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  Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 8 to 56, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 57 to 64, inclusive, answered orally.

01/10/2013WRA00550Sport and Recreational Development

01/10/2013WRA0060065. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has had 
any discussions with the Department of Health, the sports authorities and the Health Service 
Executive regarding the possibility of establishing a sports and exercise department in the HSE, 
in order to ensure that the role of exercise fitness and well being is given adequate attention in 
our health care system.  [40896/13]

01/10/2013WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I have no responsibility in relation to the HSE or the operational structures established 
within the HSE. It is entirely a matter for the Department of Health and the HSE as to how their 
operational structures are organised.

The contribution of sport to health and the prevention of illness and disability is very sig-
nificant. The health benefits that can be gained from participation in sport and physical activity 
are significant, not just for the individual but also for our health system, with the consequent 
reduction in the demand on health services. One of the most urgent health issues in Ireland is 
obesity, which costs Ireland €1.13 billion per year. An increase in sport and physical activity 
would help reduce these costs and increase the overall health of the country.

One of the commitments in Healthy Ireland, the Government Framework for Improved 
Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025, is to develop a plan to promote increased physical activ-
ity levels across the population.  A cross-sectoral working group, which will be co-chaired by 
the Department of Health and my Department, has been established to develop this plan. It 
will provide a strong focus for modifying unhealthy life habits and promoting awareness of 
the benefits of physical activity, not just for health, but also in a wider socioeconomic con-
text.  The group, which met for the first time on 12 September 2013, has agreed that the Plan 
will focus on operational issues to encourage greater participation in, and greater recognition 
of the importance of, physical activity.

01/10/2013WRA00750Traffic Management

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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01/10/2013WRA0080066. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the recent National Transport Authority publication City Centre Transport Assessment Study; 
the actions he will take following this report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40828/13]

01/10/2013WRA0090084. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has examined the recommendations contained in the recently completed City Centre Trans-
port Assessment Study; his views on this study in view of his Department’s ongoing work in 
improving traffic management in Dublin city. [40434/13]

01/10/2013WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 84 together.

These questions are about the National Transport Authority’s transport assessment study.  
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has a statutory responsibility for the strategic plan-
ning of transport in the Greater Dublin Area.  In the performance of that function, they have 
commenced a transport assessment study in relation to Dublin City Centre.  I understand from 
the NTA that this work is at a preliminary stage and that a draft document was prepared for 
the purposes of discussion and analysis with Dublin City Council.  The NTA and Dublin City 
Council are jointly assessing and analysing these initial proposals, together with other pro-
posals and initiatives, and are working towards producing a joint report which would then go 
through a public consultation process.  It is anticipated that this joint report would be published 
for consultation early next year.

01/10/2013WRA01050Cycling Policy

01/10/2013WRA0110067. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
considering the introduction of lower rate on-the-spot fines for cyclists who break the law 
which could be more regularly applied and would take into account the lower level of danger 
presented by cyclists to the public. [40905/13]

01/10/2013WRA01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): From time to time, 
my Department receives complaints from the public regarding the behaviour of some cyclists, 
including cycling on footpaths, colliding with pedestrians and going through red traffic lights. 
These are all offences under the Road Traffic Acts.  Section 108 of the 1961 Act places an ob-
ligation on a cyclist to give a name, address and date of birth on demand to a member of the 
Garda Síochána, where that member suspects that an offence has been committed under the 
Road Traffic Acts. Currently, such offences are prosecuted in court and where a conviction fol-
lows that prosecution, a fine not exceeding €1,000 may be applied. To date, the amount of the 
fine levied has been significantly lower than the maximum fine.

More recently, it has been argued that this method of enforcement does not represent best 
use of either Garda or Court resources. Accordingly, Action 92 of the 2013 to 2020 Road Safety 
Strategy provides that the Department should “legislate for the extension of fixed charge notices 
to other offences including those related to cyclists and driver’s hours”. The completion date for 
that Action is Quarter 2, 2014.  In preparing the legislation to include offences committed by 
cyclists in the fixed charge system, I will be giving consideration to the level of the fixed charge 
amount for such offences. I will set that amount so as to give recognition to the offence itself 
and to encourage payment within the prescribed timeframes provided for under the legislation, 
thereby keeping those cases out of the courts.
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01/10/2013WRA01250Pension Provisions

01/10/2013WRA0130068. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the Dún 
Laoghaire Harbour Company has prepared a funding proposal in relation to the funding status 
of the defined benefit pension scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40888/13]

01/10/2013WRA01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In common with 
many such schemes the Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company defined benefit superannuation 
scheme is in deficit and must therefore submit a funding proposal to the Pensions Board.  The 
preparation and submission of funding proposals is a statutory requirement of the Pensions 
Acts and regulated by the Pensions Board.  I am aware that the Company and the trustees of the 
scheme have held discussions with scheme members regarding the required funding proposal. 
The submission of any funding proposal to the Pensions Board is a matter for the trustees of the 
superannuation scheme and not something in which I or my Department have any role.

01/10/2013WRA01450Road Network

01/10/2013WRA0150069. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of his Department’s plans for the proposed construction of the Limerick to 
Cork motorway as part of the Government’s capital expenditure budget; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40436/13]

01/10/2013WRA01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question re-
lates to the Limerick to Cork motorway the proposed M20.  As Minister for Transport, Tourism 
& Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads 
programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects is a matter 
for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of 
individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 
of the Roads Act.

Because of the national financial position, there have been very large reductions in roads 
expenditure over the past number of years and based on current figures there will be a further 
reduction next year.  In 2007 there were grants of €2.375 billion available towards national, 
regional and local roads; these grants have fallen to €719 million in 2013.  The NRA has a bud-
get of €318 million for improvement and maintenance works on the national roads network in 
2013. The reality is that the available funds do not match the amount of work which could be 
undertaken.  For this reason it is not possible to progress a range of worthwhile projects and the 
main focus has to be on the maintenance and repair of roads and this will remain the position 
in the coming years.  

In relation to projects of the scale of the M20, it is not feasible given current and future 
projections that the State would be in a position to build this from its own resources. Rather, 
it would be constructed through the PPP model. While this model involves the private sector 
carrying the construction risk, it does require the State to meet the initial design, planning and 
land purchase costs. In the case of the M20, to a significant degree more than any other roads 
project, these costs are prohibitive at present.

In 2011 I indicated to the NRA that they should withdraw their application to An Bord 
Pleanála for the M20 Cork to Limerick route. I was concerned that to proceed any further 
with the scheme to build the M20 would have exposed the NRA to significant costs arising 
from a consequent requirement to purchase the CPO’d land within a limited timeframe.  This 
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would have had to be done without the reasonable prospect of proceeding to construction stage 
quickly.  I do not believe the basis exists at present that would give confidence that a PPP of the 
scale of the M20 would be affordable or achievable and thereby justify commencing the project 
through planning again. However, this position is constantly under review.

01/10/2013WRA01650Sporting Organisations

01/10/2013WRA0170070. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has had any discussions with the Department of Justice and Equality regarding the ability of 
sporting bodies to register as charitable bodies and the potential for this to enhance philanthropy 
towards sporting bodies. [40897/13]

01/10/2013WRA01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question re-
lates to charitable status for sporting organisations.  In order to sustain the development of sport 
it is important that sporting organisations can secure alternative sources of investment, includ-
ing philanthropic donations. I believe that there is potential for philanthropy and charitable giv-
ing for areas of sport such as programme development and high performance and that charitable 
status for sporting organisations would be very helpful in this regard.  Sport contributes signifi-
cantly to our society and benefits the community in a variety of ways and in my view sporting 
organisations should be eligible to apply for approval as charities. The introduction of this mea-
sure would also give recognition to the contribution that sport makes to Irish society in terms 
of the advancement of public health, the economy, tourism, enhancing community welfare and 
Ireland’s reputation abroad.

One of the benefits of charitable status is the opportunity provided by the tax relief schemes 
available for charities. While there is an existing scheme for donations to sporting organisations, 
under Section 847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, it is restrictive in that it applies only to do-
nations for capital purposes. There is currently no tax relief available for donations for purposes 
such as programmes aimed at increasing participation and improving performance in sport. In 
many other countries, including the United Kingdom, such donations qualify for tax relief and 
have been shown to encourage people to sponsor particular athletes or programmes support-
ing participation and high performance.  As taxation issues are a matter for the Minister for 
Finance, I have asked him to consider the matter of charitable status for the National Governing 
Bodies of sport in the upcoming Budget.

01/10/2013WRA01850Sporting Organisations

01/10/2013WRA0190071. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
discussed with the Department of Finance the tax relief for donations to sporting bodies con-
tained in section 41 of the 2002 Finance Bill; his views on the scheme; and if it has succeeded 
in its objectives of maximising donations to sporting bodies and generally contributing to the 
funding of sport. [40893/13]

01/10/2013WRA02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The question is 
about tax relief for donations to sporting bodies.  Section 41 of the Finance Act, 2002 inserts 
Section 847A into the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 to provide a scheme of tax relief for rel-
evant donations to approved sports bodies for the funding of approved projects.  The Revenue 
Commissioners administer this scheme.  Under the scheme, if the Revenue Commissioners 
certify an organisation as an “approved sports body”, that body may then apply to the Depart-
ment of Transport, Tourism and Sport to have a project approved.  If the Department is satisfied 
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that the said project comes with the parameters of the scheme, and if the body provides the 
required documentation, the approved body is granted a certificate by the Department stating 
that the project is an approved project for the purposes of the tax relief. The nature of the tax 
relief for donations will depend on whether the taxpayer is a PAYE taxpayer, an individual on 
self-assessment, or a company.

It has not been necessary to have any discussion with the Minister for Finance regarding the 
scheme.  I can confirm that the Scheme is well received by sports clubs.  To date in 2013, the 
Department has approved 17 projects.  Since 2010, 81 separate projects have been approved.  
For further information on the scheme, interested organisations should contact the Revenue 
Commissioners in Nenagh.

01/10/2013WRA02050Tourism Policy

01/10/2013WRA0210072. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the recently launched tourism policy review. [40872/13]

01/10/2013WRA02200104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the tourism sector has developed or expanded in each of the past six years to 
date; the full extent of employment generated within the sector on an annual basis in each of 
the years referred to; the extent, if any, to which the tourism sector may become a vehicle for 
national economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40807/13]

01/10/2013WRA02300118. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he will provide an update on the tourism policy review that was recently launched. 
[40516/13]

01/10/2013WRA02400139. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the tourism policy review that was recently launched; his views on the 
positive impact on the tourism industry of the 9% VAT rate; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40809/13]

01/10/2013WRA02500654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which employment has fluctuated/stabilised/increased in the tourism sector in each of 
the past five years to date; the actual areas within the sector most positively/negatively affected 
in the period in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41128/13]

01/10/2013WRA02600658. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he can forecast job creation opportunities throughout the tourism sector over 
the next five years; the specific areas in respect of which most growth is expected resulting in 
job creation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41132/13]

01/10/2013WRA02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 72, 104, 118, 139, 654 and 658 together.

One of my priorities for 2013 was to commence a review of tourism policy and I, along 
with Minister Ring, commenced that review with the launch of a public consultation on tourism 
policy on 11 September 2013.  The issues paper we published at the launch set the parameters 
for the most comprehensive and in-depth review of tourism policy in many years and I look for-
ward to hearing the views of all stakeholders.  As well as being published on my Department’s 
website, a copy has been placed in the Oireachtas Library and it is also being sent to the Select 
Sub-Committee on Transport, Tourism and Sport. I encourage the Deputies to make their views 
known on this important issue.
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I aim to conclude consultation in November.  This will allow consideration of the views 
raised and other relevant evidence and analysis before commencing drafting of the new policy 
in the New Year.  The target date for finalising the policy review is Easter 2014. When finalised, 
my policy statement will form the basis for the Department to work with its partners in the 
agencies and the tourism industry, as well as stakeholders across Government, to develop a 
detailed strategy and action plan, setting out a range of specific measures to be pursued.  What I 
hope to see at the end of this process is an ambitious but realistic plan, set within a clear policy 
framework of Government priorities, which will enable Irish tourism to continue to develop and 
grow, becoming in the process a world benchmark of excellence in tourism and a strong and 
sustainable source of export earnings and jobs.

Regarding the specific issues mentioned, I refer to the earlier answer on the 9% VAT rate. 
Issues relating to the development and expansion of the tourism sector along with job employ-
ment opportunities within the tourism sector will be issues which will be examined during the 
tourism policy review. Employment data, including employment in tourism businesses, is col-
lected and published by the Central Statistics Office, which falls under the Department of the 
Taoiseach.  Fáilte Ireland also carries out regular surveys of activity and employment in tourism 
businesses and I am referring that element of the Deputy’s question to Fáilte for direct reply.

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 63.

01/10/2013WRA02850Dublin Bus Services

01/10/2013WRA0290074. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for making Dublin Bus a cost effective organisation, providing a quality service benefit-
ting a capital city of Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40727/13]

01/10/2013WRA03000119. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the en-
gagement he has had with the Dublin Bus unions and management; if he will provide an update 
on the current impasse in industrial relations at the company; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40836/13]

01/10/2013WRA03100120. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
work being done to bring a resolution to the industrial dispute at Dublin Bus; and the efforts he 
is making to ensure that future budgetary measures undertaken by his Department and imple-
mented by public transport companies do not provoke further industrial unrest and strike action. 
[40909/13]

01/10/2013WRA03200136. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
cost to Dublin Bus of the recent strike action and the likely implications of any future strike 
action to the financial wellbeing of the company. [40878/13]

01/10/2013WRA03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 74, 119, 120 and 136 together.

Dublin Bus has incurred accumulated losses of €75m over the period 2007 to 2012, a posi-
tion which is unsustainable. Minister Varadkar and myself, along with our Departmental offi-
cials, have been engaged almost constantly over the past 18 months in dealing with the financial 
situation in CIÉ and the subsidiary companies, including Dublin Bus, to ensure a return to 
financial stability in order that they can continue to provide an essential service to the public.

The Government accepted a proposal from ICTU and IBEC that a Group should be es-
tablished to carry out an urgent investigation of how the Labour Court recommendation in 
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respect of cost reduction measures in Dublin Bus can be progressed.  Mr. Noel Dowling, a for-
mer National Organiser with SIPTU, and Mr. Ultan Courtney, Managing Director of Courtney 
HR, were engaged by the Group to explore the issues underlying the rejection by the driver 
grades of the Labour Court recommendations.  They have been asked to report back to the 
Group in the shortest possible timescale. It is vital that this process leads to an agreement that 
will ensure the long-term financial stability of Dublin Bus, the public transport services that 
Dublin Bus provide and the jobs of workers. Further industrial unrest is not in anyone’s inter-
est. The recent three day stoppage cost the company approximately €400,000 and the loss of 
approximately 700,000 passenger journeys.

Dublin Bus is in a precarious financial situation and is dependent on continued bank fund-
ing. Given the pressure on the public finances, there is no possibility of additional funding by 
the Exchequer. The cost savings recommended by the Labour Court have to be implement-
ed. The company has been very patient in trying to find a way to do this in agreement with 
its employees; but the process to achieve this cannot be infinite. While I acknowledge that no 
worker wishes to be on strike and all sides have made sacrifices, the future of the company is 
at stake and the savings identified by the Labour Court will have to be found no matter what.

01/10/2013WRA03350Air Services Provision

01/10/2013WRA0340075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he has 
taken in response to the revelations by the Ryanair pilot group regarding serious concerns about 
aviation safety, which were broadcast by Channel 4 during the summer.  [40615/13]

01/10/2013WRA03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question is 
about allegations made in a Channel 4 programme on aviation safety.  I refer the Deputy to my 
earlier response to Question 57 which deals with the same issue.

01/10/2013WRA03550Ports Development

01/10/2013WRA0360076. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
actions taken by his Department to progress the aims of the national ports policy; the legislation 
he plans to publish in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40812/13]

01/10/2013WRA03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The question 
relates to the progression of the new National Ports Policy that I launched in March of this 
year. The new policy provides an overarching framework for the future development of the 
Irish commercial ports sector.  Since publication my officials have progressed implementation 
of the policy in a number of different areas:

- A Regulatory Impact Analysis in relation to the future transfer of control of the Ports of Re-
gional Significance was published in August and submissions received on foot of the recently 
completed consultation period are under examination;

- Officials have met with stakeholders including ports, local authorities and others to discuss 
the proposed transfer of control of the Ports of Regional Significance;

- A strategic review of Rosslare Europort is now practically complete and I expect to be able 
to make recommendations on the report very shortly;

- A review of New Ross Port Company within the context of National Ports Policy has just 
been completed and its recommendations are now under examination;
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- Officials have continued to liaise with their colleagues in the relevant Departments in re-
spect of foreshore and Birds and Habitats Directive related issues.

One of the key proposals is the transfer of control of five current State commercial port 
companies from central to local government structures. This transfer of control will require leg-
islative amendments to the existing Harbours Acts. The Regulatory Impact Analysis referred to 
above and the submissions received, as well as on-going discussions with relevant stakeholders, 
will help shape the required legislation which will of course be submitted to the relevant Joint 
Oireachtas Committee for consideration at the Heads of Bill stage. I hope to progress the matter 
in as timely a fashion as possible.

01/10/2013WRA03750Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRA0380077. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
financial position within the CIÉ transport companies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40787/13]

01/10/2013WRA0390088. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the current financial viability of the CIÉ group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40788/13]

01/10/2013WRA04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly):  I propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 88 together.

These questions relate to the current financial position of the CIÉ group.  Since 2008 , the 
financial performance of CIÉ has been severely affected by the economic recession which has 
resulted in a significant reduction in passenger numbers. CIÉ recorded total losses, before pen-
sion cost adjustments, in the five years 2008 to 2012 of over €153m. The current CIE business 
plan 2013-2017 provides for almost break even by 2015 and a return to profitability of the 
Group thereafter.  In July 2012 the Government approved an increase in the 2012 subvention 
to CIE by €36 million to €278 million to ensure that the companies could continue to operate 
PSO services for the rest of 2012. Given the pressure on the public finances there will be no 
additional funding from the Exchequer in 2013. The implementation of a credible business plan 
will therefore be essential to CIE’s financial recovery in the period ahead.

The Board of CIÉ are pursuing a range of measures to address the financial position, in-
cluding cost reductions across the three operating companies.  At the end of 2012 a significant 
voluntary severance programme was implemented in Irish Rail and the Group generated cash 
of €20 million by selling its interest in the ground lease in Spencer Dock.  CIÉ also benefitted 
from the introduction of a fuel rebate in July and, in addition, the Group has benefitted from 
fare increases approved by the NTA. The Group has also negotiated improved bank facilities in 
relation to refinancing of the Group, which will ensure that the Group has sufficient funding 
into the future.

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 63.

01/10/2013WRA04150Rail Services

01/10/2013WRA0420079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding the current discussions at Irish Rail in relation to plans to reduce the company’s 
expenditure in the coming years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40841/13]
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01/10/2013WRA04300128. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to ensure the future of Irish Rail company; and if he will resist any moves to privatise 
routes on the rail network. [40911/13]

01/10/2013WRA04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 128 together.

These questions are about the future of Irish Rail.  Since 2008, the financial performance 
of Irish Rail has been severely affected by the economic recession which has resulted in a sig-
nificant reduction in passenger numbers. Irish Rail passenger numbers have dropped by 21% in 
the period 2008 to 2012 and has recorded total losses in the same period of over €131 million.

The Board of Irish Rail are pursuing a range of measures to address the financial position, 
including cost reductions. At the end of 2012 a significant voluntary severance programme was 
implemented in Irish Rail and the company has also benefitted from fare increases approved by 
the NTA. I understand discussions are continuing between management and unions, under the 
auspices of the Labour Relations Commission, in relation to futher necessary cost saving mea-
sures. It is vital that these discussions lead to an agreement that will ensure the long-term finan-
cial stability of Irish Rail, the public transport services that it provides and the jobs of workers.

The Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 provided for the granting of contracts by the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) on a direct award basis with Irish Rail in respect of existing 
services in accordance with EU Regulations. The 2009 direct award contract with Irish Rail is 
for 10 years to December 2019. The awarding of licenses for the services thereafter is a matter 
for the NTA, and not for Government.

The European Commission adopted a suite of proposals relating to reform of regulation of 
the European railways in January this year. Building on earlier reforms agreed by the Council 
and Parliament through the co-decision procedure the proposals span technical, safety and in-
stitutional matters as well as measures to promote further opening of the market to competition. 
Freight and international passenger transport service are already open to competitive service 
provision. The latest package of measures proposes that market opening should be completed 
through on the one hand the liberalisation of domestic rail passenger services and on the other 
through the introduction of mandatory requirements for tendering for the supply of public ser-
vice contracts on the railways.  My Department has undertaken a public consultation on the 
proposals. Taking account of the responses received and following further analysis, a decision 
will be made in the coming months on Ireland’s stance within the Council of Ministers in rela-
tion to the market reform proposals.

01/10/2013WRB00150Rail Network

01/10/2013WRB0020080. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to upgrade the western rail corridor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40884/13]

01/10/2013WRB00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Due to the overall 
reduction in funding for transport infrastructure the priority in the capital plan to 2016  is to 
protect investments made to date and to maintain safety standards.  The limited funding avail-
able over and above this priority will only be provided for projects which are affordable, meet 
overall transport objectives and deliver the best return in terms of economic recovery and job 
creation.  Moreover the ability to operate profitably and without the need for any subsidy would 
also be a key consideration for any new rail projects or extensions.  I would draw the Deputy’s 
attention to the Programme for Government and in particular the commitment that: “We will 
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insist that major capital projects are subjected to proper cost-benefit analysis and evaluation, 
improving future productivity and growth prospects, and that the value-for-money obtained is 
significantly enhanced compared to the most recent period.”

Phase 1 of the Western Rail Corridor between Ennis to Athenry opened in March 2010 and 
to date its performance has been very disappointing even allowing for the recession.  Oranmore 
station opened on 28 July 2013 and hopefully it will help to improve passenger numbers.  CIE 
is in a precarious financial situation and is dependent on continued bank funding.  Given the 
pressure on the public finances there  are no funds for new subsidies or to develop new rail links 
in any part of the country.  For all the reasons outlined above, the Government has no plans to 
further extend or upgrade the Western Rail Corridor.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 63.

01/10/2013WRB00450VAT Rate Increases

01/10/2013WRB0050082. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has sought an extension of the 9% VAT rate applied to the hospitality sector from the Depart-
ment for Finance; the benefits to the tourism industry resulting from the reduced VAT rate; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40815/13]

01/10/2013WRB0060096. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
had any discussions with the Department of Finance regarding the potential ramifications for the 
tourism and hospitality sector of an increase in VAT above the current 9% tax rate.  [40902/13]

01/10/2013WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to an-
swer questions 82 and 96 together.

I refer the Deputies to the answer to Priority PQ 58 which was answered earlier today.

01/10/2013WRB00750Regional Road Network

01/10/2013WRB0080083. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide funding for bridge replacement on regional roads to support local and tourism infra-
structure. [40889/13]

01/10/2013WRB00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is a statutory function of each road authority in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.  Future 
funding arrangements for regional and local roads are currently under discussion.

  Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 66.

01/10/2013WRB01050Public Transport Provision

01/10/2013WRB0110085. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce bus rapid transit routes in Dublin and other cities in Ireland; if he foresees the 
provision of capital funding for these projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[40831/13]

01/10/2013WRB01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Bus Rapid Transport (BRT), comes under the remit of the NTA.  
The NTA is also managing the Regional Cities Programme on behalf of my Department.  Fund-
ing for initial design and planning of suitable BRT schemes in the GDA has been included in the 
NTA’s budget allocation to 2016 under the Government’s 5-year capital programme Infrastruc-
ture & Capital Investment 2012-2016 – Medium Term Exchequer Framework.  Subsequent 
implementation of these schemes in the GDA  will, if prioritised in the next capital plan, be 
progressed on an incremental basis in accordance with available funding.

In relation to the regional cities while there has been some preliminary work undertaken in 
Galway and Cork on new public transport systems such projects are not prioritised in the cur-
rent capital plan and consequently no funding is available to progress these projects at this time.  
Funding is provided under the Regional Cities Programme to improve existing public transport 
services including for the development of bus lanes, green routes, other bus priority measures, 
rail and bus station improvements, integration and information measures  and also for safety 
measures for pedestrians & cyclists in Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford.

I will of course  be reviewing  the public transport requirements and priorities for the re-
gional cities in  preparing the transport programme for the next capital plan from 2017.  Noting 
the NTA’s responsibility in this matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a 
more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

01/10/2013WRB01250Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRB0130086. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide figures for the amount of money that vandalism and destruction of property at each 
public transport body under the aegis of his Department has cost the State in each of the past 
five years; the amount of money that has been spent on providing security services in the same 
periods; the measures he proposes to tackle this issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40873/13]

01/10/2013WRB01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is a matter 
for the relevant transport operators and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to CIÉ and the 
Railway Procurement Agency for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive replies within ten working days.

01/10/2013WRB01450Road Tolls

01/10/2013WRB0150087. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the proposed toll holiday for HGVs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40505/13]

01/10/2013WRB0160091. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the proposed toll holiday for HGVs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40531/13]
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01/10/2013WRB01700122. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to provide a toll holiday for HGVs; the motorways and toll roads he will be trialing; if he will 
consider using the M1 and M3 motorways as part of the toll holiday trial.  [40874/13]

01/10/2013WRB01800123. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
a toll holiday for HGVs; if he plans to review toll charges in general for HGV’s with a view to 
encouraging greater utilisation of motorway networks by HGV’s; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [40506/13]

01/10/2013WRB01900135. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the proposed toll holiday for HGVs. [40871/13]

01/10/2013WRB02000629. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the proposed toll holiday for HGVs and in particular the desired ef-
fects it poses for an area (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40510/13]

01/10/2013WRB02100634. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he pro-
poses to lift the HGV toll on the M4 for one month to encourage motorway use in the interest 
of public safety and avoid damage to the regional roads network.  [40671/13]

01/10/2013WRB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 87, 91, 122, 123, 135, 629 and 634 together.

These questions relate to a toll free holiday for HGVs.  I am concerned that large numbers 
of HGVs continue to use regional and local roads in order to avoid tolls, and are driving through 
towns, villages and rural areas with large populations.  This has safety implications for other 
road users, residents and pedestrians. In addition by using local and regional roads instead of 
custom-built motorways, HGVs are adding to the wear and tear of the legacy roads network.  
For this reason I asked the National Roads Authority (NRA) to look at the feasibility of lifting 
tolls for heavy goods vehicles for one month on one or more motorways across the country, as 
a trial.

Based on the feedback I have received I have decided to go ahead with the toll free month 
on a number of routes - the M1, M3, M6 and Limerick Tunnel.  By trialling a toll free month 
on these routes I want to see if HGV operators can be persuaded to use the motorways more.  
While there is a cost attached to this I think it is worthwhile to give us an opportunity to study 
traffic levels in detail and assess the implications and for HGV operators to evaluate the time 
and efficiency benefits of using these motorways.  I have selected the routes for inclusion in 
the trial with the issue of regular avoidance of parts of the motorway network by heavy goods 
vehicles very much in mind.  The M1 outside Drogheda is a good example, where large num-
bers of HGVs avoid the toll but have to pass through Slane in order to do so, which is hugely 
inconvenient to both the truck drivers and local residents.  The M3 motorway from Dublin to 
Kells, the M6 from Ballinasloe to Galway and the Limerick tunnel are also good examples, with 
large numbers of trucks using the older road nearby to avoid the tolls.

I cannot say at this point that this trial will lead to any change in tolling policy.  While toll 
rates vary in line with consumer prices, the base rates are built into the PPP financing arrange-
ments that enabled the high quality motorway network to be built.  Any change to the financial 
arrangements would clearly have significant implications and would have to be carefully evalu-
ated.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 77.
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01/10/2013WRB02350Adventure Activities Regulation

01/10/2013WRB0240089. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on proposals to regulate the adventure sports industry and ensure safety in 
the sector. [40530/13]

01/10/2013WRB02500113. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on proposals to regulate the adventure sports industry and ensure safety 
in the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40532/13]

01/10/2013WRB02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 89 and 113 together.

The Adventure Activities Standards Authority Act, 2001 made provision for the establish-
ment by the Minister for Marine and Natural Resources of an Adventure Activities Standards 
Authority, which would have responsibility for the regulation of adventure centres.  However, 
the Act was not commenced and the body was not subsequently put in place.  Following de-
tailed consideration of the matter it is now considered that the measures outlined in the  Adven-
ture Activities Standards Authority Act, 2001 do not represent the most suitable approach to 
deal with this issue and it is proposed that this legislation will be repealed and the matter will be 
addressed by incorporating provisions in the forthcoming Sport Ireland Bill.  The Sport Ireland 
Bill will provide for the merger of the Irish Sports Council and the National Sports Campus 
Development Authority and it is proposed that the new body, Sport Ireland, will be  required to 
maintain a register of all adventure centres.  The legislation will make it an offence to oper-
ate as an adventure centre if not on the register and allows Sport Ireland to set standards and 
charges for inclusion on the register.

I hope to bring the Heads of the Sport Ireland Bill to Government in the coming weeks and 
once the Heads of the Bill have been approved by Government, the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Transport and Communications will be invited to consider the matter before the drafting of 
the Bill itself begins.

01/10/2013WRB02650Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRB0270090. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the reduction in services to Dublin Airport from Dublin city centre by private operators (details 
supplied); if he has had any communication with this private operator; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40843/13]

01/10/2013WRB02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of 
the services referred to by the Deputy is a matter for the private operator concerned in conjunc-
tion with the licensing authority, the National Transport Authority (NTA).  I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 87.

01/10/2013WRB02950Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WRB0300092. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
was an underspend of the capital allocation in his Department; the capital projects that have 
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begun by his Department since the beginning of 2013; the capital projects his Department has 
planned to commence before the end of the year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40826/13]

01/10/2013WRB03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This year my De-
partment’s Gross Capital allocation is €900m. It is too early at this point to forecast underspend 
with any precision, particularly as the greater share of capital expenditure tends to occur in the 
latter part of the year.  Capital expenditure to the end of August amounted to €513m.  Most of 
my Department’s capital expenditure programme is channelled through statutory agencies such 
as the National Road Authority who regularly publish details of projects underway.    With an 
early Budget Day this year, my Department is currently in discussions with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform on the potential for carrying forward some capital funding into 
2014 to cater for projects which have encountered delays for one reason or another and may not 
be in a position to draw down their allocation this year.

Aviation

As regards the regional airports, over half of the €4 million allocated for capital projects 
in 2013 has been allocated for runway end safety areas (RESAs) and related works at Knock, 
Kerry and Waterford airports.  The balance has been allocated for a range of other safety and 
security projects such as airport screening equipment, navigational equipment, airfield ground 
lighting, airport boundary fencing, etc.

Land Transport

Details of funding for regional and local road projects are outlined in the 2013 regional and 
local road grant allocations booklet, available in the Dáil Library.  As regards national roads, I 
have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  
The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects is however a matter for 
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.

Public Transport Capital projects are undertaken by the relevant Agencies, ie. the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) and the CIE Group of Companies.  Noting the above position, I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA, the NTA and CIE for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.  In relation to Smarter 
Travel, the National Cycle Network seed funding programme has commenced in 2013 at a cost 
of €420,000.

Maritime Transport and Irish Coast Guard

Under the Harbours programme, a total of €3.5m has been allocated to Wicklow County 
Council for remedial works at Arklow Harbour and €2.6m has been allocated to Cork County 
Council for remedial works at Baltimore and Kinsale Harbours.  In relation to the IRCG,  the 
Doolin Coast Guard Unit Building Project commenced in July 2013.

Sports

My Department expects all of the Sports Capital Programmes and the Local Authority 
Swimming Pools Programme allocations to be spent this year.  Both the Programmes provide 
funding to external organisations to assist in the provision of sports facilities and as such my 
Department does not commence projects itself.  In relation to the National Sport Campus De-
velopment Authority, the capital allocation is provided to the Authority and that agency under-
takes the development of the campus projects. The Authority expects there will be no under-
spend in 2013.
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Tourism

The capital allocation for Tourism is provided to Fáilte Ireland to support capital investment 
in tourism, and to carry out essential works on the Fáilte Ireland network of offices.  Fáilte 
Ireland has advised my Department that there will be no underspend in relation to its capital 
allocation for 2013.

01/10/2013WRB03150Air Services Provision

01/10/2013WRB0320093. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the actions 
he has taken to secure an air link between Ireland and China; if he has engaged with the Dublin 
Airport Authority in order to increase commercial airline activity in Dublin Airport; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40823/13]

01/10/2013WRB03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland has a bilat-
eral air transport agreement with China since 1998.  The agreement provides the legal frame-
work for scheduled air services between the two countries and under the agreement  it is open 
to any Irish, EU or Chinese airline to operate services between the two countries.  The establish-
ment of such a service, however, has to be market driven and is a commercial decision for the 
airlines entitled to operate routes under the agreement.  Enhanced air access to key tourism and 
business markets such as China has always been a key element of Ireland’s aviation policy. I 
would very much welcome the prospect of direct services to China and have no doubt that such 
a service would be of benefit to trade relations between both countries.

The Irish airports and Tourism Ireland have attractive incentive and marketing programmes 
available to help support new services and I am aware the DAA have had discussions with Chi-
nese airlines about the possibility of a service. Dublin Airport Authority recently signed a twin-
ning agreement with Beijing Capital International Airport which will allow the two companies 
to co-operate to further commercial and tourism links between the two cities. The agreement is 
also designed to enable the two airports to engage in a joint marketing initiative to deliver di-
rect airline services between Dublin and Beijing.  In the meantime, Ireland does have extensive 
one-stop connectivity with many Chinese cities through the established European hubs such as  
Heathrow, Amsterdam, Paris and Frankfurt.  In addition connectively with China has improved 
considerably since the commencement of Etihad’s services to/from Abu Dhabi in 2007 and 
more recently Emirates services to and from Dubai in 2012.

01/10/2013WRB03350Sports Facilities Provision

01/10/2013WRB0340094. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has had any discussion with the Department of Education and Skills regarding the potential for 
using that Department’s capital building programme as an opportunity to increase the provi-
sion of sporting facilities in local communities, in particular youth sports facilities, through 
co-location of sports facilities with educational campuses; if he envisages that savings could be 
made to his Department’s capital expenditure in that regard; if he will outline those savings; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40890/13]

01/10/2013WRB03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I have had no discussions with the Department of Education and Skills regarding the 
issue raised by the Deputy.  Schools are eligible to apply for funding under the Sports Capi-
tal Programme when they apply jointly with local sports and community groups.  Under the 
2012 round of the Programme, schools that showed that they were sharing facilities with local 
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groups, through formal licence agreements, were awarded extra marks at initial assessment 
stage.  This incentive encourages maximising the use of facilities both inside and outside of 
school hours.  Facilities being developed by schools do sometimes use grant monies from both 
Departments to provide bigger and better sports facilities than would otherwise be possible with 
only one Department’s funding.  As the Sports Capital Programme is always heavily oversub-
scribed I cannot see how the Deputy’s suggestion would result in any savings.

01/10/2013WRB03550Aviation Policy Review

01/10/2013WRB0360095. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
status of and future plans for the aviation policy review; and the implications of this policy for 
Cork Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40770/13]

01/10/2013WRB03700143. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the aviation policy review; the next step in the process; his plans to develop 
a regional airport policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40527/13]

01/10/2013WRB03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 95 and 143 together.

These questions are in relation to the development of a new aviation policy.  The aviation 
industry is a key enabler of economic growth so it is important that there is a clear policy frame-
work in place to facilitate its continued development and to optimise the contribution the sector 
can make to the Irish economy.  Following on from the successful conference hosted by the IAA 
in December last an Aviation Policy Issues Paper was published on my Department’s website in 
February 2013.  The paper poses a number of questions and covers eight broad areas: Airports; 
Air Services; Regulation and Governance; Aircraft Leasing and Finance; Aerospace, Education 
and Training; General Aviation; and Sustainability.

A total of 74 submissions were received in response to the consultation, from a wide range 
of stakeholders. The number and quality of the submissions received is very encouraging and 
demonstrates the strong interest there is in shaping future aviation policy.  The submissions are 
currently being reviewed and the intention is that a draft National Aviation Policy Statement 
will be issued before the end of the year.  This will provide a further opportunity for stakeholder 
input before the adoption of the new policy document in early 2014.

Cork airport is an important part of Ireland’s civil aviation infrastructure and this will be 
taken account of as part of the review process.  The Government has already decided that the fu-
ture of Cork airport is best safeguarded by it remaining for the present as part of the DAA.  Cork 
Airport provides a quality service of value to the region and the country.  It recently achieved 
the highest customer satisfaction in a survey conducted across 61 regional airports worldwide 
by the Airport Council International.  This is a fantastic achievement by Cork Airport and both 
the management team and the staff deserve credit on their world-beating performance in this 
survey.  The Airport has introduced a number of initiatives in recent months to enhance the pas-
senger experience and I look forward to growth in airport traffic in the period ahead.

  Questions Nos. 96 answered with Question No. 82.

01/10/2013WRB03950Tourism Promotion

01/10/2013WRB0400097. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the targets 
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he has for emerging tourism markets, in particular China, India, Brazil, Russia and south-east 
Asia; and the strategies that exist to ensure Ireland increases its penetration of these markets.  
[40892/13]

01/10/2013WRB0410099. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
sons for the decline in tourist visitors from the UK between April and June of this year; and the 
steps he is taking to address this decline. [40879/13]

01/10/2013WRB04200116. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the State’s performance in attracting repeat visitors to Ireland; the way we compare to 
other European countries in attracting repeat visitors; if there is any strategy in order to ensure 
that we increase the proportion of visitors to Ireland who return to visit. [40894/13]

01/10/2013WRB04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
questions 97, 99 and 116 together.

I understand that figures published by the Central Statistics Office last week show that Irish 
tourism is enjoying a very good year and all of our main overseas markets are showing growth.  
For the eight month period between January and August, the number of overseas visits to Ire-
land increased by 6.5% to 4.75 million.  Visits from North America were up by 16.5%; visits 
from Mainland Europe were up by 4.8%; visits from Great Britain were up by 3.7% for the 
eight month period while total visits from other areas increased by 11.3%.  I was particularly 
pleased to note the increase in visits from Great Britain over the peak summer months of June 
to August of 4.7% over 2012.  Of course, the second quarter figures reflected the changing date 
of Easter in 2012 and 2013.

Tourism Ireland is the agency with responsibility for the overseas marketing of the Island of 
Ireland as a holiday destination.  The agency continues to roll out major marketing campaigns 
in all of our main overseas markets including a brand new plan specifically in Great Britain 
called “GB Path to Growth” which was developed in conjunction with tourism industry part-
ners.  The agency is also working hard to put Ireland on the map in emerging markets and this 
year’s activity in this regard includes arranging familiarisation visits for leading travel agents 
and tour operators from these markets and also cooperative campaigns with airlines and tour 
operators serving these regions.

In terms of our ability to attract repeat visitors, we welcome all visitors whether first timers 
or repeat visitors.  Having said that, it is primarily a matter for the tourism industry itself to en-
sure that the visitor experience is an enjoyable one thus increasing the likelihood of such repeat 
visits.  It is estimated that up to 40% of our overseas visitors last year were repeat visitors.

With regard to tourism strategies for the medium to longer term, Tourism Ireland  is current-
ly finalising its three year Corporate Plan to cover the 2014 -2017 period which will, inter alia, 
contain targets for each of our main overseas tourism markets.  I also launched a comprehensive 
Review of Tourism Policy in recent weeks and the outcome of this Review will ultimately influ-
ence the future direction and strategy for Irish tourism.

01/10/2013WRB04350Light Rail Projects Status

01/10/2013WRB0440098. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress 
to date of work on the new Luas line, including current money spent on project; the numbers 
employed at present; and projected time of completion. [40908/13]

01/10/2013WRB04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Luas light rail projects, comes under the remit of the NTA.  I am 
however carefully monitoring progress and can advise that the project is progressing well and 
that the essential advance works are underway.  The building condition works along the Luas 
Cross City corridor have been completed and the Cellars Infill works are underway.  The con-
tract for the Heritage Works has been awarded with works expected to commence in the com-
ing weeks.  The Utilities Works contract will be awarded shortly with the aim that substantive 
work will commence in January 2014.  The numbers employed by the various contractors will 
vary from week to week depending on the work underway at any given time.

The EU Official Journal notice seeking advance expressions of interest for the main infra-
structure contract will be published shortly.  This is the start of the procurement process for the 
main contract and the aim is to appoint the contractor in quarter 4,  2014.  Work on the main 
contract is expected to commence in early 2015 and to be completed by the end of 2016.  Fol-
lowing testing, commissioning and trial runs the line is currently targeted to open in quarter four 
2017.  My Department has provided funding of €24.3 million to date to the NTA for the project. 

Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 97.

01/10/2013WRC00250Road Safety Issues

01/10/2013WRC00300100. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the action he 
is taking to increase awareness of cyclists among motorists. [40903/13]

01/10/2013WRC00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Promotion of road 
safety awareness is a matter for the Road Safety Authority, and I have therefore forwarded the 
question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply 
has not been received within ten days.

Road Network

01/10/2013WRC00500101. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details on the recent launch of an assessment from the national road network of 
the need for a new road to the port of Foynes, County Limerick; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40435/13]

01/10/2013WRC00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 63.

Sports Capital Programme Expenditure
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01/10/2013WRC00800103. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the criteria 
for the awarding of sports grants from his Department; the total expenditure of his Department 
on sports grants to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40820/13]

01/10/2013WRC00850Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): All applications received under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were first checked 
to ensure eligibility and then eligible applications were initially assessed against the following 
criteria (the final 4 criteria only applied to regional and national projects):

Selection Criteria
Increase in the levels of active participation/ improved standards of sporting performance, 
especially among women and older citizens
Level of socio-economic disadvantage in the area
Technical merits of the project
Financial viability of project
Level of own funding available
Extent to which applicant will be able to maintain project after completion
Current and planned levels of sport and/or recreational sport facilities in the area
Current or proposed sharing of facilities with other sporting groups or schools
Level of SCP (or other Government) funding received in the past
Strategies to be used to attract people from disadvantaged areas
Priority of proposed improvements/ facility in relation to existing facilities
Priorities as identified by the NGB (national/regional projects only)
Priority as identified by the Irish Sports Council (NGB and third level only)
Location of facility within the network of national, regional and municipal facilities (non-
local projects only)
Linkages with Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme (municipal multi-sport 
only) 

In deciding the final allocations of funding to local projects within each county Minister 
Varadkar and I had regard to a number of additional factors, including:

- the performance of each application during the assessment process;

- ensuring a geographic spread of projects within each county;

- ensuring an appropriate spread of projects between rural and urban areas within each 
county; and

- ensuring that there is a spread of projects among different sports.

To date in 2013 €7.6m has been paid out to SCP grantees.

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 72.

Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRC01100105. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
nationalise bus stops and bus stop signage in the Dublin region; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40882/13]
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01/10/2013WRC01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
in December 2009, and in accordance with the Dublin Transport Authority (DTA) Act 2008 
the Authority may designate any bus stop, bus stand, or bus station in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA), to be a shared facility.  At present bus stops in the GDA are owned by bus operators.  
Accordingly, only buses owned by the relevant bus operator may stop at a bus stop.  I under-
stand from the NTA that this arrangement has resulted in the unnecessary proliferation of bus 
stops.  In addition there is no consistency in the design of, and the information displayed, at bus 
stops.  The DTA Act 2008 empowers the NTA to require bus operators in the GDA to share their 
bus stops with other bus operators, subject to certain requirements including the payment of 
compensation.  The Taxi Regulation Bill, which is currently before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas, provides to extend this function to the rest of the State.

01/10/2013WRC01250Arthur’s Day Event

01/10/2013WRC01300106. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the Arthur’s Day event in view of attempts by a company (details supplied) to market 
it as a tourist event and an expression of Irish culture. [40877/13]

01/10/2013WRC01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department’s 
role in relation to tourism is primarily concerned with national policy and the State Tourism 
agencies, under the aegis of the Department, deal with the operation and administration of that 
policy.  In common with thousands of other events taking place in Ireland this year, it is listed 
on the Discover Ireland websites but the State tourism agencies have confirmed that they have 
no involvement in “Arthur’s Day”.  However in light of the considerable public comment on 
it in light of public order and health concerns, I decided to attend a number of events associ-
ated with it in Dublin in a personal capacity. Based on my experience it was much the same as 
any Saturday night in Dublin and was enjoyed by many thousands of people, be they local or 
tourists.  As with any such event, the vast majority of people enjoy themselves without causing 
harm and I do not believe that it is appropriate that the majority should be penalised or have 
aspersions cast on them because of the bad behaviour of a few.

  Question No.107 answered with Question No. 63.

  Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 64.

Women’s Participation in Sport

01/10/2013WRC01700109. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the relatively low number of women participating in sports; the initiatives he is taking to 
rectify that imbalance; and the strategies that exist to encourage more women to participate in 
sport. [40895/13]

01/10/2013WRC01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am pleased to 
say that recent figures provided to me by the Irish Sports Council as part of their interim re-
sults from the first six months of data collected for the 2013 Irish Sports Monitor indicate that, 
for participation levels by gender, it is females that are more likely to have increased their 
sporting participation compared to 2011 figures.  In particular, the interim figures indicate that 
participation by females aged between 35 and 44 has increased from 34% in 2011 to 44% in 
2013.  This is very welcome news and indicates that the strategies that are in place to encourage 
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female participation in sport are working.       

The Irish Sports Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with re-
sponsibility for the promotion, development and coordination of sport.  This includes responsi-
bility for the Women in Sport Programme, which is aimed at increasing female participation in 
sport.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Council for further information in relation 
to the strategies for increasing female participation in sport.  I would ask the Deputy to inform 
my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Driving Licence Issues

01/10/2013WRC01900110. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has met with or plans to meet with representatives of the photo ID industry to discuss their 
concerns regarding the displacement of jobs following changes in the drivers licensing process. 
[40906/13]

01/10/2013WRC02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the terms 
of the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012, the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) is the national driver licensing authority as of January of 2013.  The RSA 
designed the new centralised driver licensing system around a central unit within the Authority 
and three outsourced contracts.  The contracts include one for a front office, which engages with 
the public; a second contract for a back office, to process applications; and a third contract for 
the production of the plastic card licence.     

The requirement for photo ID under the new system is that it should comply with SAFE 2 
standards.  I understand that, in its request for tenders for the front office, the RSA asked ten-
derers to propose the most effective method of photo capture.  All tenderers suggested digital 
capture on site.  The tender process is now concluded and contracts have been signed.  Neither 
I nor my Department had any role in the tender process and, as such, there was no rationale for 
meeting with representatives of businesses involved in photo ID.  The RSA is a State agency 
and has a duty to design processes to provide a maximum of efficiency, security and value for 
money for the public.

Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRC02100111. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce a framework for assessment of any proposed policy change by public transport 
companies which would ensure that the social responsibility of these companies are upheld and 
service is maintained to an acceptable standard in all cases. [40912/13]

01/10/2013WRC02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is a matter 
for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the 
company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply with-
in ten working days.  Notwithstanding the NTA’s statutory responsibilities, the Government 
recognises the need for the CIÉ companies to respond to the current challenges it faces.  I and 
my colleague Minister Kelly and Departmental officials have been engaged almost constantly 
over the past 18 months in dealing with the financial situation in CIÉ and the companies to en-
sure a return to financial stability in order that they can continue to provide an essential service 
to the public.    

As a general principle, efficiencies in operational costs should, in the first instance, be ex-
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amined in preference to fare increases and service reductions.  While a recovery in passenger 
numbers could increase company revenues, all concerned in my Department and the NTA must 
focus on identifying key public transport priorities in our cities and across the country.  In turn, 
the PSO public transport service providers will have to achieve greater efficiency and cost ef-
fectiveness based on a realistic assessment of the scope and level of contracted services.

State Airports

01/10/2013WRC02300112. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will report on discussions with the management of Ireland West Airport; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40806/13]

01/10/2013WRC02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Recent discus-
sions with the management of Ireland West Airport Knock (IWAK) have taken place through 
the Study Group, which comprises a broad range of parties interested in the development of the 
Airport and was established, under the Chairmanship of Deputy John O’Mahony, following a 
meeting of the Airport Board with the Taoiseach, Minister of State Ring and me.  The Group 
is, inter alia, examining how best the future of the Airport can be secured; exploring options for 
the survival and growth of the Airport and examining how the Airport can best support industry 
and tourism in the catchment it serves.  They are considering how the airport can be further 
developed taking account of available funding and competition rules having regard to the im-
plications for other regional airports.  Work by the Group is ongoing.  Its next meeting will be 
held in October with  a further meeting planned for November.  When its work is complete the 
Group will report to the Taoiseach and myself.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 89.

Park and Ride Facilities

01/10/2013WRC02600114. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will account for the lack of public park and ride facilities as part of the Luas cross city project 
which will be constructed shortly; his views on whether that this may hinder the overall aim 
of reducing the numbers of persons commuting by car; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40876/13]

01/10/2013WRC02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Luas light rail projects, comes under the remit of the NTA.  Noting 
this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

National Toll Roads

01/10/2013WRC02800115. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent contractual arrangements pertaining to the East Link toll bridge in Dublin; his plans to 
further expand the capacity of the bridge and its surrounding roads; if he foresees the ending 
of tolls on the East Link toll bridge in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [40818/13]

01/10/2013WRC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The East Link toll 
bridge was opened in October 1984.  It was built on foot of an agreement between Dublin City 
Council and NTR and therefore my Department has no function in the matter.  You may wish to 
contact Dublin City Council directly on the matter. 

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 97.

Sports Strategy

01/10/2013WRC03100117. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the need for a national strategy for sport across all Government Departments; if he has given 
such a strategy any consideration; if he or his officials have had any discussions with other De-
partments, in particular the Department of Health and the Department of Education and Skills 
on creating such a strategy. [40900/13]

01/10/2013WRC03200138. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has had discussions with the Department of Education and Skills regarding joint initiatives that 
could be taken between the two Departments to improve the level of PE classes here, particu-
larly in view of the findings by Eurydice, the EU’s education information network that in both 
absolute and proportionate terms, Ireland has fewer hours of compulsory PE classes than any 
other EU member; his views on whether children here are spending enough time participating 
in physical education, both in schools, and outside. [40898/13]

01/10/2013WRC03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 117 and 138 together.   

A draft National Sports Facilities Strategy was published as a discussion document on 
my Department’s website last year.  The draft strategy is being incorporated into a broader 
policy document for Irish sport taking account of the cross-sectoral nature of sport across a 
number of Government Departments. 

In addition, one of the commitments in Healthy Ireland - the Government Framework for 
Improved Health and Wellbeing 2013-2025 is to develop a plan to promote increased physical 
activity levels across the population.  A cross-sectoral working group, which will be co-chaired 
by the Department of Health and my Department, has been established to develop this plan. 
It will provide a strong focus for modifying unhealthy life habits and promoting awareness 
of the benefits of physical activity, not just for health, but also in a wider socioeconomic con-
text.  The group, which met for the first time on 12 September 2013, has agreed that the Plan 
will focus on operational issues to encourage greater participation in, and greater recognition of 
the importance of, physical activity.

Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 72.

Questions Nos. 119 and 120 answered with Question No. 74.

Sports Facilities Provision

01/10/2013WRD00400121. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
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tion regarding the ongoing work at the National Sports Campus in Abbotstown; the work that 
remains to be completed; if he envisions the campus as a whole, and in particular the indoor 
training centre, will be completed within the lifetime of this Government.  [40899/13]

01/10/2013WRD00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A significant 
amount of work is taking place at the National Sports Campus at present which will see a num-
ber of facilities completed this year.  Work is due to be completed shortly on the development 
of multi-sport all-weather floodlit pitches.  It is anticipated that these pitches will be open to the 
public in December.  Work is also under way on a Pavilion and Car Park for the facility.  Work 
has been completed on a National Horse Sport Arena, which is due to be officially opened in the 
coming weeks.  A National Modern Pentathlon Training Centre, accommodating the fencing 
and shooting aspects of Modern Pentathlon, is substantially completed.  This facility will also 
provide quality training facilities for the separate disciplines of fencing and shooting.  Work 
on a new National Diving Training Centre was completed in September.  This facility will also 
be of significant value to other sports such as gymnastics.

Agreements are in place between the National Sports Campus Development Authority and 
the FAI, the GAA, the IRFU and the Irish Hockey Association to develop facilities for each of 
their sports.  Preparatory works have commenced on the GAA and FAI elements.  Remaining 
elements of the National Sports Campus, including community turf pitches, high performance 
training and rehabilitation facilities and athlete accommodation, will continue to be developed 
incrementally in line with available exchequer funding.  One of the elements of the National 
Sports Campus that remains to be developed is a National Indoor Training Arena.  The National 
Sports Campus Development Authority is examining alternative avenues of funding, such as 
philanthropy or sale of land, in order to progress the development of this facility.

Questions Nos. 122 and 123 answered with Question No. 87.

Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 63.

Tourism Industry Issues

01/10/2013WRD00800125. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the efforts he has made to increase access for tourists to sites of interest particularly in urban 
centres and to improve access to Dublin Airport. [40907/13]

01/10/2013WRD00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am not aware of 
any issues relating to public transport access to either sites of interest to tourists in urban areas 
or to Dublin Airport.  If the Deputy has specific instances of problems with public transport ac-
cess, I will ensure these concerns are taken up with the operators concerned and-or the National 
Transport Authority.

Social Welfare Schemes

01/10/2013WRD01000126. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the steps he has taken to work with the Department of Social Protection and the Department of 
Finance to ensure that taxi drivers who become ill or are unable to work can better access social 
welfare supports. [40904/13]

01/10/2013WRD01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Welfare entitle-
ments are a matter for the Minister for Social Protection.  This is a matter in which I have no 
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function.

Rail Network

01/10/2013WRD01200127. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to cases where CIE owned disused railways are being blocked with ob-
jects such as round bales by adjoining landowners; if he will direct CIE to remove such objects 
and protect these valuable national assets; his views on whether CIE should fence its property 
in cases where attempts are being made to grab CIE land; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [40437/13]

01/10/2013WRD01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for CIE.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  
I ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 79.  

Tourism Promotion

01/10/2013WRE00300129. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his attention has been drawn to the recommendations relating to transport contained in the 
Oireachtas committee report on reviving the economy of the south east and his plans to incor-
porate these recommendations into his work; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40913/13]

01/10/2013WRE00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have recently 
received the Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation’s report entitled ‘South East 
Economic Development Strategy (SEEDS) 2013 -2023’’.  When I, my Department and its agen-
cies have had time to properly consider the Report in full, I will provide a reasoned response to 
the Committee in response to each of the recommendations directed under my remit.     

Traffic Calming Measures

01/10/2013WRE00500130. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will explore the viability and potential benefits of following the example of Killenard, County 
Laois, where speed ramps are in place throughout the village within the 50km/h zones; his 
views on whether this should be standard in all villages and towns or at least those on busy 
roads with a lot of through traffic; if he will encourage local authorities to do this; if the speed 
limit review group will consider this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40440/13]

01/10/2013WRE00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While my Depart-
ment is responsible for general legislation in regard to traffic matters and would be supportive 
of any initiatives designed to improve road safety, it has no direct role in relation to the instal-
lation of traffic and speed calming measures, which are matters for the relevant road authority.  
I anticipate that the Speed Limit Review Group will report to me shortly and I will give careful 
consideration to any recommendations contained in their Report.  However, it would be prema-
ture for me to speculate on the likely recommendations.
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Road Network

01/10/2013WRE00700131. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on his engagement at the North-South Ministerial Council in respect of the 
A5 carriageway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40438/13]

01/10/2013WRE00750Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport(Deputy Leo Varadkar): The A5 project was 
discussed at the last NSMC Transport Sectoral meeting in April this year and will discussed at 
the next meeting scheduled for November this year.  In the interim officials from my Depart-
ment attended a meeting of the Cross Border Road Projects Steering Group on 2nd September 
2013.  At that meeting the Northern Ireland officials indicated that work on a revised environ-
mental assessment for the project was progressing.

Driving Licence Issues

01/10/2013WRE00900132. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review the data that will be contained on the new driving licence; if he will ensure that provision 
is made for the inclusion of basic medical data and emergency contact numbers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40881/13]

01/10/2013WRE01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): EU Directive 
126/2006 required Member States to introduce a Plastic Card Licence System commencing in 
January 2013.  Under the EU Directive, the information to be contained on the face of the new 
form of licence is uniform across Member States and there is little leeway to add further infor-
mation as the available space on the card is very small.  In Ireland, we decided to use this avail-
able space to continue to allow a licence holder indicate their wish to be considered as an organ 
donor, a feature which was available on the old paper licence.  The Road Safety Authority, as 
the driver licensing authority, is, at present, examining the possibility of including a microchip 
on the new licence.  The Authority is considering the information that might be included on the 
microchip should it proceed in this way.

Tourism Promotion

01/10/2013WRE01100133. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
steps he is taking to support tourism in the regions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [40883/13]

01/10/2013WRE01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am satisfied that 
the tourism agencies are taking the necessary steps to support the sector at regional and national 
level.  The most recent CSO figures for January to August showed a 6.5% increase in trips to 
Ireland compared to the same period in 2012 whereas the overseas revenue figures (excluding 
access fares) for the first three months of 2013 rose by 12% over the same period in 2012 to 
€541 million. 

While a regional breakdown of these figures is not available, I am satisfied that the initia-
tives being taken by this Government are impacting positively on tourism in all of Ireland’s 
regions.  These initiatives include reductions in VAT and employers’ PRSI and the Visa Waiver 
programme.  This year, the Government also extended the Employment and Incentive Invest-
ment Scheme to include tourism accommodation and introduced a diesel fuel rebate which ben-
efited coach operators.  
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The Government is providing almost €140m to support tourism in 2013 through activi-
ties including overseas and domestic marketing, investment in festivals and events and vital 
business supports to develop tourism across Ireland in both rural and urban areas.  In addition 
the Gathering has been responsible for the holding of gatherings and similar events up and 
down the country.  Fáilte Ireland has also funded a range of capital projects throughout the 
regions including the Sliabh Liag cliffs project in Donegal, the redevelopment of King John’s 
Castle in Limerick, the Lee Valley Eco-Park in Tralee and the Viking Triangle in Waterford.  
Work on the development of the Wild Atlantic Way route is progressing.  The route, when fully 
developed, will provide a compelling reason for visitors to spend their holiday along the West-
ern seaboard stretching from Cork to Donegal. 

01/10/2013WRE01250Cycling Facilities

01/10/2013WRE01300134. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
regarding developing a cross-border greenway; his plans for greenway developments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [40439/13]

01/10/2013WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Both myself and my Department are fully supportive of the development of greenways 
particularly projects that enhance co-operation and exchange between North and South.  Such 
projects provide exciting opportunities for authorities and communities on both sides of the 
border to collaborate and align common objectives.  It is well recognised that the provision of 
cycling infrastructure has the potential to attract significant benefits to local economies through 
tourism related opportunities as well as providing a recreational amenity for the communities 
concerned.

My Department is currently administering a multi annual funding programme related to the 
development of the National Cycle Network (NCN) to cover the period 2012 to 2016.  Signifi-
cant investment has already been made in 2012 and 2013 with €7 million allocated to 16 proj-
ects across Ireland.  As the current phase of the programme will expire at the end of 2013, a new 
funding call was announced in August  which will provide €6.5 million under a second round 
of funding associated with the NCN Programme for the remainder of the years to 2016.  My 
Department has advised that priority will be given to those projects which are off road and have 
the potential to be world class trip attractors in their own right.  

 In relation to cross border projects, it would be a matter for interested parties on both sides 
of the border to work together to develop proposals.  Local authorities in the border region can 
progress and submit, if funding is required, a proposal to this Department for consideration 
under the NCN Programme.  My officials would be very supportive of greenway and sustain-
able transport projects that were also exploring potential co-funding opportunities under the 
INTERREG programme.  I am hopeful that such cross border collaboration will allow for the 
continued development of greenways in the region.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 87.  

  Question No. 136 answered with Question No. 74.  

Traffic Fines

01/10/2013WRE01700137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the statutory 
and regulatory framework for the operation of clamping vehicles in cities.  [40616/13]
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01/10/2013WRE01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 101B of 
the Road Traffic Act, 1961, as inserted by Section 9 of the Dublin Transport. Authority (Dis-
solution) Act, 1987 provides for the clamping and/or towing of vehicles by local authorities or 
their agents on public roads or local authority car parks.  The Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1998 provide that the prohibition on the stopping or parking of a 
vehicle imposed by those Regulations shall not apply to a vehicle being used for the purpose of 
facilitating the immobilisation of a vehicle or the removal of an immobilisation device from a 
vehicle,  pursuant to section 101B of the Principal Act.

 There is currently no regulation of clamping companies nor of the activity of clamping on 
private land and vehicles engaged in such activity do not enjoy any similar protection from 
traffic and parking.  In line with the commitment contained in the Programme for Government 
to “legislate to regulate the vehicle clamping industry”, the Government, in March 2013, ap-
proved the Heads of a Regulation of Vehicle Immobilisation Bill.  This followed an extensive 
consultation with the then Joint Oireachtas Committee for Environment, Transport, Culture and 
the Gaeltacht.

Under the principal provisions of the Bill, the National Transport Authority will ensure the 
provision of adequate advisory signage in locations where clamping is in operation, set maxi-
mum clamp release periods and fees, and establish an independent appeals process.  The Bill is 
currently being drafted in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and I hope to  publish it and 
introduce it in the Oireachtas at an early date.

  Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 117.  

  Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 72.  

Harbour Authorities Staff

01/10/2013WRE02100140. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he intends to respond to the requests of a Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company employee (details 
supplied) who has written to him requesting a determination on their contract of employment; 
if he intends to give such a determination to the person and three other harbour company em-
ployees who are seeking similar determinations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40886/13]

01/10/2013WRE02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am aware that the 
individual is in dispute with their employer and sought to invoke section 39(3) of the Harbours 
Act 1996.  As I indicated in a letter to the individual dated 12 June 2013, valid disputes under 
section 39(3) of the Harbours Act are a matter for determination by ‘the Minister for Finance 
after consultation with the Minister’.   I understand that the role of the Minister for Finance is 
now performed by the Minister for Public Expenditure.  Therefore any determination under sec-
tion 39(3) can only be issued by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  I have been 
informed that a letter has issued in recent days from the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in response to the individual’s request.  I am not aware of any other individuals seeking 
similar determinations as you have described.

The Gathering Expenditure

01/10/2013WRE02300141. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
cost of The Gathering to date.  [40880/13]
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01/10/2013WRE02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the course of 
the annual expenditure estimates, Fáilte Ireland was allocated a provision of €5m in 2012 to 
fund the preparation of the Gathering and a further €7m in 2013 for the operation of the initia-
tive.  With regard to the total costs incurred to date, this matter raised is an operational matter 
for Fáilte Ireland, and  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  
Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten working days.

Air Services Provision

01/10/2013WRE02500142. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that no current direct flight exists between Ireland and the 
Silicon Valley or San Francisco areas in California; if he believes such a direct air link would 
provide an employment boost to the Irish economy in terms of foreign direct investment given 
that Silicon Valley is a central hub for worldwide technology companies; the discussions he and 
his departmental officials have held with multinational employers or airlines on this matter in 
the past two years; if he believes such a route would be hugely beneficial for Ireland given the 
pre-clearance for US customs and immigration at Dublin Airport; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [33283/13]

01/10/2013WRE02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The answer to 
this question has not  changed since the Deputy asked the same question of me on 4 July 
last.  Improving Ireland’s international connectivity is a key aspect of national aviation policy 
and this policy is promoted in all contacts I and my Department have with the aviation indus-
try.  The Ireland-US air services market is fully liberalised and decisions regarding new services 
are a commercial matter for the airlines.  Four US airlines and Aer Lingus already provide a 
wide range routes between the two countries, and the market is open to all other US and Euro-
pean airlines.

On 3 July Aer Lingus announced that it will commence direct services from Dublin to San 
Francisco in early 2014.  A direct air service to the West Coast of the US is identified as a key 
action point in the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs and I welcome the fact that this need 
is being fulfilled.  The importance of this route is demonstrated by the fact that over 40% of 
Ireland’s total foreign direct investment comes from Silicon Valley alone.  This new service 
provided by Aer Lingus will help to sustain this investment and help attract further investment 
in the future.

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 95.  

  Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 64.

Sporting Events

01/10/2013WRE02900145. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if consideration has been given to Ireland hosting the Homeless Football World Cup; the sup-
ports that are currently being given to the Irish Homeless World Cup team; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [40901/13]

01/10/2013WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The normal procedure for the hosting of international sporting events is that the Irish 
affiliate of the relevant governing body will bid to host the event in question in Ireland.  In this 
case, it would be a matter for the FAI to decide if it wishes to make a bid to host the Homeless 
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World Cup in Ireland.  If the FAI decides to make a bid, my Department will be pleased to pro-
vide assistance in the preparation of such a bid. 

 The Irish Sports Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the allocation of current expenditure funding for sports organisations.  The 
Council channels its funding for football through the FAI.  The homeless street leagues are af-
filiated to the FAI and have been an important programme for the FAI in light of the good work 
they do on social inclusion in a number of cities and towns around the country.  The FAI has 
been providing financial support for the leagues through its Football for All programme since 
2006.  I am informed by the Irish Sports Council that the FAI is providing funding of €14,000 
to the Street Leagues in 2013.  The FAI also provides other non-financial supports for the World 
Cup, such as team kit and staff.

Employment Data

01/10/2013WRE03100146. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the proportion of overall employment 
which is accounted for by public service employment for the most recent five years for which 
data is available.  [40676/13]

01/10/2013WRE03200The Taoiseach: The breakdown requested by the Deputy is included in the following table.  
In Q2 2013, the latest quarter for which estimated employment data is available, 24.7% of all 
employees were in the public sector.  The source of the estimate is the Earnings Hours and Em-
ployment Costs survey (EHECS) as published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO).

