20070J Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab

Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab
Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab

20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Land

20199O** Oughterard NS Galway Pre-fab
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Galway Pre-fab

Claregalway ETNS Galway Pre-fab
Claregalway ETNS Galway Building+Land

20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Building
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab

20264W GS na bhFili Galway Building
20280U Newtown National School Galway Pre-fab
20326S Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Pre-fab

Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Pre-fab
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Pre-fab
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Building
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Building 
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Pre-fab
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Land
Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Building 

20328W St Teresa’s Sp School Galway Building
St Teresa’s Sp School Galway Building

20350P Merlin Woods Primary School Galway Prefab
Merlin Woods Primary School Galway Land

20371A Abalta School Galway Building
03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Kerry Pre-fab
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07841L Kilgobnet N S Kerry Pre-fab
13615L* Scoil Eoin Kerry Pre-fab
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Kerry Pre-fab
16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Kerry Pre-fab
17231N Kilcummin NS Kerry Pre-fab
18247K* CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab

CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab
CBS Tralee Kerry Pre-fab

19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Kerry Pre-fab
19512I** St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab

St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab
St Oliver’s NS Kerry Pre-fab

19547E St Francis Spec School Kerry Pre-fab
20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tuathail Kerry Pre-fab
20158A Tralee ETNS Kerry Building+Land
20229U** Nagle Rice National School Kerry Pre-fab

Nagle Rice National School Kerry Pre-fab
08099P* St. Laurences N S Kildare Pre-fab

St. Laurences N S Kildare Pre-fab
12747A* Scoil na Mainistream De La Salle Kildare Pre-fab
15040T Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab

Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab
Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab
Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab
Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab
Mercy Convent Primary School Kildare Pre-fab

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary School Kildare Pre-fab
15957D** St Patricks BNS Kildare Pre-fab
16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab

St Josephs BNS Kildare Pre-fab
St Josephs BNS Kildare Pre-fab
St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
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St Joseph B.N.S Kildare Pre-fab
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Kildare Pre-fab

St Peter’s BNS Kildare Pre-fab
17254C* St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab

St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab
St Corbans Kildare Pre-fab

17968S* Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab
Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab
Two Mile House NS Kildare Pre-fab

18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare Pre-fab

18449W St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab
St. Conleth’s NS Kildare Pre-fab

18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Kildare Pre-fab
18988G St. Raphael’s Special School Kildare Pre-fab

St. Raphael’s Special School Kildare Pre-fab
19675N** Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride Kildare Pre-fab

19796C** Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab
Scoil Phadraig Kildare Pre-fab

20257C** St Patrick’s NS Kildare Building
20376K Saplings Special School Kildare Building 
00788V* Lisdowney NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
01300Q* St Michael’s NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
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16875G* St Patricks NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
17093E* St Brendans NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
17108O* St Johns Junior NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
18660S* St Nicholas NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
19344N St Aidans NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
19626A St Canices Co-Ed NS Kilkenny Pre-fab

St Canices Co-Ed NS Kilkenny Pre-fab
19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab

Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny Pre-fab

20132F High Support Special School Kilkenny Building
High Support Special School Kilkenny Building

20255V** Bunscoil McAuley Rice Kilkenny Pre-fab
20380B Jonah Special School Kilkenny Building

Jonah Special School Kilkenny Pre-fab
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois Pre-fab

St Josephs GNS Laois Pre-fab
12231L Rushall NS Laois Pre-fab
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois Pre-fab
17557U St Abbans NS Laois Pre-fab

St Abbans NS Laois Pre-fab
18150S Scoil an Fraoich Mhoir Laois Pre-fab

Scoil an Fraoich Mhoir Laois Pre-fab
18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois Pre-fab

Faolan Naofa NS Laois Pre-fab
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab

St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab
St Pauls Primary Laois Pre-fab

19337Q St Francis School Laois Pre-fab
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride NS Laois Pre-fab
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20224K Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois Pre-fab

16474L* St. Mary’s NS Leitrim Pre-fab
17233R* St Clare’s NS Leitrim Pre-fab
20212D** Gaelscoil Liatroma Leitrim Land
20260O Gaelscoil Chluainin Leitrim Building
02007A Cronagh National School Rathleale Limerick Pre-fab
06539H* Knockea NS Limerick Pre-fab
07857D Killinure NS Limerick Pre-fab
09296W* Our Ladys Abbey NS Limerick Pre-fab
16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa Buachaillí Limerick Pre-fab
16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Limerick Pre-fab
17937H Monaleen NS Limerick Pre-fab

Monaleen NS Limerick Pre-fab
18161A Castleconnell NS Limerick Pre-fab

Castleconnell NS Limerick Pre-fab
18177P St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab

St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab
St Annes Primary Limerick Pre-fab

18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Limerick Pre-fab
18653V St Josephs BNS Limerick Pre-fab
18692I* Catherine McAuley School. (SS) Limerick Pre-fab
19336O St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab

St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Pauls NS Limerick Pre-fab

19475F St Brigids NS Limerick Pre-fab
St Brigids NS Limerick Pre-fab

19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick Building
Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick Building
Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick Building

20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
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Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Land
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Land
Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh Limerick Pre-fab

20175A** Limerick East Educate Together NS Limerick Pre-fab
Limerick East Educate Together NS Limerick Pre-fab
Limerick East Educate Together NS Limerick Building
Limerick East Educate Together NS Limerick Pre-fab

20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Building+Land
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Pre-fab
Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick Land

00860D Forgney NS Longford Land
19429V** St. Christopher’s Special School Longford Building
20083S** Gaelscoil Longfoirt Longford Land
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Building

St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab
St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab

20128O** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab
St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab

00851C* Presentation Primary School Louth Pre-fab
14651U* Castletown GNS Louth Pre-fab
15259C* St Malachys Girls Sch Louth Pre-fab

St Malachys Girls Sch Louth Pre-fab
St Malachys Girls Sch Louth Pre-fab

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed NS Louth Pre-fab
Termonfeckin Mixed NS Louth Pre-fab

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre Louth Pre-fab
17195M** CBS Primary Dundalk Louth Pre-fab

CBS Primary Dundalk Louth Pre-fab
CBS Primary Dundalk Louth Pre-fab
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18101F* Rampark NS Louth Pre-fab
18635T St Buite’s NS Louth Pre-fab

St Buite’s NS Louth Pre-fab
19215C SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab

SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
SN Ard Mhuire Louth Pre-fab

19479N St. John’s NS Louth Pre-fab
St. John’s NS Louth Pre-fab

19673J** St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Louth Pre-fab

19678T St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab
St Pauls Senior NS Louth Pre-fab

20171P** Ardee Educate Together NS Louth Pre-fab
Ardee Educate Together NS Louth Pre-fab
Ardee Educate Together NS Louth Pre-fab
Ardee Educate Together NS Louth Building+Land

20339E* Realt na Mara School Louth Pre-fab
20374G ABA Facility Louth Building
17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire Louth Pre-fab
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab

Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab
Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo Pre-fab

11725I* Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab
Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab
Behymore NS Mayo Pre-fab

13659I Bekan NS Mayo Pre-fab
13758K Templemary NS Mayo Pre-fab
13945J Eskeragh NS Mayo Pre-fab
14400S* Richmond NS Mayo Pre-fab
15539I St Johns NS Mayo Pre-fab
16170O* Cloghans NS Mayo Pre-fab
16173U Kinaffe Ns Mayo Pre-fab
16911H* Lahardane NS Mayo Pre-fab
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18070U* Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab
Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab
Muire Gan Smal Mayo Pre-fab

19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab
St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab
St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo Pre-fab

19402B* Ballyvary Central NS Mayo Pre-fab
Ballyvary Central NS Mayo Pre-fab

19451O Holy Family NS Mayo Pre-fab
20084U Scoil na gCeithre Maol Mayo Building
00883P* St Annes Meath Pre-fab
01309L* St Patricks NS Meath Pre-fab
02905J SN Naomh Padraig Meath Pre-fab
05630L St Michaels NS Trim Meath Pre-fab
11039O* Kilbeg NS Meath Pre-fab
15104T* Scoil Bhride Meath Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride Meath Pre-fab
17520U* Robinstown NS Meath Pre-fab

Robinstown NS Meath Pre-fab
17623H** O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab

O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab
O’Growney NS Meath Pre-fab

17705J** Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab
Whitecross Primary School Meath Pre-fab

17839H** Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab
Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab
Duleek BNS Meath Pre-fab

17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/Duleek GNS Meath Pre-fab
Scoil Bhainin Naofa/Duleek GNS Meath Pre-fab

18448U* Rathbeggan NS Meath Pre-fab
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab

Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara BNS Meath Pre-fab

18767N** Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
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Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab
Realt na Mara GNS Meath Pre-fab

19560T** Saint Marys Special School Meath Pre-fab
Saint Marys Special School Meath Pre-fab
Saint Marys Special School Meath Pre-fab

19768U St Marys NS Meath Pre-fab
20051F Gaelscoil na Boinne Meath Building
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na nOg Meath Pre-fab

Gaelscoil Thulach na nOg Meath Building
20164S** Navan Educate Together NS Meath Building

Navan Educate Together NS Meath Pre-fab
Navan Educate Together NS Meath Pre-fab
Navan Educate Together NS Meath Pre-fab
Navan Educate Together NS Meath Pre-fab

20191V St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

St Peters National School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath Pre-fab

20258E** GS an Bhradain Feasa Meath Pre-fab
20352T Ard Ri Community NS Meath land

Ard Ri Community NS Meath Pre-fab
20379Q Stepping Stones Special School Meath Building
20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí Meath Building

Gaelscoil na Mí Meath Land
Gaelscoil na Mí Meath Pre-fab

20396Q Ashbourne Educate Together NS Meath Land
Ashbourne Educate Together NS Meath Pre-fab

15142E Donaghmoyne NS Monaghan Pre-fab
16769H* Latnamard NS Monaghan Pre-fab
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16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Monaghan Pre-fab
16954C St Michaels NS Monaghan Pre-fab
17099Q St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab

St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab
St. Josephs NS Monaghan Pre-fab

17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan Pre-fab

20055N GS Eois Monaghan Building
20327U Gaelscoil Lorgan Monaghan Building
07949I* Oxmantown NS Offaly Pre-fab
16928B St. Philomena’s NS Offaly Building 
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab

St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab
St Patrick’s NS Offaly Pre-fab

18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Offaly Pre-fab
18406E St Francis BNS Offaly Pre-fab
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Offaly Pre-fab

SN Naomh Iosef Offaly Pre-fab
20099K Offaly School of Special Education Offaly Building
20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab

Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Land
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab
Scoil Bhride PS Offaly Pre-fab

20332N** Gaelscoil Eadan Doire Offaly Building
Gaelscoil Eadan Doire Offaly Building
Gaelscoil Eadan Doire Offaly Building

14356S* Lisaniskey NS Roscommon Pre-fab
16816N* Attyrory NS Roscommon Pre-fab
17266J St. Mary’s NS Roscommon Pre-fab
18395C Cloonakilla NS Roscommon Pre-fab
19789F St. Michaels School Roscommon Building
20126K GS De hIde Roscommon Building
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligo Pre-fab
18053U Sooey NS Sligo Pre-fab
18298E* Culfadda NS Sligo Pre-fab
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab

Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
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Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Sligo Building+Land

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tipperary Pre-fab
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary Pre-fab

Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary Pre-fab
09190G* Boher NS Tipperary Pre-fab
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy NS Tipperary Pre-fab

Our Lady of Mercy NS Tipperary Pre-fab
12540B Clonmore NS Tipperary Pre-fab
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog Naofa Tipperary Pre-fab
16276H Carrig NS Tipperary Pre-fab

Carrig NS Tipperary Pre-fab
17779P* Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab

Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab
Powerstown NS Tipperary Pre-fab

18062V* Grange NS Tipperary Pre-fab
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab

Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Pre-fab
Scoil Chormaic Tipperary Building

19615S Scoil Aonghusa Tipperary Building
20085W GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab

GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Building
GS Charraig Na Siuire Tipperary Pre-fab

14686 Jonah Project ABA school Waterford Building
01395H* Aglish National School Waterford Pre-fab
17159I* Garranbane NS Waterford Pre-fab
17525H* Light of Christ School Waterford Pre-fab
19885B Gaelscoil Philib Barun Waterford Pre-fab

Gaelscoil Philib Barun Waterford Pre-fab
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Gaelscoil Philib Barun Waterford Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Philib Barun Waterford Pre-fab

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford Land
Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford Pre-fab

20143K* Waterpark National School Waterford Pre-fab
20160K** Waterford Educate Together NS Waterford Building

Waterford Educate Together NS Waterford Building
Waterford Educate Together NS Waterford Building

20170N* Bunscoil Chill Mhic Thomaisin Waterford Pre-fab
Bunscoil Chill Mhic Thomaisin Waterford Pre-fab
Bunscoil Chill Mhic Thomaisin Waterford Pre-fab
Bunscoil Chill Mhic Thomaisin Waterford Pre-fab

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrellspass Westmeath Pre-fab
17102C* Cluain Buinne Westmeath Pre-fab
17327D** Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab

Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab
Curraghmore NS Westmeath Pre-fab

18505G St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab
St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab

18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab
St. Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab

18764H Ardnagrath NS Westmeath Pre-fab
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab

St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab
St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab

20063M* Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath Pre-fab
Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath Pre-fab

20073P St Marys NS Westmeath Pre-fab
20188J** Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab

Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab
Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Pre-fab
Mullingar ETNS Westmeath Land

20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Building+Land
GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab
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20373E ABA School (Saplings) Westmeath Building
05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab

Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab
Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford Pre-fab

08221J St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Senans Primary Wexford Pre-fab

16828U* Oylegate NS Wexford Pre-fab
Oylegate NS Wexford Pre-fab

17450C Poulfour NS Wexford Pre-fab
17610V Scoil Baile Fada Wexford Pre-fab
17768K* Castletown NS Wexford Pre-fab

Castletown NS Wexford Pre-fab
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Wexford Pre-fab
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima NS Wexford Pre-fab

Our Lady of Fatima NS Wexford Pre-fab
Our Lady of Fatima NS Wexford Pre-fab

18280I St Josephs Boys Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Josephs Boys Primary Wexford Pre-fab

18336J* Boolavogue NS Wexford Pre-fab
18558E* Piercestown NS Wexford Pre-fab

Piercestown NS Wexford Pre-fab
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Building

St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Pre-fab
St. Patrick’s Special School Wexford Building

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Wexford Pre-fab
20003R St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab

St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
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St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St Aidans Primary Wexford Pre-fab
St. Aidans Primary Wexford Building

20333P Wexford ETNS Wexford Building
Wexford ETNS Wexford Building

01782O* SN Padraig Wicklow Pre-fab
11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt Na Mara Wicklow Pre-fab
12529N* St Saviour’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
13932A* St Michaels GNS Wicklow Pre-fab
14398L* Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab

Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab
Glebe NS Wicklow Pre-fab

16573N* St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
St Brigid’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab

16874E St Joseph’s GNS Wicklow Pre-fab
17181B* St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab

St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
St Joseph’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab

17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire Mixed Wicklow Pre-fab
Na Coroine Mhuire Mixed Wicklow Pre-fab

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Wicklow Pre-fab
18502A Talbotstown NS Wicklow Pre-fab

Talbotstown NS Wicklow Pre-fab
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Wicklow Pre-fab
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Building

St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab
St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab
St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab
St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab
St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab
St Catherine’s Spec School Wicklow Pre-fab

19734D* St Francis’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab
St Francis’s NS Wicklow Pre-fab

20045K** Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
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Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain Wicklow Pre-fab

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow Building+Land
GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow Pre-fab
GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow Land

20178G** Wicklow ETNS Wicklow Building
Wicklow ETNS Wicklow Building

20242M Blessington ETNS Wicklow Building
20243O GS Na Lochanna Wicklow Land
20346B** Kilcoole Primary School Wicklow Pre-fab

Kilcoole Primary School Wicklow Pre-fab
Kilcoole Primary School Wicklow Pre-fab

60092U** Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab
Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab
Clonkeen College Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs Sec School Dublin Pre-fab
St Josephs Sec School Dublin Pre-fab
St Josephs Sec School Dublin Pre-fab

60370W St Fintan’s High School Dublin Pre-fab
61150N Presentation - Del La Salle College Carlow Pre-fab
61410N** Presentation Secondary School Kerry Pre-fab

Presentation Secondary School Kerry Building
Presentation Secondary School Kerry Pre-fab

62050O The Hamilton High School Cork Pre-fab
The Hamilton High School Cork Pre-fab

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál Cork Pre-fab

62170B Sacred Heart Sec School Cork Pre-fab
62360G** Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab

Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab
Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab
Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab

62440E Christian Brothers Secondary School Cork Pre-fab
62460K* St Francis College Cork Pre-fab

St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
St Francis College Cork Pre-fab
St Francis College Cork Pre-fab

62730N St Patricks College Cork Pre-fab
62830R* St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab

St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab
St. Eunan’s College Donegal Pre-fab

62870G** Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab
Presentation College Galway Pre-fab

62880J* St Joseph’s College Galway Pre-fab
62960H St Joseph’s Patrician College Galway Building
63640R** CBS Wexford Wexford Pre-fab

CBS Wexford Wexford Pre-fab
St. Mary’s College Louth Pre-fab

64570E** Our Lady’s Sec School Mayo Pre-fab
Our Lady’s Sec School Mayo Pre-fab
Our Lady’s Sec School Mayo Pre-fab
Our Lady’s Sec School Mayo Pre-fab
Our Lady’s Sec School Mayo Pre-fab

64690O Scoil Mhuire & Padraig Mayo Building
64922J*** Stella Maris Sec School Waterford Pre-fab

Stella Maris Sec School Waterford Pre-fab
Stella Maris Sec School Waterford Pre-fab
Stella Maris Sec School Waterford Pre-fab

64923L*** CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

CBS Secondary School Waterford Pre-fab
65582Q St. Mary’s Secondary School Offaly Pre-fab

St. Mary’s Secondary School Offaly Pre-fab
St. Mary’s Secondary School Offaly Pre-fab
St. Mary’s Secondary School Offaly Pre-fab

65620V* Sacred Heart School Offaly Pre-fab
Sacred Heart School Offaly Pre-fab

68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois Pre-fab
68078U Gaelcholáiste Phort Láirge Waterford Building+Land
68080H Meanscoil Gharman Wexford Building
70010V** Balbriggan Community College Dublin Pre-fab

Balbriggan Community College Dublin Pre-fab
70380I** Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab

Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab
Breifne College Cavan Pre-fab

70720G St. Farnan’s PP School Kildare Pre-fab
70740M** Arklow Community College Wicklow Pre-fab

Arklow Community College Wicklow Pre-fab
70790E* Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab

Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab
Colaiste Bhride Wicklow Pre-fab

70840Q Ennistymon VEC Clare Pre-fab
Ennistymon VEC Clare Pre-fab

71140Q Crana College Donegal Pre-fab
Crana College Donegal Pre-fab
Crana College Donegal Pre-fab

71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Building
Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab
Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab
Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab

71770D O’Fiaich College Louth Building
71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí Louth Pre-fab
72010I Beaufort College Meath Building
72400V*** Comeragh College Tipperary Building
72540O** Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab

Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Desc. of rental

Oaklands Community College Offaly Pre-fab
76062B Castleknock Community College Dublin Pre-fab
76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Limerick Pre-fab
76081F*** Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab

Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
Colaiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
Coláiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab
Coláiste Ailigh Donegal Pre-fab

76082H Abbey Community College Kilkenny Pre-fab
76088T** Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab

Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab
Ratoath College Meath Pre-fab

76096S*** Merlin College Galway Building 
76101I Gaelscholaiste Luimnigh Limerick Building

Gaelcholaiste Luimnigh Limerick Building
76106S Gaelcholaiste na Mara Wicklow Building+Land
76107U Gaelcholaiste Bhun Cranncha Donegal Building
76129H** Ardgillan Community College Dublin Pre-fab

Ardgillan Community College Dublin Pre-fab
76130P** Luttrellstown Community College Dublin Pre-fab

Luttrellstown Community College Dublin Pre-fab
91344V Pobalscoil Rosmini Dublin Land

Pobalscoil Rosmini Dublin Pre-fab
Pobalscoil Rosmini Dublin Building
Pobalscoil Rosmini Dublin Building

91441T** Ardee Community College Louth Pre-fab
Ardee Community College Louth Pre-fab
Ardee Community College Louth Pre-fab

91499E** Kinsale Community School Cork Pre-fab
Kinsale Community School Cork Pre-fab

91508C Boyne Community School Meath Pre-fab
91509E Blackwater Community School Waterford Pre-fab

    *       Included in Prefab Replacement Programme   
    **     Included in 5 Year Programme   
    ***   Included in PPP Programme   

 Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 251.

08/10/2013WRM00450Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2013WRM00500256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of school building projects country wide that have come to a halt or have been impeded 
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in the course of construction resulting in delays in each of the past four years to date; the most 
common cause of such delays; the measures, if any, put in place or to be put in place to address 
such issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42454/13]

08/10/2013WRM00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2010, the contract for one 
school building project ended prematurely due to the insolvency of the main contractor.  In 
2011, 14 projects encountered delays or ended prematurely due to insolvency events related to 
a main contractor.

In 2012, the contract for one school building project ended prematurely due to the insol-
vency of the main contractor and one school building project was terminated due to the contrac-
tor’s default.  To date in 2013, there have been no school building projects which have ended 
prematurely.

Details in respect of each of these projects are listed in the table.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (D/PER) has responsibility for imple-
menting national policy on public procurement, particularly in relation to construction procure-
ment. The Capital Works Management Framework developed by D/PER, allows for various 
bond and guarantee options designed to protect the Contracting Authority/Employer from is-
sues such as contractor insolvencies. These options include retention deductions, performance 
bonds and parent company guarantees. The majority of major projects in the Education Sector 
operate using a combination of a performance bond and retention deductions. On occasion a 
parent company guarantee may also be sought.

Retention deductions allow the Contracting Authority to retain a proportion of the value of 
work done as security for the cost of remedying defects which become evident before the end 
of the Defects Period, should the Contractor fail to rectify them.

A performance bond is issued by a guarantor or surety (authorised to do guarantee business) 
to guarantee that in the event of a Contractor’s default, proven losses under the Contract can be 
recouped. In essence, the guarantor undertakes to be answerable for losses (up to the limit of the 
Bond) suffered by the Contracting Authority if the Contractor’s obligations are not performed 
in accordance with the Contract; this includes a situation where the Contractor becomes insol-
vent during the Contract. The value of the bond required for a project is determined at tender 
stage according to guidelines issued by D/PER, having due regard to the estimated cost of the 
project.

The Public Works Contracts contain clauses which deal with a contractor’s default such as 
an insolvency event. When a contractor becomes insolvent, all costs incurred by the Contract-
ing Authority/Employer on foot of the contractor’s default, can be offset against monies held 
on the contractor plus costs up to the value of the performance bond. The circumstances sur-
rounding each insolvency event varies from project to project. In cases of insolvency, the size 
of a project, its value, discussions with the surety, legal advice, the quality of the works done 
at the time the insolvency event occurs and the relative state of completion of the works have 
to be taken into account when appointing a completion contractor. In all circumstances the ap-
pointment of a contractor to complete the works has to have due regard for national guidelines 
and EU procurement directives.

School Building Projects involving delays related to insolvency events or termination of 
contracts 2010 - 2013.
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County Roll Number School Name Year in which 
issue arose

Current Status (Oct 
2013)

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto Secondary School, 
Granges Road*

2012 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Kildare 17674B SN Aine Naofa, Ard Cloc, 
Straffan 

2012 Contract Terminated. 
Construction completed by 
replacement Contractor

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, Sarsfield Road, 
Dublin 10

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

70030E Senior College, Dún 
Laoghaire, Eblana Avenue, 
Dún Laoghaire, Co Dublin 

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Galway City 62970K Coláiste Iognáid SJ Bothar na 
Mara

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane National School 2011 Construction completed by 
replacement Contractor

Limerick City 64201T Ardscoil Ris, North Circular 
Rd, 
Limerick

2011 Under Construction by 
replacement Contractor

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, Strokestown, 
Co. Roscommon

2011 Construction completed by 
replacement Contractor

Wicklow 76099B Wicklow Town 2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Limerick 76093M Scoil Ide agus Iosef Abbey-
feale

2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Cork 76090G Bantry CC 2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Cork 20001N Gaelscoil Beanntraí 2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Kildare 91530S Kildare Community School 2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Meath 91517D Athboy Community School 2011 ***Construction Complet-
ed (Schools PPP Bundle 2)

Dublin Fingal 761040 Donabate Community College, 
Donabate, Co Dublin

2011 **Construction completed 
by second party of joint 
venture 

Meath 76103M Coláiste na hInse, Laytown 2011 **Construction completed 
by second party of joint 
venture

Offaly 17523D SN Cronain Naofa, Droma-
keenan

2010 Construction completed by 
replacement Contractor

 Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 250.

 Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 251.

 Question No. 259 answered with Question No. 100.

08/10/2013WRM00950Fee Paying Schools

08/10/2013WRM01000260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in the con-
text of discussions he or the Department has had with the patrons of fee-paying schools, it has 
been established that measures likely to force such schools into the public sector are unlikely 
to achieve any savings either to the Exchequer or to the parents of children attending, notwith-
standing the fact that such parents are generally in the high tax bracket; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42458/13]
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08/10/2013WRM01100262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which he continues to have dialogue with the authorities of fee-paying schools in an effort 
to address their concerns and any issues arising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42460/13]

08/10/2013WRM01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 260 and 262 together.

I recently met with the Joint Managerial Body and representatives of fee charging schools. 
The meeting afforded them an opportunity to articulate their views on a range of issues con-
cerning their schools.

A number of fee charging schools have made contact with the Department and the level of 
engagement to date varies from school to school.

Where the authorities of a school approach the Department about entering the Free Educa-
tion scheme it is because they are concerned about the future viability of the school and wish to 
explore all options in considering the future of the school.

I have made it clear that the Department will engage constructively with any fee charging 
school that is considering how best to secure its future. I expect that a minority of fee charging 
schools will wish to engage with the Department in planning for their future.

Any approach to the Department will be considered on an individual school by school basis, 
taking account of the significance of the provision concerned in terms of diversity and overall 
demand for school places in the locality served by a school.

In December 2011 I announced that an analysis of fee income in the 55 fee charging schools 
would be carried out. This was in order to inform future policy decisions about the nature and 
extent of exchequer funding provided to fee charging schools.

The report “Fee Charging Schools - Analysis of Fee Income” was published in January 
2013, is an analysis of the funding position of the 55 schools which charge fees; it is not an au-
dit. It shows the funds available to these schools through charging fees, which are not available 
to secondary schools in the Free Scheme.  The Report shows that fee charging schools have a 
discretionary income of €81.3m that would not be available to similar sized schools (i.e. size as 
determined by enrolment) in the Free Scheme.

The Report is available on the Department’s website at http://www.education.ie//en/Publi-
cations/Education-Reports/Fee-Paying-Schools-Analysis-of-Fee-Income.pdf.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 100.

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 260.

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 250.

08/10/2013WRM01550School Completion Rates

08/10/2013WRM01600264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which school drop-out rates in respect of primary, second and third level education continue to 
be monitored with a view to addressing social or economic causes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42462/13]
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08/10/2013WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): At second level there were 
55,253 first time enrolments to the first year of the junior cycle programme in second level 
schools in 2005. Of this initial cohort, 95.89% sat the Junior Certificate Exams in 2008 or 2009 
and 89.49% sat the Leaving Certificate Exams in 2010 or 2011.  This is based on the sixth 
published report, by the Department of Education and Skills, on school retention in Ireland, 
which consists of a detailed analysis of the records held in the Department’s Post-Primary 
Pupils Database for the cohort of entrants to the first year of the junior cycle in the years 2005 
and 2006, who sat the Leaving Certificate Examinations in the years from 2010 to 2012.  It is 
also important to note that while the analysis allows for movement of pupils between schools it 
does not enable the tracking of those who leave State-aided schools including publicly funded 
fee-paying schools and move to non-aided second-level education providers.

There is currently no national data available on retention of pupils at primary level.

Enhancing attendance, progression, retention and attainment are central elements of DEIS, 
the Action Plan for Educational Inclusion. DEIS is part of a continuum of interventions de-
livered by my Department to address educational disadvantage including early school leav-
ing from preschool through second-level education. This includes Second-Chance education 
and training and access measures to increase participation in further and higher education for 
the minority of our young people who, for various reasons, leave education early without the 
knowledge and skills they need to support them in later life. A further element of this continuum 
is the ongoing development of provision for pupils with special educational needs.

It is particularly encouraging to see the retention rate in DEIS schools increase substantially, 
from 68.2% for the 2001 cohort to 80.1% for the 2005 cohort. The retention rates of pupils who 
entered the first year of the junior cycle in 2005 and 2006, which coincides with the introduc-
tion of DEIS, represents the first cohort of students to have DEIS resources available to them 
throughout their second level education.

The National Educational Welfare Board, under the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs, has developed a new Integrated Model of Service Delivery called ‘One Child, One Team, 
One Plan’.  This plan will integrate the overall Educational Welfare Service with the key DEIS 
supports of the Home School Community Liaison Service and the School Completion Pro-
gramme. The overall objective it to provide for earlier response rates and assist in achieving 
better outcomes for children at risk of early school leaving. I am informed that a comprehensive 
practice model testing phase is planned before it is mainstreamed as the practice for all schools 
in 2014.

At third level the Higher Education Authority, which is responsible for the collection of data 
on student progression, is currently working on an analysis of retention rates in the universities 
and institutes of technology. This has only recently become possible due to a full population of 
SRS (Student Record System) data becoming available for a period spanning five years. The 
HEA does not have information for the 2012/2013 or 2011/2012 academic years and is cur-
rently collating data for the 2010/11 academic year which it is hoped will be available by the 
middle of November.

There are a range of factors that impact on participation and progression in higher educa-
tion including economic, social and cultural issues, prior academic attainment and teacher and 
parental expectations. The most recent report by the HEA on retention entitled, ‘A study of 
Progression in Higher Education’, was published in 2010 and is available on the HEA website.

Higher education institutions have a wide range of supports in place to improve retention 
of students in their institutions. The HEA study and other research has also highlighted that 
undergraduate first years are most at risk of non-progression. The new National Forum for the 
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enhancement of Teaching and Learning that I established late last year is looking at the under-
graduate student experience in first year and how that may be improved on a system wide basis. 
Their work should improve quality outcomes for students at that difficult transition period.

The work of the Transition reform group chaired by the Secretary General of my Depart-
ment should also contribute to improvements in students’ quality outcomes. A key commitment 
has been made by the higher education institutions to reduce the number of level 8 programmes 
offered through the CAO and broadening them. This should help school leavers better navigate 
the entry routes into higher education system when making the important choice about what 
programme to undertake. They will also be exposed to a broader first year experience. This 
change when implemented should help to reduce the number of school leavers making the 
wrong choice about what course of study to undertake and help to reduce non-progression and 
completion.

08/10/2013WRM01750Bullying in Schools

08/10/2013WRM01800265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which reports of school bullying are continuously monitored in all primary and second level 
schools throughout the country; the extent to which improved early alert and follow up systems 
have been put in place to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42463/13]

08/10/2013WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that I recently published new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post primary schools.   
These new procedures have been developed following consultation with the relevant education 
partners and replace guidelines that were issued to schools in 1993.

The procedures are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school 
personnel in preventing and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils. They 
include specific requirements in relation to the use of prevention and education strategies and 
the consistent investigation, follow up and recording of bullying behaviour.

The procedures also include important new oversight arrangements that involve the school 
Principal reporting regularly to the Board of Management and a requirement for the Board to 
undertake an annual review of the school’s anti- bullying policy and its implementation. Confir-
mation that the annual review has been completed must be provided to the parents association 
and published on the school website.

All schools are now required to immediately commence the necessary arrangements for 
developing and formally adopting an anti-bullying policy that fully complies with the require-
ments of the new procedures. This is expected to be completed by each school as early as pos-
sible in the 2013/14 school year but in any event by no later than the end of the second term of 
the 2013/14 school year.

08/10/2013WRM01950School Staffing

08/10/2013WRM02000266. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment collates figures for teacher absenteeism in primary and secondary schools; and the way 
this information is collated and the headline results generated. [42526/13]

08/10/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teachers in primary second-
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ary and community/comprehensive schools are employed by the managerial authorities of the 
schools and paid salary by my Department on their behalf.  The absences of teachers are record-
ed by the managerial authorities of the schools using the on line claim system. The information 
recorded is retained on my Departments database and is used to ensure the correct payment of 
teachers for their attendance in schools.

The information is also used to ensure that the rules applicable to the various types of leave 
granted to teachers such as sick leave and maternity leave are adhered to on an ongoing basis.

The managerial authorities of schools can obtain information from the database to monitor 
absenteeism of teachers employed by them on sick leave on an ongoing basis. The Department 
of Expenditure and Reform is provided annually with information on the absenteeism rates of 
teachers on sick leave with a view to monitoring trends in absenteeism across the public sector.

08/10/2013WRM02150School Staffing

08/10/2013WRM02200267. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to a study carried out by the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and 
Training Board on teacher absenteeism; his views on the finding of the report which indicated 
that the average rate of absenteeism was 3.4%; and the way these findings compare with other 
similar studies that he may be aware of carried out by other relevant authorities across the State.  
[42527/13]

08/10/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The average rate of absentee-
ism on my Department’s payroll due to sickness in the 2011/2012 school year was 3.4% among 
primary teachers and 3.8% among post primary teachers.  The Department of Expenditure and 
Reform monitor trends in sick leave absenteeism across the public sector. The reported absen-
teeism rates for 2012 in the other sectors range from 2.7% in the Defence sector to 4.8% in the 
Health Sector, with rates of 4.6% in the Civil Service and 4.7% in the Local Government sector.  
My Department has put in place an Occupational Health Strategy as a supportive resource for 
teachers to promote their health in the workplace with a focus primarily on prevention rather 
than cure. The Occupational Health Strategy comprises of the Employee Assistance Service 
and Occupational Health Service.  The Employee Assistance Service incorporates confiden-
tial counselling on issues such as health, relationships, bereavement, stress, conflict, critical 
incident and trauma. The Occupational Health Service incorporates pre-employment health 
assessments, sickness absence referrals, medical assessments of fitness for work and ill health 
retirement assessments.

In accordance with the Public Service Reform Programme new sick leave provisions have 
been agreed and are currently being implemented across the public service. 

 Question No. 268 answered with Question No. 91.

08/10/2013WRM02450Garda Stations Closures

08/10/2013WRM02500269. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form by county a breakdown of security and maintenance costs of closed 
Garda stations; the current use of each station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41793/13]

08/10/2013WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
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Hayes): Former Garda stations remain the property of the Office of Public Works until they 
are allocated for other state use, disposed of, or identified for community use.  These properties 
remain assets of the State and OPW as owners has responsibility to secure and protect these 
properties.  Much of the expenditure outlined on the attached table related to the initial securing 
of the closed Garda Stations.

The figures for the current/future usage of these properties are shown in Table 1.  The secu-
rity and maintenance costs are shown in Table 2.

Table 1

County Garda Station Current Usage
Carlow Leighlinbridge An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Cavan Bawnboy Future use of this property under consideration.
Cavan Finea Advertised for disposal.
Cavan Stradone Retention requested by An Garda Síochána.
Cavan Tullyvin Advertised for disposal.
Clare Broadford Advertised for disposal.
Clare Carrigaholt An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Clare Doonbeg Future use of this property under consideration.
Clare Inagh Future use of this property under consideration.
Clare Killaloe Future use of this property under consideration.
Clare Kilmihill Future use of this property under consideration.
Clare Labasheeda Advertised for disposal.
Clare Lahinch An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Clare Mountshannon An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Clare Quin Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Adrigole Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Ballinaspittle An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Cork Ballyfeard An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Cork Ballygurteen Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Castletownshend Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Glenville An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Cork Goleen Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Inchigeela Advertised for disposal.
Cork Knocknagree Future use of this property under consideration.
Cork Mallow Road Advertised for disposal.
Cork McCurtain Street Other State usage being considered.
Cork Meelin Advertised for disposal.
Cork Rathduff Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Anagary Leased - will be surrendered.
Donegal Bunbeg Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Buncrana Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Churchill Other State usage being considered.
Donegal Culdaff An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Donegal Doochary Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Dunkineely An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
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County Garda Station Current Usage
Donegal Glencolumbkille Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Malin Future use of this property under consideration.
Donegal Cloghan Advertised for disposal.
Dublin Dalkey Future use of this property under consideration.
Dublin Harcourt Terrace Assigned for other State use.
Dublin Kill O The Grange Future use of this property under consideration.
Dublin Rush Future use of this property under consideration.
Dublin Stepaside Other State usage being considered.
Dublin Whitehall Assigned for other State use.
Galway Ballymoe Other State usage being considered.
Galway Corrandulla Other State usage being considered.
Galway Kilchreest An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Galway Kilcolgan An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Galway Kilconly Future use of this property under consideration.
Galway Kiltullagh An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Galway Leenane Other State usage being considered.
Galway Lettermore Advertised for disposal.
Galway Menlough An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Galway New Inn An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Galway Shanaglish Other State usage being considered.
Galway Tynagh An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kerry Abbeydorney An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kerry An Clochan An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kerry Ballinaskelligs Assigned to Community.
Kerry Ballylongford Future use of this property under consideration.
Kerry Beaufort Assigned to Community.
Kerry Brosna Future use of this property under consideration.
Kerry Camp An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kerry Castleisland Future use of this property under consideration.
Kerry Fenit An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kerry Kilgarvan Future use of this property under consideration.
Kerry Lauragh Leased - will be surrendered.
Kerry Moyvane Future use of this property under consideration.
Kerry Valentia Island Being used by the Irish Coast Guard.
Kildare Ballymore-Eustace Leased - will be surrendered.
Kildare Ballytore An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Kildare Kill Other State usage being considered.
Kilkenny Ballyragget Future use of this property under consideration.
Kilkenny Castlecomer Assigned for other State use.
Kilkenny Inistioge Future use of this property under consideration.
Kilkenny Johnstown Future use of this property under consideration.
Laois Ballacolla Future use of this property under consideration.
Laois Ballinakill Future use of this property under consideration.
Laois Borris-in-Ossory Future use of this property under consideration.
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County Garda Station Current Usage
Leitrim Cloone Advertised for disposal.
Leitrim Dromahair Assigned to Community.
Leitrim Dromod Future use of this property under consideration.
Leitrim Drumkeeran Advertised for disposal.
Leitrim Glenfarne An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Leitrim Keshcarrigan Future use of this property under consideration.
Leitrim Kiltyclogher Advertised for disposal.
Limerick Castletown Cony-

ers
Future use of this property under consideration.

Limerick Doon Advertised for disposal.
Limerick Edward Street Future use of this property under consideration.
Limerick Galbally An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Limerick Kilfinnane Future use of this property under consideration.
Limerick Kilmeedy Future use of this property under consideration.
Limerick Mayorstone Park Other State usage being considered.
Limerick Shanagolden Future use of this property under consideration.
Limerick Tournafolla Advertised for disposal.
Longford Ardagh Advertised for disposal.
Longford Ballinalee Future use of this property under consideration.
Longford Newtowncashel Advertised for disposal.
Mayo Ballina Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Ballycastle Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Ballyglass Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Ballyvary Site Advertised for disposal.
Mayo Bellacorrick Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Blacksod Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Glenisland Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Hollymount Future use of this property under consideration.
Mayo Lahardane Advertised for disposal.
Mayo Mulranny Assigned to Community.
Mayo Tourmakeady Future use of this property under consideration.
Meath Crossakiel Advertised for disposal.
Meath Kilmessan Advertised for disposal.
Meath Longwood Advertised for disposal.
Monaghan Clontibret GS Future use of this property under consideration.
Monaghan Corrinshigagh Future use of this property under consideration.
Monaghan Newbliss Future use of this property under consideration.
Monaghan Shantonagh Leased - will be surrendered.
Monaghan Scottstown Future use of this property under consideration.
Monaghan Smithborough Future use of this property under consideration.
Offaly Geashill Future use of this property under consideration.
Offaly Shannonbridge An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
Roscommon Ballintubber Advertised for disposal.
Roscommon Ballyfarnon An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.
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County Garda Station Current Usage
Roscommon Ballyforan Advertised for disposal.
Roscommon Cootehall Future use of this property under consideration.
Roscommon Knockcroghery Advertised for disposal.
Roscommon Loughglynn Assigned for other State use.
Roscommon Tarmonbarry Future use of this property under consideration.
Sligo Aclare Advertised for disposal.
Sligo Ballymote Assigned to Community.
Sligo Bunnanadden Leased - will be surrendered.
Sligo Cliffoney Assigned to Community.
Sligo Easkey Future use of this property under consideration.
Tipperary Ballinderry Future use of this property under consideration.
Tipperary Ballinure Advertised for disposal.
Tipperary Dundrum Advertised for disposal.
Tipperary Grangemockler Advertised for disposal.
Tipperary Lorrha Future use of this property under consideration.
Tipperary New Inn Future use of this property under consideration.
Tipperary Rearcross Leased - will be surrendered.
Tipperary Terryglass Leased - will be surrendered.
Waterford Ballyduff Future use of this property under consideration.
Waterford Dunmore East Future use of this property under consideration.
Waterford Stradbally Leased - will be surrendered.
Westmeath Ballinahowen Future use of this property under consideration.
Westmeath Ballymore Advertised for disposal.
Westmeath Castletown 

Geoghegan
An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied.

Westmeath Rathowen Future use of this property under consideration.
Wexford Baldwinstown Advertised for disposal.
Wexford Ballywilliam Future use of this property under consideration.
Wexford Kiltealy Advertised for disposal.
Wicklow Donard Future use of this property under consideration.
Wicklow Hollywood Future use of this property under consideration.

Summary

Advertised for disposal: 31

Future use of property under consideration: 67

Assigned for other State use: 4

Leased - will be surrendered: 8

Other State usage being considered: 9

“Retention requested by An Garda Síochána – Garda residence occupied”: 25

Assigned to Community: 6
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Being used by the Irish Coast Guard: 1

Retention requested by An Garda Síochána: 1

Total: 152

Table 2

County Maintenance and Security Costs  €
Carlow €244.00
Cavan €4,918.38
Clare €12,470.50
Cork €11,533.47
Donegal €8,702.24
Dublin €35,489.56
Galway €6,349.31
Kerry €19,106.07
Kildare €1,100.00
Kilkenny €9,023.47
Laois €6,795.47
Leitrim €20,343.45
Limerick €3,720.73
Longford €1,228.00
Mayo €3,334.75
Meath €4,367.58
Monaghan €5,998.68
Offaly €4,725.05
Roscommon €8,036.18
Sligo €13,823.60
Tipperary €960.43
Waterford €3,812.01
Wicklow €5,725.03
Westmeath €2,457.28
Wexford €17,035.22

€191,807.96

08/10/2013WRM02650Freedom of Information Legislation

08/10/2013WRM02700270. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in view 
of the fact that the new freedom of information Act will now include organisations that are 
currently substantially funded by the State, if this will include voluntary housing agencies.  
[41802/13]

08/10/2013WRM02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Freedom 
of Information Bill 2013, which I am currently sponsoring, passed Second Stage in the Dáil last 
Thursday (3 October 2013).

The Bill as currently drafted provides at Section 7 for the application of FOI to non-public 
bodies which are in receipt of significant funding from the State.  This will be progressed in due 
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course by way of Ministerial Order subject to consultation with the relevant Departments to 
agree on criteria to select bodies which are a priority for bringing within the FOI regime.

I cannot, however, say at this stage whether voluntary housing agencies might be made sub-
ject to FOI under the new Bill, when enacted.

08/10/2013WRM02850Office of Public Works Properties

08/10/2013WRM02900271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
access to Maynooth Castle, Maynooth, County Kildare, will be made available all year round to 
the local community to facilitate interest groups and tours; if he will review the current opening 
times with a view to easier access for the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41841/13]

08/10/2013WRM03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Maynooth Castle is one of 70 visitor sites administered by the Office of Public Works 
(OPW).  In 2013, the Castle was originally scheduled to open from 30th May-25th September 
but the closing date was extended to 29th September to coincide with the holding of the May-
nooth festival.

The opening and presentation of the Castle to visitors is undertaken by a number of seasonal 
guides operating under a roster system.  Due to budgetary and staffing constraints, the presen-
tation of the Castle, like many other OPW heritage sites, is generally confined to the summer 
tourist season. Regretfully, no changes can be made to the existing arrangements while the cur-
rent economic conditions prevail.

While heritage sites are administered by the State on behalf of all citizens, there are limi-
tations on what can be achieved. The OPW would like to have all of its heritage sites open 
throughout the year but this simply is not possible. The current difficulties can only be ad-
dressed if local communities get actively involved with the OPW in the presentation of sites.  
In 2012, I introduced a strategy whereby local communities could work with OPW in making 
heritage sites more accessible to the public, and I sought expressions from interested parties.  
Earlier this year, I again sought applications from local communities to participate in such a 
scheme. Community groups in the Maynooth area, who are interested in promoting their local 
heritage, should be encouraged to make an application.

