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Questions Nos. 1 to 19, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 20 to 48, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 49 to 56, inclusive, answered orally. 

Ash Dieback Threat

24/09/2013WRB0040057. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress to date in controlling the Ash dieback disease from spreading further across the 
State; and if he will provide a breakdown of the numbers and locations of any further outbreaks 
of the disease since July 2013. [39151/13]

24/09/2013WRB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The serious 
issue of Ash dieback has been raised on several occasions in this house and I must report that it 
continues to be of major concern to my Department. 

The disease is relatively new to science and has spread rapidly in continental Europe over 
the past 10 years and is now widespread in several countries, including parts of Great Britain 
where it was first detected in 2012.  Special national legislative measures were introduced in 
November 2012 under the Destructive Insects and Pest Acts 1958 and 1991 to regulate the im-
port of ash seed, plants and wood.  Similar legislation was introduced in tandem by Northern 
Ireland and in Great Britain.

Following confirmation of a finding of the disease in Ireland in October 2012 (on plants 
imported from continental Europe), a major winter survey of Ash plantations was undertaken, 
focusing on trees planted between 2008  and 2012.  Following this survey further findings of 
the disease have been confirmed.  The survey has now been broadened to an ongoing growing 
season survey of ash planted over a much wider period.  In addition to the plantation survey, 
my officials are also surveying hedgerows, nurseries, roadside, landscape and farm plantings. 

There have been a total of 96 confirmed findings located throughout the country.  Of these, 
11 were confirmed since July of this year.  3 of these most recent confirmations were in forestry 
plantations, 1 was in a horticultural nursery, 1 was located on a farm and the remaining 6 were 
in roadside plantings.  

In terms of controlling the disease, arrangements have been put in place to remove all ash 
trees from the 39 forest sites where the disease has been confirmed and from the associated 
sites where trees from the same infected batches have also been planted.  Eradication is also 
being carried out under Departmental supervision at the 57 non-forest locations (i.e. roadsides, 
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horticultural nurseries, garden centres, AEOS/REPS farms and private gardens). 

In addition to the 39 forest plantations that to date have tested positive there are 161 addi-
tional associated forest sites that were planted with ash from the same batches of trees, a total 
therefore of 200 sites that require clearance.  Forest Service has worked with the forestry con-
tractors, the IFA and the landowners to ensure as smooth a process as possible.  

Finally, in March of this year the Department launched a reconstitution scheme to help for-
est owners participating in afforestation schemes who have been  affected by Ash dieback.  A 
grant of up to a maximum of €1,500 per ha is available to cover the cost of clearing the site.  
Additional funding is also available to cover the cost of replanting with an alternative species.  
So far 169 applications have been received for support under this scheme.

Equine Passports

24/09/2013WRB0060058. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
he has taken to date to deal with the identification of horses; the progress made to date on this 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39541/13]

24/09/2013WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The iden-
tification and registration of equidae is governed by EU Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 
90/427/EEC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 of 6 June 2008.  Regulation 
504/2008, in effect since 1 July 2009, provides that an equine animal cannot be admitted to the 
food chain if it has not been identified within six months of the date of its birth, or by the 31st 
of December in the year of its birth, whichever date occurs later.  It also provides that all equine 
animals registered from 1 July 2009 must be identified with a passport and a microchip.

The EU legislation has been transposed into national legislation via S.I. No. 357 of 2011 - 
European Communities (Equine) Regulations 2011 (as amended).  Amendments to this legisla-
tion strengthened the powers of the Minister in relation to approval of a passport issuing body, 
prosecutions, offences on forgery or tampering with a passport.  Moreover provision was made 
for the withdrawal of a passport in the event of doubts on the reliability of a passport and issue 
of a new passport.  My Department is currently in the process of drafting a new comprehensive 
Statutory Instrument to provide for further enhancement of the powers of the Minister. 

A central equine database has been established on the Animal Identification and Movement 
[AIM] system which already contained data on cattle, sheep and pigs.  The central equine data-
base is now used to supplement the checks carried out by Department staff in slaughter plants, 
in particular to check that horses presented for slaughter are correctly identified and eligible for 
the food chain.  Aside from the usual veterinary checks, the passport of an animal presented for 
slaughter is examined to ensure eligibility for the food chain, absence of evidence of tampering 
and that the markings recorded on the passport match the animal.    

Furthermore in association with the introduction of a requirement for registration of horse 
premises, the database is interrogated to check whether a horse presented for slaughter has orig-
inated in registered premises while keepers from outside the State are accommodated through 
the use of a generic herd number.  In addition, there has been an increase in enforcement of 
legislation relating to the identification of equines at sales, marts, fairs etc, and I acknowledge 
the successful collaboration between other agencies and my Department in this area.

I announced in March that I would like to see the establishment of a single Passport Issuing 
Organisation.  The EU Commission is currently drafting new legislation to facilitate this devel-
opment.  However, since the new legislation involves co-decision by the Council and the Euro-
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pean Parliament, it will be some time before this legislation is adopted.  I will move to the final 
stage in the establishment of a single Passport Issuing Agency once EU legislation provides me 
with the required legal basis.  In the meantime, the EU Commission has published proposals for 
a new regulation designed to enhance the controls on passports.  I expect that this proposal will 
be adopted by the relevant EU Committee shortly.

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to main-
tain ongoing vigilance in relation to official controls on the identification of horses.

Forestry Grants

24/09/2013WRB0080059. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications on hand for planting grants and premiums to plant forestry; the num-
ber of these on hand for more than three months, six months, nine months, 12 months and 15 
months; the reason for the delay in making decisions in these cases; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [39530/13]

24/09/2013WRB00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
number of applications on hand in my Department for payment of grants and premiums for 
planting forestry is 468.  Of this total number, 72 are on hand for more than 3 months, 22 for 
more than 6 months, 18 for more than 9 months, 16 for more than 12 months and 75 for more 
than 15 months.  There are a number of reasons for the time taken to process applications and 
I will set out the major ones.

Once an applicant receives approval from my Department to plant forestry he or she may 
proceed to establish the forestry plantation to the Forest Service standards.  Upon completion 
of the establishment the person may submit an application for payment of the establishment 
grant and the associated premiums.  In order to receive payment promptly an applicant or his 
forester, on his behalf, must submit all the required documentation including the Form 2 signed 
by both the applicant and his forester, maps, provenance certificates, evidence of ownership, 
tax clearance certificates, if required, mandate for payment of the grant directly to the forester 
if required, farmer proof if appropriate and any other relevant documentation.  

Most applications for payment of grants and premiums following establishment of a forestry 
plantation are processed and finalised very quickly.  However, delays can occur when incom-
plete documentation is submitted by the applicant.  For instance, a Tax Clearance Certificate 
(TCC) will be required if the payment exceeds €10,000.  In many cases this is not submitted 
with the application for payment and this can result in significant delays while a TCC is sought 
by the applicant from the Revenue Commissioners. 

Likewise ownership documents, clearly showing the applicant as the owner of the property 
the subject of the plantation, are often missing from applications.  An application for payment 
can therefore be delayed for a number of months whilst the ownership evidence is sought.  
Other documentation such as provenance certificates for the plants used may also be absent.  
Some of the delays in processing payment applications to finality relate to the applicant claim-
ing farmer status to receive farmer rate premium but are not able to produce documentation to 
prove it. 

Following the completion of the planting, the new forestry plantation may be subject to an 
inspection by a Forest Service Inspector.  From a silvicultural aspect there can be a delay in 
making the final decision on payment when it appears to the Forestry Inspector that the planta-
tion is not up to Forest Service standards.  In those cases the applicant is notified of the work 



Questions - Written Answers

116

required to bring the plantation up to the required standard.  Payment in these cases will be 
delayed until the appropriate remedial work is carried out.

Aquaculture Licences Applications

24/09/2013WRB0100060. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for a licence for a fish farm 
in Galway Bay; the progress made to date in evaluating this application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39517/13]

24/09/2013WRB01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation of finfish near 
Inis Oirr in Galway Bay was received by my Department last year.  The application and its ac-
companying Environmental Impact Statement are being considered under the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act.

A determination in respect of the application will be made as soon as possible following 
completion of the necessary assessment process.  This assessment process will take full account 
of all national and EU legislative requirements and will reflect the full engineering, scientific, 
environmental, legal and public policy aspects of the application.

The fullest consideration will also be given to all submissions received as part of the statu-
tory and public consultation stages of the process.

There is always a strict separation of my Ministerial role as decision maker in respect of 
aquaculture licence applications and my Ministerial duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of the industry.  This separation of duties is strictly observed.

As the application is under active consideration as part of the statutory process it would not 
be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.

Equine Passports

24/09/2013WRB0120061. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the pro-
cedures and practices which have been enacted to safeguard against a repeat of the horse-meat 
controversy, with particular reference to horse passports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39511/13]

24/09/2013WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The detailed 
report on the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’, which I pub-
lished on 14th March 2013, provides extensive details on the investigation and the actions taken 
by my Department.  Operations in a total of four plants were suspended (in some cases on a 
voluntary basis) for varying periods arising from the investigation.  My Department is actively 
considering the possibility of instituting legal proceedings where appropriate, as indicated in 
the report.  It is important to note in that context that while some of the failures referred to in 
the report risked reputational damage to the Irish food sector, they did not breach EU or national 
law. Information in relation to activities by traders and other intermediaries in the supply chain 
outside of the jurisdiction has been passed to Europol and other Member States to facilitate 
continuing investigations in other countries. 

Other actions taken in relation to this issue at both national and EU level include a pro-
gramme of DNA testing of beef products and testing of horse meat for the presence of phen-
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ylbutazone. Meat traders and agents will be required to register as food business operators.  
Controls relating to horse identification are being strengthened and my Department has taken 
responsibility for the supervision of all horse abattoirs in Ireland. 

It was because of the vigilance of Ireland’s testing and control regime that this pan European 
problem was exposed.  Exposure of this malpractice will result in improved consumer protec-
tion across the EU.  In that regard, the EU Commission is pursuing an action plan over the re-
mainder of 2013 and into 2014 which includes specific actions and measures on the following 
basic elements: fighting food fraud, testing programmes, horse passports, official controls and 
origin labelling.  It is important that controls in this area are strengthened on a pan European 
basis, not just at national level, and some of the measures envisaged will require legislative 
change at EU level.

With regard specifically to horse identification, my Department implements official controls 
in relation to horse identification at marts and other sales venues, in abattoirs and at points of en-
try to the country.  All equines are required to be identified in accordance with EU and national 
legislation.  Equines issued with a passport after 1 July 2009 must have a corresponding micro-
chip implanted by a veterinarian, which is recorded in the passport and creates a link between 
the passport and the animal.  The passport includes information on any veterinary medicines 
administered to equines.  An equine for slaughter for human consumption must be accompanied 
to the slaughterhouse by its passport and the information on the passport determines whether 
the animal can be slaughtered for human consumption.  Horses treated with certain veterinary 
medicines such as phenylbutazone, known in the industry as ‘bute’, are permanently excluded 
from the human food chain in order to protect public health. 

The Department has established a centralised equine database, which will be used at abat-
toirs to assist in verifying the authenticity of horse passports for the animal presented and to 
record its date of slaughter.  Detailed procedures for the slaughter of horses in abattoirs have 
been communicated, together with details of the identity checks required, both to Departmental 
staff and the business operators.  Where forged or tampered passports accompanying horses to 
slaughter are detected, such animals are destroyed and removed from the food chain.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRB0140062. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payments will commence under the 2013 disadvantaged area scheme; the number of estimated 
payments that will be paid in the first week of payments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39525/13]

24/09/2013WRB01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme will begin issuing, on target, tomorrow, 25 Sep-
tember.  While there is no regulatory date by which payments must commence, it is generally 
recognised and indeed acknowledged in the Farmers’ Charter, that the third week in September 
of any given year is the earliest feasible payment date, given the volume and complexity of 
processing involved. 

While payments will begin issuing tomorrow, I should emphasise that payments runs there-
after continue on a twice weekly basis, with individual cases being paid as they are confirmed 
eligible. It should be appreciated, however, that many applicants, who declare land situated in a 
Disadvantaged Area are not eligible for payment under the Scheme.  Many of these applicants 
do not maintain any animals and those that do maintain animals do not keep sufficient livestock 
to meet the minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per hectare. This is a normal fea-
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ture of the Disadvantaged Area Scheme.  For example, in excess of 5,000 applicants under the 
2012 DAS Scheme were found to be non-compliant, as they had insufficient stocking density 
on their holdings.  The figure for 2013 is almost 10,000, in addition to which, there are in excess 
of 6,000 applicants who held no stock during 2013.  I should emphasise, however, that many 
of those currently showing as having insufficient stock will ultimately satisfy the requirement 
– the minimum retention period being seven consecutive months; there will be a steady flow 
of cases each month where compliance with this retention period will be confirmed, thereby 
allowing payments to issue. 

In addition, in excess of 15,000 applications have been identified with area-related issues; 
these are being addressed and resolved though direct correspondence with the individual ap-
plicants, in line with normal procedures.  Again, as individual cases are resolved, they will be 
immediately further processed, with a view to payment issuing as soon as possible thereafter. 

However, insofar as the initial payment run is concerned, I can confirm that payments worth 
some €110 million are issuing tomorrow to over 50,000 applicants; as mentioned, payments 
will continue to issue on a twice-weekly basis thereafter.  I am confident that by year-end the 
cumulative value of payments that will have issue under the 2013 Scheme will be in the region 
of €190 million.   

Single Payment Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRB0160063. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the average decrease in single farm payments to the 2013 single farm payment as a result of 
changes to the multiannual financial framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39548/13]

24/09/2013WRB01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At my re-
quest, together with a number of Ministers from other Member States, the EU Commission 
proposed, as an exceptional measure, a 50% advance of the 2013 Single Farm Payment com-
mencing on 16 October, the first day of the new EU financial year.  This proposal was supported 
by all Member States and adopted at the Direct Payment Management Committee meeting on 
11th September 2013.

As agreed in the MFF agreement, the reduction in the 2013 Single Farm Payment would be 
limited to 3% plus a further 1% approximately, which must be set-aside for the establishment of 
a Crisis Fund.  The exact level of deduction will not be known until the Commission’s publishes 
its “Amending Letter” to the draft 2014 budget in mid-October. 

It was agreed these deductions, known as Financial Discipline, would not be applied to the 
advance payments, but rather to the balancing payments, which will commence issuing to farm-
ers from 1 December.  The Commission has also proposed that the first €2,000 of all payments 
will be exempt from the Financial Discipline deductions.

If the funds in the Crises Reserve are not fully utilised, there is provision for refunding the 
amounts to farmers in the following scheme-year.    

Single Payment Scheme Application Numbers

24/09/2013WRB0180064. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received under the single farm payment in 2013; the number that have 
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been examined and cleared for payment; the number that have been examined and where issues 
have arisen and if the farmers have been contacted in relation to these issues; the number that 
remain to be examined and the latest date that the examination of these applications will be 
complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39526/13]

24/09/2013WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has received 122,271 applications under the Single Payment Scheme from applicants who 
already have entitlements or have applied for the transfer of entitlements under the Scheme.  In 
the case of the Single Farm Payment, the earliest payment date under the governing EU rules is 
1 December.  However, earlier this year, in recognition of the difficult financial situation faced 
by many farmers, I successfully sought the approval of the Commissioner to have advance pay-
ments made from 16 October.  This will now allow us to make 50% advance payments to those 
applicants whose applications are confirmed fully clear, with effect from 16 October. Balancing 
payments will commence with effect from 1 December. 

The benefit in making these payments six weeks earlier than otherwise provided for under 
the existing rules of the scheme will be particularly beneficial at this time and I expect that these 
advance payments will result in some €600 million issuing to farmers from 16 October.

The processing of applications under the Single Payment Scheme is a complex administra-
tive task and one that remains a top priority for my Department.  In this regard I have allocated 
additional resources to the task thereby ensuring that the maximum number of applicants re-
ceive their advance payment at the earliest possible date.   

The Single Payment Scheme is fully funded by the European Union and the relevant Com-
petent Authorities in each Member State are obliged to ensure that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are observed and that only valid applications that fully comply with 
the requirements are paid.  The administration of the Scheme in each Member State is subjected 
to close scrutiny by officials of the EU Commission and the EU Court of Auditors to ensure 
that the regulatory requirements are met and that the Schemes are applied in a uniform manner 
across the European Union. 

All applications under the Scheme are subject to administrative checks, with a further 5% 
also subject to land eligibility inspections.  The land eligibility confirms compliance with EU 
legislation in the areas of the environment, food safety, animal health and welfare and plant 
health and ensuring that the farm is maintained in good agricultural and environmental condi-
tion. 

Where issues preventing payment are identified contact is immediately made with the ap-
plicant concerned in order to resolve the query.  Work is well underway in resolving the queries 
that have arisen following these checks and farmers are being contacted as necessary.  In addi-
tion to resolving the simpler queries by phone, officials in my Department have nearly 11,000 
query letters to farmers.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRB0200065. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress to date on the introduction of single farm payment reforms under the new Common 
Agriculture Policy budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39362/13]

24/09/2013WRB02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): After an in-
depth process of consultation and negotiation that was initiated in 2011, the Council of Min-
isters, the European Parliament and the Commission reached agreement on the reform of the 
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Common Agricultural Policy under the Irish Presidency on 26 June 2013. 

The agreement provides a framework for the continuing application of the CAP for the pe-
riod 2015 to 2019, ensuring uniformity between Member States of the Union while allowing for 
a high degree of flexibility for Member States in their application of individual measures.  In 
July of this year I initiated a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders to ascertain 
their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payment Regulation in light of 
Ireland’s unique agricultural profile and circumstances.  The final date for submissions on the 
Consultative Paper was 20th September.  I intend to formulate and publicise the final shape of 
the CAP in Ireland towards the end of 2013.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRB0220066. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is to apply his proposals in relation to internal convergence and greening, along with the 
mandatory minimum payment that forms part of the Common Agricultural Policy, the amount 
of payment a farmer on the following current payment -  €15, €60, €120, €180, €250, €500, 
€1,000 - would receive by 2019; allowing that there will be no coupled payment, and a deduc-
tion of 3% for the national reserve; 2% for the young farmer provision and 1% to the emer-
gency; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39547/13]

24/09/2013WRB02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The provision 
to limit convergence in the form of the ‘approximation’ model was proposed by me throughout 
the negotiation process and was adopted by the Commission, European Parliament and Council 
as part of the final CAP agreement reached under the Irish Presidency on 26 June 2013. 

While certain elements of this Irish convergence model are fixed, the Regulation also allows 
for a degree of flexibility on several essential aspects of its implementation. 

When calculating the number of entitlements to be granted to a farmer in 2015, a Member 
State may base this on either the number of eligible hectares declared in 2015 or the number of 
eligible hectares declared in 2013 or 2015, whichever is lesser. 

The total value of entitlements to be allocated to a farmer in 2015 will be based on a per-
centage of the farmer’s 2014 value.  However that value may be based on either the ‘payments’ 
received by the farmer in 2014 or on the value of the ‘entitlements’ definitively held by the 
farmer in 2014. 

In addition there are issues relating to the pace and degree of convergence.  These include 
the question of the ‘minimum payment’ whereby all farmers with low value entitlements must 
achieve at least 60% of the national average under the Basic Payment Scheme by 2019. 

All of these issues are presented in the consultation paper which I issued in July.  Until such 
time that final decisions are made in relation to these and other related issues, I am not in a posi-
tion to provide the required statistics.  Neither do I wish to pre-empt any submissions that may 
arise from the ongoing consultation process.

Commonage Division

24/09/2013WRB0240067. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
actions he is taking on foot of the report of the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and Ma-
rine in relation to commonages; if he intends adopting the recommendations in the report; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [39544/13]

24/09/2013WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The report of 
the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine is a valuable contribution 
to the ongoing debate regarding the issues surrounding commonage lands, the views of the vari-
ous stakeholders having being sought and considered by the Committee.  As I have indicated 
previously, while it is generally accepted that this is a very complex matter and requires a very 
detailed action plan to cover the various issues, I intend in the near future to set out proposals 
on how these matters will be progressed.  My firm intention is that the process will be fully 
inclusive and that all stakeholders, particularly farmers and their representatives, will be central 
to the process.  It is only by adopting this approach that the desired result can be achieved.

With regard to the specific recommendations of the Committee contained in their Report, I 
can confirm that these will be included among the range of issues to be addressed in the process 
that will shortly be commenced by my Department - it very clear that matters to be resolved are 
very wide ranging and complex; it is self-evident that the process required to adequately ad-
dress these must be fully inclusive and focused.  To this end, I am determined, as indicated, to 
convene a broad group of all relevant stakeholders, charged with comprehensively addressing 
the range of issues.  

Commonage lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, par-
ticularly along the West Coast.  They also form an important part of the local environment 
from the point of view of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and economic returns e.g. tourism.  
However, there is a substantial risk of land abandonment as under-grazing becomes more of a 
problem. Under-grazing leads to an increase in ineligible land under Direct Aid and Agri-Envi-
ronment Schemes and leads to risk of financial corrections being imposed by EU Commission.  
It is vital, therefore, to maintain the commonages in GAEC (Good Agricultural and Environ-
mental Condition), or where there is under-grazing, to return the habitat to GAEC.

Following the successful completion of the negotiations on CAP reform under the Irish 
Presidency on 26 June 2013, I launched a consultation process with all relevant stakeholders 
to ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payment Regulation.  
The final date for submissions on the Consultative Paper is 20th September.  The agreement 
provides that where there is marginal land the applicant or applicants must graze that land if 
he or she is to satisfy the eligibility criteria to be deemed an active farmer for the purposes of 
benefiting from payment under the Direct Payment Scheme.  As most of the commonage land 
declared in Ireland can only be maintained by grazing, this matter will also have to be dealt with 
in the context of maintaining commonages in Ireland.    

Taking all of these matters into account, it is my stated aim is to ensure that a practical so-
lution is reached, which will ensure that the current farmers actively farming these lands are 
protected; that the land is maintained or returned to GAEC and that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are met.  In my view, this can best be achieved by working with the 
farmers directly managing the lands, relevant State Agencies, the farming organisations and all 
other interested stakeholders.  I have no doubt that work undertaken by the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine will greatly assist in this matter.

Milk Supply

24/09/2013WRB0260068. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has had any discussions with his Northern counterpart Minister Michelle O’Neill in relation 
to ensuring the security of supply of liquid milk in the island of Ireland; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [39520/13]

24/09/2013WRB02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The National 
Milk Agency, which operates under the aegis of my Department, was set up in 1994 to ensure 
an indigenous year round supply of milk for liquid consumption. All farmers supplying milk for 
liquid consumption in the winter months do so under contracts with processors which must be 
registered with the Agency.  Farmers supplying milk in the winter months are paid a premium 
over the price paid to farmers who only produce milk in the spring-autumn period.  This pre-
mium reflects the additional costs of producing milk in the winter months. 

Currently there is no shortage of indigenous milk supply for processing fresh milk in the 
Republic or on the island of Ireland.  As circumstances change in the lead up to and after 2015, 
developments in that regard will need to be monitored closely.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRB0280069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which in the aftermath of the agreement on the Common Agricultural Policy, he 
has succeeded or expects to succeed in ensuring the benefits accruing are adequately and fairly 
distributed with a view to meeting the social and economic requirements of the agri-sector and 
that due reward is given for effort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39514/13]

24/09/2013WRB02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At all times 
in the course of the negotiations on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy my primary 
focus has been on the need to ensure a fair outcome for all farmers.  Fairness of course informed 
my approach to perhaps the most high-profile issue in the negotiations, namely, the redistribu-
tion of direct payments within Member States.  It also underpinned my approach to the negotia-
tions on the rural development regulation, which I believe will contribute in a significant way to 
the socio-economic development of rural areas over the coming decade and ensured a balanced 
overall outcome to the reform process.

The distribution of direct payments within Member States was the single most important 
issue for Ireland in the CAP reform negotiations.  I agreed very strongly with the argument 
that it was no longer justifiable to pay farmers on the basis of out-of-date historic entitlements. 
However, I also felt that it was not justifiable to transfer very large amounts of money over a 
relatively short period of time from our most productive farmers, as had been proposed by the 
Commission.  I therefore pressed for an alternative model, which adopted a more measured 
approach, in that it acknowledged the Commission’s desire to move away from historical refer-
ences, while not moving as far or as fast.  I consider the final outcome - which also provides for 
a minimum payment of at least 60% of the national average payment - to be a fair one for all 
farmers, and one that will continue to support the ongoing development of the agri-food sector 
as envisaged under the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.

Of course many decisions remain to be taken on how the reform outcome will be imple-
mented in Ireland.  On direct payments, outstanding questions include whether entitlements 
should move towards the full national average or 90% of the national average, and at what level 
the minimum payment should be fixed.  Over the coming weeks I will be reflecting on the views 
of stakeholders and interested parties on these and a range of other issues, as submitted to my 
Department during the consultation process which concluded last Friday, 20 September.  My 
deliberations, and the decisions I make on the future structure of the direct payments system, 
will continue to be underpinned by the need for a fair and balanced approach. 
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In relation to Pillar 2, preparatory work for the next Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
2014-2020 is already well underway.  An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, 
and written submissions were received from over 80 stakeholders.  A second consultation was 
held in July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the progress.  Based on the 
outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is being advanced in my Depart-
ment, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.

I intend to formulate and publicise the final shape of the CAP in Ireland towards the end of 
2013.  

Fishing Industry Development

24/09/2013WRB0300070. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his ef-
forts to support the fishing industry in Area VIa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39148/13]

24/09/2013WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My remit as 
Minister is to do all that I can to support a viable and sustainable fishing industry throughout 
Ireland, including those parts of the industry that operate in Area VIa.  One of the key ways 
in which I do this is by negotiating on behalf of Ireland at the annual December EU Fisheries 
Council Meeting.  

As the Deputy is aware, fishing quotas for all EU Member States are set each year at this 
Council. My primary aim has always been, and always will be, to achieve an outcome that 
protects the overall interests of the Irish fishing industry while respecting the most up-to-date 
scientific advice for stocks of critical importance to our fleets.  I will once again aim to ensure a 
fair and balanced outcome for Ireland at the EU Fisheries Council Meeting next December.  It 
will as always be challenging, but under the newly reformed CFP, the changes proposed, once 
implemented and embedded, will provide the basis for a significant period of growth in the Irish 
fishing industry.

In relation to Area VIa specifically, I will aim to achieve the best possible outcome with 
regard to the stocks of most importance to our vessels operating in that area such as haddock, 
megrim, monkfish, herring, mackerel, and boarfish.  The formal proposals for 2014 quotas have 
not yet issued from the Commission but they are expected to be published within a matter of 
weeks.  Once they have been received and analysed I will initiate a consultation process with all 
major stakeholders and expert contributions from the Marine Institute (MI) and Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM).  There is a lot of negotiating to be done between now and December but I can 
assure the Deputy that no effort will be spared to secure the best possible result.

In a wider context, I am committed to continuing the path set out in Food Harvest 2020 for 
the development of the seafood sector in Ireland.  Food Harvest 2020 identifies the potential 
of the seafood industry to increase employment from the present level of 11,000 to 14,000 full 
time equivalent jobs by 2020, mostly in peripheral coastal communities such as those bordering 
Area VIa. 

In addition, there are a range of supports available to the seafood sector through the Sea-
food Development Programme 2007-2013.  For the catching sector, these include grants for 
fleet modernisation and safety, environmental management systems and selective fishing gear.  
These schemes are implemented by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM).  BIM also provides a range of 
training courses for the catching sector.  More generally, grants are available from BIM for the 
development of the processing and aquaculture sectors.  Full details are available from BIM’s 
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website at www.bim.ie/schemes.

Animal Welfare Issues

24/09/2013WRB0320071. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to provide an outlet for horses surplus to the horse industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39443/13]

24/09/2013WRB0330084. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
to introduce a slaughter premium for horses as a temporary measure to reduce the number of 
unwanted horses in the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39543/13]

24/09/2013WRB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 71 and 84 together. 

I am aware that various interests in the sector, including some animal welfare organisations, 
have called for measures to be introduced by my Department to deal with surplus horses.  While 
it is the responsibility of horse owners to ensure the welfare of horses in their ownership and/
or their care and to dispose of them appropriately, my Department is consulting with relevant 
stakeholders involved in the horse sector, including farming/industry representatives, local au-
thorities, Teagasc and welfare bodies to gauge the extent of any developing problem in relation 
to the welfare of horses.  In this context, I have noted the positive message from Teagasc’s 
recent fodder census survey which indicates good grass growth throughout the country and ad-
equate fodder stocks.  In view of this, there is no evidence of an immediate problem in relation 
to the welfare of horses.  However, my Department will keep the situation under review. 

My Department will, of course, continue to deal with any animal welfare issues relating to 
horses through its existing mechanisms.  Any person facing a horse welfare situation should 
contact their local office of the Department or their local animal welfare organisation for as-
sistance in resolving the problem.

In this context, I would like to remind horse owners of the advice given recently by the Farm 
Animal Welfare Advisory Council that, where an owner can no longer adequately provide for 
their horse or where the horse can no longer fulfil the purpose for which is was bred, he or she 
should be proactive in seeking to dispose of the animal, including consideration of the option of 
humane disposal.  Such action will help prevent the emergence of long-term and severe animal 
welfare problems.  The Council also stresses that where a horse is being sold, the seller must do 
his or her utmost to ensure that the person buying the horse has the capacity to take care of the 
animal and meet all its health and welfare needs.  The seller bears a responsibility to ensure that 
the welfare of the horse will not be compromised in the future.  I should also emphasise that all 
horse owners should adhere to the legal requirement for all horses to be identified and in posses-
sion of a valid passport as disposal options for undocumented horses are limited and expensive.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRB0350072. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
action he will take to support the suckler cow sector as part of the Common Agricultural Policy 
reform 2013 implementation; the proposals he is considering to finance such support from CAP 
and national finances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39539/13]

24/09/2013WRB03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Direct 
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Payment Regulation, which will take effect from 2015, gives Member States the option to grant 
Coupled Support to farmers.  Such support is restricted to a specified list of sectors which in-
cludes cereals, protein crops, potato, milk and milk products, sheep-meat and beef.  In addition 
such support may only be granted in circumstances where any such sector is undergoing certain 
difficulties and has economic, social or environmental significance.  Coupled Support may only 
be granted to maintain current levels of production. 

Ireland may allocate up to 8% of its annual national ceiling for Coupled Support with the 
option for an additional 2% to support protein crops.  Support under this scheme would take the 
form of an annual payment and would be based on fixed areas and yields or on a fixed number 
of animals. 

In July of this year I initiated a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders to 
ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payment Regulation in 
light of Ireland’s unique agricultural profile and circumstances.  Until this process of consulta-
tion is complete, I am not in a position to discuss the final shape of the new Direct Payments 
regime in Ireland. 

24/09/2013WRC00050Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRC0010073. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will extend the deadline for completion of works under the TAMS sow welfare scheme to 
the end of December 2013 in view of the serious difficulties many farmers are facing in meeting 
the deadline of the end of September; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39444/13]

24/09/2013WRC00200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
of the difficulties which the pig sector is facing and the potentially negative impact of the end 
September 2013 deadline for completion of work under the Sow Welfare Scheme.  However, 
EU Commission approval is required for an extension to this deadline.  I am in consultation 
with the EU Commission for an extension to this deadline.  Such an extension, if approved, 
would, of course, not affect the entry into force of the new EU animal welfare rules with ef-
fect from 1 January 2013.  It would merely enable applicants under the Scheme to continue to 
receive grant-aid for the completed investments on condition that the works are completed and 
a payment claim lodged with the Department by the revised deadline.

24/09/2013WRC00250Farm Inspections

24/09/2013WRC0030074. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to improve the consistency of on-farm inspections; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39241/13]

24/09/2013WRC0040089. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to ensure that there is a standardised inspection regime for on-farm inspec-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39363/13]

24/09/2013WRC00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 74 and 89 together.

My Department, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme and other area related schemes, is required to carry out an annual round of in-
spections covering both the eligibility of the land declared to draw down payments and also 
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cross compliance aspects, to ensure adherence with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of 
public, animal and plant health, environment and animal welfare and ensuring that the farm is 
maintained in good agricultural and environmental condition.  The basis for these inspections 
is governed by EU legislation, in particular, Council Regulation (EC) 73/2009 and Commission 
Regulation (EC) 1122/2009, and there are certain minimum numbers and types of inspections 
that must be conducted each year. 

These inspections are a necessary requirement in order to draw down approximately €1.7 
billion of EU funds annually and to avoid EU disallowances.  The inspections are subject to 
repeated audits by the European Commission, the European Court of Auditors and the Comp-
troller and Auditor General’s Office, to ensure full compliance with the requirements.  My 
Department must therefore ensure that these inspections are conducted in a fair and equitable 
manner and in full accordance with the legislative provisions.  These requirements, together 
with the need to ensure a consistent approach, are achieved by ongoing inspector training, con-
tinuous oversight by supervisors and random verification inspections.  Also when conducting 
inspections standardised inspection report forms and guidance documentation are provided to 
the inspecting officers, with the inspection outcome being recorded on the relevant schemes’ IT 
system.  This comprehensive approach ensures that both the quality and consistency of inspec-
tions are maintained at extremely high levels. 

Finally, there is a comprehensive appeal system in place for applicants to avail of if they 
consider that the inspection has not been conducted in accordance with legislative requirements 
or if they are unhappy with the inspection findings.  This appeal system incorporates an initial 
review by an officer more senior than the inspecting officer, with the option to appeal the out-
come of any such review to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.  In the event that an 
applicant is not satisfied with the outcome of this review he/she has the right to pursue the mat-
ter further with the Office of the Ombudsman.

24/09/2013WRC00550Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRC0060075. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to publish a discussion document on Pillar 2 options under the Common Agricultural 
Policy reform programme; if he plans to announce his firm proposals in relation to Pillar 1 and 
Pillar 2 at the same time; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39534/13]

24/09/2013WRC0070081. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the latest date for informing the EU of the national arrangements under Pillar 1 and 2 of the 
Common Agricultural Policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39546/13]

24/09/2013WRC00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 75 and 81 together.

After an in-depth process of consultation and negotiation that was initiated in 2011, the 
Council of Ministers, the European Parliament and the Commission reached agreement on the 
reform of the Common Agricultural Policy under the Irish Presidency on 26 June 2013.  The 
agreement provides a framework for the continuing application of the CAP for the period 2015 
to 2019, ensuring uniformity between Member States of the Union while allowing for a high 
degree of flexibility for Member States in their application of individual measures. 

In July of this year I initiated a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders to 
ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payments Regulation 
(Pillar 1) in light of Ireland’s unique agricultural profile and circumstances.  The final date for 
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submissions on the Consultative Paper was last Friday, 20th September.  I intend to formulate 
and publicise the final shape of the CAP in Ireland towards the end of 2013.  

Under the new Direct Payments Regulation, there are a number of dates by which Member 
States must notify the Commission of the national arrangements under Pillar 1.  The earliest 
such date relevant to Ireland is 1 August 2014.  In relation to Pillar 2, preparatory work for the 
next Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 – 2020 is well underway.  Under the current 
draft Rural Development Regulation, my Department must undertake an ex ante evaluation, a 
public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) a 
needs assessment, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) and an appropriate assessment 
(AA) in developing our Rural Development Programme.  An independent evaluator has been 
contracted to prepare the ex ante evaluation report, SEA and AA and to advise on the SWOT 
analysis. 

An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written submissions were received 
from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed by my Department and have 
fed into the development of the SWOT and needs analyses.  A second consultation was held in 
July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the draft SWOT and needs analyses.  
Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is being advanced 
in my Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.

The submission of a new RDP will be interlinked with the submission by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform of an overall Partnership Agreement which will form the 
framework document for EAFRD funding and the other structural funds.

24/09/2013WRC00850Aquaculture Licences Applications

24/09/2013WRC0090076. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the proposal by An Bord Iascaigh Mhara for development of deep-sea fish farms off 
the Atlantic coast; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39149/13]

24/09/2013WRC01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation 
of finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  The application and its accompanying Environmental 
Impact Statement are currently being considered in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act.  My Department has also issued a Site Investigation Licence to 
BIM in respect of potential sites off the Mayo coast.

I also understand that BIM is currently engaged in preliminary work with a view to a pos-
sible application to my Department for a Site Investigation Licence for an area off the coast of 
Donegal.

24/09/2013WRC01050Single Payment Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRC0110077. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide in tabular form, details of the number of hectares applied for under the single payment 
scheme in each year since 2006; the number of hectares deemed ineligible each year; the num-
ber of farmers who applied each year; the number who had land declared ineligible each year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39538/13]

24/09/2013WRC01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
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under the Single Payment Scheme may be made only in respect of eligible land and applicants 
under the Scheme are obliged annually to declare the land parcels available to them.  Details 
of the eligible area of the land parcels are recorded on the Department’s Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System (LPIS).  Details of the use and area claimed for each of some 900,000 eligible land 
parcels on the LPIS system are registered and continually monitored by the Department. 

While the rules governing land eligibility and penalties to be applied are defined in EU 
Regulations (which, for ease of reference, are detailed in the Scheme Terms and Conditions 
booklet that issues annually to all applicants), it is the responsibility of all applicants to ensure 
that the details in each year’s application are accurate.  Therefore, applicants are advised of the 
need to confirm their right to declare such parcels and to make the appropriate deductions (e.g. 
in respect of houses, farm buildings, roadways, scrub, etc.) to the area of eligible parcels, as 
necessary. 

The information requested (detailed by area rather than farmers) is set out in the following 
table and is based on the IACS return, which is submitted to the EU Commission under the 
provisions of the governing EU Regulations on an annual basis.  The ineligible land is estab-
lished on foot of On-the-Spot eligibility inspections, Remote Sensing eligibility inspections and 
administrative checks (e.g. dual-claims) undertaken by my Department. 

Scheme-Year Number of applica-
tions 

Eligible Area (Hect-
ares)

Ineligible Area De-
clared (Hectares)

2012 124,454 4,710,611 8,331
2011 124,736 4,713,850 8,108
2010 124,753 4,720,168 8,212
2009 125,111 4,661,862 11,181
2008 125,762 4,637,136 12,709
2007 126,518 4,639,272 9,611
2006 126,893 4,629,071 7,760

24/09/2013WRC01250Beef Industry Issues

24/09/2013WRC0130078. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
actions he has taken on foot of the horsemeat crisis to ensure that the issues raised at the time 
are dealt with; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39542/13]

24/09/2013WRC01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I published a 
detailed report on the “Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation” on 14th 
March 2013, which provides extensive details on the investigation and the actions taken by my 
Department.  Operations in a total of four plants were suspended (in some cases on a voluntary 
basis) for varying periods arising from the investigation.  My Department is actively consider-
ing the possibility of instituting legal proceedings where appropriate, as indicated in the report.  
It is important to note in that context that while some of the failures referred to in the report 
risked reputational damage to the Irish food sector, they did not breach EU or national law.  In-
formation in relation to activities by traders and other intermediaries in the supply chain outside 
of the jurisdiction has been passed to Europol and other Member States to facilitate continuing 
investigations in other countries. 

Other actions taken in relation to this issue at both national and EU level include a pro-
gramme of DNA testing of beef products and testing of horse meat for the presence of phenyl-
butazone.  Meat traders/agents will be required to register as food business operators.  Controls 
relating to horse identification are being strengthened and my Department has taken respon-
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sibility for the supervision of all horse abattoirs in Ireland.  My Department has also issued 
guidelines to industry on legal requirements relating to packaging, commercial documents and 
Department access to information about customers and suppliers.  Enhanced controls in these 
areas are designed to facilitate improved traceability and safeguard against substitution of meat.  
Compliance with the legislation underpinning these measures is a condition of approval for 
meat processing establishments.

It was because of the vigilance of Ireland’s testing and control regime that this pan European 
problem was exposed.  Exposure of this malpractice will result in improved consumer protec-
tion across the EU.  In that regard, the EU Commission is pursuing an action plan over the re-
mainder of 2013 and into 2014 which includes specific actions and measures on the following 
basic elements: fighting food fraud, testing programmes, horse passports, official controls and 
origin labelling.  It is important that controls in this area are strengthened on a pan European 
basis, not just at national level, and some of the measures envisaged will require legislative 
change at EU level.

24/09/2013WRC01450Animal Welfare Issues

24/09/2013WRC0150079. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the evi-
dence of a National Parks and Wildlife Service ranger is sufficient in relation to a prosecution 
for animal cruelty; and the steps open to a person who makes a complaint where such evidence 
has not been taken into account.  [39206/13]

24/09/2013WRC01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The National 
Parks and Wildlife Service officers do not come within the scope of my function.  The Deputy 
will be aware that under the Protection of Animals Acts 1911 and 1965 responsibility for pros-
ecutions rests with An Garda Síochána. 

If the Deputy wishes to forward details of a specific case involving animal cruelty, my De-
partment will be happy to examine the evidence and refer to An Garda Síochána as appropriate.

24/09/2013WRC01650Single Payment Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRC0170080. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payments will commence under the single payment scheme in 2013; the estimated number of 
farmers that will be paid in the first week of payments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [39528/13]

24/09/2013WRC01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The timing 
of the Single Farm Payment is of critical importance to farmers and the wider rural economy, 
given that it represents in excess of €1.2 billion of the €1.6 billion that is paid out annually in 
direct aid.  The SFP forms a significant part of the annual income of farmers in Ireland; in many 
cases it is used to subsidise the running costs of the farming enterprise and is, therefore, greater 
than the net farm income in those cases.

In the case of the Single Farm Payment, the earliest payment date under the governing EU 
rules is 1 December.  However, earlier this year, in recognition of the difficult financial situa-
tion faced by many farmers, I successfully sought the approval of the Commissioner to have 
advance payments made as and from 16 October.  My approach to the Commissioner had been 
prompted by the protracted unseasonable weather which prevailed throughout the country.  This 
culminated in a serious national fodder shortage and led to severe financial and animal welfare 
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difficulties for farmers. 

The benefit in making these payments six weeks earlier than otherwise provided for under 
the existing rules of the scheme will be particularly beneficial at this time and I expect that these 
advance payments will result in some €600 million issuing in the initial period from 16 October.

Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 75.

24/09/2013WRC01950Horse Slaughtering Issues

24/09/2013WRC0200082. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son all horses sent for slaughter are not tested for the presence of bute; if not found in the meat 
and if the meat is otherwise suitable for human consumption, the reason it cannot be sold for 
this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39540/13]

24/09/2013WRC02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
law, responsibility for compliance with food safety and traceability requirements rests in the 
first instance with food business operators.  This is augmented by official controls, applied at 
different stages in the food supply chain.  My Department implements official controls in rela-
tion to horse identification at marts and other sales venues, in abattoirs under its supervision and 
at points of entry to the country.  Where phenylbutazone (known in the industry as “bute”) has 
been administered to horses, such horses are permanently excluded from the human food chain 
in order to protect public health.

All equines are required to be identified in accordance with EU and national legislation.  
Equines issued with a passport after 1 July 2009 must have a corresponding microchip im-
planted by a veterinarian, which is recorded in the passport and creates a link between the pass-
port and the animal.  An equine for slaughter for human consumption must be accompanied to 
the slaughterhouse by its passport and the information on the passport determines whether the 
animal can be slaughtered for human consumption.  The passport includes information on any 
veterinary medicines administered to equines. 

Earlier this year an EU-wide testing programme for bute disclosed 16 positives from 3,115 
tests.  The level of bute testing in Ireland far exceeded what was required at EU level.  Between 
27th February and 1st April, 836 horses were slaughtered and all of the carcasses were tested.  
Only one proved positive and the carcass concerned was destroyed.  No confirmed positives 
have been detected since and a reduced level of random testing is now in operation.  Reduced 
surveillance is justified on the basis that no further positives have been detected and the risk to 
public health is very low.

24/09/2013WRC02150Harbours and Piers Development

24/09/2013WRC0220083. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to introduce paid parking at Howth Harbour; if he has made a decision on whether 
or not to proceed with the plan; and if he will indicate if he has had regard to the various sub-
missions from residents, businesses and community groups voicing concerns regarding the 
proposed plan. [39150/13]

24/09/2013WRC02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The House 
will be aware that I have been considering introducing a charge for parking facilities within 
Howth Fishery Harbour Centre for some time for the following reasons:
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- to assist in operating Howth Fishery Harbour Centre on a financially-sound basis,

- to provide a source of revenue for further investment in Fishery Harbour Centre facilities,

- as part of an overall traffic management plan, and

- in order to maximise the return on this significant State asset.

There is a broad range of factors to consider in coming to a decision but Howth Fishery 
Harbour Centre is first and foremost a working fishery harbour, one of 6 in the State.  Funding 
for operating, management and development costs in the fishery harbours is ring-fenced in the 
Fishery Harbour Centres Fund, which is the only source of revenue available for that purpose, 
and my Department must be fully committed to maximising the return on its investment and 
must ensure that the Fishery Harbour Centres are run on a financially-sound basis.  

Uniquely among Fishery Harbour Centres, a wide range of groups use the parking facilities 
of Howth Fishery Harbour – harbour business customers, yacht club members, sport fishermen, 
Dart users, tourists, walkers and many others.  I am well aware of and acknowledge the con-
cerns of local residents and user groups alike.  Deputy Broughan and the House can rest assured 
that I will take account of all aspects of the matter in coming to a decision.  I can also assure 
the harbour users in Howth that I am committed to continuing investment in and development 
of Howth going forward.

Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 71.

24/09/2013WRC02450Farm Inspections

24/09/2013WRC0250085. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason inspectors inspecting cattle herds are obliged to inspect all the cattle in small herds and 
only a percentage in larger herds; his views on whether this is unfair to the owners of smaller 
herds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39545/13]

24/09/2013WRC02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
and other area related schemes, is required to carry out an annual round of inspections cover-
ing both the eligibility of the land declared to draw down payments and also cross compliance 
aspects, to ensure adherence with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of public, animal 
and plant health, environment and animal welfare and ensuring that the farm is maintained in 
good agricultural and environmental condition.  The basis for these inspections is governed by 
EU legislation, in particular, Council Regulation (EC) 73/2009 and Commission Regulation 
(EC) 1122/2009, and there are certain minimum numbers and types of inspections that must 
be conducted each year.  These inspections are a necessary requirement in order to draw down 
approximately €1.7 billion of EU funds annually and to avoid EU disallowances.  My Depart-
ment must therefore ensure that these inspections are conducted in full accordance with the 
legislative provisions.  

EU legislation, governing Cattle Identification and Registration, requires that 3% of farmers 
must be inspected.  This legislation also requires that all animals in a herd are checked, however 
by way of derogation sampling is allowed in herds of greater than 20 animals.  My Department 
have availed of this option in order to reduce the workload on farmers in assembling all animals 
in larger herds for an inspection.  This option also goes some way in reducing the length of time 
it takes to complete an inspection.
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24/09/2013WRC02650Agriculture Schemes Penalties

24/09/2013WRC0270086. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
financial penalties applied to farmers who made applications under the single payment scheme, 
disadvantaged areas scheme, REP scheme, agri-environment options scheme, suckler cow wel-
fare scheme, sheep grassland scheme and any other direct payment scheme of his Department, 
broken down for the years 2006 to 2012, inclusive, showing the penalties applied per scheme; 
the number of farmers penalised under each scheme; the percentage of applicants this repre-
sented and the number of cases where the penalties related to land eligibility and the number 
related to cross-compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39537/13]

24/09/2013WRC02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is not pos-
sible to provide this information in the required time.  I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as 
it is available.

24/09/2013WRC02850Fodder Crisis

24/09/2013WRC0290087. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of money expended by his Department on emergency feedstuffs for farmers during the 
fodder crisis this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39551/13]

24/09/2013WRC03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In light of the 
difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, earlier this year I announced 
the allocation of funding for an imported fodder transport scheme, designed to reduce the cost 
to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside the island of Ireland.  The aid 
substantially covered the cost of transport into the country, thus reducing the cost to farmers of a 
bale of hay by approximately one third.  While the scheme operated through the co-operatives, 
marts and other approved agencies, the actual beneficiaries are the individual farmers and pri-
mary producers who needed urgent supplies of feed.  Operating the scheme in this manner was 
the quickest and most effective way of getting the fodder to those who needed it.  

Of the 81 different concerns which participated in the Scheme, to date, 58 have submit-
ted claims, of which 14 have been fully processed and paid with a further 9 cases cleared to 
payment stage.  Of the remaining 35 cases that have submitted documentation, 17 have yet to 
submit sufficient documentation.  These concerns have been contacted directly and are work-
ing with my Department to resolve the outstanding issues.  Currently documentation remains 
outstanding from 23 concerns.

Farm Inspections

24/09/2013WRC0310088. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will ensure that all Departmental inspectors have training in identifying depression as part of 
their on-farm inspection programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39364/13]

24/09/2013WRC03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
and other area related schemes, is required to carry out an annual round of inspections cover-
ing both the eligibility of the land declared to draw down payments and also cross compliance 
aspects, to ensure adherence with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of public, animal and 
plant health, environment and animal welfare and ensuring that the farm is maintained in good 
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agricultural and environmental condition.  These inspections are a necessary requirement in 
order to draw down approximately €1.7 billion of EU funds annually and to avoid EU disallow-
ances.  The inspections are subject to repeated audits and my Department must therefore ensure 
that these inspections are conducted in a fair and equitable manner and in full accordance with 
the legislative provisions.

In implementing the inspection programme, my Department takes maximum possible ac-
count of the realities of farming.  Inspecting officers are regularly trained on how to conduct 
these inspections.  Where the regulations allow, notice periods can be provided.  In addition, 
inspections are integrated in as far as is possible with a view to minimising the inconvenience 
to farmers.  My Department has also established a Farm Advisory System under the Single Pay-
ment Scheme and I recommend that any applicant with any inspection concerns whatsoever to 
avail of this service to allay any such concerns. 

Finally, there is a comprehensive appeal system in place for applicants to avail of if they 
consider that the inspection has not been conducted in accordance with legislative requirements 
or if they are unhappy with the inspection findings.  This appeal system incorporates an initial 
review by an officer more senior than the inspecting officer, with the option to appeal the out-
come of any such review to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.  In the event that an 
applicant is not satisfied with the outcome of this review he/she has the right to pursue the mat-
ter further with the Office of the Ombudsman.

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 74.

Rural Development Programme Funding

24/09/2013WRC0340090. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to ensure that there is provision for State matching funding for EU rural de-
velopment funds available in 2014 to maximise the funding available to farmers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39513/13]

24/09/2013WRC03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013 [RDP] a total of €2.9 Bn of EAFRD funding 
was allocated at programme level.  This was subsequently allocated at axis level under the 
programme financial plan.  Since the launch of the RDP, expenditure under the programme 
has amounted to close on €3.74bn.  This represents close on 77.6% of the total value of the 
Programme which is €4.82bn and 83% of the EAFRD amount.  The programme, elements of 
which will continue to attract funding in 2014 and 2015, like all national spending, is subject to 
ongoing budgetary constraints but is configured to maximise all available EU funding.

Ireland’s draw down rate under the Programme has been among the highest of EU Member 
States over the lifetime of the current Programme.  Spending under a number of measures may 
continue until the end of 2015 and this will provide considerable scope to allow all measures 
to spend up to their full allocation.  Adjustments have already been made to the RDP financial 
plan and will continue to be made to the end of the Programme in order to achieve the fullest 
possible draw down of available funds.

For the next Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 preparatory work has commenced.  
Based on an extensive consultation and evaluation process the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine will prepare a draft programme.  Measures to be included in the Programme 
must flow from this development process.  The European Council agreement on the MFF pro-
vides €313 million per year to Ireland under Pillar 2 of the CAP, a total allocation of €2.190bn 
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for the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020.  The text of the Rural Development 
regulation is being finalised and final agreement on the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) 
Reform and the MFF is not expected until late 2013 when the European Parliament decides at 
Plenary Session.  As with the current and previous RDPs this Department will aim to maximise 
the drawdown of the allocated EAFRD funding in 2014 and beyond.

24/09/2013WRD00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

24/09/2013WRD0020091. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends to allow the remaining applicants under agri-environment options scheme 3 join this 
scheme in 2014 in view of the delay in introducing the reformed Common Agriculture Policy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39533/13]

24/09/2013WRD00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Preparatory 
work for the next Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 – 2020 is well underway. Under 
the current draft Rural Development Regulation, my Department must undertake an ex ante 
evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) a needs assessment, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) and an appropriate 
assessment (AA) in developing our Rural Development Programme. An independent evaluator 
has been contracted to prepare the ex ante evaluation report, SEA and AA and to advise on the 
SWOT analysis. 

Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is being ad-
vanced in my Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part 
of this.

Participants in AEOS whose contracts overlap with these new schemes will be given the 
opportunity to adjust their commitments for the remainder of the period of the contract to the 
legal framework of the next programming period.  If such an adjustment is not acceptable to the 
participant he/she may withdraw from the scheme without any requirement for reimbursement 
of aid already received.

There are currently 49,000 farmers active in both REPS and AEOS and projected payments 
of more than €200 million will be made under these schemes this year. This represents a sig-
nificant financial support to these farmers and one which is very important given the difficulties 
they face. 

The Agri-Environment Options Scheme has had a very positive uptake, and despite fis-
cal constraints, I secured funding of €20 million per annum for AEOS 3 and 6,000 applicants 
received approvals in May this year.  The maximum payment is €4,000 per annum, with a 
minimum 5 year contract.  The Scheme was oversubscribed, with 9,703 applications received, 
therefore 3,703 could not be accommodated within the budget.  360 of these were invalid ap-
plications and 3,343 did not meet the selection criteria. The selection criteria gave priority ac-
cess to farmers in designated areas and to farmers with smaller holdings who were previously 
in REPS. 

Any extension to the scheme to allow access to the 3,343 unsuccessful applicants would 
have to be considered in the context of the wider budgetary situation.  In view of the challenges 
we continue to face in terms of the public finances, and the requirement to balance competing 
needs both within the agricultural sector and in the economy as a whole, the Government will 
give these matters careful consideration in the context of the upcoming Estimates process.
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24/09/2013WRD00350Grant Payments

24/09/2013WRD0040092. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he is going to couple any payments under the recently concluded new Common Agricultural 
Policy; the options or schemes he is considering; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39512/13]

24/09/2013WRD00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Direct 
Payment Regulation which will take effect from 2015 gives Member States the option to grant 
Coupled Support to farmers. Such support is restricted to a specified list of sectors which in-
cludes cereals, protein crops, potato, milk and milk products, sheep-meat and beef. In addition 
such support may only be granted in circumstances where any such sector is undergoing certain 
difficulties and has economic, social or environmental significance.  Coupled Support may only 
be granted to maintain current levels of production. 

Ireland may allocate up to 8% of its annual national ceiling for Coupled Support with the 
option for an additional 2% to support protein crops. Support under this scheme would take the 
form of an annual payment and would be based on fixed areas and yields or on a fixed number 
of animals. 

In July of this year I initiated a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders to 
ascertain their views on the most appropriate application of the Direct Payment Regulation in 
light of Ireland’s unique agricultural profile and circumstances. Until this process of consulta-
tion is complete, I am not in a position to discuss the final shape of the new Direct Payments 
regime in Ireland.

24/09/2013WRD00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRD0060093. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason farmers were written to recently for historic over-declarations of land under the dis-
advantaged area scheme and single farm payment amount to nationally of an overpayment of 
€1.4m; the reason these discrepancies were not detected earlier by the mapping system of his 
Department; the reason maps were not issued with these demands showing the alleged over-
claims; if the farmers have the right to appeal this first informally; then to the formal appeals 
office of his Department and then to the Ombudsman; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [39536/13]

24/09/2013WRD00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
will be fully aware of the importance of payments made under the Single Payment Scheme, 
the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes to the annual income of 
Irish farmers. My Department is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain the accuracy the 
Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS), which underpins the processing of applications un-
der these Schemes as well as REPS and AEOS.

At the start of each year, my Department issues colour maps of all land parcels declared by 
farmers in the previous year together with a covering letter. In that letter, farmers are reminded 
to examine each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their application all ineligible 
features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. included in the land 
parcels. There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area of land declared by 
them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate. They are also 
given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an annual basis. 
These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, which 
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accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers at the commencement of the 
application period each year. In view of the size and structure of farm enterprises in Ireland, 
farmers are fully aware of all of the non-eligible areas of their holdings.       

In addition to any changes submitted by farmers, in order to insure the integrity of the LPIS, 
my Department continuously reviews the eligibility of lands claimed by farmers for the Single 
Payment Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes.  

In line with this position, all lands claimed under Direct Payment Schemes in respect of the 
2009 – 2012 scheme years are currently subject to ongoing review for eligibility purposes.  As 
a result of this phase of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed areas, 
which were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed. In such circumstances farmers were 
advised they could either refund the over-payment directly to my Department or the overpay-
ment could be recouped from their next payment(s) due from my Department. Such reviews can 
only be undertaken when up-to-date imagery becomes available to my Department. During the 
cross-checks undertaken it is necessary to verify that the ineligible feature (e.g. a house) was in 
existence in the years when over-claims of eligible areas are established.   

I can confirm that farmers were issued with maps of the re-digitised land parcel and have 
the right to appeal the determination made by my Department. In that regard, if farmers are not 
satisfied with the determination made in their case, my intention is to introduce a robust and 
comprehensive appeal process. In the first instance, applicants will be entitled to have their case 
reviewed by submitting their appeal on the form provided by my Department. If they are not 
satisfied with the outcome of the review, they can appeal their case to the Independent Land 
Eligibility Appeals Committee. This Committee with consist of an independent Chairman and 
appeal officers from the Agriculture Appeals Office. I can also confirm that my Department has 
processed the appeals received from farmers following the recent issue of over-payment letters. 
In many cases, the original determination has been over-turned on the basis of the additional 
information provided by successful appellants.      

24/09/2013WRD00750Departmental Agencies Staff Data

24/09/2013WRD0080094. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total number of staff employed by Teagasc in 2011, 2012 and to date in  2013, broken 
down between administrative staff, advisory, research, farm and others; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39549/13]

24/09/2013WRD00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
number of staff working in Teagasc on 1st   January for each respective year is as follows:

Year Number (full-time equivalents)
2011 1,296
2012 1,189
2013 (end August) 1,134
 

The distribution of staff is an operational matter for the Teagasc Authority to determine.  Ac-
cordingly, the Deputy may wish to contact Teagasc directly for a more detailed reply.  

24/09/2013WRD00950Fodder Crisis
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24/09/2013WRD0100095. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the changes put in place in response to the fodder crisis of 2013, if his Department carried out a 
review in the aftermath of the crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39205/13]

24/09/2013WRD01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There were a 
range of measures put in place in recognition of the difficulties experienced by a great number 
of farmers across the country resulting from the unseasonable weather in 2012 and earlier this 
year which led to an extraordinary fodder shortage.An InterAgency Fodder Committee was es-
tablished in early summer under the Chairmanship of Dr. Tom Kelly, Teagasc. The Committee 
includes representatives of all Agricultural Stakeholders, including a representative from my 
Department. The Committee not only monitored the fodder situation but also co-ordinated ac-
tions to ensure that there would be sufficient fodder conserved for next Winter. The Committee 
ensured a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of a strong advisory campaign to encourage 
farmers to maximise grass growth and conserve sufficient fodder for next winter. They pro-
duced a fodder budget worksheet which was widely publicised and allowed farmers to make 
decisions regarding feed planning for next winter.    At my request, the InterAgency Fodder 
Committee reported to the Food Harvest 2020 High Level Implementation Committee, which I 
chair, on the actions being taken and the progress being made.

In April this year I established a Fodder Transport Subsidy Scheme to help alleviate the dif-
ficulties being encountered by farmers.   The Scheme reduced the cost of imported fodder to 
farmers by approximately a third. The Scheme supported the importation of almost 2,800 loads 
of imported fodder, amounting to over 40,000 tonnes of fodder into the country.

In recognition of the severe difficulties experienced by farmers due to a shortage of fodder 
and the serious risk of a further shortage this Autumn/Winter, Ministers Hogan and I announced 
temporary and targeted adjustment of 2 provisions of the Nitrates Regulations to support ad-
ditional fodder production on Irish farms earlier this year, i.e., extension of the period for the 
application of chemical fertiliser from the 15th   to the end of September and the discounting of 
the phosphorus content a portion of meal fed.

The InterAgency Fodder Committee conducted a Fodder Survey earlier this month. The sur-
vey shows a major improvement in availability of fodder for the season ahead with an overall 
average surplus of 8% across the country when considered on the basis of a normal winter pe-
riod. The survey noted that with prudent management of existing fodder stocks, along with ap-
propriate supplementation with concentrate feeds, farmers are well positioned to come through 
this winter. 

The very favourable grass growing conditions in August and September to date have been 
of great benefit to farmers in addressing the fodder issue.

24/09/2013WRD01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

24/09/2013WRD0120096. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the arrangements that will be put in place in relation to agri-environment schemes in 2014 
in view of the delay in introducing the revised Common Agriculture Policy 2014-2020; if there 
will be an extension of existing agri-environment scheme in 2014 or a new scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39532/13]

24/09/2013WRD01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am pleased 
to say that the revised CAP 2014 – 2020 gives priority to agri-environment schemes and re-
quires that the new Rural Development Plan must include an agri-environment scheme.  I fully 
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support this position. These schemes recognise the vital role that farmers play in delivering 
public goods through the adoption of environmentally friendly farming practices. 

In relation to Pillar 2, preparatory work for the next Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
2014 – 2020 is well underway. Under the current draft Rural Development Regulation, my 
Department must undertake an ex ante evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) a needs assessment, a strategic environ-
mental assessment (SEA) and an appropriate assessment (AA) in developing our Rural De-
velopment Programme. An independent evaluator has been contracted to prepare the ex-ante 
evaluation report, SEA and AA and to advise on the SWOT analysis. 

An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written submissions were received 
from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed by my Department and have 
fed into the development of the SWOT and needs analyses.  A second consultation was held in 
July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the draft SWOT and needs analyses. 
Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is being advanced 
in my Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will form part of this.

Participants in AEOS whose contracts overlap with these new schemes will be given the 
opportunity to adjust their commitments for the remainder of the period of the contract to the 
legal framework of the next programming period.  If such an adjustment is not acceptable to the 
participant he/she may withdraw from the scheme without any requirement for reimbursement 
of aid already received.

There are currently 49,000 farmers active in both REPS and AEOS and projected payments 
of more than €200 million will be made under these schemes this year.  

I am aware that some 12,000 farmers will be exiting REPS this year and that many of them 
would like the opportunity to join a new agri-environment scheme at the earliest opportunity.  
Likewise there are enquiries about extending the current AEOS scheme. Any such extension or 
new scheme would have to be considered in the context of the wider budgetary situation.    In 
view of the challenges we continue to face in terms of the public finances, and the requirement 
to balance competing needs both within the agricultural sector and in the economy as a whole, 
the government will give these matters careful consideration in the context of the upcoming 
Estimates process.

24/09/2013WRD01350Food Exports to China

24/09/2013WRD0140097. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine following 
on from the visit of China’s Vice President in 2012, his Department’s progress in developing 
and increasing agri-business related trade and links with China. [39510/13]

24/09/2013WRD01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am pleased 
to advise the Deputy that exports of Irish agri-food and related exports to China have grown in 
value from €167m in 2010 to €323m in 2012, an increase of 93%, with dairy products increas-
ing from €103m in 2010 to €182m in 2012, an increase of 77%. Pigmeat exports increased from 
€8m in 2010 to €44m in 2012, and increase of 450% while our seafood exports have also grown 
from €5.7m in 2010 to €10m in 2012, a 75% increase. Exports of hides and skins are valued at 
€40m in 2012. 

In the first six months of 2013, when compared with the same period in 2012, there has 
again been a significant increase in exports to China, rising from €162 to €203m, an increase 
of 25% with dairy exports showing a substantial increase from €95m to €126m, an increase of 
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33% in this period. 

During my Trade Mission to China in April 2012, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
on Agriculture and Fisheries cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture of the People’s 
Republic of China and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine was signed. This 
provides a framework for the strengthening of the bilateral relationship between Ireland and 
China in the area of agriculture and fisheries. It also provides for the sharing of expertise and 
the exchange of officials, designed to provide assurances to the Chinese authorities of the in-
tegrity of our food production systems, our high veterinary and food safety procedures and our 
technologically advanced agri and seafood sectors, thereby enhancing trade and facilitating 
increasing exports.

This MOU builds on an original MOU agreed in September 2006 and on the Action Plan 
on Mutual Cooperation between both Ministries which I signed on 28 May, 2011, and which 
provided for Chinese officials to undertake work placements in the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine (DAFM) and in the Marine Institute.

Since the signing of the renewed MOU in April, 2012, there has been a significant increase 
in the number of political and trade related visits from China to Ireland. My Department hosted 
seven inward delegations from China in 2012, including three Vice-Ministerial visits, one in-
spection visit and visits by senior Chinese officials, including a joint study visit by EU and 
Chinese officials, as part of their cooperation agreement. Two further Chinese Vice-Ministers 
visited Ireland in May and June of this year. 

Both the Marine Institute and Teagasc have also developed Memoranda of Understanding 
with their counterparts in China, focused on developing research between both our countries. 

My Department monitors on a continuous basis trade and mutual cooperation with China.  

24/09/2013WRD01550Food Labelling

24/09/2013WRD0160098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied regarding the efficacy of labelling of all food products, indig-
enous and imported, accurately reflects their origin and compliance with national and European 
standards; if he is satisfied regarding the regularity of inspections to ensure compliance; if any 
new measures are anticipated in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39515/13]

24/09/2013WRD01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Minister 
for Health has overall responsibility for the general food labelling legislation at both EU and 
domestic level, with The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) under the aegis the Minister 
for Health responsible for the enforcement of food safety and labelling requirements in Ireland.  
It carries out this remit through service contracts with my Department and other agencies in-
cluding the Health Service Executive (HSE), Local Authority Veterinary Service and the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority. However my Department plays a collaborative role in policy 
and enforcement, together with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

In this regard, EU Food Information for the Consumer Regulation adopted in 2011 provides 
a framework for providing information to consumers in relation to the provenance of food, and 
provides for the extension of compulsory origin labelling to meats other than beef. I have been 
a strong proponent of appropriate food labelling and my Department will play an active part in 
deliberations in how best to implement these provisions, once the Commission has completed 
its impact analysis on the matter later this year. 
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This legislation extended explicit compulsory origin labelling requirements to meats other 
than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in implementing acts by 13 December 2013, 
following an impact assessment by the Commission. 

Food production and labelling in the countries of the European Union operates in accor-
dance with harmonised rules and member states controls are subject to audit and supervision by 
the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) of the EU.

Inspections to ensure compliance with labelling legislation are carried out by a variety of in-
spection services provided by the HSE and my Department under the aforementioned contracts.

EU law provides for the free movement of goods between Member States. On that basis, 
meat and meat products produced in an establishment which is approved under the relevant EU 
regulation can be moved freely within the EU. Food business operators in Ireland are respon-
sible for carrying out checks to ensure that their ingredients come from approved plants. They 
must also have a system in place to identify the source of inputs and destination of outputs 
(referred to as one “step forward and one step back”). 

My Department has a permanent veterinary presence in all its approved slaughter plants. 
Controls at stand alone secondary processing plants are carried out at a frequency which is 
based on an annual risk assessment for each plant. Checks are also conducted at retail level by 
the HSE, working under the aegis of the FSAI.  

An annual audit of imported products is carried out in each Department approved meat 
plant. The audit includes physical identity, labelling and documentary checks. This includes 
product originating both in EU Member States and third countries.  In addition, labelling and 
documentary checks form part of the routine checks conducted by Department officials. 

Poultry products imported from outside the EU must come from plants approved under 
the European Union veterinary inspection regime. These premises must have equivalent stan-
dards to those pertaining in the EU. Such meat products are subject to documentary, identity 
and, where necessary, physical checks at the point of entry to ensure compliance with the EU 
requirements.

The Food Information for the Consumer Regulation (1169/2011/EC) provides inter alia   for 
mandatory country of origin/place of provenance labelling. This Regulation extends mandatory 
origin/provenance labelling, already applying in each case of beef, to pigmeat, sheepmeat and 
poultry. The Commission has been asked to bring forward its proposals in relation to the man-
datory origin/provenance of these meats to September so that the detailed rules can be adopted 
by the end of this year.  It is intended that the legislation will come into effect in 2014.