Estimates of Employment by Private and Public Sectors (EHECS: 2008-2013)

Quarter Private sector Public sector All sectors % Private 
sector

 % Public 
sector

Q2/2008 1,354,500 421,400 1,775,900 76.3 23.7
Q2/2009 1,195,800 417,600 1,613,400 74.1 25.9
Q2/2010 1,145,100 408,900 1,554,000 73.7 26.3
Q2/2011* 1,128,700 406,600 1,535,300 73.5 26.5
Q2/2012 1,129,300 382,700 1,512,000 74.7 25.3
Q2/2013 1,150,700 377,300 1,528,000 75.3 24.7
*Includes temporary census field staff

Source: CSO

Emigration Data

01/10/2013WRF00200147. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Taoiseach the number of persons who emigrat-
ed from Ireland in the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40926/13]

01/10/2013WRF00300The Taoiseach: The table below provides the most recent estimates of net migration for the 
12 month period ending mid April for the years 2004 to 2013.  The table shows that 585,300 
persons emigrated from the Republic of Ireland in the past ten years, while there were 792,900 
immigrants into the Republic of Ireland over the same period.  This resulted in a total estimated 
net migration of 207,200 persons over the ten years.  The data below is taken from the CSO’s 
annual Population and Migration Estimates release published in August 2013. The annual esti-
mates for 2012 and 2013 are subject to revision.
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Estimated migration (persons), 2004- 2013*

Year ending April Immigrants Emigrants Net migration**
2004 58,500 26,500 32,000
2005 84,600 29,400 55,100
2006 107,800 36,000 71,800
2007 151,100 46,300 104,800
2008 113,500 49,200 64,300
2009 73,700 72,000 1,600
2010 41,800 69,200 -27,500
2011 53,300 80,600 -27,400
2012 52,700 87,100 -34,400
2013 55,900 89,000 -33,100
April 2003 - April 
2013

792,900 585,300 207,200

* 2012 and 2013 are preliminary and are subject to revision

** The net migration figure may differ from the sum of its components (immigration minus 
emigration) due to rounding

Employment Data

01/10/2013WRF00400148. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach the number of workers here subjected to a re-
gime of zero hour contracts by their employers and the way the latest available figures compare 
to previous years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40976/13]

01/10/2013WRF00500The Taoiseach: The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source 
of estimates of employment in the State. Information on zero hour contracts is not collected in 
the survey.

Tourism Data

01/10/2013WRF00700149. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Taoiseach the numbers of visitors to Ireland 
from emerging tourism markets, in particular China, India, Brazil, Russia and south-east Asia; 
and if there has been any noticeable increase in visitors from these countries in recent years.  
[40892/13]

01/10/2013WRF00725The Taoiseach: The following table shows the number of overseas trips to Ireland from 
China, India, Brazil, Russia and South East Asia for the years 2009 to 2012.

Overseas Trips to Ireland by area of residence, 2009 - 2012

- Brazil Russian 
Federation

India Peoples Republic of 
China

South East 
Asia

2009 14,500 8,356 13,198 11,703 21,465
2010 17,787 8,215 13,219 10,472 24,335
2011 26,387 12,375 16,151 13,729 28,403
2012 26,162 11,286 18,659 15,386 25,166
Source: Overseas Travel - Central Statistics Office
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Over period 2009 to 2012 the largest increases in number of overseas trips by area of resi-
dence were Brazil (+80%), India (+41%), Russia (+35%), China (+31%) and South East Asia 
(+17%).  The data in respect of South East Asia covers the following countries: Cambodia, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, East Timor, 
Indonesia, Philippines and Singapore.  Combined these countries/regions accounted for 96,659 
overseas trips to Ireland in 2012, representing approximately 1.5% of the total number of over-
seas trips to Ireland in 2012 (6,517,200 trips).

Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRF00800150. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on all Regula-
tory Impact Statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this Government took office 
to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40429/13]

01/10/2013WRF00900The Taoiseach: I have brought forward no legislation for which any Regulatory Impact 
Statements were required.

Constitutional Convention Membership

01/10/2013WRF01000151. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide breakdown of the pay-
ment paid to facilitators and note takers of the Constitutional Convention; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40451/13]

01/10/2013WRF01100The Taoiseach: To date in 2013 there have been 5 plenary meetings held for the Constitu-
tional Convention. In total, 19 facilitators have been paid €10,260 and 30 note takers have been 
paid €6,915 for these meetings.

EU Directives

01/10/2013WRF01200152. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form 
for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013, the amount of Exchequer funds which have been used to 
pay for fines incurred by the Irish State from the European Commission or other EU authorities 
because of a failure of the Irish State to comply with EU Regulations and Directives; and if he 
will provide a breakdown of the areas in which the fines were incurred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39951/13]

01/10/2013WRF01300The Taoiseach: The State has been required to pay fines in respect of two Court of Justice 
decisions.  Details are set out in the Table below. These are the only two instances in which 
Ireland has been levied with fines by the Court. Both relate to environmental issues which are 
now resolved.

It should be noted that the Government has established an Interdepartmental Committee on 
EU Engagement to ensure rigorous and ongoing examination of transposition and implementa-
tion of EU legislation. 

The Committee is chaired by the Minister of State for European Affairs and is attended by 
senior official representatives of all Government Departments, the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. The Committee’s terms of reference include 
examining participation in the shaping of EU legislation, including transposition of EU legisla-
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tion and handling of infringements to minimise the risk of penalties and fines.

Case Directive Date of 
Judgment

Daily Penalty Lump Sum Paid

C66/06 (C279/11)

EIA/On-farm 
developments

85/337/EC 19/12/2012 - €1,500,000 Paid in full 
22/03/13
Case closed 
26/04/13

C188/08 (C374/11)

Septic Tanks

Articles 4, 7-14 
of  Directive 
75/442/EEC

19/12/12 €648,000 

(€12,000 per 
diem from date 
of judgment 
to date of full 
compliance 
with judgement 
= 54  days)

€2,000,000 Paid in full 
March 2013
Case closed 
23/07/13

Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRF01400153. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the arrangements put in place by his De-
partment to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifically requirements for 
signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details of any assessments un-
dertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of signs assessed; when any 
corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken by his Department were 
within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the reasoning for same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [40553/13]

01/10/2013WRF01500The Taoiseach: The Official Languages Act 2003 provides that all designated public bod-
ies (including my Department) should prepare a statutory scheme detailing the services they 
will provide in both official languages.  This Department’s first such scheme was agreed with 
the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and came into force in 2005.  This 
Scheme, and its successor, set out the extent to which services are currently available through 
Irish, and identify areas for future enhancement.

Regulations under Section 9(1) of the Act, dealing with oral announcements (recorded); 
stationery headings; and signage, came into effect on 1 March 2009.   These regulations were 
to take effect over a period of time up to 1 March 2013.  The majority of my Department’s 
signs were already in both languages at the time the Regulations came into force, and staff have 
worked to ensure, on an ongoing basis, that they continue to comply with the Regulations.

A routine assessment of our compliance with the Regulations on signage was carried out 
by the Office of the Coimisinéir Teanga on 26 September 2013.  We have not yet received their 
report on this assessment, but we will ensure that any recommendations they make are put into 
effect as soon as possible

01/10/2013WRF01550Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRF01600154. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of the Acts 
or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been commenced; if it is 
intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40606/13]
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01/10/2013WRF01700The Taoiseach: There are no Acts or specific provisions of Acts under my Department that 
have not yet been commenced.

01/10/2013WRF01800155. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the level of compliance with Euro-
pean Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibility; the current fines resulting 
from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-compliance the State is or 
may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40642/13]

01/10/2013WRF01900The Taoiseach: The Department of the Taoiseach has no EU Directives awaiting transposi-
tion. Responsibility for transposing EU measures into Irish law rests with individual Depart-
ments with responsibility for the relevant policy area.  I would draw the Deputy’s attention to 
our much improved record in the transposition of EU Directives. Ireland achieved a zero% 
transposition deficit score in the December 2012 Internal Market Scoreboard, by transposing 
all Directives on time.  We were only the second Member State to achieve this since the Score-
board was first compiled in 1997. We achieved a score of 0.3%, which is half the 0.6% EU-wide 
average, in the May 2013 Internal Market Scoreboard.

Departmental Staff Data

01/10/2013WRF02000156. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the num-
ber of advisers, programme managers, press officers and political staff and communication staff 
employed by his Department in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40709/13]

01/10/2013WRF02100The Taoiseach: Details of the number of staff appointments by the Taoiseach are set out 
below for the periods concerned.

January to March 2011

Title Number per post
Special Advisers 6
Secretarial Assistant 1
Personal Assistants 7
Personal Secretaries 3
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary 2
Total 20

From 9 March 2011

Title Number per post
Chief of Staff 1
Special Advisers 4
Personal Assistants 6
Personal Secretaries 3
Government Press Secretary* 2
Deputy Government Press Secretary 1
Assistant Government Press Secretary 1
Total 17
*One Government Press Secretary post was from 09.03.11 to 30.06.11.
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Government Publications Office

01/10/2013WRF02200157. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the reason printed copies of the Constitu-
tion are not currently available for purchase from Government Publications; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40744/13]

01/10/2013WRF02300The Taoiseach: My Department’s policy is to have an appropriate stock of the popular 
edition of the Constitution available in the Government Publications Office and at other ap-
propriate outlets at all times. Having regard to economic constraints, there is of course a need 
to ensure that the document is not over-stocked.  On the last occasion on which a re-print was 
ordered - in May 2013 - the Department was conscious of the impending judgement in relation 
to the Thirty-first Amendment to the Constitution as well as of the forthcoming referendums 
which, if carried, will necessitate the publication of a revised edition of the Constitution. Ac-
cordingly, a lower than normal re-stock was ordered on that occasion.

The Department was recently notified by the Government Publications Office that stocks 
of the popular edition of the Constitution were running low and a small re-print of the current 
edition was ordered.  This is being undertaken at the moment and delivery to the Government 
Publications Office is expected on Thursday.  The Constitution is of course available on my 
Department’s website as well as on the electronic Irish Statute Book.

North-South Implementation Bodies

01/10/2013WRF02400158. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the formal mechanisms that are in place for facilitating formal engagements between local 
authority managers and their equivalent counterparts in Northern Ireland; if there is a strategic 
planning unit in the North South Ministerial Council to consider integrated joined-up thinking 
in education, transport, and public health provision; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40799/13]

01/10/2013WRF02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
informed by my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, that formal engagement takes place between the County and City Managers’ Association 
(CCMA) and their counterparts in Northern Ireland through SOLACE. Managers in border 
counties also liaise with their counterparts in neighbouring counties in Northern Ireland. A 
formal arrangement exists between Louth local authorities and Newry and Mourne District 
Council.  In March 2011, the local authorities from Newry and Mourne District Council, Louth 
County Council, Drogheda Borough Council, Dundalk Town Council and Ardee Town Council 
signed a memorandum of understanding to cooperate in a number of thematic areas including: 
emergency planning, renewable energy and green technology, tourism and recreation, sustain-
able economic growth and job creation.

The North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) was established under the Good Friday Agree-
ment to develop consultation, co-operation and action within the island of Ireland - including 
through implementation on an all-island and cross-border basis - on matters of mutual interest 
and within the competence of the Administrations, North and South.  Education, transport, 
and health are among the Areas of Cooperation in which common policies and approaches are 
agreed by our Ministers and their colleagues from the Northern Ireland Executive in the North 
South Ministerial Council at Sectoral, Institutional and Plenary meetings which are then imple-
mented separately in each jurisdiction.  While the Joint Secretariat in Armagh, jointly-staffed by 
civil servants from both administrators, supports and facilitates the Council, it is not mandated 



Questions - Written Answers

146

to have a specific unit of the type envisaged by the Deputy. Instead, the relevant Departments in 
both jurisdictions co-operate closely. I understand that this co-operation between Departments 
involves engagement as appropriate with regional authorities and local stakeholders on both 
sides of the border.

Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRF02600159. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the arrangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Lan-
guages Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level 
institutions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; 
the number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40547/13]

01/10/2013WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
satisfied that  all  new signage  erected in  buildings occupied by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade is compliant with the terms of Regulations (SI 391 of 2008) made under para 
9(1) of the Official Languages Act.  The Department conducts routine internal inspections of its 
buildings, in the course of which any issues arising in relation to existing signage are  addressed 
and any inappropriate signs are removed.  My Department has recently facilitated inspections 
of buildings selected by An Coimisinéir Teanga and we are currently awaiting the report of 
these inspections. My officials will continue to engage with An Coimisinéir Teanga to address 
any recommendations arising in the report.

01/10/2013WRF02750Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRF02800160. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department 
that have not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if 
so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40600/13]

01/10/2013WRF02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Spe-
cific provisions of Acts under my Department that have not yet been commenced are Sections 
14(8) and 14(9) of the Passports Act 2008 and paragraph (iv) of section 1 of the European Com-
munities (Amendment) Act 2012.  Sections 14(8) and 14(9) of the Passports Act would provide, 
if commenced, that guardians’ consent, to the issuing of a passport would be considered to 
be enduring for the child up to the age of 18.  These provisions have not been commenced as 
changes to the passport technology system would require considerable modification, for which 
funding has not yet been obtained.

Paragraph (iv) of Section 1 of the European Communities (Amendment) Act 2012 will add 
to the definition of “treaties governing the European Union”, contained in Section 1 of the Eu-
ropean Communities Act 1972; the Protocol on the concerns of the Irish people on the Treaty of 
Lisbon, annexed to the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, done at Brussels on 16 May 2012.  Paragraph (iv) of Section 1 of the 2012 Act 
will be commenced as soon as the Protocol has been ratified by all EU member states. At pres-
ent, eight member states have yet to ratify the Protocol. Our embassies in those countries are in 
regular contact with the relevant national authorities with a view to encouraging ratification as 
soon as possible and my Department is closely monitoring the matter.
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EU Directives

01/10/2013WRF03000161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of 
responsibility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting 
from present non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40636/13]

01/10/2013WRF03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has no EU Directives awaiting transposition. Re-
sponsibility for transposing EU measures into Irish law rests with individual Departments with 
responsibility for the relevant policy area.  I would draw the Deputy’s attention to our much 
improved record in the transposition of EU Directives. Ireland achieved a zero% transposition 
deficit score in the December 2012 Internal Market Scoreboard, by transposing all Directives 
on time. We were only the second Member State to achieve this since the Scoreboard was first 
compiled in 1997. We achieved a score of 0.3%, which is half the 0.6% EU-wide average, in 
the May 2013 Internal Market Scoreboard.

Passport Applications

01/10/2013WRF03200162. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding a passport error in respect of a person (details supplied). [40717/13]

01/10/2013WRF03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Last 
month the individual in question made direct contact with the Passport Service in regard to the 
gender value in the passport which was issued to her in February, 2011.  The circumstances of 
her complaint have been investigated.  The following facts were established:

(i) the individual in question declared on her application form that her gender was male;

(ii) the individual’s error with regard to her gender went through the passport process with-
out being changed;

(iii) her passport was subsequently issued with the male gender value on display;

(iv) the records of the individual’s previous passport show her gender as female;

(v) No transgender issues arise in this case that would warrant a change in her gender.   

In light of these findings, the Passport Service found that a free replacement passport should 
issue.  This was done on 17 September, 2013.

It is a matter of regret that this unfortunate sequence of events placed the individual and her 
family in a difficult and stressful situation while travelling abroad recently.  While it accepted 
that the incorrect statement of gender was not identified during the processing of the applica-
tion, the onus must be on each applicant to complete his/her application form correctly and on 
receipt of the passport to check that their personal details are correct. Section 8 of the Passport 
Application Form requires the applicant to declare that the particulars in the application are 
correct and the information notes, which accompany the application form, also advise that it is 
essential that the application is completed correctly.

Moreover, it is clear that despite her regular use of the incorrect passport, this error was only 
recently detected.  Once an error in the printed details is discovered by an applicant, the matter 
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should be reported to the Customer Care Unit in the Passport Service.  Passport policy permits 
the early and free replacement of erroneous passports.  Early detection of such errors will result 
in quick remedial action and avoid any difficulties while travelling abroad.

01/10/2013WRF03350Inter-Country Adoptions

01/10/2013WRF03400163. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide an update on meetings with the relevant Russian authorities in relation 
to changes in Russian adoption legislation that has meant that a number of prospective adoptive 
parents here may now be unable to adopt. [40846/13]

01/10/2013WRF03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I un-
derstand the Deputy is referring to changes introduced in July this year to the adoption legis-
lation in the Russian Federation. I am aware of the serious implications which now arise for 
several prospective adoptive parents who believed that they were at an advanced stage in the 
adoptions process. I can confirm that the Irish Embassy in Moscow approached the relevant 
Russian authorities shortly after the introduction of the new provisions in order to clarify the 
impact on prospective adoptive parents.  The Russian Ministry of Education and Science ad-
vised the Embassy that all Russian orphaned children, including those already referred to pro-
spective parents, must now be on the national adoptions database for an additional 6 months 
than was previously the case, before being eligible for international adoption.    In response to 
a subsequent request from my colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald T.D., who has lead responsibility on this matter, I asked our Embassy in Moscow to 
seek an urgent meeting with the relevant Russian authorities to see whether there may be any 
scope to waive new regulations in respect of prospective adoptive parents from Ireland who 
have been most affected by the new Russian provisions. 

The Ambassador has since discussed the matter with the Deputy Foreign Minister, seeking 
some flexibility on their part in dealing with the unique set of circumstances that these Irish 
families find themselves in and seeking his assistance in arranging a meeting with the Minister 
for Education and Science, who has lead responsibility on the Russian side. I very much hope 
that this meeting can take place soon.

Minister Fitzgerald has also discussed the matter with the Russian Chargé d’Affaires in 
Dublin and her Department will host a delegation of Russian officials later this month for fur-
ther talks on a proposed bilateral adoptions agreement between Ireland and the Russian Federa-
tion.

Let me conclude by saying that I have the greatest sympathy for those who believed they 
were nearing the end of the process of adoption only now to find themselves in an exceptionally 
difficult situation as a result of the changes in Russian procedures. Indeed, my Department has 
been in contact with a number of prospective parents in Ireland who fear that they will now be 
unable to complete their adoptions before 31 October 2013 when their Irish certificates of eli-
gibility are due to expire under the Adoptions Act 2010.   I hope that a satisfactory arrangement 
can be arrived at to accommodate their particular circumstances.         

01/10/2013WRF03550Diplomatic Representation Issues

01/10/2013WRF03600164. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the locations of Irish embassies and consulates 
across the world; the number and grade of DFA officials stationed in each. [40973/13]
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01/10/2013WRF03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:  

Mission Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged (includ-
ing agency) administrative, 
clerical and other support 
staff

Abu Dhabi 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary

4

Abuja 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

5

Addis Ababa 1 Counsellor
2 Development Specialist
1 Higher Executive Officer
1 Junior Professional Intern

4

Ankara 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Assistant Principal Officer
1 Third Secretary

4

Athens 1 Counsellor1 First Secre-
tary
1 Higher Executive Officer

5.3*

Atlanta 1 First Secretary 1
Beijing 1 Assistant Secretary

1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

12

Berlin 1 Second Secretary
3 First Secretary/APO
1 Third Secretary

6

Berne 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary

3

Boston 1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

3

Brasilia 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

4

Bratislava 1 First Secretary 2
Brussels (Embassy – includ-
ing PfP representation)

1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary
1 Higher Executive Officer
1 Clerical Officer

4

Brussels (Permanent Rep-
resentation to the European 
Union)

2 Assistant Secretary
2 Counsellor
11 First Secretary/APO
2 Third Secretary
1 Higher Executive Officer
2 Executive Officer
17 Clerical Officer

6

Bucharest 1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

5
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Mission Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged (includ-
ing agency) administrative, 
clerical and other support 
staff

Budapest 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

4

Buenos Aires 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3.4*

Cairo 1 Counsellor
1 Assistant Principal Officer
1 Third Secretary

6

Canberra 1 Counsellor1 First 
Secretary

7.1*

Chicago 1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

3.4*

Copenhagen 1 Second Secretary
1 Third Secretary

4.4*

Dar-Es-Salaam 1 Principal Development 
Specialist
1 Senior Development 
Specialist
2 Development Specialist
1 Higher Executive Officer
1 Junior Professional Intern

3

Edinburgh 1 First Secretary
1 Clerical Officer

1

Freetown 1 Development Specialist
1 Third Secretary

1

Geneva (Permanent 
Mission to the United 
Nations) (Including tempo-
rary extra staff relating to 
Ireland’s membership of the 
UN Human Rights Council)

1 Assistant Secretary
4 First Secretary
2 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer
1 Junior Professional Intern
2 Interns
1 Clerical Officer

3.5*

Hanoi 1 Counsellor
1 Senior Development 
Specialist
1 Development Specialist
1 Third Secretary
1 Clerical Officer

3

Helsinki 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3

Kampala (Ambassador post currently 
vacant)
1 Senior Development 
Specialist
1 Third Secretary

4
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Mission Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged (includ-
ing agency) administrative, 
clerical and other support 
staff

Kuala Lumpur 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary

5.5*

Lilongwe 1 Principal Development 
Specialist
1 Senior Development 
Specialist
1 Third Secretary
1 Junior Professional Intern

1

Lisbon 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3

Ljubljana 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3

London (including  Passport 
office)

1 Assistant Secretary
2 Counsellor
3 First Secretary/APO
2 Third Secretary
2 Higher Executive Officer
4 Executive Officer
2 Staff Officer
8 Clerical Officer

13.5*

Lusaka 1 Principal Officer
1 Development Specialist
1 Third Secretary
1 Junior Professional Intern

3

Luxembourg 1 First Secretary 4
Madrid 1 Assistant Secretary

1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

10

Maputo 1 Counsellor
1 Senior Development 
Specialist
2 Development Specialist
1 Third Secretary
1 Junior Professional Intern

3

Maseru 1 Counsellor
1 Senior Development 
Specialist

2

Mexico 1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

5

Moscow 1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary
2 Clerical Officer

9
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Mission Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged (includ-
ing agency) administrative, 
clerical and other support 
staff

New Delhi 1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

6

New York - Consulate 
General

1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer

12

New York (Permanent Mis-
sion to the United Nations)

1 Assistant Secretary
1 Counsellor
4 First Secretary
2 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer

6

Nicosia 1 First Secretary 3
Oslo 1 Counsellor

1 Third Secretary
3

Ottawa 1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

5

Paris 1 Assistant Secretary
2 First Secretary
2 Third Secretary

13

Paris (Permanent Mission 
to the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and 
Development and UNESCO)

1 Counsellor
1 First Secretary

1

Prague 1 Counsellor
1 Higher Executive Officer

5

Pretoria 1 Assistant Secretary
2 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

8

Ramallah 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

4

Riga 1 First Secretary 2
Riyadh 1 Counsellor

1 Third Secretary
8

Rome 1 Deputy Secretary
1 First Secretary

8.8*

San Francisco 1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

3

Seoul 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

4

Shanghai 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary
1 Clerical Officer

4
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Mission Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Officers 
posted from HQ

Locally engaged (includ-
ing agency) administrative, 
clerical and other support 
staff

Singapore 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary

4

Sofia 1 Counsellor
1 Higher Executive Officer

4

Stockholm 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3

Strasbourg 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Third Secretary
1 Intern

3

Sydney 1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

3

Tallinn 1 First Secretary 2
Tel Aviv 1 Assistant Secretary

1 First Secretary
3.5*

The Hague 1 Assistant Secretary
1 Assistant Principal
1 Third Secretary

5

Tokyo 1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

7

Valletta 1 First Secretary 2
Vienna (Embassy) 1 Assistant Secretary

1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

5

Vienna (Permanent Mis-
sion to the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe)

1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary

3

Vilnius 1 Counsellor
1 Third Secretary

3

Warsaw 1 Assistant Secretary
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary

4

Washington DC 1 Deputy Secretary
1 Counsellor
3 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer
1 Clerical Officer

8

The above table does not include Consulates headed by Honorary Consuls, the staff of 
which are not employees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

*Full Time Equivalent – this number takes account of officers on work-sharing arrange-
ments.
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Prisoner Welfare

01/10/2013WRF03800165. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to the fact that an Irish citizen (details supplied), is 
currently in prison for three years in Northern Ireland; in those three years they have not been 
questioned by PSNI, not charged with a crime, neither have they had a parole hearing for over 
two years, a hearing to which they are entitled yearly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40984/13]

01/10/2013WRF03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers and my officials monitor this and other cases very 
closely. The individual referred to is a convicted prisoner who was released by the British au-
thorities under licence in 1992. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland revoked that licence 
in April 2010 and the individual has as a result been in custody for over three further years.    In 
May 2013 the Supreme Court refused leave to the individual to appeal the decision to revoke 
his license. A further appeal in relation to the granting of bail has not yet been heard by the Su-
preme Court and it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter. 

 I understand that the Parole Commissioners are due to conduct a second review of this case 
and the timing of the proceedings is for the Parole Commissioners to determine. The Parole 
Commissioners’ process is strictly independent and, under Rule 22 of the Parole Commission-
ers’ Rules (Northern Ireland) 2009, information about the Commission’s proceedings cannot 
be made public.  My officials have raised developments in this case with the British side and 
continue to follow developments closely.

01/10/2013WRG00200EU Presidency Expenditure

01/10/2013WRG00300166. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the basis upon which it was decided where to spend the public funding on promoting 
the Irish Presidency, and in particular if moneys were spent on any newspaper supplements or 
advertisements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34272/13]

01/10/2013WRG00400167. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if moneys were spent on promoting or outlining achievements during Ireland’s EU Presidency 
after the Presidency was concluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34273/13]

01/10/2013WRG00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 166 and 167 together.

In the European Year of Citizens, we felt it important to keep Irish citizens informed on the 
developments of the Irish Presidency through a modest and cost-efficient information cam-
paign.  An information feature was published in the Metro Herald on 9 January. Coinciding with 
the visit of the College of the European Commission to Dublin, the feature marked the start of 
the Presidency, the 40th anniversary of Ireland joining the EEC and the European Year of Citi-
zens.  It also drew attention to the Presidency website www.eu2013.ie as a source of ongoing 
information for the public about the Presidency and about Ireland in Europe. This feature cost 
€14,000 plus VAT.

Metro Herald was again used for an information feature on 2 July to outline the results of 
the Presidency as it came to an end. To provide information beyond Dublin and the surround-
ing counties, a further information feature was published with a national newspaper, the Irish 
Independent, on 5 July. Each of these features cost €14,000 plus VAT.
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These features were placed through the advertising agency which holds a framework 
contract for print advertising with the government; the agency was consulted as to the reach 
achieved by such features, the optimum timing for publication, the availability of specific dates 
and of course maximising value for money given the limited budget available.  At the outset of 
the Presidency, we secured 37 billboard posters for Dublin city centre from Dublin City Coun-
cil – there was no rental cost for these and minimal design cost as we re-used the Presidency 
branding already developed.  There was no online or broadcast advertising undertaken and no 
further publications are planned.

As is customary for an EU Presidency, a report outlining our legislative results over the six 
months was produced on 1 July. The cost incurred were €6,236.10 for the design of the 100-
page report in four language versions and €3,891.96 for translation. This document, produced 
within a tight turnaround time, is available for download on the Presidency website at www.
eu2013.ie in all four languages. There was also a limited print run of this report which was man-
aged by the in-house printing capacity in the Department of Finance.

These modest outlays will be covered from within the Presidency budget in the Department 
of the Taoiseach. As you may be aware, the overall budget for the 2013 Presidency was set at 
€60 million, excluding security costs. This amounted to an overall figure in excess of 40% less 
than the cost of the 2004 Presidency.  With some costs still to be determined, it is now clear at 
this stage that projected Presidency spending will come under the original Presidency budget of 
€60m. The revised projected Presidency spend is now €51m, a saving of at least €9m.  As final 
payments are made, a full financial report will be published later this year setting out the final 
cost of the Presidency.

01/10/2013WRG00600Foreign Conflicts

01/10/2013WRG00700168. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed the issue of Syria with the British Prime Minister since Dáil Éireann rose for 
its summer recess. [39077/13]

01/10/2013WRG00800169. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has had any contacts with French President Francois Hollande in relation to the Syrian 
crisis. [39078/13]

01/10/2013WRG00900170. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the contact he has had with EU leaders over the summer recess in relation to the Syrian crisis. 
[39080/13]

01/10/2013WRG01000171. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if European leaders have recently discussed the situation in Syria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39087/13]

01/10/2013WRG01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 168 to 171, inclusive, together.

I spoke with the EU High Representative Cathy Ashton on Wednesday 28 August about 
the gas attacks in Syria on 21 August 2013.  Syria was among the principal topics discussed 
at the informal meeting of EU Foreign Ministers which I attended in Vilnius on 7 September 
and where we were briefed on the US perspective by Secretary of State John Kerry.  I and my 
EU colleagues agreed that the Syrian crisis should be addressed through the United Nations 
process.
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Syria was also discussed in a wide range of meetings I had at the United Nations General 
Assembly last week, including with UN Secretary General Ban.  In my address to the UN 
General Assembly on 28 September, I reiterated my unreserved condemnation of the appalling 
gas attacks in Ghouta on 21 August and I welcomed the UN Security Council Resolution of 27 
September endorsing the framework agreed by the United States and Russia for the complete 
elimination of Syria’s chemical weapons.  I have allocated €200,000 to support the vital work of 
the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, assisted by the UN, in implementing 
these arrangements.

The Security Council has also called for the early convening of an international conference 
to address all aspects of the conflict and I am greatly encouraged by the indications that this 
could get under way in a matter of weeks.  The inescapable reality is that the crisis can only be 
resolved politically through a genuinely inclusive negotiating process.  In my address, I also 
reaffirmed the need for the removal of impediments to delivery of assistance necessary to al-
leviate the dire humanitarian situation and for full accountability for the 21 August gas attack 
and the many other serious human rights violations perpetrated in Syria.

01/10/2013WRG01200Official Engagements

01/10/2013WRG01300172. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on his meeting with Secretary General of the OECD Mr. Angel Gurría during 
his visit to Dublin on the 12 September 2013.  [39065/13]

01/10/2013WRG01400173. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he discussed the jobs crisis in his meeting with Mr. Angel Gurría, Secretary General of the 
OECD during his visit to Dublin on 12 September 2013.  [39066/13]

01/10/2013WRG01500174. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he discussed the issues of high unemployment and the increasing poverty levels here during 
his meeting with Mr. Angel Gurría, Secretary General of the OECD during his visit to Dublin 
on 12 September 2013.  [39067/13]

01/10/2013WRG01600175. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he met with the Secretary General of the OECD when he was in Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39133/13]

01/10/2013WRG01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 172 to 175, inclusive, together.

The Secretary-General of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), Mr. Angel Gurría, visited Dublin on 12 September. Mr. Gurría used the opportunity 
of his visit to launch the OECD’s Economic Survey of Ireland, a biennial assessment of this 
country’s economic performance and prospects. I welcome the analysis contained in the Sur-
vey, with its focus on tackling youth unemployment, in particular, and its consideration of how 
Ireland can best build a knowledge-based economy. I am confident it will assist the Government 
in planning the next steps of our economic recovery.  Mr. Gurría also had a number of other 
engagements during his time in Dublin. In addition to meetings with me and with the Taoise-
ach, the Secretary General met with  Ministers Bruton and Burton and  also participated in a 
round-table with the Irish Business and Employers Confederation and visited the Digital Skills 
Academy.

My own discussions with Mr. Gurría were open and constructive. I thanked him for the 
OECD’s valuable contribution to the formation of economic and social policy in Ireland, espe-
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cially in the current context of our imminent exit from the Troika programme and the upcoming 
budget in October. I also outlined some of the challenges we are still facing and the need for the 
Government to build on progress already achieved.

I am pleased to report that Mr. Gurría was positive in his assessment of our economic pros-
pects. His view was that Ireland has firmly returned to growth mode and that we can expect 
stronger figures in 2014 as the external environment continues to improve. He felt that we were 
beginning to see the benefits of difficult policy decisions already made and that our return to the 
financial markets would be a significant boost, both domestically and for the EU as a whole. He 
also pledged the OECD’s continuing assistance in the time ahead.

Mr. Gurría was complimentary too about the achievements of the Irish EU Presidency, in-
cluding agreement on the Youth Guarantee. I described the challenges we face in reducing the 
unacceptably high level of unemployment in Ireland and some of the measures we have taken 
to tackle the problem, which have recently begun to bear fruit. I welcomed the OECD’s work 
underway in  drawing up an Irish Youth Employment Action Plan  – and said that we look for-
ward to drawing on that document in due course as a source of policy ideas and international 
best practice. Mr Gurría also updated me on the important work the OECD is undertaking on 
taxation, and in particular on Base Erosion and Profit Sharing (BEPS). We will continue to sup-
port and constructively engage with the OECD in this important project.

It is clear to me, after Mr. Gurría’s successful visit and our open exchanges with him about 
Ireland’s economic recovery, that we only stand to benefit from continued active engagement 
with the OECD. I will encourage further cooperation with the organisation in the years ahead 
and stress the need for us to leverage their considerable expertise and experience to Ireland’s 
best advantage.

01/10/2013WRG01800Climate Change Policy

01/10/2013WRG01900176. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to Oxfam’s latest report Growing Disruption: Climate 
Change and the fight against hunger which provides up to date links between climate change 
and causes of hunger, particularly the threat on food security arising from a reduction in crop 
production; his position regarding climate change links to world hunger and if he will take on 
board recommendations outlined by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - IPCC 
AR5 - working group I report released shortly; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41073/13]

01/10/2013WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I have noted with interest Oxfam’s very informative Issue Briefing, ‘Growing Disruption: 
Climate Change, Food and the Fight against Hunger’.  Ireland’s new policy for international de-
velopment, ‘One World, One Future’ , recognises the inextricable link between climate change, 
development and our ability to tackle global hunger. We have prioritised global hunger and 
climate change in the Policy.

The scale of the challenge of fighting hunger and providing nutritious food for a growing 
global population in the context of a changing climate was one of the main development pri-
orities for Ireland’s EU Presidency this year.  We hosted a major international conference in 
Dublin in April to bring the hunger, nutrition and climate agenda together. We brought together 
key policy makers and local and grassroots people facing the realities of climate change, rising 
food prices, failed crops, under-nutrition and hunger.
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 5th Assessment report entitled 
Climate Change 2013: the Physical Science Basis, was published recently. This is the Work-
ing Group report and I understand that any recommendations will be included in the full report 
which is to be completed by the end of 2014. The central finding of this report is that scientists 
are more certain than ever that human activity is increasing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
contributing to raising global land and sea temperatures and changing climate.

At country level, through the Irish Aid programme, we have witnessed the effects of climate 
change on the ground.  Through our work to combat hunger we are providing assistance to help 
farmers and communities adapt to the changing environmental context.  Through our support 
for agricultural research we are assisting small farmers to become more productive through 
improving farms practices and seed varieties.  We support the work of our non-governmental 
partners, including Oxfam, to address hunger in the context of a changing climate. We are plac-
ing increased focus on agricultural support for conservation farming, agro-forestry, food crop 
diversification, small scale irrigation and drought resistant seed varieties to help poor farmers 
to reduce hunger and adapt to a changing climate.

01/10/2013WRG02100HIV-AIDS Programmes

01/10/2013WRG02200177. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 153 of 24 September 2013, when he will publish 
the strategy statement guide on HIV-AIDS in his development programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [41074/13]

01/10/2013WRG02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government’s new Policy on International Development One World One Future, which 
sets out our development aid commitments, was published in May. Addressing HIV/AIDS is 
one of those commitments.  The Policy also sets out the main strategic areas for intervention 
under each commitment, which include investment at global, regional and country level for 
more effective prevention of HIV and for addressing inequality and gender-based violence as 
drivers of the epidemic.  The strategic areas of focus on HIV will be underpinned by a coherent 
approach to mitigating against HIV across all six priority areas of action in the Policy - global 
hunger, climate change, human rights and accountability, trade and economic growth, essential 
services and an increased focus on fragile states. By addressing the drivers of the disease and 
its terrible consequences, we will seek to maximise our impact with an effective approach to 
fighting this global epidemic.  I am now working with officials in my Department to outline an 
implementation plan for our new development policy including HIV/AIDS. We expect this ac-
tion plan to be finalised in early 2014.

01/10/2013WRG02400EU Presidency Issues

01/10/2013WRG02500178. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will update Dáil Éireann on the European Council’s deliberations in 2013 on the principle of 
subsidiarity that underpins the European Union; if he will refer in this regard to developments 
that occurred during Ireland’s Presidency of the European Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30048/13]

01/10/2013WRG02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): While 
the European Council did not hold any specific discussions on the principle of subsidiarity 
during 2013, the December 2012 European Council concluded, in the context of President 
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Van Rompuy’s report on the completion of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), that 
the “general objective remains to ensure democratic legitimacy and accountability at the level 
at which decisions are taken and implemented ”.  Leaders also agreed that any new steps to-
wards strengthening economic governance needed to be accompanied by stronger legitimacy 
and accountability, with appropriate involvement by national parliaments and the European 
Parliament.  This message was reiterated by the March 2013 European Council in the context 
of ongoing work on deepening EMU.

The Informal Meeting of Ministers and State Secretaries for European Affairs chaired by the 
Irish Presidency in January 2013, considered the issue of democratic legitimacy and account-
ability.  The discussion focussed on immediate practical steps that could be taken within the 
existing supporting measures within the Lisbon Treaty. Ministers expressed support for greater 
interaction between the European Parliament and national parliaments, including through CO-
SAC.  Ireland chaired the XLIX COSAC plenary in June 2013, which welcomed the successful 
intensification of interparliamentary exchange of information on subsidiarity scrutiny since the 
coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty, in many cases contributing to specific scrutiny out-
comes. COSAC affirmed the importance of effective execution of this role by national parlia-
ments and encouraged further cooperation between national Parliaments when appropriate in 
order to reach the thresholds under the Treaties.

As the Deputy will be aware, arising from its right of legislative initiative, and before pro-
posing new initiatives, the European Commission verifies whether the EU has the right to take 
action and whether the objectives of the proposed action cannot be sufficiently achieved by 
Member States. In this context, I refer the Deputy to the Commission’s Annual Report on Sub-
sidiarity and Proportionality. The Report for 2012 was published in July 2013.  http://ec.europa.
eu/smart-regulation/better_regulation/documents/2012_subsidiarity_report_en.pdf.

Furthermore, national Parliaments have an important role under the Treaties in scrutinising 
European Commission legislative proposals for compliance with the principle of subsidiarity 
and, where appropriate, issuing reasoned opinions where a breach is considered to have oc-
curred. Oireachtas Committees are charged with this responsibility as part of their scrutiny of 
draft legislative proposals under Standing Orders and their Orders of Reference.

01/10/2013WRG02700Undocumented Irish in the USA

01/10/2013WRG02800179. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will update Dáíl Éireann on his recent work engaging with political leaders in the USA 
regarding Irish citizens who live in that country without documentation. [30046/13]

01/10/2013WRG02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
is an issue I treat with the very highest priority. During my visit to the US last week, I spoke 
with several key contacts in the US Congress including leading members of the House Judiciary 
Committee, Minority House Leader Nancy Pelosi, and Chair of the Congressional Friends of 
Ireland, Pete King.  I also met with representatives of Irish community groups as well as some 
community members who are undocumented.  I am acutely aware of the difficulties they face 
as a result of their undocumented status.  I am more determined than ever to continue to work 
to find a solution to their plight.

A resolution of the situation facing the undocumented Irish in the United States remains a 
priority for the Government.  The Government also attaches great importance to seeking provi-
sion for future flows of migration between Ireland and the United States through the extension 
of the “E-3” visa scheme to include Irish citizens.   In this context, we very much welcomed the 



Questions - Written Answers

160

US Senate’s approval of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modern-
ization Bill by a 68-32 margin on 27 June last.  The comprehensive draft legislation, which was 
drafted over several months by a bi-partisan group of eight US Senators, provides for extensive 
reform of the US immigration system. It includes provisions that would legalise the status of 
undocumented Irish people and provide a path to permanent residency.  It also provides for fu-
ture flows of legal migration between Ireland and the US via the proposed E-3 visa.

The Bill is a very positive development.  Its provisions, if adopted, would help to end the 
great hardship and uncertainty faced by undocumented Irish in the US and their families here 
in Ireland.  The inclusion of a new provision to allow several thousand Irish citizens to legally 
avail of employment opportunities in the US every year is also particularly welcome.

The focus has now shifted to the House of Representatives for its consideration of the is-
sues.  It remains to be seen whether a consolidated Bill can be agreed between the Senate and 
the House of Representatives.  It is generally accepted that securing overall agreement will 
remain a complex and challenging process, particularly at a time when Congress is preoccupied 
by budgetary and debt issues.  This was clear from my discussions last week and I believe the 
challenge to secure agreement has become even greater in recent times.  I am determined to 
continue to deploy all our resources at political, diplomatic and Irish community level to make 
progress on this vital issue.

In addition to my contacts last week in New York, I visited Washington DC on 11-12 July 
and held a series of meetings on Capitol Hill, including with key members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate, with the US Administration and with Irish-American community rep-
resentatives.  I reiterated throughout all these contacts the Government’s interest in all aspects 
of immigration reform and in particular our interest in seeing an overall agreement reached 
which provides relief for currently undocumented Irish migrants and a facility for future flows 
of legal migration between Ireland and the US.

I wish to acknowledge the critically important role being played by a number of Irish com-
munity organisations, including the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Chicago Celts for Immi-
gration Reform and the Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform.  I also want to acknowledge the 
role played by Ambassador Collins and more recently by Ambassador Anderson and staff at the 
Embassy in Washington who have been steadily building support for our objectives.

01/10/2013WRG03000Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRG03100180. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will provide an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Depart-
ment since this Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41595/13]

01/10/2013WRG03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Most 
of the legislation brought forward by my Department does not routinely impact significantly on 
the regulatory environment. Regulatory Impact Assessments are carried out on all legislation 
as necessary. However, since March 2011, no Regulatory Impact Statements have been carried 
out across my Department.

01/10/2013WRG03300NAMA Property Sales

01/10/2013WRG03400181. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has publically re-
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quested the National Asset Management Agency to defer without prejudice the auction of 274 
acres of important heritage lands in the Liffey Valley, Dublin (details supplied) in order to fa-
cilitate time to explore the securing of these lands for the public interest and the benefit of the 
nation; if he will provide a copy of this request; the response from NAMA; if he will explain the 
rationale for not pursuing this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40515/13]

01/10/2013WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have not publicly requested that 
NAMA defer this property sale; the property in question has been for sale on the open market 
for some time, which allowed any interested buyer to make their interest known to NAMA. 
This property was sold at auction on 27th September.   As the Deputy will be aware that given 
the independence afforded to NAMA by the NAMA Act, and having established NAMA’s man-
date through legislation, I have no role as Minister for Finance in relation to strategies applied 
by NAMA in fulfilling that mandate. Decisions relating to the sale of properties securing its 
loans are an operational matter for the Board of NAMA which is guided by its commercial 
mandate under the NAMA Act 2009.

NAMA’s role is that of a secured lender, like any bank they own the debt while the debtor 
or appointed liquidator still owns and controls the assets and is ultimately responsible for these 
assets, the Agency is therefore not in a position to compel its debtors and receivers to cede 
property either free of charge or at less than market value.

NAMA fulfils its social obligation remit by facilitating a dialogue between NAMA debtors 
and 3rd parties so as to enable the latter to acquire suitable property for social, sporting and 
other public purposes. To this end the NAMA Board has committed to giving first option to 
State bodies on the purchase of property which may be suitable for their purposes where these 
bodies have requirements such as schools, hospitals, and so on. When considering any transac-
tion under its social obligation, Section 10 of the NAMA Act requires NAMA to maximise the 
return on its loans for the benefit of the taxpayer.

01/10/2013WRG03600Tax Reliefs Availability

01/10/2013WRG03700182. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the exact tax treatments and-
or reliefs available to the case No. 11435 when the final agreed fair deal bill is settled (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40537/13]

01/10/2013WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information supplied I 
understand the Deputy’s question to refer to the tax treatment of any Financial Contribution 
made in respect of an individual under the Nursing Home Support Scheme Act 2009.  Section 
469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief in respect of health expenses in 
the provision of health care incurred by an individual or an individual’s spouse or civil partner, 
on their own behalf or on behalf of someone else.

Any contribution made by an individual in defraying expenses in the nature of maintenance 
or treatment in a nursing home on behalf of an individual, where that individual has received 
State support under section 3 of the Nursing Home Support Scheme Act 2009, otherwise known 
as the “Fair Deal Scheme”, is treated as health expenses qualifying for relief.  This relief is 
given at the marginal rate of tax but cannot exceed an amount which reduces the income tax 
liability for the year to nil.

The State support contribution towards the cost of such nursing home expenses under this 
scheme is not treated as a qualifying expense.  Any health expenses, including any deferred 
payment in respect of the Financial Contribution, defrayed out of the estate of a deceased per-
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son by his or her executor or administrator are deemed to have been defrayed by the deceased 
person immediately before his or her death.  Relief is granted to an individual after the end of 
the tax year by way of a claim made to the Revenue Commissioners by completing a tax return 
including form Med 1, or through the online services of ROS or PAYE Anytime.

01/10/2013WRG03900VAT Rate Application

01/10/2013WRG04000183. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance if the proposed water rates will 
be subject to VAT. [40998/13]

01/10/2013WRG04100213. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
charging of VAT on metered water for domestic and non domestic use; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41085/13]

01/10/2013WRG04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 
and 213 together.

At present, work is underway on the overall structure of Irish Water, its financial model and 
the treatment of its function for taxation.  The outcome of this work will determine the VAT 
treatment of water charges.

01/10/2013WRG04300VAT Rebates

01/10/2013WRG04400184. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance when a refund of VAT 
will be paid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40388/13]

01/10/2013WRG04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a VAT Refund has been approved and will issue to the person concerned 
shortly.

01/10/2013WRH00200Tax Clearance Certificates

01/10/2013WRH00300185. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if a tax clearance certificate 
will be issued to a company (details supplied) in view of the fact that the company has clarified 
on more than one occasion that corporation tax is not due and the company does not engage in 
a trade.  [40415/13]

01/10/2013WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a Tax Clearance Certificate issued for the company (details supplied) on 29/08/2013.

01/10/2013WRH00500Central Bank of Ireland Issues

01/10/2013WRH00600186. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his plans to open recruit-
ment in the printing works of currency production division over the next year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40420/13]

01/10/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I have no func-
tion in the recruitment of staff in the Central Bank. I have been informed by the Central Bank 
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that their policy is to recruit resources as required to satisfy their business needs, and the recruit-
ment policy for the Central Bank’s printing works is no exception to this. Furthermore, I have 
been advised by the Central Bank that all of the vacancies advertised have been open to external 
candidates to apply. The Central Bank is satisfied that the staffing levels and associated recruit-
ment has been, and continues to be, appropriate to its business needs.

01/10/2013WRH00800Property Taxation Yield

01/10/2013WRH00900187. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of property tax 
that has been raised this year and the anticipated amount to be raised in a full year, broken down 
by electoral constituency and by local authority.  [40464/13]

01/10/2013WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that compliance data for Local Property Tax (LPT) are only available broken down by 
city and county councils nationally and the most up to date figures available are published on 
the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/lpt-preliminary-data.pdf. More up-to-
date data will be published in due course. 

The Commissioners further advise it is not possible to state at this point the precise amount 
of LPT which is expected to be collected for 2013 or 2014 for each local authority.  There are a 
numbers of factors which could affect that figure, including the continuation of the very strong 
level of voluntary compliance that was achieved in 2013, the impact of Revenue’s national 
compliance programme to follow-up on those liable persons who have failed to meet their LPT 
obligations for 2013 and the on-going level of deferrals of LPT.  However, since the LPT charge 
for 2013 was for a half year, a reasonable estimate at this stage in respect of 2014 would be to 
double the published figures for each local authority.

01/10/2013WRH01100Banking Sector Issues

01/10/2013WRH01200188. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has any concerns re-
garding the operation of certain foreign banks here (details supplied).  [40465/13]

01/10/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has advised 
me that it cannot comment on specific issues with regard to a regulated financial institution. 
However, the Central Bank has informed me that all lenders are required to comply with the 
requirements of the statutory Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA). The CCMA ap-
plies to the mortgage lending activities of all regulated entities, except credit unions, operating 
in the State, including:

- a financial services provider authorised, registered or licensed by the Central Bank of Ire-
land; and

- a financial services provider authorised, registered or licensed in another EU or EEA Mem-
ber State and which has provided, or is providing, mortgage lending activities in the State. 

The revised CCMA was published on 27 June 2013 and came into effect from 1 July 2013. 
The CCMA provides an integrated and cohesive package of consumer protection measures for 
borrowers facing or in mortgage arrears. It reflects the current mortgage arrears situation and 
seeks to deliver on the following principles, to:

- ensure appropriate resolution of each borrower’s arrears situation;
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- ensure that lenders deal with borrowers in a fair and transparent manner;

- support and facilitate meaningful engagement between lenders and borrowers; and

- ensure borrower awareness of the benefits of co-operating with their lender, and the con-
sequences of not co-operating.

All regulated firms are also required to comply with the statutory Code of Conduct for Busi-
ness Lending to SMEs.

01/10/2013WRH01400Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRH01500189. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the arrangements put in place 
by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifically require-
ments for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details of any assess-
ments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of signs assessed; 
when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken by his Depart-
ment were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if, not the reasoning for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40546/13]

01/10/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the question from the 
Deputy, my Department has signage in all its buildings in both the Irish and English language. 
This applies to both internal and external signs. A review of our signage was recently performed 
by An Coimisinéir Teanga and we await the results and recommendations of that review.  There 
are no schools or third level institutions within the remit of my Department.

01/10/2013WRH01700Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRH01800190. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been commenced; 
if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40599/13]

01/10/2013WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately the information requested 
by the Deputy could not be collated, by my Department, in the time available. My Department 
will respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

01/10/2013WRH02000Insurance Industry Issues

01/10/2013WRH02100191. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the period of notice that an in-
ternational insurance company licensed in Ireland is obliged to give to a consumer prior to that 
company’s withdrawal from the Irish market; if the company is obliged to notify the consumer 
directly as opposed to notifying the brokers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40620/13]

01/10/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that in my role as Minister for Finance I have responsibility for the development of the legal 
framework governing financial regulation, including insurance. The day to day responsibility 
for the supervision of financial institutions is a matter for the Central Bank which is statutorily 
independent in the exercise of its regulatory functions.
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I have made enquires with the Bank and they have informed me that according to Chapter 
3.11 of the consumer protection code 2012 ‘where a regulated entity intends to cease operat-
ing, merge with another, or to transfer all or part of its regulated activities to another regulated 
entity it must:

a) notify the Central Bank immediately;

b) provide at least two months’ notice to affected consumers to enable them to make alterna-
tive arrangements;

c) ensure all outstanding business is properly completed prior to the transfer, merger or ces-
sation of operations or, alternatively in the case of a transfer or merger, inform the consumer of 
how continuity of service will be provided following the transfer or merger; and

d) in the case of a merger or transfer of regulated activities, inform the consumer that their 
details are being transferred to the other regulated entity, if that is the case’. 

01/10/2013WRH02300EU Directives

01/10/2013WRH02400192. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the level of compliance 
with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibility; the current fines 
resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-compliance the 
State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40635/13]

01/10/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question 
there has been full compliance by my Department with European Union directives with the 
exception of the Financial Conglomerates Directive (FICOD) which was due for transposition 
on the 10th June 2013. There are currently no fines resulting from non-compliance and any 
potential fines resulting from non-compliance with the Financial Conglomerates Directive are 
unknown at this time.

01/10/2013WRH02600Universal Social Charge Yield

01/10/2013WRH02700193. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance when the extension of the 
universal social charge to over 70s with pensions over €60,000, was implemented; and what 
was the resultant yield on this measure thus far to end August in 2013, and projected yield for 
full year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40649/13]

01/10/2013WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that in Budget 2013, 
I announced that that the reduced rates of USC for those aged 70 years and over, as well as 
for medical card holders, with an income in excess of €60,000 would be discontinued from 1 
January 2013. This measure was estimated to yield €25 million in 2013 and €38 million in a 
full year.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that figures of USC receipts are not 
captured in such a manner as would enable the impact of this change to be separately identified.

01/10/2013WRH02900Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRH03000194. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance when the measure was 
implemented that would end the relief on lump sums and severance payments over €200,000, 
and the resultant yield on this measure thus far to end August in 2013 and projected yield for 
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full year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40650/13]

01/10/2013WRH03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Budget 2013, I announced that Top 
Slicing Relief would no longer be available from 1 January 2013 in respect of ex-gratia lump 
sums paid on retirement from, or termination of, an office or employment, where the non-statu-
tory payment was €200,000 or over.  This measure was estimated to yield €10 million in a full 
year.  However, as the relief is only granted by Revenue in respect of a claim made after the end 
of tax year in which the ex-gratia payment was made, there is no expected yield in 2013.  I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that figures of income tax receipts are not captured 
in such a manner as would enable the impact of this change to be separately identified going 
forward.

01/10/2013WRH03200Film Industry Tax Reliefs

01/10/2013WRH03300195. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend film 
relief and the implementation date of individual investors being taken out of film relief and 
what are the savings that will accrue from this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40651/13]

01/10/2013WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Budget 2013 I announced a number 
of changes to the existing scheme for film relief which was contained in Section 481 of the Con-
solidated Taxes Act 1997. The legal provisions required to enact those changes were contained 
in Finance Act 2013. Those changes will take effect from 1 January 2016.  The changes to Sec-
tion 481, which were enacted in response to a comprehensive review and cost benefit analysis 
by my Department, will mean that the tax benefits will, from 2016 onwards, accrue to the film 
producers rather than individual investors as has been the case. This type of arrangement is 
regarded as an international standard and is used in many jurisdictions.  The new arrangements 
are also expected to result in savings for the Exchequer, which the review estimated to be ap-
proximately €14m per annum, based on 2011 figures.  The operation of the film relief scheme 
is kept under regular review by my Department in conjunction with the Department of the Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

01/10/2013WRH03500Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRH03600196. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance on the issue of increasing 
capital gains tax by 3% in budget 2013, when this measure was implemented and the resultant 
yield on this measure thus far to end Augus 2013 and projected yield for full year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40652/13]

01/10/2013WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 provided for increasing 
the rate of capital gains tax from 30% to 33% for disposals made after 5 December 2012. This 
was implemented by way of Financial Resolution on Budget Night and was subsequently pro-
vided for in Finance Act 2013. The change was estimated to yield €50 million in 2013. How-
ever, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that figures of capital gains tax receipts 
are not captured in such a manner as would enable the impact of this change to be separately 
identified. It may be noted that as this change applied to disposals made after 5 December, 2012 
the bulk of capital gains tax receipts affected by the change are not due for payment until 15 
December, 2013.
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01/10/2013WRH03800Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRH03900197. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance on the issue of the increase 
in tax on capital acquisitions of gifts and inheritances by 3% in budget 2013, when this measure 
was introduced and the resultant yield on this measure thus far to end August 2013 and pro-
jected yield for full year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40653/13]

01/10/2013WRH04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 provided for increasing 
the rate of capital acquistions tax from 30% to 33% for gifts or inheritances taken after 5 De-
cember 2012. This was implemented by way of Financial Resolution on Budget Night and was 
subsequently provided for in Finance Act 2013. The change referred to was estimated to yield 
€20 million in 2013.  However, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that figures for 
capital acquisitions tax receipts are not captured in such a manner as would enable the impact 
of this change to be separately identified.  It may be noted that as this change applies to gifts or 
inheritances taken after 5 December 2012 the bulk of capital acquisitions tax receipts affected 
by the change are not due for payment until 31 October 2013, or 14 November 2013 where 
returns and payment are made through Revenue On-Line System.

01/10/2013WRH04100Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRH04200198. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the measure to reduce 
tax free thresholds for gifts and inheritances introduced in budget 2013 and the resultant yield 
on this measure thus far to end August 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40654/13]

01/10/2013WRH04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 provided for reducing the 
capital acquisitions tax group tax free thresholds by 10% for gifts or inheritances taken after 5 
December 2012. This was implemented by way of Financial Resolution on Budget Night and 
was subsequently provided for in Finance Act 2013. The change was estimated to yield €10 
million in 2013.  However, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that figures of capital 
acquisitions tax receipts are not captured in such a manner as would enable the impact of this 
change to be separately identified.  It may be noted that as this change applies to gifts or inheri-
tances taken after 5 December 2012 the bulk of capital acquisitions tax receipts affected by the 
change are not due for payment until 31 October 2013, or 14 November 2013 where returns and 
payment are made through Revenue On-Line System.

01/10/2013WRH04400Tax Code

01/10/2013WRH04500199. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if the budgetary measure 
announced in December 2013 of cutting the tax relief on pensions of over €60,000 would or has 
been implemented and the estimated savings from the measure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40656/13]

01/10/2013WRH04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my Budget 2013 speech, I announced 
that changes to give effect to the commitment in the Programme for Government to cap taxpay-
ers’ subsidies for pension schemes which deliver pension income of more than €60,000 will 
be put in place in 2014.  An examination of the various options for change, including possible 
changes to the Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) regime, is continuing.  An estimated full year 
saving of €250 million was provided for in respect of these changes, as outlined on page A 10 of 
the Budget 2013 booklet. The Budget 2013 booklet makes clear, however, that the savings fig-
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ure is provisional as further detailed analysis of the necessary changes and their impact would 
be required. That detailed analysis is ongoing.

01/10/2013WRH04700Tax Code

01/10/2013WRH04800200. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if membership fees for 
voluntary trade associations for businesses (details supplied) are eligible for tax relief or may 
be written off against a company’s corporate tax bill; the cost of same in 2010, 2011 and 2012; 
the rate at which relief is given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40662/13]

01/10/2013WRH04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In computing trading profits charge-
able to corporation tax at the 12.5% rate, companies are allowed to deduct costs incurred on 
membership fees for voluntary trade associations for businesses, where membership is wholly 
and exclusively for the purpose of their trade.  Statistical information on the amounts paid on 
membership fees for voluntary trade associations is not separately identified in the tax returns 
filed by companies and, as a consequence, the cost to the Exchequer of amounts deductible can-
not be estimated. 

01/10/2013WRH05000Budget Submissions

01/10/2013WRH05100201. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered in 
detail the pre-budget submission of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40665/13]

01/10/2013WRH05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has so far received in 
excess of 450 Pre-Budget Submissions from a wide range of groups and individuals. These are 
being considered by the relevant officials in the context of Budget and Finance Bill preparation.  
I can confirm that a submission from the Irish Congress of Trade Unions has been received. I 
would also advise the Deputy that I recently met with Congress in the context of Budget prepa-
ration.  However he will be aware also that it is not the practice of the Minister for Finance to 
discuss the details of measures which may be under consideration as part of the Budget and 
Finance Bill.

01/10/2013WRH05300Excise Duties Issues

01/10/2013WRH05400202. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of excise returns by category and by month from January 2012 to September 2013.  
[40682/13]

01/10/2013WRH05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the breakdown in excise returns by category and by month from January 2012 to 
August 2013, the latest date for which information is available, is as follows.

2012 Alcohol Tobacco Oils Carbon VRT Other 
Excise

JAN 87.8 1 223.8 16.8 47.7 8.5
FEB 35.6 52.8 166.7 41.3 62.9 4.1
MAR 50.6 55.8 176.7 24.5 56.1 4
APR 64.7 70.8 166.8 34.2 44.5 9
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2012 Alcohol Tobacco Oils Carbon VRT Other 
Excise

MAY 61.4 108 180.9 26 33.6 4.8
JUN 73.3 121.8 168.6 33.3 33.6 4
JUL 68.4 80.2 167.7 27.9 25.8 10.7
AUG 64.7 92.4 175.9 26.7 21.1 5.6
SEP 68.7 68.3 165.3 26.4 17.2 5.8
OCT 65.9 99.8 175.1 29.7 14.5 14.6
NOV 85 97.5 171.9 33.6 11.2 5.4
DEC 120 224 87.9 33.6 11.2 4
TOTAL 846.1 1072.3 2027.3 354 379.4 80.5

2013 Alcohol Tobacco Oils Carbon VRT Other 
Excise

JAN 93.5 1.1 231.4 26 52.1 8.3
FEB 40.6 104.8 158.9 42.7 64.6 3
MAR 52.2 52.5 173.2 33.6 55.1 3.9
APR 77.2 72 170.5 37.6 47.5 9.8
MAY 65.8 93.6 175.2 29.4 40 3.7
JUN 86.9 93.1 161 39.2 27 4.4
JUL 77.1 70 173.9 25.8 35.5 10.5
AUG 89.2 59.6 170.7 30.5 41 4.9
TOTAL 582.5 546.7 1414.8 264.8 362.8 48.5
The Category Other Excise includes Licences, Betting and Travel Tax.

Please note that the receipts shown for 2013 are provisional and are subject to revision. 

01/10/2013WRH05600IBRC Liquidation

01/10/2013WRH05700203. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he intervened in the 
publication of Anglo Irish Bank’s statement of affairs to ensure neither depositors nor borrow-
ers were named as reported; if so, the reason for such an intervention; the legal ramifications 
of ministerial interventions to facilitate closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40685/13]

01/10/2013WRH05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 224 of the Companies Act, 
1963, as it applies in modified form to the liquidation of IBRC pursuant to Section 10 of the 
IBRC Act, requires the directors of IBRC, unless “the Minister thinks it fit to order otherwise 
and so orders”, to prepare a Statement of Affairs in respect of IBRC (a “Statement of Affairs”) 
within 21 days of the date of the liquidation or such later date as I may specify. I have issued two 
Statutory Instruments (‘SIs’) in relation to the timing and content of the Statement of Affairs to 
be prepared by the directors of IBRC. The first SI issued on 6th August 2013 (SI 304 of 2013) 
and a second SI issued on 18th September 2013 (SI 358 of 2013). Both of these SIs were neces-
sary to facilitate requests made on behalf of the directors of IBRC in relation to the timing and 
content of the Statement of Affairs which they were required to produce. The effect of the two 
SIs was to extend the date of submission of the Statement of Affairs out to the 30th September 
2013 and also to waive the requirement to include the personal details of debtors and depositors 
of the bank as at 7th February 2013 in the Statement of Affairs. 

I am advised that it was not feasible for the directors of IBRC to prepare a Statement of 
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Affairs for IBRC within 21 days of the appointment of the special liquidators due to the com-
plexity of the balance sheet of IBRC on liquidation and due to the amount of work required to 
be completed by the directors in preparing the Statement of Affairs. The liquidation of IBRC 
is arguably the largest and most complex liquidation of a company in the history of the State 
and I am satisfied that it was simply not feasible for the directors to complete the Statement of 
Affairs within the period specified in the Companies Act and for that reason I agreed to extend 
the submission date of the Statement of Affairs to the 30th September 2013. 

I also agreed that it would not be appropriate or necessary for the purposes of the orderly 
winding-up of IBRC for the directors to disclose personal details of the bank’s approximately 
2,500 depositors in the Statement of Affairs, as there would be a risk that such details, if they 
were included in the Statement of Affairs, could quite possibly make their way into the public 
domain. I further agreed that it would be inappropriate and unnecessary for the purposes of the 
orderly winding-up of IBRC to require the disclosure of personal information of the approxi-
mately 17,000 mortgage holders as well as other debtors of the bank as part of the Statement 
of Affairs. There is a risk that such information, if disclosed in the Statement of Affairs, could 
become publicly available and in my view this would not be in the interests of the orderly wind-
ing up of IBRC or the maximisation of the value IBRC’s assets. 

The directors of IBRC remain obliged to produce a Statement of Affairs which will provide 
a detailed list of the assets and liabilities of the bank at the time of liquidation and the directors 
remain required to clearly set out the amounts owing by IBRC to secured, preferential and un-
secured creditors at the time of liquidation. Information on aggregate amounts owing by debtors 
of the bank, and owing by the bank to depositors, upon liquidation will still be included in the 
Statement of Affairs along with estimates of the recoverable value of the assets.

It is also important to note that the personal information concerning depositors and debtors 
which will not now be included in the Statement of Affairs is information which is already fully 
available to the Special Liquidators of the bank.  I made the decision to issue both the SIs fol-
lowing discussions and consultations between my officials and the directors of IBRC and the 
Special Liquidators of IBRC, who had no objection to the terms of the SIs.  The exclusion of 
personal information concerning depositors and debtors of the bank from the Statement of Af-
fairs will not therefore have any adverse impact on the orderly winding-up of the bank’s affairs.

01/10/2013WRJ00550Tax Collection Forecasts

01/10/2013WRJ00600204. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the projected yield in a full 
year, over current rates, if stamp duty on residential property sales was increased so that it was 
levied at 2% on the value of sale between €500,000 and €999,999.99 and 4% on the balance 
over €1 million; if such a forecast uses 2013 sales as a base; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40688/13]

01/10/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the full year yield to the Exchequer, in terms of the estimated outturn in 2013 from 
Stamp Duty on residential property, if the 1% rate of Stamp Duty on considerations of over 
€500,000 was increased to 2% would be €8.7 million; and if the 2% rate of Stamp Duty on 
considerations in excess of €1 million was increased to 4% would be €3.6 million.  

01/10/2013WRJ00750Tax Code

01/10/2013WRJ00800205. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reversing 
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excise duty increases on wine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40771/13]

01/10/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of excise rates on alcohol will 
be considered in the context of the forthcoming Budget. 

01/10/2013WRJ00950Universal Social Charge Application

01/10/2013WRJ01000206. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter regard-
ing universal social charge rates for those over 70 years of age (details supplied).  [40850/13]

01/10/2013WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, when the 
USC was introduced in Budget 2011, those aged 70 years and over were not liable to the top 
rates of charge. The maximum rate of charge for such individuals was 4% irrespective of the 
level of their income, unless they had self-employment income in excess of €100,000 for a tax 
year, in which case the maximum rate was increased to 7% on the amount of income in excess 
of €100,000. However, given the current budgetary constraints and the need to raise revenue, 
the Government decided in Budget 2013 that the reduced rates of USC for those age 70 years 
and over, and medical card holders, with an income in excess of €60,000, would be discontin-
ued from 1 January 2013.  Although the introduction of a step effect is never ideal, it is neces-
sary to achieve the desired yield.  Similar step effects can also be seen for the threshold at which 
the 2% rate of USC applies.  

It is important to point out that payments from the Department of Social Protection such as 
the State Pension are exempt from the USC. Furthermore, such payments will not be taken in 
to account in determining if an individual has exceeded the €60,000 threshold.  This measure 
ensures equity between all citizens with incomes in excess of €60,000. 

01/10/2013WRJ01150Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRJ01200207. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue that 
has been collected each year in tabular form since the introduction of the 80% tax rate on zoned 
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40995/13]

01/10/2013WRJ01300209. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money that has 
been generated in windfall tax in the past three years. [41018/13]

01/10/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 207 
and 209 together. 

I assume the Deputies are referring to the windfall gains provisions in sections 644AB and 
649B Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, introduced by section 240 National Asset Management 
Agency Act 2009 and amended by section 25 Finance Act 2010, which apply an 80% rate of 
tax to the profits or gains from land disposals where those profits or gains are attributable to a 
relevant planning decision by a planning authority rather than to any value attributable to the 
work of the landowner. 