08/10/2013WRM03050Freedom of Information Legislation

08/10/2013WRM03100272. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
details held by the Garda on those persons guilty of sex offences and who are subject to the 
requirements of the Sex Offenders Act 2001 will be made subject to freedom of information 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42031/13]

08/10/2013WRM03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Freedom 
of Information Bill 2013, which I am currently sponsoring, passed Second Stage in the Dáil last 
Thursday (3 October 2013).

The Bill as currently drafted provides, in accordance with the Programme for Government 
and the Government decision of July 2012 on the General Scheme of the Bill, that An Garda 
Síochána will be subject to freedom of information in relation to its administrative records sub-
ject to security exemptions.
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Under Schedule 1, Part 1 of the Bill as drafted, An Garda Síochána will be exempt from 
FOI, “other than insofar as it relates to administrative records relating to human resources, or 
finance or procurement matters”.

Information on persons subject to the requirements of the Sex Offenders Act 2001 will not, 
therefore, be potentially available for release under FOI.

08/10/2013WRN00150Office of Public Works Properties

08/10/2013WRN00200273. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Office of Public Works has completed the transfer of lands to Kilkenny Borough Council in 
respect of a housing estate (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [41946/13]

08/10/2013WRN00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works, have progressed this transfer as far as possible. 
The appropriate Deed of Transfer was furnished to the Solicitors for Kilkenny Borough Council 
some time ago. This Deed must be executed by Kilkenny Borough Council before the matter 
can be progressed.

Once the Deed has been executed by the Council the transfer of the lands will be completed.

08/10/2013WRN00350Flood Prevention Measures

08/10/2013WRN00400274. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding measures to prevent flooding from the River Wad in Donnycarney (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41992/13]

08/10/2013WRN00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The application for advancing flood mitigation works in the Donnycarney area of the 
River Wad has recently been approved by the Office of Public Works. The project is now mov-
ing forward with Dublin City Council acting as Contracting Authority and securing the neces-
sary landowner consents. The OPW will be carrying out the main elements of the mitigation 
works as agent of the Council using its own labour force. The required materials and equipment 
are currently being procured and it is expected that works will commence before the end of the 
year.

08/10/2013WRN00550Haddington Road Agreement Issues

08/10/2013WRN00600275. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will indicate, in respect of public health doctors and community medicine doctors who are 
on salaries of €65,000 or less and who work less than whole-time hours, are having pay cuts 
imposed in breach of the Haddington Road agreement; the measures he proposes to address 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42035/13]

08/10/2013WRN00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is a well 
established principle that the pay of job or work sharers and those on atypical work patterns is 
calculated by reference to the whole time equivalent pay rate for the grade or post in question. 
Under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013, pay reductions for 
public servants including public health doctors on annual salary rates in excess of €65,000 are 
calculated by reference to the full time equivalent salary and applied on a pro rata basis to those 
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who work less than full time hours. The reduced pay rates are calculated and applied in this 
way which is consistent with the legislation governing the conditions of employment of part-
time workers. Accordingly, the reduction in the rate of pay for full time and job sharing public 
servants is the same and any change in this relationship would create an inequity in the rate of 
pay for those doing similar work.

08/10/2013WRN00750Job Initiatives

08/10/2013WRN00800276. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total funds that are available in the stimulus plan announced on 17 July 2012; the amount that 
has been spent; what it has been spent on; the number of jobs that have been created as a result; 
the amount that has been left unspent; and the plans regarding same. [42315/13]

08/10/2013WRN00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In July 2012, 
the Government announced plans for an additional 2.25 billion euro investment in public infra-
structure projects in Ireland. The stimulus package comprises two elements:

- 1.4 billion euro to fund the proposed new Public Private Partnerships (PPP) programme. 
The National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) and the Department of Finance are lead-
ing on sourcing the private funding required and are liaising with my Department in this regard;

- 850 million euro coming from asset receipts, to be used as a project preparation facility for 
the new PPP programme and to fund additional Exchequer capital projects and other publicly 
needed projects.

 The PPP programme will provide schools, roads, health centres, justice facilities and the de-
velopment of a major third level facility in Grangegorman. Details of all projects and progress 
to date included in the Stimulus Package are published on the PPP website www.ppp.gov.ie.

It has been the Government’s consistent position that funds released from asset disposals 
should be used to support job creating initiatives in the economy. Funding for enabling works 
for these PPP projects has already been agreed with departments. Some development works 
are already underway and up to 50 million euro is expected to be spent next year. The bulk of 
the funding for PPPs will come from the private sector and will be spent as projects commence 
construction. Work is on-going to identify suitable projects as other funding becomes available. 

As you know job creation is a critical priority for Government. Investment in the projects 
included in the Stimulus Package is expected to generate approximately 13,000 direct, and 
many more indirect jobs spread out across the country. At this early stage in the process, most 
of the employment impact has been in the technical and advisory areas. Further appointments 
are pending and employment benefits will be evident as the projects progress through the ten-
dering phase and construction gets underway.  The indicative timetable for the projects suggests 
construction is expected to commence on the first roads project by the end of 2013 and on the 
accommodation projects by Q4 2014.  

Although not part of the new PPP programme, as part of the on-going monitoring of em-
ployment on current PPPs, the latest figures from the Schools Bundle 3 project indicate 4,079 
man-months of full time equivalent employment have been engaged up to the end of August.  

We will also be introducing social clauses into capital works projects in so far as possible to 
help support new jobs and youth employment.  Already a pilot is underway on the schools pro-
gramme which requires that 10% of the aggregate number of person weeks carried out on the 
site to be undertaken by those who are recruited from the ranks of the long-term unemployed 
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and 2.5% of the aggregate number of person weeks carried out on the site to be undertaken by 
apprentices.

08/10/2013WRN00950Flood Prevention Measures

08/10/2013WRN01000277. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the Enniscorthy flood relief scheme; when it is planned to remove the 
Seamus Rafter Bridge; when the pre-qualification competition assessment is expected to be 
completed; when the county council proposes to commence elements of the flood defence in 
advance of the main contract; what these elements will comprise; the persons who are the local 
interest groups that the county council are working in conjunction with; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42316/13]

08/10/2013WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Wexford County Council is acting as the Contracting Authority for the River Slaney 
(Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme as agent of the Office of Public Works. The Council is 
responsible for the programming of the works, for procuring the necessary consultants and 
contractors, and for liaising with stakeholders.   

The timeframe for removal of Seamus Rafter Bridge, which is an integral part of the scheme, 
is still to be determined as it is dependent on the construction of a replacement road bridge over 
the Slaney to the south of the town.  

The pre-qualification process for the appointment of both the Engineering Consultants for 
the main flood defence scheme itself, and the construction of the replacement road bridge and 
associated pedestrian bridge has been completed by the Council.  The successful consultants 
will shortly be requested to submit tenders for these areas of work. 

Prior to the commencement of the main flood defence scheme there is a requirement to re-
locate existing drainage pipes and other utilities services in the areas of the Promenade and the 
Swimming Pool.  The designs for these works are at an advanced stage and it is expected that 
consultation will take place in the coming 4 to 6 weeks between Enniscorthy Town Council, 
Wexford County Council and the Business Community in Enniscorthy.  The Council envisages 
that these advance works will not commence until early 2014. 

Progression of the overall scheme will be dependent on the continued availability of funding 
for flood risk management and on statutory approval being secured from the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform in due course. 

08/10/2013WRN01150Programme for Government Implementation

08/10/2013WRN01200278. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has brought in new guidelines to allow for a record to be kept of ministerial involvement with 
an issue and any decisions taken as per the commitment made in the programme for Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30044/13]

08/10/2013WRN01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a number of commitments, including that referred to in the 
Deputy’s question, to ensure that there is legal clarity and certainty regarding the legal relation-
ship between Ministers and their civil servants and the appropriate accountabilities that apply 
in each case.   As I have previously informed the House, my Department carried out a review 
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of the existing accountability framework for ministers and civil servants set out in the Ministers 
and Secretaries Acts and the Public Service Management Act, 1997.  A consultation paper based 
on the outcome of that review is currently being finalised.  

The case for guidelines in relation to the documentation of decision making can be assessed 
in the context of the process following the publication of the consultation paper.

08/10/2013WRN01350Departmental Staff Rehiring

08/10/2013WRN01400279. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress made in his programme for Government on senior public servants, including political 
appointees not working in the private sector, until two years have elapsed after they have left 
public service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30040/13]

08/10/2013WRN01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Pro-
gramme for Government commitment has been examined in the first instance in the context of 
the introduction of a statutory register of lobbyists and rules governing the conduct of lobbying. 

Government approval was secured at the end of April for the drafting of the Lobbying Regu-
lation Bill 2013 by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  The General Scheme has been 
referred to the Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform Committee for pre-legislative scrutiny.  
It is anticipated that the Bill will be published by end year.  In this Bill it is proposed that re-
strictions in relation to the “cooling off” period should be focused and targeted on the specific 
conflict of interest expected to arise in a lobbying situation. 

The legislation will require certain designated public officials or office holders to apply to 
the Lobbying Registrar for approval to take up a position involving lobbying of former col-
leagues (e.g. principals, peers or subordinates) in the public body in which they previously 
worked (or in a further public body to which such colleagues have subsequently transferred) 
during a period of one year subsequent to having left the public service. 

This approach allows the Lobbying Registrar to permit, for example, the take up of em-
ployment but to impose restrictions in relation to engagement in certain activities rather than a 
blanket ban.  This approach seeks to deliver on the policy objective of regulating this area while 
adopting a fair and proportionate approach on a case by case basis.

It should also be noted that the cooling-off period proposed is limited to one year rather than 
the two year period included in the Programme for Government.  This revised approach reflects 
a review by my Department of the duration of similar provisions in other jurisdictions which 
highlights that the introduction of a two-year restriction for a relatively wide body of public of-
ficials would fall into the upper-end of the international norms in this area (notwithstanding that 
there are significantly longer cooling–off periods in force in some jurisdictions).  The one-year 
period also aligns with the current post-public employment restriction in place under the Civil 
Service Code of Standards and Behaviour.  

The relevant OECD principles also highlight the requirement for countries to consider es-
tablishing restrictions for public officials leaving office to address other potential conflict of in-
terest situations that could arise.  As the Deputy is aware, it is planned that these other elements 
of the Programme for Government commitment which also arise from the recommendations 
contained in the final report of the Mahon Tribunal will be addressed through the reform of the 
legislative framework for ethics which is currently being progressed by my Department.
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08/10/2013WRN01550Programme for Government Implementation

08/10/2013WRN01600280. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an update on the programme for Government commitment on overhauling the Top 
Level Appointments Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39074/13]

08/10/2013WRN01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In mid-2011 
the structure of the Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC) was reformed such that it 
would have a majority of external members of whom one would be the Chair.  Since then there 
have been a number of developments in the recruitment and selection process at Secretary Gen-
eral and Assistant Secretary General level and equivalent.

- The number of candidates appointed from outside the Civil Service is gradually increasing 
and the majority of these external appointments are from the Private Sector.

- Mobility of Civil Servants to TLAC level posts in other Departments is increasing.

- Executive search services in addition to the Public Appointments Service, have been re-
tained to ensure that the widest possible pool of suitable candidates is available for these most 
senior Civil Service positions.

- TLAC has prepared revised Policies and Procedures.

08/10/2013WRN01750Civil Service Code of Conduct

08/10/2013WRN01800281. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether the policy of senior public servants not taking part in political or referendum 
campaigns is worthwhile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39075/13]

08/10/2013WRN01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Policies relat-
ing to the participation of public servants vary across different areas of the public service and 
restrictions on political activity are not uniform. My own Department is responsible for the 
policy that applies in relation to civil servants and political activity. This is set out in Circular 
9/2009, available on www.circulars.gov.ie.

There are clear restrictions on the majority of civil servants participating in political activ-
ity.  While there are some exceptions to this - including clerical staff with the approval of the 
Department, craft workers, state industrial and manual grades and grades below clerical grades 
- they are limited. 

In the civil service there has been a long tradition of political impartiality. This approach is 
reflected in the Code of Standards and Behaviour for Civil Servants. The Code, at paragraph 4 
states, that civil servants in the performance of their duties:

a. must conscientiously serve the duly elected Government of the day,  the other institutions 
of State and the public;

b. must advise and implement policy impartially and, in particular, be conscious of the need 
to maintain the independence necessary to give any future Minister or Government confidence 
in their integrity, and

c. should not display partiality whether as a result of personal or family ties or otherwise.

The rationale for restricting civil servants in relation to politics and political activity is to 
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ensure that a civil servant does not do anything that could give rise to a perception that his or her 
official actions are in any way influenced or capable of being influenced by political motives. 

It is my view that this policy remains relevant and worthwhile for civil servants to safeguard 
the fundamental principles of civil service impartiality and independence.

I understand that there is no comparable restriction on political activity in other sectors of 
the public service.

08/10/2013WRN01950Public Sector Reform Implementation

08/10/2013WRN02000282. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
structural reforms he has in mind to follow the short-term holding position achieved under the 
Haddington Road agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41487/13]

08/10/2013WRN02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan was published in November 2011 and 
set out an agenda for long-term sustainable reform of the Public Service. This represents a key 
element of the Government’s response to the economic situation and the need to continue to 
deliver important services, in the face of increased demands and reduced staff numbers and 
budgets.

This phase of reform has included a very strong focus on implementation and delivery of 
reform, and substantial progress has been made in areas such as reducing costs, improving ef-
ficiency and enhancing service delivery.  

The final report on progress under the Croke Park Agreement concluded that it facilitated 
significant cost savings, amounting to €1.8 billion over its lifetime, comprising of almost €1 
billion in pay savings and over €800m in non-pay efficiency savings, while also ensuring the 
delivery of a large number of reforms across all sectors of the Public Service.

The  Haddington Road Agreement, which came into force on 1 July, sets out the basis for a 
further contribution of €1 billion by the public service pay and pensions bill to our fiscal recov-
ery, through a series of equitable and sustainable measures.  These measures will allow for the 
creation of a more streamlined and unified public service. 

The Agreement also represents the largest productivity deal in the history of the State and 
will deliver an unprecedented increase in productivity across the Public Service through the 
provision of almost 15 million additional working hours by public servants.  This will help de-
liver long term and sustainable increases in productivity by reducing the requirement for paid 
overtime hours and agency costs and allowing management to maintain services against the 
backdrop of decreasing staff numbers, without any impact on services.  

It should be noted that the Agreement is not a short-term measure, rather it is a three-year 
agreement which will deliver long term sustainable reform in the Public Service, building on 
the significant change already delivered.

Almost two years since the Public Service Reform Plan was published, work is now under-
way to develop a renewed wave of reforms to build on progress to-date and refresh the current 
reform plan.  The Renewed Plan will address next steps for the existing reform areas set out 
in the current Public Service Reform Plan, as well as the identification of some new areas for 
reform.
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08/10/2013WRN02150EU Directives

08/10/2013WRN02200283. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the reason Ireland has failed to transpose Council Directive 2010/32/EU known as the 
SHARPS directive; the date on which this will happen; the sanctions that have been incurred; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42179/13]

08/10/2013WRN02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The transpo-
sition of the provisions of Council Directive 2010/32/EU of 10 May 2010 implementing the 
Framework Agreement on the prevention from sharps injuries in the hospital and healthcare 
sector is being carried out by my Department in consultation with the Health and Safety Author-
ity (HSA) and the Office of the Parliamentary Council to the Government (OPC). 

During consideration of the Draft Regulations a number of legal issues were identified that 
have delayed completion of the Regulations. While work continues on resolving these issues, it 
was not possible to formally settle the proposed Regulations from a legal perspective in time to 
meet the transposition deadline of 11 May 2013 as set down in Article 3 of the Directive.

My Department is working with the OPC to find a solution to these outstanding legal issues 
in order to be in a position to introduce legislation that is workable and enforceable and that 
meets the requirements of the Directive.

My Department has been in contact with the European Commission to advise it of the de-
lay in transposition and continues to keep them informed of progress. No sanction has been 
incurred to date.

Notwithstanding that the “Sharps” Directive itself has yet to be transposed through national 
Regulations, the duties to maintain a safe and healthy workplace under the Safety Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated regulations still obtain.

08/10/2013WRN02350Companies Law Issues

08/10/2013WRN02400284. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the current requirement for companies, which otherwise could avail of the audits exemption to 
complete two years statutory audits where annual return filings have been submitted late to the 
Companies Registration Office, will be removed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41850/13]

08/10/2013WRN02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Section 53 of 
the Companies (Auditing and Accounting) Act 2003 sets out that a company, having met the 
conditions in section 32(3) of the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1999, is not entitled to 
the exemption from the requirement to have its accounts audited in a financial year unless it has 
made its annual return on time for that year and the previous year.  

I requested that the matter of loss of audit exemption due to late filing of annual returns be 
examined by the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in detail in 2011 with a view to receiv-
ing a recommendation on whether any change should be made to the combined regime of late 
filing penalties and loss of audit exemption for qualifying companies in the case of late filing.  
The CLRG, which is composed of many company law practitioners and members of the ac-
counting profession, recommended no change to the present regime. 

While I support reducing burdens on business where warranted by circumstances, in the 
present case it is in the public interest that companies comply with filing requirements with the 
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Companies Registration Office so that interested parties have timely access to this essential 
information. 

08/10/2013WRN02550Employment Appeals Tribunal

08/10/2013WRN02600285. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to bring in legislation to deal with the gap in the law (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42106/13]

08/10/2013WRN02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are two 
significant issues that arise in this case. Firstly the matter of seeking to enforce the payment of 
an award made by one of the employment rights bodies and secondly on this not succeeding, 
the potential to have recourse to the Insolvency Payments Scheme for payment of that award. 

I am fully aware of the difficulties that can be experienced by individuals who have had 
awards made in their favour by employment rights bodies, including the Employment Appeals 
Tribunal (EAT), in enforcing those awards where employers fail or are not in a position to pay 
such awards.  

Under the current system of enforcement, the holder of an EAT award or their trade union 
may seek to enforce the award themselves through the Circuit Court or they may seek   the as-
sistance of the Minister to have this process carried out on their behalf. This involves the use of 
the Enforcement Services Unit of the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) to have 
such awards enforced if appropriate through the civil courts. 

I acknowledge that the system of enforcement of awards that has developed over the years 
has become complex and in some cases involves very long delays. In this context and in rela-
tion to industrial relations and employment rights generally I have initiated a root-and-branch 
reform with the objective of establishing a world-class Workplace Relations Service. 

I believe that for a workplace relations system to have credibility it must be supported 
by proportionate, effective and efficient compliance and enforcement measures. The current 
system of enforcement of employment rights awards is cumbersome, expensive and not fit for 
purpose.  For this reason, I am proposing to make provision in the Workplace Relations Bill 
for a range of enhanced compliance measures, including the use of Compliance Notices, Fixed 
Charge Notices and a new mechanism for enforcing awards of the WRC Adjudicators and La-
bour Court Determinations.  These measures will provide for more proportionate, efficient and 
effective enforcement of employment law. 

Under the new reformed system, if the decision of a WRC adjudication officer (at first in-
stance) or a determination of the Labour Court (on appeal) remains unimplemented, the com-
plainant may apply, in the former case to the Workplace Relations Commission or, in the latter 
case, to the Labour Court, for a binding and enforceable Determination Order directing the 
respondent to comply within a specified period.  A Determination Order made by the WRC or 
Labour Court may be enforced by either civil proceedings or criminal prosecution, or both. 

I am satisfied that the measures which I propose to introduce will provide successful com-
plainants with an accessible and inexpensive means whereby respondents can be compelled to 
honour the award of the WRC Adjudication Service or of the Labour Court, as the case may be.

Where an employer is legally insolvent (liquidation, receivership, bankruptcy etc.) the em-
ployee may be entitled to seek redress from the State under the Insolvency Payments Scheme 
which is operated by my colleague, the Minister for  Social Protection. I am aware that there are 
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some cases including the present case, where employers have ceased trading without engaging 
in a formal insolvency or winding-up process and where the company may have closed owing 
certain payments or statutory awards to its former employees.  Whilst it will not be possible to 
address the issue of so-called ‘informal insolvency’ through the workplace relations reforms 
which I have commenced, as it raises issues concerning insolvency law and the operation of 
the Insolvency Payments Scheme, I am informed by the Minister for Social Protection that the 
legislative position with regard to these types of situations is currently being reviewed by her 
Department with a view to establishing what, if anything, can be done to progress payments to 
individuals where no liquidator or receiver has been appointed. 

Any queries concerning such issues under the Insolvency Payments Scheme including pol-
icy, are fully within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Social Protection Joan Burton 
T.D and should be made directly to her.

08/10/2013WRN02750Employment Rights Issues

08/10/2013WRN02800286. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the industrial relations arms of the State will step in to help resolve a situation (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42156/13]

08/10/2013WRN02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Where an 
award under the Minimum Notice and Terms of Employment Act, 1973 has been made in fa-
vour of an employee, and the employer fails to pay the award, the employee or his/her trade 
union may make an application to the Circuit Court for an order directing the employer to com-
ply with the determination.  

Where an employee is not in a position to pursue a case in the Circuit Court, (e.g. for reasons 
of cost) the matter can be referred to the Enforcement Services Unit of the  National Employ-
ment Rights Authority (NERA), which may, in certain circumstances, make an application to 
the Courts for an order on his/her behalf.  

In deciding whether or not to intervene in the Minister’s name, NERA would have regard to 
the amount of the award, the potential for achieving a favourable outcome for the claimant and 
the scale of the costs likely to be incurred in doing so.  

The enforcement of a Circuit Court order whether directly obtained by the employee, their 
Union or NERA is the responsibility of the relevant County Sheriff and my Department has no 
capacity to intervene.  

Requests for the enforcement of such awards should be sent to:

Enforcement Services Section, National Employment Rights Authority (NERA), O’Brien 
Road, Carlow.  

Tel: 0599178990  Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 

Further information will be available from the new single website which has now replaced 
the previous 5 websites of the individual Employment Rights bodies.;www.workplacerelations.
ie.

08/10/2013WRN02950Joint Labour Committees Agreements
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08/10/2013WRN03000287. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when he 
intends to advance the establishment orders to provide for the restored joint labour committee 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42274/13]

08/10/2013WRN03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is important 
to note that the 2011 High Court ruling in the John Grace Fried Chicken case did not strike 
down the JLCs but rather the legislative provisions surrounding the formulation and making 
of Employment Regulation Orders. The Committees themselves have continued to exist and 
remain in existence as currently constituted pending the making of the Establishment Orders 
required to give effect to the recommendations contained in the Labour Court Report.

The Report owes its genesis to Section 41A of Industrial Relations Act 1946 (inserted by 
Section 11 of the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012) which provides that reviews of 
each JLC be carried out by the Labour Court, as soon as practicable after the commencement of 
the Act, and at least once every 5 years thereafter. 

The Labour Court appointed Ms Janet Hughes to assist with the review of the 10 existing 
JLCs.

The review assisted the Labour Court’s  deliberations as to whether any JLC should be 
abolished, maintained in its current form, amalgamated with another JLC or its establishment 
order amended and the Labour Court is required to make recommendations to me to this effect.

The Labour Court submitted its report of the review and recommendations in relation to 
the 10 existing JLCs to me last April. The report is detailed, comprehensive and complex and 
required careful examination and consideration. 

In publishing the Report and outlining the legal steps necessary for implementation of the 
Labour Court’s recommendations, I have been particularly mindful of issues arising as a result 
of the recent Supreme Court ruling in relation to Registered Employment Agreements (the Mc-
Gowan case).

With the exception of the Agriculture JLC, implementation of the recommendations regard-
ing the scope of the other nine JLCs will be given effect by way of Ministerial Order. As the 
Agricultural Workers JLC was established under primary legislation (the Industrial Relations 
Act 1976), an amendment to the Establishment Order requires amending primary legislation. 
I anticipate that the Establishment Orders necessary to give effect to the recommendations re-
garding the other nine JLCs will be made over the coming weeks.

At the conclusion of this process there will be eight JLCs remaining – and this will drop to 
seven when the legislation required to implement the recommendation relating to the Catering 
JLCs is enacted – leaving slightly over half the number that operated at the beginning of the re-
form process which I pursued on coming to Office. This latest development sits squarely within 
the context of the change required to improve Ireland’s competitiveness by enhancing wage 
flexibility while also ensuring protection for vulnerable workers.

08/10/2013WRN03150IDA Site Visits

08/10/2013WRN03200288. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency visits here in 2012; the way the figure compares to 
each of the past five years; the average cost of these visits in 2012 and for each of the past five 
years; the conversion rate for these visits for each of the past five years; the staff numbers and 
cost of Industrial Development Agency offices located abroad for 2012 and each of the past 
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five years; the work that has been done with other enterprise development organisations on the 
island of Ireland to create efficiencies and savings within these foreign offices; the number of 
IDA visits to each county here for 2012 and each of the past five years and the individual county 
conversion rates for those years.  [42304/13]

08/10/2013WRN03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
number of IDA Ireland sponsored site visits by potential investors on a county by county basis 
for each year of the five year period 2008 to 2012 is set out in the tabular statement below. 
(Table1)

I am informed by IDA Ireland that the potential clients visiting Ireland cover their own 
flight and accommodation costs while IDA Ireland covers the costs of transport within Ireland 
and meals.  These costs are met from within IDA’s Marketing, Consultancy, Promotions and 
Advertising budget. Details of the Agency’s spend under this heading for each of the years 2008 
to 2012, as shown in the Annual Report and Accounts are set out in Table 2.

Details of the number of staff in IDA Ireland’s overseas offices and the cost of running those 
offices in each of the 5 years 2008 to 2012 are set out in Table 3.

There is no direct co-relation between the number of site visits undertaken in any one year 
and the number of investments announced in that same year as a potential investor may pay 
more than one visit to a particular location and negotiations between IDA and a potential client 
can take a prolonged period of time to conclude which means that though a site visit may take 
place in one year the resulting investment may not take place until the following year or later. 
Details of the investments announced and the jobs created in each of the years 2008 to 2012 are 
set out in Table 4.

Where appropriate, IDA Ireland works closely with its sister agency Enterprise Ireland and 
there is a long history of co-operation between enterprise agencies on both sides of the Border. 

Table 1 

Showing the number of IDA sponsored site visits on a county by county basis paid by 
potential investors in each of the years 2008 to 2012

County 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Carlow 1 1 3 2 4
Cavan 1 0 3 0 3
Clare 2 9 7 15 14
Cork 41 29 44 27 38
Donegal 3 3 4 2 1
Dublin 92 90 197 150 196
Galway 14 22 41 35 18
Kerry 4 3 2 2 1
Kildare 1 1 2 3 1
Kilkenny 1 2 0 0 3

County 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Laois 6 1 0 2 0
Leitrim 0 0 0 0 0
Limerick 9 18 38 40 30
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County 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Longford 1 0 0 0 0
Louth 23 28 25 26 12
Mayo 3 1 1 0 1
Meath 3 2 0 2 0
Monaghan 0 0 0 1 0
Offaly 11 6 7 1 3
Roscommon 0 0 0 0 0
Sligo 2 5 12 3 6
Tipperary 0 1 1 1 5
Waterford 12 8 11 11 26
Westmeath 18 14 22 15 7
Wexford 0 0 1 0 3
Wicklow 2 2 5 3 6

  Table 2

Details of IDA Ireland’s Marketing, Consultancy, Promotions and Advertising spend 
in each or the years 2008 to 2012 as shown in the Agency’s Annual Reports.

2012 – €8,890,000

2011 – €8,909,000

2010 – €9,965,000 

2009 – €9,079,000

2008 – €11,169,000

Table 3

Details of the staff numbers in IDA Ireland’s overseas offices in each of the years 2008 
to 2012, together with the cost of running those offices in each of the years

YEAR Number of Staff Total cost
2008 53 €11.688m
2009 51 €11.700m
2010 51 €11.482m
2011 49 €10.516m
2012 49 €10.496m

  Table 4

Showing the number of IDA investments announced and the number of new jobs cre-
ated in IDA Client companies in each of the years 2008 to 2012

YEAR Number of Investments announced New jobs created 
2008 148 6,719
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2009 130 3,568
2010 126 11,224
2011 148 13,037
2012 144 12,722

08/10/2013WRN03350Companies Statistics

08/10/2013WRN03400289. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Enterprise Ireland high potential start ups that occurred here in 2012; the way the 
figure compares to each of the past five years; the average cost of these start ups for 2012 and 
for each of the past five years; the attrition rate of each of these high potential start ups for the 
past five years; the staff numbers and cost of each Enterprise Ireland office located abroad for 
2012 and the past five years; and the work that has been done with other enterprise development 
organisations on the island of Ireland to create efficiencies and savings within these foreign of-
fices.  [42306/13]

08/10/2013WRN03500291. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Enterprise Ireland HPSU in each county here for 2012 and each of the past five 
years; the Enterprise Ireland HPSU investment figure for each county in 2012 and for each of 
the past five years; and the annual employment totals for Enterprise Ireland HPSU companies 
in each county for 2012 and each of the past five years.  [42308/13]

08/10/2013WRN03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 289 and 291 together.

  Table 1 outlines the number of high potential start ups supported by EI between 2008 and 
2012 along with the total and average HPSU funding paid and the number that having ceased 
trading.

  Table 2 breaks down the number of high potential start-ups supported by EI between 2008 
and 2012 by county. Data relating to annual HPSU investment and employment levels at county 
level is considered commercially sensitive as it could permit the identification of individual 
companies. It is therefore not proposed to provide this data at county level. 

However, Table 3 provides 2012 Forfás Annual Employment Survey data for HPSUs sup-
ported by Enterprise Ireland between 2008 and 2012.  It is important to note that employment 
survey data is not available for all companies and excludes employment by HPSUs which have 
been acquired or have been subject to merger. Of the 415 HPSUs approved by Enterprise Ire-
land between 2008 and 2012, 2012 Forfás Employment data is available for 81% (337). These 
companies employed a total of 3,603 people as of 31 October 2012.

Enterprise Ireland operates a wide geographical network of offices across the globe (cur-
rently 30) which is central to serving Irish indigenous industry and delivering on an export 
led recovery for Ireland. In total EI currently has 148.5 staff in overseas locations (this num-
ber includes some vacancies which are currently at the recruitment process stage). In addition 
sanction for 20 new overseas contract staff in targeted High Growth Markets has recently been 
approved to increase resources in support of Irish companies’ efforts in these markets. The 
staff complement includes staff assigned to overseas regions from Ireland with experience of 
working with Enterprise Ireland’s client base in Ireland and staff recruited locally in interna-
tional markets with specific expertise and knowledge of the markets into which companies are 
exporting.  

In comparison to other relevant comparator countries, Enterprise Ireland operates a very 
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lean and relatively small scale overseas office network. EI has carefully marshalled its resourc-
es to best target and support client opportunities. EI’s overseas offices are reviewed annually as 
part of the organisation’s operational planning process to ensure that the trade and commercial 
opportunities for Irish companies are maximised. 

EI works very closely with other Government Departments and Agencies with an overseas 
presence, including in the context of the delivery of the ‘Trading and Investing in a Smart 
Economy’ strategy, and the work of the Export Trade Council. 

Where possible EI is co-located with Embassies, Consulates and other agency footprints, 
including IDA Ireland and Bord Bia, to minimise the overall cost of Ireland’s overseas network 
for example, 22 of EI’s 30 locations overseas are co-located. Where EI (in a small number 
of circumstances) is not co-located with another agency or body, this is primarily due to the 
location being a key business/commercial centre (rather than being the political centre where 
embassies are typically located).  All EI’s overseas offices collaborate closely with the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade team in Dublin and in relevant overseas Irish Embassies and 
Consulates. Furthermore, Enterprise Ireland and Invest Northern Ireland following the signing 
of a memorandum of understanding, can facilitate companies to take part in each others trade 
missions on a case by case basis. 

EI’s overseas network and international team are critical resources which EI is seeking to 
maintain at current agreed staffing levels to support Irish companies increase sales from Ireland 
and to sustain and grow jobs in Ireland.

Table 1: Enterprise Ireland HPSUs 2008-2012

Cohort Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
High Poten-
tial Start-ups 
Supported

72 73 80 93 97

HPSU Fund-
ing Paid(1)

€20,359,632 €21,665,199 €20,862,588 €20,764,962 €16,301,768

Average cost €282,773 €296,784 €260,782 €223,279 €168,059
High Poten-
tial Start-ups 
Ceased Trad-
ing(2)

17 13 6 5 1

( 1)The HPSU funding period is taken to include all approvals within five years of the initial 
HPSU approval.  Payment total shown here are as of 2 October 2013. 

(2) Figures shown here are based on available information as of 4 October 2013.

Table 2: High Potential Start-ups Supported – Cohort Year & County

Cohort Year/
County

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Carlow 2 1
Cavan 1 1 1
Clare 1 1 1
Cork 7 6 7 7 11
Donegal 1 1 1 2
Dublin 32 37 40 52 59
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Cohort Year/
County

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Galway 6 6 4 7 2
Kerry 1 1 2 1
Kildare 1 3 4 1
Kilkenny 1
Laois 1 1 1
Leitrim
Limerick 7 3 4 5 4
Longford 1 1 1
Louth 3 3 1 1 3
Mayo 3 1 1 1
Meath 1 1 1 2
Monaghan 3 1
Offaly 2 1
Roscommon 1
Sligo 2 3 1 1
Tipperary 1 2 3 2
Waterford 1 1 1 5
Westmeath 1 1 1
Wexford 2 1 2 1
Wicklow 2 2 3 2 3
Grand Total 72 73 80 93 97

Table 3: 2012 Employment High Potential Start-ups Supported 2008-2012   – Source: 2012 
Forfás Annual Employment Survey 

Cohort Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Number of HPSUs 
with 2012 Employ-
ment Data

52 62 65 79 79

Total 2012 Employ-
ment

740 728 623 957 555

Note: Employment data is provided as of 31st October 2012 and includes data for compa-
nies who may have closed in the intervening period - i.e. since the survey closed.

08/10/2013WRN03650Companies Statistics

08/10/2013WRN03700290. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Enterprise Ireland supported firms in each county here for 2012 and each of the past 
five years; the Enterprise Ireland investment figure for each county in 2012 and for each of the 
past five years; and the annual employment totals for Enterprise Ireland supported companies 
in each county for 2012 and each of the past five years.  [42307/13]

08/10/2013WRN03800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland’s mission is to partner with entrepreneurs, Irish businesses, and the research and invest-
ment communities to develop Ireland’s international trade, innovation, leadership, and competi-
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tiveness with the ultimate objective of job creation.

In 2012, total employment in Enterprise Ireland’s client companies increased to 169,451, 
made up of 145,460 in full time jobs and 23,991 in part-time positions.  This positive perfor-
mance by Irish companies was achieved notwithstanding the continuing economic challenges 
at home and abroad. 

  Table 1 below sets out the total employment figures in Enterprise Ireland supported com-
panies in each county in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 including a breakdown between 
full-time and part-time jobs.

  Tables 2 - 6   set out the number of Enterprise Ireland supported firms together with the 
total Investment figure for each county in 2012 and for each of the past five years.

  Table 1 – The annual employment totals for Enterprise Ireland supported companies. 

 County  Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Full Time 
Jobs

2,423 1,965 1,952 2,106 2,137

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

164 158 200 204 190

Carlow Total Jobs 2,587 2,123 2,152 2,310 2,327
Full Time 
Jobs

4,645 3,995 3,925 4,021 4,151

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

165 223 315 366 396

Cavan 4,810 4,218 4,240 4,387 4,547
Full Time 
Jobs

1,812 1,547 1,618 1,552 1,580

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

175 200 227 270 194

Clare 1,987 1,747 1,845 1,822 1,774
Full Time 
Jobs

19,408 17,287 16,411 17,784 18,629

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

1,959 1,999 1,950 2,144 2,199

Cork 21,367 19,286 18,361 19,928 20,828
Full Time 
Jobs

3,342 2,767 2,662 2,784 2,655

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

574 659 665 722 706

Donegal 3,916 3,426 3,327 3,506 3,361
Full Time 
Jobs

54,961 50,318 48,859 49,477 50,159
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 County  Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

7,373 8,167 9,588 11,854 11,612

Dublin 62,334 58,485 58,447 61,331 61,771
Full Time 
Jobs

6,107 5,470 5,494 5,901 6,063

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

666 650 653 908 1,119

Galway 6,773 6,120 6,147 6,809 7,182
Full Time 
Jobs

3,415 3,156 3,092 3,230 3,318

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

470 445 514 503 478

Kerry 3,885 3,601 3,606 3,733 3,796
Full Time 
Jobs

4,736 4,698 4,450 5,160 5,450

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

410 351 546 655 632

Kildare 5,146 5,049 4,996 5,815 6,082
Full Time 
Jobs

3,722 3,071 2,920 2,869 3,089

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

448 492 581 570 580

Kilkenny 4,170 3,563 3,501 3,439 3,669
Full Time 
Jobs

1,390 1,106 1,059 991 929

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

62 101 96 107 182

Laois 1,452 1,207 1,155 1,098 1,111
Full Time 
Jobs

726 575 537 536 574

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

51 59 71 71 62

Leitrim 777 634 608 607 636
Full Time 
Jobs

7,311 6,337 6,113 6,048 6,279

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

580 678 723 693 745

Limerick 7,891 7,015 6,836 6,741 7,024
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 County  Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Full Time 
Jobs

1,864 1,693 1,575 1,529 1,557

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

73 124 132 121 120

Longford 1,937 1,817 1,707 1,650 1,677
Full Time 
Jobs

5,257 4,523 4,247 4,225 4,328

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

489 563 662 741 681

Louth 5,746 5,086 4,909 4,966 5,009
Full Time 
Jobs

3,297 3,106 2,942 3,127 3,054

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

262 327 338 343 362

Mayo 3,559 3,433 3,280 3,470 3,416
Full Time 
Jobs

4,740 4,294 4,288 4,450 4,771

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

485 558 681 772 597

Meath 5,225 4,852 4,969 5,222 5,368
Full Time 
Jobs

4,093 3,236 3,195 3,311 3,463

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

228 241 309 361 408

Monaghan 4,321 3,477 3,504 3,672 3,871
Full Time 
Jobs

3,353 2,749 2,730 2,731 2,699

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

174 224 165 199 193

Offaly 3,527 2,973 2,895 2,930 2,892
Full Time 
Jobs

1,646 1,323 1,191 1,165 1,119

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

66 97 140 125 106

Roscom-
mon

1,712 1,420 1,331 1,290 1,225

Full Time 
Jobs

1,560 1,271 1,281 1,332 1,508
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 County  Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

186 286 198 191 130

Sligo 1,746 1,557 1,479 1,523 1,638
Full Time 
Jobs

5,895 5,003 4,862 4,480 4,313

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

473 487 620 632 700

Tipperary 6,368 5,490 5,482 5,112 5,013
Full Time 
Jobs

5,093 3,914 3,919 4,217 4,063

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

500 478 558 455 414

Waterford 5,593 4,392 4,477 4,672 4,477
Full Time 
Jobs

2,948 2,242 2,151 2,181 2,352

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

174 285 242 231 240

Westmeath 3,122 2,527 2,393 2,412 2,592
Full Time 
Jobs

4,250 4,010 3,942 3,793 3,881

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

442 495 518 481 521

Wexford 4,692 4,505 4,460 4,274 4,402
Full Time 
Jobs

3,928 3,263 3,137 3,122 3,339

Contract/
Part Time 
Jobs

620 540 564 518 424

Wicklow 4,548 3,803 3,701 3,640 3,763

Total  Jobs 179,191 161,806 159,808 166,359 169,451

   Table 2 - Enterprise Ireland Investment for each county in 2012   

County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Carlow €1,575,046 €388,000 €1,187,046 32
Cavan €1,705,582 €230,000 €1,475,582 23
Clare €555,740 €60,000 €495,740 16
Cork €18,647,024 €3,710,000 €14,937,024 149
Donegal €1,566,139 €755,000 €811,139 31
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County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Dublin €32,274,787 €16,794,058 €15,480,729 543
Galway €5,089,486 €1,740,250 €3,349,236 67
Kerry €700,607 €0 €700,607 17
Kildare €1,418,416 €215,000 €1,203,416 40
Kilkenny €2,730,305 €400,000 €2,330,305 24
Laois €318,966 €125,000 €193,966 11
Leitrim €314,386 €0 €314,386 5
Limerick €3,999,718 €1,550,000 €2,449,718 51
Longford €1,305,071 €350,000 €955,071 10
Louth €2,572,479 €340,000 €2,232,479 43
Mayo €1,423,213 €335,000 €1,088,213 30
Meath €1,047,664 €125,000 €922,664 29
Monaghan €4,058,751 €505,000 €3,553,751 28
Offaly €942,722 €525,976 €416,746 12
Roscommon €445,507 €50,000 €395,507 9
Sligo €1,173,740 €705,000 €468,740 20
Tipperary €5,339,440 €725,000 €4,614,440 29
Waterford €5,586,955 €1,875,000 €3,711,955 30
Westmeath €1,023,096 €25,000 €998,096 13
Wexford €3,787,278 €470,000 €3,317,278 31
Wicklow €1,821,507 €1,004,935 €816,571 30
Grand Total €101,423,626 €33,003,219 €68,420,406 1323

Table 3 - Enterprise Ireland Investment for each county in 2011   

County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies            

Carlow €1,595,421 €650,000 €945,421 30
Cavan €3,300,672 €1,536,215 €1,764,457 22
Clare €1,002,527 €90,000 €912,527 22
Cork €11,051,439 €2,562,560 €8,488,879 150
Donegal €2,154,103 €0 €2,154,103 31
Dublin €35,922,704 €16,152,943 €19,769,761 522
Galway €4,975,997 €1,645,156 €3,330,841 87
Kerry €2,436,546 €250,000 €2,186,546 25
Kildare €1,813,079 €69,144 €1,743,935 39
Kilkenny €2,171,798 €25,000 €2,146,798 22
Laois €790,168 €320,600 €469,568 10
Leitrim €53,869 €0 €53,869 2
Limerick €3,553,432 €1,300,000 €2,253,432 69
Longford €2,821,789 €100,000 €2,721,789 12
Louth €2,334,763 €415,000 €1,919,763 54



Questions - Written Answers

248

County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies            

Mayo €1,655,186 €25,000 €1,630,186 32
Meath €1,676,807 €400,000 €1,276,807 30
Monaghan €2,494,960 €0 €2,494,960 29
Offaly €1,065,405 €100,000 €965,405 15
Roscommon €951,119 €125,000 €826,119 12
Sligo €1,228,555 €430,000 €798,555 24
Tipperary €3,931,030 €500,000 €3,431,030 27
Waterford €2,662,130 €1,625,000 €1,037,130 35
Westmeath €1,314,112 €625,000 €689,112 18
Wexford €3,724,277 €185,000 €3,539,277 30
Wicklow €1,588,508 €375,000 €1,213,508 33
Grand Total €98,270,393 €29,506,618 €68,763,776 1382

Table 4 - Enterprise Ireland Investment for each county in 2010   

2010 County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Carlow €2,987,859 €729,224 €2,258,635 31
Cavan €8,443,535 €550,000 €7,893,535 30
Clare €2,399,927 €400,000 €1,999,927 28
Cork €20,356,775 €3,565,000 €16,791,775 176
Donegal €3,978,674 €200,000 €3,778,674 42
Dublin €56,007,544 €18,440,480 €37,567,064 552
Galway €10,091,244 €3,915,425 €6,175,819 92
Kerry €1,818,543 €375,000 €1,443,543 29
Kildare €6,215,551 €1,313,000 €4,902,551 44
Kilkenny €5,018,227 €450,000 €4,568,227 26
Laois €1,736,202 €325,000 €1,411,202 18
Leitrim €724,353 €0 €724,353 8
Limerick €6,702,705 €2,275,000 €4,427,705 73
Longford €1,512,959 €0 €1,512,959 14
Louth €5,400,265 €1,000,000 €4,400,265 62
Mayo €2,749,588 €570,000 €2,179,588 31
Meath €4,610,865 €435,000 €4,175,865 44
Monaghan €6,234,309 €0 €6,234,309 39
Offaly €2,299,098 €0 €2,299,098 24
Roscommon €1,972,224 €75,000 €1,897,224 12
Sligo €1,700,076 €750,000 €950,076 26
Tipperary €6,413,094 €650,000 €5,763,094 31
Waterford €4,488,247 €700,000 €3,788,247 41
Westmeath €2,623,522 -€99,312 €2,722,834 31
Wexford €6,016,719 €535,000 €5,481,719 40
Wicklow €2,954,451 €79,500 €2,874,951 47
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Total €175,456,556 €37,233,317 €138,223,239 1591

Table 5 - Enterprise Ireland Investment for each county in 2009 

 County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Carlow €2,434,889 €1,015,000 €1,419,889 28
Cavan €7,835,218 €1,000,000 €6,835,218 23
Clare €1,274,883 €250,000 €1,024,883 25
Cork   €24,337,051 €6,725,000 €17,612,051 174
Donegal €2,417,087 €800,000 €1,617,087 31
Dublin €55,861,618 €26,018,334 €29,843,284 486
Galway €7,640,019 €2,538,537 €5,101,482 73
Kerry €7,264,802 €1,050,000 €6,214,802 28
Kildare €11,762,954 €7,423,350 €4,339,604 44
Kilkenny €7,732,100 €0 €7,732,100 22
Laois €1,737,111 €700,000 €1,037,111 13
Leitrim €906,471 €100,000 €806,471 8
Limerick €5,618,090 €3,170,000 €2,448,090 71
Longford €2,586,043 €700,000 €1,886,043 12
Louth €5,534,864 €2,456,000 €3,078,864 62
Mayo €7,532,245 €1,730,000 €5,802,245 31
Meath €1,534,141 €204,650 €1,329,491 34
Monaghan €5,803,426 €0 €5,803,426 34
Offaly €2,011,380 €1,100,000 €911,380 18
Roscommon €557,731 €250,000 €307,731 8
Sligo €2,208,757 €1,490,000 €718,757 24
Tipperary    €7,519,827 €1,375,000 €6,144,827 28
Waterford €2,364,539 €935,000 €1,429,539 28
Westmeath €1,764,470 €575,000 €1,189,470 15
Wexford €1,795,792 €150,000 €1,645,792 34
Wicklow €5,482,913 €2,000,000 €3,482,913 39
Total €183,518,423 €63,755,871 €119,762,552 1393

Table 6 - Enterprise Ireland Investment for each county in 2008

County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Carlow €1,424,226 €270,000 €1,154,226 16
Cavan €1,905,729 €0 €1,905,729 16
Clare €1,175,564 €250,000 €925,564 17
Cork    €18,697,076 €2,096,400 €16,600,676 113
Donegal €2,244,109 €99,949 €2,144,160 28
Dublin €27,155,380 €10,491,516 €16,663,864 304
Galway €6,020,546 €2,242,250 €3,778,296 62
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County Total Payment Equity Grant No. of Compa-
nies

Kerry €2,035,003 €320,000 €1,715,003 19
Kildare €3,423,184 €151,106 €3,272,078 25
Kilkenny €10,976,994 €0 €10,976,994 18
Laois €911,437 €450,000 €461,437 10
Leitrim €242,913 €0 €242,913 7
Limerick €3,299,727 €950,000 €2,349,727 47
Longford €1,655,894 €1,114,000 €541,894 7
Louth €1,505,797 €100,000 €1,405,797 38
Mayo €2,335,137 €650,000 €1,685,137 28
Meath €1,093,263 €0 €1,093,263 22
Monaghan €2,276,547 €0 €2,276,547 29
Offaly €4,389,552 €872,448 €3,517,104 18
Roscommon €550,965 €440,000 €110,965 5
Sligo €842,413 €85,000 €757,413 13
Tipperary €2,597,863 €0 €2,597,863 18
Waterford €1,343,902 €450,000 €893,902 25
Westmeath €896,664 €100,000 €796,664 21
Wexford €2,045,054 €0 €2,045,054 29
Wicklow €2,968,814 €661,885 €2,306,929 26
Total Payments €104,013,751 €21,794,554 €82,219,196 961

 Question No. 291 answered with Question No. 289.