24/09/2013WRD01750Forestry Sector

24/09/2013WRD0180099. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he in-
tends to fund the development of forestry out of Pillar 2 funding under the Common Agriculture 
Policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39531/13]

24/09/2013WRD01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The cur-
rent forestry programme is funded under EU State Aid rules as set out in the “Community 
Guidelines for State Aid in the Agriculture and Forestry Sector 2007 – 2013”. These rules are 
currently being redrafted as part of the EU Commission’s modernisation of State Aid controls. 
These new rules have not yet been issued by the EU Commission and therefore it is difficult to 
say at this stage whether these rules will suit Ireland’s situation with regard to funding forestry 
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for the period 2014-2020.  I have not therefore made any decision at this stage with regard to 
how forestry should be funded in the future.

24/09/2013WRD01950Fodder Crisis

24/09/2013WRD02000100. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has put in place contingency plans in the event of bad weather this winter causing another 
animal food crisis. [39508/13]

24/09/2013WRD02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There were a 
range of measures put in place in recognition of the difficulties experienced by a great number 
of farmers across the country resulting from the unseasonable weather in 2012 and earlier this 
year which led to an extraordinary fodder shortage.

An InterAgency Fodder Committee was established in early summer under the Chairman-
ship of Dr. Tom Kelly, Teagasc. The Committee includes representatives of all Agricultural 
Stakeholders, including a representative from my Department. The Committee not only moni-
tored the fodder situation but also coordinated actions to ensure that there would be sufficient 
fodder conserved for next Winter. The Committee ensured a co-ordinated approach to the deliv-
ery of a strong advisory campaign to encourage farmers to maximise grass growth and conserve 
sufficient fodder for next winter. They produced a fodder budget worksheet which was widely 
publicised and allowed farmers to make decisions regarding feed planning for next winter. 

At my request, the InterAgency Fodder Committee reported to the Food Harvest 2020 High 
Level Implementation Committee, which I chair, on the actions being taken and the progress 
being made.

In April this year I established a Fodder Transport Subsidy Scheme to help alleviate the dif-
ficulties being encountered by farmers.   The Scheme reduced the cost of imported fodder to 
farmers by approximately a third. The Scheme supported the importation of almost 2,800 loads 
of imported fodder, amounting to over 40,000 tons of fodder into the country.

In recognition of the severe difficulties experienced by farmers due to a shortage of fodder 
and the serious risk of a further shortage this Autumn/Winter, Ministers Hogan and I announced 
temporary and targeted adjustment of 2 provisions of the Nitrates Regulations to support ad-
ditional fodder production on Irish farms earlier this year, i.e., extension of the period for the 
application of chemical fertiliser from the 15th   to the end of September and the discounting of 
the phosphorus content a portion of meal fed.

The InterAgency Fodder Committee conducted a Fodder Survey earlier this month. The sur-
vey shows a major improvement in availability of fodder for the season ahead with an overall 
average surplus of 8% across the country when considered on the basis of a normal winter pe-
riod. The survey noted that with prudent management of existing fodder stocks, along with ap-
propriate supplementation with concentrate feeds, farmers are well positioned to come through 
this winter. 

The very favourable grass growing conditions in August and September to date have been 
of great benefit to farmers in addressing the fodder issue.

24/09/2013WRD02150Single Payment Scheme Administration

24/09/2013WRD02200101. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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if in the event of payments being made on land deemed ineligible for payment under the single 
farm payment the EU disallow reimbursement on that land or if it also fines the paying State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39535/13]

24/09/2013WRD02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
will be fully aware of the importance of payments made under the Single Payment Scheme, 
the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes to the annual income of 
Irish farmers. My Department is bound, under EU Regulations, to maintain the accuracy the 
Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS), which underpins the processing of applications un-
der these Schemes as well as REPS and AEOS.

At the start of each year, my Department issues colour maps of all land parcels declared by 
farmers in the previous year together with a covering letter. In that letter, farmers are reminded 
to examine each map carefully and to identify and exclude from their application all ineligible 
features such as buildings, farmyards, scrub, roadways, forests, lakes etc. included in the land 
parcels.   There is, therefore, an onus on all farmers to ensure that the area of land declared 
by them as eligible for payment under the Direct Payment Schemes is accurate. They are also 
given the means to do so by making the ortho-photos available to them on an annual basis. 
These requirements are also made clear in the Terms and Conditions of the Schemes, which 
accompanies the pre-printed application form issued to all farmers at the commencement of the 
application period each year. In view of the size and structure of farm enterprises in Ireland, 
farmers are fully aware of all of the non-eligible areas of their holdings.       

In addition to any changes submitted by farmers, in order to insure the integrity of the LPIS, 
my Department continuously reviews the eligibility of lands claimed by farmers for the Single 
Payment Scheme and other Direct Payment Schemes.  

In line with this position, all lands claimed under Direct Payment Schemes in respect of the 
2009 – 2012 scheme years are currently subject to ongoing review for eligibility purposes. As 
a result of this phase of this review, any payments made to farmers in respect of claimed areas, 
which were found to be ineligible, must be reimbursed. In such circumstances farmers are ad-
vised they could either refund the over-payment directly to my Department or the overpayment 
could be recouped from their next payment(s) due from my Department. 

Finally, I can confirm that in the event of the European Commission determining that EU 
monies have been paid on ineligible land, it would recover the relevant amount from the paying 
agency that made the payment. However, this would not be the case where that Member State 
took the appropriate measures to recoup the amounts involved from the farmers, who made the 
over-claims that led to the over-payments, and repaid these amounts to the Commission. 

24/09/2013WRD02350Fodder Crisis

24/09/2013WRD02400102. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of money paid out to date for the fodder transport subsidy; the number of applica-
tions received; the number of applications paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39550/13]

24/09/2013WRD02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In light of the 
difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, earlier this year I announced 
the allocation of funding for an imported fodder transport scheme, designed to reduce the cost 
to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside the island of Ireland. The aid 
substantially covered the cost of transport into the country, thus reducing the cost to farmers of 
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a bale of hay by approximately one third.

While the scheme operated through the co-operatives, marts and other approved agencies, 
the actual beneficiaries are the individual farmers and primary producers who needed urgent 
supplies of feed. Operating the scheme in this manner was the quickest and most effective way 
of getting the fodder to those who needed it.  

Of the 81 different concerns which participated in the Scheme, to date, 58 have submit-
ted claims, of which 14 have been fully processed and paid with a further 9 cases cleared to 
payment stage.  Of the remaining 35 cases that have submitted documentation, 17 have yet to 
submit sufficient documentation. These concerns have been contacted directly and are work-
ing with my Department to resolve the outstanding issues. Currently documentation remains 
outstanding from 23 concerns. 

24/09/2013WRD02550Cabinet Committee Meetings

24/09/2013WRD02600103. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the number of times the enhanced 
Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability have met since March 2011.  
[39336/13]

24/09/2013WRD02700104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach if he will list the entire membership of 
the enhanced Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability. [39337/13]

24/09/2013WRD02800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 103 and 104 together.

The Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears has met on nine occasions since March 2011:

1. 14th March 2012

2. 3rd April 2012

3. 24th April 2012

4. 15th May 2012

5. 5th June 2012

6. 25th June 2012

7. 19th July 2012

8. 5th November 2012

9. 14th January 2013 

The Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability has met on four occa-
sions since March 2011.  

1. 22nd February 2013

2. 15th April 2013

3. 13th May 2013

4. 22nd July 2013

Membership of the Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability is set 
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out below:

Taoiseach (Chair)

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade

Minister for Finance

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation

Minister for Social Protection

Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government

Minister for Justice and Equality

Minister of State O’Sullivan (Housing and Planning)

24/09/2013WRD02850Emigration Data

24/09/2013WRD02900105. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons that have 
emigrated from the State on a monthly basis since the Government came into office. [39144/13]

24/09/2013WRD03000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy regarding emigration is not available on a monthly basis.  Emi-
gration figures are published in the Annual Population and Migration Estimates in respect of 
Mid-April each year.   The table provides the most recent estimates of the number of emigrants 
from the Republic of Ireland for the 12 month period ending mid April for the years 2010 to 
2013.   The figures for 2012 and 2013 are preliminary and are subject to revision. 

Estimated number of emigrants from the Republic of Ireland, 2010-2013*

Year ending April Persons
2010 69,200
2011 80,600
2012 87,100
2013 89,000
 *2012 and 2013 are preliminary and are subject to revision

Cabinet Committee Meetings

24/09/2013WRD03100106. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of times the Cabinet sub-
Committee on Infrastructure has met since March 2011.  [36320/13]

24/09/2013WRD03200The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Infrastructure has met on 14 occa-
sions since the Government took office.

The work of the Committee includes the implementation of commitments in the Programme 
for Government in relation to NewERA and infrastructural investment.  It is supported by a 
Senior Officials Group which brings together the key Departments.
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Exports Data

24/09/2013WRD03300107. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the value of exports in the service sector 
and the total number employed in this sector for each year since 2002. [36900/13]

24/09/2013WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Quar-
terly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in 
the State.   In line with EU requirements the QNHS collects sector of employment according to 
the standard EU classification (NACE).  Exports of services are recorded in the current account 
of Ireland’s Balance of Payments (BOP).  

NACE sector is recorded in the BOP survey register for each respondent. 

Tables 1 and 2 show total service exports, service exports and persons employed in the Ser-
vices sectors from 2002 as published by the CSO. 

Table 1: Service Exports & Persons Employed 2002-2007

- 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Total Service Ex-
ports (€ million)

31,589  37,133 42,424  48,219 57,069 67,960 

of which: Service 
Exports - Services 
Sectors (€ million)

 31,840 36,540 44,701 53,358 

Persons Employed 
- Services Sectors 
(‘000s)

1,159 1,195 1,241 1,306 1,370 1,447 

Sector detail not available for Service Exports for 2002 and 2003

For Persons Employed, reference period Q2=Apr-Jun

Sources: Balance of Payments and Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics 
Office

Table 2: Service Exports & Persons Employed 2008-2012 

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total Service Ex-
ports (€ million)

67,947 67,602 74,311 81,468 90,295 

of which: Service 
Exports - Services 
Sectors (€ million)

53,033 53,323 60,756 67,294 75,405 

Persons Employed 
- Services Sectors 
(‘000s)

1,486 1,449 1,429 1,426 1,416 

For Persons Employed, reference period Q2=Apr-Jun

Sources: Balance of Payments and Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics 
Office

Detailed information for service exports are provided in Tables 3 and 4.
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Table 3: Service exports classified by NACE Rev.2 Economic Sector 2002 - 2007 (€ mil-
lion)

Economic 
Sector 
(NACE 
REV.2) 

Description 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

All sectors Total Ser-
vice Exports 

31,589 37,133 42,424 48,219 57,069 67,960 

B-E & F Service 
exports - 
Industry & 
Construction 
Sectors (for 
information)

10,584 11,679 12,368 14,602 

G-U Service Ex-
ports - Ser-
vices Sectors

31,840 36,540 44,701 53,358 

- of which:
J Information 

and commu-
nication

14,175 15,413 18,726 22,911 

K-L Financial, 
insurance 
and real 
estate activi-
ties

13,624 13,146 16,633 18,093 

- All other 
service sec-
tors

4,041 7,981 9,342 12,354 

Sector detail not available for Service Exports for 2002 and 2003

Source: Balance of Payments and Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics 
Office

Table 4: Service exports classified by NACE Rev.2 Economic Sector 2008 - 2012 (€ mil-
lion)

Economic 
sector 
(NACE 
Rev.2)

Description 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

All sectors Total Service 
Exports 

67,947 67,602 74,311 81,468 90,295 
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Economic 
sector 
(NACE 
Rev.2)

Description 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

B-E & F Service 
exports - 
Industry & 
Construction 
Sectors (for 
information)

14,914 14,279 13,555 14,174 14,890 

G-U Service Ex-
ports - Ser-
vices Sectors

53,033 53,323 60,756 67,294 75,405 

- of which:
J Information 

and commu-
nication

25,686 26,560 30,823 35,377 40,583 

K-L Financial, in-
surance and 
real estate 
activities

15,966 15,297 17,045 17,231 18,918 

- All other ser-
vice sectors

11,381 11,466 12,888 14,686 15,904 

Source: Balance of Payments and Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics 
Office

Detailed information for persons employed in services sectors are provided in Tables 5 and 
6.

Table 5: Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NACE Rev.2 

Economic Sector (Services) Q2/2002 - Q2/2007 (‘000s)

Economic 
sector 
(NACE 
Rev.2)

Description Q2/02 Q2/03 Q2/04 Q2/05 Q2/06 Q2/07

G-U Total Persons 
- Services Sec-
tors

1,159.4 1,194.6 1,241.0 1,305.9 1,370.2 1,447.1

- of which:
J Information 

and communi-
cation

65.7 63.0 62.9 65.7 69.8 71.2

K-L Financial, 
insurance and 
real estate 
activities

78.0 80.9 89.2 92.6 94.3 102.1

- All other ser-
vice sectors

1,015.7 1,050.7 1,088.8 1,147.6 1,206.1 1,273.9
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Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change

Reference period Q2=Apr-Jun

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office

Table 6: Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NACE Rev.2 

Economic Sector (Services) Q2/2008 - Q2/2013 (‘000s)

Econom-
ic sector 
(NACE 
Rev.2)

Descrip-
tion

Q2/08 Q2/09 Q2/10 Q2/11 Q2/12 Q2/13

G-U Total 
Persons - 
Services 
Sectors

1,486.3 1,449.2 1,428.6 1,425.6 1,416.0 1,424.2

- of which:
J Informa-

tion and 
commu-
nication

72.3 74.5 76.6 77.9 81.2 80.4

K-L Financial, 
insurance 
and real 
estate 
activities

107.1 109.8 104.2 105.1 99.3 98.9

- All other 
service 
sectors

1,306.9 1,264.9 1,247.8 1,242.6 1,235.5 1,245.0

 Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change

Reference period Q2=Apr-Jun

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office

24/09/2013WRD03425Dáil Reform

24/09/2013WRD03500108. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on a possible 
referendum to provide constitutional status to the committees of the Houses of the Oireachtas, 
as committed to in the programme for Government; when he expects such a Bill to come before 
the Oireachtas before being put before the people; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [37407/13]

24/09/2013WRD03600147. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach his plans to implement the com-
mitment in the Programme for Government to amend Standing Orders so that written Parlia-
mentary Questions have to be answered within a certain number of days even during the Dáil 
recess; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39452/13]
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24/09/2013WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 108 and 147 together.

The Programme for Government sets out an ambitious Oireachtas Reform agenda, which 
will be implemented over the lifetime of the Government on a phased basis. 

Enhancing the role and powers of the Oireachtas Committees is at the heart of the Govern-
ment’s reform agenda.

In the summer of 2011 the first phase of reform included establishing a new Oireachtas 
Committee system which included a number of Programme for Government reforms designed 
to enhance the Committee system:

-  The number of Oireachtas Committees was reduced from 25 to 16.

-  A system of pre-legislative review was established under which Oireachtas Committees 
are involved at an early stage in the development of legislation before a Bill is published.

-  A Public Service Oversight and Petitions Committee chaired by a member of the Opposi-
tion was established.

In June 2012 the Oireachtas Committee system was further re-structured:

-  Dissolving and reorganising of a number of administrative Oireachtas Committees to 
allow the reallocation of resources towards Oireachtas Committees dealing with Government 
Departments.

-  The establishment of an Oireachtas Committee on Jobs to focus solely on this area of 
Government priority.

-  The establishment of an Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
deal with the increased workload in this area in light of the proposed changes to the CAP.

-  The merger of the role of Chairperson on the Oireachtas Committee on the Good Friday 
Agreement with that of the Irish Co-Chair of the British-Irish Parliamentary Assembly.

Earlier this month the Government announced a new phase of Oireachtas Reforms which 
included a number of changes to enhance the powers of Oireachtas Committees and will be 
implemented over the next few months as well as outlining a new Committee system to be 
introduced after the next General Election.  The changes to be introduced to Oireachtas Com-
mittees in this Dáil term include the following.

Pre-Legislation

More public involvement in law making by expanding the current Oireachtas Committee 
Pre-Legislative Stage.  The Pre-Legislative stage before the relevant Oireachtas Committee will 
be required for all non-emergency legislation. Where a Minister does not bring a Bill to Com-
mittee for Pre-Legislative Stage, they will be required to outline to both the Cabinet and the 
Dáil the reasons for this decision.  This will allow for an unprecedented and extensive engage-
ment by the public in law making. The Committee can consult with citizens with expertise in 
the area, civic society groups and other interested groups – crucially, this will take place before 
the Legislation is drafted.  Where there has been Pre-Legislative Stage the Chair or Vice 
Chair of the Committee will have an equal right to speak as the Minister and the Opposition 
spokespersons before the Dáil to outline the Committee’s work.

Post-Legislation



Questions - Written Answers

150

A Minister will report to the relevant Oireachtas Select Committee within 12 months of en-
actment to review the functioning of the Act. This will allow for the Committee to consult with 
civil society groups and individuals with expertise in the relevant area.

Enhancing the role of Oireachtas Committees in the Budget Process

-  April to September:  In April each year the Stability Programme Update is presented by 
the Government to the EU. Committees can review this information and report before the Bud-
get in October.

-  October to December:   The Budget and Spending Estimates will be published in October.

The Dáil and Committees will, for the first time, scrutinise the Budget proposals and the 
Estimates before the beginning of the financial year before any money is spent.

If the people support the proposal to abolish the Seanad, in the next Dáil, under a unicameral 
system, a number of Oireachtas Committee reforms will be required, including:

-  A Pre-Enactment Stage will be introduced between Report Stage and Final Stage.  This 
would be undertaken by the Committee which had considered the Bill at Pre-Legislative and 
Committee Stages and will allow for that Committee to make recommendations to the Dáil for 
approval. This will take place with all Bills except in the case of emergency legislation.

-  A new structure for the Oireachtas Committee System will be established.  This enhanced 
Committee System will have 14 Dáil Committees including:

  - Four strategic committees: They will focus on issues of major strategic and political 
importance (including PAC, Finance & Budget, EU scrutiny and Social Affairs). They will be 
granted additional powers to carry out their work such as those currently allowed to PAC. They 
will take precedence over the sectoral committees. 

 - Seven sectoral committees: They will shadow Government Departments; and 

- Three thematic committees: They would focus on specific issues (Oversight & Petitions, 
Good Friday Agreement, members’ interests).   

Committee Chairs will be appointed using the d’Hondt system for a proportionate distribu-
tion of Committee Chairs between the Government and Opposition.

These Committees will have the power to consult civil society groups, advocacy groups and 
individuals with expertise in a specific area to inform and assist them in their work.

The provision of Constitutional status to Oireachtas Committees would be a matter to be 
considered in light of these developments.

Similarly, the commitment in the Programme for Government to amend Standing Orders 
so that Written Parliamentary Questions have to be answered within a certain number of days 
even during the Dáil recess will be considered as part of the ongoing Dáil Reform agenda being 
implemented over the lifetime of this Government.

Statutory Instruments

24/09/2013WRE00200109. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach the measures taken to ensure all that statu-
tory instruments are placed on the Irish Statute Book website in a timely manner; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [37420/13]
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24/09/2013WRE00300The Taoiseach: The electronic files for Statutory Instruments (SIs) are produced through 
the electronic statutory instrument system (eSIS) by the Government Publications Office and 
sent to the Attorney General’s Office in batches of 30-50. 

When received, they are processed for publication on the electronic Irish Statute Book web 
site (eISB), in a searchable format, with relevant cross referencing/linking as required.

The time taken to process the SIs varies depending on the complexity and number of SIs 
received.  It is generally done in a timely manner, but in some cases can take up to 10 days.

As an interim measure, SIs in Portable Document Format (PDF) are also sourced from Gov-
ernment Publications and are available from a link on the eISB, normally within a day of being 
notified in Iris Oifigiúil. The SI PDF format file does not contain cross referencing/linking and 
is not searchable.

Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

24/09/2013WRE00400110. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of the bodies, 
boards or committees under the remit of his Department to which ministerial appointments are 
made; the statutory provision providing for the making of such appointments in each case; the 
annual allowance or other payment made to the chairperson and the annual allowance or other 
payment made to an ordinary member; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39093/13]

24/09/2013WRE00500The Taoiseach: Appointments are made by the Taoiseach to the National Economic and 
Social Development Office (NESDO) in accordance with Section 13(2) of the NESDO Act 
2006. 

NESDO is the body corporate of the National Economic and Social Council (NESC). The 
Taoiseach appoints members to the NESC in line with Section 14 of the NESDO Act 2006 
and Statutory Instrument No. 603 of the National Economic and Social Council (Alteration of 
Composition) Order 2010.

Up to 20 appointments are made following receipt of nominations from business and em-
ployer interests, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, Farming and Agricultural Interests, the 
Community and Voluntary Sector and the Environmental Sector. The Taoiseach may also ap-
point up to six public servants and up to eight independent members, possessing knowledge, 
expertise and skills which the Taoiseach considers relevant to the functions of the NESC.

No allowance or other payments are made to the Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson or ordi-
nary members of the NESC. 

Appointments to the National Statistics Board (NSB) are made in line with the provisions of 
Section 18 of the Statistics Act 1993.  My functions in relation to the NSB were delegated to the 
Government Chief Whip, Minister of State Paul Kehoe T.D., on the 22 March 2011.  

As set out in the Act, the NSB comprises a Chairperson and seven Board members - five per-
sons of proven ability and experience in relevant fields, an Assistant Secretary or equivalent or 
higher grade in the Department of the Taoiseach, an Assistant Secretary or equivalent or higher 
grade in the Department of Finance, and the Director General of the CSO, ex officio.

The Chairperson is eligible to receive an annual stipend of €8,978. Those Board members 
eligible to receive a stipend receive €5,985. (No stipend is paid to members of the Board who 
are Civil Servants). 
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Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

24/09/2013WRE00600111. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach the bodies, boards or committees 
under the remit of his Department where there is currently a vacancy to be filled by ministerial 
appointment; if so, whether the vacancy relates to the chairperson or an ordinary member or 
members, specifying the number of vacancies in each case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39094/13]

24/09/2013WRE00700112. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach the bodies, boards or committees 
under the remit of his Department where there is anticipated to be a vacancy within the next six 
months to be filled by ministerial appointment; if so, whether the anticipated vacancy relates 
to the chairperson or an ordinary member or members, specifying the number of anticipated 
vacancies in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39095/13]

24/09/2013WRE00800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 111 and 112 together.

There are currently no vacancies on the National Statistics Board (NSB) or the National 
Economic and Social Council (NESC).  The term in office of the NSB is due to end in October.  
The Statistics Act 1993 sets out the composition and membership of the National Statistics 
Board (NSB).   

The NSB comprises a Chairperson and seven Board members - five persons of proven abil-
ity and experience in relevant fields, an Assistant Secretary or equivalent or higher grade in 
the Department of the Taoiseach, an Assistant Secretary or equivalent or higher grade in the 
Department of Finance, and the Director General of the CSO, ex officio.

There are no vacancies anticipated in the National Economic and Social Council in the next 
six months.

24/09/2013WRE00850Haddington Road Agreement Savings

24/09/2013WRE00900113. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a yearly detailed 
breakdown of the sectoral measures and accompanying savings for the duration of Haddington 
Road agreement applicable his Department and/or non-commercial State sponsored bodies un-
der the aegis of his Department.  [39096/13]

24/09/2013WRE01000The Taoiseach: The savings arising under the Haddington Road Agreement have been in-
corporated in my Department’s Revised Estimate for 2013 and will be reflected in the Estimates 
for 2014. Further details for 2015 and 2016 will be incorporated in the relevant vote allocations 
in the context of the overall Estimates process.

The table below shows the estimated savings for my Department for 2013 and 2014:

HRA Estimated Savings 2013 2014
Estimated Overtime Saving €70,561  € 131,243 
Higher Remuneration Re-
duction

€147,579  € 295,158 

These savings are in addition to savings arising from the application of Haddington Road 
which will assist the Department in reaching the reductions in employee numbers under our 
Employment Control Framework and in delivering new and enhanced services in line with 
business needs.
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The estimated saving for the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) through the 
reduction of higher remuneration in 2013 is €32,979 and for 2014 it is estimated to be €62,218.

Departmental Records

24/09/2013WRE01100114. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding the 
quality of record keeping in his Department, the new instructions to staff that have been issued 
regarding the filing and retention of documents in his Department since the current Government 
came into office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39097/13]

24/09/2013WRE01200115. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding 
the quality of record keeping in his Department, the new protocols that have been implemented 
regarding the filing and retention of documents in his Department since the current Government 
came into office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39098/13]

24/09/2013WRE01300116. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding the 
quality of record keeping in his Department, the training that has been offered to staff regarding 
the filing and retention of documents in his Department since the current Government came into 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39099/13]

24/09/2013WRE01400117. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding the 
quality of record keeping in his Department, the new documents that are now being kept, which 
were not previously being recorded in his Department since the current Government came into 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39100/13]

24/09/2013WRE01500118. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding 
the quality of record keeping in his Department, if an audit of document retention and filing 
systems, both digital and analogue, has been undertaken since the current Government came 
into office, if he will release the details of any such audit in full; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39101/13]

24/09/2013WRE01600119. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to the his concerns re-
garding the quality of record keeping in his Department, the new IT systems that have been 
installed since the current Government came into office to address his concerns; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39102/13]

24/09/2013WRE01700120. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding the 
quality of record keeping in his Department, the new positions that have been introduced for 
example chief information officer since the current Government came into office; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39103/13]

24/09/2013WRE01800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 to 120, inclusive, together.

All records and data, electronic and paper based, held in my Department are maintained in 
compliance with the provisions of the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003, the Freedom of In-
formation Acts 1997 and 2003 and the National Archives Act 1986 and in compliance with the 
records management guidelines set out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

My Department operates a central registry record-keeping system comprising a Registry 
File Tracking System and a central repository for the storage of Departmental records. The lo-
cation of files created in the Department are known, to the time when they are transferred to the 
National Archives for permanent preservation.  
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As part of an ongoing programme of in-house training, a workshop on the creation and 
maintenance of records was recently provided for staff by relevant officials from the Depart-
ment and the National Archives Office.  Similar training is being provided in relation to obliga-
tions under Freedom of Information legislation and on the Department’s IT systems.

A Chief Information Officer (CIO) was recently appointed at the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform to give guidance and leadership in the development of an ICT strategy 
across the Civil Service and the wider public service.  My Department will actively engage with 
the CIO in this work.

Gender Balance Issues

24/09/2013WRE01900121. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the present gender balance of the 
total membership of State bodies under the aegis of his Department; if the ratio has changed 
significantly over the course of the present Government’s term; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39108/13]

24/09/2013WRE02000The Taoiseach: Since coming into office on 9 March 2011, I have made 14 appointments 
to the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) in accordance with the provisions of the 
NESDO Act 2006 as amended by the NESC (Alteration of Composition) Order 2010.  Eight of 
these appointments, comprising four women and four men were independent members. See full 
list of appointments in the Table below.

In line with this legislation, I appoint up to 20 members on the basis of nominations from 
business and employer interests, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, farming and agricultural 
interests, the community and voluntary sector and the environmental sector.  

I may also appoint up to six public servants of whom at least one shall represent the Tao-
iseach and one shall represent the Minister for Finance.  These appointments represent relevant 
Departments to ensure NESC’s work is integrated with Government policy-making.  Histori-
cally, the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson posts are filled from my Department at Secre-
tary General and Assistant Secretary level. 

The ratio has not changed significantly over this time. Women now account for 26% (28% 
in March 2011) of the Council’s total membership, while men account for 74% (72% in 2011) 
of its membership. 

Table for Circulation

Table: Details of appointments made by the Taoiseach to NESC since 9 March 2011 are 
set out in the table beneath.  

 Name Organisation Date of Appointment 
Mr. Martin Fraser, Chairper-
son of NESC

Secretary General, Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach 

August 2011

Mr. John Shaw, Deputy 
Chairperson of NESC

Assistant Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach 

January 2012

Prof. Edgar Morgenroth Associate Research Profes-
sor, Economic and Social 
Research Institute 

June 2011

Prof. John McHale Economist, National Univer-
sity of Ireland, Galway 

June 2011
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 Name Organisation Date of Appointment 
Prof. Mary Daly Professor of Sociology 

and Social Policy, Senior 
Research Fellow of Green 
Templeton College, Depart-
ment of Social Policy and 
Intervention, University of 
Oxford

June 2011

Prof. Anna Davis Department of Geography, 
Trinity College Dublin

June 2011

Prof. Seán Ó Riain Department of Sociology, 
National University of Ire-
land, Maynooth

June 2011

Dr. Michael O’Sullivan Head of Portfolio Strategy 
and Thematic Research, 
Credit Suisse, London

June 2011

Ms. Mary Walsh Chartered Accountant June 2011
Dr. Michelle Norris Senior Lecturer, School of 

Applied Social Science, 
University College Dublin.

July 2011

Mr. Shay Cody IMPACT September 2011
Mr. John Murphy Secretary General, Depart-

ment of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

November 2011

Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú Secretary General, Depart-
ment of Education and Skills

February 2012

Mr. John Moran Secretary General, Depart-
ment of Finance

March 2012

 

The National Statistics Board (NSB)

Under the Statistics Act, 1993, the National Statistics Board comprises a Chairperson and 
seven Board members - five persons of proven ability and experience in relevant fields, an As-
sistant Secretary or equivalent or higher grade in the Department of the Taoiseach, an Assistant 
Secretary or equivalent or higher grade in the Department of Finance, and the Director General 
of the CSO,   ex officio.

Of the 8 current members on the NSB, one (the Chair) is female.  The ratio has not changed 
significantly during the course of the present Government’s term as only one vacancy has aris-
en.  A vacancy arose to replace an Assistant Secretary from my Department, as set out in the 
legislation.  

The term of the current board is due to end in October.

Ministerial Staff

24/09/2013WRE02100122. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the staffing levels of the private of-
fices and constituency offices of Ministers and Ministers of State in his Department; the salary 
of each; the same figures for this time in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39113/13]

24/09/2013WRE02200The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below:

Office - September 2011 - September 2013
- Staff Salary Cost Staff Salary Cost
Taoiseach’s 
Private Office

15* €1,065,227 15  €1,049,462 

Taoiseach’s 
Constituency 
Office

5 €281,422 4  €220,450 

Government 
Chief Whip’s 
Private Office 

5 €281,267 5  €271,535 

Government 
Chief Whip’s 
Constituency 
Office

3 €133,180 3  €138,145 

Minister of State 
for European 
Affairs’s Private 
Office

2 €104,406 2  €99,525 

*This figure includes the special advisers as outlined in Parliamentary Question 123.

Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

24/09/2013WRE02300123. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the saving to the 
Exchequer if all special advisers to him and his Ministers of State were capped at the first point 
on the principal officer pay scale.  [39114/13]

24/09/2013WRE02400The Taoiseach: There are five Special Advisers employed by my Department, four of whom 
are my Special Advisers and one of whom is Special Adviser to the Government Chief Whip.  
The details requested in relation to their salaries is set out in the table below.

The 1st point of the Principal Officer (standard scale) is €75,647.

The salary cost for special advisers employed in my Department in 2012 was €581,236.  
The comparative full year figure for Special Advisors employed in this Department in 2010 was 
€1,072,920.

Position Current Salary
Chief of Staff €156,380
Special Adviser €156,380
Special Adviser €81,676
Special Adviser €81,676
Special Adviser to the Chief Whip €81,676

Ministerial Allowances

24/09/2013WRE02500124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the number of miles claimed for and 
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the amount of travel expenses paid to him and each Minister of State in his Department in re-
spect of his official functions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39115/13]

24/09/2013WRE02600The Taoiseach: The below table details travel expenses paid to Minister of State Kehoe, 
including the number of miles claimed, from March 2011 to end of August 2013. 

 Travel Expenses Mileage Claimed Total Miles
€1,087 €37,925 69,896 miles
I have been provided with a Garda car under the Ministerial transport scheme and do not use 

a private car for official purposes. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade pay expenses 
in relation to Minister of State for European Affairs. 

Departmental Agencies Pension Provisions

24/09/2013WRE02700125. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach in respect of each State agency and 
commercial State company under the aegis of his Department, if he will provide details of the 
name of each pension scheme; details of the salary percentage contributions made by the em-
ployer and the employees; the latest information on the funding position of the scheme; if any 
changes are planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39116/13]

24/09/2013WRE02800The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) comes under the aegis 
of my Department.

Most staff in NESC are members of the Non-established State Employees Scheme. The 
scheme is non-contributory but there is a deduction of 1.5% of net salary in respect of the 
Spouses’ and Children’s scheme. There is no contribution applying to the employer.

A number of staff who are not members of the non-established scheme are paid an allow-
ance of 16.6% of salary in lieu of superannuation. These staff currently have a once off option 
of joining the non-established scheme. 

Legislative Process

24/09/2013WRE02900126. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form the 
number of amendments to legislation he proposed during Committee and Report Stages in 
Seanad Éireann in 2012; if he will provide in tabular form the number of his own amendments 
accepted; and if he will indicate in tabular form the number of amendments accepted from 
members of the Seanad, broken down by Senator.  [39117/13]

24/09/2013WRE03000The Taoiseach: I did not take any legislation through Seanad Éireann in 2012.

Departmental Advertising Expenditure

24/09/2013WRF00200127. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Taoiseach the total cost of all media advertising in his De-
partment for each of the past five years; the efforts his Department is making to ensure that local 
media both print and radio are being supported as well as national media by his Department’s 
budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39118/13]

24/09/2013WRF00300The Taoiseach: The table below details expenditure by my Department on Media Advertis-
ing from 2009 to end of August 2013.  
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Amount spent on Media Advertising from 2009 to Date, August 2013

Year Details Amount 
2009 Department €21,901

National Forum on Europe €2,406
Change Management Fund* €3,402

2010 Department €11,579
Change Management Fund* €9,372

2011 Department €101,062
2012 Department €6,192

Referendum on the EU Fis-
cal Stability Treaty

€540,334

Constitutional Convention €16,048
2013 (end of August) Department €16,468

EU Presidency €51,660
* These amounts were recouped from the Change Management fund, Department of Finance

Expenditure by my Department relates to telephone directories as well as notices in news-
papers in respect of the National Day of Commemoration and other such events.  In 2011 the 
majority of expenditure related to public information notices for the public event held during 
the visit of President Barack Obama.

The Department of the Taoiseach’s media advertisements relate largely to national events 
and therefore the majority of the advertising requires use of national media. As part of the 
Government’s information campaign on the Stability Treaty referendum, information adver-
tisements were placed on local radio and with local newspapers in May 2012. These were 
considered important outlets to ensure awareness and understanding across the country. The 
Department also managed media and press aspects of the 2013 EU Presidency and maintained 
strong contact with local/regional media, facilitating journalists at all high-level EU Presidency 
meetings. In addition, in May and June 2013 the Department facilitated a large number of local 
newspapers with profiles of Irish officials from their areas who held key roles in the Presidency 
in Brussels.

Departmental Functions

24/09/2013WRF00400128. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will discuss the re-configuration of 
the EU affairs and co-ordination division of his Department, in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, in view of the conclusion of the Irish Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39119/13]

24/09/2013WRF00500The Taoiseach: In October 2011, responsibility for the coordination of EU policy formally 
transferred from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to a newly created EU Affairs and 
Coordination Division in the Department of the Taoiseach. The new arrangements responded 
to the evolution of EU institutional structures and practices following the entry into force of 
the Lisbon Treaty, in particular the increased role of the European Council. They also reflected 
the need to ensure effective coordination and strategic direction of Ireland’s engagement with 
the EU across the whole of Government. Almost two years on, I am pleased to state that the 
arrangement is working very well. Systems are in place to ensure effective coordination and 
communication between the two Departments and our EU Missions on matters of EU policy. 
Officials from both Departments maintained close and regular contact in the lead up to, and 
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throughout, the successful EU Presidency in the first half of this year and this contact will be 
maintained into the future.

EU Regulations

24/09/2013WRF00600129. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he has responded to a request from 
the British Government on the topic of a balance of competencies review of European Union 
law and regulatory regimes; if he will share the detail of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39122/13]

24/09/2013WRF00700The Taoiseach: The Taoiseach has no official responsibility to the Dáil in relation to this 
matter, which is within the remit of the Tanaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.  
We consider that the ongoing review exercise is primarily a domestic political issue for the 
UK, although we are monitoring the matter very closely. While the UK government has in-
vited submissions, the great majority of EU member states have not made any at this stage.   I 
believe the UK’s interests are best served by remaining an influential member of the EU. The 
EU as a whole is better and stronger with the EU in it.  It is also in Ireland’s interests that the 
UK remains a fully committed member. While we disagree on some EU issues, the UK remains 
an important ally on many aspects of EU policy, including areas such as trade liberalisation on 
which we collaborated during Ireland’s recent EU Presidency term.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

24/09/2013WRF00800130. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the names of all consultants hired by his 
Department since he took office and the total cost to the State of these consultants in each case. 
[39126/13]

24/09/2013WRF00900The Taoiseach: The table below provides details of all consultants hired by my Department 
and the total cost to the State since March 2011.

Name of  Consultant Total Cost €
2011 -
QTS Limited €1,271
Tower Watson (Ireland) Ltd €12,100
2012 -
QTS Limited €1,271
Caroline Erskine €25,830
2013 -
Caroline Erskine €30,553

24/09/2013WRF00950Departmental Websites

24/09/2013WRF01000131. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will outline in tabular form, each 
Internet domain that his Department or body under the aegis of his Department has registered 
online, from 2010 onwards in either .ie or other format since his Department first established an 
online presence; the date on which each domain was initially registered and for what intended 
purpose; the amount each domain and associated hosting has cost on a yearly basis from when 
each domain was first registered; the date on which each domain is expiring; if he intends to 
renew each domain when it comes up for renewal; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter.  [39127/13]

24/09/2013WRF01100The Taoiseach: The tables below outline the internet domain names that the Department 
and NESDO, the only body under the aegis of the Department, has registered online.  

Table 1 outlines active domain names, the date that the domain name was registered on 
a central Domain Name Database, valid registration date, and associated annual costs from  
2009/10 to 2013/14 where appropriate.  

Table 2 outlines expired domain names, the date that the domain name was registered on 
a central Domain Name Database, valid registration date, and associated annual costs from  
2009/10 to 2012/13 where appropriate.  

Table 3 outlines the domain names associated with NESDO the only body under the aegis 
of this Department.

Table 1: Active Domain Names

Active 
Domain 
Names

Electronic 
Registra-
tion Date

Registra-
tion valid 
to

Cost 
2009/10

Cost 
2010/11

Cost 
2011/12

Cost  
2012/13

Cost  
2013/14

ae2013.ie 22/05/2012 24/05/2014 47.97 47.97
antaoise-
ach.com

01/03/2010 28/02/2014 23.6 23.6 35.67 35.67

antaoise-
ach.eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

antaoise-
ach.ie

11/07/2010 10/07/2014 29.64 29.64 59.29 47.97

antaoise-
ach.info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.7 35.7 71.39 72.57

antaoise-
ach.org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

archive.
constitu-
tion.ie

19/12/2012 19/12/2013 276.75

chiefwhip.
eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

chiefwhip.
ie

15/05/2010 14/05/2014 29.64 29.64 59.29 47.97

chiefwhip.
info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.7 35.7 71.39 72.57

chiefwhip.
net

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 60.27 60.27

chiefwhip.
org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 60.27 60.27

constitu-
tionalcon-
vention.ie

18/04/2012 18/04/2014 47.97 47.97

constitu-
tion.ie

01/04/2013 31/03/2014 47.97

ecabinet.ie 10/08/2010 09/08/2014 35.7 35.7 72.57 47.97
eu2013.eu 12/01/2012 11/01/2014 41.82 35.67
eu2013.ie 18/02/2010 17/02/2014 16.67 16.67 16.67 50
eu2013.
info

27/01/2012 26/01/2014 41.82 41.82
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Active 
Domain 
Names

Electronic 
Registra-
tion Date

Registra-
tion valid 
to

Cost 
2009/10

Cost 
2010/11

Cost 
2011/12

Cost  
2012/13

Cost  
2013/14

eu2013.org 27/01/2012 26/01/2014 41.82 41.82
eu2020.ie 05/02/2010 04/02/2014 29.64 29.64 47.97 47.97
eujobs.ie 26/01/2010 25/01/2014 60.27 60.27
eumatters.
org

16/08/2012 16/09/2014 9.21 9.21

eutriopresi-
dency.com

23/01/2010 21/01/2014 47.97 35.66

eutriopresi-
dency.ie

13/01/2011 10/01/2014 16.67 16.67 16.67

eutriopresi-
dency.info

23/01/2012 21/01/2014 47.97 35.66

eutriopresi-
dency.org

23/01/2012 21/01/2014 47.97 35.66

forumoneu-
rope.ie

20/10/2009 19/10/2013 35.7 35.7 71.39 47.97

govern-
mentnews.
eu

13/04/2010 12/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

govern-
mentofire-
land.com

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 35.67 35.67 35.67

govern-
mentofire-
land.eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

govern-
mentofire-
land.info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.7 35.7 71.39 72.57

govern-
mentofire-
land.org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 35.67 35.67

inp.ie 24/01/2010 31/01/2014 81.07 15.99 15.99 15.99
ire-
land2013.
eu

12/01/2012 11/01/2014 41.82 35.67

irishcabi-
net.com

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

irishcabi-
net.eu

15/08/2010 14/08/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

irishcabi-
net.org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

irishgov-
ernment.eu

06/04/2010 05/04/2014 23.56 23.59 47.97 47.97

irishprime-
minister.
com

10/02/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

irishprime-
minister.eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

irishprime-
minister.
info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.69 35.69 71.39 72.57
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Active 
Domain 
Names

Electronic 
Registra-
tion Date

Registra-
tion valid 
to

Cost 
2009/10

Cost 
2010/11

Cost 
2011/12

Cost  
2012/13

Cost  
2013/14

irishprime-
minister.
org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

merrion-
street.eu

15/04/2013 12/05/2014 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

merrion-
street.ie

14/05/2010 13/05/2014 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

merrion-
street.net

13/05/2010 12/05/2014 23.59 23.59 35.67 35.67

merrion-
street.org

13/05/2010 12/05/2014 23.59 23.59 35.67 35.67

rialtas.com 10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67
rialtas.org 10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67
sraidmhuir-
fean.ie

08/06/2010 07/06/2014 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

stability-
treaty.ie

01/03/2012 31/10/2013 47.97 47.97

taoiseach.
eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

taoiseach.ie 11/07/2010 10/07/2013 29.64 29.64 59.29
taoiseach.
info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.69 35.69 71.39 72.57

taoiseach.
net

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

taoiseach.
org

10/04/2010 09/04/2014 29.64 29.64 35.67 35.67

thetaoise-
ach.com

01/10/2010 30/09/2013 47.19 47.19 47.97

thetaoise-
ach.eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2014 29.64 29.64 70.31 35.67

thetaoise-
ach.info

01/10/2009 30/09/2013 35.69 35.69 72.57 72.57

uetrio.com 16/11/2010 16/11/2013 TBC
uetrio.info 16/11/2013 TBC
uetrio.org 16/11/2013 TBC
 Total 249.87 1415.84 1630.56 2991.52 1865.44

Table 2: Expired Domain Names

Expired Do-
main Names

Electronic 
Registration 
Date

Registration 
Valid to

Cost 2009/10 Cost 2010/11 Cost 2011/12 Cost 
2012/13

1916cente-
nary.com

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67

1916cente-
nary.ie

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

1916govcom-
memoration.
com

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67
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Expired Do-
main Names

Electronic 
Registration 
Date

Registration 
Valid to

Cost 2009/10 Cost 2010/11 Cost 2011/12 Cost 
2012/13

1916govcom-
memoration.ie

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

1916offi-
cialcommem-
oration.com

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67

1916offi-
cialcommem-
oration.ie

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

1916statecom-
memoration.
com

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67

1916statecom-
memoration.ie

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

activecitizen.
ie

05/12/2009 05/12/2010 0 0

activecitizen-
ship.ie

08/12/2009 07/12/2010 0 0

bertieahearn.
eu

15/02/2010 14/02/2011 0 0

bettergov.ie 30/06/2010 30/06/2011 75.02 0 0
betterregula-
tion.ie

01/08/2010 31/03/2012 75.02 75.02 0

briancowan.
com

29/08/2009 28/08/2011 35.7 35.7

briancowan.ie 01/08/2010 31/07/2011 59.29
british-irish-
council.com

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

british-irish-
council.eu

13/05/2010 12/05/2011 47.19

british-irish-
council.ie

26/07/2010 25/07/2012 59.29 71.39

british-irish-
council.net

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

british-irish-
council.org

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

britishirish-
council.com

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

britishirish-
council.eu

13/05/2010 12/05/2011 47.19

britishirish-
council.net

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

britishirish-
counci.org

15/04/2010 14/04/2012 29.64 29.64

eireland.eu 15/02/2010 14/02/2011 0 0
eupresidency.
ie

12/01/2012 11/01/2013 34.00

eupresiden-
cy2013.ie

10/01/2010 11/01/2013 41.82

eurotreaty.ie 01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97
eutreaty.ie 01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97
eutrio.ie 20/01/2011 19/01/2013 47.97
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Expired Do-
main Names

Electronic 
Registration 
Date

Registration 
Valid to

Cost 2009/10 Cost 2010/11 Cost 2011/12 Cost 
2012/13

fiscalcompact.
ie

01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97

fiscaltreaty.ie 01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97
innovation-
taskforce.ie

31/07/2010 30/07/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

irisheutreaty.ie N/A N/A
irisheu-
treaty2012.ie

01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97

isc.ie 01/11/2010 30/10/2011 50.00
lisbonagenda.
com

02/01/2010 01/01/2011 0

lisbonagenda.
ie

02/01/2010 01/01/2011 0

onegov.ie 29/04/2010 29/04/2012 25.00 25.00
orp.ie 23/05/2010 22/05/2012 0 0
partnership.ie 18/05/2010 17/05/2013 29.64 29.64 47.97
referen-
dum2012.ie

01/03/2012 28/02/2013 47.97

regulatoryre-
form.ie

31/03/2010 31/03/2012 75.02 75.02

rialailnios-
fearr.ie

10/11/2009 09/11/2012 29.64 71.39

rialamhain.ie 29/09/2010 22/09/2011 50.00
rialtasnios-
fearr.ie

10/11/2009 09/11/2011 29.64

saoranachgni-
omhach.ie

16/03/2010 16/03/2011 50.00

saoranachtgh-
niomhach.ie

16/03/2010 16/03/2011 50.00

seniorpublic-
service.com

12/11/2010 11/11/2011 35.09

seniorpublic-
service.gov.ie

30/11/2010 09/06/2011 0

seniorpublic-
service.ie

12/11/2010 11/11/2011 47.19

smart-econo-
my.ie

01/10/2010 30/09/2012 59.29 59.29

smartregula-
tion.ie

01/08/2010 31/07/2011 59.29

socialpartner-
ship.eu

15/05/2010 17/05/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67

socialpartner-
ship.ie

15/05/2010 17/05/2013 29.64 29.64 47.97

sps.gov.ie 30/11/2010 09/06/2011 75.02
the1916rising.
com

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 29.64 29.64 35.67

the1916ris-
ing.ie

01/02/2010 31/01/2013 35.7 35.7 47.97

ue2013.ie 11/07/2010 10/07/2013 16.66 16.66 16.66
uetrio.ie 16/011/2011 15/11/2012 47.97
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Expired Do-
main Names

Electronic 
Registration 
Date

Registration 
Valid to

Cost 2009/10 Cost 2010/11 Cost 2011/12 Cost 
2012/13

yourlearnin-
gand research-
centre.ie

06/03/2010 05/03/2012 29.64 29.64

 Total 35.70 1709.30 1100.50 1026.05

** The domain names associated with 1916 have transferred to the Department of the Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Table 3:  Domain names associated with NESDO

Domain Name Date initially 
registered

Purpose Cost of Domain 
Name and asso-
ciated costing

Date of expiry Will domain be 
renewed

www.nesc.ie / 
www.nesdo.ie

No Record To inform the 
public and 
other interested 
parties about 
NESC and its 
function, to 
publish reports 
and papers and 
to circulate pa-
pers to Council 
members

2010: €162.14 
2011: €162.14 
2012: €82.41 
2013: €82.41

March 2011
March 2012
March 2013
March 2014

Yes

www.nesf.ie No Record To inform the 
public and 
other interested 
parties about 
the National 
Economic and 
Social Forum 
(NESF), its 
function and its 
publications

2010: €81.07 July 2011 Expired

www.ncpp.ie 2001 To inform the 
public and other 
interested par-
ties about the 
National Centre 
for Partnership 
and Perfor-
mance (NCPP), 
its function and 
its publications

2010: €81.07 October 2011 Expired

www.futuresire-
land.ie

July 2008 To inform the 
public and 
other interested 
parties about 
the Futures 
Ireland Project 
undertaken by 
the National 
Economic and 
Social Devel-
opment Office 
(NESDO).

2010: €72.54
2011: €78.59

 July 2012 Expired
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www.workplac-
estrategy.ie

March 2007 To inform the 
public about the 
National Work-
place Strategy 
undertaken by 
the  National 
Centre for 
Partnership and 
Performance 
(NCPP)

 March 2011 Expired

Each of the Department’s domain names relates to a specific continuous or time-bound area 
of the Department’s work and responsibility.  They are used to provide internet access to rel-
evant information and resources for all citizens.

Decisions relating to the renewal or otherwise of domain names are influenced by the cur-
rent and future business needs of the Department.

Cabinet Committee Meetings

24/09/2013WRF01200132. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Taoiseach the number of times the Cabinet commit-
tee on Social Policy has met since the formation of this Government; if it has met, the date on 
which those meetings have taken place. [39128/13]

24/09/2013WRF01300The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has met 13 times since the forma-
tion of this Government, the dates of which are set out in the table:

2011 2012 2013
09 June 2011
21 Sept 2011
02 Nov 2011

04 April 2012
03 May 2012
19 June 2012
20 Sept 2012
15 Nov 2012

11 Feb 2013
12 Feb 2013
15 April 2013
24 June 2013
22 July 2013

Departmental Security

24/09/2013WRF01400133. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Taoiseach if there is a central registry of all per-
sons who visit his Department, including those who may drive into his Department or access it 
through Leinster House; if he is concerned that there is no record of all those who may visit his 
Department rather than just those who sign the visitors’ book and the implications this has for 
public policy and security; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39130/13]

24/09/2013WRF01500The Taoiseach: There are long standing arrangements in place to enable visitors access to 
Government Buildings.  All visitors are required to be met by a member of staff of the Depart-
ment and escorted to and from their destination.  

Those visitors wishing to drive into my Department must give prior notification of their 
intention to do so.  Car access to my Department is via an electronic gate monitored by service 
officers and there are security ramps in place.  In relation to access to my Department via Lein-
ster House, a swipe card system is in use.  

Security in my Department is kept under continual review in conjunction with An Garda 
Síochána.   
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Departmental Staff Data

24/09/2013WRF01600134. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the 
programme for Government commitment to reduce the size of his Department; if he will pro-
vide details of the staffing allocation and organisational structure of his Department in 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39131/13]

24/09/2013WRF01700The Taoiseach: The Department of the Taoiseach has been substantially restructured in 
line with the commitment in the Programme for Government including the following changes:

- in 2011, 27 staff and functions relating to public service reform transferred from the De-
partment to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform;

- a new Programme for Government Office and a new Office of the Tánaiste were estab-
lished from within existing resources;

- a new integrated European Affairs Division has been established which involved the trans-
fer of 18 staff and functions from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to the Depart-
ment;

- a new Cabinet Committee structure has been established, including the Economic Man-
agement Council;

- a number of staff have been seconded from NESC and Forfás, and staff have been recruit-
ed as part of the Government Economic and Evaluation Service, to enhance the Department’s 
policy analysis capacity.

As a result of these changes, and further administrative efficiencies, the Department has re-
duced its size from (whole time equivalent) 191 staff in 2010 to 182 staff currently.  There were 
212 staff serving in the Department in 2008 - reduction of 10% notwithstanding the transfer of 
the EU Division from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

My Department is now engaged in the following core activities:

-  the executive functions of the Taoiseach and the Government;

-  the Government Secretariat,

-  my Private Office and the offices of the Government Chief Whip and the Minister of State 
for European Affairs;

-  the Office of the Tánaiste;

-  the Government Press Office;

-  support for me in carrying out my duties as Head of Government, including in relation to 
the Oireachtas, Constitutional issues, Protocol, the European Council, the North/South Ministe-
rial Council and the British-Irish Council;

-  engaging with the formulation and implementation of government policy, mainly through 
the system of Cabinet Committees, including the Economic Management Council, Senior Of-
ficials Groups and the new Programme for Government Office;

-  Providing briefing and advice for me on the full range of domestic policy issues and on 
international affairs;

-  Supporting the Government and I in the formulation and implementation of EU policy, 
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including the coordination of EU policy interests across the whole of Government; and 

-  delivering support services through Corporate Affairs Division [HR, Finance, IT and other 
services].

EU Directives

24/09/2013WRF01800135. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a progress report 
on an independent audit of the transposition and implementation of EU legislation; when he 
expects to achieve the programme for Government commitment to eliminating the practice of 
transposing EU law into Irish law by means of statutory instrument alone; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39132/13]

24/09/2013WRF01900The Taoiseach: I would draw the Deputy’s attention to our much-improved record in the 
transposition of EU Directives. Ireland achieved a zero% transposition deficit score in the De-
cember 2012 Internal Market Scoreboard, by transposing all Directives on time. We were only 
the second Member State to achieve this since the Scoreboard was first compiled in 1997. We 
achieved a score of 0.3%, which is half the 0.6% EU-wide average, in the May 2013 Internal 
Market Scoreboard. The ICEE will continue to monitor Departments’ progress to maintain the 
continued improvement in Ireland’s transposition record.

The assessment of the legislative measures necessary to give effect to a Directive is made 
by the relevant Department based upon the particular circumstances of each Directive and in 
the light of advice from the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel where required.

The Government has established an Interdepartmental Committee on EU Engagement 
(ICEE) to ensure rigorous and ongoing examination of transposition and implementation of 
EU legislation. The Committee is chaired by the Minister of State for European Affairs and is 
attended by senior official representatives of all Government Departments, the Office of the 
Attorney General and the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. The Committee’s terms of refer-
ence include to continually examining participation in the shaping of EU legislation, transposi-
tion of EU legislation, and promoting engagement of the Oireachtas in EU affairs.

The Deputy will also be aware of the mainstreaming of scrutiny of EU legislation across 
sectoral Committees, which enables Committees to have a greater engagement with and over-
sight of the respective Departments, including the transposition and implementation of EU leg-
islation within their remit.    With the considerable demand the Presidency placed on resources 
in Departments now behind us, I believe it is appropriate now to conduct a review of current 
scrutiny processes through the ICEE with a view to identifying areas for improvement.

Capital Programme Expenditure

24/09/2013WRF02000136. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Taoiseach if he will detail by name, location and cost the 
number of capital projects funded by his Department for each of the past five years to date in 
tabular form in an area of County Cork (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39153/13]

24/09/2013WRF02100The Taoiseach: My Department has funded no capital projects in the past five years.
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Houses of the Oireachtas Commission Staff

24/09/2013WRF02200137. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the contacts he has had in relation to the 
appointment of a new Clerk of Dáil Éireann; if a procedure has been agreed to process the ap-
pointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39159/13]

24/09/2013WRF02300The Taoiseach: The existing legislation governing the appointment of the Clerk of the Dail 
dates back to 1959.  I believe there is widespread support in the House for modernisation of that 
legislation to reflect the needs of a modern parliament.  I have received correspondence from 
the Ceann Comhairle and from the Opposition on the matter. 

This is a matter that needs to be resolved by agreement in the Oireachtas and I hope that a 
process for an appointment can be agreed shortly.

Cabinet Committee Meetings

24/09/2013WRF02400138. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the attendees of the weekly economic 
management council meetings; if there has been any change in the attendees since the EMC was 
first established; and his plans to broaden the membership of the EMC.  [39193/13]

24/09/2013WRF02500The Taoiseach: The Economic Management Council has four members: the Taoiseach, the 
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Minister for Finance and the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. There are no plans to broaden the membership of the EMC.

A Second Secretary General has been appointed in my Department whose responsibilities 
include managing support for the Council and who reports to the Tánaiste on matters relating 
to the Council. 

Additional support for the Council is provided from within the existing resources of my 
Department, working in close conjunction with staff from the Departments of Finance, Public 
Expenditure and Reform, and Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Senior officials and advisers to each of the members of the Council attend meetings on a 
regular basis, in line with precedent.

International Economic Co-operation

24/09/2013WRF02600139. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the main findings in 
the recent report on wider Irish and UK plans for closer economic co-operation in the fields of 
energy, agri-business, finance and research and development; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36960/13]

24/09/2013WRF02700The Taoiseach:  On 18 July Prime Minister Cameron and I jointly welcomed the publica-
tion of the Joint (British-Irish) Economic Study ‘Evaluating the value of the economic relation-
ship between the United Kingdom and Ireland’.  The aim of the Study was to identify areas 
where both jurisdictions could collaborate and I believe the Study successfully outlines a range 
of proposals in which collaboration could benefit both economies.  PA Consulting Group and 
Cambridge Econometrics were commissioned to carry out the joint study. The findings and 
recommendations are set out in the report which is in the Oireachtas library and published on 
my Department’s website [http://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publications/Publications_2013/
British-Irish_Relations_-_Joint_Economic_Study1.html].
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The Prime Minister and I have asked our officials to work closely together to ensure that the 
benefits from cooperation identified in the report are realised.

Financial Services Sector

24/09/2013WRF02800140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the number of workers employed in the 
financial services sector; the number directly employed in retail banking and aircraft leasing for 
each year since 2005, [35951/13]

24/09/2013WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy is available from 2006-2011. Data for 2012 is not yet available 
as it is dependent on the receipt of administrative data which are not filed until 2013 and are not 
fully available to CSO until 2014. The latest CSO Business Demography returns for 2011 were 
released on 25 July 2013. The primary purpose of Business Demography is to provide estimates 
of numbers of enterprises and numbers of persons engaged. The data for Business Demography 
is based on the CSO Central Business Register. The Business Register is a register of all enter-
prises that are active in the State. There is no lower size limit, but for practical reasons, Business 
Demography data is based on enterprises that are registered with the Revenue Commissioners. 
The first reference year covered is 2006.

Table 1 contains the number of Persons Engaged in NACE Rev 2 sector 64 (less 64.20, 
Activities of Holding Companies) “Financial service activities excluding activities of holding 
companies” (including retail banking), and sector 77.35 “Renting and leasing of air transport 
equipment.”   

Persons Engaged includes employees, proprietors and family members. The number of em-
ployees is calculated on an annualized equivalent basis for the reference year. The total number 
of weeks worked by an employee over the course of the year is divided by 52 to get the fraction 
of their full annual employment. So for example, a person who has worked for 52 weeks in the 
year will contribute 1 to the employment figures, while a person who has worked 26 weeks of 
the year will contribute 0.5. No distinction is made between full time and part time employment, 
so an employee who works on a part time basis for a full year is still counted as 1 employee.

Table1: Number of Persons Engaged in Ireland in selected activities by Sector, 2006-2011

Number 
of Persons 
Engaged

Year

Sector 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Financial 
service 
activities 
excluding 
activities 
of holding 
companies

45,161 51,812 53,236 50,289 48,369 48,402

Renting 
and leas-
ing of air 
transport 
equipment

373 511 635 713 754 843
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Business Demography figures are based purely on administrative data. This results in some 
differences with survey based Structural Business Statistics (SBS) releases, like the Census of 
Industrial Production, Building and Construction Inquiry, and Annual Services Inquiry.

1) Administrative data sources allow better coverage of small enterprises, which do not 
show up using survey methods.

2) Administrative data counts active Revenue registrations as active enterprises. This gener-
ally lines up with the definition of an enterprise in survey areas, but there can be some differ-
ences, especially in enterprise groups.

3) Business Demography counts employment data based on P35 employer returns, while 
other SBS releases measure employment based on survey returns. This is particularly signifi-
cant for enterprise groups, where the whole group may make one P35 return, which results in 
all its employees being counted against the overall enterprise group NACE code. Survey based 
releases may divide this employment across different enterprises, and therefore different NACE 
codes.

Further information is available from recent CSO Business Statistics releases.

The Business Demography Press Release of 25 July 2013 is available at;

http://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/bd/businessdemography2011/.  

The Business in Ireland Release of November 2012 is available at;

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/multisectoral/2010/busi-
nessinireland2010.pdf.

Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

24/09/2013WRF03000141. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the full year saving to the Exche-
quer if all State agency board members’ fees, non-commercial State sponsored bodies and com-
mercial semi-State companies, under the aegis of his Department were reduced by 25%; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39285/13]

24/09/2013WRF03100142. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the full year saving to the Exche-
quer if all non-commercial State sponsored bodies CEO salaries under the aegis of his Depart-
ment were reduced by 10%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39286/13]

24/09/2013WRF03200143. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the full year saving to the Exche-
quer if all commercial semi-State CEOs’ pay under the aegis of his Department were reduced 
by 10%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39287/13]

24/09/2013WRF03300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 141 to 143, inclusive, together.

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) comes under the aegis of my Depart-
ment. The savings that would arise in a full year from a 10% reduction in the salary of the NESC 
Director would be €17,635.  As no fees are payable to members of the NESC Board, no savings 
would arise.  Although the National Statistics Board (NSB) is not classified as an agency under 
my aegis, I am providing the following for the information of the Deputy.  Under the Statistics 
Act, 1993, the National Statistics Board comprises a Chairperson and seven Board members.   



Questions - Written Answers

172

Appointments to the NSB are made in line with the provisions of Section 18 of the Statistics 
Act 1993.  The Chairperson is entitled to an annual stipend of €8,978 and those Board members 
entitled to a stipend receive €5,985. The costs of the Board are met from the CSO Vote.

The following table shows the potential saving to the exchequer if the amount of the stipend 
was reduced by 25%. This figure is indicative only, and would vary depending on the make up 
of the board and the number of members entitled to stipends. 

% Reduction Potential saving
25% €8,229.50

Departmental Agencies Staff Recruitment

24/09/2013WRF03400144. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach the steps he intends to take to ensure 
semi-State bodies and other organisations and bodies under the remit of his Department ad-
vertise vacant positions through the Public Appointments Service and publicjobs.ie that is in a 
clear and transparent manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39288/13]

24/09/2013WRF03500The Taoiseach: The National Economic & Social Council (NESC) comes under the aegis 
of my Department.  Job opportunities with NESC are advertised through the Public Appoint-
ments Service in accordance with normal practice.

Ministerial Responsibilities

24/09/2013WRG00125145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach if any Minister has brought a conflict of 
interest to his attention regarding his personal finances and his engagement with the financial 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39335/13]

24/09/2013WRG00137The Taoiseach: No.

24/09/2013WRG00150Ministerial Adviser Appointments

24/09/2013WRG00200146. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Taoiseach the number of political staff employed in 
his office in 1981 and the number employed currently in 2013, including secretarial assistants, 
parliamentary advisers, special advisers, press officers, researchers and administrators; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39035/13]

24/09/2013WRG00300The Taoiseach: Details of the number of staff appointments by the Taoiseach are set out 
below for the periods concerned. 

Year 2013 (position as at 24.09.13)

Title Number per post
Chief of Staff 1
Special Adviser to the Taoiseach 3
Special Adviser to the Government Chief 
Whip

1

Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach 4
Personal Assistant to the Government Chief 
Whip

1
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Title Number per post
Personal Secretary to the Taoiseach 2
Personal Secretary to the Government Chief 
Whip

1

Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary 2
Assistant Government Press Secretary 2
total : 18

Year 1981

Position as at 1 January to 29 June 1981
Title Number per post
Special Adviser to the Taoiseach 2
Government Press Secretary 1
Head of Government Information Services 1
Personal Secretary to the Taoiseach 1
Personal Secretary to Government Press 
Secretary  

1

Personal Secretary to the Government Chief 
Whip 

1

total: 7

Position as at 30 June to 31 December 1981
Title Number per post
Special Adviser to the Taoiseach 2
Government Press Secretary 1
Head of Government Information Services 1
Personal Assistant to the Taoiseach 1
Personal Assistant to the Government Press 
Secretary

1

Personal Secretary to the Government Chief 
Whip 

1

total: 7
  

Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 108.

24/09/2013WRG00450North-South Implementation Bodies

24/09/2013WRG00500148. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when he last met the chairman or chief executive of the North-South bodies InterTradeIreland, 
Waterways Ireland, the Food Safety Promotion Body, Foras na Gaeilge, Foyle Carlingford and 
Irish Lights Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39110/13]

24/09/2013WRG00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I do 
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not have direct responsibility for any of the North South Implementation Bodies established 
under the British Irish Agreement.   However, the Ministers who exercise that direct responsi-
bility, together with the corresponding Ministers in the Northern Ireland Executive, meet with 
the Chairmen and Chief Executive Officers of the Bodies at meetings in sectoral format of the 
North South Ministerial Council which are held on a regular basis.    In this jurisdiction the 
responsibility for the Bodies is exercised by five government departments:  the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Waterways Ireland and the North/South Language Body 
which comprises Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster Scots Agency), the Department of Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation (InterTrade Ireland), the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources (the Foyle Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission - Loughs Agency); the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (the Special EU Programmes Body);  and the 
Department of Health (the Food Safety Promotion Board).   In addition, Tourism Ireland is the 
responsibility of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.    

North-South Implementation Bodies

24/09/2013WRG00700149. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the actions he has taken to extend the remit of the North-South implementation bodies; the con-
sideration he has given to widening the number of areas of cross-Border co-operation and the 
consultation he has had with the Northern Ireland Executive in this regard.  [39111/13]

24/09/2013WRG00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
three terms of reference of the review of the existing North South bodies and of North South co-
operation generally which is being undertaken in accordance with the St Andrews Agreement, 
are to examine the existing bodies in terms of efficiency and value for money, to look at the 
case for additional North South bodies and areas of co-operation and at a replacement for the 
Irish Lights Agency.  The review was a subject of discussion at the meeting of the North South 
Ministerial Council (NSMC) in plenary format which was held in Dublin Castle on 5 July 2013 
and which was attended by members of the Government and of the Northern Ireland Executive 
including the First Minister and Deputy First Minister.   It was noted that Term of Reference 
One of the Review is now largely complete; that senior officials from both administrations 
have met and initiated a work programme to take forward Terms of Reference Two and Three; 
including expanding on the areas of North South cooperation, and that they will conclude their 
work and present a report with proposals to the next NSMC Institutional meeting.    

Ministerial Meetings

24/09/2013WRG00900150. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
whether he has sought meetings with and the details of any briefings he has had on the work 
of the Parades Commission in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39112/13]

24/09/2013WRG01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Parades Commission is an independent, quasi-judicial body established under the Public Pro-
cessions (Northern Ireland) Act 1998. All organisations and individuals seeking to hold a parade 
in Northern Ireland must apply for permission to do so from the Commission. In most cases 
the parades are allowed without any restrictions, however in the absence of local agreement it 
is required to make determinations on contentious parades.  Last year it dealt with over 4,000 
parade related applications, of which it made determinations on 146 contentious parades.   The 
Commission is fully independent in the discharge of its functions, and should be seen to be so. 
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It would not be appropriate for me to seek to influence its decisions. However, my officials in 
the British-Irish Intergovernmental Secretariat in Belfast provide me with regular briefings on 
the Commission’s determinations and activities which are in the public domain.

Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

24/09/2013WRG01100151. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason for the lack of progress in relation to the families of the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings; and the reason the British Government is not co-operating.  [39125/13]

24/09/2013WRG01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
question of obtaining access to information held by the British Government on the Dublin-
Monaghan bombings has been pursued for many years by successive Governments and with 
the support of Members on all sides of the Oireachtas. There was a significant and lengthy 
inquiry by a Supreme Court Judge, Justice Barron, from 2000 to 2003.  In addition, a thorough 
examination by the Select Committee of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, Equality, 
Defence and Women’s Rights resulted in a series of four reports published in November 2004. 
Following on from the recommendations of this committee, a full Commission of Investigation 
was established in May 2005. This was conducted by Mr. Patrick McEntee, Senior Counsel, and 
its final report was published in April 2007. In July 2008, the Dáil passed an all-party motion 
on the matter which was transmitted to the House of Commons. I have met with the victims and 
survivors of this terrible atrocity and I am fully aware of the pain and suffering they have had 
to endure. I have raised the matter of access to information related to the bombings with my 
ministerial counterparts in the British Government.  In July this year, the Taoiseach met with 
representatives of those bereaved and injured as a result of the Dublin/ Monaghan bombings in 
order to hear firsthand how their lives have been affected.    The Government will continue to 
pursue the issue at both ministerial and official level and remains committed to bringing about 
a measure of closure to those who have suffered as a result of the Dublin-Monaghan bombings.