“Relevant planning decision” is defined in the provisions as meaning (i) a change in the 
zoning of land in a development plan or local area plan from non-development land-use, that is 
from agricultural, open space, recreational or amenity use or a mixture of such uses, to develop-
ment land-use, that is to residential, commercial or industrial uses or a mixture of such uses, or 
from one development land-use to another, including a mixture of such uses, and (ii) a material 
contravention decision by a planning authority in relation to a development plan.  In the case of 
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rezonings, the 80% rate applies where there is a disposal of land following its rezoning where 
that rezoning takes place on or after 30 October 2009 and in the case of material contravention 
decisions, the 80% rate applies where there is a disposal of land following a material contraven-
tion decision where that decision is made on or after 4 February 2010.

The 80% tax rate applies in respect of disposals by individuals or companies as part of their 
land dealing/developing trade or as the disposal of a capital item. It only applies to the part of 
the profits or gains that is attributable to the relevant planning decision. Any part of the profits 
or gains that is attributable to other factors, such as construction operations on the land or the 
expectation that the land would be rezoned, or benefit from a material contravention decision 
in the future (‘hope value’), continues to be taxed at the normal income tax, corporation tax or 
capital gains tax rates, as appropriate.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that on the basis of the available details from 
corporation tax and income tax returns for 2009, 2010 and 2011, the latest year for which the 
necessary details are available, there is no record of any such profits or gains having been re-
turned. However, the Commissioners have indicated that the existing database does not include 
details of capital gains returned via the CG1 tax return because these are not captured in elec-
tronic format and, consequently, that if windfall profits have been returned using this medium, 
it is not possible to centrally identify the relevant details.

01/10/2013WRJ01450Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

01/10/2013WRJ01500208. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will review an ap-
plication in respect of a person (details supplied) for tax relief in relation to vehicles purchased 
for use by persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41008/13]

01/10/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The initial application for a Primary 
Medical Certificate under the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994, is made to the Senior Medical Officer of the relevant local Health Service 
Executive administrative area.  If the Primary Medical Certificate is refused, the person may 
appeal the refusal to the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, National Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Rochestown Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

I understand the person appealed the decision of the Senior Medical Officer not to grant a 
Primary Medical Certificate and the appeal was subsequently refused by the Medical Board of 
Appeal. If the person wishes to apply again for a Primary Medical Certificate, the application 
to the Senior Medical Officer must be accompanied by a medical certificate from a registered 
medical practitioner indicating that the practitioner has formed the opinion that the medical 
condition of the person concerned has materially deteriorated since the previous application.  I 
would point out that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the exercise of its functions.

Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 207.

01/10/2013WRJ01750Budget Submissions

01/10/2013WRJ01800210. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance his views on the SIMI’s pre bud-
get swappage proposal in order to increase new car sales. [41037/13]

01/10/2013WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has received a pre-
Budget submission from SIMI which includes, among other things a proposal for a swappage 
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scheme. All such proposals will be considered in the context of the forthcoming Budget.

01/10/2013WRJ01950Tax Rebates

01/10/2013WRJ02000211. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive their P21 for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41046/13]

01/10/2013WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a PAYE Balancing Statement (P21) for 2012 and a refund cheque will issue 
shortly to the person concerned.

01/10/2013WRJ02150VAT Rate Application

01/10/2013WRJ02200212. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of a company (details suppled) in Dublin 1, which has received an additional 
and unexpected VAT demand which impacts on the viability of the company; the approach of 
the Revenue Commissioners in respect of such VAT liability for all companies in this industry. 
[41049/13]

01/10/2013WRJ02300218. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a VAT 
bill in respect of a company (details supplied) in Dublin 1; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41223/13]

01/10/2013WRJ02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 218 together.   

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a Revenue audit was conducted on the 
firm in question. The audit identified a number of liabilities, including interest and penalties. 
These additional liabilities were accepted and agreed, in writing, by the proprietors.  The princi-
pal component of the additional liabilities arose from the non-operation of VAT on the supplies 
of goods and services made by the firm. The particular goods and services as supplied by the 
firm in question are subject to VAT, and this applies to any operator that provide the same goods 
and service in the industry in question.

Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 183.

01/10/2013WRJ02550VAT Rate Reductions

01/10/2013WRJ02600214. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if calculations of the cost 
of the 9% VAT reduction to the Exchequer at circa €350 million each year takes into account 
increased activity in the relevant sectors and the financial benefit to the economy in that same 
year, including not just money spent in these areas but revenue generated and also jobs created 
and the Exchequer benefit of this.  [41086/13]

01/10/2013WRJ02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism 
related services was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Government Jobs Initiative. The 
measure was designed to boost tourism and create additional jobs in that sector. The measure 
was estimated to cost €120 million in 2011, €350 million in 2012, €350 million in 2013, and 
€60 million in 2014. The cost of the VAT reduction was offset by the 0.6% levy on pension 
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fund, a measure which is due to expire next year. As the rate was introduced as a temporary, 
targeted measure, failure to revert the 9% rate to 13.5% would give rise to a significant annual 
Budget shortfall that would have to be found elsewhere.

After a sharp fall in activity in the years to 2011, some of the sectors impacted by the re-
duced VAT measure have experienced growth in employment. This is down to a number of 
factors, including the overall stabilisation in domestic demand over the period. The attractive-
ness of Ireland as a tourist destination has also been positively impacted by the improvement in 
price competitiveness due to inflation at or below the euro area average for the last five and a 
half years. It should be stressed that all factors, including the economic impact and the cost of 
the measure, are taken into consideration when analysing possible tax changes.  Any proposal 
to maintain reduce the VAT rate from the 13.5% rate will be considered in the context of the 
Budget.

01/10/2013WRJ02750Tax Exemptions

01/10/2013WRJ02800215. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance in relation to capital gains 
liability the exemptions available to a farmer (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41089/13]

01/10/2013WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I pointed out in a previous reply to 
a PQ which was tabled by the Deputy in June of this year, I made provision in Budget 2013 for 
the following measure designed to assist farmers with consolidation of farm land. This measure 
followed on from measures in the previous year’s Budget which also supported farm expansion 
and the transfer of land.  Section 48 of Finance Act 2013 provides for relief from capital gains 
tax on disposals of farm land for farm restructuring, subject to a Commencement Order, which 
I made on 6 June 2013.  The terms of the relief are set out in Section 604B, Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997.     

The relief applies to a sale, purchase or exchange of agricultural land in the period from 1 
January 2013 to 31 December 2015 where Teagasc has certified that a sale and purchase or an 
exchange of agricultural land was made for farm restructuring purposes. The initial sale or pur-
chase, or the exchange, must occur in the relevant period and the subsequent sale or purchase 
must occur within 24 months of that sale or purchase.  Full relief from capital gains tax will 
be given where the consideration for the purchase or the exchange is equal to or exceeds the 
consideration for the sale or the other land that is exchanged. Where the consideration for the 
purchase or the exchange is less than the consideration for the land that is sold or the other land 
that is exchanged, relief will be given in the same proportion that the consideration for the land 
that is purchased or exchanged bears to the consideration for the land that is sold or the other 
land that is exchanged. 

Provision is made for the clawback of the relief where qualifying land in respect of which 
relief has been given is disposed of within 5 years of the date of the purchase or exchange of 
that land. A clawback does not apply where the disposal arises under a compulsory purchase 
order.  It will be noted that this farm restructuring relief is subject to certain conditions being 
satisfied - including the land in question being “qualifying land” (insofar as Teagasc has issued 
a farm restructuring certificate in respect of the lands in question, that has not been withdrawn).  
Guidelines relating to the application for, and the issue of, a Farm Restructuring Certificate are 
available on the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s website. 

01/10/2013WRJ02950Vehicle Registration Issues
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01/10/2013WRJ03000216. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to the 
revision of the current licence plate registration system for vehicles to enable the purchaser of 
a pre-owned vehicle to have that vehicle re-designated to that person’s county of residence for 
an appropriate and reasonable fee; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41108/13]

01/10/2013WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of amending the current reg-
istration plate system was considered as part of the VRT/Registration plate review process 
undertaken by my Department in 2012. All relevant stakeholders (Environment, Transport, the 
Gardai, RSA, NRA) were consulted at the time and none were in favour of the proposal. Issues 
raised at the time were that it would be overly cumbersome, require significant administration 
and ongoing maintenance as a vehicle could have multiple change of marks and would pose 
significant difficulties around traceability of vehicles.  It was largely felt that any departure 
from the traditional (since 1904) ‘one vehicle one number plate’ approach would place overall 
accuracy levels of the NVDF (National Vehicle and Driver File) at risk and consequently pres-
ent additional problems in the management of the national fleet and the collection of motor tax 
as well as the identification of vehicles in connection with road traffic accidents and traffic of-
fences. In addition, substantial monies are collected annually from tolling charges and road traf-
fic penalties and permanent number plates associated with vehicles is an essential component to 
ensure that these systems are able to function.

01/10/2013WRJ03150VAT Rate Reductions

01/10/2013WRJ03200217. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reducing the rate 
of VAT applied to the purchase of motor cycle helmets in the interests of road safety; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41109/13]

01/10/2013WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  The VAT 
Directive does not make specific provision for a reduced or zero rate to apply to safety equip-
ment, including motorcycle helmets, and as such they are subject to the standard VAT rate, 
which is currently 23%.

Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 212.

01/10/2013WRJ03450Property Taxation Deferrals

01/10/2013WRJ03500219. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
who have opted to defer payment of the property tax; and the percentage of those liable for 
which this accounts.  [41228/13]

01/10/2013WRJ03600220. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down by underlying social welfare scheme of the number of persons who have deferred pay-
ment of the property tax. [41229/13]

01/10/2013WRJ03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219 
and 220 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the most up to date Local Property Tax 
(LPT) figures, including the percentage of properties for which exemptions and deferrals were 
claimed, are published on the Commissioners website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/lpt-
preliminary-data.pdf.  Work is on-going to refine the LPT Register, and more detailed and 
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up-to-date data will be published in due course.  The Commissioners have advised that a break-
down by underlying social welfare scheme of the number of persons who have deferred pay-
ment of LPT is not available.  The Commissioners further advise that liable persons were only 
required to provide these details to Revenue where they chose to pay the tax by deduction at 
source from their Department of Social Protection payment.

01/10/2013WRJ03750Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRJ03800221. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this Government 
took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41594/13]

01/10/2013WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is contained in the following table.

Bill Title Details of RIA carried out 
Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement 
Bill) 2011. The Bill was  enacted as the 
Central Bank (Supervision and 
Enforcement) Act 2013 in July 2013.

A Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) was 
undertaken on this Bill in July 2011 prior to 
the Bill being published.

Credit Union Bill 2012 The Bill  was 
enacted on the 19th December 2012 as the 
Credit Union and Co-operation with 
Overseas Regulators Act 2012

A Regulatory Impact Analysis was carried 
out on the Credit Union Bill 2012. 

Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012. A Screening Regulatory Impact Analysis 
was completed for the Fiscal Responsibil-
ity Act 2012, prior to the publication of the 
General Scheme of the Bill on 26th April 
2012.  

*The General Scheme set out the draft legislation that would implement key provisions of 
the Stability Treaty, subject to the will of the Irish people. The Irish people voted to ratify the 
Stability Treaty or, to give it its full title, the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance 
in the Economic and Monetary Union, in a referendum held on 31st May 2012. Subsequent to 
the referendum, the Bill passed all stages in the Oireachtas, and was signed on 27th November 
2012. This Act was commenced end December 2012.

01/10/2013WRJ03950FÁS Training Programmes Provision

01/10/2013WRJ04000222. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons per-
sons (details supplied) were not awarded the FETAC course results; the reason this class has to 
repeat the examinations; the steps FÁS is taking to prevent this happening in the future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [40477/13]

01/10/2013WRJ04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am informed that the com-
pany in question delivered a FETAC Level 5 Healthcare Assistant Traineeship training course 
in Cork City ending in November 2012, under contract to FÁS.  I understand that the assess-
ment of provisional results submitted for certification processing by FÁS has been found, when 
externally authenticated, not to meet the required grade standard. Seventeen affected learners 
were informed and repeat tuition and support was provided which commenced on 9th Septem-
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ber to assist learners meet the required standard, under a high level of scrutiny from FÁS.  The 
company in question is currently on “Amber” status on the FÁS National CTTL (Contracted 
Training Tender List) meaning that the Contractor cannot tender or contract for further work 
with FÁS as a result of breach of contract.

01/10/2013WRK00200Research and Development Funding

01/10/2013WRK00300223. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline the 
exact amount of research and development that institutions in the south east have attracted in 
comparison to the rest of the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40772/13]

01/10/2013WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The table outlines the amount 
of research and development income received by Waterford Institute of Technology and Insti-
tute of Technology, Carlow and the amount of such income received by the universities and the 
other institutes of technology.  The data relates to the 2010/11 academic year, the latest year of 
audited accounts for the sector.  

Research Income of Higher Education Institutions

Academic Year 2010/11 €’000
Institute of Technology, Carlow €1,276
Waterford Institute of Technology €21,092
University College Dublin €76,979
University College Cork €76,337
NUI Galway €61,464
NUI, Maynooth €20,413
Trinity College Dublin €78,486
University of Limerick €22,190
Dublin Cith University €41,690
Athlone Institute of Technology €3,527
Institute of Technology, Blanchardstown €566
Cork Institute of Technology €13,957
Dublin Institute of Technology €15,185
Dundalk Institute of Technology €5,788
Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and 
Technology

€1,087

Galway Mayo Institute of Technology €2,506
Letterkenny Institute of Technology €1,159
Limerick Institute of Technology €3,387
Institute of Technology, Sligo €2,180
Institute of Technology, Tallaght €1,980
Institute of Technology, Tralee €1,871

01/10/2013WRK00500Haddington Road Agreement Issues

01/10/2013WRK00600224. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if secondary school 
teachers who are not members of a trade union are subject to the terms of the Haddington Road 
Agreement or to the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act ; and if he will 
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clarify the position in relation to cases of this nature.  [41041/13]

01/10/2013WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Department Circulars on the 
application of the Haddington Road Agreement and the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Act 2013 to post-primary teachers will issue in the near future. Application of 
the Agreement/Act to teachers who are not members of a trade union will be clarified in those 
Circulars.

01/10/2013WRK00800Home Tuition Scheme Provision

01/10/2013WRK00900225. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an application 
for home tuition will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40413/13]

01/10/2013WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that home tuition has been approved for the child in question. Her parents have been 
notified accordingly in a letter dated 5th September 2013.

01/10/2013WRK01100Private Schools

01/10/2013WRK01200226. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding his Department has allocated or committed to paying off the debts of a college (de-
tails supplied) in County Kilkenny, including outstanding loans, the move from a 21:1 to 23:1 
teacher ratio and the college’s switch from a private to public school; if he will outline any other 
expenditure incurred by his Department as result of this switch between 2012 and into the 2013-
14 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40449/13]

01/10/2013WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The authorities of the Col-
lege concerned decided that the future of the College would be better secured if it were to enter 
the Free Education Scheme.  The College is a significant provider of second level places that 
serve the needs of minority religion communities not just in Kilkenny but in other counties in 
the region.   It is Government policy to provide for a diversity of patronage types within the 
school system. In that context the Government recognises the importance of securing the future 
of schools whose ethos is that of a minority religion.  To that end my Department engaged with 
the authorities of the College concerned on their wish to enter the Free Scheme.  The funding 
changes for the College on entry to the Free Scheme concern provision for capital investment, 
the provision of teaching posts and the provision of capitation funding.  Teachers are being 
provided for the 2013/14 school year on the basis of 19:1 which applies to all schools in the 
Free Scheme.  Teaching posts are also allocated for special needs. In addition, the Department 
provides for curricular issues that arise in schools. In the case of the College concerned the al-
location for curricular concessions takes account of the fact that for a period the College has li-
abilities to those who were attending the College while it was fee charging in relation to the sub-
jects they are preparing to take in the State Examinations. The projected teacher salary costs for 
the 2013/14 school year is estimated at €3.6m.  Schools in the Free Scheme receive capitation 
funding. The precise capitation to be paid to the college in the period referred to by the Deputy 
will be a function of the confirmed enrolment in the College and any decisions the Government 
may take in the upcoming budget. An indicative estimate is €710,000.  The Department had 
provided partial capital grant funding of €750,000 to the College prior to it entering the Free 
Scheme. The Department reviewed its funding for the building work concerned on the basis 
that the College would in future be categorised as a Free Scheme school and therefore would be 
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eligible for consideration for capital funding on that basis.  The total funding envelope provided 
by the Department for the building works has been increased to €3.629 million (inclusive of 
the initial grant).  The College will utilise this grant funding to meet liabilities it had incurred in 
relation to the building works that would otherwise be met from fee income had the school not 
entered the Free Scheme.

01/10/2013WRK01400School Transport Eligibility

01/10/2013WRK01500227. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reconsider 
the regulation surrounding school transport and make exceptions for families that have no other 
means of transportation (details supplied). [40452/13]

01/10/2013WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Deputy will be aware that children are eligible for post primary school transport where they 
reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined 
by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  Bus Éireann, which 
operates the school transport scheme, has advised that children who are eligible for school 
transport and who reside in the area in question may avail of a service within the guidelines of 
the Post Primary School Transport Scheme.  Children who are not eligible for school transport 
may apply for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of terms and conditions 
which are detailed in the scheme.  While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to 
the school of their choice, eligibility for school transport at post primary level is to the nearest 
education centre/school.

01/10/2013WRK01700School Staffing

01/10/2013WRK01800228. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the secondary 
schools in County Louth that currently have guidance counsellors in place and the way this 
compares with the situation before he introduced changes which no longer provide school guid-
ance counsellors on an ex-quota basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40473/13]

01/10/2013WRK01900262. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills he number 
of guidance counsellors working in our schools. [40764/13]

01/10/2013WRK02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 228 and 262 together.

Guidance is a whole school activity and it does not just involve the guidance counsellor. 
Under existing arrangements each school develops a school guidance plan as a means of sup-
porting the needs of its students.  Since September 2012 guidance provision is now being or-
ganised by school management from within the staffing schedule allocation. In this way prin-
cipals have discretion to balance guidance needs with the pressures to provide subject choice. 
A framework document was published jointly by the Post Primary Management bodies and the 
NAPD (National Association of Principals & Deputies) in September, 2012 to provide guid-
ance for school management in the allocation of teaching hours to guidance counselling in 
post-primary schools in the context of the decision in Budget 2012 to withdraw the provision 
of ex-quota guidance hours to schools. This should be of assistance to schools in terms of how 
they maximise guidance provision.  My Department helped shelter the impact for DEIS post-
primary schools by improving their standard staffing allocations. All 195 second-level school in 
DEIS have been given targeted support by a more favourable staffing schedule of 18.25:1. This 
is a 0.75 point reduction compared to the existing PTR of 19:1 that applies in non fee-paying 
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second-level schools (23:1 in fee-charging schools).

01/10/2013WRK02100Special Educational Needs Services Provision

01/10/2013WRK02200229. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will al-
locate resource hours to all children with Down Syndrome; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [40475/13]

01/10/2013WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that pupils with Down Syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teach-
ing support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.  Pupils with Down Syn-
drome may therefore be allocated resources under the category of mild general learning dis-
ability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in 
conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.  Regardless of the manner in which the re-
source hours are allocated to schools, resource teaching/learning support is available for pupils 
with Down syndrome.   The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role 
under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advis-
ing me in relation to any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.  
My Department requested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down Syndrome should 
be reclassified as a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive 
ability, in the context of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational system 
supports children with special educational needs in schools.   The NCSE report on Supporting 
Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has now been published and is available on 
the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. The report recommends that under the new resource allocation 
model proposed by the NCSE in its report, children should be allocated additional resources in 
line with their level of need, rather than by disability category.  The NCSE has recommended 
that in the short-term, pupils with Down Syndrome who are in the Mild General Learning Dis-
ability (Mild GLD) category should continue to be supported by schools’ Learning Support 
allocation in the same way as other pupils with a Mild GLD.  The NCSE policy advice did not 
recommend that an exception should be made for children with Down Syndrome who are in the 
Mild GLD range, over other children who are in the mild range and who also may have other 
co-morbid conditions.  However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction 
of a new allocation model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general 
learning disabilities, including children with Down Syndrome, who have additional difficulties 
and who can be supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan 
process. In the meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning 
support granted to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their 
needs.  I have requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in 
order to develop a proposal for consideration for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set 
out as one of the principal recommendations of the report.

01/10/2013WRK02400Student Grant Scheme Appeals

01/10/2013WRK02500230. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
and award a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [40476/13]

01/10/2013WRK02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student 
referred to by the Deputy was received by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board and 
the Appeals Board have requested SUSI to review the application.  SUSI will issue notification 
directly to the student once the review is complete.

01/10/2013WRK02700School Transport Provision

01/10/2013WRK02800231. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Irish 
Authorities informed the Commission that the school transport scheme was operated under 
contract by Bus Éireann for his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40535/13]

01/10/2013WRK02900232. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
a matter in relation to an issue regarding a tendering process (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40536/13]

01/10/2013WRK03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 and 232 together.

Matters raised by the Deputy in his questions relate to the arrangements between my De-
partment and Bus Éireann which have been the subject of a recent Commercial High Court case 
taken by Student Transport Scheme Ltd against the Minister for Education and Skills.  This case 
spanned a period of six days and the judgement delivered on 23rd October 2012 found in favour 
of the Minister. As I advised the Deputy on 18th September, this detailed judgement is available 
on the Courts Service website. This judgement is currently the subject of a potential appeal by 
Student Transport Scheme Ltd to the Supreme Court.  I am sure that the Deputy will accept that 
matters that may be raised in the context of such a appeal should properly be addressed in that 
forum.

01/10/2013WRK03100Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRK03200233. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifi-
cally requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details 
of any assessments undertaken by Departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of 
signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken 
by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the 
reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40544/13]

01/10/2013WRK03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Government Departments 
are required to comply with the Regulations made by the Minister for Arts Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht under section 9(1) of the Official Languages Act 2003. Under the Regulations, De-
partments have a duty to ensure that certain signage is provided in Irish only, or in English and 
Irish, in accordance with specific criteria set out in the Regulations. The Regulations provide for 
the requirements in relation to the different categories of signage specified to come into effect 
over a period of time. In this regard all new signs placed on any of my Department’s sites since 
1 March 2009 are in compliance with the Regulations.

During 2012/13 an audit of all signage took place in my Department’s offices in Dublin, 
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Athlone and Tullamore to ensure compliance with the Regulations. As part of this audit, a total 
of 405 signs were examined on the Department’s three sites. A small number of signs were iden-
tified as coming under a category of signage for which the requirements under the Regulations 
will come into effect from 1st January 2026. These will be amended in due course to comply 
with that deadline.  My Department’s offices in Dublin and Tullamore were subject to compli-
ance inspections by Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga during September 2013. A report of these 
compliance inspections will be provided to officials in due course.

Schools do not come under the provisions of the Official Languages Act 2003 or the Regu-
lations, except in the case where a school forms an integral part of an Education and Training 
Board (formerly a VEC). Third level institutions are considered to be public bodies for the pur-
poses of the Act.  Under subsections 21(a) and 21(b) of the Official Languages Act 2003, it is a 
function of An Coimisinéir Teanga to monitor and ensure compliance by named public bodies 
with the provisions of the Act.

01/10/2013WRK03400Disadvantaged Status

01/10/2013WRK03500234. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in RAPID designated areas; the number of these schools that are classified as 
DEIS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40587/13]

01/10/2013WRK03600247. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated as being a primary urban band 1 DEIS school and 
the number of pupils in this category.  [40749/13]

01/10/2013WRK03700248. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a primary urban band 2 DEIS school and the num-
ber of pupils in this category.  [40750/13]

01/10/2013WRK03800249. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a primary rural DEIS school and the number of 
pupils in this category.  [40751/13]

01/10/2013WRK03900250. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a post-primary DEIS school and the number of 
pupils in this category.  [40752/13]

01/10/2013WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 234 and 247 to 250, inclusive, together.

Following amalgamations and/or closures of schools in 2013, there are currently 852 schools 
included in DEIS providing education for 166,908 children.  The breakdown is as follows:

195 DEIS Band 1 and 141 DEIS Band 2 Primary Schools with total enrolment of 77,309;

322 DEIS Rural schools with enrolment of 23,690;

194 DEIS Post-Primary schools with enrolment of 65,909. 

The available information on the number of schools in RAPID designated areas indicates 
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that there are:

573 Primary Schools of which 173 are DEIS schools;

162 Post Primary Schools of which 59 are DEIS schools.

RAPID designation was not amongst the criteria for the identification of schools for inclu-
sion in the DEIS programme.

01/10/2013WRK04100Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRK04200235. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been 
commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40597/13]

01/10/2013WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Information relevant to the 
Deputy’s question is currently being compiled. A further reply will issue to the Deputy as soon 
as possible

01/10/2013WRK04400State Examinations Issues

01/10/2013WRK04500236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline the correction procedure for State examinations; the review process within the initial 
marking procedures; the number of appeals of a final grade that have been lodged in each of the 
past five years broken down into the percentage of each of these that received a higher grade 
and those that received a lower grade on appeal; the steps that have been taken to reduce the 
number of appeals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40613/13]

01/10/2013WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

01/10/2013WRK04700Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

01/10/2013WRK04800237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
evaluated the rates at which the third level student maintenance grant is awarded in view of the 
rise in numbers receiving assistance and that the cost of living per student has increased signifi-
cantly over the same period; his views on whether this trend is a deterrent to those who want 
to undertake third level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40621/13]

01/10/2013WRK04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There was no change in Bud-
get 2013 to any of the student grant rates including the non-adjacent or adjacent rates of grant or 
the higher special rate of grant for the 2013 financial year.  The aim of the student maintenance 
grant scheme has always been to make a contribution to the cost of going to college; cover-
ing the full cost has never been a feasible option.  The Student Contribution, which currently 
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stands at €2,500, is payable by students who qualify under the free fees schemes. Students who 
qualify under my Department’s student grant scheme have the contribution paid on their behalf 
by the Exchequer   As the Deputy will be aware, the reality of our economic situation presents 
significant challenges that have to be reconciled with limitations on public resources. This is a 
very stark reality, which, unfortunately, means that changes to any public service, including the 
student grant scheme, cannot be ruled out.  I empathise with students and I am very conscious 
of the fundamental role played by the student grant scheme in supporting families who are 
putting their children through further and higher education. However, the state of the public 
finances is such that tough decisions had to be made to control public expenditure and to ensure 
sustainability in the long run.  For this reason it is the responsibility of Government to take into 
consideration all areas of public services when formulating Budget 2014. Ultimately, our bud-
getary decisions now will play a major part in creating a sustainable economy and in regaining 
our economic independence.  As the Deputy will be aware all proposals made in relation to 
education expenditure including changes to student grants will be considered in the context of 
the Budget 2014.

01/10/2013WRK05000Schools Building Projects Applications

01/10/2013WRK05100238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for a new school building for a school (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40622/13]

01/10/2013WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department officials met with the ETB in August last in relation to a capital project for 
the school concerned.  The next step is to determine the suitability of the greenfield site, identi-
fied by the ETB, for development and this process is on-going.  Tralee has not been identified as 
an area of significant demographic growth. In that context, a project for the school has not been 
included in the current 5 year plan.  My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that ev-
ery child has access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope 
with increasing pupil numbers. To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major school 
projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will be the main focus for capi-
tal investment in schools in the coming years. The 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced 
in March 2012 is focused on meeting this demand.  Given the need to meet this demographic 
growth within the limited funding available, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a 
building project for the school will be progressed. However, should the greenfield site prove 
suitable for development, the site acquisition could progress in the context of available funding.

01/10/2013WRK05300Third Level Participation

01/10/2013WRK05400239. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a breakdown by socio-economic background of all those pursuing both full-time and 
part-time higher education who entered immediately after completing their leaving certificate; 
the way these figures compare historically; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40624/13]

01/10/2013WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Higher Education Au-
thority’s annual publication “Higher Education Key Facts and Figures”  provides an overview 
of data from the Irish education system highlighting key trends for the year including Socio  
Economic, Ethnic/Cultural and Disability data.  The report covering the academic year 2011/12 
was published in April 2013. Section 7 of the report contains information on the socio - eco-
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nomic background of school leaver entrants.The report can be accessed at http://www.hea.ie/
sites/default/files/keyfactsfigures1112_0.pdf.  For comparative purposes reports for previous 
years are also available on the HEA website.   One of the key objectives in the Higher Education 
System Performance Framework for 2014-16 which I published earlier this year is that work 
will continue to promote access to higher education for disadvantaged groups, including stu-
dents from target socio-economic groups.  Progress towards this objective is monitored against 
target entry rates for under-represented socio-economic groups in the current national Access 
Plan (2008-2013). New targets and indicators are being developed as part of the next national 
Access Plan for 2014 onwards.

01/10/2013WRK05600Third Level Fees

01/10/2013WRK05700240. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
introduce a structured and graduated approach to assessing the incomes of college applicants 
and their families to determine a more progressive scale of annual college registration fees; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40626/13]

01/10/2013WRK05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Student Contribution, which currently stands at €2,500, is payable by students who qualify 
under my Departments Free Fees Schemes. Students who qualify under my Department’s stu-
dent grant scheme have the contribution paid on their behalf by the Exchequer (some 40%). 
Conscious of financial pressures on families tax relief provisions have been put in place so 
that second and subsequent siblings do not have to bear the full cost. An additional category 
of “50% Student Contribution” is also available under the student grants scheme to assist in 
meeting the cost. Higher Education Institutions, at my request, have provisions in place to al-
low students to pay the contribution in two moieties.  The HEA is undertaking a study on the 
sustainability of the current funding system for higher education. This study was initiated at my 
request and an initial report has been published. This report makes it clear that immediate work 
is required to prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through 
a sustainable funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector 
while protecting the quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will 
be advised further as this work progresses. The report will help inform decision-making as to 
the future funding of the sector.

01/10/2013WRK05900EU Directives

01/10/2013WRK06000241. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
compliance with European Union directives within his Ministerial areas of responsibility; the 
current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-
compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40633/13]

01/10/2013WRK06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is in compli-
ance with European Union directives within my areas of responsibility.  No fines have been 
imposed for non-compliance, or are likely to be imposed in the foreseeable future. 

01/10/2013WRL00150Postgraduate Loan Scheme Implementation

01/10/2013WRL00200242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
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introduce a postgraduate loan scheme; if he intends to include private sector sponsorship as part 
of this plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40647/13]

01/10/2013WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have no plans at present 
to introduce a loan scheme for postgraduate students.  A number of financial institutions offer 
loans to assist students with costs associated with their studies.  Following discussions with my 
Department, with support and advice from the National Treasury Management Agency, a spe-
cific loan initiative was introduced by Bank of Ireland in 2012 to provide finance for fees and 
living costs for postgraduate students.

01/10/2013WRL00350School Transport Applications

01/10/2013WRL00400243. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 386 of 18 September 2013, if he will review his reply and 
advise this Deputy on the school transport arrangements in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly where there is no bus route to the school in their nearest catchment area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40726/13]

01/10/2013WRL00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Deputy will be aware that children are eligible for post primary school transport where they 
reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest education centre as determined 
by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  Bus Éireann, which 
operates the school transport scheme, has advised that an existing service can be extended to 
facilitate eligible children residing in the area in question should they wish to attend their near-
est school.

01/10/2013WRL00550Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

01/10/2013WRL00600244. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons currently in receipt of a student maintenance grant at third level. [40745/13]

01/10/2013WRL00700245. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons from a farming background currently in receipt of a student maintenance grant.  
[40747/13]

01/10/2013WRL00800246. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons from a self-employed background currently in receipt of a student maintenance 
grant. [40748/13]

01/10/2013WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 244 to 246, inclusive, together.

The number of students (both new and renewal) who received student grants (which may 
include maintenance or fees) for the academic year 2011/12 was 76,644.  Of these 67,650 were 
in higher education and 8,994 in further education.  Data has traditionally been collated on a 
socio-economic background of new awards and not on the basis of whether a student came from 
a self-employed background. The attached table shows the percentage of new awards (which 
may include maintenance and/or fees) made to students in higher education from the different 
socio economic categories for the academic year 2011/12.

This indicative data is subject to considerable qualification for interpretation purposes in 
relation to the reliability due to, inter alia, the level of undeclared status among the returns from 
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the awarding authorities and the provision of accurate and or/adequate information in respect 
of occupation by the principal earner to enable the awarding authorities to classify them by 
socio-economic background. The information contained in the table has been supplied to my 
Department by the awarding authorities who submitted a return.

My Department is currently analysing the data received in the 2012/13 annual statistical 
return from the grant awarding authorities and the final data in respect of 2012/13 in respect of 
overall numbers in receipt of a maintenance grant and the socio economic background of new 
awardees will be available in the coming weeks.

Breakdown of New Awards of Grants in Higher Education for 2011/12 academic year 
by Socio Economic Categories

A B C D E F G H I J Z Total

Employ-
ers & 
Manag-
ers

Higher 
Profes-
sional

Lower 
Profes-
sional

Non-
Manual

Manual 
Skilled

Semi-
Skilled

Un-
skilled

Own 
Account 
Workers

Farmers Agri-
cultural 
Workers

All Others 
gainfully 
occupied 
& un-
known

2.53% 2.02% 11.12% 13.84% 9.73% 5.37% 7.19% 8.41% 5.00% 0.52% 34.27% 100.00%

  

Questions Nos. 247 to 250, inclusive answered with Question No. 234.

01/10/2013WRL01050School Staffing

01/10/2013WRL01100251. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with five teachers. [40753/13]

01/10/2013WRL01200252. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with four teachers. [40754/13]

01/10/2013WRL01300253. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with three teachers. [40755/13]

01/10/2013WRL01400254. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with two teachers. [40756/13]

01/10/2013WRL01500255. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with one teacher. [40757/13]

01/10/2013WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 251 to 255, inclusive, together.

Data on the number of teachers in each primary school in 2013-2014 is available in the 
table Class Size Information at Individual Primary School Level on the Department’s website at 
the link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/.  That 
table shows 12 schools with 1 mainstream class teacher, 573 schools with 2 mainstream class 
teachers, 469 schools with 3 mainstream class teachers, 478 schools with 4 mainstream class 
teachers and 258 schools with 5 mainstream class teachers.

01/10/2013WRL01650School Staffing
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01/10/2013WRL01700256. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of learning support teachers in our schools this year and 
every year since 1997. [40758/13]

01/10/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There is detailed historical in-
formation contained in the Statistics Section of my Department’s website relating to the number 
of teaching posts in schools. The most recent published information relates to the 2012/2013 
school year. There are circa 4,100 learning/language support posts in place in primary schools 
and circa 730 posts in post primary schools in the current school year.  The arrangements for 
how schools access GAM/EAL (learning/language support) hours are set out in the published 
staffing arrangements available on the Department website.

01/10/2013WRL01850Special Educational Needs Staffing

01/10/2013WRL01900257. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of resource teachers in our schools this year and every year 
since 1997. [40759/13]

01/10/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There is detailed historical in-
formation contained in the Statistics Section of my Department’s website relating to the number 
of teaching posts in schools. The most recent published information relates to the 2012/2013 
school year. The NCSE has notified all schools of their allocation of resource hours for low 
incidence special needs for the 2013/14 school year and has published this information on its 
website. The arrangements for how schools access these resource hours in teaching posts are 
set out in the published staffing arrangements for schools available on the Department website. 
Under these arrangements there are circa 3,000 resource posts at primary level and circa 2,310 
resource posts at post primary level in the current school year.

01/10/2013WRL02050Special Educational Needs Staffing

01/10/2013WRL02100258. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of special needs assistants in our schools this year and every 
year since 1997. [40760/13]

01/10/2013WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, to 
support children with special educational needs. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of such supports and the staffing resources available to my 
Department.

There are 10,575 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts available for allocation in the 
2013/14 school year which is the same number of posts which were available for allocation for 
the 2012/13 school year. The NCSE has notified schools of their SNA allocation for 2013/14, 
based on the number of valid applications received and the extent of the care needs of qualify-
ing children.  To date the NCSE has allocated 10,490 WTE SNA posts to schools. Every child 
who meets the criteria for access to SNA support in the current school year is in receipt of this 
support. The remaining posts are available for allocation throughout the school year for new 
assessments of disability, new entrants, or emergency or late applications, in accordance with 
the terms of the SNA scheme.  The specific information requested by the Deputy in relation to 
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the number of SNAs allocated since 1997 is provided in the attached table.  

Year Number of Special Needs Assistants 
1997 - 2013

*1997 270
*1998 293
*1999 558
*2000 1495
2001 2988
2002 4979
2003 5367
2004 5869
2005 7294
2006 8390
2007 9824
2008 10,442
2009 10,342
2010 10,543
**2011 10,117           (10,320)
***2012 10390            (10,487)
# 2013 10,490
*  SNA data from 1997 – 2001 relates to Primary and Special Schools only.

**  Total number of SNA posts approved by the NCSE for the 2011/12 school year was 
10,320. The figure of 10,117 represents the number of posts in place at the end of Dec 2011.  
By the end of the 2011/12 school year, at June 2012, the NCSE had approved the allocation of 
10,320 SNA posts to schools, from within the overall cap of 10,575 posts.

***  Total number of SNA posts approved by the NCSE for the 2012/13 school year was 
10,487. The figure of 10,390 represents the number of posts in place at the end of Dec 2012.  
By the end of the 2012/13 school year, at June 2013, the NCSE had approved the allocation of 
10,487 SNA posts to schools, from within the overall cap of 10,575 posts.

# Number of SNA posts allocated as at September 2013.

01/10/2013WRL02250Special Educational Needs Expenditure

01/10/2013WRL02300259. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will outline in tabular form the amount of funding given to special schools and to mainstream 
schools with special classes in each year since the funding was introduced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40761/13]

01/10/2013WRL02400260. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of special schools in the country. [40762/13]

01/10/2013WRL02500261. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of mainstream schools with special classes in the country. [40763/13]

01/10/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 259 to 261, inclusive, together.
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I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) re-
cently published comprehensive policy advice on Supporting Students with Special Educa-
tional Needs in Schools. This policy advice details that there are currently 119 special schools 
in Ireland. Details of these special schools are provided on a per County basis at Appendix 1, 
Table 19 of this report, which is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  The NCSE have 
also published details of the number of special classes which are being provided in mainstream 
schools for the 2013/14 school year. 740 Special Classes are being provided for mainstream 
schools for the current school year. This figure includes 118 new special classes which are being 
opened this year. Details of all these classes, listed on a per county basis, are also available on 
the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Special schools and special classes attached to mainstream 
schools are funded by a variety of different funding mechanisms, including provision for teach-
ing staff, Special Needs Assistants (SNAs), assistive technology support, building refurbish-
ments, and capitation.  The amount of funding provided for special schools and classes there-
fore varies throughout the year, for example, as new teachers or SNAs are allocated to schools 
or classes, as new pupils are enrolled, or as new classes are established. Special schools and 
classes therefore do not receive an annual block funding grant, or an annual allocation of fund-
ing. As such, I must advise that the information requested by the Deputy in relation to the fund-
ing given to special schools and to special schools with mainstream classes each year is not 
readily available within my Department.

I wish to advise the Deputy that this Government has defended and maintained provision 
for special educational spending since coming into office. Some €1.3 billion – will be spent in 
support of children with Special Educational Needs this year.  This level of investment, which 
represents approximately 15% of the entire educational spend of my Department, is in line with 
expenditure in recent years and shows that despite the current economic difficulties, funding for 
special education has not been cut.

Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 228.

01/10/2013WRM00350Capitation Grants

01/10/2013WRM00400263. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the rate of capitation grant paid this year and every year since 1997. 
[40765/13]

01/10/2013WRM00500264. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
amount spent on the capitation grant paid this year and every year since 1997. [40766/13]

01/10/2013WRM00600265. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the total amount spent on the school book grant this year and every year 
since 1997. [40767/13]

01/10/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 263 to 265, inclusive, together.

My Department provides capitation funding to all recognised primary schools and post pri-
mary schools within the free education scheme.  My Department provides funding to primary 
schools by way of per capita grants, subject to a minimum grant equivalent to 60 pupils.  The 
funding arrangements made by my Department for post primary schools reflect the sectoral 
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division of our second-level system. At the core of all arrangements is reliance upon capitation 
as the principal determinant of funding.  My Department provides funding to Community and 
Comprehensive schools on a budget basis that is based mainly on pupil numbers, but also take 
into account additional factors which vary from school to school such as age of buildings, size 
of school etc.

With regard to the VEC sector financial allocations are made to VECs as part of a block 
grant. VECs are given a high level of autonomy in the management and appropriation of this 
grant and each is allowed to distribute its allocations in line with its priorities and perceptions 
of need.  My Department provides funding to voluntary secondary schools by way of per capita 
grants.  Funding for book grants was withdrawn in 2009, except in the case of DEIS schools. 
Funding was re-instated in 2010 for all schools.  Fee charging schools do not receive any capi-
tation or related grants from my Department.  Information going back to 1997, as requested by 
the Deputy, is not readily available. The per capita rates and total expenditure in recent years 
are outlined in the following document.

Post Primary Capitation and SSSF rates 2003-2013

 - Capitation School Services Support 
Fund (SSSF)

2003 €266.49 €127
2004 €274.49 €131
2005 €286 €145
2006 €298 €159
2007 €316 €189
2008 €331 €204
2009 €345 €212
2010 €345 €212
2011 €328 €201
2012 €317 €201
2013 €306 €201

Primary Capitation and Ancillary rates 2003-2013

 - Primary Capitation Primary Ancillary
2003 €111.58 €102
2004 €121.58 €127
2005 €133.58 €133
2006 €145.58 €139
2007 €163.58 €145.50
2008 €178.58 €151.50
2009 €200 €155
2010 €200 €155
2011 €190 €147
2012 €178 €147
2013 €176 €147
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Primary and Post Primary Capitation Expenditure   2006-2012

 - Primary Capitation 
Expenditure*

Voluntary Sector Post 
Primary Capitation 
Expenditure*

2006 €134,028,786 €91,324,187
2007 €149,812,343 €100,450,756
2008 €165,634,230 €100,165,292
2009 €184,385,345 €101,213,329
2010 €193,281,276 €107,237,915
2011 €186,933,442 €104,280,000
2012 €183,373,000 €102,019,264
2013 €187,680,000 (estimated) €102,910,000 (estimated)
*Figures include enhanced capitation grants for special needs pupils, programme grants and 

book grants since 2010.

The book grant rates for 2010 - 2013 are as follows: Primary DEIS €21, Primary non-DEIS 
€11, Post-primary DEIS €39, Post-primary non-DEIS €24.

Funding allocated to book grants by the Department since 2006-2012.

Year Amount
2006 €12,995,966
2007 €14,257,084
2008 €14,421,563
2009 €7,000,000
2010 €14,671,063
2011 €14,883,440
2012 €15,000,000
2013 €15,000,000 (estimated)

01/10/2013WRM00750Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

01/10/2013WRM00800266. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of hours the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board has met since it was formed this 
year.  [40775/13]

01/10/2013WRM00900267. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his view 
on whether it is sufficient that the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board meets once a 
month; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40776/13]

01/10/2013WRM01000268. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider directing the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board to hold meetings on a series of 
consecutive days until it has resolved outstanding issues.  [40777/13]

01/10/2013WRM01100269. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a progress report on the work of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board to date 
including costs and expenses claimed by each member.  [40778/13]
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01/10/2013WRM01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 266 to 269, inclusive, together.

The Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board (RISF) has been established to oversee 
the use of the cash contributions of up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congregations, 
to support the needs of survivors of institutional child abuse, across a range of services, includ-
ing mental health services, health and personal social services, education and housing services.  
In accordance with the RISF Act, 2012, the RISF is independent in the performance of its func-
tions and apart from fixing the date, time and place of the first meeting, I have no function in 
relation to the frequency or duration of its meetings.

Since its establishment in March of this year the RISF has met on a regular basis.  I under-
stand that the Board has been working on the arrangements to be put in place for the opera-
tion of the Fund, with a particular focus on developing its understanding of the range of needs 
of survivors, through consultation, both in Ireland and in the United Kingdom, with survivor 
groups and individual survivors.  In addition the practical arrangements of recruiting staff and 
establishing an office are being progressed. I understand that to date, over 800 survivors have 
registered with the Board via its new website which also contains useful information regarding 
the Board and its work to date.

As the Deputy may be aware the Board members are unremunerated and I have asked the 
Board to respond directly to the Deputy in regard to the Board members’ expenses.

01/10/2013WRM01250Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

01/10/2013WRM01300270. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board has determined the range of approved 
services within four classes of service stipulated in the Act, that is, mental health services in-
cluding counselling and psychological support, health and personal social services, education 
services and housing services; the criteria by reference to which it will make decisions in respect 
of applications to those services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40779/13]

01/10/2013WRM01400272. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which funds from the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund will be released to survivors of 
institutional abuse; and if the board has the requisite powers to refund former residents of in-
stitutions who have expended personal funds on health and other services stipulated in the Act 
before or since the establishment day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40781/13]

01/10/2013WRM01500275. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he believes 
the 2012 Act establishing the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund contains the requisite pow-
ers to allow the RISF board to continue funding annually renewable life-skills courses for quali-
fying former residents of institutions commenced under the authority of the former Education 
Finance Board, the dissolved body, but not completed or renewed due to depletion of funds at 
that board; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40784/13]

01/10/2013WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 270, 272 and 275 together.

It is a matter for the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) to perform the statutory 
functions assigned to it.  These functions include determining and publishing the approved ser-
vices under section 8 of the Act and the criteria by reference to which it will make decisions in 
respect of applications.  It is a matter for the Board to address these tasks.  With regard to the 
provision of funding for annually renewable courses and the refunding of personal expenditure 
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incurred by individuals, the Deputy will appreciate that these are matters for the RISF Board to 
consider having regard to the provisions of the legislation.

01/10/2013WRM01650Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

01/10/2013WRM01700271. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the salary 
being paid to the chief executive officer of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund board will 
be deducted from the €110 million RISF.  [40780/13]

01/10/2013WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): All expenditure incurred by 
the Board in the performance of its functions, including its payroll costs, are met from the in-
vestment account operated by the National Treasury Management Agency.  In accordance with 
the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 the investment account is financed from 
the contributions from the religious congregations of up to €110 million and any associated 
interest.

Question No. 272 answered with Question No. 270.

01/10/2013WRM01950Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

01/10/2013WRM02000273. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all 15,000 
names and addresses of former residents of institutions who received awards at the Residential 
Institutions Redress Board have been transferred to the RISF board; if he will state the precise 
date of the data transfer and format or formats used for the transfer and explain the reason such 
data transfer appears to have occurred before any applications have been considered by the 
RISF board; if he will provide assurances regarding the security of the data; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [40782/13]

01/10/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Those entitled to apply for as-
sistance from the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) are those who received awards 
from the Residential Institutions Redress Board (RIRB) and other similar Court awards.  Sec-
tion 24 of the RISF Act, 2012 provides that the RIRB can furnish the RISF with the name, ad-
dress and date of birth of recipients of awards. This transfer of information ensures that eligible 
persons are not required to submit proofs of awards. The Act stipulates that the information can 
only be used by the RISF to determine a person’s eligibility to make an application to the Board.

I understand that the RISF has been furnished with this information in relation to awards 
made at the time by the RIRB.   Concerns regarding the use and security of this personal infor-
mation were raised by a survivor group with my Department.  These concerns were discussed 
with the RISF which has confirmed that the information will only be used for the purpose as set 
out in the Act and that the information is held securely.

01/10/2013WRM02150Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Establishment

01/10/2013WRM02200274. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of money transferred from the former Education Finance Board to the Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund on the establishment day; if he will explain the way funds have been expended; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40783/13]

01/10/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Education Finance Board 
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(EFB) was dissolved with effect from 29 March 2013 when I made an Order commencing Part 
4 of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) Act 2012.  I understand that the moneys 
remaining of the €12.7m available to the EFB amounted to less than €30,000 and that these 
funds will be used to meet the outstanding commitments of the EFB.  In accordance with sec-
tion 41 of the RISF Act, 2012 any amounts remaining in the EFB investment account will be 
transferred to the RISF investment account, following the laying of the final accounts of the 
dissolved EFB before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Question No. 275 answered with Question No. 270.

01/10/2013WRM02450Residential Institutions Issues

01/10/2013WRM02500276. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will meet 
the group Right to Peace around the issue of statutory redress services for survivors of institu-
tional abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40785/13]

01/10/2013WRM02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My officials recently met 
with representatives of the Right to Peace group and discussed the arrangements regarding the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF).  I understand that a meeting is also being ar-
ranged between the group and the Chair of the RISF Board to discuss these arrangements.

01/10/2013WRM02650Third Level Fees

01/10/2013WRM02700277. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
clarify the fees status in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40796/13]

01/10/2013WRM02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of my De-
partment’s Free Fee Schemes the Exchequer meets the cost of tuition fees in respect of eligible 
students who are pursuing full-time undergraduate courses of study which are a minimum of 
two years duration in an approved higher education institution.  Higher Education Institutions 
determine the entitlements of students to free fees based on meeting the prescribed conditions 
of the Schemes including those relating to nationality.

The nationality requirement of the Schemes are that students must:

- be a national of an EU Member State,  a state which is a contracting state to the EEA 
Agreement or the Swiss Confederation; or

- Be a refugee or other persons i.e. family members of refugee or programme refugee, en-
titled for the time being to the rights and privileges specified in Section 3 of the Refugee Act 
1996; or

- Be a person whom the Minister for Justice and Equality has determined is eligible for the 
time being for subsidiary protection under regulation 4(4) of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006; or

- Be a person who has permission to remain in the State as a family member of a Union/
EEA/Swiss citizen under the provisions of the European Communities (Free Movement of Per-
sons) Regulations 2006 and 2008 and Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council; or
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- be a persons who was granted Humanitarian Leave to Remain in the State (prior to the 
Immigration Act 1999); or

- be a person in respect of whom the Minister for Justice and Equality has granted permis-
sion to remain following a determination not to make a deportation order under section 3 of the 
Immigration Act 1999.

As the Deputy will be aware the Student Contribution, which currently stands at €2,500, is 
payable by students who qualify under the Free Fees Schemes.  The Department of Justice and 
Equality adjudicates on a person’s entitlement to remain in the State and on the stamp that is 
awarded where permission to remain is sanctioned. A ‘stamp 4’ does not of itself convey any 
entitlement to public services.

Higher education institutions are autonomous bodies and the criteria governing the level 
of tuition fees to be charged (EU or Non EU rate), in cases where undergraduate students do 
not qualify for free fees and in the case of postgraduate study, is a matter for the institutions to 
determine.

01/10/2013WRM02850University Libraries

01/10/2013WRM02900278. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 144 of 18 June 2013, his views on a matter regarding libraries in 
a publicly-funded university (details supplied); and if he will clarify the legislative position in 
this regard.  [40930/13]

01/10/2013WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I have indicated to the 
Deputy in my previous replies to his questions on this matter, most recently on 18th September, 
the management of university libraries is entirely a matter for the universities themselves to 
administer, a function which they carry out in accordance with their statutory autonomy under 
the Universities Act 1997.  I understand that, in general, universities do facilitate access by the 
public for genuine scholarly and research purposes, where this is possible.  Having regard to 
the many practical considerations involved in the management of a university campus, I am 
satisfied that this is a reasonable policy which is in full compliance with the provisions of the 
Universities Act 1997.

01/10/2013WRM03050Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WRM03100279. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total amount 
of capital spending incurred directly within his Department as a result of measures undertaken 
as part of the 2011 Jobs Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40937/13]

01/10/2013WRM03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I announced on 10 May 
2011 that €40m was available through the Jobs Initiative to fund 374 primary and post-primary 
school building projects. I indicated that €30 million of the funding would be spent in 2011.  
Actual expenditure to date on the Jobs Initiative is as follows: Expenditure in 2011 - €30.779m; 
Expenditure in 2012 - €8.5m.  Outstanding balances due to issue in 2013.

01/10/2013WRN00150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRN00200280. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
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view the distance from college for students to be considered eligible for the non-adjacent grant 
to cover a distance less than 45km (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40966/13]

01/10/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under Budget 2011, the 
qualifying distance criterion for the non-adjacent rate of student grant increased from 24 km 
to 45 km.  The proposal to amend the distance to qualify for the higher non-adjacent rate to 
45 km took into account a reasonable radius in which students could be expected to commute 
on a daily basis.  There are no plans at present to revise the distance criteria.  The decision on 
eligibility for a student grant is a matter for an applicant’s grant awarding authority.  Where an 
applicant is not satisfied with the decision of the grant awarding authority, he/she may submit 
an appeal to have the decision reviewed.

01/10/2013WRN00350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRN00400281. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons 
persons earning less than the income allowed for the special college grant rate are penalised and 
ineligible for that rate if they are not in receipt of a social welfare payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40979/13]

01/10/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report of the Action 
Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recommendations concerning the in-
troduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvantaged students.  The target group 
of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants of people receiving long-term 
welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled.

The qualifying criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant in the 2013/14 academic 
year as specified under the 2013 student grant scheme is as follows:

 1. Student must qualify for the standard rate of grant

 2. Total reckonable income net of income disregards and Child Dependant Increase must 
not exceed €22,703

3. As at 31st December, 2012, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible long-
term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.

It should be noted that Family Income Supplement (FIS) is a qualifying payment for the 
Special Rate. FIS is a weekly tax free social welfare payment for families, including one par-
ent families, designed to provide extra financial support to employees who are on low pay and 
engaged in insurable employment.  It is not proposed, at present, to change the current terms 
and conditions in respect of the special rates of maintenance grant.

01/10/2013WRN00550Pupil-Teacher Ratio

01/10/2013WRN00600282. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 233 of 24 September 2013, if he will confirm the number of students in 
each classroom in a school (details supplied); and if he considers the current situation satisfac-
tory. [40980/13]
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01/10/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The context for any discus-
sion about class sizes is that my Department, like all other Government Departments, is oper-
ating within a budgetary programme that is designed to return the Government finances to a 
sustainable basis.  My focus is on ensuring we have school places and teachers for all the ad-
ditional pupils entering our schools each year. There is no scope to give any consideration to the 
provision of additional teachers in order to reduce class sizes.

Classroom teachers are currently allocated under the published Staffing Schedule on the 
basis of a general average of 1 teacher for every 28 pupils with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 
1 schools.  Data on the number of pupils in each class is available in the class size file on the 
Department’s website at the following link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/
Data-on-Individual-Schools/.  The configuration of classes and the deployment of classroom 
teachers are done at local school level.  My Department’s guidance to schools is that variations 
in class sizes should be kept to the minimum. 

01/10/2013WRN00750Student Grants Statistics

01/10/2013WRN00800283. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of students at third level who, having previously qualified for maintenance grants, that no 
longer qualify as a result of reductions in the income threshold in Budget 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40990/13]

01/10/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The income thresholds for 
student grants were reduced by 3% for the 2013/14 academic year.  The changes to the income 
thresholds applies to all students, not just new entrants and existing students will be re-assessed 
by their grant awarding authority.  It was estimated that some 6,400 (8%) of the total estimated 
grant recipients attending both further and higher education were expected to be affected by this 
change, and 220 of these, on the lowest level of grant support - 50% Student Contribution only - 
will lose their current entitlement altogether.  The change does not affect Special Rate students, 
who are the most vulnerable category of students in receipt of grant support.  The Deputy will 
appreciate that it is still very early stages in the application process for the academic year 2013-
14 so the actual numbers are not yet available. 

01/10/2013WRN00950Child Protection Issues

01/10/2013WRN01000284. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the protection that 
exists for children and teachers who are regularly in a position where there is only one adult 
present with a number of young children; whether this is in breach of best practice for child 
protection and does it leave teachers open to allegations of inappropriate behaviour.  [41039/13]

01/10/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is a recognised and funda-
mental feature of our education system, and of education systems throughout the world, that a 
teacher, as part of his or her professional duties, will be in sole charge of a group of pupils.  In 
carrying out their teaching role, all teachers have a duty of care to the pupils they teach.  All 
schools and school personnel are also required to adhere to my Department’s “Child Protection 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools” which are based on “Children First – Na-
tional Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2011”.  These procedures require all 
schools to have in place a Child Protection Policy. This policy must recognise that child protec-
tion and welfare considerations permeate all aspects of school life and must be reflected in all 
of the school’s policies, practices and activities.
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The “Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post- Primary Schools” also include the 
procedures that schools and school personnel must follow when dealing with child protection 
concerns, including where an allegation is made against a school employee.  The child protec-
tion procedures are clear that in all cases, the most important consideration to be taken into ac-
count is the protection of children, and their safety and well-being must be the priority.

01/10/2013WRN01150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

01/10/2013WRN01200285. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pursue 
all possible avenues to avoid increasing the pupil teacher ratio in primary schools in Budget 
2014 due to, for example, the fact that such a mooted change would see a six teacher school 
reduced to a five teacher school with teachers shared between eight classes, meaning class 
sizes increasing from the mid twenties to an average 31 or 32 children for classroom and which 
would have a significant impact upon such students; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [41095/13]

01/10/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The budget for education, 
including the number of teaching posts that we can afford to fund in schools is a matter that I 
will have to consider with my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of the forthcoming budget.  
The decisions in relation to such matters will be announced at budget time.  The Government 
will endeavour to protect front-line education services as best as possible.  However, this must 
be done within the context of bringing our overall public expenditure into line with what we can 
afford as a country.  The challenge will be to ensure that the resources that can be provided are 
used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible outcome for pupils.

01/10/2013WRN01350Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

01/10/2013WRN01400286. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there has been an 
increase in the past 12 months in the contributions being made by the 18 religious orders to the 
statutory fund designed to make restitution to the victims of abuse; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41106/13]

01/10/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Total contributions amount-
ing to €48.787m have been received from the religious congregations towards the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) in the past year.  When added to the €22m previously re-
ceived in contributions, a total of €70.787m has been deposited in the special investment ac-
count opened by the National Treasury Management Agency in accordance with the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Act, 2012.  Additional deposits of €1.099m and €0.283m have been 
lodged, representing the interest earned by congregations on contributions prior to their transfer 
and the interest earned on the earlier temporary Central Bank deposit account respectively.  An 
overall total of €72.169m has been deposited in the RISF special investment account to date.

01/10/2013WRN01550Physical Education

01/10/2013WRN01600287. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding a 
national school sports module (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41112/13]

01/10/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is important to note that 
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primary schools are required to deliver a broad and balanced P.E. programme that enables stu-
dents to achieve the learning outcomes associated with this subject area. This involves primary 
schools providing at least one hour a week for P.E. There is therefore no scope for accommodat-
ing new initiatives that will encroach on the time that is currently allocated for P.E. or for other 
curricular areas.

There are also other measures both within and outside of schools that complement the aims 
of the P.E. curriculum. These include the following:

- All primary schools are required to deliver the Social, Personal and Health Education 
(SPHE) Programme which provides students with an awareness and understanding of the im-
portance of regular physical exercise, the need for a balanced diet and the consequences of drug 
and alcohol abuse.

- The Active School Flag, launched by my Department in 2009, seeks to recognise schools 
(both primary and post primary) that provide quality P.E., co-curricular physical activity and 
sports programmes for their students. To date, more than 1,000 primary schools and 128 post-
primary schools have registered for the programme.

- Many schools already provide extensive programmes of physical activities outside of 
school hours in conjunction with sports organisations such as the Gaelic Athletic Association, 
Basketball Ireland, and the Football Association of Ireland.

- ‘Sport for All’ Day: my Department promotes the dedication of one day in the school year 
to encourage greater participation in sport at primary school level.

A ‘Get Active’ Guiding Framework was launched last month by the Taoiseach. This Frame-
work was developed by my Department, in conjunction with the Departments of Health, Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs, and Tourism, Transport and Sport.  It provides for a co-ordinated ap-
proach to physical education, physical activity and sport in school and community settings for 
children and young people. The aim is to ensure that all children are supported to fulfil their 
potential in terms of physical activity and to live an active, healthy lifestyle.

This proposal for a national sports module for primary schools has been brought to the at-
tention of my officials.

01/10/2013WRN01750School Curriculum

01/10/2013WRN01800288. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration is 
being given to the restructuring of the Irish language curriculum at senior cycle with a view to 
introducing a more conversationalist focus or a separate subject which would emphasise oral 
skills and ability. [41115/13]

01/10/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A revised Leaving Certificate 
curriculum in Irish began in all schools in September 2010, and the first examination took place 
in June, 2012. The revised programme provides for an increase in the proportion of marks avail-
able for oral assessment to 40% (up from 25%), and is aimed at promoting a significant shift 
in emphasis towards Irish as a spoken language, where students can communicate and interact 
in a spontaneous way, and where Irish is spoken every day in schools. This revised programme 
places greater emphasis and provides rewards to students who acquire proficiency in conversa-
tion skills.  The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has been asked to review the 
implications of this change.  The review is well underway.  It should be noted that the number of 
students taking Higher Level Irish has increased from 14,358 in 2011, pre the change, to 15,937 
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in 2012 and 16,669 in 2013. 

01/10/2013WRN01950Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRN02000289. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on all Regulatory Impact Statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this 
Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [41592/13]

01/10/2013WRN02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has carried 
out the following Regulatory Impact Assessments since 9th March 2011:

- The RIA for the Education (Amendment) Bill 2012 was finalised in December 2011 and is 
available to download from my Department’s website.

- The RIA for the Qualification and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Bill 2011 
was published at the same time as the Bill in July 2011.  The RIA is also available on my De-
partment’s website.

- The RIA on the Education and Training Boards Bill 2012 was carried out in 2012 and is 
available to download on my Department’s website.

- A RIA was carried out for the Education (Admissions to School) Bill in February 2013.

01/10/2013WRN02150Public Sector Staff Remuneration

01/10/2013WRN02200290. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are any public sector employees earning less than the minimum wage; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40447/13]

01/10/2013WRN02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer to my 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 37609 of 18 September 2013.

01/10/2013WRN02350Property Valuations

01/10/2013WRN02400291. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
mechanism available to a person (details supplied) in County Cork to receive a more realistic 
and sustainable rate valuation on a property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40712/13]

01/10/2013WRN02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Act, 2001 provides for the valuation of all commercial and industrial property and the Com-
missioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his functions under the Act. The 
making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative and I, as Minister, have no function in 
decisions in this regard.

Under section 28 (4) of the Act, a Revision Officer of the Commissioner may carry out a 
revision of valuation in relation to a particular property only if a material change of circum-
stances (MCC) has occurred since the property was last revised. MCC is defined in section 3 
of the Act as a change of circumstances, which consists of a new building, a change in value 
due to structural alterations of an existing building, total or partial demolition of a building or a 
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sub-division or amalgamation of relevant property.  The definition does not allow for a revision 
of valuation where the change in value is due to economic factors, differential movements in 
property values or other external factors such as roads or other infrastructural development in 
the vicinity of a property.

I am informed by the Valuation Office that an application for a revision of valuation has 
been received from the occupier of the subject property and the Commissioner will appoint a 
Revision Officer in due course to consider the case and issue a determination in relation to the 
valuation.  A notice of the decision will issue to the applicant, who, if dissatisfied with the deci-
sion, will have the right to make representations in respect of the proposed revision and will 
have 28 days to do so, from the date of issue of the certificate.  The occupier will have a further 
statutory right to make an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal, if dissatisfied with the outcome of 
their representations. The Valuation Tribunal is an independent body set up to settle disputed 
valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and individual ratepayers.

01/10/2013WRN02550Referendum Expenditure

01/10/2013WRN02600292. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
budgeted cost for the two forthcoming referendums with a breakdown regarding the staff costs 
and other costs and to state the budgeted and actual cost of the Children’s Referendum with a 
breakdown in costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41099/13]

01/10/2013WRN02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The actual 
cost of the Children’s Referendum 2012 is broken down as follows:

- Euro
Staff Costs and other costs 9.6
An Post Costs 1.5
Referendum Commission Costs 1.7
Total 12.8 million

The budgeted cost of the Children’s Referendum 2012 was as follows:

- Euro
Staff Costs and other costs 13.6
An Post Costs 2.0
Referendum Commission Costs 3.0
Total 18.6 million

The budgeted cost of the Referendum on the abolition of Seanad Éireann and the Referen-
dum on the Court Appeal, to be held on 4th October, 2013, is as follows:

- Euro
Staff Costs and other costs 13.6
An Post  Costs 2.0
Referendum Commission Costs 3.6
Total 19.2 million
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The actual cost of a referendum becomes available when final accounts are received from 
Returning Officers. The cost of the two forthcoming referendums is expected to be higher due 
to longer polling hours and the taking of two polls.  The Children’s Referendum 2012 came in 
under budget as there was a shorter polling day.  The budget for the Children’s Referendum was 
based on the actual cost of previous referendums with a provision for contingency included.

01/10/2013WRN02750State Properties

01/10/2013WRN02800293. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a deci-
sion will issue to a community (details supplied) in County Cork regarding the handing over of 
a disused Garda station to the community project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40534/13]

01/10/2013WRN02900

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The OPW is currently assessing the property options arising in respect of all closed 
Garda Stations including the former Garda Station in Castletownshend Garda Station, Castle-
townshend, Co. Cork.  The stated policy is to identify if other State Bodies, including govern-
ment departments and the wider public sector has a use for the property.  If no State require-
ment is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular property the OPW will 
consider community involvement subject to the receipt of an appropriate business case which 
would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to insure, maintain and man-
age the property.  The OPW have received a business case for the use of this Garda Station 
from the Community Group mentioned in this question and they are engaging with the group 
at present.  The OPW is considering the viability of the proposal and will respond to the group 
once a decision has been made.

01/10/2013WRN02950Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRN03000294. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the ar-
rangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages 
Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institu-
tions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the 
number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40551/13]

01/10/2013WRN03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the question from the Deputy, my Department has signage in all its buildings in both the Irish 
and English language.  This applies to both internal and external signs.  The signage was in 
place within the designated timeframe set out in legislation.

The Office of Public Works is currently overseeing a survey of signage in OPW offices and 
heritage sites providing guided tours to the public to establish whether it is fully in compliance 
with S.I. No. 391 of 2008. A database of photographs of signs in our offices is being examined 
centrally to establish compliance and to address any areas of non-compliance.  The OPW is also 
finalising a comprehensive Standards and Policies Guide to sustainable building design which 
will include standards on signage which will be cognisant of the requirements of the Official 
Languages Act.
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There are no schools or third level institutions within the remit of my Department.

01/10/2013WRN03150Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRN03200295. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have 
not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40604/13]

01/10/2013WRN03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following is a list of Acts under the remit of my Department that 
have not yet commenced:

Name of Act Provisions not yet commenced
National Lottery Act 2013 None of the Act’s provisions have yet com-

menced. It is intended that the entire Act 
will commence shortly.

