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 Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

13/06/2013WRA0040011. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
details of the appeals system for applicants who have been refused citizenship and-or a working 
visa.  [28234/13]

13/06/2013WRA00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956 as amended sets out the process for the granting of a certificate of naturalisa-
tion. It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation at any 
time if they consider they are in a position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements. In 
reaching a decision on applications full consideration is given to each case and I can say that in 
the vast majority cases the result is a positive decision for the applicant. For example, in 2012 
over 98% of eligible applications resulted in a positive outcome.  Where a decision is made to 
refuse an application it is open to the person concerned to lodge a new application. However, 
in doing so they should bear in mind the reasons for refusal of their previous applications. For 
the sake of completeness, over 50,000 applications for naturalisation have been approved since 
I was appointed.  

Visa required nationals are required to set out full details in a visa application of their reason 
for seeking to come to Ireland.  The visa, if granted, is pre-clearance to the person concerned to 
arrive at an approved port of entry and seek permission to enter.  Visa required nationals who 
wish to migrate to the State to take up employment must, in the great majority of cases, apply 
for and be granted a work permit before applying for a visa.  A minority of those seeking to 
come to Ireland to work, i.e.,  for periods of less than six months, may not need to apply for a 
work permit, but must apply for, and be granted, a visa.

The procedure to appeal a Visa Refusal is the same for all Visa Application types. The only 
stipulation is that the appeal must be submitted in writing within two months of the refusal date. 
On receipt of the appeal, the Appeals Officer - who is a more senior immigration official - will 
review the application, taking account of any additional information or documentation submit-
ted in support of the appeal. If the Appeals Officer does not alter the decision the applicant is 
notified in writing.  If the appeal is successful then a Visa will be issued to the applicant. For 
the information of the Deputy, the approval rate for ‘employment’ visas at first instance is ap-
proximately 98%.

The issue and renewal of work permits is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation.  Where a person is granted a work permit and requires a visa in order 
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to come to Ireland to take up employment, the matter is expedited by the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service subject to normal immigration controls.  Re-entry visas are issued to 
visa required work permit holders who wish to leave the State for short periods for business or 
personal reasons.

Insolvency Service of Ireland Issues

13/06/2013WRA0060012. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the start date on 
the new personal insolvency regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28306/13]

13/06/2013WRA00700116. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the start date of the 
new personal insolvency regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28439/13]

13/06/2013WRA00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 12 and 116 together.

The Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) was established on 1 March 2013 and significant 
progress has been achieved in a short period of time including: staffing the Service; drafting 
of Statutory Instruments under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; launch of an Information 
campaign; development and launch of the ISI website containing a range of information for 
members of the public including: guides on each of the 3 new personal insolvency arrange-
ments; guidelines on a reasonable standard of living and reasonable living expenses; and a suite 
of debt scenarios and possible solutions; operation of a public information line; ongoing liaison 
with a variety of key stakeholders; preparing for the integration of the Office of the Official 
Assignee; the development of a comprehensive IT solution to meet the operational needs of the 
Insolvency Service.

Section 47 of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 provides for the authorisation of Approved 
Intermediaries by the Insolvency Service of Ireland, Section 161 of the Act provides that the 
ISI may make regulations for the purposes of the control and supervision of Personal Insol-
vency Practitioners (PIPs) and Section 173 of the Act provides for the making of regulations 
in relation to such matters as bank accounts, accounting records and other financial matters of 
PIPs. The Insolvency Service is currently in the process of finalising Regulations governing the 
above matters and I expect to be signing them in the coming days. I understand that the ISI will 
publish the Regulations on the ISI website, www.isi.gov.ie, shortly thereafter. This will allow 
those interested in working as Approved Intermediaries or Personal Insolvency Practitioners to 
apply to the Insolvency Service for authorisation.

It is therefore my expectation that distressed debtors will be in a position to meet with Ap-
proved Intermediaries and Personal Insolvency Practitioners and begin to receive initial advice 
from them in early July. Subsequently, the ISI can begin processing applications shortly there-
after. 

Judicial Working Group

13/06/2013WRA0090013. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
times that the new judicial forum working group has met since March 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28289/13]

13/06/2013WRA01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Chief Justice recently 
highlighted, the Government has facilitated a new arrangement in the form of a Working Group 
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chaired by the Chief Justice and comprising the Presidents of the Courts and other representa-
tive judges.  The Attorney General, who has traditionally acted as the formal link with the Ju-
diciary, also attends the Group accompanied by the Secretary General to the Government.  As I 
indicated in response to Parliamentary Question No. 673 of 11 June 2013, there have been two 
meetings of the Group to date and it is intended that the Group will meet on an ongoing basis.

The Deputy may also recall that the Programme for Government undertakes to “legislate 
to establish a Judicial Council, with lay representation, to provide an effective mechanism for 
dealing with complaints against judges  ” and this commitment is being given expression in 
the form of the proposed Judicial Council Bill.  As well as providing for the establishment of 
a Judicial Council and Board that will promote excellence and high standards of conduct by 
judges, the proposed Bill is aimed at providing a means of investigating allegations of judicial 
misconduct supported by the establishment of a Judicial Conduct Committee which will have 
lay representation.  The Judicial Council will be a formal statutory body, it will be independent 
and, it is important to note, will be a distinct entity from that of the Association of Judges of 
Ireland which has a different remit.

In November 2011, the judiciary agreed to establish an Interim Judicial Council pending the 
publication and enactment of the proposed Judicial Council Bill.  A sub-committee of the Board 
of the Interim Judicial Council was subsequently established to consider the General Scheme 
for a Judicial Council Bill and its observations have been duly considered in my Department 
taking account of intervening developments and of current Government policy.  Work on the 
detailed drafting of the new Bill continues, therefore, in conjunction with the Offices of the 
Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel.  Under the Government’s Legislation Pro-
gramme publication of the Bill is expected later this year.

Human Rights Issues

13/06/2013WRA0110014. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on the 
mechanisms being put in place at EU level to ensure Syrians entering the European Union seek-
ing asylum will be given proper consideration in view of the treatment of refugees on BBC’s 
“Newsnight” programme on 6 June 2013.  [28371/13]

13/06/2013WRA01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since March 2011 the conflict 
in Syria has led to a dire humanitarian crisis.  According to the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees at least 1,600,000 Syrians have fled into countries neighbour-
ing Syria.  To date approximately 37,000 Syrians have applied for asylum in the Member States 
of the European Union.

The BBC Newsnight television programme to which the Deputy refers included elements 
regarding the situation of asylum seekers and irregular migrants in Greece.  The systemic de-
ficiencies in the asylum procedure and in the reception conditions of asylum seekers in Greece 
have been on the agenda of the EU Justice and Home Affairs Council since Greece presented 
its Action Plan on Migration Management and Asylum Reform to the European Commission 
in August 2010.  At the most recent meeting of the Council on 6 and 7 June 2013, the Greek 
Minister provided information regarding progress in the implementation of the Action Plan.  
The Council noted that considerable progress has been made to improve Greece’s asylum and 
migration systems and that there is more work to be done.

The Refugee Act 1996 provides that a person who arrives at the frontiers of the State, or 
who is in the State, may apply for asylum in Ireland.  Accordingly, I do not have any statutory 
responsibility in respect of persons seeking asylum in another EU Member State.
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Since the beginning of the conflict a total of 51 Syrians have applied for asylum in Ireland.  
In compliance with the EU Asylum Procedures Directive, persons applying for asylum in Ire-
land are guaranteed access to the asylum determination procedure and have the right to remain 
in Ireland pending the examination of the application.  Also, I can confirm that since March 
2011 no Syrian national has either been deported from Ireland or transferred from Ireland to 
Greece under the EU Dublin System.

The European Union as a whole is one of the leading international response actors in the 
Syrian crisis.  Member States and the Commission have mobilised humanitarian funding of 
approximately €900 million.  These funds are allocated for use both within Syria and to as-
sist those fleeing the violence into neighbouring countries including Lebanon and Jordan.  To 
date Ireland has provided over €8.15 million in assistance for Syria and the wider region.  This 
overall contribution includes Ireland’s pledge of €4.7 million made at the High Level Donor 
Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait City on 30 January 2013 attended by my colleague, 
Minister of State for Trade and Development Joe Costello.  This pledge was promptly met in 
full.

Restorative Justice

13/06/2013WRA0130015. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on the current operation of the Garda diversion programme; the current level of funding 
provided for the programme; his views on whether the use of restorative justice processes are 
being expanded in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28220/13]

13/06/2013WRA01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Diversion Programme operates in accordance with Part 4 of the Children Act 2001, as 
amended, and under the general superintendence and control of the Garda Commissioner.   The 
programme embraces, whenever possible, the principles of restorative justice and has regard to 
the needs of the victims of youth offending.  An Annual Report of the Committee appointed to 
monitor the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme is published each year which gives de-
tails of the resources deployed by the Commissioner in relation to the Programme. The reports 
are available on the website of my Department via the Irish Youth Justice Service link.  The 
latest published report indicates that there are 123 Juvenile Liaison Officer (JLO) posts com-
prising of 115 Gardaí and 8 JLO Sergeants.  

The work of the Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers under the Diversion Programme is sup-
ported by the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) through the 100 Garda Youth Diversion Proj-
ects (GYDPs) located across the country. The Garda Youth Diversion Projects are multi-agency 
crime prevention initiatives managed by community based organisations in cooperation with 
the local Garda District Officers.  These projects seek to divert young people from becoming 
involved or further involved in anti-social and/or criminal behaviour. Last year approximately 
5,100 young people engaged with these projects. Provisional funding of €11.5 million has been 
allocated to the GYDPs for 2013. 

Moving on to restorative justice and its role in impacting on youth crime; I should say that, 
essentially, the delivery of restorative justice approaches are primarily a matter for IYJS stra-
tegic partners - An Garda Síochána and the Young Persons Division of the Probation Service.  
Restorative justice in the context of youth crime was introduced on a statutory basis for the first 
time in the Children Act 2001, as amended, with two restorative justice initiatives provided for 
in the Act: a restorative conference or restorative caution included in the Garda Diversion Pro-
gramme and a court-ordered restorative justice family conference delivered through the Proba-
tion Service. An Garda Síochána use restorative justice processes in the delivery of the Diver-
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sion Programme under Part 4 of the  Act. The Diversion Report referred to earlier indicates that 
JLOs dealt with over 900 cases in 2011 using a restorative justice approach. In addition, since 
2010 JLOs have been collaborating with local communities and other agencies, in particular the 
Probation Service, in delivering training and developing restorative practice in the community.  
Restorative Justice philosophy and approaches have also been promoted through the training 
provided to Garda Youth Diversion Project staff and this training is ongoing.

In regard to the Probation Service, all Young Persons Probation staff have been trained in 
the preparation, delivery and action planning/monitoring which are essential to the restorative 
family conference (as provided for under Part 8 of the Children Act 2001 as amended).  The 
Probation Service in conjunction with its partner agencies has also introduced and consolidated 
a number of restorative practices and approaches in the management of court ordered supervi-
sion in the community and more infrequently supervision following a period of detention. I am 
satisfied with the work undertaken to date and the ongoing developments in the further roll out 
of restorative youth justice initiatives and will continue to monitor the impact of these latest 
developments on an ongoing basis.

Finally, I wish to add that the Diversion Programme has been shown to be successful in di-
verting young offenders away from crime by offering guidance and support to the young people 
and their families. Tackling youth crime continues to be a key priority for this Government as 
set out in the Programme for Government and I am committed to continuing the Programme as 
is reflected in the resources available to the Garda Commissioner and the 2013 budget for the 
GYDPs which remains similar to the budget of 2012.

Crime Prevention

13/06/2013WRA0150016. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ex-
plicitly recognise stalking as a ground for applying for a safety order. [28240/13]

13/06/2013WRA0160027. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to in-
troduce a specific offence of stalking as has been the case in Scotland and Victoria. [28239/13]

13/06/2013WRA01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 16 and 27 together.

The Law Reform Commission is considering, at my request, a possible amendment to sec-
tion 10 of the Non-fatal Offences against the Person Act 1997, which deals with harassment.  
This arises from reports of  difficulties in bringing successful prosecutions under that section 
in relation to domestic and sexual violence.  I understand that the Law Reform Commission 
expects to complete a discussion or consultation paper shortly in relation to their consideration 
of the provision.  I expect that their paper will also consider whether stalking should be specifi-
cally provided for in legislation.

13/06/2013WRB00150Garda Recruitment

13/06/2013WRB0020017. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to com-
mence Garda recruitment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28277/13]

13/06/2013WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is of course the case that a 
resumption of Garda recruitment, at a time when both overall headcount and the size of the pay 
bill in the public service must be reduced, would have financial implications that must be man-
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aged within the overall resources available to Government.  In that context, it is important that 
the LRC proposals, or what is now known as the Haddington Road Agreement, on saving €1 
billion from the public service pay bill, including €300 million this year are fully implemented.  
I am aware that the Garda associations are currently balloting their members, and I will await 
the outcome of this process.

Importantly, those proposals contain provisions for a review of the Garda Síochána which 
would start in September and would include an examination of the structure, organisation and 
staffing of An Garda Síochána.  The outcome of such a review would be an important determin-
ing factor in any final decision on Garda staffing levels.

However, and whatever the approved staffing complement might be at any time, I do be-
lieve that it is important for an organisation such as the Garda Síochána to have some regular 
intakes of new recruits, even if on a modest scale.  I am currently engaged in discussion with 
my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to see how this aim can best be 
progressed.

I do have to again remind the House, however, that the expenditure ceilings for the years 
2012 to 2014 planned by the last Government would have resulted in an average of €90 million 
less for the Garda Síochána budget each year for 2012, 2013 and 2014 than is the case under this 
Government.  Such a scenario would have necessitated a significant further reduction, rather 
than an increase, in Garda strength.

13/06/2013WRB00350Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

13/06/2013WRB0040018. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date by 
which he will conclude his consideration of an apology and redress for the small number of 
surviving men and women of Bethany Home. [28247/13]

13/06/2013WRB00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I met with members of the 
Bethany Survivors Group together with Minister for State Kathleen Lynch on Tuesday 16 April.  
The group raised the question of their inclusion within the Residential Institutions Redress 
scheme or a similar type scheme designed for children who had been in the Bethany Home.  
They also raised the question of access to personal records, a memorial and an apology.

Many of the issues raised fall outside the remit of my Department. However, I informed the 
group that I would consider the matter in consultation with my cabinet colleagues and revert 
back to them. Minister Lynch and I are currently in the process of this consultation and hope to 
be in a position to respond to the Bethany Survivors Group very soon. 

13/06/2013WRB00550Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Remit

13/06/2013WRB0060019. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his response to the 
recommendation made by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defend-
ers, Margaret Sekaggya, following her mission to Ireland in November 2012 that section 106 
part 4 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 should be repealed in order to ensure the full indepen-
dence of the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; if he has considered establishing an 
independent police authority; if he has considered any reforms of the structures and formality 
surrounding the relationship between his office and the Office of the Garda Commissioner; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28218/13]
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13/06/2013WRB0070028. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the recent calls by the Garda Representative Association for an independent policing authority 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28229/13]

13/06/2013WRB00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 19 and 28 together.

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission was established under the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 to provide independent oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda 
Síochána.  For the purpose of preventing complaints arising or of reducing the number of com-
plaints, the Minister under section 106 may request the Garda Ombudsman Commission to 
examine a practice, policy or procedure of the Garda Síochána. This request may be made on 
the Minister’s own initiative or following a recommendation by the Garda Ombudsman Com-
mission.  While I will certainly consider the suggestion which has been made that the Garda 
Ombudsman Commission should be enabled to carry out such an examination on its own initia-
tive, it is worth emphasising that, in its core role in the oversight of the investigation of com-
plaints against members of the Garda Síochána, the Garda Ombudsman Commission may not 
only investigate any complaint itself, but may also, even in the absence of a complaint, and if it 
appears to it to be desirable in the public interest to do so, investigate any matter that appears to 
it to indicate that a member may have committed an offence or behaved in a manner that would 
justify disciplinary hearings. 

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 has clarified the roles and responsibilities of the Minister 
and the Garda Commissioner in relation to an Garda Síochána, and the relationship between 
them.  The Act provides that the Garda Commissioner is accountable to the Minister for the 
performance of the Commissioner’s functions and those of the Garda Síochána, and of course 
the Minister is in turn accountable to Dáil Éireann.  The Act also made the Commissioner the 
Accounting Officer for the Force, and liable in that capacity to appear before the Committee of 
Public Accounts.  I have no current plans to alter this accountability structure.

13/06/2013WRB00850Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

13/06/2013WRB0090020. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide an update on the backlog in naturalisation applications in view of the fact that a person 
(details supplied) has been waiting since December 2010 and the only answer the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service will provide in response to inquiries is that this person will 
be contacted in due course; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28273/13]

13/06/2013WRB01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): When I came into office in 
March 2011 one of my immediate priorities was to address the large backlog of citizenship 
applications for naturalisation pending a decision that had built up over several years. At that 
time there were approximately 22,000 applications awaiting decision, many of which had been 
waiting for 3 years or longer. 

Notwithstanding the significant increase in the volume of valid applications received from 
12,500 in 2010 to just under 20,000 in 2012 – an increase of almost 60%, more than  55,000 
decisions on naturalisation applications have been made since I came into office and 25,000 
certificates for naturalisation were issued last year alone.  It is my intention that we continue 
to build on this success this year and, in this regard, over 15,000 valid applications have been 
decided to date in 2013.

I am advised by the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Ser-
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vice (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the 
person referred to by the Deputy in December 2010.

The application is at an  advanced stage of processing and I am advised  will be submitted to 
me for decision shortly. While good progress continues to be made in reducing the large volume 
of cases on hands, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that for a broad range of rea-
sons some cases will take longer than others to process. It is a statutory requirement that, inter 
alia, applicants for naturalisation be of good character. In some instances that can be established 
relatively quickly and in other cases completing the necessary checks can take a considerable 
period of time.