Irish Communities Abroad

24/09/2013WRG01300152. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his views on the recommendations in the National Youth Council of Ireland’s report 
on emigration Time to Go; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39451/13]

24/09/2013WRG01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I wel-
come the report of the National Youth Council of Ireland as a contribution to the ongoing debate 
on engagement with our overseas communities.  However, I believe that the report would have 
more accurately reflected the Government’s extensive assistance to emigrants had the Council 
sought the views of the Irish Abroad Unit of my Department during their research. While the 
Government is committed to implementing policies which will in the future ensure that no Irish 
citizen has to endure emigration by economic necessity, we have also been extremely robust 
in ensuring that those who are emigrating today receive assistance from the Government and 
Government supported organisations at home and abroad.    Today, our Diaspora engagement 
policy has two key strands, namely the Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) and the Global 
Irish Network.

The Emigrant Support Programme provides direct assistance to Irish emigrants, both long-
standing and new.  Since 2004, Irish groups ranging from those providing front line servic-
es to those most at need including the elderly, isolated, vulnerable and new arrivals to those 
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working in the culture and heritage space have received grants of over €100 million under the 
Programme. At present, we work with almost 200 Irish community organisations in over 20 
countries and despite the economic situation, I ensured the ESP budget for 2013 - €11.6 million 
- remained at the same level as in 2012. 

The programme provides extensive funding to organisations that act as first port of call for 
new emigrants, including the GAA, the London Irish Centre, the Irish Canadian Immigration 
Centre in Toronto and several similar groups in Australia. We also support a wide range of busi-
ness and graduate networks around the world.

Among the Irish based organisations who receive ESP funding is Crosscare Migrant Project 
which offers pre-departure services to Irish citizens considering emigration. Crosscare also 
provide training to mainstream service providers on emigration and returners’ issues and work 
in conjunction with Irish welfare organisations abroad (many also funded by ESP) and statutory 
and voluntary service providers in Ireland including the probation service, Salvation Army and 
Safe Home.

Officials from my Department met with the National Youth Council of Ireland to discuss 
some of the findings and recommendations from their report with a view to seeing if there are 
areas the NYCI and the Department might be able to cooperate on in future. 

The second strand of our diaspora engagement programme is our partnership with the Glob-
al Irish Network, a group of over 300 of the most influential Irish connected business figures 
drawn from almost 40 countries, which provide invaluable advice, facilitation and practical as-
sistance to the Government and Irish companies.  The development of the Global Irish Network 
has transformed the strategic relationship between Ireland and its Diaspora and I look forward 
to working with them again at the third Global Irish Economic Forum that will take place in 
Dublin Castle next week.

24/09/2013WRG01450HIV-AIDS Programmes

24/09/2013WRG01500153. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details of the Esther Ireland partnership between Cork University Maternity 
Hospital and Omdurman Maternity Hospital, Sudan; the funding being provided to support this 
partnership; the work being done to improve health outcomes for mothers and babies who are 
diagnosed with HIV/AIDS; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39204/13]

24/09/2013WRG01600155. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in view of the fact that international efforts to halt the spread of HIV and AIDS are 
working, if he will confirm that Ireland remains committed to supporting the fight against HIV 
and AIDS; and when his Department will publish the long awaited strategy statement to guide 
Government policy in this area. [39316/13]

24/09/2013WRG01700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 153 and 155 together.

ESTHER Ireland initiative is an innovative programme that links Irish healthcare institu-
tions with counterparts in the developing world. The initiative, which I launched in July of this 
year, is managed through a partnership between the Health Service Executive (HSE) and Irish 
Aid. It forms part of a wider European alliance of hospitals and healthcare institutions working 
with the developing world.  

The ESTHER Ireland programme is designed to promote skill-sharing partnerships by 
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building capacity in countries with the greatest health needs in a sustainable manner. The pro-
gramme also benefits Irish health professionals, who gain invaluable experience and new skills. 

The ESTHER Ireland initiative does not provide grant funding but rather builds institutional 
linkages between partners, which includes the partnership between Cork University Mater-
nity Hospital and the Omdurman Maternity Hospital in Sudan. In addition, since 2005, the 
Cork- Omdurman partnership was been awarded grant funding of over €200,000 from the Irish 
Aid Civil Society Fund for capacity building initiatives, including for the training of village 
midwives in rural areas in newborn resuscitation techniques.  The partnership has shown very 
encouraging results and is a fine example of a healthcare partnership model in maternity care.

Preventing and responding to HIV and AIDS and improving health outcomes for women 
and children will continue to be a priority for the Irish Aid programme. There has been a steady 
reduction in the global rate of transmission from HIV infected pregnant women to their new-
born children and Irish Aid has been proud to be part of this effort. 

I had the pleasure of welcoming Mark Dybul, the Executive Director of the Global Fund to 
fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, to Ireland earlier this month and we had a very valuable discus-
sion on the challenges ahead. While it is true that our efforts are working and HIV infection 
rates have decreased in many countries, including a number of African countries, nevertheless, 
there is still more to be done. For many sub-Saharan African countries, disease continues to be 
the biggest single obstacle to reducing poverty and to attaining the Millennium Development 
Goals. 

The world is at a juncture where it may eliminate HIV/AIDS, as long as concerted efforts 
and the required resources are put in place. This is why Ireland will continue to prioritise HIV 
in its development programme. Our new International Development Policy, One World One 
Future, highlights how we will do this, by building on the international respect Ireland has 
earned through our work on HIV and AIDS, and continuing to invest globally, regionally and 
at country levels to overcome this pandemic. We will draw in particular, draw more attention 
to effective prevention, including by addressing inequality and gender-based violence, as part 
of a coherent approach to the issue. Our global efforts will work in synergy with on the ground 
assistance in our partner countries.  

EU Enlargement

24/09/2013WRG01800154. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the decision taken by his colleague, Icelandic Foreign Minister, Gunnar Bragi 
Sveinsson, and the Government of Iceland’s decision to disband its EU accession team; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39296/13]

24/09/2013WRG01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land has been a strong supporter of Iceland’s application to join the European Union and we 
were disappointed not to have been able to make more progress in the accession negotiations 
during our EU Presidency in the first half of this year. The new Government of Iceland, how-
ever, which came into office in the second half of our Presidency, decided to put Iceland’s 
EU accession negotiations on hold and not to continue them without a prior referendum. The 
Government of Iceland has also indicated that it is to prepare an assessment of the status of 
negotiations as well as of developments within the EU since Iceland applied. It is against this 
background that the recent announcement on dissolving its task force and negotiating teams has 
been made.   It is, of course, a matter for the Government of Iceland, and indeed the people of 
Iceland, to decide their approach to EU membership and we must respect their decision. 
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  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 153.

Foreign Conflicts

24/09/2013WRG02100156. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the EU or UN action that was taken against Israel following the white phosphorous 
combs used on civilians in Gaza in 2009.  [39423/13]

24/09/2013WRG02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
2009, Ireland and other countries strongly criticised Israel for the way in which white phospho-
rus munitions were used in Gaza, and specifically in built up areas where civilians were present. 
The issue was also raised at UN level in the Human Rights Council, and featured as an element 
in the report of the Fact Finding Mission, commonly known as the Goldstone Report.  Israel 
subsequently apologised for and compensated the UN Relief and Works Agency for damage 
caused to their compound by incendiary munitions.  The events in question took place during 
the term of the previous Government, and were the subject of considerable discussion in the 
Oireachtas at the time and subsequently. 

White phosphorus munitions are classed as incendiary weapons, and are not chemical weap-
ons. Their use is not per se illegal, but subject, like all weapons, to international law pertaining 
to military action.

Property Taxation Administration

24/09/2013WRG02300157. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an explana-
tion for the systems error occurring in the collection of property tax direct debits this year; the 
extent and numbers of citizens affected by this oversight; and if he will provide assurances to 
the public that they will not have to undergo this unnecessary anxiety again when they have to 
pay this tax next year. [39177/13]

24/09/2013WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the introduction of the Local Property Tax (LPT) represented a significant admin-
istrative challenge which included the building of an entirely new property register and the 
provision of a wide variety of payment options to cater for as many individual circumstances 
as possible.   One of the payment options was direct debit and some 179,000 persons opted to 
pay their LPT liabilities via this method.  The vast majority of these taxpayers (98%) are having 
payments debited from their bank accounts on a monthly basis without any difficulties.  How-
ever, Revenue experienced initial technical difficulties in processing approximately 4,000 (2%) 
of debits during July and August, which resulted in money not being deducted as mandated.  
These technical issues have been identified and resolved in almost all cases and it is anticipated 
that the very small number of outstanding cases will be resolved within the next three weeks at 
the latest.  All the taxpayers affected have been contacted directly by Revenue and alternative 
arrangements have been agreed where requested.

While it was unfortunate that the technical difficulty arose, I am satisfied that Revenue has 
done everything to rectify the problem as quickly as possible and has ensured the appropriate 
levels of customer communication occurred.

VAT Rates Reductions
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24/09/2013WRG02500158. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will support calls to 
keep the VAT rate at 9% to ensure that Ireland has a strong and competitive tourism industry; if 
he will maintain this reduced VAT rate for the hospitality sector following the positive implica-
tions this reduction has had on the industry in creating and maintaining jobs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39509/13]

24/09/2013WRG02600184. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the future of the 9% 
VAT rate currently applicable to the services and hospitality sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39371/13]

24/09/2013WRG02700205. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will keep the 9% VAT 
rate for the tourism industry in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39633/13]

24/09/2013WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 158, 
184 and 205 together.

The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism related services was introduced in July 2011 as part 
of the Government Jobs Initiative. The measure was designed to boost tourism and create ad-
ditional jobs in that sector. In line with best international practice it was introduced as a tempo-
rary measure and is due to expire at end December 2013, at which point it will revert to 13.5%. 
Retaining the 9% rate would be very costly to the Exchequer and would require an increase in 
taxation or reduction in expenditure elsewhere.

Any proposal to maintain the 9% VAT rate will be considered in the context of the Budget.

Property Taxation Application

24/09/2013WRG02900159. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the con-
cerns of an organisation (details supplied) in County Wicklow that the property tax takes no 
account of ability to pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39653/13]

24/09/2013WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have previously outlined to this 
House, in designing the Local Property Tax (LPT) the Inter-Departmental Expert Group chaired 
by Dr Don Thornhill (the “Thornhill Group”) had due regard to issues such as ability to pay 
and considered the provision of waivers or deferrals for households unable to pay the tax or 
where a payment requirement would cause hardship.  In its approach to exemptions, the Group 
considered that the LPT should be centred on the principles of equity, transparency and simplic-
ity.  In terms of these principles, it was considered that a universal liability should apply to all 
owners of residential property with a limited number of exemptions.  The Government accepted 
the recommendations of the Thornhill Group when considering the implementation of the LPT.  
Old age pensioners do not have a specific exemption related to age.  They may qualify for one 
of the exemptions provided for in the legislation, or may be entitled to a deferral based on their 
income level.  

The Government accepted the income thresholds recommended by the Thornhill Group for 
a full deferral, and adapted the income thresholds for a partial deferral so that they are €10,000 
rather than €5,000 above the thresholds for a full deferral, thus allowing more persons the po-
tential to avail of the deferral provisions. 

To qualify for a deferral, the residential property must be occupied as a sole or main resi-
dence.  The income thresholds for a full deferral will be €15,000 for a single person and €25,000 
for a couple, whether married persons, civil partners or cohabitants.  A person may claim a de-
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ferral if their income will not, “as can reasonably be foreseen at the liability date” exceed these 
thresholds in that year.  

An increased income threshold applies in the case of properties occupied as a sole or main 
residence and subject to a mortgage.  In such cases, the gross income thresholds may be in-
creased by 80% of the mortgage interest payments.  This deferral option will apply until the end 
of 2017 and will assist individuals currently in mortgage distress. 

A deferral of up to 50% of the LPT liability will be possible where the gross income of the 
liable person does not exceed €25,000 for a single person or €35,000 for married persons/civil 
partners/cohabitants.  A deferral of 50% of the LPT will also be available where gross income 
does not exceed the above thresholds (€25,000 single, €35,000 couple) as increased by 80% of 
the gross mortgage interest payments that a liable person expects to make by the end of the year 
for which the gross income is being estimated. This type of deferral will also be available until 
31 December 2017.

Where a liable person no longer satisfies the necessary conditions, amounts deferred prior to 
the date on which eligibility ceased may continue to be deferred.  Interest of c. 4% per annum 
will apply to any amounts deferred. The deferred amount, including interest, will attach to the 
property and will have to be paid before the property is sold or transferred.

To determine whether deferral applies for 2013, a person is required to estimate on 1 May 
2013 what his or her total gross income for 2013 will be. Gross income from all sources consists 
of total income before any deductions, allowances or reliefs that may be taken off for income 
tax purposes and includes income that is exempt from income tax and income from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection but excludes Child Benefit.  

I appreciate some property owners may find themselves unable to pay LPT but do not qualify 
for a deferral under the existing legislation.  For this reason, the legislation provides that a per-
son who has entered an insolvency arrangement under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 may 
apply for deferral of the LPT that is due during the period for which the insolvency arrangement 
is in effect.  The legislation also provides that a person who suffers both an unexpected and 
unavoidable significant financial loss or expense, as a result of which he or she is unable to pay 
their LPT without causing financial hardship, may apply for full or partial deferral.  Claims for 
this type of deferral will require full disclosure of the person’s financial circumstances, support-
ing documentation and any other information required by Revenue and following an examina-
tion of the information provided, Revenue will determine whether deferral should be granted.  
The detail of how this type of deferral will operate and the criteria that will be used to determine 
eligibility are set out in guidelines published by the Revenue Commissioners.  

Details of the deferral arrangements are available on Revenue’s website www.revenue.ie, 
where the Commissioners have published a useful Guide to Local Property Tax.  

Where a liable person does not qualify for, or does not wish to avail of, a deferral, phased 
payment of LPT can be used to assist with budgeting.  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that taxpayers have a wide choice of payment options for the LPT from which they 
can choose the method most suited to their individual circumstances.  There are currently eight 
options available, including the option to pay the tax through phased cash payments. 

The cash payment option is available through three different approved payment service 
providers, which are An Post TaxPay, Payzone and Omnivend.  The appointed service provid-
ers have extensive nationwide outlets and can process payment of LPT either in full as a single 
payment or by phased payments on a weekly or monthly basis as best suits individual needs. 
Payment via service providers is subject to transaction charges – these are at the discretion of 
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the individual service providers and Revenue has no role in this regard.  I understand An Post 
charges €1 per transaction; Payzone charges 75 cents per transaction for payments up to €50, 
€1 per transaction for payments between €50.01 and €100 and €2 per transaction for payments 
over €100; and Omnivend charges a fee of 4% per transaction.

Revenue provides two further facilities to make phased payments.  Firstly, since 1 July 2013 
payment of LPT can be made by way of deduction at source from employment, occupational 
pension income or from certain payments made by the Departments of Social Protection and 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  This option does not incur any fees or charges and facilitates 
payment of LPT in even amounts across the year.  Secondly, phased payments can be made 
by way of direct debit from the property owner’s current account in a bank or other financial 
institution, including a credit union.  Direct debit deductions commenced from 15 July 2013 
and are deducted on the 15th day of each month.  Normal direct debit fees charged by financial 
institutions apply to these payments.

Credit Ratings

24/09/2013WRG03100160. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the manner in which lending 
institutes and the Irish Credit Bureau report and record will be reformed in view of the high 
volume of restructuring of debt taking place and the five year impact that this has on a person’s 
credit rating; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39173/13]

24/09/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no role in relation to the operation 
of the Irish Credit Bureau (ICB) which is a private entity.  However, the Deputy will be aware 
of the significant reform of the credit reporting system which is being provided for in primary 
legislation through the Credit Reporting Bill, 2012.    The Bill is currently passing through the 
Houses of the Oireachtas and provides for the creation of an effective credit reporting system 
including providing for the development of a statutory credit register owned and operated by 
the Central Bank of Ireland.   The Central Bank will ensure the robust regulation of regulated 
financial service providers who fall under this legislation.

The Bill includes the following provisions:

- The database will be owned by the Central Bank and the Bank will be responsible for the 
operation of the Central Credit Register. 

- There will be mandatory reporting of a comprehensive range of credit information by 
credit providers. 

- Credit providers will be required to meet specified reporting standards in this regard (e.g. 
formats, timelines etc.) 

- Credit providers will be required to make mandatory credit checks with the Register for all 
credit applications above a threshold of €2,000.

- The Bill provides for controls with regard to access to information on the Register. By 
including provisions relating to access to data and security measures as well as provisions to 
help to deal with identity theft, this legislation should inspire confidence in businesses and in 
the consumer.

- The legislation will extend the role of the Data Protection Commissioner to deal with com-
plaints from micro enterprises and SMEs (with a turnover of less than €3m) in respect of their 
data held on the Credit Register. 
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- The legislation also extends to loans acquired or issued by NAMA and to loans issued by 
local authorities.

- In line with international norms, it provides for a retention period of 5 years in relation to 
credit information with respect to debts from the day on which it is entered on the Register. The 
Bill provides for the retention of information for a period of 6 months in relation to credit ap-
plications from the day it is entered on the Register. Anonymised information may be retained 
indefinitely.

The new Bill and oversight by the Central Bank will provide the statutory framework for a 
robust and well regulated credit reporting system for Ireland.

24/09/2013WRG03250Mortgage Debt

24/09/2013WRG03300161. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding each 
bank has received for the purpose of dealing with distressed family mortgages; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39201/13]

24/09/2013WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In early 2011, as part of the agreement 
with the External Partners, the Central Bank commissioned a detailed and data-driven evalua-
tion of the possible loan losses that would be incurred by the banks in a severe, but not utterly 
implausible, stress scenario. All the loan books were examined, including the residential mort-
gage books in Ireland and the UK, taking into account projections in arrears, house prices etc. 
The results of this work were key inputs into the capital requirements identified in PCAR 2011, 
which totalled €24bn.   Total losses modelled under the stress scenario on Irish mortgages were 
€9bn. This comprised €2bn at BOI, €4.4bn at AIB/EBS and €2.6bn at ptsb. However, in the 
analysis, there was never any specific provision made for the purpose of providing debt relief 
for distressed family home mortgages. Further details can be found at

http://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/industry-sectors/credit-institutions/Documents/
The%20Financial%20Measures%20Programme%20Report.pdf.   

Consumer Credit Act Review

24/09/2013WRG03500162. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the terms of reference for 
the review of section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [39225/13]

24/09/2013WRG03600163. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the re-
view of section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 to be completed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39226/13]

24/09/2013WRG03700164. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the parties and or organi-
sations who have to date been and will be consulted regarding the review of section 149 of the 
Consumer Credit Act 1995; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39227/13]

24/09/2013WRG03800166. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is 
appropriate to reform or abolish section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 now in view of 
the recommendations in 2006 by the Irish Banking Federation that abolition of section 149 was 
in line with the then Government policy of light touch regulation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [39229/13]
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24/09/2013WRG03900167. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it 
would be appropriate to abolish section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 in view of the 
lack of competition in the retail banking sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39230/13]

24/09/2013WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 to 
164, inclusive, 166 and 167 together.

The Programme Documents (the Memorandum of Understanding on Specific Economic 
Policy Conditionality and the Memorandum of Economic and Financial Policies) agreed fol-
lowing the 10th Review of the EU-IMF Programme of Financial Support include a commitment 
to carry out an assessment of banks’ fee income by end-December 2013 as follows;

  The authorities will assess banks’ fee income relative to peers in selected other jurisdictions. 
Based on this assessment they will complete an external review of the regulation of bank 
fees.

This review is ongoing and is scheduled to be completed by end December 2013.

I am aware that in 2006 the Irish Banking Federation recommended the abolition of Sec-
tion 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 in its submission to the Business Regulation Forum. 
The Irish Banking Federation has also submitted a response to the consultation process of this 
current review of the regulation of bank fees, as have also the following: the Irish Small and 
Medium Enterprises Association (ISME), the Central Bank, The Competition Authority, the 
National Consumer Agency, AIB and Bank of Ireland. My Department will also consider sub-
missions from any other parties that wish to make submissions on the topic.

The Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 
amends Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 to allow for an exemption of the provi-
sion to new market entrants for a period of 3 years. The purpose of this exemption is to remove 
barriers to entry for new market entrants and to increase competition. 

On completion of the current review I will determine the appropriate steps to take in relation 
to Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995.  

24/09/2013WRH00250Bank Charges

24/09/2013WRH00300165. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the number of applica-
tions under Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 that have been approved, partially 
approved and rejected in the years 2008 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39228/13]

24/09/2013WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, have no statu-
tory role in relation to bank charges imposed by regulated financial institutions.  This is a com-
mercial matter for the lending institutions concerned.  The Central Bank has advised me that 
under Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act, 1995 (as amended), credit institutions, includ-
ing prescribed credit institutions, and bureaux de change must notify the Central Bank of Ire-
land if they wish to introduce a new customer charge or increase an existing customer charge, 
for providing any of the following services: making and receiving payments; providing foreign 
exchange facilities; providing and granting credit; maintaining and administrating transaction 
accounts.

The Central Bank assesses these notifications based on four criteria as set out in the legisla-
tion: The promotion of fair competition; The commercial justification; The effect new charges 
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or increases in existing charges will have on customers; and Passing on costs to customers.

(The Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 provides that Section 149 is 
not applied to new credit institutions in their first three years of commencing business in Ire-
land.)  Credit institutions may make a submission to the Central Bank under Section 149 (11) 
requesting an exemption from making a notification in respect of any charge.  A notification 
made under Section 149 may contain a single charge or a number of charges.  Having con-
sidered the proposed charge(s) under the assessment criteria as set out in the legislation, the 
proposed charges may be rejected, approved at lower levels than requested by the entity or ap-
proved in full.

Approvals are issued in the form of a Letter of Direction (setting out the maximum permit-
ted charge) and the entity is legally bound to comply with this Direction.  Credit institutions are 
free to impose any pricing differentials for the service up to the permitted maximum and are 
free to waive fees at their discretion.

The Central Bank provided the following data on the number of applications that have been 
approved, partially approved and rejected in the years 2008-2012 as follows:

Section 149 notifications 2008-2012

Year Full approval Partial Approval Rejections Total
2012 9 7 0 16
2011 11 10 0 21
2010 13 6 0 19
2009 10 6 1 17
2008 18 16 1 35
Note: (‘partial approval’ figures may include some rejected charges).

Questions Nos. 166 and 167 answered with Question No. 162.

24/09/2013WRH00550Motor Insurance Regulation

24/09/2013WRH00600168. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that mo-
tor insurance providers have passed on in full the reductions to male drivers in view of the 
increases imposed on female drivers arising from the implementation of the gender directive; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39231/13]

24/09/2013WRH00700169. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or any 
agency under the aegis of his Department has undertaken any review of the implementation of 
the Gender Directive in the motor insurance sector, to ascertain if the full savings have been 
passed onto male drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39232/13]

24/09/2013WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 
and 169 together.

At the outset, I would point out that the calculation of annual premium rates is a commer-
cial decision for the insurance company in question.  Neither I, as Minister for Finance, nor the 
Central Bank of Ireland, can require a company to change its rates or prohibit a company from 
doing so.

The Department of Finance or an agency under its aegis has not undertaken a review of the 
implementation of the Gender Directive in the motor insurance sector.  I understand, however, 
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that the National Consumer Agency has conducted a small scale tracking exercise which ex-
amined premiums charged to consumers.  That Agency has advised that, given the size of the 
sample, the research is indicative and for internal purposes only.

The primary purpose of the recent amendment to the Equal Status Act is to provide in Irish 
law for the mandatory introduction within the EU of unisex premiums and benefits in insurance.  
As a result of the ruling, insurers will be expected to change how they price risk.  The purpose 
of the amendment was not to make savings, per se.  

While the exact movement in premiums is difficult to predict, the European Commission 
intends to monitor the evolution of the insurance market and of overall price levels post-De-
cember 2012. The Commission has not ruled out taking appropriate action in the event of anti-
competitive conduct by insurance providers.

24/09/2013WRH00850Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRH00900170. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised for the 
Exchequer from DIRT tax in the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39234/13]

24/09/2013WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table sets out the net 
yield from Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) from 2008 to 2012: 

Year €million
2008 653.8
2009 614.1
2010 445.7
2011 473.3
2012 580.6

24/09/2013WRH01050Betting Legislation

24/09/2013WRH01100171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason in the Betting 
Amendment Bill 2013 the word “bookmaker” is used instead of the word “layers”; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39289/13]

24/09/2013WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Betting (Amendment) Bill pub-
lished in July amends the Betting Act 1931 to include regulation and licensing requirements 
for the remote betting sector.  The current legislation contains a definition of a bookmaker and 
the Betting (Amendment) Bill updates that definition as well as providing definitions of remote 
bookmakers and remote betting intermediaries (betting exchanges).

24/09/2013WRH01250Betting Legislation

24/09/2013WRH01300172. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance regarding the Betting 
Amendment Bill 2013, the regulatory agencies and or committees, that will be established; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39290/13]

24/09/2013WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 
which, once enacted, will establish the regulatory framework for the licensing regime of the 
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betting sector, was published in July.  This Bill sets out the enforcement and compliance mea-
sures in terms of licensing of traditional bookmakers and online bookmakers and betting in-
termediaries.  Responsibility for the regulation of all bookmakers falls within the remit of the 
Department of Justice and Equality and Revenue depending on the type of business concerned.  
The Deputy will be aware that under the EU Technical Standards and Regulations Directive 
it was necessary to show the published Bill to the EU Commission and other Member States, 
which will take a minimum of 3 months for clearance.

As the Deputy may be aware, my colleague the Minister for Justice is currently working on 
a Gambling Control Bill which will provide for the regulation of all gambling in Ireland.  Once 
this Bill is enacted it will lead to a regulated regime with an established regulator.

24/09/2013WRH01450Corporate Tax Regime Issues

24/09/2013WRH01500173. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the amount IFSC-registered com-
panies paid in corporation tax in 2012. [39309/13]

24/09/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the estimated corporation tax paid in 2012 by companies previously licensed to 
operate in the International Financial Services Centre is of the order of €456 million.  Following 
the end of the IFSC tax regime, the corporation tax rate applying to international financial ser-
vices activities increased from 10% to the standard rate of 12.5%, and therefore it is generally 
speaking no longer possible to distinguish corporation tax paid solely on IFSC activities from 
corporation tax paid on other income.

It should also be noted that the €456 million figure relates only to those companies that were 
once licensed under the preferential IFSC tax regime, which expired in 2005 and for which reg-
istrations ceased in 2002.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not possible 
to identify international financial services companies that have been established since the end 
of that regime as they are no longer licenced under a specific regime, and so the corporation tax 
paid by such companies is not included in the €456 million figure.

Investment Funds Assets

24/09/2013WRH01700174. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the value of financial assets ad-
ministered here. [39310/13]

24/09/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department does not compile de-
tailed figures in respect of the assets in funds administered in Ireland.  However, I am informed 
by the Central Bank of Ireland that the total assets administered by Irish resident Investment 
Funds at end-Q2 2013 amounted to €1,112 billion.

Irish resident Money Market Funds administered an additional €281 billion.  Financial Ve-
hicle Corporations (FVCs), which engage in securitisation activities, administer total assets of 
€437 billion.  Administration services are taken to refer to Funds and FVCs.  The Central Bank 
also informs me that total assets for the non-bank financial sector amounted to €2,410 billion 
at end-Q1 2013 and total assets for the entire financial economy amounted to €3,626 billion at 
end-Q1 2013.

National Debt
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24/09/2013WRH01900175. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide information on 
the creditors of Ireland’s national debt. [39311/13]

24/09/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Those persons/entities holding Irish 
Government debt would be considered Ireland’s main creditors.  The most recent estimate of 
National Debt is for end August 2013, when it stood at €169.75 billion.  The largest components 
of National Debt at end August 2013, as shown in the table below, were Governments bonds 
and EU/IMF Programme loans.  With regard to the ownership of Government bonds, while the 
Central Bank of Ireland is the registrar for Irish government bonds, the manner in which they 
are settled and registered does not allow for the identification of individual holders.  However, 
the Central Bank’s Quarterly Bulletins contain limited information on holders of Irish Govern-
ment bonds, disaggregated between resident and non-resident holders.  Furthermore, the ECB 
announced in February 2013 that it held €14.2 billion of Irish Government bonds at end 2012.

- € billion
Government Bonds 114.78
EU/IMF Programme 61.56
- International Monetary Fund 21.11
- European Financial Stability Facility* 14.61
- European Financial Stabilisation Mecha-
nism

21.70

- United Kingdom Treasury 3.39
- Kingdom of Denmark 0.30
- Kingdom of Sweden 0.45
Other Medium and Long Term Debt 0.77
State Savings Schemes (excludes POSB 
Deposits)**

15.05

Short-Term Debt 6.58
Cash and other Financial Assets*** -29.00
National Debt at 30/08/13 169.75

Notes: 

Rounding can affect totals.  

The National Debt figures in the table above are unaudited.  The figures take account of the 
effect of currency hedging transactions.  

*   A prepaid margin of €0.53 billion was deducted from the EFSF loan of €4.19 billion 
drawn down on 1 February 2011 giving a net liability of €3.66 billion. The total net liability of 
€61.56 billion included in the National Debt at end August 2013 takes account of this reduction

**   State Savings Schemes also include moneys invested by depositors in the Post Office 
Savings Bank (POSB). These funds are mainly lent to the Exchequer as short-term advances. 
Taking into account the POSB, total State Savings outstanding were €17.7 billion at end August 

***    Of which, Exchequer cash balances and other short-term cash management balances 
accounted for €24.5 billion at end August 2013.   

Source: NTMA.



Questions - Written Answers

188

24/09/2013WRH02050Debt Collection

24/09/2013WRH02100176. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if there are any proposals 
to introduce a strict code of conduct for persons employed by banks and lending institutions 
to collect outstanding debts (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39319/13]

24/09/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to inform the Deputy that I have 
no responsibility for the regulation of debt collectors and debt collecting firms employed by 
banks and lending institutions to collect outstanding debts.  The Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity is responsible for legislation - the Non-Fatal Offences against the Person Act 1997 - which 
applies to all debt collectors that operate across any or all sectors of the economy, including 
private individuals and debt collecting firms.  Under section 11 of this Act, it is an offence to 
demand payment of a debt in a way that is designed to cause alarm, distress or humiliation.  A 
person found guilty of offences under this Act is subject to large fines and up to 14 years im-
prisonment.

The Deputy might wish to note that in the case of financial institutions which use debt col-
lection firms, the Central Bank has imposed requirements that offer protection to consumers.  
This is set out in the Consumer Protection Code.  The Code obliges the regulated entities that it 
covers to ensure that any outsourced activity, such as debt collection, complies with the require-
ments of the Code.  This means that outsourced activity should uphold principles in the Code 
such as the requirement for institutions: not to exert undue pressure or undue influence on a 
customer; to act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of customers and to act 
with due skill, care and diligence in the best interest of its customers; and to prohibit personal 
visits or oral communications except in specified circumstances.

24/09/2013WRH02250Steering Committee on Mortgage Arrears

24/09/2013WRH02300177. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the cross-
Government Mortgage Arrears Steering Group has met since March 2011.  [39336/13]

24/09/2013WRH02400178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the entire mem-
bership of the cross-Government mortgage arrears Steering Group; and if he will provide the 
attendance list of each of the meetings of that Steering Group since March 2011.  [39337/13]

24/09/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 
and 178 together.

The Steering Committee on Mortgage Arrears was put in place shortly after the publication 
of the Keane Report on Mortgage Arrears to oversee the implementation of the Report’s recom-
mendations, as approved by Government, to address the mortgage arrears problem, together 
with the implementation of subsequent Government approved measures in this broad policy 
area.  The Group is chaired by the Department of Finance and also comprises the Departments 
of Justice and Equality, Environment and Local Government, Social Protection, An Taoiseach 
and Public Expenditure and Reform.  In addition, the Central Bank of Ireland, and, following 
its establishment, the Insolvency Service of Ireland are also members.  Since its establishment, 
the Group has met on 30 occasions.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

8 December 2011
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John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

15 December 2011

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

16 January 2011

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

16 January 2011

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Mary O’Regan, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Philip Nugent, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

9 February 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
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John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brendan McNamara, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Sharon Donnery, Central Bank of Ireland
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

23 February 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

8 March 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

22 March 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

5 April 2012
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John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
Tom Foley, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

19 April 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Tom Foley, Department of Finance
Brendan McNamara, Department of Justice
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Fiona Muldoon, Central Bank of Ireland 
Mick Stewart, Central Bank of Ireland
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

10 May 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Tom Foley, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 
Denis Breen, Department of the Taoiseach
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

24 May 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
Tom Foley, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection 
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank of Ireland 



Questions - Written Answers

192

Denis Breen, Department of the Taoiseach
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance

14 June 2012, 

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Tom Foley, Department of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Denis Breen, Department of the Taoiseach
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Philip Nugent, Department of the Environment
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

12 July 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Denis Breen, Department of the Taoiseach
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Damian Thomas, Department of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance

2 August 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

30 August 2012

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
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Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

20 September 2012

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Bernie Mooney, Central Bank
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

4 October 2012

John Moran, Department of Finance
Ann Nolan, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance 
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Bernard Sheridan, Central Bank
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

1 November 2012

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
Mick Stewart, Central Bank
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance



Questions - Written Answers

194

15 November 2012

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Derek Tierney, Department of Finance
Mick Stewart, Central Bank 
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

13 December 2012

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Ann Nolan, Department of Finance
Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Denis Breen, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Miriam Lee, Central Bank
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Brian Purcell, Department of Justice
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

14 February 2013

John Moran, Department of Finance
John Hogan, Department of Finance
Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
Mick Stewart, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

28 March 2013

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Angela Black, Department of Finance
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Eoin Cuddihy, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Kevin Meaney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Conan McKenna, Department of Justice
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

9 May 2013

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Joan O’Shea, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

23 May 2013

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Brendan Sheridan, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
John Phelan, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Conan McKenna, Department of Justice
Orlaigh Quinn, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

6 June 2013

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
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Helena Mitchell, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
John Phelan, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Conan McKenna, Department of Justice
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
David Moloney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

20 June 2013

John Hogan, Deparment of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
Colm Kincaid, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance

1 August 2013

Angela Black, Department of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Fiona Ward, Department of Social Protection
Brendan Sheridan, Central Bank
Colm Kincaid, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
John Phelan, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Michael Holohan, Department of Justice
Joan O’Shea, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Declan Reid, Department of Finance
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

12 September 2013

Angela Black, Department of Finance
John Fitzpatrick, Department of Finance
Barry Vaughan, Department of An Taoiseach
Michael Layde, Department of the Environment
Shane O’Neill, Central Bank
Helena Mitchell, Central Bank
Lorcan O’Connor, Insolvency Service of Ireland
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John Phelan, Insolvency Service of Ireland
Michael Holohan, Department of Justice
Kevin Meaney, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
Colm O’Neill, Department of Finance

24/09/2013WRH02550Mortgage Arrears Proposals

24/09/2013WRH02600179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the Central Bank will 
set demanding quarterly targets for the conclusion of sustainable solutions and for the subse-
quent performance of these solutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39338/13]

24/09/2013WRH02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, last March the 
Central Bank announced new measures to address mortgage arrears, including the publication 
of performance targets for the main mortgage banks.  I would draw the Deputy’s attention to 
the Central Bank statement of the 17 September last which outlined details of the targets for 
concluded arrangements.

In the statement the Central Bank indicated that, in agreement with the Troika, it has now 
set its expectations of the banks in this regard and will require banks to have concluded arrange-
ments with 15 per cent of their over 90-day mortgage arrears customers by end of December 
2013.  Furthermore, the Central Bank is now setting targets for end March 2014 for sustainable 
solutions offered to customers of 70 per cent for over 90-day arrears and for concluded solu-
tions of 25 per cent.

The Deputy will be aware that the main lenders indicated to the Joint Committee on Finance, 
Public Expenditure and Reform recently that they have met and exceeded the 20% MART tar-
get for proposed solutions for end-June 2013.  The Central Bank will commence an audit of the 
returns in September/October.

24/09/2013WRH02750Mortgage Arrears Proposals

24/09/2013WRH02800180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a letter threatening repos-
session or legal action constitutes a proposal for a sustainable solution under the mortgage ar-
rears resolution targets. [39339/13]

24/09/2013WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated on numerous occasions, 
it is a key responsibility of financial institutions to do more to assist those in severe financial dif-
ficulty.  Letters threatening repossession or legal action could not in my opinion be considered 
as a sustainable solution under the mortgage arrears targets, and should only ever be considered 
after every possible avenue for solution has been exhausted.  This is consistent with Mortgage 
Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) document published by the Central Bank in March this 
year.  The Central Bank has advised that its MART document recognises that only in certain 
cases the only available option to the mortgage lender may involve voluntary surrender or legal 
action for repossession.  Taking this route is consistent with the lender’s prudential responsi-
bility to minimise losses, having considered the borrower’s degree of co-operation and/or the 
borrower’s actual and prospective ability to service the debt.

Importantly however, this is strictly subject to the Central Bank being satisfied that: All 
regulatory requirements have been adhered to; in particular the Code of Conduct on Mortgage 
Arrears (CCMA) obligation to ensure that the initiation of legal proceedings is a last resort and 
that the lender must explore all of the options for alternative repayment arrangements offered 
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by that lender, and; Prior to classifying a borrower as ‘not co-operating’, the lender must write 
to the borrower and, inter alia, outline the specific actions a borrower must take to avoid being 
classified as “not co-operating”.  If, following this process, the lender concludes that the bor-
rower is “not co-operating”, the borrower must be formally notified of that outcome and that 
legal proceedings can commence immediately.

In addition, paragraph 49 of the CCMA also provides that a lender must have an appeals 
process in place to enable a borrower to appeal in relation to a decision of the lender, includ-
ing: a) Where an alternative repayment arrangement is offered by a lender and the borrower is 
not willing to enter into the alternative repayment arrangement; b) Where a lender declines to 
offer an alternative repayment arrangement to a borrower; and c) Where a lender classifies a 
borrower as “not co-operating”.

The Central Bank has also advised that it will commence audits of the Quarter 2 Target 
submissions by banks in September/October.  These submissions will contain the information 
regarding banks’ offers of restructuring to 30% of borrowers in mortgage arrears. Audit work 
will include an element of third party review and assessment.

24/09/2013WRJ00150Budget 2014 Issues

24/09/2013WRJ00200181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the latest estimate from his 
Department of the budgetary adjustment that will be necessary to reach the troika’s target deficit 
of 5.1% in budget 2014.  [39341/13]

24/09/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The estimate sought by the Deputy re-
quires macroeconomic and budgetary forecasts which will be announced on Budget Day.  My 
officials will incorporate the most recently announced economic data from the Quarterly Na-
tional Accounts and the forthcoming end September Exchequer Returns to make the forecasts 
as accurate as possible. The change in the budgetary calendar this year makes the process of 
forecasting even more difficult than in previous years.  Because of this I am not prepared to be 
drawn into speculation on budgetary matters at this time. However, I will say that preparations 
for the Budget are well underway in my Department, in the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and all other Departments and that the Government remains committed to the con-
solidation path which will bring the deficit within 5.1% of GDP in 2014 and 2.9% of GDP in 
2015.

24/09/2013WRJ00350Banking Sector Remuneration

24/09/2013WRJ00400182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that none of 
AIB’s, PTSB’s or Bank of Ireland’s submissions under the Mercer report process included cuts 
to the basic salary of any employee earning over €100,000; if he will publish the proposals from 
the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39342/13]

24/09/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I stated in earlier replies to Parlia-
mentary Questions on this matter I can confirm that the three State supported banks responded 
with their individual strategies, designed to achieve the required savings, by the due date of 30 
April as requested by the Government in response to the Mercer Report. I was not prescriptive 
in how this was to be achieved respecting their differing State ownership and investment and 
paths to profitability.  As the Deputy will be aware the CEOs of the three banks appeared before 
the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform in early September and were 
questioned regarding the savings required in response to the Mercer Report. With regard to AIB 
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the CEO stated at the Committee meeting that “The solutions comprise the negotiations around 
the pension plans, the working hours and the cancellation of all entitlement to increments in the 
bank.” The bank has now agreed these changes with the AIB staff and is at an advanced stage 
in negotiating the changes with representatives of the EBS staff.

Bank of Ireland is currently in discussions relating to changes to its pension scheme entitle-
ments through the State Labour relations mechanism.

As the Deputy will be aware Permanent TSB has ceased funding of its Defined Benefit 
pension schemes, which has led to a winding up of these schemes. The Chairman and Non-
Executive Directors of Permanent TSB have also taken a 10% reduction in fees. 

Due to the sensitive nature of the discussions between the banks and their staff, it would not 
be appropriate to release any further details contained within the letters.

24/09/2013WRJ00550Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRJ00600183. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the VAT revenue generated 
from tourism-related industries that are currently covered by the 9% VAT rate in the years 2008 
to 2012, inclusive.  [39345/13]

24/09/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that details from tax returns are not captured in such a way as to provide a basis for 
compiling the statistical information sought by the Deputy.  However, when the 9% VAT rate 
was introduced as part of the Jobs Initiative in 2011, it was estimated to cost €350 million in a 
full year.

  Question No. 184 answered with Question No. 158.

24/09/2013WRJ00850VAT Payments

24/09/2013WRJ00900185. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to address the issue of VAT 
being refunded to retailers that sell alcohol below cost; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39372/13]

24/09/2013WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would point out that VAT is a tax on 
the value added to a supply, and the collection and recovery of VAT takes place at each stage of 
the chain of supply from manufacturing to retailer.  Under EU and domestic VAT rules traders 
who are registered for VAT collect VAT on the goods and services that they sell.  In turn such 
traders are entitled to recover the VAT they incur on their business inputs used in the purchase 
or production of goods or delivery of services.  Consequently, if there is a decrease in value at 
any stage in the process the trader is entitled to a refund of the excess of VAT incurred over that 
collected.  In this case, where a retailer is in a situation of net VAT gain as a result of below cost 
selling, this is not a loss to the Exchequer or an additional benefit to the retailer, it is merely 
how VAT is charged.

24/09/2013WRJ01050Customs and Excise Controls

24/09/2013WRJ01100186. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance his plans to purchase a new cus-
tom’s cutter vessel for the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [39381/13]

24/09/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that it cur-
rently has two Customs Cutters in service.  The cost and adequacy of the present level of provi-
sion is continually reviewed.  Revenue is satisfied that it has an effective service that meets its 
foreseeable needs and that the acquisition of additional vessels is not under active consideration 
by Revenue at this time. 

24/09/2013WRJ01250Road Traffic Offences

24/09/2013WRJ01300187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the options available or 
procedure to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who was 
recently contacted by the Revenue Commissioners in respect of the detection of oil in the fuel 
tank in their motor vehicle on 23 August 2013, and who only purchased the vehicle on 20 Au-
gust 2013 and had not put any fuel in the case since the purchase; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [39398/13]

24/09/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the keeping of marked gas oil in the fuel tank of a motor vehicle is an offence 
under Section 102 of the Finance Act, 1999, and carries on conviction a statutory penalty of 
€5,000.  The vehicle in question was stopped by officers of the Revenue Commissioners on the 
23 August 2013, and a detection of marked gas oil was made when the fuel tank was examined. 
Both the driver and her husband were subsequently interviewed under caution, during which 
the husband admitted to owning the vehicle for use in his business. 

Having regard to the information supplied by the Deputy, the Revenue Commissioners have 
made further enquiries in the matter, and there is no record of any recent change of ownership 
of the vehicle.

The Revenue Commissioners wrote to the owner of the vehicle on 5th September 2013, and 
offered a compromise arrangement to him in relation to the statutory penalty. A reply to this 
letter is still awaited.

24/09/2013WRJ01450Tax Clearance Certificates

24/09/2013WRJ01500188. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners are permitted to withhold tax clearance certificates from a person who has not paid the 
household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39434/13]

24/09/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that sections 1094 and 1095 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 were amended by the 
Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) to provide that outstanding Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) Returns and liabilities are taken into account for tax clearance purposes.   Sec-
tion 156 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that, where the 
Household Charge for 2012 had not been paid by 1 July 2013, the arrears amount is increased 
to €200 and is regarded as Local Property Tax.  The Commissioners have confirmed that the 
conditions for tax clearance will not be met where the Household Charge is outstanding.  Ac-
cordingly a Tax Clearance Certificate may be withheld from a person who has not paid the 
Household Charge.

In my reply to Question No. 213 (PQ 37951/13) on 18 September 2013, I informed the 
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House that the Commissioners have a significant amount of work to do to match the Local Gov-
ernment Management Agency’s Household Charge Register with their LPT Register in order to 
identify cases where the 2012 Household Charge is still unpaid and that this work is likely to 
continue for some time.  I also outlined the wide range of options available for paying the €200 
arrears.  Further information on the payment of Household Charge arrears is available in the 
LPT “Frequently Asked Questions” section of the Revenue website.

24/09/2013WRJ01650Payment Protection Insurance

24/09/2013WRJ01700189. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the options available to persons 
who wish to seek refunds of payment protection insurance which they believe they were mis-
sold prior to 2007; if the financial organisation which sold the PPI is obliged to inform them of 
their possible entitlement to a refund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39440/13]

24/09/2013WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that it has requested 10 firms to carry out a review of their sales of Payment Protection Insur-
ance (PPI) since 1 July 2007, the date the Consumer Protection Code came into effect.  At the 
request of the Bank, these firms have informed all their customers included in the PPI sales 
review of their intention to provide updates to them as the review progresses throughout 2013.  
Firms began to issue the findings of the review, and refunds were applicable, to consumers in 
May 2013 and this will continue for the remainder of 2013.

The firms currently involved in this review are Allied Irish Banks, EBS, Bank of Ireland, 
Ulster Bank, GE Money, Permanent tsb, Bank of Scotland, Danske Bank, KBC Bank Ireland 
and RaboDirect Bank Ireland.  The Central Bank has informed me that as part of this review 
the 10 firms are not obliged to review sales prior to 1 July 2007 and therefore consumers who 
believe they were mis-sold a PPI prior to July 2007 should contact the firms directly.

24/09/2013WRJ01850Corporate Tax Regime Issues

24/09/2013WRJ01900190. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that most 
corporations pay much less than the headline 12.5% corporation tax rate, his plans to intro-
duce a minimum effective corporation tax rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39474/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02000222. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance the average effective rate of Ire-
land’s corporation tax and the position of his Department on mechanisms being used to reduce 
the effective rate of corporation tax paid from the headline figure of 12.5%. [39798/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 
and 222 together.

I am aware of recent reports that claim that the rate of tax being paid by some companies 
operating in Ireland is lower than the headline rate of 12.5%.  The tax rates that are being quoted 
are, emphatically, not the rate of tax paid by such companies, or by any company, on their Irish 
activities.

All companies resident in Ireland are chargeable to corporation tax at the 12.5% rate on the 
profits that are generated from their trading activities in Ireland.  A higher 25% rate applies in 
respect of investment, rental and other non-trading profits. Chargeable capital gains are taxable 
at the capital gains tax rate of 33%.
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There are different ways of measuring the effective rate of corporation tax depending on 
the variables that are used.  As there is no such single internationally agreed methodology to 
calculate the effective rate of corporation tax, there is no reliable basis upon which to calculate 
the current ‘effective rate’ of corporate tax in Ireland without being potentially misleading.  

Therefore, neither I, nor my Department, would be in a position to introduce a minimum 
‘effective rate’ in Ireland in the way the Deputy has suggested.

To illustrate the debate on the topic, I have previously referred to an estimate from a report 
produced by the World Bank and PricewaterhouseCoopers which put the effective rate in Ire-
land at 11.9% (Paying Taxes, 2013).  I also referred to a study by the European Commission 
(Taxation Trends in the EU 2011), which indicates Ireland has an effective corporate tax rate 
which is close to or indeed higher than the statutory 12.5% rate (this is likely because of the 
25% rate that applies generally to non-trading income).

I have been clear that my Department does not take ownership of these reports, but they do 
indicate that the ‘effective’ rate of tax paid by companies in Ireland is close to the headline rate 
of 12.5%.

Some other countries have a high headline rate of corporation tax which is then supple-
mented by a high number of tax reliefs which reduce the overall rate of tax paid.  By contrast, 
the approach in Ireland is transparent: we have a competitive headline rate of corporation tax 
which is applied to a broad base.

We therefore have only a small number of tax incentives in Ireland, and we make sure that 
those we do have are specifically targeted.  They are focussed firstly, on the creation of addi-
tional employment as is consistent with current Government policy, and secondly on areas of 
innovation with a view to generating high value-added economic activity in the country.  The 
small number of reliefs we have include, for example, the R&D Tax Credit and the 3-year ex-
emption from corporation tax for start-up companies.

24/09/2013WRJ02150Tax Code

24/09/2013WRJ02200191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason VAT could not 
be waived in respect of a service (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39503/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The application of VAT is determined 
by the EU VAT Directive, with which Irish VAT law must comply. In this context, the supply 
of a bus, as a new means of transport, is liable to VAT at the 23% VAT rate.  The VAT charged 
on a new means of transport can only be claimed by persons who are registered for VAT and 
in the business of selling vehicles. All other businesses and individuals cannot claim back the 
VAT charged on a new vehicle.  There are a number of Value-Added Tax Refund Orders that 
provide for refunds of VAT in circumstances, such as, where the VAT is incurred on aids or ap-
pliances for persons with a specified degree of disablement or on qualifying medical equipment 
purchased through voluntary donations. However, refunds for VAT on new means of transport 
are specifically excluded from such refund orders. 

24/09/2013WRJ02350Departmental Expenditure

24/09/2013WRJ02400192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
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form, the costs incurred annually since 2011 for each aspect of the jobs initiative as announced; 
the revenue raised from measures to fund the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39556/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Jobs Initiative announced in 2011 
included a range of Revenue and Expenditure Measures to support the protection of existing 
jobs and  the creation of new ones.  Details of the revenue measures, as announced, are set out 
in the table below.

Revenue Measure Description Yield/Cost € million
9% VAT rate To support the tourism 

industry, a second reduced 
rate of VAT of 9% was in-
troduced from 1st July 2011 
under end December 2013

-120 in 2011

-350 in 2012 and 2013
-60 in 2014

PRSI Having the lower rate of 
PRSI until end-2013 on 
jobs that pay up to €356 per 
week.

-85 in 2011

-190 in 2012
-183 in 2013
-15 in 2014

PRSI Abolition of employer PRSI 
on share based remuneration

-9.5 in 2011

-17.7 per year thereafter
Pension Funds Levy A levy of 0.6% on the mar-

ket value of assets under 
management in pension 
funds and pension plans 
approved under Irish tax 
legislation.

+470 per year for 4 years

As a measure to fund the Jobs Initiative, a temporary 0.6% stamp duty levy on pension fund 
assets was introduced in the Finance (No.2) Act 2011. This was estimated to yield €470 million 
a year for 4 years. The Revenue Commissioners have advised me that receipts amounted to 
€463 million in 2011 and €483 million in 2012. This is broadly in line with the amounts antici-
pated to be collected in those years. There is no yield from the levy as yet in respect of 2013. 
The deadline date for payment of the levy in 2013 is 25 September next.

The Jobs Initiative also included a number of current and capital expenditure measures, 
among which there are a number of measures aimed at retraining the workforce. The details of 
the expenditure on these measures are a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public Reform 
and Expenditure, Brendan Howlin T.D.

The impact of the Jobs initiative can be seen by the increase in employment levels, par-
ticularly in the accommodation and food services sector. With regard to the training measures, 
my colleague the Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton T.D., recently announced that the 
number of internships, originally planned at 5,000 has now exceeded 20,000.
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24/09/2013WRJ02550Budget 2014 Issues

24/09/2013WRJ02600193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the opening budget po-
sition for 2014 on which his budget adjustment will be based includes the continuation of the 
current reduced 9% rate of VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39557/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 9% reduced VAT rate for tourism 
related services was introduced in July 2011 as part of the Government Jobs Initiative as a 
temporary measure and is due to expire at end December 2013, at which point it will revert to 
13.5%.  Failure to revert the 9% rate to 13.5% gives rise to a Budget shortfall in 2014. Retaining 
the 9% rate, therefore, would be very costly to the Exchequer and would require an increase in 
taxation or reduction in expenditure elsewhere.  Any proposal to maintain the 9% VAT rate will 
be considered in the context of the Budget.

24/09/2013WRJ02750Corporate Tax Regime Issues

24/09/2013WRJ02800194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised from increasing the corporation tax rate on passive investment by 5% from 25% to 30%; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39558/13]

24/09/2013WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed  by the Revenue Com-
missioners that  the full year yield to the Exchequer, estimated in terms of expected 2014 prof-
its, of increasing the 25% rate of corporation tax by 5% for all income that is currently taxable at 
this rate would be tentatively estimated at €50 million. While this estimate is technically correct 
it does not take into account any behavioural change on the part of taxpayers as a consequence.  
It is not possible to identify the amount of this potential yield that would relate solely to passive 
investment income. However, from indicative information provided in corporate tax returns, it 
appears that the majority of this yield would be in respect of  investment income.

24/09/2013WRJ02950Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRJ03000195. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised from applying DIRT to State savings schemes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39559/13]

24/09/2013WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that the latest figures available on interest payments on State 
Savings accounts are for 2012.  As the Deputy may be aware, the NTMA announced reductions 
in the interest rates across the full range of State Savings products in December 2012. This 
was done at a time when rates in the deposit market generally were coming down, and with the 
objective of remaining competitive while not incurring interest costs above the levels generally 
prevailing in the market on Government borrowings.  This would mean that the future interest 
payments from State Savings products will be lower, which in turn means the yield from impos-
ing DIRT on State Savings would be less than would be suggested by applying the DIRT rate to 
the interest paid in 2012.  Having said that, the NTMA advises that interest payments on those 
State Savings which are not liable to DIRT were as follows in 2012:

Savings: €
Savings bonds €138.383 million
Savings certs €72.627 million
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Instalment savings €18.351 million
Total €229.36 million

Applying DIRT at a rate of 33%, the rate which prevailed in 2012 where interest is paid less 
frequently than annually, to the foregoing interest payments would have produced a yield of c. 
€75.66 million.  This projection assumes that all account holders are liable to pay DIRT.

Prize bond prizes are tax-free and amounted to €47.61 million in 2012.  To apply DIRT to 
such prizes would yield in the region of €15.71 million (again applied at the higher rate, which 
was 33% in 2012, and assuming full liability applies to all holders).

As noted, the interest payments on State Savings products are likely to be lower in future 
years, with a consequent effect on the possible yield from imposing DIRT on such payments.  
The figures also do not take into account the potential behavioural impact of making the interest 
subject to DIRT.

State Savings products provide a convenient and State assured method of saving for mem-
bers of the public.  The funds invested provide the State with a low cost form of borrowing.  To 
encourage participation by savers in order to ensure this funding remains available, the interest 
on Savings Bonds, Savings Certificates, National Instalment Savings, prizes related to Prize 
Bonds, and the payment on maturity for the National Solidarity Bond are and have traditionally 
been tax free.

24/09/2013WRJ03150Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRJ03200196. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised from exempting the first €1,000 of medical expenses from tax relief; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39560/13]

24/09/2013WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that on the basis of claims for health expenses relief (including nursing home expenses) 
for the income tax year 2011, the latest year for which the necessary detailed information is 
available, the full year yield to the Exchequer from disallowing the first €1,000 of each claim 
for tax relief is estimated to be of the order of  €60 million.

24/09/2013WRJ03350Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRJ03400197. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the impact that would arise 
on revenue from DIRT from applying it at the individual’s marginal tax rate rather than the cur-
rent flat rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39561/13]

24/09/2013WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that sufficiently detailed figures are not captured on the statutory return of DIRT filed 
by the financial institutions in such a way as to provide a basis for compiling estimates of the 
impact on the Exchequer from the change mentioned in the question.  Accordingly, the specific 
information requested by the Deputy is not available.

24/09/2013WRJ03550Budget Measures
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24/09/2013WRJ03600198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the €100 mil-
lion in additional dividend from State companies provided for in the 2013 budget adjustment 
that has been received; if he expects the full amount to be received before the end of the year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39562/13]

24/09/2013WRJ03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of the €3.5 billion consolida-
tion measures announced in Budget 2013, €100 million of those measures related to increased 
dividend payments to the State.  The end August 2013 Exchequer returns show that the dividend 
payments of €132.3 million, have increased by 54% year-on -year.

With the substantial increase in dividends received in the year to date, the amount specified 
in Budget 2013 is likely to be received by year end.

State Banking Sector Regulation

24/09/2013WRK00200199. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the date the Permanent 
TSB restructuring plan was submitted to the European Commission; when he expects to receive 
a response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39563/13]

24/09/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that the Perma-
nent TSB restructuring plan was submitted to the European Commission (“the Commission”) 
on 29 June 2012.  As requested by the Commission an updated version of the plan was submit-
ted on 15 August 2013. Discussions are ongoing at a technical level involving the Commission, 
the Department of Finance and Permanent TSB in relation to the updated version of the plan.    
There is no formal deadline in place for the Commission to respond on the updated version of 
the plan. However the Deputy may have noted that Permanent TSB, at its interim results pre-
sentation on 29 August 2013 stated that it was aiming for approval before year end and I have 
no reason at this point in time to believe otherwise. 

The Deputy may also be aware that AIB is in discussions with the Department of Finance 
and the Commission in respect of its restructuring plan and currently expects approval of the 
plan during the second half of 2013. 

NAMA Debtors

24/09/2013WRK00400200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of developers 
currently in receipt of a salary from the National Asset Management Agency; the number who 
have received an increased in salary since their contact with NAMA was initiated; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39566/13]

24/09/2013WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it does not 
pay a salary to any debtor. NAMA seeks to ensure that income generated by assets securing 
NAMA loans is applied towards repaying a debtor’s indebtedness to NAMA.  However as part 
of the debtor business plan, debtors retain an agreed portion of this income to cover business 
overheads. In certain circumstances, debtors are allowed a salary out of business overheads 
where this is necessary to manage and preserve the value of the assets securing NAMA’s loans.   
NAMA advises that all overheads are reviewed as part of its regular review of each debtor’s 
performance.  NAMA advises that it has not agreed in any case to an increase in the salary 
retained by debtors from business overheads. NAMA further advises that debtor performance 
reviews include consideration of developments in the wider economy and that debtors are not 
immune to these wider considerations.
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Exchequer Borrowing Requirement

24/09/2013WRK00600201. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the cost of pre-funding in 2013 
the Exchequer borrowing requirement for 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39567/13]

24/09/2013WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The  proceeds  of  all  borrowings  by  
the  Exchequer,  including  borrowing  under  the  EU/IMF programme,  as  well  as  tax  rev-
enues,  non-tax  revenues  and  other  receipts,  are  lodged  to  the Exchequer account at the 
Central Bank of Ireland to fund on-going Government expenditure. There are constant flows 
into and out of the Exchequer account and all  moneys  within  it are fungible.  The Government 
must ensure through its management of expenditure, tax and non-tax receipts and borrowings 
that there are prudent and adequate balances in the Exchequer account at all times. This also 
provides investors with the assurance they require that they will be repaid upon the redemption 
of debt.   For small open economies such as Ireland, budgetary aggregates are generally more 
susceptible to the negative effects of external  and  internal  shocks.  In general terms  the over-
all  level  of cash reserves held depends on the State’s  risk appetite in relation to such shocks. 
Particular factors which arise in that context include the international economic situation, the 
State’s debt maturity profile and the projected pattern of Exchequer receipts and expenditure. 
In Ireland, where we are seeking to achieve sustainable access to the debt markets while still 
running a significant budget deficit, the need to hold appropriate cash balances as we emerge 
from the EU/IMF programme is paramount. In line with this, the Troika’s funding projections 
for Ireland envisage sufficient cash in hand as at the end of the programme in December 2013 
to cover the Exchequer’s full needs for the calendar year 2014.  

The April 2013 Stability Programme Update forecasts estimated  the cumulative Exchequer 
deficit over the years 2013-2015 at some €25 billion, with the 2014 deficit estimated at just un-
der €9 billion.  In fact with 40% of the 2014 EBR forecasted to accrue in the first quarter along 
with the significant bond redemption of €6.85 billion in January 2014, much of the prefunded 
cash balances will be utilised in the first 3 months of 2014. Indeed  visibility  as  to  our  2014  
funding  is essential  if  Ireland is to  successfully  exit  the programme on schedule.

Decisions on the level of cash reserves take account of various factors in addition to the cost 
of maintaining such reserves. These factors include the potential risks of not maintaining an ad-
equate and prudent cash balance, including the risk that the Exchequer would be unable to meet 
its obligations and that market funding rates for Ireland would therefore be higher than would 
otherwise be the case due to the perception that the State had a precarious liquidity position. 

The State earns a return on these cash balances and deposits, which the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) manages in a prudent manner consistent with minimising risk 
and always having sufficient cash on hand to cover any volatility which might arise.  I am 
informed by the NTMA that they have calculated that, during 2013,  based on bond issuance 
yields and the cost of funding under the EU-IMF Programme, the net interest differential (cost) 
on the cash balances held is in the region of 2.7% which equates to about €2.2 million per month 
for each €1 billion borrowed. The key elements of the marginal cost of funds in 2013 include 
the two long-term bond syndications done in early 2013, the pooled funds received from the 
EFSF and disbursements received from the IMF, United Kingdom, Sweden and Denmark. The 
NTMA continues to keep the quantum, maturity and timing of market funding under review 
based on its assessment of what is required to regain full market access and the overall level of 
cash balances that it is prudent to maintain.

It is the intention to run lower cash balances in the coming years, once sustainable market 
access has been established.
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Property Taxation Yield

24/09/2013WRK00800202. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown, 
in tabular form, of the amount of money raised from the local property tax in each local author-
ity area in County Wicklow; the level of compliance and non-compliance in County Wicklow 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39568/13]

24/09/2013WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that compliance data in relation to Local Property Tax (LPT) are only available broken 
down by city and county councils nationally, and the most up to date figures available for 
County Wicklow are published on the Commissioners website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/
tax/lpt/lpt-preliminary-data.pdf.  As at 23 July 2013, the total LPT paid in respect of properties 
in County Wicklow was €5,824,791; the amount of LPT declared on returns for properties in 
the county was €8,230,959; and the compliance level was estimated at 90%.   The Commission-
ers further advise that work is on-going with refining the Local Property Tax register, and more 
up-to-date details will be published in due course.

National Debt

24/09/2013WRK01000203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the total national debt as 
a percentage of GDP for each years from 1989 to 1993 inclusive; the current budget borrowing 
requirements for the same years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39569/13]

24/09/2013WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table gives the details 
requested for the years 1989 to 1993. The figures for the years in question have been converted 
from Irish pounds into Euro. A negative balance or deficit on the Exchequer current account 
indicates a borrowing requirement, with the nominal amount of borrowing required indicated 
by the size of the deficit. The Exchequer balance is the sum of the balances on the Exchequer 
current and capital accounts.  

- National 
Debt €m

GDP €m National 
Debt as a % 
of GDP

Exchequer 
Current ac-
count Bal-
ance €m

Exchequer 
Balance €m

1989 31525 33706 93.53% -334 -608
1990 31849 36541 87.16% -193 -587
1991 32223 38018 84.76% -378 -634
1992 33450 40489 82.62% -566 -905
1993 36006 43605 82.57% -481 -876
Rounding may affect totals

Source: Department of Finance and CSO 

National Debt

24/09/2013WRK01200204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the total national debt as 
a percentage of GDP for each years from 1976 to 1980 inclusive; the current budget borrowing 
requirements for the same years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39570/13]

24/09/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table gives the details 
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requested for the years 1977 to 1980. Prior to 1987, the Finance Accounts do not break out Ex-
chequer figures into current and capital balances. In Budget 2001, an exercise was carried out 
restating earlier years back to 1977 in the modern format.    The figures for the years in question 
have been converted from Irish pounds into Euro. A negative balance or deficit on the Exche-
quer current account indicates a borrowing requirement, with the nominal amount of borrowing 
required indicated by the size of the deficit. The Exchequer balance is the sum of the balances 
on the Exchequer current and capital accounts.

- National 
Debt €m

GDP €m National 
Debt as a % 
of GDP

Exchequer 
Current ac-
count Bal-
ance €m

Exchequer 
Balance €m

1977 5,370 7,883 68.12% -255 -692
1978 6,561 9,316 70.43% -504 -1,028
1979 8,304 11,036 75.24% -663 -1,281
1980 10,026 13,097 76.55% -695 -1,545
Rounding may affect totals.

Source: Department of Finance and CSO.

Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 158.

Betting Regulations

24/09/2013WRK01500206. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised by applying a 2%, 3%, 4%, 5% tax to online bets and 20% gross profit tax for remote 
betting intermediaries. [39638/13]

24/09/2013WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It was announced in Budget 2011 that 
the necessary arrangements are being made to ensure that bets placed on the internet by domes-
tic punters are subject to the same level of betting duty as applies to high street betting shops. 
This will serve to broaden the tax base and increase betting duty receipts.   The Finance Act 
2011 provides for the taxation of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the 
State. This means, for example, that a business which engages in online bookmaking and which 
accepts bets from people in this country will be liable for betting duty on those bets, irrespective 
of where that business is based. The existing betting duty (1%) will be applied to such bets. The 
Finance Act also provides for the taxation of Betting Exchanges under the new arrangements; 
however the calculation of the tax will take account of their particular business model, in other 
words a 15% tax on the commission charged. In addition, excise duties are being applied to the 
granting and renewal of remote bookmakers’ and remote betting intermediaries’ licences. 

The Betting (Amendment) Bill, which was published in July, will establish the regulatory 
framework for these licences. The tax changes provided for in the Finance Act can only be 
implemented once the Betting (Amendment) Bill is enacted. 

It is estimated that the full year yield from the taxation of remote betting would be around 
€20 million.  Therefore a straight line calculation of the 2%, 3%, 4% and 5% suggested by the 
Deputy would suggest a yield of €40 million, €60 million, €80 million and €100 million.  How-
ever this would not take account of the impact of such a rate on betting activity or any other 
variables.
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VAT Rates Application

24/09/2013WRK01700207. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State on the needs of those who are mobility-impaired and 
on low incomes, that are advanced by imposing a VAT rate of 23% on walking sticks while the 
VAT on limousine hire stands at 0%; if this  indicates a need for a re-balancing of VAT rates 
generally in order to achieve co-ordination with social policy objectives; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39680/13]

24/09/2013WRK01800208. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, especially in the context of population health gain, 
that are advanced by levying 23% VAT on toothbrushes and toothpaste while the VAT on pro-
cessed sugar stands at 0%; if this indicates a need for a re-balancing of VAT rates generally, in 
order to achieve co-ordination with social policy objectives; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [39681/13]

24/09/2013WRK01900209. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, especially in the context of meeting the health needs 
of those who are ill, that are advanced by levying 23% VAT on catheters, a basic necessity in 
the circumstances, while VAT on caviar, a luxury food item stands at 0%; if this circumstance 
indicates a need for a re-balancing of VAT rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with 
social policy objectives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39682/13]

24/09/2013WRK02000210. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, in the context of in-shore fisheries development, that 
are advanced by levying VAT at 23% on lobster pots, which are essential working implements, 
while the VAT on processed lobster, a luxury food item, stands at 0%; if this indicates a need 
for a re-balancing of VAT rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with social policy 
objectives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39683/13]

24/09/2013WRK02100211. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, in the context of sustainable home heating, that are 
advanced by imposing a VAT rate of 23% on solar panels while a 13% levy is imposed on bitu-
minous coal, a contributor to climate change; if this  indicates a need for a rebalancing of VAT 
rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with social policy objectives; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39684/13]

24/09/2013WRK02200212. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, in the context of meeting the needs of the elderly, the 
ill and those with profound physical disabilities, that are advanced by levying VAT at 23% on 
commodes while the VAT on the purchase of a racehorse stands at only 4.8%; if this indicates 
a need for a rebalancing of VAT rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with social 
policy objectives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39685/13]

24/09/2013WRK02300213. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, in the context of the development of the Irish agri-
culture sector, that are advanced by levying VAT at 23% on raw wool, whilst investment gold, 
of which Ireland is not at present a major producer, is VAT exempt; if this indicates a need for a 
rebalancing of VAT rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with social policy objec-
tives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39686/13]

24/09/2013WRK02400214. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the social policy objec-
tives of this Government and of the State, that are advanced by levying VAT at 23% on marriage 
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counselling, while the VAT on admission to a lap dancing club stands at 9%; if this indicates 
a need for a re-balancing of VAT rates generally, in order to achieve co-ordination with social 
policy objectives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39687/13]

24/09/2013WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 207 to 
214, inclusive, together.  