Construction Contracts Act The entire Act is subject to a Commence-
ment Order as it provides for the develop-
ment of a Code of Practice for the adjudica-
tion of payment disputes in the construction 
sector. After the Code of Practice has been 
developed, the Act will be commenced.

01/10/2013WRN03350EU Directives

01/10/2013WRN03400296. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsi-
bility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present 
non-compliance to which the State is or may be exposed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40640/13]

01/10/2013WRN03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that all relevant European Union directives under my area 
of responsibility have been complied with and this Department has not been subject to any fines 
and there are no potential fines pending.

01/10/2013WRN03550Departmental Staff Remuneration

01/10/2013WRN03600297. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total salary cost for each Department for the most recent five years for which data is available.  
[40679/13]

01/10/2013WRN03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to the Analysis of Exchequer Pay and Pensions Bill 2007 – 2012, published by the Cen-
tral Pay Policy Section of the Remuneration and Industrial Relations Division of my Depart-
ment.  This publication presents a detailed breakdown of both gross and net pay and pension 
expenditure in aggregate terms, by sector and by individual Vote and is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.per.gov.ie under the Reports tab.  Data on pay costs can also be obtained 
from my Department’s databank website http://databank.per.gov.ie/ and from the Appropriation 
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Accounts published annually by the Comptroller & Auditor General.

01/10/2013WRN03750Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WRN03800298. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
amount of capital spending incurred directly across all Departments as a results of measures 
undertaken as part of the 2011 Jobs Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40934/13]

01/10/2013WRN03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The capital 
expenditure measures contained in the 2011 Jobs Initiative formed only part of a much wider 
set of measures included in the Initiative which were aimed at generating employment and kick-
starting economic activity.  The aim of the capital measures was to accelerate capital works that 
are shovel ready, have a local focus and are labour intensive. Schools, secondary roads works 
and retrofitting were identified as being the most appropriate for such purposes, while also rep-
resenting areas where investment has broader benefits to society and the economy.  Under the 
2011 Jobs Initiative, an additional €40 million was provided for labour intensive school works 
with €30m of this profiled and spent in 2011. At the end of December 2012, €39.3m had been 
spent with the balance of €0.7m due to issue in 2013.

The Jobs Initiative also provided for an additional €60 million to be reallocated from within 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport’s overall allocation to invest in our regional and 
local roads to carry out much-needed surface restoration and road reconstruction works.  A fur-
ther €15m was allocated to smarter travel and traffic management schemes around the country. 
Of this, €5m was allocated to the National Transport Authority for the Regional Cities pro-
gramme. I understand from my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, that 
€69.2 million has been spent by his Department under the Jobs Initiative to date.  As the NTA 
administers the Regional Cities programme on behalf of the Department of Transport, queries 
in relation to spend under that programme should be directed to the NTA.

An additional €19 million in Exchequer funding was allocated to the Department of Com-
munications, Energy and Natural Resources, for the national energy retrofitting programme, to 
be supplemented by €11 million savings from that Department’s allocation. This doubled the 
funding for the Retrofit home energy efficiency and renewable energy programmes in the sec-
ond half of 2011.  This allocation has also been spent in full.

Office of Public Works Properties

01/10/2013WRO00100299. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an update on the proposed use for a public building in Dublin 11 (details supplied), 
which is in the control of the Office of Public Works and which has been lying idle for more 
than three years. [40997/13]

01/10/2013WRO00200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works have agreed to transfer the property in question 
to Dublin City Council.  The legal contracts are currently being finalised and it is expected that 
the transfer of ownership will be completed shortly.

State Bodies Abolition
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01/10/2013WRO00300300. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding plans to reduce the number of quangos; the number of quangos that have 
been abolished to date; his future plans to reduce the number; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41081/13]

01/10/2013WRO00350Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to my answer to PQ 39347/13 answered on Tuesday, 24th September, 2013 regarding 
progress on the agency rationalisation measures contained in the Public Service Reform Plan.  
My Department is currently monitoring the implementation of the agency rationalisation pro-
gramme of the Public Service Reform Plan on a quarterly basis. The latest tables which detail 
this progress to end Quarter 2 2013 can be found at: http://reformplan.per.gov.ie/files/2013/09/
Public-Service-Reform-Plan-Rationalisation-Measures-end-Q2-2013.pdf

In summary, the tables show that significant progress has been made by Departments on the 
implementation of agreed rationalisation measures. To date, rationalisation and amalgamation 
measures involving 43 bodies have been fully implemented, and measures involving a further 
63 bodies are at advanced legislative or administrative stages.  Further measures, involving 110 
bodies, were identified under a critical review process undertaken in 2012 as part of the Public 
Service Reform Plan and are currently being implemented.

Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRO00400301. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Department 
since this Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41599/13]

01/10/2013WRO00450Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following is a list of Regulatory Impact Statements carried out on 
Bills in my Department since 2011:

Name of Act Regulatory Impact Assessment carried out
Construction Contracts Act RIA published on 27 September 2011. 

Signed into law on 29 July 2013 (subject to 
a Commencement Order)

Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 RIA published alongside the Bill on 3 July 
2013.

Freedom of Information Bill 2013 RIA published in September 2013.
Regulation of Lobbying Bill RIA published on 30 April 2013.

Proposed Legislation

01/10/2013WRO00512302. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his plans to make changes or propose changes to the Companies Acts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40503/13]

01/10/2013WRO00543Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Compa-
nies Bill 2012 represents the largest substantive Bill in the history of the State. The Bill con-
solidates the existing 16 Companies Acts, which date from 1963 to 2012, into one Act and it 
also introduces a number of reforms which make it easier to operate a company in Ireland.  The 
Bill passed Second Stage in the Dail on 25 April 2013 and Committee Stage is expected to be 



1 October 2013

207

taken shortly.

01/10/2013WRO00575Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRO00700303. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ar-
rangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages 
Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools and third level in-
stitutions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; 
the number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40549/13]

01/10/2013WRO00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): S.I. no 391 of 
2008, made under Section 9 (1) of the Official Languages Act, 2003 by the Minister for Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, requires that public bodies must ensure that: a system is in place to 
confirm that all new signs placed by the public body or on its behalf after 1 March, 2009 com-
ply with the criteria set out in the regulations; any signs placed at any location before 1 March, 
2009 but containing an error in the text have been amended by 1 March, 2012; and any signs 
placed at any location before 1 March, 2009 with the text in English only have been amended 
by 1 March, 2013.

I can confirm that arrangements are in place in my Department and its Offices to ensure 
compliance with the requirements of this S.I. 

With regard to the requirement to amend signage by the March 2013 deadline, the vast ma-
jority of signs in the areas of my Department and its Offices to which the public have access are 
in both Irish and English. Work is currently at an advanced stage with a view to ensuring that 
all signs in all buildings of my Department and its Offices are compliant with the requirements 
of S.I. no 391 of 2008. 

The following table shows the position for each building/Office of my Department with 
regard to meeting the requirements of S.I. no 391 of 2008:

 Building/Office Current Position
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, 23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

The majority of signs in areas accessed by 
members of the public are in Irish and Eng-
lish. An assessment of signage was under-
taken in early 2013. Following a procure-
ment process, a contractor has been engaged 
to produce new signage which meets the 
requirements of S.I. no 391 of 2008.

Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation, Davitt House, 65A Adelaide Road, 
Dublin 2. 

The majority of signs in areas accessed by 
members of the public are in Irish and Eng-
lish. An assessment of signage was under-
taken in early 2013. Following a procure-
ment process, a contractor has been engaged 
to produce new signage which meets the 
requirement of S.I. no 391 of 2008.
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 Building/Office Current Position
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, Earlsfort Centre, Lower Hatch Street, 
Dublin 2.

The majority of signs in areas accessed by 
members of the public are in Irish and Eng-
lish. An assessment of signage was under-
taken in early 2013. Following a procure-
ment process, a contractor has been engaged 
to produce new signage which meets the 
requirement of S.I. no 391 of 2008.

Companies Registration Office (CRO), 14 
Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

An assessment of signage was undertaken 
in 2012 following meetings between CRO 
and An Coimisinéir Teanga. The old signage 
was replaced and all the signage has been in 
compliance with S.I. no 391 of 2008 since 
March 2013.

Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment (ODCE), 16 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

An assessment of the signs that require 
change has been undertaken. While many of 
these signs are bilingual, they are not fully 
compliant due to the size of the font.  The 
Office is currently addressing the further 
steps required for full compliance.

Labour Relations Commission, Tom John-
son House, Haddington Road, Dublin 4.

A number of signs in areas accessed by 
members of the public are in Irish and Eng-
lish. There are a number of signs in internal 
areas of the building which require assess-
ment and this will be conducted shortly.

Labour Court, Tom Johnson House, Had-
dington Road, Dublin 4.

A number of signs in areas accessed by 
members of the public are in Irish and Eng-
lish. There are a number of signs in internal 
areas of the building which require assess-
ment and this will be conducted shortly.

Equality Tribunal, Clonmel Street, Dublin 
2.

All signage in public areas is displayed in 
both Irish and English. Work is currently 
underway to translate all other signs into 
Irish in accordance with the provisions of 
S.I. no 391 of 2008.

Patents Office, Government Buildings, He-
bron Road, Kilkenny.

Most of the signage is in compliance with 
S.I. no 391 of 2008.  However, in a small 
number of instances further work is re-
quired to ensure full compliance and this 
work is currently in hand.

National Employment Rights Authority 
(NERA) offices in Carlow, Cork, Dublin 
Shannon and Sligo

All appropriate signs in all NERA’s offices 
comply with requirements of S.I. no 391 
of 2008. However, there are three external 
signs which are bilingual with the English 
translation appearing before the Irish trans-
lation. As a change to the title of NERA is 
anticipated with the establishment of the 
new workplace relations body, it was con-
sidered prudent to await the new title before 
amending these signs.
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Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRO00900304. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have 
not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40602/13]

01/10/2013WRO01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the time 
available for response to this question, my Department has identified the following provisions 
of legislation, which have not yet been commenced.

Under the Industrial Development Act 1993, Forfás is the overall employer of both its own 
staff and those of Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland. 

The Industrial Development (Enterprise Ireland) Act, 1998, made provision for Enterprise 
Ireland (Sections 18, 19 and 20) and IDA (Sections 36, 37 and 38) to assume the role of em-
ployer, subject to Ministerial Order, should this become necessary at some time in the future. 
The Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 2003 (Sections 19, 20 and 21) 
made similar provision for SFI to assume the role of employer. These sections have not been 
commenced.

The following Sections of the Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 
2003 have not been commenced: Section 19, which concerns the powers of Science Foundation 
Ireland to employ its own staff; Section 20, which concerns arrangements for when staff of For-
fás are seconded to Science Foundation Ireland; and Section 21, which concerns arrangements 
for superannuation being administered by Science Foundation Ireland for its employees. As 
Forfás continues to be the legal employer of all staff in a number of agencies under the aegis of 
my Department, including those of Science Foundation Ireland, it has not been appropriate or 
necessary to commence these three sections in the 2003 Act. 

With the proposed integration of Forfás into my Department, it will be necessary to estab-
lish these agencies as employers of their own staff on the dissolution of Forfás. These matters 
will be addressed in the context of the forthcoming Industrial Development (Forfás) Bill which 
will dissolve Forfás and transfer its functions to the Department of Jobs and Enterprise.

In relation to the Dangerous Substances Act 1972, provisions relating to explosives which 
did not commence are:

Part II of that Act, Section 7 (1) and the Schedule to that Act in so far as they refer to the 
Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act 1854, the Explosives Act 1875, the Customs and Inland Rev-
enue Act 1883, the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898 and the Revenue Act 1909; Section 
7 (2) of that Act, and any other provision of the Dangerous Substances Act 1972, to the extent 
that the provision is applicable to or for the purposes of explosives within the meaning of sec-
tion 9 (1) of that Act.

It is not intended that Sections 48 and 49 of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 will be com-
menced as the Attorney General has advised that the provisions are inimical to the maximum 
harmonisation nature of the Directive on Unfair Commercial Practices which was transposed 
into Irish law by the Consumer Protection Act 2007.

Section 109 of the Company Law Enforcement Act 2001 would enable the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement to levy fines for company law breaches subject to summary prosecution. It 
is proposed that the Company Law Enforcement Act 2001 will be repealed by the Companies 
Bill. Following enactment of this Bill, consideration will be given as to the timing of the com-



Questions - Written Answers

210

mencement of the provisions in the Act.  

Section 31 of the Investment Funds, Company and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2005 has 
been partially commenced. The Section has not been commenced as regards the repeal of exist-
ing market abuse laws as they relate to unregulated markets.  A proposal for an EU Regulation, 
extending the Market Abuse Directive to new markets, is currently under negotiation at EU 
level by the Department of Finance.  

Section 62 would allow Directors acting for more than one company to send a single notifi-
cation to Companies Registration Office regarding a change in his or her name or address.  To 
implement the provision will require software development, in addition to Orders specifying 
forms to be used and fees to be applied, before it can be commenced. 

Section 72 has been partially commenced by the Investment Funds, Companies and Miscel-
laneous Provisions Act 2005 (Section 72) (Commencement) Order 2012 (S.I. 449/12). 

Sections 9(2)(l), 15(2), 26, 29(5), 34, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 and 59 of the Companies (Auditing 
and Accounting) Act 2003 have not been commenced or given effect to date but, provisions 
with equivalent or broadly equivalent effect , are being included in the Companies Bill 2012.

EU Directives

01/10/2013WRO01100305. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibil-
ity; the current fines resulting from non-compliance, and potential fines resulting from current 
non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40638/13]

01/10/2013WRO01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment ensures that a high profile is given to ensuring that a good performance on the transposi-
tion of EU Directives is maintained. In that regard, transposition is monitored on a regular basis 
within the Department.  My Department has three EU Directives due for transposition by the 
end of 2013.  One of these is currently overdue – EU Directive 2010/32/EU implementing the 
Framework Agreement on prevention of injuries from sharp instruments in the hospital and 
healthcare sector. A number of issues arose late in the legal settlement process and further en-
gagement was required on a technical matter with the Commission which meant that the trans-
position deadline for this Directive could not be met. My Department is currently in the process 
of finalising the legal transposition text.  

There are no current fines levied against any EU Directives which are under the remit of my 
Department.  The issue of potential fines would only arise if these have already been specified 
in a particular case and to date this has not arisen.  I will continue to give a high level of political 
commitment to the ongoing monitoring and management of the transposition of EU Directives 
within my Department.

01/10/2013WRO01250Job Losses

01/10/2013WRO01300306. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the jobs lost in Industrial Development Agency client companies for each salary band from 
€20,000, in bands of €10,000, for each year since 2007.  [40674/13]

01/10/2013WRO01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
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Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported by 
the Industrial development agencies. However, I am informed by IDA Ireland that the Forfás 
Employment Survey does not track jobs lost by salary.  Details of the number of jobs lost in 
client companies of IDA Ireland in the 6 year period from 2007 to 2012 inclusive are set out 
in the attached tabular statement.  I am glad to say that figures for 2012 show that job losses in 
IDA client companies continued to decline with 6,152 jobs being lost during 2012.  This figure 
represents a decrease of over 60% on the figures for 2009.

Table showing the number of jobs lost in IDA Ireland Client Companies in each of the 
years 2007 to 2012

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
IDA Client 
Companies 
Job Losses

9,631 10,154 17,911 9,635 6,950 6,152

01/10/2013WRO01450Job Creation Numbers

01/10/2013WRO01500307. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency for which a salary is in excess 
of €150,000 per year. [40675/13]

01/10/2013WRO01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
number of jobs promoted by IDA Ireland by salary scale are set out in the attached tabular state-
ment for the years 2007 to 2012.

IDA supports job creation where a company is making a new investment in Ireland. This 
includes new companies opening in Ireland for the first time or the expansion of an existing 
operation in Ireland. The job creation support focuses on the average salaries of total new jobs 
created in a company. Looking at the past 6 years (2007 – 2012), the agency did not support any 
jobs where the average salary was greater than €150,000 per year. 

Table showing the salary scales of jobs created by IDA Client Companies for each of 
the years from 2007 to 2012

Salary 
Scales

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

20,000 - 
40,000

2,743 4,201 1389 5681 3722 4,584

40,000 - 
60,000

3,829 4,414 1791 2998 4095 6,242

60,000 - 
80,000

132 1,040 40 188 569 434

80,000 - 
100,000

70 25 0 0 295 242

100,000 
-120,000

0 0 0 241 0 89

120,000 - 
140,000

0 0 0 0 0 60

140,000 - 
160,000

0 0 0 0 0 0
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Salary 
Scales

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Total 6,774 9,680 3,220 9,108 8,681 11,651

Job Creation Numbers

01/10/2013WRO01700308. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency in customer care, international 
sales and research and development for each year since 2007.  [40677/13]

01/10/2013WRO01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported by 
the Industrial Development agencies. Details of the number of jobs created and the number of 
jobs created in Customer Care and International Services by IDA Ireland Client Companies in 
the six year period from 2007 to 2012 inclusive are set out in the attached tabular statements.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that the Forfás Employment Survey tracks employment by 
NACE codes (pan-European classification system which groups organisations according to 
their business activities). Customer care and International sales jobs would most likely fall 
within the International Services code. The agency has also informed me that research and de-
velopment is carried out by companies across all sectors.

Table showing the number of jobs created by IDA Ireland Client Companies in each 
of the years from 2007 to 2012

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
No. of 
Companies

1,070 1,043 1,019 1,014 1,004 1,033

Total Jobs 155,949 152,514 138,171 139,760 145,847 152,785
Total 
New Jobs 
Created 

9,335 6,719 3,568 11,224 13,037 12,722

Table showing the number of jobs created by IDA Ireland Client Companies under the 
International Services NACE code in each of the years from 2007 to 2012

Interna-
tional 
Services 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

No. of 
Companies

338 342 345 356 383 401

Permanent 
Employ-
ment

45,346 45,780 41,197 43,057 46,823 51,128

Gross 
Gains 
(New Jobs)

3,837 4,269 2,340 6,365 6,644 6,185

01/10/2013WRO01850Job Creation Numbers
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01/10/2013WRO01900309. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs promoted by the Industrial Development Agency that require a foreign language 
to native speaker level for each year since 2007. [40678/13]

01/10/2013WRO02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that they are unable to provide the number of jobs promoted that require for-
eign language skills at native speaker level as the Forfás Employment survey does not track the 
language skills of employees in individual companies.  The Agency has explained that research 
undertaken by the Expert Group on Future Skills identifies foreign language skills as a key 
skill requirement for enterprise trade and export performance. This includes the foreign owned 
multinational sector.  In some cases the requirement is for native language speakers, due to the 
nature of the job/function. In other cases, employees with high, but non-native, language profi-
ciency are what is needed, particularly where other highly sought after skills are also required, 
such as engineering, ICT etc.

To underpin the overall development of the foreign owned multinational sector in Ireland, it 
is important that Ireland meets the requirements of its multinational client base for both native 
and non-native language skill requirements.  IDA client companies primarily use Ireland as a 
base to service to the European and Asian markets. These companies understand the impor-
tance of proficiency in local market languages to successfully compete and sustain growth in 
a market. Language skills are particularly important for sales and marketing and HR staff but 
increasingly, FDI companies are seeking employees with backgrounds in science, technology, 
engineering and maths that also have a proficiency in more than one language. 

Ireland’s availability of skilled labour is one of the primary reasons cited by IDA clients 
for establishing their operations in Ireland. A scaling up in the supply of domestic foreign lan-
guages capability in second and in third level will enhance Irelands’ proposition for foreign 
direct investment.

Trade Missions Participation

01/10/2013WRO02100310. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans to 
have a trade mission to South Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40716/13]

01/10/2013WRO02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  A Trade Mis-
sion to South Africa and Nigeria is planned for 11–15 November 2013.  The Trade Mission will 
be led by Mr Joe Costello, T.D. Minister of State, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
with responsibility for Trade & Development.  The Trade Mission is part of Enterprise Ireland’s 
ongoing commitment to drive trade with Africa and will cover Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Lagos. There will be a strong focus on some of the key growth sectors as identified in the Enter-
prise Ireland market strategy for South Africa, these include: Telecommunications, Education 
and Financial Services Technologies. The Trade Mission will coincide with AfricaCom, the an-
nual Pan-African exhibition and congress for all telecommunications professionals where there 
will be an Ireland stand with Enterprise Ireland clients participating. 

The objectives of this mission are as follows: To raise Ireland’s profile as a trading partner 
in Africa and to emphasise the message that “Ireland is open for business”; and to increase Irish 
exports to Southern and Western Africa.

Africa is one of the fastest growing economic regions in the world. Southern Africa and 
West Africa are two of the key growth regions in Africa with growth of 3% and 9% forecasted 
respectively for 2013. Enterprise Ireland has made a strong commitment to Africa by opening 
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its first office in 2012 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The main objective of this office is to pro-
actively support Irish companies to export to the Region (over 300 Enterprise Ireland clients are 
currently exporting to the Region) and to actively drive export growth.

Employment Rights Issues

01/10/2013WRO02300311. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of cases that have been taken by workers or their unions to the Rights Commissioner, 
Employment Appeals Tribunal and the Labour Court in 2011 and 2012; the timeframe and the 
average waiting time to have cases heard in each of these bodies. [40974/13]

01/10/2013WRO02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) received 8,004 referrals from employees/trade unions in 2011 and 
4,977 in 2012.  The average waiting time to be heard was 76.5 weeks in 2011 and 79.5 in 2012.  
To address waiting times and maximise efficiency, Divisions of the EAT have extended sitting 
times, are dealing with more cases per hearing. This approach has resulted in a significant in-
crease in the number of claims disposed of over the past few years: 2010 – 6,064(+ 30%); 2011 
– 6,723(+ 11%); 2012 -7,624(+ 13%).  In addition, in planning its work schedule, the Tribunal 
targets geographic areas by longest waiting period and highest level of claims outstanding.

The Rights Commissioner Service received 9,206 referrals in 2011 and 8,852 referrals in 
2012. While the Service does not differentiate between employer/employee referrals in terms of 
data capture, the vast majority of such referrals comprise workers’ claims.  At end-2012 claim-
ants were being offered a first Hearing within 8-12 weeks of receipt. It should be borne in mind 
that there is a holding period specified in some legislation (e.g. 3 weeks for unfair dismissals 
and industrial relations cases. It is accepted that a minimum period of 6-8 weeks for scheduling 
a hearing is appropriate, as this provides adequate notice and allows sufficient time for prepara-
tion by both parties and minimises the number of adjournment requests.  In addition, claims are 
now also screened for suitability for the Early Resolution Service (ERS) of the Labour Rela-
tions Commission. Any claims unresolved by the ERS are generally scheduled  for a hearing 
within 4 weeks. 

The Labour Court hears claims under various separate pieces of legislation, some of which 
are lodged as direct claims to the Court and others which come to the Court by way of appeal 
or implementation from the other Employment Rights bodies.  The Labour Court received a 
total of 1254 referrals in 2011 and 1254 referrals in 2012; these were comprised of a range of 
referrals by workers or their representatives and employers or their representatives. Similar to 
the Rights Commissioner Service, the Labour Court does not differentiate referrals by referrer.

The majority of the Labour Court’s Dublin based cases are heard within 12 weeks with an 
average of approx. 10 weeks and the majority of regional cases are heard within 6 months with 
an average of approx. 4/5 months. The option of having a regional case transferred to a Dublin 
hearing is available should the parties wish to have the hearing within a shorter timescale. 

Employment Rights Issues

01/10/2013WRO02500312. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the find-
ings that are made in favour of employees by the Rights Commissioner, Employment Appeals 
Tribunal and Labour Court in 2011 and 2012; the number of times these outcomes have not 
been honoured by the employers; the number of times these instances have been referred to the 
National Employment Rights Authority for enforcement; and the rate of success for enforcing 
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these outcomes. [40975/13]

01/10/2013WRO02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Once a com-
plaint submitted to any of the Employment Rights bodies listed has been either adjudicated upon 
or withdrawn/settled, the body in question has no further role in the matter. The complaints sub-
mitted are often complex and range across a number of employment-related areas. The bodies 
do not collect data on the findings that are made in favour of employees or employers.

In the event that an award made by a body remains outstanding the person(s) affected may 
seek the Minister’s assistance in having this enforced. In such instances, the enforcement func-
tion is carried out on behalf of the Minister by the National Employment Rights Authority 
(NERA).  NERA received 79 award referrals in 2011 and 75 in 2012 (see Table 1).

CASES 2011 2012
Cases on hand start of year 54 89
New Cases Received 79 75
Cases Closed 44 59
Cases on hand end of year 89 105

The value of the arrears paid to employees as a result of civil enforcement for both 2011 and 
2012 respectively is as follows;

YEAR Arrears Paid to employees as a result of civil enforcement by NERA
2011 €84,796.00
2012 €50,557.00

A “fit for purpose” workplace relations system must be supported by proportionate, effec-
tive and efficient compliance and enforcement measures. It is my view that the current system 
of enforcement of employment rights awards is cumbersome, expensive and, accordingly, not 
“fit for purpose”.  For this reason, I am proposing to make provision in the Workplace Relations 
Bill for a range of enhanced compliance measures, including the use of Compliance Notices, 
Fixed Charge Notices and a new mechanism for enforcing awards of the WRC Adjudicators 
and Labour Court Determinations.  I am confident that the introduction of these measures will 
provide for more proportionate, efficient and effective enforcement of employment law.

Jobs Initiative

01/10/2013WRO02700313. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide information related to the State’s involvement in the initiative connectireland.
com; the amount the website cost to develop and maintain to date; the amount awarded in a 
finder’s fee; the amount such awards that have been made since the launch of the initiative in 
March 2012; the number of jobs that have been created as a direct result of the initiative; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41007/13]

01/10/2013WRO02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): ConnectIre-
land.com is the biggest website for the Succeed in Ireland initiative, which is a new, innovative 
and ambitious scheme, put in place by the Government as part of Action Plan for Jobs 2012.  
The initiative is intended to complement IDA’s efforts to attract more fast-growing emerging 
companies to Ireland and focuses on generating projects from Small and Medium Sized Enter-
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prises.  The Government recognises that, while IDA Ireland does excellent work in attracting 
large companies to invest, establish operations and create jobs in Ireland, any measures that can 
extend the reach of IDA, particularly to smaller companies who would consider investing and 
creating jobs in regional locations, is very positive for Ireland.  Many of the projects delivered 
so far by the initiative will be located in regional towns which would not ordinarily be con-
sidered by large companies of the type usually attracted by IDA, and the same is true of many 
of the projects currently in the pipeline.  The initiative is managed by Connect Ireland under a 
contract with IDA Ireland.  The cost of administering the scheme is covered by Connect Ireland 
and that includes web-site development costs.

Under the Succeed in Ireland initiative, IDA Ireland will pay a finder’s fee of up to a maxi-
mum of €4,000 excluding VAT on the creation of a sustainable job i.e. a job that has been in 
place for 2 years.  As the initiative has been in existence since March 2012, no such fees have 
yet been paid by IDA Ireland.  To date 10 projects, with the potential to create 292 jobs, have 
been approved with the majority of these being outside of Dublin.  An evaluation of the project 
was carried out earlier this year by officials of my Department in conjunction with IDA and 
Connect Ireland, which showed that Connect Ireland has built an impressive pipeline of future 
jobs announcements predominantly from the SME sector.  I am pleased with the success of the 
initiative to date and look forward to future announcements and continuing success of the initia-
tive in the years ahead.

Tourism Employment

01/10/2013WRO02900314. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps he is taking to ensure that trained Irish chefs are provided with opportunities to work in 
this country (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41022/13]

01/10/2013WRO03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National 
Tourism Development Authority, Fáilte Ireland, which comes under the responsibility of my 
colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, is the lead agency responsible for 
encouraging, promoting and supporting the recruitment, training and education of people for 
the tourism industry. 

Over the past 20 years, Fáilte Ireland has been responsible for the development of many suc-
cessful Tourism and Hospitality courses which are currently being delivered in colleges around 
Ireland today. These courses have been developed by Fáilte Ireland working in conjunction 
with educational providers such as the Institutes of Technology and most recently with Colleges 
of Further Education. They include craft based training (Chefs / Bar and Restaurant Skills, etc) 
courses as well as a range of other courses designed to prepare individuals for a career in the 
Tourism and Hospitality industry across a wide range of disciplines.

There are currently 1,600 job seeker chefs registered with the Department of Social Protec-
tion. Over the period January to September 2013, there were 2,250 vacancies for chefs adver-
tised through the public employment services. The vacancy data from the National Skills Bul-
letin produced by the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit in FÁS on behalf of the Expert 
Group on Future Skills Needs indicates that there are no shortages for chefs but that there are 
potential retention issues within the sector. 

Follow up surveys to track the labour market outcomes for trainees completing craft based 
training courses are commissioned on a recurrent basis by Fáilte Ireland. In the most recent 
of these surveys, a minority of persons not working as chefs cited the absence of employment 
opportunities to work as a chef as their main reason for not working as a chef. Among persons 
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not working as chefs, the findings of the most recent survey point to a combination of four job-
related factors as influencing their decision to not work as chefs, namely, unsuitable working 
hours, low pay, temporary work,  and a lack of promotion opportunities.

The authors of the 2012 study prepared for Fáilte Ireland concluded that measures to ad-
dress the disinclination of a substantial minority of trainees completing courses in professional 
cookery to seek employment as a chef fall largely within the remit of the sector since measures 
to improve pay and conditions are relevant to addressing recruitment difficulties where these 
arise and to ensuring more broadly that the supply of trained personnel is fully retained in the 
sector.

Job Creation Numbers

01/10/2013WRO03100315. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form, on a county basis for 2011 and 2012, each Industrial Development 
Agency supported jobs announcement; the number of jobs announced at the time of announce-
ment; the number of jobs actually created at each site as at 30 August 2013; an explanation for 
any disparity between the jobs announced and the jobs created; and his views on the practice of 
job announcements.  [41043/13]

01/10/2013WRO03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of IDA 
job announcements by location for the period 2011 and 2012 is set out in the accompanying 
tabular statement (Table A).

Details of employment data for 2011 and 2012 are also set out in the attached tabular state-
ment.  (Table B).

These jobs are expected to come on stream over the next three years.  However, it must be 
remembered that for a variety of reasons, some job creation projects are not announced, for 
example, in cases where the company involved does not wish this to happen.

It is also important to note that the number of jobs created by IDA companies typically ex-
ceeds the number of jobs actually announced.

The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that 
are supported by the enterprise development agencies.  Data is compiled on an annualized basis 
and is aggregated at county level.  The information is provided by companies on a confidential 
basis for statistical purposes only.  It is therefore not possible to provide information at com-
pany level or for individual locations throughout the country.

Table A showing details of   IDA Job Announcements for 2011

Company Location Jobs
Ericsson Athlone 100 jobs
Quest Software Cork 150 jobs
EMC Cork -
FMC Cork -
Easylink Cork 20 jobs
McAfee Cork 30 jobs
Aruba Networks  Cork 40 jobs
MSD Cork 70 jobs
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Company Location Jobs
BioMarin Cork 100 jobs
Sangart Cork 120 manufacturing jobs and 

125 construction
VMware Cork 250 jobs
Kirchoff Donegal -
Murex Dublin 30
PayPal Dublin 150 customer support 

positions
LinkedIn Dublin 100 jobs
Asset Control Dublin 50 jobs
Marketo Dublin 125 jobs
Zynga Dublin -
BNY Mellon Dublin 50 jobs
Symantec Dublin 60 jobs
Butterfield Fulcrum Dublin 60 jobs
BSB Dublin 120 jobs
Allianz Dublin 50 jobs
Wolters Kluwer Dublin 13 RD&I jobs
EADS / Eurocopter Dublin -
PayPay Dubin 200 jobs
Citrix Dublin 50 jobs
Pfizer Dublin 400 construction jobs
HCL Dublin 80 jobs
Arvato Finance Dublin 150 jobs
D&B Dublin 75 jobs
Biotrin Dublin 40 jobs
Caci Dublin -
Google Dublin 200 construction jobs 30 

full time and contractor jobs
Twitter Dublin -
Allianz Worldwide Care Dublin 128 jobs
HedgeServ Dublin 300 jobs
IBM Dublin 200 jobs
Engine Yard Dublin 30 jobs
Pinger Dublin 15 jobs
Commence Dublin 20 jobs
LANDesk Software Dublin 15 jobs
Misys Dublin 35 jobs
Dell Dublin / Limerick 150 jobs
SAP Dublin and Galway 100 jobs
Prometric Dundalk 100 jobs
Valeo Galway 100 jobs
Zenimax Galway Hundreds of jobs
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Company Location Jobs
Metal Improvement Com-
pany

Galway 20 – 30 jobs

Avaya Galway 75 jobs
HP Galway 50 jobs
NEI Galway 50 jobs
Aspect Galway -
Alere Galway 100 jobs
Delcath Galway A number of marketing, 

sales, and logistic support 
jobs

EA and BioWare Galway 200 jobs
CareFusion Galway 35 jobs
HP Galway -
Pivot Galway 100 jobs
Covidien Galway & Athlone -
Fidelity Galway and Dublin 100 technology jobs
JRI-America Kerry 100 jobs
Intel Kildare 850 Construction

200 Manufacturing
Teleflex Limerick 80 jobs
Analog Limerick 100 jobs
Glass Lewis Limerick 15 jobs
ON Semiconductor Limerick 69 jobs
Gilt Groupe Limerick and Dublin 100 – 200 jobs
Allergan Mayo 20 manufacturing jobs
Kelcourt Offaly 55 jobs
Harmac Roscommon 100 jobs
Boston Scientific Tipperary -
MSD Tipperary -
Genzyme Waterford -
Bausch and Lomb Waterford -
Mycroft Waterford 50 jobs
AMS Westmeath 50 jobs
NPD Westmeath 100 jobs
Coca Cola Wexford and Louth 100 jobs

 Table showing details of IDA Job Announcements for 2012

Company Location Jobs 
Nypro Bray 100
IERC Cork N/A
Big Fish Games Cork 30
Eli Lilly Cork 200 + 300 construction jobs
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Company Location Jobs 
Pepsi Co Cork N/A
M/A – COM Tech Cork 30
Red 5 Studios Cork 30
GE Healthcare Cork N/A
Hittie Microwave Corp Cork 30
Entercoms Cork 30
Stryker Cork 20
Nextag Drogheda 125
Yapstone Drogheda 120
BSkyB Dublin 800
Webroot Dublin N/A
Workday Dublin 100
Mastercard Dublin 130
Microsoft Dublin -
Datalogic ADC Dublin 30
Indeed.com Dublin N/A
BlackRock Inc Dublin 25
CULTURE TRANSLATE Dublin 30
Nimbles Apps Dublin 10
Unique Digital Ltd Dublin N/A
Amgen Dublin 100
Total Defence Dublin 100
IBM Dublin -
Smartbox Dublin Currently 50, potentially 

20 additional jobs over 18 
months

Amazon Dublin Over 100 jobs
IDG Connect Dublin 125
Van Tibolli Dublin 25
Md7 Dublin N/A
Infobright Dublin -
Aasonn Dublin 30
Qualvu Inc. Dublin 15
Maples Group Dublin 75
Nuance Dublin 40
Salesforce.com Dublin 100
Guidewire Dublin N/A
Ancestry.com Dublin 50
Aris Global Dublin 50
SumUp Dublin 40
Xtralis Dublin 50
Arvato Dublin 100
Hubspot Dublin 150
Aspen Dublin 44
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Company Location Jobs 
Munich Re Dublin 17
LogMeIn Dublin 50
Anamie Advisors Ltd Dublin -
Clearstream Dublin 100
Dropbox Dublin -
Mandiant Dublin 100
Kobo / Rakuten Dublin 30
Sogeti Dublin and Galway 65
Mylan Dublin and Galway 500
SAP Dublin and Galway 250
Xilinx Dublin and Cork 60
Fidelity Dublin / Galway 200
PayPal Dundalk 1,000
Diaceutics Dundalk 20
National Pen Dundalk 250
Cisco Galway 115
Merit Medical Systems Galway 200
Delcath Galway N/A
EA Games Galway 300
Synchronoss Galway 30
Butterfly Fulcrum Galway 250
HP Galway / Kildare 280
Fujitsu NUI Galway N/A
Envelope Supply Company Kilkenny 32
MGS Leixlip 150
Consero
ExtenSys Inc
KeyedIn Solutions
DITA Inc
ZenDesk

Letterkenny
Dublin 
Limerick

122

Cook Ireland Limerick 12
Cetra Limerick 20
Imosphere Limerick 17
ZMDI Limerick 35
Northern Trust Limerick 400
Allergan Mayo 200
Lafferty Group Mayo 40
Succeed in Ireland National 30
Abbott Sligo 175
ResMed UCD 50

Table B showing Employment Data for 2011 and 2012 
- 2011 2012
Total Jobs 145,847 152,785



Questions - Written Answers

222

- 2011 2012
Permanent Employment 130,499 136,505
Gross Gains (New Jobs) 11,594 11,790
Other Jobs 15,348 16,280
Jobs Announced 7,270 8,504

Jobs Data

01/10/2013WRO03300316. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form on a county basis for 2011 and 2012 each Enterprise Ireland sup-
ported jobs announcement; the number of jobs announced at the time of announcement; the 
number of jobs actually created at each site as at 30 August 2013; an explanation for any dis-
parity between the jobs announced and the jobs created and his views on the practice of job 
announcements [41044/13]

01/10/2013WRO03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): With regard to 
individual company announcements, the appended table sets out the number of job announce-
ments made by Enterprise Ireland (EI) clients in association with EI, in the years 2011 and 2012. 

It is generally expected that jobs announced as part of a joint press release will come on 
stream in a three year period following the announcement. It should however, be noted that 
some job creation projects are not announced, for example in cases where the company does 
not wish for publicity.  Where a client company wishes to publicly announce new jobs created, 
Enterprise Ireland can facilitate this announcement by issuing a press release in conjunction 
with the company.  While the number of jobs created at each site can be commercially sensitive 
and therefore not published individually, Enterprise Ireland tracks all jobs created, by reference 
to the commitment given in the legal agreement entered into between the Agency and the com-
pany at the time of support approval.   EI may withdraw, or claw back, any funding approved 
or paid out to a company where the legal agreement has been breached.

The overall jobs performance by EI client companies including where the jobs are created 
is subject to a number of factors.  The employment performance of EI client companies is mea-
sured annually by the Forfás Employment Survey.  This survey, typically carried out in October 
of each year in respect of the previous year, is reported on, in agency end-of-year statements 
and annual reports, and details the employment position of agency clients.  Table 1 summarises 
the total number of jobs created in 2011 and 2012. The 2013 survey, which will be available in 
the early part of 2014, will detail the jobs created by EI clients in 2013.

As Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, I welcome all announcements concerning 
the creation of jobs, which is a key priority for the Government.  

Table 1  : EI Client Jobs Created (Full Time), 2011-2012

Year Jobs Created (Full Time)
2011 14,023
2012 12,861

List of Job announcements made by Enterprise Ireland (EI) clients in association with 
EI, in the years 2011 and 2012. 
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Date Company Location Invest Jobs Project Activity
January 
10/01/2011

Clearstream 
Technologies

Wexford 70 jobs Wexford Firm Clearstream Technolo-
gies Announces 70 jobs with Enterprise 
Ireland Support
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
en/News/PressReleases/2011-Press-
Releases/Wexford-Firm-Clearstream-
Technologies-Announces-70-jobs-with-
Enterprise-Ireland-Support.html

March 
18/03/2011

Combilift Monaghan 25 Monaghan’s Combilift announces 25 
New Jobs As a Result of Growing Inter-
national Demand
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Monaghan%E2%80%99s-Combilift-
announces-25-New-Jobs-As-a-Result-of-
Growing-International-Demand.html

April 
18/04/2011

Apex Fund 
Services

Dublin 50 Apex Fund Services Announces 50 New 
Jobs in Ireland
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Apex-Fund-Services-Announces-50-
New-Jobs-in-Ireland.html

May 
12/05/2011

Rockboro 
Analytics

Cork 50 New Internationally Focused Credit 
Analysis Company Launched in Cork – 
50 new jobs
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/New-Internationally-Focused-Credit-
Analysis-Company-Launched-in-Cork-.
html

June 
02/06/2011

HPSU 310 
– Q1 
HPSU-
Aggre-
gate an-
nounce-
ment

310 new jobs to be created in Govern-
ment-supported start-up companies
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
en/News/PressReleases/2011-Press-
Releases/310-new-jobs-to-be-created-in-
government-supported-start-up-compa-
nies-.html

09/06/2011 Southwestern Cork 150 Minister Bruton Announces 150 new 
jobs in Clonakilty, Co. Cork
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Re-
leases/Minister-Bruton-Announces-150-
new-jobs-in-Clonakilty,-Co-Cork.html

July 
15/07/2011

C&F Green 
Energy

Galway 145 Taoiseach Announces 145 Jobs in Wind 
Turbine Manufacturing in Athenry Co. 
Galway
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Taoiseach-Announces-145-Jobs-in-
Wind-Turbine-Manufacturing-in-Athen-
ry-Co-Galway.html

August 
29/08/2011

SolanoTech Westmeath 25 Software technology company Solano-
Tech creates 25 new jobs
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Software-technology-company-Solan-
oTech-creates-25-new-jobs.html
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Date Company Location Invest Jobs Project Activity
10/08/2011 HPSU 445 

– Q2 
HPSU 
aggre-
gate an-
nounce-
ment 

445 new jobs to be created in Govern-
ment-supported start-up companies
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
en/News/PressReleases/2011-Press-
Releases/445-new-jobs-to-be-created-in-
Government-supported-start-up-compa-
nies.html

September 
02/09/2011

Fort Technolo-
gies

Dublin 10 Fort Technologies creates 10 jobs and 
announces launch of SilverLine cloud 
services
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Fort-Technologies-creates-10-jobs-
and-announces-launch-of-SilverLine-
cloud-services-.html

October 
07/10/2011

Sureskills Dublin 25 Irish Company Sureskills Expands 
Workforce to Support Growing Interna-
tional Business
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Irish-Company-Sureskills-Expands-
Workforce-to-Support-Growing-Interna-
tional-Business.html

24/10/2011 Vistamed Leitrim 79 Minister Bruton Announces 79 New 
Jobs at Carrick-On-Shannon Medical 
Devices Firm
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
News/PressReleases/2011-Press-Releas-
es/Minister-Bruton-Announces-79-New-
Jobs-at-Carrick-On-Shannon-Medical-
Devices-Firm.html

Bord Na Mona Midlands 91 91 new jobs at Bord na Móna in €6m 
investment
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
en/News/PressReleases/2011-Press-
Releases/91-new-jobs-at-Bord-na-
M%C3%B3na-in-%E2%82%AC6m-
investment.html

21/12/2011 HPSU 528 –Q3 
aggre-
gate 
HPSU 
an-
nounce-
ment

528 new jobs to be created in govern-
ment-supported start-up companies – 
Bruton
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
en/News/PressReleases/2011-Press-
Releases/528-new-jobs-to-be-created-in-
Government-supported-start-up-compa-
nies.html

Date Company Location Invest Jobs Project 
Activity

13/01/2012  Eishtec  Waterford 250 Major expansion 
by Eishtec with 
new contract and 
jobs creation.
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Date Company Location Invest Jobs Project 
Activity

23/5/2012 Dawn Meats Waterford €300m 65 Dawn Meats 
announces major 
expansion and 
65 new jobs 
with EI support

25/6/2012 EirGen 
Pharma

Waterford 30 EirGen Pharma 
30 new jobs

16/01/2012 Sysnet 
Global Solu-
tions

Dublin €1.34m 30 SysnetGlobal 
solutions 30 new 
jobs 

10/01/2012 Blueface Dublin €1m 12 Blueface an-
nounces €1m 
R&D Invest-
ment 

12/11/12 Tech Centre 
Spinouts

Dublin 30 12E2&ICMR 
Tech Centre 
Spinouts €3.5m 
capital invest-
ment from the 
state and the 
private sector 

17/05/2012 Copperfasten Galway €500k 37 Copperfasten 
announces 
€500k new 
investment and 
37 new jobs

25/05/2012 Irish Medial 
Devices

Tipperary €3m 40 Irish Medical 
Devices from 
TECHNOPATH 
announces €3m 
investment and 
40 new jobs 

25/6/2012 Danone Baby 
Nutrition

Wexford €14.5m 45 45 new jobs and 
investment of 
€20 m

16/7/2012 Shay Mur-
tagh Precast

Westmeath €3m 41 41 new jobs and 
3m investment

09/10/2012 GenCell 
Biosystems

Limerick €2.7m 20 Established fa-
cility in Raheen 
Limerick

9/10/12 Kerry Group Kildare €100m 800 €100m invest-
ment create 
800 jobs & 400 
construction 
jobs: Global 
Technology and 
Customer Inno-
vation centre
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Date Company Location Invest Jobs Project 
Activity

29/02/12 HPSU 2011 
approvals

HPSU Ap-
provalsClass 
of 20111,600 
new jobs (incl: 
jobs previously 
announced in 
HPSU quarterly 
announcements 
2012) 

26/7/2012 HPSUs 911 911 New jobs 
in HPSUs Class 
of 2012 - 53 
new HPSU’s 
approved in the 
first half of 2012

EU Directives

01/10/2013WRO03500317. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Questions Nos 480, 482 and 523 of 18 September, 2013, when 
Directive 2011/83/EU on consumer rights is to be transposed, and whether a provision will be 
included expressly to prohibit service providers from accepting payment for services offered 
by means of the service provider using cold-calling as a way of advertising and promoting its 
services, until the cooling off period has expired.  [41084/13]

01/10/2013WRO03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is not pos-
sible to include a provision along the lines suggested by the Deputy in the Regulations to be 
enacted to transpose Directive 2011/83/EU.  Article 9(3) of the Directive provides as follows: 
“The Member States shall not prohibit the contracting parties from performing their contractual 
obligations during the withdrawal period. Nevertheless, in the case of off-premises contracts, 
Member States may maintain existing national  legislation prohibiting the trader from collecting 
the payment from the consumer during the given period after the conclusion of the contract.”     

While the Article permits the very small number of Member States that currently prohibit 
payment in off-premises contracts during the cooling-off period to retain these national legisla-
tive provisions, it does not permit Member States who do not already have such provisions to 
introduce them.  As I indicated in my reply to the previous questions on this issue referred to by 
the Deputy, the Directive enhances in a number of other ways the information and cancellation 
rights of consumers who conclude off-premises or distance contracts, including the extension 
of the cooling-off or cancellation period from 7 to 14 days.

Innovation Vouchers Initiative

01/10/2013WRP00200318. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 520 of 18 September 2013, the number of innovation vouchers 
distributed in the last three years in County Galway. [41113/13]

01/10/2013WRP00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the 
Innovation Vouchers initiative, administered by Enterprise Ireland, the number of Vouchers 
approved and distributed in County Galway in the last three year and to date in 2013 is set out 
as follows.
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Year Number Approved
2013 29
2012 59
2011 54
2010 57

 

Patent Legislation

01/10/2013WRP00400319. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he shares 
concerns that the efforts to create a unified European Patent registration and regulatory system, 
while in itself an excellent and logical step, may facilitate patent assertion entities that file pat-
ents in an obstructive and opportunist manner to the detriment of genuine innovation and if he 
will pursue the matter at European level. [41116/13]

01/10/2013WRP00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased 
to note the Deputy’s positive disposition generally towards the introduction of unitary patent 
protection among participating EU Member States and a system of enforcement through the 
setting up of a Unified Patent Court.  This initiative has been a very long time in gestation and 
progress was stalled on so many occasions over the past four decades so it is timely to bring this 
work to finality and make it a reality for the business community.  Concerns around the cost of 
patenting an invention in Europe and protecting that patent from infringement relative to other 
major competitor countries have driven this initiative and it is one of the outstanding objectives 
necessary to complete the single market and allow for growth in innovation by making patent 
protection more accessible and patent enforcement more cost effective.

Since the signing of the Unified Patent Court Agreement in February of this year, work on 
the modalities of the Court is being undertaken by a Preparatory Committee composed of repre-
sentatives of the twenty five signatory States, including Ireland.  One aspect of the Committee’s 
work involves development of a set of standardised rules of Court to apply in all instances of 
the Court regardless of geographic location.  This is pivotal in ensuring that judgements and 
decisions are taken on the basis of standard applicable rules in all instances of the Unified Pat-
ent Court and will be important in trying to rule out the activities of patent assertion entities 
referred to by the Deputy.  Under the Agreement setting up the Unified Patent Court, the central 
Court is to be located in Paris, Munich and London.  In addition, Member States may set up a 
regional Court in which a number of Member States will participate or, certain Member States 
may opt to set up a local instance of the Court in their own jurisdictions.

A draft text of the Rules of the Court is currently the subject of public consultation as well 
as the procedures applicable to all instances of the Court.  The submissions received as part of 
this consultation, which is open until 1 October 2013, will further inform the development of 
the Court Rules.  I understand that a number of companies have made submissions to the Com-
mittee already and I am confident that any concerns raised during this process, including rules 
to prevent the activities of patent assertion entities, will be considered in full by the Committee.

Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRP00600320. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Depart-
ment since this Government took office to date; and if he will list these Bills in tabular form.  
[41597/13]
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01/10/2013WRP00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of 
Regulatory Impact Assessments undertaken by my Department since 2011 are set out as fol-
lows.

RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/
Regulations)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

County Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) 
Bill, 2013

The RIA was undertaken to consider options on how best to 
implement the Government Decision of 17 April 2012 to dis-
solve the County Enterprise Boards and restructure the exist-
ing micro enterprise support structures with a view to creating 
an enhanced national micro enterprise support model to be 
delivered through Local Enterprise Offices.  The RIA conclud-
ed that the proposed Bill is the appropriate way to give legal 
certainty to the Government Decision.  The CEB (Dissolution) 
Bill was published on 31 July, 2013, and the RIA is available 
on my Department’s website.

Microenterprise Loan Fund Bill 2012 This RIA was prepared by my Department in April, 2012.  The 
objective of this legislation is to establish a Microenterprise 
Loan Fund and to provide for Social Finance Foundation to 
manage and control the Microenterprise Loan Fund on behalf 
of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  It empow-
ers the Minister to pay monies provided by the Oireachtas into 
the fund and to accept gifts of moneys for allocation to the 
Fund. The objective of the fund is to provide loans to start-
up, newly established, or growing microenterprises, thereby 
facilitating job creation and retention across the economy in 
allmicroenterprises with commercially viable proposals that 
do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks.
The Microenterprise Loan Fund is not intended to replace any 
current bank.

Credit Guarantee Bill 2012 This RIA was carried out in October, 2011.  The ultimate ob-
jective of this regulatory proposal is to empower the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to establish a targeted 
Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme.The legislation 
will empower the Minister to give a loan guarantee, designate 
a lending institution as a participating lending institution, set 
eligibility criteria for borrowers in such lending institutions, 
set loan conditions, set out requirements in respect of liability 
of the Minister regarding payment ofguarantees, to require 
adequate monitoring arrangements and evaluation, to review 
and revoke the scheme and to assign a contractor to oversee 
the operation of the Scheme.The objective of the Scheme is to 
provide a Government guarantee to the lender of 75 per cent 
on eligible individual loans to viable businesses, which is paid 
to the lender on the unrecovered outstanding balance on a loan 
in the event of an SME defaulting on the loan repayments. 
The purpose of the scheme is to encourage additional lending 
to SMEs, not to substitute for conventional lending. It is not 
a grant, nor is it support for ailing businesses. The Scheme is 
intended to address specific market failures that prevent bank 
lending to some commercially viable businesses by provid-
ing a level of guarantee to banks against losses on qualifying 
loans to job-creating firms. All decision making at the level of 
the individual loan will be fully devolved to the participating 
lenders.

Companies Bill 2012 A RIA was published with the Company Law Review Group’s 
General Scheme of the Companies Consolidation and Reform 
Bill in 2007.  An updated version of that RIA was published on 
my Department’s website following publication of the Compa-
nies Bill 2012.
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RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/
Regulations)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

Friendly Societies and Industrial and 
Provident Societies Bill 2013

A RIA was undertaken to explore the various policy options 
regarding amendments to two codes of legislation, the Friendly 
Societies Acts and the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Acts. The main amendment in the area of friendly societies 
provides for the closure of registration of new societies.  The 
amendments in the area of industrial and provident societ-
ies are aimed at easing the regulatory burden on co-operative 
societies and making examinership, currently available only to 
companies, accessible to co-operative societies.  The RIA was 
published on my Department’s website on publication of the 
Bill in July 2013.

Protection of Employees (Temporary 
Agency Work) Act 2012

The RIA was published in May 2012 and is available on my 
Department’s website.

Competition (Amendment) Bill 2011 The RIA was prepared in conjunction with the preparation of 
the Bill which gives effect to an EU/IMF Programme commit-
ment. The RIA was published on 29 September 2011 online on 
my Department’s website.

Consumer Protection and Competition Bill The RIA was prepared in conjunction with the preparation of 
the Bill. The RIA will be published in conjunction with the 
publication of the Bill. 

Industrial Relations (Amendment) (No. 3) 
Bill 2011

This Bill is to provide for reform of statutory wage setting 
mechanisms (REAs and JLCs).

In respect of legislation currently being prepared by my Department, the following 2 RIAs 
have also been published.

RIA Undertaken (Name of Bill/Act/
Regulations)

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

Workplace Relations Bill A RIA was undertaken to explore the various policy options 
regarding the introduction of legislation to consolidate the 
existing employment and equality dispute resolution and 
compliance and enforcement bodies. The RIA was published 
in July 2012. The General Scheme of the Workplace Rela-
tions Bill outlines proposals which will deliver a root-and-
branch reform of the State’s existing employment rights and 
industrial relations structures.  The current complex structure 
involving five bodies will be replaced with a rationalised 
two-tier system compromising two bodies (the Workplace 
Relations Commission and the Labour Court), supported by a 
single shared-services administration

Employment Permits Bill A RIA was prepared and submitted to Government in April 
2012 on the options for a regulatory proposal to provide for 
more flexibility and targeted instruments in support of the 
economy’s skills needs.An up-dated RIA was published on 
my Department’s website in January 2013 seeking submis-
sions in relation to the proposed legislation.

Civil Registration Legislation

01/10/2013WRP00800321. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
amend the Civil Registration Act 2004 to allow deaths to be registered in the absence of a 
medical certificate of cause of death, or on foot of a coroner’s certificate, to specifically allow 
for deaths of unborn children to be registered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40430/13]
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01/10/2013WRP00900323. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the 
death of an unborn child cannot be registered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40800/13]

01/10/2013WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
321 and 323 together.

The loss of a child in any circumstances is an extremely tragic event for a family and I would 
like to extend my deepest sympathies to those families who have lost children.  The procedures 
governing the registration of deaths are provided for under Part 5 of the Civil Registration Act, 
2004.  When a death occurs it is registered on foot of a certificate of cause of death supplied by 
a registered medical practitioner.  Where a death is referred to a coroner, the death is registered 
by a registrar on foot of a coroner’s certificate.  These are the only circumstances under which 
a death can be registered.  

Section 28 of the Civil Registration Act, 2004 provides for the registration of stillbirths.  
A still born child is defined under the Act as “a child who, at birth, weighs not less than 500 
grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks and shows no sign of life and ‘‘still-
birth’’ shall be construed accordingly”.  Section 28 (7) of the Act provides that, if a coroner as-
certains that a body is that of a stillborn child, he or she shall notify a registrar in the functional 
area of the authority in which the body is located of the stillbirth and shall give to the registrar, 
in as far as he or she can ascertain them, the required particulars in relation to the stillbirth, and 
the registrar shall register the stillbirth in such manner as an tArd-Chlaraitheoir may direct. 

While acknowledging that the loss of an unborn child is very sad for the family concerned 
it would not be practical or feasible to establish and maintain a register of deaths in such cases.  
It is not intended, therefore to amend the Civil Registration Act, 2004 to allow for the registra-
tion of deaths without a medical certificate or a coroners certificate stating the cause of death.

Money Advice and Budgeting Service Staff

01/10/2013WRP01100322. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will make 
a commitment that more staff will be made available to the Money Advice and Budgeting Ser-
vice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40614/13]

01/10/2013WRP01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Money Advice and Budget-
ing Service (MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, assists people who are 
over-indebted and need help and advice in coping with debt problems, in particular those on 
low incomes and people living on social welfare payments.  The Money Advice and Budget-
ing Service is made up of a network of 53 companies which includes 51 local companies and 
2 national companies, MABSNDL and National Traveller MABS.  The number of new clients 
and Helpline callers dealt with by MABS over the last number of years has remained relatively 
steady, the details of which are listed in the table. 

Year Clients Helpline
2009 19,094 24,802
2010 21,653 27,742
2011 22,462 29,629
2012 22,198 24,202

In 2013, the Citizens Information Board has been allocated a budget of approximately €47.5 
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million of which some €19 million has been assigned to MABS.  In 2012 the corresponding 
allocation was €46.8 million and €18.3 million respectively. 

There are 277 money advice staff employed across the MABS network. In 2013, 16 addi-
tional temporary staff  were assigned to MABS for the establishment of the Approved Interme-
diary Service for the purpose of  processing Debt Relief Notices as part of the new  insolvency 
arrangements under Insolvency Service of Ireland.

I am satisfied that MABS will continue to provide a high quality personal service to assist 
people in overcoming their indebtedness and managing their finances and that the additional 
resources assigned will ensure that MABS will play an important role in the new arrangements 
for assisting peoples with debt difficulties.

Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 321.

Question No. 324 withdrawn.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRP01500325. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on carer’s 
allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40391/13]

01/10/2013WRP01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

Youth Guarantee

01/10/2013WRP01700326. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has 
submitted plans to the European Commission for the roll out of the youth guarantee; if she will 
provide copies of these plans; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40394/13]

01/10/2013WRP01800327. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the policy 
documentation she has produced related to the youth guarantee; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40395/13]

01/10/2013WRP01900404. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is possible to 
receive back to education allowance in respect of a level 9 third level course.  [41071/13]

01/10/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
326, 327 and 404 together.

The EU Council recommended that Member States should provide a Youth Guarantee 
which would ensure that all young people under the age of 25 years receive a good quality offer 
of employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within a period of four 
months of becoming unemployed or leaving formal education.  While it is recommended that 
the Youth Guarantee should be implemented as soon as possible, it is recognised that imple-
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mentation will be more gradual in the Member States experiencing the most severe budgetary 
difficulties and higher rates of youth unemployment. 

The Department of Social Protection has set up an interdepartmental Youth Guarantee Im-
plementation Group with officials and programme managers from the Department of Education 
and Skills, Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, and the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs. The terms of reference for this group are to review the current range of youth 
employment policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the 
implementation of the Guarantee. The Department of Social Protection has also requested the 
assistance of the OECD in developing the Youth Guarantee Policy.

 It is intended to produce a concrete plan for the implementation of the Guarantee for con-
sideration by the Government in December before being transmitted to the European Commis-
sion by the end of 2013.  The earliest therefore that any policy documentation will be available 
for publication  is December 2013.

01/10/2013WRP02050Fuel Allowance Eligibility

01/10/2013WRP02100328. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons on 
fuel allowance are in receipt of UK winter fuel payment, if this will be assessed when eligibility 
is being assessed or if questionnaires will issue to all persons in receipt of fuel allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40399/13]

01/10/2013WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  In 2013, my Department will 
spend an estimated €211 million on the fuel allowance scheme, providing some 410,000 cus-
tomers with an additional weekly payment of €20 during the winter.  

The United Kingdom winter fuel payment is an annual lump sum payment made to eligible 
people to help towards their winter heating costs.  It ranges from £100-£300 sterling.  Until 
recently, only a small number of people living in Ireland (just over 7,000 in 2012) were in re-
ceipt of the payment as eligibility had to be shown while living in the UK and before moving 
to Ireland.   Following a recent judgment of the European Court of Justice, eligibility has been 
extended to people living outside the UK who have a “genuine and sufficient link” to the UK 
social security system.  It is expected that more people living in Ireland may become eligible 
for the UK payment.

As the fuel allowance scheme in Ireland is a means tested payment, which is paid on the 
basis that an applicant is unable to provide for his or her own heating needs, the Department 
must take account of the UK payment when determining eligibility.  Those already in receipt of 
fuel allowance will be reassessed as part of the normal review of payments.  I have no plans at 
this time to issue questionnaires to all persons in receipt of fuel allowance.

Illness Benefit Appeals

01/10/2013WRP02300329. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will be made in relation to an illness benefit appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40400/13]

01/10/2013WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an invalidity pension appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 8 August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
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Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

01/10/2013WRP02500330. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue 
on domiciliary allowance to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40404/13]

01/10/2013WRP02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on 14th August 2013.  This 
application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their medical 
opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will issue to the person concerned.  It can cur-
rently take up to 8 weeks to process an application for DCA.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRP02700331. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in determination of an appeal in respect of the back dating of domiciliary care allowance 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40407/13]

01/10/2013WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 29 
April 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 6 September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Appeals Issues

01/10/2013WRP02900332. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will issue on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40409/13]

01/10/2013WRP03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
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entitlements.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRP03100333. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40416/13]

01/10/2013WRP03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  
The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRP03300334. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for 
carer’s allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[40432/13]

01/10/2013WRP03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 23 
April 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 19 August 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Intreo Service

01/10/2013WRP03500335. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of In-
treo offices currently in operation in counties Westmeath and Longford; if further offices will 
open in counties Westmeath and Longford this year; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40448/13]

01/10/2013WRP03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is expected that a total of 43 
offices, including Longford,  will be delivering the full Intreo service by the end of 2013.  The 
Mullingar office in county Westmeath is scheduled for conversion to full Intreo operation dur-
ing the first half of 2014.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRP03700336. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
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garding an appeal against the withdrawal of invalidity pension in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Sligo; if the appeal will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40454/13]

01/10/2013WRP03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 20 
September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRQ00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRQ00200337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
invalidity appeal in respect of a person (details supplied).  [40459/13]

01/10/2013WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 18 September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

If the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet her needs she should contact 
Community Welfare Services regarding her entitlement to supplementary welfare allowance 
pending the determination of her appeal.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions inde-
pendently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRQ00350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRQ00400338. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on the review of further medical evidence on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40462/13]

01/10/2013WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision on 8 
July 2013.  Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed in the light of new evidence or new facts.  As the person 
concerned has submitted additional evidence, the Appeals Officer has agreed to review the case.  
The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been finalised.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation 
to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRQ00550Intreo Services Provision
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01/10/2013WRQ00600339. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide an 
update on the progress being made in establishing intreo services in County Waterford; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40463/13]

01/10/2013WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is expected that a total of 43 of-
fices will be delivering the full Intreo service by the end of 2013 including Waterford city.

01/10/2013WRQ00750Disability Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRQ00800340. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will is-
sue on an application for disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40469/13]

01/10/2013WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 12 
September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRQ00950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRQ01000341. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will is-
sue on an application for a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40470/13]

01/10/2013WRQ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 12 
September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 342 withdrawn.

01/10/2013WRQ01250National Internship Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRQ01300343. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is a 
mechanism whereby a person who is unemployed, but not in receipt of any payment due to a 
partner’s earnings, may access a JobBridge position working with elderly persons as the posi-
tion has been advertised as a JobBridge position for three weeks now without any applicants; 
her views on whether jobs in petrol station forecourts are suitable for JobBridge; the steps being 
taken to ensure that the JobBridge programme is not being abused by some employers; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [40486/13]

01/10/2013WRQ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobBridge provides internship op-
portunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals who are in receipt of a Live claim 
(Jobseekers Allowance/Jobseekers Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/Disability Allowance) 
or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days). Given the large number 
of people on the live register and the requirement to priorities the allocation of scarce exchequer 
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resources the  Department does not allow for any exceptions in relation to the eligibility. 

JobBridge is a voluntary scheme. Jobseekers are free to choose to participate or not,  and to 
choose the type of internship and host organisation for which they wish to apply.  The success 
of the scheme is entirely dependent upon host organisations offering internships and jobseek-
ers making themselves available to take-up internships.  As a voluntary scheme, JobBridge is 
not designed to be elitist or to cater only for the needs of specific types of jobseeker and in this 
respect the wide range of internships available ensures that the needs of people on the Live Reg-
ister who wish to gain work experience and prove their abilities with an employer, including 
people with relatively little in the way of formal skills or experience, are met.  Accordingly, if 
all scheme criteria are met, internships in petrol station forecourts can provide such opportuni-
ties.  

In order to protect the intern and to ensure the integrity of JobBridge, a variety of control 
measures and criteria have been introduced. These ensure that the internship does not displace 
an existing position; that it provides appropriate training and development experience; and that 
appropriate mentoring and support is provided to the intern. In addition to the initial vetting of 
advertisements and the requirement for the host organisation to participate in monthly compli-
ance reporting, the Department conducts site visits to facilitate discussions with both parties to 
the internship.  These monitoring visits comprise a combination of randomised visits/inspec-
tions with host organisations and of the investigation of complaints received from interns or 
concerned individuals.  The Department treats such complaints very seriously.  In this regard, 
over 3,000 monitoring visits have been conducted to-date with encouragingly 98% of these 
visits of a satisfactory nature.  Remedial action is taken in cases of non-compliance.

Any allegations of abuse are investigated by the Department as a matter of priority and, 
where such allegations are substantiated those organisations are disqualified from any future 
participation in JobBridge.  The overwhelming majority of host organisations are abiding by the 
terms and conditions of the JobBridge scheme. Over 9,000 host organisations have commenced 
interns and as at September 2013, only 26 host organisations have been excluded from further 
participation in JobBridge for breaches of the terms and conditions of the Scheme.

  Question No. 344 withdrawn.

01/10/2013WRQ01550Social Welfare Appeals Status

01/10/2013WRQ01600345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question 561 of 18 September 2013, if an oral hearing can be arranged in the case of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40524/13]

01/10/2013WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my response to Parlia-
mentary Questions Ref. No. 37064/13 and 39306/13 for answer on 18 September 2013 and 24 
September 2013 respectively, I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that the posi-
tion in relation to the person concerned as outlined in those replies is unchanged. The person 
concerned was invited, by means of a letter to his home address, to attend an oral hearing on 
two separate occasions and failed to attend on both occasions. The Appeals Officer then decided 
that he would determine the appeal summarily taking account of the documentary evidence 
presented by the person concerned and by the Department and the appeal was disallowed.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.
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01/10/2013WRQ01750Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRQ01800346. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the arrangements put 
in place by her Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifically 
requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details of any 
assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of signs as-
sessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken by her 
Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the reason-
ing for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [40552/13]

01/10/2013WRQ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to 
providing a quality service in both Irish and English and to implementing the requirements 
of the Official Languages Act. To achieve these aims a range of measures have been put in 
place including responding to correspondence in the official language in which it is written and 
publishing certain documents  simultaneously in both official languages. Significant material, 
including forms, leaflets and other documents, are available in both languages on the Depart-
ments website www.welfare.ie. There is a dedicated Official Languages Act site on Stór (the 
Departments Intranet site) which gives guidance on the implementation of the Act. Staff induc-
tion courses include a module on the Official Languages Act and a range of supports are in place 
to equip staff with the necessary skills to deliver a quality customer service in Irish by phone, 
letter or in person.