It is my objective that the vast majority of applications be determined within 6 months of 
receipt. Achieving this can also be delayed by applicants failing to furnish necessary documents 
or the need to seek additional information on foot of an application received.

13/06/2013WRB01050Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRB0110021. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure that 
young persons who are resident in Ireland for many years are issued with a Stamp 4 leave to 
remain rather than a Stamp 4 leave to remain IBC to enable them to avail of access to student 
grants and payment of registration fees and to enter third level education rather than being on 
the dole. [28228/13]

13/06/2013WRB01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the categories of non-EEA nationals who qualify for educational supports are determined 
by the Department of Education and Skills. It is for that Department and the bodies operating 
under its aegis to decide on the criteria that must be satisfied before any educational support can 
be made available. Neither I, as Minister, nor my Department have any function in such matters.

Insofar as the Immigration Service is concerned the granting of an Immigration Stamp 4 
denotes that the holder has an immigration permission to be in the State and the right to work 
without the need for an Employment Permit.  It does not confer on the holder an entitlement to 
any particular public service or funding. Such matters are determined by the relevant Govern-
ment Departments or State agencies. Accordingly, it would be highly irregular for my Depart-
ment to re-categorise the basis on which any Immigration Stamp was granted in circumstances 
where the sole objective is to circumvent the eligibility criteria for access to State services or 
supports set down by another Government Department.  

13/06/2013WRB01250Domestic Violence Policy

13/06/2013WRB0130022. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider removing the property test for cohabitants applying for a barring order, at the very 
least in cases when it conflicts with the best interest of the children of the family. [28238/13]

13/06/2013WRB0140029. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
amend the Domestic Violence Act 1996 to further extend the eligibility for safety orders to all 
parties who are or have been in an intimate relationship, regardless of cohabitation. [28236/13]

13/06/2013WRB0150044. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to include a provision in the Domestic Violence Act to allow for the Garda to apply for emer-
gency orders to an on-call judge, where, if requested, a garda attending a domestic violence 
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incident can authorise the calling of an on-call judge to apply for an emergency barring order.  
[28237/13]

13/06/2013WRB01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 22, 29 and 44 together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce consolidated and re-
formed domestic violence legislation to address all aspects of domestic violence, threatened 
violence and intimidation, in a way that provides protection to victims.

Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Vio-
lence, is  currently considering a wide range of proposals including proposals from voluntary 
sector organisations.  I understand that the proposals mentioned by the deputies have all  been 
put forward for consideration as part of the process. 

 I look forward to receiving and examining a package of workable and effective proposals 
for the legislation. 

The development of the consolidated and reformed legislation will be progressed as soon as 
possible having regard to the need for the on-going consultations and other legislative priorities 
in my Department.

13/06/2013WRB01650Penalty Point System

13/06/2013WRB0170023. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is committed to 
implementing in full and within the timeframe of three months the recommendations of the 
Garda Professional Standards Unit on the cancellation of penalty points; and if not, the reason 
for same and his alternative methods for dealing with the shortcomings identified.  [28222/13]

13/06/2013WRB01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The report by the Professional 
Standards Unit of the Garda Síochána is an examination of the processes and systems in place 
to deal with the cancellation of fixed change notices.  The examination was directed by the 
Garda Commissioner arising from the allegations relating to the cancellation of penalty points.  
This report is additional to Assistant Commissioner John O’Mahoney’s report of the examina-
tion into the allegations concerning the cancellation of penalty points.  These two reports, one 
containing an overview of the fixed charge processing system and one relating to specific al-
legations, have been provided to the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality for their consideration and advice on any further 
recommendations or procedural or legislative changes which are desirable in this area.  I am 
also consulting with my colleague, the Minster for Transport in this matter. I am absolutely 
committed to the introduction of whatever improvements are necessary to ensure continuing 
public confidence in the fairness and integrity of road traffic laws.  

13/06/2013WRB01850Crime Levels

13/06/2013WRB0190024. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the number of crimes committed by prisoners while on bail continues to be monitored 
by his Department; the number of such incidents recorded in each of the past five years to date; 
the number of recidivistic incidents; the action taken or intended to address such issues; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [28372/13]

13/06/2013WRB02000125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
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to which crime continues to be committed by persons while on bail, with particular reference 
to criminal gangs involved in serious crime; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28467/13]

13/06/2013WRB02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 24 and 125 together.

I share the public concern about the extent to which offences continue to be committed by 
persons on bail and can assure the Deputy that the Garda authorities closely monitor these and 
all other offending patterns and trends.

As the Deputy will be aware, the criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed 
by persons on bail.  Section 11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of 
imprisonment passed on a person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive 
on any sentence passed on him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to ex-
pire, if more than one is being served. It also provides that the fact that an offence was commit-
ted while on bail must be treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall 
impose a sentence that is greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances.

A decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a 
constitutional presumption in favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent 
until proven guilty. The provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict 
the extent to which the right to bail can be limited.

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses. The 
Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is reasonably 
considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person. 

In addition, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, 
provides that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall 
not commit an offence while on bail.

I believe that bail law must be continually reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are 
taken to protect the public against the commission of crime, particularly serious crime, by per-
sons on bail.

Accordingly, my Department has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law 
with a view to presenting a clear, accessible and modern statement of the law. In the context of 
that modernisation of the law, I will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on 
the protection of the individual and of the public. My intention is that the new proposals will 
provide better guidance to the courts on how such protection might be provided. I am also tak-
ing the opportunity to introduce some general improvements to bail law to improve the overall 
working of the bail system. I intend to bring proposals to Government on the matter as soon as 
possible, having regard to other legislative priorities.      

In relation to the statistics requested by the Deputy. the Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes 
provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics Office, 
as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this purpose. 
I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.
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13/06/2013WRB02150Human Trafficking

13/06/2013WRB0220025. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 2012 
report on human trafficking, including figures for identified victims, will be published by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28233/13]

13/06/2013WRB02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Annual Report for Traf-
ficking in Human Beings in Ireland for 2012 is currently being finalised and will be published 
shortly.

The 2012 Annual Report will be the fourth such report to be produced by the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Unit in my Department. The Report will be based, as in previous years, on informa-
tion gathered from An Garda Síochána and Non-Governmental Organisations working in this 
area, which is then collated and analysed by the Anti Human Trafficking Unit. The 2012 report 
and appendices will include information concerning victims of human trafficking reported to An 
Garda Síochána and NGOs disaggregated in terms of gender, age, region of origin, immigration 
status, nature of exploitation and status of investigations. Information is further disaggregated 
according to the Non-Governmental Organisation providing the reports. Information on the 
various aspects of the criminal justice response to human trafficking will also be provided. 

When finalised, the 2012 Annual Report will be published on the dedicated anti-human traf-
ficking website blueblindfold.gov.ie. 

13/06/2013WRC00150Garda Industrial Relations Issues

13/06/2013WRC0020026. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has held any 
recent meeting with the Garda Representative Association or the Association of Garda Sergeants 
and Inspectors to discuss their publicly aired concerns regarding policing here.  [28243/13]

13/06/2013WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am always available to meet 
with either AGSI, the GRA or the other Garda representative associations to discuss with them 
issues of concern to them and to their members.  In fact, I met with AGSI on 19 October 2012 
for nearly two hours in a constructive and businesslike meeting.  I spoke at their conference 
earlier this year and I also spoke at the annual Conference of the Association of Garda Super-
intendents.  In addition to this, there are ongoing discussions between the Commissioner and 
his senior management and all the Garda Associations on day to day matters as they arise in the 
Garda Síochána.

There have also of course been the recent negotiations on an extension to the Croke Park 
Agreement, or as it is known, the Haddington Road Agreement.  The aim was and remains to 
achieve the necessary savings in the public sector pay and pensions bill while at the same time 
ensuring a fair contribution from all.  As part of this agreement it is proposed that a Review of 
the Garda Síochána will be undertaken.

The review shall encompass all aspects of the operation and administration of the Garda 
Síochána including:

-  the structure, organisation and staffing of the Garda Síochána;

-  the deployment of members and civilian staff to relevant and appropriate roles;

-  the remuneration and conditions of service of members of the Garda Síochána, including 
an evaluation of annualised hours/shift pay arrangements;
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-  the appropriate structured and mechanism for the future resolution of matters relating to 
pay, industrial relations and attendance matters.

In this regard, I look forward to the full cooperation of all the associations in completing the 
review, which will conclude no later than 1 June 2014.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 16.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 19.

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 22.

13/06/2013WRC00650Garda Stations Closures

13/06/2013WRC0070030. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way he can jus-
tify closing 140 Garda stations when Garda numbers have been reduced by 10% and when the 
numbers of Garda vehicles have been reduced by hundreds in recent years.  [28245/13]

13/06/2013WRC00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The proposals for the closure 
of some Garda stations were made by the Garda Commissioner in the policing plans for 2012 
and 2013 and constituted his professional judgement on the best use of Garda resources in the 
delivery of an effective policing service.  It is also worth noting that, even after the closures, 
there will still be more Garda stations across the country than there are police stations in com-
parable jurisdictions.  I am confident that the Garda Síochána will continue to provide a profes-
sional policing service right across the country in a manner that is effective and is consistent 
with the highest standards for which the force is renowned.

  Question No. 31 answered with Question No. 10.

13/06/2013WRC00950Organised Crime

13/06/2013WRC0100032. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
indications regarding the strength and the number of the various criminal gangs throughout 
the country, if he intends to invoke any new strategy to deal with the problem and permanently 
remove such gangs from the streets; if it might be envisaged to set a timetable within which it 
might be possible to tackle the level of organised crime here taking into account the procedures 
followed in other jurisdictions to deal with such a problem; if it might be possible to introduce 
a series of co-ordinated measures incorporating drastic reform of the bail laws and-or other leg-
islative or judicial reforms required, including any necessary step to prevent attacks on gardaí; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28373/13]

13/06/2013WRC01100134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the levels of organised criminal gang activity continue to be monitored when such activ-
ity is on the increase by way of reference to the past ten years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28524/13]

13/06/2013WRC01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 32 and 134 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that organised crime, by its very nature, is constantly evolving 
and diversifying in both its structures and activities and that membership of organised crime 
groups tends to be fluid.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are two categories of 
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organised crime groups operating within this jurisdiction.  The first category consists of groups 
that are well established and tightly structured and are involved in drug trafficking, armed rob-
bery and firearms offences.  The second category involves groups whose activities are charac-
terised by less cohesive group structures, and criminal activities which are mainly confined to 
Ireland.  The operation of these groups is monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda Síochána.

Tackling organised crime remains a key ongoing priority for both the Government and the 
Garda Síochána.  This priority is clearly reflected in the Garda Policing Plan for 2013 which 
sets out the continued commitment of the Garda Síochána to pro-actively target groups and 
individuals engaged in organised criminal activities.  The threat posed by organised crime is an 
ongoing threat that is tackled on a continuous basis both at national level and at international 
level.  As such it does not lend itself to the setting of a timetable.  However, we should recall 
that the Garda Síochána are on an ongoing basis successfully bringing people involved in or-
ganised crime activities before the Courts and securing convictions.

At European level, Ireland participates very constructively in the negotiation of initiatives 
and legislative instruments to strengthen police and judicial cooperation.  Just last week, under 
the Irish Presidency, the Justice and Home Affairs Council adopted conclusions on setting the 
EU’s priorities for the fight against serious and organised crime between 2014 and 2017.  These 
conclusions will now inform the implementation by law enforcement agencies across Europe 
of multi-annual strategic plans and annual action plans in respect of each of the priorities.  I can 
also assure the House that I am committed to ensuring that all necessary legislative provisions 
are in place to give effect to our international commitments and to support the operational ac-
tions of the Garda Síochána.

As I have previously indicated to the House, I am keeping under review the legislative 
framework underpinning the State’s response to organised crime, including the provisions of 
the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, to see whether any further improvements could 
be made in this area.  In addition, work on the Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA 
Database System) Bill, which will provide for the establishment and operation of the database 
to assist the Garda Síochána in their investigations, is very well advanced.  I expect to be in a 
position to publish the Bill this term and am determined that it will be enacted this year.

On the question of attacks on gardaí, the Deputy will be aware that section 19 of the Crimi-
nal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 provides specific protections in this regard.  I believe that 
it is absolutely right that the criminal law should afford gardaí and other emergency workers 
such specific protection and that strong penalties should apply.  With regard to the issue of bail 
law, my Department has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view 
to presenting a clear, accessible and modern statement of the law.  I intend to bring proposals 
to Government on the matter as soon as possible, having regard to other legislative priorities.

13/06/2013WRC01250Criminal Assets Bureau

13/06/2013WRC0130033. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider legislation to ring-fence assets or moneys seized by the Criminal Assets Bureau to be re-
invested in communities worst affected by the activities of the criminals involved.  [28244/13]

13/06/2013WRC01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): All monies collected by the 
Criminal Assets Bureau are returned to the Exchequer in accordance with the provisions of the 
Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996 and 2005.  Such funds are paid into the Government’s Central 
Fund, from which the Government draws for expenditure on all necessary public services and 
investment.  From time to time, it has been suggested that such monies should be used to fund 
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community projects.  However, while it has been accepted that there may be some symbolic 
value in the suggestion, it is considered problematic and raises a number of practical difficul-
ties.

A policy of ring-fencing monies obtained by the Exchequer and the reallocation of these for 
a specific purpose runs contrary to the normal Estimates process.  While allowing for a small 
number of very specific targeted exceptions, it is believed that earmarking revenues for a spe-
cific expenditure programme would, in general, constrain the Government in the implementa-
tion of its overall expenditure policy.  There is also the problem of additional costs which would 
accrue in the administration of any scheme to divert such funds to local projects and additional 
administrative costs without any additional revenues being generated.  It could also be argued 
that a significant proportion of the monies secured by the Bureau are already owed to the Ex-
chequer as it often relates to non-payment of taxes and social welfare fraud.

In the current economic climate the Exchequer could not sustain a loss of revenue without 
making compensatory adjustments.  If the monies collected by the bureau were to be diverted 
to community projects, there would inevitably be implications for any other monies those proj-
ects received from the Exchequer.  Alternatively, other public expenditure programmes would 
have to sustain the loss.  There are currently no proposals to change the existing arrangements 
concerning such monies.

13/06/2013WRC01450Visa Applications

13/06/2013WRC0150034. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide, in tabular form on an annual basis for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, the number 
of applications that have been made to his Department for working student visas; the number 
of these applications that have been successful; if he is concerned that individuals employed on 
working student visas may be displacing other workers, particularly in the retail and hospitality 
industries and preventing the employment of persons currently on the live register; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24338/13]

13/06/2013WRC01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The statistical data requested 
by the Deputy is supplied in the following table.  Non-EEA nationals, including students, resid-
ing in Ireland for more than three months must register with the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau.  The table is based on a series of snapshots taken in March 2011, 2012 and 2013 of the 
resident non-EEA student population at that time.  The table also indicates the number of those 
students who had first registered within the preceding 12 months (i.e. new students)

Not all students require visas to travel to Ireland.  However the statistics cover all registered 
non-EEA national students whether they are visa required or not and, as such, provide a more 
accurate representation of the number of international students who have come to Ireland in the 
years requested.

March 2011 March 2012 March 2013
New Student 
Registrations

9061 7375 12224

Total Student 
Registrations

29911 28354 28962

All of the above students are registered on a “Stamp 2” student permission which allows 
access to the Irish labour market without the need for an employment permit from the Depart-
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ment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  That access is limited to 20 hours per week during 
academic terms and 40 hours per week during college holidays.

While there may be some potential for displacement it should be noted that the concession 
whereby students are permitted to work is similar to that in many of our competitor countries 
and it is seen by providers as a vital element of the “package” offered by Ireland when we seek 
to attract foreign students.  This concession together with the high quality of our education of-
fering has facilitated the growth of a significant international student sector in Ireland which is 
an important contributor to national economic activity.

Moreover, the international education sector provides significant employment and income 
for the Irish economy and any analysis of the student work concession must be balanced against 
this contribution.  The Government believes that there is significant potential for Ireland in at-
tracting international students to study at high quality institutions.  My colleague, the Minister 
for Education and Skills, is implementing a comprehensive reform process in the education 
sector including the establishment of the new Qualifications and Quality Agency and plans to 
establish a Quality Mark for English language schools and further and higher education col-
leges as part of efforts to get more international students to study here.

This work is operating in tandem with ongoing reform of the student immigration regime.  
The value of the work concession is clear in terms of promoting Ireland’s quality education sec-
tor in a competitive market.  However it would be naive to ignore the capacity of the student 
migration route to be abused by economic migrants and by less scrupulous parties seeking to 
facilitate their entry to the State.  Therefore the concession must be seen as inextricably linked 
with and dependent on the ongoing work led by the Department of Education and Skills in the 
area of quality assurance, the commitment of service providers to quality standards and the 
maintenance of effective immigration controls at all stages of the process.

13/06/2013WRD00150Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

13/06/2013WRD0020035. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
with the level of compliance by persons who are subject to the requirements of Part 2 of the 
Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of notifications received from other jurisdictions or from 
Interpol regarding the travel of convicted sex offenders to Ireland during the period 2009 to 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28224/13]

13/06/2013WRD00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Sex Offenders Act 2001 
contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at protecting children and other persons.  
Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of sexual offences subject to notification 
requirements.  The provisions of the Act also extend to any offenders convicted abroad of the 
same range of sexual offences who enter the State.  