The VAT rating of goods and services is governed by the EU VAT Directive, with which 
Irish VAT law must comply. The VAT Directive generally provides that supplies of goods and 
services should be subject to VAT at the standard rate, which in Ireland is 23%. Regarding re-
duced rates of VAT, the VAT Directive is restrictive in relation to the application of such rates, 
whereby Member States may apply up to two reduced rates of VAT of between 5% and 15% but 
only to specific goods and services set out in Annex III of that Directive.  In addition, Member 
States may retain a zero rate of VAT, or a rate of VAT less than 5%, on goods and services where 
that rate applied to those goods and services on 1 January 1991.  However, no new activity can 
apply at those rates, and once removed activity cannot be reinstated at those rates.  The VAT 
Directive also allows the continuation of a reduced rate on goods and services not listed in An-
nex III, where they carried a reduced rate on 1 January 1991, however, the Directive requires 
that a reduced rate of at least 12% apply to those goods and services.

In general, the VAT rates applying to the goods and services referred to by the Deputy are 
a result of these EU VAT rules. However, I would draw to the Deputy’s attention that catheters 
used for use solely or principally with urinary drainage kits or colostomy/ostomy devices apply 
at the zero rate of VAT.  In addition, while solar panels apply at the 23% standard rate, Irish and 
EU law provide that where the installation of a solar panel accounts for at least one third of the 
cost of the supply, then the 13.5% reduced VAT rate can be applied.  In relation to the hire of 
a limousine with a driver, this service is exempt from VAT on the basis of a derogation from 
EU VAT law, where Ireland applies a VAT exemption to the transport of passengers and their 
accompanying baggage. Furthermore, the EU VAT Directive contains detailed rules regarding 
the VAT treatment of investment gold in order to avoid VAT fraud, which is why the supply of 
gold is exempt from VAT. 

In general, Ireland applies a reduced VAT rate and zero rate of VAT to a far greater range of 
goods and services than other EU Member States.  In this regard, Ireland already applies the 
zero rate of VAT to basic foods, and the reduced VAT rate of 13.5% applies to most services, 
while tourist related services currently apply at the 9% rate. In addition, the 23% standard rate 
applies to most luxury goods.  In this context, while there is generally scope to apply a higher 
rate of VAT to many goods and service, there is very little scope to do the reverse.

With regard to undertaking a comprehensive review of the different rates of VAT that are 
applied to different product types, the VAT system and its structure are reviewed on an annual 
basis in the lead up to the Budget, bearing in mind the constraints of the EU VAT Directive.

Promissory Note Issues

24/09/2013WRK02600215. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if the first of the promissory notes 
bonds of €500 million has been sold and if not, if he will instruct the Central Bank of Ireland to 
put a stay an any such sale until after the legality or otherwise of the original promissory notes 
has been established in court.  [39688/13]

24/09/2013WRK02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank that the portfolio of Government bonds now held by the Bank following the liquidation 
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of IBRC will be sold as soon as possible, provided conditions of financial stability permit. The 
Bank has, however, undertaken that a minimum amount of bonds will be sold in accordance 
with the following schedule: to end 2014 (€0.5bn), 2015-2018 (€0.5bn p.a.), 2019-2023 (€1bn 
p.a.), 2024 and after (€2bn p.a.). This portfolio includes both the floating rate bonds exchanged 
for the Promissory Notes and holdings of the 2025 Irish Government bond acquired from the 
Bank of Ireland on the termination of its market repo with IBRC due to the latter’s liquida-
tion.   The Central Bank normally reports in detail on its balance sheet only at annual intervals, 
although it also publishes an aggregate balance sheet on a monthly basis.  The latter, however, 
does not contain details of its investment holdings and I am not in a position to comment on the 
question of sales.  

On the question of putting a stay on any sales, it is important to note that the Central Bank 
is an independent institution and is not subject to my instruction on such matters.  

Central Bank of Ireland Issues

24/09/2013WRK02800216. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the rec-
ommendation of the numismatic advisory committee in the central Bank regarding a commem-
orative coin in 2014 for the battle of Clontarf; if a coin will be issued; if the details and schedule 
for same are as yet available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39723/13]

24/09/2013WRK02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have approved a recommendation 
from the Central Bank to issue a small gold collector coin in 2014 to mark the millennium of 
the Battle of Clontarf. It is likely that the coin will be issued in May 2014 with an issue limit of 
approximately 10,000. The Central Bank will announce further details in due course. 

24/09/2013WRL00150Property Taxation Collection

24/09/2013WRL00200217. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to address 
the fact that persons paying their property tax on a weekly basis must pay an extra euro; his 
views on whether this impacts much harder on persons on lower incomes who can only afford 
to pay on a weekly basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39726/13]

24/09/2013WRL00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that taxpayers have a wide choice of payment options for the Local Property Tax 
(LPT) from which they can choose the method which is most suited to their individual circum-
stances.  There are currently eight separate options available, including the option to pay the tax 
through phased cash payments from 1 July 2013 to the end of the year.  The cash payment op-
tion is available through three different approved payment service providers, which are An Post 
TaxPay, Payzone and Omnivend.  The appointed service providers have extensive nationwide 
outlets and can process payment of LPT either in full as a single payment or by phased pay-
ments on a weekly or monthly basis as best suits individual needs. The imposition of transaction 
charges is at the discretion of the individual service providers and Revenue has no role in this 
regard.  I understand An Post charges €1 per transaction; Payzone charges 75 cents per transac-
tion for payments up to €50, €1 per transaction for payments between €50.01 and €100 and €2 
per transaction for payments over €100; and Omnivend charges a fee of 4% per transaction.

Revenue provides two further facilities to make phased payments.  Firstly, since 1 July 2013 
payment of LPT can be made by way of deduction at source from employment, occupational 
pension income or from certain payments made by the Departments of Social Protection and 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  This option does not incur any fees or charges and facilitates 
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payment of LPT in even amounts across the year in question.  Secondly, phased payments can 
be made by way of direct debit from the property owner’s current account in a bank or other 
financial institution, including a credit union.  Direct debit deductions commenced from 15 
July 2013 and are deducted on the 15 day of each month.  Normal direct debit fees charged by 
financial institutions apply to these payments.

I am satisfied that Revenue has provided an excellent variety of options to facilitate payment 
of LPT in the easiest way possible and I commend the Commissioners for their efforts in this 
regard.

24/09/2013WRL00350Financial Services Regulation

24/09/2013WRL00400218. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered a pro-
posal (details supplied) regarding voice recording legislation in the financial services sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39729/13]

24/09/2013WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of telephone recording by 
financial service providers, including its application to mobile telephony, is dealt with through 
EU legislation. Under the current MiFID (‘MiFID I’), there is Member State discretion in rela-
tion to imposing a mandatory obligation on investment firms to record telephone conversations 
relating to client orders. Under the transposing MiFID Regulations (Statutory Instrument 663 of 
2007) the Central Bank may, following consultation, ‘impose additional obligations on invest-
ment firms relating to the recording of telephone conversations or electronic communications 
involving client orders’.  The Deputy should be aware of current EU legislative developments 
in relation to this issue, as, without prejudice to the current powers of the Central Bank, these 
will determine the shape of any future legislation in this area. In this regard, the issue of tele-
phone recordings featured in the discussions under the Irish Presidency on the Markets in Fi-
nancial Instruments Directive (‘MiFID II’) and the Market Abuse Regulation (MAR).  

The Irish Presidency secured a Council agreement in MiFID II and an agreement between 
Council and European Parliament in relation to the MAR. The provisions in relation to tele-
phone recording by investment firms and other financial services providers were strengthened 
in both files. In relation to MiFID II, the Council text obliges investment firms to record tele-
phone conversations and electronic communications relating to client orders and when dealing 
on own account, and to take all reasonable steps to prevent an employee or contractor from 
using privately-owned equipment which the investment firm is unable to record or copy. In re-
lation to market abuse, which I understand is both the main focus of the Deputy’s question and 
primary driver of the UK legislative changes referred to, the MAR agreement ensures that the 
competent authorities can require the handing over of existing recordings of telephone conver-
sations, electronic communications or other data traffic records held by investment firms, credit 
institutions or other financial institutions.  

The transposition or implementation date for the MAR has not yet been determined as a 
technical alignment MiFID II will be required when the negotiations between the Council and 
the European Parliament have concluded on that file. At that point, there will be certainty as to 
the obligations and discretions of Member States on this issue. 

Following the adoption of both MiFID II and MAR my Department and the Central Bank, 
as the competent authority, will be in a position to best determine the precise legislative amend-
ments that are required, or where Member State discretion is allowed for, are most appropriate.
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24/09/2013WRL00550Tax Code

24/09/2013WRL00600219. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to address the issue 
whereby those homeowners whose property is in negative equity find it difficult to rent else-
where (details supplied).  [39730/13]

24/09/2013WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that mortgage interest 
relief is available in respect of interest paid on qualifying loans taken out on or after 1 Janu-
ary 2004 and on or before 31 December 2012 and such relief applies up to and including the 
tax year 2017. As you may be aware, mortgage interest relief is available, at varying rates and 
subject to certain ceilings, in respect of interest paid by an individual on a loan used by that indi-
vidual for the purchase, repair, development or improvement   of his/her sole or main residence.

Finance Act 2009 introduced a cap of 75% on the amount of interest on loans used to pur-
chase, improve or repair rented residential property, that can be deducted in computing rental 
profit for tax purposes. The restriction applies to interest accruing on or after 7 April 2009. It 
does not apply to loans in respect of rented commercial  property.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that rental profit for tax purposes is the gross 
rental income less allowable expenses incurred in earning that rent. In computing the amount 
of rental profit, only those deductions that are specified in section 97(2) of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 are allowable as deductions against the gross rental income. The main deductible 
expenses are any rent payable by the landlord in the case of a sub-lease; the cost to the landlord 
of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant; the cost of maintenance, repairs, insur-
ance and management of the property; the interest paid on borrowed money used to purchase, 
improve or repair the property (which, in the case of residential property, is restricted to 75% of 
the interest and is subject to compliance with PRTB registration requirements for all tenancies 
that existed in relation to the property in the relevant year); and payment of local authority rates.

In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation. These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per annum 
of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

The NPPR charge would be a matter for the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.

It is the standard practice for the Minister for Finance to review all tax expenditures and 
reliefs in the run up to annual Budget. It is also a long-standing practice of the Minister for Fi-
nance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject 
of Budget decisions.

24/09/2013WRL00750Customs and Excise Controls

24/09/2013WRL00800220. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the 
current level of Customs and Excise checks and investigations along the Border counties re-
garding the illegal importation of cigarettes here; if he has had any discussions with the chair-
man of the Revenue Commissioners regarding a strategy to increase the level of check points 
and staffing of Revenue’s Border offices to clamp down on this activity; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39739/13]

24/09/2013WRL00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
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missioners that they are very conscious of the threat that the illegal importation of cigarettes 
poses to the Exchequer and to legitimate business and they have adopted a comprehensive 
strategy to tackle the problem throughout the country as well as in the border counties. Intensi-
fied targeting, in co-operation with other law enforcement agencies on both sides of the border, 
of enforcement action against suspected cigarette smuggling operations has already yielded 
significant results. To date in 2013, enforcement officers have seized 10.42 million cigarettes in 
operations carried out in the border counties. In the same period, there have been 6 convictions 
for selling illegal cigarettes and tobacco in the border area. Financial penalties were imposed by 
the District Courts in five of these cases and a sentence to community service was imposed in 
the sixth case.   Revenue is an integrated tax and customs administration and has around 2,000 
staff engaged on activities that are dedicated to target and confront non-compliance. These 
activities include anti-smuggling, audit, assurance checks, debt management, investigations, 
prosecutions and anti-avoidance. There are over 200 staff engaged on these activities in the 
border counties of Donegal, Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan and Louth. Revenue has an enforce-
ment presence at all key strategic locations and enforcement strength at particular locations is 
regularly augmented with additional personnel on a risk-assessment basis, or when particular 
operations are taking place. The Revenue Commissioners assure me that their enforcement re-
sources have been prioritised and are reinforced as necessary for specific operations.

In line with best practice in tax administration worldwide, Revenue regards the develop-
ment of information and intelligence as critical to the detection of evasion and smuggling, in-
cluding cigarette smuggling. Revenue will maintain its approach of seizing illicit cigarettes and 
prosecuting those who do not comply with the legislation in relation to the illegal importation 
of cigarettes.  In this regard, if the Deputy has specific intelligence which would be helpful, I 
am sure the Revenue Commissioners would welcome it.

Government policy on the reduction in civil service numbers overall applies to the Revenue 
Commissioners in common with other Departments and agencies. However, decisions on pri-
orities for enforcement and compliance activities and on the deployment of Revenue resources 
to these activities are a matter for the Revenue Commissioners.  Revenue’s Strategy Statement, 
which is approved by me, and its Tobacco Strategy 2011-2013 set out at a high level the prior-
ity activities in relation to the fiscal threat posed by tobacco smuggling. I am briefed by the 
Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners on Revenue’s priorities, challenges and results.  In 
all the circumstances, I am satisfied that Revenue activity in relation to tobacco smuggling on 
the border with Northern Ireland and at all frontier points is optimised.

24/09/2013WRL00950Tax Collection

24/09/2013WRL01000221. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance the amount outstanding in arrears to 
the Revenue Commissioners across all taxation brackets at 31 March 2012 and 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39776/13]

24/09/2013WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, the Deputy will be aware that 
the debt collection environment continues to be very challenging for Revenue given the ongo-
ing difficult financial environment. In that regard I am assured that Revenue is very conscious 
of the challenges that exist for some businesses in meeting their tax obligations in a timely man-
ner. Its debt collection caseworkers will always seek to work proactively with taxpayers and vi-
able businesses that engage positively to agree mutually satisfactory arrangements to overcome 
temporary cashflow difficulties in preference to deploying enforcement options.   I am informed 
that the total outstanding tax debt at 31 March 2013 amounted to €2,006m, an increase of €20m 
on the total debt outstanding at 31 March 2012 as outlined in the following table.
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However the ‘debt available for collection’ portion of the total debt, which excludes both 
debt under appeal to the Appeal Commissioners and insolvent debt was €1,180m at 31 March 
2013. This figure, which is a more accurate reflection of the debt available to Revenue to man-
age through its debt management programmes was €137m or 10% less than the same period in 
2012.

Of the €1,180m ‘debt available for collection’ figure at 31 March 2013, €476m was under 
active enforcement and a further €124m was the subject of phased payment arrangements.

I am assured by Revenue that, notwithstanding the continuing very difficult environment, 
achieving further reductions in collectible debt is a key strategic objective. I am satisfied that 
the continuing trend in decreasing levels of ‘debt available for collection’ over the last couple 
of years is encouraging and clearly demonstrates the success of Revenue’s current approach to 
debt management.

Analysis of Taxes Outstanding Debt at 31 March 2012 and 2013

Tax Head 2012 2013
* €m €m
VAT 514 434
PAYE 164 166
PRSI 178 159
Income Tax (excl PAYE) 627 647
Corporation Tax 177 241
Capital Gains Tax 297 260
Capital Acquisitions Tax 3 30
Relevant Contracts Tax 26 27
Environmental Levy N/A 41
Air Travel Tax N/A 1
Total 1,986 2,006

Question No. 222 answered with Question No. 190.

24/09/2013WRL01250Maternity Benefit Issues

24/09/2013WRL01300223. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he is willing to exempt wom-
en who do not receive a full salary top-up from maternity benefit tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39823/13]

24/09/2013WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is, as I have stated on many 
occasions in the House, that since the 1st of July 2013, Maternity Benefit is treated as taxable 
income. The underpinning legislation for this measure was contained in the Finance Act 2013, 
which was passed by the Oireachtas and signed in to law on 27 March 2013.  It is a general prin-
ciple of taxation that, as far as possible, income from all sources should be subject to taxation. 
In line with this principle, the majority of social welfare payments are reckonable as income 
for tax purposes. These include long-term payments such as Disablement Benefit, the State 
Pension, Widows, Invalidity and Blind Pensions, Carers Allowance and the One Parent Family 
Payment, as well as short term benefits such as Job Seekers Benefit. Treating these payments as 
income for tax purposes is essentially a matter of equity.  
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I am fully aware that some employers do not pay a top up payment to their employees 
whilst on maternity leave.  However, in such circumstances many mothers will not be subject 
to income tax on their maternity benefit payments as their personal credits will ensure that no 
tax arises on the social welfare income itself. Of course, the extent, if any, to which taxation 
actually arises in a given case, depends on the total level of income that the individual or couple 
concerned has in the relevant tax year or years.  

I would point out that maternity benefit payments will remain exempt from Universal Social 
Charge and PRSI. 

Given the current budgetary constraints, I have no plans to provide an exemption along the 
lines suggested. As you will appreciate, I receive numerous requests for the introduction of new 
tax reliefs and the extension of existing ones, but I must be mindful of the public finances and 
the many demands on the Exchequer.

24/09/2013WRL01450Budget 2014 Issues

24/09/2013WRL01500224. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to equality proof bud-
get 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39829/13]

24/09/2013WRL01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Pro-
gramme for Government does contain a commitment to require all public bodies to take due 
note of equality and human rights in carrying out their functions. Furthermore, the Cabinet 
handbook requires a statement on the likely effects of the decision sought on equality and 
persons experiencing or at risk of poverty or social exclusion to be included in Memoranda to 
Government. Consequently, Government does consider each of these important issues at an 
individual policy or programme level. Furthermore, I would remind the Deputy that the State 
and its bodies take the provisions of equality legislation into account in the development and 
delivery of policies and services.   I would also like to inform the Deputy that, in line with pre-
vious years, a distributional analysis of proposed budget measures is being performed based on 
various income levels for the different categories of income earners. These categories include 
single individuals, married one-earner couples with no children and married one-earner couples 
with children. A distributional analysis which models the impacts on disposable income by 
income decile using SWITCH, the ESRI Tax-Benefit model, is also undertaken in evaluating 
various budgetary options. Illustrative examples will be included in the Budget 2014 document.

24/09/2013WRL01650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

24/09/2013WRL01700225. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dead-
line for applications for resource hours; if a special educational needs organiser has been in con-
tact with the child development team for the diagnosis for a child (details supplied) in County 
Cavan in view of the fact that the deadline for application for resource hours is pending; the 
action that can be taken to ensure the diagnosis report is with the relevant Department in time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39169/13]

24/09/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers 
and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources 
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available to my Department.

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15 March, 2013.   The NCSE has published details of all of 
their allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year. These 
details are now available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made 
for each school on a per county basis.  In order to meet any late demand for resource teaching 
support which may have arisen between 15 March, 2013 and the start of the school year, the 
NCSE requested all schools to submit outstanding applications for resource teaching support to 
the NCSE by 20 September, 2013. Applications for resource teaching support received to this 
point will be considered by the NCSE. All schools have the names and contact details of their 
local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special 
educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.  As the Deputy’s ques-
tion relates to a specific case and with regard to the local interactions which have taken place 
between a SENO and the relevant local child development team, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/09/2013WRL01850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

24/09/2013WRL01900226. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm the 
pupil teacher ratio in primary schools for each of the past ten years; if he will confirm the sav-
ings accruing from each change to the ratio during this period; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39171/13]

24/09/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staffing schedule is the 
mechanism used for allocating mainstream teaching posts to all schools. It operates in a clear 
and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally irrespective of location. It 
currently operates on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils 
with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 schools. The table below sets out the staffing schedule 
for the last ten school years.  As part of the Budget 2012 decisions, there is a phased increase 
in the number of pupils required to gain and retain a classroom teaching post in small primary 
schools. The estimated savings in respect of this measure is of the order of 250 posts over the 
three year period, 2012/13 to 2014/15. The earlier budget measures were based on an estimated 
yield of the order of 300 to 350 posts for each one point adjustment to the staffing schedule.

School Year Staffing Schedule

Year Ratio
2013/2014 28.1
2012/2013 28:1
2011/2012 28:1
2010/2011 28:1
2009/2010 28:1
2008/2009 27:1
2007/2008 27:1
2006/2007 28:1
2005/2006 29:1
2004/2005 29:1

24/09/2013WRL02050Schools Building Projects Status
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24/09/2013WRL02100227. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
the building of a school (details supplied) in County Cork; if he will identify a site for the build; 
when the building will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39174/13]

24/09/2013WRL02200266. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress that 
has been made regarding the acquisition of a site required for the development of a school (de-
tails supplied) included on his Department’s five year school building programme and due to go 
to construction in 2014/15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39803/13]

24/09/2013WRL02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 227 and 266 together.  

I can confirm that the acquisition of a site for a new building for the school referred to by 
the Deputies is being progressed by my Department.  Negotiations with the owners of suitable 
sites are ongoing.  However, due to the commercially sensitive nature of these negotiations, I 
am not in a position to give further details at this time.    However, once the acquisition of a site 
is finalised, a Design Team for the project will be appointed with a view to its progression to 
tender and construction in line with the five year plan.

24/09/2013WRL02350School Funding

24/09/2013WRL02400228. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a fee-charging school (details supplied).  [39182/13]

24/09/2013WRL02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The issues raised in this ques-
tion relate to budgetary matters. The budget for education, including the number of teaching 
posts that we can afford to fund in schools is a matter that I will have to consider with my col-
leagues in Cabinet in the context of the forthcoming budget. The decisions in relation to such 
matters will be announced at budget time.

The Government will endeavour to protect front-line education services as best as possible. 
However, this must be done within the context of bringing our overall public expenditure into 
line with what we can afford as a country. The challenge will be to ensure that the resources that 
can be provided are used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible outcome for pupils.

24/09/2013WRL02550Teaching Council of Ireland

24/09/2013WRL02600229. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans re-
garding the needs of those who cannot afford to register with the Teaching Council of Ireland 
this year due to financial hardship; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39184/13]

24/09/2013WRL02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The charging of a registration 
fee is a standard feature among professional regulatory bodies. To register as a professional 
reflects an individual’s commitment to abide by and uphold certain standards of practice, ethics 
and qualifications.  Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001 to 2012 the Teaching Council may, 
subject to the consent of the Minister for Education and Skills, charge fees for registration as 
a teacher. As with other professional regulators, the Council is funded, in the main, by the fees 
of its members.  The Teaching Council’s fee for renewal of registration was reduced from €90 
to €65 from 1 January 2013. The fee for initial registration remains at €90; I am advised by 
the Teaching Council that this reflects the greater administrative costs associated with initial 
registration, including acting as a conduit for the Garda Vetting process and determining that 
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applicants’ qualifications meet the Council’s standards for entry into the profession. Both fees, 
as the Deputy may be aware, are substantially lower than for many other professions.

The Teaching Council keeps all matters concerning registrants, such as fees, under review.

24/09/2013WRL02750Bullying in Schools

24/09/2013WRL02800230. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding BeatBullying Ireland (details supplied), a new charity set up in response to the bullying 
crisis Ireland has seen over the past year and beyond; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39192/13]

24/09/2013WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has received 
a proposal from BeatBullying (The BB Group) and this is currently being considered.

24/09/2013WRL02950Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

24/09/2013WRL03000231. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the 
list of survivor organisations and support groups whose consensus he acquired, to ratify and 
support the statutory fund which he presented to Dáil Éireann. [39222/13]

24/09/2013WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The legislation establishing 
the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund followed an extensive consultation process under-
taken by my Department, which involved meetings with the religious congregations, groups 
representing survivors of residential institutional child abuse and a number of other interested 
parties. Press advertisements were placed in over 40 local and national newspapers and news-
papers aimed at the Irish community in the United Kingdom inviting views, which could be for-
warded by post, email or by a Freefone Service, which was operated by Barnardos, on behalf of 
my Department. A report on the consultation process is available on my Department’s website.   
I also met with groups representing survivors of residential institutional abuse on 22 July 2011, 
when we discussed the Government’s approach to the proposed Statutory Fund.  As the Deputy 
will recall from the debates on the passage of the legislation, there were a variety of views 
among survivors on the proposed Fund with some advocating a simple per capita distribution 
of the available resources.  However, as I outlined during the passage of the Bill, the purpose of 
the Fund, is not, and never was, a form of additional compensation. That issue has been dealt 
with by the redress board. It is, as advocated in the original motion passed by all parties in this 
House, intended for the support of victims.

24/09/2013WRL03150Bullying in Schools

24/09/2013WRL03200232. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has considered 
the BeatBullying Ireland proposal, submitted to his Department, in relation to seeking pilot 
funding for a comprehensive programme on anti-bullying work in school; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39223/13]

24/09/2013WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has received 
a proposal from BeatBullying (The BB Group) and this is currently being considered.

24/09/2013WRL03350School Staffing
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24/09/2013WRL03400233. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is the case that 
in a school (details supplied) in County Louth children are being taught in classrooms with in 
one case 36 and in another case 37 children; if the school is entitled to employ additional teach-
ing staff to ease the issue of overcrowding in the school; the steps he has taken to address the 
issue of overcrowding at the school; if there are health and safety regulations in respect of the 
number of children who can be taught in the one classroom at any one time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39238/13]

24/09/2013WRL03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. The configuration of classes and the deployment of 
classroom teachers are done at local school level.  The staffing arrangements for schools for the 
current school year, 2013/14 are set out in Department Circular 0013/2013 which is available 
on the website.  My Department publishes annual statistics on class size data for each school. 
The most recent statistics are for the 2012/13 school year. The national average class size is 24.7 
pupils. However, with over 20,800 classes in over 3,100 primary schools throughout the coun-
try there will always be variations in class sizes at individual school level. My Department’s 
guidance to local school management is that such variations should be kept to the minimum.  
In accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989, it is the responsibility of 
individual school management authorities to have a safety statement in place in their schools. 
The Statement should identify potential hazards, assess the risks to health and safety and put 
appropriate provision in place to safeguard the safety and health of employees and pupils. The 
Safety Statement should be reviewed on a regular basis.

24/09/2013WRL03550Third Level Fees

24/09/2013WRL03600234. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount it would 
cost to remove all fees, including registration fees, for third level education. [39314/13]

24/09/2013WRL03700238. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of abolish-
ing fees including registration fees for all third level students normally resident here or here on 
student exchange programmes such as Erasmus. [39346/13]

24/09/2013WRL03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 234 and 238 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under the terms of my Department’s Free Fee Schemes the 
Exchequer meets the cost of tuition fees in respect of eligible students who are pursuing full-
time undergraduate courses of study which are a minimum of two years duration in an approved 
higher education institution. Some 120,000 students qualified under the free fees schemes in 
the 2012/13 academic year.  The Student Contribution, which currently stands at €2,500, is 
payable by students who qualify under the free fees schemes. Students who qualify under my 
Department’s student grant scheme have the contribution paid on their behalf by the Exchequer 
(some 40%).   Conscious of financial pressures on families tax relief provisions have been put 
in place so that second and subsequent siblings do not have to bear the full cost. An additional 
category of “50% Student Contribution” is also available under the student grants scheme to 
assist in meeting the cost. Institutions, at my request, have provisions in place to allow students 
to pay the contribution in two moieties.  The HEA is undertaking a study on the sustainability 
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of the current funding system for higher education. This study was initiated at my request and 
an initial report has been published. This report makes it clear that immediate work is required 
to prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through a sustainable 
funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector while protect-
ing the quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will be advised 
further as this work progresses. The report will help inform decision-making as to the future 
funding of the sector.

School Transport Provision

24/09/2013WRM00200235. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the FGS report 
on school transport will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39329/13]

24/09/2013WRM00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Farrell Grants Sparks, FGS, report entitled “Review of the overhead costs and indirect 
costs for the administration of the school transport scheme” was completed in October 2009.  
In completing its work on this report, FGS entered into a signed confidentiality agreement with 
Bus Éireann having regard to the fact that certain of the information made available to FGS by 
Bus Éireann was deemed to be commercially sensitive.  This issue is at present encompassed 
by an appeal to the Office of the Information Commissioner.

School Transport Provision

24/09/2013WRM00400236. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of mon-
ey that was rebated to his Department at the end of school years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 
and 2012 from the administration charges levied by Bus Éireann at the start of those years. 
[39330/13]

24/09/2013WRM00500237. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will publish 
the Bus Éireann profit and loss accounts for school transport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39331/13]

24/09/2013WRM00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 236 and 237 together.  

As I advised the Deputy on 16th July, Bus Éireann, which operates school transport services 
on behalf of my Department, maintains a separate account for the School Transport Scheme.  
This account is audited each year by independent auditors and accounts in respect of the last 
number of years are available on my Department’s website.  The money rebated for the finan-
cial years referred to is nil, €0.5m, €0.351m, €0.294m, €1.771m and €3.607m.

  Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 234.

Teaching Qualifications

24/09/2013WRM00800239. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the minimum 
qualification necessary and training required by persons taking up positions as special needs as-
sistants in primary schools; and the assistance available to a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork in order to have their relevant qualifications accredited. [39348/13]
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24/09/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): With effect from  01 Septem-
ber 2011 the minimum required standard of education for appointment to the post of Special 
Needs Assistant is a FETAC level 3 major qualification on the National Framework of Quali-
fications, a minimum of three grade Ds in the Junior Certificate, or equivalent.  The person 
referred to by the Deputy should contact the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland who 
is responsible for the development and implementation of the Framework.  Any questions re-
garding the level of learning or recognition of qualifications should be addressed to www.nfq.ie.

Teacher Training Places

24/09/2013WRM01000240. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the difficulties many trainee teachers are undergoing in their attempts to 
gain probationary teaching hours, which are a compulsory part of their training upon comple-
tion of their higher diploma; if this matter could be looked into to enable trainee teachers access 
the mandatory training hours requirement by the Teaching Council.  [39351/13]

24/09/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I acknowledge that the vari-
ous budget measures that have taken place in recent years can limit the employment opportu-
nities for newly qualified teachers. However, there are limits to the number of teaching posts 
that we can afford to fund as a country. A number of measures have been taken to alleviate 
difficulties for new teachers. My Department has directed managerial authorities of schools to 
recruit unemployed teachers ahead of retired ones, in an effort to ease the difficulties for those 
who cannot find work in the profession. In addition, the JobBridge National Internship Scheme 
can provide newly qualified teachers with opportunities to gain experience and to undertake the 
necessary teaching duties to complete the process of probation. The Teaching Council is the 
body with statutory responsibility for the procedures and criteria for the probation of teachers 
including periods of probation. In recent years, the minimum service requirement for probation 
purposes has been decreased from 170 days to 100 days. A newly qualified teacher who may not 
be able to complete the probationary requirements within the period specified by the Teaching 
Council may apply to the Council for an extension to the period allowed.

24/09/2013WRM01150Teachers Panel Rights

24/09/2013WRM01200241. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry has met the financial requirements to be included in the supple-
mentary teaching panel in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39368/13]

24/09/2013WRM01300263. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider extending panel rights to persons in the education sector who have completed JobBridge 
internships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39779/13]

24/09/2013WRM01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 241 and 263 together.  

The core function of the redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of 
all surplus permanent teachers to other schools that have vacancies.  Thereafter, schools are 
required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels 
comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.  Arrangements 
for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers for the 2014/15 
school year are currently being reviewed with the relevant education partners, and my Depart-
ment will publish the finalised arrangements in due course.



Questions - Written Answers

224

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

24/09/2013WRM01500242. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the qualifying criteria for the top-up grant for students (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39399/13]

24/09/2013WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The qualifying criteria for 
the special rate of maintenance grant in the 2013/14 academic year as specified under the 2013 
student grant scheme is as follows: 

1. Student must qualify for the standard rate of grant.

2. Total reckonable income net of income disregards and Child Dependant Increase must 
not exceed €22,703.

3. As at 31st December, 2012, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible long-
term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.

Jobseekers Allowance is considered to be a short-term payment unless it is held for 391 
consecutive days at the 31st December 2012.  Periods of Jobseekers Allowance, Jobseekers 
Benefit, Illness Benefit and Maternity Benefit may be combined for the purposes of meeting 
the 391 days, provided that a period of Jobseekers Allowance or Benefit comes directly before 
or directly after the period of Illness or Maternity Benefit.  Whilst a student may not be eligible 
for the special rate of maintenance grant in his/her first year of study he/she may apply for the 
special rate in subsequent years of their study.  It is not proposed to depart from the existing 
arrangements for the determination of the eligibility for the special rate of maintenance grant.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRM01700243. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a Student 
Universal Support Ireland application ( details supplied) was refused on the basis of insufficient 
documentary evidence for an independent student, despite the fact that the applicant submitted 
a bank statement and correspondence from a Government Department for the relevant period, 
which is clearly within the regulations of the scheme. [39402/13]

24/09/2013WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, an email was received from the applicant on 30th August 2013 requesting 
that his application be cancelled.  SUSI issued a letter to the student on 19th September 2013 
confirming cancellation of the application.  

Student Grant Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRM01900244. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a top-up student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39409/13]

24/09/2013WRM02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 3rd September 2013.   In order to 
be eligible for the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant the reckonable income must include an 
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eligible payment as listed in Schedule 2 of the Student Grant Scheme.  SUSI have confirmed 
that no eligible payment was included on the student’s application.   If an individual applicant 
considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded 
is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual ap-
plicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI 
has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position 
may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal 
form is available to download from www.studentfinance.ie.  

Special Educational Needs Expenditure

24/09/2013WRM02100245. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the po-
sition regarding an application for special needs support to the National Council for Special 
Education in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39449/13]

24/09/2013WRM02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers and Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s established 
criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to 
my Department.   All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA 
support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013.   The NCSE published details of all 
of their allocations for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2013/2014 school year. These 
details are now available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie, and detail the allocations made 
for each school on a per county basis.  In order to meet any late demand for resource teaching 
support which may have arisen between 15th March, 2013 and the start of the school year, the 
NCSE requested all schools to submit outstanding applications for resource teaching and SNA 
support to the NCSE by 20th September, 2013.    In relation to SNA support, schools should 
contact the NCSE if they have enrolled children who were not considered at the time that the 
SNA allocations were made to schools, or where they are seeking a revision to the quantum of 
SNA support which has been allocated to them for the coming school year. In general, a revi-
sion to SNA allocations will only be made in circumstances where schools have enrolled new 
pupils, or where schools can demonstrate that they do not have sufficient SNA posts to cater for 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children in their school. All schools have the names and 
contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to dis-
cuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Third Level Fees

24/09/2013WRM02300246. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ac-
tions he will take to address the problem of returning Irish emigrants having to pay non-EU fees 
at third level; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39465/13]

24/09/2013WRM02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of my De-
partment’s Free Fee Schemes the Exchequer meets the cost of tuition fees in respect of eligible 
students who are pursuing full-time undergraduate courses of study which are a minimum of 
two years duration in an approved higher education institution. The main conditions of the 
scheme are that students must be first-time undergraduates, hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss na-
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tionality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for 
at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third level course.   I have 
requested, as part of the recent announcement in relation to changes to third level fees to ben-
efit migrant students, that  the Higher Education Authority establish and report on the practices 
currently operated by individual institutions in charging different rates of fees so as to ensure 
that all prospective students have clarity about the level of tuition fees they may be required 
to pay. However, third level institutions are autonomous institutions and the level of fee pay-
able by students who do not meet the requirements of the free fees schemes is a matter for the 
relevant institution.  Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition 
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses. Further information on this tax relief is available from 
the Revenue Commissioners.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

24/09/2013WRM02500247. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the outreach class in a school (details supplied) in County Leitrim; if he is satisfied 
that the building is suitable for the educational needs of the five pupils enrolled in this class; if 
he is satisfied that the other classes, management, including the principal and board of manage-
ment are based in Sligo some 45 miles away; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39477/13]

24/09/2013WRM02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from pri-
mary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports. This includes the estab-
lishment of special classes in various geographical areas as required and the discontinuation 
of such classes where the need no longer exists. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
criteria in allocating such supports.

The NCSE, in conjunction with my Department, will liaise with the Patron body for the 
outreach class referred to by the Deputy, with regard to future management arrangements for 
this class.  I also can confirm that the property occupied by the school is owned by Mayo, Sligo 
and Leitrim Education and Training Board, who are responsible for its upkeep, maintenance 
and insurance arrangements.

School Accommodation

24/09/2013WRM02700248. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the ownership and insurance of a school (details supplied) in County Leitrim which 
currently accommodates the outreach class; the persons or organisation responsible for the 
upkeep and maintenance of the said building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39478/13]

24/09/2013WRM02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to confirm to the Dep-
uty that the property occupied by the school to which he refers is owned by Mayo, Sligo and 
Leitrim Education and Training Board, who are responsible for its upkeep, maintenance and 
insurance arrangements.  
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School Textbooks

24/09/2013WRM02900249. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare has an entitlement to a book grant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39500/13]

24/09/2013WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department issues per 
capita grants to all primary and non-fee charging post primary schools to assist them in provid-
ing textbooks to pupils.  The school referred to by the Deputy received a book grant of €1,749 
in May 2013.  The Department has no role at individual school level in the allocation of school 
book grants.  The current arrangements for the distribution of the school book grant relies on the 
local knowledge of the school and in particular its Principal in order to ensure a fair allocation 
of funds to those pupils most in need.

Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

24/09/2013WRM03100250. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision will 
be made on the home tuition grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39506/13]

24/09/2013WRM03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that home tuition has been approved for the children in question. Their parents have 
been notified accordingly in a letter dated 6th September 2013.

FÁS Training Programmes Provision

24/09/2013WRM03300251. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) is not in receipt of full payment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39553/13]

24/09/2013WRM03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The FÁS training allowance paid to those in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance is gener-
ally aligned to the amount of the persons Jobseekers Allowance payment as determined by the 
Department of Social Protection which is subject to means testing. The FÁS training allowance 
is paid to participants in lieu of Jobseekers Allowance for the duration of the training course.  

The majority of Jobseeker’s Allowance recipients under 25 years of age are entitled to a re-
duced jobseeker’s rate of either €100 or €144 per week.   As part of Budget 2013, it was decided 
to provide an incentive to those persons under 25 in receipt of the reduced rate of Jobseekers Al-
lowance by increasing their weekly FÁS training allowance to €160. Increasing the maximum 
weekly rate that under 25s can receive when they engage in education and training encourages 
participation rates among this cohort which is a particular concern at EU and local level.

Teacher Recruitment

24/09/2013WRM03500252. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school in a 
Gaeltacht area (details supplied) will be allowed to hire a teacher that is proficient in the Irish 
language pursuant to section 6 of the Education Act 1998, as it is currently debarred from doing 
so as applicants on the supplementary panel are not proficient enough in the Irish language; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39635/13]

24/09/2013WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teacher qualifications, in-
cluding those relating to Irish, are designed to equip teachers to teach in all publicly funded 
schools.  The detailed staffing and redeployment arrangements for all primary schools are set 
out in the Department’s staffing circular 0013/2013 and associated FAQ documentation which 
is available on the Department’s website. Flexible redeployment arrangements are required in 
order to ensure all surplus permanent teachers are redeployed to vacancies.  The core function 
of the redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent 
teachers to other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teach-
ers is key to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher 
numbers.  Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent va-
cancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and 
part-time teachers.

24/09/2013WRN00150Student Grant Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRN00200253. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
in tabular form the numbers of Student Universal Support Ireland grant appeals where a final 
decision was made on each day in April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39641/13]

24/09/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that in April 2013, in 21 pro-
cessing days, a total of 720 final decisions were made on grant appeals, an average of 34 deci-
sions a day.

24/09/2013WRN00350Schools Building Projects Status

24/09/2013WRN00400254. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the long-term accommodation needs of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 22; the position 
regarding plans to provide a permanent building for the school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39642/13]

24/09/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the school in question is currently based in temporary accommodation which my Department 
provided in 2009.  My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has ac-
cess to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increas-
ing pupil numbers. To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major school projects to meet 
significant demographic demands nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in 
schools in the coming years. The 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced in March 2012 is 
focused on meeting this demand. Given the need to meet this demographic growth within the 
limited funding available, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a building project for 
the school will be progressed.   Pending the provision of improved accommodation, it is open to 
the school authorities to submit an application for additional temporary accommodation should 
the current accommodation be insufficient to cater for any increasing enrolments. An applica-
tion form is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

24/09/2013WRN00550School Management
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24/09/2013WRN00600255. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding national schools where parents are informed that payments are compulsory, that is, a 
€40 compulsory payment for arts and crafts, insurance and licence for reading books on com-
puters; if payments can be compulsory or are they voluntary for parents of children attending 
national schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39663/13]

24/09/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The charging of fees by a 
school is permissible only in the case of recognised fee-charging second level schools.  All 
other recognised schools are precluded from charging school fees. Voluntary contributions by 
parents of pupils in such recognised schools are permissible provided it is made absolutely clear 
to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay and that, in making a contribution, 
they are doing so of their own volition.   The manner in which such voluntary contributions 
are sought and collected is a matter for school management, however their collection should 
be such as not to create a situation where either parents or pupils could reasonably infer that 
the contributions take on a compulsory character.   In relation to payments sought for materials 
provided by the school, a school may seek payment to cover the cost of such learning materi-
als where the amount sought by the school is consistent with the costs involved and the level 
of materials provided. It is also permissible for a school to seek payments in respect of extra-
curricular activities provided such activities are not obligatory and individual pupils can choose 
whether or not to participate. No charge may be made, however, in respect of instruction in 
any subject of the school curriculum or for recreation or other activities where all pupils are 
expected to take part.

24/09/2013WRN00750Pupil-Teacher Ratio

24/09/2013WRN00800256. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding education cuts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39672/13]

24/09/2013WRN00900267. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding pupil-teacher ratios in classes at a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39804/13]

24/09/2013WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 256 and 267 together.

The context for any discussion about class sizes is that my Department, like all other Gov-
ernment Departments, is operating within a budgetary programme that is designed to return the 
Government finances to a sustainable basis.   My focus is on ensuring we have school places 
and teachers for all the additional pupils entering our schools each year. There is no scope to 
give any consideration to the provision of additional teachers in order to reduce class sizes.   
Classroom teachers are currently allocated under the published Staffing Schedule on the basis 
of a general average of 1 teacher for every 28 pupils with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 
schools. The configuration of classes and the deployment of classroom teachers are done at lo-
cal school level. My Department’s guidance to schools is that variations in class sizes should 
be kept to the minimum. 

24/09/2013WRN01150Student Grant Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRN01300257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options 
available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who did not receive a higher educa-
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tion grant last year and who is now commencing a level 8 qualification; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39677/13]

24/09/2013WRN01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all the details that would be contained in an individual application it would 
not be possible to say whether a student would be eligible for funding under the Student Grant 
Scheme.   In order to be assessed under the Student Grant Scheme the student referred to by the 
Deputy should complete an online application form and submit to SUSI, who are still accepting 
late applications.   In order to be eligible for a grant a student must meet certain criteria under 
nationality, residency, progression and means as set out in the Student Grant Scheme 2013.  

24/09/2013WRN01450Student Support Schemes Issues

24/09/2013WRN01500258. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
introducing a State funded third level student loan system where students can borrow money for 
their education and repay the State from future earnings. [39689/13]

24/09/2013WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of introducing 
fees allied to an income contingent loan scheme has been identified previously, including in the 
Hunt report, as a means of addressing future funding issues in the sector while retaining free 
access at the point of entry. A technical report on options for the development of such a scheme 
was developed by my Department in 2009 and is published on my Department’s website.   As 
the Deputy is aware the Higher Education Authority (HEA) is undertaking a study on the sus-
tainability of the current funding system for higher education. This study was initiated at my 
request and an initial report has been published. This report makes it clear that immediate work 
is required to prepare for a longer term approach to a system that can be maintained through 
a sustainable funding base which will be able to address the continual expansion of the sector 
while protecting quality of education. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and I will be 
advised further as this work progresses. The report will help inform the decision-making as to 
the future funding of the sector.

24/09/2013WRN01650Student Grants Statistics

24/09/2013WRN01700259. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of stu-
dents that entered third level colleges in 2012; the number that applied for college grants; the 
number that were successful in part or in full; the number of applications that were received 
from PAYE families, self employed families and unemployed families; and the number of stu-
dents that declined course offers because their grant application was refused. [39690/13]

24/09/2013WRN01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Provisional figures provided 
by the Higher Education Authority to my Department indicate that some 42,000 students en-
tered higher education institutes for the first time in the 2012/13 academic year.    I understand 
from Student Universal Support Ireland that, as at 15th September 2012, some 69,705 new ap-
plications had been received for the 2012/13 academic year. In addition, information received 
from local authorities and VECs in the January Survey indicated that, at the end of January 
2013, some 42,714 renewal applications had been received for the 2012/13 academic year.   
My Department is currently analysing the data received in the 2012/13 annual statistical return 
from grant awarding authorities and the final number of awards will be available in the coming 
weeks.   I regret that the information related to socio-economic category and applicants who 
declined offers as a result of ineligibility for a student grant is not collated by the student grant 
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awarding authorities in the format requested by the Deputy. However, the Deputy may be aware 
that affordability is just one of the factors that impact on students’ continued participation in 
higher education. There are a range of wider factors that also impact on participation, includ-
ing social and cultural issues, prior academic attainment and teacher and parental expectations.

24/09/2013WRN01850School Transport Provision

24/09/2013WRN01900260. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
introducing an easy payment system of monthly payments or four payments per school year for 
school transport fees. [39692/13]

24/09/2013WRN02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The annual charges for children who avail of school transport services are as follows:-  Primary 
children: €100 Post primary children: €350.  The maximum family contribution for families 
with primary children only is €220 and the overall family maximum is €650 per annum. The 
appropriate charges may be paid in two instalments in July and December.  Children who are 
eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from 
paying these charges.  Given the level of administration involved in the process which affects 
the efficiency and cost effectiveness of the scheme, it is not proposed to introduce more fre-
quent payment methods.

24/09/2013WRN02050Special Educational Needs Staff Remuneration

24/09/2013WRN02100261. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of special 
needs assistants who have recently lost their jobs that have opted to take a redundancy payment 
and the number that have opted to join the panel established by his Department. [39721/13]

24/09/2013WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of Depart-
mental Circular 37/2013 ( http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/
cl0037_2013.pdf ), with effect from 1 May 2013 once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s 
service (Service in a substitute capacity i.e. covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career 
breaks etc. does not count) is notified by his/her employer that he/she is to be made redundant 
then he/she shall be deemed to be a member of a Supplementary Assignment Panel for SNAs.  
Paragraph 39 of the circular provides an option for SNAs to opt out of the SNA Supplementary 
Assignment Panel, thereby triggering the processing of their redundancy payment.  As of 20th 
September 2013, 35 SNAs have submitted forms opting out of the SNA Supplementary Assign-
ment Panel arrangements for the 2013/14 school year.  Accordingly, redundancy payments will 
now be processed for these 35 SNAs.

24/09/2013WRN02250Third Level Fees

24/09/2013WRN02300262. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on the practice of refusing a refund of fees paid from students who drop out of third level 
courses (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39727/13]

24/09/2013WRN02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The college referred to by the Deputy is a private college which is not funded by my Depart-
ment. Private colleges are autonomous bodies and the criteria governing their refund of fees is 
a matter for their institution and accordingly I have no role in relation to the matter.
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  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 241.

24/09/2013WRN02650Teacher Statistics

24/09/2013WRN02700264. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details in tabular form by county, of the number of recently qualified primary teachers 
that have registered with his Department’s inspectorate to have their probation completed; the 
number of those who applied to commence the probation during 2010 and 2011 who have yet 
to complete same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39780/13]

24/09/2013WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Newly Qualified Teachers 
apply for inspection visits for the purpose of verifying professional competence in order to gain 
full registration with the Teaching Council. Primary teachers are required to complete a mini-
mum of 50 days in one school setting, either mainstream or special education (restricted), to be 
eligible for these inspection visits.  Following completion of the inspection visits, inspectors 
judge that the teacher has a) demonstrated satisfactory professional competence in a mainstream 
setting; b) demonstrated satisfactory professional competence in a restricted (special education) 
setting; c) requires extended time to demonstrate satisfactory professional competence; or d) 
not demonstrated professional competence. The following table indicates the data for each year 
from 2011 to 2013.

Probationary Data by County - Academic Year 2010/2011

- Evaluation Outcomes
County Total no. 

of NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Probation

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Probation

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Proba-
tion

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
restricted 
setting

C-Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-not 
demon-
strated

Carlow 38 10 28 27 1
Cavan 41 6 35 30 2 3
Clare 51 17 34 30 4
Cork  261 26 235 204 28 3
Donegal 70 14 56 48 6 2
Dublin 615 43 572 509 45 15 3
Galway 128 14 114 102 12
Kerry 59 8 51 44 7
Kildare 135 19 116 102 5 9
Kilkenny 36 9 27 20 5 2
Laois 41 5 36 29 2 5
Leitrim 18 4 14 13 1
Limerick 75 21 54 47 6 1
Longford 30 2 28 25 3
Louth 83 8 75 69 6
Mayo 48 5 43 38 1 3 1
Meath 109 9 100 88 5 6 1
Monaghan 34 8 26 23 3
Offaly 51 3 48 42 3 3
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- Evaluation Outcomes
County Total no. 

of NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Probation

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Probation

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Proba-
tion

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
restricted 
setting

C-Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-not 
demon-
strated

Roscom-
mon

42 7 35 30 5

Sligo 20 8 12 12
Tipperary 74 10 64 59 3 1 1
Waterford 67 3 64 57 5 2
West-
meath

53 7 46 42 4

Wexford 67 9 58 52 4 2
Wicklow 71 7 64 54 7 3
Grand 
Total                               

2317 282 2035 1796 171 62 6

Probationary Data by County - Academic Year 2011/2012

  - Evaluation Outcomes
County Total 

no. of 
NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Pro-
bation

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-re-
stricted 
setting

C-
Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
not dem-
onstrated

No. 
NQTs 
who 
Com-
pleted 
Proba-
tion  
under 
Job-
Bridge 

Carlow 35 6 29 28 1
Cavan 52 6 46 42 4
Clare 44 13 31 28 3
Cork 325 45 280 242 35 2 1 2
Donegal 68 17 51 48 2 1 2
Dublin 671 102 569 513 47 7 2 1
Galway 120 30 90 79 8 3 1
Kerry 61 19 42 41 1 5
Kildare 142 22 120 108 4 7 1
Kilkenny 44 8 36 28 6 2
Laois 41 4 37 35 2
Leitrim 17 5 12 10 1 1
Limerick 112 23 89 77 12
Longford 16 3 13 13
Louth 78 12 66 59 5 2
Mayo 62 23 39 32 4 3 1
Meath 85 14 71 66 5
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  - Evaluation Outcomes
County Total 

no. of 
NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Pro-
bation

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-re-
stricted 
setting

C-
Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
not dem-
onstrated

No. 
NQTs 
who 
Com-
pleted 
Proba-
tion  
under 
Job-
Bridge 

Monaghan 30 6 24 24
Offaly 58 11 47 40 6 1
Roscom-
mon

24 7 17 15 1 1

Sligo 20 2 18 16 1 1
Tipperary 81 13 68 65 1 2 1
Waterford 50 10 40 38 2
Westmeath 53 12 41 39 1 1 1
Wexford 79 21 58 49 7 2 1
Wicklow 80 13 67 57 7 3 1
Grand 
Total                          

2448 447 2001 1792 163 41 5 16

Probationary Data by County - Academic Year 2012/2013

- Evaluation Outcomes
County Total 

no. of 
NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Proba-
t1on

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Pro-
bation

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-re-
stricted 
setting

C-
Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-not 
demon-
strated

No. 
NQTs 
who 
Com-
pleted 
Proba-
tion  
under 
Job-
Bridge 

Carlow 31 7 24 17 6 1
Cavan 32 2 30 28 1 1
Clare 55 13 42 37 4 1
Cork 277 42 235 197 33 4 1 2
Donegal 64 12 52 46 5 1 3
Dublin 643 80 563 490 57 15 1 1
Galway 115 21 94 79 11 4 1
Kerry 66 9 57 50 5 2 6
Kildare 126 18 108 99 5 3 1
Kilkenny 32 8 24 20 4
Laois 38 6 32 31 1
Leitrim 13 1 12 10 2
Limerick 85 14 71 64 6 1
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- Evaluation Outcomes
County Total 

no. of 
NQT’s 
that Ap-
plied for 
Proba-
t1on

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Not Eli-
gible for 
Proba-
tion

Total no. 
NQT’s 
Eligible 
for Pro-
bation

A-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-
main-
stream

B-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-re-
stricted 
setting

C-
Further 
period 
required

D-Satis-
factory 
compe-
tence-not 
demon-
strated

No. 
NQTs 
who 
Com-
pleted 
Proba-
tion  
under 
Job-
Bridge 

Longford 17 4 13 10 3
Louth 74 5 69 64 4 1
Mayo 59 13 46 39 3 4 1
Meath 114 11 103 89 7 6 1
Monaghan 23 5 18 17 1
Offaly 58 5 53 48 2 3
Roscom-
mon

26 1 25 21 2 2

Sligo 19 2 17 14 2 1
Tipperary 76 21 55 51 4
Waterford 42 4 38 36 2
West-
meath

55 5 50 43 5 2 1

Wexford 93 14 79 74 4 1 1
Wicklow 80 9 71 60 7 4 1
Grand 
Total                                

2313 332 1981 1734 185 58 4 17

 

Site Acquisitions

24/09/2013WRN02900265. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills when his De-
partment will conclude the acquisition of a site for a new post-primary school at a location 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; if the process will be expedited; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39800/13]

24/09/2013WRN03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that a project to deliver a new school building for the school to which he has referred is included 
in the 5 year Building Programme which I announced in 2012.  My officials have been work-
ing closely with officials from Kildare County Council in relation to acquiring a suitable site 
for the proposed new school building.  Agreement in principle, subject to contract, has been 
reached in relation to a suitable site and work is continuing to acquire the site.  However, given 
the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions, I am not in a position to comment further on 
the proposed acquisition at this time.

  Question No. 266 answered with Question No. 227.

  Question No. 267 answered with Question No. 256.
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24/09/2013WRN03250Teacher Training Provision

24/09/2013WRN03300268. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is sufficient 
regulation of the numbers entering teaching colleges for both primary and second level sectors 
here; if he will provide a breakdown in tabular form of the cost to the Exchequer of Ireland’s 
teaching colleges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39819/13]

24/09/2013WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The level of student intake to 
the 5 state-funded primary Colleges of Education is determined annually by my Department.  
The level of intake to these Colleges has decreased in recent years in light of available resources 
and factors impacting on demand.  The funding provided to primary providers is set out in the 
attached tables.  The figures shown for the HEA funded Colleges include amounts provided for 
courses other than ITE.   There are 15 providers of post-primary initial teacher education cours-
es; the majority of these are state-funded institutes of technology/universities funded by the 
HEA.  It is not possible to easily extract the funding for the initial teacher education elements 
provided by these higher education institutes from their overall funding allocations. Neither my 
Department, nor any other State body, currently has a role in regulating the number of students 
enrolled in institutions providing privately-run courses. In relation to the numbers entering 
teacher education programmes, my Department is keen to ensure that forecasting mechanisms 
are developed to ensure an adequate supply of teachers with the required qualifications. Howev-
er, even with the best possible systems in place, securing equilibrium between demand and sup-
ply is not an exact science, and is subject to quite a number of variables. Recent developments, 
such as the EU rules on mutual recognition of qualifications and increased numbers qualifying 
from privately-run courses, have also meant that supply is more difficult to control and predict. 
I have asked the Teaching Council to advise on this issue. My Department will work with the 
Council and other relevant stakeholders, as required, towards developing such mechanisms.

- 2012 Funding
Department of Education & Skills Direct 
ITE funding
Marino Institute of Education 4,476,109
Church of Ireland College of Education 2,134,367
Froebel College 2,667,110
HEA Total Recurrent Grant & Fees
Mary Immaculate College 17,495,695
St Patrick’s College Drumcondra 14,242,764
 

Pupil-Teacher Ratio

24/09/2013WRN03500269. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the impact of the new 19:1 student-teacher ratio for further education in a college 
(details supplied) in Dublin 10; his views on the impact to the college regarding the proposed 
deployment of 18 teachers; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the new ratio may 
equate to the loss of 10 teaching posts, but it may actually remove 20% of the teaching staff, 
because most are not on full-time hours; if he will provide an analysis of the impact of these 
changes on the college; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39825/13]

24/09/2013WRN03600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The college referred to by the Deputy is an approved Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) centre 
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which is managed and funded by City of Dublin Education and Training Board (CDETB) from 
funding provided by my Department.   Budget 2013 provided for the regression in the pupil 
teacher ratio for PLC courses from 17:1 to 19:1. Some alleviation of the reduction in teach-
ing posts was allowed as a transitional measure following a review of all impact statements 
received from ETBs including CDETB. CDETB sought to retain a total of 13.33 posts in order 
to minimise the impact of the reduction on learners and on the provision of courses. The ETB 
has been allowed retain 10 whole time equivalent teaching posts for the 2013/2014 academic 
year.   Any issues the college has relating to its teacher allocation should be addressed to the 
Chief Executive Officer of CDETB.  

Pupil-Teacher Ratio

24/09/2013WRN03700270. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for any 
changes to the pupil-teacher ratio at primary, secondary and further education levels in budget 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39826/13]

24/09/2013WRN03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The budget for education, 
including the number of teaching posts that we can afford to fund in schools is a matter that I 
will have to consider with my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of the forthcoming budget. 
The decisions in relation to such matters will be announced at budget time. The Government 
will endeavour to protect frontline education services as best as possible. However, this must be 
done within the context of bringing our overall public expenditure into line with what we can 
afford as a country. The challenge will be to ensure that the resources that can be provided are 
used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible outcome for pupils.

24/09/2013WRO00150Information and Communications Technology Issues

24/09/2013WRO00200271. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he is preparing the Department to adapt to and make maximum usage of next generation 
technologies; if he intends to conduct a risk analysis in respect of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39123/13]

24/09/2013WRO00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment provides information and communications technologies (ICT) on a shared services basis 
to my Department and to the Department of Finance.

We continue to update the use of technology in accordance with an agreed plan for both De-
partments and development of new ICT strategies for my Department and for the Department 
of Finance have been initiated. Suitable risk assessments will be undertaken as part of these 
strategies.

The recently appointed Government CIO is providing advice and information in relation to 
the development of information systems for my Department and for the Department of Finance.

24/09/2013WRO00350Office of Public Works Projects

24/09/2013WRO00400272. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the statutory powers under which the Office of Public Works directed to provide design and 
planning services to the board of a museum (details supplied) in Dublin 8; if this decision was 
publicly announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39156/13]



Questions - Written Answers

238

24/09/2013WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioner of Public Works (Functions and Powers) Act, 1996 and The State 
Authorities (Management and Development) Act 1993 provide the necessary legislative author-
ity for the Commissioners of Public Works to discharge their responsibilities.

No public announcement was made on this matter.

24/09/2013WRO00550OECD Reports

24/09/2013WRO00600273. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to implement the recommendation in the OECD economic report to institute practices that 
are compulsory or routine in many other OECD countries, including online official information 
requests, automatic publication of administrative datasets and audit documents, and the decla-
ration of liabilities in addition to assets by senior members of all Government branches; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39333/13]

24/09/2013WRO00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The OECD 
Economic Survey Ireland has just been published.  I have asked my officials to examine the 
recommendations relevant to my areas of responsibility to determine their merit and feasibility 
for implementation.

As regards a declaration of liabilities and assets by public officials in the context of ethical 
requirements, this is one of the recommendations in the Final Report of the Mahon Tribunal 
published in March 2012.  As the Deputy is aware, my officials are undertaking a comprehen-
sive review of the legislative framework for ethics with a view to developing an overarching 
legislative framework grounded on a clear and comprehensive set of principles. The recommen-
dations made in the Final Report of the Mahon Tribunal are being considered in that context.

24/09/2013WRO00750Flood Prevention Measures

24/09/2013WRO00800274. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in view of significant flooding in the constituency of Dublin Central and in view of the sugges-
tions made from the pilot Dublin flood forum to prevent such flooding, if he will allocate fund-
ing to enable persons whose homes are prone to flooding to avail of a grant for greater home 
protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39433/13]

24/09/2013WRO00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I am aware of the very good work being done by the Dublin City Council pilot Flood 
Forums. I believe that this type of community engagement is an effective approach to dealing 
with the risk of flooding particularly where the risk is primarily related to pluvial or rainfall 
events and surface water problems due to inadequate drainage as is the case in certain parts of 
Dublin city.  In these situations capital investment by the local authority to improve the drainage 
infrastructure often does not provide an economically viable solution and an effective approach 
is for affected communities to increase their resilience to flood risk through greater awareness 
and preparedness.  Individual property protection measures can have a role to play in this ap-
proach.

The Office of Public Works is provided with an allocation by the Government to fund major 
and minor flood relief capital works.  These works involve the construction of flood defences 
such as walls, embankments and other mitigating measures along flood prone rivers to offer pro-
tection to properties at risk from fluvial or river flooding. The OPW capital works programme 
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does not deal with flooding caused by surface water drainage problems which is a matter for 
the Local Authorities in the first instance. Nor is the programme involved in the installation of 
flood protection measures at individual property level and there is no funding provision for such 
within the Vote of the OPW.

24/09/2013WRO00950Flood Prevention Measures

24/09/2013WRO01000275. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
any effort has been made to assist homeowners in Clonmel, County Tipperary, who have been 
unable to access house insurance due to a history of flooding, to obtain house insurance now 
in view of the fact flood relief works have been completed and are operating successfully in 
Clonmel; if he has had any communication with insurance providers regarding same; if some 
assistance will be offered to those families trying to obtain house insurance; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39619/13]

24/09/2013WRO01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): A Working Group comprising of representatives of the insurance industry and the Of-
fice of Public Works was established earlier this year to oversee the exchange of information 
regarding completed OPW flood relief schemes which the insurance industry can take into ac-
count in assessing flood risk cover in locations where such works have been carried out.

Agreement on the technical format of that information has been reached and OPW has 
supplied a suite of information to the representative body of the insurance industry, Insurance 
Ireland.  This included details on the design standard and extent of benefiting properties and 
lands in Clonmel.  The insurance companies are in the process of integrating this information 
into their data systems to enable them to incorporate it into their assessment procedures.

The provision of house insurance and the nature and cost of the cover provided remains a 
commercial matter between each householder and the companies operating in the insurance 
market in Ireland.

24/09/2013WRO01150Capital Programme Expenditure

24/09/2013WRO01200276. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform what capi-
tal works the Office of Public Works has planned for St. Enda’s Park in Rathfarnham, Dublin 
14 for the coming years; and if there a plan to re-instate the erosion protection along the river 
and dredge the pond.  [39720/13]

24/09/2013WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): It is planned to undertake important works at St. Enda’s Park, Rathfarnham, including 
works to the river banks, weir and pond, in the coming years.  Advancing individual projects 
will depend on prioritisation and the availability of exchequer funding.

24/09/2013WRO01350Departmental Expenditure

24/09/2013WRO01400277. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will outline the carry forward in respect of the budget 2014 adjustment from public expenditure 
measures undertaken in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39178/13]

24/09/2013WRO01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The expendi-



Questions - Written Answers

240

ture measures announced on 5 December 2012 in the Expenditure Report 2013 were designed 
to yield a further €0.1 billion from 2014 onwards over and above the continuation of their 2013 
impact.  The impact in 2014 and subsequent years of these measures was built into the future 
gross expenditure ceilings set for Departments and also reflected in the estimates at the time of 
the level of further savings measures required for 2014 so as to adhere to the 2014 expenditure 
ceilings.  Details of their ceilings and savings effort requirements are set out in the Report.

The Government will be publishing its Budget and Estimates on 15 October and this will 
set out the Estimates and measures as decided by Government for 2014 and the expenditure 
ceilings for the period to 2016.

24/09/2013WRO01550Public Procurement Regulations

24/09/2013WRO01600278. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
circumstances under which a derogation can be given to a public body to enable it to specify in 
a contract it is awarding that preferential treatment will be given to persons local to the project 
for employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39189/13]

24/09/2013WRO01700279. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
a derogation can be given to the promoters of a project (details supplied) in County Mayo in 
order that contracts may specify that preferential treatment for employment be given to local 
persons due to high instances of unemployment and disadvantage in the area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39190/13]

24/09/2013WRO01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 278 and 279 together.

Under EU law, public contracts above a certain values must be advertised EU-wide and 
awarded to the most competitive tender in an open and objective process. The aim is to promote 
an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers value 
for money. It would be a breach of the rules for a public body to favour or discriminate against 
particular candidates on grounds of location or nationality and there are legal remedies which 
may be used against any public body infringing these rules. Therefore it is not possible to give 
the derogation proposed by the Deputy.

However, I understand that the European Commission issued guidance in 2010 that identi-
fied a range of social considerations that could be relevant for procurement including promot-
ing employment opportunities for young unemployed or long-term unemployed and promoting 
compliance with core labour standards. This guidance stressed that when incorporating social 
considerations into the procurement process one of the key challenges is ensuring compliance 
with the EU Treaty Principles and the Procurement Directives. The EU procurement directives 
primarily envisage that social considerations may be included as contract performance condi-
tions, provided they are not discriminatory and are included in the contract notice or in the 
contract documents and relate to the performance of the contract. For example, the EU Direc-
tives state that contract performance conditions may be intended to favour on-site vocational 
training, the employment of people experiencing particular difficulty in achieving integration, 
the fight against unemployment or the protection of the environment.

Therefore the use of social clauses in public procurement is limited to instances where they 
are targeted at factoring into the procurement process consideration of social issues such as 
employment opportunities, equal opportunities and social inclusion.  In order to be compatible 
with EU law, they must be made known to all interested parties and must not restrict participa-
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tion by contractors from other Member States.

Challenges arise from the need to ensure that: value for money is not adversely affected; ad-
ditional costs are not placed on domestic suppliers relative to other potential suppliers; and the 
targeted benefit is capable of being measured and monitored during execution of the contract.

The inclusion of social clauses in the procurement process would appear to be most suited 
to situations where the social benefit could be considered a core requirement and can be di-
rectly linked to the contracting authority’s policy or strategic plan. Experience in other Member 
States, would also indicate that social clauses will tend to be used for services and works con-
tracts rather than supply contracts.  A further consideration is the ability of contracting authori-
ties to effectively monitor compliance with the social clause; this may be more difficult where 
some of the work is to be performed in another Member State.

Social Clauses are currently being piloted under the Devolved Schools Build Programme 
Design and Build Framework, which is being procured and delivered by the National Devel-
opment Finance Agency (NDFA) on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills.  The 
Government Contracts Committee for Construction (GCCC) earlier this year approved the pilot 
initiative to be included in the NDFA Devolved Schools Programme.  Currently 3 bundles are 
out to tender, which consist of a mix of new builds, extensions and some remedial works to ex-
isting schools both at a primary and post primary level.  The projects will be constructed using 
the public works contract for Building Works designed by the Contractor.  A clause has been 
included in the contract which requires that 10% of the person weeks worked on the contract 
be undertaken by individuals recruited from the ranks of the long-term unemployed.  There is 
also a requirement for 2.5% of the person weeks on the contract are undertaken by apprentices. 
The contractor’s compliance with this clause will be carefully monitored in accordance with the 
terms set out in the contract.