The Department is committed to achieving the requirements of  the Official Languages Act 
within the designated timeframes set out in legislation. With regard to the implementation of the 
Regulations on signage, a range of measures are in place including:

- There is a clear policy that all new permanent signage erected is to be compliant with the 
Regulations and the Facilities Management Unit of my Department are responsible for ensuring 
that this is implemented. When an office is being transformed into an Intreo Centre (the prin-
cipal public facing offices of the Department) all permanent signage is reviewed and replaced 
with the new corporate identity signage which is bi-lingual;

- Business areas are kept informed of their obligations under the Act and, in advance of 
each of the signage implementation dates, there was an information campaign to remind busi-
ness areas to implement the signage Regulations. Information campaigns have included: office 
notices, notices on Stór, articles in the staff magazine and briefing sessions (including a session 
given by an official from Oifig An Coimisinéir Teanga);

- Guidance material on compliant signage is distributed to all business areas and is also 
available on Stór. A database and templates of common signs have been developed and are 
available on Stór. There is also advice and support available from the Corporate Services Unit 
of the Department;

- In late 2012/early 2013 all Business Areas were requested to carry out a review of all sig-
nage to check whether it was compliant. Arrangements have been put in place to remedy any 
deficiencies recorded.

Social Welfare Benefits Data

01/10/2013WRR00100347. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the mortgage interest 
supplement to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40555/13]
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01/10/2013WRR00200348. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
in tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the supplementary 
welfare allowance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40556/13]

01/10/2013WRR00300349. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the rent supplement to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40557/13]

01/10/2013WRR00400350. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the back to education 
allowance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40558/13]

01/10/2013WRR00500351. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the farm assist to date 
in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40559/13]

01/10/2013WRR00600352. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the back to work enter-
prise to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40560/13]

01/10/2013WRR00700353. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the back to work allow-
ance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40561/13]

01/10/2013WRR00800354. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
in tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the family income 
supplement to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40562/13]

01/10/2013WRR00900355. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the guardian payment 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40563/13]

01/10/2013WRR01000356. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the widow’s, widower’s 
or surviving civil partners non-contributory pension to date in 2013; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40564/13]

01/10/2013WRR01100357. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
in tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the back to school 
clothing and footwear allowance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40565/13]

01/10/2013WRR01200358. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the health and safety 
benefit to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40566/13]

01/10/2013WRR01300359. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the one parent family 
payment to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40567/13]

01/10/2013WRR01400360. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the maternity benefit to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40568/13]

01/10/2013WRR01500361. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
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tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the State pension (non-
contributory) to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40569/13]

01/10/2013WRR01600362. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the State pension (con-
tributory) to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40570/13]

01/10/2013WRR01700363. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the respite care grant to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40571/13]

01/10/2013WRR01800364. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the carer’s benefit to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40572/13]

01/10/2013WRR01900365. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the carer’s allowance to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40573/13]

01/10/2013WRR02000366. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the domiciliary care al-
lowance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40574/13]

01/10/2013WRR02100367. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the disablement benefit 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40575/13]

01/10/2013WRR02200368. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the jobseeker’s benefit 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40576/13]

01/10/2013WRR02300369. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the child benefit to date 
in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40577/13]

01/10/2013WRR02400370. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the disability allowance 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40578/13]

01/10/2013WRR02500371. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the illness benefit to date 
in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40579/13]

01/10/2013WRR02600372. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the invalidity pension 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40580/13]

01/10/2013WRR02700373. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the blind pension to date 
in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40581/13]

01/10/2013WRR02800374. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the injury benefit to date 
in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40582/13]

01/10/2013WRR02900375. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
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tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the household benefits 
allowance to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40583/13]

01/10/2013WRR03000376. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the fuel allowance to 
date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40584/13]

01/10/2013WRR03100377. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the total number of persons in receipt of the free travel allowance 
to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40585/13]

01/10/2013WRR03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
347 to 377, inclusive, together.

With regard to the information requested by the Deputy, a county level breakdown of So-
cial Welfare recipients is collated by my Department annually for inclusion in the Statistical 
Information on Social Welfare Services report which is laid before the Dáil when published and 
copies lodged in the Oireachtas library. Furthermore these reports are available to the public 
at www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Annual-Statistical-Information-Reports.aspx.  However, I enclose 
for the Deputy’s information, in tabular format, the total number of recipients in each of the 
schemes referred as at 31 August 2013.

Number of Social Welfare Recipients at 31 August 2013

Scheme Recipients
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 95,691
State Pension (Contributory) 324,030
One Parent Family Payment 80,823
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
Non-Contributory Pension

1,859

Basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance 27,425
Farm Assist 10,601
Jobseeker’s Benefit 72,694
Maternity Benefit 21,736
Health &Safety Benefit 56
Back to Education Allowance 5,871
Back to Work Allowance 13
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 10,377
Back to School Clothing and Footwear 
Allowance

156,309

Disability Allowance 103,573
Blind Pension 1,415
Carer’s Allowance 56,568
Illness Benefit 61,406
Injury Benefit 783
Invalidity Pension 52,383
Disablement Benefit 14,191
Carer’s Benefit 1,663
Respite Care Grant N/A
Domiciliary Care Allowance (Families) 25,325
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Scheme Recipients
Family Income Supplement 41,391
Child Benefit (Families) 606,608
Guardian’s Payment(Non-Contributory) 425
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 880
Rent Supplement 82,462
Mortgage Interest Supplement 11,271
Free Travel 775,606
Household Benefits: -
Electricity 363,747
Gas 45,114
Telephone 395,421
T.V. Licence 412,396
Fuel Allowance Information regarding the allowance’s re-

cipients is not segregated from the statistics 
of the schemes under which it is paid.

01/10/2013WRS00150Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRS00200378. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under her Department that have not yet been 
commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40605/13]

01/10/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  A number of provisions of the 
Civil Registration Act 2004, together with a number of amendments to the Social Welfare Con-
solidation Act 2005 and the Pensions Act 1990, have still to be commenced.

Details of these provisions and their current status are set out in the tables.

Uncommenced Provisions of Enactments for which the Minister for Social Protection has 
responsibility

Amendments to Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Social Welfare Consolida-
tion Act 2005

 - -

- Paragraph 1 of Schedule 6 
to the SW Consolidation Act 
2005

Amends section 249 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
which relates to disqualifica-
tion for receipt of social wel-
fare payments while absent 
from the State or undergoing 
imprisonment.

Provision being reviewed 
in the light of subsequent 
amendments to the SW 
Consolidation Act and other 
developments in this area.  A 
decision on how best to pro-
ceed will be taken following 
this review. 
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
- Paragraph 2 of Schedule 6 
to the SW Consolidation Act 
2005

Amends various provisions 
of the SW Consolidation Act 
2005 following the introduc-
tion of the divorce legisla-
tion to enable an Increase for 
Qualified Adult to be paid 
to a social welfare recipi-
ent in the case of more than 
one adult in certain circum-
stances.

Following a review of this 
provision it is considered 
that it is not required. This 
provision will be deleted at 
an early opportunity.

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2007

- -

- Section 21(a) Amends section 149 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
in relation to entitlement to 
the Pre-Retirement Allow-
ance where a person had 
previously been in receipt of 
Carer’s Allowance.

The necessity for this pro-
vision is currently being 
examined and a decision on 
how best to proceed will be 
taken following the comple-
tion of this examination.

- Section 27 Amends section 220 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
to enable payment of Child 
Benefit to be split between 
the child’s parents.

This amendment is being 
reviewed in the light of more 
recent developments in this 
area and a decision will 
be taken on its continued 
necessity in the light of this 
review.

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2008

- -

- Section 5 Inserts new section 8A into 
the SW Consolidation Act 
2005 to enable the transfer 
of social welfare pension 
rights to the EU Institutions 
pension schemes.

The necessary administra-
tive arrangements are being 
finalised in consultation with 
the EU Commission and it 
is hoped to commence these 
provisions in the coming 
months.

- Sections 12 to 14 Inserts new Chapter 5A in 
Part 3 of the SW Consolida-
tion Act 2005 and makes 
consequential amendments 
to the provisions of that Act 
to provide for the transfer of 
the Blind Welfare Allowance 
from the HSE to the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.

This provision will be 
commenced as soon as the 
necessary administrative 
arrangements have been 
agreed with the HSE and 
Department of Health.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
- Section 17(5) Makes provision for the 

treatment of outstanding 
claims for Domiciliary Care 
Allowance held by the HSE 
on the transfer of adminis-
trative responsibility for that 
scheme to the Department of 
Social Protection. 

The necessity for this pro-
vision is currently being 
examined and a decision on 
how best to proceed will be 
taken following this review.

Social Welfare (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2010

- -

- Section 3 Inserts new section 296A 
into the SW Consolidation 
Act 2005 and makes con-
sequential amendments to 
the provisions of that Act 
to clarify the rules relating 
to which parent a child will 
normally be regarded as 
residing with for social wel-
fare payment purposes.

This amendment is being 
reviewed in the light of more 
recent developments in this 
area and a decision will 
be taken on its continued 
necessity in the light of this 
review.

- Section 6 Amends section 40 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
to enable claims for Illness 
Benefit to be processed in 
the event of the outbreak of 
a flu pandemic.

This provision will be com-
menced if the need arises.

Social Welfare (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2010 
(contd)

- -

- Section 14 Amends section 220 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
to clarify the rules relating 
to which parent a child will 
normally be regarded as re-
siding with for Child Benefit 
purposes.

This amendment is being 
reviewed in the light of more 
recent developments in this 
area and a decision will 
be taken on its continued 
necessity in the light of this 
review.

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2012

- -

- Section 19 Amends section 290 of the 
SW Consolidation Act 2005 
to extend the household 
budgeting facility for social 
welfare recipients to cover 
the payment of utility bills 
from regulated energy com-
panies.

A contract has recently 
finalised between Airtricity 
and An Post and this provi-
sion will be commenced 
shortly when the necessary 
administrative arrangements 
have been put in place.

Social Welfare Act 2012 - -
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
- Section 15 Inserts new sections 290A 

and 290B and amends sec-
tion 290 of the SW Consoli-
dation Act 2005 in relation 
to the operation of the 
household budgeting facil-
ity for the payment of local 
authority rents by social 
welfare recipients. 

An agreement has recently 
been reached between the 
Department and An Post on 
the operation of this mea-
sure. These provisions will 
be commenced as soon as 
the necessary administrative 
arrangements have been put 
in place.

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2013

- -

- Section 3 Amends various references 
in the SW Consolidation Act 
2005 to training provided by 
FÁS on the dissolution of 
that agency.

This provision will be 
commenced as soon as the 
Establishment Day Order 
for the dissolution of FÁS 
and the establishment of 
SOLAS has been made by 
the Minister for Education 
and Skills.

Amendments to Pensions Act 1990

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Pensions (Amendment) Act 
2002

- -

- Section 3 Inserts new Part X (sections 
91 to 125) into the Pensions 
Act 1990 which provide for 
the establishment of Per-
sonal Retirement Savings 
Accounts (PRSAs).  Part X 
has been commenced with 
the exception of section 122, 
which provides for the re-
placement of buy-out bonds 
with PRSAs. A buy-out-
bond is a pension bond into 
which persons can transfer 
the value of their fund if 
they leave their employ-
ment/ pension scheme. 

Originally, the intention 
was that new buy-out bonds 
would cease when PRSAs 
became available. However, 
it is considered that buy-out 
bonds will be required in the 
short to medium term. The 
situation will be kept under 
review in consultation with 
the Pensions Board.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
- Section 39 Inserts new section 56A into 

the Pensions Act 1990 to 
provide for the consideration 
of index-linked increases in 
the rates payable in Defined 
Benefit pension schemes. 

This provision does not 
require that indexation be 
introduced, only that it be 
examined. The situation will 
be kept under review in con-
sultation with the Pensions 
Board.

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2013

- -

- Sections 22(b), 26, 27, 28, 
29 and 34

 Amends various provisions 
contained in the Pensions 
Act 1990 in relation to the 
governance structures of the 
Pensions Board. 

 It is expected that these pro-
visions will be commenced 
shortly.

Uncommenced provisions of Civil Registration Act 2004

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
- Section 4 and the 
Second Schedule

Repeal various enactments 
dealing with civil registra-
tion matters prior to the 
enactment of the Civil Reg-
istration Act 2004.

This section and the associated 
Schedule are uncommenced in 
so far as they relate to the re-
peal of the Vital Statistics and 
Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Act 1952.  The 
repeal of the 1952 Act is being 
examined in the context of the 
commencement of section 73 
of the Civil Registration Act 
2004 – see section 73 below.

- Sections 13(1)(f) and (g) Provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of 
a register of all decrees of 
divorce and all decrees of 
nullity of marriage.

Commencement of these provi-
sions is not currently being 
proposed for financial and 
operational reasons.

- Part 7 (section 59) Provides for the registration 
of decrees of divorce and de-
crees of nullity of marriage.

Commencement of this Part is 
not currently being proposed 
for financial and operational 
reasons.

- Section 73  Provides for the compilation 
and publication of statistics 
relating to events registered 
under the Act. 

 Commencement of this provi-
sion is being considered in the 
context of the Civil Registra-
tion (Amendment) Bill 2013.  
This would require the repeal 
of the Vital Statistics and 
Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Act 1952.
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01/10/2013WRS00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRS00400379. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40611/13]

01/10/2013WRS00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 18 
July 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRS00550EU Directives

01/10/2013WRS00600380. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the level of com-
pliance with European Union directives within her ministerial areas of responsibility; the current 
fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-compliance 
the State is or may be exposed to; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [40641/13]

01/10/2013WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department is currently in-
volved in issues relating to the transposition of two EU directives; 2010/41/EU on the principle 
of equal treatment between men and women engaged in an activity in a self-employed capacity 
and Article 8 of Directive 2008/94/EC on the protection of employees in the event of the insol-
vency of their employer.  The provisions of the first mentioned require, amongst other things, 
the provision of social protection and maternity benefit to spouses and civil partners who are 
not employees or business partners but who participate in the activities of the self-employed 
worker, performing the same tasks or ancillary tasks.    

The deadline for transposition of the Directive was 5 August 2012.  However, the Directive 
allows, in particular circumstances, for an extension of up to 2 years on the period allowed for 
the implementation of the social insurance provisions.  Ireland secured agreement to allow it to 
avail of this extended period and so the deadline for implementation of this aspect of the Direc-
tive is 5 August 2014.  The required provisions will be legislated for in a future social welfare 
bill so as to meet the extended deadline for implementation.

With regard to Article 8 of Directive 2008/94/EC, as the Deputy may be aware, arising from 
a recent decision of the European Court of Justice in a case involving the Waterford Glass pen-
sion scheme there are issues in relation to how Article 8 of the Directive was transposed into 
Irish law. Following the ruling, the matter has now been referred back to the Irish High Court 
for further hearing. In the meantime, the issues raised by the Court of Justice are being con-
sidered in consultation with other relevant departments and offices with a view to developing 
proposals to deal with the matter.  There are no fines levied or pending at present in relation to 
the transposition of these directives.

01/10/2013WRS00750Departmental Staff Recruitment
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01/10/2013WRS00800381. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the rate of turn-
over of medical assessors employed by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40646/13]

01/10/2013WRS00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy in relation to the rate of turnover of Medical Assessors employed in the Department of 
Social Protection during the period 1 January 2009 up to and inclusive of 30 September 2013 is 
set out in the tabular statement. 

YEAR Number of MA’s 
employed on the 
01/Jan each year 
(including 1 Chief 
Medical Adviser  
& 1 Deputy Chief 
Medical Adviser)

Number of MA’s 
who retired/resigned 
during the year

Number of MA’s 
who commenced 
employment during 
the year

2009 22 2 4
2010 24 2 3
2011 25 1 3
2012 27 9 3
2013 21 4 4

The Department has a process underway to recruit additional Medical Assessors.

01/10/2013WRS00950International Agreements

01/10/2013WRS01000382. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Irish state has a 
bilateral agreement with Jersey and the other Channel Islands regarding social security entitle-
ments and the payments that are subject to this agreement; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40658/13]

01/10/2013WRS01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current bilateral Social Se-
curity Agreement between Ireland and the United Kingdom is in force since 1 October 2007. 
In practice, the agreement applies to relations with the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man as 
these are not covered by the EU Regulations coordinating social security systems.  The main 
purpose of the bilateral agreement is to protect the social welfare rights of people who have 
worked and paid full rate and/or modified social security contributions in Ireland and in the Isle 
of Man and the Channel Islands. The agreement allows people to combine the period of con-
tributions in each place, if necessary, to qualify for a social security payment under either Irish 
law or laws applying in the other areas covered.

The agreement also deals with the social security status of workers who are sent to work 
temporarily from Ireland to the Isle of Man or the Channel Islands and vice versa.  The Irish 
social welfare payments covered by the Agreement are: State pension (contributory), state pen-
sion (transition), widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partners (contributory) pension, guard-
ian’s payment (contributory), bereavement grant, invalidity pension, illness benefit, maternity 
benefit, jobseeker’s benefit, and occupational injuries benefit.

01/10/2013WRS01150Social Welfare Appeals Status
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01/10/2013WRS01200383. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40673/13]

01/10/2013WRS01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 31 
July 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office on 26 August 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRS01350Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRS01400384. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the action she will take 
to ensure that those who have had their rent supplement reduced due to involvement with com-
munity employment, JobBridge or other similar schemes will have them reinstated to the previ-
ous level once these schemes have ended in the case where full employment is not the result.  
[40687/13]

01/10/2013WRS01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not 
have accommodation available to them from any other source. There are currently over 82,500 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013. 
Rent supplement is calculated to ensure that an eligible person, after the payment of rent, has 
an income equal to the rate of supplementary welfare allowance appropriate to his or her family 
circumstances, less a minimum weekly contribution of €30 (€35 for couples) which each recipi-
ent is required to pay from his or her own resources.

The existing rent supplement assessment provides for a gradual withdrawal of payment 
as hours of employment or earnings increase. Those availing of part-time employment and/
or training opportunities can continue to receive rent supplement subject to their satisfying 
the standard means assessment rules. Where a person has additional income in excess of the 
standard weekly rate of supplementary welfare allowance, the first €75 of such additional in-
come together with 25% of any additional income above €75 is disregarded for means assess-
ment purposes. This includes people on community employment, jobbridge and other activa-
tion schemes as well as people in open market employment.  Where an activation programme 
is completed by a rent supplement recipient, the entitlement is revised to reflect any changes in 
financial circumstances subject to all other conditions of the scheme being met.

01/10/2013WRS01550Social Welfare Appeals Status

01/10/2013WRS01600385. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and when a decision 
will issue. [40691/13]

01/10/2013WRS01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 3 October 2013.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office func-
tions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is respon-
sible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRS01750Social Welfare Benefits Issues

01/10/2013WRS01800386. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a person who works on a part-time basis 11 hours from Monday to 
Friday is unable to access social welfare assistance; her plans to reform the system to provide 
social welfare assistance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40718/13]

01/10/2013WRS01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment. The Revised Estimates for my Department 
provide for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.66 billion in 2013.  It is a fundamen-
tal qualifying condition of both schemes that a person must be fully unemployed for 4 in any 
period of 7 consecutive days. Where a person takes up employment the part-time job incentive 
scheme may, subject to scheme criteria, support them in making such a transition to employ-
ment. The scheme allows persons who are long-term unemployed to take up part-time employ-
ment for less than 24 hours per week and receive a weekly income supplement. Participants in 
this scheme are expected to continue to make efforts to find full-time work.

It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more 
traditional work patterns, resulting in an increase in the number of persons employed for less 
than a full week. This is an important policy issue for the Department but any changes to the 
current criteria could have significant cost implications.  The Advisory Group on Tax and So-
cial Welfare, which has already reported to me on a number of important policy areas, is now 
looking at the whole area of atypical work and I look forward to their recommendations on this 
issue later this year.

01/10/2013WRS01950Social Insurance Issues

01/10/2013WRS02000387. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to re-
form the way social insurance contributions are calculated for the State pension in view of the 
unfair averaging system in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40729/13]

01/10/2013WRS02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able asset and it is important, that those who receive it have made a significant contribution to-
wards it during a working life as the State needs to ensure that it can continue to sustain pension 
payments in the future.  The average contributions test is used in calculating pension entitle-
ment and has been in existence since 1961 when contributory pensions were first introduced.  
The system was designed with a view to ensuring that people could qualify for contributory 
pensions from the outset rather than waiting for contributions to build up, and to suit a system 
where social insurance coverage was limited and people could move in and out of coverage as 
a result of the nature of their employment and/or their earnings.

In terms of future reforms it is planned to introduce a ‘total contributions approach’ where 
pension payment made will more closely reflect contributions made over a working life.  This 
approach envisages a total contributions requirement of 30 years contributions for a maximum 
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pension.  In introducing such a system, it is considered appropriate to have regard to the poten-
tial that people now have to accumulate a contribution record of 40-50 years contributions as 
a result of the comprehensive nature of social insurance coverage, the existence of voluntary 
contributions, the homemakers scheme which recognises periods of caring and the facility of 
awarding credited contributions to employee in times of unemployment or illness.  The OECD 
Review of the Irish Pension System which was published in April 2013 also endorsed the move 
to a total rather than an average contributions test to determine entitlement to a State pension.

01/10/2013WRS02150Disability Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRS02200388. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for 
disability allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Car-
low; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40769/13]

01/10/2013WRS02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 29 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 389 withdrawn.

01/10/2013WRS02450Disability Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRS02500390. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal 
for disability allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [40851/13]

01/10/2013WRS02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4 Sep-
tember 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRS02650Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRS02700391. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an in-
validity pension appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40853/13]

01/10/2013WRS02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
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on 13 May 2013 who required further evidence from the Department in order to determine the 
appeal. This evidence was received from the Department on 6 September 2013 and the file has 
been referred back to the Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the 
Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social 
welfare entitlements.

01/10/2013WRS02850State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

01/10/2013WRS02900392. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
change the eligibility for the contributory State pension arising from budget 2012; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [40855/13]

01/10/2013WRS03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able asset and it is important, with increases in the numbers of older people and increased 
longevity, that those who receive it have made a significant contribution towards it during a 
working life, as the State needs to ensure that it can continue to sustain pension payments in 
the future.   People need to participate in the workforce for longer and need to contribute more 
towards their pensions over a working life.  Budget 2012 provided for additional rate bands 
payable for State pension.  These were introduced in September 2012.  These additional pay-
ment rate bands more accurately reflect the social insurance history of a person and ensure that 
those who contribute more during a working life benefit more in retirement than those with 
fewer contributions. 

This measure is part of a package of reform measures to State pension including:

- increase to State pension age, introduced in 2011, which will be implemented in three 
separate stages: in 2014, State pension age will be standardised at 66; increased to 67 in 2021; 
and to 68 in 2028. This will see the abolition of the State pension transition payment from 2014;

- increase in the number of paid contributions required to qualify for a State pension. With 
effect from April 2012, this increased from 260 paid contributions to 520 paid contributions.  

In terms of future reform, it is planned to introduce a ‘total contributions approach’ where 
pension payment made will more closely reflect contributions made over a working life.   This 
will replace the averaging system currently in place.  The Actuarial Review of the Social Insur-
ance Fund, published in September 2012, shows that social insurance offer excellent value for 
money.  Notwithstanding the recent changes over the last number of years, those with lower 
earnings and those with shorter contributions histories will continue to obtain the best value for 
money from the Fund.   

The State pension is the bedrock of the Irish pension system and reforms such as these are 
essential to address the challenges of increasing life expectancy and to ensure its sustainability. 
The recently published OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pension System confirms that 
reforms are necessary if we are to continue to put pension provision on a sustainable footing.  
There are no plans to change the reform measures introduced to State pension including those 
introduced in Budget 2012.

01/10/2013WRS03050Community Employment Schemes Eligibility
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01/10/2013WRS03100393. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) who has completed a JobBridge internship cannot immediately take 
up a place on a community employment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40923/13]

01/10/2013WRS03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On the spectrum of supports for 
the unemployed, Community Employment (CE) would be considered to be for those at more 
serious disadvantage than those capable of availing of a JobBridge internship.  Moving from 
JobBridge (designed for short-term unemployed, job ready persons) to CE (designed for long-
term unemployed, not job ready) is not considered a suitable or valid progression option for 
JobBridge Interns.  The person in question should call into their local DSP Employment Ser-
vices Office/Intreo Office where they will be advised of their eligibility for various programmes 
and initiatives that are available to them.

01/10/2013WRT00150Social Welfare Benefits Issues

01/10/2013WRT00200394. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the social welfare 
payments that are made to persons living overseas; and the reasons for making the payment to 
an overseas resident in the case of each payment. [40969/13]

01/10/2013WRT00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The social security rights of peo-
ple living and working in the EU and EEA are governed by EU regulations 883/2004 which co-
ordinate social security systems and are designed to ensure that people are not disadvantaged 
by moving within the EU to take up work. As a Member State of the European Union, Ireland 
is bound to apply these regulations in accordance with the objective of the EC Treaty regarding 
free movement of persons.

One of the principles of these regulations is that nationals of one EEA State are entitled to 
have their benefit paid in any other EEA State.  These benefits include: jobseeker’s benefit, ill-
ness benefit, occupational injuries benefits, maternity benefit, adoptive benefit, health and safe-
ty benefit, invalidity pension, state pension (transition), state pension (contributory), widow’s 
or widower’s contributory pension, treatment benefit, bereavement grant, guardian’s payment 
(contributory) and carer’s benefit.

Ireland also has a number of bilateral social security agreements with countries outside 
the EU/EEA.  The main purpose of the bilateral agreements on social security is to protect the 
pension rights of persons who have paid social insurance contributions in Ireland and have 
reckonable periods in the other country. Reckonable periods in the other country may be peri-
ods of insurance or of residence depending on the social security system in that country. The 
agreements protect pension rights by allowing reckonable periods in each country to be taken 
into account in either country in determining entitlement to certain benefits where there would 
be no entitlement if national legislation only applied. 

Ireland has bilateral social security agreements with Canada, the Republic of Korea, Aus-
tralia,  the United States of America, New Zealand, Québec, Switzerland (largely superseded 
by EU Regulations), the United Kingdom (covering those parts of the United Kingdom that are 
outside of the European Union),  and Japan.  Payments covered by these agreements include:  
state pension (contributory), state pension, transition), invalidity pension, widow’s/widower’s 
(contributory) pension and guardian’s payment (contributory).

Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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01/10/2013WRT00400395. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41009/13]

01/10/2013WRT00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 07th  
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Labour Activation Projects

01/10/2013WRT00600396. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the JobsPlus scheme.  [41015/13]

01/10/2013WRT00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Pathways to Work sets out the 
Government’s policy on labour market activation to address the employment crisis.  In line with 
these commitments, those long-term on the live register are the focus of interventions across 
Government Departments and agencies.  JobsPlus was launched on 8th July 2013.  This is a 
new simpler incentive that replaced two schemes -Employer Job PRSI Incentive Scheme and 
the Revenue Job Assist Scheme - to encourage employers to recruit and employ persons who 
have been unemployed for long periods.  Subject to meeting the eligibility criteria and creating 
a full-time position, employers will receive a direct cash incentive over two years if the person 
they hire has been unemployed for a prolonged period.  The level of payment is higher where a 
person who has been unemployed for a longer period is recruited and retained.

JobsPlus is designed to be a focused and attractive incentive to employers to employ the 
longer term unemployed.  The initiative is operating on a pilot basis initially and consideration 
to broadening eligibility will not arise until the impact of the initiative has been examined.  Fur-
ther information regarding the scheme can be found at www.jobsplus.ie.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

01/10/2013WRT00800397. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the short term plans that 
are in place to reduce barriers to volunteering for unemployed persons; and if she will consider 
the formation of a national strategy to support volunteering. [41019/13]

01/10/2013WRT00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment. The Revised Estimates for the Department pro-
vide for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.66 billion in 2013.  Legislation provides 
that a person must satisfy the conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking work in 
order to be entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  Any person who fails to 
satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment. 



1 October 2013

255

However, the Department does encourage people to engage in voluntary work within the 
State. Any person who engages in voluntary work may continue to be entitled to Jobseeker’s 
Benefit or Allowance provided that, in engaging in the voluntary work, the customer continues 
to satisfy the statutory conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking work.  Examples 
of voluntary work in which jobseekers may engage include:

- helping the sick, elderly or persons with a disability;

- assisting youth clubs, church groups, sports groups, cultural organisations, local resident 
associations.

The groups involved may be nationally organised groups or local voluntary or community 
groups. The aim of the Voluntary Work Option is twofold, namely – to encourage voluntary 
organisations to involve jobseekers to the greatest extent possible in their existing activities 
by creating new opportunities for voluntary work and to inform jobseekers of their freedom to 
involve themselves in voluntary work and to encourage them to do so. In addition, the exist-
ing Community Employment Scheme, operated by FÁS, offers the opportunity to unemployed 
persons to participate in paid employment in the social economy.

Consideration of a national strategy to support volunteering would be a matter for my col-
league the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government in the first instance.

Employment Rights Issues

01/10/2013WRT01000398. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 284 of 9 July 2013, the progress that has been made on this matter; and 
if employees concerned will be paid by her Department. [41026/13]

01/10/2013WRT01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the insolvency pay-
ments scheme, which operates under the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act, 
1984, which, in turn, derives from EU Council Directive 987/80, is to protect certain outstand-
ing pay-related entitlements due to employees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  
These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice 
due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Employment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pen-
sion contributions.  Various other statutory awards made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal, 
Rights Commissioners, etc., are also covered by the scheme.  Payments under the scheme are 
made from the Social Insurance Fund and the Minister becomes a preferential creditor against 
the assets of an employer in respect of most amounts paid under the scheme.  

Where a person’s former employer was a limited company, the company should be in liqui-
dation or receivership in order for the person to be eligible to claim under the insolvency pay-
ments scheme.  In such circumstances, the liquidator or receiver becomes the relevant officer 
for submitting claims under the scheme as he or she has access to the company records and 
can certify that the amounts claimed are in order.  I am aware that there are some cases where 
employers have ceased trading without engaging in a formal winding-up process.  In some 
such cases, such as the one referred to in Parliamentary Question No. 284 of 9 July 2013, the 
company may have closed owing certain payments or statutory awards to its former employees.

The legislative position with regard to these types of situations continues to be reviewed 
with a view to establishing what, if anything, can be done to progress payments to individuals 
where no liquidator or receiver has been appointed.
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Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/10/2013WRT01200399. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for carer’s allowance now under appeal will be expedited in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow. [41028/13]

01/10/2013WRT01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30 July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these have 
been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions in-
dependently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRT01400400. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for invalidity pension now under appeal will be expedited in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny. [41032/13]

01/10/2013WRT01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 12 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRT01600401. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for in-
validity pension will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[41034/13]

01/10/2013WRT01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Disability Allowance Appeals
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01/10/2013WRT01800402. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal 
for disability allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [41035/13]

01/10/2013WRT01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Unemployment Benefit Issues

01/10/2013WRT02000403. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for such strict 
regulation to avail of unemployment benefits based on a contributions record from another EU 
country in view of having to have at least one week’s insurable work here; and the options there 
are or the assistance available to a family if no insurable work is available. [41040/13]

01/10/2013WRT02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are 
unable to find alternative full-time employment. The Revised Estimates for the Department 
provide for expenditure on the jobseeker’s schemes of €3.66 billion in 2013.  The social secu-
rity rights of workers and their families moving within the EU are dealt with by EU regulations 
on the coordination of social security systems.  These regulations deal with a wide range of 
issues including the jurisdiction in which people should pay social insurance, the aggregation 
of contributions made in other Member States, liability for payment of benefits and in the case 
of pensions, how those benefits are calculated.  The competent Member State for insurance 
and benefits is decided on the basis of a priority list starting with employment and ending with 
residence.   

In relation to jobseeker’s benefit the regulations provide that eligibility for benefit is depen-
dent on the person’s most recent social insurance contributions being made in the competent 
Member State.  Accordingly, a person must make their last contribution here before being eligi-
ble for benefit.  They can, of course, count contributions made in other Member States towards 
qualification once their last contribution has been paid in this jurisdiction.  Any person who is 
involuntarily unemployed and fails to qualify for jobseeker’s benefit may claim jobseeker’s al-
lowance which is subject, inter alia, to a means test and a habitual residence condition.

Question No. 404 answered with Question No. 326.

Farm Assist Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRT02300405. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if expenses 
incurred in complying with REP scheme, agri-environment options scheme and special areas 
of conservation measures are deducted for the purposes of assessing income for farm assist 
as stated on the Citizens Information website; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41078/13]
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01/10/2013WRT02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist scheme is based 
on jobseeker’s allowance.  It was introduced in 1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment 
Assistance’ for low income farmers, without the requirement to be available for and genuinely 
seeking work.  The Revised Estimates for the Department provide for expenditure on the farm 
assist scheme of €99.45m in 2013.   

Payments received under the Rural Environment Protection, Agri-Environment Options and 
Special Area of Conservation schemes are assessed separately from other farm income. With re-
gard to this income the first €2,540 is disregarded, then 50% of the balance and related expenses 
are disregarded - with the subsequent balance being assessed as means.  The purpose of the 
separate assessment of income from these schemes, including the treatment of expenses which 
relate to costs associated with qualifying for and maintaining compliance with the schemes 
such as preparing farm agri-environment plans, fencing, wall building and on-going mainte-
nance, is to encourage environmentally friendly farming practises.  Guidelines for the farm 
assist scheme and guidelines relating to the assessment of income from farming are published 
on my Department’s website: www.welfare.ie.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2013WRT02500406. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an 
invalidity allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tip-
perary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41082/13]

01/10/2013WRT02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 9 Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Of-
ficer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence pre-
sented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

Back to Education Allowance Payments

01/10/2013WRT02700407. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is possible 
to receive back to education allowance in respect of a level 9 third level course. [41083/13]

01/10/2013WRT02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance 
scheme (BTEA) supports persons who have been in receipt of a social protection payment to 
pursue full-time courses of education at second level and courses to higher diploma level in 
any discipline and to a Professional Diploma in Education (level 8 in National Framework 
of Qualifications (NFQ) in third level colleges.  Other postgraduate qualifications including a 
masters qualification (level 9 on the NFQ) are not generally eligible for support from BTEA.  
This requirement can be waved on a limited and exceptional basis where a college grants an 
exemption from the requirement to hold a primary degree (or diploma) and based solely on rel-
evant life experience of the applicant admits that person to a masters course (level 9 on NFQ).  
This is the only instance that BTEA covers a level 9 third level course.  BTEA is not available 
to any person pursuing a doctorate or level 10 course of study.  I have no plans to alter these 
arrangements.
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Departmental Staff Data

01/10/2013WRT02900408. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number 
of personnel in her Department that work on medical assessments; the number of medical as-
sessors currently employed by her Department; the number of these who, in addition to being 
qualified doctors, have attained specialist medical qualifications; if she will list such specialist 
medical qualifications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41100/13]

01/10/2013WRT03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently twenty one 
Medical Assessors, including the Chief Medical Advisor (CMA) and Deputy Chief Medical 
Advisor (DCMA), who conduct medical assessments across the range of my Department’s 
illness related schemes.  Medical Assessors (MA) are fully qualified and experienced practi-
tioners who provide a second opinion to that of the person’s own doctor.  Their assessments 
conform to the ethical conduct and behaviour guidelines of the Irish Medical Council. 

They are required to be on the general register of medical practitioners while holding an 
appointment in the Department and must have at least six years satisfactory experience in the 
practice of medicine since registration before appointment.  While a specialist post-grad qualifi-
cation is not a requirement for appointment as an MA the specialist post-graduate qualifications 
held by the MA team, inclusive of the CMA and DCMA are outline in tabular format below and 
the acronyms are also explained in tabular format.  There are also a number of MAs who have 
done a full 6 month rotation in Psychiatry as part of their GP specialist training.

Following appointment all Medical Assessors receive special training in eligibility assess-
ment and disability evaluation. They have an on-going commitment to continuing medical edu-
cation to ensure that standards are maintained and enhanced. They work in a collegiate way to 
ensure that best practice and professional expertise is shared and applied across all of the cases 
that are reviewed by them.  This includes daily case conference meetings and a medical research 
unit has been established to actively engage in the update of the body of medical knowledge and 
evidence based practice.  Further recruitment of Medical Assessors is underway.

Specialist Post- graduate Qualifications Held by the MA Team

No. of MAs Qualification(s) No. of MAs Qualification(s)
1. D.C.H. ; D. Obst.,  RCPI;  

C.F.P.; MICGP; Fellow 
of the Faculty of 
Occupational Medicine, 
RCPI; FAADEP.

1 FRCSI, FRCSEd, 
Diploma in Medical 
Therapeutics, Diploma 
in Health Management

1 DCP 1 Specialist Training in 
Psychiatry

2 DCP & MRCPI 
Psychiatry

ACRONYMS
D.C.H.= Diploma in Child Health
D.Obst., RCPI = Diploma on Obstetrics, Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
C.F.P. = Certificate in Family Planning
MICGP = Member of the Irish College of General Practice
FAADEP = Fellow of the American Academy of Disability Evaluating Physicians
DCP = Diploma in Clinical Psychiatry
MRCPI = Psychiatry Membership of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, Faculty of 
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Psychiatry
LFOM = Licenced Fellow of Occupational Medicine
FRCSI/FRCSEd – Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland/Edinburgh.

Invalidity Pension Application Numbers

01/10/2013WRT03100409. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of inva-
lidity pension applications made to her Department for each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, and 
to date in 2013; the number of refusals for each of theses years; if she will provide the informa-
tion in tabular readable form. [41101/13]

01/10/2013WRT03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment 
for people who are permanently incapable of work due to illness or injury and who satisfy the 
PRSI contribution conditions.  It is essentially a demand-led scheme and the number of claims 
awarded and disallowed in any year reflects the extent to which the claims received satisfied the 
statutory conditions for receipt of invalidity pension.  The information you require is below in 
tabular form as requested.

INVALIDITY PENSION CLAIMS

Year Received Awarded Disallowed
2010 8774 3445* 3411*
2011 14621 2107# 4697#
2012 11510 6352 11423
2013 6467 6823 6651

A breakdown of Invalidity claims awarded and disallowed is not available from Decem-
ber 2010-June 2011.  A dual payments system was in operation from December 2010 until all 
claims were migrated onto a new computer platform in May 2011.

* Breakdown for period January 2010 - November 2010 inclusive

# Breakdown for period June 2011 - December 2011 inclusive

2013 figures up to 31 August 2013

Question No. 410 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Fraud Data

01/10/2013WRT03400411. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide a table with details relating to jobseeker’s benefit, jobseeker’s allowance, illness benefit, 
disability allowance, carer’s allowance and one parent family payment respectively listing the 
year of the latest fraud and error survey undertaken, the percentage of each sample who were 
found to be in overpayment by the survey, the size of the sample in the survey, the size of 
the associated control saving and the total number of recipients on the scheme the same year. 
[41120/13]
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01/10/2013WRT03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Fraud and error surveys are an 
integral part of the Department’s overall approach to control and tackling social welfare fraud.  
The current rolling schedule of fraud and error surveys of social welfare schemes, as set out in 
the Fraud Initiative, is considered by the Department to be a very important tool for estimating 
the risk and developing policy measures to tackle fraud and error and monitoring their impact.  
The outcomes of surveys are analysed and an appropriate control response is developed.

Fraud and Error Surveys are a snapshot of payments on a scheme at a point in time.  The 
surveys identify areas of risk within schemes and the Department takes steps to address, ame-
liorate and eliminate these risks identified.  The information requested by Deputy in respect of 
fraud and error surveys on various schemes is outlined in the following table:

Scheme Year of 
Survey

No. of 
Cases

Estimated Fraud as 
% of Expenditure on 
Scheme (based on 
F&E surveys)

Recipients at end of 
year of survey

Jobseekers 
Benefit

2011 1,000 1.6% 96,044

Jobseekers 
Allowance

2012 1,000 Survey report being 
finalised

294,442

Illness Benefit 2006 1,000 0.4% 65,774
Disability 
Allowance

2010 1,000 2.1% 101,111

Carer’s 
Allowance

2014 1,000 Scheduled for 2014 56,568 (August 2013)

One Parent 
Family Payment 

2011 1,000 2.7% 90,307

Control savings are not calculated as part of fraud and error surveys.  My Department has 
a comprehensive programme of reviews of customer claims across all social welfare schemes.

Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WRT03600412. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the size of the 
total control saving figure from the most recent year available; the total number of cases that 
were reviewed; and the number of those that were found to involve overpayment. [41121/13]

01/10/2013WRT03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s control work is 
measured in terms of control savings.  Control savings are used as a performance indicator for 
year-on-year activities and are an estimate of the value of the various control activities across 
the schemes in payment.  They refer to future expenditure that would have been incurred but 
for this control work.  Without this control work the social welfare expenditure would over time 
increase by this amount.  Control savings do not include any cases of departmental or clerical 
error.  Control savings do not include any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Depart-
ment of their means or circumstances, which resulted in a change to their rate of payment.  

In 2012 the Department recorded control savings of €669m and carried out over 1 million 
reviews.  In 2012, there were approximately 127,000 overpayments amounting to €97m which 
represented 0.47% of total Departmental expenditure.  Overpayments arising from activity sus-
pected of being fraudulent amounted €41m in 2012.  In this context it is important to note that 
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the 2012 volumes are distorted by approximately 60,000 once-off overpayments totalling €1.2m 
that arose from the payment in error of an additional week’s fuel allowance. Comparable figures 
for year-on-year analysis are 67,000 overpayments amounting to €95.8m. It is also important to 
bear in mind that overpayment amounts recorded in 2012 may have occurred in previous years.

01/10/2013WRU00050Family Income Supplement Applications

01/10/2013WRU00100413. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for family income supple-
ment. [41123/13]

01/10/2013WRU00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings.  The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of FIS and recently applied to have their payment re-
newed.  The renewal application has been processed and payment of FIS has been renewed for 
the person concerned in respect of family of 5 children, at the weekly rate of €341 with effect 
from 3 October 2013.  Payment of FIS will continue to the nominated bank account of the per-
son concerned for 52 weeks from 3 October 2013 to 1 October 2014, provided they remain in 
employment at a minimum level of 38 hours per fortnight.

01/10/2013WRU00250Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRU00300414. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on all regulatory impact statements carried out in respect of Bills in her Department 
since this Government took office; if she will list these Bills in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41600/13]

01/10/2013WRU00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have initiated six Bills since tak-
ing office, all of which have been enacted.  Details of these Acts are set out in the following 
table.

Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) are not ordinarily undertaken in relation to the 
package of measures announced in the annual Budget Day Statements or similar packages of 
measures.  Accordingly, a RIA was not considered necessary in the case of the Social Welfare 
Act 2011 and the Social Welfare Act 2012, both of which enacted social welfare measures an-
nounced in the 2012 and 2013 Budgets, respectively.  A RIA was not considered necessary in 
the case of the social welfare measures contained in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011, 
the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 and the Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013, as these measures either implemented budgetary decisions or made mis-
cellaneous amendments to the social welfare code which were not considered amenable to the 
undertaking of a RIA.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Acts 2011 and 2012 and the Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 also amend the provisions of the Pensions Act 1990.  Part 
4 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 transposed Article 17 of Directive 2003/41/EC 
on the Activities and Supervision of Institutions for Occupational Retirement Provision (IORPS 
Directive) relating to the regulation of occupational pensions.  However, as the types of pension 
scheme envisaged in Article 17 are not operated in Ireland, a RIA was not considered feasible 
in relation to these provisions.  

Part 3 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 amended the Funding Standard applying 
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to defined benefit pension schemes. A RIA undertaken on these amendments has been published 
and is available at http://www.welfare.ie/EN/Policy/Legislation/Regulatory%20Impact%20
Analysis/Documents/riapension.pdf.  Part 4 of the Social Welfare and Pension (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013 implemented the recommendations of the Critical Review of the Pension 
Board.  This review, which involved a public consultation process, was carried out under the 
Public Service Reform plan.  This review is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/
pdf/Report-of-the-Critical-Review-23-April-2013.pdf.

As the provisions contained in the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 to extend the 
list of bodies authorised to solemnise marriages were of a minor nature, an RIA was not consid-
ered necessary in the case of this Act. 

Bills Initiated by Minister for Social Protection since March 2011

Title of Bill Status RIA Undertaken
Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2011

Enacted 29th June 2011 Not considered necessary

Social Welfare Act 2011 Enacted 19th December 
2011

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2012

Enacted 1st May 2012 RIA undertaken on Part 3 of 
Act

Social Welfare Act 2012 Enacted 21st December 
2012

Not considered necessary

Civil Registration (Amend-
ment) Act 2012

Enacted 26th December 
2012

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2013

Enacted 28th June 2013 Not considered necessary

01/10/2013WRU00450Raised Bog Management Plan

01/10/2013WRU00500415. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the criteria used in the selection of bogs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40523/13]

01/10/2013WRU00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In keeping 
with the recommendations of Mr. Justice John Quirke, on 8 March last year Dáil Éireann agreed 
a motion put forward by the technical group to “engage actively with the European Commis-
sion to seek a resolution within the terms of the Habitats Directive, and to prepare and submit 
a National Raised Bog Restoration Plan to the Commission as a matter of urgency”.  Follow-
ing the motion, I immediately secured the agreement of Environment Commissioner Potočnik 
to the development of a National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan.  The plan will set out 
the approach to the future restoration and management of each of the SACs, and may unlock 
some flexibility, within the terms of the Habitats Directive, to address the most difficult of sites, 
where relocation alternatives for turf-cutters may be limited. 

To progress the preparation of the plan, my Department engaged a team of specialists (RPS) 
to provide the scientific basis for raised bog conservation in Ireland.  RPS has been working 
with my Department and the Peatlands Council to prepare a Raised Bog SAC Management 
Plan, a draft of which I hope to make available for consultation before the end of the year.  Fur-
ther information on the work of RPS can be found at www.raisedbogrestoration.ie.
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The draft plan will include a number of case studies to illustrate the scientific approach that 
will be needed for the restoration of all 53 raised bog SACs, as called for in the motion proposed 
in Dáil Éireann in March 2012.  5 sites have been selected for this purpose.  The sites, which 
represent a broad geographic spread of SACs, were identified as a preliminary list to help illus-
trate the approach that could be taken for all SACs in the Raised Bog SAC National Plan.  The 
5 sites have therefore only been selected for a scientific survey.  This list may change depending 
on the practicalities of undertaking the required scientific surveys.  

In order to provide an informed basis for discussions with property owners and stakehold-
ers, a preliminary survey of each of the 5 sites is required.  The surveys will involve site visits to 
verify drainage systems and to take other scientific measurements.  I would like to make it clear 
that this is a scientific survey and that no restoration work is to take place during this survey.  I 
would also like to make it clear that no future restoration work will be carried out on any raised 
bog SAC without full consultation and engagement with stakeholders.  This is set out clearly 
in the documentation which has been produced to guide this process, and which is available to 
the public on www.raisedbogrestoration.ie.  The Raised Bog Conservation Study SEA Scop-
ing Report states: “The development of a National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan was 
recommended by Mr. Justice John Quirke in his report following the 2012 Peatland Forum.  A 
national plan was also called for in a unanimous Dáil vote in 2012.  The purpose of the plan 
is to provide the ability to explore whether there are any other options available for those sites 
where relocation is genuinely not possible.  It also indicates how the 53 SACs are to be restored 
and managed into the future, which will be done in full consultation and partnership with those 
who own the bogs and surrounding land owners.”

For the avoidance of all doubt, what is being conducted at the moment is a scientific sur-
vey.  Comments in the local media from some parties about a risk of flooding arising from this 
simple scientific survey are unfounded.  I am happy to reassure all partners in this process that 
this is a scientific survey and any future actions that might be proposed arising from it will only 
be considered in consultation with the local community and landowners.  I would therefore en-
courage all turf cutting committees, property owners and stakeholders to engage with this very 
preliminary assessment, so that an informed discussion can begin on the future management 
options for each site.

01/10/2013WRU00650Commemorative Events

01/10/2013WRU00700416. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the funding that has been made available to the decades committee in relation to the celebra-
tion of historic events; the procedures for groups to apply for this funding; to whom funding 
has already been allocated and on what basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40461/13]

01/10/2013WRU00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In making 
arrangements for centenary commemorations, priority consideration is being afforded to the 
arrangements for immediate anniversaries with a view to marking them as they arise.  Against 
that backdrop, where possible, a measure of support is being provided to local authorities, col-
leges and community groups for their commemorative initiatives from the existing resources 
of several Departments, agencies and services.  In addition, the National Cultural Institutions 
are funding initiatives by prioritising their funding apportionment.  It has not been possible to 
date to allocate resources that would enable the introduction of a special commemorative fund 
to which groups might apply for assistance with their projects.

I would like to express a profound appreciation of the commemorative programme currently 
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being brought forward by the Lockout 1913 Committee.  I believe the events they have organ-
ised bring attention to many aspects of the economic and social life of the period and illustrate 
a very important element of the developing Irish revolution.  In large part, this programme has 
relied on the enthusiasm and commitment of volunteers.  It is a tremendous exemplar of the 
potential role and capacity of community groups in the coming years.  The same enthusiasm 
is already evident in relation to the imminent centenaries of the Irish Volunteers and the First 
World War.  

The Deputy can be assured that community-based commemorative initiatives will receive 
all possible assistance within the context of ensuring the optimal use of the available resources.

01/10/2013WRU00850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

01/10/2013WRU00900417. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason his Department will continue to pay €1,500 per annum in lieu of relocation to the repre-
sentatives of a deceased person but is refusing to provide 15 tonnes of fuel on the basis that the 
home is vacant; if he will review this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40467/13]

01/10/2013WRU01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Under the 
cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, applicants will enter into a legal agreement with 
me, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  A provision has been included in the legal 
agreement which provides that the agreement is assignable on the death of the applicant by way 
of will or rules on intestacy.  As regards the application I understand is being referred to in the 
Deputy’s Question, I am advised that a letter has been received today by my Department from 
the person who has inherited the bog plot.  The position as set out in the letter, will be consid-
ered by my Department, which will revert to this individual shortly.

01/10/2013WRU01050Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRU01100418. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the ar-
rangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages 
Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institu-
tions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the 
number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and, if not, the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40540/13]

01/10/2013WRU01200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): The Official Languages Act 2003 (Section 9) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 391 of 
2008) were signed on 1 October 2008.  These Regulations relate, inter alia, to the use of Irish 
and English by public bodies on signage.  The Regulations have been coming into effect on a 
phased basis from 1 March 2009 onwards.  Responsibility for monitoring compliance by public 
bodies with the provisions of the legislation rests with An Coimisinéir Teanga under section 21 
of the Official Languages Act.  As part of this monitoring process, I understand that An Coi-
misinéir Teanga is currently undertaking an audit of signage erected by public bodies, including 
signage in some of the buildings occupied by staff of my Department. 

Since my Department is not the anchor tenant for some of these buildings, it should be noted 
that my Department is solely responsible for those offices which are used exclusively by it, as it 
has no control over signage in other parts of those buildings.  Appropriate steps have been taken 
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by my Department to ensure that it is compliant with the signage provisions of the Regulations 
and ongoing compliance checks on signage are conducted by staff of my Department.

01/10/2013WRU01250Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRU01300419. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have 
not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40593/13]

01/10/2013WRU01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy in relation to Acts or specific provisions of Acts under my Depart-
ment that have not yet been commenced is set out in the following table.  

Acts/provisions of Acts not yet commenced Current position
National Cultural Institutions Act 1997:
Section 4(1) insofar as it relates to Section 
25 of the National Monuments Act 1930 
and Section 16 or 65.
Sections 6(1) and 6(2) insofar as they 
relates to the Documents and Pictures 
(Regulation of Export) Act 1945.
Section 20(4) in so far as it relates to 
Marsh’s Library. 
Section 49(1) (a), (b) and (c), (f) and (g),
Section 49(2), Section 49(4), 49(5), 49(14) 
and 49(15). 
Part V, Sections 52 to 59 (inclusive).
Sections 65 and 66

Further consideration required. 

The Documents and Pictures (Regulation of 
Export) Act 1945 remains in place.

Further consideration required.

Further consideration required. 

Further consideration required. 
Currently no plans to commence.

Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000:
Section 36 Commencement of this section of the Act is 

currently under active consideration.
National Monuments (Amendment) Act 
1987:
Section 26, insofar as it relates to section 
21 of the National Monuments Act 1930 
and section 15 of the National Monuments 
(Amendment) Act 1954.

To be addressed in consolidated Monuments 
Bill, currently being drafted by the Office of 
the Attorney General.

01/10/2013WRU01450EU Directives

01/10/2013WRU01500420. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of respon-
sibility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from non-
compliance to which the State is or may be exposed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40629/13]

01/10/2013WRU01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has lead responsibility relating to the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive.  Imple-
mentation responsibilities relating to these Directives also lie with other Government Depart-
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ments and with a wide range of public authorities. 

Ireland has had a number of infringement actions taken against it by the European Com-
mission relating to these Directives and the Court of Justice of the European Union has found 
against Ireland on four occasions due to inadequate implementation and/or transposition.  This 
has necessitated a suite of actions to be taken, in consultation with the European Commission, 
to resolve the cases.  Three of these cases have been successfully resolved.  The remaining case 
(C418/04 regarding the Birds Directive) remains open and outstanding issues relating to the 
planning system, aquaculture licensing and agri-environmental measures for the protection of 
endangered birds are in the process of being resolved.

The Commission has initiated further infringement proceedings against Ireland relating to 
the protection of bog habitat within Special Areas of Conservation and Natural Heritage Areas.  
The imposition of fines and the extent of fines in a particular case is for the Court of Justice to 
decide and will differ depending on the circumstances and the seriousness of the infringement.  
The approach taken by my Department is to avoid fines being imposed through working with 
the Commission, relevant public authorities and stakeholders to put in place the required mea-
sures in a timely manner.  To date, Ireland has not had any fines imposed upon it arising from 
failures in meeting its obligations under the Birds or Habitats Directives.

01/10/2013WRU01650Annals of Inisfallen

01/10/2013WRU01700421. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will ask the University of Oxford, where the original book of the Annals of Inisfallen is kept, 
to have it returned on loan for a period of time to Killarney Town Council so it can be put on 
display; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40730/13]

01/10/2013WRU01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Question No 18 (Ref: PQ 38454/13) of 18 September 2013.

01/10/2013WRU01850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRU01900422. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when pay-
ment of bog compensation will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40852/13]

01/10/2013WRU02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of Year 1 of 15 (2011) and a payment of €1,500 in 
respect of Year 2 of 15 (2012) have been made to this applicant. 

The qualifying criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme are that: 

- The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of conser-
vation – ownership or turbary right;

- The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in 
question on 25 May 2010;

- The turbary on the site must not be exhausted;
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- The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

On a number of occasions, the applicant has been requested to forward information illustrat-
ing her legal interest in the site on which she claims to have been cutting turf, together with a 
map of the plot.  This information and map has not yet been received by my Department.  Once 
this is supplied, my Department will be in a position to process her application further with a 
view to the provision of compensation in respect of this year.

01/10/2013WRU02050Heritage Council Funding

01/10/2013WRU02100423. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his plans 
to ensure that every local authority will have a heritage officer. [41038/13]

01/10/2013WRU02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): It is a mat-
ter for each local authority to decide on whether to employ a Heritage Officer.  Since 1999 the 
Heritage Council, which my Department funds, has supported the employment of Heritage 
Officers in local authorities.  I understand that the Council is currently part-funding Heritage 
Officers in 28 local authorities.

01/10/2013WRU02250Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRU02300424. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out in respect of Bills in his 
Department since this Government took office; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41589/13]

01/10/2013WRU02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The position 
in my Department in relation to Bills and Regulatory Impact Statements (RIAs), as sought by 
the Deputy, is laid out in the following table.

Title Position
Irish Film Board (Amendment) Act 2011 Technical Act - no RIA required. 
Houses of the Oireachtas Commission 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2012

Act involved a more streamlined approach 
to the translation of legislation, with no 
changes to the regulatory framework – no 
RIA required. 

Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012 No significant impacts identified – no RIA 
required. 

Gaeltacht Act 2012 No regulatory issues arose as status quo 
remained in place for Údarás na Gaeltachta 
- no RIA required.

01/10/2013WRU02450Better Energy Homes Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRU02500425. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if persons residing here in receipt of a UK winter fuel payment are eligible for as-
sistance through the better energy warmer homes scheme. [40466/13]
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01/10/2013WRU02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer the Deputy to Parliamentary Question No. 355 of 9 July 2013.  The position remains 
unchanged.

01/10/2013WRU02650Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRU02700426. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the arrangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Of-
ficial Languages Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, 
third level institutions; details of any assessments undertaken by Departmental staff to assess 
requirements; the number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if 
any or all of the actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out 
in legislation, and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40542/13]

01/10/2013WRU02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2013WRU02850Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRU02900427. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his De-
partment that have not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each 
case; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40595/13]

01/10/2013WRU03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In terms of Acts enacted by my Department since commencement of this Government in March 
2011, only one section of an Act has not yet been commenced.  This particular section is Section 
17(2)(f) of the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2012, which deals with the appointment 
of gas emergency officers.  Such officers will have powers to take appropriate measures in order 
to protect persons or property from dangers arising from LPG.  It is intended to commence this 
provision in the near future.

01/10/2013WRU03050EU Directives

01/10/2013WRU03100428. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministe-
rial areas of responsibility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines 
resulting from non-compliance to which the State is or may be exposed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40631/13]

01/10/2013WRU03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
At any given time my Department is engaged in transposing a number of EU Directives.  There 
are currently no cases where fines have been sought or are being paid resulting from non-com-
pliance with EU Directives nor are there any cases which have been referred to the European 
Court of Justice for in this regard.  There is one infringement case in my Department concerning 
transposition of Directive 2009/72/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 July 
2009 concerning common rules for the internal market in electricity and repealing Directive 
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2003/54/EC.  While the European Commission has issued a Reasoned Opinion on this case, the 
Department is in dialogue with the Attorney General’s Office on how best to proceed to ensure 
full compliance with the Directive.

01/10/2013WRU03250National Broadband Plan Implementation

01/10/2013WRU03300429. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide the necessary funding as a matter of urgency for the roll-out of 
the national broadband scheme in County Kerry as the county is poorly serviced and the delay 
is having a negative impact on job creation as it is hindering small firms from starting up and 
existing businesses from expanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40667/13]

01/10/2013WRU03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published last Autumn, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is available 
to all citizens and businesses, including those in County Kerry.  This will be achieved by pro-
viding:

- a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and

- a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  In order to progress the State-led 
investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement 
process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained. 

My Department is engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and antici-
pated investment by the commercial sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver 
high speed broadband services over the coming years.  The results of this mapping exercise 
will inform the precise areas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged 
in the National Broadband Plan.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including 
stakeholder engagement, are ongoing.  The procurement process for the approved intervention 
will be carried out in accordance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it 
will be launched in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring 
that all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all 
citizens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

01/10/2013WRU03450Petroleum and Gas Exploration

01/10/2013WRU03500430. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has received any licensing applications from companies which propose to 
carry out onshore petroleum extraction but do not propose to use the method of hydraulic frac-
turing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40680/13]

01/10/2013WRU03600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): It is current licensing policy that applications for petro-
leum authorisations in respect of onshore areas will not be considered pending the outcome of 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s studies into the use of hydraulic fracturing, which are 



1 October 2013

271

expected in early 2015.  My Department is not in receipt of petroleum authorisation applica-
tions proposing onshore petroleum extraction.

01/10/2013WRU03650Mobile Telephony Services Provision

01/10/2013WRU03700431. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reasons for the continuous decline in the quality of mobile telephone reception in 
a significant number of areas in County Kerry; if he will address this issue as a matter of prior-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40684/13]

01/10/2013WRU03800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of mobile telecommunications networks within Ireland’s competitive market is 
subject to a requirement to secure a wireless telegraphy licence to access the required radio 
spectrum.  The award of such licenses, the imposition of terms and conditions to access that 
spectrum and the associated monitoring of compliance by licensed providers with those terms 
and conditions are matters for the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), 
which is independent in the exercise of its functions.  Issues relating to the quality or consis-
tency of service levels should therefore be brought to the attention of ComReg who will inves-
tigate to ensure service providers are complying with the terms and conditions of their licences.  
I expect that with the continued significant capital investments being made by mobile operators, 
the quality of mobile services will continue to improve across the country.

01/10/2013WRV00150Broadband Services Provision

01/10/2013WRV00200432. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will outline in detail the exact amount of broadband penetration in the south east 
and at what speed, in comparison to the rest of the country; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [40774/13]

01/10/2013WRV00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), has established a website, www.
callcosts.ie, which provides information to the public on the broadband services marketed by 
competing service providers on a county by county basis. ComReg does not publish averages of 
the available broadband speeds on a county or regional basis.  The Economic Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) published a working paper last year, based on the callcosts data, which com-
pared median broadband speeds marketed by county across Ireland. The report concluded that 
the number of broadband plans, download speeds and prices were relatively comparable across 
all counties in Ireland, whilst concluding that there were variations in speed within counties, 
especially in more rural areas of the country. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published last Autumn, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed broadband is avail-
able to all citizens and businesses, including those in the South-East. This will be achieved by 
providing:

-a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and incentivising commer-
cial investment, and 

-a State-led investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
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both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services. In order to progress the State-led 
investment for areas where it is not commercial for the market to invest, a full procurement 
process must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department is 
engaged in a comprehensive mapping exercise of the current and anticipated investment by the 
commercial sector to identify where the market is expected to deliver high speed broadband 
services over the coming years. The results of this mapping exercise will inform the precise ar-
eas that need to be targeted in the State-led investment as envisaged in the National Broadband 
Plan.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations, including stakeholder engagement, are 
ongoing. The procurement process for the approved intervention will be carried out in accor-
dance with EU and Irish procurement rules and it is expected that it will be launched in 2014.  
Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, I am committed to ensuring that 
all parts of Ireland have access to high speed broadband, with a view to ensuring that all citizens 
and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

01/10/2013WRV00350Petroleum and Gas Exploration

01/10/2013WRV00400433. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will discuss the expert advice on offshore oil and gas exploration, development 
and production and their tax and fiscal terms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40797/13]

01/10/2013WRV00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In the context of the conclusion on 9 July 2013 of the Dáil debate on the findings of the Report 
of the former Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Natural Resources and Agricul-
ture on Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration, I stated that I intended seeking independent expert 
advice on the “fitness-for-purpose” of Ireland’s fiscal terms for oil and gas exploration, devel-
opment and production.  On 24 September 2013 my Department issued a request for tenders 
notice on the etenders.gov.ie website seeking tenders for the provision of such expert advice.

The scope of the assignment set for potential tenderers in the request for tenders is as fol-
lows:

“Having regard to the fact that Ireland’s indigenous oil and gas resources belong to the 
people and to the policy goal of maximising the benefits to the State from exploration for and 
extraction of those resources, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
seeks expert advice as to:

(i) The “fitness for purpose” of Ireland’s current fiscal regime for oil and gas exploration, 
development and production having regard to:

-The petroleum prospectivity of the Irish offshore 

-Ireland’s relative attractiveness as a location for mobile international exploration invest-
ment

-The findings of the May 2012 report of the former Joint Oireachtas Committee on Com-
munications, Natural Resources and Agriculture, together with the debate of that report by Dáil 
Éireann

-Other relevant reports
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-Comparative international experience

(ii) Supported by analysis, whether revisions should be made to the fiscal licensing regime, 
in particular having regard to:

-The level at which the terms are set

-The nature of the instruments used

-The tax reliefs available”.

It is anticipated that the successful tenderer will complete its work on this assignment early 
next year.