County and City Enterprise Boards Issues

08/10/2013WRO00200292. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
salary scale for chief executive officer of county enterprise boards; the length of service of each 
CEO; the severance packages or pensions available to them should they leave their post on the 
dissolution of the county enterprise boards on or before the enactment of the County Enterprise 
Boards (Dissolution) Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42408/13]

08/10/2013WRO00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The pay of the 
Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of the County Enterprise Boards (CEBs) is subject to normal 
Public Service pay guidelines.  At present, the abated salary range, which applies to CEOs who 
did not join the CEB Pension Scheme, ranges from €63,423.30 up to €82,156.01 while the non-
abated salary ranges from €66,637.34 up to €86,253.78.

The CEOs would have been appointed at various stages over the lifetime of the CEBs and, 
accordingly, their length of service would range from the inception of the CEBs in 1993 to more 
recent appointees in the last 12 months.

On retirement CEOs of CEBs do not receive a severance package but the normal Public 
Service pension provisions would apply.

Redundancy Statistics
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08/10/2013WRO00400293. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the savings made 
due to the changes to State redundancy contributions since 2011; if the matter is open to review; 
if she is concerned that the changes are acting as a barrier to employers taking on new perma-
nent employees; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41935/13]

08/10/2013WRO00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the redundancy 
payments scheme is to compensate workers, under the Redundancy Payments Acts, for the loss 
of their jobs by reason of redundancy.

Compensation is based on the worker’s length of reckonable service and reckonable weekly 
remuneration, subject to a ceiling of €600 per week.  

It is the responsibility of the employer to pay statutory redundancy to all their eligible em-
ployees.  Employers who pay statutory redundancy payments to their employees are entitled to 
a rebate of a portion of that payment from the State if the date of dismissal by reason of redun-
dancy is before 1 January 2013.  

In Budget 2012 the level of the rebate was reduced from 60% to 15% and in Budget 2013 
the Government decided to remove the redundancy rebate to employers in respect of redundan-
cies where the date of dismissal is on or after 1 January 2013.

Where an employer can prove that he/she cannot afford to pay a statutory redundancy pay-
ment, the State makes a lump sum payment directly to the individual and a debt is raised against 
the employer which the State will endeavour to recover.  The Budget changes have no impact 
on the level of these payments.

Rebates to employers and lump sums paid directly to employees are paid from the Social In-
surance Fund (SIF).  I am very concerned about the deficit in the SIF.  One of the factors which 
influenced the Government’s decision to reduce the level of the rebate initially and to remove it 
in Budget 2013 was the increasing cost of rebates.

While the SIF is constituted primarily from employer contributions, the taxpayers’ contribu-
tion is also significant.  I do not see why this country should continue to borrow money to plug 
the hole in the SIF in order to compensate often profitable companies for the cost of making 
their employees redundant in Ireland and, in some cases, transferring their employment abroad.

The continuation of the rebate payment was not sustainable in the current economic climate.  
While this may cause difficulties for employers it should be noted that redundancy rebate pay-
ments to employers are not common in many EU and other jurisdictions.  The current arrange-
ments bring Ireland more closely into line with practice in other countries and it is not proposed 
to review the matter.

As the number of redundancy claims received by the Department has reduced in recent 
years it is not possible to attribute all of the decrease in expenditure on redundancy rebates to 
the Budget changes.  However, it is worth noting that expenditure on redundancy rebate pay-
ments decreased from €373.3 million in 2010 to €188.3 million in 2011 and to €167.4 million 
in 2012.

I am not aware of any evidence that the removal of the redundancy rebate is acting as a bar-
rier to employers taking on permanent employees.

Back to Education Allowance Appeals
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08/10/2013WRO00600294. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review of the deci-
sion not to grant back to education allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
15 can be undertaken.  [42075/13]

08/10/2013WRO00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The qualification criteria for back 
to education allowance stipulate that the approved full-time education course must lead to a 
higher qualification on the National Framework of Qualifications other than that already held; 
existing participants cannot pursue a course at a similar qualification level. 

A Case Officer will meet with the person concerned to review options and seek to agree a 
suitable progression route.

Social Welfare Eligibility

08/10/2013WRO00800295. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of widowed or surviving civil partner grant applications received by her Department from per-
sons who were not formally married or entered into civil partnership but living together with 
dependent children over the past three years; the number of instances per year in which such 
applications were successful; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41806/13]

08/10/2013WRO00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The social welfare code recognises 
three types of relationship between couples which includes those who are married, civil part-
ners and cohabitants.  The term civil partner only applies to a person who has registered their 
civil partnership.  Cohabitants are same sex or opposite sex couples who are living together.

Widowed or surviving civil partner grant is a once-off payment of €6,000 to widows, wid-
owers or surviving civil partners with dependent children.  It is not payable to someone who 
was not married to, or in a registered civil partnership with another person.

The following table shows the number of applications for widowed or surviving civil part-
ner grant received since 2010.  A total of 183 claims have been disallowed during that period.  
Of this cohort, four were disallowed because the application was received from a person who 
was not the spouse or civil partner of the deceased.

Year Received Disallowed
2010 1,224 48
2011 1,178 44
2012 1,130 53
2013 (to end-August) 800 38

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRO01000296. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlement 
to jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in the af-
termath of disposal of property, the capital balance of which affected their entitlement to same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41811/13]

08/10/2013WRO01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of the jobseekers allow-
ance claim of the person concerned was undertaken following his disposal of a property.  A new 
entitlement of €122.80 jobseekers allowance per week has now been established.



8 October 2013

253

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRO01200297. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) who has no source of income will be immediately assessed for jobseeker’s allowance 
application which is currently under appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41815/13]

08/10/2013WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
3rd October 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

If the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet her needs it is open to her to 
contact Community Welfare Services regarding her entitlement to supplementary welfare al-
lowance pending the completion of the appeal process.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

08/10/2013WRO01400298. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41843/13]

08/10/2013WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 31st July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Code Issues

08/10/2013WRO01600299. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the living 
alone allowance is deemed a core social welfare payment within her Department; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41844/13]

08/10/2013WRO01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The term “core social welfare pay-
ments” refer to those primary weekly payments that are intended to enable recipients to meet 
their basic day-to-day income needs.  These payments include weekly paid income support 
schemes such as State pensions.

The Department pays out a range of other payments, both cash and non-cash on a weekly, 
monthly or less frequent basis.  These payments are considered secondary, or non-primary, in 
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nature.

The living alone increase is an additional payment of €7.70 per week made to people aged 
66 years or over who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments, including State pensions 
and who are living alone.  It is also available to people who are under 66 years of age who are 
living alone and are in receipt of disability allowance, invalidity pension, incapacity supple-
ment and blind pension.

The payment of the living alone increase is considered secondary, or non-primary, in nature.

Social Welfare Eligibility

08/10/2013WRO01800300. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider in-
cluding those in receipt of a one parent family payment for consideration for participation under 
the momentum scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41860/13]

08/10/2013WRO01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Momentum initiative to pro-
vide free education and training projects for up to 6,500 long-term jobseekers.  The initiative 
is administered by FÁS and funded by the Department of Education and Skills through the 
National Training Fund (NTF) and co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF).  In line 
with the commitments given in Pathways to Work, eligibility for the Momentum initiative is 
targeted at the long term unemployed and a participant must meet the following criteria:- Be 
unemployed and on the Live Register for 12 months (312days) or longer and - Be in receipt 
of Jobseekers Allowance/Benefit from the Department of Social Protection (DSP) or credited 
contributions for 12 months or longer and - Be actively seeking work.

Receipt of a one parent family allowance does not satisfy the criteria for this initiative.  
However, the Deputy should note the wide range of other activation supports available to those 
in receipt of this payment.  It should also be noted that the Momentum initiative represents a 
small percentage of the state-funded places provided in 2013 in further education, higher educa-
tion and training.

Eligibility for accessing many of these interventions is not contingent on receipt of a social 
welfare payment or signing for credited contributions.  Extension of the Momentum initiative 
to those not associated with the Live Register is not being considered given the current size 
and construct of the Live Register, in particular the numbers of people who are now long-term 
unemployed.

Social Welfare Code Issues

08/10/2013WRO02000301. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which 
volunteering is promoted within social welfare offices here; if all social welfare officers are en-
couraged to promote volunteering as an option available to jobseekers and to make jobseekers 
aware of volunteering services available in their locality; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41864/13]

08/10/2013WRO02100302. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection if current internal 
guidelines in social welfare offices for the voluntary work option will be updated to ensure 
that no anomalies occur between deciding social welfare officers; if public guidelines will be 
updated to ensure that job seekers can clearly find eligibility criteria for the voluntary work 
programme and examples of suitable roles and acceptable levels of voluntary work; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter.  [41868/13]

08/10/2013WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
301 and 302 together.

I am deeply conscious of the long tradition of volunteering in this country and the contribu-
tion that volunteering makes to Ireland’s social fabric.  In recognition of the vital role played 
by the voluntary community, my Department operates a Voluntary Work Option scheme for 
customers on the Jobseeker schemes.  Under these arrangements a Jobseeker customer may 
engage in voluntary work within the State without affecting their entitlements provided they 
continue to satisfy the statutory conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking work.  

The aims of the Voluntary Work Option are twofold, namely: i) - to encourage voluntary 
organisations to involve jobseekers to the greatest extent possible in their activities by creating 
new opportunities for voluntary work; and ii) - to inform jobseekers of their freedom to involve 
themselves in voluntary work and to encourage them to do so.

Examples of voluntary work in which jobseekers may engage include helping the sick, el-
derly or persons with a disability or assisting youth clubs, church groups, sports groups, cultural 
organisations and local resident associations.  Voluntary groups may be locally or nationally 
organised and may include community groups.

Details of the Voluntary Work Option arrangements are published on the Department’s web-
site and, in order to ensure that the profile is raised, all staff involved in the administration of 
the Jobseeker schemes were recently reminded of these arrangements and of the operational 
procedures under which they operate.

Social Welfare Overpayments

08/10/2013WRO02300303. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
basis of an alleged overpayment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; the hear-
ings and findings that took place; when the person was notified of this fine; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [41905/13]

08/10/2013WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An overpayment has arisen in this 
case as the person concerned was in employment as a cleaner, from 17th February 1997 to 31st 
August 1999, while simultaneously receiving payments of jobseeker’s allowance.  She did not 
inform her Social Welfare Local Office that she was working and continued to claim on the 
basis that she was fully unemployed.  The person concerned was interviewed under caution on 
8th  September 1999 when this was put to her.  At this interview she admitted to working while 
concurrently claiming jobseeker’s allowance.

There is no fine or penalty, administrative or court-imposed, in this case but rather a straight-
forward recovery of the amount of benefit overpaid as a result of her non-disclosure of em-
ployment.  The person concerned was notified of the fine on 17th September 1999.  Her total 
overpayment of jobseeker’s allowance was £9083.45 which equated to €11533.60.  She agreed 
to deductions of £2.00 per week in 1999 from her jobseeker’s allowance payment.  She then 
agreed on 2nd April 2003 to a deduction of €5.00 per week from her one parent family payment 
claim.  To date the outstanding balance is €8223.60.

Disability Allowance Appeals



Questions - Written Answers

256

08/10/2013WRO02500304. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision to termi-
nate a person’s disability allowance will be reviewed by the original deciding officer on foot of 
correspondence from a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [41922/13]

08/10/2013WRO02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 10th June 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and comments 
by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the Department 
of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 23rd 
September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The additional evidence submitted, by the person concerned, will be brought to the attention 
of the Appeals Officer who is assigned this case. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Code Issues

08/10/2013WRO02700305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a PRSI refund 
for 2006-2007 will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who 
should not have paid PRSI for this year as they were over 66 years of age; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [41960/13]

08/10/2013WRO02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): With effect from 1 January 2010 
an application for the return of PRSI contributions was limited to within four years of the last 
day of the contribution year in respect of which the contributions concerned were paid.  The 
legislation governing this four year limitation is contained in section 38A to the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act 2005.

As the application on behalf of the person referred to by the Deputy was received in De-
cember 2012, a refund was given for the previous four years in accordance with the above 
legislation.

Rent Supplement Scheme Application Numbers

08/10/2013WRO02900306. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons in receipt of rent supplement for more than three months. [41966/13]

08/10/2013WRO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  The Government has provided over 
€403 million for the scheme for 2013.  There are currently 82,000 rent supplement recipients 
of which approximately 75,000 are in receipt of the supplement for more than three months.

Invalidity Pension Appeals
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08/10/2013WRO03100307. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41987/13]

08/10/2013WRO03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 31st July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRO03300308. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when farm assist will 
be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [42001/13]

08/10/2013WRO03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an oral hearing of this case was held on 6th August 2013.  At the hearing 
the person concerned undertook to provide additional information to the Appeals Officer.  To 
date, this information has not been received.  As soon as the additional information is received, 
the Appeals Officer will complete her consideration of the appeal.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Pension Provisions

08/10/2013WRO03500309. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason work-
ers pay into their private pension schemes from their gross income less the State pension of 
€230.30 and not from their gross income; if it is possible to pay in from gross income, as work-
ers are losing money going into pensions under the current scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42011/13]

08/10/2013WRO03600337. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason work-
ers pay into their private pension schemes form their gross income less the State pension of 
€230.30 and not from their gross income; if it is possible to pay in from  gross income in view 
of the fact that workers are losing money going into pensions under the current scheme; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [42446/13]

08/10/2013WRO03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
309 and 337 together.

I understand from your question that the type of pension scheme you are referring to is an 
integrated pension scheme.  An integrated pension scheme is one where the State pension is 
viewed as part of the total pension package promised to employees on retirement. 
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Integration is used as a means of taking into account the benefits payable under the social 
welfare system to calculate the amount of occupational pension required, so that the combined 
pension from both sources is at the level set in designing the scheme and to calculate the level 
of contribution payable by the employee towards the cost of their occupational pension.

The rationale for integrated schemes is to make retirement schemes as efficient as possible, 
i.e. to take account of total income after retirement, and to allow for the fact that almost all 
members are likely to qualify for a State pension to which the employee and the employer have 
contributed. 

If an employee wishes to make additional contributions to his/her normal contributions, he/
she may do so if the rules of the particular scheme permits such contributions to be made.  If 
the scheme rules do not permit AVCs to be made, then a Standard Personal Retirement Savings 
Account (PRSA) must be offered by his/her employer for the purpose of making AVCs.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRO03800310. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in communicating the outcome of an oral hearing of a carer’s allowance application in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [42032/13]

08/10/2013WRO03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence in-
cluding that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to partially allow the appeal of the person 
concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/10/2013WRP00150Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRP00200311. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork will receive a decision on their appeal for supplementary welfare 
allowance payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42034/13]

08/10/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
19th September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/10/2013WRP00350Departmental Reports

08/10/2013WRP00400312. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of reports that 
she has commissioned Indecon to undertake and the cost of same. [42040/13]
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08/10/2013WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The procurement of services is 
essential to support the Department in providing high quality service to the public in a cost 
effective and efficient manner and is governed by a comprehensive regulatory, legal and pro-
cedural framework.  The Department engages consultants (individuals or organisations) to pro-
vide intellectual or knowledge based services (e.g. expert analysis and advice) including the 
delivery of reports, studies, assessments, recommendations and proposals that contribute to 
decision making or policy making. Since March 2011, Indecon International Economic Consul-
tants have been engaged once at a cost of €59,557 to undertake an independent evaluation of the 
operation and impact of JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, and to make recommenda-
tions upon improvements to the operation of the Scheme.  This engagement followed an open 
procurement procedure which was completed in April, 2012.  The final report of the evaluation 
was published on 1st May, 2013.

08/10/2013WRP00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

08/10/2013WRP00600313. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
when an oral hearing will be arranged for this appeal; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [42041/13]

08/10/2013WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 14th October 2013.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/10/2013WRP00750Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRP00800314. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if the domiciliary care 
allowance has been approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [42042/13]

08/10/2013WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was notified 
on the 16th September 2013 that her domiciliary care allowance appeal was successful and that 
the allowance has been awarded from 1st September 2012.  All arrears of payment due to her 
have now issued.

08/10/2013WRP00950Invalidity Pension Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP01000315. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will stipulate the 
eligibility criteria set down by her Department for persons applying for invalidity pension; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [42052/13]

08/10/2013WRP01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions.  
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A claimant must be regarded as permanently incapable of work, which is defined as incapac-
ity for work of such a nature that the likelihood is that the claimant will be incapable of work for 
life or an incapacity which has existed for 12 months prior to the date of claim, and where the 
deciding officer or an appeals officer is satisfied that the claimant is likely to be unable to work 
for at least 1 year from the date of claim.

All medical assessments for invalidity pension are carried out by the department’s medi-
cal assessors who present their medical opinions from the assessment for the guidance of the 
deciding officers in the scheme areas.  Medical assessors carry out desk assessments of medi-
cal evidence/reports supplied by doctors/patients in order to provide a medical opinion for 
the guidance of deciding and appeals officers.  In the case of appeals, the opinion of a second 
medical assessor will be sought on the evidence provided by the claimant and his/her medical 
practitioner(s).  All assessments are carried out in accordance with the accepted guidelines of 
the Irish Medical Council. Medical assessors are fully qualified and experienced practitioners 
and must have at least 6 years satisfactory experience in the practice of medicine since regis-
tration with the medical council.  Many of the medical assessors have specialist post-graduate 
qualifications and all have received special training in human disability evaluation. The medical 
assessors have an on-going commitment to continuing medical education to ensure that stan-
dards are maintained and enhanced. 

In addition to satisfying the medical criteria for eligibility, applicants for invalidity pension 
must satisfy contribution criteria. To qualify for invalidity pension applicants must have at least:

- 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contributions since entering social insurance

 - 48 contributions paid or credited in the last complete tax year before the date of claim 

PRSI paid in classes A, E and H count. The last complete tax year is the year before claim.

In addition, where a claimant has no reckonable contributions paid or credited for two con-
secutive years, that person is not entitled to the payment of invalidity pension until 26 subse-
quent qualifying contributions have been paid.

A completed application form for invalidity pension must be submitted to the department in 
order to have eligibility checked and a formal decision made on entitlement.

08/10/2013WRP01150Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

08/10/2013WRP01200316. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of applications concluded and the number of decisions made to 
award mortgage interest supplement each month since January 2012. [42054/13]

08/10/2013WRP01300338. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form the number of persons receiving mortgage interest supplement in the years 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013; the number of new cases that were approved for each of these 
years; the number of cases that were discontinued for each of these years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [42464/13]

08/10/2013WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
316 and 338 together. 

The purpose of the mortgage interest supplement scheme is to provide short term support to 
eligible people who are unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments. There are currently 
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some 11,000 people in receipt of mortgage interest supplement for which the Government has 
provided almost €42 million in 2013.  

Detail of the number of recipients of mortgage interest supplement at year end for the period 
from 2008 to date is provided in the following tabular statement. 

Statistics are not available on the number of mortgage interest supplement claims received 
for the past 5 years or the outcome of those applications. However, the Department is collating 
statistics on the number of mortgage interest supplement claims awarded since January 2012 
and these will be provided to the Deputies as soon as they are available.   

Tabular Statement

Mortgage Interest Supplement Recipients 2008 to 2013 (end of September)

Period Recipients
2008 8,091
2009 15,101
2010 17,974
2011 18,988 
2012 14,597
2013 (end September) 10,888

08/10/2013WRP01450Disability Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRP01500317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kerry was refused a disability allowance appeal. [42055/13]

08/10/2013WRP01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence 
including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the person con-
cerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/10/2013WRP01650Insolvency Payments Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP01700318. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedures through 
which companies in receivership may apply to pay outstanding wages and fees to workers who 
have been undertaken work but not been paid for it.  [42073/13]

08/10/2013WRP01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the insolvency 
payments scheme is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees in 
the event of the insolvency of their employer.  These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, 
sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Em-
ployment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pension contributions.  Various other statutory awards 
made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal, Rights Commissioners, etc., are also covered by 
the scheme.  

The legislation governing the scheme provides that for the purposes of the scheme an em-
ployer shall be taken to be insolvent only in certain circumstances.  These include situations 
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where the employer is a company and a receiver has been appointed by or for the holder of a 
debenture secured by a floating charge, or possession taken by or for the debenture holder of 
company property comprised in or subject to the charge.

Where a receiver has been appointed all applications under the insolvency payments scheme 
must be submitted by him or her.  The receiver should examine the claim(s) and certify the 
amount owed to the employee in accordance with the company records.  Claims must be sub-
mitted on-line at www.welfare.ie.  Once submitted on-line, the application form should be 
printed, signed by both paries and forwarded to the insolvency payments section of the Depart-
ment.   Applications should be accompanied by the Notice of Appointment of Receiver and a 
copy of the Statement of Affairs where available.  Additional information is required with appli-
cations for payment of outstanding contributions to a pension or Personal Retirement Savings 
Account.   More detail in this regard is available www.welfare.ie.

Payments under the insolvency payments scheme are made from the Social Insurance Fund.  
The Minister becomes a preferential creditor against the assets of an employer in respect of 
most amounts paid under the scheme.

08/10/2013WRP01850Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP01900319. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 15 will be allowed to undertake a third year of community employment in view 
of the specific personal circumstances they encountered during their second year and her stated 
commitment to support person’s transition into full-time employment.  [42074/13]

08/10/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The community employment (CE) 
programme is a labour market intervention designed to assist the long-term unemployed return 
to the work force. The term for participants on CE has been set at two years maximum for those 
under 35 years of age by the Department.  The person concerned has completed two years on 
Merchant’s Quay CE scheme as a support worker.  As she is under 35 years of age, she has 
reached the maximum duration of entitlement; unfortunately it is not possible in the current 
climate to grant her a further extension.

It should be noted that the training on CE is carried out on an independent and external 
basis to CE work experience; therefore her continuance on training is not dependent on her CE 
continuance.  As CE participants are encouraged to engage in further training and education to 
enhance their progression opportunities, it is common practice that participants may wish to en-
gage in additional further training or may be mid-way through external training programmes on 
their CE finish date.  It is expected that they would be committed to continue with their training 
when their CE experience finishes as part of their commitment to their overall progression.  The 
term on CE cannot be determined by the training plan of an individual.

During her term on CE the person concerned has completed the Certificate in Addiction 
studies with NUI and MQI in Sept 2013, and she has also completed some general training 
through the scheme.  However, there is no record of her undertaking or planning to undertake 
a diploma in drug counselling and intervention studies through the CE scheme or as part of her 
progression plan.  Should the person concerned wish to engage in additional training opportuni-
ties and require guidance, she should meet with an Employment Services Officer, at the Intreo 
Office in Blanchardstown, who can explore other training options with her.

08/10/2013WRP02050Pension Provisions
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08/10/2013WRP02100320. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the measures she is 
planning to take to support defined benefit pension schemes that are currently in existence in or-
der that the pensions of current pensioners and future pensioners in these schemes are protected; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [42076/13]

08/10/2013WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am very aware of the serious 
funding challenges facing pension schemes at this time.  It is acknowledged that the fundamen-
tal problems facing defined benefits schemes are due to the requirements to fund increasing life 
expectancy as well as the impact of the recession which has resulted in lower than expected 
investment returns. 

The trustees of pension schemes are required to maintain sufficient assets in a pension 
scheme to meet the scheme liabilities in the event of the wind up of a pension scheme and to 
assess the funding position of the scheme on an annual basis.  If the scheme fails to satisfy the 
Funding Standard the trustees are required to submit a funding proposal to the Pensions Board 
indicating how scheme funding level will be restored.  The Pensions Board provides support to 
the trustees of pension schemes in maintaining sustainable pension provision.

I am considering a wide range of options in relation to pensions policy, including defined 
benefit provision and will be discussing those options with my Government colleagues in the 
near future.

08/10/2013WRP02250JobBridge Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP02300321. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any discre-
tion for a graduate (details supplied) in County Donegal who has applied for five internships, 
has been advised that there is a position available for them, but is not eligible to participate 
due to the fact that they do not have the required number of days on unemployment benefit; 
his views on whether this graduate would be better served gaining experience on an internship 
rather than remaining on jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42081/13]

08/10/2013WRP02400335. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in County Donegal who have participated in or are currently participating in the national 
JobBridge scheme per year since the scheme was introduced; the number of participants in 
County Donegal who participated or are currently participating on their JobBridge scheme with 
a school, hospital, Government, State or public body either wholly or partially funded by the 
State; the number of JobBridge internships that have been filled with Donegal County Council; 
the number of interns in each of the above categories who were retained by the public institu-
tion or body upon completion of the internship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42403/13]

08/10/2013WRP02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
321 and 335 together. 

Individuals considering applying for internships should use the information published by 
the Department to assess their eligibility to participate in the JobBridge scheme.  Eligibility 
requirements include that the individual be in receipt of a qualifying Social Welfare payment 
or signing for credits of 78 days within the last 6 months.  JobBridge has been launched in this 
targeted way to allocate scarce exchequer resources effectively, while ensuring that it does not 
replace or displace the normal operation of the labour market, which is an essential element of 
Ireland’s economic recovery.  
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According to the Department’s records, the individual named by the Deputy is a casual 
worker since beginning their Jobseekers Benefit claim on 3rd  June, 2013 and currently has 
36 qualifying days.  The Department is not in a position to make exceptions to the eligibility 
criteria. 

A total of 707 individuals have participated on JobBridge internships in County Donegal 
since the scheme came into operation, of whom 198 are currently on internships. 

230 individuals have participated on JobBridge internships public sector organisations in 
County Donegal since the scheme came into operation, of whom 67 are currently on intern-
ships.  Of these 163 finishers to-date, 5 progressed to employment with their host organisation.

Overall, the Indecon independent evaluation of the JobBridge scheme found that 61.4% of 
former interns had progressed into employment within 5 months of completion of a JobBridge 
internship.  Given the embargo on public sector recruitment progression rates into employment 
directly with the host organisation is lower for those interns who complete their internship in 
public sector organisations. However the Indecon evaluation found that there is, nevertheless, 
a high rate of employment (41.2%) among participants who completed their internships in 
public sector organisations but subsequently secured employment in other organisations.  This 
indicates that public sector internships provide jobseekers with valuable opportunities to gain 
relevant and transferable work experience.

Question No. 322 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRP02650Insolvency Payments Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP02700323. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if an insol-
vency payment may be capped at €600 per week when the payment arose out of an employment 
appeal where a person was deemed to be unfairly dismissed as opposed to a statutory redun-
dancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [42103/13]

08/10/2013WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the insolvency 
payments scheme is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees 
in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  These entitlements include wages, holiday 
pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice due under the Minimum Notice & Terms 
of Employment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pension contributions.  Various other statutory 
awards made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT), Rights Commissioners, etc., are also 
covered by the scheme.  

The scheme covers employees aged 16 or over who are in employment which is insurable 
for all benefits under the Social Welfare Acts, or in employment that would be insurable for all 
benefits but for the fact that the person has reached age 66.    

Some limitations and conditions apply to payments made under the scheme.  In most cases, 
the scheme covers entitlements relating to the period of eighteen months prior to the date of the 
insolvency of the employer or the termination of employment.  Arrears of pension contributions 
are restricted to a 12 month period immediately prior to the date of insolvency.

There is a limit of eight weeks for arrears of pay, sick pay, holiday pay and pay in lieu of 
statutory notice.  In addition, payments calculated by reference to an employee’s wages, includ-
ing awards under the Unfair Dismissals Acts, are subject to a limit of €600 per week.    

Payments under the insolvency payments scheme are made from the Social Insurance Fund.  



8 October 2013

265

The Minister becomes a preferential creditor against the assets of an employer in respect of 
most amounts paid under the scheme.  EAT and Rights Commissioner awards are made against 
the employer.   Where the amount covered by the insolvency payments scheme is less than the 
amount of the award the employee may also become a creditor in the liquidation in respect of 
the balance.

08/10/2013WRP02850Social Welfare Payments

08/10/2013WRP02900324. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a one parent family 
payment claim in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 may be paid into the claim-
ant’s bank account as has been the case up to last month; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42126/13]

08/10/2013WRP03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As an important control measure, 
payments of one parent family payment at Blanchardstown Intreo Office are now being paid to 
customers at their nominated Post Office.  Only in exceptional circumstances such as having a 
severe medical condition, hospitalisation of the customer, or where an urgent caring need exists 
can payments now be paid into a bank account. 

Based on the information held by my Department, the person concerned does not fall into 
one of these categories.  However, if she wishes to make an application setting out her reasons 
for receiving payments into her bank account it will be given consideration and a formal reply 
will be issued to her.

08/10/2013WRP03050Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

08/10/2013WRP03100325. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason she will 
not relax the habitual residence rule for those returning here to care for relatives and who seek 
carer’s allowance; if she will cite the relevant EU directive that her Department has previously 
cited as a block to this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42131/13]

08/10/2013WRP03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All applicants for carers’ allow-
ance, regardless of nationality, are required to be habitually resident in the State in order to 
qualify for the allowance.  The requirement to establish that a person is habitually resident for 
the purpose of claiming certain categories of Social Welfare Allowances is governed by require-
ments in EC Regulation 883/2004 and its implementing Regulation 987/2009. 

The Habitual Residence Condition (HRC) helps protect Ireland’s social welfare system, 
while at the same time ensuring that those who have an entitlement have access to supports 
when they are needed.  There are no plans to review the position in relation to the application 
of the HRC to carer’s allowance at this time.

08/10/2013WRP03250Social Welfare Appeals Issues

08/10/2013WRP03300326. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [42169/13]

08/10/2013WRP03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
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has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 327 to 329, inclusive, withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRQ00150Pension Provisions

08/10/2013WRQ00200330. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the payments avail-
able to a person who will be 65 years old in February 2014, and who has to retire upon the 
grounds of ill health; the transitional provisions that would apply to them until their 67th birth-
day; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [42346/13]

08/10/2013WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Short term social welfare schemes 
are payable to age 66, including illness benefit.   Each application for any social welfare scheme, 
including the illness schemes, is assessed on its own merit in terms of qualifying criteria and 
contribution history.  Where a person fails to meet the qualifying conditions of an insurance 
based scheme, the means tested assistance payment may be available provided they satisfy the 
qualifying conditions including a means test. In order to provide for sustainable pensions and to 
facilitate a longer working life, the Government decided to increase State pension age in three 
separate stages.  This decision to reform State pension was taken in the context of changing 
demographics and increasing longevity. Accordingly, in 2014, the State pension age will be 
standardised at 66. This will be increased to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028. This will see the aboli-
tion of the State pension transition payment from 2014. 

The Deputy may wish to note that significant numbers of people are on social welfare schemes 
well in advance of State pension age. For example, in 2012, 11,130 people were awarded State 
pension transition and of these, 12.5% (1,390) came from employment with some 50% (5,635) 
coming from another social welfare payment including illness related schemes, indicating that 
quite a number of number of people are already in the social welfare system in advance of State 
pension age.  

With the changes to State pension, social welfare support will continue to be available and 
targeted at those most in need.

  Question No. 331 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRQ00450Social Welfare Code Review

08/10/2013WRQ00500332. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection the number and 
location of social welfare offices currently delivering the full Intreo service; the locations of 
the expected 43 offices to be delivering the service by the end of 2013; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42356/13]

08/10/2013WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The delivery of the Intreo service 
comprises a number of elements. The main elements being:

i.         The integration of the various welfare decision making processes to speed up  decision 
making and minimise recourse to supplementary welfare payments;
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ii.  The introduction of a profiling process to capture the unique characteristics and service 
requirements of each jobseeker;

iii.        The implementation of a systematic group activation engagement and one to one 
process based on clients’ profiles;

iv.        The delivery of a ‘one-stop-shop’ service from an integrated office location.;

Elements (i) to (iii) are being rolled out, are already in place in many offices and will be in 
place in all offices by the end of the year.

The delivery of over 60 One-Stop-Shop Intreo Offices is a major property project for the 
Office of Public Works which is responsible for the provision of the Department’s property 
requirements, including refurbishment and fit out works.

The Intreo Project requires the acquisition and development of some new properties and the 
re-modelling and refurbishment of others. All of this also entails the re-accomodation of staff 
including the transfer and set-up of IT, furniture and other utilities across multiple locations.

Notwithstanding the complexity of such a large property programme, the OPW have handed 
over sixteen offices to date and have committed to handing over a further 27 offices by the end 
of the year. The sixteen offices handed over to date are: Achill, Arklow, Ballymun, Blanchard-
stown, Buncrana, Clifden, Coolock, Dundalk, Finglas, Killarney, Kings Inn Street (Dublin), 
Loughrea, Manorhamilton, Newcastlewest, Sligo, and Tallaght. The offices, which subject to 
the completion of the necessary property works are due to be handed over by the end of the year 
are Athlone, Ballina, Ballyfermot, Belmullet, Bray, Caherciveen, Carlow, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Castlebar, Cavan, Cobh, Drogheda, Dun Laoghaire, Dunfanaghy, Dungloe, Ennis, Kenmare, 
Kilbarrack, Kilkenny, Limerick, Listowel, Longford, Navan Road (Dublin), Tralee, Tullamore, 
Waterford and Wexford.

08/10/2013WRQ00650Dental Services Expenditure

08/10/2013WRQ00700333. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of fund-
ing provided under the PRSI scheme for dental treatment; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [42401/13]

08/10/2013WRQ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The treatment benefit scheme is 
funded through PRSI contributions, with payments made to dentists on the basis of demand 
from qualified PRSI contributors for the free annual examination.  The cost of the dental benefit 
scheme for each of the past two complete years is set out in the table below:

Year Cost
2011 €9.15 million
2012 €8.94 million

08/10/2013WRQ00850Dental Services Expenditure

08/10/2013WRQ00900334. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers and 
proportions of eligible persons covered by PRSI that avail of the entitlement to a free dental 
examination each year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42402/13]

08/10/2013WRQ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In 2012, the estimated number of 
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people eligible for this Department’s dental benefit scheme was 2.2 million (qualifying either 
on their own PRSI or on their spouses’).  Dental benefit was actually claimed by 270,602 people 
in 2012, equating to 12.3% of the eligible population.

 Question No. 335 answered with Question No. 321.

08/10/2013WRQ01150Social Welfare Schemes

08/10/2013WRQ01200336. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a mat-
ter regarding ten solutions for a smarter future (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42437/13]

08/10/2013WRQ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government is committed to 
helping one-parent families to become economically independent.  Under Pathways to Work 
2013, the Department is developing proposals for the extension of activation interventions, 
such as profiling and personal engagements, to customers of the Department who are not on 
the Live Register, including lone parents.  These proposals are due to be finalised by the first 
quarter of 2014.

The Department is in the process of introducing a series of reforms to the one-parent fam-
ily payment (OFP) scheme.  These reforms are predicated on activation and on getting people 
back into the workforce once their children have reached an appropriate age.  A wide range of 
supports and services are presently available to lone parents who are clients of my Department 
and who pro-actively engage with the Department’s activation process.

The recently introduced jobseeker’s allowance transitional arrangement caters for OFP re-
cipients who lose their entitlement to the OFP payment from July, 2013, onwards, who have 
a youngest child aged under 14 years, and who are entitled to the jobseeker’s allowance (JA) 
payment.  These customers are exempt from the JA conditionality that requires them to be avail-
able for, and genuinely seeking, full-time work.  They are also exempt from having to prove 
unemployment and can work part-time without restrictions and still receive the JA transitional 
arrangement payment – subject to a means test.  The exemptions from the full JA conditionality 
will remain in place until a recipient’s youngest child reaches the age of 14 years.  At this point, 
should they continue to claim the JA payment, they will be subjected to the full JA conditional-
ity.

Recipients of either the JA or JA transitional arrangement payment may qualify for other so-
cial welfare income support benefits at the same time as their primary payment.  They can also 
avail of a wide range of education, training, and employment supports, and are entitled to apply, 
subject to qualifying conditions, for subsidised child care through both the community child-
care subvention (CCS) programme) and the childcare education and training support (CETS) 
which are administered by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (D/CYA).  In addition 
they can apply for the after-school child care scheme should they take-up employment, increase 
their days of employment or commence certain employment programmes. This scheme is also 
funded by the D/CYA but jointly administered by my Department and the D/CYA.

Lone parents can also qualify for the family income supplement (FIS).  FIS is an income 
support payment for families on low income that incentivises them to retain or increase their 
hours of employment.

I must point out that, in 2011, One Family received funding of €34,946 from my Department 
for its ‘New Futures’ programme for the 2011-2012 period.  This funding came from the activa-
tion and family support programme (AFSP) that is managed by my Department.  The objective 
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of the AFSP is to provide funding towards the development of training and education initiatives 
(mainly in conjunction with other organisations and agencies) aimed at assisting social wel-
fare income support recipients to enhance their employability through education, training and 
personal development opportunities, and to improve their quality of life.  In 2012, One Family 
obtained funding of €33,720 from my Department for its ‘New Futures – Securing A Career’ 
programme for the 2012-2013 period, and it is my understanding that a request for further fund-
ing for its ‘New Futures Plus’ programme for the 2013-2014 period is presently being examined 
by officials in the Department.  

 Question No. 337 answered with Question No. 309.

 Question No. 338 answered with Question No. 316.

08/10/2013WRQ01525Invalidity Pension Appeals

08/10/2013WRQ01600339. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will be made in relation to an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42468/13]

08/10/2013WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was received in that office on 2nd 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/10/2013WRQ01750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/10/2013WRQ01800340. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway. 
[42529/13]

08/10/2013WRQ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16th 
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 13th  September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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08/10/2013WRQ01950Planning Issues

08/10/2013WRQ02000341. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht where in-
formation on the way to apply to de-list a protected building may be obtained and the procedure 
in place to have it considered. [41789/13]

08/10/2013WRQ02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Under Sec-
tion 54 of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2012 it is a reserved function of planning 
authorities to add to or delete from the register of protected structures. Section 55 of the Act 
lays out required procedures for planning authorities relating to notices, notice periods and con-
sideration of submissions when making such additions and deletions.  Under the Act planning 
authorities are required to notify me, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, of any 
proposed additions to or deletions from the register.

The Deputy may refer to the relevant local planning authority for details of how these pro-
cedures are applied locally if applicable.

08/10/2013WRQ02150Heritage Projects

08/10/2013WRQ02200342. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
where the Famine commemoration will take place in 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41865/13]

08/10/2013WRQ02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Deputy 
will be aware that, as Chair of the National Famine Commemoration Committee, I am responsi-
ble for ensuring on behalf of the Government that appropriate arrangements are in place to com-
memorate the Great Irish Famine.  Details of the work of the National Famine Commemoration 
Committees since 2008 in implementing a varied and diverse annual programme of events to 
coincide with the commemorations are available on the relevant pages of my Department’s 
website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/NationalFamineCommemoration2013/ and on a dedicated 
website at www.irishfamine.ie.

The National Famine Commemoration rotates between the four provinces of Ireland and in 
2015 is due to take place in Ulster.  I and the officials in my Department will be working with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Department of the Taoiseach and all relevant 
stakeholders, North and South, to ensure that this event will be a fitting tribute to those who 
perished in Ulster during the Great Famine.  I would like to emphasise that the National Fam-
ine Commemoration is, and will remain, an inclusive event, which recognises the significant 
impact of the famine on all communities on the island of Ireland.  The main objective of the 
National Famine Commemoration Committee is to ensure that all victims of the Great Irish 
Famine are remembered in a dignified manner and, as Chair of this Committee, I will seek to 
ensure that this work continues.

08/10/2013WRQ02350City of Culture

08/10/2013WRQ02400343. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
procedure in order to apply to become a city of culture; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41866/13]

08/10/2013WRQ02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Euro-
pean Capitals of Culture are already designated up to and including 2019.  The legislation for 
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designation of European Capitals of Culture from 2020 to 2033 is being considered at present 
by the Council of the European Union and the European Parliament.  In fact, during Ireland’s 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union in the first six months of this year, I obtained 
the political agreement of the Council on the new Capitals of Culture legislation.  At present, 
the Lithuanian Presidency is leading negotiations with the Parliament on behalf of the Council.  

Although the legislation is not yet finalised, it is expected that it will provide for Ireland to 
host the European Capital of Culture in 2020, along with Croatia.  This will mean that a public 
call for applications from interested cities will be made over the coming months.  A commit-
tee of experts will be appointed under the legislation, which will examine the applications and 
make recommendations.  The question of which institution will make the designation is still the 
subject of negotiation between the Council and the Parliament.  

In addition, I introduced a new initiative of Irish City of Culture with Limerick as the inau-
gural Irish City of Culture in 2014.  Limerick will deliver a programme of cultural events and 
engagement in arts and culture by the citizens of Limerick and beyond.  It will bring artists, arts 
organisations, local authorities and civic groups in the city and county together in a calendar of 
events which will showcase all that the city has to offer.  I believe that the initiative will gener-
ate a legacy both locally and nationally.  I anticipate that the be further Irish City of Culture 
designations and that other Irish cities will be interested in applying for such designations in 
due course.

08/10/2013WRQ02550Waterways Ireland Staff

08/10/2013WRQ02600344. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of employees returning to Waterways Ireland following career breaks who have been 
deployed to a different job and division; of these employees, the number who were informed of 
their differing role on the commencement of their career break; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41871/13]

08/10/2013WRQ02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am in-
formed by Waterways Ireland that there has been one instance of the nature referred to by 
the Deputy, where an employee returning to Waterways Ireland following a career break was 
deployed to a different job. I understand that the employee in question was informed, prior to 
the commencement of the career break, of the relevant rules in Circular 18/98 relating to career 
breaks.