24/09/2013WRO01850EU Funding

24/09/2013WRO01900280. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
confirm, in respect of the alleged defrauding of EU grants which had been the subject of a report 
to the DPP in 1999 causing the dismissal of the CEO of an NGO (details supplied), that the 
Department recorded in March 2002 that there had been no irregularities.  [39219/13]

24/09/2013WRO02000281. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
the irregularity reports on EU grants that the Department was required to send to Brussels, were 
accompanied by a detailed description of alleged fraud that bore no resemblance to what had 
actually occurred (details supplied).  [39221/13]

24/09/2013WRO02100285. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if, in rela-
tion to the Commission judgment of 2000 that significant EU expenditures in Ireland had been 
systemically maladministered, he will explain the way the Department then made it mandatory 
in July 2001 for audit trails to be based on all EU expenditures retrospective to 1994; the level at 
which this decision was taken; and the way it was compatible with early judgments of systemic 
maladministration.  [39356/13]

24/09/2013WRO02200286. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if, as a re-
sult of the introduction of EU regulation 2064/97, the rules governing grant expenditures here 
had been necessarily changed in 1997.  [39357/13]

24/09/2013WRO02300287. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with refer-
ence to his Department’s email of July 2012, which requested the former chairman of an NGO 
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(details supplied) to identify his resolution and the action his Department took to implement 
that resolution. [39358/13]

24/09/2013WRO02400288. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason, 
despite the email sent by the Department in July 2012 and the outline resolution of the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills, the Department refuses to acknowledge or reply to any follow on 
emails from the former NGO chairman (details supplied).  [39359/13]

24/09/2013WRO02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 280, 281, and 285 to 288, inclusive, together.

Prior to the establishment of my Department in 2011 overall responsibility for Structural 
Funds in Ireland lay with the Department Of Finance.  However, the Department of Finance 
did not then, and my Department does not now, have a substantive role in relation to the issues 
referred to in these questions.  Specifically, the Department of Finance at the time had no re-
sponsibility for, nor had any involvement in, any of the allegations referred to.

Official Engagements

24/09/2013WRO02600282. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the list 
of engagements that he had on his September 2013 visit to China; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39326/13]

24/09/2013WRO02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Minister 
Brendan Howlin recently travelled to Dalian, China to attend the World Economic Forum ‘An-
nual Meeting of the New Champions’. The meeting was attended by political and business lead-
ers from across the globe. While in China, Minister Howlin engaged in a series of high level 
meetings and several interviews with International, Chinese and Irish media. Minister Howlin 
participated in a number of events during World Economic Forum which focused on prevailing 
global economic matters, including sessions entitled “Creating the Next Frontiers of Growth” 
and “Innovation to Bridge the Knowledge Gap and Share Competitiveness”. A wide range of 
meetings and networking opportunities were scheduled so as to fully utilize the visit.

These included:

Meeting with the Vice President of Academy for Macroeconomic Research under National 
Development and Reform Commission, Professor Wang Yiming

Meeting with the Chairman of China Construction Bank Leasing, GU Jingpu, China Con-
struction Bank HQ

Meeting with the Board of Saongroup, Saongroup China HQ

Interview with the Economic Observer

Meeting with the Chairman of Beijing Foreign Studies University (BFSU) University Coun-
cil (Yang Xueyi)

Witness the signing of Memorandum of Understanding to launch Irish Studies Network

Speech at the Beijing Foreign Studies University (BFSU) University Council

Interview with the 21st Century Business Herald

World Economic Forum: Participant: Industry Partners Session: Partnership for Cyber Re-
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silience

Meeting with the World Economic Forum, Europe Director, Mr Nicholas Davis

Bilateral meeting with Huawei Vice President, Mr David Wang

World Economic Forum: Contributor: Private Session: Informal Gathering of World Eco-
nomic Leaders: Creating the Next Frontiers of Growth (including participation from the Prime 
Minister of Finland, Deputy Prime Minister of Turkey and Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium)

Interview with China Business News (CBN)

World Economic Forum Participant: Workshop: Competitiveness Lab: Innovation to Bridge 
the Knowledge Gap and Share Competitiveness

Meeting with the Irish community, Dalian

Meeting with Tourism Ireland agent in Beijing 

Visit to the World Tourism Cities Federation Exhibition and photo opportunity at Dublin 
booth in support of Dublin City Council delegation

Interview with the Irish Times

Meeting with the Beijing GAA and Irish community.

24/09/2013WRO02750Parliamentary Inquiries

24/09/2013WRO02800283. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
necessary steps to establish an Inquiry into the Banking Crisis of 2008; the timeframe for each 
step; when it is envisaged an inquiry into the banking crisis of 2008 will take place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39343/13]

24/09/2013WRO02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in order to respect the authority of the Houses of the Oireachtas to regulate their 
own affairs, section 1(3) of the Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries Privileges and Procedures) 
Act provides that the commencement order cannot be made unless a draft of the proposed order 
has been laid before each House and a resolution has been passed in each House approving the 
draft order.

The draft order was approved by the Dáil on the 18th September and by the Seanad on the 
19th of September. The Act will commence on 25th September, 2013.

The Government supports the initiation of a banking inquiry. Any such inquiry must be com-
pleted within the lifetime of the current Dáil. Under the Act, autonomy rests with the Oireachtas 
in determining the requirement for a formal inquiry, the terms of reference of that inquiry, the 
appropriate committee to conduct an inquiry and the procedural and organisational aspects of 
the inquiry.

Prior to the initiation of any banking inquiry a number of steps must be carried out by the 
Houses.

 These include:- 

putting in place rules and standing orders to govern the establishment of an inquiry; and 
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drafting necessary guidelines and standing orders to ensure the effective and efficient opera-
tion of an inquiry.

I understand that preparations are well underway by the Oireachtas Service to draft the 
Standing Orders and guidelines required under the Act to enable an Inquiry to take place.

24/09/2013WRO02950Departmental Bodies Abolition

24/09/2013WRO03000284. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide in tabular form, on a Departmental basis, the State bodies that have been abolished 
under the Public Service Reform Plan since 2011; the bodies that are earmarked for abolition or 
amalgamation in the future; the bodies that are being considered under critical review; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39347/13]

24/09/2013WRO03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment is currently monitoring the implementation of the agency rationalisation programme of 
the Public Service Reform Plan on a quarterly basis.  The latest tables which detail this progress 
to end Quarter 2 2013 can be found at:

http://reformplan.per.gov.ie/files/2013/09/Public-Service-Reform-Plan-Rationalisation-
Measures-end-Q2-2013.pdf

In summary, the tables show that significant progress has been made by Departments on the 
implementation of agreed rationalisation measures.   To date, rationalisation and amalgamation 
measures involving 43 bodies have been fully implemented, and measures involving a further 
63 bodies are at advanced legislative or administrative stages.

Further measures, involving 110 bodies, were identified under a critical review process 
undertaken in 2012 as part of the Public Service Reform Plan and are currently being imple-
mented.

  Questions Nos. 285 to 288, inclusive, answered with Question No. 280.

Leader’s Allowance Issues

24/09/2013WRP00200289. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he expects to bring forward promised legislation to introduce changes to the leaders’ al-
lowance in respect of independent Deputies and Senators; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39383/13]

24/09/2013WRP00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Party 
Leaders Allowance is provided for in the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) 
Act, 1938, as amended by the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices (Amendment) 
Act, 2001.

In the context of the Expenditure Estimates for 2013, I announced that a 10% reduction will 
be applied to the Party Leaders Allowance rates payable to qualifying leaders of political parties 
and to qualifying independent Members.

I also announced my intention to amend the legislation to improve the transparency of the 
Allowance by providing for auditing provisions to apply to independent Members in receipt of 
such payments. 
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I have taken the opportunity to conduct a comprehensive review of the Allowance and a 
consultation process has been undertaken with leaders of qualifying parties, qualifying inde-
pendent members and with the Standards in Public Office Commission.  Legislation is currently 
being drafted for publication shortly.

Public Sector Management Remuneration

24/09/2013WRP00400290. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the full year’s savings to the Exchequer, both gross and net figures, if all public sector salaries 
excluding hospital consultants were capped at €100,000. [39806/13]

24/09/2013WRP00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Based on the 
salary data currently available to my Department, the estimated full year gross saving in the 
Exchequer and Local Government pay bill excluding hospital consultants arising from a cap of 
€100,000 is some €75m. The estimate takes account of the reductions in pay arising from the 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009 and the Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2013, but does not take account of any offsetting reductions 
in taxes and levies. 

As the combined effect of the estimated marginal tax rate and the pension related reduction 
at a pay level for a public servant of €100,000 p.a. or higher is at least 62.5%, the estimated net 
savings would be reduced to some €28m.

Workplace Safety

24/09/2013WRP00600291. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
health and safety investigation into the recent tragedy at the Aughoose tunnel in County Mayo 
has been completed and the findings of same. [39679/13]

24/09/2013WRP00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Health 
and Safety Authority, an agency under the aegis of my Department, is the national statutory 
body with responsibility for enforcing occupational safety and health law, including the inves-
tigation of serious workplace accidents and fatalities. 

On Sunday 8th September last, the Authority was advised of a workplace accident at the 
Corrib gas pipeline work site in Aughoose, Co. Mayo, which tragically resulted in the death of 
a worker. 

The Authority initiated its investigation on that day under the Safety Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005 and I have been advised that the investigation is currently on-going. It would be 
inappropriate to pre-empt the findings of the investigation.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sympathy to the victim’s family, friends 
and colleagues for their loss.

Enterprise Ireland Offices

24/09/2013WRP00800292. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding the opening of new Enterprise Ireland offices abroad to promote economic 
investment in Ireland; the date on which he expects each of these new offices to open; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [39172/13]

24/09/2013WRP00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The opening 
of the Enterprise Ireland offices in Austin, Texas and Istanbul, Turkey forms part of the Action 
Plan for Jobs and its central strategy of building a powerful engine of Irish exporting businesses.

An executive has been appointed to the office in Austin, Texas and the office will commence 
operations in October 2013.  A search has commenced for suitable office space in Istanbul and 
the appointed executive to Istanbul will also commence operations in October 2013.

Texas and Turkey are two markets which hold enormous potential for Irish companies. 
The opening of these two offices provides Irish companies access to Enterprise Ireland’s suite 
of supports, networks and contacts, and both will work with Irish companies to target export 
opportunities and ultimately to generate sales leading to the sustaining and growth of jobs in 
Ireland.

In 2012, Enterprise Ireland client companies achieved exports to USA and Canada amount-
ing to €1.78bn, a 20% increase on the figure of €1.48bn for 2011. Exports by EI clients to 
Southern Europe, Middle East and Africa, which includes Turkey, amounted to €1.75bn in 
2012, an increase of 3% over €1.703bn in 2011. 

These new office openings in Istanbul and Texas were delivered followed extensive re-
search and the completion of successful trade missions and increased client demand.

Employment Appeals Tribunal

24/09/2013WRP01000293. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason the Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977 to 2007 were of no benefit in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 7. [39218/13]

24/09/2013WRP01100295. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason no action was taken in relation to the case of a person (details supplied). [39445/13]

24/09/2013WRP01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 293 and 295 together.

An Award of €50,000 was made in the above case by the Employment Appeals Tribunal 
in the complainants favour against the latter company.  On the 17 January 2012 a request to 
have the award enforced by me as Minister was forwarded to the National Employment Rights 
Authority (NERA) for enforcement.  This request was accompanied by evidence of earlier at-
tempts at enforcement, a copy of a Court Order dated 4 May 2011 from the Dublin Circuit Court 
and an Execution Order dated 7 June 2011. The Execution Order contained a certificate dated 
11 July 2011 from the Sheriff of the City of Dublin indicating that the business named on the 
Execution Order had ceased trading.  

The matter was referred to the NERA solicitor and a final demand letter was issued by them 
by registered post. This letter was returned on 25 April 2012 marked ‘not called for’.

NERA were informed by a solicitor acting for the company that the company was no longer 
trading and had ceased any operations in or about September 2010.  The only remaining assets 
were secured by a debenture in favour of its bankers. 

A NERA inspector called to a company connected to one of the directors on 29 May 2012 
and spoke to the manager who in turn made contact with the director in question. The director 
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advised the inspector that neither he nor his company had the funds to pay the award. He also 
indicated that the company would be put into liquidation.

The claimant and her representative were advised of this on 3 July 2012 by NERA and the 
file was closed on that basis. 

The Company was struck-off the CRO register of companies in May 2013 and dissolved. In 
view of the legal costs involved, the fact that the company was no longer trading and that there 
were no realisable assets remaining from which to pay the award, NERA were of the view that 
no purpose could have been served through initiating further legal proceedings and accruing 
further costs.

I understand that this matter has also been referred to the Office of the Director of Corporate 
Enforcement (ODCE). It is not the practice of the ODCE to comment on individual cases or to 
give any indication of what action may or may not be taken with individual matters reported to 
it. 

Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

24/09/2013WRP01300294. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
explain the conflict of interest between the Government’s chief scientific adviser and head of 
Science Foundation Ireland (details supplied).  [39389/13]

24/09/2013WRP01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As I have pre-
viously outlined to this House Professor Mark Ferguson was appointed Director General of 
Science Foundation Ireland in January 2012.  Professor Ferguson has an extensive track record 
over the past three decades in both the academic and commercial spheres. Upon joining SFI, 
Professor Ferguson, as required of all employees, signed the Code of Business Conduct for 
Employees which sets out in written form the agreed standards of principle and practice which 
inform the conduct of staff members of SFI. Incorporated within this Code is an obligation upon 
the individual to disclose to the Board Secretary any matters that could give rise to a conflict of 
interest as soon as that conflict becomes apparent.  Professor Ferguson resigned as Non-exec-
utive Chairman of Renovo Group plc. and Consultant to Renovo on 15th January 2012 before 
taking up the Director General position at SFI.

  Question No. 295 answered with Question No. 293.

Employment Rights Issues

24/09/2013WRP01500296. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to legislate to allow people to work past the age of 65 should they wish to do so in order 
to reduce the gap between the time when a person retires and when they are eligible for a State 
pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39448/13]

24/09/2013WRP01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I would clarify 
that statutory law already permits private sector workers to work past the age of 65, as there is 
no statutory retirement age for such employees in Ireland.  However, a contract of employment 
may contain a retirement age.  The existence of a clause in the employment contract setting out 
a maximum retirement age is a matter of contract between the employer and employee and they 
may agree to alter such a clause.

As matters currently stand for those employees who are obliged by their contract of employ-
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ment to retire at 65 years but will not receive the State pension until 66 years, the Department 
of Social Protection has indicated that, in terms of financial supports, social welfare benefits 
will continue to be available to the age of 66 for those who are contractually obliged to leave 
employment.  Also, existing legislation provides that jobseekers whose benefit expires in their 
65th year will continue to be paid benefit up until the age of 66, subject to the person having 
paid 156 or more qualifying contributions and satisfying the general scheme conditions.  

The Department of Social Protection, which has lead responsibility for the State pension 
and pension age policy, is chairing an inter-Departmental Group on Working and Retirement is-
sues, on which my Department is represented.  That Department organised and chaired a Work-
ing and Retirement Forum in Croke Park last December, at which a range of stakeholder groups 
discussed, amongst other matters, issues related to the alignment of mandatory retirement age 
practices with the new State pension age.  The Group is currently considering the issues high-
lighted at the Croke Park Forum and is preparing preliminary proposals in this regard.

The Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2011, which aim to protect against discrimination 
in relation to access to employment on a number of grounds including age and give effect in na-
tional law to the EU Directive 2000/78/EC, come within the remit of my colleague the Minister 
for Justice, Mr Alan Shatter T.D.  The Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) has made 
rulings in a series of age-discrimination cases concerning Directive 2000/78/EC which prohibit 
discrimination in employment and occupation on various grounds, including age.  The CJEU 
has clarified that, under Directive 2000/78/EC, mandatory retirement ages may be set down if, 
within the context of national law, they are objectively and reasonably justified by a legitimate 
social policy aim.  

With regard to the maximum retirement age for the public service, rules on retirement age 
vary, but are generally set down in legislation.  Responsibility for these rules falls within the 
remit of my colleague, Mr Brendan Howlin T.D., Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

IDA Site Visits

24/09/2013WRP01700297. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he has discussed with the Industrial Development Agency the fact that Leitrim has only had one 
visit from the IDA in the past three and a half years and was among nine countries that have 
received four or less visits from the IDA in the past three and a half years; and if he has received 
any assurances that these counties including County Leitrim will receive closer attention from 
this State agency in future months. [39475/13]

24/09/2013WRP01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am deter-
mined to ensure that Ireland can continue to compete globally for foreign direct investment.  In 
winning such investments, I am, however, mindful of the need to address the concerns that have 
been expressed to me by Deputies on all sides of the House about the relatively low level of site 
visits to certain regional locations.  I have, accordingly, requested IDA Ireland and Enterprise 
Ireland to work with my Department so that we can explore what further initiatives we can 
take to ensure we have a better approach to enterprise development in regional locations. This 
exercise will complement the in-depth analysis of our FDI strategy which is currently being 
undertaken. This analysis will take account of factors such as key trends emerging in FDI best 
practice internationally, Ireland’s strengths in attracting FDI, the changes to the EU’s State Aid 
rules that will be introduced in 2014 and our approach to regional development and will inform 
the formulation of an appropriate FDI strategy for the period post 2014.

Meanwhile we should not lose sight of the fact that there are 4 IDA client companies in 
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County Leitrim employing approximately 700 people.

Job Creation Targets

24/09/2013WRP01900298. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection further to the an-
nouncement of a three point plan to take 75,000 persons off the unemployment register by 2015 
referred to in a publication (details supplied), her specific actions being taken to achieve this 
target; if she will indicate the Minister that will have specific responsibility for the delivery of 
the target; the way the target will be measured; the way employment creation from other initia-
tives or resulting from any economic recovery will be differentiated from the employment be-
ing created as a result of his plan; the key dates for the achievement of each part of the plan; if 
the Minister responsible will report to Dáil Éireann on progress being made against the plan’s 
schedule; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39109/13]

24/09/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The target referred was first set out 
in the Government’s policy document Pathways to Work, launched on 23rd February 2012. It 
relates to the 180,800 people who were on the Live Register and fully unemployed for over a 
year at the beginning of 2012; the objective set was that 75,000 of these would move into em-
ployment by the end of 2015. This target has been maintained in the updated Pathways to Work 
2013, published on 18 July 2013. I am the Minister primarily responsible for the achievement 
of this and other targets set out in Pathways to Work.

  Pathways to Work   details a range of measures aimed at increasing active job search by the 
registered unemployed and ensuring that they share in the economic and employment recovery. 
The flow of 75,000 people from long-term unemployment into employment is one anticipated 
result of the taking of this range of measures rather than relating to any specific measure among 
them.

Movement towards this target is being monitored by tracking the subsequent experience of 
the 180,800 people who were in the target group as the beginning of 2012. 

By the end of June 2013, 30,600 of this group were known to have moved into employment. 
Of these, 21,900 had entered full-time employment and left the Live Register, and 8,800 had 
entered part-time employment. As there can be some time lag in the reporting of new entries 
to employment by the relevant employers, it is likely that these figures will increase retrospec-
tively as further records become available.

Quarterly reports on performance against the targets set in Pathways to Work are published 
on the Department of Social Protection’s website.  The report for quarter 1 (To end March 2013) 
is currently available on the website.  The report for quarter 2 will be uploaded on the website 
on Monday next 30 September, commencing with a report on performance in the third quarter 
of 2013.

Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRP02100299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when rent allow-
ance will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39162/13]

24/09/2013WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was in re-
ceipt of Rent Supplement from October 2011. In March 2013, the Department received notifica-
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tion that a change of circumstance had occurred. The Department having contacted the person 
concerned on two occasions, has temporarily suspended the claim pending requested informa-
tion being made available to the Department, which will allow reassessment of entitlement.

Invalidity Pension Applications

24/09/2013WRP02300300. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason inva-
lidity pension payment has been withdrawn in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39163/13]

24/09/2013WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions.  

In common with all social welfare schemes, invalidity pension claimants are subject to peri-
odic review to ensure that the conditions for receipt continue to be met.  Claimants are invited to 
submit evidence and provide comment when their claims are being reviewed and all available 
evidence is taken into account by the deciding officer in making his/her decision.

For the invalidity pension scheme, a programme of control reviews is carried out to deter-
mine continuing entitlement to the scheme.  

The person concerned was awarded an invalidity pension from 15 September 2011.

A medical form issued to the person concerned on 10 May 2013 to be completed by his doc-
tor / GP he is attending. A reminder medical form issued again, on 31 May 2013.

The completed and returned medical form was assessed by a medical assessor of the depart-
ment who expressed the opinion, based on the information provided that the person concerned 
does not satisfy the medical criteria for invalidity pension. A letter issued to the person con-
cerned on 14 August 2013 which advised him of the medical assessor’s opinion and invited 
him to submit further /supporting medical documentation. The additional medical documenta-
tion submitted by the person concerned has been forwarded to a different medical assessor for 
review.  Arrangements are being made for an in-person medical assessment, details of which 
will issue to the claimant shortly. Payment of invalidity pension for the person concerned will 
continue pending the outcome of the review. 

  Question No. 301 withdrawn.

Carer’s Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRP02500302. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
a decision to refuse an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39188/13]

24/09/2013WRP02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This application for carer’s allow-
ance was disallowed on the 2nd of July 2013.   The person in question appealed this decision.  
All the necessary papers have been submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determi-
nation.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office will be in touch with the person directly regarding 
the progress of the appeal.

  Question No. 303 withdrawn.
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One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

24/09/2013WRP02700304. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on one 
parent family payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39303/13]

24/09/2013WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence has allowed the 
appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRP02900305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an oral hearing 
in respect of a jobseeker’s allowance appeal will be rescheduled in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare who did not receive notification of same; if supplementary welfare 
will be reinstated in the interim; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39306/13]

24/09/2013WRP03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised that two oral hearings were scheduled in this case on 24 June 2013 and 9 September 
2013 respectively.  The person concerned was notified in advance of both oral hearings by post 
to the address supplied by both himself and the Deputy, but failed to attend on both dates.

In light of the failure of the person concerned to attend the oral hearings, the Appeals Officer 
decided the appeal on a summary basis taking account of the documentary evidence before him. 
In the circumstances, the Social Welfare Appeals Office does not propose to reschedule a third 
oral hearing in this case. 

Any new application for supplementary welfare allowance from the person concerned 
should be made to the office of his local Community Welfare Service.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Job Initiatives

24/09/2013WRP03100306. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection the yearly cost of Job-
Bridge. [39312/13]

24/09/2013WRP03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On 18 September, I announced 
that more than 20,000 JobBridge internship placements had been made, a significant milestone 
for an activation scheme with exceptional rates of progression into employment.  At 19 Septem-
ber, there had been 20,912 placements since the Scheme commenced, 5,446 individuals were 
actually on internships and 3,061 internship opportunities were advertised on the JobBridge 
website.

Interns continue to receive their basic Social Welfare payment for the duration of their in-
ternship.  The cost of the additional top-up up payment of €50 per week to individuals while 
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they are on their internship for 2013 is estimated to be €14.3 million based upon a weekly aver-
age of 5,500 interns.

The recent independent evaluation of JobBridge found that JobBridge would achieve a posi-
tive net benefit to the exchequer if participants secure employment and remain off the Live 
Register for a minimum period of about 5 ½ months or, adjusting to take into account variations 
in the overall exit rate from the Live Register among JobBridge participants versus non-par-
ticipants, the estimated minimum period required to achieve a positive return to the Exchequer 
would fall to 4.8 months.

JobBridge is not only a positive activation measure for interns, 61% of whom progress into 
employment within 5 months of completing an internship, but also good value for money for 
the Exchequer.

Job Initiatives

24/09/2013WRQ00200307. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection the anticipated cost of 
the JobsPlus scheme in a full year. [39313/13]

24/09/2013WRQ00300323. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications that have been approved under the JobsPlus scheme to date; the numbers of ap-
plications relating to those unemployed between 12 and 24 months and those unemployed for 
more than 24 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39458/13]

24/09/2013WRQ00400324. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications for those under 25 years of age that have been approved under the JobsPlus 
scheme to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39459/13]

24/09/2013WRQ00500354. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the progress of Jobs Plus; the number of places employers have created and the number of 
citizens who have taken up a Jobs Plus position; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[39797/13]

24/09/2013WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
307, 323, 324 and 354 together.

JobsPlus was launched on 8th July 2013.  This is a new incentive to encourage employers to 
recruit and employ persons who have been unemployed for long periods and it replaced this De-
partment’s Employer Job PRSI Incentive Scheme and the Revenue Job Assist Scheme.  Subject 
to meeting the eligibility criteria and creating a full-time position, employers will receive a di-
rect cash incentive over two years if the person they hire has been unemployed for a prolonged 
period.  The level of payment is higher where a person who has been unemployed for a longer 
period is recruited and retained. 

Up to Friday 20th September 2013, the Department had received and processed applications 
from 1,121 employers.  Over the same period, applications from 2,125 jobseekers had been 
received.  Of these, 1,577 applications have been deemed eligible with 1,029 qualifying on 
the basis of being 24 months unemployed and, therefore, attracting a payment to an employer 
of €10,000 paid over two years.  The remaining 548 applications are eligible for a payment of 
€7,500 over two years, having been unemployed for between 12 and 24 months.

At present, 400 eligible employers and eligible jobseekers have been matched.  Of these, 
250 employment contracts commenced in July and August and grant payments in respect of 
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236 cases will be made before the end of September.  The number of applications received from 
persons under 25 years of age is 305, of which 256 have been deemed eligible.  The initiative is 
expected to operate on a pilot basis initially, with €21.25 million allocated to cover costs over 
three years.  I anticipate that this allocation will be reviewed along with other aspects of the 
initiative, when it has been operational for a number of months.

Further information regarding the scheme can be found at www.jobsplus.ie.

  Question No. 308 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Eligibility

24/09/2013WRQ00800309. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the habitual residency 
conditions an Irish person returning form abroad must satisfy before a social welfare payment 
will be granted. [39377/13]

24/09/2013WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The requirement to be habitu-
ally resident in Ireland was introduced as a qualifying condition for certain social assistance 
schemes and child benefit with effect from 1 May 2004.  The term ‘habitually resident’ conveys 
a degree of permanence and implies a close association between the applicant and the country 
from which payment is claimed, which relies heavily on fact.

Before a decision can be made regarding a person’s habitual residence, it must be estab-
lished whether the person has a legal right to reside in the State.  All Irish nationals have a right 
of residence in Ireland.  Then five factors are examined to determine whether a person satisfies 
the habitual residence condition (HRC) i.e. a) the length and continuity of living in Ireland, 
b) length and reasons for any absence, c) nature and pattern of the person’s employment, d) 
person’s main centre of interest and e) future intentions of the person applying for the social 
welfare scheme.

Each case is dealt with in its own right and a decision is based on the application of the leg-
islation and guidelines to the particular circumstances of the case.

The HRC guidelines are published and available to customers on the Department’s website.

They include comprehensive information relating to material to be provided by returning 
Irish emigrants.  

Examples of documentation include:- Proof to show applicant has given up accommodation 
abroad;- Proof applicant has cancelled or applied to cancel any non-transferable benefits;- Proof 
to show measures put in place to open a bank account here;- Proof to show applicant has a 
tenancy in Ireland;- Proof of travel documents and evidence of transportation of personal pos-
sessions etc. 

Any information that customers provide to establish their claim will be considered.

If claimants are not satisfied with a decision they have the right to have the decision re-
viewed internally in the Department and/or appeal the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office.

State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals
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24/09/2013WRQ01000310. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal against a cut in the noncontributory old age pension in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39384/13]

24/09/2013WRQ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 18th Sep-
tember 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
papers have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits Issues

24/09/2013WRQ01200311. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the options avail-
able to persons who do not have utility bills to provide their address when applying for benefits; 
the acceptable ways to prove an address; if an affidavit letter from Gardaí or a politician would 
be accepted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39390/13]

24/09/2013WRQ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2012 introduced requirements where new claimants may be disallowed where they fail to 
satisfy the Minister as to their identity.

As part of the process of authenticating identity, evidence of address is required.  Applicants 
are advised that acceptable forms of this include “a current utility bill or other evidence of ad-
dress in the applicant’s name”.  The latter could include a written communication other than a 
utility bill addressed to the applicant or a formal affidavit from someone with an interest in the 
property such as the owner or manager.

Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

24/09/2013WRQ01400312. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding eligibility for rent allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39404/13]

24/09/2013WRQ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): No application has been received 
from the person concerned to date.  An application pack has now issued.  If there are extenuat-
ing circumstances which affect the accommodation needs of the person concerned, they should 
include supporting documentation in order to expedite this application.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

24/09/2013WRQ01600313. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for 
refusal of appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39412/13]
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24/09/2013WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision on 5th 
September 2013 on the grounds that he was not satisfied that the evidence established that the 
appellant continues to be permanently incapable of all work.

The grounds for the refusal of the appeal for the person concerned were conveyed to her by 
letter on 5th September 2013. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 314 withdrawn.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRQ01900315. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address 
the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [39420/13]

24/09/2013WRQ02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
jobseeker’s allowance and was assessed with weekly means in excess of the scheduled rate.  He 
submitted an appeal of the assessment to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  All the relevant 
documentation has now been received in the Appeals Office and the case is due to be referred to 
an Appeals Officer for consideration.  She will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, will hold an oral hearing.

Community Employment Schemes Funding

24/09/2013WRQ02100316. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection under what spe-
cific circumstances she allows rental costs as an allowance expense under the Community Em-
ployment Operating Guidelines; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39425/13]

24/09/2013WRQ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment 
(CE) Operating Procedures (September 2013) sets out that the following are not allowable un-
der CE Materials Claims:- Rent of Premises, except where acquired with DSP consent and not 
previously occupied by the Sponsor.  From the 1st January 2014, rental costs will not be allow-
able under CE except if the cost is exclusively associated with the participants on the scheme.  
Where rent is allowed by DSP, the following details must be supplied before payment can be 
authorised:- Landlord’s full name;- Landlord’s home address;- Landlord’s Telephone no./email 
address;- Landlord’s PPS No. or Tax Reference Number (issued by Revenue);- Landlord’s Tax 
Compliance Certificate (Copy);- Agent’s full name (if applicable); and- Agent’s address and 
telephone number (if applicable).

Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

24/09/2013WRQ02300317. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
community employment scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39428/13]
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24/09/2013WRQ02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is a partici-
pant on a community employment (CE) scheme under the part-time integration option as she 
is under 35 years of age.  The term of engagement for this option is 1 year; however in certain 
limited circumstances a second year may be available subject to Departmental approval and the 
availability of places and budget.  Additionally it should be noted that to specifically address 
the needs of persons with disabilities, CE participation limits for people under 55 years of age 
who are in receipt of an illness payment was increased to a maximum of 4 years, in recognition 
of the fact that this group may find it more difficult to progress into the open labour market.

The person concerned has been a CE scheme participant for 202 weeks to date.  Her contract 
is due to end on 25th October 2013 at which time she will have completed the maximum dura-
tion allowable of 4 years.  In the current economic environment there is a significant demand 
for CE opportunities from those in receipt of social welfare benefits and eligible to apply for 
scheme places.  Unfortunately CE places can only be made available by through-putting partici-
pants who have completed their time on the programme.  Given this situation, and as the person 
concerned has completed the four year maximum threshold on the programme, her period can-
not be extended.  However, FÁS Training Centres and DSP Local Employment Service Offices 
are available to provide information to the person concerned on other employment and training 
opportunities which may be available to those in local communities exiting or ineligible for CE 
Schemes.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

24/09/2013WRQ02500318. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
refusal of an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39447/13]

24/09/2013WRQ02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence, the file has been requested to be returned 
to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  On receipt of this file, the Appeals Officer will review the 
case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of his appeal has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

24/09/2013WRQ02650Youth Guarantee

24/09/2013WRQ02700319. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the terms of 
reference and membership of the Interdepartmental Group on the Youth Guarantee; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39454/13]

24/09/2013WRQ02800320. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when she 
expects the Interdepartmental Group on the Youth Guarantee to finalise their work; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39455/13]
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24/09/2013WRQ02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
319 and 320 together.

The terms of reference for this group are to review the current range of youth employment 
policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the implementa-
tion of the Guarantee.  It is intended to produce a concrete plan for the implementation of the 
Guarantee for consideration by the Government in December before being transmitted to the 
European Commission by the end of 2013. 

The Department of Social Protection set up this interdepartmental group with officials and 
programme managers from the Department of Education and Science, Department of Jobs En-
terprise and Innovation, and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. 

One objective in developing our implementation approach will be to maximise our share of 
the funding available from the EU and to deploy these funds to maximum effect in providing 
employment and training/further education supports and opportunities to young unemployed 
people.

Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

24/09/2013WRQ03000321. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons aged 18-19, 20-21, 22-24 broken down by county who are in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit or who are signing on for credits; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39456/13]

24/09/2013WRQ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not routinely collated by my Department.  However, I am informed that at the end 
of August 2013 there were 68,391 young persons aged 18-19, 20-21, 22-24 in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit or who are signing on for credits.  A breakdown of this 
number by county is detailed in the following tabular statements.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Recipients by age and county at the end of August 2013.

County 18 Years 19 Years 20 Years 21 Years 22  Years 23 Years 24 Years
Carlow 57 156 153 193 207 214 229
Cavan 70 169 171 197 219 212 215
Clare 96 171 203 203 229 269 253
Cork 201 545 675 771 880 983 993
Donegal 196 463 513 568 621 709 679
Dublin 1,119 2,058 2,237 2,373 2,628 2,836 2,689
Galway 137 248 365 438 532 570 574
Kerry 89 238 256 273 349 383 379
Kildare 175 337 357 384 472 439 435
Kilkenny 35 104 131 152 181 189 189
Laois 109 215 208 211 270 257 243
Leitrim 20 44 69 81 106 101 94
Limerick 120 309 416 408 462 576 543
Longford 44 109 106 148 149 160 124
Louth 186 349 377 391 479 452 457
Mayo 71 172 232 285 331 371 368
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County 18 Years 19 Years 20 Years 21 Years 22  Years 23 Years 24 Years
Meath 81 161 183 212 249 228 235
Monaghan 45 75 123 133 172 186 180
Offaly 113 184 224 245 265 277 251
Roscom-
mon

36 71 77 83 97 124 107

Sligo 43 79 129 133 159 179 193
Tipperary 186 350 377 395 478 469 468
Waterford 85 208 253 299 294 379 376
Westmeath 107 165 214 253 282 276 269
Wexford 215 355 384 415 490 500 474
Wicklow 106 240 294 260 294 326 332
Total 3,742 7,575 8,727 9,504 10,895 11,665 11,349

Jobseeker’s Benefit Recipients by age and county at the end of August 2013.

County 18 Years 19 Years 20 years 21 Years 22 Years 23 Years 24 Years
Carlow 0 0 2 6 15 18 19
Cavan 0 0 2 4 13 19 33
Clare 1 1 1 9 17 38 35
Cork 0 0 11 33 106 153 153
Donegal 0 3 9 32 48 73 81
Dublin 1 6 29 108 252 354 451
Galway 0 2 6 27 49 84 94
Kerry 0 1 2 13 28 47 63
Kildare 0 4 4 28 42 82 95
Kilkenny 0 0 0 2 20 17 24
Laois 0 0 3 15 24 32 28
Leitrim 0 0 1 6 7 10 12
Limerick 0 0 1 8 39 57 78
Longford 0 0 1 5 4 13 22
Louth 0 1 1 21 30 51 65
Mayo 0 1 2 10 25 25 55
Meath 0 2 4 10 23 25 34
Monaghan 0 0 3 6 13 21 23
Offaly 0 0 3 9 16 29 41
Roscom-
mon

0 0 0 5 9 14 16

Sligo 0 0 1 7 11 18 34
Tipperary 0 1 7 24 34 57 62
Waterford 0 0 2 11 31 35 48
Westmeath 0 0 4 9 17 30 53
Wexford 0 4 10 18 39 61 68
Wicklow 0 0 1 14 29 33 48
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County 18 Years 19 Years 20 years 21 Years 22 Years 23 Years 24 Years
 Total 2 26 110 440 941 1,396 1,735

18 to 24 year olds signing for Jobseeker’s Benefit Credits Only at the end of August 
2013.

County 18 Years 19 Years 20 Years 21 Years 22 Years 23 Years 24 Years
Carlow 0 0 0 1 2 1 3
Cavan 0 0 0 0 1 1 2
Clare 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
Cork 0 0 1 3 10 6 9
Donegal 0 1 0 1 1 4 1
Dublin 0 3 2 12 16 15 16
Galway 0 0 0 1 3 5 3
Kerry 0 0 0 1 0 2 0
Kildare 0 0 1 2 4 6 4
Kilkenny 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Laois 0 0 0 0 1 2 4
Leitrim 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
Limerick 0 0 0 3 3 1 3
longford 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Louth 0 0 1 0 2 1 4
Mayo 0 0 0 3 2 1 2
Meath 0 0 1 3 3 6 3
Monaghan 0 2 0 1 1 1 2
Offaly 0 2 0 1 3 1 0
Roscom-
mon

0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Sligo 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Tipperary 0 0 0 8 6 9 5
Waterford 0 0 1 3 3 3 2
Westmeath 0 0 0 0 0 1 4
Wexford 0 0 2 2 2 1 1
Wicklow 0 0 1 2 3 5 3
Total 0 8 10 51 67 74 74

Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

24/09/2013WRQ03200322. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons aged 18-25 who have applied for a jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allow-
ance and were unsuccessful and or ineligible for a payment in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 
2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39457/13]

24/09/2013WRQ03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the years 2009, 2010, 2011 
and 2012 a total of 22,876 Jobseeker’s Allowance or Jobseeker’s Benefit claims from young 
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persons aged 18-25 were disallowed.  A breakdown of this number by year is detailed in the 
following tabular statements.

Disallowed jobseeker’s allowance or jobseeker’s benefit claims from young persons 
aged 18-25

Year Jobseeker’s Allowance Jobseeker’s Benefit
2009 5,153 1,203
2010 5,785 947
2011 4,668 794
2012 3,799 527
Totals 19,405 3,471

Questions Nos. 323 and 324 answered with Question No. 307.

Question No. 325 withdrawn.

Disability Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRR00300326. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39480/13]

24/09/2013WRR00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25th July 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 6th   September 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Disability Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRR00500327. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in deciding on an appeal against the disallowance of disability allowance in respect of a person 
(details supplied) and when the appeal will be determined. [39490/13]

24/09/2013WRR00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who 
has decided to hold an oral hearing on the matter on 7th October 2013. The person concerned 
will be notified shortly of the arrangements for the oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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24/09/2013WRR00650State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

24/09/2013WRR00700328. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
signing for credits for an entitlement to State contributory pension in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39501/13]

24/09/2013WRR00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently 
in receipt of a carer’s allowance.  Therefore, signing for credits to maintain her insurance record 
for the purposes of contributory pension is not necessary as credits are automatically given to 
cover periods of receipt of carer’s allowance.  

The person concerned will not reach State pension age until 2025.  It is important to note 
that State pension entitlements are assessed on the basis of the eligibility conditions applicable 
on the date the applicant reaches pension age.  However, in order to assist her in assessing her 
possible future State pension entitlements, she is being forwarded a copy of her PRSI record, 
which is a full representation of her social insurance contribution record as currently held by the 
Department, together with information explaining how entitlement to State pension is currently 
assessed.  The Department’s website www.welfare.ie  also provides comprehensive information 
in relation to State pension entitlements.

Disability Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRR00900329. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied)  [39552/13]

24/09/2013WRR01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
5th September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 330 withdrawn.

Invalidity Pension Appeals

24/09/2013WRR01200331. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for 
invalidity pension will be dealt with in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo. 
[39622/13]

24/09/2013WRR01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
20th September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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Job Initiatives

24/09/2013WRR01400332. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection the incentives 
that exist for a farmer considering taking on a farm labourer, who is on jobseeker’s allowance 
on a part-time basis; the repercussions for someone on jobseeker’s allowance, who is also re-
ceiving rent supplement, if they were to take up a job, one, two or five days a week; if there is a 
transition period in terms of moving from unemployment to part-time employment; if a farmer 
could take on someone on jobbridge or if there are other such schemes available to reactivate 
someone into the jobs market; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39624/13]

24/09/2013WRR01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government provides a range 
of other supports across various Departments and agencies to meet the objectives set out in 
Pathways to Work and the Action Plan for Jobs.  JobsPlus is the IS Department primary incen-
tive to encourage employers to expand their work forces by focusing recruitment on those on 
the Live Register.  Both JobsPlus and JobBridge are open to all employers in the private (in-
cluding commercial semi-state), community, not-for-profit and voluntary sectors.  

In order to qualify for access to JobsPlus, an employer must be a legal entity and/or a char-
ity recognised by the Revenue Commissioners (with a CHY number) and registered with the 
Revenue Commissioners as a PAYE employer. Other legally recognised forms of business are 
eligible, including partnerships, sole traders, trusts and unincorporated bodies provided these 
are recognised by the Revenue Commissioners and are registered as a PAYE employer.  The re-
quirement is similar for JobBridge but the employer must have a minimum of one full time em-
ployee who is employed for 30 hours or more per week (i.e. on payroll and subject to PAYE and 
PRSI).  JobsPlus will support new employment opportunities where the employer is prepared to 
offer full time employment of at least 30 hours per week, spanning at least four days per week.

It is not always possible to provide a definitive position with respect to the repercussions 
for a jobseeker of taking up employment given the interaction of personal and family circum-
stances with a range of schemes and benefits.  With respect to rent supplement, jobseekers may 
retain an entitlement, subject to a means test, while engaged in full-time employment as long as 
they are eligible for housing support under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). 

Full details for each programme are set out in JobsPlus.ie and JobBridge.ie and specific 
enquiries can be made directly with the Department’s national network of offices.

Question No. 333 withdrawn.

24/09/2013WRR01650Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRR01700334. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway may expect to receive a decision regarding an appeal on the 
farm assist payment they were awarded. [39634/13]

24/09/2013WRR01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned appealed 
the means assessed against his Farm Assist payment and, as is procedure with appeals of as-
sessments, his file was returned to the Social Welfare Inspector for review.  This review is now 
complete and the means assessment has been revised.

His rate of payment has been adjusted and any arrears due to him will issue as soon as pos-
sible.
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Carer’s Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRR01900335. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39637/13]

24/09/2013WRR02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28th May 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 16th   August 2013 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

24/09/2013WRR02050Fuel Allowance Payments

24/09/2013WRR02100336. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will commit to 
maintaining the fuel allowance at its current rate; if she will consider allowing a mechanism to 
receive two lump sum payments across the year for those receiving home heating oil; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39643/13]

24/09/2013WRR02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The national fuel allowance scheme 
assists householders on long-term social welfare with meeting the cost of their heating needs 
during the winter season.  The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s normal 
heating expenses. It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Fuel allowance is currently paid 
at €20 per week during the winter season.  Some 410,000 customers receive the fuel allowance 
at an annual cost of €211 million.  Any changes in regard to the fuel allowance will be made in 
the context of Budget 2014 and there have been no decisions made at this stage.

The issue of paying the fuel allowance as a lump sum has been examined and it could cre-
ate a number of difficulties for recipients. In particular, if the payment were given in advance 
as a lump sum, there could be significant over-payments if a recipient’s circumstances were to 
change during the payment season.  If it were paid in arrears, it obviously would create further 
budgeting difficulties for individuals and their families.  

Many energy companies, including oil suppliers, provide budget facilities for making pay-
ment by monthly instalment over a period of time which allows people to plan and budget for 
fuel expenses.  I am satisfied that this arrangement is sufficient to meet the needs of customers.

 

Budget Submissions

24/09/2013WRR02300337. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing the concerns of an organisation (details supplied) in County Wicklow that they will not be 
exempt from the public service broadcast charge as they are presently exempt from payment of 
the TV licence; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39650/13]
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24/09/2013WRR02400338. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the concerns of an organisation (details supplied) in County Wicklow that there will be cuts in 
the free travel pass; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39651/13]

24/09/2013WRR02500340. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a submission to Budget 2014 (details supplied) highlighting concerns regarding energy hard-
ship being experienced by older people particularly those living alone; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39664/13]

24/09/2013WRR02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
337, 338 and 340 together. 

The issues raised in these PQs are contained in a budget submission received from the 
Wicklow Active Retirement Association.  As I have stated on a number of occasions, there are 
considerable challenges ahead to protect, as far as possible, the key income supports provided 
by my Department which impact in some way on the lives of almost every person in the State.  
As part of the deliberative process for the budget, my Department will review all of the submis-
sions made, analyse all schemes, and in so far as possible, the distributive and poverty impact 
of possible welfare changes.  No decisions have been made at this time with regard to the many 
issues raised in this submission concerning the upcoming Budget.

Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

24/09/2013WRR02700339. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to the 
changes in the VTOS and back to education allowance qualifications which were brought in in 
August, without any notification and which said changes will have detrimental effect on per-
sons who are upskilling and as a consequence will be unable to part take in any course, a large 
number of persons have been accepted into courses since May and now as a result of these 
changes, they are unable to take up the placement; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [39654/13]

24/09/2013WRR02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance 
(BTEA) is a second chance education opportunities scheme. 

The numbers availing of BTEA and the associated cost of the scheme has risen dramatically 
in recent years.  Numbers for the current 2012/13 academic year are 25,961 which represents a 
191% increase on the 2007/08 numbers.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, managing expenditure demands for 2013 and beyond poses 
difficult challenges and requires a critical analysis of all expenditure items.  Budget 2013 pro-
vided for the cessation of the €300 cost of education allowance for new and existing BTEA 
participants from January 1st 2013.  From January 1st 2013, the practice of uprating those on 
means reduced social welfare payments up to the maximum personal rate of €188 per week was 
discontinued for new entrants only.  A new maximum rate of €160 per week for persons under 
25 year olds on a jobseekers payment who commence BTEA after 1st January 2013 was also in-
troduced.  Those receive a BTEA payment before 1st January 2013 and who are progressing, or 
who are in mid-course are not be affected by these changes.  All changes to the BTEA scheme 
were published in various publications and the Department’s website since January 2013 and 
were subject to debate in this House. 

The BTEA scheme remains an attractive scheme for social welfare recipients who wish to 
further their education and pursue qualifications.  A significant majority of those entering BTEA 
are in receipt of the maximum personal rate of payment of €188 per week, which compares 
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favourably with other State funded supports for those pursuing education. The priority for this 
Department is that BTEA will be focused, targeted and suitable for the needs of the unemployed 
and the labour market in the future. 

The Department of Education and Skills has responsibility for the VTOS scheme operated 
through local Education and Training Boards.

Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 337.

24/09/2013WRR02950Technical Employment Support Grant Eligibility

24/09/2013WRR03000341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an 
employment technical support grant has not been offered to a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39669/13]

24/09/2013WRR03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The technical employment sup-
port grant can be made available to jobseekers who are in receipt of certain specified welfare 
payments.

As the person concerned is not in receipt of any of the specified welfare payments in her 
own right, she does not qualify for the grant.  However, her husband is currently in receipt of a 
jobseekers allowance payment and he may be in a position to transfer his eligibility to her and 
she has been advised of this option.

Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

24/09/2013WRR03200342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility for 
back to education allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who has 
not received any funding assistance in the past and who is commencing a third level course this 
coming academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39678/13]

24/09/2013WRR03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): To qualify for the back to educa-
tion allowance, a person must attend a full time course of education which will lead to a higher 
qualification on the National Framework of Qualifications than that already held.  As the person 
concerned is already the holder of a level 8 degree and had applied to partake in another level 8 
degree course his application for the back to education allowance was disallowed.

24/09/2013WRS00200Rural Social Scheme Data

24/09/2013WRS00300343. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
breakdown in tabular form of the 2,600 participants and 130 supervisors in the rural social 
scheme across the 35 implementing bodies nationwide.  [39697/13]

24/09/2013WRS00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rural social scheme (RSS) 
has operated since May 2004 with the aim of providing income support for farmers and fisher-
men/women in receipt of specified, long-term social welfare payments.  The work undertaken 
by participants supports the provision of services of benefit to rural communities.  The RSS 
currently funds the engagement of 2,600 participants and 130 supervisors.  The allocation of 
participants is based on the distribution of Farm Assist beneficiaries in the operational areas ser-
viced by the implementing bodies.  The following table provides a breakdown of the allocation 
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of participants and supervisors across the 35 implementing bodies nationwide.

Company Name Participant Quota Supervisor Quota
Avondhu/Blackwater Part-
nership Ltd.

17 1

Ballyhoura Development 
Ltd.

47 2

Breffni Integrated Ltd. 80 4
Carlow County Develop-
ment Partnership Ltd.

18 1

Cill Dara ar Aghaidh 
Teoranta

22 1

Clare Local Development 
Co. Ltd.

117 6

County Wicklow Partnership 20 1
Comhar na nOileán Teoranta 20 0
County Kilkenny LEADER 
Partnership Company Ltd.

19 1

County Sligo LEADER 
Partnership Co. Ltd.

124 6

Donegal Local Development 
Company Ltd.

76 4

FORUM Connemara Ltd. 14 1
Galway Rural Development 
Co. Ltd.

156 8

Inishowen Development 
Partnership

30 2

IRD Duhallow Ltd. 58 3
Laois Community and En-
terprise Development Co. 
Ltd.

25 1

Leitrim Integrated Develop-
ment Company Ltd.

100 5

Longford Community Re-
sources

55 3

Louth LEADER Partnership 10 0
Meath Community Rural & 
Social Development Partner-
ship Ltd.

16 1

Monaghan Integrated Devel-
opment Ltd.

40 2

North and East Kerry 
LEADER Partnership Teo. 

89 5

Mayo North East  LEADER 
Partnership Co. Teo.

221 11

North Tipperary LEADER 
Partnership

37 2
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Company Name Participant Quota Supervisor Quota
Offaly Integrated Local De-
velopment Company Ltd.

52 3

Roscommon Integrated De-
velopment Company Ltd.

149 7

South and East Cork Area 
Development

8 1

South Kerry Development 
Partnership Ltd.

138 7

South Tipperary Develop-
ment Company Ltd.

26 1

South West Mayo Develop-
ment Company Ltd.

191 10

Údarás na Gaeltachta 437 21
Waterford LEADER Part-
nership Ltd.

12 0

West Cork Development 
Partnership Ltd.

68 3

West Limerick Resources 36 2
Westmeath Community De-
velopment Ltd. 

33 2

Wexford Local Development 39 2
Totals 2600 130

24/09/2013WRS00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

24/09/2013WRS00600344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when 
carer’s allowance will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39698/13]

24/09/2013WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 20th May 2013. 
The medical assessment has been completed. The application is currently with a social welfare 
investigative officer for assessment of means and of the level of care being provided and confir-
mation that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. Once the investiga-
tive officer has completed and submitted the report a deciding officer will make a full decision. 
The application will be processed as quickly as possible and when a decision is made the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome

24/09/2013WRS00800Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRS00900345. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39702/13]

24/09/2013WRS01000349. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17. 
[39792/13]
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24/09/2013WRS01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
345 and 349 together. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
was registered in that office on 23 August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals 
process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding 
Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 18 September 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

24/09/2013WRS01200Disability Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRS01300346. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date on an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39743/13]

24/09/2013WRS01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 2 
September 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

24/09/2013WRS01500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRS01600347. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on the review of further information submitted in support of a carer’s allowance ap-
peal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39789/13]

24/09/2013WRS01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision on 22 
July 2013.    Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed in the light of additional evidence or new facts. 

The person concerned submitted additional evidence and her file was referred back to the 
Appeals Officer on 3 September 2013 who has agreed to review her decision.  The person con-
cerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.
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24/09/2013WRS01800Community Employment Schemes Review

24/09/2013WRS01900348. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will defend 
community employment schemes in the context of budget 2014; if she will guarantee that no 
further cuts will be imposed upon community employment schemes in view of the severe cuts 
previously imposed; her views on whether community employment schemes are an important 
initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39790/13]

24/09/2013WRS02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Community Employment (CE) is 
the largest employment programme administered by the Department and forms an important 
pillar in the strategy for returning long-term unemployed people to the open labour market.  
There are 25,300 places (including supervisory positions) which is an increase of 2,000 places 
over 2012.  The budget for 2013 is circa €351m.

CE is an important initiative in addressing the multiple needs of people who are experienc-
ing a range of social and economic issues.  It does this through the provision of opportunities 
within local communities to gain work experience and training qualifications, while at the same 
time, supporting the delivery of important services to communities. 

There has been a re-focus of the CE Programme over the past two years.  The broad policy 
direction for CE in 2013 and future years will be based on the main action points coming from 
the CE Financial Review, the Review of Employment Supports and Government Policy State-
ment ‘ Pathways to Work’.  The primary objective for CE is to ensure that it is fit for purpose in 
providing valuable work experience and learning opportunities with supports to a broad cross-
section of individuals who, otherwise, would experience great difficulty in accessing  employ-
ment.

Question No. 349 answered with Question No. 345.

24/09/2013WRS02200Community Welfare Services

24/09/2013WRS02300350. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on whether it 
is appropriate that citizens requiring social welfare assistance from the community welfare ser-
vice in large parts of County Galway must now travel distances of over 60 km; and her views 
on whether such an eventuality would be tolerated in Dublin constituencies.  [39793/13]

24/09/2013WRS02350352. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider the 
provision of a community welfare service clinic at the Social Welfare Local Office in An Ceath-
rú Rua in County Galway for the south Connemara area.  [39795/13]

24/09/2013WRS02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
350 and 352 together. 

Under the Government’s Pathways to Work Programme, my Department is committed to 
providing opportunities, support and assistance to the approximately 420,000 people on the 
Live Register. It is planned to do this through intensifying the Department’s level of engage-
ment with people who are unemployed and, in particular, those who are, or become, long term 
unemployed.  In order to deliver on this commitment, it is necessary to redeploy 300 staff 
throughout the country from other services to activation case officer roles before the end of this 
year.

Accordingly, in the coming months, up to 20 staff, drawn primarily from the Department’s 
community welfare service, social welfare inspectors, and community services, will take up 
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new roles as activation case officers in County Galway.  These changes, which are largely predi-
cated on the rationalisation of the community welfare service clinics, will increase activation 
case officer numbers across the county from 13 to 33 staff.

It is in this context that a decision was made to relocate community welfare services from 
Connemara to Galway City and Clifden.  Staff based in An Spideál and An Ceathrú Rua will 
relocate to Galway City while services based in Cill Chiaran will relocate to Clifden with effect 
from 30th September 2013.

I am very conscious of the need to provide effective and efficient customer facing services at 
a local level for customers of the Department.  Customers in these areas will be encouraged to 
contact the service by phone, email or post in the first instance and, in most cases, their queries 
will be answered without them having to attend a public clinic in Galway City or Clifden.  If 
a customer is unable to travel to Galway City or Clifden, for example due to illness, an officer 
can arrange a visit to the customer’s home, if necessary.

As part of the relocation of community welfare services to Galway City and Clifden, the 
frequency of available public clinics is being increased to five days per week in Galway and to 
three days per week in Clifden.  In addition, the number of staff available to these clinics will 
be increased giving customers improved access to services there.

State Pension (Contributory) Appeals

24/09/2013WRT00300351. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a decision on a qualified adult payment on a State pension contribu-
tory in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39794/13]

24/09/2013WRT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 18th June 
2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 350.

Community Welfare Services

24/09/2013WRT00700353. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will publish the 
criteria upon which the decision to reorganise her Department’s community welfare assistance 
structure was taken; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39796/13]

24/09/2013WRT00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A key objective of the transfer of 
the Community Welfare Service from the Health Service Executive to the Department on 1st 
October 2011 was to provide a more streamlined and consistent service to the customer.
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The criteria upon which the Department is examining the operation of all its services across 
its remit, including the Community Welfare Service, is in the context of the Pathways to Work 
commitments and the development of Intreo services nationally.  The Pathways to Work Pro-
gramme includes the provision of opportunities, support and assistance to unemployed people 
by intensifying the Department’s level of engagement with them, in particular, those who are, 
or become, long-term unemployed.  The Intreo service delivery model offers practical, tailored 
employment services and supports for jobseekers and this new service model, which is more 
efficient in its delivery, is currently being rolled out across the country. It is expected that three 
hundred staff will be redeployed to these activities by the end of the year.

Overall, this will result in a rebalancing of resources across the Department’s range of ac-
tivities – payment processing, control and activation including the relocation of some staff to 
main centres, primarily Intreo offices, where a full range of services will be available in one 
location. It has therefore been necessary to review the administration of the community welfare 
service with the result that clinics are being restructured with smaller clinics consolidated into 
larger centres.  Criteria considered by management in making such decisions include the dis-
tance between clinics, available transport, the number of customers attending clinics, times and 
duration of clinics while continuing to ensure that best use is made of available resources and 
that an efficient service is provided to those who rely on the service.

Where the service has been restructured the frequency of clinics has being increased provid-
ing customers improved access to services.  Alternative arrangements have been put in place 
to ensure that customers are provided with on-going access to the supports provided by the 
community welfare service.  If a person is unable to travel to a new clinic, for example due to 
illness, alternative arrangements are in place including arranging a visit to the client’s home if 
necessary.

I am very conscious of the need to provide efficient and effective customer facing services 
at a local level for clients of the Department. It is therefore essential that the services provided 
are reconstituted to meet the changing needs of Irish society.

  Question No. 354 answered with Question No. 307.

24/09/2013WRT01000Teanga Gaeilge

24/09/2013WRT01100355. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Kyne den Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí an féidir léi a chinntiú go 
mbeidh na seirbhísí poiblí a sholáthraíonn an Roinn chomh maith leis an tSeirbhís Leasa Pobail 
ar fáil trí mheán na Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39805/13]

24/09/2013WRT01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Geallann mo Roinnse (an tSeirb-
hís Leasa Pobail san áireamh) seirbhís ardchaighdeáin a chur ar fáil do chustaiméirí i nGaeilge 
agus i mBéarla.  Chuige sin tá raon foirmeacha, bileog agus doiciméad eile ar fáil i nGaeilge 
agus i mBéarla ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne www.welfare.ie.  Tá an Roinn lándáiríre faoi 
oiliúint agus forbairt leanúnach a chur ar an bhfoireann chun gur féidir seirbhís Ghaeilge a 
chur ar fáil.  Tá tacaíochtaí éagsúla ar fáil chun na scileanna agus an fhéinmhuinín riachtanach 
a thabhairt don fhoireann líne thosaigh chun seirbhís Ghaeilge ar ardchaighdeán a chur ar fáil 
do chustaiméirí – ar an bhfón, i litreacha agus duine le duine. Nuair a scríobhann custaiméir 
chugainn i nGaeilge, is i nGaeilge a fhreagraítear an custaiméir sin. Ach i ngeall ar a mhéad 
oifigí móra atá ag an Roinn, ní féidir ball foirne (atá líofa go leor chun déileáil le custaiméir i 
nGaeilge) a bheith ar fáil i gcónaí i ngach ceann díobh. Nuair nach mbíonn ball foirne mar sin 
ar fáil, is é an nós coinne a thairiscint don chustaiméir le ball foirne a bheidh in ann déileáil leis 
nó léi as Gaeilge. De rogha air sin, cuirtear seirbhís ateangaire ar fáil, i bhfoirm glao gutháin trí 
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chainteoir.

24/09/2013WRT01300Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

24/09/2013WRT01400356. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an appeal for jobseeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied); if she will 
expedite same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39808/13]

24/09/2013WRT01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14th 
August 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10th September 
2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 357 withdrawn.

24/09/2013WRT01700Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

24/09/2013WRT01800358. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the disallowance of a claim for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Westmeath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39854/13]

24/09/2013WRT01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision on 6th 
August 2013.  Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed in the light of additional evidence or new facts.

As the person concerned submitted additional evidence, the Appeals Officer agreed to re-
view the case. However I am advised that the Appeals Officer, having completed this review, 
has decided that a revision of his original decision is not warranted.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

24/09/2013WRT02000National Memorial Days

24/09/2013WRT02100359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the proposals to declare a Daniel O’Connell National Memorial Day following on from the 
very successful Daniel O’Connell Heritage Summer School that was held in Derrynane, Caher-
civeen in recent weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39104/13]

24/09/2013WRT02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Daniel 
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O’Connell was the foremost constitutional parliamentarian of his age. His mass mobilisation 
of the Irish people with a view to the peaceful advancement of their cause through the parlia-
mentary process was an inspirational template followed by many in later years. Not only ‘The 
Liberator’ to his people, O’Connell was also a leading figure in the development of democracy 
and human rights in Europe and beyond.  The vision and achievements of Daniel O’Connell 
distinguish him as one the greatest Irishmen and I hold him in enormous personal regard. I am 
keen to promote awareness of the life and work of O’Connell and to encourage research and 
debate on topics relevant to that legacy.

In addition to the Summer School event to which the Deputy refers, there is an increasing 
number of annual and other events commemorating Daniel O’Connell that I have been pleased 
to support.  Working with Glasnevin Trust, I was a partner in the introduction some years ago 
of an annual commemoration at the O’Connell mausoleum each May.  Supported by the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, the County Mayor of Kerry, the O’Connell Schools, the O’Connell family 
and many others – including the British Embassy - this annual occasion has grown to include 
a Memorial Mass in the Church of St Andrew at Westland Row, Dublin 2 (of which O’Connell 
was a benefactor), and a Memorial Lecture organised by Glasnevin Trust on a topical theme. As 
the coming year is the bi-centenary of the birth of Thomas Davis, the programme will consider 
the relationship between O’Connell and the Young Ireland movement.

I have also been working with the Office of Public Works in relation to events at Derrynane, 
Co Kerry, to promote the consciousness of O’Connell.  A special event there in September 2012 
considered the European perspective on O’Connell and his significant influence on the African-
American, Frederick Douglass.

In the absence of any framework or tradition for the official designation of National Memo-
rial Days in respect of Irish persons of historic achievement and renown, I welcome the com-
mitment that brings people together to organise such commemorations and consideration of 
O’Connell.  With this enthusiastic interest and support, the memory of Daniel O’Connell will 
not fade from the national consciousness.

24/09/2013WRT02300Official Engagements

24/09/2013WRT02400360. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of times that An Taoiseach has hosted visiting dignitaries at the National Gallery, the Na-
tional Museum, the National History Museum, the National Library, the National Theatre at the 
Abbey and the National Concert Hall; the costs associated of each visit, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39121/13]

24/09/2013WRT02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty may be aware, the institutions referred to in the question are national cultural institutions 
operating under the auspices of my Department.  I have been informed that no such events have 
taken place at any of these institutions since March 2011.

24/09/2013WRT02600National Cultural Institutions

24/09/2013WRT02700361. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when the decision was made to provide material support to the redevelopment of a museum 
(details supplied) in Dublin 8; the amount that is budgeted in financial or design support; if his 
Department held any consultation with local residents regarding the redevelopment proposals; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39154/13]
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24/09/2013WRT02800362. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the persons that he, or officials from his Department, met with regarding the redevelopment 
proposals for a museum (details supplied) in Dublin 8; if he will provide a list of the trustees 
of the board of the museum, and a list of all meetings held and those in attendance with respect 
to any requests for State support for this redevelopment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [39155/13]

24/09/2013WRT02900363. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he requested that the Irish consulate in New York facilitate a fundraising event in its offices in 
May 2012 for the redevelopment of a museum (details supplied) in Dublin 8; the costs if any, 
that were covered by the Irish State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39157/13]

24/09/2013WRT03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 361 to 363, inclusive, together.

I refer the Deputy to my reply to his Questions Nos 751 and 752 of 18 September 2013.  
As I stated in that reply, the body referred to by the Deputy is an independent one. As Minister 
for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I have no statutory responsibility for it or its collection, 
although, as I indicated, my Department has provided some assistance to it since 2011 under the 
Local and Regional Museums Scheme.

With regard to the redevelopment proposals, while broad support for the project has been 
indicated on behalf of the Government, my Department has not been involved directly, nor am 
I aware of any meetings of the nature referred to taking place since my Department was estab-
lished.  

I have no role in relation to the appointment of trustees to the Board of the Museum.

With regard to the fundraising event referred to, the Deputy will appreciate that the business 
of the Irish consulate in New York is a matter for my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

24/09/2013WRT03100National Parks and Wildlife Service Issues

24/09/2013WRT03200364. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service will consent to a proposal (details supplied) and will grant 
the necessary permission to facilitate progress on the matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39774/13]

24/09/2013WRT03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment aims to be receptive to reasonable requests to facilitate neighbours of National Parks and 
has opened channels of communication to progress the matter with the person named by the 
Deputy.

24/09/2013WRT03400National Lottery Funding Disbursement

24/09/2013WRT03500365. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
views on whether natural heritage should be added to the list of activities for which lottery 
funding is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39824/13]

24/09/2013WRT03600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I raised this 
matter with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Mr Brendan How-
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lin, T.D., during discussions on the proposed new National Lottery Act 2013, which was signed 
into law on 14th of May last. I am happy to confirm that, following my request to the Minister, 
the ‘natural environment’ has been included in s.41(1) of the Act, as a potential beneficiary of 
money from the National Lottery.

24/09/2013WRT03700National Digital Strategy Implementation

24/09/2013WRT03800366. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the date for the roll-out of the e-commerce vouchers for small and medium-
sized businesses as outlined in the national digital strategy.  [39323/13]

24/09/2013WRT03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Trading Online Voucher Scheme was developed as part the National Digital Strategy and 
is one of the key disruptive reforms identified in the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs The aim of the 
scheme is to encourage small businesses to develop an online trading component to their busi-
ness in order to access the large and growing online market worldwide.

Vouchers of up to €2,500 (to be matched by own investment) will be made available to busi-
nesses through the scheme on a competitive basis. The scheme will be piloted before national 
rollout. The operational details for the piloting including the administrative arrangements, eli-
gibility criteria and application and monitoring processes are currently being finalised between 
my Department and the Department of Jobs Enterprise & Innovation. Once they are decided 
they will be published on my Department’s website at www.dcenr.ie/nds. It is envisaged that 
following the pilot the scheme would be rolled out nationally in 2014, with the aim of support-
ing 2,000 small businesses or micro enterprises to trade online over a 24 month period.   

24/09/2013WRT04000National Broadband Plan Implementation

24/09/2013WRT04100367. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the arrangements in place for the provision of broadband through the national broad-
band scheme for an area (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the persons who provided the 
scheme in that area; the up and down times for the said area; when inspections were carried out 
for this particular area and by whom were they carried out for the past 12 months; if data are 
available on up time and down time for the hours and days in between inspections; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39237/13]

24/09/2013WRT04200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, afford-
able, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme in September 
2007. Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with Hutchison 3G 
Ireland Ltd (trading as “3”), the NBS mobile wireless service currently offers minimum down-
load and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum conten-
tion ratio of 18:1. The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for 
technical reasons associated with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and 
upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio 
of 48:1.  My Department has well-established monitoring arrangements in place to ensure that 
the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users. Throughout the contract 
period, network utilisation and performance data is submitted by “3” to my Department on a 
monthly basis. The NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime 
on “3”, with significant financial consequences in the event that minimum specification service 
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levels are not met. The NBS contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive 
the minimum guaranteed service, as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they 
are entitled to service rebates.

As part of “3”’s network operations oversight, traffic and utilisation performance data, in-
cluding site availability across the entire NBS network, is reviewed by “3” on a continuous 
basis. Remedial action can be taken remotely or 3’s field engineering staff will resolve perfor-
mance issues at individual sites, depending on the nature of the incident.

Annual site maintenance inspections are carried out by “3” on each of its sites. With refer-
ence to the site which serves the area referred to by the Deputy, “3” have advised that it under-
went an annual inspection on 20 November last and no issues were found on that occasion. Its 
annual inspection this year is scheduled to take place before the end of this month.

I understand from “3” that this particular site has experienced a number of outages since the 
beginning of the year which is regrettable. A combination of planned and unplanned outages 
caused by technical and weather-related issues led to a number of separate service availability 
difficulties on the site. Details of the dates of the outages and their duration is set out below.

My Department liaises very closely with “3” to ensure that any issues relating to service 
performance, which are brought to its attention, are addressed as quickly as possible. While 
my Department has previously dealt with a small number of individual complaints from NBS 
customers in County Wicklow there is no evidence to suggest widespread poor quality perfor-
mance in the area.

In addition to the coverage monitoring referred to above, my Department periodically con-
ducts its own field tests of the service.

Date of Site Outage Duration 
18th January 2013 11.29hrs – 16.55hrs
5th February 2013 10:05hrs – 16:45hrs 

18:37hrs – 20:45hrs
8th February 2013 22:37hrs – 23:41hrs 
9th February 2013 18:37hrs – 22:05hrs
7th April 2013 10.21hrs – 22.40hrs
25th August to 27th August 2013. 22.51hrs on 25th to 19.24 on 27th August.
5th September 2013 00.47hrs – 07.12hrs
14th September to 16th September 2013 18.35 hrs on 14th to 23.07hrs on 16th Sep-

tember.