01/10/2013WRV00550National Broadband Plan Implementation

01/10/2013WRV00600434. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, the fixed wireless access technologies he intends to accept in principle as NGA; the 
nominal maximum service radius that he will attribute to each qualifying FWA technology; the 
contention rates that will apply; and if these contention rates will be hard set and guaranteed in 
the future. [40947/13]

01/10/2013WRV00700435. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, the mobile technologies he intends to accept in principle, as NGA technologies; in 
the case of LTE advanced, the specific elements of the draft 3GPP standard that will be required 
to qualify; the provisioning requirements that will be required in the case of each mobile tech-
nology to qualify as NGA, including the maximum number of residences and businesses to be 
provisioned by a cell sector and the required amount of spectrum to be available per sector per 
provider in each of the relevant spectrum bands.  [40948/13]

01/10/2013WRV00800436. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, and regarding mobile technologies that he might include, the requirements he deems 
necessary to ensure the required quality of service level to users at a fixed locations while serv-
ing other nomadic subscribers in the area of interest as required by the State aid guidelines; 
the nominal data service radius he intends to attribute to each qualifying mobile technology at 
800Mhz, 900Mhz, 1800Mhz and 2100 Mhz; if he plans to carry out coverage modelling in re-
spect of all qualifying mobile cell sectors; the way he intends to verify that mobile coverage; the 
way he intends to ensure that qualifying mobile services remain properly provisioned through 
time. [40949/13]

01/10/2013WRV00900437. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, the VDSL variants that will be accepted as NGA; if they will qualify in principle or 
qualify subject to individual line speed test; if the mapping will include tested eligibility or sub-
mitted coverage or service areas based on radius; and in the case of eligibility if he will outline 
the qualifying line test speed that will be accepted as NGA. [40950/13]

01/10/2013WRV01000438. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national 
broadband plan in the case of service radius, the nominal speed that will be be attributed to 
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each VDSL variant at 100M, 200M, 300M, 400M, 500M, 600M, 700M, 800M, 900M,1000M, 
1100M and 1200M; if those are straight line distances or cable lengths; the factor that will be 
used to convert straight line distance to cable length for the purposes of mapping qualifying 
VDSL areas; and what is the nominal service radius beyond which each VDSL variant will no 
longer be accepted as sufficiently fast. [40951/13]

01/10/2013WRV01100439. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan and in relation to planned VDSL services, if vectoring or bonding are considered as 
qualifying planned investments and the assumptions that will be used regarding speed uplift to 
each VDSL variant, at 100M, 200M, 300M, 400M, 500M, 600M, 700M, 800M, 900M,1000M, 
1100M and 1200M, due to vectoring and separately due to bonding; and the separate assump-
tions that have been made for card level and for system level vectoring. [40952/13]

01/10/2013WRV01200440. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, which fibre to the building and fibre to the kerb technologies will be mapped; and 
what will be the definition of deployment in relation to these technologies; if in-building or 
kerb-to-building cabling will count as additional infrastructure and if unlit deployments will 
qualify for inclusion.  [40953/13]

01/10/2013WRV01300441. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, which fibre to the home technologies will be mapped; if unlit deployments qualify 
for inclusion; the requirements that will be in place regarding wholesale access in respect of 
planned FTTH investments and in view of the fact that a single FTTH infrastructure is more 
likely in rural areas if he will require multi-fibre P2P architectures for eligibility as planned 
investments as recommended by the State aid guidelines. [40954/13]

01/10/2013WRV01400442. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, which cable technologies will be mapped; and the requirements that will be put in 
place in respect of planned investments. [40955/13]

01/10/2013WRV01500443. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access and basic broadband maps being prepared 
for the national broadband plan, which mapping application software is being used; the radio 
wave propagation software that is being used; the source reference of the elevation data being 
used; if the elevation data includes structures and vegetation; and if providers who do not sup-
ply coverage data will have their service areas estimated or excluded from the map. [40956/13]

01/10/2013WRV01600444. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, the action he will take in respect of credible information from a member of the public 
regarding the non-availability or not-spot of an indicated current service at a specific location 
and if he intends to register, retain and publish such information from the public. [40957/13]

01/10/2013WRV01700445. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, if he intends to carry out field tests to verify the map; the methodology that will be 
employed in carrying out field tests; and if there are other means he intends to employ to verify 
the map. [40958/13]

01/10/2013WRV01800446. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan and in relation to the plausibility test for planned investments required by the EU 
state aid guidelines, the business case plausibility criteria that will be used to evaluate planned 
investments; the financial data that will be required from providers to provide assurance that 
the investments will in fact materialise; if a financial bond will be required to provide further 
assurance in that regard; and the way that bond would be calculated.  [40959/13]

01/10/2013WRV01900447. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation accessmap being prepared for the national broad-
band plan, if he will confirm that 19 July 2013 is the final date for completion of planned invest-
ments to qualify for inclusion on the map; and the percentage of area of the planned investment 
that must be completed by 19 July 2013. [40960/13]

01/10/2013WRV02000448. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the next generation access map being prepared for the national broad-
band plan and in relation to the finalised intervention areas, if a grid, similar to the electoral 
division grid used in the national broadband scheme, will be used to delineate the boundaries of 
the identified intervention area; the type of grid to be used in the NBP such as ED, CSO small 
areas square blocks; the block size in the case of a block grid; and the percentage area of NGA 
cover in a grid element below which will trigger inclusion of that element in the intervention.  
[40961/13]

01/10/2013WRV02100449. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to the national broadband plan, if the NBP contractor will be contractu-
ally and financially enabled to step in to extend intervention coverage where planned private 
investments identified in the mapping exercise fail to materialise or are below the forecast qual-
ity in terms of performance or provisioning or are behind schedule; if similar remedies will be 
undertaken in the case of those excluded because of the vagaries of the grid system employed, 
or because of mapping errors; if a contingency fund will be available for this purpose; if he will 
require progress reviews of planned investments; and the intervals at which they will be carried 
out. [40962/13]

01/10/2013WRV02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos 434 to 449, inclusive, together.

The objective of the national mapping exercise under the National Broadband Plan is to 
identify and map current and planned broadband services, both Basic and Next Generation Ac-
cess (NGA). The process for participating in the mapping exercise has been published on my 
Department’s website (www.dcenr.ie/nbpmapping) and notified to all undertakings authorised 
by ComReg. Information has been sought from participating operators in respect of current 
coverage as well as investments planned up to July 2016 and beyond, where appropriate.

Mapping data has been submitted to my Department by a total of 23 operators and the pro-
cess of analysing the data and supporting information is now underway. The mapping data will 
be assessed on a case-by-case basis, having regard to the EU State Aid Guidelines. If a provider 
does not submit coverage data it will not be possible to estimate coverage for that operator. No 
decision has yet been taken as to the format of the finalised map in terms of boundary areas or 
otherwise, nor has any decision been taken with respect to field testing.

Work on the fine detail of classifying the criteria for current and planned Basic and NGA 
coverage for each of the different technology platforms is on-going in my Department. Ac-
cordingly, it is not possible at this stage to address many of the detailed questions raised by the 
Deputy.
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It is my intention to publish the map showing existing and planned Basic and NGA broad-
band coverage early next year, including details of the criteria used, along with the Govern-
ment’s proposals for a State-led intervention to roll out high speed broadband across the coun-
try. This process will enable account to be taken of any new information regarding operators’ 
plans and will also enable account to be taken of any response from members of the public.

The mapping software currently being used for the purpose of reviewing data submitted by 
the participating operators is ArcGIS Desktop. As the project is at an early stage, the full range 
of software has not been selected.  Questions regarding the obligations that might be placed on 
any contractor who might be appointed in connection with the National Broadband Plan are 
premature as the detailed scope of the intervention has not yet been decided.

01/10/2013WRV02250Alternative Energy Projects

01/10/2013WRV02300450. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if, with regard to the growing number of wind farms and proposed wind farms 
throughout the country, he or his officials have had detailed discussions in relation to the pos-
sible consequences of such developments with the Department of Health, in relation to the 
possible impact on public health; with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine on 
the possible impact on the bloodstock industry; or with the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport on any possible impact on the tourism industry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41002/13]

01/10/2013WRV02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Wind farm development in Ireland is subject to the Planning Acts, including the requirements 
for public consultation. In order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy 
targets, while at the same time ensuring that wind energy does not have negative impacts on 
local communities, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
in conjunction with my own Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, is 
undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the existing Wind Energy Planning Guide-
lines examining the manner in which the Guidelines address key issues such as noise (including 
separation distance) and shadow flicker. It is expected that revised guidelines will be published 
for consultation in quarter 1 2014 with a view to the finalisation of the new guidelines by mid-
2014. This will apply to all wind farm development in Ireland.

Ireland’s ability to meet its 2020 targets provides d an opportunity to enter into co-operation 
mechanisms with other EU Member States to contribute to their targets in return for economic 
benefit. In this context, I announced in July that I am putting in place a clear national planning 
policy context for renewable energy export which will guide An Bord Pleanála when consider-
ing any proposals of a significant scale for wind energy export. Any proposed large-scale wind 
farms intending to export must await the putting in place of this Renewable Energy Export 
Policy and Development framework which will be underpinned by a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA). The framework will be prepared over 
the coming year and will provide an opportunity for all stakeholders including local authori-
ties, potential project developers and local communities to be consulted and have an input into 
the national policy for wind export. The process will provide an opportunity to integrate the 
relevant EU Directive requirements (i.e. the SEA and the AA) in the context of developing the 
new national framework. The initial phase of public and stakeholder consultation regarding the 
framework will begin in the next few weeks.

The planning process will take account of any visual disamenity, including any potential im-
pact on areas of public and tourist amenity and will account for aspects such as shadow flicker 
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and noise which would address a number of the areas raised by the Deputy. 

01/10/2013WRW00150Natural Gas Grid

01/10/2013WRW00200451. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the provision of natural gas to the town of Athenry, County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41012/13]

01/10/2013WRW00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory independent body charged with 
the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop and operate a gas dis-
tribution system within the State. In 2006, the CER approved a new network connections policy 
which enabled assessment of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network. In 
order for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be met 
as a prerequisite. The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a 
regional group of towns.  The policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of 
connecting a town or group of towns to the network are recouped through the actual economic 
consumption of gas and the associated tariffs. Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all 
energy consumers.

Under the CER’s policy framework, Bord Gáis Networks, and more recently Gaslink, car-
ried out a comprehensive assessment of towns not already connected to the national gas net-
work. A “New Towns Analysis Phase 1” report was published in 2006. The study included a 
review of the feasibility of connecting towns to the natural gas network in Galway/Mayo and 
the CER made the decision to allow Gaslink to extend the network to eleven of these towns, 
including Athenry. Prior to the roll out of each town, a detailed analysis of the loads within the 
town and the revenues associated with them is carried out. There is also a requirement to secure 
a certain level of customers prior to the development commencing. The gas network has been 
extended to seven of these towns and work is progressing on the development of the network 
to Tuam. Work is ongoing to secure economic loads in the three remaining towns, i.e. Athenry, 
Knock and Balyhaunis, prior to the commencement of construction. To date, the projected loads 
are insufficient to justify commencement of construction.

01/10/2013WRW00350Priory Hall Development

01/10/2013WRW00400452. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will follow up on the commitment given during the Order of Business 
on 19 September that a formal reporting process be put in place to keep all local public rep-
resentatives and the residents’ committee of Priory Hall updated on all developments with the 
various interested parties such as the banks, Dublin City Council and the Department of the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government in relation to resolving the Priory Hall debacle; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40431/13]

01/10/2013WRW00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply given to Question No. 136 of 25 September 2013, which sets out the 
position on this matter.

01/10/2013WRW00550Political Reform
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01/10/2013WRW00600453. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if, as part of his stated approach to political reform, he has considered in-
troducing an electoral recall facility to enable the electorate to remove elected politicians from 
office at times other than at a general election; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40627/13]

01/10/2013WRW00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no proposals to introduce ‘electoral recall’ as part of the Government’s programme 
of political reform.

01/10/2013WRW00750Motor Tax Yield

01/10/2013WRW00800454. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the revenue raised from motor tax in 2012 and the average payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40856/13]

01/10/2013WRW00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Income from motor tax in 2012 was €1.01 billion, excluding income from driving li-
cences, Certificates of Vehicle Roadworthiness and other miscellaneous receipts.  The average 
payment in 2012 varied depending on the category of vehicle. The average payment for private 
vehicles taxed on the basis of CO2 emissions was €263.09, while the average payment for vehi-
cles taxed on the basis of engine capacity was €475.82. For goods vehicles the average payment 
was €446.68.  These categories make up over 91% of the national vehicle fleet – the remainder 
of the fleet consists of categories such as agricultural and haulage tractors, that generally carry 
a single annual rate of tax.

01/10/2013WRW00950Shared Ownership Scheme

01/10/2013WRW01000455. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to help support families who took up shared ownership mortgages but 
can no longer afford the rent portion of the agreement due to changes in their circumstances 
following the economic collapse.  [41079/13]

01/10/2013WRW01100483. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to help support families who took up shared ownership mortgages but 
can no longer afford the rent portion of the agreement due to changes in their circumstances 
following the economic collapse.  [41080/13]

01/10/2013WRW01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 483 together.

The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement announced the standing down of all af-
fordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, in the context of a full 
review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act. That review is available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.environ.ie and the period for public submissions closed on 27 September 
2013.  Earlier this year, I asked the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency to conduct a 
stand-alone review of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the main dif-
ficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures. I have received an interim draft of the 
review from the Agency and I intend to issue a circular letter to local authorities in the coming 
weeks with preliminary recommendations arising from the review.
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A number of issues have been identified that need further detailed financial analysis fully to 
assess the impact on local authority finances of possible mitigating measures. This additional 
work is underway and I expect to make further recommendations in the coming months.

01/10/2013WRW01250Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

01/10/2013WRW01300456. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has decided to cut funding to Dublin City Council for the provision of 
housing adaptation grants for persons with disabilities or other special needs; if he will provide 
a breakdown of the funding that has been provided to Dublin City Council for housing adapta-
tion in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the amount that has been provided for 2013; and if he has carried 
out any assessment of the impact these cuts will have on residents in Dublin city.  [40403/13]

01/10/2013WRW01400475. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if funding is available for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 10 to install a chair 
lift. [40972/13]

01/10/2013WRW01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 456 and 475 together.

On 22 February 2013 I announced capital allocations to local authorities under the suite of 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability amounting to €42.750 million. Through 
active management of my Department’s overall housing budget for 2013, I allocated further 
funding across all local authorities on 19 July bringing the overall funding for these grants to 
€45.607 million.  I am currently reviewing the operation of the suite of Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability with the objective of targeting those in most need and ensuring 
that the maximum numbers of households can benefit from these schemes. I intend to announce 
revised terms and conditions for the grant schemes later this year. Capital allocations to local 
authorities for next year are currently being considered in the context of the Estimates for 2014.

My Department’s involvement with the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and 
People with a Disability relates primarily to the recoupment of a proportion of local authority 
expenditure on the payment of individual grants. The detailed administration of these schemes, 
including the assessment, approval and payment of grants to individual applicants under the 
various grant measures, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority, in this case Dublin 
City Council. Information in relation to the funding allocations to Dublin City Council over the 
period 2010 to date is set out in the following table.   

City/County 
Council 

2010 2011 2012 2013 

Dublin City   €14,125,000 €8,689,330 €9,518,318 €5,512,886 

01/10/2013WRW01550Leader Programmes Applications

01/10/2013WRW01600457. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application by a club (details supplied) in County 
Mayo to Mayo North East Leader and when the approved funds will be paid; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40410/13]

01/10/2013WRW01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development under the LEADER elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
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contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) throughout the country. The LAG for the area referred to in 
the question is Mayo North East LEADER Partnership (MNELP). The LAGs are the principal 
decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are made in the 
context of the local development strategy of the individual groups and in line with Programme’s 
Operating Rules and EU regulations. 

I understand that MNELP received an application from the promoter in question in 2011 
but project approvals were suspended pending the completion of our investigation into gover-
nance issues in the LAG. The LAG contract was reinstated on 18 July 2013 and I understand 
that MNELP has requested updated documentation from the promoter; once this is received the 
assessment process will recommence.

01/10/2013WRW01750Private Rented Accommodation Standards

01/10/2013WRW01800458. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he will introduce housing legislation in relation to private ac-
commodation that will address enhancing accountability of landlords in housing standards and 
waste management; the main issues that will be covered in the Bill; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40418/13]

01/10/2013WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are pre-
scribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, made under section 18 
of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. These Regulations were further amended 
by the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009.  All landlords 
have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these Regulations. 
Responsibility for enforcing the Regulations rests with the relevant local authority, supported 
by a dedicated stream of funding allocated by my Department. 

The primary responsibility for the management of any waste, including costs for removal 
or disposal, lies with the holder of the waste; the holder of the waste is the natural or legal per-
son in possession of the waste or the producer of the waste. The Waste Management Act 1996 
imposes a general duty of care on holders of waste. A person may not hold, transport, recover 
or dispose of waste in a manner that causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution. It is 
the responsibility of the relevant local authority to deal with any instances of illegal disposal of 
waste in their functional area and take the appropriate enforcement action. 

Section 12 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended by section 100 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, requires a landlord of a dwelling to provide receptacles 
suitable for the storage of refuse outside the dwelling, save where the provision of such recep-
tacles is not within the power or control of the landlord in respect of the dwelling concerned 
– this could arise for example where it is a function of a management company to provide such 
a service.  In addition, the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 provide 
that each house must have access to suitable and adequate pest and vermin-proof refuse storage 
facilities.

The purpose of these provisions is to ensure that facilities are available to tenants to enable 
them to store refuse appropriately between collections and not in such a way as to attract pests 
or vermin or become a hazard or eyesore to the general public. However, the presentation of 
refuse for collection, the manner in which it is presented and any charges imposed for collection 
are the responsibility of the tenant, who is the holder of the waste. Any incidents of illegal waste 
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activity should be reported to the relevant local authorities, who have significant enforcement 
powers available to them under the Waste Management Act 1996 including the power to make 
bye-laws regarding the presentation and collection of waste.

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authori-
ties have a strengthened, updated legislative and regulatory framework available to them which 
provides for the issuing of Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are 
in breach of their obligations under the Regulations. Fines for continuing non-compliance with 
the Regulations have also been significantly increased; the maximum fine has increased from 
€3,000 to €5,000 and the fine for each day of a continuing offence has increased from €250 to 
€400.

01/10/2013WRW01950Water Meters Issues

01/10/2013WRW02000459. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the guidelines that have been issued to Irish Water in respect of the depth 
water meters are to be laid to as measured from the finished ground level to the top of the wa-
ter main; if there are different standards in trafficked or non-trafficked areas; in the event that 
thermal insulation is to be used to prevent pipes freezing, the standards that have been set; in 
the event that the standard has been reduced from that set in the existing building standards, 
the building standard that will apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40498/13]

01/10/2013WRW02100476. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will clarify the accessibility features for severely vision-impaired persons 
that were specified in the recent procurement contract for water meters; if this contract is il-
legal as it contravenes the Disability Act 2005 which states that every statutory authority has 
obligations to ensure that the procurement of any equipment or services intended for use by the 
general public must be accessible, or at the very least, consultations and a subsequent report 
into matters of accessibility must be concluded to show the reason such accessibility is being 
denied and the action he will take regarding same. [40989/13]

01/10/2013WRW02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose taking Questions Nos. 459 and 476 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment for the introduction of water charg-
es based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on 
usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Water Services Act 
2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary within the Bord 
Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the wa-
ter metering programme. It is a matter for Irish Water to comply with all national and European 
legislation in the discharge of its functions.

Part G of the Building Regulations Technical Guidance Documents provides that the under-
ground service pipe from the external meter/stopcock to the dwelling has a minimum cover of 
600mm. The boundary boxes that will be installed will have ‘frost plugs’ to provide insulation 
from surface freezing conditions.

01/10/2013WRW02250Wastewater Treatment Issues

01/10/2013WRW02300460. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government in the cases where pumping stations for wastewater are featured as part of 
a planning permission within housing estates, the new measures that will apply from January 
2014 between Irish Water and the relevant local authority when those estates are being taken in 
charge; in respect of the pumping stations, if there are cross agency and-or authority working 
groups dealing with such technical issues; if he will outline those groups and their remit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [40499/13]

01/10/2013WRW02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Sector Reform Implementation Strategy, which is published on my Depart-
ment’s website, is focused on ensuring that appropriate policy and legal frameworks are put in 
place for Irish Water and the water sector.  In the context of broader water governance issues, 
work is currently underway to identify and clarify boundary issues between functions which 
will transfer to Irish Water and those remaining with local authorities. In this regard, a sub-
group comprising representatives from my Department, the Water Services Transition Office 
and Irish Water has been established to examine issues arising in relation to developer provided 
water services infrastructure and it will make recommendations on the matter.  In addition, a 
Development Management System sub-group was established to provide clarity in relation 
to the two-way interaction between Irish Water and Planning Authorities in the context of the 
development management system. My Department, Irish Water and the Transition Office were 
represented on that group.

01/10/2013WRW02450Water Supply

01/10/2013WRW02500461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if it is intended to launch the first fix free policy in respect of water leaks de-
tected on the homeowner side of the main; the budget that has been earmarked for the scheme; 
the way it is intended to work; the persons who will carry out the work; the arrangements that 
are in place for those who are currently being served with notices in respect of such notices in 
advance of the new policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40500/13]

01/10/2013WRW02600462. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the fact that Irish Water is due to assume responsibility for group 
schemes that have already been taken in council charge or are due to be taken in charge by De-
cember 2013, the arrangements that will apply to those not yet in charge by that date; if social 
and environmental considerations will apply to the remit of Irish Water in such matters; if the 
timescale is realistic in view of the fact that some scheme trustees are deceased; where there 
are bonds, the time line for calling those bonds in if deemed appropriate; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40501/13]

01/10/2013WRW02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose taking Questions Nos. 461 and 462 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment to the introduction of water charges 
based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on us-
age is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters should 
be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Water Services Act 2013 
provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis 
Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake this meter-
ing programme.  As part of the metering programme, my Department, in conjunction with Irish 
Water, is currently working on a proposal regarding customer-side leakage; implementation 
arrangements have yet to be worked out with Irish Water and are not yet available.
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Arrangements for the group water sector will be addressed in the Water Services (No. 2) 
Bill 2013 which is currently being drafted by the Office of the Attorney General. My Depart-
ment will remain responsible for the overall policy and funding of the non-public water sector, 
including the group water sector and the local authorities will continue to be responsible for 
the supervision of the sector. Over the past decade, substantial improvements have been made 
in the group water sector, reflected in improved infrastructure and management and leading 
to greater compliance with drinking water standards. This has been accomplished through a 
partnership approach between my Department, the local authorities and the group water sec-
tor itself, with the important involvement of the National Federation of Group Water Schemes. 
This co-operative approach will be maintained as the reform of water services provision is 
progressed.

01/10/2013WRW02750Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRW02800463. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the arrangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with 
the Official Languages Act 2003, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, 
schools, third-level institutions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff 
to assess requirements; the number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put 
in place; if any or all of the actions taken by his Department were within the designated time-
frames set out in legislation; if not, the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [40545/13]

01/10/2013WRW02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since the introduction of the Official Languages Act in 2003 my Department has carried 
out internal audits of the signage on its premises to ensure compliance with the legislation, in 
particular the requirement that all new signs erected since 1 March 2009 are bilingual. The most 
recent audit was carried out last month. My Department’s offices in the Custom House were 
audited by the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga for Irish language signage compliance on 18 
September; the Department’s Wexford offices are due to be audited 2 October. My Department 
will implement any recommendations made by the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga arising 
from these audits.

01/10/2013WRW02950Local Authority Housing Issues

01/10/2013WRW03000464. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding funding in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40590/13]

01/10/2013WRW03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department understands the family in this case are 
tenants of Kerry County Council and that the Council is liaising with them with the objective 
of sourcing an alternative property to meet their particular accommodation needs.  This year 
my Department is providing €400,000 to Kerry County Council for the construction of single 
instance dwellings for families on the housing waiting list. In July, a further €943,000 was al-
located for the purchase of built properties. The Council may also acquire properties under 
the Rental Accommodation Scheme or the Social Housing Leasing Initiative in order to meet 
urgent housing need.  It is a matter for Kerry County Council to determine how best to meet 
the particular needs of this family having regard to various housing supply options available 
locally.
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01/10/2013WRW03150Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRW03200465. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his 
Department that have not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in 
each case; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40598/13]

01/10/2013WRW03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is not readily available in my Department and its compilation 
would involve a disproportionate amount of time and effort. I refer to the website of the Irish 
Statute Book, www.irishstatutebook.ie.  The “Acts of the Oireachtas” page provides access to 
each Act. Once a particular Act is selected, details of the commencement status of each section 
of the Act are accessible by selecting the “Legislative Directory Entry” link.

01/10/2013WRW03350EU Directives

01/10/2013WRW03400466. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministe-
rial areas of responsibility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines 
resulting from present non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40634/13]

01/10/2013WRW03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Within my direct areas of responsibility, there are currently nine infringement cases in-
stituted against Ireland by the European Commission in respect of European Union directives, 
which represents a significant improvement upon the situation when I assumed office in March 
2011.  There are currently no outstanding fines resulting from non-compliance. The quantum 
of fines to be imposed in any infringement case is determined by the Court of Justice of the 
European Union if and when the matter is brought to Court, so it is not possible to estimate in 
advance potential fines. In any event, my Department is actively seeking to resolve all the out-
standing infringement cases before they reach the stage where fines could be imposed.

01/10/2013WRW03550Commercial Rates Issues

01/10/2013WRW03600467. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will introduce new legislation to prevent councils from hiking up rates 
that are increasingly shutting down small businesses and putting families out of work (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40661/13]

01/10/2013WRW03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The levying and 
collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  The annual rate on valuation 
(ARV), which is applied to the valuation for each property determined by the Valuation Office 
to obtain the amount payable in rates, is decided by the elected members of each local authority 
in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function.

I am acutely aware of the pressures on small and medium - sized businesses at the present 
time. Local authorities have been asked by my Department to exercise restraint or, where pos-
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sible, to reduce commercial rates and local charges for 2013. Local authorities have responded 
well to such requests in recent years and in 2013, 87 out of the 88 rating authorities have either 
reduced their ARV or kept it the same as in 2012.  I will continue to keep the approach to rates 
by local authorities under active review, and am determined that every avenue will be pursued 
to optimise efficiency and contain costs in the local government sector.   

The Commissioner of Valuation is conducting a programme of revaluation of all commer-
cial and industrial properties throughout the State on a county by county basis. The purpose of 
the revaluation process is to provide for more consistent and up-to-date valuations for rating 
purposes and to assist in providing a more equitable distribution of valuations across those li-
able to pay rates.  The Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012, published by my colleague 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform who has responsibility for valuation matters, 
proposes to amend existing valuation legislation in a number of areas by facilitating the adop-
tion of new approaches to valuation, including self-assessment and external service delivery 
options, through the outsourcing of elements of the valuation function, where appropriate.

01/10/2013WRW03750Litter Pollution Issues

01/10/2013WRW03800468. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has examined the possibility of introducing a levy on graffiti spray cans 
and the amount a levy of 20c and 50c on a can would raise. [40668/13]

01/10/2013WRW03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Litter Pollution Acts 1997 – 2009, provide significant powers to local authorities to 
deal with the defacement of structures by writing or other marks. In addition to the legislative 
provisions for penalties for committing graffiti related offences under section 19 of the Act and 
in order to provide support to local communities, my Department has provided funding for the 
‘Anti-Litter & Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme’ whereby local authorities are invited to 
submit proposed eligible projects to combat graffiti in their functional areas. It is open to local 
community groups to approach the local authority for assistance with funding for anti-graffiti 
projects. 

The Department of Justice & Equality also has a role in the control of graffiti through the 
Criminal Damage Act, 1991, which provides for the offences of damaging or defacing property.  
The introduction of a levy on the purchase of spray paint to limit the availability of the product 
or discourage its inappropriate purchase could have an unfair impact on consumers who use 
the product for legally permitted purposes. Moreover, the administrative and regulatory burden 
arising from the introduction of such a levy – for the public sector, industry and consumers – 
might well be disproportionate to any potential gains. 

My Department does not collect information in relation to the volume of sales of spray paint 
cans. I am not in a position therefore to estimate the potential revenue generated through the 
imposition of a levy although it would, of course, also depend on the extent to which any levy 
would be expected to affect consumer behaviour.

01/10/2013WRW03950Litter Pollution Issues

01/10/2013WRW04000469. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has examined the possibility of introducing a levy on packets of chewing 
gum and the amount a levy of 5c, 10c and 20c on a packet would raise. [40669/13]
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01/10/2013WRW04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has examined the possibility of a levy on packets of chewing gum.  How-
ever, the examination concluded that such a levy would not directly address the root cause of 
the associated litter problem, which is the incorrect disposal of chewing gum.  Rather than al-
lowing for the punishment of the minority of consumers who do not dispose of their gum prop-
erly, the introduction of a levy would have an unfair impact on the majority who do. Moreover, 
the administrative and regulatory burden arising from the introduction of such a levy – for the 
public sector, industry and consumers – might well be disproportionate to any potential gains. 

My Department does not collect information in relation to the volume of sales of chewing 
gum. I am not in a position therefore to estimate the potential revenue generated through the 
imposition of a levy although it would, of course, also depend on the extent to which any levy 
would be expected to affect consumer behaviour.

In 2011, I renewed an existing negotiated agreement between my Department and the Chew-
ing Gum Industry for a three year period until 2014. The agreement aims to build on the suc-
cess of public awareness campaigns and education programmes to date and represents a €9.6 
million commitment by the industry over the period. The renewed programme contains several 
important new elements along with a billboard and in-store advertising campaign aimed at re-
invigorating and enhancing previous campaigns including:

 - responsible gum disposal messaging on all television advertising in Ireland,

 - responsible gum disposal messaging on chewing gum packaging, and

 - new online and educational programmes targeted at younger consumers.

I am confident that the agreement, coupled with the substantial increase in funding, rep-
resents a genuine commitment by industry to finding a solution to improper gum disposal. In 
particular, the 2012 Gum Litter Taskforce campaign proved successful with monitoring results 
indicating an improvement in gum litter levels in participating local authorities.

01/10/2013WRX00150Leader Programmes Funding

01/10/2013WRX00200470. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding Leader funding (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40681/13]

01/10/2013WRX00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department continues to monitor the situation with regard to the allocation and 
drawdown of funding under the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 
2007-2013 (RDP). I advised all Local Development Companies (LDCs), including Longford 
Community Resources, of their revised Programme allocations in May 2013 and LDCs were 
given until 31 August to allocate any remaining available funding to ensure that all funding is 
allocated before the end of 2013. 

Currently there is approximately €20.6m in potential commitments for eligibility assess-
ment with my Department and I envisage that this process will be complete by the end of 
October 2013.  Following this, all LDCs, including Longford Community Resources will be in-
formed if there is any availability of unallocated funds with a view to reaching full programme 
commitment by the end of 2013.  I understand that the project in question is under consideration 
by Longford Community Resources and as the LDC is the principal decision maker in relation 
to project funding, it will be the responsibility of the LDC to determine what projects will be 
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allocated funding should additional funding become available from the above process.

01/10/2013WRX00350Traveller Accommodation

01/10/2013WRX00400471. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding progress in fulfilling the request of the Oireachtas environ-
ment committee that he ask all local authorities to provide detailed explanations of the reason 
they have not drawn down their allocations for Traveller housing and to request all local au-
thorities to inform him of the measures they have taken to provide housing for members of the 
Traveller community in their areas.  [40694/13]

01/10/2013WRX00500472. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, as per the environment committee’s recommendation in May, he has agreed to 
introduce regulations requiring local authorities in future to give a detailed explanation of the 
reason they have not spent/drawn down moneys allocated to them by his Department; the steps 
they have taken to provide housing to members of the Traveller community; the way and why 
these steps have failed; the plans they have to correct same and provide the housing required; 
and the time-frame within which they intend to provide this housing.  [40695/13]

01/10/2013WRX00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 471 and 472 together.

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, statutory responsi-
bility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adop-
tion and implementation of multi-annual Traveller accommodation programmes, designed to 
meet the accommodation needs of Travellers, rests with individual housing authorities. My 
Department’s role is to ensure that there is an adequate legislative and financial system in place 
to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation.

Accommodation for Travellers is provided across a range of options including standard 
local authority housing which is financed from my Department’s Social Housing Investment 
Programme (SHIP), Traveller-specific accommodation such as group housing and halting site 
bays and funded by means of 100% capital grant, private housing assisted by local authority or 
voluntary housing bodies, private rented accommodation and through their own resources. It is 
open to Travellers to opt for any form of accommodation, including Traveller-specific accom-
modation, and local authority programmes are intended to reflect these preferences.

Local Authorities are statutorily required to prepare and adopt multi-annual Traveller Ac-
commodation Programmes for their areas. The current round of Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes for the period 2009 - 2013 are due to be completed in December and authorities are 
currently making arrangements for the next round of programmes which will run from 2014 to 
2018. Since the adoption of the third round of programmes in 2009, it is estimated that over 450 
units of Traveller-specific accommodation had been provided by end 2012, supported by the 
provision of approximately €50 million in capital funding from my Department. My Depart-
ment also provides funding for accommodation related supports which operate in tandem with 
the capital programme. In total, over €7 million is being provided for Traveller accommodation 
purposes this year.

My Department closely monitors progress by housing authorities in relation to the imple-
mentation of their annual work programmes for the supply and improvement of social housing 
funded under SHIP, including Traveller accommodation. Capital allocations issue annually to 
housing authorities for each of the principal measures under SHIP, including Traveller accom-
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modation. Housing authorities are required to submit quarterly profiles of expenditure under 
each of these measures. Expenditure is being closely monitored against the projected spend 
figures and the matter is also the subject of discussions between my Department and the au-
thorities at meetings to review housing work programmes. 

Local authorities are required to produce annual progress reports which measure the pro-
vision of Traveller accommodation in a given year against the target figure contained in their 
Traveller Accommodation Programme. As part of this process, housing authorities are requested 
to provide an explanation for any variations between targets and outputs. Local authorities cite 
various reasons for failing to meet targets and these include Traveller families refusing offers 
of accommodation, families only willing to live in certain areas where housing availability may 
be an issue, difficulties in obtaining Traveller agreement locally, planning and legal problems, 
difficulties in obtaining site access and anti-social behavior by Traveller families which can 
delay development of projects. This information is circulated to, and discussed by, the statutory 
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee at its meetings during the year and 
which advises me on a range of issues in relation to Traveller accommodation.

My Department monitors progress and expenditure on an ongoing basis. In the last two 
weeks, letters issued to all local authorities requesting them to furnish details of their projected 
expenditure on approved projects to end 2013. This information will allow the timely review 
and adjustment of budgets and any necessary reallocation of funding between local authorities.  
Having regard to the robust monitoring procedures already in place, I have no proposals to 
introduce further regulations in relation to the drawdown of allocations by local authorities in 
respect of their Traveller accommodation programmes.

01/10/2013WRX00650Leader Programmes Funding

01/10/2013WRX00700473. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will expedite an application for a project (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40710/13]

01/10/2013WRX00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the context of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP), 
projects that request funding of €150,000 or more require final approval from my Department 
after Local Development Company (LDC) Board approval. The assessment of these higher 
value projects usually involves detailed consultations between my Department and the relevant 
LDC.  In the context of the project referred to in the question, the request for approval was re-
ceived on 31July 2013 and is currently under assessment.

01/10/2013WRX00850Security of the Elderly

01/10/2013WRX00900474. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the funding available for community groups to 
assist older persons to continue to live securely in their homes; if he will consider permitting 
such funding to be used for cameras and CCTV systems; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40848/13]

01/10/2013WRX01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme aims to encourage community support for vulnerable older 
people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to 
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live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. The Scheme is 
administered by local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.  
The funding allocated for Seniors Alert in 2013 is €2.35m. In the year to date, approx. €1.9 mil-
lion has been grant-aided to 8,439 beneficiaries. 

The maximum grants for equipment are as follows:

- Monitored personal alarms (with pendant) - €250

- Additional pendant/Re-installation - €50   

The Scheme does not provide funding for costs associated with cameras and CCTV systems 
for home security and I have no plans to extend its scope to include such equipment.

  Question No. 475 answered with Question No. 456.

  Question No. 476 answered with Question No. 459.

01/10/2013WRX01250Local Authority Staff Numbers

01/10/2013WRX01300477. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the full time equivalent head count and gross payroll bill for each local authority 
in the State for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40992/13]

01/10/2013WRX01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The number of persons employed in each local authority at the end of December 2012, on 
a whole-time equivalent (WTE) basis, is outlined in the following table.

Local Authority December 2012 (WTE) 
Cork City 1272.42 
Dublin City 5772.70 
Galway City 435.33 
Limerick City 443.54 
Waterford City 344.18 
Carlow 276.09 
Cavan 380.90 
Clare 750.98 
Cork County 2088.19 
Donegal 911.00 
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown (DLR) 1028.30 
Fingal 1330.70 
Galway 770.28 
Kerry 1119.56 
Kildare 843.62 
Kilkenny 507.46 
Laois 342.70 
Leitrim 266.15 
Limerick 619.33 
Longford 289.75 
Louth 652.51 
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Local Authority December 2012 (WTE) 
Mayo 1000.53 
Meath 623.58 
Monaghan 385.05 
Offaly 388.60 
Roscommon 434.80 
Sligo 453.98 
South Dublin 1176.47 
Tipperary North 450.36 
Tipperary South 606.31 
Waterford 447.06 
Westmeath 447.26 
Wexford 723.60 
Wicklow 716.65 
Total Staffing 28299.94 

The Gross Cash Remuneration (comprising Core Pay, Overtime, Allowances and Other 
costs) in each city and county council in 2012 is outlined in the following table.   

Local Authority Gross Cash Remuneration 
Cork City €63,685,051.90 
Dublin City €262,418,426.00 
Galway City €18,518,304.92 
Limerick City €18,967,542.30 
Waterford City €17,029,850.00 
Carlow €14,486,274.24 
Cavan €21,176,919.39 
Clare €33,591,155.00 
Cork €111,335,876.49 
Donegal €43,614,668.56 
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown €50,427,706.00 
Fingal €55,696,841.00 
Galway €43,293,186.62 
Kerry €49,968,661.00 
Kildare €38,332,666.91 
Kilkenny €27,176,351.16 
Laois €18,718,285.32 
Leitrim €13,267,668.54 
Limerick €29,143,742.51 
Longford €15,621,548.40 
Louth €27,290,584.65 
Mayo €42,149,964.08 
Meath €33,886,801.00 
Monaghan €17,879,958.55 
Offaly €20,960,408.57 
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Local Authority Gross Cash Remuneration 
Roscommon €22,325,049.44 
Sligo €21,567,383.53 
South Dublin €53,926,762.57 
North Tipperary €22,015,672.00 
South Tipperary €28,850,350.00 
Waterford €23,634,733.00 
Westmeath €22,590,540.93 
Wexford €36,859,325.45 
Wicklow €33,577,852.48 
Overall Total €1,353,986,112.51 

01/10/2013WRX01450Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

01/10/2013WRX01500478. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he will publish the new housing needs assessment guidelines; if he will be 
making allowances for marital breakdowns in situations where neither party is in a position to 
buy the other out therefore both names must remain on the deeds. [40996/13]

01/10/2013WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the programme for social housing reform I am 
keeping the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 under review. I expect as part of this 
process to issue revised Regulations and further guidance to housing authorities on this area.  
These will be informed by, amongst other things, areas highlighted for revision as a result of 
the summary of assessments 2013, the results of which I hope to publish shortly, revisions to 
the assessment process required as a result of the introduction of the new Housing Assistance 
Payment and general feedback from housing authorities. As indicated previously, consideration 
will also be given to what wider discretion might be given to housing authorities to address the 
individually difficult and complex cases which may present to them.

01/10/2013WRX01650Water Charges Administration

01/10/2013WRX01700479. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if payment of the proposed water rates will be subject to the same methods of 
payment as the local property tax. [40999/13]

01/10/2013WRX01800480. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if Irish Water will have the power to deduct payment of water rates from a house-
holder’s source of income.  [41000/13]

01/10/2013WRX01900481. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if farmers will be subject to domestic water rates for work carried out on the farm. 
[41001/13]

01/10/2013WRX02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 479 to 481, inclusive, together.

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment for the introduction of water charg-
es based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on 
usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
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should be installed in households connected to public water supplies.  The Water Services (No. 
2) Bill 2013, which is currently in preparation, will provide Irish Water with the power to col-
lect charges from customers in respect of its services. The Government has decided to assign re-
sponsibility for the economic regulation of the water sector, including the setting of charges, to 
the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). Following the enactment of the Water Services 
Bill the CER will have the power to set charges for both domestic and non-domestic charges. 
The primary role of CER will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure a consistent 
and appropriate level of service is provided to them.

Currently, any farm connected to a public water supply is liable for charges as a non-do-
mestic customer, with an allowance provided for domestic use. Following the introduction 
of domestic water charges, farms connected to public water supplies will be charged by Irish 
Water for both non-domestic and domestic use, subject to any free allowance to be provided to 
households in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government.

01/10/2013WRX02050Waste Management Issues

01/10/2013WRX02100482. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the storage of asbestos at a location (details supplied). 
[41072/13]

01/10/2013WRX02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary responsibility for the management of any waste, including costs for removal 
or disposal, lies with the holder of the waste, i.e. the natural or legal person in possession of the 
waste, or the producer of the waste. The Waste Management Act 1996 imposes a general duty 
of care on holders of waste. A person may not hold, transport, recover or dispose of waste in 
a manner that causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution. In addition, in the case of 
hazardous waste, a holder of waste is required, without delay, to inform both the local author-
ity concerned and the EPA of any loss, spillage, accident or other development concerning that 
waste which causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution.

Enforcement actions against illegal waste activity are a matter for the local authorities and 
the Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) within the Environmental Protection Agency.  
Asbestos is a hazardous waste and its management requires care, including in respect of rel-
evant health and safety requirements. Further general information on asbestos, including dis-
posal, can be obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency’s website http://www.epa.ie/
whatwedo/advice/asbestos/.   

  Question No. 483 answered with Question No. 455.

01/10/2013WRX02350Local Authority Staff Issues

01/10/2013WRX02400484. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the duration of time in which a person can work in an acting capacity in a 
local authority; if the position is being filled can the person who is acting apply for the position; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41088/13]

01/10/2013WRX02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department operates a delegated sanction, from the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform, for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities, and any 
exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require sanction from my Department.  Acting 
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up arrangements of less than 4 months duration do not attract an acting up allowance and do 
not require my Department’s sanction; however, sanction is required for all acting arrangements 
over 4 months duration. 

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each City and County Manager is re-
sponsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions 
of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it is a matter for City 
and County Managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented while 
the appropriate service levels are maintained.  It is open to local authorities to seek sanction 
to fill critical posts. My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case 
basis having due regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and 
budgetary constraints. In considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line 
services, and economic issues are given precedence. 

The running of competitions for local authority posts is a matter for the local authority in 
question and the Public Appointments Service as appropriate. Subject to the terms of sanction 
once local authority staff meet all relevant requirements, particularly in terms of qualifications 
and experience, it is open to them to apply for positions as they arise.

01/10/2013WRX02550Planning Issues

01/10/2013WRX02600485. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will clarify the course of action open to persons when local authorities 
commission works including the construction of houses under a Part VIII procedure, and the 
works are not in keeping with the original plans of what was granted permission; if enforcement 
action will be taken against the local authority who is the competent person to carry out the 
enforcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41098/13]

01/10/2013WRX02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with section 179 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000, as amended, and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulation 2001, 
as amended, local authorities are required to obtain the approval of the elected members for 
carrying out certain works in their administrative areas, including the construction of houses. 
A consultation process is required to be undertaken prior to the submission of the matter to the 
elected members and any views of the public and relevant statutory consultees are required to 
be taken into account in this regard.   

Local authorities are separate, independent statutory bodies and section 63(3) of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 provides that subject to law, a local authority is independent in the per-
formance of its functions. However, local authorities are of course required to carry out their 
functions in accordance with the law. My primary role in relation to local authorities is to pro-
vide the policy, financial and legislative framework within which they perform their designated 
functions. 

While I, as Minister, have certain powers under the Planning and Development Act with 
regard to the more general operation of local authorities in the area of planning - e.g. to issue 
policy directives under section 29 of the Act, directions under section 31, or the power to re-
quest a report on the performance of a local authority’s functions under section 255 of the Act – 
I am precluded from intervening or exercising any power or control in relation to any individual 
case in which a planning authority may be involved.  Where an individual is of the view that a 
local authority has not adhered to the prescribed procedures prior to undertaking specific works, 
it is open to such individual to seek redress through the Courts or by lodging a formal complaint 
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with the Office of the Ombudsman.

01/10/2013WRX02750EU Directives

01/10/2013WRX02800486. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 940 of 18 September, if he will list the vari-
ous EU regulations against which Ireland was facing infringement cases in March 2011, and 
the 12 at the beginning of 2013 and if he will identify which nine are remaining.  [41105/13]

01/10/2013WRX02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As of March 2011, the EU legislation in respect of which the 19 infringement cases were 
taken against Ireland by the European Commission is as set out in Table 1.

Table 1 – Infringement Cases as at March 2011  

Case Reference EU Legislation 
C-183/05 Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) – 

Transposition Issues 
C-418/04 Directive 79/409/EEC (Wild Birds Direc-

tive) – Implementation Issues 
C-215/06 Directive 85/337/EEC (Environmental 

Impact Assessment Directive) – Retention 
Permission 

C-66/06 Directive 97/11/EC (Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive) – On-Farm Develop-
ments 

C-50/09 Directive 85/337/EEC   (Environmental Im-
pact Assessment Directive) – Split-Decision 
Making 

C-494/01 Directive 75/442/EEC (Waste Framework 
Directive) – Waste Disposal Arrangements 

C-248/05 Directive 80/68/EEC (Groundwater Direc-
tive) – Pollution Issues 

C-316/06 Directive 91/271/EEC (Urban Waste Water 
Directive) - Urban Waste Water Treatment 
Arrangements 

C-188/08 Directive 75/442/EEC (Waste Framework 
Directive) – Inspection of Septic Tanks 

2011/0198 Directive 2008/99/EC (Protection of the 
Environment through Criminal Law Direc-
tive) – Non Transposition 

2011/0471 Directive 2009/30/EC (Fuel Quality Direc-
tive) – Non Transposition 

2010/0512 Directive 2008/50/EC (Ambient Air Qual-
ity and Cleaner Air for Europe Directive) – 
Non Transposition 

2008/2070 Directive 1996/61/EC (Integrated Pollution 
Prevention and Control Directive) – Permit-
ting Arrangements 
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Case Reference EU Legislation 
2007/2503 Directive 2002/96/EC (Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment Directive) – Transpo-
sition Issues 

2010/2161 Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) – 
Implementation Issues 

2001/5176 Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) – 
Implementation Issues 

2011/0197 Directive 2008/98/EC (Waste Framework 
Directive) – Non Transposition 

2010/0672 Directive 2008/56/EC (Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive) – Non Transposition 

2007/2238 Directive 2000/60/EC (Water Framework 
Directive) – Transposition Issues 

As of 1 January 2013, the EU legislation in respect of which 12 infringement cases were 
outstanding against Ireland by the European Commission is as set out in Table 2 below. Those 
three infringement cases marked with an asterisk were closed between 1 January and 18 Sep-
tember 2013.   

Table 2 – Infringement Cases as at 1 January 2013  

Case Reference EU Legislation 
C-158/12 Directive 1996/61/EC (Integrated Pollution 

Prevention and Control Directive) – Permit-
ting Arrangements 

C-66/06 Directive 97/11/EC (Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive) – On-Farm Develop-
ments 

C-188/08 Directive 75/442/EEC (Waste Framework 
Directive) – Inspection of Septic Tanks 

C-215/06 Directive 85/337/EEC (Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive) – Retention 
Permission 

C-50/09 Directive 85/337/EEC (Environmental Im-
pact Assessment Directive) – Split-Decision 
Making 

C-494/01 Directive 75/442/EEC (Waste Framework 
Directive) – Waste Disposal Arrangements 

C-316/06 Directive 91/271/EEC (Urban Waste Water 
Directive) – Urban Waste Water Treatment 
Arrangements 

C-418/04 Directive 79/409/EEC (Wild Birds Direc-
tive) – Implementation Issues 

2011/0834 Directive 2009/31/EC (Geological Storage 
of Carbon Dioxide) – Non Transposition 
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Case Reference EU Legislation 
2012/4028 Directive 2003/35/EC (Public Participation 

in Decision Making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters) – Implementation 
Issues 

2007/2238 Directive 2000/60/EC (Water Framework 
Directive) – Transposition Issues 

2010/2161 Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) – 
Enforcement Issues 

 

01/10/2013WRX02950Vehicle Registration Issues

01/10/2013WRX03000487. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a log book may be released to An Garda Síochána for a vehicle (details sup-
plied) in County Wicklow for its inspection in order to pay road tax at the large public service 
vehicle rate, in view of the fact that the vehicle registration tax has been paid; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41124/13]

01/10/2013WRX03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The issuing of a Vehicle Registration Certificate is a matter for my colleague, the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport. I understand that Certificates are issued on first taxing of a 
vehicle. I understand also that provision exists, in certain circumstances, for access to informa-
tion from the vehicle register.

01/10/2013WRX03150Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRX03200488. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills 
in his Department since this Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41593/13]

01/10/2013WRX03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has carried out Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) on the following 
Bills since the Government took office: Electoral, Local Government and Planning and Devel-
opment Bill 2013; Non Use of Motor Vehicles Bill 2013; Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Con-
stituencies) Bill 2012; Water Services (Amendment) Bill 2011; Dormant Accounts (Amend-
ment) Bill 2011; Electoral (Amendment) Bill 2011; and RIAs relating to the following General 
Schemes of Bills: Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill - 2013; Radiological Protec-
tion (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill - 2013.  RIAs are generally undertaken within my Depart-
ment at an early stage in the policy development process, as they are regarded as a valuable tool 
in deciding the best approach to take.

01/10/2013WRY00150Legal Services Regulation

01/10/2013WRY00200489. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he ex-
pects to have the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 enacted and its key reforms implemented; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40384/13]
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01/10/2013WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to report to the 
Deputy that steady progress is being made towards the enactment of the Legal Services Reg-
ulation Bill 2011 which remains a priority under both the Programme for Government and 
the EU/IMF/ECB Troika structural reform programme.  The Bill it is set to provide for the 
establishment of a new Legal Services Regulatory Authority that will be independent of the 
Government, the Law Society and the Bar Council in its appointment and in the discharge of 
its functions. The Bill will also establish an independent complaints framework to deal with 
allegations of professional misconduct to which the public will have direct access - at present 
such complaints are made through the professional bodies. There will also be an independent 
Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal to deal with allegations of serious misconduct by 
both solicitors and barristers.

These changes are being augmented by a more modern, consumer friendly and transparent 
legal costs regime under the Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator that will take over the duties 
of the existing Taxing-Master. The Bill sets out, for the first time in legislation, a set of Legal 
Costs Principles and the determinations of the Legal Costs Adjudicator, who may also issue 
legal costs guidelines, will be made public. The Bill will also open the legal services sector to 
new business models that will provide new opportunities for legal services providers while also 
providing greater choice and competition for the benefit of consumers.

As the Deputy will be aware, Committee Stage of the Bill commenced on 17 July when 
I successfully introduced a series of key amendments to Part 2 of the Bill which have further 
enhanced the independence of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority which will be 
appointed by nominating bodies.  Detailed work on the Bill continues in my Department in 
conjunction with the Offices of the Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel. Committee 
Stage is to resume as soon as possible in the current session with a view to achieving the Bill’s 
earliest enactment and the timely implementation of its reforms.

01/10/2013WRY00350Garda Recruitment

01/10/2013WRY00400490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will be any 
openings for new recruits within the Gardaí in the coming months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [40450/13]

01/10/2013WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, I have 
secured the approval of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, for a 
recruitment competition for the Garda Síochána.  There are a number of procedural issues that 
need to be finalised prior to the formal commencement of that competition and these are ex-
pected to conclude in the coming weeks.

The competition will be run by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of the Garda 
Commissioner. An announcement will be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on their 
website and directly to those who have registered an expression of interest in joining the Garda 
Síochána.  Persons who would like to join An Garda Síochána and have not yet registered their 
interest in doing so may sign up on the Public Appointments Service website, www.publicjobs.
ie.  The first students are expected to enter the Garda College in Templemore, Co. Tipperary, 
in mid-2014.  These recruits will complete the new Garda training programme before they are 
attested as sworn Gardaí and assigned to stations to complete their training.

01/10/2013WRY00550Garda Deployment
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01/10/2013WRY00600491. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the amalgamation of the Newcastle West and Askeaton Garda Districts, the provision that has 
been made to increase accommodation for Gardaí in the Newcastle West station; his views on 
whether the facilities in Newcastle West meet the needs of An Garda Síochána in respect of 
Garda welfare, prisoner accommodation and public service; if an application has been made to 
improve conditions in Newcastle West Garda Station.  [40468/13]

01/10/2013WRY00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The decision to amalgamate 
the two Garda Districts referred to by the Deputy was one of the results of a comprehensive as-
sessment carried out by the Garda Commissioner over a 12 month period and contained in his 
Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the House last November.  It is an operational mat-
ter for the Garda Commissioner to make a decision on the date for the amalgamation.  In this 
context, I understand that plans are currently being developed to provide additional facilities at 
Newcastle West Garda station.

01/10/2013WRY00750Garda Deployment

01/10/2013WRY00800492. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure 
that additional Garda resources are assigned to a town (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40492/13]

01/10/2013WRY00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is already 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

Specifically in relation to drugs, all Gardaí have responsibilities in the prevention and de-
tection of criminal activity whether it be in the area of burglary, drug offences or otherwise. I 
can assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána continues to pro-actively and resolutely tackle 
all forms of drug crime in this jurisdiction.  The Garda National Drugs Unit, works closely 
with dedicated Divisional and District Drug Units and other national units in targeting persons 
involved in the illicit sale and supply of drugs.  I am informed by the Commissioner that there 
are 317 Gardaí, 29 Garda Reservists and 28 Civilians assigned to the Kildare Division and two 
of these Gardaí are specifically assigned to Divisional Drugs Unit.  The Division is also sup-
ported by the Garda National Drugs Unit which has a strength of 55.  Divisional resources are 
further augmented by a number of Garda National Units such as the Garda National Drugs Unit, 
the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and other 
specialised units.

01/10/2013WRY00950Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRY01000493. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the arrangements 
put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifi-
cally requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details 
of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of 
signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken 
by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the 
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reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40550/13]

01/10/2013WRY01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At the request of the Minister 
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in June 2005 a draft Irish language scheme under 
Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003 was prepared by this Department.  That draft 
Scheme was prepared following consideration of submissions received from interested parties 
outside of this Department and an internal consultation process.  It was submitted to the then 
Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in December 2005 and following discus-
sions with that Department the draft Scheme was confirmed by their Minister in May 2006.

In addition to internal monitoring of that Scheme, the Office of the Language Commissioner 
has also formally monitored the Department’s implementation of the Scheme.  A second draft 
Scheme has similarly been prepared by my Department and submitted to the Department of 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  Consultations have taken place on that draft Scheme with a 
view to its confirmation.

Specifically in relation to signage, since the enactment of the Official Languages Act 2003, 
and subsequently on the publication of Regulations on bilingual signage, my Department has 
monitored its signage on an ongoing basis, bearing in mind the timeframes set out in legisla-
tion.  Emphasis was placed on signage in areas where the general public had access, in order 
that signage in such areas would be bilingual.  In April 2013 the Office of the Language Com-
missioner gave notice to my Department of its intention to carry out, later in the year, an audit 
of the signage in use by my Department in its buildings, specifically signage coming under 
the purview of the Regulations (S.I. No. 391 of 2008) made under Section 9(1) of the Official 
Languages Act 2003.  Formal inspections were carried out by officials within my Department 
in preparation for that audit and some signage was replaced and additional signage erected.  On 
20 September 2013 a formal inspection of the signage in certain offices of my Department in 
Dublin was carried out by an official from the Office of the Language Commissioner and we 
are awaiting their written report on that inspection.

01/10/2013WRY01150Garda Stations Closures

01/10/2013WRY01200494. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding replacing Garda stations with mobile police offices; the number that have been pro-
vided to date; the number that will be provided; the costs involved; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40588/13]

01/10/2013WRY01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of policing resources, including Garda transport, are an operational 
matter for the Garda Commissioner.  As the Deputy will be aware, earlier this year the Garda 
authorities indicated that they proposed to provide a number of mobile Garda offices.  At this 
stage, however, I understand from the Garda authorities that they have decided not to proceed 
with the proposal, at least for the present.  In that context I have been informed by the Garda 
authorities that current community policing needs are being met in conjunction with the Garda 
Community Engagement Programme and they have concluded that the introduction of mobile 
offices would provide limited identifiable benefits for the public or the Force.  Accordingly, the 
vehicles purchased for use as mobile offices are being re-deployed for other Garda purposes.  
Overall, the Garda authorities have indicated that the Garda operational arrangements in place 
throughout the country are sufficient to ensure the continued delivery of a comprehensive polic-
ing service to all communities.  In addition they have confirmed that these arrangements will 
be kept under on-going review.
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01/10/2013WRY01350Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRY01400495. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been 
commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40603/13]

01/10/2013WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following clarification from 
the Deputy I have interpreted the question to refer to Bills which have been enacted since the 
current Government took office on 9 March 2011.  Details of the information sought is outlined 
in the following table.

Acts/Provisions of Acts Not Yet 
Commenced

Proposed to make a 
commencement order 
Yes/No

When commencement order will be 
made

Charities Act 2009 (No. 6 of 2009), with 
the exception of the following sections: 1, 
2, 4, 5, 10 (other than subsections (3) and 
(4)), 90 and 99. 

Yes Currently planned for 2014.

Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013 - Part 7 Bankruptcy.

Yes Awaiting the making of new Rules 
of Court on bankruptcy - expected 
shortly.

Personal Insolvency Act 2012  - Part 4 
Bankruptcy.

Yes Awaiting the making of new Rules 
of Court on bankruptcy - expected 
shortly.

Section 188 of Personal Insolvency Act 
2012, subsection 4(b).

Yes Commencement expected shortly.

Part 3 of Courts and Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013.

Yes A draft set of amendments to the 
District Court Rules is currently being 
finalised by the District Court Rules 
Committee and I will commence Part 
3 as soon as possible after the Courts’ 
Rules Committees have completed 
their work.

Criminal Justice Act 2011 - Partially com-
menced. Section 5 of Part 1 and section 7 
(c) and sections 9 to 14 of Part 2 have yet 
to be commenced.

Yes Commencement expected shortly.

National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012.

See note Elements of the Act concerning the 
disclosure of convictions are under 
review at present having regard to a 
recent judgment of the UK Court of 
Appeal in (On the Application of) T 
and others - v - Chief Constable of 
Greater Manchester [2013]. Any mod-
ifications necessary to the Act will be 
addressed in advance of commence-
ment by way of amendments to the 
Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) 
Bill 2012 to which this Act is closely 
linked. That Bill is awaiting Report 
Stage in the Dáil and is expected to be 
enacted this term.
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Acts/Provisions of Acts Not Yet 
Commenced

Proposed to make a 
commencement order 
Yes/No

When commencement order will be 
made

Criminal Justice Act 2013. Sections 5, 15 
and 16 of Part 2 have yet to be 
commenced.

See note It is expected that sections 15 and 16 
will be commenced in January.  
Operational preparations are under 
way to allow the Central Bank to as-
sume the relevant functions in rel
ation to trust or company service pro-
viders that are subsidiaries of credit or 
financial institutions. Commencement 
of section 5 is not imminent.  Progress 
on the negotiation of the proposed 4th 
EU Directive on Money Laundering 
will have a bearing on the issue.

The Personal Insolvency Act 2012 - Part 4 
Bankruptcy.

Yes Awaiting the making of new Rules 
of Court on bankruptcy - expected 
shortly.

Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 
Part 10 (Maintenance of Professional 
Competence of Licensees)

Yes Intended to commence Part 10 during 
2014. This will require the putting 
in place of a range of courses for 
licensed Property Service Providers. 

01/10/2013WRY01550EU Directives

01/10/2013WRY01600496. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of 
compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibility; the 
current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-
compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40639/13]

01/10/2013WRY01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Insofar as my areas of respon-
sibility are concerned, Ireland is not subject to any fines arising from non-compliance with 
European Union Directives and does not have any overdue Directives yet to be transposed.   
Within my areas of responsibility, Ireland is currently the subject of two letters of formal notice 
by the European Commission under Article 258 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the Euro-
pean Union.  The relevant Directives, and the current position on each, are as follows:

 - Directive 2004/38/EC (the ‘Freedom of Movement Directive’):  In 2011, the Commission 
issued a letter of formal notice alleging certain shortcomings in Ireland’s transposition of this 
Directive.  My Department engaged closely with the Commission with a view to resolving the 
matter, resulting in an agreement on the content of new draft Regulations to amend the Euro-
pean Community (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2006.  I expect to be in a position 
to sign these Regulations in the near future, after which it is hoped that the Commission will 
formally close its proceedings in this case.

 - Directive 2011/36/EU (the ‘Human Trafficking Directive):  On 28 May 2013 the Commis-
sion issued a letter of formal notice to Ireland regarding overdue transposition of this Directive, 
full transposition of which was due by 6 April 2013.  Ireland had already implemented most of 
the criminal law provisions of the Directive by way of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) 
Act 2008, but a small number of amendments to that Act were required for full compliance with 
the Directive.  Those amendments were included in the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) 
(Amendment) Act which became law on 9 July 2013 and the Commission was duly notified 
that Ireland had transposed Directive 2011/36/EU in full.  An acknowledgement of Ireland’s 
transposition documentation was received from the Commission on 29 August and it is hoped 



Questions - Written Answers

302

that the case will be formally closed in the near future.

01/10/2013WRY01750Garda Transport Provision

01/10/2013WRY01800497. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of addi-
tional marked and unmarked Garda cars and marked vans that each Garda district has received 
to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40715/13]

01/10/2013WRY01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and the availability of resources.  The allocation of Garda 
vehicles is monitored and reviewed on an on-going basis.  I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that the information requested by the Deputy is as shown in the following table:

NEW
VEHICLES COMMISSIONED 
2013

CAR CAR VAN TOTAL

DISTRICT MARKED UNMARKED - -
ANGLESEA ST 2 0 1 3
ARDEE 0 0 1 1
ASHBOURNE 0 2 2 4
ATHLONE 0 2 2 4
BAILIEBORO 3 0 1 4
BALBRIGGAN 0 0 1 1
BALLINA 0 1 0 1
BALLINASLOE 2 0 0 2
BALLYMOTE 0 0 1 1
BALLYMUN 2 2 0 4
BALLYSHANNON 2 2 0 4
BALTINGLASS 0 1 1 2
BANDON 1 2 1 4
BANTRY 1 1 1 3
BELMULLET 1 0 0 1
BLACKROCK 1 2 1 4
BLANCHARDSTOWN 1 1 1 3
BRAY 1 1 2 4
BRIDEWELL 1 0 0 1
BRUFF 2 1 1 4
BUNCRANA 2 1 1 4
CAHIR 3 0 1 4
CARLOW  2 1 2 5
CARRICKMACROSS 1 0 1 2
CASTLEBAR 1 1 0 2
CASTLEREA 0 2 1 3
CAVAN 0 1 0 1
CLAREMORRIS 0 0 2 2
CLIFDEN 0 1 1 2
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NEW
VEHICLES COMMISSIONED 
2013

CAR CAR VAN TOTAL

CLONAKILITY 1 0 1 2
CLONDALKIN 1 1 1 3
CLONMEL 0 0 1 1
COBH 1 0 0 1
COOLOCK 1 0 0 1
CRUMLIN 1 0 0 1
DMR-TRAFFIC OFFICE 3 0 0 3
DONNYBROOK 0 1 0 1
DROGHEDA 1 1 0 2
DUNDALK 2 2 1 5
DUNGARVAN 1 1 1 3
DUNLAOGHAIRE 2 2 1 5
ENNIS 2 2 3 7
ENNISCORTHY 1 2 0 3
FERMOY 1 0 1 2
GLENTIES 1 0 0 1
GOREY 1 1 1 3
GORT 1 0 1 2
GRANARD 1 0 1 2
GURRANABRAHER 0 0 1 1
HENRY STREET 2 0 0 2
KANTURK 0 1 1 2
KELLS 2 0 1 3
KEVIN STREET 1 0 0 1
KILDARE 1 0 1 2
KILKENNY 4 1 0 5
KILLARNEY 0 1 0 1
KILRUSH 3 2 0 5
KLLLARNEY 2 0 0 2
LEITRIM 1 0 1 2
LEIXLIP 2 0 0 2
LETTERKENNY 3 2 2 7
LISTOWEL 1 0 1 2
LONGFORD 2 1 0 3
LOUGHREA 0 0 1 1
LUCAN 1 1 0 2
MACROOM 1 1 0 2
MALLOW 0 1 1 2
MAYFIELD 0 0 1 1
MIDLETON 1 0 0 1
MILFORD 0 1 1 2
MILL STREET 1 3 1 5
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NEW
VEHICLES COMMISSIONED 
2013

CAR CAR VAN TOTAL

MONAGHAN 1 2 1 4
MULLINGAR 4 2 0 6
NAAS 1 1 2 4
NATIONAL UNIT 3 12 0 15
NAVAN 1 1 1 3
NENAGH 1 2 0 3
NEW ROSS 0 0 1 1
NEWCASTLE WEST 2 1 3 6
PEARSE ST 1 0 1 2
PORTLAOISE 3 1 3 7
RAHENY 0 1 1 2
ROSCOMMON 2 0 1 3
SALTHILL 0 1 0 1
SLIGO 0 5 1 6
STORE-STREET 0 0 1 1
SWINFORD 1 0 1 2
TALLAGHT 1 1 1 3
TERENURE 1 0 1 2
THOMASTOWN 2 0 1 3
THURLES 2 1 1 4
TOGHER 3 0 1 4
TRALEE 1 3 0 4
TRAMORE 1 1 1 3
TRIM 1 0 0 1
TUAM 0 0 1 1
TULLAMORE 1 1 1 3
WATERFORD 1 0 1 2
WESTPORT 0 0 1 1
WEXFORD 2 1 1 4
WICKLOW 2 1 0 3

TOTAL: 117 91 80 288

01/10/2013WRY01950Asylum Applications

01/10/2013WRY02000498. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update in relation to correspondence furnished to his office; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40724/13]

01/10/2013WRY02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 27th February, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 
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15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making written representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a 
Deportation Order should not be made against her.  In addition, she was notified of her entitle-
ment to apply for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Com-
munities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in her case. Her judicial review leave application 
was refused by the High Court   on 11th April, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal and the then Minister stood.  The person concerned has submitted an 
application for subsidiary protection. However, this application could not be determined while 
the judicial review proceedings were before the High Court. Now that those proceedings have 
been disposed of, consideration can be given to the subsidiary protection application. When 
this consideration has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of the 
outcome.  In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in 
the State of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered 
before a final decision is made. Once a final decision has been made, this decision, and the con-
sequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

The Deputy will appreciate that the principal reason for the delay in having the case of the 
person concerned processed to completion was owing to the existence of judicial review pro-
ceedings before the High Court. Now that those proceedings have been disposed of, the case of 
the person concerned can be further considered. Queries in relation to the status of individual 
immigration cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the 
Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service 
enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek informa-
tion by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail 
service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate 
or too long awaited.

01/10/2013WRY02150Prisoner Transfers

01/10/2013WRY02200499. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the road 
safety regulations Gardaí must adhere to whilst transporting prisoners to prison; if he will con-
firm that these regulations are adhered to, considering the practice of transporting recently con-
victed prisoners from Donegal to Castlerea Prison, County Roscommon in the back of a Garda 
van without a seat or a seat belt.  [40804/13]

01/10/2013WRY02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the specific circumstances referred to by the Deputy and I will reply 
directly when the report is available.

01/10/2013WRY02350Court Procedures

01/10/2013WRY02400500. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rea-
son over 38% of Garda summonses issued between January 2009 and December 2012 were not 
served (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40854/13]

01/10/2013WRY02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a detailed 
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report from the Garda authorities on the issue raised.  The Deputy will be aware that certain 
aspects of this issue are addressed in the recent report of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
insofar as they relate to the operation of the fixed charge notice system, including the circum-
stances in which it may not prove possible to serve a summons, and the Commissioner has 
accepted recommendations from the C&AG to improve its operation.  As soon as I have a full 
report from the Garda authorities in relation to the question of service of summonses generally 
I will be in further contact with the Deputy.

01/10/2013WRY02550Naturalisation Applications

01/10/2013WRY02600501. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the eligibility of a person (details supplied) in County Galway to apply for naturalisation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40932/13]

01/10/2013WRY02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Officials in the Citizenship 
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department inform 
me that there is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person re-
ferred to in the Deputy’s question.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, 
as amended, provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for 
a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions 
are that the applicant must:

 - be of full age

 - be of good character

 - have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

 - intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation

 - have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised un-
der Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for naturali-
sation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or her 
bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.  Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, 
waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain circumstances i.e. where an applicant is 
of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an applicant is a person who is a refugee within 
the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees; or where an 
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applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating to 
the Status of Stateless persons.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases 
may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been spe-
cifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/10/2013WRY02750Human Trafficking

01/10/2013WRY02800502. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce legislation to address human trafficking for the purposes of prostitution. [40970/13]

01/10/2013WRY02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 made it an offence to traffick a person for the purpose of sexual exploita-
tion. The definition of sexual exploitation includes prostitution. A person found guilty of this 
offence is liable to life imprisonment. 