All offenders subject to the notification requirements are monitored by the Sex Offender 
Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Investi-
gation.  The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated in each Garda Division through-
out the State.  I am informed that the nominated Inspector in each Division has access to all nec-
essary resources within his/her Division to assist him/her in carrying out his/her duties.  Where 
An Garda Síochána becomes aware that an offender subject to the notification requirements has 
breached those requirements, appropriate action is taken.  I am confident that the appropriate 
level of monitoring is carried out by An Garda Síochána and all breaches of the requirements 
which come to notice are pursued.  
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I am also informed that when the Garda authorities become aware that a convicted sex of-
fender has left or is intending to leave the State, the Sex Offender Management and Intelligence 
Unit ensures that the relevant law enforcement agency in the country of destination is advised 
via Interpol.

An Garda Síochána receive, on a regular basis, notifications regarding convicted sex of-
fenders who travel to this country. I am advised by the Garda authorities that while there were 
242 notifications of individual visits through Interpol since 2009 this would include persons 
travelling on several occasions. When SOMIU receives such a notification, it is recorded on the 
Garda PULSE system and the relevant nominated Divisional Inspector is notified as a priority. 

13/06/2013WRD00350Garda Complaints Procedures

13/06/2013WRD0040036. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
that the system within An Garda Síochána for receiving confidential complaints and expres-
sions of concern is adequate following the experience of the two Garda whistleblowers who 
made allegations of malpractice in the fixed charge processing system.  [28230/13]

13/06/2013WRD00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána (Confi-
dential Reporting of Corruption or Malpractice) Regulations 2007 provide for an independent 
Confidential Recipient to whom members of the Force can report, in confidence, instances 
where they believe there may be corruption or malpractice within the Force.  The Confidential 
Recipient is required to transmit each report to the Commissioner but, in doing so, is bound to 
protect the identity of the confidential reporter.  Any communication between the Confidential 
Recipient and the Commissioner is absolutely confidential and there are strong safeguards in 
the Regulations for the protection of confidential reporters.

It is also the case that, in line with a commitment in the Programme for Government, my 
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform will shortly bring forward legislative 
proposals to give robust protection for whistleblowing employees generally, across the public 
and private sectors.  The intention is that this legislation will make provision for the Garda 
Síochána, and I look forward to the opportunity of discussing the details of the proposals when 
they are published.

13/06/2013WRD00550Penal Policy Review Group Report

13/06/2013WRD0060037. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
report on penal reform from the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality from March 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28242/13]

13/06/2013WRD00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In line with the recommenda-
tions of the Thornton Hall Project Review Group, I announced an all encompassing strategic 
review of penal policy last September.  

A Working Group was established to carry out this review and to make recommendations on 
how a principled and sustainable penal system might be further enhanced taking into account 
resource implications, constitutional imperatives and international obligations.  The Group has 
also been asked to consider the Joint Committee’s recommendations on penal reform.  I expect 
the Group to report later this year and it is the intention to publish their report.  
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13/06/2013WRD00750Family Reunification Policy

13/06/2013WRD0080038. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a timeline for 
the new policy on family reunification has been agreed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28231/13]

13/06/2013WRD0090043. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service will resume processing applications for an estimated 
50 cases of family reunification, which were halted in advance of a new policy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28232/13]

13/06/2013WRD01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 38 and 43 together.

It is anticipated that this document will be finalised shortly.  This is a complex matter and 
there is a need to achieve the proper balance between competing interests.  In relation to cases 
being delayed, I should point out that most of the caseload is being processed normally and 
those on hold pending the revised policy relate primarily to applications from non-EEA parents 
seeking to join their adult children in Ireland.  That form of migration presents notable dif-
ficulties to immigration services throughout the world given the importance of ensuring that 
the State does not become unreasonably exposed to financial liability for the upkeep of such 
persons.  All outstanding cases will be addressed on finalisation of the policy document.

13/06/2013WRD01050Garda Resources

13/06/2013WRD0110039. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider providing additional resources for the Cavan-Monaghan Garda division in order to deal 
with the cross-Border criminality that has resulted in a serious increase in cattle and machinery 
theft in the north Monaghan area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28226/13]

13/06/2013WRD01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
allocation of all resources, including personnel, is a matter entirely for the Garda Commissioner 
and I have no direct function in the matter.  I have however been informed by the Garda au-
thorities that the personnel strength of the Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division on 30 April 2013 
was 342.  There were also 23 Garda Reservists and just under 40 Garda Civilians attached to 
the Division.  Divisional resources are further augmented, where necessary, by a number of 
Garda National Units such as the Garda National Drugs Unit (GNDU), the National Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation (NBCI), the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and other specialised units. 

There is close and ongoing co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the PSNI on all 
aspects of policing, including combating organised crime.  The Garda Commissioner and the 
Chief Constable of the PSNI, who are responsible for operational policing co-operation, have 
repeatedly emphasised that the close and high quality co-operation between their forces has 
been instrumental in preventing attacks, combating criminality and saving lives.

The two police forces operate a joint Cross-Border Policing Strategy which has as its aims 
to improve public safety throughout Ireland, to disrupt criminal activity and to enhance the 
policing capability of both police services on the island.  All of these are important elements 
in enabling the two forces to work more effectively together in tackling crime and promoting 
community safety for all communities on this island.

Inter-agency cooperation is a key factor in combating the activities of organised criminal 
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gangs operating on this island and the paramilitary groups who are inextricably linked to them.    

13/06/2013WRD01250National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan Issues

13/06/2013WRD0130040. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will 
publish an implementation plan for the national disability strategy.  [28235/13]

13/06/2013WRD01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In line with the Programme 
for Government commitment to publish an Implementation Plan for the National Disability 
Strategy, the Minister for Disability, Equality, Mental Health and Older People, Ms. Kath-
leen Lynch, established and personally chairs the National Disability Strategy Implementation 
Group (NDSIG). This Group is charged with developing the Plan and monitoring its future 
implementation. The Group comprises representatives of relevant government departments, 
the City and County Managers Association, the National Disability Authority, the Disability 
Stakeholder Group and a number of people appointed in their personal capacity to bring their 
lived experience to the Group.  Significant consultation has taken place and drafting of the Plan 
is at a very advanced stage. The next meeting of the NDSIG is scheduled for 20th June and it 
is anticipated that the Plan will be finalised at this meeting. The Plan will be published as soon 
as possible thereafter.

13/06/2013WRD01450Garda Investigations

13/06/2013WRD0150041. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 8 of 20 June 2012, the position regarding the Garda review into the 
murder of Fr. Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly, in July 1985; if he will accede to the request 
by the family for an independent inquiry into the priest’s violent death; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28225/13]

13/06/2013WRD0160050. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update of the cold case file given to the Garda Commissioner on 11 March in relation to the Fr. 
Niall Molloy case and the promised report on the matter. [28370/13]

13/06/2013WRD01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 41 and 50 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the examination surrounding the circumstances 
of the death of Father Niall Molloy has been completed and that an investigation file has been 
forwarded for the attention of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  The 
Deputies will appreciate that in these circumstances it would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment further on this matter at this time. 

13/06/2013WRD01750Traveller Community Issues

13/06/2013WRD0180042. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his response to the 
recent report from Pavee Point entitled, Travelling with Austerity, outlining the severe impact 
of cutbacks on Travellers, Traveller projects and services.  [28227/13]

13/06/2013WRD01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The report referred to by the 
Deputy is very recent, published in April 2013,  and it presents statistics and associated con-
clusions to found what seems to be its basic premise that there has been a ‘dramatic disinvest-
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ment’ by the State in the Traveller community in the past five years.  Whilst it is accepted that 
Traveller funding has been reduced, funding has had to be reduced across the board due to our 
economic circumstances and there is no question of any such ‘dramatic disinvestment’.  The 
report has been examined in a preliminary way in my Department and I understand that issues 
regarding possible inaccuracies in the report have been raised with Pavee Point by my own 
Department and by the Department of Education and Skills.

However I also understand that Pavee Point have been invited to make a presentation on the 
report to the High Level Group on Travellers, which is chaired by my colleague, Minister of 
State Kathleen Lynch,  and is attended by senior officials from the relevant Government Depart-
ments and agencies. I would expect that a full discussion of the issues raised in the report  will 
take place at that time. Under the circumstances, I am not in a position to comment further on 
this report at this time.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 22.

13/06/2013WRE00250Garda Resources

13/06/2013WRE0030045. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding avail-
able to An Garda Síochána for white collar crime in view of (details supplied). [28221/13]

13/06/2013WRE00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
all members of An Garda Síochána may be tasked with investigating crime, including fraud-
related incidents.  In that context no specific Garda budget has been allocated to combating 
white collar crime.

Where required, specialist assistance is provided by the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investiga-
tion (GBFI) and the Garda authorities have indicated that sufficient resources are being made 
available to the Bureau.   In that regard I can inform the Deputy that the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform has recently approved the recruitment of two additional forensic ac-
countants for the GBFI.

In addition, the Criminal Assets Bureau has been active in targeting the proceeds of de-
ception, fraud, money laundering, bribery and corruption and other types of criminal activity 
commonly referred to as “white collar crime”.   Moreover, the primary investigative agency 
for offences under the Companies Acts is the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement.

I am, of course, concerned to ensure that the investigation and detection of fraud and white 
collar offences is as effective as it can be and that An Garda Síochána has available to it the 
necessary legislative and other supports to this end.  I continue to attach the highest priority to 
the full investigation of these offences and bringing the perpetrators of such crimes to justice. 
Shortly after taking up office, I moved urgently to introduce additional legislation in this area 
which was enacted as the Criminal Justice Act 2011, and provides vital assistance to An Garda 
Síochána in the completion of current white collar crime investigations, as well as providing 
assistance to them in future investigations. The Garda Commissioner is aware that any further 
legislative proposals he might have which would assist in the investigation and detection of 
white collar crime, or of fraud offences generally, will be positively considered by me.
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13/06/2013WRE00450Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Administration

13/06/2013WRE0050046. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will take 
to improve the operation of GSOC, with particular reference to the problems it identified in its 
annual report 2012 and the fact that no names were mentioned in the investigation (details sup-
plied).  [28223/13]

13/06/2013WRE00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I arranged to meet the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission in May to discuss concerns they raised in their 2012 Annu-
al Report regarding delays in concluding their investigations, and in particular delays in receiv-
ing requested information from the Garda Síochána.  The Ombudsman Commission separately 
raised concerns regarding Garda response times in the context of their recent public interest re-
port which dealt with the handling of covert human intelligence sources by the Garda Síochána, 
and which naturally, given the nature of the report, protected the identities of individuals.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 provides for protocols on the sharing of information between 
the Garda Síochána and the Garda Ombudsman Commission. These protocols set down time 
limits for the provision of information by the Garda Síochána to the Ombudsman Commission, 
and it is clearly important that any such agreed protocols should be respected, and that any dif-
ficulties in this regard should be addressed.

As I have previously indicated, I have asked the Garda Commissioner for his observations 
on the concerns expressed by the Garda Ombudsman Commission, and I then intend to convene 
a meeting with the Garda Commissioner and the Garda Ombudsman Commission to make sure 
that any outstanding issues have been resolved.

13/06/2013WRE00650Joint Policing Committees Remit

13/06/2013WRE0070047. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
future of joint policing committees in towns here after the abolition of town councils in 2014. 
[28241/13]

13/06/2013WRE00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There is ongoing liaison be-
tween my Department, the Garda authorities and the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government in relation to the operation of Joint Policing Committees (JPCs).

The Programme for Government makes a commitment to build on existing community po-
licing partnerships and forums to enhance trust between local communities and their Gardaí.  In 
the spirit of that commitment I initiated a review of the operation of JPCs and, on 29 November 
2012, I published a discussion document to open the matter for wider consultation.  My Depart-
ment, together with the Garda authorities and the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government is examining the feedback received during the consultation process, to 
see if any amendments should be made to the existing guidelines with a view to enhancing the 
operation of JPCs. The review process will also take into account the broader developments 
with respect to local government reform which are underway and the implications of this re-
form for the operation of JPCs.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 10.

13/06/2013WRE00950Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data
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13/06/2013WRE0100049. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a breakdown, in tabular form, of the number of applications for naturalisation year on 
year from 2009; if he will provide a breakdown of applications processed, approved, refused 
and pending-under review; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28274/13]

13/06/2013WRE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The numbers of applications 
received for the years from 2009 to end May 2013 are as follows: 15,700, 12,500, 18,300, 
19,900 and 7,700 respectively.

The number of applications approved for these years is 6,100, 5,000, 14,300, 23,400 and 
15,100. Those refused or deemed ineligible amounted to 7800*, 3100, 1800, 1600 and 400 
respectively.

When I came into office in March 2011 one of my immediate priorities was to address the 
large backlog of citizenship applications for naturalisation pending a decision that had built up 
over several years. At that time there were approximately 22,000 applications awaiting deci-
sion, many of which had been waiting for 2-3 years or longer.

Considerable resources were and continue to be deployed to process applications and more 
than  55,000 decisions on naturalisation applications have been made since I came into office.  
It is my intention that we continue to build on this success this year and, in this regard, over 
15,000 valid applications have been decided to date in 2013.

* It should be noted that 4,000 of the applications refused related to applications lodged by 
one section of the migrant community on the basis of inaccurate and misleading information 
circulated within their community regarding a supposed entitlement to Irish citizenship.

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 41.

13/06/2013WRE01250Consular Services Representations

13/06/2013WRE0130051. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the political representation he has made in the case of a person (details supplied) in re-
lation to possible repatriation here; if he has highlighted issues of mistreatment and instances 
of inhuman, degrading treatment of prisoners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28405/13]

13/06/2013WRE01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I can 
inform the Deputy that the Embassy of Ireland in Lithuania and the Consular Assistance Sec-
tion in Dublin has provided consular assistance to the person in question since that person’s 
initial detention in Lithuania. The Embassy is in regular contact with the appropriate Lithuanian 
authorities in response to questions or matters which have arisen during the period of imprison-
ment. The person and his next of kin are kept informed of the Embassy’s representations to the 
Lithuanian authorities on various matters, and the outcomes of these representations.

In 2009 our Embassy forwarded a diplomatic note to the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry in 
which it voiced its concern at the poor conditions at the prison where the person mentioned 
by the Deputy was being held. The person in question has since been moved to another more 
modern prison.  The person mentioned by the Deputy has been visited in prison on a number of 
occasions by a Diplomatic Officer from our Embassy in Vilnius.  The most recent visit was on 
3 June 2013.  The person mentioned did not raise with the Embassy any issues of mistreatment 
or instances of inhuman or degrading treatment.  The transfer of prisoners between Lithuania 
and Ireland takes place under the Council of Europe’s Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced 
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Persons which sets out certain conditions which must be met in order for a transfer to take 
place, including that the judgment must be final. I understand that the person mentioned by the 
Deputy is appealing his sentence and therefore is ineligible to apply for a transfer under these 
provisions until this process is complete.

The Deputy may wish to note that an application for an international prisoner transfer is 
made in the first instance through the prison authorities in Lithuania.  It is then passed to their 
Justice Ministry which liaises on the issue with the Prison Policy section in the Department of 
Justice and Equality here in Ireland.

13/06/2013WRE01450United Nations Reform

13/06/2013WRE0150052. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will detail his position on the future reform of the United Nations General Assembly; his 
views on whether the European Union delegation to the UN will one day be a full member of 
the UNGA in its own right, in view of the fact it holds full membership rights in some UN or-
ganisations and its relatively recent upgrade to enhanced observer status with speaking rights; 
his views on whether both member states and the EU being members of the UNGA could ex-
pose differences and create conflicting positions between Ireland and the EU at the UNGA; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28461/13]

13/06/2013WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
UN Charter provides the rules for membership of the United Nations General Assembly. Chap-
ter II Article 4 provides that; “Membership in the United Nations is open to all other peace-
loving states which accept the obligations contained in the present Charter and, in the judgment 
of the Organization, are able and willing to carry out these obligations.”

The European Union is not a State under the terms of the UN Charter.  Accordingly, it would 
be hypothetical and premature to offer a view on EU membership of the UN General Assembly. 

The EU gained enhanced observer status in May 2011 when the UN General Assembly 
adopted Resolution A/65/276 upgrading the status of the European Union’s participation in the 
United Nations. This resolution allows EU representatives to present common positions of the 
Union to the Assembly.  European Union Member States coordinate closely to advance com-
mon EU positions at the United Nations.

Reform of the United Nations General Assembly is dealt with by the Ad Hoc Working Group 
on Revitalisation of the work of the General Assembly, with Egypt chairing this group during 
the 67th session of UNGA. Thematic discussions during the current session will focus inter alia 
on the role and authority of the General Assembly; its working methods and implementation of 
its resolutions; the role and responsibility of the Assembly in the selection and appointment of 
the UN Secretary-General and other executive Heads within the UN system; and the functions 
of the Office of the President of the General Assembly. 

Together with our EU partners, Ireland is committed to reform of the UN General Assembly, 
including through efforts to strengthen its role and authority, and to enhance the effectiveness 
of its work. We believe that improvements in the efficiency and effectiveness of the General 
Assembly are an essential element of the broader reform effort at the United Nations.

13/06/2013WRF00150EU Enlargement
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13/06/2013WRF0020053. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in view of further EU enlargement with the accession of Croatia in less than two months, 
the way he intends to address Bosnia’s increasing marginalisation as surrounding states begin 
EU integration; the way he will address concerns of the failure of the Dayton Agreement to 
develop Bosnia as a strong and unified state; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28469/13]

13/06/2013WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I 
have said in this house on a number of occasions, Ireland, and indeed all 27 Member States of 
the European Union, fully and firmly supports Bosnia and Herzegovina’s EU perspective as a 
future member state of the EU.  It is to be hoped that Croatia’s imminent accession will prove 
to be an inspiration for the other countries of the Western Balkans, including Bosnia and Her-
zegovina.  Along with international partners, it is the EU’s aim to support a stable and viable 
Bosnia and Herzegovina co-operating peacefully with its neighbours and irreversibly on track 
towards EU membership.  EU membership for Bosnia and Herzegovina is firmly tied to the 
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of the country.