08/10/2013WRQ02750Special Areas of Conservation Criteria

08/10/2013WRQ02800345. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide details of the number of landowners in tabular form by county whose lands 
are designated for habitat protection of the hen harrier but are not in receipt of compensation 
from his Department; his plans to include those landowners currently outside the remit of com-
pensation schemes as a result of the designation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42092/13]

08/10/2013WRQ02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The figures 
in the table below indicate the number of landowners (by county) who were notified that their 
lands are designated (for the protection of the hen harrier) as Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 



Questions - Written Answers

272

Sitecode Site name - Landowners No-
tified by County

4160 SLIEVE BLOOM MOUNTAINS SPA Laois 310
4160 SLIEVE BLOOM MOUNTAINS SPA Offaly 146
4161 STACK’S TO MULLAGHAREIRK 

MOUNTAINS, WEST LIMERICK 
HILLS AND MOUNT EAGLE SPA

Cork 411

4161 STACK’S TO MULLAGHAREIRK 
MOUNTAINS, WEST LIMERICK 
HILLS AND MOUNT EAGLE SPA

Kerry 707

4161 STACK’S TO MULLAGHAREIRK 
MOUNTAINS, WEST LIMERICK 
HILLS AND MOUNT EAGLE SPA

Limerick 735

4162 MULLAGHANISH TO MUSHERA-
MORE MOUNTAINS SPA

Cork 170

4165 SLIEVEFELIM TO SILVERMINES 
MOUNTAINS SPA

Limerick 131

4165 SLIEVEFELIM TO SILVERMINES 
MOUNTAINS SPA

Tipperary 372

4167 SLIEVE BEAGH SPA Monaghan 86
4168 SLIEVE AUGHTY MOUNTAINS SPA Galway 743
4168 SLIEVE AUGHTY MOUNTAINS SPA Clare 628
 - Total - 4439

The number of participants who received payments under my Department’s Farm Plan 
Scheme for the Hen Harrier is set out in the table below. This is a voluntary scheme whereby 
farmers are paid for creating and enhancing habitat.

County Number of Participants
Clare 86
Cork 53
Galway 32
Kerry 60
Laois 7
Limerick 96
Monaghan 11
Tipperary 32
Total 377

Due to budgetary constraints, the scheme is now closed to new applicants since April 2010.

While my Department has the lead role in relation to the implementation of the Habitats Di-
rective and the Birds Directive, significant funding is provided through the Rural Development 
Programme, operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, which provides 
for a range of supports for farmers, including payments in respect of designated areas under the 
Directives.  

This Department does not hold information of the number of individuals in these SPAs who 
are in receipt of payments for management of Natura 2000 lands in schemes operated by the 
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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. In recent versions of the Agri-Environmental 
Options Scheme (AEOS), lands designated as SPA were afforded priority access to this scheme.

08/10/2013WRQ02950National Monuments

08/10/2013WRQ03000346. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding the national monument in Moore St; Dublin 1; the process by which any fur-
ther developments will take place; if any new application for a development in that vicinity, and 
which affects the monument, will have to return to him for approval before being considered 
by the planning authority; or if it will otherwise proceed directly to the planning authority for 
consideration.  [42309/13]

08/10/2013WRQ03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer to the 
reply to Questions Nos. 9, 24 and 38 on 18 September 2013.

In accordance with the Planning Acts, a planning authority is required to notify the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht of receipt of any application for planning permission where 
it appears to the authority that the development might affect or be unduly close to a national 
monument.

08/10/2013WRQ03150Museum Projects

08/10/2013WRQ03200347. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to develop a permanent exhibition to the Famine in the National Museum of Ireland in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42311/13]

08/10/2013WRQ03300349. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to establish an official record database of the Famine in the National Museum of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42313/13]

08/10/2013WRQ03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 347 and 349 together.

I refer the Deputy to my previous answers in this regard. I have been advised by the National 
Museum of Ireland that it collects material of national and regional importance where a con-
nection with the Great Famine is verifiable.  I understand that the Museum is in possession of 
a number of objects relating to the Famine that are categorized broadly into collections but that 
there are no plans at this time to develop and mount a permanent exhibition. 

The Deputy will appreciate that matters such as the determination of exhibitions and/or the 
establishment of official databases are day-to-day operational matters for the National Museum 
and that I, as Minister, have no statutory responsibility in relation to such matters.

08/10/2013WRQ03450National Monuments

08/10/2013WRQ03500348. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to designate famine workhouses as national monuments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42312/13]

08/10/2013WRQ03600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A number of 
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workhouses are included in the Record of Monuments and Places and the Sites and Monuments 
Record managed by my Department under the National Monuments Acts.  Ongoing consider-
ation is given to the designation of new monuments in the context of the maintenance of those 
records and the development of monument protection policy, in line with the availability of 
resources and to support the preparation of a comprehensive new monuments bill.  Additional 
workhouses may, therefore, be designated as part of that process as time goes on.  The new bill, 
which is currently being drafted by Parliamentary Counsel, will consolidate, modernise and 
improve the legislative code for the protection and regulation of our archaeological heritage. 

Apart from the National Monuments Acts, workhouses would, in many cases, also be in-
cluded and subject to the protections provided by the Record of Protected Structures maintained 
by the local authorities under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012.

   Question No. 349 answered with Question No. 347.

08/10/2013WRR00250Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

08/10/2013WRR00300350. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the fact that the agricultural and food sector is worth over €24 billion 
to Ireland’s economy and in view of the widely documented detrimental effects of hydraulic 
fracturing or fracking seen in other countries, his views on the potential future ramifications of 
fracking on the Irish agricultural industry and Ireland’s economy as a whole.  [41969/13]

08/10/2013WRR00400351. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the importance of a clean and viable water supply to Ireland’s environment 
and economy, and in view of the widely documented detrimental effects of hydraulic fracturing 
or fracking on water supplies seen in other countries, his views on the potential future ramifica-
tions of fracking with regard to the environment and Ireland’s economy as a whole.  [41970/13]

08/10/2013WRR00500352. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in view of the value of the tourism sector to Ireland’s economy and in view of 
the well documented detrimental effects of hydraulic fracturing or fracking on water supplies, 
health, landscape and ecology seen in other countries, his views on the potential future rami-
fications of fracking on the Irish tourism industry, Ireland’s image as a tourist destination and 
Ireland’s economy as a whole.  [41971/13]

08/10/2013WRR00600353. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the highly toxic nature of many of the chemicals used in the hydraulic 
fracturing or fracking process which has been documented in other countries, and in view of the 
widely documented evidence of the migration of chemicals into local and national water sup-
plies causing irreversible water contamination, his views on the potential future ramifications 
of fracking for the country’s health.  [41972/13]

08/10/2013WRR00700356. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the widely documented and detrimental effects of hydraulic fracturing 
or fracking seen in other countries on local and national water supplies, health, agriculture 
and environment including climate change, his views on the potentially catastrophic effects of 
fracking here. [41973/13]

08/10/2013WRR00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 350 to 353, inclusive, and 356 together.

I would like to re-iterate, as I have done on a number of previous occasions, that any ap-
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plication for an exploration licence that proposed the use of hydraulic fracturing as part of an 
unconventional gas exploration programme would be subject to an environmental impact as-
sessment.

To clarify, such an assessment would entail consideration of the potential impacts of the 
project on population (including community impacts and impacts on human health), fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and archaeo-
logical heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the above factors. In other words, 
all of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed use of hydraulic fracturing would 
have to be assessed to ensure that there would be no significant environmental impact, prior to 
the grant of any permission for the use of this technology.

I have also made clear that such an environmental impact assessment would be informed by 
the findings of further research to be commissioned by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and that no decision would be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fracturing 
in exploration drilling in Ireland until there has been time to consider the outcome of this further 
EPA research.

08/10/2013WRR00850Rural Broadband Scheme Issues

08/10/2013WRR00900354. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the rural broadband scheme; the number of applicants who 
received broadband from a service provider prior to departmental procurement; the number 
provided with a service and location following departmental procurement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [41872/13]

08/10/2013WRR01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched in recognition of the fact that despite the 
widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained individual prem-
ises that were unable to receive broadband provision. This Scheme was aimed at making a basic 
broadband service available to un-served premises in rural areas, not already covered by the 
National Broadband Scheme.

The Application Phase of the RBS closed in July 2011 and my Department received 5,000 
applications. Of these, approximately 3,700 applications qualified under the terms of the 
Scheme. The details of these applicants were passed to participating Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) who responded to my Department indicating those applicants to whom they were able 
to offer services.

A total of 29 companies participated in the Scheme and a total of 2011 applicants gave their 
consent to receive written offers of service from these ISPs. The participating ISPs wrote to 
these 2011 applicants in April 2012 with offers of service and 509 applicants took up a service.

As the ISPs participating in the Scheme offered services to those who agreed to engage with 
them without the need for subsidy, it was not necessary to procure a service provider for the 
Scheme. There was been no disbursement of public money for the provision of services through 
the Scheme.

08/10/2013WRR01050Broadband Services Provision

08/10/2013WRR01100355. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources when broadband will be rolled out in the Abbeyshrule area in Longford, Carrickboy 
and Ballymahon as localities nearby can avail of this service already; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41957/13]

08/10/2013WRR01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives. The market has since developed into a well-regulat-
ed market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a diverse 
range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each County, includ-
ing County Longford, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the com-
petitive market fails to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme 
(NBS). Broadband services under the NBS are available since October 2010 from the NBS 
service provider, “3”, to persons with a fixed residence or fixed business in the designated NBS 
Electoral Divisions. The area of Carrickboy, referred to in the Deputy’s question, is serviced un-
der the NBS. The combination of private investment and State interventions means that Ireland 
has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a basic broadband 
service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband 
is available to all citizens and businesses, including those in County Longford. This will be 
achieved by providing:

 - a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

 - a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services. In order to progress the State-led 
investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement 
process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.

My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and antici-
pated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver 
high speed broadband services over the coming years. The results of this mapping exercise will 
inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the 
National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

  Question No. 356 answered with Question No. 350.

08/10/2013WRR01350Warmer Homes Scheme Funding
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08/10/2013WRR01400357. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if there is grant funding available towards home insulation to assist former local 
authority tenants who are now mortgage holders with local councils, yet are living on very low 
incomes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42071/13]

08/10/2013WRR01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers Better Energy Warmer Homes 
and the Better Energy Homes scheme under the Better Energy Programme.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
providing home insulation to low-income homeowners, that are vulnerable to energy poverty 
and who live in privately-owned dwellings. The measures delivered under the scheme are free 
of charge to the customer. The scheme is primarily delivered through a combination of Com-
munity Based Organisations, augmented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure 
national coverage. Homes are also delivered on an area based approach through a separate 
programme strand.

The scheme is currently open for applications for 2013. It is open to all low-income home 
owners living in homes constructed before 2006, including former Local Authority tenants who 
are now householders, subject to demonstrating that they are in receipt of one of the following:

- Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme;

- Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and with children under 7 years of age; or

- Family Income Supplement

The Better Energy Homes Scheme is available to all private homes in Ireland built before 
2006. Householders who are mortgage holders with local councils are also eligible for this 
scheme. The scheme provides financial assistance to households who wish to improve the en-
ergy performance of their homes. Fixed grants are allocated towards the cost of a range of mea-
sures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels 
and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER) assessment.

08/10/2013WRR01550Departmental Funding

08/10/2013WRR01600358. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the amount of funding that is provided to community and voluntary groups for 
computer training through the BenefIT funding programme; the number of groups that ben-
efited from same; if it will be continued in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42153/13]

08/10/2013WRR01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Over €5.5m has been allocated by my Department to the BenefIT digital engagement and skills 
schemes since their commencement in 2008. To date approximately 79,000 people nationally 
have participated in and benefited from these programmes including just over 1,000 people 
trained under the fourth programme which has recently got underway.

On 29 July 2013, I announced the first tranche of Grants under the new digital skills grant 
scheme – BenefIT 4. During August 2013, grants totalling €691,256 were paid out to seven-
teen grantees. The grantees mostly comprise community and voluntary sector organisations. 
Because of the partnership approach used, a grantee usually partners with a number of other 
groups or organisations to deliver the training and as result approximately 200 groups are in-
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volved in the programme. Under the BenefIT 4 programme training is currently available at 
over 500 locations nationwide. These locations are illustrated on the new online training finder 
map recently developed by my Department and available at www.eInclusion.ie   A breakdown 
of the grants awarded to date is given in the table. The second tranche of grant funding will 
be paid out in December 2013 based on the performance criteria of the scheme. Training will 
continue under the BenefIT 4 scheme throughout 2013 and into 2014.

Organisation Tranche 1 Grant amount
Age Action €86,100
Autism Support Louth & Meath €13,560
Ballyfermot IT €56,026
Caring For Carers €14,923
Carlow Community Enterprise €13,098
Louth & Meath ETB €28,125
Waterford & Wexford ETB €14,932
FIT €189,000
ICS Skills €79,200
ICTU €42,950
Institute of Industrial Engineers €12,750
Irish Internet Association €34,000
Irish Rural Link €49,500
Irish Wheelchair Association €12,870
Sligo Leader €15,997
South and East Cork Area Development 
(SECAD)

€12,385

WALK €15,840
TOTAL: €691,256

08/10/2013WRR01750Electricity Transmission Network

08/10/2013WRR01800359. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the EirGrid grid link project as part of the national 
electricity grid linking Leinster and Munster; if he will detail its proposed passage through an 
area in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42180/13]

08/10/2013WRR01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
EirGrid’s Grid25 Programme is a Government endorsed strategy to develop the transmission 
network to ensure nationwide safe, secure and affordable electricity supply supporting eco-
nomic growth, renewable and sustainable energy. It represents the most important investment 
in Ireland’s transmission system for several generations and will position our energy system for 
decades to come.

The Government’s July 2012 Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmis-
sion and Other Energy Infrastructure underlined the urgent need for new energy infrastructure 
and its importance to individual consumers, but acknowledged that it will be necessary to have 
public confidence that relevant projects and programmes adhere to the highest international 
standards of safety, health and environmental and visual impact, and technology choice.

The project referred to in the Question consists of a new 400kV overhead power line link-
ing Knockraha, County Cork to Great Island, County Wexford to Dunstown, near Kilcullen, 
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County Kildare, ensuring a reliable and high quality electricity supply for homes, farms and 
businesses in the south and east region for the future.

The contents of the Project Stage 1 Report published by EirGrid on 3 September, identifying 
a number of route corridor options for the new line, will inform a twelve week public consulta-
tion. Over 2270 people have attended twelve open days held across the project area to date, to 
view maps of the route corridor options, and to provide feedback on any constraints near or on 
the corridors.

EirGrid has also opened 5 project information centres and to date has held 120 public infor-
mation events, including information stands in shopping centres, marts, and local events.

Details of the potential routing, including any potential for routing through Wicklow, are 
readily available on the maps referring to the Grid Link project featured on the EirGrid website.

It is important to note that no decision has been made yet on the final route for the line. 
There are several route corridor options and public consultation is the best way for people to 
influence the next phase of the project, which is the identification of the least constrained cor-
ridor within which the power line can be routed.

08/10/2013WRR01950Telecommunications Infrastructure

08/10/2013WRR02000360. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he is satisfied that Eircom as the only cable communications provider in the country 
has no statutory power to enter private property to repair damaged equipment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42217/13]

08/10/2013WRR02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of fixed line telecommunications connections between telephone exchanges and 
customer premises by Eircom are typically provided on multiline cables installed along public 
roads, from which individual premises are connected directly at a suitable local distribution 
point. It is a matter for Eircom to undertake the repair of customer connections within the statu-
tory framework set out.

08/10/2013WRR02150Broadband Services Provision

08/10/2013WRR02200361. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the steps his Department, along with private operators, are taking to make sure 
there is high speed broadband available in an area (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42285/13]

08/10/2013WRR02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives. The market has since developed into a well-regulat-
ed market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a diverse 
range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available in each County, includ-
ing County Meath, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market fails to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS). Broadband services under the NBS are available since October 2010 from the 
NBS service provider, “3”, to persons with a fixed residence or fixed business in the designated 
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NBS Electoral Divisions. The combination of private investment and State interventions means 
that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a basic 
broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 2012, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is 
available to all citizens and businesses, including those in County Meath. This will be achieved 
by providing:

 - a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment; and

 - a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services. In order to progress the State-led 
investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement 
process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.

My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and antici-
pated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver 
high speed broadband services over the coming years. The results of this mapping exercise will 
inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the 
National Broadband Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
on-going. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

08/10/2013WRR02350Warmer Homes Scheme Funding

08/10/2013WRR02400362. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland grants 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42330/13]

08/10/2013WRR02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy: Homes scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land (SEAI) as part of the Better Energy Programme. The scheme provides financial assistance 
to households who wish to improve the energy performance of their homes. Fixed grants are 
allocated towards the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, 
heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating 
(BER) assessment.

To ensure the transparent use and administration of Exchequer funding, the SEAI is com-
mitted to delivering processes and systems which are clear and efficient, and which operate in a 
manner that is fair to all applicants. The following 2 scheme rules explicitly state that:

(a) Grant approval must be in place before any works commence; and

(b) Once accepted, the grant remains valid for 6 months from the date of issue of Grant Of-
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fer notification. 

A grant offer, once accepted, remains valid for 6 months from the date of issue of grant of-
fer notification. It is not possible to apply for a grant after the works have been completed and, 
therefore, a homeowner cannot reapply for a grant if the works have already been carried out. 
In relation to the late submission of paperwork under the scheme, grants cannot be paid if the 
paperwork is not submitted on time and within 6 months from the date of grant offer, as per the 
terms and conditions of the scheme.

It is not possible to make exceptions to the rules of the scheme as to do so would be to alter 
the terms of the scheme and create a precedent for any other parties who have found themselves 
ineligible.

Queries in relation to individual applications are an operational matter for the SEAI and 
a dedicated hot line can be reached at 1800 250 204. In addition, the SEAI has recently es-
tablished a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members, which can be sent to 
oireachtas@seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

08/10/2013WRR02550Energy Resources

08/10/2013WRR02600363. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will set out a clear and definitive timetable for the development of the SEA 
which will underpin the export energy national planning network; if he will clarify the position 
regarding the plans for classifying electricity export projects as strategic infrastructural devel-
opments so as to allow them to proceed directly to An Bord Pleanála, rather than to the local 
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42333/13]

08/10/2013WRR02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is currently developing the project plan for undertaking the development of the 
Renewable Energy Export Policy and Development Framework. This framework will provide 
an opportunity to integrate the relevant requirements set out in various EU Directives, including 
the requirement for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and an Appropriate Assess-
ment (Habitats Directive), into the framework.

The SEA will take approximately 12 months and include opportunities for all stakeholders 
including local authorities, potential project developers and local communities to be consulted 
and have an input into the national policy for wind export.

A dedicated section on my Department’s website and the initial phase of public consulta-
tion on the framework will go live in the next few weeks. The website will provide up to date 
information about the process on an ongoing basis.

As regards classifying electricity export projects as strategic infrastructural developments, 
the Planning and Development Acts, 2000 to 2011, and specifically the Planning and Devel-
opment (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006, which set out the rules in relation to Strategic In-
frastructure. Under this legislation An Bord Pleanála must express in a written notice that the 
development falls under the Strategic Infrastructure Act.

In the 7th schedule of the Act, under the heading of energy infrastructure, among the types 
of development listed is “An installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy produc-
tion (a wind farm) with more than 25 turbines or having a total output greater than 50 mega-
watts”.  Accordingly, whilst it is for An Bord Pleanála to confirm, the very significant scale of 
the projects being proposed for wind energy export would indicate that they would be classed 
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by the Board as “strategic infrastructure”.

08/10/2013WRR02750Broadband Services Provision

08/10/2013WRR02800364. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties with the 3 network and Internet con-
nectivity in the the Nire Valley and Hanora’s Cottage area; the measures being taken to remedy 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42361/13]

08/10/2013WRR02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under the terms of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) contract which my Department 
has in place with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (trading as “3”), the NBS mobile wireless service 
currently offers minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, 
subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1. The NBS satellite service, which is utilised 
in a small number of cases for technical reasons associated with the location of the premises, 
offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject 
to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1. The broadband service is a basic, affordable, scalable 
product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme in September 2007.

My Department has well-established monitoring arrangements in place to ensure that the 
NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users. The NBS contract guarantees 
service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3”, with significant financial conse-
quences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not met. The NBS contract 
also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum guaranteed service, as set 
out in the terms and conditions.

My officials operate a dedicated NBS mailbox, which NBS customers can contact by email 
at nationalbroadbandscheme@dcenr.gov.ie, with any comments or complaints they may have 
about their NBS service. My Department liaises very closely with “3” to ensure that any issues 
relating to service performance, which are brought to its attention, are addressed as quickly as 
possible.

I understand from “3” that the site serving the Nire Valley/Hanora’s Cottage area of Co. 
Waterford was adversely impacted as a result of planned maintenance work on a related site 
and it experienced service availability difficulties over a period in July last. The capacity of both 
sites has since been upgraded and “3” has advised my officials that the site serving the area is 
performing as expected.

08/10/2013WRR02950Mobile Telephony Services Provision

08/10/2013WRR03000365. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the position regarding mobile coverage in an area (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42444/13]

08/10/2013WRR03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of mobile telecommunications services networks within Ireland’s competitive 
market is subject to a requirement to secure a wireless telegraphy licence to access the required 
radio spectrum. The award of such licenses, the imposition of terms and conditions to access 
that spectrum and the associated monitoring of compliance by licensed providers with those 
terms and conditions are matters for the Commission for Communications Regulation (Com-
Reg), which is independent in the exercise of its functions.
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Issues relating to the quality or consistency of service levels should therefore be brought to 
the attention of ComReg who will investigate to ensure service providers are complying with 
the terms and conditions of their licences.

I expect that with the continued significant capital investments being made by mobile opera-
tors, the quality of mobile services will continue to improve across the country.

08/10/2013WRR03150Household Charge Yield

08/10/2013WRR03200366. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form a county breakdown of the total revenue raised 
by the household charge in 2012 and 2013. [41877/13]

08/10/2013WRR03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 has provide d the legislative basis 
for the Household Charge. The Local Government Management Agency has administered the 
Household Charge system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.

The following table, based on data provided by the Agency, details total Household Charge 
revenue raised by local authority area , as of 2 October 2013.

County/City Council €m
Carlow 1.60 
Cavan 2.06 
Clare 4.09 
Cork City 3.55 
Cork County 11.95 
Donegal 5.34 
Dublin City 16.32 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 7.00 
Fingal 7.47 
Galway City 2.47 
Galway County 5.43 
Kerry 5.31 
Kildare 5.60 
Kilkenny 2.65 
Laois 2.06 
Leitrim 1.16 
Limerick City 1.72 
Limerick County 3.92 
Longford 1.10 
Louth 3.18 
Mayo 4.72 
Meath 4.84 
Monaghan 1.70 
North Tipperary 2.15 
Offaly 1.99 
Roscommon 2.14 
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County/City Council €m
Sligo 2.29 
South Dublin 6.69 
South Tipperary 2.58 
Waterford City 1.34 
Waterford County 2.08 
Westmeath 2.53 
Wexford 4.51 
Wicklow 3.84 
Total 137.37*
* Variation due to rounding.

08/10/2013WRR03350Electoral Reform

08/10/2013WRR03400367. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the extension of the franchise to overseas voters for 
elections taking place within the State. [41900/13]

08/10/2013WRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In order to be able to vote at elections and referendums, a person’s name must be entered 
in the register of electors for a constituency in the State in which the person ordinarily resides.

Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of certain categories of person who 
are entered in the register of electors and who may be abroad on polling day - whole-time mem-
bers of the Defence Forces; members of the Garda Síochána; Irish diplomats serving abroad 
and their spouses or civil partners; electors whose occupation, service or employment makes 
it likely that they will be unable to vote in person at their local polling station on polling day.

I understand that the Convention on the Constitution recently voted in favour of recom-
mending the extension of voting rights in Presidential elections to Irish citizens who are resi-
dent outside of the State, including Irish citizens resident in Northern Ireland.  In accordance 
with the resolution of the Oireachtas on the calling of the Convention the Government will 
provide in the Oireachtas a response to the recommendation of the Convention within four 
months of the report of the convention being submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas and, if 
accepting the recommendation will indicate a timeframe it envisages for holding any related 
referendum. Proposals for change to electoral law will be brought forward in light of any deci-
sions for change which might arise from this process. 

08/10/2013WRS00150Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

08/10/2013WRS00200368. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to extend the slurry spreading season from 15 October; and if he will to 
consider extending the season to facilitate farmers and agricultural contractors. [41976/13]

08/10/2013WRS00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Nitrates Directive and Ireland’s National Nitrates Action Programme are given legal 
effect by the consolidated European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection 
of Waters) Regulations 2010. The objective of the Regulations is to protect ground and surface 
waters, including drinking water sources, primarily through the management of livestock ma-
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nures and other fertilisers.  Good agricultural practice involves the land spreading of slurry as 
early as practicable in the growing season in order to maximise the uptake of nutrients by crops 
and to minimise pollution risks to water courses and groundwaters.  In accordance with the 
requirements of the Nitrates Directive, the Regulations include provisions regarding periods 
when the land application of certain types of fertilisers is prohibited. In addition, the Regula-
tions prohibit such application at any time of the year when the ground is frozen, waterlogged or 
heavy rain is forecast.  In view of the prolonged period of favourable weather that has prevailed 
this summer, an extension to the spreading periods for organic fertilisers is not proposed.

08/10/2013WRS00350Library Projects

08/10/2013WRS00400369. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will make funding available to Kerry County Council towards the cost of 
providing a properly controlled archive facility at Caherciveen library, County Kerry, so that 
important records such as the original Daniel O’Connell political cartoons may be preserved in 
their rightful home on a permanent basis, as intended by the benefactor; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42110/13]

08/10/2013WRS00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department recognises the valuable local resource that archives represent and the 
importance of their proper management. Under section 80 of the Local Government Act 2001, 
it is a matter for local authorities, in the first instance, to ensure that the appropriate arrange-
ments are in place for the proper management, custody, care and conservation of local records 
and archives.  There is no funding available in my Department for Local Authority Archive 
Services.

08/10/2013WRS00550Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/10/2013WRS00600370. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he is concerned that the first thing that will greet arriving tourists in 
Shannon Airport is a strong smell that has been attributed to the sewerage infrastructure in the 
town, following a preliminary investigation by the Environmental Protection Agency; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42266/13]

08/10/2013WRS00700400. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will be made available to upgrade the sewerage treatment sys-
tem in Shannon following preliminary investigations by the Environmental Protection Agency 
which attribute the smells in the town to its sewerage infrastructure; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42264/13]

08/10/2013WRS00800402. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding funding of the upgrading of the Shannon town sewerage 
scheme, both treatment plant and pipe network; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42288/13]

08/10/2013WRS00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 370, 400 and 402 together.

The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 provides for the development of a 
comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Clare. The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of some €41 million in 
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County Clare during the period of the Programme.  The Shannon Sewerage Scheme is included 
in the Programme as a scheme at planning.

In July 2012, I approved the commitment of the necessary capital funding of just over €1 
million to allow Clare County Council complete the tender formalities with the successful ten-
derer in respect of an Advance Mechanical and Electrical Contract to upgrade four Pumping 
Stations on the scheme. I understand from the Council that work will commence on the advance 
works contract in the near future.  In October 2012, my Department wrote to Clare County 
Council informing the Council that the Preliminary Report for the Shannon Sewerage Scheme 
was not approved and that the Council should address issues in relation to the Report as set 
out by my Department. The Council’s response is currently awaited.  I understand that Clare 
County Council and the Environmental Protection Agency are working to identify the cause of 
the odour referred to in Questions Nos. 370 and 400, which will determine any remedial action 
required.

08/10/2013WRS00950Motor Tax Collection

08/10/2013WRS01000371. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to revisit or to extend the deadline for off-the-road vehicle registra-
tion, to allow those who have been attempting to comply with the law to do so in the context of 
lengthy queues, in view of the fact that the paperwork involved is complicated and cannot be 
addressed online, and in the context of the ambiguity surrounding old farm vehicles and vintage 
tractors which might only be taken on the road on occasion for festivals and charity events; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42283/13]

08/10/2013WRS01100396. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if an extension will be made to the initial deadline for registering the non-
use of motor vehicles, particularly in view of the large queues present at motor tax offices 
recently and the possibility that some persons may have not had the opportunity to register on 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42080/13]

08/10/2013WRS01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 371 and 396 together.

The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 provides for a three month transition period from 
the commencement of the Act to allow motorists to bring their motor tax status up to date and 
to make both a prospective and retrospective off-road declaration.  At the end of the transition 
period, the Act provides that only a prospective declaration may be made.  The Act commenced 
on 1 July 2013, with the transition period running to 30 September 2013.  From 1 October 2013, 
the Act provides only for a prospective declaration to be made, to close an evasion loophole, 
costing approximately €55m per annum, which existed through the use of retrospective declara-
tions.  Extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force was given over the period since 
1 July, and I have said that postal applications postmarked on or before 30 September will be 
regarded as having been received by the deadline.  

As precision is needed in taxation measures to provide certainty to those liable to pay the 
tax, the Act does not allow discretion to extend the deadline beyond the 3 month transition 
period provided. I do not consider it appropriate to introduce amending legislation at this stage 
to extend the deadline as there will have been persons who were liable for and paid arrears of 
motor tax on or after 1 October 2013 and an extension of the deadline to facilitate persons oth-
erwise liable for arrears would be disadvantageous for persons who have paid arrears liable.  It 
would not have been possible to facilitate declarations of non-use online during the three month 
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transition period, given the requirement for retrospective declarations to be witnessed by a 
member of An Garda Síochána. However, the facility to make prospective declarations of non-
use is now operational at www.motortax.ie, the operation of which is a matter for my colleague, 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

Finally, there should be no ambiguity in relation to farm and vintage vehicles which are re-
quired to be taxed if they are being used in a public place.  Other than the provisions in relation 
to making an off-road declaration, the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 makes no change 
to motor tax liability in respect of any class of vehicle.  Both farm and vintage vehicles carry a 
concessionary rate of tax, with owners of agricultural tractors paying €102 per annum, and rates 
of €56 per annum for vintage vehicles and €26 per annum for vintage motorcycles.

08/10/2013WRS01250Voluntary Sector Funding

08/10/2013WRS01300372. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if there is any agreement, currently or historically, in place between his Depart-
ment and Mountain Rescue Ireland in relation to insurance costs for the organisation; if he will 
provide all the details relating to the agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42322/13]

08/10/2013WRS01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In 2007 a Funding Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and 
Voluntary Sector was developed. This Scheme amalgamated and replaced previous Schemes 
operated under the White Paper on Supporting Voluntary Activity. Applications under this new 
Scheme were invited from community and voluntary organisations that operate at a national 
level with evidence of a nationwide membership. This Scheme ceased at the end of 2010 and 
a new three year funding Scheme was announced in December 2010 and commenced in July 
2011.  Guidelines for the current Scheme were prepared and published on the website of the 
then Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and these guidelines indicated that 
funding would be provided for core operating costs comprising staffing costs, administration 
costs and ongoing running costs and that priority would be given to organisations providing key 
services to the disadvantaged.

Mountain Rescue Ireland successfully applied for funding under both the 2007 Scheme and 
also the current Scheme that commenced in July 2011. Under the current Scheme, funding of 
€70,000 was provided in 2012, and funding of almost €66,000 was allocated in 2013, towards 
core costs to Mountain Rescue Ireland. The Department’s understanding is that this is used to 
cover costs of insurance but the contract between my Department and Mountain Rescue Ireland 
does not specify that the funding must be used for insurance costs, only that the funding must 
be used for core costs.

08/10/2013WRS01450Foreshore Licences Applications

08/10/2013WRS01500373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the problems experienced by Donegal Coun-
ty Council in obtaining a foreshore licence for Burtonport; the reason for the delay in granting 
the foreshore licence; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the delay has resulted in 
the loss of funding for the establishment of a marina in the area; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that Donegal County Council paid in excess of €100,000 to secure the licence; his 
views on whether it is acceptable that Donegal County Council has been waiting in excess of 
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four years for the licence; the steps he will take to investigate the matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42383/13]

08/10/2013WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The particular facts and evolution of the case in question 
raised complex legal issues on which my Department found it necessary to seek the advice of 
the Chief State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO). Following consideration by the CSSO, the Attorney 
General’s Office has sought a Senior Counsel opinion, and once this is available, the CSSO and 
AGO will be in a position to advise further.  This matter continues to receive priority, and my 
Department has been in touch with the County Council to make them aware of the position.  
Donegal County Council has confirmed previously that the provision of EU funding for marina 
development was not or is not conditional on the grant of a foreshore lease at Burtonport Har-
bour.  As regards the leasehold premium, Donegal County Council elected to lodge payment in 
October 2010, in advance of any request for payment from my Department.

08/10/2013WRS01650Foreshore Issues

08/10/2013WRS01700374. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has considered introducing a mechanism for the public to access fore-
shore licence records, particularly in respect of title, boundary and purpose of licence in order 
to avoid potential disputes between multiple foreshore licence holders in an area; if he consid-
ers such a mechanism to be a worthwhile development; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42384/13]

08/10/2013WRS01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A foreshore licence does not convey exclusive rights to 
the foreshore concerned. Other activities may also be licensed in the same area and licensees 
do not have the right to interfere with the lawful exercise of any other rights or the undertaking 
of any other activities permitted by law, such as fishing or navigation.  As part of a continu-
ing commitment to business process improvement, my Department is currently preparing for 
the digitisation of all licensed and leased sites and activities on the foreshore. My Department 
is exploring the opportunities for these data to be available also across other Department GIS 
initiatives such as ‘MyPlan’ and ‘The Marine Atlas’.

In addition, my Department places a high priority on public access to information during the 
assessment of foreshore applications. Information relating to applications’ progress is available 
on my Department’s website and applications are generally subject to public consultation pro-
cedures as notified in the local press. Information on the outcome of the application process is 
published on my Department’s website and includes the main reasons for the decision involved 
and considerations upon which the decision was based.

08/10/2013WRS01850Foreshore Licences Applications

08/10/2013WRS01900375. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the circumstances in which a foreshore licence application would be referred 
to the Chief State Solicitor’s office; the total number of foreshore licences applications referred 
to the Chief State Solicitor’s office per year over the past ten years; the average length of time 
those applications referred remained in the Chief State Solicitor’s office; the current number of 
foreshore licence applications currently with the Chief State Solicitor’s office; if he considers 
the referral of a foreshore licence application to the Chief State Solicitor’s office to be normal; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42385/13]

08/10/2013WRS02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The vast majority of foreshore applications dealt with by 
my Department are ultimately referred to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO) for drafting 
of formal foreshore lease or licence documents. This is a matter of normal administrative rou-
tine. Currently, in excess of 100 foreshore applications are being processed by the CSSO.  The 
detailed historical information requested is not available in readily accessible form, however, 
and its compilation would involve a disproportionate level of staff time and cost.  The circum-
stances in which legal advice on individual applications may be sought from the CSSO may 
involve conveyancing, litigation or general advisory matters. The details of such requests are 
legally privileged.

08/10/2013WRS02050Voluntary Housing Sector Issues

08/10/2013WRS02100376. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way he intends to link in the voluntary housing sector with the new structures 
being established at local authority level. [41800/13]

08/10/2013WRS02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The arrangements through which the voluntary housing sector engages with the local 
government system will continue as heretofore.  The Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS), which 
provides funding to Approved Housing Bodies of up to 100% of the approved cost of accom-
modation to meet the needs of persons with specific categories of housing need including older 
people, people with an intellectual, physical or mental health disability, the homeless, return-
ing emigrants and victims of domestic violence, will continue to be administered by the local 
authorities.  Further links between the sector and new structures to be developed under Putting 
People First - Action Programme for Effective Local Government, will be considered as these 
structures are put in place.

08/10/2013WRS02250Voluntary Housing Sector Issues

08/10/2013WRS02300377. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the balance of money outstanding will be paid to an organisation (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41805/13]

08/10/2013WRS02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The final account for this project is currently being exam-
ined in my Department and the outstanding grant amount will be paid by the end of this month.

08/10/2013WRS02450Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

08/10/2013WRS02500378. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on a sewerage scheme (details supplied) as part of 
the Water Service Investment Programme 2010-2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [41838/13]

08/10/2013WRS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Newtownmountkennedy Sewerage Scheme - Network (Garden Village) contract is 
included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 (WSIP) as a 
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contract to start during the lifetime of the Programme.  My Department is currently awaiting 
further information from Wicklow County Council in relation to the Brief for the engagement 
of Consultants to progress the contract through planning and construction stages.

08/10/2013WRS02650Motor Fuels Issues

08/10/2013WRS02700379. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the regulations that are in place to check the quality of diesel before it is sold 
to the consumer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41858/13]

08/10/2013WRS02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s responsibility for fuel quality standards arises from the perspective of 
ensuring that petrol and diesel sold in the State meet prescribed environmental specifications 
to reduce the polluting effect that certain substances have on the environment, when emitted to 
air as part of the fuel combustion process.  My Department does not have a role in regulating 
fuel standards from a consumer perspective in terms of quality assurance or the operational 
performance of the fuel.

Directive 98/70/EC sets environmental specifications for petrol and diesel fuels and is trans-
posed in Ireland by the European Communities Act 1972 (Environmental Specifications for 
Petrol, Diesel Fuels and Gas Oils for use by non-road mobile machinery, including inland wa-
terway vessels, agricultural and forestry tractors, and recreational craft) Regulations 2011. Un-
der the Directive, Member States are required to report annually to the European Commission 
the results of a sampling programme for both petrol and diesel, including any breaches of the 
environmental specifications of the fuel. The Commission collates the data received and pub-
lishes annual reports, which can be viewed on the Commission’s website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/transport/fuel_quality_monitoring.htm.  

For Ireland’s national sampling programme, a total of 101 petrol samples and 94 diesel 
samples were collected from service stations in 2012 by Inspection Services Limited on behalf 
of my Department. The samples were analysed by the State Laboratory. The results found that 
the samples were broadly compliant with the Directive, with just 6 petrol samples and 4 diesel 
samples found to exceed environmental specifications. The results were submitted to the Com-
mission on 30 June 2013.  In addition to the national sampling programme, the Irish Petroleum 
Industry Association (IPIA) contracts an independent laboratory to sample and analyse fuel 
and the results of that analysis are also included in Ireland’s report to the Commission.  If a 
consumer suspects that fuel offered for sale has been laundered or that their vehicle has been 
damaged as a result of unintentionally using laundered fuel then this should be reported to the 
office of the Revenue Commissioners.

08/10/2013WRS02850Water Meters Issues

08/10/2013WRS02900380. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the quality standards being imposed on the in-
stallation of the water meters which are being rolled out nationwide to ensure they comply with 
best international practice, that water does not freeze in the winter months or that disruption 
of services will occur; if he will give an assurance that all meters will be installed to the same 
standard and the monitoring of the work that is being undertaken; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41870/13]
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08/10/2013WRS03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Act 2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an inde-
pendent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to 
allow Irish Water to undertake the water metering programme.  The criteria for the procurement 
process for the metering programme were developed by my Department, in consultation with 
Bord Gáis Éireann, to ensure that all contractors have the capacity to carry out the scale of work 
involved to the necessary high standard. The meter boundary boxes that will be installed will 
have ‘frost plugs’ to provide insulation from surface freezing conditions. It is a matter for Irish 
Water to monitor and supervise all works to ensure that they meet the required quality standards.

08/10/2013WRS03050NAMA Social Housing Provision

08/10/2013WRS03100381. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form a county breakdown of the number of properties 
identified by the National Asset Management Agency as being suitable for social housing; the 
number of properties accepted by local authorities for transfer; the number of properties trans-
ferred to date; the amount of money spent by his Department on NAMA properties for social 
housing use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41881/13]

08/10/2013WRS03200393. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if any work has been done by his Department, by the National As-
set Management Agency, by Dublin City Council, or by all three, working jointly, to identify 
NAMA owned/controlled properties in Dublin 1 and Dublin 7 that have particular potential for 
such community and social uses as adult education, community arts, resources for persons with 
disabilities, resources for community development, sports, family support and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [42000/13]

08/10/2013WRS03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 381 and 393 together.

My Department, the Housing Agency and NAMA continue to work together with housing 
authorities and approved housing bodies towards identifying suitable NAMA housing units and 
bringing them into social housing use. It continues to be my Department’s objective to maxi-
mise the delivery of social housing using all of the resources available. My priority is the provi-
sion of social housing units and that is where the focus remains in this process.  A breakdown 
by county of the units identified, deemed suitable and completed or contracted is shown in the 
table. Of the 4,351 units identified by NAMA currently 1,900 have been deemed suitable and of 
these 443 have completed or been contracted.

County Identified Suitable Complete/Con-
tracted

Carlow    137        82     55 
Cavan      47          -       - 
Clare    169        19       7 
Cork    471      271     36 
Cork City    419      202     53 
Donegal      95        59       - 
Dublin City    628      252      55 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown    328      122     58 
Fingal    203        45     20 
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County Identified Suitable Complete/Con-
tracted

Galway      84        44       -
Galway City    117      117     45 
Kerry      90        52     15 
Kildare    243        97     57 
Kilkenny    167        96       -
Laois      98        10       - 
Leitrim      35          -       - 
Limerick    112          9       9 
Longford      31        11       -
Louth      27        27     27 
Mayo      66        58       -
Meath    203        38       -
Monaghan      35        30        -
North Tipperary      13          -        -
Offaly      79        64        -
Roscommon      91          1        -
Sligo      46        15        -
South Dublin      60        42        -   
South Tipperary      24          -                     -
Waterford      65       27        -   
Westmeath      42       29        4 
Wexford      90       74        2 
Wicklow      36         7         -    
Total 4,351  1,900     443 

Currently my Department is making recoupments under the Social Housing Leasing Initia-
tive on 93 NAMA-related housing units in Dun Laoghaire, Dublin City, Kildare and Louth. 
The combined annual cost of lease payments in respect of these units is just over €897,000. 
In addition my Department has provided capital funding of some €22m in the form of Capital 
Assistance, Social Housing Investment and Capital Advances to help secure 221 units of those 
either completed or contracted.

08/10/2013WRS03350Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

08/10/2013WRS03400382. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way in which the €250 million allocated in 2012 for the refurbishment 
of social housing was spent; the local authorities to which funds were allocated and the number 
of housing units owned/managed by each local authority to which funds could potentially be 
applied; the criteria used to determine the allocation of these funds; if he will provide similar 
information for the 2013 allocation of €275 million; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [41884/13]

08/10/2013WRS03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In 2012 a total of €394 million was recouped to local au-
thorities under my Departments Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP). Of this, some 
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€149 million related to measures to improve the quality and standard of the social housing 
stock, including the regeneration of disadvantaged social housing estates and flat complexes, 
estate-wide remedial works schemes, funding for extensions and adaptations to properties to 
meet the needs of tenants with a disability, and a retrofitting measure to improve the energy ef-
ficiency of older stock. The allocations were based on the level of contractual commitments on 
approved projects, the work programmes submitted by local authorities and the level of prog-
ress and outputs achieved under each of the measures under SHIP over the course of the year. 

In March 2013, I announced a capital provision of €275 million for allocation to 34 city 
and county councils in respect of my Department’s SHIP for 2013. Of this, some €121 million 
related to a range of measures aimed at improving the overall quality of the social housing 
stock.  In July I announced details of a €50 million energy retrofitting measure for the period 
2013-2015 which targets grants at older houses and apartments which lack adequate insulation 
and draught proofing. Some €10 million has been allocated for spending in the current year. 
The detailed information requested in relation to the breakdown of funding provided under the 
various improvement measures for 2012 and 2013 is set out in the following tables.