01/10/2013WRY02950Road Traffic Offences

01/10/2013WRY03000503. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1086 of 18 September 2013, if he will provide a breakdown of the 
number of defendants convicted under the Road Traffic Acts and the number of driving licences 
recorded in respect of these convictions for each month since May 2012 when the Courts Ser-
vice introduced arrangements in summonses advising persons charged with an offence under 
the Road Traffic Acts to bring their driving licence and a photocopy of their licence with them 
when attending court. [40983/13]

01/10/2013WRY03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued since May 2012 
include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road Traffic Acts to bring 
their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they are attending court. In 
the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 1086 of 18 September 2013, I provided certain infor-
mation requested for the months of March, April, May and June 2013 with comparative data 
provided for May, June and July 2012.  I have asked the Courts Service to provide the additional 
information sought by the Deputy and I will write to him as soon as the details are available. 

01/10/2013WRY03150Garda Vetting of Personnel

01/10/2013WRY03200504. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding Garda vetting (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40987/13]

01/10/2013WRY03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current average processing time for applications is approximately 9 weeks 
from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional infor-



Questions - Written Answers

308

mation on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  
In the interest of fairness and equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronologi-
cal order based on the date of receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda 
Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been 
advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection process.

A vetting disclosure is made in response to a written request and with the permission of the 
person who is the subject of that request. Garda vetting disclosures are issued to specified or-
ganisations registered with the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) for that purpose in respect 
of a particular post or employment.  The Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applica-
tions on behalf of these organisations in 2012 and expects to receive in the region of 350,000 
applications by the end of 2013.  The disclosure is made to the requesting, registered organisa-
tion of the position at the time when it is issued.

Each time a new vetting application is received, a full vetting check is conducted to ensure 
that the most recent data available is taken into account. The non-transferability and contempo-
raneous nature of the certificate protects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee 
of the integrity of the vetting service. It also affords the registered organisation the facility to as-
sess suitability based on the most up to date information available on the applicant. The Deputy 
will appreciate that the safety of children and vulnerable adults is the primary consideration and 
this must remain the case.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications.

01/10/2013WRY03350Garda Stations Closures

01/10/2013WRY03400505. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
a Garda station (details supplied) in County Donegal is closed despite the fact that the station 
has not been listed for closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40993/13]

01/10/2013WRY03500506. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to re-open a Garda station (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40994/13]
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01/10/2013WRY03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 505 and 506 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid be-
fore both Houses of the Oireachtas on 5th December 2012, sets out details of the closure of 100 
Garda stations throughout the country, the future opening hours of other stations in Cork and 
Dublin and a number of District amalgamations.  It is important to remember that while some 
Garda stations are listed for revised opening hours from 24 hour stations, they will remain as 
functioning Garda stations on a 24 hour basis.  The full list of these details is available in the 
Policing Plan which is available in the Oireachtas Library.

Ramelton Garda station was not identified for closure in those plans and currently there 
are no proposals being prepared to close Ramelton Garda station.  I have however been in-
formed by the Garda Commissioner that circumstances of a temporary nature have necessitated 
augmenting the policing service provided to Ramelton with personnel from nearby stations.  
Arrangements have been made to have the station opened to the public periodically and the 
opening hours are posted at the station for the information of the public.  I have been further 
informed by the Garda Commissioner that the public in Ramelton are advised via signs at the 
station to contact Milford in the event that a Garda Service is required, and phone callers to the 
station are automatically diverted to Milford Garda Station. A comprehensive policing service 
for Ramelton is provided from the nearby District Headquarters in Milford on a 24 hour basis. 
This service is supplemented by staff from the nearby sub-station in Rathmullen in addition to 
the resources available from the Divisional Traffic & Detective Units.

01/10/2013WRY03650Garda Vetting Applications

01/10/2013WRY03700507. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current waiting 
time for Garda vetting applications to be processed; and if this will reduce over the next six 
months. [41020/13]

01/10/2013WRY03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): By way of background to the 
Deputy’s question, I wish to advise that the number of vetting applications received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) each year has risen from 187,864 in 2007 to 327,903 in 
2012 and it is expected that there will be upwards of 350,000 applications this year.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for ap-
plications is now approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations 
and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this 
processing time being exceeded on occasion. Nevertheless this is a significant improvement on 
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the processing time of 14 weeks which existed in July this year. In the interest of fairness and 
equity, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of 
receipt in the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the process-
ing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their 
recruitment and selection process.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is also underway. This will facilitate the processing 
of all applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manu-
ally managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will 
take place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the 
overall vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing 
times for all vetting applications.

01/10/2013WRZ00150Judicial Appointments

01/10/2013WRZ00200508. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way the 
judges for the new Court of Appeal will be appointed if the referendum on the matter is passed 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41021/13]

01/10/2013WRZ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The referendum on the pro-
posed Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court of Appeal) Bill will be held on Oc-
tober 4th. The establishment of the Court of Appeal will require the enactment of an “Imple-
mentation Bill” that will deal with many practical issues in regard to the new Court of Appeal, 
such as the formal establishment and membership of the Court of Appeal; the appointment 
of judges, the organisation of the Court and provision for the office of Registrar of the Court; 
among other issues.  The existing requirements for appointment to the Superior Courts are set 
out in Section 5 of the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961, as amended by section 28 of 
the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995 and further amended by section 4 and section 6 of the 
Courts and Court Officers Act 2002. Judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the 
Government.  Such appointments are dealt with by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board 
which was established pursuant to the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995.  It should be noted 
that section 17 of the same Act provides that the Board’s procedures shall not apply where the 
Government propose to advise the President to appoint a serving judge.

The costs of the proposed Court of Appeal continue to be analysed but the current estimate 
is that the Court of Appeal would have an annual cost of €2.5 to €3m.  This includes judicial 
salaries plus the cost of overheads, support staff, etc.  These are, however, preliminary figures 
and the ultimate costs will depend on the number of judges required.  The current assessment 
is that the new Court will require 10 judges (9 ordinary and a President) but the final decision 
on this aspect can only be made when we have a clearer picture of the Supreme Court backlog 
which will exist when the implementation bill is being finalised.  It is expected that the appoint-
ment of two additional Supreme Court judges in the autumn will allow the Supreme Court to sit 
regularly in two Divisions which should have a positive impact reasonably quickly.

Of course, there would be a significant personal and business cost of not providing a solu-
tion to this structural problem. The current level of delay in the Supreme Court of over four 
years is unsustainable for individuals and businesses seeking to pursue their Constitutional right 
of appeal. The establishment of a Court of Appeal provides a long-needed reform of our courts 
system. It will have significant benefit for individual citizens, but will also maintain the inter-
nationally recognised standing of Ireland as a competitive economy in which to do business.
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01/10/2013WRZ00350Bench Warrants

01/10/2013WRZ00400509. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of bench 
warrants currently outstanding in Dublin; if he will provide a breakdown of these bench war-
rants on a division and district basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41047/13]

01/10/2013WRZ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the time available it has not 
been possible for the Garda authorities to supply the information requested by the Deputy. I will 
be in contact with the Deputy when the information is to hand.

01/10/2013WRZ00550Proposed Legislation

01/10/2013WRZ00600510. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding legislation on prostitution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41048/13]

01/10/2013WRZ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The correspondence sent to 
the Deputy concerns the recent report of the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality 
on hearings and submissions on the current review of prostitution legislation. The Joint Com-
mittee published its report on 27 June last.  The position is that I have written to the Chairman 
seeking clarification of recommendations made by the Joint Committee. I have also requested 
legal advices from the Attorney General, and the views of the Minister for Health, on the report.  
It should be noted that existing legislation includes offences of organising prostitution, brothel 
keeping, living off the earnings of prostitution and human trafficking for sexual exploitation.

01/10/2013WRZ00750Residency Permits

01/10/2013WRZ00800511. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine 
a petition by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will communicate with his 
Department, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service and Irish-born child to resolve 
the dilemma that the person finds themselves in; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[41091/13]

01/10/2013WRZ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned, a failed 
asylum applicant, has sought a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, 
based on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment. I am advised that the consideration of this 
latter application is nearing completion and a decision should issue shortly. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/10/2013WRZ00950Magdalen Laundries Issues

01/10/2013WRZ01000512. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide an update on the Magdalen laundries restorative justice scheme to include the number 
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of women who have applied to the fund; the number of the applicants that have received a pay-
ment, medical card, pension payment and-or additional supports as provided by the Magdalen 
commission report; and if he will confirm that the Irish Women’s Survivors Network has re-
ceived the payment of €250,000 as announced earlier this year.  [41104/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, on 25 
June 2013 the Government approved the immediate implementation of a cash lump sum pay-
ments scheme based on duration of stay in laundries recommended by Judge Quirke and tasked 
an Interdepartmental Group with giving further detailed consideration to the steps necessary to 
implement the other recommendations. some of which are complicated and will require legisla-
tion.  I have already established a special unit to process applications and to determine whether 
an applicant resided and worked in an institution covered by the scheme, the duration of their 
stay, and the calculation of the capital sum due to be paid to them.  Over 540 applications have 
been received to date and are being processed.

Payments cannot commence until decisions have been made on the other recommendations.  
I expect to receive the report of the Interdepartmental Group within the next week and I will 
then bring the matter back before the Government for final decision.  I would expect that the 
first offers of payments of a lump sum to issue within 4-6 weeks of the Government decision.  
Officials in my Department are in contact with the Irish Women Survivors Support Network in 
the UK and it is expected that the payment of €250,000 may be made shortly.

01/10/2013WRZ01150Legal Services Regulation

01/10/2013WRZ01200513. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is intended 
that the Law Society will continue to have a dual role both representative and regulatory in 
the provisions of the Legal Services Bill 2011; if it is intended that there will be a provision in 
the Bill to provide for a fair, just and appropriate review system for solicitors in respect of any 
complaints that they individually or collectively might have against the regulator whether it be 
the Law Society or the regulator for legal services; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [41143/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01300514. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has decided 
to leave the financial investigation of solicitors’ practices to be handled by the Law Society; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41144/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01400515. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has decided 
to remove the complaints jurisdiction currently exercised by the Law Society to a new Legal 
Services Regulator; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41145/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 513 to 515, inclusive, together.

As I have publicly stated on a number of occasions, there has been a change in approach to 
the regulation of solicitors’ accounts since the publication of the Legal Services Regulation Bill 
2011. I have been persuaded by the view that the regulation of accounts, including the inves-
tigation of possible acts of fraud and dishonesty which could lead to a claim on the Solicitors’ 
Compensation Fund, should continue to done by the Law Society and its Financial Regulation 
Section. This decision has been based on the fact that it is not desirable that the State should as-
sume responsibility or potential future liability for the breach of financial regulations by practis-
ing solicitors. This would involve the State assuming a very substantial burden which would, in 
the process, lessen the very serious incentive for compliance which results from the solicitors’ 
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profession being liable for claims on the Fund themselves. It would also substantially increase 
the staffing requirements and running costs of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority which 
is to be self-financing.

The annual report of the Independent Adjudicator of the Law Society of Ireland for the year 
ending 30 September 2012 notes that the net assets of the Solicitors’ Compensation Fund were 
valued at €16 million in 2012 and the annual contribution by each solicitor to the Fund dur-
ing that period was €700. In 2011 244 claims were received by the Compensation Fund in the 
amount of €7.6 million and €2.5 million was paid out in that same period. In the six months up 
to the end of June 2012 162 claims were received amounting to €1.9 million with €0.7 million 
paid out in claims. A number of these recent claims have attracted public and media attention. 
The Law Society is, therefore, able to respond immediately to serious financial complaints and 
reserves the right to carry out investigations, without notification, where justified by the circum-
stances. The Society can also apply to the High Court for orders to protect clients’ funds when 
serious irregularities arise. It should also be borne in mind that, following the enactment of the 
Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, the Law Society is  
required to investigate compliance with anti-laundering regulations. The proposed retention of 
the Law Society’s functions with regard to the Compensation Fund is, therefore, a recognition 
of the fact that the Society has an established and rigorous financial regulation regime which, 
of its nature, strongly incentivises financial compliance by solicitors in the public interest while 
simultaneously avoiding the imposition of an undesirable burden on the State.  I will, therefore, 
be proposing amendments to Part 3 of the Legal Services Regulation Bill to reflect this policy 
position.

While the Law Society will continue to exercise responsibility for the financial regulation 
of solicitors it will no longer deal with complaints from members of the public or misconduct 
proceedings, including those that may arise from fraud and dishonesty. In tandem with the 
establishment of a new Legal Services Regulatory Authority that will be independent of the 
Government and the two legal professions in its appointment and in the discharge of its func-
tions, the Bill will establish an independent complaints framework to deal with allegations of 
professional misconduct by both solicitors and barristers. The public will have direct access to 
this new framework - at present such complaints are made through the Law Society or the Bar 
Council. There will also be an independent Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal to deal 
with allegations of serious misconduct by both solicitors and barristers - they have two parallel 
disciplinary and tribunal structures at present. In relation to possible complaints by legal practi-
tioners about the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority, the Bill contains an array of provi-
sions which would provide redress in such circumstances including, where appropriate, access 
to the High Court for judicial review. The Legal Services Regulatory Authority, which will have 
a lay majority and chair to be appointed by nominating bodies, will also include representatives 
of the legal professions in its membership.

Some elements of regulation are set to remain with the Law Society and the Bar Council 
under the new Bill. For example, they will be able to continue to set rules, regulations, practice 
notes and codes of conduct for their members subject to the provisions of the new Bill. They 
will retain certain of their own committees, working groups and task forces. They will maintain 
a role in the field of legal vocational education and training, though this area will be subject 
to a review by the new Regulatory Authority. However, there will be a far clearer distinction 
between their representative and regulatory functions by virtue of the fact that complaints from 
members of the public will be dealt with independently thereby avoiding any perceived con-
flicts of interest and enhancing public confidence in the new regulatory regime. These changes 
are being augmented by a more modern, consumer friendly and transparent legal costs regime 
under the Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator that will take over the duties of the existing 
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Taxing-Master. The Bill sets out, for the first time in legislation, a set of Legal Costs Principles 
and the determinations of the Legal Costs Adjudicator, who may also issue legal costs guide-
lines, will be made public. The Bill will also open the legal services sector to new business 
models that will provide new opportunities for legal services providers while also providing 
greater choice and competition for the benefit of consumers.

As the Deputy will be aware, Committee Stage of the Bill commenced on 17 July and I 
can confirm that detailed work on the Bill, including in relation to some of the issues raised, 
continues in my Department in conjunction with the Offices of the Attorney General and of 
Parliamentary Counsel. Committee Stage is to resume as soon as possible in the current session 
with a view to achieving the earliest possible enactment of the Bill and the timely implementa-
tion of its reforms.

01/10/2013WRZ01550Proposed Legislation

01/10/2013WRZ01600516. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to the 
Coroners Bill 2007, if he will enact the legislation in its present format; when the bill will be 
progressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41146/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Coroners Bill 2007 is 
before the Seanad having been restored to the Order Paper on my initiative.  The Bill, as pub-
lished, provides for the comprehensive reform of the existing legislation and structures relating 
to coroners and provides for the establishment of a new Coroner Service. The Bill incorporates 
many of the recommendations made by the Coroners Review Group in 2000 and the Coroners 
Rules Committee in 2003. It will permit the State to better provide for the fulfilment of its 
obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights and, in particular, in regard to 
the Article 2 requirement to ensure an effective investigation of deaths of persons where the 
circumstances of the death may involve the State. 

The key elements of the Bill include: 

- enhancing inquiry and inquest processes,

- establishing the office of Chief Coroner to provide leadership and direction in all coronial 
matters; 

- providing the necessary legal framework for the establishment of a new Coroner Service;

- moving to a smaller number of full-time coroners; 

- statutory requirement to ensure that family members are notified at significant steps of the 
coronial process;

- clarifying a specific regime for coroner post-mortem examinations, including provision for 
retention and release of body parts and bodily samples, and 

- promoting cooperation between coroners and other agencies also involved in investiga-
tions of deaths.

The Bill is in the course of being reviewed within my Department. Demands on this im-
portant service have  grown significantly in recent years. The numbers of deaths reported to 
coroners increased from 12,124 in 2007 to 15,403 in 2012. It is necessary to consider the im-
pact of any relevant legal and medical developments since publication in April 2007. It is also 
necessary to examine the proposed administrative structures in regard to the future provision of 
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an improved coronial service to determine whether they remain appropriate and cost effective. 

While it would be my wish to be in a position to progress this important Bill, it is not pos-
sible to indicate with any certainty at this point, the likely time table in that regard.  The Deputy 
will be aware that  a number of early reform measures in regard to the coroners service have 
been taken. The Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 included amend-
ments to the Coroners Act 1962 and the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 to provide for the provision 
of legal advice and legal aid in respect of certain inquests. The Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2011 provided for some early reforms in coronial matters, including an amalgama-
tion of the Dublin County and City coronial districts.

01/10/2013WRZ01750Road Safety Issues

01/10/2013WRZ01800517. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding cyclists speeding on a path near a school (details supplied). [41222/13]

01/10/2013WRZ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
members of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on pedal cycling as part of their normal du-
ties. In addition to day to day enforcement of the relevant provisions of the Road Traffic Acts, 
breaches of the legislation are regularly targeted by way of specific Garda operations which 
take into account the interaction of cyclists, pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  Where breaches 
of legislation are detected, members of An Garda Síochána, depending on the circumstances, 
may deal with the incident by way of advice or caution or by initiating criminal proceedings.  I 
have brought the Deputy’s concerns surrounding the specific location in question to the atten-
tion of the Garda authorities for any appropriate action.

01/10/2013WRZ01950Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRZ02000518. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this 
Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [41598/13]

01/10/2013WRZ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The tabular statement below 
sets out details of all 17 Regulatory Impact Assessments which were carried out on Bills in my 
Department since the current Government took office on 9 March 2011. 

Year Bill
2011 Criminal Justice (Community Service) Bill 2011

Criminal Justice Bill 2011
2012 National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Bill 2012

Criminal Justice (Search Warrants) Bill 2012
Criminal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes against Children 
and Vulnerable Adults) Bill 2012
Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012
Criminal Justice (Corruption) Bill 2012 
Garda Síochána (Compensation for Malicious Injuries) Bill 2012
Equal Status Amendment Bill 2012
Personal Insolvency Bill 2012
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Year Bill
Mediation Bill 2012
Family Leave Bill 2012

2013 Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill 2013
Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill 
2013
Fines (Payment and Recovery) Bill 2013
Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2013
Criminal Justice Bill 2013

01/10/2013WRZ02150Overseas Missions

01/10/2013WRZ02200519. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Defence the number of Defence Forces 
personnel currently stationed overseas; the number stationed in each of the various countries 
and the nature of the work or missions in which personnel are involved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40453/13]

01/10/2013WRZ02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): As of 30 September 2013, Ireland is con-
tributing approximately 564 Defence Forces personnel to 14 different missions throughout the 
world. Full details of all personnel currently serving overseas are listed in the tabular statement 
attached.  The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently de-
ployed are the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 359 personnel, includ-
ing the Deputy Force Commander. The joint Irish/Finnish Battalion is tasked primarily with 
patrolling, reconnaissance and occupying static posts while operating in close coordination and 
cooperation with the Lebanese Armed Forces in Sector West of UNIFIL’s area of operations.

Other missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the EU Train-
ing Mission (EUTM) Somalia with eight (8) personnel, including the Mission Commander; 
the EU Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali) with eight (8) personnel; the EUFOR mission 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina with seven (7) personnel who are based at mission headquarters in 
Sarajevo; the NATO-led international security presence (KFOR) in Kosovo with twelve (12) 
personnel based in the mission Headquarters; and the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan with seven (7) personnel who are based in the mission Headquarters in 
Kabul. Ireland also contributes 24 observers and staff to various United Nations and OSCE mis-
sions and 16 other personnel to staff appointments at UN, EU and OSCE headquarters.

The most recent deployment overseas was in response to a United Nations request and 
resulted in the deployment of the 43rd Infantry Group, comprising 115 personnel, to United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) on the Golan Heights in Syria.  This de-
ployment was successfully completed on 28 September 2013.  The group is tasked primarily to 
serve as the Force Mobile Reserve within the UNDOF Area of Responsibility.  Four (4) mem-
bers of the Permanent Defence Force were deployed to UNDOF earlier this year for service at 
the Mission Headquarters.     

Also, at the request of the United Nations and following Government approval, four (4) 
members of the Permanent Defence Force deployed for service with the United Nations Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS) in South Sudan.  Their role is to provide a specialist training team 
on Conventional Munitions Disposal (CMD), mine and specialist search awareness to South 
Sudan Police personnel.  The current contribution of some 564 personnel to overseas missions 
reflects the Government’s continued commitment to our responsibilities in the area of interna-
tional peace and security. 
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Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas as of 30th   September 2013

1 UN Missions
(i) UNIFIL  (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) HQ 16

UNIFIL 108th Infantry Battalion 335
UNIFIL Sector West HQ 8

(ii) UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation) – 
Israel and Syria

13

(iii) MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara)

3

(iv) MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo)

3

(v) UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory Coast) 2
(vi) UNDOF (United Nations Disengagement Observer Force) 

Golan Heights, Syria
119

(vii) UNMAS (United Nations Mine Action Service) – South Sudan 4
TOTAL 503
UN Mandated Missions

(viii) EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) 7
(ix) EUTM Somalia (EU-led Training Mission)  8
(x) EUTM Mali (EU-Led Training Mission) 8
(xi) KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) – HQ 12
(xii) ISAF (International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan) 7

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH UN    
MISSIONS

545

2 Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
(i) OSCE Mission to Bosnia & Herzegovina 2
(ii) OSCE Mission in Belgrade - Serbia 1
(iii) Staff Officer, High Level Planning Group, Vienna 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING OSCE 4
3 EU Military Staff

Brussels 5
4 Military Representatives/Advisers/Staff
(i) Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New York 1
(ii) Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vienna 1
(iii) Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 3
(iv) Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 2
(v) EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
(vi) Irish Liaison Officer to SHAPE & Military Co-op Division, 

Mons, Belgium
1

(vii) European Defence Agency (EDA) Brussels 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL  
SERVING OVERSEAS

564

01/10/2013WRZ02350Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRZ02400520. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Defence the arrangements put in place 
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by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifically require-
ments for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details of any assess-
ments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of signs assessed; 
when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken by his Depart-
ment were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the reasoning for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40543/13]

01/10/2013WRZ02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): All Branches of the Department of Defence 
have been made aware of the Official Languages Act and the responsibility for the implemen-
tation of its legislative requirements rest with each Branch in accordance with its functional 
responsibilities.  The Department continually seeks to maintain a high level of compliance with 
the requirements of the Act in relation to signage throughout its offices and indeed is currently 
reviewing the existing provisions in a number of its offices to ensure it continues to meet the 
appropriate standards.

01/10/2013WRZ02550Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRZ02600521. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of 
the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been commenced; 
if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40596/13]

01/10/2013WRZ02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are no Acts or specific provisions of 
Acts awaiting commencement under my Ministerial area of responsibility.

01/10/2013WRZ02750EU Directives

01/10/2013WRZ02800522. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the level of compliance 
with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibility; the current fines 
resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-compliance the 
State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40632/13]

01/10/2013WRZ02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised that there are no non-compli-
ance issues arising in the Department of Defence and there are no current fines resulting from 
non-compliance or potential fines resulting from present non-compliance.

01/10/2013WRZ02950Commemorative Events

01/10/2013WRZ03000523. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Defence if following the com-
memorations which took place in July and August of this year, there are plans to extend the 
commemoration using the ceremonial military guard at the national memorial to Óglaigh na 
hÉireann into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41011/13]

01/10/2013WRZ03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): As part of the Defence Forces contribution 
to “The Gathering Ireland 2013” initiative, a Ceremonial Military Guard parade was held at 
the site of the National Memorial to members of the Defence Forces in Archbishop Ryan Park, 
Merrion Square, Dublin on Saturdays during the months of July and August this summer.  Units 
from the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service participated in the Military Guard Ceremony in 
solemn remembrance of their fallen comrades.  I understand the Ceremony attracted interest 
from members of the public, tourists and retired Defence Forces personnel.  There are no plans 
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to continue this Ceremony into the future.

01/10/2013WRZ03150Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRZ03200524. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on 
all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this Government 
took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41591/13]

01/10/2013WRZ03300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There have been no Regulatory Impact As-
sessments carried out by my Department since this Government took office to date. The Depart-
ment of Defence is not a regulatory authority as commonly understood. The Defence Acts and 
Regulations made thereunder are for the most part, focused on the Defence Forces only and do 
not apply to the ordinary citizen or to business. Notwithstanding this, the Department applies 
the principles set out in the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) Guidelines issued by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach where appropriate.

01/10/2013WRZ03350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

01/10/2013WRZ03400525. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding a farm payment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40412/13]

01/10/2013WRZ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 7 December 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation. Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using the pre-determined selection criteria as follows:

 1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey 
Partridge) as one of their selected options, 

2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land,

3. farm partnerships, 

4. farmers who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms. and

5. others based on farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

The person named was a previous participant in REPS. Based on the funding available 
farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and below were suc-
cessful. As the farm size of the person named is 47.99, the application was unsuccessful. On 
27 May 2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him that he was not successful 
and setting out the reasons.  The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Sec-
tion.  An appeal was received from the person named it has been reviewed by officials in my 
Department.  On the 30 September 2013 a letter issued to the person named informing him of 
the outcome of his appeal.

01/10/2013WRZ03550Animal Welfare Issues
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01/10/2013WRZ03600526. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his at-
tention has been drawn to an incidence of animal cruelty (details supplied) in County Tipperary 
and the steps he will take to deal with same. [40417/13]

01/10/2013WRZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The main 
statutes governing cruelty to all animal in this country are the Protection of Animals Act 1911 
and the Protection of Animals (Amendment) Act, 1965.  Responsibility for pursuing cases un-
der this legislation rests with the Garda Síochána, who may, on receipt of a complaint, inves-
tigate and bring a prosecution against any person alleged to have committed an offence under 
these Acts. Persons with information relating to activities involving cruelty of this nature to 
animals should contact the Garda Síochána with details of the allegations and the names of the 
persons involved.

01/10/2013WRAA00150Milk Quota Trading Scheme

01/10/2013WRAA00200527. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
recourse that will be available to farmers who will not be able to secure milk quotas in the 2014 
milk quota purchasing scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40481/13]

01/10/2013WRAA00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently running stage I of the 2014/2015 Milk Quota Trading Scheme.  The closing 
date for receipt of applications in this stage is 11 October 2013.  Applicants who fail to have 
their milk quota needs satisfied under this stage will have an opportunity under Stage II which 
will have a closing date of 7 January 2014.  Other options available to milk purchasers who 
wish to acquire additional quota are: Purchase of land and quota on the open market; Purchase 
of quota only from a qualified relative; and Lease of land and quota from a qualified relative.

In addition to these options producers may acquire, on a temporary basis, additional quota 
under the Temporary Leasing Scheme which will run in each milk purchaser’s area both in this 
milk quota year and in the 2014/2015 milk quota year.  I am aware that milk producers are prob-
ably experiencing a degree of frustration at present because their production capacity continues 
to be constrained by the quota regime.  I would urge them however to take the necessary steps 
to ensure they stay within their allocated milk quota, because indications at this stage are that 
Ireland’s quota may be exceeded at the end of this quota year.

01/10/2013WRAA00350Sea Lice Controls

01/10/2013WRAA00400528. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the recent publication in the Journal of Fish Diseases of the com-
ment on Jackson et al Impact of Lepeophtheirus salmonis infestations on migrating Atlantic 
salmon (details supplied); if he has sought advice on this issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40482/13]

01/10/2013WRAA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s sea 
lice control protocols are operated by the Marine Institute and are strictly evidence-based.  The 
protocols are considered to be more advanced than those operated in other jurisdictions for the 
following reasons: The inspection regime is totally independent of the industry; data obtained 
as a result of inspections is published and made widely available; treatment trigger levels are 
set at a low level.  In 2008, the State introduced a new Pest Management Strategy, supplement-
ing the control regime already in place.  This has resulted in a steady decline in average sea lice 
numbers on farmed salmon since its inception.
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01/10/2013WRAA00550Fishing Fleet Monitoring

01/10/2013WRAA00600529. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine following 
the North West Waters Regional Advisory Council meetings in Dublin Castle, which reported 
on Northern Ireland and Belgian observer programmes for the Irish Sea, if he will outline 
the level of observer activity in the Irish fishing fleet, with regard to the amount of observer 
trips by fishery and as a % of effort; if there is a robust observer regime in place, sufficient to 
adequately measure stocks, bye-catch and discards, and if he will support fully documented 
fisheries.  [40484/13]

01/10/2013WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Marine 
Institute conducts a scientific observer programme on the Irish fishing fleet as part of the Irish 
national programme in accordance with the EU Data Collection Framework Regulation.  Scien-
tific observers tasked with monitoring landings, discards and by-catches were on board for ap-
proximately 1.4% of all Irish fishing activities in 2012.  This percentage coverage varies across 
fisheries.  (A summary of the number of days observed in 2012, the most recent year with com-
pleted data, in relation to fishing days of the fleet by fishery is provided in the following table).

Data collected on Irish observer trips are used by ICES to estimate the discard volumes for 
most of the key commercial species fished by the Irish fleet.  Ireland has led the way in a Euro-
pean context by transparently reporting the results of discard monitoring in a ground breaking 
discards atlas.   The recent CFP reform set out a number of key objectives in relation to the 
elimination of discards. This will require new approaches to the monitoring of catches.  The 
regulation stipulates that “The use of modern, effective technologies should be promoted in the 
framework of the Union system for control, inspection, and enforcement “and that “Member 
States shall ensure detailed and accurate documentation of all fishing trips and adequate capac-
ity and means for the purpose of monitoring compliance with the obligation to land all catches, 
including such means as observers, CCTV and other appropriate tools”.  I am fully supportive 
of implementing appropriate measures to achieve the objectives set out in the CFP reform.  The 
new Common Fisheries Policy reform agreement will bring real and meaningful reform to how 
EU waters are fished in the future.  The agreement is designed to ensure the long term sustain-
ability of fishing in Ireland and throughout EU waters, utilising best scientific advice as a key 
determinant in setting annual fishing quotas in the future.

Table 1. Summary of Irish discard observer effort, fishing effort and percentage of effort by 
fishery in 2012 (Source: Marine Institute).

Fishery Observer Days Fishing Days Percentage Effort
Pots Fishery 34 8,827 0.4%
Pelagic Trawl 
Fishery

148                           
3,169 

4.7%

Demersal Otter 
Trawl Fishery

393 23,750 1.7%

Demersal Seine Nets 14 1,585 0.9%
Shellfish Dredge 
Fishery

31                           
3,263 

1.0%

Demersal Beam 
Trawl Fishery

23 2,533 0.9%

Gill net Fishery 29 2,499 1.2%
Other Gears -   1,637 0.0%
All Gears 672 47,263 1.4%
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01/10/2013WRAA00750Departmental Agencies Staff Data

01/10/2013WRAA00800530. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
outline the remit of the economist employed by Bord Iascaigh Mhara; if it will include the gath-
ering of socio-economic data to address the social problem, that is the undocumented and hid-
den fish discards of modern fishing in Ireland; if he will give an assurance that they will be sub-
ject of targeted measures in a drive to recovery of fisheries and coastal communities  [40485/13]

01/10/2013WRAA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Deployment 
of BIM staff and their roles and responsibilities within that agency is an internal operational 
matter for BIM.  I have no role in relation to that matter.  That said, I launched BIM’s new strat-
egy for the seafood sector for the period 2013 – 2017 was launched on 17 July this year.  The 
strategy is called Capturing Ireland’s Share of The Global Seafood Opportunity.  The strategy 
sets targets for the creation of 1,200 additional jobs and is aligned to a total sales value of €1 
billion (including €650m from exports) by the end of 2017.  BIM’s vision for the future, as set 
out in this new strategy, is designed to deliver on the Government’s targets set out in Food Har-
vest 2020 and to underpin the growing importance of the seafood sector to the Irish economy.

My Department’s Seafood Development Programme 2007-2013, co-funded by the Europe-
an Fisheries Fund, presently makes available funding through the Fisheries Local Area Devel-
opment Scheme to coastal traditional fishing communities to foster employment and diversify 
their economies to lessen their dependence on the catching sector.  Six Fishery Local Action 
Groups (FLAGs) were established in 2012, covering our full coastline.  These FLAGs have 
been working to develop strategies for their respective regions and this year have started to 
make funding available to projects.  The FLAGs themselves select projects for funding.  Ap-
proximately €1.5 million is available to the FLAGs for the remainder of the Programme for 
eligible projects.

My Department is also working on the preparation of the next Seafood Development Pro-
gramme for the period 2014 to 2020.  Submissions were invited by 27 September from inter-
ested parties.  I expect that the Fisheries Local Area Development Scheme will feature in that 
next 7 year programming period.  I will carefully consider any submissions received relevant 
to this issue and to what extent it should be prioritised in that next programme relative to other 
investment priorities for the seafood sector.

Additionally, the newly reformed CFP, brokered by the Irish Presidency and due to come 
into force from the 1st of January 2014, will allow for the rebuilding of fish stocks in European 
waters and will allow for significant quota increases for Irish fishermen through long term man-
agement of stocks, reducing and eliminating discards where possible and rebuilding stocks to 
Maximum Sustainable Yield.  All of these measures hold the potential to substantially increase 
catches by Irish fishermen in the short and medium term.  The reforms agreed will govern 
the nature and operation of Irish and EU fisheries for the foreseeable future and are designed 
to usher in a new era of more economically, environmentally and socially sustainable fishing 
across EU waters.

01/10/2013WRAA00950Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRAA01000531. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
arrangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages 
Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institu-
tions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the 
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number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40539/13]

01/10/2013WRAA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An Coimisi-
néir Teanga is currently conducting an audit of my Department’s signage and the results are 
awaited.  An Irish Language Scheme 2006 – 2009 has been published under Section 11 of the 
Official Languages Act 2003.  This sets out the responsibilities of my Department under the Act 
and remains in place until the publication of a new scheme.  Copies of the Scheme have been 
circulated to all Department offices and it is also available on the Department’s website.

An Irish Language Unit, located in Portlaoise, was established as part of Corporate Affairs 
Division.  The purpose of the Unit is to provide help and assistance to staff in meeting the re-
quirements of the Act.

01/10/2013WRAA01150Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRAA01200532. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have 
not yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40592/13]

01/10/2013WRAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The recently 
passed Animal Health and Welfare Act, 2013 will be commenced shortly in conjunction with a 
package of secondary legislation necessary for the Act to have full effect.  Section 98 of the Sea-
Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction 2006 Act has not been commenced.  At this point in time 
there are no plans to commence this provision.  Section 5 of the FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) 
ACT 2003 (which is part of the 2006 Act) has not commenced with respect to an application 
for an authorisation or permit.  At this point in time there are no plans to commence this part of 
the provision.

01/10/2013WRAA01350EU Directives

01/10/2013WRAA01400533. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of respon-
sibility; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from pres-
ent non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40628/13]

01/10/2013WRAA01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment seeks at all times to ensure that it is fully compliant with the implementation of European 
Union Directives, and in this regard I can confirm that no fines have been levied against the 
Department by the European Commission for non-implementation of Directives.  The Commis-
sion has raised a number of questions with my Department in respect of two Directives relating 
to transport of animals and sow housing.  Officials from my Department are working closely 
with the Commission to resolve these issues.

01/10/2013WRAA01550Harbours and Piers Funding

01/10/2013WRAA01600534. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 



Questions - Written Answers

324

his plans to provide aids to navigation including a leading light to Ardgroom Harbour, County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40664/13]

01/10/2013WRAA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment currently has responsibility for the maintenance of the leading line beacon structures 
in Ardgroom Harbour as they were constructed under the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902.  
While there are no immediate plans to upgrade the beacons my Department is currently in dis-
cussion with a number of coastal Local Authorities with a view to handing over responsibility 
for lights and beacons constructed under the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902.  As part of the 
process a review of the structural and other upgrading requirements will be carried out in con-
junction with the relevant Local Authority.

01/10/2013WRAA01750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

01/10/2013WRAA01800535. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive a decision on their appeal 
against a decision to remove their disadvantaged area scheme payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40860/13]

01/10/2013WRAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused derogation in this 
regard.  The person named subsequently appealed unsuccessfully to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee who advised of the option to pursue the matter with the Office of the 
Ombudsman; the person named subsequently availed of this right.  The case is currently under 
consideration by that Office.

01/10/2013WRAA01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRAA02000536. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be informed as to whether or not 
they have been accepted into agri-environment options scheme 3; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [40861/13]

01/10/2013WRAA02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 26 November 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation.  Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using the pre-determined selection criteria as follows: 1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. 
Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey Partridge) as one of their selected options, 
2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land, 3. farm partnerships, 4. farmers 
who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms and 5. others based on 
farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

The person named was a previous participant in REPS. Based on the funding available 
farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and below were suc-
cessful.  As the farm size of the person named is 28.18, the application was unsuccessful.  On 
27 May 2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him that he was not successful and 
setting out the reasons.  The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Section.  
An appeal was received from the person named and he has been advised that his appeal was 
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unsuccessful.  He has been informed of the right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office.

01/10/2013WRAA02150Annuitant Arrears

01/10/2013WRAA02200537. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason correspondence (details supplied) regarding a proposal regarding dealing with annuitant 
arrears has not been replied to; if same will now be addressed and the proposal therein accepted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40939/13]

01/10/2013WRAA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The cor-
respondence in question is being dealt with. The proposal therein has been examined and is 
considered acceptable.  A reply to this effect will issue shortly.

01/10/2013WRAA02350Fish Quotas

01/10/2013WRAA02400538. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding fishing quotas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40942/13]

01/10/2013WRAA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The cur-
rent management arrangements in place for this fishery, were recommended by the Celtic Sea 
Herring Management Advisory Committee (CSHMAC).  The Committee comprises represen-
tatives of industry and processors and is chaired by the Irish South and West Fish Producers 
Organisation (IS&WFPO).  Quota allocations with weekly catch limits will be set following 
consultation with the CSHMAC for each management period, taking consideration of numbers 
and size of vessels booked-in.  There is a requirement that official log sheets be returned to the 
SFPA within 24 hours of landing.  The experience in this fishery in recent years indicates that 
many vessels have not complied with this requirement and a follow up of outstanding log sheets 
is necessary.  Therefore to ensure that all qualifying vessels are included in the second fishing 
period it is necessary to allow sufficient time to follow up on late log sheets, re-calculate the re-
vised amounts and issue the necessary documentation.  This will also give sufficient time to any 
fisherman who has not qualified for the second period to query the matter with the Department.

01/10/2013WRAA02550Animal Disease Controls

01/10/2013WRAA02600539. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will respond to correspondence (details supplied) regarding the new regulations on the 
movement of cats and dogs to and from the UK. [40943/13]

01/10/2013WRAA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU law relat-
ing to the protection of citizens from rabies provides that dogs, cats and ferrets moving between 
EU Member States must be accompanied by EU Pet Passports certifying microchip identifica-
tion and rabies vaccination.  Given that Ireland and UK have traditionally operated a rabies free 
zone, both States agreed, on a risk analysis basis, that border compliance checks would not be 
undertaken.

However, an increased focus by authorities within the UK on illegal puppy imports from 
elsewhere in the EU has lead to two recent incidents of dogs from Ireland being seized/detained 
in Britain, and the risk of further such incidents is likely to increase.  In view of this, any person 
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travelling with dogs to Britain is being advised by this Department to ensure that their exports 
are compliant with EU law as soon as possible.

While Ireland and the UK have been rabies free for many decades, Western Europe is now 
also free of rabies.  The harmonised EU system under which passports and rabies vaccinations 
are required allows dog owners to bring their pets into and out of Ireland without a compulsory 
and lengthy quarantine.  While both Ireland and the UK sought and achieved a legal provi-
sion providing the possibility of a derogation from rabies vaccination for non commercial pets 
movements from 2015, this was not extended to commercial traffic which includes any change 
of ownership.  I understand that one charity is undertaking significant capital investment which 
should to some extent relieve the concerns expressed by some small charities about the cost of 
complying with EU rules.

01/10/2013WRAA02750Alternative Energy Projects

01/10/2013WRAA02800540. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has had discussions, or if his officials have had discussions with the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government, and, or, his officials, and the Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and, or, his officials, in relation to the possible 
impact of the proposed wind farms across the midlands on the Irish thoroughbred industry; if 
he, or his officials, have raised any concerns regarding any possible impact on this vital indus-
try; if he will indicate that response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40963/13]

01/10/2013WRAA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland is the 
4th largest breeder of thoroughbred horses in the world, and the industry makes a significant 
contribution to rural employment and the economy generally.  I have regular contact with the 
sector and I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to its growth and development as a flag-
ship industry for Ireland, including through the development of overseas markets for the sector 
in places like China and the Gulf States.  In relation to proposed wind farms in the midlands, 
my Department has not received any representations regarding the possible impact on the Irish 
thoroughbred industry.  Neither my Department nor I have had any discussions with the parties 
referred to by the Deputy in his question in relation to this matter.

01/10/2013WRAA02950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRAA03000541. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40986/13]

01/10/2013WRAA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have ar-
ranged for an official of my Department to make direct contact with the person named to re-
solve the outstanding error on this application which relates to a forestry parcel.

01/10/2013WRAA03150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2013WRAA03200542. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son for the refusal of the agri-environment options scheme in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40991/13]

01/10/2013WRAA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28 November 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation.  Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using the pre-determined selection criteria as follows: 1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. 
Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey Partridge) as one of their selected options; 
2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land; 3. farm partnerships; 4. farmers 
who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms; 5. others based on farm 
size (again favouring smaller holdings).

The person named was a previous participant in REPS.  Based on the funding available 
farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and below were suc-
cessful.  As the farm size of the person named is 28.44, the application was unsuccessful.  On 
27 May 2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him that he was not successful and 
setting out the reasons.  The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Section.  
An appeal was received from the person named and he has been advised that his appeal was 
unsuccessful.  He has been informed of the right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office.

01/10/2013WRAA03350Animal Diseases Issues

01/10/2013WRAA03400543. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his Department has received reports of the re-emergence of warble fly during the summer 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41003/13]

01/10/2013WRAA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment investigated a suspected case of warble fly infestation in July 2013 which proved to be 
negative.  Warble fly infestation is a notifiable disease in cattle and owners and keepers of cattle 
should notify the Department if they suspect the presence of this disease in any of the cattle in 
their care.  The Department, through its network of Local Offices and Regional Veterinary Lab-
oratories, maintains the capacity to investigate suspect cases of notifiable disease and monitors 
patterns and frequencies of different diseases, including parasitic diseases in farmed animals; 
the latter is reported on an all-island annual basis and these reports are available to download 
from the Department’s website.

01/10/2013WRAA03550Harbour Authority Properties

01/10/2013WRAA03600544. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide an update on the introduction of paid parking in Howth, County Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41024/13]

01/10/2013WRAA03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The position 
is that a proposal to introduce pay-parking within the Fishery Harbour Centre at Howth has 
been under consideration for some time.  A broad and complex range of factors must be consid-
ered in coming to a decision and I am examining all aspects of the matter at present.

01/10/2013WRAA03750Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRAA03800545. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason payment of the sheep fencing grant has not issued in respect of a person (details 



Questions - Written Answers

328

supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41076/13]

01/10/2013WRAA03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant for grant-aid under the TAMS Sheep Fencing/Handling Scheme and 
has received approval to proceed with the investment works concerned.  To date, my Depart-
ment has no record of having received a payment claim in relation to the application concerned.

01/10/2013WRBB00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

01/10/2013WRBB00200546. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41093/13]

01/10/2013WRBB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,251.15 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected 
for a ground inspection which took place on 31 October 2012.  During this inspection, areas 
of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the 
Species Rich Grassland, Tree Planting and Alternative Water Source for Bovine actions which 
resulted in a penalty being incurred.  On 20 December 2012, a letter issued to the person named 
informing him of this and outlining his appeal option.  To date, there is no record of an appeal 
having been received by officials in my Department.  The application is being processed on the 
basis of the inspection findings and payment will issue shortly. 

01/10/2013WRBB00350Forestry Sector

01/10/2013WRBB00400547. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the forestry road application and tree felling licence application in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will expedite the applications. [41094/13]

01/10/2013WRBB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Forestry 
Division of my Department has no record of having received either a forestry road application 
or a tree felling licence application in respect of the above named person.

01/10/2013WRBB00550Agriculture Schemes

01/10/2013WRBB00600548. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will introduce a scheme in 2014 to replace the REP scheme for small farmers in disadvan-
taged areas whose income will substantially reduce at the end of 2013 when their current term 
ends; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41117/13]

01/10/2013WRBB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While there 
are no plans to extend the current REPS 4 Scheme I am pleased to say that the revised CAP 
2014 – 2020 gives priority to agri-environment schemes and requires that the new Rural Devel-
opment Plan must include an agri-environment scheme. The process for the introduction of new 
schemes under the new CAP is well underway.  In view of the challenges we continue to face 
in terms of the public finances, and the requirement to balance competing needs both within the 
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agricultural sector and in the economy as a whole, the government will give these matters care-
ful consideration in the context of the funding requirements when the new Rural Development 
Fund 2014/2020.

01/10/2013WRBB00750Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRBB00800549. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an update on all regulatory impact assessments carried out on Bills in his Depart-
ment since this Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41588/13]

01/10/2013WRBB00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): No Regula-
tory Impact Statements have been carried out on Bills in my Department since this Government 
took office.

01/10/2013WRBB00950Children’s Beauty Pageants

01/10/2013WRBB01000550. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she 
will take in order to prohibit the hosting of children’s beauty pageants. [40414/13]

01/10/2013WRBB01100552. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding a ban on beauty pageants for children under 16 years of age; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40526/13]

01/10/2013WRBB01200557. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
proposals to bring forward legislative measures to address the holding of pageants and beauty 
contests for children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40925/13]

01/10/2013WRBB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 550, 552 and 557 together.

I have previously stated I have serious concerns about these pageants because I see it as the 
inappropriate early sexualisation of very young children. We must defend the rights of our chil-
dren to be three, four and five years of age and we need to address issues in relation to the sexu-
alisation of children. In this regard I have previously worked with Retail Ireland to introduce 
the first guidelines on the responsible retailing of childrenswear. I note that the French Senate 
did vote recently on a possible ban on pageants but this has not and may not be fully enacted. 
I have asked my Department to further examine the current French proposal and the various 
issues relating to restricting pageants.

01/10/2013WRBB01350After-School Support Services

01/10/2013WRBB01400551. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in view of the 
fact that the pilot phase of the subsidised after-school child care scheme is now complete and 
the scheme commenced national roll-out in September 2013, the uptake there has been on the 
pilot phase of the scheme in terms of numbers; if she is on target for the allocation of the pro-
posed 6,000 places announced earlier this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[40480/13]

01/10/2013WRBB01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As part of Bud-
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get 2013 I, together with my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, announced a new 
After-school Childcare initiative targeted at low-income parents when presented with employ-
ment opportunities.  The aim of this initiative is to ensure that affordable and quality childcare 
is available to disadvantaged families when work opportunities are offered. 

Eligibility for the new After-school Childcare programme is determined by the Department 
of Social Protection and the role of my Department is to ensure that quality places are available 
for those deemed eligible for support.  My Department entered into contract with a number of 
childcare providers who expressed a willingness to make places available for the duration of  
the pilot programmes. This exercise did inform my Department of the practical issues of having 
quality childcare services in place prior to the full roll out of the national programme.

In the region of 700 childcare services have now contracted to provide places under the pro-
gramme in the school year just commenced. It is expected that further childcare services will 
opt to join the programme throughout the year and I am satisfied that the number is sufficient to 
meet the demand that was anticipated when the initiative was announced. 

The After-school Childcare initiative will require time to become established.  One of the 
target groups for the scheme is former recipients of the One-parent Family (OFP) payment.  
Separate arrangements were introduced for this group to ease their transition to the Jobseeker’s 
Allowance scheme which have reduced the need for childcare for these customers, thereby im-
pacting on demand for the After-school scheme.  Given the low uptake during the first two pilot 
phases of the initiative, the eligibility criteria are being considered by the Department of Social 
Protection in the context of the third pilot phase. As a result, it is not possible to determine how 
many places will be allocated by the end of the year.

  Question No. 552 answered with Question No. 550.

01/10/2013WRBB01650Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRBB01700553. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the arrange-
ments put in place by her Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, 
specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools and third level institu-
tions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the 
number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by her Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and, if not, the reasoning; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [40541/13]

01/10/2013WRBB01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has prepared a draft scheme under the Official Language Act which is currently awaiting ap-
proval by my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. In addition to this my 
Department was audited by Coimisinéirí Teanga for compliance with the provisions of the Offi-
cial Languages Act (specifically requirements for signage) on Thursday 26 September. Officers 
of my Department conducted a pre-audit exercise to ensure obligations are being met under the 
legislation and I anticipate a favourable audit report will issue in due course.

01/10/2013WRBB01850Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRBB01900554. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under her Department that have not 
yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [40594/13]

01/10/2013WRBB02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Child Care 
(Amendment) Act, 2007 - Sections 5-13 have not been commenced. These sections are being 
repealed by the Child and Family Agency Bill. The intent of these provisions will be incorpo-
rated by way of Ministerial Order into the new Child and Family Agency Bill.

The following Parts of the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011 have not been commenced:

-   Part 2 (excepting sections 4, 7 and 26)

-   Part 3

-   Part 5

-  Part 7 (excepting section 49)

It is my intention to commence these provisions in the near future.

The Youth Work Act was introduced in 2001 and outlines a number of structural arrange-
ments for the organisation and administration of youth work policy and provision. To date, 
Sections 2-7, 17, 18 and 24 of the Act have been commenced. In particular, Sections 17 and 
18 provide for the establishment of a National Youth Work Advisory Committee (NYWAC).  
In this regard, I appointed a new Advisory Committee with effect from 28 January 2013 for a 
period of one year.

My Department is developing a new strategy for children and young people. In keeping with 
my Department’s responsibilities for children and young people, this new five-year Children 
and Young People’s Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will com-
prehend the continuum of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle childhood, 
adolescence and early adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which policy and 
services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  

The overarching Framework will provide the basis for more detailed strategies including  a 
new youth strategy. The youth strategy will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and 
activities and in making them more responsive to meeting the needs of young people, including 
in addressing the challenge of youth employment. I am currently consulting with the NYWAC 
in this regard.  It is intended that the Youth Work Act, 2001 will be reviewed in the context of 
developing this strategy. 

01/10/2013WRBB02050EU Directives

01/10/2013WRBB02100555. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
level of compliance with European Union directives within her ministerial areas of responsibil-
ity; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present 
non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [40630/13]

01/10/2013WRBB02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are cur-
rently no fines or potential fines resulting from non-compliance with European Union directives 
within my area of responsibility. 

01/10/2013WRBB02250Foreign Adoptions
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01/10/2013WRBB02300556. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide an update on efforts to secure a bilateral adoption agreement between Ireland 
and Ethiopia; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40728/13]

01/10/2013WRBB02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Ethiopia is not 
a signatory of the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption.  In these circumstances, future adoptions from Ethiopia would require 
a bilateral agreement between Ireland and Ethiopia. The negotiation of bilateral agreements on 
intercountry adoption with states who have not ratified the Hague Convention is governed by 
Section 73 of the Adoption Act 2010 which states that “the Authority, with the prior consent of 
the Minister, may enter into discussions with any non-contracting state concerning the possibil-
ity of the Government entering into a bilateral agreement with that State.”  

The Adoption Authority delegation visit to Ethiopia in April of 2012 was an initial part of 
the Authority’s deliberations on the feasibility and suitability of entering into discussions with 
Ethiopia on a bilateral adoption agreement. The Authority forwarded a report of their visit to 
me in May 2012. The Authority has also informed me that it has asked the Irish Embassy to 
make the appropriate contacts in the Ministry of Women’s Affairs in Ethiopia with a view to 
verifying the stance of the Ethiopian authorities to entering into exploratory talks in relation to 
a bilateral agreement.  The Authority has also sought and received advice on the legal compat-
ibility of Irish adoption law with that of Ethiopia. The AAI legal advisors have considered this 
and certain clarifications are now being sought. The Authority will advise me of the position 
when all the information is available.

I am aware of the commitment and effort the Ethiopian Government is making towards rati-
fying the Hague Convention on intercountry adoption and this will be taken into account when 
considering options in regard to intercountry adoption from Ethiopia. 

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 550.

01/10/2013WRBB02550Family Support Services

01/10/2013WRBB02600558. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
criteria for selection, designated terms of service and terms and conditions regarding individual 
membership/service on the management committees of family resource centres as set down by 
the key funder, the Family Resource Agency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40052/13]

01/10/2013WRBB02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Family Sup-
port Agency is responsible for the support, promotion and development of the Family and Com-
munity Services Resource Centre Programme. The Programme provides funding and support 
to 106 Family Resource Centres (FRCs) around the country. The aim of the programme is to 
combat disadvantage and improve the functioning of the family unit. 

Family Resource Centres are governed by Voluntary Boards of Directors.  The Family Sup-
port Agency does not have specific criteria for selection or designated terms of service for the 
appointment of Voluntary Board of Directors. However, the FRCs  contract with the Family 
Support Agency states that “members of the Board of Directors should be drawn predominantly 
from the community of intended beneficiaries and shall consist of people who have first-hand 
experience of poverty and disadvantage in their own lives”. Thus, members of the community 
should be able to express an interest in representing a target group and putting themselves 
forward for nomination to the Voluntary Board of Directors. Target groups can include fami-
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lies, parents, lone parents, children, youth, teens at risk, families affected by addiction,  ethnic 
groups, people with disabilities, carers, unemployed, early school leavers, survivors of domes-
tic abuse, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities and the elderly.

Each FRC is an independent company limited by guarantee. The Articles of Association of 
the Centre outlines the terms and conditions regarding individual membership/service on the 
management committees including minimum and maximum number of members of the Volun-
tary Board of Directors. 

01/10/2013WRBB02750Health Services Staff Recruitment

01/10/2013WRBB02800559. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
an appointment has been made to the position of campus director at the Oberstown complex; 
when this appointment was, or will be made; the name and duties of the successful candidate; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [41005/13]

01/10/2013WRBB02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Dep-
uty to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 38916/13 of 19 September 2013 on this matter.  
The position is unchanged. 

The principal duties and responsibilities envisaged for the Campus Manager of the children 
detention schools in Oberstown are listed below, and were included in the information booklet 
published recently by the Public Appointments Service for this position:

-  Lead on the delivery of the vision for an integrated national detention centre for children 
and young people detained by the courts.

-  Integrated operational management of  the services and staff of the Children Detention 
Schools.

-  Development of comprehensive programmes to address offending behaviour by children 
in detention and reduce recidivism in conjunction with other stakeholder agencies.

-  Lead preparations and implementation of the operational, staff, policy and financial ar-
rangements for the effective deployment of the enhanced detention facilities which will come 
on stream from 2014 as a result of the Government approved major capital project for Ober-
stown.

-  Ensure that the policies, programmes, standards and methods applicable to the delivery of 
services are consistent with best practice, improved outcomes for children and young people, 
external regulatory requirements and are subject to ongoing review and improvement.

-  Develop and maintain effective relationships with other partner agencies to ensure effec-
tive service coordination with other health, education, social services and justice sectors.

-  Accountability for delivering service, financial and staff targets in line with annual and 
multi annual plans under an agreed accountability and management framework.

-  Responsibility for deployment of staffing resources on a cross campus basis and human 
resource management negotiations.

-  Overall responsibility for shared services and cross campus initiatives on the Oberstown 
campus (e.g. catering services, payroll, staff training, health and safety, procurement and bud-
get oversight).
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-  Implementation of a Performance Management and Development System for all grades 
within the detention schools.

-  Ensure the development of a suitable plan to implement the relevant elements of a youth 
justice strategy to which the Campus Manager shall also contribute. 

01/10/2013WRBB02950Detention Centres

01/10/2013WRBB03000560. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will publish the report (details supplied) regarding the Oberstown complex; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41006/13]

01/10/2013WRBB03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised 
that the Oberstown Board of Management is currently considering the findings of the report 
referred to by the Deputy.  This process is ongoing and it is important to ensure that this is done 
in a fair and impartial manner.  This process has taken some time due to the need to develop a 
comprehensive response to the issues raised in the report and in order to allow persons affected 
make a contribution to the process. 

I am advised that the Board of Management will be considering this issue at its October 
meeting and that it is expected to adopt a position on the issues raised in the near future. The 
Chairman of the Board has confirmed his willingness to meet with staff on the issue, after this 
process has been completed.  It is not possible to say at this stage when or in what form the 
report itself will be published.  What I can say is that I am fully committed to the provision of 
safe and secure custody for children in Oberstown and a positive and supportive work environ-
ment for all staff in this challenging area.  I expect that the outcome of this process will result 
in further steps to ensure that this is the case.

01/10/2013WRBB03150Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRBB03200561. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an update on all regulatory impact assessments carried out on Bills in her Department 
since this Government took office to date; if she will list these Bills in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [41590/13]

01/10/2013WRBB03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Regulatory Im-
pact Analyses have been carried out on the following Bills: Children Amendment Bill 2013; 
Child and Family Agency Bill 2013.  A Regulatory Impact Analysis was also carried out on 
the proposed amendment of the Child Care Act 1991 which is being included in the Child and 
Family Agency Bill.

01/10/2013WRBB03350Motorised Transport Grant Eligibility

01/10/2013WRBB03400562. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide and 
update regarding the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40382/13]

01/10/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided in June last that new statutory provisions should be established to provide indi-
vidual payments to people with severe disabilities who require additional income to address the 
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costs of their mobility needs.  An inter-departmental group, chaired by the Department of the 
Taoiseach, is working to develop detailed proposals for the operation of a new statutory scheme 
and is due to report back to Government in October. 

The Government also decided in June that payments should temporarily continue to be 
made by the Health Service Executive to those persons currently in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance for a further number of months, pending the commencement of new statutory provi-
sions, on the basis that this would prevent hardship, and, on an interim basis, alleviate stress, 
anxiety and uncertainty among a vulnerable group in society.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who have relied 
on the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant to support their independence and 
will take all of this into consideration when making a decision on future arrangements.

01/10/2013WRBB03550Voluntary Sector Funding

01/10/2013WRBB03600563. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the provision being made for 
staff employed by voluntary agencies funded by the Health Service Executive to receive public 
sector increments due over a number of years where those staff are on public sector pay scales 
and bound by public sector agreements; if the HSE makes provision for such payments in its 
allocation to those voluntary bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40383/13]

01/10/2013WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Employees of bodies funded under Section 
38 of the Health Act 2004 are public servants.  Over the next three years the salaries and  in-
crements of persons employed by such bodies will be paid in accordance with the terms of the 
Haddington Road Agreement.  Staff employed in bodies funded under Section 39 of the Health 
Act 2004 are not public servants and therefore are not party to the Haddington Road Agree-
ment.  However, the HSE is in communication with the Section 39 bodies to ensure that the sav-
ings and flexibility measures which derive from the Haddington Road Agreement are pursued 
similarly across the Section 39 sector.

01/10/2013WRBB03750Medical Card Eligibility

01/10/2013WRBB03800564. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reason persons aged 16 to 
25 years who are in receipt of social welfare allowance at the reduced rate of between €100 
and €164 are being turned down in their medical card applications because they are not receiv-
ing the full jobseeker’s amount of €188; if he will agree that medical card guidelines state that 
persons with only a social welfare income are entitled to a medical card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40396/13]

01/10/2013WRBB03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical Card and 
GP Visit Card applications are processed in accordance with the Medical Card and GP Visit 
Card National Assessment Guidelines. The Guidelines were revised and up-dated in May 2013 
and are available to access on the HSE.ie website.

The current National Assessment Guidelines state that persons aged between 16 and 25 
years may have entitlement to a medical card/GP visit card if they meet any of the following 
conditions:

-  A dependant of a person with approved medical card or GP visit card eligibility.

-  Financially independent with means that are within the current medical card/GP visit card 
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income limits. ‘Financial independence’ as it relates to persons aged between 16 and 25 is de-
fined in the National Assessment Guidelines as “... in receipt of income equivalent to or greater 
than the current income guideline for a single person living with family” i.e. €164 or more per 
week.

-  Providing GP or medical or surgical services would be the cause of ‘undue hardship’ or 
‘unduly burdensome’ on the person themselves, if financially independent, or on the person 
they are a dependant of.

Based on the above guidelines a person aged between 16 and 25, earning less than €164.00 
per week will, on application, receive a medical card or GP visit card if they are:

-  A dependant of a person holding current medical card/GP visit card eligibility, or are

-  Assessed eligible on the grounds of ‘undue hardship’/ ‘undue burden’

The current National Assessment Guidelines state that an applicant, whose sole source of 
assessable household income is a social welfare payment(s), will be granted a medical card if 
this social welfare income is in excess of the medical card income qualifying limit that applies 
to that application. This provision cannot be relied on by a person aged 16-25 receiving only 
social welfare income less than €164.00 per week as entitling them to a medical card.

General Practitioner Services

01/10/2013WRCC00200565. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the pro-
posed general practitioner follow-up care of breast cancer patients as launched by the national 
cancer control programme is not covered by the present GMS contract and that medical card 
patients may be charged by GPs for that care; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40397/13]

01/10/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Breast cancer is the most commonly diag-
nosed cancer in women in Ireland, but outcomes are good and improving.  There is a growing 
body of evidence internationally that long term hospital based clinical follow up of well women 
with a history of breast cancer is not required and confers no additional benefit to the women. 

Under the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, a general practitioner (GP) is ex-
pected to provide his/her patients who hold a medical card or GP visit card with all proper and 
necessary treatment of a kind generally undertaken by a GP free of charge.  Under this contract, 
GPs already accept clinical responsibility for their patients who have been discharged from 
consultant care back into the community.  The National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) 
has developed a follow-up care plan for women who have been discharged from out patient 
clinics following their treatment from breast cancer. This follow-up care plan is evidence-based 
and follows best international practice. The plan is aimed at patients who have completed their 
treatment, who are well, have had no recurrence after five years and continue to have a good 
outcome.  It is a plan for well women to enable them to remain healthy and is not an active 
cancer care plan.  

Health Services Issues

01/10/2013WRCC00400566. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the procedure whereby complaints to the Health Service Executive from members of the public 
are processed; the length of time it is taking to adjudicate on complaints; if any changes are 
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planned in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40419/13]

01/10/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the Health Service Executive for direct response.

Irish Blood Transfusion Service

01/10/2013WRCC00600567. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of haemachro-
matosis sufferers currently on the waiting list for venesection; the timeframe a person joining 
the list may expect to be waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40421/13]

01/10/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS) 
has commenced a new phlebotomy service for people who suffer from hereditary haemochro-
matosis. At present this involves a two year pilot programme which has been available in Dub-
lin since 19 August 2013. It is expected to be made available in Cork before the end of the year.  
People who wish to use the service must get a prescription from their GP or hospital clinic on 
an IBTS form which is available at www.giveblood.ie.  The prescription will be valid for one 
year and will provide for up to four venesections per person per year. There will be no charge 
for this service irrespective of medical entitlement or health insurance cover.  In relation to the 
specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

01/10/2013WRCC00750Sexually Transmitted Infections

01/10/2013WRCC00800568. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
was aware of the continued success of England’s national chlamydia screening programme 
for 15-24 year old sexually active persons; the actions being taken by the HSE to replicate 
this important public health programme here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40422/13]

01/10/2013WRCC00900573. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
is prepared to create an equivalent programme akin to the English national chlamydia screening 
programme and in doing so include screening for gonorrhoea; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40427/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 568 and 573 
together.

The Health Service Executive is aware of England’s National Chlamydia Screening Pro-
gramme.  To investigate the feasibility, acceptability and likely uptake of chlamydia screening 
in various settings, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, supported by the Health Re-
search Board, contracted a team of population health and other specialists from the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons in Ireland, the National University of Ireland Galway and the HSE to conduct 
a pilot study of chlamydia screening in Ireland.  This study, entitled The Chlamydia Screening 
in Ireland Pilot Study, concluded that a national opportunistic chlamydia screening programme 
would not be cost-effective in Ireland.  It would be difficult to achieve the necessary coverage 
levels to reduce the reservoir of infection in the Irish population; and recent international evi-
dence has also cast doubt on the effectiveness of population chlamydia screening.

In response to the rising rates of STIs a high level steering group was set up by my Depart-
ment to oversee the drafting of a National Sexual Health Strategy.  The Strategy will formulate 
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a strategic direction for the delivery of sexual health services.  The plan will focus on improving 
sexual health and wellbeing and address the surveillance, testing, treatment and prevention of 
HIV and STIs, crisis pregnancy, and sexual health education and promotion.  The Strategy will 
be in line with Healthy Ireland and is nearing completion.  It will be submitted to Government 
upon completion.

Sexually Transmitted Infections

01/10/2013WRCC01100569. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken by the 
Health Service Executive to ensure that the increase in chlamydia and gonorrhoea rates amongst 
the young adults here is tackled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40423/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01200570. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the Health 
Service Executive is working with the various stakeholders, general practitioners, hospitals, 
youth organisations, family planning organisations and industry involved in tacking STIs to 
agree a plan to stop the increase in these dangerous diseases; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40424/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01300571. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of women tested for 
chlamydia in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the steps being taken to increase the uptake of chlamydia 
screening among men and women including ethnic minorities and men having sex with men; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40425/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01400572. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if young adults have adequate 
access to information on sexual health testing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40426/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 569 to 572, 
inclusive, together.

The Deputy may be aware that in response to the rising rates of Sexually Transmitted Infec-
tions (STIs) a high level steering group was set up by my Department to oversee the drafting 
of a National Sexual Health Strategy.  The Strategy will formulate a strategic direction for the 
delivery of sexual health services.  The plan will focus on improving sexual health and wellbe-
ing and address the surveillance, testing, treatment and prevention of HIV and STIs, crisis preg-
nancy, and sexual health education and promotion.  The Strategy will be in line with Healthy 
Ireland and is nearing completion.  It will be submitted to Government upon completion.