The path to EU membership for Bosnia and Herzegovina is clear.  The EU has set out its 
strategy towards Bosnia and Herzegovina in the European Council conclusions of March 2011 
and the successive reinforcing conclusions. Since September 2011 the EU has installed a rein-
forced and comprehensive presence in the country combining the assets of the European Com-
mission and the European External Action Service, through an EUSR office. The EU military 
force EUFOR ALTHEA remains present in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

A High Level Dialogue on Accession was launched in June 2012 which saw agreement be-
tween the political leaders on a roadmap towards accession.  It is regrettable that campaigning 
in advance of the municipal elections in October last year saw this positive atmosphere eroded. 

The EU has made great efforts to encourage the political leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to move forward with reforms.  There is obvious disappointment that the efforts that the EU has 
made on the ground to move Bosnia along have reached an impasse.  The EU will now need to 
examine what else can be done and I believe this can best be done in the context of a review of 
the EU Special Representative’s mandate, which I hope to see taken forward by High Repre-
sentative Ashton in July. 

However, I must emphasise that while we will do everything in our power to encourage 
movement on the path to EU integration, this is ultimately a matter for the political leaders of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The EU cannot impose a solution.  The most we can do is use our 
policies to encourage and facilitate progress.

13/06/2013WRF00350Foreign Conflicts

13/06/2013WRF0040054. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the further meetings planned at EU Foreign Affairs Council level to discuss the ongoing and 
escalating conflict in Syria and the humanitarian crisis in that region; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28567/13]

13/06/2013WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
conflict in Syria and the worsening humanitarian situation will figure prominently on the agen-
da of the next Foreign Affairs Council which I will attend in Luxembourg on 24 June.  Recent 
diplomatic efforts, particularly the initiative of the US and Russia aimed at bringing both sides 
in Syria to a further peace conference in Geneva on the basis of the Geneva Communiqué of 
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June 2012, will undoubtedly be central to our discussions.  With preparations already underway 
under the guidance of SG Ban and Special Envoy Brahimi, the Council is likely to consider the 
degree of engagement on all sides with the US-Russia initiative and how the EU can help to 
ensure that this conference is successfully convened.  The renewal of the EU’s sanctions against 
Syria, including the arms embargo, was extensively discussed at the last Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil which I attended in Brussels on 27 May.  While I regret that the Council was unable to agree 
to renew the EU arms embargo against Syria, it was noted in the Council Declaration which 
accompanied the Decision on renewal of the rest of the sanctions package that no member State 
intending to do so will proceed at this stage with the delivery of arms to Syria.  It was agreed 
that the Council will review its position before 1 August, on the basis of a report from the High 
Representative on developments related to the US-Russia initiative and on the engagement of 
the Syrian parties.  Syria is likely to figure prominently on the agenda for the first FAC meeting 
of the Lithuanian Presidency in July.

13/06/2013WRF00550Passport Applications

13/06/2013WRF0060055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if an Irish passport will issue to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28587/13]

13/06/2013WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
person in question is an Angolan national who recently became a naturalised Irish citizen and 
subsequently applied for her first Irish passport.  However, the name applied for her Irish pass-
port and that appearing on her naturalisation certificate, are in the opposite order to the name 
that appears on her valid Angolan passport.  The Department has been in contact with the ap-
plicant and her solicitor in relation to this anomaly.  In view of the applicant’s regular use of 
this passport since 2003, the Department has requested that the person in question regularise 
this passport error.  This would remove any possibility of the use of two passports (Irish and 
Angolan) with different identities.  In the meantime, the Department will issue a restricted two 
year passport to this person to allow her travel while the matter of her Angolan passport is being 
rectified at which time a new Irish passport will issue.

13/06/2013WRF00750International Election Monitoring

13/06/2013WRF0080056. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recent allegations of voting fraud in the Venezuelan presidential election; the 
efforts being made at an EU level to verify the result; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28617/13]

13/06/2013WRF00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Fol-
lowing Presidential elections in Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro was inaugurated as President on 
19th April 2013.  The election process was closely contested, with the Venezuelan National 
Electoral Commission recording President Maduro ahead of the leading opposition candidate, 
Henrique Capriles, by 1.49%.  The European Union is monitoring closely developments in Ven-
ezuela. Following the April Presidential elections, the EU High Representative Ashton called 
upon all parties to engage in peaceful dialogue and to reject violence.  While commending the 
high participation and orderly, calm conduct of the elections, EU High Representative Ashton 
expressed concern at the growing polarisation of Venezuelan society.  She added that it is im-
portant that the outcome of the vote can be accepted by all and that appeals be duly considered 
by the competent Venezuelan authorities.  Following a full audit of the April elections, on 11th 
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June last the National Electoral Commission confirmed the result in favour of President Madu-
ro.  I understand that Mr Capriles has been very critical of this audit process and may continue 
to pursue his appeal against the result through legal channels. 

I join with the EU High Representative Ashton in calling upon all parties in Venezuela to en-
gage constructively in the promotion of good governance.  It is important in all democratic soci-
eties that citizens have confidence in their institutions and that any allegations of irregularity in 
elections be addressed fully by the relevant authorities through appropriate appeal mechanisms.

13/06/2013WRF00950Tax Yield

13/06/2013WRF0100057. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the corporation tax 
figures in the end of May Exchequer statement show a significant reduction in year-on-year 
figures. [28399/13]

13/06/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Corporation tax (CT) receipts to end-
May, at €1,042 million, were €150 million (16.8%) ahead of profile and €60 million (5.5%) 
down year-on-year.  This year-on-year reduction at this stage of the year was expected, as it 
was due entirely to the impact of the delayed €251 million CT payment received in 2012, which 
was reported on extensively by my Department throughout 2012.  As the Deputy may recall, 
CT receipts in January 2012 benefited from a significant delayed payment proper to December 
2011.  This significantly distorted the year-on-year comparisons of CT in 2012.  In light of 
this, CT was reported on extensively both on an adjusted basis, as well as on a headline basis, 
throughout 2012.  

The distortionary impact of the delayed CT payment on 2013 year-on-year comparisons was 
again highlighted in the Exchequer Returns information note for January 2013.  Adjusting for 
impact of the delayed CT payment, receipts were up €191 million (22.4%) to end-May 2013 on 
an adjusted basis, a very encouraging performance.

13/06/2013WRF01150Tax Yield

13/06/2013WRF0120058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason less VAT was col-
lected than expected as per the end of May Exchequer statement. [28400/13]

13/06/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): VAT receipts to end-May, at €4,994 
million, were €117 million (2.3%) below profile and €15 million (0.3%) up year-on-year.  The 
Revenue Commissioners have made my Department aware that the shortfall recorded in the 
first five months of the year is largely attributable to receipts from VAT on imports, and not VAT 
internal receipts, which are more closely related to domestic economic activity. I would like to 
assure the Deputy that my Department is continuing to monitor the situation closely. 

13/06/2013WRF01350Tax Yield

13/06/2013WRF0140059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason less income tax was 
collected than expected as per the end of May Exchequer statement. [28401/13]

13/06/2013WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Income tax receipts to end-May, at 
€6,122 million, were €55 million (0.9%) below profile and €125 million up year-on-year.  In-
come tax receipts in the month were basically on target, recording a small surplus of €4 million 
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(0.3%) against a target of €1,075 million.  As the Deputy may be aware, Income Tax comprises 
of a number of individual sub-heads, including PAYE and non-PAYE, which includes Schedule 
D (paid by farmers and the self-employed), as well as other relatively minor sources such as 
DIRT, Withholding Tax and Dividend Withholding Tax.

Of these sub-heads, the primary driver for the cumulative shortfall against profile was the 
lower than expected DIRT receipts recorded in April last, which is possibly reflective of the 
lower retail interest rates recorded in the year to date.  This was discussed in the end-April 2013 
Exchequer Returns information note.

13/06/2013WRF01550Fiscal Policy

13/06/2013WRF0160060. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if in the event of the State 
ever being required to make a fiscal correction within the meaning of section 6 of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act 2012, whether the measures to achieve such a correction, as set out in a plan 
under section 6(1) of the Act, would be undertaken via primary legislation or through secondary 
legislation adopted under section 9 of the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28510/13]

13/06/2013WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A correction plan, within the meaning 
of Section 6 of the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012, is only relevant in the event of a significant 
deviation from the medium-term budgetary objective, or where relevant the adjustment path 
towards it, and exceptional circumstances do not apply.  This is not envisaged to occur at any 
point over the forecast period.  If the State is required to prepare a correction plan in the future, 
such a plan would take into account the causes of the significant deviation. 

Measures to achieve such a correction would not be introduced through secondary legisla-
tion under Section 9 of the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012. 

Any correction plan presented to the Dáil would be implemented primarily through bud-
getary legislation, which can be supplementary if the timing of the plan warrants it.  There is 
provision to introduce a Finance Bill, Social Welfare Bill or expenditure estimates at any time. 
If the correction plan sets out a multi-year correction, then;

- Multi-annual revenue measures can be made through Finance or Social Welfare Bill 
amendments; and

- The element related to Government expenditure (about 90% of Ireland’s total general gov-
ernment expenditure) would be directly reflected in the Government expenditure ceiling which 
is being put on a statutory basis under the Minister and Secretaries (Amendment) Bill 2012.

Depending on the measures to be taken, other relevant legislation may need to be amended.  
If the correction plan includes other sub-sectors of general government such as Local Govern-
ment then budgetary adjustments would be made in accordance with relevant legislation.

13/06/2013WRF01750Prize Bonds

13/06/2013WRF0180061. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the savings the National 
Treasury Management Agency will incur from the proposed cut in the national prize bonds 
draw; the way these savings will be used on behalf on the State; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28512/13]
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13/06/2013WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA) is responsible for the State Savings schemes which include Savings Certifi-
cates, Savings Bonds, Prize Bonds, the National Solidarity Bond and Instalment Savings, as 
well as the Deposit Accounts such as the Ordinary Deposit Account and the Deposit Account 
Plus which are managed on behalf of the NTMA by An Post.  The NTMA keeps the suite of 
State Savings products and the interest rates paid on them under constant review to ensure that 
the products remain competitive and attractive to retail investors, while balancing the funding 
requirements and financing costs of the State.

The NTMA announced on 2 June 2013 new rates across the range of State Savings prod-
ucts, including Prize Bonds.  These reflect the reductions in interest rates in the savings market 
generally and the reduced cost of Government borrowing in the wholesale markets as a result 
of the declines in sovereign bond and Treasury Bill yields.

The value of the prize fund for the Prize Bond draw is calculated by applying the prevailing 
variable interest rate to the value of prize bonds outstanding.  On 2 June 2013, the rate used to 
calculate the prize fund was reduced from 2.25% per annum to 1.75% per annum.

At end-May 2013, €1.78 billion of prize bonds were outstanding.  The savings over a full 
year as a result of the 0.5% reduction in the interest rate used to calculate the prize fund would 
be €8.9 million (assuming the amount of prize bonds outstanding remains unchanged).  This 
would represent a saving to the Exchequer in the cost of servicing the National Debt and would 
accordingly be of benefit to the Exchequer finances.

Personal Debt

13/06/2013WRG0020062. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance further to the Central Bank of 
Ireland’s planned pilot scheme for debt mediation, the reason the Money Advice and Budget-
ing Service was not engaged in the process; his views on the involvement of a charity which is 
funded by the credit industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28556/13]

13/06/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The service provider for the pilot frame-
work approach to the co-ordinated resolution of multiple debts owed by a distressed borrower 
has not yet been selected.  However, I am informed by the Central Bank that a process to select 
a provider is to be run over the course of June and that all parties who have expressed an interest 
in participation will be considered. As part of this process, consideration will be given to how 
the prospective providers can demonstrate that the service will be impartial and independent.

Prize Bonds

13/06/2013WRG0040063. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the position on unclaimed prize 
bond prizes; the way these funds are used; the role, if any, of the dormant accounts funds; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28571/13]

13/06/2013WRG0050064. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the value of unclaimed prize 
bonds in each of the past ten years. [28572/13]

13/06/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 
64 together.

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) is responsible for the State Savings 
schemes which includes Prize Bonds. I am informed by the NTMA that they define unclaimed 
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prizes from the Prize Bond draws as prizes that have remained unclaimed for more than six 
months. Unclaimed prizes remain a liability of the NTMA to the Prize Bond holder – or their 
estate in the case of deceased customers. Unclaimed prizes are not transferred to the Dormant 
Accounts fund but are held in a Post Office Savings Bank (POSB) account and thus are avail-
able to the Exchequer. 

The NTMA has advised that the value of unclaimed prizes from the Prize Bond draw 
amounted to €2.146 million as at the end of May 2013.  Amounts unclaimed in respect of previ-
ous years are as follows: 

Draw Year Amount (€m) outstanding at end-May 2013 
Older 0.73 
2003 0.07 
2004 0.09 
2005 0.09 
2006 0.10 
2007 0.11 
2008 0.12 
2009 0.15 
2010 0.18 
2011 0.21 
2012 0.30 
Total 2.15 
Details of all unclaimed prizes are available on the website StateSavings.ie or can be ob-

tained by writing to State Savings, GPO, FREEPOST, Dublin 1.

Schools Building Projects Status

13/06/2013WRG0070065. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position on the 
proposed building project at a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; when this project will 
proceed to the next stage; the likely timescale for construction work to commence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [28409/13]

13/06/2013WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school building project referred to was included in the €50 million investment 
in new school building projects recently announced as part of the Government’s “Investing in 
Infrastructure and Jobs” Package.

The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning with the design team currently 
working on the completion of stage 2(b). When the stage 2(b) submission has been received 
and reviewed and assuming no issues arise, my Department will be in contact with the School 
Authorities in relation to progressing the project to tender and construction.

Special Educational Needs Staffing

13/06/2013WRG0090066. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will grant the 
recommendation made within the relevant report for full-time special needs assistance in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan.  [28413/13]



13 June 2013

1043

13/06/2013WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, in-
cluding the allocation of resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants to schools. The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education 
supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.

The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the 
assessed care needs of the children.

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for 
the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013. The NCSE are currently processing these appli-
cations and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

School Staffing

13/06/2013WRG0110067. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a 
school (details supplied) in County Dublin will receive an additional teacher in 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28425/13]

13/06/2013WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the 2013/2014 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule (Cir-
cular 0013/2013) which is available on the Department website. The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. These arrangements 
include the provision whereby schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for 
additional permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds, using projected enrolment.

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for a mainstream classroom 
post under the  developing school criteria to the Primary Allocations Section of the Department. 
Having considered the school’s application in the context of the published grounds, the applica-
tion was refused as it did not meet the relevant criteria. The school was notified accordingly.

13/06/2013WRG01250Student Grant Scheme Appeals

13/06/2013WRG0130068. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve a 
Student Universal Support Ireland grant in respect of a person (details supplied) who has ap-
pealed the decision made by SUSI to disallow their application.  [28431/13]

13/06/2013WRG01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the applicant referred to 
by the Deputy was issued with a decision on the 25th February, 2013 advising him that he was 
deemed ineligible to receive a grant. SUSI also confirmed that to date they have received no 
appeal from the applicant.
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If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

School Accommodation

13/06/2013WRG0150069. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
prefabs that will be replaced in schools (details supplied) in County Wicklow, under his De-
partment’s prefab replacement scheme, phase 2, announced on 10 June 2013; the value of the 
grants that will be made available to each school; the number of prefabs he intends to replace 
under this scheme at each of the said schools; the number of students in each school that this 
will benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28458/13]

13/06/2013WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, on 
10th June 2013 I announced a further initiative to replace prefab units in schools with perma-
nent accommodation.

A total of €15 million has been allocated in 2013/14 to replace prefabs and provide perma-
nent classrooms and resource rooms for some 2,650 students. Schools being considered under 
this scheme, including the schools referred to by the Deputy, have now received letters and 
questionnaires in relation to the level of prefabricated accommodation in use in their school. 
Once responses have been received and assessed, my Department will determine the number 
of prefabs to be replaced and the value of the grants that will be made available to each of the 
schools.

The level of accommodation to be provided to each school will be published on my Depart-
ments website when approved.

Schools Building Projects Status

13/06/2013WRG0170070. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construction will 
begin on the new school (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and when students will be moved to 
their temporary classrooms. [28464/13]

13/06/2013WRG01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.

The project has been authorised to proceed to Stage 2(b) which includes applications for 
Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and the preparation 
of tender documents.  The project is listed on the five year school building programme to go to 
construction in 2014/2015.

13/06/2013WRH00150Schools Building Projects Status

13/06/2013WRH0020071. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new school 
building will be provided at a school (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [28465/13]

13/06/2013WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. In 
May 2013, the Department authorised the project to proceed to Stage 2b which includes ap-
plications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and 
the preparation of tender documents.  The project is listed on the five year school building pro-
gramme to go to construction in 2014/2015.

13/06/2013WRH00350Schools Building Projects Status

13/06/2013WRH0040072. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position on 
the proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; the current stage 
of this project; when the project is likely to proceed to the next stage; the likely timescale for 
construction; if this project will be progressed as quickly as possible in view of the high rental 
costs for temporary accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28518/13]

13/06/2013WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  The project has 
been authorised to proceed to Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design which involves securing planning 
permission, fire certificate and disability access certificate and the completion of tender docu-
ments.  When the relevant statutory approvals have been obtained and stage 2b completed my 
Department will then be in contact with the Board of Management with regard to the potential 
for further progression of the project.  It is not possible to progress all projects within the De-
partment’s building programme to construction concurrently due to competing demands on the 
Department’s capital budget.  School building projects, including the project referred to by the 
Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which were 
previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the 
possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

13/06/2013WRH00550Schools Building Projects Status

13/06/2013WRH0060073. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide, 
in tabular form, all new places being made available to both primary and secondary schools in 
an area (details supplied) in County Wicklow in the coming months and years; if he will outline 
all the upgrades and emergency works in the area since his appointment; if he will outline new 
school places and new schools, where prefabs have been replaced; the other beneficial moves 
he has made for the said area since coming into office; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28543/13]

13/06/2013WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced on 9 March 2012, outlines the major 
school projects that will commence construction over the duration of the Plan.  The primary aim 
at the core of the Plan is focussed on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child 
will have access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope 
with increasing pupil numbers.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that due to additional funding made available for the schools 
building programme as part of the Government’s “Investing in Infrastructure and Jobs” package 
announced last week,  school projects that were not contained in the 5 year programme but have 
completed extensive architectural planning are now being progressed to tender and construc-
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tion.