Final SHIP Allocations to Local Authorities in 2012

Local Authority Regeneration Remedial 
Works Scheme

Energy Ef-
ficiency

New Insula-
tion Measure 

Adaptations                
/Extensions

Carlow County 
Council

 -  - €136,685 - €611,758

Cavan County 
Council

 -  - €518,080 - €76,328

Clare County 
Council

 - €1,040,480 €455,145 - €155,630

Cork County 
Council

 - €310,580 €710,727 - €124,209

Cork City Council  €11,160,000  - €1,198,370 - €168,262
Donegal County 
Council

 -  - €563,428 - €161,231

Dublin City 
Council

€48,000,000 €3,638,566 €3,991,502 - €1,661,596

Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown

 -  - €658,504 - €631,463

Fingal County 
Council

 - €512,055 €769,599 - €189,249

Galway City 
Council

 -  - €239,426 - €92,647

Galway County 
Council

 - €105,548 €336,274 - €103,356

Kerry County 
Council

€2,687,404 €140,000 €615,570 - €263,369

Kildare County 
Council

 - €830,392 €468,204 - €194,318

Kilkenny County 
Council

 - €350,000 €458,238 - €302,575

Laois County 
Council

 -  - €218,592 - €106,504

Leitrim County 
Council

 - €704,218 €198,943 - €32,398

Limerick City 
Council

€34,889,544  - €705,365 - €85,187
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Local Authority Regeneration Remedial 
Works Scheme

Energy Ef-
ficiency

New Insula-
tion Measure 

Adaptations                
/Extensions

Limerick County 
Council

 - €139,979 €1,212,501 - €106,798

Longford County 
Council

 - €220,900 €206,884 - €113,001

Louth County 
Council

€968,505 €132,948 €409,128 - €159,804

Mayo County 
Council

 - €0 €349,967 - €306,383

Meath County 
Council

 - €5,027,538 €519,410 - €155,059

Monaghan County 
Council

 - €661,818 €380,333 - €136,436

Offaly County 
Council

 - €0 €152,736 - €74,320

Roscommon 
County Council

 - €43,464 €276,527 - €240,889

Sligo County 
Council

 €1,900,610 €69,286 €231,671 - €149,725

South Dublin 
County Council

 - €1,681,451 €339,800 - €340,845

Tipperary North  - €1,203,641 €501,864 - €555,027
Tipperary South  - €1,920,512 €566,870 - €196,350
Waterford City 
Council

€976,000 €231,628 €365,904 - €324,029

Waterford County 
Council

 - €0 €392,370 - €136,808

Westmeath 
County Council

 - €454,800 €209,468 - €102,113

Wexford County 
Council

 - €0 €463,231 - €353,279

Wicklow County 
Council

 - €260,599 €1,028,112 - €291,983

Total €100,582,063 €19,680,403 €19,849,428 - €8,702,929

SHIP Allocations to local Authorities 2013

Local Authority Regeneration Remedial 
Works Scheme

Energy Ef-
ficiency

New Insula-
tion Measure 

Adaptations/
Extensions

Carlow  -    -         160,436      160,436      45,311 
Cavan  -    -           177,449      177,449      49,356 
Clare  -       297,713         198,490      198,490      54,358 
Cork County  -       700,000         451,724      451,724    114,561 
Cork City  12,000,000  -           538,379      538,379    135,162 
Donegal  -    -           319,012      319,012       83,010 
Dublin City  31,000,000    9,800,000  1,488,987   1,488,987     300,000 
Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown 

 -  -           306,981      306,981       80,150 

Fingal  -         400,000         313,924      313,924       83,581 
Galway City  -    -           193,826      193,826       53,249 
Galway Co  -    -           200,398      200,398       54,812 
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Local Authority Regeneration Remedial 
Works Scheme

Energy Ef-
ficiency

New Insula-
tion Measure 

Adaptations/
Extensions

Kerry   4,000,000       120,487         292,936      292,936       76,811 
Kildare  -    1,754,641         264,528      264,528       70,058 
Kilkenny  -     -           188,844      188,844       52,065 
Laois  -    -           183,279      183,279       50,742 
Leitrim  -       701,380         127,629      127,629       37,512 
Limerick City  28,000,000  -           241,102      241,102       64,488 
Limerick Co  -    -           188,473      188,473       51,977 
Longford  -       750,000         176,230      176,230        49,066 
Louth   2,000,000  -           269,192      269,192        71,166 
Mayo  -         75,000         190,328      190,328        52,418 
Meath  -       132,609         233,099      233,099        62,586 
Monaghan  -     550,000         148,087      148,087        42,375 
Offaly  -     -           167,803      167,803        47,063 
Roscommon  -         12,619         146,603      146,603        42,023 
Sligo   3,000,000     225,000         183,014      183,014        50,679 
South Dublin  -    1,871,178         553,908      553,908      138,854 
Tipperary North  -       831,464         171,460      171,460       47,932 
Tipperary South  -       665,983         227,640      227,640       61,288 
Waterford City  -    -         235,855      235,855       63,241 
Waterford Co  -    -         168,651      168,651       47,264 
Westmeath  -    -           165,736      165,736       46,571 
Wexford  -    -           298,448      298,448       78,122 
Wicklow  -    -           310,532      310,532      €80,994
Total €80,000,000 €18,888,074 €9,482,983 €9,482,983 €2,438,845

Information on the local authority social housing stock, including the numbers of properties 
within each local authority, is collated and published as part of the annual Service Indicators 
in Local Authorities Report. Copies are available from the Local Government Management 
Agency and may be downloaded from their website (www.lgma.ie).

08/10/2013WRS03550National Strategy on Volunteering

08/10/2013WRS03600383. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a national policy or strategy on volunteering will be developed in order 
to address barriers to volunteering and to set objectives and goals to ensure that volunteering 
is measured and valued; to provide for consistent and sustainable nationwide supports for vol-
unteering; if he will provide strategy and direction for the existing volunteering infrastructure 
to deliver national priorities at a local level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41889/13]

08/10/2013WRS03700401. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider the establishment of a national strategy to support volunteering. 
[42280/13]

08/10/2013WRS03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 401 together.

The Government continues to advance a range of measures that support volunteering and 
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active citizenship. My Department funds a network of twenty two Volunteer Centres. It also 
provides funding to Volunteer Ireland, the national volunteer development agency.  The focus 
of Volunteer Ireland is to create an enabling environment for volunteering, to develop an ethos 
of volunteerism across all sectors of society and to be an independent and legitimate voice for 
volunteering.  The 22 Volunteer Centres act as ‘brokers’ between potential volunteers and or-
ganisations seeking volunteers. The centres are linked by a common database and a common 
best practice approach. They also work with organisations to develop their volunteer manage-
ment capacity and carry out Garda vetting for smaller organisations.  My Department intends 
to review the current policy on Volunteer Centres having regard to the need for a sustainable, 
nationwide approach to supporting and promoting volunteering. In this regard, my Department 
currently has under consideration a status report commissioned from Volunteer Ireland on vol-
unteering and volunteering infrastructure in Ireland.

08/10/2013WRS03850Climate Change Policy

08/10/2013WRS03900384. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his response to the recent UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change re-
port, and its implications for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41890/13]

08/10/2013WRS04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I welcome publication of this first of four reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate change that will, in due course, constitute their 5th Assessment Report. The findings 
of this first report are clear and robust, and a stark reminder of the need for a comprehensive 
global response to climate change.  The report was developed and published in an international 
context and has no specific implications that are unique to Ireland. Through the EU, Ireland is 
contributing constructively to the on-going negotiations under the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change aimed at finding agreement on a new climate treaty in 2015. Our contri-
bution is strengthened by the steps we are taking to develop progressive national policy and 
legislation. On completion of the current Programme for the development of national climate 
policy and legislation, I will publish the final Heads of the Climate Action and Low-Carbon 
Development Bill early in 2014.

08/10/2013WRS04050Dublin Docklands Development Authority

08/10/2013WRS04100385. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the transfer of the assets of the Dublin Docklands 
Development Authority to other bodies; and if he will confirm that the public spaces, and other 
property such as parking spaces and social housing apartments, will be transferred to Dublin 
City Council.  [41902/13]

08/10/2013WRS04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the context of the decision to wind-up the Dublin Docklands Development Authority 
(DDDA), the Government has confirmed Dublin City Council (DCC) as the organisation under 
which the future regeneration of the Dublin Docklands is to be continued. In practical terms, 
DCC is providing staffing and other supports to the DDDA to allow it to continue to operate 
for the remainder of its period of operation.  My Department is currently examining the legal 
and financial arrangements needed to complete this process. The transfer of assets and other 
property is being considered in this context.
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08/10/2013WRS04250Dublin Docklands Development Authority

08/10/2013WRS04300386. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the current financial position of the Dublin Docklands Development Au-
thority; and if it can currently meet its day-to-day requirements such as providing street lighting 
within its functional area. [41903/13]

08/10/2013WRS04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The most recent annual accounts of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority, for 
the year 2011, have been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and are also available on 
the Authority’s website, at www.ddda.ie. The annual accounts for 2012 are being finalised and 
are expected to be submitted to my Department shortly. Once received, the accounts will be 
brought to Government after which they will, as in previous years, be laid before both Houses 
of the Oireachtas.  The Authority continues to operate on a ‘going–concern’ basis and, as such, 
is in a position to meet its day-to-day financial requirements.

08/10/2013WRT00075Irish Water Establishment

08/10/2013WRT00100387. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if projects that have been approved in County Wicklow under the Water Ser-
vices Investment Programme 2010-2013 but have yet to commence will be included in the Irish 
Water capital investment plan for 2014-2015, currently being drafted; if an agreement has been 
put in place between his Department and Irish Water to ensure the projects in County Wicklow 
under the existing programme are complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41913/13]

08/10/2013WRT00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Irish Water will be responsible for the delivery of water services capital infrastructure 
from 1 January 2014, and is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan for 2014-2015. I 
expect that this Plan will include taking account of the transition of projects that are included in 
the current Water Services Investment Plan.

08/10/2013WRT00250Security of the Elderly

08/10/2013WRT00300388. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding that has been spent on the senior alert scheme from 
January 2013 to date; if he expects the full allocation of €2.45 million to be used this year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41917/13]

08/10/2013WRT00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live securely in 
their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. The Scheme is administered by 
local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.   

The funding allocated to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2013 is €2.35m. Expenditure to date 
on the Scheme is approximately €1.9m (80%). I expect the full allocation to be spent by year-
end.
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08/10/2013WRT00450Planning Issues

08/10/2013WRT00500389. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will conduct an investigation into the procedures followed by An Bord 
Pleanála in regard to the N86 road improvement scheme; if his attention has been drawn to 
irregularities at the oral hearings; if he is concerned about this and whether he believes the de-
cision making process in this case was tainted; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41936/13]

08/10/2013WRT00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in relation to the matter raised. Under 
section 30 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2010, I am specifically precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case with which a planning author-
ity or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

08/10/2013WRT00650Planning Issues

08/10/2013WRT00700390. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will direct local authorities not to accept objections to one-off rural 
planning applications from persons who do not have a connection to the area in question, using 
the same criteria that apply to deciding a prospective dweller’s eligibility to build in a rural area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41937/13]

08/10/2013WRT00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Planning legislation provides that any person or body, on 
payment of the appropriate fee, may make a submission or observation in writing to a planning 
authority in relation to a planning application within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt by the authority of the application.  I have no plans to amend the legislation in 
this regard.     

08/10/2013WRT00850Wastewater Treatment Issues

08/10/2013WRT00900391. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason raw sewage is being released into the River Bride in Tallow, 
County Waterford; the person responsible for this; the actions that will be taken to end this 
practice immediately; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41940/13]

08/10/2013WRT01000392. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the commencement and completion dates for the waste water treatment 
plant in Tallow, Co Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41968/13]

08/10/2013WRT01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 391 and 392 together.

The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 provides for the development of 
a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Waterford. The Pro-
gramme includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of over €75 mil-
lion in Waterford County during the period of the Programme.   

The Waterford Grouped Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme is included in the Programme 
as a Scheme to Start construction during the life of the Programme. The Scheme provides for 
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the construction of new or upgraded wastewater treatment and collection systems in Ardmore, 
Ballyduff/Kilmeaden, Cappoquin, Dunmore East, Kilmacthomas, Stradbally and Tallow. Wa-
terford County Council is advancing the scheme on the basis of separate contracts for the col-
lection systems and a single Design Build and Operate (DBO) Contract for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plants in the towns and villages. 

Insofar, as the collection networks at the various locations are concerned, the upgrading 
works to the Ardmore, Ballyduff/Kilmeaden, Cappoquin, Kilmacthomas and Stradbally sewer-
age collections systems are substantially completed under the current Water Services Invest-
ment Programme (2010-2013). The Upgrading of Tallow Sewerage Collection network was 
carried out between September 2007 and February 2008 and was, therefore, substantially com-
pleted during the life of the 2007-2009 Water Services Programme. The upgrading of the Dun-
more East Collection System Contact has recently commenced. 

Wastewater arising in Tallow received primary treatment prior to the upgrading of the sew-
erage collection system there. The majority of the wastewater in the village receives primary 
treatment in a septic tank located at the north of the village and treated wastewater is discharged 
to the River Bride. Woodview Housing Estate has a separate septic tank and wastewater from 
this is passed through a reed bed system before discharging to the River Bride. The upgrading 
of the collection network that was carried out in 2007/2008 did not alter these treatment pro-
cesses. Therefore, the wastewater arising in Tallow still receives primary wastewater treatment 
prior to discharge to the River Bride. 

It is proposed to install a new secondary wastewater treatment plant in Tallow under the De-
sign Build and Operate (DBO) Wastewater Treatment Plant Contract for the Waterford Grouped 
Towns and Villages Sewerage Scheme project. This secondary wastewater treatment plant will 
replace the current primary treatment systems for Tallow. 

I understand that Waterford County Council has tendered for the DBO Contract for the 
seven towns and villages and it is currently assessing the tenders received.

Question No. 393 answered with Question No. 381.

08/10/2013WRT01150Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRT01200394. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the review of the planning guidelines for wind farms; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42049/13]

08/10/2013WRT01300397. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the form public consultation will take during the review into planning guide-
lines for wind turbines, currently underway; the way he will ensure that it will involve all inter-
ested parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42096/13]

08/10/2013WRT01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 and 397 together.

My Department is currently undertaking a targeted review of the Wind Energy Guidelines 
2006 focusing on noise, proximity and shadow flicker. As part of this process the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland has commissioned a study to examine the significance of noise 
related to onshore wind farms.

The indicative timetable for the publication of the draft guidelines is Quarter 4 2013. The 
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draft guidelines will – like all other new or revised guidelines – go out for extensive public 
consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months, to allow for publication of the final guidelines 
in 2014. The public will be notified about the consultation period through media notices and a 
copy of the draft guidelines will be made available on my Department’s website. All interested 
parties are welcome to make written submissions during this consultation period.  Once the 
consultation period is closed, the submissions received on the draft guidelines will be consid-
ered and taken into account in the final form of the guidelines.

08/10/2013WRT01450Motor Tax Yield

08/10/2013WRT01500395. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will declare the total motor tax take on a category of vehicles (details sup-
plied); the rationale that determines the rate at which this tax is set; if he will review this item 
in view of the on-road to off-road usage ratio that typically applies in respect of utilisation of 
these vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42059/13]

08/10/2013WRT01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Quad bikes are taxed at the private rate of motor tax if the vehicle is being used for 
private, domestic or pleasure purposes, which includes road usage by farmers. If the vehicle 
is being used to haul another vehicle or trailer, it then becomes taxable at the general haulage 
tractor rate, currently €333 per annum. If the quad bike is not used in a public place, motor tax 
is not payable.   

As quad bikes form part of larger categories of vehicles, depending on their usage as out-
lined above, I cannot give a breakdown of the motor tax take in respect of them.

Question No. 396 answered with Question No. 371.

Question No. 397 answered with Question No. 394.

08/10/2013WRT01650Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/10/2013WRT01700398. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the construction of the main drainage scheme will resume and be completed 
at a location (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42117/13]

08/10/2013WRT01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013  provides for the development 
of a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Cork. It included 
contracts under construction and to commence to the value of some €230 million in the county 
during the period of the Programme.

Contracts for both a wastewater treatment plant upgrade and network for the Bandon Sew-
erage Scheme Phase 2 are included as contracts to start during the life of the Programme. My 
Department is awaiting the submission of a Preliminary Report for the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Scheme/Contract.

In relation to the Bandon Sewerage Scheme Phase 2 Network Contract Cork County Coun-
cil has appointed a consultant to complete the Contract Documents which will incorporate all 
of the outstanding works on the scheme.
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08/10/2013WRT01850Planning Issues

08/10/2013WRT01900399. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of ongoing cases of unauthorised development presently be-
ing handled by each planning authority in the State; the way this information is being tracked; 
the number of such unauthorised developments that are commercial in nature as opposed to 
individual-residential in nature; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42119/13]

08/10/2013WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Data on planning enforcement collected by my Depart-
ment each year are published in Tables 22 to 26 of the Annual Planning Statistics, which are 
available on my Department’s website: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Statisticsand-
RegularPublications/PlanningStatistics/.  

The last publication covers 2011; the 2012 Statistics will be published very shortly. The data 
collected are not broken down by reference to commercial and individual/residential develop-
ments.

Question No. 400 answered with Question No. 370.

Question No. 401 answered with Question No. 383.

Question No. 402 answered with Question No. 370.

08/10/2013WRT02050Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/10/2013WRT02100403. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department received an application from Limerick County Council to 
extend the Patrickswell sewerage scheme which his Department has approved for investment 
under the current water services programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42321/13]

08/10/2013WRT02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Work is continuing on the Patrickswell Sewerage Scheme – Networks Contract which is 
being funded under my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013.

In August 2013, Limerick County Council submitted a proposal for an extension to the con-
tract in the Ballyanrahan/Ballybronogue area at an estimated cost of some €0.57 million. This 
proposal is being examined in my Department and a decision on it will be made as quickly as 
possible.

08/10/2013WRT02250Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRT02300404. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will amend the planning regulations to ensure that wind development 
companies which were seeking to install industrial style wind turbines across the midlands and 
elsewhere will have to put in place a significant index-linked bond to cover the costs of remov-
ing and decommissioning these turbines at the end of their life span; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42331/13]

08/10/2013WRT02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to Section 7.19 of my Department’s Wind Energy 
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Development Guidelines 2006 on ‘Decommissioning and Reinstatement ’.   

Conditions requiring the lodgement of financial bonds have been used in the past to try to 
ensure that decommissioning will take place in a responsible manner. However, the use of long-
term bonds to secure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon cessation of the project puts an 
unreasonable burden on developers, given  the long time span involved in wind energy develop-
ments, and is difficult to enforce. The recycling value of the turbine components, particularly 
copper and steel, should more than adequately cover  the financial costs of the decommission-
ing.  Accordingly, the use   of a long-term bond is not recommended.   

I do not propose to revisit this issue during the current targeted review of the Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines, which is focusing on noise, proximity and shadow flicker.

08/10/2013WRT02450Environmental Impact Statements

08/10/2013WRT02500405. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps he will take to ensure that his Department’s draft guidelines on EIA 
assessment 2012 are finalised and that the requirement on planning authorities to carry out an 
independent assessment of the EISs prepared by developers, as required by Article 3 of the EIA 
Amendment Regulations 2012, is fully communicated to local authorities and is observed fully 
at all times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42334/13]

08/10/2013WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department issued the final version of the Guidelines 
for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assess-
ment in March 2013. A copy of the new guidelines was forwarded to planning authorities and 
An Bord Pleanála at this time. The guidelines are also available on my Department’s website 
at: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/PlanningDevelopment/Planning/Planning-
Guidance/.     

Under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, planning authorities and An 
Bord Pleanála are required to have regard to any ministerial guidelines in the performance of 
their functions under the Planning and Development Act 2000.

08/10/2013WRU00150Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRU00200406. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if in the comprehensive review of the 2006 wind energy guidelines he will take 
steps to ensure that all the criteria that must be assessed pursuant to Article 3 of the EIA direc-
tive are fully identified and appropriate guidelines for identifying the environmental impact of 
threshold wind farm developments, particularly on humans and inter alia their material assets, 
are established and communicated to the planning authority; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42335/13]

08/10/2013WRU00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is now undertaking a targeted review of 
the Wind Energy Guidelines 2006 focusing on noise, proximity and shadow flicker.  It is not 
proposed to conduct a comprehensive review of the guidelines at this time.  All proposed wind 
farm developments do, however, have to comply with the relevant statutory requirements. 
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08/10/2013WRU00350Electricity Exports

08/10/2013WRU00400407. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the basis and reasons for classifying electricity export projects as strategic 
infrastructural developments, so as to allow them to proceed directly to An Bord Pleanála rather 
then to the local authority of the jurisdictional areas; if same will now be reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [42336/13]

08/10/2013WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Strategic infrastructure developments are those projects 
deemed to be of strategic economic or social importance to the State.  The development of re-
newables, including wind energy, is at the heart of the Government’s energy policy.  The avail-
ability of indigenous, sustainable power is a valuable national asset and is vital for achieving 
energy security, emissions reductions and economic renewal through job creation. 

The Seventh Schedule of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) categorises 
any installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy production with more than 25 
turbines or having a total output greater than 50 megawatts as strategic infrastructure.  This ap-
plies to all wind energy infrastructure in this category and not just projects involving electricity 
export.  It is not currently proposed to review these legislative requirements. 

08/10/2013WRU00550Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRU00600408. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if, in the context of the current review of the wind energy guidelines 2006, the 
review will incorporate the EPA guidance note for noise 2012 which addresses tonal or impul-
sive noise from wind turbines and if regard will be taken of the practices pertaining to noise 
which apply in Denmark, Germany and south Australia; if he will indicate when these draft 
guidelines will be published for consultation with the public; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [42338/13]

08/10/2013WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department – in conjunction with the Department 
of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and other stakeholders – is currently un-
dertaking a targeted review of the onshore Wind Energy Guidelines 2006 focusing on noise, 
proximity and shadow flicker. 

Earlier this year, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources commis-
sioned the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland to invite proposals from suitably qualified 
organisations for the completion of a study to examine the significance of noise related to on-
shore wind farms.  The objective of the study is to obtain evidence upon which to evaluate the 
appropriateness of the existing guidelines in relation to noise impacts and, if considered neces-
sary, suggest changes.  It will take account of the following key contextual issues:   

- The evolution of wind turbine technologies since the current Guidelines were published 
in 2006;

- Experience to date in the application of the current Guidelines;

- Research relating to wind turbine noise issues, including an examination of international 
practice, since the current Guidelines were adopted;

- Ireland’s binding targets in relation to renewable energy update and penetration. 
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SEAI awarded the contract for carrying out the study to Marshall Day Acoustics in July 
2013.  Marshall Day have significant international experience in this field and have previously 
participated in reviews of the wind farm noise guidelines for the Australian and New Zealand 
Governments.  This study will form a key input into the review of the statutory guidelines. 

My understanding is that this study will take into consideration practices pertaining in Den-
mark, Germany and Australia.  I also understand that the EPA’s Noise Guidance Note (NG4 
-2012) will also be referenced in the study. 

The indicative timetable for the publication of the draft statutory guidelines is Quarter 4 
2013.  The draft guidelines will – like all other new or revised guidelines – go out for extensive 
public consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months, to allow for publication of the final 
guidelines in 2014.  Once the consultation period is closed, the submissions received on the 
draft guidelines will be considered and taken into account in the final form of the guidelines. 

08/10/2013WRU00750Water Meters Issues

08/10/2013WRU00800409. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department and Irish Water have made a definitive decision on the way 
water supplied to individual consumers by way of a private water supply will be assessed in the 
context of the metering proposals and if a charge will be levied thereon; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42343/13]

08/10/2013WRU00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be respon-
sible for the domestic water metering programme and for the collection of water charges from 
households.  The water metering programme will cover households connected to a public water 
supply.  Households with private wells will not be metered under the programme and will not 
be subject to water charges.   

08/10/2013WRU00950Motor Tax Collection

08/10/2013WRU01000410. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding road tax on harvesters and combines (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42354/13]

08/10/2013WRU01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An annual concessionary rate of motor tax of €102 per annum applies to agricultural 
tractors and agricultural machinery where used on the public road.  I have no plans to reduce 
this rate.   

08/10/2013WRU01150Housing Issues

08/10/2013WRU01200411. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of empty housing units that are available in Waterford city and 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42360/13]

08/10/2013WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
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housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.  

Data on the number of empty housing units are not included in this range.  The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) collects data on vacant properties during the Census operation.  The 
number of vacant properties, broken down by county, is available on their website: www.cso.ie.   

08/10/2013WRU01350Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

08/10/2013WRU01400412. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when he expects a new tenant purchase scheme to become operational; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42363/13]

08/10/2013WRU01500415. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to replace the tenant purchase scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [42405/13]

08/10/2013WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 412 and 415 together.   

While the 1995 tenant purchase scheme for existing local authority houses closed for new 
applications on 31 December 2012, two incremental purchase schemes remain in operation, one 
for newly-built local authority houses and the other for local authority apartments.

Work is proceeding on the preparation of the General Scheme of a Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill, which is expected to be submitted to Government later this year for approval 
to draft the Bill.  Among other things, the Bill will underpin a new tenant purchase scheme 
for existing local authority houses along incremental purchase lines, involving discounts for 
purchasing tenants linked to household income and a discount-related charge on the property 
that will dwindle away over a period unless the house is resold or the purchaser fails to comply 
with conditions of the sale.  The commencement date for the new scheme will be set when the 
necessary regulations are made on enactment of the Bill.

08/10/2013WRU01650Unfinished Housing Developments

08/10/2013WRU01700413. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the High Court case taken against Done-
gal County Council in relation to the scheme for unfinished estates; his views on whether this 
judgment could have implications for other local authorities; if he has analysed the judgment 
in the case with respect to potential implications for other local authorities; if he will allocate 
additional funding to Donegal County Council to address the additional legal obligations placed 
on it as a result of the judgment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42387/13]

08/10/2013WRU01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee 
(NCC) on Unfinished Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the 
Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s re-
sponse to the recommendations.  The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Bank-
ing Federation, local authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA 
and the construction sector.  Real progress is being made in tackling and resolving the issues 
faced by residents of unfinished estates and the Committee is meeting on a regular basis to 
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oversee this effort. 

Under the Public Safety Initiative for Unfinished Housing Developments my Department 
has made allocations totalling some €4.46 million to 23 local authorities from the funding made 
available to address immediate public safety issues.   

The types of works that have been approved to date include the fencing off of unsecured and 
hazardous areas, capping of pipes, installation of street lighting and other works to secure sites.  
To date, a total of €2.685 million has been drawn down by local authorities.   

No details of legal proceedings being taken against Donegal County Council in regard to 
unfinished housing developments have been brought to my attention or that of my Department.

08/10/2013WRU01850Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

08/10/2013WRU01900414. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department will prioritise the installation of a sewerage scheme for 
the village of Burtonport, County Donegal; if his attention has been drawn to the findings of 
the Environmental Protection Agency regarding pollution in this village; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42388/13]

08/10/2013WRU02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Donegal.  The Programme includes contracts under construc-
tion and to commence to the value of some €132 million in County Donegal during the period 
of the Programme. However, the Burtonport Sewerage Scheme was not amongst the priority 
contracts and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.   

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth.  A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Donegal County Council, 
in response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas.  These were subsequently appraised in the De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities.  Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that are more strategically important at this time.   

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013, was reviewed in mid-
2011 and through this process consideration was given to any newly emerging priority contracts 
and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme.  No proposal for the 
Burtonport Sewerage Scheme was received from Donegal County Council in response to the 
review.   

It is intended that Irish Water will be responsible for the delivery of water services capital 
infrastructure from 1 January 2014. Irish Water is currently preparing a Capital Investment Plan 
for 2014-2015.

 Question No. 415 answered with Question No. 412.

08/10/2013WRU02150Private Rented Accommodation Sector
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08/10/2013WRU02200416. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if and when legislation will be brought forward which seeks to address 
ongoing issues in the private rental accommodation sector, including landlord-tenant relations, 
waste management and substandard accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [42433/13]

08/10/2013WRU02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 sets out the rights and 
obligations of landlords and tenants in the private rented residential sector.  The Private Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was established under the Act to operate a national tenancy 
registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants in the private rented 
residential sector.    

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012 was published on 19 July 2012.  
The Bill builds on what has been achieved by the Residential Tenancies Act and the PRTB, and 
provides for the further development of the rental sector into the future.   

The Bill was passed by the Dáil in July 2013 and second stage in the Seanad concluded on 
24 September 2013.  Among the main issues addressed by the amending legislation are:

- the extension of the remit of the Residential Tenancies Act to Approved Housing Body 
tenancies; 

- the Board of the PRTB to be reduced from 15 to 12 members;   

- the separation of the governance and quasi-judicial functions of the Board; 

- the merger of the PRTB and the Rent Tribunal;   

- the simplification and streamlining of the mediation process;   

- the introduction of a new procedure to enable the PRTB to deal effectively with tenants 
who do not pay rent during the dispute process.   

While the Bill addresses a wide range of issues, there are some other aspects still under de-
velopment which I hope to bring forward for consideration during the Bill’s passage through the 
Seanad.  In particular, I am keen to progress the commitment in the Programme for Government 
to introduce a tenancy deposit protection scheme and I intend to provide for the establishment 
of such a scheme at Committee Stage of the Bill in the Seanad. 

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, made under section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1992.  These Regulations were further amended by the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009. 

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
Regulations.  Responsibility for enforcement rests with the local authorities, supported by a 
dedicated stream of funding allocated by my Department. 

The primary responsibility for the management of any waste, including costs for removal 
or disposal, lies with the holder of the waste; the holder of the waste is the natural or legal per-
son in possession of the waste or the producer of the waste.  The Waste Management Act 1996 
imposes a general duty of care on holders of waste. A person may not hold, transport, recover 
or dispose of waste in a manner that causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution.  It is 
the responsibility of the relevant local authority to deal with any instances of illegal disposal of 
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waste in their functional area and take the appropriate enforcement action. 

Section 12 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended by section 100 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, requires a landlord of a dwelling to provide receptacles 
suitable for the storage of refuse outside the dwelling, save where the provision of such recep-
tacles is not within the power or control of the landlord in respect of the dwelling concerned 
– this could arise for example where it is a function of a management company to provide such 
a service. 

In addition, the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 provide that each 
house must have access to suitable and adequate pest and vermin-proof refuse storage facilities. 

The purpose of these provisions is to ensure that facilities are available to tenants to enable 
them to store refuse appropriately between collections and not in such a way as to attract pests 
or vermin or become a hazard or eyesore to the general public.  However, the presentation of 
refuse for collection, the manner in which it is presented and any charges imposed for collec-
tion are the responsibility of the tenant, who is the holder of the waste.  Any incidents of illegal 
waste activity should be reported to the relevant local authorities, who have significant enforce-
ment powers available to them under the Waste Management Act 1996 including the power to 
make bye-laws regarding the presentation and collection of waste.   

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authori-
ties have a strengthened, updated legislative and regulatory framework available to them which 
provides for the issuing of Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are 
in breach of their obligations under the Regulations. Fines for continuing non-compliance with 
the Regulations have also been significantly increased; the maximum fine has increased from 
€3,000 to €5,000 and the fine for each day of a continuing offence has increased from €250 to 
€400.   

08/10/2013WRU02350Local and Community Development Issues

08/10/2013WRU02400417. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he will re-establish the Inner City Partnership in Dublin, as this 
has been promised repeatedly for a number of years and opportunities to tackle unemployment 
especially amongst youth in disadvantaged areas of the inner city are being threatened without 
this partnership mechanism; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42436/13]

08/10/2013WRU02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Dublin Inner City Partnership (DICP) delivered the Local Development Social Inclu-
sion Programme (LDSIP) 2006-2009 through funding and coordinating the work of networks 
and other organisations supporting communities in the Dublin Inner City Area.  The Partnership 
had an interim contract, through Pobal on behalf of the Department, under the Local and Com-
munity Development Programme (LCDP) which succeeded the LDSIP in 2010.  In April 2010, 
the Board of Pobal decided to cease its LCDP contract with DICP in light of major concerns 
about, inter alia, weaknesses in financial controls and procedures, and non-compliance with 
Programme accountability requirements.  Since then, my Department, in conjunction with Po-
bal, has ensured that LCDP services for the communities in the Inner City area have continued 
to be delivered in a coordinated manner through Pobal.  Funding in excess of €1.4m has been 
committed under the LCDP to Community Development groups in the Dublin Inner City Area 
in 2013.

Putting People First – Action Programme for Effective Local Government sets out a range 
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of reforms aimed at improving the delivery of services for the citizen, achieving greater effi-
ciency and effectiveness and enhancing the role of local government in local and community 
development.  The vision and focus underpinning the Government’s decision is to achieve a 
more joined-up approach to service delivery at local level, with responsibility for what is be-
ing done – and being spent – in the area of local and community development devolved to 
local level.  This will be underpinned by new local governance arrangements that will seek to 
enhance involvement by citizens and communities in the design, implementation and targeting 
of services.   

The delivery structure for the LCDP in the Dublin Inner City Area will fall to be considered 
in the context of the new arrangements to give effect to the Local Government reform agenda.   

08/10/2013WRU02550Local Government Reform

08/10/2013WRU02600418. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the policy regarding the treatment of funding that a town council may have 
at the time of abolition; if such funds may be redirected towards community and or sports proj-
ects by way of a vote or on advice from elected members; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42530/13]

08/10/2013WRU02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Action Programme for Effective Local Government - Putting People First sets out 
Government decisions for a range of local government reform measures, including the de-
cision to replace town councils with a new comprehensive model of municipal governance 
to strengthen local government within counties and address weaknesses and anomalies in the 
current system.  Definitive details, arrangements and procedures in relation to the financial 
relationships between district and county levels are being developed in the context of the new 
local government funding arrangements generally, the implementation of the new sub-county 
system and the preparation of the legislation in relation to the reform programme.   In February 
2009, my Department set out details of the financial requirements for local authorities relating 
to their overall management of capital and current accounts. These requirements flow directly 
from the requirement for Government finances as a whole to be managed in accordance with the 
Stability and Growth Pact, established under the Maastricht Treaty, and the associated limita-
tion on budget deficits.  The local government sector must not impact negatively on the General 
Government Balance (GGB) in any one year.  The downturn in the economy and substantial 
pressures on Government funding generally require a sharp focus in all sectors, including local 
government, to ensure effective control and management of public finances.  In order to stay 
within the overall GGB limit, it is necessary for local authorities to maintain both their current 
and capital accounts broadly in balance.  The only restriction on local authorities is that, in ag-
gregate, capital income equals capital expenditure in the year.  Balance is only required at an 
overall level and this allows considerable scope for authorities to draw on their existing capital 
reserves as an element of their overall investment programme.  The precise manner in which 
capital and current accounts are managed in order to achieve the overall balance necessary is a 
matter for individual local authorities.

It is a matter for every local authority, including town councils, to determine its own spend-
ing priorities in the context of the annual budgetary process, having regard to both locally iden-
tified needs and available resources within the GGB limits as set out.   

08/10/2013WRU02750Crime Investigation
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08/10/2013WRU02800419. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reward, if 
any, paid to the plumber who found a large sum of money in a property on Shrewsbury Road, 
formerly owned by the developer of Priory Hall; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41994/13]

08/10/2013WRU02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate 
the question relates to a matter which is the subject of ongoing investigation and in such cir-
cumstances it would not be appropriate for me to comment further. 

08/10/2013WRU02950Insolvency Service of Ireland Issues

08/10/2013WRU03000420. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sonal insolvency practitioners currently registered broken down by county; the number of ap-
plications to be registered as a PIP on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [41787/13]

08/10/2013WRU03100421. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ap-
plications to avail of the various debt relief options that have been received by the Insolvency 
Service of Ireland to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41788/13]

08/10/2013WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 420 and 421 together.

I can advise the Deputy that there are a total of 52 Personal Insolvency Practitioners (PIPs) 
currently authorised by the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI).  In addition, there are 38 indi-
viduals within 13 Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) companies authorised to act 
as Approved Intermediaries.  Details are set out in the Table.  The ISI is continuing to authorise 
Approved Intermediaries and Personal Insolvency Practitioners, therefore those numbers will 
increase in the coming months. 

The location and contact details of each practitioner are publicly available on the various 
Registers on the ISI’s website, www.isi.gov.ie.

In the interest of confidentiality, the ISI has stated that it will not be providing details or 
breakdowns of the numbers of applications for the various debt relief solutions received or be-
ing processed at this time.  The ISI fully intends to provide quarterly statistics once a statisti-
cally meaningful number of applications have been processed.

It might be noted that the ISI has added a Statistics page to its website (http://www.isi.gov.
ie/en/ISI/Pages/Statistics) which provides details of key information such as the number of 
approved practitioners, information requests to the ISI and associated pertinent information.  I 
am advised that the statistics page will be updated on a monthly basis and I would encourage 
Deputies to consult that page in order to get the latest information.

TABLE: Number of Personal Insolvency Practitioners and MABS Companies acting 
as Approved Intermediaries, by County

COUNTY Number of Personal Insolvency 
Practitioners

Number of MABS companies act-
ing as Approved Intermediaries

Cavan 1 1
Clare 2 -
Cork 5 2
Donegal 2 -
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COUNTY Number of Personal Insolvency 
Practitioners

Number of MABS companies act-
ing as Approved Intermediaries

Dublin 18 4
Galway 5 -
Kerry 2 -
Kildare 3 -
Kilkenny - 1
Limerick 2 -
Longford - 1
Louth 2 -
Mayo 1 -
Meath 2 1
Monaghan - 1
Offaly 1 -
Tipperary 3 -
Waterford 2 1
Wexford - 1
Wicklow 1 -
Total 52 13 (representing 38 individuals)

08/10/2013WRU03250Crime Data

08/10/2013WRU03300422. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in 
tabular form by district a breakdown of the latest crime statistics.  [41792/13]

08/10/2013WRU03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.   

08/10/2013WRU03450Garda Strength

08/10/2013WRU03500423. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in 
tabular form a breakdown of the number of gardaí working within the Garda fraud bureau in 
2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013.  [41794/13]

08/10/2013WRU03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

I have however, been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of 
the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigations on 31 December 2010 to 2012 and on 31 August 
2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as is set out in the table below.
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Year Chief Superin-
tendent

 Superinten-
dent

 Inspector Sergeant Garda

2010 1 2 5 14 40
2011 - 1 5 15 49
2012 1 1 4 15 50
2013 1 2 5 14 48

08/10/2013WRU03650Garda Station Issues

08/10/2013WRU03700424. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a Garda 
station (details supplied) in County Donegal is under review; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41851/13]

08/10/2013WRU03800425. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a Garda 
station (details supplied) in County Donegal will be downgraded from a 24 hour station; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41852/13]

08/10/2013WRU03900428. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a Garda station (details supplied) in County Donegal, including Garda numbers in 2011, 
2012 and 2013, together with the future plans for the station; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41891/13]

08/10/2013WRU04000440. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the downgrading of Donegal town Garda station; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41998/13]

08/10/2013WRU04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 424, 425, 428 and 440 together.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid be-
fore both Houses of the Oireachtas on 5 December 2012, sets out details of the closure of 100 
Garda stations throughout the country, the future opening hours of other stations in Cork and 
Dublin and a number of District amalgamations.  It is important to remember that while some 
Garda stations are listed for revised opening hours from 24 hour stations, they will remain as 
functioning Garda stations on a 24 hour basis.  The full list of these details is available in the 
Policing Plan which is available in the Oireachtas Library.

Donegal Garda station was not identified for closure in those plans and currently there are 
no proposals being prepared to close the station or to alter its opening hours.

As the Deputy is already aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed 
allocation of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct 
function in the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of de-
mographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, 
Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best 
possible Garda service is provided to the public.  

As of the 31 August 2013, Donegal Garda Station had a complement of 30 members.  At 
the end of 2012 and 2011, Donegal Garda station has a complement of 32 and 32 members 
respectively.

08/10/2013WRV00150Courts Service Issues
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08/10/2013WRV00200426. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 138 of 26 September 2012, if the report to which he made refer-
ence in his reply containing statistics from the Courts Service arising out of new arrangements 
in the courts in line with section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 is now available; and if he 
will provide a breakdown of the district courts in the State enforcing section 63 of the 2010 Act. 
[41879/13]

08/10/2013WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued since May 2012 
include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road Traffic Acts to bring 
their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they are attending court. 
The conduct of any case before a court is a matter for the presiding judge.  I am informed that 
the Courts Service has communicated with the judiciary to facilitate an arrangement that defen-
dants who appear before the court are requested in court to produce their driving licence and a 
copy thereof to the court registrar for the purpose of having the driving licence number record-
ed. In this regard, where in accordance with the directions of the judge, a licence is produced in 
any District Court throughout the country to the court registrar, the licence details are recorded.

The Courts Service has now provided the statistics sought by the Deputy in response to Par-
liamentary Question No. 503 of 1 October 2013.  The table below provides a breakdown of the 
number of defendants convicted of penalty point offences and the number of driving licences 
recorded in respect of those convictions for the period Mar 2012-August 2013.

Month No of defendants 
convicted

No of driving 
licence numbers 
recorded

% Licences

Mar-12 992 354 36%
Apr-12 818 260 32%
May-12 1,223 423 35%
Jun-12 1,030 393 38%
Jul-12 1,054 411 39%
Aug-12 1 0 0%
Sep-12 1,279 407 32%
Oct-12 1,182 507 43%
Nov-12 1,115 491 44%
Dec-12 791 328 41%
Jan-13 1,001 374 37%
Feb-13 1,026 439 43%
Mar-13 971 466 48%
Apr-13 1,032 443 43%
May-13 1,082 530 49%
Jun-13 987 409 41%
Jul-13 1,031 490 48%
TOTAL 16,615 6,725 40%
Note:  Report is based on Defendants, so if defendant appeared in court more than once they 

only appear once on the report.

Note: The report does not include defendants who were convicted of road traffic offences 
which were not the subject of a fixed penalty notice in the first instance.  
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In relation to the statistics provided in response to Parliamentary Question 1086 of 18 Sep-
tember 2013, the Courts Service has now clarified that the statistics provided for the period 
March-June 2013 reflected defendants who were convicted of road traffic offences which were 
the subject of a fixed penalty notice in the first instance whereas the statistics provided for the 
period May 2012-July 2012 referred to defendants who were convicted of road traffic offences 
whether or not such offences were the subject of a fixed penalty notice so the statistics were not 
directly comparable.  The Service has now confirmed that the above table is an accurate reflec-
tion of the position regarding the collection of driving licence numbers since the introduction 
of the initiatives that it put in place last year.

08/10/2013WRV00350Garda Vetting Applications

08/10/2013WRV00400427. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the efforts made 
to date to reduce waiting times for applications made to the Garda vetting unit; if improvements 
will be made as soon as possible to facilitate volunteers who wish to work with and for young 
persons and vulnerable adults here; if he will ensure that waiting times will no longer act as a 
barrier to volunteering; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41886/13]

08/10/2013WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): By way of background to the 
Deputy’s question, I wish to advise that the number of vetting applications received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 
2012 and it is expected that there will be upwards of 350,000 applications this year. 

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for ap-
plications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations 
and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this 
processing time being exceeded on occasion. Nevertheless this is a significant improvement on 
the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. In the interest of fairness and 
equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of 
receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the process-
ing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their 
recruitment and selection process.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is also underway. This will facilitate the processing 
of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manu-
ally managing all applications received.  The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will 
take place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the 
overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing 
times for all vetting applications.
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 Question No. 428 answered with Question No. 424.

08/10/2013WRV00650Criminal Prosecutions Issues

08/10/2013WRV00700429. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that in some criminal cases where a suspended sentence has been 
imposed the term of the sentence may expire due to lengthy judicial review appeal processes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41894/13]

08/10/2013WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the Courts Service Act 1998, the management and administration of the courts is a matter 
for the Courts Service while the allocation of the business of the courts, scheduling of cases and 
management of lists are matters for the judiciary and in particular the Presidents of the courts.  
The Deputy will also be aware that judges are, subject to the Constitution and the law, indepen-
dent in the exercise of their judicial functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy,  I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that judicial review applications that can be heard in less than 
one day are given a hearing date within 3 weeks of the parties informing the court that they are 
ready to proceed. Applications requiring longer than one day are given a hearing date within 
3 months of the parties notifying the court that they are ready to proceed. I am also informed 
that where it is brought to the attention of the High Court that an application for judicial review 
relates to a sentencing case the court expedites the hearing of the judicial review.

In addition, new court rules for judicial review proceedings were introduced by S.I.  691 of 
2011 which, inter alia, require an application for judicial review to be made within 3 months of 
the date of the decision that is to be reviewed.  This rule has enabled the High Court to reduce 
the time that elapses between the making of a decision, such as a decision to impose a sentence, 
and the completion of the judicial review process.

08/10/2013WRV00850Community Policing

08/10/2013WRV00900430. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
dedicated community Garda units in each of the Garda stations in the constituency of Dublin 
Bay South; the number of gardaí dedicated to community Garda policing alone in each of 
those stations; and the proposals to ensure that community policing continues within the area.  
[41906/13]

08/10/2013WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public. 

I have however been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda Stations at Pearse 
Street, Donnybrook, Irishtown, Terenure, Rathmines and Rathfarnham are all located in the 
new Dublin Bay South Constituency. 

The full strength of each of those stations on 31st August 2013, including Community 
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Gardaí, Gardaí, Reserve Gardaí and civilian staff is set out in the table hereunder. The Deputy 
will be aware that all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to deal with Community Policing 
issues as and when they arise. In line with this policy, Community Policing in Donnybrook and 
Irishtown areas is achieved through Gardaí attached to core units being assigned specific Com-
munity Policing responsibilities for identified areas, community initiatives, community groups, 
schools and hospitals in the area. Local Management are satisfied that the current policing lev-
els are sufficient to meet the needs of the areas. 

31 August 2013

District/Sub 
District

Dedicated 
Community 
Gardaí

Total Garda 
Strength

Reserves Civilians

Pearse Street 10 302 35 15
Terenure 6 96 9 4
Rathmines 3 60 7 1
Rathfarnham 9 80 5 1
Donnybrook 0 121 9 5
Irishtown 0 49 8 2

08/10/2013WRV01050Crime Prevention

08/10/2013WRV01100431. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will roll 
out a nationwide bicycle registration scheme through the Garda force working with all bicycle 
shops, in the interests of preventing or reducing bicycle theft, and of facilitating the prosecution 
of theft, through the easy identification of bicycle ownership. [41907/13]

08/10/2013WRV01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An Garda Síochána is proac-
tive in encouraging the public to protect their property, including bicycles, and a range of mea-
sures are in place to prevent and tackle the theft of bicycles.

The Garda initiatives in this area include a crime prevention information leaflet on bicycle 
security, which is available on the Garda website, www.garda.ie.  The leaflet emphasises the 
importance of bicycle owners keeping a record of the bicycle frame identification number, 
colour and any other unique features.  Furthermore, in July 2012, An Garda Síochána created 
a link from the Garda website to YouTube to promote a video on bicycle security which had 
been developed as a joint initiative by An Garda Síochána and Dublin City Council.  I am also 
informed that An Garda Síochána is currently rolling out a pilot scheme in a number of Garda 
locations which allows members of the public to view on-line photographs of recovered prop-
erty, including bicycles, on the Garda page of the social media site, Flickr. 