EU Meetings

24/09/2013WRU00200368. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the parameters of the discussions held with EU ministerial colleagues at the Informal 
Energy Council in Vilnius, Lithuania on 19 and 20 September 2013; the agreements reached; if 
he will provide an update on matters discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39292/13]

24/09/2013WRU00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Energy Ministers from EU Member States met in Vilnius on 19 and 20 September. The informal 
meeting of the Council of Energy Ministers discussed topics relevant to European energy policy. 
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Views were exchanged on (i) the actions and measures necessary for the timely completion of 
the EU Internal Energy Market (IEM) (ii) the strengthening of European unity in engagements 
with non-EU countries and organisations on important energy matters; and (iii) the evolving 
2030 EU Framework for climate and energy policies. These matters are crucial to increasing 
energy security, energy sustainability and competitiveness in the EU.

In terms of the actions and measures necessary for the timely completion of the EU Inter-
nal Energy Market (IEM), the discussion revolved around various challenges including: the 
completion of the Third EU Energy Package implementation in all Member States; the devel-
opment of energy infrastructure integrating energy islands; and empowering consumers in the 
retail markets. Implementation of the Third Package has already begun in Member States and 
Ministers reiterated their commitment to completing same. 

As regards external dimension of the EU energy policy, the European Commission present-
ed a review of progress since 2011 when Member States agreed certain measures to strengthen 
the external dimension of energy policy. Member States reiterated their desire to continue to 
coordinate EU external energy policy actions in order to tackle high energy costs collectively.

The participants also had the opportunity to hear a presentation on the outcome of the Com-
mission’s public consultation on the 2030 EU Framework for climate and energy policies. A 
key focus of the discussion was future targets – the type (Carbon, Renewable, Energy Effi-
ciency), nature and level of targets and how potential targets might interact.   

24/09/2013WRU00400Energy Schemes Issues

24/09/2013WRU00500369. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the funding made available to the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland under the 
better energy warmer homes area based programme 2013; the authorities that received fund-
ing and the level of same; the amount that has been drawn down by each authority to date; 
the amount that remains under each allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39293/13]

24/09/2013WRU00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme is administered by the SEAI under the Better En-
ergy Programme and provides energy efficiency measures targeted at low income homeowners 
experiencing energy poverty. The scheme is primarily delivered through Community Based 
Organisations augmented by a panel of private contractors. Homes are also addressed on an 
area-based approach through a separate strand. 

An area based pilot was first introduced in 2012 under the Affordable Energy Strategy to 
target homeowners experiencing extreme energy poverty and successfully disbursed €4 million 
in Exchequer funding. The approach has been extended in 2013 with €6 million of Exchequer 
funding being allocated. 

The call for applications closed at the end of April with 66 applications received. Following 
evaluation 37 projects were offered grants totalling €7.47m. The 37 projects approved include 
substantial retrofits to almost 3,000 homes in all housing sectors including Local Authority, 
Housing Association and private homes. To date, 1,250 homes have been completed under four 
projects, with a further 22 projects fully active on site. No funding has yet been drawn down in 
respect of the projects that received grant offers. Monitoring and evaluation of each project is 
currently underway by the SEAI to ensure that all monies allocated were spent appropriately. 
Payments will be made by the SEAI once these evaluations are competed. The list of grants of-
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fered under the Area Based Scheme 2013 is set out in the following table.

Project Title Authority Grant Amount
Clar ICH Warmer Homes 
Area Based

Clar ICH Ltd 318,875.00

Kerry Local Authorities 
Area Based Application 
2013

Tralee Town Council 672,957.00

Monaghan Area Scheme Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

87,978.20

Wexford Town Area Scheme Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

224,608.90

Dublin City Area Scheme Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

208,868.50

Navan Area Scheme Appli-
cation

Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

158,426.20

Birr Area Based Project Roscommon Leader Partner-
ship

100,635.90

Kingspan Energy - Warmer 
Homes Area Scheme - 
County Clare

Kingspan Century T/a King-
span Energy

128,130.31

Cork City Council 155 Nce Insulation 300,000.00
Arann Islands Nce Insulation 473,859.79
New Ross Town Council Nce Insulation 102,763.81
Athlone Area Based Project Roscommon Leader Partner-

ship
140,148.76

Cavan Town Applicaton Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

92,582.20

Tipperary Local Authorities Leetherm Project Manage-
ment

500,000.00

Bray Sample Document Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

54,136.90

Kingspan Energy - Warmer 
Area Scheme - Ballinasloe 
Co.Galway

Kingspan Century T/a King-
span Energy

77,590.00

CES 2013 ABP 2 Carillion Energy Services 119,100.00
Dundalk East Energy Im-
provement Project

Dundalk Town Council 197,512.10

Kingspan Energy - Warmer 
Homes Area - Ennis Town

Kingspan Century T/a King-
span Energy

91,574.60

County Limerick Southill Development Co-op 232,816.94
Mountbolus Kingspan Century T/a King-

span Energy
9,830.56

Tipperary Local Authorities 
Project No 2

Leetherm Project Manage-
ment

509,495.00

NCE/Brothers of Charity EnviroBead Ltd. 159,766.50
Drishane View IRD DUHALLOW LTD 70,425.73
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Project Title Authority Grant Amount
South Dublin Co Co Retrofit Energy Ireland 

Limited
209,502.80

Cork City Council Nce Insulation 121,614.41
Dun Laoghaire Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 

County Council
251,220.00

Cois Sleibhe, Bray Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

147,734.53

Woodview Drive IRD DUHALLOW LTD 111,245.99
Cherry Orchard NABCO 623,183.54
Barry’s Place IRD DUHALLOW LTD 47,645.28
Sliabh Luachra IRD DUHALLOW LTD 22,631.22
Kingspan Energy - Better 
Energy Warmer Homes, 
Area Scheme in County 
Limerick

Kingspan Century T/a King-
span Energy

150,764.60

Southill Development Co-op Southill Development Co-op 110,000.00
Carillion 2013 ABP Carillion Energy Services 131,718.00
Airtricity Area Scheme Fin-
gal COCO

Airtricity 239,255.92

Donegal & Smart Energy Retrofit Energy Ireland 
Limited

271,581.04

24/09/2013WRU00700Public Service Broadcast Charge

24/09/2013WRU00800370. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the concerns of an organisation (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow that they will not be exempt from the public service broadcast charge as they are pres-
ently exempt from payment of the TV licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39649/13]

24/09/2013WRU00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 119 of 18 September 2013

24/09/2013WRU01000Oireachtas TV Service

24/09/2013WRU01100371. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources when Oireachtas TV will be broadcast by SAORVIEW.  [39659/13]

24/09/2013WRU01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The availability of Oireachtas TV on SAORVIEW is a matter for the Oireachtas in contract with 
RTÉ who owns the SAORVIEW network. 

Chapter 6, sections 125 and 126 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 make the necessary provi-
sion to allow the development of an Oireachtas TV channel to be known as the “Houses of 
the Oireachtas Channel” on the SAORVIEW TV network. This legislation provides that the 
channel should be established by the Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas and that the 
oversight of the channel should be the responsibility of the Joint Administration Committee, a 
joint committee of the Houses of the Oireachtas.
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The Commission of the Houses of the Oireachtas may enter into such contracts as are neces-
sary to establish and maintain the Houses of the Oireachtas Channel. In this context, I should 
mention that section 126 of the Act amends Schedule 1 of the Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission Act 2003 to enable the Commission to fund the channel and to meet all expenses in-
curred in this respect.

RTÉ has built, owns and controls the SAORVIEW TV network and is responsible for the 
roll-out, coverage and operation of that network. This is in accordance with Part 8 of the Broad-
casting Act 2009, which provides that the development of the RTÉ network is an operational 
matter for RTÉ. RTÉ has informed me that the network build has cost €70m and that there 
will be ongoing operational costs associated with the delivery of the SAORVIEW service. All 
broadcasters availing of SAORVIEW will pay their fair proportion of the associated costs.  

24/09/2013WRU01300Alternative Energy Projects

24/09/2013WRU01400372. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding applications with his Department for a wind farm in Dublin 
Bay and oil/gas drilling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39724/13]

24/09/2013WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Whilst there are no petroleum authorisations extant in 
respect of Dublin Bay, there are two authorisations in respect of areas in the nearby Kish Bank, 
namely: Standard Exploration Licence SEL2/11 held by Providence Resources Plc; and Licens-
ing Option LO10/2 held by Albativ Resources Ltd. My Department is not in receipt of a drilling 
proposal in respect of either of these authorisations.   

In relation to wind farms, statutory responsibility with regard to planning consents rests 
with the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government. As I have no role 
with regard to the independent process through which applications for planning permissions 
for renewable energy installations are considered, my Department does not deal with such ap-
plications.   

24/09/2013WRU01600Fisheries Protection

24/09/2013WRU01700373. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider re-opening commercial eel fishing in the Waterford region as 
stocks are above conservation limits (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39735/13]

24/09/2013WRU01800374. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the British Government is to retain its 
commercial eel fisheries as this activity is considered part of the fabric of rural life and tradi-
tion in the UK; his views on whether commercial eel fishing here is part of the fabric, culture 
and tradition of many traditional fishing families in Ireland who want to continue to practice an 
age old way of life; where stocks allow, if eel fisheries can be re-opened or set aside and put in 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39736/13]

24/09/2013WRU01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 373 and 374 together.

The European Union Eel regulation (1100/2007) was drafted in response to the endangered 
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status of the European Eel and required EU states, including Ireland, to develop Eel Manage-
ment Plans (EMPs). 

Ireland’s EMP was submitted to the EU in January 2009 and accepted by the EU in June 
2009. The plan outlined the main management actions aimed at reducing eel mortality and in-
creasing silver eel escapement to the sea. The four main management actions were:

- a cessation of the commercial eel fishery and closure of the market;

-  mitigation of the impact of hydropower, including a comprehensive trap and transport 
plan to be funded by the ESB;

-  ensuring upstream migration of juvenile eel at barriers; and

-  improvement of water quality.

I can advise that the overall requirement and objective is to provide, with high probability, 
a long-term 40% escapement to the sea of the biomass of silver eel, relative to pristine condi-
tions (i.e. if the stock had been completely free of man-made influences including commercial 
fishing).

The scientific advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
and Ireland’s Eel Management Group does not support any assertion that “stocks are above con-
servation limits”. In 2011, the status of the European Eel in Ireland was defined by the United 
Nations as critically endangered. 

The ICES advice is that the eel stock continues to decline and urgent action is needed. ICES 
advice is that all anthropogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydro-
power, pollution) should be reduced to as close to zero as possible until there is clear evidence 
that both recruitment and the adult stock are increasing. In 2011, glass eel recruitment fell to 
5% of their 1960-1979 level in the Atlantic region and less than 1% in the North Sea area, and 
showed no sign of recovery.

In Ireland, recruitment has been declining at many monitoring sites since the mid-1980s. In 
the 2000-2011 period, the glass eel catch in the Shannon was at 2% of the pre-1980 numbers. 
In summary, recruitment of glass eels and elvers remained extremely low during the 2009 to 
2011 period. It is anticipated that there will be a considerable decline in silver eel production, 
as indicated by recruitment history, yellow eel stock indicators and modelled projections for 
index stocks. 

In 2012, as required by the EU, a review of the management of Eel in Ireland was under-
taken. This process included a robust public consultation during which many issues were raised 
and considered. Full details of the outputs of the public consultation are available on the IFI 
web site. The European Commission will report on the review of all EMPs, including Ireland. 

While I recognise fully the difficulty facing eel fishermen, the review of scientific and man-
agement advice and inputs from the public consultation informed a decision to continue with 
the cessation of the commercial eel fishery and closure of the market for the period from 2012 
to 2015. Ireland’s EMP will be reviewed again in 2015. 

It is up to each jurisdiction, including the UK, to ensure that they are achieving 40% escape-
ment of silver eel biomass relative to pristine conditions. As already advised the review by the 
European Commission will evaluate all management plans including those of the UK. 

With regard to the Waterford region, I am advised that a survey of eel stocks was carried out 
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in the Waterford estuary in 2009 and 2011 as part of surveys of transitional or estuarine waters 
under Ireland’s EMP. The highest catch per unit effort values were recorded in the transitional 
waters of the Barrow/Nore/Suir. 

I am advised by IFI that low recapture of tagged eels most likely indicate high levels of 
movement within these transitional waters and make population estimation difficult. The cur-
rent data make it very challenging to provide an estimate of silver eel escapement/production 
for such a large transitional water body.

 Due to the difficulties in obtaining density estimates for eels in large water bodies and the 
migratory habits of eels moving upstream into the rivers and/or leaving the transitional water 
as silver eel, estimating silver eel escapement/production for transitional waters remains ex-
tremely challenging. I am advised by IFI that telemetry eel tagging studies undertaken in 2012, 
and continuing in 2013, will assist in giving a clearer indication of the movement habits of eels 
in estuaries and improve population density estimates. 

Given the challenges outlined above, the precautionary approach was also adopted, based 
on ICES advice and in accordance with the recommendations of the National Eel Working 
Group and the eel fishery in transitional and tidal waters was also ceased.

24/09/2013WRU02000Priory Hall Development

24/09/2013WRU02100375. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if and when Mr. Justice Finnegan ceased to conduct the resolution pro-
cess in relation to Priory Hall, Dublin 13; the reason a possible conclusion of the Priory Hall 
resolution process was not indicated in reply in this Deputy’s earlier questions.  [39158/13]

24/09/2013WRU02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply given to Questions Nos. 904, 953, 954, 957, 958 and 959 of 18 Sep-
tember 2013, which addresses the matter raised.   

24/09/2013WRU02300Motor Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRU02400376. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has calculated the expected rise in motor tax revenue following the 
recent legislation which closes the loop hole at the end of September this year whereby vehicle 
owners could avail of the non-use declaration when taxing their vehicles; the income receipts 
for July, August and September 2012 among local authorities nationwide compared to the same 
months in 2013.  [39486/13]

24/09/2013WRU02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The available estimates indicate that the abolition of the facility whereby vehicle owners 
can declare their vehicles off the road after the fact, which had become a loophole that facili-
tated the evasion of motor tax, could generate additional income of some €55m annually.   

Income receipts for July, August and September 2012 and for the corresponding months 
in 2013 (partial data for September 2013) are set out below. It should be noted that during the 
three month transition period provided for in the Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013, ending 
on 30 September 2013, the facility to declare a vehicle off the road retrospectively remains in 
place and that additional income generated for those months in 2013 is largely attributable to 
the increase in motor tax rates introduced in Budget 2013.   
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Motor Tax Receipts Euro
Gross motor tax receipts July 2012 €89,894,637 
Gross motor tax receipts July 2013 €99,452,326 
Gross motor tax receipts August 2012 €82,882,398 
Gross motor tax receipts August 2013 €86,787,773 
Gross motor tax receipts September 2012 €72,740,347 
Gross motor tax receipts September 2013 
(up to and including 20 September) 

€64,604,277 

 

24/09/2013WRU02600Plastic Bag Levy

24/09/2013WRU02700377. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form, the revenue raised from the plastic bag 
levy in each year since its inception; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39555/13]

24/09/2013WRU02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Receipts from the plastic bag levy for each year are published in the Environment Fund 
Annual Accounts. Copies of the Annual Accounts up to and including 2011 are available on my 
Department’s website (www.environ.ie ). The 2012 Annual Accounts will be published on my 
Department’s website in due course after they have been audited by the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General.   

Hedge and Tree Height Restrictions

24/09/2013WRU03000378. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government if he will consider the introduction of a minimum distance for landowners 
who plant trees on the boundaries of existing houses. [39167/13]

24/09/2013WRU03100404. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government his plans to introduce legislation or regulations regarding the height of hedg-
ing or trees that form a boundary fence and are blocking light to neighbouring residences; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39483/13]

24/09/2013WRU03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 378 and 404 together.

There is no legislation in Ireland regulating the height of trees and hedges. My Department 
understands that there is no right in Irish law to receive light in a garden and that, while there 
is a civil remedy of nuisance available in respect of the branches or roots of a neighbour’s trees 
encroaching on one’s property, there is no civil law remedy in respect of the loss of light in a 
garden due to a neighbour’s high trees or hedges.   

I currently have no plans to introduce legislation on this matter.   

24/09/2013WRU03300Flood Prevention Measures

24/09/2013WRU03400379. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the action he will take to deal with the silting up on the side of Bull Island close to 
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the traffic lights on the James Larkin Road, Raheny, Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39175/13]

24/09/2013WRU03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no responsibility for, or role in relation to , managing or dealing with silting on 
seafront areas or its consequences.   

24/09/2013WRU03600Water Meters Issues

24/09/2013WRU03700380. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment; Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the recent procurement 
contract for water meters may be illegal as it contravenes the Disability Act 2005, as the water 
meters are not accessible or user friendly for those who are visually impaired as they do not 
have a touch screen reader and that all public services are meant to be accessible for those with 
disabilities; and the steps he will take to correct same. [39183/13]

24/09/2013WRU03800385. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local 
Government if water metering charges for households joined in group water schemes on public 
water lines, which are in the process of being taken over by local authority, will householders 
be metered separately and qualify for the concessionary allowance of water; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39291/13]

24/09/2013WRU03900386. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government the way in which the new water company will handle group water schemes 
in respect of metering council sourced schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39294/13]

24/09/2013WRU04000410. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government the time-frame for the installation of water meters; the reason that such a 
time-frame was decided on; and if he has considered installing these meters over a shorter pe-
riod of time. [39732/13]

24/09/2013WRU04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 380, 385, 386 and 410 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment for the introduction of water charg-
es based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on 
usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Water Services Act 
2013 provides for the establishment of Irish Water as an independent subsidiary within the Bord 
Gáis Éireann Group and assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the wa-
ter metering programme. It is a matter for Irish Water to comply with all national and European 
legislation in the discharge of its functions.      

The installation programme commenced in August 2013 and will be implemented nation-
ally as quickly as possible. The approach to procurement has been structured by Irish Water to 
ensure that there are sufficient boundary boxes, meters and installation contracts available for 
deployment to allow for the ramping up of the programme above the initial level once work 
is underway. It is important that all of these works are carried out safely and to a high quality 
standard with the minimum disruption and I expect that Irish Water will monitor and supervise 
all works accordingly.

Responsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Programme, under 
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which funding is provided towards the capital costs of group water schemes, and of the subsidy 
scheme under which funding is provided towards the operational costs of group water schemes, 
has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  My Department will remain responsible for 
the overall policy and funding of the non-public water sector, including the group water sec-
tor.  Over the past decade, substantial improvements have been made in the group water sector, 
reflected in improved infrastructure and management and leading to greater compliance with 
drinking water standards.  This has been accomplished through a partnership approach between 
my Department, the local authorities and the group water sector itself, with the important in-
volvement of the National Federation of Group Water Schemes. This co-operative approach 
will be maintained as the reform of water services provision is progressed.   

Some group water schemes currently purchase water from water services authorities.  In 
such cases the distribution network remains under the control of the group scheme.  It is not 
intended that there will be any change to this arrangement when Irish Water assumes the water 
services responsibilities of the existing 34 water service authorities. 

24/09/2013WRU04200Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

24/09/2013WRU04300381. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if funding which has been allocated by his Department for works to connect an 
area to the public sewerage network (details supplied) in County Wicklow, will remain avail-
able if the local authority does not manage to complete the works by the end of 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39185/13]

24/09/2013WRU04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Newtownmountkennedy Sewerage Scheme – Network (Garden Village) contract is 
included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 (WSIP) as a 
contract to start during the lifetime of the Programme. This contract includes a proposal to con-
nect the Garden Village housing estate to the public sewerage network.   

My Department is currently awaiting further information from Wicklow County Council in 
relation to the Brief for the engagement of Consultants to progress the contract through plan-
ning and construction stages.   

It is intended that Irish Water will be responsible for the delivery of water services capital 
infrastructure from 1 January 2014. Irish Water is currently preparing a Capital Investment 
Plan for 2014-2015. This Plan will include taking account of the transition of projects that are 
included in the current WSIP into the new Investment Plan.   

24/09/2013WRU04500Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

24/09/2013WRU04600382. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will be made available for the upgrading of a sewerage scheme 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39196/13]

24/09/2013WRU04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Mayo. The Programme includes contracts under construction 
and to commence to the value of some €71 million in Co. Mayo during the period of the Pro-
gramme. However, the Claremorris Sewerage Scheme was not amongst the priority contracts 
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and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme. 

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth. A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Mayo County Council, in 
response to my Department’s request to authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their pro-
posals for new capital works in their areas. These were subsequently appraised in the Depart-
ment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by the 
authorities. Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to give 
way to others that were more strategically important at that time.   

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 was reviewed in 
mid-2011 and through this process, consideration was given to any newly emerging priority 
contracts and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No propos-
al for the Claremorris Sewerage Scheme was received from Mayo County Council in response 
to the review.   

24/09/2013WRU04800Water and Sewerage Scheme Grants

24/09/2013WRU04900383. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government if a house owner or local authority is responsible for leaks or sewerage 
blockages outside of a home owner’s boundary located on a public footpath or road; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39207/13]

24/09/2013WRU05000384. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and 
Local Government if there are grants available to assist home owners to replace leaking pipes 
or collapsed sewers where the problems occurs outside their boundary under a public footpath 
or road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39210/13]

24/09/2013WRU05100(Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 384 together.

Under the Water Services Act 2007, a property owner is only responsible for the mainte-
nance and replacement of any water or wastewater pipes, connections or distribution systems 
within the boundary of their premises.   Accordingly, a grant system for the replacement of 
leaking pipes outside a homeowner’s property would not be necessary. 

Questions Nos. 385 and 386 answered with Question No. 380.

Waste Management Issues

24/09/2013WRV00300387. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a national scheme will be proposed in the near future for a cans and bottles 
deposit return scheme, similar to what is in existence in other countries; if he has conducted a 
study in the past to see if such a scheme would be feasible here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39298/13]

24/09/2013WRV00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In June 2012, as part of a commitment in the Programme for Government to examine 
the introduction of a levy on packaging in conjunction with a waste reduction programme, I 
initiated a root and branch review of all aspects of the Producer Responsibility Initiative model 
in Ireland.   The aim of the review is to assess the nature and level of the challenges which are 
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currently facing the existing Producer Responsibility Agreements as well as the forthcoming 
challenges that are expected to arise in the management of various waste streams. My Depart-
ment also completed a consultation process with stakeholders on this issue. 

Following completion of the consultation process and the receipt of the consultant’s report, I 
decided, after careful consideration, not to proceed with the introduction of a packaging levy at 
this time.  The main reason for my decision is that the introduction of a packaging levy is likely 
to generate a number of regulatory costs to business and the public sector with few identifiable 
benefits, given our very successful packaging recovery and recycling performance to date in 
Ireland. 

In addition, the consultant’s report does not recommend the introduction of a Deposit and 
Refund scheme as to establish such a scheme is inappropriate, in view of the operation of the 
existing packaging scheme (Repak) and policies concerning household waste collection, plus 
the high administrative costs of introducing such a system. 

The consultant’s report is available on my Department’s website,  www.environ.ie. 

Foreshore Licences Applications

24/09/2013WRV00500388. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if an application for a foreshore licence will be further processed in respect 
of a club (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39305/13]

24/09/2013WRV00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This matter continues to be the subject of court proceed-
ings. However, efforts are underway to agree a settlement and the case was recently adjourned 
to facilitate consideration of the possible terms.   

Community Development Projects

24/09/2013WRV00700389. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application for funding to NEKD to provide funds 
for a community council (details supplied) in County Kerry to provide an all weather training 
pitch which would service the entire Dingle Peninsula; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39324/13]

24/09/2013WRV00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department continues to monitor the situation with regard to the allocation and draw-
down of funding under the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-
2013 (RDP). I advised all Local Development Companies (LDCs), including North and East 
Kerry Development (NEKD), of their revised Programme allocations in May 2013 and LDCs 
were given until 31 August to allocate any remaining available funding to ensure that all fund-
ing is allocated before the end of 2013. 

Currently there is approximately €27m in potential commitments for eligibility assessment 
with my Department and I envisage that this process will be complete by the end of October 
2013.  Following this, all LDCs, including NEKD, will be informed if there is any availability 
of unallocated funds with a view to reaching full programme commitment by the end of 2013.  

I understand that the project in question is under consideration by NEKD and as the LDC 
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is the principal decision maker in relation to project funding, it will be the responsibility of the 
LDC to determine what projects will be allocated funding should additional funding become 
available from this process.   

Local Authority Finances

24/09/2013WRV00900390. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide in tabular form the latest figures available for each local au-
thority of the amount they have on deposit; if he will provide in each case the date of obtaining 
this figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39328/13]

24/09/2013WRV01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Deposits held by local authorities comprise cash balances and short term bank invest-
ments. The amount held on deposit by each local authority at 31 December 2011, the latest year 
for which audited information is available, is set out below.   

 

Local Authority Total
Carlow County Council 15,979,041 
Cavan County Council 18,351,025 
Clare County Council 9,919,208 
Cork County Council 98,758,974 
Donegal County Council 16,589,807 
Fingal County Council 129,981,572 
D.Laoire/Rathdown County Council 135,740,627 
Galway County Council 56,279,486 
Kerry County Council 61,568,797 
Kildare County Council 50,640,667 
Kilkenny County Council 26,956,953 
Laois County Council 2,413,516 
Leitrim County Council 13,309,705 
Limerick County Council 16,208,883 
Longford County Council 19,501,237 
Louth County Council 14,550,479 
Mayo County Council 172,643 
Meath County Council 62,604,250 
Monaghan County Council 4,369,466 
Tipp NR County Council 33,081,635 
Offaly County Council 160,332 
Roscommon County Council 2,009,527 
Sligo County Council 3,170,928 
Sth Dublin County Council 31,136,499 
Tipp SR County Council 41,362,590 
Waterford County Council 5,811,253 
Westmeath County Council 14,596,781 
Wexford County Council 21,973,449 
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Local Authority Total
Wicklow County Council 36,264,246 
Cork City Council 41,401,325 
Dublin City Council 80,202,237 
Galway City Council 6,024,243 
Limerick City Council 23,856,362 
Waterford City Council 90,885 
Clonmel Borough Council 17,625,180 
Drogheda Borough Council 8,614,792 
Kilkenny Borough Council 403,361 
Sligo Borough Council 4,287,184 
Wexford Borough Council 3,390,419 
Arklow Town Council 5,692,497 
Athlone Town Council 3,228,119 
Athy Town Council 2,005,978 
Ballina Town Council 3,646,517 
Ballinasloe Town Council 21,931,009 
Birr Town Council 2,013,204 
Bray Town Council 19,263,038 
Buncrana Town Council 855,964 
Bundoran Town Council 5,476,860 
Carlow Town Council 10,201,612 
Carrick-on-suir Town Council 2,632,919 
Carrickmacross Town Council 2,530,440 
Cashel Town Council 4,222,107 
Castlebar Town Council 7,566,048 
Castleblaney Town Council 299,270 
Cavan Town Council 4,378,346 
Clonakilty Town Council 5,360,713 
Clones Town Council 230,935 
Cobh Town Council 513,074 
Dundalk Town Council 15,684,224 
Dungarvan Town Council 127 
Ennis Town Council 3,296,492 
Enniscorthy Town Council 4,070,416 
Fermoy Town Council 568,759 
Kells Town Council 180,159 
Killarney Town Council 11,502,848 
Kilrush Town Council 2,391,949 
Kinsale Town Council 1,129,244 
Letterkenny Town Council 0 
Listowel Town Council 2,516,303 
Longford Town Council 3,464,707 
Macroom Town Council 3,725,734 
Mallow Town Council 7,121,446 
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Local Authority Total
Midleton Town Council 9,871,562 
Monaghan Town Council 889,687 
Naas Town Council 9,172,116 
Navan Town Council 6,947,254 
Nenagh Town Council 2,676,471 
New Ross Town Council 1,714,796 
Skibbereen Town Council 2,894,547 
Templemore Town Council 2,524,474 
Thurles Town Council 12,833,362 
Tipperary Town Council 2,929,864 
Tralee Town Council 12,167,517 
Trim Town Council 0 
Tullamore Town Council 3,035,265 
Westport Town Council 4,970,930 
Wicklow Town Council 2,321,347 
Youghal Town Council 1,820,315 

Motor Tax Collection

24/09/2013WRV01100391. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the timeline of the end of September for the declaration of motor tax of 
vehicles being off the road could be extended for one month; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39373/13]

24/09/2013WRV01200413. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider extending the commencement date for the introduction of a new 
road tax regime for tractor and machine owners from 1 October 2013 to 1 January 2014; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39770/13]

24/09/2013WRV01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 391 and 413 together.  

The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 provides for a three month transition period from 
the commencement of the Act to allow motorists to bring their motor tax status up to date. 
The relevant provisions of the Act commenced on 1 July 2013 and, accordingly, will be fully 
in force from 1 October 2013; extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force has been 
given over the period since 1 July.  As precision is needed in taxation measures to provide cer-
tainty to those liable to pay the tax, the Act does not allow discretion to extend the deadline.  I 
do not consider it possible to introduce amending primary legislation to extend the deadline at 
this late stage, and indeed, it would be difficult to make the necessary technical adjustments to 
the National Vehicle and Driver File within the short timescale involved.   

Local Authority Housing Applications

24/09/2013WRV01400392. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason a person (details supplied) on disability allowance who has al-
ready been means tested to qualify for that benefit has to provide further proof of means from 
another country to apply for social housing in County Cork. [39394/13]
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24/09/2013WRV01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The primary purpose of social housing support is to en-
sure that persons and families who do not have sufficient resources to provide accommodation 
themselves are provided with adequate housing for their needs. The inclusion of a household 
by a housing authority on its list of qualified households is a matter for the housing authority 
concerned under the provisions of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 2009, the Social 
Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 and having regard to the particular circumstances of 
each case. I am precluded from becoming involved in individual cases.   

Regulation 22 of the 2011 Regulations provides that an applicant household for social hous-
ing support is ineligible for social housing support if a household member owns alternative ac-
commodation that could meet their needs, either through occupation or through the proceeds of 
selling that accommodation. Part 11 of the prescribed social housing application form therefore 
asks for information on applicants’ property ownership either in the State or abroad. 

In seeking to determine the eligibility for social housing support the housing authority may 
seek additional documentation from applicants. It is a matter for the local authority to determine 
what is required in individual cases.   The Department would expect that any such requests by 
a local authority would be appropriate having regard to the particular circumstances of the ap-
plicant.

Local Authority Funding

24/09/2013WRV01600393. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any consideration has been given to funding local authorities to carry out 
a full retrofit programme of insulation of their dilapidating housing stock to bring their BER up 
to an acceptable standard; if any such scheme will include at least double glazed windows and 
doors, attic insulation, draught excluders and possibly wall insulation. [39413/13]

24/09/2013WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are an estimated 25,000 older local authority dwell-
ings with low levels of energy performance due mainly to heat loss through the fabric of the 
building. On 5 June I announced details of a €50 million energy retrofitting measure for these 
25,000 local authority homes under the Government’s additional €150 million capital invest-
ment in the economy over 2013-2014. I subsequently notified allocations to local authorities 
totalling €10 million for spending this year on a suite of works to include roof, attic and wall 
insulation together with draught-proofing of windows and doors. Funding of €25 million in 
2014 and €15 million in 2015 will enable insulation retrofitting works to be completed on all 
25,000 properties. 

In cases where particular issues arise in relation to window or door replacement, local au-
thorities may carry out these works in conjunction with energy retrofitting works.     

Local Authority Housing Maintenance

24/09/2013WRV01800394. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the crisis in funding in Dublin City Coun-
cil regarding the replacement of broken windows and doors that has a waiting list of 18 months; 
if he will he consider a supplementary budget to allow them to clear this back log. [39414/13]

24/09/2013WRV01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Local authorities are responsible for the management and 
maintenance of their housing stock and for the preparation and implementation of planned 
maintenance programmes and pre-letting repairs to vacant houses. Responsive repairs to ten-
anted properties in Dublin City, including the replacement of broken windows and doors, are a 
matter for Dublin City Council. 

This year my Department is providing a total of €20 million to improve the energy ef-
ficiency of older local authority housing stock. €10 million of this will fund a broad range of 
energy retrofitting works while a further €10 million is being provided as part of a 3-year €50 
million programme to target the provision of wall and roof insulation in the 25,000 least energy 
efficient local authority homes. In cases where particular issues arise in relation to window 
and door replacement, local authorities may undertake these works in conjunction with energy 
retrofitting works.

Local Authority Housing Standards

24/09/2013WRV02000395. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the crisis in funding in Dublin City Coun-
cil regarding the progressing of disability adaptations of local authority homes including bed, 
bathroom extensions that have a long waiting list; if he will consider a supplementary budget to 
allow them to clear this backlog.  [39415/13]

24/09/2013WRV02100396. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the crisis in funding in Dublin City Coun-
cil regarding the progressing of applications for adaptations of local authority homes to address 
overcrowding that has a long waiting list; if he will consider a supplementary budget to allow 
them to clear this back log. [39416/13]

24/09/2013WRV02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 395 and 396 together.  

Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP), funding is provid-
ed to local authorities for a range of measures to improve the quality and standard of the social 
housing stock, including the regeneration of disadvantaged estates and flat complexes, estate-
wide remedial works, the energy retrofitting of older properties and the provision of adaptations 
and extensions to meet the specific needs of tenants.   

This year my Department is providing funding of over €62 million to Dublin City Council 
in respect of their 2013 social housing programme. This includes €31 million for regeneration 
projects and €9.8 million for remedial works projects. An allocation of €300,000 was specifi-
cally provided for extensions and adaptations to tenanted properties. 

Adaptations and extensions to properties may also be carried out as part of approved regen-
eration and remedial works schemes. In addition, local authorities may also address overcrowd-
ing and other specific housing needs in the context of the acquisition of built properties under 
SHIP. Last July I announced an allocation of so me €3.8 million to Dublin City Council for the 
acquisition of properties this year.   

Private Rented Accommodation Standards

24/09/2013WRV02300397. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
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and Local Government the progress made in ensuring that landlords in the private sector com-
ply with standard safety regulations; if any landlords have been struck off the Private Residen-
tial Tenancies Board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39435/13]

24/09/2013WRV02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are 
prescribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, and the Housing 
(Standards for Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 made under section 18 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.   These standards represent a significant im-
provement on those previously in place since 1993 and the revisions took account of comfort, 
hygiene and safety issues. The standards specify requirements in relation to a range of matters 
such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light and safety of gas 
and electrical supply.   

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authori-
ties have a strengthened, updated legislative and regulatory framework available to them which 
provides for the issuing of Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are in 
breach of their obligations under the regulations, and fines for continuing non-compliance with 
the regulations have also been significantly increased. 

Section 34 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 as amended by the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 , provides that any person who by act or omission, 
obstructs an authorised person in the lawful exercise of the powers in, or contravenes a provi-
sion of, or a regulation made under, section 17, 18 or 20 of the 1992 Act, or fails to comply 
with an improvement notice, or re-lets a house in breach of a prohibition notice, is guilty of an 
offence and is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.   If the obstruction, contravention, failure to comply 
or re-letting is continued after conviction the person is guilty of a further offence and is liable, 
on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €400 for each day of the offence under that Act.   

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
regulations. Responsibility for enforcing the regulations rests with the relevant local authority, 
supported by a dedicated stream of funding provided from part of the proceeds of tenancy reg-
istration fees collected by the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB). 

It is a matter for each individual local authority to decide the specific details of its enforce-
ment strategy and inspection arrangements. However, in discharging their responsibilities in 
relation to the rental sector, authorities have been asked to have regard to the Good Practice 
Guidelines for Local Authorities on Standards in the Private Rented Sector: Strategic Planning, 
Effective Enforcement published by the Centre for Housing Research in November 2007, which 
make a range of recommendations on relevant issues, including targeting inspection activities. 

Details of the number of inspections carried out and the a mounts paid to each local author-
ity are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.  In general, local authorities have 
significantly expanded their inspection activity with the number of inspections growing from 
6,815 in 2005 to 19,616 in 2012. 

Under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, landlords are required to apply to the PRTB to 
register a tenancy within one month of the commencement of the tenancy. The tenancy regis-
tration remains valid for the length of the tenancy, subject to a maximum of four years, and an 
existing tenancy must be re-registered where it has lasted more than four years. As landlords 
themselves are not registered with the PRTB the issue of striking off does not arise. 
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Regeneration Projects Funding

24/09/2013WRV02500398. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will meet or assist the residents of an estate (details supplied) in Dublin 
17 regarding regeneration of their homes. [39446/13]

24/09/2013WRV02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme, funding is provided to local authorities for a range of measures to improve the quality 
and standard of the social housing stock, including the regeneration of disadvantaged estates 
and flat complexes, estate-wide remedial works, the energy retrofitting of older properties and 
the provision of extensions and adaptations to meet the specific needs of tenants. 

This year, my Department is providing funding of over €62 million to Dublin City Council 
in respect of their 2013 social housing programme. This includes €31 million for regeneration 
projects in Ballymun and at a number of other locations in Dublin City. A further €9.8 million is 
being provided under the Remedial Works Scheme for the refurbishment of tenanted and vacant 
units in Liberty House and Bunratty. 

Having regard to the existing high level of commitments in respect of the regeneration and 
remedial works projects currently underway in Dublin City and elsewhere, my Department is 
not in a position at this time to provide funding for the remediation of properties in Buttercup 
Estate. I am, however, keeping the matter under review and I will consider the potential to 
progress the Buttercup Estate project in the light of the funding provision for the housing pro-
gramme in 2014. 

Water Charges Administration

24/09/2013WRV02700399. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government when he expects to receive the report on the economic regulatory 
framework for water services from the Commission for Energy Regulation; if this report will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39469/13]

24/09/2013WRV02800400. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he expects to receive the report on the affordability aspects of the 
provision of water services from the ESRI; if he will publish this report; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39470/13]

24/09/2013WRV02900401. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to follow the consumer protection in water services model 
similar to Northern Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales where an organisation separate to the 
economic regulator of water services is primarily responsible for protecting consumers of water 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39471/13]

24/09/2013WRV03000402. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will establish an independent Ombudsman to deal with individual 
complaints from consumers of water services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39472/13]

24/09/2013WRV03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 to 402, inclusive, together. 

The Programme for Government sets out a commitment for the introduction of water charg-
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es based on usage above a free allowance. The Government considers that charging based on 
usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has, therefore, decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies.  

The Government has also decided to assign responsibility for the economic regulation of the 
water sector, including the setting of charges, to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). 
The primary role of the Regulator will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure a 
consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them.  The Water Services Act 2013 
assigns to the CER the power to advise the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government on the development of policy regarding the regulation of the provision of water 
services and it is intended that full regulatory powers will be assigned to the CER in further 
legislation which is currently in preparation. The CER plans to undertake a public consultation 
on a proposed economic regulatory framework for water services later this year.   It is envisaged 
that, as part of its customer protection role, the CER will establish a dispute resolution service 
for customers of Irish Water. This approach is in line with the services CER already provide for 
customers in the energy sector. 

Earlier in 2013, the Economic and Social Research Institute ( ESRI ) prepared a study on 
behalf of my Department regarding affordability and the provision of water services in Ireland, 
and the study is currently under consideration.  It is intended that affordability issues will be ad-
dressed by my Department, in consultation with the Department of Social Protection, the CER, 
Irish Water and other stakeholders, in the context of developing a water pricing framework. The 
agreed approach to affordability issues will then be reflected in the charging structure estab-
lished by the CER. 

24/09/2013WRW00200Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

24/09/2013WRW00300403. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is considering re-introducing a further scheme in 2014 to financially 
assist home owners currently using their own waste water systems to connect into nearby town 
and village systems.  [39476/13]

24/09/2013WRW00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume the question refers to group sewerage schemes. 

Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes group 
sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. 

In December 2012, I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to 
€6,500 per house or 75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of 
grant available was €2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.   

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level. My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding under 
the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for pilot group sewerage schemes which might be 
viable based on the increased grant. 

Following an examination of the proposals received, with particular regard to the environ-
mental justification provided and the estimated costs, I have approved grant assistance towards 
pilot schemes in nine different counties.     

Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be reviewed in due course with a view to decid-
ing how best to proceed with the grant scheme. 
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  Question No. 404 answered with Question No. 378. 

24/09/2013WRW00600Local Authority Housing Provision

24/09/2013WRW00700405. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if consideration has been given to the current number of vacant local author-
ity houses awaiting remedial works including County Sligo where it is suggested that over 80 
units were empty awaiting essential works prior to re-letting; if he will consider specific fund-
ing to assist local authorities to turn around vacant units quickly to accommodate the housing 
waiting list. [39489/13]

24/09/2013WRW00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No . 931 of 18 September 
which sets out the position with regard to the funding of pre-letting repairs to local authority 
houses.   

24/09/2013WRW00900Departmental Staff Recruitment

24/09/2013WRW01000406. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of professional and administrative personnel, listed separately 
that are currently applied to the Spatial Planning Unit within his Department; if he is satisfied 
that adequate resources are applied to this brief; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39620/13]

24/09/2013WRW01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Planning Section of my Department has responsibility for spatial policy together 
with other planning policy matters. The Planning Section currently comprises a Principal Of-
ficer, four Assistant Principal Officers, three Higher Executive Officers, two Executive Officers, 
a Staff Officer and a Clerical Officer. The Planning Section is also supported by the Planning 
Inspectorate which currently consists of three Senior Advisers and a Planning Inspector. 

Staff are deployed across my Department to deal with a range of business needs and take 
account of emerging priorities. Staffing levels are kept under regular review in light of business 
needs.  I am satisfied that an appropriate level of staff is assigned to this function.   

24/09/2013WRW01200Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

24/09/2013WRW01300407. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government with regard to the non principal private residence charge, the recourse there 
may be for persons (details supplied) who are normally resident abroad and who own a private 
residence here, who were not aware of the need to pay the NPPR charge and who were not 
corresponded with directly regarding same, particularly regarding fines associated with non-
payment, in view of the fact that the persons concerned contacted the local authority to arrange 
to pay this charge and any arrears voluntarily.  [39648/13]

24/09/2013WRW01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 per annum and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant 
properties. It is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if 
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he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the Charge.   

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charges, and late payment fees due to it and all Charges and late payment fees imposed and 
payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority concerned. 

I have issued guidelines to local authorities in relation to the operation of the “care and 
management” provisions of the legislation, including in instances in which genuine hardship 
in having to discharge a liability in a single payment can be demonstrated. In such cases, local 
authorities may enter into payment arrangements for the discharge of outstanding liabilities in 
instalments over a specified period.   

This year will be the final year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charge. Since its introduction in 2009, the Charge has been an important source of revenue for 
local authorities and has funded the provision of vital local services.   

24/09/2013WRW01500Leader Programmes Expenditure

24/09/2013WRW01600408. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the remaining Learder funding available for allocation from 1 September to 31 De-
cember 2013 following the audit completed by his Department on 31 August 2013.  [39695/13]

24/09/2013WRW01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department continues to monitor the situation with regard to the allocation and draw-
down of funding under the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-
2013 (RDP). I advised all Local Development Companies (LDCs) of their revised Programme 
allocations in May 2013 and LDCs were given until 31 August to allocate any remaining avail-
able funding to ensure that all funding is allocated before the end of 2013. 

Currently there is approximately €27m in potential commitments with my Department for 
eligibility assessment and I envisage that this process will be complete by the end of October 
2013. Until the eligibility of these projects is verified I cannot confirm what, if any, funding will 
be available for reallocation. 

24/09/2013WRW01800Fire Stations Upgrade

24/09/2013WRW01900409. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will confirm if funding is to be made available for upgrades or work on a 
fire station (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39722/13]

24/09/2013WRW02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981. 

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guid-
ance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall fund-
ing available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire 
appliances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations. 
Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet has been identified as a key national priority for 
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the available capital funds.      

I recently announced the provision of funding for improvements to the Fire Station at Port-
law, Co. Waterford. A total of €175,000 will be made available under the 2014 Fire Services 
Capital Programme to facilitate this upgrade.   

  Question No. 410 answered with Question No. 380. 

24/09/2013WRW02200Proposed Legislation

24/09/2013WRW02300411. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to repeal or amend section 237A of the Local Government Act 
in order to further separate the roles and responsibilities of councillors and Members of the 
Oireachtas.  [39733/13]

24/09/2013WRW02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no plans to repeal or amend section 237A of the Local Government Act 2001. 

24/09/2013WRW02500Unfinished Housing Developments

24/09/2013WRW02600412. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will amend the unfinished housing estates waiver list for the household 
charge to include a housing estate (details supplied) in County Kildare, in view of the fact that 
this housing estate was included in a waiver list for the local property tax; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39737/13]

24/09/2013WRW02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the process of preparing the National Housing 
Development Survey 2011, local authorities provided details of all unfinished housing develop-
ments in their areas. The list of developments in which households are eligible for the waiver 
in 2012 is set out under the Local Government (Household Charge) (Amendment) Regulations 
2013. 

Unfinished housing developments were divided into four categories as follows: 

- Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, 
or where no serious public safety issues exist; 

- Category two, where a receiver has been appointed; 

- Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 
but effectively inactive; and 

- Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing seri-
ous problems for residents. 

This categorisation formed the basis for the list of those unfinished developments eligible 
for a waiver on the annual household charge. Only households in developments in categories 
three and four are eligible for the waiver from payment of the household charge.

An exemption from the local property tax applies to developments listed in the schedule to 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013. The list of unfinished housing develop-
ments eligible for the exemption was compiled by local authorities utilising the categorisation 
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employed for the purposes of the National Housing Survey 2012, which was carried out over 
the course of summer 2012 by my Department in conjunction with local authorities and the 
Housing Agency. 

The categorisation methodology for this survey was different to that which was used in 2011 
and which provided the basis for the waiver from the household charge. That earlier categorisa-
tion related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey was carried out and 
had less to do with the physical character of a development. The development at The Paddocks, 
Kildangan, Co. Kildare was categorised by Kildare County Council as Category 2 in the 2011 
National Housing Development Survey and accordingly was not eligible for a waiver on the 
annual Household Charge. It was, however, categorised by the local authority as qualifying for 
an exemption from the Local Property Tax.   

  Question No. 413 answered with Question No. 391. 

24/09/2013WRW02900Motor Tax Yield

24/09/2013WRW03000414. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total moneys paid to the motor tax office since 2008 in tabular form; 
the future projections for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39785/13]

24/09/2013WRW03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Total gross motor tax receipts from 2008 to the end of August 2013 are set out in the table.   

YEAR TOTAL GROSS MOTOR TAX RECEIPTS 
€ 

2008 1,058,605,132 
2009 1,057,822,734 
2010 1,023,823,935 
2011 1,010,419,164 
2012 1,054,701,750 
2013 (to end August) 771,365,796 
 

Estimated income to the end of 2013 is in the order of €1,098 m. In subsequent years, in the 
absence of re-balancing measures, income is expected to fall by between 3-5% year on year, 
due mainly to the increase in the number of private vehicles taxed on the basis of CO2, which 
currently have lower average tax rates.   

24/09/2013WRW03200Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

24/09/2013WRW03300415. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the introduction of the housing assistance payment which 
provides citizens with support in the early stages of their return to the workforce. [39799/13]

24/09/2013WRW03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In March 2012, the Government approved in principle the 
transfer of responsibility for recipients of rent supplement with an established housing need 
from the Department of Social Protection (DSP) to local authorities using a new Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP). On 18 July 2013, the Government approved the introduction of HAP. 
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Approval was also given for the provision of funding to the local authorities to cover the costs 
of accommodating HAP claimants and administering the new Scheme. 

My Department and the Department of Social Protection are continuing to work closely on 
the legal, policy and operational issues involved in the development and introduction of HAP. 
Work has also continued on developing the business processes required to allow for a general 
scheme of a Housing Bill (providing for HAP) to be prepared for Government consideration 
this year.

My Department is also working closely with County and City Managers in overseeing plans 
for the implementation of HAP, but more specifically at this stage in relation to the test phase 
which is planned for 2014 (subject to the enactment of the relevant legislation). A Project Im-
plementation Team has also been established, which will be responsible for detailed planning 
and implementation during the testing and roll-out phases. A detailed business process design 
exercise for HAP involving input from all the relevant key stakeholders is currently being fi-
nalised and once complete the implementation team will, in conjunction with my Department, 
develop a plan for testing the scheme in a number of local authorities in 2014 leading to its full 
roll-out.   

24/09/2013WRW03500Planning Issues

24/09/2013WRW03600416. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the solutions available to a local authority where buildings are left derelict by 
their owners who are identified, and who fail to take remedial action by way of refurbishment 
or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39849/13]

24/09/2013WRW03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, local authorities are 
required to take all reasonable steps, including the exercise of appropriate statutory powers, to 
ensure that any land within their functional area does not become or continue to be a derelict 
site. To this end, they have been given substantial powers under the Act in relation to any such 
sites, including powers to require specified measures to be taken in relation to a derelict site, 
to impose a levy on derelict sites, or to compulsorily acquire any derelict site. I expect local 
authorities to use their statutory powers as they consider appropriate. 

The National Co-ordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Developments identified 
the Derelict Sites Act as a potential legal instrument that could be used by local authorities as 
part of a range of measures to deal with the problems generated by, for example, unfinished 
housing developments. 

While I have no plans to amend the Derelict Sites Act at this time, I will keep the need for 
further legislative reforms to assist local authorities in addressing the issues of dereliction, 
including unfinished or unoccupied estates, under review.  Local authorities also have powers 
under other legislation to deal with derelict sites or structures, for example under the Sanitary 
Services Act 1963. 

24/09/2013WRW03800Asylum Applications

24/09/2013WRW03900417. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will 
take to assist a person (details supplied) in securing asylum in Ireland as requested by him on 
the basis that he is a whistleblower (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [39105/13]

24/09/2013WRW04000418. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm 
Ireland’s commitment to the universal right to seek and enjoy asylum as laid down in statutory 
international law; his views on whether potential asylum seekers should not be denied passage 
to a country that has offered safe harbour; if he will confirm that should a person (details sup-
plied) seek to transit Ireland’s airspace or airports in order to avail of the grant of asylum by 
Venezuela or another country, that he will be allowed to do so; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39107/13]

24/09/2013WRW04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 417 and 418 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, An Taoiseach told the House on 2 July of the situation that 
would apply should any claim for asylum be lodged here in respect of the individual in ques-
tion. The situation as outlined by An Taoiseach at that time has not changed. No further contact 
has been made by or on behalf of the individual in question and no valid asylum application 
has been received which can be processed in accordance with the statutory provisions in this 
Jurisdiction.  

As I also indicated in my response to Parliamentary Questions 498, 584 and 585 on 18th 
July, 2013, the Deputy will note that it is a generally accepted principle internationally, and one 
which Ireland applies, that a person should seek asylum in the first safe host country in which 
they arrive.  As the Deputy will be aware, it has been reported that the individual concerned has 
been granted temporary asylum in Russia.

In consequence of all the above, the other asylum issues referred to by the Deputy do not 
appear to arise.

The processing of asylum applications and appeals in Ireland takes place within a well 
defined national and international (Geneva Convention, EU Directives and Regulations) legal 
framework.  The granting of refugee status in Ireland is considered in accordance with the 
definition contained in the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, as amended 
by the 1967 New York Protocol thereto, and as defined in Section 2 of the Refugee Act 1996 
(as amended).    Accordingly, Ireland remains steadfast in it commitments to its international 
obligations in this regard.

While decisions on extradition are ultimately a matter for the courts,  I have made it clear 
publicly that the Irish and US authorities have remained in close contact in relation to the pos-
sible extradition of the person in question and, for its part, the Government will take any action 
open to it to ensure that the State’s obligations in relation to extradition arrangements are met.  
It would not be a matter for me as Minister to comment on any case a person might make to the 
courts in relation to an extradition application.  It may be helpful to add, however, in the context 
of a person seeking asylum here, that the Refugee Act, 1996 makes it clear that nothing in it 
shall be construed as preventing the extradition of a person in accordance with the provisions 
of the Extradition Acts.

24/09/2013WRX00150Property Management Company Issues

24/09/2013WRX00200419. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
introduce regulations in relation to property management companies (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39662/13]
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24/09/2013WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the pri-
mary purpose of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to reform the law relating to the 
ownership and management of common areas of multi-unit developments and to facilitate the 
fair, efficient and effective management of owners’ management companies (OMCs). OMCs, 
the membership of which comprise the owners of residential units within the development, are 
established for the purposes of management of such common areas. 

Section 24 of the 2011 Act contains provisions for the resolution of disputes relating to 
multi-unit developments. It provides that a person, including any member of an OMC, may 
apply to the Circuit Court for an order to enforce any rights conferred or obligations imposed 
by the Act. The Court, if satisfied that a right has been infringed or an obligation has not been 
discharged, may make such remedial order as it deems appropriate in the circumstances with a 
view to ensuring the effective enforcement of the right or the effective discharge of the obliga-
tion in respect of the multi-unit development concerned.

Moreover, under the provisions of the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011, complaints 
concerning the provision of services to OMCs by property management agents may be sub-
mitted to the Property Services Regulatory Authority. The statutory functions of the Authority 
include the investigation of such complaints and the imposition of sanctions where appropriate. 

24/09/2013WRX00350Deportation Orders Issues

24/09/2013WRX00400420. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will fa-
cilitate a further examination of the case of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford with 
a view to addressing issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39160/13]

24/09/2013WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be very famil-
iar with the history of this case from previous Parliamentary replies the most recent being 18th 
July,  2013. The situation is  unchanged since then.

  I have outlined the position in replies to previous Parliamentary Questions from the Deputy 
on this case, the most recent on 9th July, 2013,  The situation has not changed. I am satisfied 
that the person concerned had his application for asylum fairly and comprehensively exam-
ined, therefore the decision to make a Deportation Order against him is justified.  

  As a matter of policy, it would be logistically inconsistent to review a person’s case who has 
failed a very fair and comprehensive asylum process, and who initially evaded his deportation 
for a number of years.

  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in 
the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/09/2013WRX00550Naturalisation Applications

24/09/2013WRX00600421. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status and or eligibility for naturalisation in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39161/13]

24/09/2013WRX00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-



24 September 2013

303

ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to by the 
Deputy currently has permission to remain in the State until 17 November, 2015. In addition, a 
valid application for a certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person concerned.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.    While most cases are generally now processed within 
six months, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, 
some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks can take a considerable period of time.  I am informed that this application is now at 
an advanced stage of processing. A letter has issued to the person concerned requesting certain 
information. Upon receipt of this information the case will be submitted to me for decision.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.       

Garda Stations Opening Hours

24/09/2013WRX00800422. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current open-
ing hours of Cabinteely Garda Station, Dublin 18; if any consideration is being given to either 
limit those opening hours or close the station at any point in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39239/13]

24/09/2013WRX00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
Commissioner that the opening hours of Cabinteely Garda Station are 07:00 to 21:00 Monday 
to Sunday.  It is important to remember that while Cabinteely Garda station is closed to the pub-
lic outside these hours, it remains as a functioning Garda station on a 24 hour basis.  

While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand that 
the current consolidation process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems 
unlikely at this point in time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.      

24/09/2013WRX00950Garda Deployment

24/09/2013WRX01000423. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the exact number 
of Gardaí assigned to District F (Dublin) as of the 1 June 2012; the number currently stationed 
there; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39240/13]

24/09/2013WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation and I have no function in the matter. This allocation of resources 
is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made 
of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. 

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of the Black-
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rock District (F) on the 31 May 2012 and on the 31 August 2013, the latest date for which fig-
ures are readily available, was as set out in the table hereunder:

- 31/05/2012 31/05/2012 31/08/2013 31/08/2013
Station Full time mem-

bers
Reserve Mem-
bers

Full time mem-
bers

Reserve Mem-
bers

Blackrock (Dis-
trict F )

91 3 89 5

Dundrum 71 3 102 4
Stepaside 28 -
Total 190 6 191 9

 The District is also currently supported by 9 civilian staff who provide administrative and 
technical support to members of the Garda Síochána. All of these resources are augmented, 
when appropriate, by gardaí from national units.

24/09/2013WRX01150Prisoner Transfers

24/09/2013WRX01200424. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the posi-
tion regarding an application by a person (details supplied), imprisoned in Spain, for repatria-
tion under the CoE Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons [39300/13]

24/09/2013WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by man-
agement in the Irish Prison Service, who are dealing with the application referred to in this 
question, that the application  is currently being considered by the Chief State’s Solicitors Of-
fice. I am to inform the Deputy that this application cannot be progressed until as such time as  
Counsel advices are received. 

24/09/2013WRX01350Prisoner Health

24/09/2013WRX01400425. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on concerns of medical professionals at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin about the serious health 
problems of a person (details supplied), a prisoner at Portlaoise Prison such that they have 
called for their immediate release; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39301/13]

24/09/2013WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I have been informed by the Irish Prison Service that all concerns expressed by the medical 
professionals in Saint Vincent’s University Hospital have always been, and will continue to be, 
carefully considered in the context of the provision of medical care to this patient in Portlaoise 
Prison.

24/09/2013WRX01550Personal Insolvency Practitioners

24/09/2013WRX01600426. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will take ac-
tion to prevent personal insolvency practitioners from imposing large up-front fees. [39340/13]

24/09/2013WRX01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Personal Insolvency Act 
2012, as amended, does not make provision for the prescription by the Insolvency Service of 
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Ireland (ISI) of practitioner fees.

Fees will be negotiated by the Personal Insolvency Practitioner with the debtor in each 
individual case. I am advised that a number of practitioners and prospective practitioners have 
indicated that they will not charge an up front fee for an initial consultation.

In so far as Practitioner fees associated with the development of Debt Settlement Arrange-
ments and Personal Insolvency Arrangements are concerned, the ISI does not prescribe practi-
tioner fees, these fees will be negotiated with an individual debtor by the Personal Insolvency 
Practitioner in advance of a case proceeding and will be deducted from the amount of money 
an individual debtor is calculated as having available to pay their creditors during the term of 
the arrangement.

24/09/2013WRX01750Garda Vetting Applications

24/09/2013WRX01800427. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update on the development of an e-vetting system for Garda vetting applications; if he will pro-
vide information on the increase in staff at the Garda Vetting Unit; and if further redeployment 
of staff is planned. [39352/13]

24/09/2013WRX01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that an E-Vetting solution for the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) is being de-
veloped and this will facilitate the processing of applications in an e-format, thus significantly 
streamlining the current time-consuming process of managing all applications in a manual for-
mat.  The project is being pursued as a priority and the initial phase of testing is due to take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  

It is, of course, very important that the GCVU has the resources required to perform its roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular attention.  In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. Currently, there 
are approximately 140 whole-time equivalent staff assigned to the GCVU.  Furthermore, I have 
also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 additional staff to the Unit. This will 
bring the total number of staff in that service to a level which, when compared to the average 
staff allocation of 78 at the Unit during the past two and a half years, represents an increase of 
over 100%.    

24/09/2013WRX01950Animal Welfare Issues

24/09/2013WRX02000428. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the authority upon 
which the Garda refused to prosecute a club (details supplied) in County Wexford on the basis 
of not accepting evidence submitted from a National Parks and Wildlife Service ranger regard-
ing animal cruelty; and the steps that will be taken to ensure that the law is upheld.  [39374/13]

24/09/2013WRX02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that following a Garda investigation into the matter referred to by the Deputy, it was 
established that there was insufficient evidence to sustain a prosecution, and that all parties 
were informed of this decision.

24/09/2013WRX02150Garda Transport Data
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24/09/2013WRX02200429. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of addi-
tional marked and unmarked Garda cars and vans that each Garda District in the Dublin Region 
has received from the new Garda vehicles programme that were rolled out this year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39380/13]

24/09/2013WRX02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy for the 
Garda DMR Region is as shown in the following table:-

2013 Allocations (to date) 
DISTRICT

Marked Patrol Vehicles 
CARS/VANS

UNMARKED CARS Total

BALBRIGGAN 1 0 1
BALLYMUN 2 2 4
BLACKROCK 2 2 4
BLANCHARDSTOWN 2 1 3
BRIDEWELL 1 0 1
CLONDALKIN 2 1 3
CRUMLIN 1 0 1
DMR TRAFFIC-DUBLIN 
CASTLE

3 0 3

DONNYBROOK 0 1 1
DUNLAOGHAIRE 3 2 5
KEVIN STREET 1 0 1
LUCAN 1 1 2
PEARSE STREET 2 0 2
RAHENY 1 1 2
STORE STREET 1 0 1
TALLAGHT 2 1 3
TERENURE 1 0 1
TOTAL 26 12 38

Overall, the Deputy will be aware that an additional €3 million was made available towards 
the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure 171 vehicles. This brought total invest-
ment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 213 new vehicles being 
procured during the year.  Furthermore, a specific allocation of €5 million has been provided for 
the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.    

This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a 
time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear 
indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána 
are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient polic-
ing service.  In keeping with that approach, I will continue to seek to identify the potential for 
additional funding for the Garda Fleet.  This will, of course, be contingent on expenditure in 
other areas. 

24/09/2013WRX02350Magdalen Laundries Issues
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24/09/2013WRX02400430. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Magdalen women will receive funding given the documentation each of them has provided and 
his Department has received since June; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a number 
of the women who are elderly are seeing their health decline in the meantime; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39431/13]

24/09/2013WRX02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): On the 25th June 2013 the 
Government approved the immediate implementation of cash lump sum payments scheme 
based on duration of stay in laundries recommended by Judge Quirke and tasked an Interde-
partmental Group with giving further detailed consideration to the steps necessary to implement 
the other recommendations, some of  which are complicated and may require legislation.  I have 
already established a special unit to process applications and to determine whether an applicant 
resided and worked in an institution covered by the scheme, the duration of their stay and the 
calculation of the capital sum due to be paid to them.  Over 540 applications have been received 
to date and are being processed.  

Payments cannot commence until decisions have been made on the other recommendations.  
I expect to receive the report of the Interdepartmental Group within the next week and I will 
then bring the matter back before the Government for final decision.   I would expect that the 
first offers of payments of a lump sum to issue within 4-6 weeks of the Government decision.

24/09/2013WRX02550Courts Service Issues

24/09/2013WRX02600431. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a cost 
analysis has been made in the case where a Court of Appeals is established in the event of the 
people vote in favour of it in the referendum; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39432/13]

24/09/2013WRX02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The referendum on the pro-
posed Thirty-third Amendment of the Constitution (Court of Appeal) Bill will be held on Octo-
ber 4th. The establishment of the Court of Appeal will require the enactment of an “Implemen-
tation Bill” that will provide for the Court, the appointment of judges, their remuneration, and 
a number of other organisational and practical issues.  That Bill cannot be enacted unless the 
People approve the amendment on 4th October. 

The costs of the proposed Court of Appeal continue to be analysed but the current estimate 
is that the Court of Appeal would have an annual cost of €2.5 to €3m.  This includes judicial 
salaries plus the cost of overheads, support staff, etc.  These are however preliminary figures 
and the ultimate costs will depend on the number of judges required.  A final decision on this 
aspect can only be made when we have a clearer picture of the Supreme Court backlog which 
will exist when the implementation bill is being finalised.  It is expected that the appointment of 
two additional Supreme Court judges in the autumn will allow the Supreme Court to sit regu-
larly in two Divisions which should have a positive impact reasonably quickly.

Of course there would be a significant personal and business cost of not providing a solution 
to this structural problem. The current level of delay in the Supreme Court of over four years 
is unsustainable for individuals and businesses seeking to pursue their Constitutional right of 
appeal. The establishment of a Court of Appeal provides a long-needed reform of our courts 
system. It will have significant benefit for individual citizens, but will also maintain the inter-
nationally recognised standing of Ireland as a competitive economy in which to do business.
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24/09/2013WRX02750Garda Vetting Applications

24/09/2013WRX02800432. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a Garda vet-
ting application will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
the current processing times for Garda vetting applications; his plans to improve this service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39439/13]

24/09/2013WRX02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 12 August 2013.  The application is 
currently being processed and once completed will be returned to the registered organisation 
concerned.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the current average processing time for appli-
cations is approximately 9 weeks from date of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and the 
necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this processing 
time being exceeded on occasion.  In the interest of fairness and equity, Garda vetting applica-
tions are processed in chronological order based on the date of receipt in the GCVU and all 
organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the re-
ceipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection 
process.  

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received . The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications. 

24/09/2013WRX02950Personal Insolvency Act

24/09/2013WRX03000433. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the bank-
ruptcy element of the Personal Insolvency Act will commence; the reason for the delay in 
implementing this section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39450/13]

24/09/2013WRX03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The commencement of the 
reforms of bankruptcy legislation contained in the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 and the Courts 
and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 are contingent on the making of the rel-
evant rules of Court which are currently awaited. I expect to commence the legislation shortly. 
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24/09/2013WRX03150Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

24/09/2013WRX03200434. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made in implementing the recommendations of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, De-
fence and Equality regarding prostitution here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39623/13]

24/09/2013WRX03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The report of the Joint Com-
mittee on Justice, Defence and Equality on hearings and submissions on the Review of Legisla-
tion on Prostitution was published on 27 June last. The report is being examined.

24/09/2013WRX03350Garda Recruitment

24/09/2013WRX03400435. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the recruitment 
process for entry into An Garda Síochána will commence. [39632/13]

24/09/2013WRX03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
there are a number of procedural issues that need to be finalised prior to the formal commence-
ment of the recruitment competition, which is expected in the coming weeks, with the first 
students entering the Garda College in Templemore, Co Tipperary, in mid-2014.

The competition will be run by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of the Garda 
Commissioner. An announcement will be issued as soon as recruitment starts, both on their 
website and directly to those who have registered an expression of interest in joining the Garda 
Síochána.    

Naturalisation Applications

24/09/2013WRY00200436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proce-
dures to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W who has been resi-
dent here for 12 years and who wishes to make an application for naturalisation but who cannot 
obtain their original birth certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39655/13]

24/09/2013WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Persons lodging an application 
for a certificate of naturalisation are required to provide evidence of their identity. This may be 
satisfied by providing a certified copy of the photo page of their national passport or a copy of 
their original civil birth certificate and a translation into English, if the certificate is in a lan-
guage other than English or Irish.

In cases where the person has been unable to obtain a birth certificate and/or passport, they 
may submit evidence of this and alternative means of validating the identity of the person may 
be put in place. This is individually assessed in each case.  In some cases, contact is be made 
with the relevant authorities in the person’s country of origin in order to verify an applicant’s 
identity.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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Liquor Licensing Laws

24/09/2013WRY00400437. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether current licensing laws curtail people’s ability to experience night-life in Ireland’s cit-
ies; his plans to review these laws to bring Ireland into line with other European countries; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39731/13]

24/09/2013WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position regarding the 
licensing hours applicable to nightclubs is that holders of an on-licence or theatre licence may 
apply to the District Court under section 5 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 1927 (as amended) for 
special exemption orders which permit extended opening hours. Section 5(5) of the 1927 Act 
provides that a special exemption order shall expire at 2.30 a.m. (1.00 a.m. where it extends to 
a Monday that is not a public holiday) unless the Court, for stated reasons, grants the order for 
a shorter period. Section 7 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 1962 (as amended) allows a further 
thirty minutes drinking-up time.

The Government Legislation Programme published on 18 September provides for publica-
tion of the Sale of Alcohol Bill in 2014. This Bill will update the law relating to the sale, supply 
and consumption of alcohol on licensed premises by repealing the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011, 
as well as the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008, and replacing them with provisions 
more suited to modern conditions. It will include updated provisions relating to the operation of 
nightclubs. As regards the contents of the Bill, I intend to complete consultations with relevant 
interests, including the nightclub sector, before finalising its provisions.

Asylum Support Services

24/09/2013WRY00600438. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views regard-
ing the treatment of asylum seekers here in view of allegations made against Serco employees 
at the Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal Centre in the UK; if any similar incidents have oc-
curred here; the reporting guidelines and/or safeguards that are in place to protect asylum seek-
ers and ensure that private contractors operate in an appropriate manner. [39734/13]

24/09/2013WRY00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are currently 4,414 per-
sons seeking international protection residing in 34 Direct Provision accommodation centres 
across 17 counties under contract to the Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), an operational 
unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department.

I should firstly say that the only knowledge I have of the matters referred to in the question 
is from UK newspaper articles. Plainly, I could not comment in any way on issues arising in 
another jurisdiction other than to note that Ireland does not have an Immigration Removal Cen-
tre and that residents in RIA centres are free to come and go as they please. In relation to any 
allegations of sexual assault in asylum accommodation centres in this jurisdiction I would refer 
the Deputy to the answer I gave to Dáil Question No. 923 on 16 July, 2013 on the same subject.