In the meantime the HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme is involved in a number of initia-
tives to educate young people about how to prevent STIs.  The Programme has been running 
the “Think Contraception” campaign, a national communications campaign since 2004, which 
aims to encourage consistent contraceptive use among young people (18-25).  In 2011, in rec-
ognition of the increasing rates of STIs and the concerns expressed by professionals both within 
the HSE and in the wider community, the Programme re-developed its Think Contraception 
campaign to focus on condom use specifically with the tagline “Johnny’s Got You Covered”, as 
research has shown that condoms are the most commonly used method of contraception among 
young people and are effective in preventing unplanned pregnancy and STI infection. 

Campaign elements include television advertising, poster advertising, online advertising, 
an information leaflet in addition to a Facebook page and Twitter account.  There is an ac-
companying promotional campaign that involves the distribution of a “Protection pack” that 
includes a condom and sexual health material to young people in colleges, at music events and 
outside pubs and clubs.  Approximately 100,000 protection packs are distributed annually.  The 
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campaign website www.thinkcontraception.ie has information on all STIs and a video on how 
to use condoms correctly.  It also has a comprehensive list of STI testing services.  The website 
receives approximately 80,000 visits per year.  The Think Contraception Leaflet is distributed 
through a national network of GP surgeries and through pharmacies.  Think Contraception in-
formation resources are freely available via www.healthpromotion.ie.

The Programme has worked with the Department of Education and Skills on the production 
of a set of lesson plans to support the implementation of the Relationships and Sexuality Edu-
cation programme at senior cycle level.  The TRUST Resource, available to schools and youth 
workers since 2009, contains a 40 minute DVD, and a set of 21 lesson plans.  Two lesson plans 
focus on how STIs are transmitted and how young people can act responsibly to reduce the risks 
of contracting an STI.  It also contains a list of STI testing services that teachers can photocopy 
for young people.  The Programme also developed a website for teenagers, their parents, teach-
ers and youth workers, www.b4udecide.ie, which aims to encourage young people to delay 
early sex and to make healthy, responsible decisions about relationships and sexual health.  

In addition testing for Chlamydia and other STIs are available free of charge to all through 
the public health system.  These are provided in consultant led settings in the major urban cen-
tres in Ireland (see table below) as well as a number of GP-led clinics targeting specific risk 
groups such as men who have sex with men and sex workers.

Surveillance data of STIs are collected by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC).  
The most recent year for which annual figures are available is 2011.  Annual figures for 2012 
are currently being compiled and will be published within the coming weeks.  There were 
13,259 STI notifications in 2011, an increase of 12.2% compared with 2010.  As in previous 
years, Chlamydia was the most common STI in Ireland in 2011, accounting for 48.3% of all 
STI notifications.  Chlamydia was more frequently reported among women (53.8%) than men 
(43.1%), continuing the trend seen in previous years.  Chlamydia is most frequently reported in 
those aged 20-29 years (65.1%).  There has been a slight increase in notifications in those aged 
30 years and older since 2009.  In recent years, rates of STIs appear to be increasing.  Some of 
the increases may, however, be a reflection of better surveillance and more effective detection.  

STI screening is provided free of charge in the following sites:

County Address Target Population
Dublin GUIDE Clinic, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8

(Young Persons Only clinic on Thursdays)
Mater Hospital, Dublin 7
Women’s Health Project
Gay Men’s Health Service (GMHS) 

General
(Young People)
General
Women in prostitution
MSM/Transgender

Louth Outpatients Department, Louth County Hospital, 
Dundalk
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda

General

General
Monaghan Outpatients Department, Monaghan Hospital General
Westmeath Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, 

Co. Westmeath
General

Laois St. Fintan’s Hospital, Portlaoise, Co. Laois General
Cork South Infirmary, Victoria Hospital, Cork City

Youth Health Service, Cork City
General
General

Kerry General Hospital, Tralee, Co. Kerry General
Waterford Regional Hospital, Waterford City General
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County Address Target Population
Carlow District Hospital, Carlow General
Tipperary South Tipperary Hospital, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary 

General Hospital, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
General
General

Limerick Regional Hospital, Limerick City General
Clare General Hospital, Ennis, Co. Clare General
Galway University Hospital, Galway City

Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway 
General
General

Mayo General Hospital, Castlebar, Co. Mayo General
Sligo Regional Hospital, Sligo Town General
Donegal General Hospital, Letterkenny, Co Donegal General

Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 568.

Health Services Provision

01/10/2013WRCC01700574. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment 
regarding a hearing deficit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40428/13]

01/10/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral. The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Working Conditions

01/10/2013WRCC01900575. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the progress being made 
to reduce the number of hours worked by non-consultant hospital doctors in order to ensure 
compliance with the EU working time directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40443/13]

01/10/2013WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to achieving 
compliance with the European Working Time Directive in relation to non-consultant hospital 
doctors by the end of 2014. At my request, this year the HSE established a National Group to 
bring an urgent focus to implementation of the Working Time Directive. This Group has been 
working closely with hospitals and there has been progress in relation to a number of interim 
targets, relating to the number of doctors working more than 24 hours in a single shift and in-
stances of doctors working more than 68 hours a week. I am confident that progress will con-
tinue to be made towards the objective of full compliance.

Ireland must have sustainable arrangements to train and develop the medical workforce we 
need in order to provide safe and effective services to our population. I am therefore commit-
ted to retaining doctors who are educated and trained in Ireland within our health service, by 
providing them with clear career pathways and appropriate working conditions. In July this 
year, I set up a working group chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, President of DCU, to 
carry out a strategic review of the medical training and career structure of NCHDs with a view 
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to improving retention of graduates in the public health system. In particular, I want the group 
to set out a clear pathway for training at every level from Intern to Specialist, and to examine 
the potential for reducing the length of specialist training. I see this as a modernising initiative 
which is needed urgently. I have asked Professor MacCraith to provide an interim report to me 
by end-November 2013 and a final report by end-June 2014.

Air Ambulance Service Provision

01/10/2013WRCC02100576. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the current position regard-
ing the air ambulance service operating from Custume Barracks, Athlone; if the service will 
continue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40444/13]

01/10/2013WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Emergency Aeromedical Support (EAS) 
service was established as a joint 12 month pilot project between the National Ambulance Ser-
vice (NAS) and the Air Corps, providing dedicated aeromedical support to the NAS in the west, 
specifically where land ambulance transit times would not be clinically appropriate. The pilot 
EAS service, based in Athlone, has been reviewed by the EAS Audit and Evaluation Group, 
The evaluation included an assessment of a range of data including tasking frequency, mission 
duration and patient transport times. I have accepted the report and an inter-service group is 
now being established to examine how best to implement its  recommendations. In the mean-
time, I have agreed with my colleague, the Minister for Defence, to extend aeromedical support 
by the Air Corps to the EAS until December 2013, pending decisions on how best to proceed 
following consideration of the report’s recommendations.  

Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2013WRCC02300577. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no educa-
tional psychologist service at Cheeverstown Disability Service and, in view of the fact that the 
early intervention speech and language service has ended, if he will act urgently to reinstate 
these vital services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40446/13]

01/10/2013WRCC02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services Issues

01/10/2013WRCC02500578. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that 
a primary medical certificate will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan.  
[40456/13]

01/10/2013WRCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

Ambulance Service Provision

01/10/2013WRCC02700579. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health the services that are provided 
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by the ambulance service in transporting patients from nursing homes to private hospitals in an 
emergency situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40478/13]

01/10/2013WRCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Medical Internships

01/10/2013WRCC02900580. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that he has pre-
viously stated that the Health Service Executive has confirmed that student medical scientists 
on placement must be paid the monthly training allowance, the reason third-year biomedical 
science students in DIT have still not been paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40483/13]

01/10/2013WRCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has in the past confirmed to all 
health sector employers that Student Medical Scientists on placement must be paid the monthly 
training allowance as set out in my Department’s consolidated salary scales.  This allowance 
was approved for continued award to new beneficiaries, following the review of public sector 
allowances conducted in 2012.  The current rate payable is €813.58 per month.  The HSE memo 
dated 6 February 2013 reiterated in clear terms to hospitals that this allowance should be paid 
to all Student Medical Scientists on work placement.  As the payment of this allowance is a 
matter for the HSE in the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Executive 
for direct reply.

Speech and Language Therapy

01/10/2013WRCC03100581. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in provid-
ing speech and language therapy to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare.  [40491/13]

01/10/2013WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Card Applications

01/10/2013WRCC03300582. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the restora-
tion of a full medical card to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40493/13]

01/10/2013WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Speech and Language Therapy
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01/10/2013WRCC03500583. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate speech 
and language therapy for a child (details supplied) in Dublin 12 as their current teacher is leav-
ing; if he will ensure that there is no break in service provision; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40533/13]

01/10/2013WRCC03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

01/10/2013WRDD00200584. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the way the Fair Deal bill of 
over €29,000 was calculated in respect of a person (details supplied); if he will state whether or 
not the existing mortgage on the property was taken into account when calculating the final bill; 
if he will take a sympathetic view of families in this position; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40538/13]

01/10/2013WRDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRDD00400585. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the arrangements put in place 
by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages Act, specifically require-
ments for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institutions; details of any assess-
ments undertaken by Departmental staff to assess requirements; the number of signs assessed; 
when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the actions taken by his Depart-
ment were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, and if not the reasoning for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40548/13]

01/10/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Health has a statutory 
scheme in accordance with the provisions of the Official Languages Act 2003.  This scheme 
details the services the Department will provide through the medium of Irish and is designed 
to ensure that customers who wish to conduct their business with the Department through Irish 
can do so.  In July and September 2013, the commitments outlined in the Department’s scheme 
were audited by the Office of the Comisinéir Teanga, including commitments in relation to 
bilingual signage in the Department’s office.  The outcome of this audit is awaited.  Any neces-
sary corrective actions will be put in place.

Medical Card Reviews

01/10/2013WRDD00600586. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card keeps 
getting reviewed for a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; when the current medical 
card is due to expire; if his attention has been drawn to the significant administrative burden that 
is placed on a person every time a review takes place and a person has to submit documentation; 
if the medical card may be secured until the person’s son turns at least 18 and completes their 
secondary education; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40591/13]

01/10/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRDD00800587. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of the 
Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been commenced; if 
it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40601/13]

01/10/2013WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested is being compiled 
and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

Medical Card Delays

01/10/2013WRDD01000588. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medical 
card will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny.  [40608/13]

01/10/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2013WRDD01200589. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Execu-
tive’s intention in relation to developments at Blanchardstown Centre for Independent Living; 
the number of person’s affected by the proposals; the reason the decision was taken; if ad-
equate resolution proposals have been advanced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40612/13]

01/10/2013WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

HSE Staffing

01/10/2013WRDD01400590. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of management-
administrative staff employed in the Health Service Executive each year since 1996; the total 
staff employed in the HSE each year since 1996; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40617/13]
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01/10/2013WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
set out in the following table:

- Total WTE excl. Career Break Management/Administrative
31/12/1996 42,005.29 5,445.74
31/12/1997 44,347.10 6,015.64
31/12/1998 46,118.95 6,486.91
31/12/1999 48,116.79 7,301.03
31/12/2000 53,804.25 8,727.46
31/12/2001 59,733.75 10,359.96
31/12/2002 63,172.20 11,116.78
31/12/2003 64,673.59 11,227.35
31/12/2004 65,775.83 11,478.63
31/12/2005 67,704.37 11,908.51
31/12/2006 70,324.24 12,256.67
31/12/2007 73,461.05 12,834.69
31/12/2008 72,694.59 12,691.26
31/12/2009 71,812.06 12,534.82
31/12/2010 70,789.30 12,332.13
31/12/2011 67,722.34 11,339.32
31/12/2012 65,687.01 11,162.26
31/08/2013 64,999.63 10,976.21
Data source: Health Service Personnel Census

The methodology by which employment figures are compiled changed in 2007 and conse-
quently the year-on-year figures are not comparable.

The HSE has operated a moratorium on the filling of management/administrative posts in 
recent years, so as to focus development funds as far as possible on front-line services.  Man-
agement/administrative staff numbers have reduced by 2,176 since September 2007 - a reduc-
tion of over 16%. 

In the context of the 2013 Employment Control Framework, numbers employed in the health 
service must be further reduced.  The Incentivised Career Break Scheme which was rolled out 
in the HSE earlier this year was a targeted measure to contribute towards the reduction in em-
ployment numbers required; 78 management/administrative staff have recently been approved 
for incentivised career breaks.  The scope for release of further staff is under consideration by 
the HSE in the light of the additional hours element of the Haddington Road Agreement.  It is 
anticipated that in 2014 the HSE will introduce voluntary redundancy on a  targeted  basis to 
staff identified as surplus to requirements.

Tobacco Control Measures

01/10/2013WRDD01600591. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who died 
from smoking-related diseases in 2012; the amount of expenditure dedicated to anti-smoking 
advertisements on television in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40618/13]

01/10/2013WRDD01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): With regard to the Deputy’s query on the 
number of smoking related deaths last year, I wish to inform him that although figures are not 
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routinely collated on persons who die from smoking related diseases, it has been estimated that 
at least 5,200 people die from diseases caused by tobacco use each year.  This represents ap-
proximately 19% of all deaths. The breakdown of the 5,200 deaths is as follows: cancers 44%; 
circulatory diseases 30%; respiratory diseases 25%; digestive diseases 1%.

The health education campaign QUIT, aimed at encouraging smokers to quit, was initiated 
by the HSE in 2011. It incorporates paid media (TV, radio, bus shelters, etc.), public relations, 
online and phone support, counselling and clinics, special events and promotions, all aimed at 
the core target audience of smokers aged 25-39. The campaign has shown marked and sustained 
increases in the numbers of people seeking help to quit. As the campaign is operated directly 
by the HSE, I have referred your query on costs to the HSE for direct reply to you.  Finally, 
I am very pleased to inform the Deputy that I am due to launch the new Irish tobacco policy, 
Tobacco Free Ireland, on Thursday, 3 October. It sets out a plan to reduce the number of people 
smoking in this country to 5% in 2025.  It outlines a suite of measures to tackle the problem, 
in recognition of the fact that no one element in isolation can be effective in reducing tobacco 
consumption.

HSE Properties

01/10/2013WRDD01800592. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that a number 
of sites have been bought by the Health Service Executive and a number of sites are earmarked 
to be developed in the Dublin 12/8 area, if he will outline the HSE’s overall plan for the Dublin 
12/8 area, including Crumlin Children’s Hospital, mental heath facilities, primary health ser-
vices and so on; if he will organise that the relevant HSE officials meet with the local authority, 
local TD’s, local councillors and local representatives from community organisations in the 
area as soon as possible  [40623/13]

01/10/2013WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the healthcare property port-
folio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for direct reply.  Each of the HSE’s four administrative areas has a Regional Health 
Forum, which includes representatives from the city and county councils within that area. The 
Fora make representations to the HSE on the range and operation of health and personal social 
services in their area.  It is open to public representative members of the Fora to use this mecha-
nism to present their views to the HSE on sites to be developed.

EU Directives

01/10/2013WRDD02000593. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the level of compliance 
with European Union directives within his Ministerial areas of responsibility; the current fines 
resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present non-compliance the 
State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40637/13]

01/10/2013WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Currently, there are three infringement pro-
ceedings instigated against Ireland in the area of health because of non-compliance with EU 
Directives. These are infringement 2006/5023 re exemption of VHI from application of Direc-
tives 73/239/EEC and 92/49/EEC; infringement Nos. 2003/2135 and 2006/2083 re Council 
Directive 95/59/EC of 27 November, 1995 on taxes other than turnover taxes which affect 
the consumption of manufactured tobacco; infringement 2009/2039 re incorrect application of 
Directive 2003/88/EC on organisation of working time as regards doctors in training in public 
hospitals.  Whilst infringements proceedings are underway, no fines have issued to date.  My 
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Department is progressing matters to comply with the Directives in order to minimise the risk 
to penalties and fines.

01/10/2013WRDD02150Vaccination Programme

01/10/2013WRDD02200594. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to pro-
vide some redress and compensation for the victims of the blackleg vaccine; if his attention has 
been drawn to the distress and upset being caused due to the excessive delays in dealing with 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40644/13]

01/10/2013WRDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Blackleg is a disease of livestock which does 
not directly affect people. Vaccination against blackleg has never been part of the human vacci-
nation schedule. I am aware of allegations that blackleg vaccine may have been administered in 
error to children in State care in the 1970s as part of a clinical trial. The Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs holds responsibility for matters relating to children in care, including those 
arising from the use of children in care in clinic trials. I will raise this matter with my colleague, 
the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

HSE Properties

01/10/2013WRDD02400595. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will report the use of a 
recently bought site (details supplied); if the Health Service Executive is willing to discuss 
with the community any benefit the acquisition may have in relation to community amenities.  
[40645/13]

01/10/2013WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the healthcare property port-
folio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for direct reply.

HSE Staffing

01/10/2013WRDD02600596. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will recommend that the 
Health Service Executive Board make provision for staffing the new day case building at St. 
Joseph’s Raheny, where construction is due for completion in December 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40663/13]

01/10/2013WRDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Card Applications

01/10/2013WRDD02800597. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a full medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied). [40670/13]

01/10/2013WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
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a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/10/2013WRDD02950Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2013WRDD03000598. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny will receive an appointment for surgery.  [40683/13]

01/10/2013WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2013WRDD03200599. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a surgical ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [40719/13]

01/10/2013WRDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2013WRDD03400600. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appoint-
ment will be organised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40722/13]

01/10/2013WRDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In rela-
tion to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Medicinal Products Supply
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01/10/2013WRDD03600601. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health if negotiations 
with the manufacturers of pirfenidone, esbriet, have been concluded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40725/13]

01/10/2013WRDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has ac-
cepted the pricing and reimbursement application for Pirfenidone (Esbriet) and associated com-
mercially confidential offer made by Intermune (the market authorisation holder) and com-
menced reimbursement of the product with effect from 1st August 2013.

Medical Card Applications

01/10/2013WRDD03800602. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cavan. [40773/13]

01/10/2013WRDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/10/2013WREE00150Dental Services Provision

01/10/2013WREE00200603. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when his Department will 
put in place a mechanism to allow for the roll out of orthodontic therapists as part of the State’s 
response to reduce waiting lists for orthodontic treatment for children in accordance with best 
international practice, if he has communicated his desire to see dental therapists in place to the 
Dental Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40847/13]

01/10/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): An independent 
review of orthodontic services, commissioned by the HSE, is near completion.  The outcome of 
this review will give guidance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best possible 
model of care delivery, given the current resources available and future demand for services.  
The HSE may also consider local initiatives which may involve the use of orthodontic thera-
pists. 

Dental therapists are independent practitioners. In other jurisdictions, they would typically 
work in remote and isolated areas where there may not be access to a dentist. They have a broad 
scope of practice which includes restorations, periodontal treatment, oral hygiene treatment and 
extractions of deciduous teeth. Such independent practice is not permitted under the terms of 
the Dentists Act 1985. Accordingly, the Dental Council has not created a scheme establishing 
dental therapists as a class of auxiliary dental worker. The Dentists Act 1985 is currently under 
review.

01/10/2013WREE00350Medical Card Appeals

01/10/2013WREE00400604. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical card 
appeal in respect of a person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40849/13]
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01/10/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

01/10/2013WREE00550Child Care Services Inspections

01/10/2013WREE00600605. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of staff are employed 
in each county as child care facilities inspectors; the number of new staff that have been em-
ployed in each county by the Health Service Executive as child care facilities inspectors since 
the Prime Time Investigates entitled A Breech of Trust Exposé; in view of the fact that new leg-
islation will strengthen regulations in this sector, the number of new staff that will be employed 
to inspect these new regulations.  [40931/13]

01/10/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced, in order to meet fiscal and budgetary 
targets.  As a major employer, the health sector must make a significant contribution to this re-
duction.  This policy requires that, by the end of 2013, the health service achieves a workforce 
of 98,938 wholetime equivalents, WTEs.  The HSE may continue to recruit staff in exceptional 
circumstances, where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement and that 
this can be accommodated within the budgetary constraints and overall employment ceiling.  In 
relation to the specific issue, as this is a matter for the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs, the Deputy should raise the matter with my colleague Deputy Frances Fitzgerald.

01/10/2013WREE00750Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WREE00800606. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the total amount of capital spend-
ing incurred directly within his Department as a results of measures undertaken as part of the 
2011 Jobs Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40935/13]

01/10/2013WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There has been no capital spending incurred 
directly within my Department as a result of measures undertaken as part of the 2011 Jobs Ini-
tiative.

01/10/2013WREE00950Disabilities Services Funding

01/10/2013WREE01000607. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure 
that no further cuts are proposed to the intellectual disability budget for 2014 as they have al-
ready incurred a 16% reduction in funding and there is no longer any further scope for savings 
from efficiencies that would not impact upon front-line services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [40940/13]

01/10/2013WREE01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The level of 
funding available for the health budget and the extent of the savings required in the health sec-
tor are being considered as part of the estimates and budgetary process for 2014 which is cur-
rently underway.  Pending completion of the national estimates, budgetary and service planning 
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process for 2014 it is not possible to predict the service levels to be provided next year for the 
disability sector.

01/10/2013WREE01150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

01/10/2013WREE01200608. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when moulded seating for a new 
wheelchair will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork who is 
severely disabled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40945/13]

01/10/2013WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

01/10/2013WREE01350Disability Support Services Issues

01/10/2013WREE01400609. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when physiotherapy will be 
provided for a person (details supplied) in County Cork who is severely disabled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40946/13]

01/10/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

01/10/2013WREE01550Primary Care Centres Provision

01/10/2013WREE01600610. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
provision of a primary health care centre in Kilcock, County Kildare; the extent to which plans 
have been agreed; if agreement has been reached as to the full scale and extent of time scale 
involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40965/13]

01/10/2013WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive, HSE is work-
ing with the National Development Finance Agency, NDFA, to progress Primary Care Centre 
Public Private Partnership.  The HSE has appointed design teams and technical advisors for the 
project.  The HSE and NDFA have completed an indicative Public Sector Benchmark, PSB, 
which was presented to the Project Board for consideration of affordability in early September.

The NDFA as a centre of expertise will be responsible for the delivery of the Primary Care 
PPP programme on behalf of the HSE, including the management of the procurement phase 
and the provision of financial advice including a Value for Money assessment.  It has been re-
viewing the processes involved in procurement of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the 
process and delivering projects more quickly.  While it is not possible, at this time, to give start 
and completion dates for any of the individual 20 potential locations, the best estimate is that 
these primary care centres will be completed by late 2016.

01/10/2013WREE01750Infectious Diseases Incidence

01/10/2013WREE01800611. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the diagnosis and treatment 
facilities available for Lyme disease and if there are plans to expand these facilities; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [40985/13]

01/10/2013WREE01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since September 2011, Lyme disease has 
been a notifiable disease under the Infectious Diseases Regulations.  The standard approach to 
the treatment of Lyme Disease is to follow the guidance laid out in the Infectious Diseases Soci-
ety of America guidelines on the clinical assessment, treatment and prevention of Lyme disease.  
This is accepted as being the most up to date synthesis of best available evidence on the clinical 
management of Lyme disease and treatment of Lyme Disease is based upon this guidance.

The acute tertiary hospitals in Ireland have the diagnostic and treatment facilities and per-
sonnel for the management of Lyme disease.  In addition, a network of infectious disease spe-
cialists is available in all the major centres to provide consultative, expert advice in the man-
agement of Lyme borreliosis.  I am advised by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre that 
there were eight cases of Lyme neuroborreliosis notified in 2012.  Lyme neuroborreliosis is at 
the more severe end of the spectrum of Lyme borreliosis and as such it is possible that there 
may be more people with the milder form of the disease.  Given the numbers of cases of Lyme 
borreliosis in Ireland, I am confident that the facilities available for the diagnosis and treatment 
of the condition are commensurate with the burden which the disease imposes.

01/10/2013WREE01950Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

01/10/2013WREE02000612. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if a defibrillator will 
be fitted in a station following a serious incident (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40988/13]

01/10/2013WREE02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): While it is accepted that defibrillators should 
be placed in facilities where the incidence of cardiac arrest is likely to be high, this requires 
further assessment from a cost-health benefit perspective and also that the first responder pro-
gramme can be delivered in a safe and appropriate manner.  For this reason, a health technol-
ogy assessment is underway and this will guide how best to implement our first responder 
capacity including the requirement to provide defibrillators across many community settings.  
The Health Information and Quality Authority has agreed to undertake such an assessment.  
This will inform my subsequent decisions on the design and implementation of a national pro-
gramme and the necessary legislation which my Department will draft.

The Second Stage of the Public Access to Defibrillators Bill, which sets out the requirement 
to provide defibrillators in a range of settings and for events which have a regular attendance 
in excess of 100 persons per day, was passed in the Seanad in June 2013.  I have requested the 
Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, to undertake a health technology assessment, 
HTA, on the practical elements of the introduction of a public access defibrillation programme 
and Department of Health officials have met with HIQA to discuss the procedures around a 
HTA.  The health technology assessment has now commenced and will be concluded in 2014.

01/10/2013WREE02150Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2013WREE02200613. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when consultation 
for urgent orthopaedic surgery will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41010/13]

01/10/2013WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
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planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In relation 
to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive, HSE, 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

01/10/2013WREE02350Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2013WREE02400614. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the exact number of patients 
waiting on the bariatric surgery waiting list at St. Columcille’s Hospital/St. Vincent’s Univer-
sity Hospital, Dublin; the average waiting time for this type of surgery; the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kilkenny has been waiting 16 years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [41027/13]

01/10/2013WREE02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In relation 
to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to investigate the situation 
and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

01/10/2013WREE02550Disability Support Services Expenditure

01/10/2013WREE02600615. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the major collective effect of cuts to disability organisations (details supplied) in 
County Cork which have experienced substantial budget cuts over the past six years; if he will 
acknowledge that there is a growing gap between the demand for services and the resources 
available to meet this demand; that further cuts will cause this gap to widen even further and 
threaten front-line services such as transport and respite supports, early intervention services 
and many more; if he will provide assurances that this sector will not be subject to further cuts 
in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41036/13]

01/10/2013WREE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The level 
of funding available for the health budget and the extent of the savings required in the health 
sector are being considered as part of the estimates and budgetary process for 2014 which is 
currently under way.  Pending completion of the national estimates, budgetary and service plan-
ning process for 2014 it is not possible to predict the service levels to be provided next year for 
the disability sector.  In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, the information 
requested is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the HSE to provide the 
information it has available directly to you in relation these matters.

01/10/2013WREE02750Health Insurance Levy Issues

01/10/2013WREE02800616. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the percentage of Government 
health levy that applies to all private health insurance policies; if this levy only applies to those 
paying private health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41075/13]
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01/10/2013WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Risk equalisation is a mechanism designed 
to support the objective of a community rated private heath insurance market, whereby all cus-
tomers pay the same amount for the same health insurance policy, irrespective of age, gender or 
health status.  An effective and robust Risk Equalisation Scheme, RES, is required  in order to 
protect affordability for those who need it most.  The Health Insurance (Amendment) Act, 2012 
introduced a new permanent RES for the private health insurance market, effective from 1 Janu-
ary, 2013.  I assume that the Deputy is referring to the stamp duty applicable under RES 2013.

The Risk Equalisation Scheme provides that health insurers receive higher premiums in 
respect of insuring older people, but that older people receive RE credits equal to the amount of 
the additional premium, so that all people continue to pay the same amount for a given health 
insurance product.  These credits are funded by a stamp duty payable by open market insurers in 
respect of each insured life covered.  Each year, the Health Insurance Authority, HIA, prepares 
the Report of The Health Insurance Authority to the Minister for Health, in accordance with 
Section 7E (1)(b) of the Health Insurance Acts, 1994 – 2012.  These reports set out the HIA’s 
evaluation and analysis of information returns supplied by insurers, together with its recom-
mendations for Risk Equalisation Credits and associated Stamp Duty to apply for the following 
year.  The most recent report was produced in November 2012 in advance of the introduction of 
the current permanent scheme.

The rates that apply are not percentage based.  Instead a flat rate of €290 for lower cover 
or non-advanced plans and €350 for higher cover or advanced plans applies to all policies.  It 
is important to note that the measures contained in the RES are designed to result in no overall 
increase of premiums paid in the market.  Its purpose is to spread the risk more evenly between 
the healthy and the less healthy, as well as the old and the young and to target credits where 
they are needed most, i.e. to the older and less healthy members.  It should also be noted that 
the levy is placed on private health insurance providers for each insured individual, and not on 
the customers themselves.  Later this month, the HIA will submit its report to the Minister with 
recommendations in respect of revised Risk Equalisation Credits to apply from 1 January 2014.

01/10/2013WREE02950Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

01/10/2013WREE03000617. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the current waiting list and esti-
mate of costs for medical and surgical appliances in County Kerry; if he will itemise the vari-
ous categories and the approximate waiting time for the various items; and the total amount of 
funding available for 2013 for these appliances. [41092/13]

01/10/2013WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

01/10/2013WREE03150Hospital Staff Recruitment

01/10/2013WREE03200618. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the progress on 
filling the diabetic nursing posts to serve the area under the remit of the Galway-Roscommon 
hospitals group, the establishment of which is vital for the introduction of insulin pump therapy, 
particularly for paediatric patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [41107/13]

01/10/2013WREE03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.
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01/10/2013WREE03350Obesity Strategy

01/10/2013WREE03400619. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if, despite the opposition to such a 
measure which is driven by commercial interests and a complete unwillingness to accept the 
growing scientific and medical evidence which demonstrates that sugar, in various processed 
forms, is responsible for the substantial increase in obesity-related health problems, he is com-
mitted to introducing measures to encourage healthier eating and encourage business to reduce 
such harmful ingredients in products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41110/13]

01/10/2013WREE03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Comprehensive, multi-level approaches are 
required to address the obesity epidemic.  For this reason, I established a Special Action Group 
on Obesity, SAGO, with which I meet regularly to progress the obesity prevention agenda.  
SAGO is concentrating on a range of measures and initiatives to help reverse the growing prev-
alence of obesity in the Irish population.  Revised Healthy Eating Guidelines were launched 
in 2012 which will help inform people about the food and drink choices required for a healthy 
lifestyle and set out in plain and simple language the food servings the Irish population need 
to consume to maintain health and well-being.  A Health Impact Assessment on the health and 
economic aspects of introducing a sugar sweetened drinks tax was completed and presented to 
me.  This year, SAGO established a sub-committee to investigate and develop a range of op-
tions to support healthy eating, including considerations on high fat, high salt and high sugar 
foods and drinks from the top shelf of the food pyramid.  The report on measures recommended 
is at final draft stage and will be presented to me in the near future.

01/10/2013WREE03550Prescriptions Data

01/10/2013WREE03600620. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 906 of 11 June 2013, if he will provide an answer to the question; if he will make avail-
able the information provided to his Department by the Health Service Executive on 27 June; 
the reason for the delay in making this information available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41127/13]

01/10/2013WREE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Snapshots of the 
level of prescribing of benzodiazepines and z-drugs were taken in November 2011, March 2012 
and November 2012, and provided to all GMS GPs in February 2012, July 2012 and April 2013 
respectively.  Three pieces of information were provided to them: the prescribing frequency 
standardised for gender/panel profile of benzodiazepines and z-drugs; the number of patients 
who were presenting prescriptions for periods of more than 3, 6 and 12 months; and a pictorial 
representation of their individual prescribing against the national profile.

Where a GP asked for further information on receipt of details in February 2012, the HSE 
provided to that GP a “pharmacist reported” dispensing history over six months.  Some 74 GPs 
were over two standard deviations from the mean.  Separate communication was dispatched 
in May 2012 to four GPs who had not reverted previously to the HSE and who were over four 
standard deviations above the mean.  In relation to the snapshot of March 2012 provided to all 
GMS GPs by letter in early July 2012, the HSE also wrote separately to 16 GPs whose prescrib-
ing rate was over 3 standard deviations from the mean enclosing the dispensing records for the 
four months up to the end of May 2012.

In its most recent communication to GPs in April 2013, the HSE drew attention of the GPs 
to the value of comparing the November 2012 and 2011 snapshots, anticipating that this would 
allow individual GPs to self-audit their practice effectively in the coming months and, where 
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appropriate, make practise adjustments.  The HSE also drew attention to the number of patients 
who were newly initiated and who should be closely monitored to avoid inadvertent depen-
dence.  The HSE is considering now whether it is appropriate to engage in more targeted “face 
to face intervention” and how such primary care intervention can be effectively introduced 
within the Medicines Management Programme 

Since the initiative undertaken by the HSE, both the mean and standard deviation have re-
duced meaning that prescribers are coming increasingly in line with each other.  While there is a 
small increase in the number of individual outliers, this is possibly because a reduced mean and 
standard deviation tend to highlight individual outliers.  It is also important to note that some 
of these GPs have communicated to the HSE valid and reasonable rationales for their higher 
prescribing than their peers.

A comparison of the level of prescribing of benzodiazepines and z-drugs between Novem-
ber 2011 (when GPs were first written to) and November 2012 shows a reduction in items 
dispensed by community pharmacists of 1,427 items per quarter million patients, from 15,970 
to 14,543 items.  While it is important to remember that this is a quality prescribing initiative 
rather than a cost cutting measure, estimated savings per annum of €1.57 million were achieved.

01/10/2013WREE03750Disability Support Services Issues

01/10/2013WREE03800621. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) with a disability does not lose their transport service.  [41221/13]

01/10/2013WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2013WRFF00200HSE Expenditure

01/10/2013WRFF00300622. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of the 
hospitals under the aegis of the Health Service Executive; if he will provide a breakdown in 
tabular form of the electricity costs and other fuel types and costs, in 2010, 2011 and 2012 re-
spectively in each of these hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41225/13]

01/10/2013WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

01/10/2013WRFF00500Health Care Infrastructure

01/10/2013WRFF00600623. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health with regard to the hospitals 
under the aegis of the Health Service Executive, which have combined heat and power plants 
installed and operational; if his Department and the HSE have calculated the potential annual 
savings in electricity and heating in each HSE hospital if CHP plants were installed; and if he 
will outline his policy in relation to same [41226/13]

01/10/2013WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of healthcare infrastructure and fi-
nancial management is a service issue.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.
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01/10/2013WRFF00800Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRFF00900624. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
all regulatory impact statements carried out on Bills in his Department since this Government 
took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [41596/13]

01/10/2013WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since 2011, Regulatory Impact Assessments 
have been carried out in relation to the Bills listed in the following table. 

Name of Bill  
Public Health (Tobacco)(Amendment) Bill 2011
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012
Health (Amendment) Bill 2013

01/10/2013WRFF01100Road Safety Statistics

01/10/2013WRFF01200625. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of persons who died from traffic accidents in 2012; the amount of expenditure dedicated 
to road safety advertisements on TV in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40619/13]

01/10/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A total of 161 peo-
ple died in road traffic collisions in 2012.  Under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral 
of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road Safety Authority has responsibility 
for publicity with regard to road safety.  Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the Road Safety Authority for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 working days. 

01/10/2013WRFF01400Haddington Road Agreement Issues

01/10/2013WRFF01500626. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if em-
ployees of the Rail Procurement Agency are covered by the Haddington Road agreement; the 
discussions he has had with representatives of staff at the RPA in respect of their terms and 
conditions of employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40933/13]

01/10/2013WRFF01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Employees of the 
Railway Procurement Agency (RPA), which is a commercial state body, are not covered by 
the Haddington Road Agreement (HRA). However, this matter will have to be reviewed in 
the context of the proposed merger of the National Roads Authority (NRA) and the RPA. My 
Department has had regular engagement with the RPA in the context of the proposed merger. I 
have not had specific discussions with RPA staff on their terms and conditions of employment.

01/10/2013WRFF01700Rural Transport Programme Issues

01/10/2013WRFF01800627. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the only transport now available for the people of Killucan, 
County Westmeath is rural transport which runs on a Friday (details supplied); if he will ensure 
adequate transport is made available for this area as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [40406/13]

01/10/2013WRFF01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of 
public transport services are operational matters for the relevant transport provider in conjunc-
tion with the National Transport Authority (NTA), which is the licensing and regulatory body 
for public transport.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

01/10/2013WRFF02000Haulage Industry Regulation

01/10/2013WRFF02100628. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his policy on overheight trucks and the reason behind the derogation for overheight trucks on 
public roads to 31 October 2013; if he intends to extend the derogation beyond the set date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40488/13]

01/10/2013WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations, 
2008 sets the maximum vehicle height limit at 4.65 metres. Following a public consultation 
undertaken prior to the completion of the Regulations, it was agreed that a five year derogation 
from that limit would apply to vehicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1 November 2008. 
The derogation was introduced in order to allow a five year period within which vehicles op-
erating at heights in excess of the new statutory limit could be withdrawn from use in Ireland.  
The derogation terminates on 31st October 2013 and I have no proposals to extend it.

Question No. 629 answered with Question No. 87.

01/10/2013WRFF02400Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

01/10/2013WRFF02500630. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ar-
rangements put in place by his Department to ensure compliance with the Official Languages 
Act, specifically requirements for signage in departmental offices, schools, third level institu-
tions; details of any assessments undertaken by departmental staff to assess requirements; the 
number of signs assessed; when any corrective actions were put in place; if any or all of the 
actions taken by his Department were within the designated timeframes set out in legislation, 
and if not the reasoning for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40554/13]

01/10/2013WRFF02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With the addition 
of the Tourism and Sport functions to the Department’s portfolio, tenders were sought for exte-
rior signs for the Department’s Office buildings. A contract was placed with the lowest tenderer. 
These signs were in compliance with the Official Languages Act with appropriate prominence 
given to the Irish language.  The issue of internal signage is under constant review and is subject 
to change in keeping with any realignment of functions of divisions within the Department.  An 
Coimisinéir Teanga carried out an audit recently on two of the Department’s buildings. If the 
audit reveals any deficiencies in compliance with the Act the Department will  remedy these 
immediately. The Deputy might note that the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has 
no responsibility for schools or third level institutions.

01/10/2013WRFF02700Road Safety Issues

01/10/2013WRFF02800631. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view of the 
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increased number of road deaths compared to last year, the measures being taken to improve 
road safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40586/13]

01/10/2013WRFF02900668. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures currently being undertaken by his Department to improve road safety with particular 
reference to the increased number of deaths on Irish roads in comparison to last year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41142/13]

01/10/2013WRFF03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 631 and 668 together.  

At end September the number of fatalities on Irish roads was higher than for the equivalent 
period in 2012 and the indications are that the figures for 2013 as a whole will show an increase 
on last year. I am concerned at this increase, particularly following a period of seven years of 
continuous reduction. The Road Safety Authority and the Garda Síochána meet regularly to 
discuss the cause of collisions and the steps necessary to prevent such collisions occurring.

All stakeholders involved must continue with the effort and commitment that resulted in 
year on year reductions over the past seven years. Earlier this year, I launched the Road Safety 
Strategy 2013-2020 which identifies a total of 144 Actions to be implemented by key stakehold-
ers within the timeframes set. Implementation of these Actions will lead to a further significant 
reductions in fatalities and serious injuries on our roads.  I will take a personal interest in ensur-
ing that the Actions are implemented.

In addition to the new Strategy, I will also introduce a Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill in the 
Dáil this week. The Bill provides for adjustment of penalty points for certain offences, introduc-
es a new concept of novice driver, assists the Gardaí in determining the presence of intoxicants 
in drivers through an impairment testing system and provides for the testing for intoxicants of 
drivers left incapacitated by a road collision. The provisions of the Bill will assist in making 
our roads safer.

01/10/2013WRGG00150Legislative Process

01/10/2013WRGG00200632. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide a list of the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not 
yet been commenced; if it is intended to commence the provision in each case; if so, when; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40607/13]

01/10/2013WRGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Attached is a list of 
the Acts or specific provisions of Acts under his Department that have not yet been commenced.

Act Section Status
No. 9 of 2005
Sea Pollution 
(Hazardous Substances) 
(Compensation) Act 2005

No. 586 of 2007 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, Part 3 
and Schedule 2

My Department is currently prepar-
ing draft heads of a bill, subject to 
the obtaining of legal advice from the 
Attorney General’s Office, to provide 
for various matters, one of which is to 
amend the Sea Pollution (Hazardous 
Substances) (Compensation) Act 2005 
in order to give effect to the provi-
sions of the Protocol to the 1996 HNS 
Convention.

Aer Lingus Act 2004 Section 9
Superannuation schemes

There is no immediate intention to 
commence the provision.
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Act Section Status
Aer Lingus Act 2004 Section 2 

Repeals
Certain repeals provided for involving 
the Air Companies Act 1966 and the 
Air Companies (Amendment) Act 1969 
will not be effected as long as the State 
remains a shareholder in Aer Lingus

Tourist Traffic Act 1957 5(1) (iii) 
Unauthorised use of titles protect-
ed by the Tourist Traffic Acts

No plans to commence the provision

Tourist Traffic Act 1970 6 (d)
Unauthorised use of titles protect-
ed by the Tourist Traffic Acts

No plans to commence the provision

Tourist Traffic Act 1983 7 (4) 
Unauthorised use of titles protect-
ed by the Tourist Traffic Acts

No plans to commence the provision

RSA Commercial Vehicle 
Roadworthiness Act 2012

Sections 36, 43, 44(a) and (b) and 
45

It is intended to commence both 
Sections as soon as it is practicable

Road Traffic Act 2010 Sections, 11, 32, 34 to 54 
inclusive, 75 and 82

It is intended to commence both 
Sections as soon as it is practicable

The Merchant Shipping 
Act 2010

Section 87 
Section 87 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 2010 enables the 
Minister for Transport to make 
regulations to fulfil the State’s 
commitments in relation to the 
merchant shipping aspects of the 
Maritime Labour Convention for 
Irish ships and seafarers working 
on those ships

It is proposed to commence the section 
on entry into force of the Convention 
for Ireland

Harbours Act 1996 Section 88 (5) and Section 88 (6) Yet to be commenced. It is intended to 
commence both Sections as soon as it is 
practicable

Aviation Preclearance 
Act 2009

Section 19 It is intended to commence this provi-
sion in the near future.

Dublin Transport 
Authority Act 2008

Section 61 (Road User informa-
tion system)  

There are no plans to commence these 
sections

Dublin Transport 
Authority Act 2008

Section 114 (disposal of CIE 
property) 

There are no plans to commence these 
sections

Dublin Transport 
Authority Act 2008

Section 17(22) Appointed day for 
establishment of National Trans-
port Authority Advisory Council. 

There are no plans to commence these 
sections

Taxi Regulation 
Act  2003 

Section 35  Appeal against refusal 
to grant, suspension or revocation 
of licence 

The provisions of these sections are 
now contained in the Taxi Regulation 
Bill 2012 and will be commenced once 
this legislation is enacted.

  Section 36 Mandatory Disquali-
fication for holding licence on 
conviction of certain offences 

The provisions of these sections are 
now contained in the Taxi Regulation 
Bill 2012 and will be commenced once 
this legislation is enacted.

01/10/2013WRGG00350EU Directives

01/10/2013WRGG00400633. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of compliance with European Union directives within his ministerial areas of responsibil-
ity; the current fines resulting from non-compliance and potential fines resulting from present 
non-compliance the State is or may be exposed to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[40643/13]

01/10/2013WRGG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The European 
Commission has initiated five infringement proceedings on compliance aspects or incomplete 
transposition of EU Directives that fall within the remit of my Department.  Officials from 
my Department are continuing to liaise with the European Commission on these cases with a 
view to addressing the issues raised by the Commission. There is no case where the European 
Court of Justice fines are currently being paid.  Additionally, my Department has one direc-
tive (2013/15) on technical aspects of directives on free movement of goods that needs to be 
adapted following the accession of Croatia on 1 July 2013. This is under review in the Depart-
ment at the moment.

  Question No. 634 answered with Question No. 87.

01/10/2013WRGG00650State Bodies Issues

01/10/2013WRGG00700635. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Iarnrod 
Éireann has filled the 20 additional revenue protection officer posts; if not, the number of posts 
that have been filled to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40713/13]

01/10/2013WRGG00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

01/10/2013WRGG00850Tourism Promotion

01/10/2013WRGG00900636. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Tourism 
Ireland plans to open any new tourism offices in the North American region; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [40714/13]

01/10/2013WRGG01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tour-
ism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

  Question No. 637 answered with Question No. 63.

01/10/2013WRGG01150Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRGG01200638. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son the bus station office in Killarney does not open on a Saturday or Sunday; if he will consider 
restricted opening hours on these days to facilitate this busy tourist town; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40798/13]

01/10/2013WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Bus Éireann.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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01/10/2013WRGG01350Haulage Industry Regulation

01/10/2013WRGG01400639. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will confirm the derogation for overheight trucks on public roads here will not be extended be-
yond 31 October 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40802/13]

01/10/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations, 
2008 sets the maximum vehicle height limit at 4.65 metres. Following a public consultation 
undertaken prior to the completion of the Regulations, it was agreed that a five year derogation 
from that limit would apply to vehicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1 November 2008. 
The derogation was introduced in order to allow a five year period within which vehicles op-
erating at heights in excess of the new statutory limit could be withdrawn from use in Ireland.  
The derogation terminates on 31st October 2013 and I have no proposals to extend it. 

01/10/2013WRGG01550Commercial Rates Issues

01/10/2013WRGG01600640. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will support a change in the legislation regarding rates paid by sports clubs and organisations, 
particularly in view of the recent substantial increase in rates paid by two national stadiums, 
namely, Croke Park and the Aviva Stadium, as this money could be better used by these clubs 
to facilitate and promote sport in local areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40857/13]

01/10/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have been 
informed by the IRFU, FAI and GAA that the new valuations issued by the Valuation Of-
fice for Croke Park and the Aviva Stadium indicate that there will be a significant increase in the 
rates payable on each of the venues.  Any increase in rates payable is a direct cost to the sporting 
organisations and would have a direct impact on the funding available to deliver sports in clubs 
and communities around the country. In that regard I have therefore outlined my concerns to the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in the context of the Valuation (Amendment) Bill.

01/10/2013WRGG01750Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2013WRGG01800641. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
amount of capital spending incurred directly within his Department as a result of measures 
undertaken as part of the 2011 Jobs Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[40936/13]

01/10/2013WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As part of the Gov-
ernment’s Jobs Initiative in 2011, my Department re-allocated €75 million of its Capital budget 
as follows:-

County Councils were provided with an additional €60 million in 2011 for regional and lo-
cal roads. This funding was provided under the Restoration Improvement Programme. The in-
vestment was to help address the backlog of surface restoration and road reconstruction works 
on our regional and local road network, allowing projects previously planned for 2012 to be 
carried out that year.

Additional investment of €15m under the Smarter Travel heading was allocated towards 
local, labour intensive projects such as construction of cycle paths, pedestrian routes, traffic 
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management systems and low cost safety measures.

01/10/2013WRGG01950The Gathering Revenue

01/10/2013WRGG02000642. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which The Gathering has been utilised as a means of promoting tourism directly; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [38439/13]

01/10/2013WRGG02100665. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which The Gathering has been a catalyst for the promotion of the tourism sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41139/13]

01/10/2013WRGG02200666. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which the economic benefit generated by The Gathering has been quantified; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41140/13]

01/10/2013WRGG02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 642, 665 and 666 together.

I am pleased to report continued good progress on the Gathering Ireland 2013 - Ireland’s 
biggest ever tourism initiative. The overall target is to attract at least 325,000 extra overseas 
visits to Ireland in 2013. If this target is achieved, it will generate an additional €170 million in 
revenue this year, based on historic spending patterns. Recent figures from the CSO show that 
we are well on target to surpass this target. For the eight month period between January and 
August, there was a 6.5% increase in the number of overseas visits to Ireland compared with 
the corresponding period of 2012. All of our main overseas markets grew in this period with 
visit numbers from Great Britain up by 3.7%; visits from Mainland Europe up 4.8%; visits from 
North America up 16.5% and visits from other long-haul markets up by 11.3%.

The general response from the public and tourism stakeholders has been overwhelmingly 
positive. There are now almost 5,000 individual events confirmed on the Gathering website. 
These include clan gatherings, festivals, special sporting events and concerts taking place all 
across the country.

Obviously the ambitious targets for overseas visits and associated revenue could only be 
achieved if people in our main source tourism markets were aware of the initiative. Tourism Ire-
land undertook a major consumer campaign to promote The Gathering to the people across the 
world that feel linked by family, friends or otherwise with Ireland. The agency also undertook 
co-operative activity with the major airlines and ferry operators to highlight the value fares on 
offer.

While we have very much targeted this year, I have no doubt that the pay-off for participa-
tion will have longer term positive consequences with many of the events developing into an-
nual traditions and creating on-going connections with other parts of the world. The Gathering 
2013 project advisory board has been working with the Gathering 2013 team and the tourism 
agencies on securing the legacy of the Gathering 2013, to ensure the good work being achieved 
is continued, and that the outcome of the Gathering continues to have lasting positive benefits.

  Question No. 643 answered with Question No. 64.

01/10/2013WRGG02450Sports Capital Programme Applications
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01/10/2013WRGG02500644. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to any possible funding opportunities for a project (details sup-
plied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40964/13]

01/10/2013WRGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Funding for capital projects in sport is made through the Sports Capital Programme. No 
decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Programme.  
Any future rounds of the Programme will be advertised in the national press.  Any interested 
group should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this will be the only way to apply 
under any future rounds of the Programme.  There is no record of an application for funding 
having been made in respect of this project under the last round of Sports Capital Programme 
in 2012.

01/10/2013WRGG02650Tourism Industry Issues

01/10/2013WRGG02700645. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he or 
Department officials have had any discussions with Ministers or officials of other Departments 
on the possible impact a proliferation of wind farms may have on the tourism industry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [40978/13]

01/10/2013WRGG02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
and I work closely with other Government Departments to consider all policies which could 
potentially affect the tourism industry. In this regard, officials from my Department are repre-
sented on relevant inter-Departmental groups including the National Landscape Strategy Steer-
ing Committee, under my colleague, Jimmy Deenihan T.D., Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.  In addition, Fáilte Ireland is a prescribed body under Planning and Development 
legislation for all planning applications which may have a significant impact from a tourism 
perspective. In 2007, in order to inform tourism policy on wind farm developments, Fáilte Ire-
land undertook significant research amongst both overseas and domestic visitors, to determine 
visitor attitudes towards wind farms. This research was repeated again in 2012 to determine any 
changes in visitor attitudes over that period. This research is about to be published as a position 
paper by Fáilte Ireland, and allows an evidence based approach to be taken to the evaluation of 
wind farm applications in Ireland by the National Tourism Development Authority.

Finally, I, along with Minister Ring, launched of a public consultation on tourism policy on 
11th September 2013. This review of tourism policy is designed to give tourism stakeholders 
an opportunity to comment on all matters of relevance to the future development of the Irish 
tourism sector.

01/10/2013WRGG02850Sporting Events

01/10/2013WRGG02900646. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details on the value of sporting events to Dublin and other major cities and towns across 
the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40982/13]

01/10/2013WRGG03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Sports events are 
of enormous value to the area where they take place.  Not only do such events generate revenue 
and boost the economy, but they also help to support and create jobs.  Examples of some re-
cent sports events which brought substantial amounts of overseas visitors and their contribution 
to the local economy include the Emerald Isle Classic American football game between Notre 
Dame and Navy in 2012 which brought 35,000 fans to Dublin and was estimated by the or-
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ganisers to have generated an economic benefit of around €100 million and helped to increase 
business at hotels, restaurants, shops and golf courses.

The 2011 Six Nations matches against France and England generated €35 million according 
to the Dublin Chamber of Commerce.  In 2007, the Ireland versus England Six Nations Rugby 
Championship fixture generated between €83 million and €89 million. It was also estimated 
that the Munster Heineken Cup quarter-final match against Ospreys in Thomond Park Stadium, 
Limerick in April 2009 generated €10.5 million for Limerick city and the surrounding region.

Other events which are expected to greatly benefit sports tourism in Ireland include the start 
of the Giro D’Itialia cycle race, which is being co-hosted with Northern Ireland over three days 
in May 2014, and the American Football game in 2014 between Penn State and the University 
of Central Florida.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be priori-
tised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland. The hosting of major sports events 
can provide a great showcase for Ireland, drive international visitor numbers and the media 
coverage of sports tourism events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a holiday desti-
nation.

01/10/2013WRGG03050Tourism Industry Issues

01/10/2013WRGG03100647. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
give a commitment the tourist information office in Adare, County Limerick, will not be down-
graded.  [41016/13]

01/10/2013WRGG03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The management 
of the Tourist Information Office network is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. Therefore I 
have referred the Deputy’s Question to them for further information and direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days

01/10/2013WRGG03250Driving Licence Issues

01/10/2013WRGG03300648. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a per-
son (details supplied) in County Tipperary who has held a licence since 1989 is entitled to have 
a trailer towing E category added to their B licence in view of the fact that they are a full-time 
farmer.  [41042/13]

01/10/2013WRGG03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will 
appreciate that I cannot comment on individual cases.  I can however explain the general policy 
considerations at issue.

Prior to 1989, a person holding a licence to drive a car was entitled to tow trailers.  A change 
to regulations in that year introduced new categories of licence, including the categories B and 
BE. Category B was for a car alone or with a trailer up to 750 kg design gross vehicle weight, 
and BE for a car with a trailer of up to 3,500 kg design gross vehicle weight.

A driver who held a car licence in 1989 could retain the entitlement to tow trailers by ticking 
boxes for both categories at their next renewal date.  It appears that some drivers, unwittingly, 
did not apply to have the trailer category added to their licences at renewal time, and as a result 
lost their entitlement to tow trailers. I have received a number of representations from different 
parties on this subject.
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I have agreed with the Road Safety Authority (RSA), that category BE will be added to the 
licence of those drivers who can provide proof that they held this entitlement prior to 1989.  I 
understand that the proof required can be obtained from the Motor Tax Office that issued the 
licence.  Where proof is not available, the RSA will accept a sworn affidavit from the licence-
holder indicating that he/she held a Class C licence prior to 1989. The offer to add the trailer 
category will be available for a limited period to be determined by the RSA.

01/10/2013WRGG03450Sports Capital Programme Administration

01/10/2013WRGG03500649. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
sports capital grants will become available; and when may interested groups begin submitting 
their interest in same.  [41077/13]

01/10/2013WRGG03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): No decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital 
Programme.  Any future rounds of the Programme will be advertised in the national press.  Any 
interested group should register on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this will be the only way 
to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

Question No. 650 answered with Question No. 63.

Tourism Promotion

01/10/2013WRHH00200651. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
report on the progress of the Wild Atlantic Way tourism initiative, which markets are being tar-
geted specifically and if he will report on the engagement between Fáilte Ireland and the local 
tourism related business owners and communities along the route concerned. [41114/13]

01/10/2013WRHH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

Vehicle Clamping

01/10/2013WRHH00400652. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the pro-
posed Regulation of Vehicle Immobilisation Bill will contain a provision to take into account 
that land owners, such as those operating a mobile home/camping site, for example, have used 
clamping as a means of security and safeguarding the safety of staff and customers alike; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [41118/13]

01/10/2013WRHH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In line with the 
commitment contained in the Programme for Government to “legislate to regulate the vehicle 
clamping industry”, the Government, in March 2013, approved the Heads of a Regulation 
of Vehicle Immobilisation Bill. This followed an extensive consultation with the then Joint 
Oireachtas Committee for Environment, Transport, Culture and the Gaeltacht.  The Bill is cur-
rently being drafted in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and I propose to publish it and 
introduce it in the Oireachtas soon after this process is completed. In general, the Bill will pro-
vide safeguards both for those operating a clamping regime and those vehicles that are clamped. 
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01/10/2013WRHH00550Haulage Industry Regulation

01/10/2013WRHH00600653. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will confirm that the derogation in respect of overheight trucks and other vehicles on public 
roads here will not be extended beyond the set down expiry date of 31 October 2013; from that 
date that a maximum height for a vehicle will be 4.65 metres; the measures that will be taken to 
ensure that the limit will be enforced once the derogation expires; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41119/13]

01/10/2013WRHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Statutory Instru-
ment 366 of 2008 - Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 
2008 set the maximum vehicle height at 4.65 metres. Following public consultation undertaken 
prior to the completion of the Regulations, it was agreed that a five year derogation from that 
limit would apply to vehicles registered, licensed or in use prior to 1 November 2008. The dero-
gation was introduced to allow a five-year period within which vehicles operating at heights in 
excess of the new limits could be withdrawn from use in Ireland. I have no proposals to extend 
the derogation beyond 31st October 2013.  Enforcement of all other Road Traffic legislation is 
a matter for An Garda Síochána.

  Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 72.

  Questions Nos. 655 to 657, inclusive, answered with Question No. 62.

  Question No. 658 answered with Question No. 72.

Public Transport Issues

01/10/2013WRHH00800659. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the public transport sector continues to remain competitive with the emphasis 
on the provision of a readily available customer friendly transport system in line with best prac-
tice throughout Europe; if he envisages any improvement in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41133/13]

01/10/2013WRHH00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government’s 
programme for the funding of capital projects to 2016 is set out in the Infrastructure and Capi-
tal Investment 2012-16: Medium Term Exchequer Framework. Due to the overall reduction in 
funding for transport infrastructure the priority to 2016 is to protect investments made to date 
and to maintain safety standards.  The limited funding available over and above this priority 
will only be provided for projects which are affordable, meet overall transport objectives and 
deliver the best return in terms of economic recovery and job creation. Moreover the ability to 
operate profitably and without the need for any subsidy would also be a key consideration for 
any new projects.

In the past 2 years exchequer funds in excess €440m has been provided to all three compa-
nies and continued investment in the region of €170m has been allocated for 2013.  The priority 
for our public transport network must aim for a better return from the existing public transport 
system, through targeted investment, better use of existing resources and by using smart tech-
nology to make public transport more responsive and user friendly.

The Irish Rail allocation includes a significant level of funding for railway safety and main-
tenance (€90m for RSP in 2013).  In addition to safety related works Iarnród Éireann is under-
taking infrastructural works to improve journey times such as removing or upgrading level-
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crossings, providing automated ticketing machines, improving station facilities - all of which 
contribute to making the railway more competitive and attractive to passengers.

The funding for the NTA includes provision for a rolling renewal programme for the PSO 
bus fleet. Bus is still the key public transport mode and it is important we have a reliable and 
efficient fleet with a reasonable average age.  My Department has also provided funds in both 
Dublin and the regional cities to promote sustainable travel including further developing QBCs, 
improving rail and bus stations, bus stops and shelters and also to improve the accessibly of 
public transport.

Through the NTA, my Department is also funding the use of smart technology to make pub-
lic transport easier to access and more reliable for the user.  Significant progress has been made 
with the Leap card, Real Time Passenger Information, the National Journey Planner which 
maps all public transport services across the country. The NTA will continue to progress these 
consumer friendly initiatives which make using public transport attractive.

I would also refer the Deputy to my response to priority question no. 60 answered today 
which sets out the future approach to direct award contracts of Public Service Obligation ser-
vices and tendering of certain services.

Aviation Issues

01/10/2013WRHH01000660. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which air passenger transport to and from this country is competitive, accessible, 
customer friendly and readily available; if any particular issues have been noted as requiring 
attention in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41134/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01100661. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which air commercial transport to and from this country is competitive, accessible, 
customer friendly and readily available; if any particular issues have been noted as requiring 
attention in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41135/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01200662. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which he may quantify the economic benefit of the ready availability of a cost-
effective, competitive, efficient and accessible air and sea commercial and passenger transport; 
the degree to which this may contribute to economic recovery over the next five years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41136/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 660 to 662, inclusive, together. 

As one of the most open economies in the world, transport services to and from the country 
for both people and goods are of vital importance. In that regard I am happy to say that Ireland 
is very well served by both air and sea links.  As the Deputy will be aware, this was a particu-
larly important year for Irish tourism with The Gathering Ireland 2013 still underway. Improved 
value for money across all sectors, better air access and The Gathering have all combined to 
give us an excellent year for inbound tourism. Latest figures published by the CSO show a 6.5% 
rise in overseas visits to Ireland for the first eight months of 2013.

In terms of air transport there is a competitive market for air services in and out of the 
country. Ireland benefits from a wide range of air connections, both short and long haul. In ad-
dition to the two main Irish airlines, Ryanair and Aer Lingus, the country is also served by the 
big three European network carriers, all four of the big US international airlines, both Emirates 
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and Etihad from the UAE and many other smaller airlines. New routes are being announced 
on a regular basis by both Irish and international airlines.  Passengers also benefit from the EU 
passenger rights legislation, which is currently in the process of being updated and improved.

In terms of economic benefits the aviation sector contributes approximately €4.1 billion to 
Ireland’s GDP and supports over 26,000 jobs. Despite the challenges of recent years the indus-
try continues to perform strongly but it is important that there is a clear policy framework in 
place to facilitate its continued development and optimise the contribution the sector can make 
to the economy. To that end aviation policy review is currently underway with a view to the 
publication of a new aviation policy next year.

In relation to sea transport the market offers a diverse range of viable maritime links in and 
out of the State. There are currently six shipping lines providing passenger services, with ap-
proximately 500 sailings weekly between Ireland and Britain and continental Europe, depend-
ing on the time of year. All ferry companies servicing these routes are commercial companies 
and, as such, their services are market driven. 

The Irish ferry market is a very important element of the Irish tourism transport network. 
While the vast majority of our overseas visitors arrive in Ireland by air, research has shown 
that visitors coming to Ireland by car are very important to our tourism industry as they tend 
to stay longer, they tend to tour around more (with consequential benefits for regional tourism) 
and they tend to spend more than those arriving by air. Accordingly, the state tourism agencies 
have continually targeted this segment. Figures from the Irish Maritime Development Office 
(IMDO) for the first quarter of 2013 show that  ferry passenger numbers travelling to and from 
Ireland increased by 4%  when compared to the corresponding period last year and tourist car 
numbers increased by 1%.

Competition in the ferry sector is encouraged and I expect services to develop and expand 
to meet any increased market demands in the future.  In the past, operators have responded 
to market developments and increased capacity, when required. My Department through its 
agency, the IMDO, works closely with all existing operators and continues to promote Ireland 
as a location for new services. 

Ireland is also heavily dependent on ports for trade. Most of Ireland’s merchandise imports 
and exports of goods are still transported by sea. It is important to ensure that competition in 
the Irish ports sector is working well because competition drives efficiency and service quality, 
both of which are key determinants of national competitiveness. The Competition Authority are 
currently finalising their market study of competition within the ports sector and they estimate 
that sea-borne freight accounts for 84% of Ireland’s trade in volume and 62% in value terms. 
Many of Ireland’s major exporting sectors - for example, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and food 
- are heavily reliant on sea transport. Irish shipping and port activity rose by 11% in the second 
quarter of 2012, according to the latest figures published by the IMDO.

Additionally our new National Ports Policy, published in March, clearly identifies Ireland’s 
Ports of National Significance. It is the Government’s expectation that these ports will lead the 
response of the Irish ports sector to future national port capacity requirements and continue to 
play an important role in Ireland’s economic recovery.

Aviation Issues

01/10/2013WRHH01400663. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which discussions continue to take place in regard to the future structure of commer-
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cial and air passenger transport; the respective roles for Ryanair and Aer Lingus in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41137/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01500664. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
preferred options for the future operation of Ryanair and Aer Lingus with particular reference to 
their respective shareholding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41138/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 663 and 664 together.

The aviation industry is a key enabler of economic growth and Government policy is aimed 
at facilitating the industry’s continued development.  As an island, Ireland’s international con-
nectivity with our trading partners is particularly important.  Historically, the policy has been 
in favour of having at least two major Irish airlines competing with each other.  This policy has 
served us well and the competitive dynamic between Aer Lingus and Ryanair has been good 
for Irish consumers and Irish connectivity. The Government wants to see continued vibrant 
competition in the market and does not believe that a merger of Aer Lingus and Ryanair would 
help achieve this.

However, increasing consolidation in the airline industry, both in Europe and globally, is 
likely to have implications for Irish airlines and indeed the number of foreign airlines operating 
in the Irish market in the future.  This issue is one of the many issues raised in the consultation 
document issued by my Department in the context of the review of aviation policy that is cur-
rently underway.  A total of 74 submissions have been received in response to the consultation 
document from a wide range of interests.  The submissions are being reviewed and the inten-
tion is that a draft aviation policy statement will be issued before the end of the year, which 
will provide a further opportunity for stakeholder input before the adoption of the new policy 
document in early 2014. 

  Questions Nos. 665 and 666 answered with Question No. 642.

Marine Safety

01/10/2013WRHH01700667. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures that are currently being taken to improve and promote safety at sea; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41141/13]

01/10/2013WRHH01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland’s maritime 
safety agenda is constantly being developed in line with developments across the maritime sec-
tor, including internationally recognised safety conventions, safety standards, codes of practice, 
and in the on-going undertaking of ship surveys and inspections. Other commitments by my 
Department include chairing the Marine Safety Working Group which addresses a range of 
marine safety issues and participation in the Working Group on Safety, Training and Employ-
ment in the Fishing Industry.  There have been a number of recent activities to raise safety 
awareness, including a Safety on the Water TV Ad Campaign, a number of Search and Rescue 
Demonstrations by the Coast Guard around the country, visits to schools and the launch of a 
new wrist band campaign for children, which provides contact information should they get lost.  
The priority for the remainder of this year will be the drafting of a Maritime Safety Strategy, 
which I announced earlier in the summer. The Irish Maritime Administration, which comprises 
all the maritime functions of my Department, has been tasked with setting out the framework of 
the new strategy in a consultation paper to be published by year end.  Its central objective will 
be to create a culture of safety at sea by building a deeper awareness of the  measures we, as the 
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public, the industry and the State can take to tackle risks together.

  Question No. 668 answered with Question No. 631.

01/10/2013WRHH01875Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

01/10/2013WRHH01900669. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on all Regulatory Impact Statements carried out on Bills in his Department 
since this Government took office to date; if he will list these Bills in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [41601/13]

01/10/2013WRHH02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is available in the attached table.

Name of Bill Update on RIA
Regulation of Vehicle Immobilisation Bill 
2013

The RIA has been completed and will be 
published on the Department’s website in 
due course.

Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill 2011 The RIA has been completed and was 
published on the Department’s website

Road Safety (Commercial Vehicle 
Roadworthiness) Bill 2011

The RIA has been completed and was pub-
lished on the Department’s website

Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill 2013 The RIA was completed in 2013 and will be 
published on the Department’s website in 
due course.

Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 The RIA was completed for this Bill which 
is at Report Stage in Dáil on Wednesday 
2nd October. 

Road Transport Bill 2011 The RIA was published on DTTAS website 
in December 2010

Sport Ireland Bill 2013 The RIA has been completed and will be 
published on the Department’s website in 
due course.

Roads (Amendment) Bill 2013 The RIA has been completed and will be 
published on the Department’s website in 
due course