In relation to the areas in Co Wicklow, referred to by the Deputy, the following school 
projects are being progressed as follows; Wicklow Town:  A new 16-classroom primary school 
is earmarked to proceed to construction under the Plan in 2014/2015.  Rathnew: Two 16-class-
room primary schools will be in place following completion of building projects for St. Jo-
seph’s/St. Ernan’s primary schools and Gaelscoil Chill Mhantáin.  It is envisaged under the 
Plan that the projects concerned will proceed to construction in 2015/2016.  My Department is 
currently assessing an application for an additional classroom for Gaelscoil Chill Mhantáin for 
this September and a decision on the application will be conveyed to the school management 
when this process has been completed.

The demographic position is considered stable in the other areas, referred to by the Deputy, 
and accordingly no major building projects are planned for these areas.

Details of all works funded under my Department’s Additional Accommodation, Prefab 
Replacement and Emergency Works Schemes, including works in schools in Co. Wicklow, are 
available on my Department Website and this is updated on a regular basis.

13/06/2013WRH00750Schools Building Projects Expenditure

13/06/2013WRH0080074. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of fund-
ing that has been allocated for a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow under the invest-
ing in infrastructure and jobs package announced last week; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28559/13]

13/06/2013WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school building project referred to was included in the €50 million investment 
in new school building projects recently announced as part of the Government’s “Investing in 
Infrastructure and Jobs” Package. The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. 
Officials from the School Building Unit of my Department will shortly be in contact with the 
School Authorities in relation to progressing the project to tender and construction. The Deputy 
will understand that my Department does not disclose the estimated cost of individual projects 
prior to a tender process due to commercial sensitivities.

13/06/2013WRH00950Redundancy Payments

13/06/2013WRH0100075. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 227 of 30 April 2013, if he will process this redundancy payment for a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare in respect of their employment as a special needs assistant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28568/13]

13/06/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An application for compensa-
tion for loss of hours from the person referred to by the Deputy was received by my Department 
on 6th December 2012.  Applications are processed in date order of receipt and every effort is 
being made to process these applications as quickly as possible.  It is expected that the person 
referred to by the Deputy will receive payment in August 2013.

13/06/2013WRH01150Capital Programme Expenditure
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13/06/2013WRH0120076. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason gross capital spending was 15% less than profiled as per the end of May Exchequer 
statement. [28402/13]

13/06/2013WRH01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The end May 
Exchequer returns showed that €751m was drawn down by Departments and Offices.  This is 
€108m (12.6%) behind the level that had been profiled in the period.  However, taking account 
of expenditure of €63m in capital carryover, total expenditure to date amounts to €814m.  A 
variance of between 10% and 12% is not unusual and there can be variations in spending pat-
terns between Departments with some ahead of target.  Departments have indicated that they 
do not expect any significant savings by year end and so expenditure is expected to return to 
profile at that stage.

As you know, capital spending has general characteristics which influence the allocation 
drawdown pattern.  Expenditure on capital projects typically occurs in large tranches at fixed 
milestones, unlike current expenditure which is generally continuous throughout the year.  This 
will, of course, affect the phasing and profiling of capital expenditure.

13/06/2013WRH01350National Lottery Licence Sale

13/06/2013WRH0140077. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the reduction in money granted to good causes 
under the terms of the new 20-year licence for the national lottery will have a negative impact 
on the community sector, especially in view of cuts to funding from a number of other funding 
avenues; if he intends to adjust this reduction once the new operator shows signs of improved 
profit margins; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28407/13]

13/06/2013WRH01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under the 
next licence, the National Lottery operator will be in a position to increase significantly the 
level of sales of National Lottery tickets.  This increase will be partly facilitated by the provi-
sion, under the National Lottery Act 2013, for the sale of tickets through interactive channels.  
In addition, the formula provided for in the next licence regarding returns to Good Causes will 
offer the holder of the next licence greater flexibility and scope for the growth and development 
of lottery games and distribution channels.  This formula provides that 65% of Gross Gaming 
Revenues (defined as sales less prizes) will be allocated to Good Causes during each year of 
the licence.

I am confident that under these new arrangements, the level of annual returns for Good 
Causes under the next licence will grow significantly from the 2012 amount of 225 million 
euro.  The new licence provides for an alignment of interests between the next operator and the 
State, which will result in enhanced revenues for the beneficiaries of Good Causes.

13/06/2013WRH01550Architectural Heritage

13/06/2013WRH0160078. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 144 of the 16 of May 2013, in relation to stonework belonging 
to the Office of Public Works left on Coillte lands near Tintern Abbey, the original provenances 
of the material in question; if the material was assessed after coming into the possession of the 
OPW; the person who authorised its removal from its original locations and its transfer to the 
OPW depot in Kilkenny; the qualifications this person had to assess the archaeological and 
architectural significance of the stonework; the person who authorised its transfer to its pres-
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ent location and details of the regulations that cover such removal and re-use of architectural 
fragments; if the appropriate statutory authorities were notified of the original removal of this 
material from its original context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28536/13]

13/06/2013WRH01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Stonework in question was, as indicated in a PQ Reply dated 16 May 2013, drawn 
from a number of different sources,  including Kilkenny Co. Council and various non-conser-
vation sections within OPW itself.  This stone was offered to OPW National Monuments Ser-
vice as a building materials resource having regard to its ongoing work in relation to National 
Monuments in State care.

The assessment of the stone and its possible value in terms of its use in future heritage proj-
ects was made by experienced staff working in OPW’s National Monuments District, Kilkenny 
and by OPW’s Senior Conservation Architectural staff in Dublin.  Ultimately, the decision to 
accept the stone was based on a judgement of its value to the OPW National Monuments Ser-
vice in the context of its work on the portfolio of National Monuments in State care and on the 
economic saving that would be gained by recyling the stone and thus avoiding the necessity of 
buying from commercial providers to fulfil needs for conservation projects.

The decision to transfer the stone from OPW’s Kilkenny National Monuments Depot to its 
current location on Coillte lands adjacent to Tintern Abbey in Wexford was made by National 
Monuments conservation staff on the grounds of economy and on the logistical efficiency of 
maintaining a store of good quality stone in a safe location close to sites where conservation 
works were likely to require recourse to such stocks.

The material in question does not, in the opinion of professional OPW staff, contain any 
fragments related to any National Monument site and the appropriate statutory provisions relat-
ing to the treatment of such material in the various National Monuments Acts do not therefore 
apply.

13/06/2013WRH01750National Lottery Licence Sale

13/06/2013WRH0180079. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on whether the national lottery is in breach of EU competition law, occupying a dominant posi-
tion; his views on whether this will affect the sale of the lottery licence, where the expressions 
of interest deadline has recently expired; the number of expressions of interest his Department 
has received for the lottery licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28457/13]

13/06/2013WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I have received 
a letter on behalf of an organisation which has given notice of its intention to challenge the State 
regarding the establishment and operation of the National Lottery on competition grounds.  The 
Attorney General has replied stating that the organisation’s assertion is unfounded and that in 
the event of proceedings being issued they will be vigorously defended by the State.

The deadline for receipt of Expressions of Interest in participating in the competition ex-
pired on Friday, 7th June 2013.  The deadline for receipt of applications for the next licence is 
16th September 2013.  The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be prudent of me to dis-
close, in advance of the conclusion of the competitive process, the number of parties who have 
expressed an interest in the process.

13/06/2013WRJ00150Legislative Programme
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13/06/2013WRJ0020080. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill for the calculation of rates on commercial 
businesses is expected to complete all Stages; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28473/13]

13/06/2013WRJ00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment published the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 on 3rd August, 2012 as part of 
its legislative programme.  The Bill proceeded through its second stage in Seanad Éireann on 
11th October 2012.  I wish to advise the Deputy that officials in my Department are currently 
engaging with a wide range of stakeholders and other interested parties and I will be consider-
ing potential amendments which may be introduced at Committee Stage in the very near future.  
However, it is not possible for me to advise the Deputy as to the likely date for enactment of 
the Bill, as this depends on a number of factors, including the passage of the Bill through the 
Oireachtas.

13/06/2013WRJ00350Public Sector Staff Recruitment

13/06/2013WRJ0040081. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will lift the embargo on front-line staff employed to deal with issues such as road maintenance 
in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28490/13]

13/06/2013WRJ00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There is no 
embargo on front-line public services.  The Government has set out an ambitious public service 
reform plan that aims to transform the quality and cost effectiveness of public services in Ire-
land.  As part of that plan we are undertaking a steady and managed reduction in public service 
numbers and there are sectoral targets to meet this.  Within these targets sectoral and local man-
agement have discretion on exactly how staff resources are allocated.

13/06/2013WRJ00550World Trade Negotiations

13/06/2013WRJ0060082. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
outline his preparations for the ninth World Trade Organisation ministerial conference taking 
place in Bali in December 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28421/13]

13/06/2013WRJ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The interests 
of the European Union and its member states are represented in the WTO by the European 
Commission.  Ireland is fully participating in the formulation of the EU’s position with regard 
to WTO matters in the EU’s Trade Policy Committee and in the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council 
(Trade).  Indeed the Council which meets on 14 June under Ireland’s EU Presidency, which I 
will chair, will discuss the EU’s preparations for the 9th Ministerial Council.  While the agenda 
for the 9th Ministerial Council has yet to be finalised, it will draw on the outcome of the 8th 
Ministerial Council held in 2011, and is likely to include such matters as trade facilitation, a 
number of LDC/development-related issues and some limited aspects of agricultural negotia-
tions.  The revision of the Information Technology Agreement could also feature, as well as the 
signalling of the possible entry into force of the revised Government Procurement Agreement.

13/06/2013WRJ00750Grocery Industry Competition

13/06/2013WRJ0080083. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
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legislation will be introduced to regulate certain practices in the grocery goods sector by intro-
ducing a statutory code of practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28513/13]

13/06/2013WRJ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a specific commitment to enact legislation to regulate certain 
practices in the grocery goods sector.  I intend to give effect to this commitment by including an 
enabling provision in the Consumer and Competition Bill.  This Bill will also, inter alia, merge 
the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority, update and reform competition 
law on foot of a review of the operation and implementation of the Competition Act 2002 and 
give effect to the recommendations of the Advisory Group on Media Mergers.  Work on draft-
ing the Consumer and Competition Bill is ongoing and the Bill is included in the “A list” in the 
Government’s current Legislative Programme.

The Government is strongly of the view that it is important to ensure there is balance in the 
relationship between the various players in the grocery goods sector and that Ireland continues 
to have robust agrifood and retail sectors, particularly given the importance of these sectors to 
the national economy.  The introduction of a Code of Practice is intended to achieve such a bal-
ance taking into account the interests of all stakeholders in the grocery goods sector including 
the interests of the consumer and the need to ensure that there is no impediment to the passing-
on of lower prices to consumers.

13/06/2013WRJ00950Disability Allowance Appeals

13/06/2013WRJ0100084. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when as person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will receive a decision on their appeal for disability. [28398/13]

13/06/2013WRJ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th 
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 5th June 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

13/06/2013WRJ01150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

13/06/2013WRJ0120085. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the position on an 
application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and 
if she will expedite the application.  [28403/13]

13/06/2013WRJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19th   
March 2013.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
received, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
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on social welfare entitlements.

13/06/2013WRJ01350Invalidity Pension Appeals

13/06/2013WRJ0140086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress made 
to date in respect of an appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28418/13]

13/06/2013WRJ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th   
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

13/06/2013WRJ01550Invalidity Pension Applications

13/06/2013WRJ0160087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an invalidity 
pension application will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28423/13]

13/06/2013WRJ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment 
for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who 
satisfy the contributions conditions.  The person concerned was refused invalidity pension on 
the ground that they are not considered to be permanently incapable of work in accordance 
with the relevant statutory and regulatory provisions.  They requested a review of this decision 
and furnished further medical evidence to the Department.  This further medical evidence was 
examined by a different medical assessor who also expressed the opinion that the person con-
cerned was not medically suitable for invalidity pension.  The deciding officer has confirmed 
the original decision and notified the person in question of the outcome of the review and of 
their right of appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.

13/06/2013WRJ01750Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

13/06/2013WRJ0180088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlement to 
rent supplement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28433/13]

13/06/2013WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has requested 
further information in relation to the current medical condition of the person concerned.  When 
that information has been provided, the entitlement to rent supplement can be assessed accord-
ingly.

13/06/2013WRK00150Pensions Legislation
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13/06/2013WRK0020089. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will reassess social 
welfare policy and associated legislation pertaining to women who gave up work by virtue of 
the marriage bar and now no longer qualify for full pension entitlement on reaching the age of 
66 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28462/13]

13/06/2013WRK00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The marriage bar was a condition 
of the employment in the public service until 1973.  Issues relating to public sector employment 
and pensions are the responsibility of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

In general, and similar to many civil and public servants, the social insurance class paid by 
women affected by the marriage bar was a modified rate (i.e. not the full Class A rate) which 
gives coverage for widow(er)’s and orphan’s pensions, occupational injury benefit, bereave-
ment grant and carer’s benefit only.  It did not provide cover for the State pension.  The modified 
rate of social insurance was a condition of employment for public servants at that time.  Accord-
ingly, even if those affected by the marriage bar had continued in employment, contributions 
paid at this class would not have given entitlement to a State pension (contributory) under the 
social welfare system.

The homemaker scheme, which was introduced in 1994, can make qualification for the 
State pension (contributory) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring du-
ties.   The scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age or in-
capacitated adults to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being averaged 
to determine qualification for the State pension.  The homemaker disregard will not, of itself, 
qualify a person for a pension.  The standard qualifying conditions, which require a person to 
enter insurance ten years before pension age, pay a minimum of 520 contributions at the correct 
rate and achieve a yearly average of at least 10 contributions on their record from the time they 
enter insurance until they reach pension age, must also be satisfied.

The State pension is a valuable asset and is based on a system of contributions. Therefore, it 
is important that entitlement to State pension is based on a substantial contribution to the Social 
Insurance Fund over a working life.

13/06/2013WRK00350One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

13/06/2013WRK0040090. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the benefits a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 13 will be entitled to when they cease to qualify for lone parent’s 
allowance on 27 June 2013.  [28476/13]

13/06/2013WRK00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently 
in receipt of One-Parent Family payment and Family Income Supplement (FIS).  The qualify-
ing conditions for One-Parent Family payment are due to change with effect from 4 July 2013, 
whereby entitlement to OFP is based on the start date of the claim and the age of the youngest 
child.

The person concerned will no longer satisfy the qualifying conditions for One-Parent Fam-
ily payment and has been informed accordingly.  As a result of the cessation of the One-Parent 
Family Payment, the person concerned will be entitled to an increase in the amount of Family 
Income Supplement and notification of the increase will issue shortly.

13/06/2013WRK00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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13/06/2013WRK0060091. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position on an 
appeal against the refusal of carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Sligo; if she will expedite same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28492/13]

13/06/2013WRK00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 13th 
March 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 28th May 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

13/06/2013WRK00750Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

13/06/2013WRK0080092. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection the avenues open 
to an applicant when they are refused rent allowance because the rent was over the maximum 
limit as laid down by her Department (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28495/13]

13/06/2013WRK00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source. There are approximately 
86,000 recipients of rent supplement for which the Government has provided over €403 mil-
lion in 2013.  I recently announced my intention to implement revised rent limits under the rent 
supplement scheme which will come into force on Monday 17 June 2013 and will be in place 
until 31 December 2014.  The new rent limits have been determined following an extensive 
review of the private rental market. This review has been based on the most up-to-date market 
data available.  This review continues the previous rent limit reviews’ emphasis, to ensure that 
value for money is achieved while at the same time ensuring that people on rent supplement 
are not priced out of the market for private rented accommodation. The Department currently 
funds approximately 30% of the private rented sector so it is essential that the rent limits are 
kept under review.

 The research carried out during the review shows that the rent limits are in line with actual 
rents in the county. The current rent limit review maintains the rent limit rate of €430 per month 
for a couple in County Kilkenny.

It is a condition of award of rent supplement that the rent is within the maximum rent limit. 
Where rents are in excess of the limit, customers are being asked to contact their landlord and 
renegotiate the rent.  Where landlords do not agree to reduce the rent within the limits, staff will 
discuss the options open to the tenant, including seeking alternative accommodation. 

Officials in the Department continue to examine the impact of the rent limits on those who 
claim rent supplement. If the Deputy has a concern in relation to a specific case, he can provide 
the details to the Department for follow up.
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13/06/2013WRK00950Departmental Staff Retirements

13/06/2013WRK0100093. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo received no notice of determination under sections 5.1, 5.2 
and 5.3 of the Pension Ombudsman Regulations 2003 (S.I. 397 of 2003), despite having sub-
mitted a formal appeal and all necessary information on 3 September 2012; when the notice of 
determination will be given to the complainant; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[28537/13]

13/06/2013WRK01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This case concerns an appeal 
against an application for ill health retirement. Appeals against medical findings in relation 
to retirement on grounds of ill health are not provided for in the Superannuation Code and as 
such are not appropriate to the Pensions Ombudsman. Notwithstanding this, the person con-
cerned wrote to the Pensions Ombudsman detailing their case in August 2012. In response the 
Ombudsman advised the person concerned, by letter of 21st August 2012, that they should first 
undergo the Internal Disputes Resolution process in my Department.  Subsequently the person 
concerned underwent the Internal Disputes Resolution process in my Department and the origi-
nal findings were upheld. In this regard, the response which issued from my Department on 21st 
January 2013 in response to the appeal of 3rd September 2012 satisfies the criteria required by 
the Pensions Ombudsman regarding the provision of a notice of determination.