At the present time, I have no plans to introduce additional measures over and above the 
range of voluntary crime prevention measures which owners of any type of valuable property 
are encouraged to take, including those which I have already referred to, and which Gardaí 
continue to promote nationwide.  In the event that the Garda Commissioner feels that some 
additional measures are called for that would require regulatory of other action on my part, I 
would of course give such proposals the closest consideration.

08/10/2013WRV01250Garda Stations Closures
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08/10/2013WRV01300432. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current open-
ing hours of Cabinteely Garda station; and if it is intended to or if any consideration is being 
given to either limit those opening hours or close the station at any point in the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41915/13]

08/10/2013WRV01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I outlined in reply to the 
Deputy’s question on 24 September 2013, the Garda Commissioner informed me that the open-
ing hours of Cabinteely Garda Station are 07:00 to 21:00 Monday to Sunday.  It is important 
to remember that while Cabinteely Garda station is closed to the public outside these hours, it 
remains as a functioning Garda station on a 24 hour basis.

While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand that 
the current consolidation process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems 
unlikely at this point in time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.

08/10/2013WRV01450Garda Deployment

08/10/2013WRV01500433. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the exact number 
of gardaí assigned to District F, Dublin, as of the 1 June 2012 and the number currently sta-
tioned there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41916/13]

08/10/2013WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Depuy is already aware, 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including per-
sonnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This allocation 
of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.  I have however, been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel 
strength of Dun Laoghaire Garda District (District F) on 31 May 2012 and 31 August 2013 (the 
latest date for which figures are readily available) was as is set out in table below.

- 31/5/2012 31/8/2013
Garda 246 221
Reserve 9 10
Civilian 14 14

08/10/2013WRV01650Pilot Training Colleges

08/10/2013WRV01700434. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding a pilot training college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41939/13]

08/10/2013WRV01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that formal complaints have been made to An Garda Síochána in relation to circum-
stances surrounding the closure of the college referred to by the Deputy.  As an investigation is 
ongoing in this matter it would be inappropriate for me to comment further at this time.

08/10/2013WRV01850Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Awards

08/10/2013WRV01900435. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
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garding the Criminal Injuries Board; the number of board members and their qualifications; the 
number of cases the board deals with each year; and the number of cases pending. [41944/13]

08/10/2013WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted pro-
vides for the appointment of Tribunal members.  The term of office of the Tribunal has now 
expired and I am in the process of appointing a new Tribunal.  The number of Tribunal members 
and the length of their term of office is set out Paragraph 17 of the Scheme states as follows:

“The Scheme will be administered by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal, the 
members of which will be appointed by the Minister for Justice.   It will consist of a Chairman 
and six ordinary members.   The Chairman and each member will be either a practising barrister 
or a practising solicitor.   The members of the Tribunal will act on a part-time basis but they will 
be paid fees for work done on a basis to be determined by the Minister for the Public Service.”

As the Deputy will be aware, the Tribunal also administers the Scheme of Compensation for 
Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted on Prison Officers.

Details of the number of applications received under each Scheme during the period 2009 
to 2012 are set out in the following table:

Year General Scheme Prison Officers Scheme
2009 280 63
2010 322 68
2011 273 74
2012 291 53

I am informed that the Tribunal has 68 General Scheme applications and 28 Prison Officer 
applications pending submission to Tribunal members for determination.

I also understand that the Tribunal has 1,322 General Scheme applications and 250 Prison 
Officer applications awaiting documentation from applicants, i.e. medical reports, details of 
loss of earnings etc.

08/10/2013WRV02050Commissions of Investigation

08/10/2013WRV02100436. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have a 
commission of inquiry into a case (details supplied).  [41952/13]

08/10/2013WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have advised the Deputy on 
a number of previous occasions that I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the case 
in question which dates from 1989, was the subject of a thorough investigation. 

The Deputy will be well aware that complaints were also made to the Garda Síochána Com-
plaint Board, an independent statutory body, who further investigated the matter and found no 
evidence of an offence or breach of discipline on the part of the Garda members concerned.

There is no new or additional evidence available which would warrant the holding of any 
further inquiry and certainly not a Commission of Inquiry as suggested by the Deputy’s ques-
tion.
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08/10/2013WRV02250Garda Vetting Applications

08/10/2013WRV02300437. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will give 
consideration to the issuing of a Garda vetting clearance card to persons engaged in work or 
volunteer activity who by law require such clearance (details supplied).  [41962/13]

08/10/2013WRV02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A vetting disclosure is made in 
response to a written request and with the permission of the person who is the subject of that re-
quest. Garda vetting disclosures are issued to specified organisations registered with the Garda 
Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  
The Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisa-
tions in 2012 and expects to receive in the region of 350,000 applications by the end of 2013. 

Each time a new vetting application is received, a full vetting check is conducted to ensure 
that the most recent data available is taken into account. The non-transferability and contempo-
raneous nature of the certificate protects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee 
of the integrity of the vetting service. It also affords the registered organisation the facility to as-
sess suitability based on the most up to date information available on the applicant. The Deputy 
will appreciate that the safety of children and vulnerable adults is the primary consideration and 
this must remain the case.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for ap-
plications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations 
and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this 
processing time being exceeded on occasion. Nevertheless this is a significant improvement on 
the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. In the interest of fairness and 
equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of 
receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the process-
ing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their 
recruitment and selection process.  

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications.

08/10/2013WRV02450Naturalisation Applications
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08/10/2013WRV02500438. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41965/13]

08/10/2013WRV02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a valid application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy.

The application is currently at an advanced stage of processing and the person concerned 
will be informed of my decision in due course.  The Deputy will appreciate that the granting of 
Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is a major step for the State which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.   

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

08/10/2013WRV02650Crime Investigation

08/10/2013WRV02700439. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of con-
cerns surrounding the recent discovery of a body in the Dublin mountains, if he will reassure the 
public that in missing persons cases where the person concerned has suffered from depression 
or mental illness no less rigour or fewer resources are devoted to the search by the Garda and 
that this would include checks of online and telephone activity; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41997/13]

08/10/2013WRV02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am, of course, conscious of 
the distress and continuing impact on family and friends when a person goes missing but the 
Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment  on a case that is 
under active investigation by An Garda Síochána and that the operational management of any 
investigation is a matter for the Garda authorities.

I am, however, assured by the Garda authorities that all incidents where persons have been 
reported missing remain under investigation until such time as the person is located and that 
An Garda Síochána reviews missing persons cases on a regular basis.  The District Officer 
(Superintendent) in the area where a person has gone missing takes direct responsibility for all 
investigations and searches carried out.  Local investigation teams are appointed by the District 
Officer, and all means necessary, including the services of specialist units, are deployed to assist 
in these investigations, as considered appropriate.  

Furthermore, the Garda Missing Persons Bureau, which is responsible for all data relating 
to missing persons, provides expert assistance and advice to District Officers in all high risk 
missing person cases.  The Garda authorities are satisfied that adequate resources, including 
staff and technology, are in place to deal with this issue and investigations are carried out in line 
with international best practice.

There is certainly no question of less resources being applied to cases of the kind referred 
to by the Deputy and all lines of inquiry considered appropriate, including accessing records, 
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are pursued.

 Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 424.

08/10/2013WRV02950Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2013WRV03000441. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will meet 
the family of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan. [42002/13]

08/10/2013WRV03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that 
I am fully aware of the background to this tragic case and very conscious of the deep distress 
experienced by the relatives and friends of the deceased in such circumstances.  My Department 
has responded on a number of occasions to correspondence from the family and from persons 
writing on their behalf in relation to the complex issues raised by them. 

I myself wrote to the family last week to convey my sincere condolences on the continuing 
impact of their tragic loss and to respond to their request for a meeting with me.   In the circum-
stances, and having regard to the separate and distinct role of the Courts under our Constitution, 
I expressed my regret that it would not be possible for me to meet with the family to discuss the 
issues raised.

08/10/2013WRV03150Garda Equipment

08/10/2013WRV03200442. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to provide 
funding for the purchase of additional Garda mountain bikes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42003/13]

08/10/2013WRV03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the provision and allocation of Garda resources, including mountain bikes, is a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner in the context of his identified operational requirements. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the existing mountain bike stock is considered 
sufficient to meet policing requirements and that, based upon operational priorities, it is not 
envisaged that additional mountain bikes will be acquired in 2013.

08/10/2013WRV03350Child Protection Guidelines

08/10/2013WRV03400443. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality under the Child 
Care Act 1991 are guardian ad litem appointed for children who are not the subject of care pro-
ceedings or subject of a special care order; the mechanisms for such a process to be appointed 
where the children are within the care of their parents or legal guardian; the number of reports 
that have been requested in these situations; when a commencement order in respect of these 
matters was signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42022/13]

08/10/2013WRV03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The 1991 Act only provides 
for the appointment of a guardian ad litem in proceedings taken under the provisions of that 
Act. I understand that the Deputy’s question may refer to whether a guardian ad litem may be 
appointed to make a report when there is a dispute in proceedings under the Guardianship of 
Infants Act 1964 (as amended), concerning guardianship or custody of and access to the child.
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As I indicated in response to Parliamentary Question No. 114 of 20th June 2012, “Section 
28 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964, inserted by section 11 of the Children Act 1997, 
regarding appointment of a guardian ad litem for a child and provision for separate representa-
tion of the guardian ad litem, has not been commenced.  In the context of current budgetary 
constraints a matter of particular concern is the extensive costs which would fall on the Exche-
quer on the provision of a guardian ad litem service for children in family law proceedings. I do 
however acknowledge that circumstances arise where it may be in the best interests of a child 
that the assistance of a guardian ad litem  be available to a court to assist it in the determination 
of a dispute under the 1964 Act.

In the context of planning for the potential implications of the constitutional amendment re-
sulting from the Children referendum, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, together 
with other relevant departments and agencies including the Department of Justice and Equality, 
is currently considering how best to ensure that the voice of the child can be conveyed in rel-
evant proceedings, including proceedings under the 1964 Act. This is a matter I hope to address 
in the Children and Family Relationship Bill presently under preparation in my Department.

08/10/2013WRW00800Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

08/10/2013WRW00900444. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the information 
provided to the Garda upon conviction of a sexual offence; if sex offenders are supervised after 
release; the way sex offenders from other jurisdictions are monitored here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [42029/13]

08/10/2013WRW01000463. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons currently subject to the requirements of Part 2 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [42281/13]

08/10/2013WRW01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 444 and 463 together.

The Sex Offenders Act 2001 contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at pro-
tecting children and other persons.  Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of 
sexual offences subject to notification requirements.  These provisions extend to persons who 
enter the State having been convicted abroad of the same range of sexual offences.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, as of 3 October 2013, there were 1,303 persons 
subject to the requirements of Part 2 of the Act.

The Act makes relevant provisions in relation to the notification of An Garda Síochána 
about the conviction or release from custody of offenders. Under Section 14 of the Act, follow-
ing conviction for a relevant offence, the Courts Service issues a certificate of conviction to An 
Garda Síochána.  Section 9 provides that the Irish Prison Service will notify An Garda Síochána 
at least ten days prior to the release of a person who is subject to notification requirements under 
the Act.

A sex offender is required to notify his or her name and home address to the Garda Síochána 
within 7 days of becoming subject to the notification requirement. This notification period ap-
plies whether the person is resident in the State or was convicted of a relevant offence in another 
jurisdiction and subsequently enters the State.  Furthermore, a person who is subject to the 
notification requirements of the Act who intends to leave the State for a continuous period of 
7 days or more must notify the Gardaí of that intention and, if known, the address of the place 
outside the State where he or she intends to reside or stay. Return to the State must be notified 
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within the same time frame.

Offenders who are subject to the notification requirements are monitored by the Sex Of-
fender Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda National Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation.  The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated in each Garda Division 
throughout the State.  I am informed that the nominated Inspector in each Division has access 
to all necessary resources within his/her Division to assist him/her in carrying out his/her du-
ties.  Where An Garda Síochána becomes aware that an offender subject to the notification re-
quirements has breached those requirements, appropriate action is taken, including circulation 
through PULSE of their information, as well as inquiries to identify their current whereabouts.  
I am confident that the appropriate level of monitoring is carried out by An Garda Síochána and 
all breaches of the requirements which come to notice are pursued.

In addition, at time of sentencing the Court may order post release supervision of a person 
in accordance with Section 26 and such supervision is carried out by the Probation Service.  
Such persons are assessed while in custody by the Probation Service using a validated risk as-
sessment instrument. The risk and needs identified in the assessment inform the development 
of the case management plan, which is then monitored and supervised by the Probation Service 
in the community.

I am further advised that An Garda Síochána receives notifications regarding convicted sex 
offenders who travel to this country.  When SOMIU receives such a notification, it is recorded 
on the Garda PULSE system and the relevant nominated Divisional Inspector is notified as a 
priority.

I am also informed that when the Garda authorities become aware that a convicted sex of-
fender has left or is intending to leave the State, the Sex Offender Management and Intelligence 
Unit ensures that the relevant law enforcement agency in the country of destination is advised 
via Interpol.  In addition, a Memorandum of Understanding between the Irish and British Gov-
ernments on the sharing of information on sex offenders between An Garda Síochána and Brit-
ish police forces, including the PSNI, is in place since 2006 and an Agreement for Sharing of 
Personal Data in relation to the Investigation of Sexual Offences and the Monitoring of Sex Of-
fenders between the PSNI and An Garda Síochána was signed in 2008. I am advised that there 
are excellent working relationships surrounding the monitoring of the travel arrangements of 
the persons in question.

08/10/2013WRW01200Garda Vetting of Personnel

08/10/2013WRW01300445. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in the case of a 
person who is Garda vetted and moves to another employer requiring that person to go through 
the process all over again, if it is possible for one vetting process to cover a person for a speci-
fied period of time which would apply to all employers, voluntary groups and clubs. [42044/13]

08/10/2013WRW01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A vetting disclosure is made in 
response to a written request and with the permission of the person who is the subject of that re-
quest. Garda vetting disclosures are issued to specified organisations registered with the Garda 
Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  
The Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisa-
tions in 2012 and expects to receive in the region of 350,000 applications by the end of 2013.

Each time a new vetting application is received, a full vetting check is conducted to ensure 
that the most recent data available is taken into account. The non-transferability and contempo-
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raneous nature of the certificate protects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee 
of the integrity of the vetting service. It also affords the registered organisation the facility to as-
sess suitability based on the most up to date information available on the applicant. The Deputy 
will appreciate that the safety of children and vulnerable adults is the primary consideration and 
this must remain the case.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for ap-
plications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations 
and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this 
processing time being exceeded on occasion. Nevertheless this is a significant improvement on 
the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. In the interest of fairness and 
equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of 
receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the process-
ing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their 
recruitment and selection process.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications.

08/10/2013WRW01500Garda Vetting of Personnel

08/10/2013WRW01600446. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the proposal 
to establish a vetting passport in relation to Garda vetting is being considered by him; the prog-
ress that has been made in respect of same; the risks associated with moving to this system; if 
he has looked at international best practice in the area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42114/13]

08/10/2013WRW01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Vetting procedures in this 
country are in place to protect children and vulnerable adults.  As such they demand rigorous 
procedures to ensure their integrity and to maintain the highest level of confidence by organisa-
tions availing of them.

To achieve these aims, a vetting disclosure is made in response to a written request and with 
the permission of the person who is the subject of that request. Garda vetting disclosures are 
issued to specified organisations registered with the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for 
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that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  The Unit processed approximately 
328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012 and expects to receive in 
the region of 350,000 applications by the end of 2013.

The current system relating to Garda Vetting is delivered in a standardised format to each 
organisation seeking Garda Vetting. This methodology is in line with good practice internation-
ally.  Accordingly, the registered organisation is  responsible for validating the personal details 
of the individual and transmitting each application to the Garda Central Vetting Unit.  This 
helps reduce the risk of false personal details being provided by vetting subjects.

Furthermore, a full vetting check is conducted for each new application received to ensure 
that the most recent data available is taken into account. The non-transferability and contempo-
raneous nature of the certificate protects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee 
of the integrity of the vetting service. It also affords the registered organisation the facility to as-
sess suitability based on the most up to date information available on the applicant. The Deputy 
will appreciate that the safety of children and vulnerable adults is the primary consideration and 
this must remain the case.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for ap-
plications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations 
and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this 
processing time being exceeded on occasion. Nevertheless this is a significant improvement on 
the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. In the interest of fairness and 
equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of 
receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the process-
ing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their 
recruitment and selection process.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications.

08/10/2013WRW01800Garda Strength

08/10/2013WRW01900447. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine 
the need for a Garda station to be provided in a growing town in County Dublin; if this is not 
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possible in the immediate short term, if he will ensure that there is a greater Garda presence on 
the beat in the town to deter petty crime and drug dealing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42127/13]

08/10/2013WRW02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that Donabate forms part of the Swords Sub-
District and that personnel attached to Swords Garda Station are charged with the responsibility 
for the provision of a full policing service in the neighbourhood.

The personnel strength of Swords Garda Station on 31 August 2013, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, was 75. There are also 9 Garda Reservists and 2 Civilians 
attached to Swords Garda Station.

There are currently no plans to establish a Garda Station in the Donabate area as this would 
be incompatible with current policing policy and such a move would result in valuable resourc-
es being diverted from frontline policing to administrative duties.

A structured and effective policing programme is in force in the Sub-District supported by 
several specialist units including the Divisional Task Force, Divisional Traffic Unit, District 
Detective Unit, District Drugs Unit and the Special Detective Unit.

08/10/2013WRW02100Charitable Donations Administration

08/10/2013WRW02200448. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
mits that are currently in effect that sanction national, charitable, as distinct from local organisa-
tions to do street collections; the standard conditions of these permits; if they are reviewed by 
An Garda Síochána on a regular basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42129/13]

08/10/2013WRW02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 5 of the Street and 
House to House Collections Act, 1962 provides that the Chief Superintendent for each Division 
may, on the application of any person who proposes to hold a collection in that locality, grant a 
collection permit to that person authorising him to hold a collection in that locality.

There is no facility for a single national permit to conduct street collections to be issued.

08/10/2013WRW02400Garda Strength

08/10/2013WRW02500449. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form the Garda numbers in the following stations at 30 September 2013: Ballina, 
County Mayo, Westport, County Mayo, Castlebar, County Mayo, Longford town, Mullingar 
town, Drogheda town, Wexford town, Ennis, County Clare, Navan, County Meath, Roscom-
mon town and Carrick-on-Shannon.  [42130/13]

08/10/2013WRW02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
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ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

I have been informed by the Commissioner that as of 31 August 2013, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of each Garda Station referred to by 
the Deputy was as is set out in a table.

Garda Stations Strengths  Garda Reserves Civilians
Ballina       44 5 6
Westport   29 8 3
Castlebar  77 12 10
Longford   64 3 5
Mullingar   128 15 14
Drogheda 91 22 12
Wexford    85 9 10
Ennis         110 11 17
Navan        78 15 6
Roscommon 78 12 8
Carrick-on-Shannon 48 4 5

08/10/2013WRW02700Firearms Seizures

08/10/2013WRW02800450. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the spe-
cific date in July 2000 on which the company which specialised in the field of destruction 
started destroying firearms and ammunition which was stored at Clancy Barracks. [42132/13]

08/10/2013WRW02900451. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question of 4 July 2013, if the serial number of the gun confirmed as destroyed 
by the Minister had appeared in Garda records before 17 August 1989.  [42133/13]

08/10/2013WRW03000453. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way 
it is possible that a company could destroy a gun and ammunition on 19 July 2000 in spite of 
the fact that it only won the tender to destroy firearms and ammunition in Clancy Barracks after 
the 29 January 2002.  [42137/13]

08/10/2013WRW03100454. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
suggested sale date of Clancy Barracks of July 2000 that was given in response to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 623 and 624 of 28 June 2005, provided as an explanation for the date of the 
destruction of the gun, 19 July 2000, confirmed by the Minister in response to a Parliamentary 
Question of 4 July, 2013; if he will confirm that the actual date of the completion of the sale of 
Clancy Barracks was 26 March 2004.  [42139/13]

08/10/2013WRW03200455. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on whether the investigation by the Garda Complaints Board in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry in 1992 could be considered to have comprehensively investigated 
issues regarding the sale date of Clancy Barracks which were raised more than eight years later; 
the way the investigation completed by the Garda Complaints Board could be considered to 
have comprehensively investigated issues regarding the tender company concerned which was 
raised more than eight years later. [42140/13]
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08/10/2013WRW03300456. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on the progress of an investigation by the Garda Complaints Board in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied). [42141/13]

08/10/2013WRW03400457. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
familiarised himself with all the facts in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry, 
up to the present date; including after 1992 when the Garda Complaints Board completed its 
investigation. [42142/13]

08/10/2013WRW03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 450, 451 and 453 to 457, inclusive, together.

I have advised the House on a number of previous occasions that I have been informed 
by the Garda authorities that the case in question which dates from 1989, was the subject of a 
thorough investigation.

The Deputy is aware that complaints were also made to the Garda Síochána Complaint 
Board, an independent statutory body, which further investigated the matter. It found no evi-
dence of an offence or breach of discipline on the part of any Garda member concerned.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that the particular firearm and ammunition 
seized from the person in question was destroyed on 19 July 2000. This was as part of an ar-
rangement to destroy a large number of firearms stored at Clancy Barracks, including those 
which came into the possession of the Gardaí as a result of operations against subversives 
groups.

With regard to information as to the sale of the former Clancy Barracks, in June, 2002 the 
Department of Defence accepted an offer for the purchase of Clancy Barracks in the sum of 
€25.4 million.  Following detailed consideration of the matter the sale of the barracks was com-
pleted on 26 March 2004.

In circumstances where this case has already been subject to an investigation by the Garda 
Síochána Complaints Board (an independent body whose conclusions it is not my role to sec-
ond guess) I do not consider that the expenditure of further Departmental or Garda resources, in 
compiling further information of the kind sought by the Deputy could be justified.

08/10/2013WRW03600Garda Deployment

08/10/2013WRW03700452. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the per-
son who was chief superintendent in charge of the Garda technical bureau in Dublin in the year 
2000.  [42136/13]

08/10/2013WRW03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that it is the policy of An Garda Síochána not to provide such information 
in respect of a specified person.

  Questions Nos. 453 to 457, inclusive, answered with Question No. 450.

08/10/2013WRW04400Garda Deployment

08/10/2013WRW04500458. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
redistribution of Garda personnel so that areas with a disproportionately low number of gardaí 
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relative to their populations will have an increase in Garda personnel has not been among his 
policing priorities; if he intends to make this one of his policing priorities for 2014; his reasons 
for that decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42158/13]

08/10/2013WRW04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The policing priorities for 
2014 have not yet been finalised and are still under consideration. The Deputy will be aware 
that, as provided for in Section 33 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner 
shall determine the manner in which the Garda Síochána are to be distributed and stationed 
throughout the State.

08/10/2013WRW04700Garda Deployment

08/10/2013WRW04800459. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the minimum 
establishment required for each district and the policing requirements of each division and the 
way they affect how Garda resources are distributed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42159/13]

08/10/2013WRW04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
there is no minimum establishment required for each District. The Garda Commissioner is re-
sponsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisa-
tion and that I have no direct function in the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly 
monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made 
of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. Such monitor-
ing ensures that optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the general public.

08/10/2013WRW05000Garda Operations

08/10/2013WRW05100460. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
Garda time of response to emergency calls in each district and division; the way this affects 
how Garda resources are distributed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42160/13]

08/10/2013WRW05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that statistics relating to Garda response times for emergency call-outs  throughout 
the country are not readily available.  In addition I understand that to compile the relevant 
figures would require a significant amount of resources which are required for other Garda 
purposes.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of Garda resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have been advised 
that the highest importance is given to emergency calls, to ensure that they are responded to on 
a priority basis.  Furthermore, this is an area that is kept under on-going review and the Garda 
authorities are satisfied that the current service is effective in delivering efficient arrangements 
to communities.

08/10/2013WRW05300Garda Stations Closures

08/10/2013WRW05400461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the factors that 
were taken into account when deciding which Garda stations to close; the way those decisions 
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were made; the way other Garda stations in the area will adjust to meet the needs of the com-
munities once stations have closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42161/13]

08/10/2013WRW05500466. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps being 
taken to address the shortage of An Garda Síochána in rural areas, particularly in the context 
where closures have been effected of Garda stations in rural areas; if it is proposed to put in 
place appropriate mobile patrols and other such measures; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42344/13]

08/10/2013WRW05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 461 and 466 together.

The Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the Oireachtas on 5 December 2012,  out-
lined the Garda Commissioner’s proposals for the continued reorganisation and consolidation 
of the Garda Station and District network.  In preparing that plan, the Commissioner reviewed 
all aspects of the Garda Síochána’s policing model, including the deployment of personnel, the 
utilisation of modern technologies and the operation of Garda stations, both in terms of opening 
hours and possible closures. In addition, all Divisional Officers were asked to assess the level 
of activity in each Garda Station in their area.

The Commissioner determined as a result of that review that a number of Garda stations 
should be closed and concluded that the communities covered by the areas in question could 
be better served by having Gardaí patrolling the areas rather than being confined to a specific 
premises. I fully agree with the Commissioner’s determination in that regard.

The revised structures will continue to support An Garda Síochána community policing 
philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs. The centralisation of services 
will facilitate the introduction of an enhanced grid patrolling system that will be operational and 
intelligence led.  This patrol system will ensure that a high visibility and community oriented 
policing service continues to be delivered throughout the country.

08/10/2013WRW05700Proposed Legislation

08/10/2013WRW05800462. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
undertake a cost-benefit analysis of the Mortgage Restructuring Arrangement Bill 2013. 
[42167/13]

08/10/2013WRW05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Bill the Deputy refers to 
was discussed during Private Members time on 1 and 2 October, 2013.

The position of the Government in regard to the Bill was clearly outlined during the debate. 
I have no plans to carry out the analysis suggested by the Deputy.

  Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 444.

08/10/2013WRX00300Legislative Programme

08/10/2013WRX00400464. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on the progress of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Amendment Bill 2013. 
[42317/13]

08/10/2013WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department has been con-
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ducting an examination of the law on sexual offences generally. Arising from this review, I 
expect to bring legislative proposals to Government for approval in a matter of weeks.  It is my 
intention to publish the General Scheme of the Sexual Offences Bill once my proposals have 
been considered by the Cabinet.

This will be wide-ranging legislation. Among other measures, it will implement the recom-
mendations of two Oireachtas committees, facilitate full compliance with the criminal law pro-
visions of relevant EU, UN and Council of Europe legal instruments, update the Sex Offenders 
Act 2001 and reform the law on incest.

08/10/2013WRX00600Garda Deployment

08/10/2013WRX00700465. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will allocate ad-
ditional resources to the gardaí to allow them to deal effectively with serious incidents of crimi-
nality and anti-social behaviour on the LUAS red line which runs from Dublin city centre to 
Tallaght and Saggart; if he appreciates the upset and concern of the communities along the line 
at the negative image being created; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42340/13]

08/10/2013WRX00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the deployment of Garda resources is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.  I am, however, 
informed that the Gardaí take a proactive approach in tackling anti-social behaviour and crimi-
nality on public transport including the Luas Red Line. This strategy includes a high visibility 
priority policing presence at key locations and pertinent times. 

I am further informed that Operation Clean Tram is a specific operation involving liaison 
between Veolia Transport Security and An Garda Síochána. A bimonthly meeting, at which all 
Garda Districts along the Luas Red Line are represented, takes place with Veolia and there is 
ongoing liaison between local Garda Management and Veolia concerning relevant policing is-
sues relating to the Luas. I am advised that there is excellent cooperation between Gardaí and 
Veolia and this will continue to underpin efforts to address any issues of concern.

I am advised that local Garda Management closely monitors patrols, and other operational 
strategies in place, in conjunction with crime trends and the policing needs in the areas along 
the Red Line to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda 
service is provided to the public. I am also assured that the situation is being kept under review.

Question No. 466 answered with Question No. 461.

08/10/2013WRX01000Legislative Programme

08/10/2013WRX01100467. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for 
the legislation on prostitution here after the publishing of the Oireachtas justice committee re-
port on prostitution in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42371/13]

08/10/2013WRX01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that I have 
written to the Chairman seeking clarification of recommendations made by the Joint Committee 
on Justice, Defence and Equality. I have also requested legal advices from the Attorney Gen-
eral, and the views of the Minister for Health, on the report. 

08/10/2013WRX01250Defence Forces Personnel
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08/10/2013WRX01400468. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Defence the reason post-1994 members 
of the Defence Forces who have not reached the rank of sergeant cannot serve until they reach 
a set age limit like all other public sector jobs provided they meet all the extra requirements 
imposed by his Department such as passing medical examinations, fitness tests and serving 
overseas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41958/13]

08/10/2013WRX01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In 1997, agreement was reached with the 
Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks Representative Association (PDFORRA) on a new 
manpower policy for the Defence Forces. This policy, applying to personnel enlisted after 1 
January 1994, provided that service for Private Soldiers would initially be for five years with 
the option to be extended to a maximum of twelve years, subject to meeting standards of medi-
cal and physical fitness and conduct. Longer periods of service were envisaged for Non Com-
missioned Officers. 

In 2004 PDFORRA submitted a claim under the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for a 
further review of the terms of service applying to personnel enlisting in the Permanent Defence 
Force (PDF) after 1 January, 1994.  A set of criteria was agreed with PDFORRA to provide 
longer careers for those who enlisted post 1 January 1994 while continuing to address the Gov-
ernment’s objective of having an appropriate age profile to meet the challenges of a modern 
defence forces.

The criteria require that any person re-engaging after 12 years service must be able to con-
tinue to operate at their current level both at home and overseas on an ongoing basis. Re-
engagement is subject to the individual soldier meeting specified criteria in regard to physical 
fitness, medical category, successful completion of military courses of instruction, service over-
seas and conduct ratings.

The maximum service period for these personnel is as follows:

- Enlisted Personnel, up to and including the rank of Corporal (and equivalent Naval Service 
rank), may not serve beyond 21 years service. 

- Enlisted Personnel, in the rank of Sergeant (and equivalent Naval Service rank), may be 
permitted to continue in service up to the age of fifty years.

- Enlisted Personnel in all higher ranks may serve to the age of fifty-six.

Due to the robust nature of many military operations and their attendant physical train-
ing regimes, personnel are exposed to a unique range of challenging environments. In these 
circumstances it is vital that the age and health profile of personnel be such as to ensure that 
operational capability and effectiveness are not compromised. 

In 1990 the Gleeson Commission commented on the unsatisfactory age and fitness profile of 
the PDF.  Thereafter an in depth study of the Defence Forces by Price Waterhouse Consultants 
in 1994, who had been engaged by the Efficiency Audit Group (EAG), expressed severe criti-
cism of the age profile of the Defence Forces.  The present terms of enlistment arose from such 
criticism.  One of the key areas identified for urgent action by the EAG was the development of 
a manpower policy with an emphasis on lowering the age profile of PDF personnel.  

With the approach of 2015 the first effects of the agreement, whereby Privates and Corpo-
rals may not serve beyond 21 years, will be felt by PDF members in those ranks.

A claim has been received from PDFORRA for a further review in relation to this matter.  
In accordance with normal procedures the Association’s claim is being dealt with under the 
Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for members of the PDF. The Deputy will appreciate that 
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as deliberations under the Scheme are confidential to the parties involved it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment further on the matter at this time.   

08/10/2013WRX01600Defence Forces Family Clinics

08/10/2013WRX01700469. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will change his deci-
sion to close the Curragh families unit conscious of the vital service that it supplies to many 
army households in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41790/13]

08/10/2013WRX01800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have no plans to change the decision to 
discontinue the services provided at the Curragh Families Clinic.

The Families Clinic currently provides free GP and pharmacy services to the families of 
enlisted military personnel who are resident within the Curragh camp and surrounding areas.  
The service dates back to a time where the provision of medical services for the families of 
enlisted personnel was included in Defence Forces Regulations.  Following the introduction of 
free public hospital care for all citizens in the 1970’s, the entitlement to medical services for 
military families was formally removed from Regulations in 1987 and the family section of 
the Curragh Military Hospital closed at this time. However, the Curragh Families Clinic was 
retained because of the difficulty in obtaining doctor and pharmacy services in the Curragh area 
at the time.  This is no longer the case.  

The service is an anomaly in that it is a benefit which is only available to a relatively small 
number of families resident within the Curragh Camp and surrounding areas.  Similar services 
are not provided to families of enlisted military personnel at any other location in the State.  A 
further anomaly arises in that new personnel deployed to the Curragh in recent times do not 
receive the benefit of free family care.  

A number of reviews, undertaken in the period since 1990, have recommended that the 
Clinic be closed.  The decision to discontinue the operation of the clinic has been made having 
regard to those reviews, equity considerations and the cost of the service. 

I would like to emphasise that the families affected will have the same rights of access to 
public health services as other families of enlisted personnel.  Also, existing services are being 
maintained for a period of three months to allow families make arrangements to transfer to local 
GP’s and apply for medical cards or GP visit cards if required.  If any patient requires assistance 
in finding a new GP or applying for a medical or GP visit card this can be provided by staff in 
the clinic during the transition period.

08/10/2013WRX01900Farm Waste Management

08/10/2013WRX02000470. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
official from his Department will make personal contact with a person (details supplied) regard-
ing overpayment of a farm waste management grant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41803/13]

08/10/2013WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have made 
arrangements for the relevant official from my Department to contact the person concerned in 
relation to this matter.
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08/10/2013WRX02200Single Payment Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRX02300471. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the options open to farmers who failed to tick the box on their single farm payment to con-
firm that they were seeking suckler welfare scheme payments in terms of appealing or seeking 
to receive the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41817/13]

08/10/2013WRX02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Beef 
Data Programme was introduced in 2013 and is funded using the unused funds of the Single 
Payment Scheme. The EU Regulations governing the Programme provided for a closing date 
of 15th May 2013, with a 1% reduction in payment applied to the application for each working 
day that the application is late up to 8 June 2013. Applications received on/after 9 June were 
deemed inadmissible in accordance with the provisions of the EU Regulations.

Farmers, whose applications were not submitted by the deadline, can appeal the decision, on 
the grounds of force majeure/exceptional circumstances. They can submit their appeal outlining 
the reasons as to why the application was not submitted within the required timeframe, to Beef 
Data Programme Section, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Government Of-
fices, Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois where their appeal will be considered.

08/10/2013WRX02500Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

08/10/2013WRX02600472. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if it is possible under the agri-environment options scheme 1 to replace a parcel which has 
been taken over by a bank recovering a debt; if in such exceptional circumstances a clawback 
would apply in relation to funds paid on those lands to date and if such circumstances would 
be considered exceptional circumstances or force majeure circumstances for the purpose of an 
agricultural appeal in a case where the debt being recovered was not in the name of the AEOS 
entrant; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41818/13]

08/10/2013WRX02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The AEOS 
scheme is an approved measure in Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2007-2013.  Under 
the terms of the existing EU approval it is not possible to transfer a commitment to a new parcel 
and commitments must be delivered on the same parcel for the full duration of the contract. As 
regards the application of force majeure each appeal is considered on a case by case basis.

08/10/2013WRX02800Single Payment Scheme Administration

08/10/2013WRX02900473. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if all matters relating to the 2013 single farm payment of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway are in order; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41819/13]

08/10/2013WRX03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion was received on 15 April 2013 requesting the transfer of 22.55 Single Payment entitle-
ments from a deceased person to the person named under the 2013 scheme year.  

Under the Will of the deceased, other persons are the rightful beneficiaries of the Single 
Payment entitlements.  Before the requested transfer can be completed, these persons must 
indicate their intention, if they so wish, to waive their rights in favour of the person named.  
To date we have received seven such waivers however, the forms submitted were incorrectly 
completed and therefore had to be returned.  Upon receipt of the correctly completed waivers, 
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the application will be processed.  An official from my Department is in contact with the person 
named regarding this matter.

08/10/2013WRX03100Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX03200474. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will investigate and expedite a disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41898/13]

08/10/2013WRX03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2013WRX03400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX03500475. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41933/13]

08/10/2013WRX03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2013WRX03700Single Payment Scheme Appeals

08/10/2013WRX03800476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41949/13]

08/10/2013WRX03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment application on 11 April 2013. EU Regulations govern-
ing the administration of the scheme require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, 
including in some cases on farm inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection identified discrepancies between the area declared and found, resulting in an over-
declaration in area of greater than 20%. Based on the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme this 
results in no payment in respect of 2013. The person named was notified of this decision on the 
13th September 2013. 

The person named appealed this decision and this request for a review is currently being 
examined. The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as possible. 
In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision 
can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

08/10/2013WRX04000Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

08/10/2013WRX04100477. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will clarify an issue (details supplied) in relation to an agri-environment options scheme 
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and Natura 2000 scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41955/13]

08/10/2013WRX04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
AEOS and Natura Schemes, undertakings shall be for a minimum of five years, otherwise all or 
part of the aid paid shall be repaid. Where the participant has ceased farming and has completed 
three years of the undertaking reimbursement of aid will not be required.  In  cases where all of 
the holding is transferred to a family member the AEOS contract transfers to that family mem-
ber, provided that person is not already receiving aid under AEOS or REPS.

08/10/2013WRX04300Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX04400478. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41974/13]

08/10/2013WRX04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2013WRX04600Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX04700479. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2013 disadvantaged areas based 
payment; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42013/13]

08/10/2013WRX04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme have commenced and while an application under 
the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 2013, 
payment will not be issuing in the initial payment runs as, at this stage, the holding of the person 
named has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.

Immediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case 
will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

08/10/2013WRX04900Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX05000480. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for a REP scheme payment will be approved in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42016/13]

08/10/2013WRX05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): REPS4 is a 
measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to EU Regu-
lations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be completed before 
any payments can issue.  

The person named has made an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office in relation to his 
Single Farm Payment and Department officials are currently awaiting the outcome of that ap-
peal before proceeding further with his REPS application. 
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08/10/2013WRX05200Single Payment Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRX05300481. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide in tabular form on a county basis the number of persons who are in receipt 
of a single farm payment in the following ranges: less than €10,000, between €10,000 and 
€20,000, between €20,000 and €30,000, between €30,000 and €40,000, between €40,000 and 
€50,000, between €50,000 and €60,000, between €60,000 and €70,000, between €70,000 and 
€80,000, between €80,000 and €90,000, between €90,000 and €100,000, between €100,000 
and €125,000, between €125,000 and €150,000, between €150,000 and €175,000, between 
€175,000 and €200,000, and more than €200,000; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [42020/13]

08/10/2013WRX05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based on 
2012 payments made to date the data requested by the Deputy is provided in tabular form below.

Range Carlow Cavan Clare Cork Donegal Dublin Galway Kerry Kildare Kilken-
ny

0-10000 809 3,542 4,449 6,833 6,788 366 9,364 5,647 1,040 1,456
10000-
20000

414 903 1,212 3,453 818 138 1,897 1,446 476 986

20000-
30000

212 186 252 1,442 223 48 374 306 227 495

30000-
40000

85 48 53 573 86 26 92 101 105 258

40000-
50000

43 16 22 230 39 11 31 38 70 104

50000-
60000

22 13 15 129 21 6 17 20 38 57

60000-
70000

17 3 3 68 16 9 8 8 19 29

70000-
80000

6 3 6 34 4 8 5 6 12 7

80000-
90000

8 1 4 25 7 3 7 1 10 13

90000-
100000

3 2 2 14 3 3 1 0 8 3

100000-
125000

7 2 1 15 8 2 1 0 10 7

125000-
150000

1 0 0 8 2 3 0 0 4 1

150000-
175000

0 0 0 4 0 2 1 1 2 1

175000-
200000

1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0

> 200000 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1

Range Laois Leitrim Limerick Longford Louth Mayo Meath Monaghan Offaly
0-10000 1,486 2,972 3,176 1,695 901 9,902 2,070 2,949 1,753
10000-
20000

779 308 1,240 444 290 1,154 795 744 734

20000-
30000

342 50 399 119 145 165 381 171 272

30000-
40000

151 11 115 42 52 37 184 50 110
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Range Laois Leitrim Limerick Longford Louth Mayo Meath Monaghan Offaly
40000-
50000

76 6 64 16 30 11 95 23 55

50000-
60000

34 3 27 6 24 6 55 11 27

60000-
70000

18 1 19 5 12 1 33 5 20

70000-
80000

10 0 6 5 9 1 29 0 9

80000-
90000

8 0 5 2 5 1 16 1 9

90000-
100000

5 1 2 2 5 0 14 0 3

100000-
125000

3 2 2 0 7 3 18 0 6

125000-
150000

2 0 3 0 1 0 8 0 1

150000-
175000

0 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 1

175000-
200000

0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0

> 200000 1 0 0 0 2 0 5 0 0

Range Roscommon Sligo Tipperary Waterford Westmeath Wexford Wicklow
0-10000 4,378 3,293 3,392 1,084 1,779 1,850 1,139
10000-
20000

945 476 1,888 633 675 1,128 496

20000-
30000

193 81 847 342 243 534 208

30000-
40000

65 25 368 144 107 231 101

40000-
50000

21 3 169 78 38 120 59

50000-
60000

3 5 84 52 22 42 26

60000-
70000

7 3 42 22 18 30 11

70000-
80000

4 2 37 9 12 20 9

80000-
90000

1 0 15 8 6 12 4

90000-
100000

3 0 17 7 0 7 2

100000-
125000

0 0 17 8 5 7 5

125000-
150000

0 0 4 2 2 5 2

150000-
175000

0 0 0 0 3 0 0

175000-
200000

0 0 1 1 0 0 0

> 200000 0 0 1 1 0 2 1

08/10/2013WRY00150Single Payment Scheme Applications
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08/10/2013WRY00200482. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an application for single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42036/13]

08/10/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): 50% advance 
payments under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 16 October. EU Regula-
tions governing the administration of the scheme require that full and comprehensive adminis-
trative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed before any payments 
issue. Processing of the 2013 application of the person named has recently been finalised and I 
expect that payment will on that date issue to the person named.

08/10/2013WRY00350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRY00400483. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of area based payments will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42039/13]

08/10/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under both the Single Payment Scheme and the Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme. In order to meet EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number 
which was selected for an eligibility inspection.  As soon as the inspection and related processes 
are completed, the application concerned will be further processed.           

08/10/2013WRY00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

08/10/2013WRY00600484. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged areas aid application will be cleared for payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42072/13]

08/10/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2013WRY00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY00800485. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their area based farm payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42094/13]

08/10/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 22 
April 2013, processing of which has recently been completed.  Payment issued directly to the 
nominated bank account of the person named on 2 October 2013.

08/10/2013WRY00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY01000486. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their area based farm payment; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42095/13]

08/10/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under both the Single Payment Scheme and the Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme. In order to meet EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number 
which was selected for an eligibility inspection.  As soon as the inspection and related processes 
are completed, the application concerned will be further processed.           

08/10/2013WRY01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

08/10/2013WRY01200487. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers accepted into the new agri-environment option 3 scheme who were 
over the number of hectares allowed for qualification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [42097/13]

08/10/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): 6,000 appli-
cants were admitted to the AEOS 3 Scheme having been selected using pre determined criteria. 
Of these 4,483 applicants selecting Grey Partridge, Natura and Commonage actions were ap-
proved into the scheme.  Farm size was not a qualifying criteria for applicants in this category.  
The remaining 1,517 applicants selected had all previously participated in REPS and had a 
reference area of 22.06 ha or less on their 2012 Single Payment Scheme application.

08/10/2013WRY01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY01400488. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged area scheme payment and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42100/13]

08/10/2013WRY01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application online on 
28 February 2013. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be 
completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being finalised. In the event that any 
queries arise officials in my Department will shortly be in contact with the person named. 

08/10/2013WRY01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY01600489. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their disadvantaged area 
scheme payment and single farm payment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42101/13]

08/10/2013WRY01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named. 
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50% advance payments under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 16 
October. EU Regulations governing the administration of the scheme require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue. Processing of the 2013 application of the person named has recently 
been finalised and I expect that payment will issue to the person named on that date.

08/10/2013WRY01750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY01800490. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged areas payment and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42102/13]

08/10/2013WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Farm and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the per-
son named on 19 April 2013, processing of which has recently been completed. 

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme payment issued on 26 September 2013, directly to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named. 

50% advance payments under the Single Farm Payment Scheme will commence on 16 
October. EU Regulations governing the administration of the scheme require that full and com-
prehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be completed 
before any payments issue. Processing of the 2013 application of the person named has recently 
been finalised and I expect that payment will on that date issue to the person named.

08/10/2013WRY01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

08/10/2013WRY02000491. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers in County Galway who have not received their disadvantaged areas 
payment or single farm payment; the way this compares to the past two years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42108/13]

08/10/2013WRY02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments un-
der the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 25 September and, to 
date, payments worth €141,325,332 million have issued nationally, to some 66,668 applicants. 
The details in respect of payments to farmers in County Galway are as set out in the table below, 
which shows the numbers paid to date and the value of those payments, together with details of 
the position at the corresponding stage in 2011 and 2012. 