Any action of a criminal nature brought to the attention of RIA would immediately be re-
ferred to the Gardaí. RIA takes the protection of its residents very seriously and already has in 
place a number of policies and procedures to ensure that they do not suffer acts of sexual harass-
ment or assault or misbehaviour of any kind.

Firstly, RIA’s House Rules and Procedures set out the type and standard of service that an 
asylum seeker should expect whilst residing in direct provision accommodation. The Rules set 
out the entitlements and obligations placed on centre management and on residents and, in the 
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event that these are not being met, a complaints procedure to be invoked by either party. This 
complaints system is considered by RIA to be broadly in line with the guidelines set out by the 
Office of the Ombudsman for ‘internal complaints systems’.  Sexual harassment, by any party, 
is specified as being unacceptable behaviour in respect of which the complaints procedure can 
be invoked.

Secondly, over and above the House Rules themselves, the interests of asylum seekers are 
protected through regular ‘clinics’ in centres where residents can speak directly to RIA head-
quarters staff without local centre management being present.  Allegations of improper behav-
iour by any party could be reported in that context and acted upon immediately.

Thirdly, RIA has a Code of Practice for persons working in accommodation centres which 
specifically prohibits sexual harassment.

Fourthly,  RIA has a fully staffed Child Protection and Welfare section and has a Child Pro-
tection Policy based on the HSE’s Children First -National Guidelines for the protection and 
welfare of children. These guidelines were developed in order to assist people identifying and 
reporting child abuse and welfare concerns. Staff of centres are trained to recognise abuse and 
how it should be reported and each RIA accommodation centre has a designated Child Protec-
tion officer.  A draft revised Child Protection Policy designed to be even more transparent and 
accessible is currently with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs for observations.

Finally, along with Cosc (the National Organisation for the prevention of domestic, sexual 
and gender based violence) RIA has been engaged in a working group with a number of non 
- governmental organisations including Akidwa and the Rape Crisis Centre to develop a RIA 
policy around incidences of domestic, sexual and gender based violence and harassment within 
its centres.  The UNHCR has also been involved and has made suggestions from its perspective.

The working group is now an advanced stage of deliberation and it is expected that a policy 
will finally be agreed in the course of the next few weeks.  A training programme for staff and 
residents will follow from agreement on this policy. In advance of this, the working group has 
approved an information poster which has already been distributed to all RIA centres. These 
posters - available in five languages including English - provide information on accessing pro-
fessional help if residents have suffered or are suffering from domestic, sexual or gender based 
violence or harassment.

Drugs Crime

24/09/2013WRY00800439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the advertising and sale of certain drugs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39741/13]

24/09/2013WRY00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The emergence of new psy-
choactive substances specifically designed to circumvent drug controls has been a matter of 
particular concern in recent years both here in Ireland and at international level.  In Ireland 
this trend became particularly evident in the rapid growth in headshop outlets during the pe-
riod 2009 to 2010.  The prevalence of these substances in Ireland was the subject of a report 
published in July 2011 by the National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol (NACDA) 
entitled “An Overview of New Psychoactive Substances and the outlets supplying them”.

In tackling the problem, a number of measures were introduced in this jurisdiction. These 
measures included education and awareness raising initiatives informing the public and particu-
larly our young people of the potential dangers of the use of substances which were on sale in 
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headshops or available online. In addition, a number of specific legislative measures have been 
introduced to target the trade in these substances.

In particular, the Department of Health, in the period 2010 to 2011, brought in excess of 250 
such substances under the controls of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 and 1984. This legislation 
prohibits the unauthorised sale and/or supply of all controlled substances, including any adver-
tising of such trade and also prohibits any unauthorised importation of controlled substances 
including where such activity is facilitated by the Internet.

I am further advised that the Department of Health are currently finalising regulations which 
will  bring a number of further such unregulated substances under the controls of that legisla-
tion.

In addition, the Criminal Justice (Psychoactive Substances) Act 2010 was brought into ef-
fect. This legislation introduced further criminal justice measures targeting the trade in unregu-
lated psychoactive substances. It introduced offences relating to the illegal sale, import and 
export of such substances in circumstances where a person knows or is reckless as to whether 
that substance is being acquired or supplied for human consumption. In addition, it introduced a 
prohibition on the advertising of any such trade including where this may be conducted online.

I can assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána is committed to investigating any breaches 
of legislation arising from the availability on the internet of products traditionally sold by ‘head 
shops’.  Garda authorities have informed me that An Garda Síochána is maintaining a liaison 
with the enforcement section of the Irish Medicines Board and the Customs authorities regard-
ing the issue of online drug sales. Furthermore, An Garda Síochána, in partnership which its 
European counterparts, is constantly monitoring the sale of all drugs via the internet in order to 
identify emerging trends and patterns.

Data Protection

24/09/2013WRY01000440. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the implica-
tions for the privacy rights of Irish citizens of the gathering of digital information by the US 
National Security Agency; if he has taken any action to ensure Irish citizens’ privacy rights are 
protected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35400/13]

24/09/2013WRY01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter):  As I have indicated to the 
House previously, I, of course, fully understand the concerns which have arisen in the wake of 
recent media reports about the US PRISM programme.  I am aware too of reports which have 
appeared about the alleged activities of other security agencies.

I raised the concerns which had been expressed about the PRISM programme with the US 
Attorney General Eric Holder during my meetings with him earlier in the summer in Dublin.  At 
these meetings, the US Attorney General provided clarity on a number of issues, in particular 
with regard to the nature of the information collected and processed, i.e. phone numbers, dura-
tion of calls etc - but not the content of calls.  He also advised that the data was collected under 
judicial authority and only where there was a reasonable suspicion of serious crime.

We cannot ignore the very important fact that there is a recognised need to protect our 
citizens from terrorist threats and dealing with that does require access to certain data.  I will 
continue to make the point at international level that in doing so it is necessary to ensure that the 
information used is properly obtained and subject to appropriate safeguards.  I have previously 
emphasised the importance of protecting privacy rights and ensuring respect for individual hu-
man rights contained in the European Convention on Human Rights. I also recognise the crucial 
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need to ensure that any security surveillance undertaken is balanced and appropriate.

It was agreed that data protection and security experts from the US and from the EU would 
meet to clarify remaining matters as necessary.  The Presidency in office and the responsible 
European Commissioner are leading on this from the European side with regard to the data pro-
tection and privacy matters within EU competence. Some meetings have already taken place, 
the most recent being held last week.

The Deputy will be aware that in this country we have data protection legislation to protect 
individuals against unwarranted invasion into their privacy and a clear legal framework for the 
accessing of information.  More generally, I can tell the Deputy that substantial progress was 
made during the Irish Presidency  advancing key aspects of the EU’s data protection reform 
package.  A further indicator of our commitment in this area is the significant increases which 
have taken place in the resources made available to the Office of the Data Protection Commis-
sioner, notwithstanding the current difficult economic circumstances.

Garda Vetting of Personnel

24/09/2013WRY01200441. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Act 2012 has no provision for the acceptance of police clearance certification from 
other EU countries resulting in great difficulties for Irish charitable bodies providing supports 
for children and vulnerable young adults with special needs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38773/13]

24/09/2013WRY01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 provides that before employing a person in work 
or activities relating to children or vulnerable persons, the organisation concerned must obtain 
a vetting disclosure in respect of the prospective employee. The disclosure must be obtained 
from the Garda Vetting Bureau.

The Act provides in section 2 that the Bureau may disclose criminal offences, including a 
record of a person’s convictions outside of the State.  It is not possible for domestic legislation 
to determine whether a police clearance certificate given to a foreign national would or would 
not meet with the vetting requirements in Irish Law. In any case, it is a fundamental principal 
of the Act that a vetting disclosure is not provided to the employee for transmission to the em-
ployer, as such a procedure would be open to abuse. Under the provisions of the Act the vetting 
disclosure must be obtained directly from the Garda Vetting Bureau. The provisions in the Act 
apply equally to persons who are Irish nationals and to persons who are non-Irish nationals.

It would not be feasible to allow that persons resident abroad could bypass the vetting pro-
cedures based on a police certificate provided by them, because such persons may have spent 
previous periods of employment in Ireland or in a third country where they have obtained crimi-
nal convictions not recorded in their country of residence.

Garda Operations

24/09/2013WRY01400442. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost, following the 
necessary and well organised Garda operation on 18 September 2013 of policing a protest in 
Dublin city centre; the number of Gardaí involved and from which divisions said Gardaí were 
drawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39786/13]
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24/09/2013WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote.  In that context I am informed by the Garda authori-
ties that specific costings in relation to the Garda operation in question are not available and that 
they could not be compiled without a disproportionate use of Garda resources.

Legislative Programme

24/09/2013WRY01600443. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made in 
reforming and modernising Ireland’s family law with particular reference to families of citizens 
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender regarding issues including, but not limited to, 
guardianship, custody, access, maintenance and inheritance. [39787/13]

24/09/2013WRY01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am currently preparing a Fam-
ily Relationships and Children Bill, as indicated in the Government Legislation Programme for 
the Autumn 2013 session, which is intended to create a legal architecture to underpin diverse 
parenting situations and to provide legal clarity on parental rights, including for families of citi-
zens in the groups outlined by the Deputy.  The Bill will address issues relating to guardianship, 
custody, access, maintenance and inheritance.

Garda Vetting of Personnel

24/09/2013WRY01800444. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current wait-
ing period to process Garda vetting of teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39802/13]

24/09/2013WRY01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current average processing time for applications is approximately 9 weeks 
from date of receipt, including applications from the Teaching Council.  However, seasonal 
fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can re-
sult in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  In the interest of fairness and equity, 
Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order based on the date of receipt in 
the GCVU and all organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-
frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruit-
ment and selection process.

It is essential that the GCVU has the resources required to perform this most critical of roles 
effectively and I have given this matter particular priority. In that regard I have been actively 
engaged with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. As a result of 
that engagement, I am pleased to say that the Commissioner has confirmed to me that there 
are now 134 whole-time equivalent staff (130 civilians and 4 members of the Garda Síochána) 
assigned to the GCVU, some 41 of whom have been redeployed from elsewhere in the public 
service since the end of March 2013. Some of these redeployed staff have only recently com-
pleted their training in the vetting process, and the full impact of their work will be seen in the 
coming weeks. Furthermore, I have also recently received sanction for the redeployment of 40 
additional staff to the GCVU. This brings the total number of staff in that service to over 170 
which, when compared to the average staff allocation of 78 at the Unit over the past two and a 
half years, represents an increase of 117%.

Development of an e-Vetting solution is underway. This will facilitate the processing of all 
applications in an e-format, thus removing the time-consuming current process of manually 
managing all applications received. The initial phase of testing this e-vetting system will take 
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place in the fourth quarter of 2013.  When this is achieved, this system will streamline the over-
all vetting process in this jurisdiction, and further contribute to reductions in processing times 
for all vetting applications.

Domestic Violence Policy

24/09/2013WRY02000445. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign up to 
the European Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence against Women and Domes-
tic Violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39822/13]

24/09/2013WRY02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland supports, in principle, 
the aims and terms of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence.

The provisions of the convention and the legislative and administrative arrangements that 
would be necessary to allow signature and ratification of the convention by Ireland are being 
examined in conjunction with the government commitment to introduce consolidated and re-
formed domestic violence legislation to address all aspects of domestic violence, threatened 
violence and intimidation, in a way that provides protection to victims.  However, a particular 
difficulty to be addressed in Ireland’s consideration of the convention relates to reconciling 
property rights under the Irish constitution with the requirement under Article 52 of the conven-
tion - the availability of emergency barring orders to all.  At present Barring Orders and Interim 
Barring Orders are only available under our domestic violence legislation to those persons with 
an equal or greater interest in the residence to which an order would apply.

Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Vio-
lence, is  considering a wide range of proposals including proposals for reform from voluntary 
sector organisations.

In addition I am aware that the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equal-
ity are to shortly examine the issue of domestic violence with a view to compiling a report with 
recommendations on what measures can be put in place to reduce domestic violence.  It is my 
intention to examine a package of workable and effective proposals for the legislation as soon 
as possible following receipt of their report.

I should inform the Deputy that the convention  has not yet entered into force as this requires 
at least ten ratifications, including 8 Council of Europe member states.

Human Trafficking

24/09/2013WRY02200446. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the assistance of-
fered to victims of human trafficking here; the number of persons who have been victims of 
human trafficking here; his plans to tackle human trafficking; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39830/13]

24/09/2013WRY02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Over the past number of years 
strong legislative, administrative and operational measures have been put in place to combat 
and prevent trafficking in human beings.  The Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008, 
with penalties of up to life imprisonment for human trafficking, has greatly strengthened the 
law in this area.  An Amendment to the 2008 Act was enacted on 9 July 2013 the purpose of 
which is to facilitate full compliance with the criminal law measures in Directive 2011/36/EU 
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of the European Parliament and of the Council on preventing and combating trafficking in hu-
man beings and protecting its victims, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/629/
JHA.  To fully comply with the Directive’s minimum definition of exploitation the legislation, 
among other things, criminalises trafficking for the purposes of forced begging and trafficking 
for other criminal activities.

A dedicated Anti-Human Trafficking Unit was established in my Department in 2008 with 
the purpose of ensuring that the State’s response to human trafficking is coordinated and com-
prehensive.  In addition to the dedicated Unit in my Department there are 3 other dedicated 
Units in State Agencies dealing with the issue namely:

- the Human Trafficking Investigation and Co-ordination Unit in An Garda Síochána;

- the Anti-Human Trafficking Team in the Health Service Executive; and

- a specialised Human Trafficking legal team in the Legal Aid Board.

Dedicated personnel are also assigned to deal with the prosecution of cases in the Office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions and staff in the New Communities and Asylum Seekers 
Unit in the Department of Social Protection facilitates victims moving into mainstream social 
services.  There are also a wide range of training and awareness raising activities on-going and 
extensive consultation structures exist with up to 70 State Agencies, Non- Governmental Or-
ganisations and International Organisations.

The State provides a wide range of support services to victims of human trafficking includ-
ing accommodation, medical care and planning, psychological assistance, material assistance, 
legal aid and advice, vocational training and education.  The Anti-Human Trafficking Team in 
the HSE develops individual comprehensive Care Plans for persons who are potentially victims 
of human trafficking addressing all of the support services that are required.  My Department 
also provides funding to two NGO organisations, Ruhama and the Migrant’s Rights Centre of 
Ireland, who work with victims of human trafficking.  A detailed Guide to the Procedures for 
supporting and protecting victims of human trafficking, along with other Guides and leaflets, 
are accessible on the dedicated anti-trafficking website www.blueblindfold.gov.ie.

The Government’s approach to the issue of Human Trafficking is set out in the National Ac-
tion Plan to Prevent and Combat Trafficking of Persons 2009-2012 which set out 144 Actions 
to address this issue.  A copy of the National Action Plan and a Review of the Plan are available 
on the dedicated Anti-Trafficking site www.blueblindfold.gov.ie.  A new National Action Plan 
to cover the period from 2013 to 2016 is currently being drafted and will have regard to recent 
international evaluations of Ireland’s response to human trafficking. These include the Report 
of the OSCE Special Representative which was published earlier this year, the US Trafficking 
in Persons (TIPs) Report which was published in June and ranked Ireland Tier 1 (the highest 
ranking available) for its efforts to combat human trafficking and the detailed Report of the 
Council of Europe expert group (GRETA) which will be available shortly.  In addition to these 
international reports there will also be a process of consultation with other state agencies and 
civil society which will significantly inform the direction and content of the new National Ac-
tion Plan.

The prevention and detection of human trafficking and the protection of its victims has been 
a policing priority for An Garda Síochána for the past number of years and it remains a prior-
ity in 2013. As the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 came into effect on 7 June 
2008, there are no recorded figures of human trafficking prior to that date.  Between 7 June and 
31 December 2008, 36 reported victims of human trafficking were encountered by An Garda 
Síochána.  On 1 January 2009, the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of my Department initiated a 
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data collection strategy for the purpose of gaining a more in-depth understanding of the nature 
and extent of human trafficking in Ireland.  To date, annual reports for subsequent years have 
been published and are available on www.blueblindfold.gov.ie, in addition to my Department’s 
website.  The number of reported human trafficking victims is:

- 2009 2010 2011
Number of Victims 66 78 57

The Annual Report for Trafficking in Human Beings in Ireland for 2012 is currently being 
finalised and will be published shortly on www.blueblindfold.gov.ie.  Preliminary figures indi-
cate a total of 48 reported victims in 2012.

Court Procedures

24/09/2013WRY02400447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent, if 
any, to which he has studied the length of time taken to bring a case to court from the time of 
initial charge and commencement of proceedings on average; if the time factors involved here 
equate with those in other jurisdictions; the most commonly quoted reason for any delays; if the 
courts at District, Circuit, High or Supreme Court level are affected to a lesser or greater degree 
by such delays; the best means of addressing such issues; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39612/13]

24/09/2013WRY02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have no role in the investiga-
tion, prosecution or trial of alleged offences.  This is a long standing principle of our system of 
justice.  The role of An Garda Síochána is to investigate alleged offences, to gather whatever 
evidence may be available and to submit a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  
The question of whether or not a particular person should be prosecuted and for what criminal 
offence is the responsibility of the DPP.  The DPP, who is independent in the performance of her 
functions, makes her decision on the basis of the Garda findings viewed against the background 
of common and/or statute law. Insofar as the details of the management of the investigations 
are concerned, including matters relating to the preparation of books of evidence and the time 
taken to bring a case to court, the Deputy will appreciate that I have no direct role in this matter.

The procedures which are to be followed in relation to commencement of court procedures 
are set out in law, including the legislative timeframes involved.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the Courts Service Act 1998, the management and administration of the courts is a matter 
for the Courts Service while the allocation of the business of the courts, scheduling of cases and 
management of lists are matters for the judiciary and in particular the Presidents of the courts.  
The Deputy will also be aware that judges are, subject to the Constitution and the law, indepen-
dent in the exercise of their judicial functions.

Crime Prevention

24/09/2013WRY02600448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality having regard 
to his experience over the past two years, if it might be advisable to introduce a consolidated 
Bill to address the most obvious weakness in the law in regard to the fight against crime with 
particular reference to organised and corporate crime; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [39611/13]

24/09/2013WRY02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is not clear from the Depu-
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ty’s question what he perceives to be weaknesses in the law in respect of serious crime.  I can, 
however, assure him that operational measures to tackle serious and organised crime are under-
pinned by a  comprehensive framework of criminal law measures.  Where there is an identified 
requirement for additional legislative provisions to further enhance existing provisions in the 
law, I will not hesitate in bringing forward proposals.  I have made it clear to the Garda Com-
missioner that, if he feels there are other measures which might be taken in this area, then I will 
look at that very positively.

With this in mind, my Department is currently keeping under review relevant legislation in-
cluding the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009 to see whether any further improvements 
could be made in this area.  In addition, under the auspices of my Department a comprehensive 
review of the Proceeds of Crime legislation is underway with a view to identifying possible 
improvements which would serve to strengthen the operation of the Criminal Assets Bureau. 
This review will also examine the recommendations contained in the Mahon Planning Tribunal 
Report concerning asset recovery and confiscation.

There is also extensive legislation on the statute book addressing white collar and corporate 
crime and amendments to this legislation are also considered in the light of the experience of 
law enforcement agencies such as the Garda Síochána and the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in operating the legislation and in light of relevant court rulings.

I would draw the Deputy’s particular attention to the Criminal Justice Act 2011, as a recent 
example of such developments in white collar crime legislation, and one which represents an 
important step in delivering on the Government’s commitment to tackle white collar crime.  Its 
main purpose is to facilitate the more effective investigation of white collar crime and to reduce 
associated delays.  The Act provides for new procedures to facilitate Garda access to essential 
information and documentation to assist in current and future investigations of white collar 
crime.  The Act is targeted at specified serious and complex offences (“relevant offences”) at-
tracting a penalty of at least 5 years imprisonment, including offences in the areas of banking 
and finance, company law, money laundering, fraud and corruption. The Act will provide vital 
assistance to the Gardaí in the completion of current investigations as well as providing assis-
tance to them in investigations undertaken in the future.

While the breadth and diversity of the issues faced in addressing serious, organised and 
white collar crime are such that no one piece of legislation could effectively address it in all its 
facets, the overall body of legislation in place is comprehensive and, as I have outlined, is con-
tinuously under review and development in light of operational experience and other relevant 
considerations.

Defence Forces Recruitment

24/09/2013WRY02800449. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Defence the steps being taken outside 
Ireland for the recruitment of additional doctors to the Defence Forces medical corps; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39382/13]

24/09/2013WRY02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are no specific measures taken in 
order to recruit Medical Officer Doctors from outside Ireland.  However, advertisement of 
Medical Officer Doctor vacancies are placed on the Defence Forces website www.military.ie 
which is available internationally.  A competition for the appointment of doctors to the Defence 
Forces Medical Corps remains open with applications being accepted on an ongoing basis. As 
suitably qualified applicants are identified they will be interviewed with regard to their suitabil-
ity for service in the Defence Forces. In this regard a successful applicant is being appointed on 
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30 September 2013, while another 4 applicants are currently progressing through the selection 
process.

I would like to take this opportunity to assure you that Defence Forces personnel requiring 
medical treatment are getting the care they need and that I am committed to providing a sustain-
able medical service to meet the needs of the Defence Forces both at home and abroad.

Animal Welfare Issues

24/09/2013WRY03000450. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
consider encouraging the take-up of drag coursing as an alternative to live hare coursing; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39801/13]

24/09/2013WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter 
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the 
greyhound industry. The ICC has an established system of regulation in place to underpin ani-
mal welfare standards in coursing.

A Monitoring Committee on coursing was established during the 1993/1994 coursing sea-
son comprising officials from my Department and representatives from both the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in coursing and in that regard the 
situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is run in a well controlled and 
responsible manner in the interest of animal welfare both for hares and greyhounds alike.

Statistics compiled by the ICC show that a very high proportion (98.09%) of the hares 
captured for hare coursing were returned to the wild at the end of the 2012/2013 season.  The 
promotion of drag/lure “coursing” is an activity that falls outside my area of responsibility.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRY03200451. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if payment has issued to a person (details supplied) in County Galway in respect of the 
suckler welfare scheme for the period from January 2012 to date in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39179/13]

24/09/2013WRY03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered twenty seven animals under the 2012 Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme. To date 
twenty five animals have been fully paid while the remaining two animals have outstanding is-
sues associated with them. A letter issued to the person named on 13th September 2013 inform-
ing him of the issues relating to these two animals. The case will be fully processed on receipt 
of a response from the applicant.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRY03400452. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when arrears of REP scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39180/13]
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24/09/2013WRY03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 3 in December 2006 and received payments for the full five years of 
their contract.  A Supplementary Measure 3 payment for Rare Breeds under REPS 3 for €580 is 
due pending the receipt of documentation.  A letter issued by my Department on 30th   March 
2012 requesting the submission of a number of documents including the passports for the quali-
fying mares.  However, in April 2012 incomplete copies of passports were received which did 
not include the ownership status of the qualifying mares.  When these passports are submitted 
payment will proceed.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRZ00200453. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment for the disadvantaged area claim for 2013 will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39200/13]

24/09/2013WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme will begin issuing, on target, tomorrow, 25 Sep-
tember.  While there is no regulatory date by which payments must commence, it is generally 
recognised and indeed acknowledged in the Farmers’ Charter, that the third week in September 
of any given year is the earliest feasible payment date, given the volume and complexity of 
processing involved. 

While an application under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on 22 April 2013, payment will not be issuing in the initial payment runs as, at 
this stage, the holding of the person named has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stock-
ing density requirements. Immediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these 
requirements, the case will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible 
date thereafter.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRZ00400454. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment in respect of agri environment option scheme 2 will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39213/13]

24/09/2013WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,001.42 issued in respect of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected 
for a ground inspection which took place on 31st October 2012.  During this inspection, areas 
of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the 
Grassland Habitat action which resulted in a penalty being incurred.  On 22nd January 2013, a 
letter issued to the person named informing him of this and outlining his appeal option.  To date, 
there is no record of an appeal having been received by officials in my Department.  The appli-
cation is being processed on the basis of the inspection findings and payment will issue shortly. 

Forestry Sector
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24/09/2013WRZ00600455. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when he plans to publish the Forest Policy Review following the recent call for submissions on 
the draft policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39235/13]

24/09/2013WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deadline 
for submissions on the Forest Policy Review was 23rd August 2013.  My Department is cur-
rently examining the submissions received.  The review will be published once this work is 
complete. 

Forestry Sector

24/09/2013WRZ00800456. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to revise the non farmer premia rate in the various forestry schemes in the Forest 
Policy Review; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39236/13]

24/09/2013WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deadline 
for submissions on the Forest Policy Review was 23rd August 2013.  My Department is cur-
rently examining the submissions received.  The review will be published once this work is 
complete.  The issue of the implementation of the recommendations contained in the Review 
can then be addressed.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRZ01000457. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
decision on agri environment option scheme appeal will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in Count Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39304/13]

24/09/2013WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,329.95 issued in respect of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected 
for a on-the-spot AEOS inspection which took place on 30th November 2012.  During this 
inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in 
relation to the Species Rich Grassland action which resulted in a penalty being incurred.  On 
26th March 2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him of this and outlining his 
appeal option.  To date, there is no record of an appeal of this decision having been received by 
officials in my Department.  The application is being processed on the basis of the inspection 
findings and payment will issue shortly. 

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRZ01200458. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding an appeal of agri-environment option scheme application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and when a decision will issue on same.  
[39317/13]

24/09/2013WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 4th December 2012.

The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants was clearly set out in the scheme 
documentation.  Acceptance into the scheme was established using the predetermined selection 
criteria as follows:

1. farmers in the Boora region of Co. Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey 
Partridge) as one of their selected options, 

2. farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land,

3. farm partnerships, 

4. farmers who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms and

5. others based on farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

  Based on the funding available farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agri-
cultural area and below were successful.  Category 4 farmers with areas greater than this and all 
farmers in category 5 were unsuccessful.  The person named comes under category 5 as he had 
not previously participated in REPS.  On this basis a letter issued to the person named on 27th 
May informing him that he was not successful and setting out the reasons.  The person was also 
informed of right of appeal to AEOS Section.  An appeal was received from the person named 
and he has been advised that his appeal was unsuccessful.  He has been informed of the right to 
appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

Agriculture Schemes Appeals

24/09/2013WRZ01400459. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39354/13]

24/09/2013WRZ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appeal 
was received by the Agriculture Appeals Office on behalf of the person named on 2 August 
2013.  Receipt of the appeal was acknowledged on the same date.  On receipt of the Department 
file, the appeal will be assigned to an individual Appeals Officer who will be in contact with the 
appellant regarding the next stage of the appeal.

Sheepmeat Sector

24/09/2013WRZ01600460. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that hill farmers are suffering as a result of falling lamb prices, his plans to 
support them during this present financial crisis; if he will engage in discussions with the facto-
ries to resolve this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39375/13]

24/09/2013WRZ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is ultimate-
ly the market which determines the return available to any farm enterprise and my Department 
has no function in this regard.  Sheep farmers in hill areas benefit from the general schemes of 
SPS (1.2B) and DAS (190M).  As well as this my Department provides considerable specific 
support for the sheep sector in Ireland.  Key supports for this sector include:
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- €7 million from the 2009 Single Farm Payment National Reserve under the Uplands Sheep 
Payment Scheme and

- €68 million for the three year grassland sheep scheme which commenced in 2010 and 
which was due to expire at the end of 2012, but which I extended for an additional year in 2013 
and for which €14 million has been made available.

- €3 million provided in 2013 for a Sheep Technology Adoption Programme, with a maxi-
mum payment of €1,000 per participant

- €3 million for a continuation of the sheep fencing scheme in 2013.

Teagasc have collaborated with Bord Bia on research to identify new possible outlets for 
light lamb. However, under-finished lamb has the disadvantages of having poor conformation, 
fat cover and meat yield and there are very few market outlets for this product.

Nevertheless, there are other initiatives to develop market outlets for the sector.  My Depart-
ment in collaboration with Bord Bia will spend over €1.1 million this year on the promotion of 
sheep and lamb at home and abroad.  In addition Teagasc has allocated almost €1.5 million for 
sheep research for 2013.

Sugar Industry

24/09/2013WRZ01800461. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding the redevelopment of the beet industry here; the meetings that have taken place 
with interested groups across the country with either him or his officials; the position regarding 
the sugar quota within the EU; the meetings that have taken place between his Department and 
other EU Ministers over the past six months regarding Ireland’s position; the outcome of those 
meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39376/13]

24/09/2013WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to 
confirm to the Deputy that in 2011 I met with two separate groups which had conducted feasi-
bility studies, into the possibility of establishing a new sugar/bioethanol facility in the country. 
I understand from figures published by the interested groups who are investigating the possibil-
ity of building a new facility, that the overall capital cost costs involved could range from €250 
million to €400 million, depending on what type of facility will be constructed. 

I informed both groups at the time and since that any venture to develop a combined sugar/
bioethanol production facility would have to be a viable commercial proposition, and supported 
by a business case which is sufficiently robust to attract the funding from investors for the very 
substantial capital investment required. I explained to both groups that it was job to look for 
agreement at EU level to allow for the growing of sugar beet for the manufacture of sugar at 
the earliest possible time scale. Subsequent to these meetings officials from my Department 
have met with representatives from the two groups on a number of occasions since to assist and 
inform them of the latest position.

I am pleased to confirm to the Deputy that at the last Council of Agriculture Ministers, 
which I chaired under Ireland’s EU Presidency, I secured agreement as part of the overall CAP 
reform package to abolish sugar quotas by 30 September 2017. This agreement removes, with 
effect from 1st October 2017, the quota barrier for operators in Ireland or other Member States 
wishing to re-establish a sugar industry.  This agreement has been welcomed by those who are 
interested in seeking to re-establish a sugar industry here.   
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Farm Inspections

24/09/2013WRZ02000462. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
notice of inspection a farmer is entitled to under the Charter of Farmers’ Rights for inspec-
tions relating to ground, maps, inspections and disadvantaged area payment; if his attention has 
been drawn to a case (details supplied) in County Tipperary where the due notification was not 
provided; his views on whether this lack of notice is fair; if he will reconsider the findings of 
the inspection in view of the lack of fair notice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39426/13]

24/09/2013WRZ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the context 
of delivering the Direct Payment Schemes my Department is required to carry out on-the-spot 
inspections on a number of farms covering such issues as eligibility under the Scheme, compli-
ance with EU legislation in the areas of the environment, food safety, animal health and welfare 
and plant health and ensuring that the farm is maintained in good agricultural and environmen-
tal condition. These inspections are mandatory and there are certain minimum numbers and 
types of inspections that must take place annually.

Rules regarding the advance notification of inspections are clearly laid down in the gov-
erning EU regulations and must be adhered to by officials in my Department. In general, all 
inspections should be unannounced. However, the regulations allow my Department to give up 
to 14 days notice for land eligibility and cross-compliance inspections involving SMRs other 
than those related to animal identification and registration, food, feed, and animal welfare. For 
checks involving cattle identification and registration the maximum advance notice is 48 hours. 
For SMRs dealing with feed, food and animal welfare no advance notice may be given and 
these inspections must take place on an unannounced basis.  Where it is considered that the 
purpose of any type of inspection may be jeopardised by giving notice, the inspection will take 
place on an unannounced basis. In determining the type of notice to be given for an inspection 
a number of factors are considered so as to ensure that the inspection process is not jeopardised.

These notification procedures are in accordance with those outlined in my Department’s 
Farmers’ Charter and Action Plan.

The person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection and having examined 
the 2013 application it was determined that the inspection should be unannounced. This is as 
permitted within both the EU governing legislation and my Department’s Farmers’ Charter and 
Action Plan.  The inspection took place on 3rd July and following receipt of requested docu-
mentation from the person named, the inspection process is being finalised. In the event that 
any non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme are identified these will be 
communicated to the person named in writing as soon as possible. 

Fish Quotas

24/09/2013WRZ02200463. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the white fish quota (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39504/13]

24/09/2013WRZ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The annual 
fisheries quotas for Ireland for the following year are determined each year as part of the TAC 
and Quota negotiations at the Fisheries Council in December. Once the Irish national quotas for 
the year are fixed the arrangements for the management of the fisheries and for the allocation of 
the quotas over the year and across the various fisheries participants commence.  Each month 
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my Department meets with the fishermen and on shore processors to discuss and agree advice 
for me on the desired allocation of the quotas for the following month. This advice, developed 
in partnership with the fishing industry, then forms the basis for my decision on fisheries man-
agement for the following month under the relevant legislative frameworks in place governing 
the effective management, conservation and rational exploitation of our sea fisheries resources.

Beef Technology Adoption Programme Payments

24/09/2013WRZ02400464. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the payment for beef discussion group in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Limerick; and when the payment will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39505/13]

24/09/2013WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Approved 
2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme participants were required to attend a prescribed 
number of discussion group meetings or approved national events, in addition to completing 
two Tasks, chosen from a menu of eight, designed to enhance on-farm efficiency.  The broad 
range of available Task options allowed participants to choose those best suited to the busi-
ness needs and particular characteristics of their beef enterprises. Initial validation of this case 
revealed that the person named had failed one of the two Tasks chosen by him under the 2012 
Programme.

This decision was appealed by the person named and following consideration of the appeal 
the person named is now deemed to have satisfied the Programme criteria.  Accordingly, pay-
ment under the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme will issue shortly to the person 
named.

Fish Farming

24/09/2013WRZ02600465. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son the report of Inland Fisheries Ireland in October 2010, critical of the Marine Institute’s 
monitoring of sea lice in fish farms and expressing concern about the effect on wild stocks, was 
not passed on to the European Commission. [39617/13]

24/09/2013WRZ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In respond-
ing to the case referred to by the Deputy my Department forwarded all relevant material to the 
EU Commission, including material supplied by Inland Fisheries Ireland.  In addition, the EU 
Commission arranged for Inland Fisheries Ireland to make a direct oral presentation of its posi-
tion at a meeting with the Commission on 19 December 2011 at which my Department was also 
present.  Following consideration of the scientific facts underpinning the State’s control proto-
cols for the management of sea lice the EU Commission closed the case on 11 October 2012.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRZ02800466. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of suckler calf premium will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39621/13]

24/09/2013WRZ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered twelve beef breed calves during 2011, payment in respect of eight of these 
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calves is currently being processed.  The remaining four animals are deemed ineligible as three 
were sold before the required measures were completed, and one was rejected during an on 
farm inspection.

The person named registered thirteen beef breed animals under the 2012 Suckler Cow Wel-
fare Scheme.  Payment issued in respect of eight of these animals on 18th September 2013.  
The remaining five animals were deemed ineligible as two were sold before the Scheme’s mea-
sures were completed.  The required information has not been submitted within the prescribed 
timeframe for a further two animals and the last animal is a twin and, therefore, not eligible for 
payment.  Under the Terms and Conditions of the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme, one payment 
is made where the cow gives birth to twins.

Single Payment Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRZ03000467. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a single farm payment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39674/13]

24/09/2013WRZ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme on 21st May 2013 and 
was the subject of a 4% late penalty.  The closing date for the receipt of applications under the 
2013 scheme was 15th May with applications received after 15th May accepted up to 9th June 
2013 subject to a 1% penalty per working day.

The person named submitted an appeal and following consideration of that appeal the late 
application penalty has been waived. 

Coillte Teoranta Staff

24/09/2013WRZ03200468. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Coillte engage in any forms of community employment scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39740/13]

24/09/2013WRZ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as participation in community employment schemes, are 
the responsibility of the company.  The matter was, however, raised with the company.  The 
company advised it does not engage in any form of community employment scheme. 

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

24/09/2013WRZ03400469. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review the applications of the approximately 3,500 farmers excluded from the agri-envi-
ronment options scheme 3, in the context of Budget 2014 and in view of the positive impact that 
the REP scheme/AEOS schemes have made in contributing to the enhancement of the environ-
ment and the valuable expenditure by participating farmers on goods and services, which has 
contributed enormously to local economies.  [39771/13]

24/09/2013WRZ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Agri-En-
vironment Options Scheme has had a very positive uptake, which is why I was more than happy 
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to open AEOS 3 in 2012, despite fiscal constraints. I secured funding of €20 million per annum 
for the Scheme and 6,000 applicants received approvals in May this year.  The maximum pay-
ment is €4,000 per annum, with a minimum 5 year contract.  The Scheme was oversubscribed, 
with 9,703 applications received, therefore 3,703 could not be accommodated within the bud-
get.  360 of these were invalid applications and 3,343 did not meet the selection criteria.  The 
selection criteria gave priority access to farmers in designated areas and to farmers with smaller 
holdings who were previously in REPS. 

Beef Industry Issues

24/09/2013WRAA00200470. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will reintroduce the suckler cow scheme in view of the fact that during the past 12 months there 
has been a 20% reduction in the suckler cow herd due to the fodder crisis and adverse weather 
conditions in 2012 and early 2013; if he will include this programme of support scheme at an 
early date in budget 2014 to ensure that suckler farmers, who are in the low income sector, can 
consolidate and enhance their herd numbers and thereby maintain the competitiveness and high 
reputation of Irish beef and live exports.  [39772/13]

24/09/2013WRAA00300476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the current strength of the beef herd with particular reference to the need to ensure the avail-
ability of sufficient calf production to meet the current and future market requirements; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39833/13]

24/09/2013WRAA00400477. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the strength of the single suckler herd has fluctuated year on year since 
1999; if any particular measures are required to increase the strength of the herd currently; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39834/13]

24/09/2013WRAA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 470, 476 and 477 together.

Data on the national herd is published twice yearly by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
and categorises cows as either dairy or non-dairy cows with the latter kept for beef production. 
The mid-year statistical trend for beef cows in the period from 1999 to 2012 is presented in the 
table below. 

Year Beef Cow Herd 
‘000 head

1999 1,217.3
2000 1,187.0
2001 1,196.8
2002 1,154.2
2003 1,187.3
2004 1,207.1
2005 1,128.7
2006 1,182.4
2007 1,207.1
2008 1,220.1
2009 1,203.7
2010 1,158.4
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2011 1,123.3
2012 1,148.6
Source: CSO June Livestock Survey

The results for June 2012 show a 2.3% increase in the numerical strength of the herd relative 
to 2011 as high cattle prices encouraged beef producers to restock their herds. The data from my 
Department’s Animal Identification and Movement system, which is also used to provide data 
to the CSO, indicates that, as of mid September 2013, suckler cow numbers were 1.107 million 
or 3.6% down on the previous year. There is also evidence of a 9% reduction in the number of 
calves born to suckler cows in the year to July 2013 compared to the same period in the previ-
ous year, although this comes against the background of increases in such calvings in both 2011 
and 2012. 

Against this background, the available evidence does not suggest that there has been a drop 
of 20% in the size of the suckler cow herd. Patterns emerge over several years and it would 
be premature to draw definitive conclusions solely on the basis of the evidence available for 
2013. Despite the drop recorded this year, the size of the suckler herd has remained consistently 
strong at over one million head, allowing valuable export markets to be developed from the 
quality beef produced from this herd.  While registrations are subject to cyclical fluctuations, 
the composition of the national herd, however, is constantly reviewed by my Department so 
that the necessary structural supports are in place to enable the industry to meet future market 
requirements.

Notwithstanding the ongoing consolidation of the public finances, my Department and the 
agencies under its remit continue to provide an array of financial and infrastructural supports to 
underpin production in the beef sector. These include initiatives such as the Beef Technology 
Adoption Programme (BTAP), which is designed to equip beef farmers with the knowledge to 
improve output and efficiency at farm level. To date, some €5 million has been paid to almost 
5,500 farmers in respect of the 2012 BTAP.

Other financial supports include residual payments under the Suckler Cow Scheme, of 
which approximately €8.4m has been disbursed to date in 2013, and the establishment of the 
Beef Data Programme (BDP) for which a sum of €10 million has been allocated in respect of 
2013-born animals. The BDP retains essential elements from the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme 
and will assist farmers in improving the genetic quality of their livestock and will maintain a 
data flow to ICBF that will generate further advances in cattle breeding and, ultimately, in pro-
ducer profitability. In addition, my Department provides funding to support the work of ICBF in 
delivering sustainable genetic gain in the national herd. On the advisory side, Teagasc provides 
a best practice model for suckler farmers through its participation in an expanded BETTER 
Beef Farm Programme.

I am committed to the development of a strong and sustainable suckler cow sector.  In the 
context of the Food Harvest 2020 strategy, a challenging budgetary situation and ongoing dis-
cussions on a new Rural Development Programme, I will give careful consideration to various 
policy options that will reward productivity and quality in beef production with a view to en-
hancing the future competitiveness of Irish beef and live exports.

Farm Retirement Scheme Eligibility

24/09/2013WRAA00600471. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide an incentive to older farmers to take retirement to be able to hand farms over 



24 September 2013

329

to younger and possibly more productive farmers; if he would see merits in such a scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39777/13]

24/09/2013WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are a 
range of tax measures applicable to the agricultural sector announced in recent Budgets which 
reflect the Government’s commitment to supporting younger farmers through encouraging ear-
lier inter-generational transfer of farm holdings and minimising the costs associated with trans-
fer of farm holdings. These measures have created a positive environment for structural change 
to occur and will help facilitate meeting the ambitious expansion targets planned in the Food 
Harvest 2020 strategy. The issue of further changes to the reliefs in the future is a matter in 
the first instance for the Minister for Finance and I will continue to liase closely with Minister 
Noonan in relation to possible taxation measures linked to policy priorities in my Department.

In relation to CAP measures I was very pleased that a single farm payment top-up for young 
farmers was part of the political agreement reached under the Irish presidency.  I believe this 
measure will also incentivise farm transfer.  In relation to pillar 2 of the CAP, my Department 
has undertaken detailed consultations with stakeholders and other required preparatory work 
for a new Rural Development Programme. Based on the outcome of these processes, the draft-
ing of a new programme is being advanced in my Department. While support for a specific 
retirement scheme for farmers is not included in the draft Rural Development Regulation, there 
is scope in the menu of possible measures in the draft Regulation to provide support for young 
farmers and these will be considered in the preparation of the RDP.

Felling Licences Applications

24/09/2013WRAA00800472. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a felling licence will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39778/13]

24/09/2013WRAA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A General 
Felling Licence, number GFL13868, was issued in the post to the above applicant on 20 Sep-
tember 2013.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Reopening

24/09/2013WRAA01000473. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition regarding the opening of the agri-environment options scheme for applicants.  [39807/13]

24/09/2013WRAA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Agri-
Environment Options Scheme has had a very positive uptake, which is why I was more than 
happy to open AEOS 3 in 2012, despite fiscal constraints. I secured funding of €20 million 
per annum for the Scheme and 6,000 applicants received approvals in May this year.  The 
maximum payment is €4,000 per annum, with a minimum 5 year contract.  The Scheme was 
oversubscribed, with 9,703 applications received, therefore 3,703 could not be accommodated 
within the budget.  360 of these were invalid applications and 3,343 did not meet the selection 
criteria. The selection criteria gave priority access to farmers in designated areas and to farmers 
with smaller holdings who were previously in REPS. 

The revised CAP 2014 – 2020 gives priority to agri-environment schemes and requires 
that the new Rural Development Plan must include an agri-environment scheme. In relation to 
Pillar 2, preparatory work for the next Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 – 2020 is 
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well underway. Under the current draft Rural Development Regulation, my Department must 
undertake an ex ante evaluation, a public consultation, a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities and Threats) a needs assessment, a strategic environmental assessment 
(SEA) and an appropriate assessment (AA) in developing our Rural Development Programme. 
An independent evaluator has been contracted to prepare the ex-ante evaluation report, SEA 
and AA and to advise on the SWOT analysis.

An initial consultation process was launched in 2012, and written submissions were re-
ceived from over 80 stakeholders.  These submissions have been analysed by my Department 
and have fed into the development of the SWOT and needs analyses.  A second consultation 
was held in July, where stakeholders attended a full day workshop on the draft SWOT and 
needs analyses. Based on the outcome of these processes, the drafting of a new programme is 
being advanced in my Department, and it is intended that further stakeholder consultation will 
form part of this.  The submission of a new RDP will be interlinked with the submission by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform of an overall Partnership Agreement which will 
form the framework document for EAFRD funding and the other structural funds. 

Participants in AEOS whose contracts overlap with these new schemes will be given the op-
portunity to adjust their commitments for the remainder of the period of the contract to the legal 
framework of the next programming period.  If such an adjustment is not acceptable to the par-
ticipant he/she may withdraw from the scheme without any requirement for reimbursement of 
aid already received.  Any extension to the current AEOS 3 scheme to allow access to the 3,343 
unsuccessful applicants would have to be considered in the context of the wider budgetary situ-
ation.  In view of the challenges we continue to face in terms of the public finances, and the 
requirement to balance competing needs both within the agricultural sector and in the economy 
as a whole, the government will give these matters careful consideration in the context of the 
upcoming Estimates process.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

24/09/2013WRAA01200474. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to maximise the advantage for the agrifood sector arising out of 
the Common Agricultural Policy and leading into the WTO; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [39831/13]

24/09/2013WRAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The agricul-
ture and food sector is vital to the European Economy, with an EU agriculture trade surplus 
of €7 billion in 2011.  I believe that Europe needs to continue to ensure that the food that it 
produces is safe and that agricultural methods are environmentally sustainable.  But it is also 
necessary to ensure that the Union’s agriculture sector is competitive, particularly given the 
importance of the sector as a major exporter and the strong links between the sector and rural 
development in Europe. 

The CAP provides the framework within which the sustainable development of a competi-
tive and efficient agriculture sector is pursued, as well as the resources to assist in its achieve-
ment.  In providing this framework the CAP has underpinned the modernisation of the Euro-
pean agriculture sector, making a vital contribution not only to economic growth in the EU, 
but also to sustainable, long-term global food security.  The CAP also underpins the socio-
economic development of rural areas.  The most recent reform of the CAP is marked by three 
major advances:

- First there is a greater emphasis on environmental sustainability through the greening of 
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direct payments and the requirement to support agri-environment measures in rural develop-
ment programmes.

- Second, concerted efforts are being made to tackle the problem of generation renewal 
through new and enhanced supports for young farmers;

- Third, the phasing out of production quotas for key products such as sugar and milk, 
backed up by safety-net provisions in cases of severe market disturbance, continues the in-
creased orientation towards the market.

Overarching these changes is the flexibility that has been allowed to Member States to adapt 
the policy measures under both the first and second pillar to deal with their own specific chal-
lenges within the common policy.  It is my firm belief that these changes amount to a useful and 
progressive reform of the CAP making it fit for purpose to 2020.  They are consistent with the 
smart, green, growth objectives of Food Harvest 2020 and provide farmers and the agri-food 
sector with policy certainty for the years to come.

Milk Quota Cessation

24/09/2013WRAA01400475. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he has evaluated the opportunities for the Irish and European dairy sectors 
in the aftermath of the abolition of milk quotas; if he expects that Irish producers will be ad-
equately equipped to avail of such opportunities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39832/13]

24/09/2013WRAA01500479. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which his Department has identified opportunities for the expansion of the export 
of dairy produce globally; the degree to which such prospects are likely to affected by the lifting 
of milk quotas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39836/13]

24/09/2013WRAA01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 475 and 479 together.

Market analysis predicts that medium term prospects for global dairy markets are good, 
with growth in world population and wealth expected to stimulate strong levels of demand for 
dairy products.  More than 85% of Irish dairy production is exported and Ireland has access for 
dairy products to over eighty countries worldwide.  Nevertheless I am working with industry 
to raise the profile of the Irish dairy sector, and the Irish agri-food sector generally, in emerg-
ing markets in the Far East, North Africa and elsewhere.  I have been very active in developing 
relationships in new and expanding markets in order to build the kind of confidence in Irish 
production and control systems that provide a platform for long-term trading relationships in 
the future.  On this note I am leading a trade mission to the Gulf States in the near future.

The ending of the milk quota regime does represent an exceptional opportunity to increase 
milk output, both in Ireland and in other Member States where milk production forms a signifi-
cant part of their agricultural output. A Report published by the EU Commission last December 
on how markets are evolving, as the ending of milk quotas approaches, found that medium and 
long term prospects for the dairy sector are favourable.  This conclusion is based on population 
growth projections and interest for Westernisation of diets in emerging economies. The Report 
did caution, however, that this outlook did not rule out short term market fluctuations.

Ireland strongly supported the decision to abolish milk quotas with effect from 1 April 2015 
on the basis that quotas were widely regarded by both the Irish dairy sector and market analysts 
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as a brake on the potential of the sector to respond positively to market opportunities.  I expect 
the abolition of quotas to facilitate an expansion in the sector and through the Food Harvest 
2020 Report the industry has set itself an ambitious target for a 50% increase in milk production 
by 2020.  For my part I have been working on a number of fronts to prepare the industry for the 
move to a quota free environment and equip it to respond to the market opportunities arising.

A key element of this market strategy is to optimise the already positive green image of Ire-
land in order to create a point of differentiation for Irish dairy products on international markets.  
In this context, stakeholders are at present engaged, through Bord Bia, in technical discussions 
to finalise a dairy sustainability and quality scheme.  At processing level, Bord Bia’s Origin 
Green Programme is providing a vehicle for industry to commit itself to sustainability targets 
by reducing energy inputs, minimising overall carbon footprint and mitigating the impact on the 
environment.  This pro-active approach to environmental sustainability has a strong resonance 
with procurement strategists in the many multi-national food companies who are interested in 
using Ireland as a source of high quality food ingredients and processed products. 

Of course the industry itself has a responsibility to focus its efforts on market and product 
development.  Supported by Government, the Irish dairy sector has succeeded in positioning 
itself as a major international player, and we have seen industry announcements in relation to 
the development of supply arrangements between Irish companies and multi-national players 
in third countries, and the development of value added products which can maximise the value 
of our dairy output. 

At farm level my Department, in conjunction with Teagasc, has been working with, and will 
continue to work towards helping the industry prepare for this move to a quota free environ-
ment. A range of supports have been provided to develop the skills and knowledge necessary to 
reduce costs and improve efficiency at farm level. Such supports include the Dairy Efficiency 
Programme, which has facilitated a significant increase in Discussion Group participation, and 
the Dairy Equipment Scheme, which provides grant aid for milking machines, cooling equip-
ment and other related ancillary equipment.

Taking all this into account, I am confident that the collaborative efforts of Government, the 
processing industry and the producers will ensure a thriving and sustainable dairy sector that 
can use the opportunity afforded by the abolition of quotas to fully leverage the natural advan-
tage of Ireland’s grass-based production system.

  Questions Nos. 476 and 477 answered with Question No. 470.

Food Exports

24/09/2013WRAA01800478. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which potential new markets for beef, lamb and pigmeat, in the EU and globally 
have been identified; the extent to which any such markets can be accessed in the short and 
medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39835/13]

24/09/2013WRAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Beef

Over the past decade, the profile of Irish beef exports has changed from reliance on volatile 
international markets to targeting higher-value consumer markets in the UK and Continental 
Europe. While international markets provide valuable options for Irish traders, the preponder-
ance of Irish beef exports consists of chilled boneless product destined for other EU member 
states. According to Bord Bia estimates, the UK accounted for 52% of total export volumes in 
2012 with virtually all the remainder going to Continental Europe where the main destinations 
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(in order of importance) were France, the Netherlands, Italy, Sweden and Spain. 

Irish beef is now listed with more than 75 high-end retail chains across EU markets. This 
wide portfolio of customers has contributed significantly to higher returns for Irish beef in 
recent years and reflects the success of Bord Bia’s differentiation and premiumisation strategy 
which focuses on the key attributes of Irish beef: environmentally sustainable, grass-based 
production systems, full traceability, quality assurance at all stages and superior eating quality. 
Among Bord Bia’s key initiatives this year is the continued development, global promotion 
and marketing of its Origin Green initiative, designed to establish Ireland as a world leader in 
sustainably produced food and drink. Over 200 companies are currently working with Bord Bia 
to develop, and commit to, sustainability plans setting out clear targets in emissions, energy, 
waste, water, biodiversity and corporate social responsibility activities.

Recent data from the British Cattle Movement Service indicates that calf registrations in 
Great Britain in the first half of the year were 5% lower than in the same period in 2012. Partly 
resulting from a decline in the suckler beef breeding herd, non-dairy calf registrations were 7% 
down year on year. This downward trend will impact on future production of high-quality beef 
and signals that cattle availability is likely to remain constrained in the medium-term creating 
potential opportunities for Irish exporters.

Regarding the EU market situation, tight supplies and firm prices have attracted more im-
ports to compete with domestic production. Commission data shows that overall beef and veal 
production for the first 6 months of 2013 was 5% down compared to the corresponding period 
in 2012. Imports for the period January to July 2013 were 8% up with Brazil, Uruguay and 
Australia shipping substantially higher volumes than last year. Future export performance will 
depend on economic developments, including consumer demand and price competitiveness, in 
our principal markets.

Pigmeat

Whilst the UK, as the largest single destination, and Continental Europe together account 
for the majority of pigmeat exports, there has been a continued shift in recent years towards 
Third Country markets for pigmeat. This differs from developments in other meats, particularly 
beef.  Approximately one-third of Irish pigmeat export volumes are destined for international 
markets, with China, the USA and Russia accounting for the majority of this trade. This trend 
has continued upwards in recent years as markets outside of the European Union become more 
attractive to exporters. The value of exports was in excess of €500 million in 2012 and this 
value has increased by 9% in the first half of 2013.

Sheepmeat

Irish sheep processors have made significant ground in growing exports into a number of 
key European markets such as Belgium, Germany and Sweden.  These high potential markets 
are delivering a higher-value return and interest in the Irish lamb offering is growing as New 
Zealand lamb has become less available.  Overall, exports of Irish sheepmeat for the first 7 
months of the year stood at almost 24,000 tonnes, equivalent to a 4% increase on the same 
period last year.

International Markets

I have been very active in developing relationships in new and expanding markets for beef, 
lamb and pigmeat, raising the profile of Ireland and guaranteeing confidence in Irish production 
and control systems; this provides a platform for long-term trading relationships into the future.  
Since my appointment, I have led trade missions to China, the US and Algeria. I will shortly 
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lead a trade mission to the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries in the Middle East. My 
Department continues to engage on market access issues with many countries, in collaboration 
with Bord Bia and Irish embassies’ personnel. 

These initiatives have led to a number of notable successes in securing agreement to import 
from authorities in Singapore, Egypt and Iran which allow the import of Irish beef; with Sin-
gapore, South Africa, UAE, Canada and the Russian Federation-Customs Union for the import 
of Irish sheepmeat and with Australia and Serbia for the import of Irish pork.  There is a strong 
demand for meat globally and my focus is to enable Irish exporters to take advantage of the 
opportunities that arise.

  Question No. 479 answered with Question No. 475.

Food Industry Development

24/09/2013WRAA02100480. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he and his Department expect to be able to capitalise on the expansion of 
the agrifood sector with a view to maximising opportunities for economic recovery having par-
ticular regard to the success to date in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39837/13]

24/09/2013WRAA02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am confi-
dent that the industry developed targets set out in Food Harvest 2020, our comprehensive plan 
for the development of the sector, are achievable and can be met. This planned expansion of 
the sector will contribute to Ireland’s economic recovery.  The main targets in the Food Harvest 
report are by 2020 to increase the value of 

- Agriculture, food (including seafood) and drink exports by 42%

- Primary output in the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sector by 33% and

- Value added production by 40%

- In addition, a 50% increase in milk production and 78% increase in the volume of aqua-
culture production is envisaged.

Progress on these targets and the 215 recommendations in the Food Harvest 2020 report are 
monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis by the Food Harvest High Level Implementation 
Committee (HLIC). The HLIC, which I chair, consists of the senior officials of all state agen-
cies involved in the agriculture, food and fisheries sector.  Its third report, “Milestones for Suc-
cess 2013”, published earlier this month, provides a detailed account of considerable progress 
achieved to date on all the recommendations in FH2020 (link following).  

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/foodharvest2020/Mile-
stones2013110913.pdf.

Food Exports

24/09/2013WRAA02300481. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which any plans are being made in respect of Irish agrifood exports to the UK in 
the future in the event of UK withdrawal from the European Union; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [39838/13]
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24/09/2013WRAA02400482. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he has had discussions with his UK counterparts with a view to putting in 
place provisions for trade in the agrifood sector in the event of UK withdrawal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [39839/13]

24/09/2013WRAA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 481 and 482 together.

I have had no discussions with my UK counterpart on this issue.  In the event of the UK 
deciding on a different form of relationship with the European Union, negotiations would be 
undertaken at EU level on the form of trading relationships that would apply and whether this 
would include a free trade area. Ireland and the UK have strong bilateral agri-food trading 
relationships related to their complementary and shared interests; this is despite operating in 
different currency zones.  That overall policy of promoting a diverse portfolio of markets where 
that offers the best sectoral advantage will continue.

Food Labelling

24/09/2013WRAA02600483. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the labelling of meat and all food products continues to be enforced in order 
to preserve and protect the consumer and preserve the integrity of the agrifood sector here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39840/13]

24/09/2013WRAA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Minister 
for Health has overall responsibility for the general food labelling legislation at both EU and 
domestic level, with The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) under the aegis the Minister 
for Health responsible for the enforcement of food safety and labelling requirements in Ireland.  
It carries out this remit through service contracts with my Department and other agencies in-
cluding the Health Service Executive (HSE), Local Authority Veterinary Service and the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority. However my Department plays a collaborative role in policy 
and enforcement, together with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

In this regard, EU Food Information for the Consumer Regulation adopted in 2011 provides 
a framework for providing information to consumers in relation to the provenance of food, and 
provides for the extension of compulsory origin labelling to meats other than beef. I have been 
a strong proponent of appropriate food labelling and my Department will play an active part in 
deliberations in how best to implement these provisions, once the Commission has completed 
its impact analysis on the matter later this year. 

This legislation extended explicit compulsory origin labelling requirements to meats other 
than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in implementing acts by 13 December 2013, 
following an impact assessment by the Commission.  Food production and labelling in the 
countries of the European Union operates in accordance with harmonised rules and member 
states controls are subject to audit and supervision by the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) of 
the EU.  Inspections to ensure compliance with labelling legislation are carried out by a vari-
ety of inspection services provided by the HSE and my Department under the aforementioned 
contracts.

EU law provides for the free movement of goods between Member States. On that basis, 
meat and meat products produced in an establishment which is approved under the relevant EU 
regulation can be moved freely within the EU. Food business operators in Ireland are respon-
sible for carrying out checks to ensure that their ingredients come from approved plants. They 
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must also have a system in place to identify the source of inputs and destination of outputs 
(referred to as one “step forward and one step back”).  My Department has a permanent veteri-
nary presence in all its approved slaughter plants. Controls at stand alone secondary processing 
plants are carried out at a frequency which is based on an annual risk assessment for each plant. 
Checks are also conducted at retail level by the HSE, working under the aegis of the FSAI.  

An annual audit of imported products is carried out in each Department approved meat 
plant. The audit includes physical identity, labelling and documentary checks. This includes 
product originating both in EU Member States and third countries.  In addition, labelling and 
documentary checks form part of the routine checks conducted by Department officials. 

Poultry products imported from outside the EU must come from plants approved under 
the European Union veterinary inspection regime. These premises must have equivalent stan-
dards to those pertaining in the EU. Such meat products are subject to documentary, identity 
and, where necessary, physical checks at the point of entry to ensure compliance with the EU 
requirements.

The Food Information for the Consumer Regulation (1169/2011/ EC) provides inter alia   
for mandatory country of origin/place of provenance labelling. This Regulation extends manda-
tory origin/provenance labelling, already applying in eth case of beef, to pigmeat, sheepmeat 
and poultry. The Commission has been asked to bring forward its proposals in relation to the 
mandatory origin/provenance of these meats to September so that the detailed rules can be ad-
opted by the end of this year.  It is intended that the legislation will come into effect in 2014.

Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Payments

24/09/2013WRAA02800484. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 498 of 25 June 2013, if his Department has given full 
approval and compliance status to the extent of accommodation provided by a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39841/13]

24/09/2013WRAA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
a recent on-farm inspection it was established that the size of the sow house currently under 
construction by the person named is in accordance with the specifications submitted with the 
application and for which an approval has already issued.  The person named is an approved 
applicant under the TAMS Sow Welfare Scheme.

Food Labelling

24/09/2013WRAA03000485. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied regarding the adequacy and frequency of checks and inspections in respect of 
food and food-product labelling here and throughout the European Union with particular refer-
ence to the need to preserve the integrity of the food industry and recognise its importance to 
this economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39842/13]

24/09/2013WRAA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Minister 
for Health has overall responsibility for the general food labelling legislation at both EU and 
domestic level, with The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) under the aegis the Minister 
for Health responsible for the enforcement of food safety and labelling requirements in Ireland.  
It carries out this remit through service contracts with my Department and other agencies in-
cluding the Health Service Executive (HSE), Local Authority Veterinary Service and the Sea 
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Fisheries Protection Authority. However my Department plays a collaborative role in policy 
and enforcement, together with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

In this regard, EU Food Information for the Consumer Regulation adopted in 2011 provides 
a framework for providing information to consumers in relation to the provenance of food, and 
provides for the extension of compulsory origin labelling to meats other than beef. I have been 
a strong proponent of appropriate food labelling and my Department will play an active part in 
deliberations in how best to implement these provisions, once the Commission has completed 
its impact analysis on the matter later this year.  This legislation extended explicit compulsory 
origin labelling requirements to meats other than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in 
implementing acts by 13 December 2013, following an impact assessment by the Commission. 

Food production and labelling in the countries of the European Union operates in accor-
dance with harmonised rules and member states controls are subject to audit and supervision 
by the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) of the EU.  Inspections to ensure compliance with 
labelling legislation are carried out by a variety of inspection services provided by the HSE and 
my Department under the aforementioned contracts.

EU law provides for the free movement of goods between Member States. On that basis, 
meat and meat products produced in an establishment which is approved under the relevant EU 
regulation can be moved freely within the EU. Food business operators in Ireland are respon-
sible for carrying out checks to ensure that their ingredients come from approved plants. They 
must also have a system in place to identify the source of inputs and destination of outputs 
(referred to as one “step forward and one step back”). 

My Department has a permanent veterinary presence in all its approved slaughter plants. 
Controls at stand alone secondary processing plants are carried out at a frequency which is 
based on an annual risk assessment for each plant. Checks are also conducted at retail level by 
the HSE, working under the aegis of the FSAI.  An annual audit of imported products is carried 
out in each Department approved meat plant. The audit includes physical identity, labelling and 
documentary checks. This includes product originating both in EU Member States and third 
countries.  In addition, labelling and documentary checks form part of the routine checks con-
ducted by Department officials. 

Poultry products imported from outside the EU must come from plants approved under 
the European Union veterinary inspection regime. These premises must have equivalent stan-
dards to those pertaining in the EU. Such meat products are subject to documentary, identity 
and, where necessary, physical checks at the point of entry to ensure compliance with the EU 
requirements.

The Food Information for the Consumer Regulation (1169/2011/ EC) provides inter alia   
for mandatory country of origin/place of provenance labelling. This Regulation extends manda-
tory origin/provenance labelling, already applying in the case of beef, to pigmeat, sheepmeat 
and poultry. The Commission has been asked to bring forward its proposals in relation to the 
mandatory origin/provenance of these meats to September so that the detailed rules can be ad-
opted by the end of this year.  It is intended that the legislation will come into effect in 2014.

Fisheries Protection

24/09/2013WRAA03200486. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which conservation measures already adopted in the context of the Common Fish-
eries Policy or otherwise continue to improve fish stocks in traditional Irish fishing waters; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [39843/13]

24/09/2013WRAA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Irish 
fishing fleet depends on healthy and sustainable stocks for it’s medium and long term viability. 
The 2013 Fisheries Impact Assessment which I presented to the Oireachtas late last year ac-
knowledges that while many stocks in which the Irish fleet have an interest are not in a healthy 
biological state, there has been an improvement in 2012 on the state of the resource base in 
relation to pressure and state indicators. Of the 59 stocks in which Ireland has a share of the EU 
TAC, 42% are now fished below FMSY compared to 36% in 2011. The state of the resource base 
in terms of SSB in relation to biomass trigger points has also improved, with 34% above Btrigger, 
an increase of 8% on last year. The number of depleted stocks has declined from 12 to 8 and 
now 14% of stocks are assessed to be depleted.  

A Communication from the EU Commission concerning fishing opportunities for 2013 stat-
ed that in the Atlantic and nearby areas, the proportion of overfished stocks has fallen almost by 
half, down to around 47% from 94% in 2004.  The new Common Fisheries Policy reform agree-
ment, negotiated to completion under the Irish Presidency will mean real meaningful reform 
to how EU waters are fished in the future. The agreement is designed to ensure the long term 
sustainability of fishing in Ireland and throughout EU waters, utilising best scientific advice as 
a key determinant in setting annual fishing quotas in the future.

A practical and phased discards policy is being introduced where in early years of imple-
mentation, TACs and quotas will be set to take account of current levels of discards, which 
should see quotas increase over time.  This means that fishermen will have time to adjust and 
implement changes that will allow for the avoidance of non target species where there are par-
ticular problems with the relevant by-catch (such as that the stock is overfished and needs to be 
allowed to rebuild).   

Setting fishing levels on the basis of the MSY Principle (Maximum Sustainable Yield) will 
lead to increased fish stocks and ultimately to higher quotas for Irish fishermen over time. It 
will end the practice of widespread overfishing and mean a more viable fishing industry for the 
longer term. Setting annual fishing quotas respecting best scientific advice will inevitably lead 
to increased fish stocks and more sustainable fishing patterns over time.

Technical measures are being introduced to avoid and minimise catches of juvenile fish and 
the reforms contain a commitment to continue and further strengthen conservation measures 
in the biologically sensitive area off the South and West coast of Ireland (new Irish box). The 
commitment to develop and strengthen biologically sensitive areas, with spawning grounds 
and high populations of juvenile fish will also protect the livelihoods of coastal communities by 
ensuring that fish are allowed to grow to maturity, are more plentiful and fished in a environ-
mentally responsible manner.

24/09/2013WRBB00150Cereal Sector

24/09/2013WRBB00200487. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied in respect of the future prospects for the cereal growing sector 
over the next ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39844/13]

24/09/2013WRBB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The main-
tenance of an efficient and viable cereals sector in Ireland is clearly very important to the well 
being of the agrifood industry.  Indigenous production of cereals is of course, an important part 
of primary agriculture production.  In addition to generating an income for our tillage farmers, 
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the cereals sector is a key source of grain for the milling and malting industry and feeding stuffs 
for the livestock sector.  Annual cereals production in Ireland has fluctuated around 2 million 
tonnes in recent years and it is desirable to try and sustain this level of production in order to 
avoid over dependence on imported cereals.  According to the CSO Cereals Supply Balance 
sheet Ireland had 74% self-sufficiency in cereals in 2010/2011.

A feature of Irish grain prices over the past seven years has been the significant degree of 
volatility between years, with Irish grain prices inextricably linked to prices available on in-
ternational markets.  Prices are linked to world harvest output in any given year, with world 
prices showing increased volatility due to extreme weather influences and speculation by trad-
ers entering the commodities markets.  In recent years, excess world supply of coarse grains 
and maize has forced down the price for Irish cereals, while reductions in world cereal harvests 
have created price spikes.

Teagasc estimates for green prices from 2004 to 2013 demonstrates the volatility of Irish 
cereal prices over this period.  From 2004 to 2006 the farm gate green price of the main cere-
als in Ireland (wheat and barley) was relatively stable at just over €100/tonne.  A reduction in 
the world harvest in 2007 saw prices peak at €200/tonne, before falling back to less than €100/
tonne in 2009.  Prices rose steadily in 2010 to €155/tonne, €165/tonne in 2011, before peaking 
again at €200/tonne in 2012 following a major reduction in world grain supplies due to unfa-
vourable weather conditions in the USA, Australia and Eastern Europe.  Grain prices for 2013 
have been falling steadily from the peak of 2012 as world harvest estimates for cereals, and es-
pecially maize in the USA, are showing an increased level of output over previous years.  Cur-
rent green farm-gate prices for barley are in the region of €145/tonne and €155/tonne for wheat.  
This volatility in prices is likely to become a constant feature of Irish cereal prices in future and 
grain producers should factor such fluctuations into their planning and marketing strategies.