My Department is satisfied that it has complied with its requirements under the Internal 
Disputes Resolution and the Pensions Ombudsman’s office has confirmed that no further com-
munication has been received from the person concerned in relation to this matter. The officer 
concerned retired from my Department on 28th February 2012 under the cost neutral scheme 
following an unsuccessful application to retire from the Civil Service on grounds of ill health.

To clarify for the deputy, the procedures for dealing with an application by a civil servant 
to retire on grounds of ill health are outlined below. These procedures are contained in Depart-
ment of Finance Circular 22/07. Ill health retirement applications are considered initially by the 
Chief Medical Officer for the Civil Service, who on receipt of an application from an officer, 
offers a medical opinion as to whether an individual is incapable on medical grounds of regular 
and effective service at the time of the application and whether the medical incapacity is likely 
to be permanent. Where an officer is not satisfied with the opinion provided by the Chief Medi-
cal Officer, an independent medical referee can be requested to re-examine the case. The final 
decision on whether or not a civil servant is granted ill health retirement lies with the relevant 
appropriate authority, having received the Chief Medical Officer’s advice. The appropriate au-
thority in this case was the Secretary General of my department.

In the case of this officer, neither the Chief Medical Officer nor the independent medical 
referee supported the application for ill health retirement. Following representations from the 
officers’ Union, the application for ill health retirement was further reviewed by the Personnel 
Officer who was satisfied that the correct procedures were followed and that the Department 
acted correctly in making the decision to refuse this application for retirement on grounds of 
ill health based on the facts that both the Chief Medical Officer and the independent medical 
referee did not support the application.

13/06/2013WRK01150Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

13/06/2013WRK0120094. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason house 
insurance and mortgage protection policies, which are legally required to be in place by lend-
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ing institutions are not taken into account as a necessary outgoing when assessing the means of 
an applicant for mortgage interest supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28538/13]

13/06/2013WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement pro-
vides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their mortgage inter-
est repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence. There are approxi-
mately 13,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Government has provided 
€42 million for in 2013.  The supplement assists with the interest portion of the mortgage repay-
ments only and is not intended to provide assistance for house insurance and mortgage protec-
tion. There are no provisions within the means assessment process to disregard these outgoings. 
Any change to the nature of the scheme which would have expenditure implications would have 
to be considered within a budgetary context.

13/06/2013WRK01350Child Benefit Payments

13/06/2013WRK0140095. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is committed to 
maintaining the value of total child income support payments at 33% of the adult social welfare 
payment rate. [28562/13]

13/06/2013WRK01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The importance of child and fam-
ily income supports is underlined by the fact that in 2013 my Department will spend almost 
€2.9 billion on supports to families and children through payments such as Child Benefit, the 
Family Income Supplement, qualified child increases on weekly social welfare payments, and 
the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.

The National Action Plan for Social Inclusion identifies a target range of 33% to 35% of the 
minimum adult Social Welfare payment rate for the combined value of child income support 
payments. Based on a definition of child and family income supports that consists of the weekly 
equivalent rate for child benefit (€29.92) and the rate for qualified child increases (€29.80) the 
current value is 32.1% of the minimum social welfare weekly personal rate (€186) and there-
fore falls slightly below the target range.  However, it might be borne in mind that if the weekly 
equivalent of the lowest rate of back to school clothing and footwear allowance is included in 
the definition of supports (€1.92), the combined child related payments amount then falls within 
the target range, at 33.1% of the minimum social welfare weekly personal rate.  Furthermore  
certain low-income families may also be in receipt of additional support from family income 
supplement payment.

Any plans regarding the amount paid in respect of such payments will be a matter to be 
decided in a budgetary context and announced on Budget day.  I do not therefore propose to 
speculate on any possible approaches to payment rates or whether the target will continue to be 
met.  Achieving a better design of the overall system of child income supports raises complex 
issues about the effectiveness and the efficiency of the full range of income supports currently 
provided to families and their children. In this context the Advisory Group on Tax and Social 
Welfare prioritised the area of family and child income supports and its report on this issue was 
published in February.  It is the Government’s intention that the report will now contribute to 
the broader policy debate on future of child income support payments.

13/06/2013WRK01575Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

13/06/2013WRK0160096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
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which basic supplementary welfare payment can be made in the case of persons (details sup-
plied) in County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28606/13]

13/06/2013WRK01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has been 
disallowed Jobseeker’s Allowance and Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA).  Both disal-
lowances are currently under appeal with the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

It is a requirement that every claimant shall furnish all information and documentation as 
may be required in order to complete a means assessment process, for the purpose of deciding 
a claim.  The person concerned failed to provide all requested documentation and information 
in relation to the SWA claim.  Therefore his entitlement to SWA cannot be established.  If the 
outstanding information is provided to enable a means assessment be completed, the SWA 
claim can be reviewed.

13/06/2013WRK01750Social Welfare Overpayments

13/06/2013WRK0180097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis on which 
an overpayment occurred in the case a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; the extent to 
which it is possible to address the situation arising without causing hardship to the family; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28607/13]

13/06/2013WRK01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An overpayment of jobseeker’s 
allowance was assessed against the person concerned for the period 10 April 2006 to 04 De-
cember 2006. The person concerned had engaged in an apprenticeship while also claiming a 
jobseeker’s allowance payment for this period and the change in circumstance was not notified 
to this Department. It is open to the person concerned to contact his local office to discuss the 
repayment options available to him.

13/06/2013WRL00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

13/06/2013WRL0020098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position on 
payment of jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [28608/13]

13/06/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned claimed 
jobseeker’s allowance from 27 May 2013.  Further documentation was requested from the per-
son on 6 June 2013 to enable a decision to be made on the claim.

On receipt of the additional documentation, a decision will be made on the claim and the 
person concerned will be advised of the decision.

13/06/2013WRL00350Disability Allowance Applications

13/06/2013WRL0040099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position on 
payment of disability allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [28609/13]

13/06/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I can confirm that the Department 
received an application for disability allowance from the person in question on the 30 Novem-
ber 2012.  A deciding officer, based upon the evidence submitted, refused the application on 
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both medical and habitual residency grounds. The person concerned was notified in writing of 
this decision and the reasons for it on 12 June 2013. 

13/06/2013WRL00550Child Benefit Eligibility

13/06/2013WRL00600100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when child ben-
efit will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28610/13]

13/06/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The child benefit claim of the 
person concerned was disallowed on 28 May 2013 as she was not then considered to satisfy the 
habitual residence condition.  Her residency status remained undecided and she did not have the 
legal right to reside in the State.

Her circumstances have since changed as she has now been granted permission to reside in 
the State by the Department of Justice and Equality. She has now been asked to forward docu-
mentation relating to this decision.  On receipt of this documentation her entitlement to child 
benefit will be reviewed. 

13/06/2013WRL00750Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

13/06/2013WRL00800101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the outcome of 
an appeal in respect of a supplementary welfare allowance claim in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 15; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28611/13]

13/06/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

13/06/2013WRL00950Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

13/06/2013WRL01000102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the maximum 
level of rent allowable for rent support in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Dub-
lin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28612/13]

13/06/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the information 
available to this Department the maximum rent supplement payable to the person concerned is 
€559.70 per month. 

13/06/2013WRM00200Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

13/06/2013WRM00300103. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the position on persons 
who become unemployed and have drawn their full jobseeker’s benefit and are not now eligible 
for jobseeker’s allowance owing to their spouse being in employment; if persons in this situa-
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tion can sign for credits or be considered eligible for community employment or other start-up 
programmes or are they being disadvantaged because of their spouses income; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28618/13]

13/06/2013WRM00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The aim of Community Employ-
ment (CE) remains as an active labour market programme with the emphasis on progression 
into employment and/or further education and training.  The core eligibility criterion for CE 
is that the person is in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment and is either long term 
unemployed or socially marginalised.

At present, persons signing for credits or who are otherwise ineligible for a social welfare 
payment, do not meet the current eligibility requirements for participation on the CE Scheme. 
They may, however, be eligible for participation on other Departmental programmes or FÁS 
programmes, although they may not qualify for payment of an allowance.

Such persons are advised to contact their local DSP Employment Services Office where an 
Employment Services Officer will discuss the employment and training options that are open 
to them.

Within the current budgetary constraints, the number of places has increased by an addi-
tional 2,000 places to 25,300 for 2013. In delivering these places, the Department will continue 
to manage this allocation in order to maximise progression to the labour market, while at the 
same time facilitating the support of community services.   

13/06/2013WRM00500Offshore Islands

13/06/2013WRM00600104. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
decisions that have been made by him since March 2011 to tackle the issue of the high cost of 
living on the islands on foot of the socio-economic study done on the islands; the reductions in 
passenger and freight charges to the islands during the period from 1997 to 2010 on subsidised 
services; the increase in fares on subsidised services since January 2011; the new subsidised 
services initiated to the islands in the period 1997 to 2010; the services no longer subsidised 
since January 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28534/13]

13/06/2013WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): It is a central purpose of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to 
support the sustainable development of the offshore islands. My Department has given priority 
in recent years to the development of island infrastructure as well as subsidising comprehensive 
transport services to and from the islands.  As the Deputy knows, my Department has spent over 
€100 million on infrastructure projects on the islands in the past ten years, with improvements 
in island and mainland facilities as a result. The current funding provision of almost €6m mil-
lion allows my Department to continue to provide subsidies to various transport providers that 
deliver ferry, cargo, air and bus services for the offshore islands.  As a result of this investment 
in vital access services, the quality of life of the island populations has improved considerably. 

The Department’s aim is to seek to meet the requirements of island communities through 
current and capital investment by the Department and other relevant Departments and organisa-
tions. While the study referred to by the Deputy provides valuable information with regard to 
the employment needs and the economic development potential of the islands, it also recognises 
that decisions with regard to the establishment and operation of commercial enterprises on off-
shore islands are complex and that cost is only one of a multiplicity of factors involved. 

The Deputy will of course be aware that the country has suffered considerable economic 
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contraction in the last five years, resulting in a large reduction in my Department’s budget, 
including the allocation for the islands. Notwithstanding this budgetary reduction, my Depart-
ment has been able to maintain the level of transport services for the islands, albeit subject to 
some small increases in costs for users of these services. My Department will be focusing in 
the short-term on smaller infrastructure projects on the islands, as opposed to any large-scale 
expenditure, while at the same time subsidising the provision of transport services in order to 
maintain and enhance living standards on the islands.

13/06/2013WRM00800Broadband Services Provision

13/06/2013WRM00900105. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will investigate the options of providing a satisfactory broadband service 
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28450/13]

13/06/2013WRM01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Since market liberalisation in 1999, the provision of telecommunications services, including 
broadband services, is primarily a matter for the service providers concerned who operate in a 
fully liberalised market, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Commu-
nications Regulation (ComReg). Details of commercial services available in each County can 
be found on ComReg’s website, www.callcosts.ie,

Under EU rules, the State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas 
where the competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National 
Broadband Scheme (NBS).  Broadband services under the NBS are available since October 
2010 from the NBS service provider, “3”, to persons with a fixed residence or fixed business in 
all of the designated NBS Electoral Divisions.  I can confirm that the address referred to in the 
question is covered under the NBS and therefore residents of the particular Electoral Division 
are eligible to receive a service under the Scheme. 

In keeping with State Aid clearance for the Scheme, the broadband service contracted under 
the NBS is a basic affordable, scaleable product.  The NBS mobile wireless service is required 
to offer minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject 
to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1. The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small 
number of cases for technical reasons associated with the location of the premises, offers mini-
mum download and upload speeds of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maxi-
mum contention ratio of 48:1. 

As regards service quality, my Department has well-established monitoring arrangements 
in place to ensure that the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users.  
The NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on 3, with sig-
nificant financial consequences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not 
met. The NBS contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum 
guaranteed service, as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to 
service rebates. 

Should any NBS customer experience problems with the NBS service, they are advised 
to contact 3’s customer care centre, 24 hours a day 7 days a week, by phone at 1913 (free of 
charge), via email to nbssupport@three.ie or by post to 3 Customer Services, Hutchison 3G 
Ireland Limited, PO Box 333, Dublin 2.   Additionally, a team of field engineers has been estab-
lished to address NBS specific maintenance issues at customers’ premises.
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My Department has a role where customers have fully utilised the established complaints 
process and consider that their complaint has not been resolved.  My officials operate a dedi-
cated NBS mailbox which NBS customers can contact by email at nationalbroadbandscheme@
dcenr.gov.ie, with any comments or complaints they may have about their NBS service.  My 
Department will then liaise with “3” personnel at its Head Office in Dublin to remedy any ser-
vice performance issues.   To date, my officials have not received any communication from the 
person to whom the Deputy refers.

With basic broadband available throughout the country, the Government, through the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, which I published on 30th   August last year, has recognised that the key 
imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband availability to all.   This will require invest-
ment by the State in areas where there is no commercial market.  Ireland is therefore moving 
to a new phase of public and private sector investment in broadband in Ireland which will see 
significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.  

My Department will shortly embark on a formal mapping exercise to identify those areas 
where State intervention will be required to enable the delivery of high speed broadband ser-
vices over the coming years in line with the commitments set out in the Plan.  This exercise 
will inform an EU State Aids application in respect of the State-led intervention and is a neces-
sary prerequisite for State Aids approval. Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations 
including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch 
of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly throughout the country.  This will en-
sure that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which 
meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in the digital environment.

13/06/2013WRM01100Broadband Services Provision

13/06/2013WRM01200106. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will indicate a timeframe within which schools in County Galway will be con-
nected to high-speed broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28463/13]

13/06/2013WRM01300107. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the timeframe within which schools in County Galway will be connected to high-
speed broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28483/13]

13/06/2013WRM01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 107 together. 

All post-primary schools will have a 100Mbps broadband connection installed by the end 
of 2014, through a project jointly funded by my Department and the Department of Education 
and Skills (DES). 

The national rollout, which commenced in 2012, will be completed on an incremental basis.  
Last year some 202 schools were identified for connection, completing all post primary schools 
across 14 Western and Midlands Counties. Consequently, as at end December 2012, all 48 post 
primary schools in County Galway were provided with 100Mbps broadband connectivity.   

In addition, the Department of Education and Skills continues to operate its School Broad-
band programme for all primary schools including all those schools in County Galway.
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13/06/2013WRM01500National Energy Efficiency Action Plan

13/06/2013WRM01600108. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the processes involved in conducting the national building inventory as laid out 
in the energy efficiency action plan published by his Department in February last; when it is 
expected that the inventory will get under way; the staffing and financial commitment involved; 
the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28508/13]

13/06/2013WRM01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware I published the second National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(NEEAP) on 28 February last, which reaffirms Ireland’s commitment to a 20% energy savings 
target in 2020 in pursuit of our EU obligations.  This is equivalent to 31,925 Gigawatt hours 
(GWh) or a reduction in annual CO2   emissions of around 7.7 Mega tonnes (Mt).  Recognis-
ing that Government must lead by example, we are committed to achieving a 33% reduction in 
public sector energy use by 2020.

Action number 20 of the second Action Plan states that: We will work with public bodies to 
fulfil their exemplar role with respect to building energy efficiency.  As part of delivering that 
goal we have committed, inter alia, to developing an inventory of public sector buildings by 
end 2013; requiring that Display Energy Certificates are prominently displayed in all buildings 
that are occupied by public bodies over certain defined thresholds; and requiring that all new 
buildings occupied and owned by public bodies from December 2018 be nearly zero-energy 
buildings.

The NEEAP requirement therefore is to develop an inventory of public sector buildings and 
not a national inventory as the Deputy implies.  

I should also point out that under the Energy Efficiency Directive (2012/27/EU) there is a 
requirement to publish an inventory of central government buildings over certain size thresh-
olds and outlining their energy performance by 31 December 2013.  Member States have 18 
months to transpose the Directive, with a transposition deadline of 5 June 2014.  However, there 
are a number of policy decisions and reporting requirements to be notified to the Commission 
in advance of the transposition deadline.  A series of subgroups have been set up with relevant 
stakeholders in order to progress the transposition of the Directive, with a formal consultation 
on the transposition and implementation of the Directive expected in Q3.  

The Office of Public Works (OPW) manages the central government stock of buildings and 
they already have a register of the buildings they own and lease, which includes detailed energy 
usage information on about 250 of the larger buildings.  This register includes central govern-
ment buildings, some agencies and Garda stations.  I understand they are considering adding 
buildings over 500 square metres over the next year, along with a detailed survey of their large 
owned office accommodation, about 120 buildings in all.  More generally discussions are on-
going with OPW in relation to our NEEAP targets and related obligations under the Directive.  
The staffing and financial costs in relation to the inventory of OPW buildings are a matter for 
that office.

As part of our Action Plan for Jobs commitments, we will issue later this month a mandate 
to public sector organisations with an annual energy spend of €500,000 or more, to go to the 
market to identify solutions for the delivery of energy reduction services.  In 2010-2011 the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and my Department developed and launched a 
comprehensive monitoring and reporting system to record each individual public body’s prog-
ress towards the 33% target.  A database of over 30,000 meters has been established to enable 
the accurate gathering of public sector data.  This database is being developed with linkages to 
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the National Procurement service and will lead to better procurement of energy supplies for the 
public sector.  A report on public sector energy consumption will be published later this year.  