County Galway

Year Numbers paid Value of payments
2013 7,927 €16,397,005
2012 8,476 €18,305,177
2011 9,351 €19,978,541

Payments continue to issue, on a twice-weekly basis, as individual cases are confirmed 
eligible.

In the case of the Single Farm Payment, the earliest payment date under the governing EU 



Questions - Written Answers

342

rules is 1 December. However, earlier this year, in recognition of the difficult financial situa-
tion faced by many farmers, I successfully sought the approval of the Commissioner to have 
advance payments made as and from 16 October. My approach to the Commissioner had been 
prompted by the protracted unseasonable weather which prevailed throughout the country. This 
culminated in a serious national fodder shortage and led to severe financial and animal welfare 
difficulties for farmers. 

The benefit in making these payments six weeks earlier than otherwise provided for under 
the existing rules of the scheme will be particularly beneficial at this time and I expect that these 
advance payments, including to farmers from County Galway, will result in some €600 million 
issuing in the initial period from 16 October.

08/10/2013WRY02150Single Payment Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY02200492. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reduction in payment due to a person (details supplied) in County Galway as a result of an al-
leged over-claim of commonage; the basis of the calculation of this reduction in payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42165/13]

08/10/2013WRY02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area Scheme was received from the person 
named in my Department on 10 May 2013.  Following processing, an over-claim was identi-
fied in respect of a commonage parcel declared on the application. The person named has been 
informed in writing about the over-claim and of his right to have the matter reviewed. His ap-
plication has been processed for payment based on the current eligible area determined.

  Question No. 493 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRY02450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY02500494. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding a disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork who has not received their full payment to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42216/13]

08/10/2013WRY02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 13 
May 2013, processing of which has recently been completed.  Full payment issued directly to 
the nominated bank account of the person named on 24 September 2013.

08/10/2013WRY02650Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRY02700495. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide a county breakdown on the land eligibility penalties imposed as a result of inspec-
tions under the single farm payment scheme for 2012; if he will provide figures on the percent-
age of farms where a penalty was imposed; the rate of the penalty imposed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [42263/13]

08/10/2013WRY02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Officials in 
my Department are collating the data requested by the Deputy and will forward it directly to the 
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Deputy as soon as it is available.

08/10/2013WRY02850Grant Payments

08/10/2013WRY02900496. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding the status of the application for the Irish Shows Association regarding grant aid for 
this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42272/13]

08/10/2013WRY03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that I approved the payment of a grant of €75,000 to the Irish Shows Association in June of this 
year. 

08/10/2013WRY03050Single Payment Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY03100497. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will expedite a single farm payment application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42303/13]

08/10/2013WRY03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Single Farm 
Payment Scheme 50% advance payments will commence on 16 October. Processing of the 
2013 application of the person named has recently been finalised and I expect that payment will 
issue to the person named as soon as possible after that date.

08/10/2013WRY03250Sea Lice Controls

08/10/2013WRY03300498. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the recent publication (details supplied) regarding salmonis infesta-
tions on migrating Atlantic salmon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42326/13]

08/10/2013WRY03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s sea 
lice control protocols are operated by the Marine Institute and are strictly evidence-based. The 
protocols are considered to be more advanced than those operated in other jurisdictions for the 
following reasons:

-  The inspection regime is totally independent of the industry.

-  Data obtained as a result of inspections is published and made widely available.

-  Treatment trigger levels are set at a low level.

In 2008, the State introduced a new Pest Management Strategy, supplementing the control 
regime already in place.  This has resulted in a steady decline in average sea lice numbers on 
farmed salmon since its inception.

08/10/2013WRY03450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRY03500499. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42328/13]
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08/10/2013WRY03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2013WRY03650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

08/10/2013WRY03700500. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a person (details supplied) who is waiting for a decision on last year’s pay-
ment of the disadvantaged areas scheme from the Ombudsman, which is causing a delay with 
this year’s payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42329/13]

08/10/2013WRY03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused derogation in this 
regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee.  The person named subsequently availed of their right to pursue the 
matter with the Office of the Ombudsman; the case is currently under consideration by that Of-
fice. 

08/10/2013WRZ00200Fishing Vessel Licences

08/10/2013WRZ00300501. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of white fish boats that are registered with tonnage and are working out of each area in 
Irish waters. [42365/13]

08/10/2013WRZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Irish 
fishing fleet is divided into 5 main segments for licensing and registration purposes. Vessels 
targeting whitefish are licensed in the polyvalent and beam trawl segments of the fleet.  In order 
to obtain a sea fishing boat licence, the owner must provide replacement capacity (comprising 
gross tonnage, a measure of volume, and kilowatts, a measure of engine power) from the fleet 
segment into which the vessel is being licensed. 

I am informed by the Licensing Authority for Sea Fishing Boats that 1,473 polyvalent ves-
sels and 10 beam trawlers that were licensed and registered at 31 December 2012 were entitled 
to target whitefish. 

Control of the fishing activity within Ireland’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone is a matter for the 
Irish control authorities.  Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, opera-
tional issues concerning sea fisheries control, such as recording landings, are a matter for the 
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service. I have asked the SFPA to 
respond directly to the Deputy’s request by giving landings in Irish ports as a indicator of the 
fishing activity in the areas.

08/10/2013WRZ00500Fishing Vessel Licences

08/10/2013WRZ00600502. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider issuing licences for small inshore boats and white fish boats in respect of monk, 
haddock and prawns; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42366/13]
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08/10/2013WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The manage-
ment of whitefish quotas do not generally involve a requirement for a secondary fishing license 
known as an authorisation, under the determination currently in force under section 13  of the 
Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006. The exception to this are vessels which are 
included in the industry led “Monkfish Scheme” and which are granted specific authorisations 
which set out the conditions of that scheme.

Whitefish quotas are set generally on a monthly basis by way of a fisheries management 
notice issued under section 12 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006. When 
preparing for the monthly allocation of whitefish stocks, the representative organisations of the 
industry, both fishermen and onshore processors, meet each month with my Department and the 
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to make recommendations to me in relation to the quota to 
be allocated in the coming month(s).  I am open to consider all proposals from the representa-
tives of the industry on the management of fish quotas. 

08/10/2013WRZ00800Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

08/10/2013WRZ00900503. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide a breakdown per county of the number of successful applicants under the agri-
environment options scheme 3; the total amount of funds allocated to each county under the 
scheme; the total number of ineligible applicants per county; the number of applicants awaiting 
a determination on their application; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42386/13]

08/10/2013WRZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Agri-
Environment Option Scheme has had a very positive uptake, which is why I was more than 
happy to open AEOS 3 in 2012, despite fiscal constraints.  I secured €20 million per annum for 
the Scheme, allowing for a maximum payment of €4,000 per annum and a five year contract. 
The Scheme was oversubscribed, with a total of 9,729 applications received, therefore not all 
could be accommodated within the budget and a process of ranking and selection, as set out 
clearly in the scheme terms and conditions, was used. 

Acceptance into the Scheme was established using the predetermined selection criteria as 
follows:

1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey 
Partridge) as one of their selected options, 

2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land,

3. farm partnerships, 

4. farmers who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms. and

5. others based on farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

All eligible applicants in category 1, 2 and 3 were accepted into the Scheme. Based on the 
funding available farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and 
below were successful. All applicants received a determination on their application and 6,000  
were approved for participation in the scheme of which 5,981 applicants are currently active.  
Of the 3,748 not in the Scheme, 351 had invalid applications, 42 withdrew from the Scheme 
and 3,355 were excluded on the basis of the selection criteria.  A number of applicants have ap-
pealed their status and these are being dealt with on an ongoing basis by my officials.

The tables below detail the number of successful applicants under the Agri-Environment 
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Options Scheme 3 and the total number of applicants not in the Scheme on a County by County 
basis.  The table named ‘Successful Applicants’ also shows the estimated allocation of funding 
per County on a yearly basis.

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS

County Total Total Amount
Carlow 25 €82,629.00
Cavan 137 €473,812.55
Clare 356 €1,265,594.92
Cork 314 €1,084,575.93
Donegal 1059 €3,443,126.59
Dublin 5 €16,220.35
Galway 1005 €3,493,876.17
Kerry 617 €2,143,262.53
Kildare 16 €58,365.50
Kilkenny 31 €109,741.97
Laois 25 €91,440.23
Leitrim 278 €1,004,701.26
Limerick 116 €398,153.91
Longford 42 €139,791.48
Louth 23 €66,314.19
Mayo 997 €3,339,972.42
Meath 32 €101,538.83
Monaghan 66 €195,948.78
Offaly 67 €231,235.47
Roscommon 274 €907,356.54
Sligo 220 €790,861.44
Tipperary 92 €311,181.51
Waterford 54 €197,214.22
Westmeath 58 €187,969.97
Wexford 27 €89,773.51
Wicklow 45 €159,475.52
Grand Total 5981 €20,384,134.79

UNSUCCESSFUL OR WITHDRAWN APPLICANTS  

County Total
Carlow 26
Cavan 173
Clare 335
Cork 220
Donegal 295
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County Total
Dublin 2
Galway 481
Kerry 198
Kildare 49
Kilkenny 77
Laois 44
Leitrim 210
Limerick 152
Longford 82
Louth 29
Mayo 305
Meath 104
Monaghan 97
Offaly 72
Roscommon 307
Sligo 147
Tipperary 121
Waterford 32
Westmeath 87
Wexford 68
Wicklow 35
Grand Total 3748

08/10/2013WRZ01100Animal Welfare Expenditure

08/10/2013WRZ01200504. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the reinforcement by UK officials to have dogs travelling between here and the UK 
to have a rabies vaccination, if he will consider the increased funding needs of animal rescue 
centres in the country arising as a result of rabies vaccination costs; if he will extend the family 
pet 2015 derogation from the rabies vaccination to include rescue dogs; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42434/13]

08/10/2013WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides funding to animal welfare organisations directly involved in the delivery of 
animal care. I am hoping to be able to continue such funding again this year. This allocation 
depends on the availability of funds at the end of each financial year. 

The new Pet Passport Regulation (EC) No 576/2013 comes into force from 1 January 2015. 
While both Ireland and the UK sought and achieved an amendment to the Commission pro-
posal providing the possibility of a derogation from rabies vaccination for non commercial 
pets movements from 2015, this was not extended to commercial traffic which unfortunately 
includes the rehoming of rescue dogs from Ireland to the UK.

08/10/2013WRZ01400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRZ01500505. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the reason a disadvantaged areas scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway was not granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42467/13]

08/10/2013WRZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An appli-
cation under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 
14 May 2013; this application was fully processed and cleared for payment.  However, as the 
person named had outstanding debts under the Agri Environment Options Scheme, payment 
under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was offset against this debt.  The person named had 
previously been notified directly of the amount due under AEOS.

08/10/2013WRZ01700Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

08/10/2013WRZ01800506. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway in respect of both 
their disadvantaged areas scheme payment and their single farm payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42469/13]

08/10/2013WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has written to the person named on 25 June 2013, requesting proof of rental of certain 
lands declared by him on his 2012 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Area applications. As no 
reply had been received, a reminder letter issued on 11 July 2013 to which no reply has yet 
been received by my Department. As soon as the information requested has been received the 
applications can be further processed.

08/10/2013WRZ02000Child Care Services Inspections

08/10/2013WRZ02100507. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the Chil-
dren Act 1991 will be amended to include after school crèche provision in the existing regula-
tory inspection system; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [42339/13]

08/10/2013WRZ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Amendments to 
provide for the regulation of after-school care are being brought forward as part of legislative 
changes necessary to provide for the establishment of the new Child and Family Agency.  This 
legislation is currently being finalised in conjunction with Parliamentary Counsel and it is my 
intention to bring it before the Oireachtas during the current term.

08/10/2013WRZ02300Children in Care

08/10/2013WRZ02400508. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there 
are advocacy groups to assist parents whose children are in care; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41798/13]

08/10/2013WRZ02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are a range 
of groups working in communities whose general remit includes providing assistance to fami-
lies whose circumstances may include having a child or children in care. These groups provide 
services which complement a variety of dedicated services provided or funded by the HSE. The 
Family Support Agency (FSA) also has an important role to play in this context.  There are 106 
family resource centres around the country, and they aim to combat disadvantage by supporting 
the functioning of the family unit by offering services and supports to children and families. 
The FSA also provides funding to voluntary and community organisations providing marriage, 
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relationship, child and bereavement counselling services. These services aim to support people 
in dealing with difficulties they are experiencing in their relationships and to help children 
whose lives have been affected by parental separation. 

The important thing to acknowledge and address is that if a child is in need of care and 
protection and is unlikely to receive it at home, then the HSE has a duty to ensure they receive 
appropriate care. In cases where parents are unable to cope due to illness or other serious prob-
lems they may agree to their children being taken into the care of the HSE on a voluntary basis, 
under Section 4 of the Child Care Act, 1991. While the HSE has care of the children in such in-
stances it must consider the parents’ wishes as to how the care is provided. The HSE is obliged 
to provide care for these children for as long as their welfare requires it. 

A child protection social worker assigned to a child placed in a care setting has a duty to 
prepare and regularly review the care plan for the child. Intrinsic to this process is ensuring that 
the wishes of the child and his or her family are considered, that access and contact is facilitated 
between the child, parents and siblings (unless there is a court agreed reason not to do so), and 
that full engagement takes place with the child and their family with a view to planning the 
child’s return home. A significant amount of work takes place between social workers and par-
ents to create a situation where a child could return home, including referrals for parent(s) for 
relationship counselling, substance misuse or mental health issues.

In addition to social work services, HSE Children and Family Services also provide a broad 
range of family support services. These include family centres, community psychology, child 
care work and family support work e.g. counselling and parenting skills.

The Child and Family Agency will take on the crucial roles played by Children and Family 
Services and the FSA, and will continue to provide supports and assistance to ensure that chil-
dren, where possible, are allowed to grow and develop within a supportive family environment.

08/10/2013WRZ02600Adoption Records Provision

08/10/2013WRZ02700509. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of adopted persons and natural relatives registered on the national adoption contact 
preference register; the number of new persons added to the register in the years 2011, 2012 
and to date in 2013; the number of adopted persons who have made contact with their natural 
relatives as a result of being included on the register; and if she will outline the ongoing steps 
that are being taken to raise awareness of the existence of the register.  [41882/13]

08/10/2013WRZ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The National 
Adoption Contact Register was established in 2005 to assist adopted people and their natural 
families to make contact with each other, exchange information or state their contact prefer-
ences.  They decide, through a range of information and contact options, how they wish to 
proceed.  The Adoption Authority of Ireland has responsibility for the operation of the National 
Adoption Contact Preference Register (NACPR). The Authority has indicated that there were 
796 applications in 2011, 542 in 2012 and 526 to end Sept 2013, with a cumulative total of to 
date of 7426 adopted persons and 3312 relatives applying to register with the NCPR.

According to the Authority there have been 644 “matches” identified to date but it might be 
noted that some of these would have involved matches between two (or more) siblings that had 
been adopted so there would be more than 644 adopted persons matched with a relative.

The Authority, the Health Service Executive and accredited adoption services routinely in-
form enquirers about the existence of the register and encourage anyone interested in tracing 
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and/or gaining information searching to join.  It is also intended that the Adoption (Information 
and Tracing) Bill will provide for placing the National Contact Preference Register on a statu-
tory basis and that a National Tracing Service will be established under the provisions of the 
Bill, the operation of which will be subject to guidelines to be set out in regulations. 

08/10/2013WRZ02900Child Care Services Provision

08/10/2013WRZ03000510. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 19 of 19 September 2013, the extent of the reduction in 
hours for child care staff in residential care homes funded by the Health Service Executive and 
in the voluntary sector and the number of closures in that sector. [42023/13]

08/10/2013WRZ03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the relevant information from the HSE, and I will revert to the Deputy when this information 
is to hand.

08/10/2013WRZ03200Child Care Reports

08/10/2013WRZ03300511. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
when creche reports for County Meath will be published; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42163/13]

08/10/2013WRZ03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

08/10/2013WRZ03500Foreign Adoptions

08/10/2013WRZ03600512. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the prog-
ress made to date in assisting the families currently engaged in the adoption process with Russia 
and who are affected by a recent change in Russian law which creates a conflict with section 
63 of the Adoption Act 2010; the responses received further to representations made to the 
Russian authorities; if she will provide an assurance that she will bring forward amendments to 
the Adoption Act if action is not forthcoming from the Russian authorities; if she will provide 
an assure that these families will be allowed complete their adoptions prior to the 31 October 
deadline; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [42425/13]

08/10/2013WRZ03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have the utmost 
concern for the position that the prospective adopters who were close to finalising adoptions 
from Russia now find themselves in following the recent changes to the Russian adoption pro-
cess. I have received a large volume of representations on behalf of the applicants involved and 
I and my officials have actively been trying to assist those affected. 

Following queries I initiated through diplomatic channels the Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Russian Federation has confirmed to the Irish Embassy that new legislation came 
into force on 3rd July 2013 which requires a child to be on the national adoption database for 
twelve months before that child is deemed eligible for intercountry adoption and may be placed 
on an international adoption database. The previous period was eight months. I understand the 
purpose of the amendment is to extend the period during which possibilities for domestic adop-
tion are considered.  The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have 
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ratified the Hague Convention on adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agree-
ment in place. During the drafting of the Act a considered and detailed transitional process to 
deal with the change from previous legislation to the new Act was put in place. The transitional 
measure contained in Section 63 of the Adoption Act, 2010, allows applicants with a valid 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt who had commenced the adoption process at 
the time of the commencement of the Act to continue with that adoption, from a non-Hague, 
non-bilateral country. Such applicants were thus afforded an additional three year period to 
complete these particular adoptions from non-Hague countries, and must complete the process 
by 31 October 2013. The Adoption Authority has advised that the time period to complete the 
adoption process in Russia is generally less than a year and a large number of applicants with 
Section 63 declarations have successfully adopted from Russia during the period of validity of 
these Section 63 declarations.

The issue that has arisen is that the changes introduced by the Russian authorities mean that 
a small number of Irish applicants will not be able to conclude their adoption of a Russian child 
by 31 October 2013.  

In an effort to assist I have been using diplomatic channels to seek solutions for the appli-
cants involved. These diplomatic channels have been used to fully outline the difficult situation 
these applicants have been put in following the change in Russian procedures and to explore 
possible solutions. The Irish Ambassador to Russia met with the Deputy Foreign Minister Titov 
in Moscow on 10 September 2013. The Ambassador has highlighted the concerns of the spe-
cific applicants. He has also outlined the position and noted our desire for a degree of flexibility 
in relation to the implementation of the changes recently introduced, which has affected a small 
number of Irish applicants who were at an advanced stage in the adoption process. I also re-
cently met with the Embassy Attaché from the Russian Embassy to Dublin who was represent-
ing the Russian Ambassador to highlight the current difficulties the sudden change in Russian 
legislation has created. This meeting was positive and the Attaché indicated that officials from 
the Ministry of Education in Moscow are aware of the issues and are examining them closely.    

On October 3 2013 the Irish Ambassador in Moscow met Mr. Vladimir Kabanov, Deputy 
Head of the Department for Children’s Rights at the Ministry for Education and Science. The 
Ambassador was informed that the amendment to the law applies to all cases that had not ap-
plied to the Court to finalise their adoptions by the date of 2 July 2013.  It was agreed that the 
Ministry for Education and Science will verify the status of the Irish families in the Russian 
adoption system The Embassy is assisting in this process.  Amongst the representations I have 
received is a proposal to amend the Adoption Act, 2010 to address this situation.  As the Act is 
drafted on the basis of the incorporation of the Hague Convention and the minimum set of stan-
dards outlined therein, the implications of amending the Adoption Act, 2010 must be carefully 
examined.  Issues also arise in confining any such amendment to the cases immediately affected 
by the recent changes in Russia.  Nevertheless, these legislative issues are receiving consider-
ation by my Department in parallel with the ongoing engagement with the Russian authorities.

Further meetings are scheduled for this week to examine the options available to progress 
this matter further.

08/10/2013WRZ03800Tobacco Control Measures

08/10/2013WRZ03900513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that it 
has been publicly stated that if tobacco companies are not allowed to use their branding, it could 
breach the intellectual property rights of these companies and these rights are guaranteed under 
the Constitution and the European Convention of Human Rights, if there is a possibility that the 
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Government is exposing the Irish taxpayer to a court case which could cost hundreds of mil-
lions of euro; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41948/13]

08/10/2013WRZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Work is progressing on draft heads of a bill 
to regulate the retail packaging of tobacco products.  It is not the Government’s intention to 
develop legislation which would be in contravention of the Irish Constitution or the European 
Convention of Human Rights.  I cannot comment on any future possible legal challenges in this 
regard.  

08/10/2013WRZ04100Nursing Education

08/10/2013WRZ04200514. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he is concerned that nurses 
are emigrating because of the additional training years included in the Haddington Road agree-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42078/13]

08/10/2013WRZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A major objective of the Nurse Graduate 
scheme is to put in place more cost-effective service delivery arrangements, having regard 
to the high rates of expenditure on agency staffing and overtime. The scheme will enable the 
health services to offer 1,000 graduate nurses positions for two years, at a time when job op-
portunities in the public service are very limited. Under the Haddington Road Agreement it was 
agreed that participants will be paid 85% of the first point of the new entrant scale in the first 
year and 90% in the second. Therefore it supports the retention of recently qualified graduate 
nurses and midwives within the Irish health system and enables them to gain valuable work 
experience and development opportunities post-graduation.

The educational component of the scheme will comprise a two year part-time three mod-
ule Certificate Graduate Education Programme that will be Nursing and Midwifery Board of 
Ireland approved and academically accredited.  This formally accredited programme will have 
currency for accreditation for prior learning by Higher Education Institutes when graduates 
wish to undertake further study and progress towards a Masters Level Award at a later stage in 
their career.

To date 115 staff nurse/midwife graduates have commenced employment. A significant 
number of candidates are currently going through the recruitment and clearance process or are 
awaiting their registration with An Bord Altranais and will commence work on receipt of this.

08/10/2013WRZ04400Health Services Provision

08/10/2013WRZ04500515. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide for dia-
lectical behavioural therapy services in County Tipperary in line with the services that exist in 
Dublin and Cork; when they will be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41795/13]

08/10/2013WRZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRZ04700Mental Health Services

08/10/2013WRZ04800516. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if the child and adult mental 
health service will recognise and accept reports from qualified medical persons on behalf of 
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a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41797/13]

08/10/2013WRZ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRZ05000Prescription Charges

08/10/2013WRZ05100517. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to abolish prescrip-
tion fees for medical card holders when they reach 80 years of age; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41799/13]

08/10/2013WRZ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  There are no plans to 
provide for further exemptions from prescription charges.

08/10/2013WRZ05300Local Drugs Task Forces Funding

08/10/2013WRZ05400518. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that local drugs task forces have unofficially been told to expect a cut in the order of 7% 
to their funding in 2014; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in Blanchardstown, this 
would mean a reduction in methadone detox beds in Coolmine treatment centre of 16 for 2014, 
or a reduction of 12 places on Coolmine’s residential rehabilitation programme; his views on 
whether this will impact on the Government’s goal of 100% of problem drug users accessing 
treatment within one month as itemised in the key performance indicators of the National Drugs 
Strategy 2008-2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41809/13]

08/10/2013WRZ05500519. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that if local drugs task forces receive a 7% cut, there are fears that the Blanchardstown 
drug prevention education project, which works with young persons most at risk of drugs use 
and which is funded by the Blanchardstown drugs and alcohol task force, may be unable to 
function for more than 3.5 days per week in 2014 if the cuts are implemented; if his attention 
has been drawn to the impact this will have on local young persons in Blanchardstown using 
the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41810/13]

08/10/2013WRZ05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 518 and 519 together.

In line with the National Drugs Strategy, the Government is committed to continuing sup-
port for initiatives to tackle the drug problem.  Funding in 2014 for community drugs initiatives 
will be determined in the context of the Estimates process, taking into account the need to pro-
tect front line service provision as far as possible.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                          08/10/2013WRAA00150Medical Card Applications

08/10/2013WRAA00200520. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details 
supplied) has been refused renewal of their medical card. [41812/13]
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08/10/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRAA00350Medical Card Appeals

08/10/2013WRAA00400521. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
respect of an appeal for a full medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41813/13]

08/10/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRAA00550Mental Health Services Provision

08/10/2013WRAA00600522. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding mental 
health services in Coolock, Dublin 5; if there is a service or a waiting list for emergency refer-
rals for those who live in the Dublin 13 area; and the amount of the €35 million that has been 
spent on mental health services on the north side of Dublin  [41830/13]

08/10/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRAA00750Medical Card Appeals

08/10/2013WRAA00800523. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a decision to turn 
down a medical card appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41831/13]

08/10/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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08/10/2013WRAA00950Primary Care Services Provision

08/10/2013WRAA01000524. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service 
Executive has no stores on the north side of Cork city; the reason patients have to travel to the 
Sarsfield Road to get essential supplies such as pads, bags and so on; if he will consider locating 
a store on the north side of the city perhaps at the Orthopaedic Hospital, Gurranabraher; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41832/13]

08/10/2013WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRAA01150Hospital Procedures

08/10/2013WRAA01200525. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding patients 
who received DePuy ASR hips; the number who have already had them replaced; the number 
who remain on the list; the course of action he will take following this scandal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41834/13]

08/10/2013WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRAA01350Hospital Staff Issues

08/10/2013WRAA01400526. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the staff-
ing of the epilepsy monitoring unit at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41837/13]

08/10/2013WRAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Clinical Care Programme pro-
vides for the commissioning of a Regional Epilepsy Monitoring Unit to be based in Cork Uni-
versity Hospital.

Critical to the opening of the Regional Epilepsy Monitoring Unit in Cork University Hos-
pital is the requirement to recruit five staff nurses and one Senior and one Basic Grade Neuro-
physiological Technician. I am advised that the recruitment of the staff required to open the unit 
is taking longer than anticipated due to the specialist nature of the staff involved.  Three nurses 
have been recruited via the National Recruitment Service and the recruitment of the two re-
maining staff nurses is at an advanced stage. While the recruitment of these staff on a permanent 
basis is being progressed, hospital management is progressing a number of options to redeploy 
staff on a temporary basis to allow the unit to be opened as soon as possible.

08/10/2013WRAA01550Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRAA01600527. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health if he will place Addison’s 
disease on the list of illnesses that are covered by the long-term illness scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41839/13]

08/10/2013WRAA01700555. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason rheumatoid arthritis is 
not included on the long-term illness scheme; if he will consider adding it to the list of qualify-
ing illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42030/13]
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08/10/2013WRAA01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 527 and 555 together.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

08/10/2013WRAA01850Ambulance Service Provision

08/10/2013WRAA01900528. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will meet, at an early date, a 
deputation comprising the Kerry South Oireachtas Members and members of Killarney Town 
Council in respect of the proposed changes to the ambulance service in Killarney; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41842/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Ambulance Service (NAS) 
has set out a plan for a new model of pre-hospital care service for the people of South Kerry. 
This new model emerged from an analysis of the needs of the South Kerry area and the best use 
of available resources, including paramedics and advanced paramedics.    

The plan has also been informed by the modernisation developments that have already taken 
place in East Cork, North Cork and West Cork.  The plan is extremely detailed, providing nu-
merous benefits agreed between HSE management, union representatives and staff.  The plan 
to modernise the South Kerry service follows a consultation process with a wide range of inter-
ested groups, such as GPs, local public representatives and community groups.   I understand 
that representatives from the HSE’s National Ambulance Service and senior HSE management  
met with GPs, public representatives and community groups  in South Kerry in September to 
update them on the plans to modernise the NAS services in the region. 

In light of the extensive consultation that has already taken place, I do not plan to meet with 
the above representatives in relation to this matter at this stage. 

08/10/2013WRAA02050Data Protection

08/10/2013WRAA02100529. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation 
within his Department regarding the provision of patient information to Oireachtas Members 
who have received representation from their constituents; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41854/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The provision of personal data to Oireachtas 
members who have received representations from constituents is guided by the recommenda-
tions of the Data Protection Commissioner. The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 
last issued guidance for Data Controllers on the release of personal data to public representa-
tives in November 2007 and is available on their website.
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08/10/2013WRAA02250Medical Card Applications

08/10/2013WRAA02300530. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will review a deci-
sion on a medical card renewal application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41859/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRAA02450Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRAA02500531. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an urgent refer-
ral for cataract treatment in respect a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41874/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

08/10/2013WRAA02650Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2013WRAA02700532. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cuts 
to Prosper Fingal (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41908/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02800541. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason €1,073,773 was cut 
from the budget of Prosper Fingal disability services despite increased service users; and the 
way this service can survive with this 17% cut from 2012 to 2014.  [41951/13]

08/10/2013WRAA02900573. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure there are no further 
cuts to protect services at providers such as Prosper Fingal. [42267/13]

08/10/2013WRAA03000580. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there are 
no further cuts to the funding of Prosper Fingal, Rush, County Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42364/13]

08/10/2013WRAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 532, 541, 573 and 580 together.

Prosper Fingal was established in 1978 as a parents and friends organisation (formerly called 
The Fingal Association for the Handicapped), to provide a local day service for adults with a 
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moderate or mild learning disability. The aim of the organisation is to “enable people with dis-
abilities develop their true potential towards full and independent participation in society”.

Prosper Fingal provides personal and social services to adults with an intellectual disability 
on behalf of the Health Service Executive under Section 39 of the Health Act 2004. Services are 
provided through a Service Arrangement which is reviewed on an annual basis.

The HSE will continue to work closely with voluntary service providers and service users 
and their families to ensure available resources are used in a creative and flexible manner in 
order to be responsive to the needs that present. The Health Service as a whole has to operate 
within the parameters of funding available to it and given the current economic environment; 
this has become a major challenge for all stakeholders, including the HSE, voluntary service 
providers, services users and their families.

The level of funding available for the health budget and the extent of the savings required in 
the health sector are being considered as part of the estimates and budgetary process for 2014 
which is currently underway. Pending completion of the national estimates, budgetary and ser-
vice planning process for 2014 it is not possible to predict the service levels to be provided next 
year for the disability sector.

08/10/2013WRAA03150Vaccine Damage Compensation Scheme

08/10/2013WRAA03200533. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
introduction of a vaccine damage compensation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41910/13]

08/10/2013WRAA03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department is currently examining the 
recommendations of the Vaccine Damage Steering Group.  However, this issue is complex and 
needs to be considered in the wider context of how best to address the long term health and 
social needs of people who may have experienced adverse outcomes from other health services.

08/10/2013WRAA03350Health Insurance Cover

08/10/2013WRAA03400534. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will claify the posi-
tion regarding health insurance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41914/13]

08/10/2013WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department oversees the maintenance 
of a competitive and sustainable private health insurance market, under the provisions of the 
Health Insurance Acts 1994 to 2012. Open Enrolment Regulations, made under the Health In-
surance Acts, provide for maximum waiting periods for eligibility for payment under a health 
insurance contract, excluding payments resulting from injury or accident, in respect of first 
entry to health insurance and in respect of pre-existing medical conditions. They also provide 
for persons whose cover has ceased for less than 13 weeks to become insured again without 
affecting their position as regards waiting periods served, provided the same level of cover is 
involved. The maximum waiting periods that an insurer may apply under the legislation is as 
follows:

- 26 weeks, in respect of a person who is under the age of 55 years;  

- 52 weeks, in respect of a person who is of or over the age of 55 years and under the age 
of 65 years;
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- 104 weeks, in respect of a person who is 65 years and over. 

These Regulations are important for a number of reasons. Firstly, open enrolment and life-
time cover provides that, except in limited circumstances specified in legislation, health insur-
ers must accept all applicants for health insurance and all consumers are guaranteed the right to 
renew their policies regardless of their age or health status. Secondly, the provisions on waiting 
periods help to support community rating. Under community rating, everybody is charged the 
same premium for a particular health insurance plan, irrespective of age, gender and the current 
or likely future state of their health. This system requires ‘intergenerational solidarity’, where 
younger people pay more for health insurance than the level of risk they present would demand, 
while older people pay less as a direct consequence. So younger and  healthier people effective-
ly subsidise older and less healthy people, on the understanding that these younger people will 
themselves be subsidised by later generations when they reach old age and/or suffer ill health. 

The provision of waiting periods can help to discourage individuals from only taking out 
health insurance later in life, thus minimising the strain placed on the community rating system 
and ultimately benefitting the entire pool of insured persons in the community, rather than the 
risks and costs on a person by person basis. In addition, the provision of waiting periods can 
also provide an important tool for insurers to combat practices where someone could poten-
tially take out a health insurance policy to avail of a particular treatment and then cancel the 
policy once treatment had been received, without either penalty or sustained contribution to the 
community-rated model.

 Question No. 535 withdrawn.

08/10/2013WRAA03650Community Care Provision

08/10/2013WRAA03700536. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health if the necessary investment 
will be made for the refurbishment of the St. Augustine’s, McBride and D’Alton community 
nursing units, County Mayo, in order that they will meet the Health Information and Quality 
Authority standards after 2015, thus allowing these facilities to stay open; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41921/13]

08/10/2013WRAA03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRAA03850Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2013WRAA03900537. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in provid-
ing an assessment of need for an autistic child (details supplied) in County Kildare. [41923/13]

08/10/2013WRAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRAA04050Home Help Service Provision

08/10/2013WRAA04100538. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an increase in home help 
hours may be accommodated in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41942/13]
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08/10/2013WRAA04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRBB00150Primary Care Services Provision

08/10/2013WRBB00200539. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when community 
occupational therapy can be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41943/13]

08/10/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRBB00350Medical Card Applications

08/10/2013WRBB00400540. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be ap-
proved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [41945/13]

08/10/2013WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 532.

08/10/2013WRBB00650Treatment Abroad Scheme

08/10/2013WRBB00700542. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health to outline the support available to 
Irish citizens who have to travel outside the country for testing and treatment of rare conditions 
such as Ehlers-Danlos syndrome; and if he will review current policies.  [41967/13]

08/10/2013WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad 
Scheme (TAS), for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Switzer-
land under EU Regulation 1408/71, as per procedures set out in EU Regulation 574/72 and in 
accordance with Department of Health and Children Guidelines. Within these governing EU 
Regulations and the Department of Health and Children’s Guidelines, the TAS provides for the 
cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland through the issue 
of form E112 (IE).

The TAS allows for an Irish based consultant to refer a patient that is normally resident in 
Ireland for treatment in another EU member state or Switzerland, where the treatment in ques-
tion meets the following criteria:

(a) The application to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given 
before that patient goes abroad.

(b) Following clinical assessment, the referring consultant certifies the following:
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- They recommend the patient be treated in another EU/EEA country or Switzerland;

- The treatment is medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;

- The treatment is a proven form of medical treatment and is not experimental or test treat-
ment;

- The treatment is in a recognised hospital or other institution and is under the control of a 
registered medical practitioner;

- The hospital outside the state will accept EU/EEA form E112 (IE).

The presence of a rare illness, such as Ehlers Danlos Syndrome, is not of itself  criteria for 
availing of treatment abroad: most rare diseases are treated without any need for recourse to 
services in other jurisdictions.  Patients in conjunction with their Irish based public referring 
hospital consultant have the ability to apply to the HSE TAS seeking access to public health-
care outside the state through model form E112. Applications to the TAS are processed and a 
determination given in accordance with the statutory framework prior to a patient travelling to 
avail of treatment. Approved applicants/patient’s hospital treatment costs are covered  through 
the issue of form E112 (IE) for specific  identified episodes of care. The governing Regulations 
do not provide for the patient’s travel or subsistence costs but the HSE in line with its national 
travel policy provides funding for patient’s air or sea fares.  Once a patient is discharged from 
a specific  episode of care abroad, their care immediately reverts to their Irish based consultant.

08/10/2013WRBB00850Vaccination Programme

08/10/2013WRBB00900543. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the Bexsero vaccine will 
be made available to prevent meningitis B; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41975/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01000567. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a decision will 
be made regarding the introduction of a new vaccine for meningitis B; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [42183/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01100598. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the status of the new vacci-
nation against meningitis B, Bexsero, here; when a decision will be made as to whether this 
drug will be made available in this jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42428/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 543, 567 
and 598 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The NIAC is a committee of the Royal College of Physi-
cians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, 
paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are informed by public health 
advice, international best practice and by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE).

A Health Technology Assessment which includes a cost benefit analysis is carried out prior 
to any new vaccine being considered.  This has a vital role in ensuring that care technologies, 
including vaccines, are used in a manner appropriate to their ability to maximise health gain and 
achieve value for money. 

The are currently no plans to introduce Meningococcal group B (Meningitis B) vaccine in 
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Ireland.  However should the NIAC advice recommend its inclusion into the primary childhood 
immunisation programme in Ireland, my Department, in association with the Health Service 
Executive National Immunisation Office will examine the issue.

08/10/2013WRBB01250Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

08/10/2013WRBB01300544. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a fair deal ap-
plication in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41988/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRBB01450HSE Funding

08/10/2013WRBB01500545. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the Health 
Service Executive funding to Kerry Deaf Resource Centre in Tralee is not cut for the fourth 
consecutive year as to do so could make this valuable service unfeasible.  [41989/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRBB01650Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRBB01700546. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will receive an appointment at the rheumatology clinic in Cork University Hos-
pital; the average waiting time for patients in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 for this unit; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41993/13]

08/10/2013WRBB01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is 
a key priority for the Government. Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU, together 
with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and the HSE, has developed the outpatient 
waiting list minimum dataset.  This allows data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on 
a weekly basis and, for the first time, outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie. For 2013, a 
maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led outpa-
tient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE service plan. The SDU and the NTPF will 
work closely with hospitals towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he or she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRBB01850Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRBB01900547. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will remove the cancella-
tion-and-you-are-off-the-list-for-hospital-appointments Health Service Executive policy where 
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it pertains to patients with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41996/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In regard to 
the detail of the Deputy’s query, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him in the matter.

08/10/2013WRBB02050Hospital Staff Issues

08/10/2013WRBB02100548. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of posts that are cur-
rently unfilled at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; the length of time each post has been vacant; 
the timeframe for posts to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42005/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRBB02250Health Services Provision

08/10/2013WRBB02300549. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding treat-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [42006/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRBB02450Medical Card Applications

08/10/2013WRBB02500550. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42007/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRBB02650Disability Support Services Provision

08/10/2013WRBB02700551. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the progress he is making in 
creating a new scheme to replace the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant; when 
this will be in effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42008/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02800554. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
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pilot scheme being rolled out to replace the mobility allowance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42017/13]

08/10/2013WRBB02900571. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to announce 
details of an alternative scheme to replace the motorised transport grant; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42259/13]

08/10/2013WRBB03000583. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the arrangements that have 
been put in place regarding a new scheme for the mobility allowance scheme and motorised 
transport grant; if he is confident that a new scheme will be in place by the end of this month; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42376/13]

08/10/2013WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 551, 554, 571 and 583 together.

The Government decided in June last that new statutory provisions should be established to 
provide individual payments to people with severe disabilities who require additional income 
to address the costs of their mobility needs.  An inter-departmental group, chaired by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach, is working to develop detailed proposals for the operation of a new 
statutory scheme and is due to report back to Government in October.

The Government also decided in June that payments should temporarily continue to be 
made by the Health Service Executive to those persons currently in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance for a further number of months, pending the commencement of new statutory provi-
sions, on the basis that this would prevent hardship, and, on an interim basis, alleviate stress, 
anxiety and uncertainty among a vulnerable group in society.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who have relied 
on the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant to support their independence and 
will take all of this into consideration when making a decision on future arrangements.

08/10/2013WRBB03150Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRBB03200552. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cataract 
treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42012/13]

08/10/2013WRBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

08/10/2013WRBB03350Medical Card Appeals

08/10/2013WRBB03400553. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review and award a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42015/13]
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08/10/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Question No. 554 answered with Question No. 551.

Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 527.

08/10/2013WRBB03750Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRBB03800556. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Leitrim will be scheduled for a hip replacement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42043/13]

08/10/2013WRBB03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

08/10/2013WRBB03950Tobacco Control Measures

08/10/2013WRBB04000557. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there are proposals for the 
regulation of the sale of e-cigarettes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42062/13]

08/10/2013WRBB04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The report of the Tobacco Policy Review 
Group ‘Tobacco Free Ireland’ was launched on 3rd October 2013.  The report recommends the 
establishment of a regulatory framework for nicotine products in the context of discussions at 
European  Union level.  Last December, the Commission published a proposal for a new EU 
Tobacco Products Directive, the ultimate purpose of which is to reduce the numbers of people 
smoking.  The proposal is being discussed in the European Parliament and Council of Minis-
ters and the Commission hope that it will be adopted in 2014.  Under the proposal, electronic 
cigarettes above a certain threshold of nicotine would be regulated under medicines legislation.

08/10/2013WRCC00150Hospital Appointment Status

08/10/2013WRCC00200558. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42063/13]

08/10/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
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icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

08/10/2013WRCC00350Hospital Admissions

08/10/2013WRCC00400559. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of children who at-
tended the orthopaedic section in Tallaght Hospital, as an inpatient or outpatient, in 2012 and 
to date in 2013. [42064/13]

08/10/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRCC00550Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRCC00600560. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting an 
audiology appointment in the three children’s hospitals in Dublin; and the number of audiolo-
gists employed in the three hospitals.  [42065/13]

08/10/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRCC00750Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2013WRCC00800561. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the increased numbers of women discovering breast cancer and other cancers in their later 
years; and if he has proposals to extend BreastCheck particularly to older women. [42066/13]

08/10/2013WRCC00900562. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health in view of the growth of cancers 
in the general population, if he has proposals to extend BreastCheck or a similar programme to 
men who are susceptible to cancer. [42067/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01000564. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact 
that a second peak in incidence of breast cancer is seen in the over 70s, the reason the Breast-
Check screening programme stops at 64 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42118/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01100599. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regard-
ing the roll-out of BreastCheck; the yet to be established elements of the infrastructure of this 
service; his plans to extend access to a younger age group; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [42431/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 561, 562, 
564 and 599 together.

I advise the Deputies that the Cancer Registry projects that cancer incidence will grow by 
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nearly 50% over the 10 years from 2010 to 2020.

The BreastCheck Programme currently provides free mammograms to all women aged 50-
64. The Programme for Government includes provision for the extension of BreastCheck to 
women in the 65-69 age group, in keeping with EU Guidelines on effective screening for breast 
cancer.  A business case from the HSE National Cancer Screening Service for the age extension 
of BreastCheck has recently been submitted to my Department and is currently being examined.  
In all, the National Cancer Screening Service delivers three population based cancer screening 
programmes: BreastCheck, CervicalCheck and BowelScreen.  BowelScreen is the first cancer 
screening programme for both men and women.

In relation to prostate cancer, the Board of the National Cancer Screening Service undertook 
a review of available evidence in relation to the potential effectiveness of introducing a national 
population-based prostate cancer screening programme.  It found that current evidence is in-
sufficient to recommend a population based screening programme as such screening may not 
improve survival or people’s quality of life.

However, the National Cancer Control Programme has established rapid access prostate 
cancer clinics in the eight designated cancer centres to ensure that men who have urological 
symptoms and/or abnormal PSA test results are seen in a timely way by urologists, and that 
appropriate diagnostic tests are carried out and multi-disciplinary treatment is planned as nec-
essary.

08/10/2013WRCC01250Nursing Home Services

08/10/2013WRCC01300563. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the steps families may take and 
the supports available in relation to difficulties they are experiencing with the costs of keeping 
a loved one in a private nursing homes, who in some cases are being charged extraordinary 
weekly top ups and prices for basic supports like a pressure relieving mattress; if there is moni-
toring by the Health Service Executive or his Department of these type of extra charges; and if 
there are guidelines for families available in relation to excessive charges that sometime arise 
in the private nursing home sector. [42069/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme provides financial support towards the cost of long-term residential 
care services in nursing homes.  The cost of care in each nursing home that is participating in 
the Scheme is available on the HSE website at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/Find_a_Service/
Older_People_Services/nhss/costs.html.

The services which fall within the scope of long-term residential care are:

- nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- bed and board;

- basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living and,

- laundry service.

A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the Medical Card Scheme or the Drugs Pay-
ment Scheme, is unaffected by the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. In other words, a person 
can continue to receive goods and services in accordance with the terms of these other schemes 
regardless of whether they are in a private nursing home or elsewhere. 
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Individuals availing of the Scheme should not be charged any additional fee over and above 
the contribution which has been calculated by the HSE, except where he or she chooses to ob-
tain additional services over and above long-term residential care services.

Under the Health Act 2007, (Care and Welfare of Residents in designated Centres for Older 
People) Regulations 2009, the Registered Provider must agree a contract with each resident 
within one month of their admission.  This contract must include details of the services to be 
provided to that resident and the fees to be charged.  Residents should not be charged fees which 
are not set out in the contract and agreed with the resident.

Question No. 564 answered with Question No. 561.