My Department operates a range of services aimed at improving the efficiency of, quality 
and viability of cereal production.  These services include seed certification, seed testing and 
recommended list of varieties, research funding through the ‘Stimulus’ programme, and fund-
ing for the quality assurance scheme.  In addition, Teagasc provides research, training and advi-
sory services for cereal producers.  The value of all these support services is reflected in the fact 
that Irish cereals producers have consistently achieved some of the highest yields in the world.

Food Harvest 2020 outlined a number of challenges facing the cereal sector in the com-
ing years including price volatility, climatic and disease issues, high input prices, small and 
fragmented holdings and the cost of rented land.  However, the report also pointed to positive 
projections for cereal prices as markets are relatively well-balanced and world cereal prices 
are projected to be higher than in the last decade.  It is known that global grain production is 
struggling to meet the increasing demand for food, feed and industrial uses.  In addition to a 
rising global population creating a bigger demand for cereals, an increasing demand for meat is 
disproportionately increasing grain demand even further.  It is predicted that global demand for 
cereals will reach 3 billion tonnes by 2025 compared with 2.3 billion tonnes currently.

Global grain stocks are known to be reducing over time and this should also lead to im-
proved market prospects for Irish cereals.  With the world population projected to grow to 9 
billion by 2050, it is vital that the agriculture sector, including the Irish cereal sector, can meet 
the increased demand for food, not just in the next ten years, but through to 2050.  Signalling 
an intention to migrate away from the use of food in the production of biofuels, in October last, 
the European Commission published a proposal that seeks to introduce a 5% ceiling on the use 
of biofuels derived from sugar, cereals and rapeseed as part of the count towards the EU’s 10% 
target for renewable energy in the transport sector by 2020.  The proposal seeks to encourage 
future investment in advanced biofuels such as municipal waste and agricultural residues that 
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do not compete directly with food and feed crops.

Food Harvest 2020 highlighted the importance of optimising yields, tackling high costs and 
targeting higher priced domestic markets in order to reverse declining production trends and 
made a number of recommendations on competitiveness, branding and marketing.  Some prog-
ress has been made on these recommendations and in recent months the Tillage Stakeholder 
Group presented their development plan to the Food Harvest High Level Implementation Com-
mittee (HLIC).  This plan identified opportunities and was devised to stimulate concerted action 
by the sector so as to exploit to the maximum the potential identified by the stakeholders.  The 
HLIC welcomed this report and noted that many of the issues required a strong cross-industry 
approach if they are to be progressed. They advised that industry should start this process and 
the group should revert back to the HLIC at a later date on the progress achieved.

The primary growth in requirement for Irish cereals in the years ahead is likely to be for 
animal feed given the targets for increased livestock output proposed in Food Harvest 2020.  
However, considerable potential also exists in grains for the drink industry such as malting 
barley and recent significant investments by the large brewing and distilling companies here in 
Ireland are proof of such potential.  Further, it is envisaged that there will be increased demand 
for Irish oats milled for human food for the home and export markets and in this context, the 
success of the Agribusiness sector in securing, long-term contracts with US-based Foods com-
panies to supply milled Irish oats to a premium Irish oatmeal brand in the US market, is particu-
larly welcome.  Production of oats is also declining globally and therefore it is envisaged new 
export markets will continue to come on stream for Irish oats.  I am confident that demand will 
be sustained for a strategic supply of native cereals as raw material for our brewing, distilling, 
flour and oat milling industry and for the expanded livestock and dairy production foreseen in 
the Food Harvest 2020 report.

24/09/2013WRBB00350Beef Technology Adoption Programme Payments

24/09/2013WRBB00400488. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason payment did not issue to a person in County Galway (details supplied) under the 2012 
beef technology and adoption scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39845/13]

24/09/2013WRBB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Approved 
2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme participants were required to attend a prescribed 
number of discussion group meetings or approved national events, in addition to completing 
two Tasks, chosen from a menu of eight, designed to enhance on-farm efficiency. The broad 
range of available  Task options allowed participants to choose those best suited to the business 
needs and particular characteristics of their beef enterprises.

The person named did not qualify for payment because he failed to satisfactorily complete 
one of two Tasks he selected – the Task related to the completion of a herd health plan in con-
sultation with a veterinary practitioner.  Participants who chose that Task were required to join 
the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication programme, a condition of which was that herd 
owners had to submit tissue samples from all calves born on their holdings in 2012 to one of 
a number of designated laboratories.  Task completion was verified by the Irish Cattle Breed-
ing Federation (ICBF) which maintains a database of laboratory results on behalf of Animal 
Health Ireland.  Information received from ICBF indicated that the herd owner in question did 
not sample any 2012 born animal in 2012.  While the calves born in 2012 were BVD-tested in 
January 2013, this does not meet the Task requirement for the 2012 Programme.

It is the responsibility of participants and their facilitators to familiarise themselves with 
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the Programme Terms and Conditions and with the consequences for breaches of the rules.  
In applying for the BTAP, farmers undertook to comply with the Terms and Conditions of the 
Programme and accepted that failure to abide by the rules could result in a loss of payment.  It 
was determined following appeal that the individual concerned failed to fully comply with the 
BTAP Terms and Conditions and, accordingly, no payment is possible in this case.  The person 
named has been notified of this decision in writing.

24/09/2013WRBB00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

24/09/2013WRBB00600489. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will issue on an agri-environment options scheme III appeal lodged by a person in 
County Galway (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39846/13]

24/09/2013WRBB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28th November 2012.  The process of ranking and selecting all AEOS applicants 
was clearly set out in the scheme documentation. Acceptance into the scheme was established 
using the predetermined selection criteria as follows:

- farmers in the Boora region of Co. Offaly who chose Wild Bird Cover Option B (Grey 
Partridge) as one of their selected options,

- farmers with a minimum of 0.5 hectares of designated land,

- farm partnerships,

- farmers who previously participated in REPS commencing with smallest farms and

- others based on farm size (again favouring smaller holdings).

The person named was a previous participant in REPS. Based on the funding available 
farmers in category 4 with 22.06 hectares of utilisable agricultural area and below were suc-
cessful.  As the farm size of the person named is 26.79, the application was unsuccessful. On 
27th May 2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him that he was not successful 
and setting out the reasons.  The person was also informed of his right of appeal to AEOS Sec-
tion.  An appeal was received from the person named and he has been advised that his appeal 
was unsuccessful.  He has been informed of the right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office.

24/09/2013WRBB00750Child Care Services Inspections

24/09/2013WRBB00800490. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of crèche inspections that have been carried out in the Health Service Executive South region in 
2011 and 2012; the reasons for any changes in the number of inspections; if there are plans to 
increase the number of inspections; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39208/13]

24/09/2013WRBB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

24/09/2013WRBB00950Foreign Adoptions
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24/09/2013WRBB01000491. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to intercede on behalf of adoptive parents before the Section 63 Declarations of Eligibil-
ity and Suitability deadline of the 31 October 2013; if she will represent and voice individual 
parents cases to the respective international adoption agencies/representatives in an attempt to 
ensure the completion of these adoptions; if such discussions have taken place; and if she will 
provide details of the representations she has made on behalf of individual Irish adoptive par-
ents.  [39403/13]

24/09/2013WRBB01100497. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
that in the case of adoptions from Russia, from which many Irish citizens are seeking to adopt 
children, a statutory prohibition on the timeframe regarding the eligibility of an individual 
to become a parent applies, when it is an accepted fact that Russian adoptions are taking an 
exponentially long time and many potential parents are now facing the extra anguish of their 
eligibility expiring through no fault of their own; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [39646/13]

24/09/2013WRBB01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 491 and 497 together.

I have the utmost concern for the position that the prospective adopters who were close to 
finalising adoptions from Russia now find themselves in following the recent changes to the 
Russian adoption process.  I have received a large volume of representations on behalf of the 
applicants involved and I and my officials have actively been trying to assist those affected.  
Following queries I initiated through diplomatic channels the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence of the Russian Federation has confirmed to the Irish Embassy that new legislation came 
into force on 3rd July 2013 which requires a child to be on the national adoption database for 
twelve months before that child is deemed eligible for intercountry adoption and may be placed 
on an international adoption database.  The previous period was eight months.  I understand 
the purpose of the amendment is to extend the period during which possibilities for domestic 
adoption are considered.

The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention on adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agreement in place.  Dur-
ing the drafting of the Act a considered and detailed transitional process to deal with the change 
from previous legislation to the new Act was put in place.  The transitional measure contained 
in Section 63 of the Adoption Act, 2010, allows applicants with a valid declaration of eligibility 
and suitability to adopt who had commenced the adoption process at the time of the commence-
ment of the Act to continue with that adoption, from a non-Hague, non-bilateral country.  Such 
applicants were thus afforded an additional three year period to complete these particular adop-
tions from non-Hague countries, and must complete the process by the 31st October 2013.  The 
Adoption Authority has advised that the time period to complete the adoption process in Russia 
is generally less than a year and a large number of applicants with Section 63 declarations have 
successfully adopted from Russia during the period of validity of these Section 63 declarations.  
The issue that has arisen is that the changes introduced by the Russian authorities mean that a 
small number of Irish applicants will not be able to conclude their adoption of a Russian child 
by the 31st October 2013.

In an effort to assist I have been using diplomatic channels to seek solutions for the appli-
cants involved.  These diplomatic channels have been used to fully outline the difficult situation 
these applicants have been put in following the change in Russian procedures and to explore 
possible solutions.  The Irish Ambassador to Russia met with the Deputy Foreign Minister Titov 
in Moscow on 10th September 2013.  The Ambassador has highlighted the concerns of the spe-
cific applicants.  He has also outlined the position and noted our desire for a degree of flexibility 
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in relation to the implementation of the changes recently introduced, which has affected a small 
number of Irish applicants who were at an advanced stage in the adoption process.

I have also recently met with the Embassy Attaché from the Russian Embassy to Dublin 
who was representing the Russian Ambassador to highlight the current difficulties the sudden 
change in Russian legislation has created.  This meeting was positive and the Attaché indicated 
that officials from the Ministry of Education in Moscow are aware of the issues and are examin-
ing them closely.  Amongst the representations I have received is a proposal to amend the Adop-
tion Act, 2010 to address this situation.  As the Act is drafted on the basis of the incorporation 
of the Hague Convention and the minimum set of standards outlined therein, the implications 
of amending the Adoption Act, 2010 must be carefully examined.  Issues also arise in confining 
any such amendment to the cases immediately affected by the recent changes in Russia.  Nev-
ertheless, these legislative issues are receiving consideration by my Department in parallel with 
the ongoing engagement with the Russian authorities.

24/09/2013WRBB01250Youth Work Projects Funding

24/09/2013WRBB01300492. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
discussions her Department has had with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in 
relation to funding allocations for youth work services in 2014; if her Department highlighted 
the 30% cuts in funding for youth services since 2008; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39460/13]

24/09/2013WRBB01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug 
Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, 
Youth Information Centres, the European Youth in Action Programme (administered by Léar-
gas – the Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce – the President’s Award.  Funding of some €53.498 
million (including €1.75m in capital funding) has been made available in 2013 to support these 
schemes and programmes.

  Funding requirements and how resources should be prioritised and allocated across each 
area of Government spending are generally considered as part of the annual estimates cycle and 
budgetary process.  I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me 
to comment at this time on any future decisions that may be taken by Government in the context 
of Budget 2014 on the expenditure allocations for youth work programmes and services falling 
within the Vote of my Department.

24/09/2013WRBB01450Youth Employment Initiative

24/09/2013WRBB01500493. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the actions she will take on foot of the outcome of the informal expert roundtable at Castletown 
House in June; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [39461/13]

24/09/2013WRBB01600496. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her Department and the agencies working with young persons will play a role and contribute 
to the implementation of the youth guarantee; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39464/13]
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24/09/2013WRBB01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 493 and 496 together.

Youth employment was a key-note theme of Ireland’s EU Youth Presidency Programme.  
A key policy output on this theme is the Council Conclusions on Maximising the potential of 
Youth Policy in addressing the goals of Europe 2020, with particular emphasis on youth em-
ployment which were adopted by the Council of EU Youth Ministers in May.  Being acutely 
aware of the huge significance and impact of youth employment, I hosted an international Ex-
pert round-table event in Castletown, Co Kildare to examine the issue of Youth Employment, 
focusing on how both youth policy and youth work practice are addressing youth employment.  
This event brought together, for the first time, youth representatives, academics, business lead-
ers, industry, innovators and policy makers on a national and European level, to discuss the 
contribution of youth work to youth employment.  This two-day event examined a range of key 
issues, themes and trends relating to youth employment and showcased a range of Irish and 
European good-practice examples in addressing youth employment and the problem of NEETs.  
The central emphasis of this event focused on optimising the youth work sector’s response to 
youth employment. As part of a wider approach, it is clear that youth work offers a significant 
infrastructure, reach and capacity to play a highly-relevant role in developing young people’s 
skill-sets and competencies and supporting their job-readiness.

Young people through their engagement in youth work attain specific and transversal skills 
which enhance employability.  These ‘soft’ skills include learning to learn, social and civic 
competence, leadership, communication, teamwork, and entrepreneurship.  These skills ac-
tively support young people’s participation, development and progression in education, training 
and employment, in ways that are relevant and applicable to industry and valued and sought 
after by employers.

The key output from this Expert Roundtable Event resulted in the Dublin Declaration on 
the contribution of Youth Work to Youth Employment.  This Declaration set out to maximise the 
contribution, visibility and viability of youth work amongst all stakeholders working with and 
for young people at European, national and local levels.  It clearly outlines the contribution 
youth work can make in supporting the employability and employment of young people under 
a range of principles and actions.  This Declaration has been brought to the highest levels in 
both Ireland and Europe ensuring greater visibility and recognition of the contribution of youth 
work to youth employment.

The outcomes from this Expert Roundtable Event are directly informing our national agen-
da in addressing youth employment, including the identification of actions for progression by 
my Department in the 2014 Action Plan for Jobs.  It is also in directly informing the work of 
my Department on the high-level group interdepartmental group on the Implementation of the 
Youth Guarantee.  My Department is working collaboratively with officials of the Department 
of Social Protection, the Department of Education and Skills, Department of Enterprise, Jobs 
and Innovation and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in this regard.

Furthermore, my Department is currently developing a proposal as to how the youth work 
sector can contribute to the implementation of the Youth Guarantee.  This proposal is also being 
directly informed by a mapping of activities within the Youth sector in the areas of employment, 
employability and entrepreneurship being carried out by my Department at present.  The design 
and development of this study is being directly informed by key stakeholders in the Youth sec-
tor.  I am confident that these developments will ensure that we harness the collective efforts of 
all key informants in the Youth sector so that we maximise the contribution of this sector to the 
effective implementation of the Youth Guarantee.



24 September 2013

345

24/09/2013WRBB01750Departmental Staff Data

24/09/2013WRBB01800494. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will provide details of all the staff in her Department with a breakdown by function and 
grade; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39462/13]

24/09/2013WRBB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is structured across three broad functional areas and the staffing levels at end of August, 2013 
were:

Sum of  Revised 
WTE

- - - Programme 
Area

General Grade 
Description

Child & Family 
Support Pro-
gramme

Sectoral Pro-
grammes for 
Children

Policy & Leg-
islation Pro-
gramme

Grand Total

Secretary Gen-
eral

1.00 1.00

Assistant Secre-
tary

1.00 1.00

Director 2.00 2.00
Ministerial Staff 4.50 4.50
Principal Officer 5.73 6.30 14.03
Assistant Princi-
pal Officer

10.33 2.00 13.00 26.13

Higher Execu-
tive Officer

10.70 2.80 6.00 23.30

Administrative 
Officer

2.00 6.60 3.00 5.00

Executive Of-
ficer

5.73 10.60 28.43

Staff Officer 12.10 2.10
Clerical Officer 4.60 2.10 13.00 25.30
Services Officer 7.70 3.00 3.00
Grand Total 39.09 33.30 63.40 135.79

24/09/2013WRBB01950Youth Work Projects Funding

24/09/2013WRBB02000495. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
when the value for money review of youth work funding will be completed and published; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39463/13]

24/09/2013WRBB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A Value for 
Money and Policy Review on a number of youth schemes in receipt of funding from my De-
partment is currently being carried out.  The Value for Money and Policy Review has focused 
on three schemes which provide funding of some €35.3 million to support the provision of 
youth services. These are the Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY); Young People’s Facili-
ties and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 (YPFSF 1 & 2) and the Local Drugs Task Force scheme 
(LDTF).  The report of the VFM is expected at the end of October.

My Department is also currently developing a new youth policy framework for publica-
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tion early next year.  The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of 
youth services and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government 
departments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the 
State funding available to support services for young people in future years.  It is anticipated 
that the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review report will inform the Youth Policy 
Framework.

  Question No. 496 answered with Question No. 493.

  Question No. 497 answered with Question No. 491.

24/09/2013WRBB02350Departmental Funding

24/09/2013WRBB02400498. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide a breakdown in funding to Macra na Feirme over the past five years; and if she will be 
engaging with this group prior to budget 2014 to discuss future allocations.  [39691/13]

24/09/2013WRBB02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug 
Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, 
Youth Information Centres, the European Youth in Action Programme (administered by Léar-
gas – the Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce – the President’s Award.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure, my Department will try to ensure that in the determination process for the 2014 al-
locations, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people, 
will be protected as far as is possible from the impact of any necessary reductions in funding.  
There is no doubt that the current budgetary situation is challenging for many organisations.  
In considering how best to manage within the allocations available, organisations are being 
asked to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and other overheads in order to 
maintain the front line services for young people particularly for those young people who may 
be disadvantaged.

Officials of my Department have met with representatives of all the national organisations, 
including Macra na Feirme, that are funded under the Youth Service Grant Scheme to share 
information and to hear from the organisations about the impact of the reductions in funding on 
the services that they provide.  I have met with and continue to meet with, many youth organi-
sations, projects and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality youth services to young 
people is sustained in these challenging times.

Details of the funding allocated to Macra na Feirme over the past five years is outlined as 
follows:

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
572,680 561,226 521,043 487,175 438,457

24/09/2013WRBB02550Child Care Services Provision
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24/09/2013WRBB02600499. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the measures 
she has put in place to improve regulation of child care here since the RTE “Prime Time” pro-
gramme revelations; her views on whether adequate resources are being dedicated to the na-
tional vetting strategy and to the national early years strategy; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39821/13]

24/09/2013WRBB02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have out-
lined in previous replies this year, where my Department and I, in conjunction with the HSE and 
other stakeholders, are progressing a Pre-School Quality Agenda involving a range of actions 
in eight key areas, aimed at improving quality within early years services and enhancing the 
regulatory regime. The actions include:

- Increasing the qualification requirements for all staff in pre-school services to a minimum 
standard at FETAC Level 5.

- Improving the quality and curricular supports for pre-school services when implementing 
the Siolta Framework and Aistear Curriculum.

- Implementing the new National Pre-School Standards.

- Introducing a registration system for all pre-school services.

- Taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more robust.

- Publishing inspection reports online.

- Ensuring appropriate action is taken in response to findings of non-compliance.

- Increasing and widening the sanctions which can be taken for non-compliance.

Since July, about 900 pre-school inspection reports have now been published on the Pobal 
website.

In July, the Government approved the heads of new legislation to amend the Child Care 
Act 1991.  This legislation will increase the penalty for an offence under the Act to a maximum 
Class A fine.  However more significantly, this legislation will provide a statutory basis for 
registration of pre-school services and will introduce a range of new enforcement powers for 
Inspectors at pre-prosecution level.  Under the proposed new system, all pre-school services 
will have to be registered in order to operate. Inspectors will be empowered to specify improve-
ment conditions that a service must comply with; and the threat of removal of registration will 
be available.  This system will, for the first time, provide for timely and effective regulation 
and enforcement of standards in pre-school services, backed up by statutory registration.  This 
legislation is currently being finalised in conjunction with Parliamentary Counsel and it is my 
intention to bring it before the Oireachtas during the current term.  In addition my Department, 
in conjunction with the Pre-School Inspectorate, is working to develop new protocols on regu-
latory compliance to provide greater clarity and consistency of approach in the way inspection 
reports deal with findings of serious non-compliance as opposed to minor breaches and full 
compliance.

New National Quality Standards for pre-school services which will be launched before the 
end of the year.  These Standards will complement the existing Pre-School Regulations replac-
ing previous explanatory notes; and will set out the quality outcomes and supporting criteria 
against which inspection under the pre-school regulations will be measured.  Discussions are 
continuing in the context of Budget 2014 on additional resources for the inspection system.
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I have decided to introduce new qualification requirements for childcare services starting in 
September 2014.  The current minimum requirement of Level 5 for pre-school leaders deliver-
ing the pre-school year will be increased to Level 6.  In addition, all pre-school assistants, and 
all other staff caring for children in a new pre-school service, will be subject to a minimum 
requirement of Level 5.  These requirements will be effective from September 2014 for new 
services and from September 2015 for existing services.  My Department is currently exam-
ining measures to support training for childcare staff in line with the increased qualification 
requirements.

Since my appointment as Minister I have consistently highlighted the importance of in-
vesting and supporting quality interventions in the early years of children’s lives.  There is an 
increasing body of Irish and International evidence which quantify the benefits of early year’s 
interventions in terms of improving children’s outcomes and in delivering significant economic 
and societal return to the state.  In line with this commitment I announced that I would lead the 
preparation of Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy which I indicated should represent an innova-
tive and dynamic blueprint addressing a range of issues affecting children in their first years of 
life such as child health and well-being, parenting and family support, learning and develop-
ment, play and recreation and early childhood care and education.

The Early Years Strategy will represent one of three, more detailed strategies under the 
high-level Children and Young People’s Policy Framework is currently being developed by my 
Department and which is due to be launched later this year.  I appointed an Expert Advisory 
Group, chaired by Dr. Eilis Hennessy of UCD to advise my Department and I on recommenda-
tions for inclusion in the Strategy.  This Group has now completed its work and I have this week 
received its Report and recommendations which I will publish very shortly.   I wish to thank the 
members of the group for the dedication and enthusiasm which they have shown and the time 
they have committed to the work of the group.

The Expert Advisory Group Report represents a key step in the development of the Early 
Years Strategy and will provide a very strong foundation for a robust and meaningful Strategy.  
I expect the finalised Strategy to be published later this year.  Budget discussions are on-going 
at present and will determine funding provision for 2014.  I expect the Early Years Strategy to 
identify opportunities for more effective utilisation of existing resources and funding, as well 
as priority areas for further investment through funding availability over the life of the Strategy.  
The issue of funding to support vetting legislation is a matter for the Minister for Justice, Equal-
ity and Law Reform. 

24/09/2013WRBB02750Air Ambulance Service Provision

24/09/2013WRBB02800500. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the review of the opera-
tion of the aeromedical service will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39369/13]

24/09/2013WRBB02900526. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for the development 
of the air ambulance service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39370/13]

24/09/2013WRBB03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 500 and 526 
together.

The Emergency Aeromedical Support (EAS) was a joint 12 month pilot project between the 
National ambulance Service (NAS) and the Air Corps, providing dedicated aeromedical sup-
port to the NAS in the west, specifically where land ambulance transit times would not be clini-
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cally appropriate. The pilot emergency aeromedical support service, based in Athlone, has been 
reviewed by the EAS Audit and Evaluation Group.  The evaluation included an assessment of 
a range of data including tasking frequency, mission duration and patient transport times.  A 
report was submitted to the Minister on 5th July.  The Minister has accepted the report and an 
inter-service group is now being established to examine how best to implement the report’s  
recommendations.  The Ministers for Health and Defence have agreed to extend aeromedical 
support by the Air Corps to the EAS until December 2013, pending decisions on how best to 
proceed following  consideration of the report’s recommendations.

24/09/2013WRBB03050National Substance Misuse Strategy

24/09/2013WRBB03100501. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he has undertaken 
any analysis of the proposal to implement a social responsibility levy on drinks manufacturers 
as proposed by the Steering Group Report on a national substance misuse strategy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [39453/13]

24/09/2013WRBB03200541. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when he proposes to 
publish the action plan to implement the recommendations of the steering group report on a 
national substance misuse strategy which was launched in February 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39467/13]

24/09/2013WRBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 501 and 541 
together.

Proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations in the Steering 
Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy 2012.  These proposals cover all of the 
areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing; controls on alco-
hol advertising and sponsorship - and any attended impact on the revenue streams of organisa-
tions; labelling of alcohol products; measures on access and availability of alcohol and a social 
responsibility levy on the drinks industry.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these proposals and it is intended 
to bring forward a finalised package of proposals for consideration by Government shortly.  
In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation is continuing.  A health impact assessment has been commissioned in conjunction 
with Northern Ireland as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit 
pricing.  The health impact assessment will study the impact of different minimum prices on a 
range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

24/09/2013WRBB03350Medical Card Applications

24/09/2013WRBB03400502. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39164/13]

24/09/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  



Questions - Written Answers

350

Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

24/09/2013WRBB03550Health Services Issues

24/09/2013WRBB03600503. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
changed its policy with regards the provision of bras, prosthesis and swim suits for women who 
are recovering from cancer and mastectomies; if all patients are expected to cover the costs of 
these items irrespective of their income; if there is any financial support for women with low 
incomes; the expenditure in the past 5 years by the HSE on these items; and his plans to make 
these items free to women in need.  [39166/13]

24/09/2013WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There has been no policy change in the pro-
vision of prosthesis and specialised clothing for women recovering from cancer and mastec-
tomies.  The HSE continues to provide post operative support post mastectomy in the form of 
prosthesis and has historically provided assistance with specialised clothing and wigs to Medi-
cal Card holders when required.  The Community Welfare Services also offer assistance to these 
women in exception need cases.  Detailed expenditure for this area for the past five years is not 
readily available and I have asked the HSE to forward the information to the Deputy directly.

General Practitioner Services

24/09/2013WRCC00200504. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when free general practitioner 
care as outlined in the programme for Government will be introduced; the timeframe for same; 
the illnesses or disabilities that will be covered under the new provision; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39187/13]

24/09/2013WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its 
term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy 
framework. This policy constitutes a fundamental element in the Government’s health reform 
programme. The current Government is the first in the history of the State to have committed 
itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population.

It has become clear that the legal and administrative framework required to provide a robust 
basis for eligibility for a GP service based on having a particular medical condition is likely to 
be overly complex and bureaucratic. Relatively complex primary legislation would be required 
in order to provide a GP service to a person on the basis of their having a particular illness. 
While it would not be impossible to achieve this, it would take several months more to finalise 
the primary legislation, followed then by the preparation of statutory instruments. In my view, 
this would entail putting in place a cumbersome legal and administrative infrastructure to deal 
with what is only a temporary first phase on the way to universal GP service to the entire popu-
lation. 

However, the Government is firmly committed to introducing a universal service within this 
term. The Cabinet Committee on Health has discussed the issues relating to the roll-out of the 
universal GP service. In doing so, it has considered the delay in the initial step and the impor-
tance of weighing the balance between, on the one hand, resolving the legal issues but with a 
further delay and, on the other hand, with the need to bring forward an important Programme 
for Government commitment with the minimum of further delay. 

It has been agreed that a number of alternative options should be set out with regard to the 
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phased implementation of a universal GP service without fees.  As part of this work, consider-
ation is being given to the approaches, timing and financial implications of the phased imple-
mentation of this universal health service.  A range of options are under consideration with a 
view to bringing developed proposals to Government over the next few months.

The Government has already made clear its commitment to delivering on the implementa-
tion of a GP service for the entire population by providing additional financial resources total-
ling €30 million in the two most recent budgets. 

To conclude, this Government is determined to expedite the implementation of a national 
GP service for the entire population, something to which no previous Government has ever 
aspired.

Services for People with Disabilities

24/09/2013WRCC00400505. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if the cutbacks in St. Michael’s 
House (details supplied) can be reversed as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39195/13]

24/09/2013WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or 
arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services, including disability 
services. The HSE either directly provides or contracts disability agencies such as St Michael’s 
House to provide a range of disability services through service level arrangements.    

St Michael’s House received over €70 million in 2012 in funding from the HSE to provide 
a range of services to approximately 1,660 children and adults with an intellectual disability in 
over 170 centres in the Greater Dublin Area and Navan Co. Meath. 

The HSE and St Michael’s House work in close collaboration with regard to the funding 
and delivery of services to people with an intellectual disability. As a voluntary  agency, St 
Michael’s house are obliged to work within the resources available to  them and in that regard 
have introduced significant efficiencies over recent  years to remain within budget. The HSE 
has advised that these changes to date have not resulted in service contraction.  

The Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) sets out measures relating to productivity, cost 
extraction and reform which together intends to achieve a required pay bill reduction of €150m 
identified in the HSE Service Plan 2013. The agreement provides a framework and opportuni-
ties for managers within the health services, including agencies such as St Michael’s House, 
to reduce their costs associated with agency and overtime and a wide range of other pay costs, 
particularly through measures such as additional working hours and revised rates in respect of 
overtime.   

The HSE has advised the Department of Health that the recent application of additional 
budget cuts under the HRA has presented a significant challenge to St Michael’s House.   A pro-
cess is now underway between the HSE and St Michael’s House to identify the impact of these 
budget reductions on services.   The Department of Health has received assurances from the 
HSE that both organisations are committed to working within the terms of the HRA to ensure 
that services are impacted upon only as a measure of last resort.  

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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Hospitals Expenditure

24/09/2013WRCC00600506. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details in 
tabular form by hospital of the cost of security services in each; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39197/13]

24/09/2013WRCC00700508. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the income from parking 
charges in each of the public hospitals that charge for parking; the cost associated with parking 
services in those hospitals for 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39199/13]

24/09/2013WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 506 and 508 
together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

HIQA Inspections

24/09/2013WRCC00900507. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if the Health Information 
and Quality Authority is empowered to visit acute general hospitals on an unannounced basis to 
carry out inspections; if he will provide details by hospital in tabular form of the dates of unan-
nounced inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39198/13]

24/09/2013WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The prevention and control of Healthcare 
Associated Infections (HCAIs) is one of my priorities in protecting patient safety.  HCAIs rep-
resent a major cause of preventable patient harm and increased healthcare costs. 

Established as an independent statutory body under the Health Act 2007, the Health Infor-
mation and Quality Authority’s (HIQA) mandate extends across the quality and safety of the 
public, private and voluntary sectors.  Since late 2012 the Health and Information Quality Au-
thority (HIQA) has been carrying out a monitoring programme against the National Standards 
for the Prevention and Control of Healthcare Associated Infections (HCAIs), 41 of which have 
been completed.   Both I and my Department welcome the publication of HIQA’s reports and 
note the concerns raised in these, and indeed, previous reports about hand hygiene practices 
particularly among medical staff.  With regard to hand hygiene the findings of the Authority 
suggest that hand hygiene best practice needs to become more operationally embedded at all 
levels.  

Achieving a culture of patient safety in which best practice in hand hygiene is embedded 
requires actions at all levels.  It is the responsibility of management and clinical leadership to 
make this a priority and ensure that the correct conditions to allow for the improvements in 
hand hygiene compliance are in place. 

It must be emphasised that it is of vital importance that healthcare workers recognise their 
personal responsibility to protect patients by maintaining their own good hand hygiene.  It is 
extremely disappointing to note that despite the Health Service Executive’s (HSE) initiatives 
to develop an organisational culture of hand hygiene, a significant number of healthcare staff, 
including doctors, are still not adhering to the basic principles of hand washing.

I very much support the HSE’s ongoing work through its national programme of activity to 
raise awareness amongst staff, monitor compliance with national standards and to take action to 
reduce HCAIs in hospitals. A key element of this programme is the HSE’s continuing bi-annual 
hand hygiene audits which occur in both the acute sector and in the long stay area as well.  Ad-
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ditionally, from July of this year it has become mandatory for all staff to receive hand hygiene 
training as part of staff induction and an education programme every two years is being put in 
place.  The HSE audits have shown an encouraging improvement in hand hygiene compliance 
with a most recent figure of 84.3% compliance overall (October 2012). 

The Director General of the HSE has instructed that all hospitals act immediately on the 
following:

- Ensure that a member of the senior management team is responsible for hygiene.  This 
person must give a report to the facility management team on the facilities performance against 
the 2006 cleaning manual with a remediation plan and on the facilities performance multimodal 
hand hygiene plan by the end of 2013.

- Ensure that there is a hygiene programme in place by the end of 2013 which clearly dem-
onstrates the hospital’s commitment to hygiene, specifically focusing on patient care equip-
ment, the patient environment and hand hygiene.  The programme should be based on the WHO 
multimodal framework.

- Ensure that 100% staff have received hand hygiene education and training by June 2014.

Hospitals are to provide monthly reports on progress to the National Director for Acute Ser-
vices.  The HSE is also working with the main medical professional bodies to address the issue 
of doctor attitudes and behaviour around hand hygiene. 

The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of the Department of Health has written to the Chair of 
the Health and Social Regulatory Forum asking that the Forum consider the matter and submit 
proposals as to how it might adopt a common approach to raise awareness of hand hygiene in 
particular and support and reinforce compliance with this very important patient safety issue.  It 
has also been agreed that the CMO will meet with the Director General of the HSE to discuss 
the issue of governance in the control and prevention of HCAIs. 

I have asked HIQA to provide details of the unannounced inspections by hospital as re-
quested by the Deputy and I will have this information supplied to him as soon as possible.

  Question No. 508 answered with Question No. 506.

Hospital Services

24/09/2013WRCC01300509. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to develop a 
gastroenterology centre at the Mercy University Hospital, Cork; the timeframe for the develop-
ment and investment being made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39209/13]

24/09/2013WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities

24/09/2013WRCC01500510. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the case of 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3 with a disability in relation to the cuts to St. Michael’s 
House.  [39211/13]

24/09/2013WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
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Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or 
arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services, including disability 
services. The HSE either directly provides or contracts disability agencies such as St Michael 
House to provide a range of disability services through service level arrangements.    

St Michael’s House received over €70 million in 2012 in funding from the HSE to provide 
a range of services to approximately 1,660 children and adults with an intellectual disability in 
over 170 centres in the Greater Dublin Area and Navan, Co. Meath. 

The HSE and St Michael’s House work in close collaboration with regard to the funding 
and delivery of services to people with an intellectual disability. As a voluntary  agency, St 
Michael’s house are obliged to work within the resources available to  them and in that regard 
have introduced significant efficiencies over recent  years to remain within budget. The HSE 
has advised that these changes to date have not resulted in service contraction.  

The Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) sets out measures relating to productivity, cost 
extraction and reform which together intends to achieve a required pay bill reduction of €150m 
identified in the HSE Service Plan 2013. The agreement provides a framework and opportuni-
ties for managers within the health services, including agencies such as St Michael’s House, 
to reduce their costs associated with agency and overtime and a wide range of other pay costs, 
particularly through measures such as additional working hours and revised rates in respect of 
overtime.   

The HSE has advised the Department of Health that the recent application of additional 
budget cuts under the HRA has presented a significant challenge to St Michael’s House.   A pro-
cess is now underway between the HSE and St Michael’s House to identify the impact of these 
budget reductions on services.   The Department of Health has received assurances from the 
HSE that both organisations are committed to working within the terms of the HRA to ensure 
that services are impacted upon only as a measure of last resort.  

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

24/09/2013WRCC01700511. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will resolve the funding 
crisis at St. Michael’s House disability services particularly in relation to transport and day care 
services.  [39212/13]

24/09/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or 
arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services, including disability 
services. The HSE either directly provides or contracts disability agencies such as St Michael 
House to provide a range of disability services through service level arrangements.    

St Michael’s House received over €70 million in 2012 in funding from the HSE to provide 
a range of services to approximately 1,660 children and adults with an intellectual disability in 
over 170 centres in the Greater Dublin Area and Navan, Co. Meath. 

The HSE and St Michael’s House work in close collaboration with regard to the funding 
and delivery of services to people with an intellectual disability. As a voluntary  agency, St 
Michael’s house are obliged to work within the resources available to  them and in that regard 
have introduced significant efficiencies over recent  years to remain within budget. The HSE 
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has advised that these changes to date have not resulted in service contraction.  

The Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) sets out measures relating to productivity, cost 
extraction and reform which together intends to achieve a required pay bill reduction of €150m 
identified in the HSE Service Plan 2013. The agreement provides a framework and opportuni-
ties for managers within the health services, including agencies such as St Michael’s House, 
to reduce their costs associated with agency and overtime and a wide range of other pay costs, 
particularly through measures such as additional working hours and revised rates in respect of 
overtime.   

The HSE has advised the Department of Health that the recent application of additional 
budget cuts under the HRA has presented a significant challenge to St Michael’s House.   A pro-
cess is now underway between the HSE and St Michael’s House to identify the impact of these 
budget reductions on services.   The Department of Health has received assurances from the 
HSE that both organisations are committed to working within the terms of the HRA to ensure 
that services are impacted upon only as a measure of last resort.  

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

24/09/2013WRCC01900512. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will be admitted for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39216/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has been adopted by 
the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Homeless Persons Supports

24/09/2013WRCC02100513. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding housing 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8. [39217/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Statutory responsibility in relation to the 
provision of accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with the housing 
authorities, in this instance Dublin City Council.  Any individual experiencing homelessness 
or at risk of it in Dublin should contact the Local Authority Assessment and Placement Service 
by calling into the office directly at 6 - 9 Conyngham Road, Parkgate Hall, Dublin 8 or by tele-
phoning the 24 Hour Homeless Helpline on 1800 707 707.  The service will organise temporary 
accommodation for a homeless person and will assign a Housing Officer, who will work to put 
in place more long-term accommodation options.

Ambulance Service Provision
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24/09/2013WRCC02300514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
safe to have just one ambulance with patient carrying facilities available in the Killarney area 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39302/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

HSE Staffing

24/09/2013WRCC02500515. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of medical offi-
cers working in the medical card appeals office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39307/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02600516. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if all appeals on medical 
grounds for a medical card are seen and assessed by a medical officer; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39308/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 515 and 516 together.

I am advised by HSE that the Appeals Service does not directly have Medical Officers em-
ployed, but have full access to HSE Medical Officers and avails of these officers on a regular 
basis where necessary and appropriate. When the HSE Appeals Service receives an appeal on 
the grounds of significant medical issues, the Appeals Service refers such cases to a Medical 
Officer for consideration.   

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRCC02800517. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card appeal; if this case was 
reviewed by a medical officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39315/13]

24/09/2013WRCC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

National Asthma Programme

24/09/2013WRCC03000518. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health If he will implement the next 
phase of the national asthma programme in 2014 which will result in a reduction in both deaths 
and hospital admissions due to asthma and result in savings to the State; if he will take into 
consideration the changes the programme will make in the lives of the 470,000 persons with 
asthma; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39318/13]

24/09/2013WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Clini-
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cal Programme for Asthma, which commenced in 2011, is one of a number of chronic disease 
programmes established in the HSE’s Clinical Care Directorate aimed at bringing a systematic 
approach to changes in how services for patients are delivered.  Current estimates suggest that 
there are approximately 450,000 people with doctor-diagnosed asthma in Ireland.

The initial focus of the work of the Programme has been primarily on three main areas:

- The development and implementation of national asthma guidelines based on international 
best practice for acute and ongoing asthma management and in relation to this, national asthma 
education initiatives for patients and health care professionals;

- The organisation and better integration of national asthma services at primary and second-
ary care levels through development of a national model of care; and

- A national project of auditing acute asthma deaths.

Work in relation to Asthma Guidelines has included:

1. Acute adult asthma guidelines and associated care pathways, treatment protocols and care 
bundles have been developed for use in all care settings (primary and secondary care levels), in 
conjunction with other relevant programmes and the Irish College of General Practice (ICGP).  
These include:

- An in-hospital practical asthma education programme for nurses to underpin and support 
the implementation of the acute adult guidelines; and

- General management asthma guidelines for use in all healthcare settings especially in 
primary care.

The Acute Adult Emergency Guidelines are available through the HSE website.  This user 
friendly resource will facilitate all healthcare staff in optimising the management of adult pa-
tients attending services with an acute asthmatic episode.

2. Guidelines for acute paediatric asthma have also been completed and should be available 
soon on the HSE website.  An associated educational programme is being developed at present.

The National Asthma Programme is developing a National Model of Care (MOC) for Asth-
ma with an implementation plan which will detail how physicians, nurses, and other health care 
professionals will work with engaged patients to make the clinical decisions most appropriate 
to their circumstances; and to collaborate with specialist colleagues in providing a safe, seam-
less patient experience within the health system in Ireland.  This is a key deliverable of the 
National Asthma Programme for 2013.  As 85 per cent of asthma is managed in primary care 
without the need for hospital specialist services, the Programme is aiming to provide at primary 
care level a yearly programme of assessment for asthma called Chronic Disease Watch (CDW) 
– Asthma, also known as Asthma Check.  Asthma Check, which has been submitted to the ICGP 
for review, outlines the step-by-step process for the implementation of guideline based asthma 
management in primary care to deliver optimal outcomes for patients.

The Model of Care will also focus on:

- Improving access to hospital based specialist asthma services from primary and secondary 
care services, through Scheduled / Rapid access asthma services (adult/paediatric), and access 
to specialist asthma therapies.

- Improving links through Clinical/Asthma Nurse Specialists within the community ser-
vices.
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- Developing and implementing a standard referral pathway to asthma services.

- Developing structured assessment and review protocols throughout the system.

- Establishing uniform discharge protocols.

- Facilitating access to accurate asthma diagnostics.

- Examining solutions to develop and subsequently implement an Asthma database / register 
linked into all care levels (GP, Community Pharmacist and Hospital).

  The draft model of care has been circulated for stakeholder consultation.  The National 
Asthma Programme is aiming to have the Model of Care published by the end of this year. 

Implementation of the National Clinical Programme for Asthma, which was included in the 
HSE’s 2013 Operational Plan is ongoing and will continue in 2014.

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRCC03200519. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39321/13]

24/09/2013WRCC03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRCC03400520. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo received a decision on their medical card appeal; if this case was re-
viewed by a medical officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39322/13]

24/09/2013WRCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRDD00200521. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person in County 
Mayo (details supplied) will receive a decision on their medical card appeal; if this case was 



24 September 2013

359

review by a medical officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39325/13]

24/09/2013WRDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRDD00400522. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card appeal; if this case was 
reviewed by a medical officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39327/13]

24/09/2013WRDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Staff Recruitment

24/09/2013WRDD00600523. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
there is a waiting list in excess of 200, if there is a specific date for the hiring of five nursing 
personnel and three EEG technicians needed in the epilepsy monitoring units in Cork Univer-
sity Hospital, a two-bed unit at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, a four-bed unit, to provide around 
the clock inpatient service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39344/13]

24/09/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cork and Beaumont are two of six regional 
centres which have been identified by the HSE’s Clinical Care Programme for Epilepsy for the 
provision of specialist epilepsy services.  The two Epilepsy Monitoring Units (EMUs) planned 
for Cork and Beaumont under the Programme will increase pre-surgical evaluation capacity.  
Monitoring is required for those patients with the worst effects of epilepsy, and patients at these 
units will require 24/7 care.  The HSE has advised that two of the four beds in Beaumont’s Epi-
lepsy Monitoring Unit are open.  Nursing staff are currently being recruited and are expected 
to be in place by the end of October 2013 when the two remaining beds will open.  All EEG 
technician posts have been filled.  

Critical to the opening of the Regional Epilepsy Monitoring Unit in Cork University Hos-
pital is the requirement to recruit five staff nurses and one Senior and one Basic Grade Neu-
rophysiological Technician. I am advised that the recruitment of the staff required to open the 
unit is taking longer than anticipated due to the specialist nature of the staff involved.  Three 
nurses have been recruited via the National Recruitment Service and the recruitment of the two 
remaining staff nurses is at an advanced stage.  While the recruitment of these staff on a per-
manent basis is being progressed, hospital management is progressing a number of options to 
redeploy staff on a temporary basis to allow the unit to be opened as soon as possible.
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Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WRDD00800524. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39361/13]

24/09/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Appeals

24/09/2013WRDD01000525. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card appeal; if this case was 
reviewed by a medical officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39367/13]

24/09/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 526 answered with Question No. 500.

Health Services Staff Recruitment

24/09/2013WRDD01400527. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of overseas recruitment 
drives undertaken by the Health Service Executive in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number and job 
title of posts offered at each recruitment drive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39378/13]

24/09/2013WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy with the information sought.

Health Services Staff Recruitment

24/09/2013WRDD01600528. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of the 250 additional 
primary care posts that he approved earlier this year that have been filled to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39379/13]

24/09/2013WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In March 2013, I 
issued approval to the HSE to commence recruitment to Primary Care Teams with immediate 
effect of the following additional 
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251 Primary Care posts: 

70 Public Health Nurses; 

37 Registered General Nurses; 

51 Occupational Therapists; 

46 Physiotherapists; 

and 47 Speech and Language Therapists.  

The allocation and distribution of the above posts is based on bringing each Integrated 
Service Area, where staffing is below the national average, towards the national average.  The 
recruitment process is at an advanced stage and it is the intention to have these posts filled by 
the end of this year.  

The position at the end of August 2013 is as follows: 

19.5 posts filled/start dates agreed; 

152.25 posts accepted/start dates to be agreed; 

13.5 posts expressed to candidates/still to be accepted; 

4.5 posts being processed locally; 

and 61.25 posts recruitment process is ongoing.  

The HSE is striving to have all posts filled by the end of the year.  In August this year, a 
further 13.5 Primary Care posts were approved and these are now being progressed in addition 
to the 251 posts above.

General Practitioner Services

24/09/2013WREE00200529. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
amount provided to general practitioners to perform small procedures, for example, mole re-
moval, in their surgeries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39386/13]

24/09/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE, through 
the Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS), makes payments to contracted General 
Practitioners (GPs) for services they provide to eligible persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card in accordance with the rates set out in the Health Professionals (Reduction of Pay-
ments to General Practitioners) Regulations 2013 - SI 277/2013, which came into effect on 24th 
July 2013.    

Included among these are fees for special items of service, such as excisions/cryotherapy/
diathermy of skin lesions; suturing of cuts and lacerations; draining of hydroceles; treatment 
and plugging of dental and nasal haemorrhages; recognised vein treatment, etc.  The full list of 
special items is listed at Schedule 4 of the above Regulations.

The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a new GMS GP contract 
with an increased emphasis on the management of chronic conditions, such as diabetes and 
cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that the new contract, when finalised, will focus on 
prevention and will include a requirement for GPs to provide care as part of integrated multi-
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disciplinary Primary Care Teams. 

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up a 
new contract.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to special items of service will be con-
sidered as part of the new contract. 

Hospital Appointment Status

24/09/2013WREE00400530. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39388/13]

24/09/2013WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Appointment Status

24/09/2013WREE00600531. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospi-
tal appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39395/13]

24/09/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Diabetes Strategy

24/09/2013WREE00800532. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service 
Executive will fill the sanctioned posts in relation to the area of diabetes care in County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39396/13]

24/09/2013WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Inte-
grated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will 
improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, 
resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
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an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  Funding has 
also been secured to appoint 16 podiatrists.

A number of the above posts have been filled.  The recruitment process for the remaining 
posts is progressing and the aim is to have them filled as soon as possible in 2013.

In relation to the filling of diabetes posts in a specific area, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

National Children’s Hospital Status

24/09/2013WREE01000533. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
development of the national paediatric hospital.  [39405/13]

24/09/2013WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The new children’s hospital is a key com-
mitment in the Programme for Government and a priority for my Department. No effort will 
be spared in expediting its completion.   The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
(NPHDB) is the body with statutory responsibility for building the new children’s hospital.  
Last month I announced appointments to the NPHDB to replace the transitional Board which 
had been in place since January 2013.  These appointments ensure appropriate profession-
al membership with the necessary capital development expertise and experience in complex 
healthcare capital projects.  Also in August I announced the appointment of members to the 
Children’s Hospital Group Board (CHGB).  The CHGB will oversee the operational integra-
tion of the three existing paediatric hospitals in advance of the move to the new hospital and is 
also the client for the new hospital, and hence is critically important for the project as a whole.  
Earlier this month, Ms Eilísh Hardiman was selected as CEO of the Children’s Hospital Group 
following an open recruitment process through the Public Appointments Service. 

With regard to the progress of the capital project, the tender process for the procurement of 
a new design team is well underway, and the aim is to have the new design team in place by the 
end of 2013.  Pre-application planning discussions have commenced and the aim is to secure 
planning permission by December 2014.  A review of urgent care centre(s) configuration is 
almost complete; the number and location of these satellite centres in the Dublin area is a key 
decision, as the size, activity and infrastructure of these satellite centre(s) has implications for 
the main hospital brief.  In parallel, St. James’s Hospital is leading on the decant and enabling 
work, and is working closely with HSE Estates and the NPHDB in this regard. 

The new children’s hospital is a priority for me and for this Government.  I am confident that 
the appointments made to the two Boards will ensure the new hospital is completed as swiftly 
as possible, with optimal design and value for money. 

HSE Properties

24/09/2013WREE01200534. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the properties in Dublin 8, 
10 and 12 belonging to the Health Service Executive that are being sold and the progress that 
has been made on selling them.  [39406/13]

24/09/2013WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the healthcare property port-
folio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for direct reply.
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HSE Properties

24/09/2013WREE01400535. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the lands in Dublin 8, 10 
and 12 that the Health Service Executive purchased in the past five years; the cost of same; and 
the purpose of same.  [39407/13]

24/09/2013WREE01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the healthcare property port-
folio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for direct reply.

Mobility Allowance Decision

24/09/2013WREE01600536. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to discon-
tinue the mobility allowance payment; the length of time for which he intends to extend the 
scheme; the alternatives that are being discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[39411/13]

24/09/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided in June last that new statutory provisions should be established to provide indi-
vidual payments to people with severe disabilities who require additional income to address the 
costs of their mobility needs.  An inter-departmental group, chaired by the Department of the 
Taoiseach, is working to develop detailed proposals for the operation of a new statutory scheme 
and is due to report back to Government in October. 

 The Government also decided in June that payments should temporarily continue to be 
made by the HSE to those persons currently in receipt of the Mobility Allowance for a further 
number of months, pending the commencement of new statutory provisions, on the basis that 
this would prevent hardship, and, on an interim basis, alleviate stress, anxiety and uncertainty 
among a vulnerable group in society.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who have relied 
on individual payments of Mobility Allowance to support their independence and will take all 
of this into consideration when making a decision on future arrangements.

Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WREE01800537. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [39421/13]

24/09/2013WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Health Services Issues
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24/09/2013WREE02000538. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Executive 
options available in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 3.  [39422/13]

24/09/2013WREE02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Complaints Procedures

24/09/2013WREE02200539. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the transport arrangements available at a hospital (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39427/13]

24/09/2013WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): With regard to specific complaints in rela-
tion to experiences of individuals in our hospitals, there is a formal complaints policy, entitled 
Your Service Your Say details of which are on the HSE  website, at www.hse.ie/eng/services/
ysys/Complaint.  In addition, advice and instructions for making complaints about a service 
or an individual may be found at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/yourhealthservice/feedback/
complaints/.

If an individual is not satisfied with the response from the hospital, a review can be sought 
from the HSE Director of Advocacy and the Ombudsman, whose details are set out below.  

HSE Director of Advocacy

Oak House

Millennium Park

Naas

Co Kildare 

Tel 1890 424 555

Office of the Ombudsman 

18, Lower Leeson Street

Dublin 2

Tel 1890 223 030

Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie  

I have asked the HSE to answer the specific queries you have raised and to reply to you 
directly.

Maternity Cash Grant

24/09/2013WREE02400540. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 229 of 3 July 2013, if he will provide a response to same; if he will furnish the in-
formation supplied to him by the Health Service Executive on 3 July 2013 in response to this 
question; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39429/13]
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24/09/2013WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): A maternity cash 
grant of €10.16 is payable on the birth of each child to a medical card holder.  The amount of 
maternity cash grants paid for the years requested is detailed below:

Year Amount
2009 €29,765
2010 €51,555
2011 €37,531
2012 €57,892

  Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 501.

Alcohol Advertising

24/09/2013WREE02700542. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he has received the 
2012 report of the Alcohol Marketing Communications Monitoring Body; if not, when he ex-
pects to receive same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39468/13]

24/09/2013WREE02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received the report and 
it is being considered.

Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WREE02900543. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
review in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39473/13]

24/09/2013WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WREE03100544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be rein-
stated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [39481/13]

24/09/2013WREE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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Hospital Waiting Lists

24/09/2013WREE03300545. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the arrangements that are be-
ing made to ensure that urgent treatment that is required in St. Vincent’s Hospital Dublin for a 
person (details supplied) in County Galway at present in Galway University Hospital will be 
provided; the order of priority of patients with this condition for acceptance for treatment at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39484/13]

24/09/2013WREE03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WRFF00100546. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if a refund will be issued for 
expenses accrued as a result of a withdrawal of a medical card that was subsequently and suc-
cessfully appealed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39507/13]

24/09/2013WRFF00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

General Practitioner Services

24/09/2013WRFF00300547. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the cost of extending free 
general practitioner care to all children under five years old; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [39564/13]

24/09/2013WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by 
the HSE that the cost of providing GP visit cards to all children under five years old, at current 
rates of payment to GPs, is approximately €34 million.

24/09/2013WRFF00450HSE Staffing

24/09/2013WRFF00500548. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on recent com-
ments that the Health Service Executive has a surplus of 1,500 administrators; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39565/13]

24/09/2013WRFF00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In July 2013 there were 15,592 management/
administrative staff employed in the HSE and agencies funded by the HSE, which represents 
15.4% of total staff; management/administrative staff numbers have reduced by 2,829 since 
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July 2007.  In the context of the employment control framework numbers employed in the 
health service must be further reduced.  While it is a matter for the HSE to determine the com-
position of its staffing complement, it is important not to underestimate the significant role that 
management/administrative staff play in the direct support of front line services. 

I am satisfied that the tools are available to the HSE to ensure that the correct number and 
mix of staff is available in accordance with its business needs and government policy on public 
service numbers.  In this regard, 78 management/administrative staff have recently been ap-
proved for incentivised career breaks and it is anticipated that in 2014, the HSE will begin to 
offer voluntary redundancy on a targeted basis to staff identified as surplus to requirements. 

Hospital Waiting Lists

24/09/2013WRFF00700549. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Tipperary will receive an appointment at the National Rehabilitation Hos-
pital, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39628/13]

24/09/2013WRFF00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

National Ambulance Service

24/09/2013WRFF00900550. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health whether when a member of staff 
of the national ambulance service identifies a problem regarding ambulance service delivery, 
proceeds to seek its resolution through internal NAS structures, is unsatisfied that the problem 
has been resolved and then communicates the problem to a TD, the person will be sanctioned 
or disciplined as per the NAS’s communication policy.  [39629/13]

24/09/2013WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In common with most large organisations, 
both public and private sector, the HSE has policies and guidelines in place in relation to staff 
conduct and the means by which they may raise issues of concern. All staff receive a copy of 
the HSE’s employee handbook, which includes information on the organisation’s protected dis-
closure policy (whistleblowers) and the other channels available for staff to raise any concerns 
or grievances.

There is no prohibition on a staff member making representations to a public representative.  

The HSE operates a comprehensive grievance procedure to enable staff to raise any problem 
or issue concerning work-related matters in order to have them addressed promptly.  The griev-
ance procedure has a number of formal stages through which staff can progress their concerns 
and part of this process includes referral to third parties such as the Labour Relations Commis-
sion. 

In addition, there is an emphasis on informal discussion with line managers before progres-
sion of a difficulty through the formal stages of the process.  Staff can, at anytime (without in-
voking the grievance process) discuss issues concerning service delivery or any aspect of their 
employment with their line manager should they wish to do so. In line with normal practice in 
the public service, the HSE also has an agreed disciplinary procedure. 
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Hospital Consultants Remuneration

24/09/2013WRFF01100551. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the full year saving, gross 
and net, to the Exchequer if all hospital consultants’ pay over €150,000 were reduced by certain 
amounts (details supplied).  [39630/13]

24/09/2013WRFF01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Given the payroll details required to answer 
the Deputy’s question, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. 

Hospital Transfers

24/09/2013WRFF01300552. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange for the urgent 
transfer of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry to the Mercy Hospital, Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39640/13]

24/09/2013WRFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

HSE Properties

24/09/2013WRFF01500553. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the total rental moneys 
paid per annum by the Health Service Executive in County Cavan for sites (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39644/13]

24/09/2013WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the healthcare property port-
folio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for direct reply.

HSE Expenditure

24/09/2013WRFF01700554. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 497 of 9 July 2013, if his attention has been drawn to an internal audit at a 
company in County Dublin that receives substantial Health Service Executive funding (details 
supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the findings of that audit; his views on the outcome 
of the audit and the measures he will take to address the findings and to prevent similar occur-
rences elsewhere; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39645/13]

24/09/2013WRFF01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Card Reviews

24/09/2013WRFF01900555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card may 
be retained in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39647/13]

24/09/2013WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
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medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Medical Card Eligibility

24/09/2013WRFF02100556. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the con-
cerns of an organisation (details supplied) in County Wicklow that further changes in the rules 
for medical card holders may remove citizens over 70 years from qualification; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39652/13]

24/09/2013WRFF02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

Speech and Language Therapy

24/09/2013WRFF02300557. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding speech and 
language therapy in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39660/13]

24/09/2013WRFF02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/09/2013WRFF02450Mobility Allowance Decision

24/09/2013WRFF02500558. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the provision of a mobility 
scooter will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason for 
the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39670/13]

24/09/2013WRFF02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Transfers

24/09/2013WRFF02700559. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow will be transferred back to a Carlow hospital.  [39696/13]

24/09/2013WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.
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Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

24/09/2013WRFF02900560. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance that 
will be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare towards the provision of a hear-
ing aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39701/13]

24/09/2013WRFF03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  The HSE has therefore been asked to examine this matter and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

24/09/2013WRFF03100561. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance 
available to a person (details supplied) for the provision of a hearing aid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39719/13]

24/09/2013WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  The HSE has therefore been asked to examine this matter and to 
reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

Hospital Equipment

24/09/2013WRFF03300562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason perfectly good 
beds have been taken out of a hospital (details supplied) in County Cork.; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39742/13]

24/09/2013WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

Hospitals Building Programme

24/09/2013WRGG00200563. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a ma-
jor new structure and extension at Sligo General Hospital; if the timelines originally envisaged 
will be met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39773/13]

24/09/2013WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is anticipated that the enabling works for 
this development, including a new ring road and additional car parking capacity will be com-
pleted in January 2014.  The procurement process for the appointment of a design team has 
commenced and it is expected that the design team will be in place at year end. 

These capital works are proceeding on schedule.

Commencement of Legislation

24/09/2013WRGG00400564. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the imple-
mentation of the X case legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39818/13]
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24/09/2013WRGG00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 
was signed into law by the President on 30th July 2013.  

There are operational issues which need to be addressed before it can be commenced and 
the Department is liaising with the HSE in this regard.  These include the establishment of a 
panel of medical practitioners for the purpose of the formal medical review provisions and ad-
ministrative facilities to enable the review committee, drawn from the review panel, to perform 
its functions.

The Act will be commenced as soon as is practicable. 

24/09/2013WRGG00550Hospital Waiting Lists

24/09/2013WRGG00600565. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the most recent 
figures for the numbers waiting to access neurological services here; his plans to address these 
waiting lists; his future plans for the development of neurological services here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39820/13]

24/09/2013WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I 
established the Special Delivery Unit, as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of 
the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the 
system. For 2013, as set out in the HSE Service Plan, the targets include that no adult should 
wait longer than eight months for an inpatient or daycase procedure and no-one longer than 
12 months for a first-time outpatient appointment. These targets apply across all specialties, 
including neurology.  The Special Delivery Unit is now engaged in a national intervention 
strategy to work towards the 2013 maximum wait times. This involves working closely with 
hospitals to analyse performance, to agree action plans and extra support as necessary and to 
ensure hospital capacity is being optimised.  

With regard to the development of neurological services, the HSE’s National Clinical Pro-
gramme for Neurology is one of a suite of National Clinical Care Programmes which provide 
a national, strategic and co-ordinated approach to a wide range of clinical services.  The pro-
grammes have three main objectives – to improve the quality of care, to improve access and to 
improve cost/value, effectiveness.  

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matter they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

24/09/2013WRGG00750Assisted Human Reproduction Issues

24/09/2013WRGG00800566. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health his views on stem cell research 
here; the way he sees this area developing in the years to come; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39828/13]

24/09/2013WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that I am cur-
rently considering policy proposals to regulate Assisted Human Reproduction and related mat-
ters, including stem cells, based on work undertaken by my Department.  I will make a decision 
on these matters in due course.

24/09/2013WRGG00950Primary Care Centres Provision
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24/09/2013WRGG01000567. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the recent discussions his De-
partment and the Health Service Executive have had with stakeholders regarding a proposed 
primary care centre (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39853/13]

24/09/2013WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There have been no 
recent discussions between my Department and the Health Service Executive with stakeholders 
in relation to the proposed primary care centre at Greystones, Co. Wicklow.

24/09/2013WRGG01150Ports Development

24/09/2013WRGG01200568. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the need for the section of the River Suir along the quays at Waterford 
city to be dredged; if he will ensure that funding for the dredging project will be made available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39168/13]

24/09/2013WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have been ad-
vised by the Port of Waterford Company that it is satisfied that the depth of water available at 
all its operational berths is currently sufficient.    

There is no Exchequer funding available to any State commercial port company, all activi-
ties must be funded from within a company’s own resources.

24/09/2013WRGG01350Motor Insurance Regulation

24/09/2013WRGG01400569. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of motor insurance policies that have been approved under the declined cases agree-
ment in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39233/13]

24/09/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Declined Cases 
Agreement (DCA) was concluded between my Department and the Motor Insurance Bureau of 
Ireland (MIBI) some years ago. The Agreement is a mechanism whereby motorists who experi-
ence difficulty in obtaining motor insurance can apply for cover. Under the DCA, an insurer, 
designated by the MIBI, will provide cover to a motorist if he or she has approached at least 
three insurers and has not obtained a quote from any of them. All insurers active in the motor 
insurance market in Ireland are required to participate in the DCA. An insurer, however, can 
refuse cover on the grounds that it would be contrary to public interest.     

The Agreement is administered by a Committee comprising representatives of the insur-
ance companies and representatives of the Consumers Association of Ireland and the Insurance 
Ombudsman.   

The number of motor insurance policies dealt with under the DCA, in recent years, all of 
which resulted in a quotation being offered, is as follows:

Year Amount
2009 115
2010 130
2011 169
2012 178
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The largest number of applicants is related to vehicle make and/or model, followed by ap-
plicants with convictions, applicants with motor insurance claims and applicants including an 
additional driver. 

Other factors include Hackney or Taxi, young driver, first insurance, overseas visitor and the 
health and occupation of applicants.

  Question No. 570 withdrawn.

24/09/2013WRGG01650National Transport Authority

24/09/2013WRGG01700571. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Bus 
Éireann will provide an update on the provision of a new bus shelter at a location (details sup-
plied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39436/13]

24/09/2013WRGG01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of bus 
stop improvement is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
the relevant transport provider.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/09/2013WRGG01850Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

24/09/2013WRGG01900572. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the potential State funding streams available for a sporting club (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39437/13]

24/09/2013WRGG02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The Sports Capital Programme is the Government’s primary vehicle for supporting the 
development of sports facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment.  No deci-
sion has been made on the timing of the next round of the Programme.   It may be possible for 
the club referred to by the Deputy to raise funds via the ‘Tax Relief for Donations to Certain 
Sports Bodies’ scheme (section 847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997). This is a Revenue 
operated scheme which offers tax benefits to individuals or companies who make donations to 
the club.  Further details on this scheme and how it operates can be found on the Revenue Com-
missioners website.

24/09/2013WRGG02050Road Safety Strategy

24/09/2013WRGG02100573. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
support walk to school programmes which promote road safety among young school students, 
such as providing free hi-viz clothing and bands to schools. [39441/13]

24/09/2013WRGG02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am fully support-
ive of all initiatives that promote the health and well being of students. Road safety is, of course, 
a factor in schemes that in any way involve interaction with road traffic.    

The Road Safety Authority has overall responsibility for education and awareness pro-
grammes related to road safety, including the distribution of and encouragement to use high 
visibility clothing to schools.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA and requested 
that specific details in this area be provided direct to him.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my 
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office if a reply has not been received within ten days.  

24/09/2013WRGG02250National Transport Authority

24/09/2013WRGG02300574. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of complaints received by the National Transport Agency in 2010, 2011 and 2012 
in relation to rail passenger rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39466/13]

24/09/2013WRGG02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The enforcement of 
EU Regulation 1371/2007 on rail passenger rights and obligations is a matter for the National 
Transport Authority. I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the authority for direct reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days. 

24/09/2013WRGG02450Taxi Regulations

24/09/2013WRGG02500575. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will consider amending the new hackney regulations to allow for family members to use 
the registered vehicle for private use (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39485/13]

24/09/2013WRGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.  The regulatory ar-
rangements that apply to small public service vehicles falling within the responsibility of the 
NTA do not restrict the use of such vehicles for private use.

Issues relating to motor tax law are a matter for the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.

24/09/2013WRGG02650Sports Capital Programme Administration

24/09/2013WRGG02700576. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
next round of sports capital grants will be available and if he will indicate when the details will 
be announced. [39502/13]

24/09/2013WRGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring):  No decision has been made on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.

24/09/2013WRGG02850Dublin Bus Services

24/09/2013WRGG02900577. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that there are proposals to privatise Dublin Bus routes 18, 76 
and 76a; the criteria that was used for this decision; if he will consider reversing this decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39699/13]

24/09/2013WRGG03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The objective of 
Government is to ensure a system of public transport throughout the country that is as efficient 
and as widespread as possible.  In relation to the award of Public Service Obligation (PSO) 
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contracts for the bus market in Dublin, this falls under the remit of the National Transport 
Authority (NTA).  The NTA is currently considering how best publicly subvented bus services 
will be provided in the future. The direct award contract for the provision of PSO bus market 
services held by Dublin Bus expires late next year.  The awarding of the licenses for the services 
thereafter is a matter for the NTA, and not for Government, but I have kept the Cabinet updated 
on the process.   

Where the NTA proposes to enter into a further direct award contract or contracts for bus 
services it is obliged to carry out a statutory consultation under section 52 of the Dublin Trans-
port Authority Act 2008.  Under the legislation, if the NTA proposes to enter into direct award 
contracts, the relevant section states that  “it may only do so where it is satisfied that the con-
tinued adequacy of the public bus passenger services to which the contracts relate can only be 
guaranteed in the general economic interest by entering into such direct award contracts”.  If it 
is not so satisfied, it must provide for some level of competitive tendering.  This is not a deci-
sion for the Government or for me.  

The NTA is conducting its work in accordance with the Dublin Transport Authority Act 
2008 and a statutory consultation in relation to the matter commenced on 11th September and 
will conclude on 11th October. The NTA expects to announce its decision on how it intends to 
proceed before the end of the year. 

It should be noted that it will be open to Dublin Bus to bid for any routes or bundles of 
routes that are tendered. I envisage that tendering will enable the selection of the most compe-
tent tendererer who can provide the public with the best service at the least cost to the taxpayer.

24/09/2013WRGG03050National Transport Authority

24/09/2013WRGG03100578. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a suit-
able location has been found for the new bus shelter in Killorglin, County Kerry; if the required 
planning permission will be sought; when it is expected the new bus shelter will be operational; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39775/13]

24/09/2013WRGG03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of bus 
stop improvement is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
the relevant transport provider.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/09/2013WRGG03250Education and Training Provision

24/09/2013WRGG03300579. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
publically funded colleges here that offer training courses for chefs; the numbers of places an-
nually on each course; the role Bord Fáilte play in the training and accreditation of chefs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39784/13]

24/09/2013WRGG03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The statutory func-
tions of Fáilte Ireland are set out in the National Tourism Development Authority Act.  In fulfill-
ing its statutory role Fáilte Ireland carries out the necessary research to establish education and 
training needs at national level and disseminates these to the Institutes of Technology thereby 
supporting the Institutes in enhancing programme design, delivery and evaluation capacity re-
lated to education and training for the tourism industry.   In that regard the number of places 
for provided Chef Training is primarily a matter for the colleges concerned in consultation with 



24 September 2013

377

Fáilte Ireland.

I have asked Failte Ireland to provide the Deputy with details of the number of students 
supported  in professional craft and management programmes in the Institutes of Technology 
in 2013.

 