Should all measures detailed in the NEEAP reach their full potential by 2020 it is estimated 
that a potential reduction in energy spend across all sectors of approximately €2.36 billion (at 
2011 prices) will be realised.  A very significant element of this will be Exchequer savings in 
the public sector.  

13/06/2013WRM01800Energy Conservation

13/06/2013WRM01900109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will outline the initial categories of projects being considered for loans 
under the energy efficiency fund; the approximate interest rate that will be charged on loans 
advanced from the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28509/13]

13/06/2013WRM02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Energy Efficiency Fund (the Fund) will be established with the aim of providing finance to 
energy efficiency projects in the public and private sectors. The aim is to attract matching fund-
ing from the private sector, such that the overall amount available for investment is ultimately 
greater than €70 million.

The Fund will be managed by an independent fund manager and operate on a fully commer-
cial basis. As a result, it is not possible at this point to provide a clear indication of the interest 
rate that will be charged as this will be dependent upon a number of factors, including the level 
of risk, the nature of the project and expected return to potential investors. 

While the Department and the SEAI are working closely to identify a number of exemplar 
energy efficiency projects, it will be the responsibility of the fund manager to identify a pipeline 
of suitable projects in the public and private sectors for investment.    

13/06/2013WRM02100Television Licence Fee Collection

13/06/2013WRM02200110. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the requirements for hotels and other commercial premises to obtain television li-
cences; the number of licences required; the penalties applied for breaches and the enforcement 
regime in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28557/13]

13/06/2013WRM02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The current TV licensing system is underpinned by Part 9 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, which 
sets out inter alia the requirement to have a television licence and the penalties for not hav-
ing a valid licence. Currently, only one class of licence and one level of licence fee exist and 
this covers any number of devices so long as they are all in the same property (residential or 
commercial). There is no separate, commercial television licence system in operation.  As the 
Deputy will be aware, An Post administers the collection of the TV licence fee on my behalf. 
In terms of compliance with the TV licensing requirements, An Post makes every effort to 
bring evaders into the licensed pool and a considerable amount of time and resources are spent 
in dealing specifically with this issue.  Section 144 of the 2009 Act provides for the introduc-
tion of regulations in relation to different classes of licences in respect of different classes of 
premises e.g. commercial premises. In 2011, my Department carried out an internal evaluation 
of the feasibility and cost benefits of introducing different categories of licence. On foot of this 
exercise, it was decided to deal with the issues arising in the context of a wider on-going review, 
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in relation to the introduction of a household based Public Service Broadcasting Charge.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Government commits to examining the 
role and collection of the TV licence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of 
technologies and to transforming the TV licence into a household based Public Broadcasting 
Charge to be applied to all eligible households and applicable businesses, regardless of the de-
vice used to access content or services.

My Department has been carrying out a Value for Money Policy Review on the proposed 
policy, the Report of which has recently been submitted to me. I am currently giving due con-
sideration to the Report and its recommendations and, on this basis, expect to be in a position, 
subject to Government approval, to initiate work in the Autumn on the legislative and other 
work necessary to implement the household based Public Broadcasting Charge.

Such proposals will, of course, involve an element of consultation to ensure that the views 
of interested parties are taken into account and I look forward to the engagement of all stake-
holders with any such consultation at the appropriate time.

13/06/2013WRM02400Local Authority Funding

13/06/2013WRM02500111. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the powers that municipal district councils will have in the setting of rates; if 
municipal districts will have a specifically allocated budget; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28442/13]

13/06/2013WRM02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting People 
First, indicates that in the context of reorganisation of local governance structures, the proposed 
new municipal districts will provide an opportunity to achieve a more coherent approach to 
rates and charges on a county-wide basis, having regard to funding requirements and the need 
to support employment and business competitiveness. 

The Action Programme proposes rates harmonisation to cater for differences between An-
nual Rates on Valuation (ARVs) of towns and counties.  My approach to rates harmonisation 
will seek to ensure, that harmonisation does not lead to significant net loss of revenue in indi-
vidual counties with consequential implications for services, and that any change in rates does 
not impact negatively on businesses and employment. It is important that local government 
reform drives down costs to business in order to protect existing jobs and sustain our economic 
competitiveness. 

The annual Budget will be adopted by the County/City Council. There will be a single 
county-wide executive or operational structure with resources at the disposal of both the county 
and district elements of local government to implement policy decisions at both levels of juris-
diction and to perform the local authority functions and services generally.   

Definitive details, arrangements and procedures in relation to the funding of district level 
functions, and financial relations hips between district and county levels, will be developed in 
the context of the new local government funding arrangements generally, implementation of the 
new sub-county system and preparation of the legislation in relation to the reform programme.     

Social and Affordable Housing Provision
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13/06/2013WRN00200112. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will review the social housing assessment regulations 2011 whereby sepa-
rated persons who are the joint owners of properties are currently deemed ineligible for social 
housing support unless they are separated under an order of a court of a competent jurisdiction 
or by a deed of separation in view of the fact that this regulation is too restrictive and makes it 
very difficult for certain separated persons with a housing need to access social housing sup-
ports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28445/13]

13/06/2013WRN00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the replies to Question No. 634 of 16 January 
2013 and Question No. 431 of 23 April 2013, which set out the position in this matter.     

13/06/2013WRN00350Socio-Economic Committees Funding

13/06/2013WRN00400113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the proposed costings and budget allocations for the establishment of the 
social economic committees and the proposed method of financing these bodies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28477/13]

13/06/2013WRN00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Administrative and secretariat support for Socio-Economic Committees will be provided 
by the relevant City or County Council from within existing resources.  This will include activi-
ties necessary for the effective operation of the Socio-Economic Committees, including arrang-
ing, hosting and servicing meetings and any other logistical, organisational or support activities 
that may be required on an on-going basis.  Apart from those resources, I do not envisage any 
additional charge on public funds to support the administration of Socio-Economic Commit-
tees.   

13/06/2013WRN00550Housing Finance Agency Funding

13/06/2013WRN00600114. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the sums invested in the Housing Finance Agency by each local authority 
for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28506/13]

13/06/2013WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Local authorities do not provide funding to or invest in the 
Housing Finance Agency. The Agency advances funds to local authorities to be used by them 
for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts and it finances its operations by borrowing 
or raising funds for these purposes. The HFA also utilises its guaranteed notes programme to 
provide local authorities with a facility for surplus cash offering competitive interest rates. 

Leader Programmes Funding

13/06/2013WRN00800115. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when a decision will be made on a submission from West Cork Development 
Partnership on the proposed new Kilmurry museum-community facility; when the submission 
for this grant of €500,000 for this flagship project was received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28533/13]

13/06/2013WRN00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): There are 35 Local Action Groups contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the 
Leader element of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 throughout the country and 
these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project funding.  
Projects that request funding of €150,000 or more are required to seek final approval from my 
Department.  I understand that the project in question was approved by the Board of West Cork 
Development Partnership in February 2013 but has not been submitted to my Department for 
final approval.  West Cork Development Partnership has indicated that the necessary documen-
tation is being finalised for submission very shortly. 

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 12.

Legal Matters

13/06/2013WRO00200117. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 429 of the 26 March 2013, if the report from the Commissioner is now 
available. [28404/13]

13/06/2013WRO00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that a 
reply to his question from 26 March, 2013, in relation to costs of judicial reviews in the firearms 
licensing area, is being finalised currently.  It is hoped to reply fully in the near future when the 
most up to date information is available.

13/06/2013WRO00350Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRO00400118. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position on 
naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [28408/13]

13/06/2013WRO00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that applications were received from the parents of 
the family referred to by the Deputy in May 2011 and June 2012 respectively.

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation provided certain 
statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that the applicant intends in good faith 
to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation.  In regard to the first application, as the 
person referred to by the Deputy did not confirm on her application form that she intended to 
reside in the State after naturalisation, one of the statutory conditions for naturalisation, her ap-
plication was deemed ineligible. The person concerned was informed of this in a letter dated 
26 May 2011.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements.

The application of the other parent has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to 
grant citizenship. Letters have issued to this person asking them to submit the prescribed fee 
and other documents. Upon receipt of the fees and documentation, the case will be finalised. 
The person concerned will be invited in due course to attend a citizenship ceremony, at which 
they will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and receive 
their certificate of naturalisation.

The officials in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service 
(INIS) inform me that there is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from 
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the third person named to in the Deputy’s question.

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must 
be of full age; be of good character; have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in 
the State immediately before the date of application and, during the eight years immediately 
preceding that period, have had a total residence in the State amounting to four years; intend 
in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation; have, before a judge of the 
District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in such manner as the Minister, for 
special reasons, allows (i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation 
and loyalty to the State, and (ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to 
respect its democratic values.

It is open to this person, who is now over the age of 18 years, to lodge an application in her 
own right if and when she is in a position to satisfy the statutory requirements.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRO00600119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of an application for renewal of residency status in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28414/13]

13/06/2013WRO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted a right of residency in the State in June, 2005, based on her parentage of an Irish born 
minor citizen child, born in the State before 1 January, 2005. This permission was subsequently 
renewed and the person concerned, through her legal representative, has applied for a further 
renewal of that permission.

Given that doubts exist as to the true identity and nationality of the person concerned, a 
representative of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service has, in recent days, written to 
the person concerned requesting the submission of certain items of documentation and informa-
tion. Upon receipt of the requested documentation and information, the position in the State of 
the person concerned will be further considered.

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek this information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.    The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in 
the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Visa Applications



13 June 2013

1067

13/06/2013WRO00800120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date on an application for a visa in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28440/13]

13/06/2013WRO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The visa application referred 
to by the Deputy was received in the Visa Office, Abuja on 23 April 2012. A decision has been 
made in this case and the person concerned will be notified shortly.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

Garda Recruitment

13/06/2013WRO01000121. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
lifting the embargo on new Garda recruits in view of the fact that individuals and families are 
now living in fear in rural, isolated areas and the fact that a large number of gardaí retired in 
the recent past, the recent closure of rural Garda stations and the proposed closure of additional 
Garda stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28443/13]

13/06/2013WRO01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am in discussion with my 
colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, regarding recruitment to An Garda 
Síochána and I intend to bring proposals to Cabinet in the near future.

The allocation of all resources, including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda 
Commissioner, in consultation with his senior management team. Resource levels are constant-
ly monitored, in conjunction with crime trends and other demands made on An Garda Síochána. 
The situation is kept under continuing review to ensure optimum use is made of these resources 
and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

The Garda Commissioner has stated that following the closure of a number of Garda sta-
tions and the amalgamation of 30 Garda districts, the revised structures will continue to sup-
port the Garda community philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs.  This 
centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements 
which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda 
links with communities throughout the country.   The objective will be to ensure that the best 
possible policing service will continue to be provided to our communities.   The Garda Com-
missioner has also advised that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 patrol-
ling hours being available for operational policing.

I am confident that the Garda Síochána will continue to provide a professional policing 
service right across the country in a manner that is effective and is consistent with the highest 
standards for which the Force is renowned.

Garda Stations Closures

13/06/2013WRO01200122. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will refrain 
from closing any further rural Garda stations in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter.  [28447/13]

13/06/2013WRO01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Policing 
Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country.  The 
Deputy will be aware that Camp, Fenit, Abbeydorney, Beaufort, Lauragh, Kilgarvan, Brosna, 
Valentia Island and Ballinskelligs Garda Stations in the Kerry Division were mentioned in the 
plan for closure in 2013 and were in fact closed on 31 January 2013.

While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand, from 
discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current consolidation process will be largely 
completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at this point in time that there will be 
any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.

The allocation of all resources, including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda 
Commissioner, in consultation with his senior management team. Resource levels are con-
stantly monitored, in conjunction with crime trends and other demands made on An Garda 
Síochána. The situation is kept under continuing review to ensure optimum use is made of 
these resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. In this regard, I 
have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 30 April 2013, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of the Kerry Garda Division was 300.  
There are also 32 Garda Reservists and 32 civilian staff attached to the Kerry Garda Division.

International Agreements

13/06/2013WRO01400123. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
sign the European Convention on Preventing Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28454/13]

13/06/2013WRO01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland supports, in principle, 
the aims and terms of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence.

It is a detailed Convention with a very broad scope across a number of policy areas with 
potential policy and legislative implications. The provisions of the Convention and the legisla-
tive and administrative arrangements that would be necessary to allow signature and ratification 
of the Convention by Ireland are being examined in my Department in conjunction with the 
government commitment to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence legislation 
to address all aspects of domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that 
provides protection to victims.

The development of the consolidated and reformed legislation, including consideration of 
the Convention provisions, will be progressed as soon as possible having regard to the need for 
consultations and other legislative priorities in my Department.  Cosc, the National Office for 
the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence, is undertaking the preliminary 
work in developing proposals for consideration.  Cosc has met with relevant groups from the 
NGO sector and received some proposals for consideration.  Further material is also awaited 
from the sector.

The convention has not yet entered into force as this requires at least ten ratifications, in-
cluding 8 Council of Europe member states.

Garda Stations Closures
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13/06/2013WRO01600124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
to which it has been found possible to maintain the strength of the Garda force throughout the 
economic downturn by reference and comparison to numbers over the period 2005 to date in 
2013; the extent to which some Garda stations operated restricted opening hours or closure for 
the same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28466/13]

13/06/2013WRO01700141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of Garda stations closed in the past five years to date; the number, if any, of such sta-
tions which previously operated restricted opening hours; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28565/13]

13/06/2013WRO01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 124 and 141 together.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the total strength of the Force on the 31 
December 2005 to 2012, and on the 31 April, 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available, was as set out below.

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 31/04/2013
Strength 12,264 12,954 13,755 14,412 14,547 14,377 13,894 13,424 13,330
 

The opening hours of Garda stations throughout the country are determined by the Garda 
Commissioner in response to local demands and the availability of resources. I have asked the 
Commissioner for details of the current opening hours of Garda stations and on receipt of this 
information, I will forward it to the Deputy.

As set out in the policing plans for 2012 and 2013, 139 Garda stations have either closed or 
are scheduled to close by the end of 2013. Some of these were Garda stations in name only and 
their closure was a formal confirmation of the fact that the stations in question were no longer 
operational. Many more were open for limited hours during the day. It is the Commissioner’s 
professional opinion that a more effective policing service can be provided through the closure 
of these stations and the deployment of Gardai on front-line operational policing. I fully agree 
with the Commissioner in this assessment.

The Commissioner has stated that the revised structures now in place will continue to sup-
port the Garda community policing philosophy through the clustering of services at policing 
hubs.  This centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling ar-
rangements which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining exist-
ing Garda links with communities throughout the country.   The objective will be to ensure that 
the best possible policing service will continue to be provided to our communities.  The Garda 
Commissioner has also advised that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 
patrolling hours being available for operational policing.

  Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 24.

13/06/2013WRP00150Witness Intimidation

13/06/2013WRP00200126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
to which witness intimidation continues to be monitored; the number of recorded incidents in 
each of the past ten years and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28468/13]
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13/06/2013WRP00300135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which juror intimidation continues to come to the attention of the Garda authorities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28525/13]

13/06/2013WRP00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 126 and 135 together.

The intimidation of a witness or juror is an offence pursuant to Section 41 of the Criminal 
Justice Act 1999, which specifies the offence as harming, threatening or menacing or in any 
other way intimidating or putting in fear another person who is assisting in the investigation of 
an offence by the Garda Síochána, with the intention of causing the investigation or course of 
justice to be obstructed, perverted or interfered with.  Following the enactment of the Criminal 
Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, the offence is now punishable on indictment by a fine or a term 
of imprisonment of up to 15 years.

Since 1997 the Garda Síochána has operated a Witness Security Programme in response to 
attempts by criminal and other groups to prevent the normal functioning of the criminal justice 
system, including threats of violence and systematic witness intimidation.   The operation of 
the Programme is supported by Section 40 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999 which makes it an 
offence for any person, without lawful authority, to try to identify the whereabouts or any new 
identity of a witness who has been relocated under the Programme.  The offence is punishable 
on indictment by a fine or a term of imprisonment of up to five years.  

The Garda Síochána rigorously enforces the provisions in the law relating to witness intimi-
dation and protection.  In circumstances where the Senior Investigation Officer in a case has 
identified a witness who is crucial to the case and the evidence to be preferred is not available 
elsewhere, and there is a serious threat to the life of the witness or his/her family an application 
can be made, with the consent of the witness, to have him/her included in the Witness Security 
Programme.  Where a threat to or intimidation of a witness or a potential witness arises during 
the course of criminal proceedings, the matter may be addressed through the trial judge, who 
has discretion to revoke bail or place other sanctions on the accused/suspect.    

With regard to the number of recorded incidents of witness intimidation in each of the past 
ten years and to date in 2013, I have requested the information from the Garda authorities and 
will communicate with the Deputy as soon as the information is to hand.

13/06/2013WRP00450National Flag

13/06/2013WRP00500127. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the 
Irish flag was not raised on a building (details supplied) in County Kerry on St. Patrick’s Day 
and Easter weekend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28478/13]

13/06/2013WRP00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department of Justice 
and Equality have personnel in a wide range of office facilities across the State.  The policy of 
the Department is to fly the national flag on key buildings at all times. Apart from these key 
buildings, Departmental policy is that the national flag will not be flown on days when build-
ings would normally be closed, including St. Patrick’s Day and Easter, in order to avoid giving 
rise to additional personnel costs associated with raising and lowering the national flag.  The 
Department of Justice building in Killarney fully complies with Departmental policy in all 
respects. I can advise the Deputy that the policy is sufficiently flexible so as to comprehend 
potential exceptions to the situation outlined above on a case by case basis.
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13/06/2013WRP00650Garda Resources

13/06/2013WRP00700128. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will allocate 
additional resources to the Garda in Tallaght, Dublin 24, to allow it to continue to respond ef-
ficiently to the anti-social behaviour on an estate (details supplied) in Dublin 24, which resulted 
in serious public order incidents on 6 June 2013; if he will give assurances to the local commu-
nity on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28482/13]

13/06/2013WRP00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including per-
sonnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This allocation 
of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

Insofar as the specific matters referred to by the Deputy are concerned, I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that Community Gardaí in Tallaght Garda District have engaged with mem-
bers of the local community to address incidents of anti-social behaviour in the area.  Gardaí 
are also liaising directly with the other stakeholders including South Dublin County Council to 
identify and put into effect solutions to the problems being experienced.