08/10/2013WRCC01550Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2013WRCC01600565. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that ADHD patients in the Health Service Executive western region are being denied 
long-term illness books despite the medications associated with the conditions being available 
on the long-term illness book scheme in other HSE areas; if he will admit that ADHD is classed 
as mental illness and as such should be covered under the heading of mental illness in children 
under 16 years in the long-term illness book; if he will admit that this situation represents dis-
crimination against ADHD patients in the western region; the measures being taken to rectify 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42155/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The classification 
of ADHD as a mental illness or not has led to issues of inconsistency in the application of eli-
gibility in the Long Term Illness scheme.  The HSE has undertaken a review of the matter and 
is implementing new guidelines which address the issues for ADHD patients fairly and consis-
tently for new and recent applicants. 

08/10/2013WRCC01750Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRCC01800566. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he has any concerns what-
soever regarding the growing number of wind farms, existing and proposed, to be built across 
the country; if it is considered that these developments pose any threat to public health; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [42168/13]

08/10/2013WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have no specific concerns regarding this 
issue.  I understand that the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
and other stakeholders is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the Wind Energy 
Guidelines 2006. My Department will cooperate, where necessary, with this Review in relation 
to any public health matters which may arise.

Question No. 567 answered with Question No. 543.

08/10/2013WRCC02050Medical Card Reviews

08/10/2013WRCC02100568. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a decision to 
award only a general practitioner visit card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42218/13]
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08/10/2013WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRCC02250Care of the Elderly Provision

08/10/2013WRCC02300569. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the policy document, Towards a 
Restraint Free Environment, is being implemented at the Yeats ward in the Fairview community 
unit, Dublin 3.  [42220/13]

08/10/2013WRCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRCC02450Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2013WRCC02500570. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to progress 
the health situation of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; the number of other 
persons on the list for a gastric bypass; the length of time they will be expected to wait for this 
procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42221/13]

08/10/2013WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 551.

08/10/2013WRCC02750Environmental Protection Agency Investigations

08/10/2013WRCC02800572. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if he will commission a 
study to look into the effect of smells in Shannon; if he or his officials can provide assurances 
to Shannon residents that the smells there do not pose a threat to public health; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42265/13]

08/10/2013WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I do not propose to commission a study to 
look at the effect of smells in Shannon as a investigation into the matter is already underway.  I 
am advised by the HSE that the investigation of recent odours in Shannon is being undertaken 
by the EPA and Clare County Council.  This investigation is being assisted  by the Public Health 
and Environmental Health Departments of the HSE.  The investigation comprises of:
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- surveillance of health effects requiring medical attention;

- monitoring of reported effects in  a selection of local schools; and

- advice on toxicological levels of the presumed source  of the “rotten egg”  odour Hydrogen 
Sulphide which  the investigating agencies believe is linked to the waste water system.  

I am further advised that to date no serious health effects  have been reported  which is 
consistent with the profile of Hydrogen Sulphide, a gas  with an odour threshold well below 
the level which causes health effects.  Confirmation of  the presence of Hydrogen Sulphide, if 
identified  through the results of a planned testing programme, will  allow the use of the toxico-
logical advice  provided  to inform and reassure residents in relation to potential health effects.

Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 532.

08/10/2013WRCC03050Medical Card Reviews

08/10/2013WRCC03100574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will review an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42279/13]

08/10/2013WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRCC03250Palliative Care Services

08/10/2013WRCC03300575. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure sustainable 
funding for palliative care nursing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42284/13]

08/10/2013WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRCC03450Medical Card Applications

08/10/2013WRCC03500576. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical card 
application in respect of a person (detail supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42289/13]

08/10/2013WRCC03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

08/10/2013WRDD00150General Medical Services Scheme Administration

08/10/2013WRDD00200577. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason a doctor’s appoint-
ment for the completion of a driving license application for the over 70s is not covered by the 
medical card; if he will consider including it as part of the medical card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42299/13]

08/10/2013WRDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) contract, a general practitioner (GP) is expected to provide his/her 
patients who hold medical cards or GP visit cards with all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind generally undertaken by a GP.  

The contract between the HSE and GPs under the GMS Scheme stipulates that fees are not 
paid to GPs by the HSE in respect of certain medical certificates which may be required, for 
example, “under the Social Welfare Acts or for the purposes of insurance or assurance policies 
or for the issue of driving licences”.  There are no plans at present to amend the GMS contract 
in this regard.

Consultation fees charged by general practitioners to private patients and to GMS patients 
outside the terms of the GMS contract are a matter of private contract between the clinicians 
and the patients.  While I have no role in relation to such fees, I would expect clinicians to have 
regard to the overall economic situation in setting their fees.

08/10/2013WRDD00350Hospital Appointment Status

08/10/2013WRDD00400578. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42305/13]

08/10/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

08/10/2013WRDD00550Health Insurance Cover

08/10/2013WRDD00600579. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be allowed any benefit towards the cost of a scan after receiving a refer-
ral from their consultant to undertake this scan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42349/13]

08/10/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I do not have a role in the day to day opera-
tions of any private health insurance company.  The VHI is a commercial company operating in 
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a competitive market and decisions as to whether members are entitled to benefit are made in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of each individual member’s policy.  The issue raised 
by the Deputy appears to be a contractual matter between the customer and his insurer.

If the individual in question is not satisfied with the decision made in this case, they may 
appeal to the Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau (www.financialombudsman.ie - Lincoln 
House, Lincoln Place, Dublin 2, Lo-Call 1890 88 20 90) or contact the industry regulator, the 
Health Insurance Authority (www.hia.ie - Canal House, Canal Road, Dublin 6, Lo-Call 1850 
929 166) for information.

Question No. 580 answered with Question No. 532.

08/10/2013WRDD00850Primary Care Services Provision

08/10/2013WRDD00875581. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the financial arrangements in 
place for the reimbursement of general practitioners who provide space for the counselling in 
primary care service; the number of staff employed by the Health Service Executive to adminis-
ter appointments for the counselling in primary care service; the arrangements in place to make 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42374/13]

08/10/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRDD01050General Practitioner Services

08/10/2013WRDD01100582. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there are proposals for the 
establishment of a CareDoc service for the north west area; the rationale and origins of the pro-
posal; the impact the proposal will have on the existing NowDoc services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42375/13]

08/10/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): 90% of the popula-
tion have access to GP out-of-hours services in 14 centres nationally, in all HSE regions, in at 
least part of every county.  Over 2,000 GPs provide services in the co-ops.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the issue.

Question No. 583 answered with Question No. 551.

08/10/2013WRDD01350Hospital Accommodation Provision

08/10/2013WRDD01400584. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with a deputa-
tion from the Dungloe hospital committee which has submitted a request to his office for a 
meeting regarding concerns on the closure of beds; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42377/13]

08/10/2013WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Requests to 
meet my colleague Minister Reilly are normally arranged through his Office.  As a request has 
been made, I have no doubt that the Minister’s Office will reply in due course.
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08/10/2013WRDD01550Hospital Accommodation Provision

08/10/2013WRDD01600585. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the five beds in Dungloe 
community hospital will reopen in view of the fact that it was announced in June 2013 and these 
beds have not reopened to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42378/13]

08/10/2013WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRDD01750Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2013WRDD01800586. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the efforts made by the Health 
Service Executive to resolve the situation at Cregg House Sligo; the arrangements have been 
put in place for the delivery of care since notice was given by Wisdom Services over a year 
ago that they could not continue to provide the services with the limited budget provided by the 
HSE; his views on the joint comparative cost exercise carried out by the HSE which revealed 
that the staffing costs of providing a service at Clonmahon was €40,000 greater that Cregg 
House; when this issue will be resolved; the steps taken by his Department to resolve the issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42379/13]

08/10/2013WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Wisdom Ser-
vices provided intellectual disability services for 200 service users (110 on campus).  The ser-
vice was operated by the Daughters of Wisdom, trading as Wisdom Services.  The Daughters of 
Wisdom indicated they were withdrawing from the service in 2012.  Following lengthy negotia-
tions between the HSE and the Daughters of Wisdom a termination agreement was signed by 
both parties in July 2013 for the HSE to take on the provision of the service from 1st October 
2013. 

The HSE took over the running of Wisdom Services from 1 October 2013 and is continuing 
to work with the Parents and Guardians, Staff and trade unions to ensure a quality service to 
clients.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2013WRDD01950Hospital Services

08/10/2013WRDD02000587. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the amount of funds he has 
provided to repair and restore services at Letterkenny General Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42380/13]

08/10/2013WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following the flooding in Letterkenny Gen-
eral Hospital a major emergency plan was put into operation.  As part of this plan a  Rebuild 
Steering Group was established and is supported by a design team. 

The Group identified the Scope of Works (11 projects), indicative timescales and the es-
timated cost required to restore services to the hospital.  Emergency capital funding has been 
made available to fund the projects which include, inter alia;

- Gynae Department restored;

- Temporary cardiac investigations area completed;
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- Interim kitchens/staff canteen are in place and in operation;

- Interim Emergency Department and Radiology Department including two mobile DR (X 
Ray) trailers are in place and providing service;

- Planning permission submitted for culvert works;

- Option appraisal and detailed design completed for temporary outpatients. 

In parallel there is an ongoing process regarding settling the insurance claim to cover the ex-
tensive damage.  This claim will fund a significant part of the identified costs but is very much 
work in process.  Any deficit in costs, not covered by the insurance claim will be met (subject to 
the normal scrutiny) by the Health Service Executive.  It will be some time before the insurance 
claim is completed and final costs are known.

 I am satisfied that every possible resource has been made available and will continue to be 
made available to Letterkenny General Hospital to implement the scope of works identified by 
the Rebuild Steering Group. 

08/10/2013WRDD02150Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2013WRDD02200588. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reasons the Seaview respite 
house facility for adults and children with intellectual disability in Mountcharles, County Done-
gal, recently closed for two weeks in September; if he will confirm that the facility is not open 
on Sundays or Mondays due to financial considerations; the number of staff employed by the 
service; the number of patients who receive respite at the facility; the future plans of the HSE 
regarding the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42381/13]

08/10/2013WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2013WRDD02350Hospital Services

08/10/2013WRDD02400589. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans for Killybegs com-
munity hospital in view of the recent Health Information and Quality Authority report; if he will 
reassure the community that ancillary services at the hospital such as X-ray and physiotherapy, 
much of which were provided through fundraising by the local community, will remain in 
operation at current levels; if he will be willing to meet with a deputation from the local com-
munity to discuss future plans for the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42382/13]

08/10/2013WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Requests to meet my colleague Minister Reilly are normally arranged through his Office. 
Accordingly I would suggest a representative of the delegation should make contact with the 
Minister’s Office at ministers_office@health.gov.ie.

08/10/2013WRDD02550Nursing Home Accommodation
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08/10/2013WRDD02600590. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the Health 
Service Executive has conducted an analysis of the demographics of our population and deter-
mined the number of beds that will be required for residential nursing home care over the next 
three to five years; if he will provide details of this analysis; the plans being put in place to meet 
any projected need; if there are particular areas/regions of concern where there may be an under 
supply of such beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42390/13]

08/10/2013WRDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am acutely 
aware of demographic projections which show a very steady increase in the numbers of older 
people in Ireland in the coming years and decades.  The most recent population projections, car-
ried out by the Central Statistics Office, estimate that by 2041 there will be about 1.4 m people 
over the age of 65 in Ireland, with the greatest increases in the over 80 age group.  My Depart-
ment is working very closely with the HSE to prepare for this change, so that we can provide 
for our older people in the best possible way.  This is happening most directly now as part of the 
current review of the Nursing Home Support Scheme.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme was introduced in October 2009, with a commit-
ment to review its operation after three years.  This review is now underway and will include 
a broad analysis of how future overall provision for older people can be made sustainable and 
best meet peoples’ needs.  The balance between residential and community care and financing 
mechansims will be considered.  The outcome of this review will inform future planning for all 
services, including residential centres.

08/10/2013WRDD02750Care of the Elderly Provision

08/10/2013WRDD02800591. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will consider establishing 
a forum on long-term residential care to bring together all relevant stakeholders to assist in put-
ting in place plans for care and support of our aging population; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [42391/13]

08/10/2013WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 674 of 28 May 2013.  The position 
remains unchanged.

08/10/2013WRDD02950Mental Health Services Provision

08/10/2013WRDD03000592. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the recruitment of staff to community mental health services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42392/13]

08/10/2013WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Govern-
ment has prioritised the reform of our mental health services in line with A Vision for Change 
and is committed in particular to the delivery of more and better quality care in the community.  
Additional funding totalling €70 million and some 900 new posts have been provided as part of 
the last two Budgets primarily to strengthen Community Mental Health Teams for both adults 
and children and to enhance specialist community mental health services for older people with a 
mental illness, those with an intellectual disability and mental illness and forensic mental health 
services in line with A Vision for Change. 

Of the 414 posts allocated in 2012, as at the 26 August, the recruitment process is complete 
for 376 or 91%, of the posts.  A number of the remaining posts are at various stages in the 



Questions - Written Answers

376

recruitment process.  In addition, there are a number of posts for which there are difficulties 
in identifying suitable candidates due to various factors including the availability of qualified 
candidates and geographical location.  Of the 477 posts approved in 2013, as at 30 August 2013, 
the process is complete for 15 of these posts with 225 posts in the final stages and a further 184 
posts at various stages in the recruitment process.  This means that almost 86% of posts are in 
the recruitment process.  The remaining  posts are in the HSE approvals process.   

I have received assurances from the HSE that the filling of these posts is being given priority 
within the HSE.

08/10/2013WRDD03150Health Services Staff Issues

08/10/2013WRDD03200593. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the progress being made in meeting the Health Service Executive staffing targets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42393/13]

08/10/2013WRDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets.  The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.  This policy requires 
the health service to reduce its workforce to 98,938 wholetime equivalent employees (WTEs) 
by the end of 2013. 

The total number employed in the public health sector at the end of August 2013 was 100,578 
WTEs, a decrease of 928 WTEs from the 2012 outturn of 101,506 WTEs.  

The Incentivised Career Break Scheme which was rolled out in the HSE earlier this year 
was a targeted measure to contribute towards the reduction in employment numbers required.  
To date, around 360 staff have been given approval to avail of the scheme.  The HSE has been 
asked to review the scheme to establish whether there is potential for more staff to be released, 
in light of the additional capacity available under the additional working hours provisions of the 
Haddington Road Agreement.

A targeted Voluntary Redundancy Scheme in the HSE and in organisations funded by the 
HSE has also been approved.  It will be implemented on a rolling basis as areas and functions 
to be targeted are identified, e.g. as hospital groups are brought into being.  There will be no 
automatic right to redundancy. 

08/10/2013WRDD03350Health Promotion Issues

08/10/2013WRDD03400594. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the implemen-
tation plan to support the actions and initiatives in Healthy Ireland – A Framework for Improved 
Health and Wellbeing 2013 – 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42394/13]

08/10/2013WRDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since the publication of Healthy Ireland - 
a framework for improved health & wellbeing earlier this year, the focus of my Department 
has been on underpinning the structures on which the future work of Healthy Ireland can be 
progressed and establishing clear structures and accountability mechanisms for implementa-
tion.  The implementation of Healthy Ireland is being overseen by the Cabinet Committee on 
Social Policy.  A key feature of the development of Healthy Ireland is the engagement and col-
laboration across Government Departments and other public sector bodies.  Such collaboration 
continues to be a significant feature of the implementation strategy.  Critical to this success is 
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an active, central Government policy driven approach where Healthy Ireland’s actions are sys-
tematically embedded into the policies and programmes of relevant Government Departments, 
local authorities and statutory agencies.  It is equally important that there is active engagement 
at local level, empowering and supporting people to be as healthy as they can be for as long as 
possible. 

The development of an implementation plan requires cross-departmental input and progress 
is currently being focused on a number of key actions including:

- the establishment of a Health and Wellbeing Directorate in the HSE,

- the establishment of a Health & Wellbeing Programme Office in my Department,

- the development of a National Plan for Physical Activity,

- an awareness campaign on tackling the problem of childhood obesity,

- the development of an implementation plan for positive ageing,

- the development of branding guidelines,

- the development of an outcomes framework, and

- the development of a research and data plan.

These processes are underway.

08/10/2013WRDD03550Dental Services Expenditure

08/10/2013WRDD03600595. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding provided 
under the medical card scheme for dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42399/13]

08/10/2013WRDD03700596. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the numbers and proportions of 
medical card holders that avail of the entitlement to a free dental examination each year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42400/13]

08/10/2013WRDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 595 and 596 together.

The 2013 budget for the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) is €63m.

The total number of medical card holders (over 16 years of age) at the end of December 
2012 was over 1.421 million.

Over 396,000 dental examinations were provided to medical card holders under the DTSS 
during 2012 i.e. almost 28% of eligible medical card holders availed of the examination. 

08/10/2013WREE00150Psychological Services

08/10/2013WREE00200597. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the private companies that 
currently provide child-adult psychiatric and psychological services in the Munster region; the 
procurement procedure used in selecting such companies; the budget in 2013 for child-adult 
psychiatric services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42407/13]
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08/10/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

 Question No. 598 answered with Question No. 543.

 Question No. 599 answered with Question No. 561.

08/10/2013WREE00550Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2013WREE00600600. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the numbers of women 
who availed of the BreastCheck screening service in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to 
the end of September 2013; if access is open and equitable across the State; the areas not yet 
fully catered to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42432/13]

08/10/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy’s question relates to service de-
livery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

08/10/2013WREE00725Substance Misuse

08/10/2013WREE00800601. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the increasing 
diversity of illicit drugs and prescribed drugs being abused in deprived parts of cities and towns 
and increasingly in conjunction with increased consumption of cheap alcohol and consequent 
damage to persons, families and communities, the way he will work with communities in fac-
ing the challenges of addiction and health resulting from these patterns of poly-drug use among 
varying age groups; if he is committed to a local integrated solution based approach; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42435/13]

08/10/2013WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Drugs misuse con-
tinues to be one of the most significant challenges facing our country.   It is highly destructive 
and has devastating effects on individuals, relationships, families, communities and society in 
general.  Recent trends indicate that levels of illicit drug use remained stable in Ireland between 
2006/7 and 2010/11.  However, polydrug use is increasingly becoming the norm among those 
who take drugs.  The use of two or more substances, often including alcohol, presents substan-
tial risks to those involved, as well as increased challenges for treatment personnel.  Moreover, 
there is clear evidence in relation to the harms caused by alcohol use and misuse to individuals 
and to Irish society.

Proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations in the Steering 
Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy 2012.  These proposals cover all of the 
areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing, controls on alco-
hol advertising and sponsorship and any attended impact on the revenue streams of organisa-
tions; labelling of alcohol products; measures on access and availability of alcohol and a social 
responsibility levy on the drinks industry.  The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has con-
sidered these proposals and it is intended to bring forward a finalised package of proposals for 
consideration by Government very shortly.  In the meantime, work on developing a framework 
for the necessary Department of Health legislation is continuing.

The levels of usage of some prescription medicines, in particular benzodiazepines and z-
drugs, are also a matter of concern.  As the Deputy will be aware, my Department is preparing 
amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1988 which will include the introduction of 
measures to address the problem of the illicit trading and supply of benzodiazepines and z-
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drugs and other updates to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations.  The proposed draft Regulations 
constitute a major amendment to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations.  The Government is com-
mitted to maintaining the integrated partnership approach which is a hallmark of the National 
Drugs Strategy.  To this end, I will be meeting with representatives of the statutory, community 
and voluntary sectors and the Drug and Alcohol Task Forces in the coming weeks in order to 
strengthen and consolidate this approach, including at the local level.

08/10/2013WREE00950Marine Competency Certification

08/10/2013WREE01000602. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has examined the current qualification system for Irish skippers and former fishermen hop-
ing to work in the offshore wind industry; if his attention has been drawn to the restriction of 
Irish Masters ticket holders to Irish waters only and the adverse impact this restriction could 
pose to the continued employment of some Irish skippers and former fishermen in the offshore 
wind industry; if he intends to address the lack of certification for former fishermen to reflect 
their years of service in the Irish marine industry; and if he has examined the possibilities open 
to former skippers and fishermen to seek alternative employment in offshore wind installation 
and maintenance programmes.  [41883/13]

08/10/2013WREE01100603. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he intends to liaise with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to examine certi-
fication and retraining proposals to redeploy unemployed Irish fishermen and skippers into the 
offshore energy industry, such as in offshore wind installation and maintenance programmes. 
[41911/13]

08/10/2013WREE01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 602 and 603 together.

The certification of seafarers, including fishermen, is governed strictly by the International 
Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch-
keeping (STCW).  The STCW convention allows for maritime administrations to issue national 
certification for domestic waters, but any certification for vessels on international voyages must 
comply in full with the STCW provisions.

My Department has published two Marine Notices to facilitate skippers and fishermen to 
attain an STCW qualification that would enable them to work in the wider marine sector.  The 
first, Marine Notice 2 of 2009, sets out the process whereby certain fishermen can convert their 
existing qualifications to obtain the necessary Certificates of Competency to allow them to take 
up employment on stand-by, seismic survey or oceanographic research vessels.  The second, 
Marine Notice 3 of 2009, gives details of how skippers holding particular Irish qualifications for 
fishing vessels can convert these to Certificates of Competency for certain merchant shipping 
qualifications.  A skipper’s relevant experience will also be taken into account in this process.  
In addition, my Department is also considering at this time the possibility of introducing new 
provisions to enable the employment of persons with particular fishing vessel qualifications to 
work on certain domestic cargo vessels operating exclusively within the State.

08/10/2013WREE01250Road Projects Status

08/10/2013WREE01300604. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
Kilkenny ring road will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42099/13]
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08/10/2013WREE01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act. Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

08/10/2013WREE01450Public Transport Initiatives

08/10/2013WREE01500605. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a public transport walking initiative in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41873/13]

08/10/2013WREE01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am very familiar 
with the Initiative referred to in this PQ having met with Mr. Murphy in August this year.  My 
Department has endeavoured to respond to the correspondence received and I have also sought 
the views of the National Transport Authority (NTA) on the matter.  I have commend the work 
that Mr. Murphy is doing in terms of promoting the “Sli na Slainte” walking initiative.

Mr. Murphy proposes the use of signage on buses, trains and Luas stops/stations that would 
incorporate the Sli na Slainte logo.  These signs would advocate walking 30 minutes every day.  
While I fully support the intention of such a campaign, given the undeniable benefits of walking 
from a health and environmental perspective, it is the case that this campaign fits more under 
the umbrella of a health initiative than a public transport initiative.  Nevertheless I did meet with 
Mr. Murphy and a representative of the NTA to assess the potential of assisting in this initiative.  
The NTA indicated that they cannot accommodate the “Sli na Slainte” symbol and message on 
bus stop information panels, due to space restrictions, bilingual requirements and overall leg-
ibility of the information sign.

In relation to bus shelters, where more space is available for information panels, the NTA 
intends providing local area maps with transport information as well as local area destination 
information.  As part of the local area map, the Authority will be including a walking distance 
indicator from the bus shelter location, in a style that is in keeping with the overall mapping.  
The NTA have undertaken to meet with Mr Murphy along with their graphic designers to ex-
amine design options to also incorporate  a version of this health message on the bus shelter 
information panels.  I understand that this engagement is to take place shortly.

08/10/2013WREE01650Tourism Projects Funding

08/10/2013WREE01700606. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will report on the decision to allocate funding to the Dublin Now project; the cost-benefit analy-
sis of the project that has taken place; if he is satisfied that it will provide a benefit to the local 
economy.  [41904/13]

08/10/2013WREE01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.
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08/10/2013WREE01850Tourism Promotion

08/10/2013WREE01900607. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ad-
ditional efforts Fáilte Ireland has made in 2013 to bring extra visitors here and, in particular, 
the those tourists interested in golf; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41934/13]

08/10/2013WREE02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for the State tourism agencies.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question 
to Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

08/10/2013WREE02050Sports Capital Programme Administration

08/10/2013WREE02100608. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
regarding the introduction of a sports capital grant programme. [41956/13]

08/10/2013WREE02200609. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when ap-
plications will be called for the next round of funding under the sports capital programme; the 
approximate timing of when they are to be submitted to the Department and the expected date 
on which they will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41981/13]

08/10/2013WREE02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 608 and 609 together.

No decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.  Any future rounds of the Programme will be advertised in the national press.  Any 
interested group should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this will be the only way 
to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

08/10/2013WREE02350Public Transport Issues

08/10/2013WREE02400610. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
contact the chief executive officer of Iarnród Éireann to ensure the number of security personnel 
at Howth Junction-Donaghmede DART station are not reduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [42004/13]

08/10/2013WREE02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/10/2013WREE02550Noise Pollution Issues

08/10/2013WREE02600611. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the disturbance being caused to residents of an estate (details supplied) 
in Dublin 11 by aeroplanes flying over their houses between 11 p.m. and 4 a.m.  [42009/13]

08/10/2013WREE02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no statutory 
function in this matter.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA)  for direct reply on the basis that the IAA has certain statutory responsiblities for noise 
related issues at Dublin Airport.  Please contact my Private Office if  you do not hear back from 
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the IAA within 10 working days.  Issues concerning air pollution fall within the remit of my 
colleague the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.

08/10/2013WREE02750Road Toll Operators

08/10/2013WREE02800612. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to renegotiate the subvention that is currently being paid to the operator of the M3 motor-
way; when the current contract with the operator will end; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42038/13]

08/10/2013WREE02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  In addition, the statutory power to levy 
tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private in-
vestors in respect of national roads is vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as 
amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007).  I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not  
receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/10/2013WREE02950Public Bike Schemes

08/10/2013WREE03000613. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will request from Dublin City Council a detailed update on the progress and expected date of 
completion for the roll out of the next phase of Dublinbikes.  [42051/13]

08/10/2013WREE03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Decisions regard-
ing the expansion of the Dublinbikes scheme and progress made to date are matters falling 
entirely within the remit of Dublin City Council and the National Transport Authority (NTA), 
given their role in the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area as well as the development of an integrated, accessible public transport network.  
Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/10/2013WREE03150Motor Tax Collection

08/10/2013WREE03200614. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 487 of 1 October 2013, if a logbook may be released to An Garda 
Síochána for a vehicle (details supplied) in County Wicklow for their inspection in order to pay 
road tax at the large public service vehicle rate, in view of the fact that the vehicle registration 
tax has been paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42124/13]

08/10/2013WREE03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the provi-
sions of Section 131(5)(b) of the Finance Act, 1992, a Vehicle Registration Certificate may not 
issue for a vehicle unless motor tax has been paid.  I understand that the vehicle in question was 
taxed by the owner at Wicklow motor tax office on 3 October 2013 and a Vehicle Registration 
Certificate (log book) issued from my Department on 4th October.
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08/10/2013WRFF00150Rail Network

08/10/2013WRFF00200615. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the future plans for metro north to provide rail transport for Swords and 
north County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42128/13]

08/10/2013WRFF00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Metro North, comes under the remit of the NTA.   Following the 
comprehensive review of capital expenditure carried out in 2011 and against the background of 
difficult funding realities a decision was taken to defer the Metro North project together with 
a number of other proposed new projects. Given the limited funds available, the decision was 
taken that the main priority to 2016 is to protect investment made to date, to maintain safety 
standards and to progress affordable projects such as Luas Cross City which add value to the 
existing network.  

In early 2011 arising from its statutory remit, the NTA published a “Draft Transport Strat-
egy for the Greater Dublin Area 2011-2030”.  That Draft Transport Strategy identified that Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) schemes could play a significant role in the provision of public transport 
in the Dublin region. 

Subsequent to the publication of the Draft Transport Strategy, the Authority published, in 
October of last year, a report titled “Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) - Core Dublin Network”.  That 
report identified two key BRT routes: Blanchardstown to N11 (UCD); and Malahide Road 
(starting at Clongriffin) to Tallaght.

In addition, it identified that while a third corridor - the Swords/Airport to City Centre cor-
ridor - would require a rail-based solution in the longer term, a BRT scheme along this corridor 
could cater for the projected transport demand in the short term.

The Authority is currently progressing initial designs for the three BRT schemes including 
the Swords/Airport Corridor, with the objective of reaching the stage of public consultation on 
route options later this year or early next year.  In terms of progression to possible construction, 
the current capital programme up to 2016 only has funding for design and planning costs and 
does not include any funding provision for construction.

I have asked my officials to prepare a Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport 
which will inform future investment plans and in particular the next capital plan from 2017.  
This  work, which will include a review of Metro North as well as other projects such as BRT, 
is underway.  This plan will address the needs of the Swords/Airport Corridor and establish 
overall priorities having regard to available funding.

As the Deputy will appreciate, given the funding constraints I face, my priority is on main-
taining and modernising existing infrastructure rather than building new infrastructure.

08/10/2013WRFF00350Road Safety Issues

08/10/2013WRFF00400616. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider the mandatory introduction of speed limiters in cars for persons under the age of 
21; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42271/13]
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08/10/2013WRFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Earlier this year, a 
study was carried out on behalf of the European Commission into the implementation of Direc-
tive 92/6/EEC (as amended by directive 2002/85/EC) on speed limitation devices and relevant 
effects.  The study asked Member States to comment on the effectiveness of the Directive and 
its possible extension to include light goods vehicles and cars in the scope of vehicles requiring 
speed limiters to be fitted.  Ireland has taken the position, expressed through the Road Safety 
Authority, that there is currently no justification to extend the scope of this Directive to other 
categories of vehicles. While I accept that younger drivers contribute disproportionately to road 
collisions, I am not convinced that the mandatory introduction of speed limiters would be either 
effective or practical.

08/10/2013WRFF00550Driving Licence Issues

08/10/2013WRFF00600617. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on mutual recognition of Irish driving licences with the province of Ontario, 
Canada, where numerous Irish persons currently reside; if he will provide an update on activi-
ties by the Road Safety Authority and the Irish embassy in Ottawa on having their Irish driving 
licences recognised and setting up a reciprocal recognition scheme between the jurisdictions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42278/13]

08/10/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An exchange rela-
tionship on driving licences with other jurisdictions involves a mutual examination of the driver 
licensing regimes to make sure that they are compatible.  On the Irish side, this task is under-
taken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  Following engagement with the Irish Embassy in 
Ottawa, a number of provinces in Canada were identified where progress might be made, and it 
was decided to prioritise Ontario as it is now home to a large community of Irish people.    

I understand from the RSA that it has provided the authorities in Ontario with comprehen-
sive details of the driver licensing system in Ireland and that it has received details of the On-
tario system from the authorities there.  I also understand that there is regular contact through 
the Irish Embassy and that clarifications are being sought by both sides. Indications are that 
there are unlikely to be difficulties in reaching an agreement with Ontario so far as the Irish 
side is concerned, although, of course, any agreement must be mutually accepted.  The RSA is 
continuing to pursue these matters with a view to reaching an agreement as soon as practicable.

In addition, the RSA asked the Irish Embassy to forward the material on the Irish licensing 
system which they prepared for the authorities in Ontario to all the other licensing authorities in 
Canada.  The RSA has recently been informed that progress has been made with the authorities 
in Newfoundland and Labrador, who have examined the Irish licensing system and are satisfied 
that progress can be made.  The RSA has now received material from the authorities in New-
foundland and Labrador on their licensing systems, which are now being studied.

08/10/2013WRFF00750Road Safety Issues

08/10/2013WRFF00800618. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has completed the national review of speed limits; when it is anticipated that this 
report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42286/13]

08/10/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
established a stakeholder group to progress a review of speed limits nationally. The Automobile 
Association, An Garda Síochána, the Road Safety Authority, the National Roads Authority, rep-
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resentatives of local authorities and the National Transport Authority accepted my invitation to 
participate in the Working Group. As the Deputy will appreciate, this is an issue which requires 
detailed consideration.  I anticipate that the Group will report to me shortly and I will give care-
ful consideration to any recommendations contained in their Report.

08/10/2013WRFF00950Parking Charges

08/10/2013WRFF01000619. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the increase of 25% on parking fees at the Luas park and ride facility at a location (details 
supplied) in Dublin 14; the reasons for this sudden increase; if the 25% increase will be utilised 
to improve parking facilities at the park and ride; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42327/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  This is an opera-
tional matter for the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the RPA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

08/10/2013WRFF01150Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2013WRFF01200620. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to a draft report from Fáilte Ireland which indicates that the presence of 
wind farms has a negative impact on the future likelihood of visiting Ireland for 24% of tourists 
surveyed at various locations here, which was completed in 2013 when just 1,200 or so on shore 
turbines are in place; his views on whether the plans by wind power companies to treble this 
number and significantly increase the number of tourists who will indicate a negative view on 
returning; his views on whether that since the current tourism market is valued at €5.7 billion, 
that this will represent a significant price to be paid for such on shore wind developments across 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [42337/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Fáilte Ireland is 
a prescribed body under Planning and Development legislation for all planning applications 
which may have a significant impact from a tourism perspective. In 2007 in order to inform tour-
ism policy on wind farm developments Fáilte Ireland undertook significant research amongst 
both overseas and domestic visitors, to determine visitor attitudes towards wind farms. This re-
search was repeated in 2012, to determine any changes in visitor attitudes over that period. This 
research is about to be published as a position paper by Fáilte Ireland and allows an evidence 
based approach to be taken to the evaluation of the potential tourism impact of wind farm ap-
plications in Ireland by the National Tourism Development Authority.    

As part of this research visitors were asked to comment on a variety of preferences in rela-
tion to the number, size, and location of wind farms. The results indicate that visitors prefer 
wind farms with larger turbines, but in smaller numbers, to offset the size of the individual 
farms. Inland sites, away from immediate accommodation views are seen as more acceptable 
for visitors compared to coastal locations, which are less favoured for the development of wind 
farms. 

Visitors were also asked to comment on their likelihood to return to an area should further 
wind farms be built. The most widely held view is that this would not impact the likelihood 
of returning to the area, with a slightly greater majority saying that this would have a positive 
rather than a negative impact. However importantly 24% (a slight increase on 2007 at 21%) 
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did state that this would have a negative impact on their likelihood to return to the area in the 
future. It is considered that potential impacts such as this could possibly be avoided or miti-
gated if future wind farms are designed and located appropriately to take visitor preferences in 
to consideration. 

It is based upon these visitor preferences that Fáilte Ireland advocates for the appropriate 
design and siting of wind farms in Ireland on behalf of the tourism industry.

08/10/2013WRFF01350Rail Services

08/10/2013WRFF01400621. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline Irish Rail’s new policy of less carriages per journey during off-peak hours as an energy 
saving measures; if he will provide in tabular form the number of carriages on each train com-
mencing from, passing through, or arriving at stations (details supplied) in County Wicklow on 
the DART timetable; if a review by Irish Rail of the new policy has taken place, in view of the 
overcrowding that has occurred on some of the journeys with less carriages.  [42342/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann in conjunction, as appropriate, with the National Transport Author-
ity and I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/10/2013WRFF01550Departmental Funding

08/10/2013WRFF01600622. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided to the Road Safety Authority and the way it is spent. [42350/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01700623. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ini-
tiatives the Road Safety Authority has taken yearly from 2011 and how much have they cost. 
[42351/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01800624. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level of 
co-operation that exists with the road safety agencies in Northern Ireland. [42352/13]

08/10/2013WRFF01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 622 to 624, inclusive, together.  

Exchequer funding allocated to the Road Safety Authority in 2013 is €7,802,000.  Under 
the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) 
the Road Safety Authority has responsibility its own expenditure and the way it is allocated. In-
ter agency relations are also a matter for the Road Safety Authority.  Noting this I have referred 
the Deputy’s questions to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/10/2013WRFF01950Airlines Regulations

08/10/2013WRFF02000625. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether the application of the one bag rule is having an adverse impact on airport 
shopping; if he has considered supporting a proposed change to EU legislation to allow pas-
sengers to bring on board a reasonable quantity of their shopping purchased in airport shops; his 
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views on whether some airlines operating here are currently applying a very stringent one bag 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42357/13]

08/10/2013WRFF02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question re-
fers to the so-called ‘one bag rule’ imposed by some airlines whereby they restrict to one, the 
number of bags that can be brought into the cabin of an aircraft by passengers.    

This is currently a matter of individual airline policy and is not regulated under EU law.  
Under proposals published by the European Commission to amend Regulations 261/2004 and 
2027/97 concerning air passengers’ rights, the Commission has tabled a new Article to Regula-
tion (EC) No. 2027/97 that will make it more transparent what charges will apply for passengers 
who wish to bring baggage into the cabin of an aircraft and I welcome this proposed change. 
However, it will remain a matter for airlines to decide on the fares and conditions of carriage for 
passengers and their baggage. I understand the concerns of retailers at airports. 

However, the Commission has not proposed regulating in this area as pricing and conditions 
of carriage are commercial freedoms for airlines.  The greater transparency provisions proposed 
by the Commission will ensure that passengers are better informed about what restrictions ap-
ply as under these proposals, airlines will have to make these known to passengers both on 
booking and at check-in. 

08/10/2013WRFF02150Rail Services

08/10/2013WRFF02200626. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to improve the rail network throughout the State; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42367/13]

08/10/2013WRFF02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
and the National Transport Authority are working with Iarnród Éireann to increase the effi-
ciency and attractiveness of existing rail services. 

The Government continues to provide substantial Exchequer investment in the rail net-
work despite the significant financial challenges.  In the past two years a total of almost €385 
million has been invested in Iarnród Éireann. Despite the reduced level of funding available, 
my Department has allocated over €135m towards the rail network this year.  In addition to 
safety related works Iarnród Éireann is undertaking infrastructural works to improve journey 
times such as removing or upgrading level-crossings, providing automated ticketing machines, 
improving station facilities - all of which contribute to making the railway more competitive 
and attractive to passengers. 

The overall investment in railway safety is in excess of €1.5 billion since 1999 when the 
Railway Safety Programme commenced. There has also been significant investment in rolling 
stock, on upgrading the Kildare route and opening new routes such as Cork Commuter route, 
Navan Phase 1and Phase 1 of the Western Rail Corridor. 

The priority for our public transport network must be to aim for a better return from the 
existing public transport system, through targeted investment, better use of existing resources 
and by using smart technology to make public transport more responsive and user friendly. 
The limited funding available over and above this priority will only be provided for projects 
which are affordable, meet overall transport objectives and deliver the best return in terms of 
economic recovery and job creation. Moreover the ability to operate profitably and without the 
need for any subsidy would also be a key consideration for any new projects.
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In addition to capital investment, Iarnród Éireann also received a total allocation of €127m 
in 2013 for Public Service Obligation (PSO) services. The Board of CIÉ are also pursuing a 
range of measures to address the financial position, including cost reductions across the three 
operating companies, so that the CIÉ’s rail and bus services can be provided efficiently and cost 
effectively over the Plan period.

08/10/2013WRFF02350Rail Services

08/10/2013WRFF02400627. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will provide details of any proposals to work with the Six Counties Executive on joint 
projects to improve the rail network on the island; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[42368/13]

08/10/2013WRFF02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Officials in my De-
partment maintain regular contact with their counterparts in the Department for Regional De-
velopment in Belfast regarding railway infrastructure issues.  For example officials from both 
administrations met on a number of occasions to discuss the Trans European Network (Ten-T) 
and Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) Regulations during the period when both Regulations 
were being developed. Both regulations were agreed with Parliament during the Irish Presi-
dency and officials from Belfast were kept informed about the Regulations as they progressed 
through co-decision.

Other examples of Departmental cross border co-operation include the preparation of joint 
papers for discussion on railway issues under the North-South Ministerial Council and the suc-
cessful application for Interreg IVA funding towards the redevelopment of Portadown railway 
station.  My officials will continue to engage with officials from the Department for Regional 
Development regarding the railway network on the island of Ireland.

08/10/2013WRFF02550EU Funding

08/10/2013WRFF02600628. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has made any application for EU funding relating to the development of the rail network; 
the detail of any such applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42370/13]

08/10/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Trans 
European Network–Transport (Ten-T) 2007-2013, €9.4m has been allocated for expenditure on 
the Planning & Design phase of the Tunnel element of the DART Underground programme.    
Three applications relating to the rail network were submitted by my Department this year 
under the Ten-T 2012 Calls.  I understand that the application in respect of the Studies element 
for the next phase of the City Centre Re-signalling Project has been successful. Formal con-
firmation of this Decision is expected to be published shortly by the Ten-T Executive Agency. 
The two unsuccessful applications related to the preliminary planning for the new Centralised 
Traffic Control Centre and the works to remove the Level Crossing at Reilly’s Crossing on the 
Dublin to Maynooth railway line. Competition for funding under the 2012 calls was very high 
with 4.25 times the budget being applied for through the Multi Annual Call and for the Annual 
Call the budget was oversubscribed by 2.09 times.

It is expected that a further Call will be announced in December 2013 and my Department 
will engage again with its agencies to examine the scope for submitting further applications. 

In addition to Ten-T funding, €18.15 million in co-funding under the European Regional 
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Development Fund (ERDF) 2007-2013 has been allocated in respect of two rail projects in the 
BMW region, namely for the elimination of speed restrictions and new rolling stock.

08/10/2013WRFF02750Sports Funding

08/10/2013WRFF02800629. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has analysed the financial contribution to the Exchequer of sporting clubs and bod-
ies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42395/13]

08/10/2013WRFF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Sport makes a sig-
nificant contribution to the economy and is an important driver of growth and employment. The 
sport sector’s contribution to the economy includes sports tourism, ticket sales, subscriptions 
and the cost of playing sport, together with the purchase of sports equipment and an economic 
value of time given by volunteers.     

The “Assessment of Economic Impact of Sport in Ireland” published in 2010 shows that 
there is a very significant return on Government investment and expenditure on sport in Ire-
land. Based on figures for 2008, it estimated that overall Government expenditure on grants, 
capital investment and other sport-related expenditures amounted to €618.3 million. However 
the Government sector as a whole received a total of €922.4 million in revenues from taxes on 
sport-supported expenditures and incomes, in addition to revenues from sports facilities. 

Sports clubs throughout the country have a significant impact on the economy, as they gen-
erate €733 million per year from areas including subscription fees, green fees and bar and food 
revenue.  The vast majority of these clubs, which number approximately 12,000, are conducted 
on a voluntary basis, which serves to increase the economic gain generated from their operation.

08/10/2013WRFF02950Road Tolls

08/10/2013WRFF03000630. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
are penalties imposed on operators of toll roads where the tolling equipment does not function 
properly; the quality controls and service level reviews that are undertaken; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42397/13]

08/10/2013WRFF03100631. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if sta-
tistics are maintained for failures of road tolling equipment to read electronic toll tags; if such 
figures are available, if he will publish same broken down by toll bridge and direction of travel; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42398/13]

08/10/2013WRFF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 630 and 631 together.   

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

In addition, the statutory power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and 
to enter into toll agreements with private investors in respect of national roads is vested in the 
NRA under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 
2000 and the Roads Act 2007). 
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Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/10/2013WRFF03250Road Projects Expenditure

08/10/2013WRFF03300632. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
continue to fund the Dungloe to Kilraine N56 scheme in County Donegal; the timeframe he 
foresees on the next stage of this scheme going to construction; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42404/13]

08/10/2013WRFF03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

08/10/2013WRFF03450Capital Programme Expenditure

08/10/2013WRFF03500633. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to develop a western arc from Cork to Belfast, which has equal priority to the current eastern 
arc; if his Department has set out or plans to set out any timeframe for the development of rail, 
motorway, energy and broadband links for the west and north-west; if any consideration has 
been given towards the support for the western corridor; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [42525/13]

08/10/2013WRFF03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government’s 
policy in relation to the funding of capital projects to 2016, including the development of rail 
and road links, is set out in the “Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-16: Medium Term 
Exchequer Framework”. Due to the overall reduction in funding for transport infrastructure the 
priority to 2016 is to protect investment made to date and to maintain safety standards.   The lim-
ited funding available over and above this priority will only be provided for projects which are 
affordable, meet overall transport objectives and deliver the best return in terms of economic 
recovery and job creation.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the Programme for Government and in particular 
the commitment that: “We will insist that major capital projects are subjected to proper cost-
benefit analysis and evaluation, improving future productivity and growth prospects, and that 
the value-for-money obtained is significantly enhanced compared to the most recent period.”

Despite the current financial position, a number of key PPP road projects are being pro-
gressed as part of the Government’s Stimulus Package, among them, the N17/N18 Gort to 
Tuam. Subject to the finalisation of funding arrangements for the N17/N18, it is hoped that the 
project will go to construction in 2014. The development of other national routes, along the 
Atlantic Corridor remains a longer-term objective of this Government.  The motorway to Gort 
was completed in 2010 and in 2012 the only national road which commenced construction was 
the N5 Ballaghderreen By-Pass.
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In relation to public transport I recently opened a new rail station at Oranmore.  Other funds 
are being devoted to improving and integrating the public transport service in Galway with 
main rail and bus station upgrades, bus lane extensions, provision of Real Time Passenger In-
formation, a city bikes scheme, and a range of projects to promote walking and cycling. Fund-
ing is also being provided for the railway safety programme at around €100m per annum which 
benefits all the network. I have  no plans to extend the Western Rail Corridor as there are no 
funds to develop new rail links in any part of the country or to provide subsidies for more loss 
making routes.

Matters relating to energy and broadband come under the remit of my colleague the Minis-
ter for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.  Finally, I have indicated to the House 
previously, there are no plans to develop a so-called “Western Arc”, or indeed a so-called “East-
ern Arc”.