Gardaí at Tallaght perform regular patrols of the area in question and all incidents of anti-
social behaviour are dealt with appropriately.   The Community Policing unit has lead responsi-
bility for policing in this area and has evolved a good partnership approach to problem solving 
with the local community.   Current Policing policy in the Tallaght District is predicated on 
the prevention of public order offences, the prevention of crime including crimes of violence 
against persons and property and the maintenance of an environment conducive to the improve-
ment of quality of life of the residents of the area. Local Garda management are continuing 
to monitor the area and to ensure that resources are effectively deployed to meet the policing 
needs that arise.

13/06/2013WRP00850Deportation Orders

13/06/2013WRP00900129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
examine the case of a person (details supplied) in County Longford in respect of whom a depor-
tation order has been made but whose case also merits further consideration in view of the fact 
that many of their family and local community members in their homeland were executed and 
that there is considerable evidence to suggest their life is in danger if returned to their home-
land; if the deportation order will be revoked pending a full investigation, notwithstanding the 
previous assessment of the case and bearing in mind that considerable changes in circumstances 
have taken place since 2004; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28493/13]

13/06/2013WRP01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to the Reply 
given to his Parliamentary Question No. 175 of the 25 April, 2013. The status of the person 
concerned is as set out in that reply.

However, if new information or circumstances have come to light, which have a direct 
bearing on his case and which has arisen since the original Deportation Order was made, there 
remains the option of applying to me for revocation of the Deportation Order pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended.  However I wish to 
make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds to be successful nor 
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would it be considered until such time as the person concerned complies with the terms of the 
Deportation Order. 

Reply to PQ Number 175 of the 25 April, 2013

The person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 11th March 2005 fol-
lowing a comprehensive and thorough examination of his asylum claim and of his application 
to remain in the State. He has been evading his deportation since 19 May 2005 and should he 
come to the notice of the Gardaí, he would be liable to arrest and detention. He should, there-
fore, present himself to the Garda National Immigration Bureau without any further delay.

As a matter of policy, I do not intend to reward persons who have failed a very fair,  thor-
ough and comprehensive asylum process, and who have then proceeded to evade their deporta-
tion for several years.

  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

13/06/2013WRP01050Crime Prevention

13/06/2013WRP01100130. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will 
publish a national policy on the operation of the community text alert scheme (details supplied); 
his views on whether the lack of such a national system is impeding its roll-out; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28500/13]

13/06/2013WRP01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a Text Alert crime prevention initiative is being developed under the auspices 
of An Garda Síochána, Muintir na Tire, Neighbourhood Watch, the Irish Farmers Association 
and related stakeholders.  I am further informed that the initiative is being piloted in a number 
of locations so as to inform the development of an overall text alert policy and that this process 
is an advanced stage.

13/06/2013WRP01250Human Rights Issues

13/06/2013WRP01300131. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
outline the processes which took place to appoint the 14 commissioners designate of the Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission; if the selection panel set up for the specific purpose 
of independently identifying candidates has had a full role in the appointment of the chief com-
missioner role in the new body; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28504/13]

13/06/2013WRP01400133. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will as-
sure Dáil Éireann that the appointments process for commissioners designate to the new Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission has been fully consistent with existing equality legis-
lation; if trade unions and employer authorities have had the opportunity to make nominations 
consistent with legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28511/13]

13/06/2013WRP01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 131 and 133 together.
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As the Deputy will be aware, I submitted the General Scheme of the Bill to establish the new 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Justice, Equality and Defence in June 2012 for its consideration and views.  I specifically asked 
for an early response on the proposed selection process for the members of the new Commis-
sion.   The Committee recommended that the Selection Panel envisaged in the Heads should be 
gender-balanced and the persons on the panel should have a proven track record and expertise 
in the field of human rights and equality.  They also suggested that a person serving on the Panel 
should be ineligible to become a member of the Commission whose members they are select-
ing.  I accepted all these recommendations.  Subsequently, an independent Selection Panel was 
appointed by me to manage the selection process and make a recommendation as to the persons 
to be appointed to the new Commission.

Advertisements inviting expressions of interest for the position of Chief Commissioner and 
of “ordinary” member appeared in the media in November 2012.   The Panel forwarded its 
recommendations of 14 names to me in March 2013.  While the persons recommended by the 
Selection Panel cannot be appointed to the IHREC in advance of the required legislation being 
enacted and commenced,  the Government has appointed the 14 individuals as members of the 
Human Rights Commission.  These 14 persons will be appointed as members of IHREC when 
the legislation is enacted.  

The Selection Panel reported to me that it has not proved possible to recruit a Chief Com-
missioner at this time.  This issue requires time for reflection and consultation and I am cur-
rently considering how best to progress the appointment of a Chief Commissioner.

As I indicated in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 9 May it is a fundamen-
tal requirement of the Paris Principles that the members of the IHREC be independent.  This 
includes but is not limited to being independent of Government.  The question of whether 
Commissioners should be nominated by any social partner organisation or be representative of 
any particular sector or NGO was expressly considered by the Working Group I established to 
advise me on practical issues in relation to the establishment of a new Commission.  The Group 
recommended that members of the new Commission be selected by a process independent of 
the Government, serving on appointment independently in their individual capacity and that 
their appointments should not be made on representative or nomination basis as heretofore was 
the case in relation to a number of positions on the Equality Authority Board.  

I accepted this recommendation and it is reflected in the General Scheme as published.  The 
selection procedure set out in the Heads was also endorsed by the Oireachtas Committee on 
Justice, Defence and Equality.  While I hope to be in a position to publish the Bill shortly, I am 
concerned at the length of time the Equality Authority has been without a board and the impli-
cations of this situation for proper corporate governance.  As an immediate step, I have with the 
agreement of the members designate appointed 12 of them to the Board of the Equality Author-
ity. This satisfies the requirements of section 41 of the Employment Equality Act, as amended, 
that the board consist of not less than 12 and not more than 16 persons, and be gender balanced.

I might also mention that the new legislation will allow IHREC to establish subcommittees 
of the Commission to enable representatives of a wide range of interests, including employee 
and employer interests, to contribute in an advisory capacity.  

I am concerned that any appointments that might be made outside of the independent selec-
tion process that has recently concluded could attract adverse comment and possibly have ad-
verse implications for the accreditation of the new Commission as an ‘A’ status national human 
rights institution.  Nonetheless, I am keeping the question of social partner appointments under 
review in the light of progress on drafting of the Bill.
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13/06/2013WRP01550Haddington Road Agreement Review

13/06/2013WRP01600132. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satis-
fied that the adjustment measures proposed in the Haddington Road agreement for members of 
An Garda Síochána will not adversely impact on the quality of policing provided at present in 
view of the closure of Garda stations and the overall reduction in funding provided for the force 
in the past few years; if he has commissioned a study of the impact of said measures; if so, if he 
will provide this information; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28505/13]

13/06/2013WRP01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Haddington Road Agree-
ment provides for a review of all aspects of the operation and administration of the Garda 
Síochána. All factors relevant to the continued delivery of an effective policing service will be 
taken into account in this review.

The terms of the Review are to “encompass all aspects of the operation and administration 
of An Garda Síochána including:

- the structure, organisation and staffing of An Garda Síochána;

- the deployment of members and civilian staff to relevant and appropriate roles;

- the remuneration and conditions of service of members of An Garda Síochána, including 
an evaluation of annualised hours/shift pay arrangements;

- the appropriate structured and mechanism for the future resolution of matters relating to 
pay, industrial relations and attendance matters.”

The objective is, and will be, that at all times the most effective and efficient service is pro-
vided to the public at all times. 

Question No. 133 answered with Question No. 131.

Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 32.

Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 126.

13/06/2013WRQ00350Missing Persons Data

13/06/2013WRQ00400136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
men, women and male and female children reported missing in the past ten years, Irish nation-
als and non-nationals; the extent to which such disappearances remain under active investiga-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28526/13]

13/06/2013WRQ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.

13/06/2013WRQ00550Criminal Law

13/06/2013WRQ00600137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which it is intended to reform the laws on bail, with particular reference to deter the activity of 
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criminal gangs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28539/13]

13/06/2013WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A decision to grant bail in a 
particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only to the Constitution and the law, 
independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a constitutional presumption in 
favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent until proven guilty.  The provi-
sions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict the extent to which the right to 
bail can be limited.  Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused 
essentially only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with wit-
nesses. The Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution, provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where 
it is reasonably considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that 
person.  In addition, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 
2007, provides that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person 
shall not commit an offence while on bail.

The criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed by persons on bail.  Section 
11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of imprisonment passed on a 
person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive on any sentence passed on 
him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to expire, if more than one is be-
ing served.  It also provides that the fact that an offence was committed while on bail must be 
treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall impose a sentence that is 
greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless there are exceptional cir-
cumstances.  I am conscious of public concern about the extent to which offences continue to 
be committed by persons on bail.  I share that concern and believe bail law must be continually 
reviewed to ensure all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the commission 
of crime, particularly serious crime, by people on bail.  Accordingly, my Department has been 
engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view to presenting a clear, accessible 
and modern statement of the law.  In the context of that modernisation of the law, I will seek to 
restructure the law so it has a focus on the protection of the individual and of the public.  The 
intention is that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts on how such pro-
tection might be provided.  I intend to bring proposals to the Government on the matter as soon 
as possible, having regard to other legislative priorities.

Prisoner Numbers

13/06/2013WRQ00800138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of extra prison spaces currently required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28540/13]

13/06/2013WRQ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that 
on 12 June 2013, there were 4,225 prisoners in custody against a bed capacity of 4,419 which 
represented an occupancy level of 96%.  The average number of prisoners in custody in Ireland 
has risen in the last five years, from 3,321 during 2007 to 4,318 during 2012, an increase of 
over 30%.  Likewise, the total number of committals to prison has also risen sharply during 
the same period, from 11,934 in 2007 to 17,026 in 2012, an increase of over 43%.  Significant 
investment has taken place in our prison estate in recent years, with in excess of 900 new prison 
spaces having been constructed and brought into use since 2007.  Most recently, a new accom-
modation block at the Midlands Prison which has provided an additional 300 additional spaces, 
open in 2012.  As outlined in the Irish Prison Service’s three-year strategic plan, it is intended 
to align the capacity of our prisons with the guidelines laid down by the Inspector of Prisons by 
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2014, in so far as this is compatible with public safety and the integrity of the criminal justice 
system.  In 2012 and in the first quarter of this year, priority was given to reducing overcrowd-
ing in Mountjoy, Cork, Limerick Prisons and the Dóchas Centre.

The strategy also contains a commitment to implement a 40-month capital plan to provide 
in-cell sanitation in all cells and radically improve prison conditions in the older parts of the 
prison estate.  Included in the plan is the replacement of Cork Prison with a new prison built 
on the site of the current car park and an adjacent greenfield site.  The new prison will have an 
average daily capacity of approximately 275 prisoners, which is broadly similar to the current 
daily average.  The plan also includes the proposed demolition of the early 19th century A and B 
blocks in Limerick Prison.  Their replacement with modern accommodation and related facili-
ties will eliminate the practice of slopping-out and alleviate the current overcrowding difficul-
ties.  As the Deputy will be aware, I have announced a number of initiatives and programmes 
to alleviate overcrowding in the prison system.  The Irish Prison Service’s three-year strategic 
plan outlines a number of measures to be undertaken including the Community Return Scheme, 
a closer working relationship with the Probation Service and a more structured approach to 
temporary release.

Garda Transport Numbers

13/06/2013WRQ01000139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the Garda transport fleet has been upgraded annually in each of the past six years and to 
date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28542/13]

13/06/2013WRQ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions on the provision and 
allocation of Garda vehicles are matters for the Garda Commissioner in the context of his iden-
tified operational demands and in light of available resources.  In that context, the Deputy will 
be aware that an additional €3 million was made available towards the end of last year which 
enabled the force to procure a further 171 vehicles.  This brought total investment in the Garda 
fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 213 new vehicles being procured during 
the year.  In addition to the investment provided in 2012, a specific allocation of €5 million has 
been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.  I am informed 
by the Garda authorities that to date this investment has resulted in a further 133 new vehicles 
being procured.  This represents a considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particu-
larly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  
It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda 
Síochána is provided with sufficient resources to enable it to deliver an effective and efficient 
policing service.  I am advised by the Garda authorities that the number of vehicles procured for 
the Garda fleet in each of the years referred to in the Deputy’s question is as follows: 

YEAR VEHICLES
2007 362
2008 190
2009 0
2010 165
2011 52
2012 213
2013 (to date) 133
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Garda Strength

13/06/2013WRQ01200140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
total strength of An Garda Síochána, including the Garda Reserve; if further recruitment is re-
quired by a specific date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28564/13]

13/06/2013WRQ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda authorities that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána on 30 April 2013, the latest 
date for which figures are readily available, was 13,330.  There are also 1,087 members of the 
Garda Reserve with a further 172 in training.  In relation to recruitment, I am in discussions 
with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, on this matter.  I intend to 
bring proposals to Cabinet in the near future.

Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 124.

13/06/2013WRR00150Crime Data

13/06/2013WRR00200142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
ber of homicides associated with criminal gang drug related activity reported in each of the past 
ten years to date; the extent to which the perpetrators have been apprehended; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28566/13]

13/06/2013WRR00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An Garda Síochána continues 
to proactively and resolutely tackle all forms of drug crime in this jurisdiction. The Garda Na-
tional Drugs Unit, works closely with dedicated Divisional and District Drug Units and other 
national units, including the Organised Crime Unit, as well as the Criminal Assets Bureau in 
targeting persons involved in the illicit sale and supply of drugs. 

In targeting those involved in drug trafficking An Garda Síochána have a number of specific 
strategies in place to address the sale, supply, importation and distribution of illegal drugs and 
this approach is continuing to result in significant drug seizures and the related arrests of those 
involved in such activities and in other forms of criminality.  I have requested a report from the 
Garda authorities in relation to the number of homicides referred to by the Deputy. I will contact 
the Deputy directly when the report is to hand.

13/06/2013WRR00350Garda Deployment

13/06/2013WRR00400143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which adequate policing is available throughout County Kildare, notwithstanding the effects of 
the economic downturn; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28575/13]

13/06/2013WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This alloca-
tion of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.   

I have however been informed by the Garda authorities, that the personnel strength of the 
Kildare Garda Division on 30 April 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, 
was 318.  There are also 26 Garda Reserves and 29 Civilians attached to the Kildare Garda 
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Division. Divisional resources are further augmented, where necessary, by a number of Garda 
National Units such as the Garda National Drugs Unit (GNDU), the National Bureau of Crimi-
nal Investigation (NBCI), the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and other specialised units. 

13/06/2013WRR00550Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRR00600144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on residency-entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28576/13]

13/06/2013WRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State under stamp 4 conditions on 6 April 2005 
for an initial two year period, under the revised arrangements applicable to the non-EEA na-
tional parents of Irish born children born in the State before 1 January, 2005, more commonly 
known as the IBC/05 Scheme. The permission was renewed in 2007 and was subsequently re-
newed by the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) with the last renewal period expiring 
on 6 April 2013. 

I am informed that the person concerned attempted to register with the GNIB on 15 May 
2013, however, his registration was not processed and he was advised to contact the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) with a view to regularising his status in the State.  A 
written renewal request was sent to INIS on his behalf on 21 May, 2013.  A request for addition-
al documentation was made by officials in the INIS on 31 May, 2013.  However I understand 
no response has been received to date. Upon receipt of such additional documentation, the case 
of the person concerned will be examined and a decision made on his future status in the State.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person concerned 
in May, 2012.  The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character 
and lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  
As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek this information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in 
the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRR00750Subsidiary Protection Applications

13/06/2013WRR00800145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on residency status and-or eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28577/13]

13/06/2013WRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
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cerned was notified, by letter dated 29th October, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make 
a Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 
working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against her. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply 
for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.  The Deputy should note that 
as the person concerned has no current right of residency in the State, she would not be in a 
position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to persons applying to my Department 
for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRR00950Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRR01000146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on residency-entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28578/13]

13/06/2013WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the Deputy currently 
has permission to reside in the State until the 28 June 2013 on Stamp 3.

I have been inform by INIS that the person referred to by the Deputy was registered in the 
State since 2005 as the dependent of her husband who was a work permit holder.  The person 
made an application for a change of status to INIS on 17 August 2012.  INIS has requested 
documents and information twice to date and no reply has been received.  The requested infor-
mation and documents are required by INIS in order to consider her application fully.  There 
is no solicitor on record as having contacted INIS regarding this person.  The person referred 
to by the Deputy should contact INIS immediately with the documentation and information 
requested.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
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consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate of too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRR01150Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRR01200147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on the issue of Stamp 4 in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [28579/13]

13/06/2013WRR01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 24th April, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order 
or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against him.  In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for 
subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibil-
ity for Protection) Regulations 2006.  The person concerned, through his legal representative, 
submitted written representations pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended).

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the 
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submit-
ted will be considered before a final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this deci-
sion, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRR01350Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRR01400148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of residency-eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 1  [28580/13]

13/06/2013WRR01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned had a 
Deportation Order made against him, following the refusal of his asylum application and his 
application for subsidiary protection and the subsequent consideration of his case under Section 
3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  The person concerned lodged judicial review 
proceedings in the High Court, challenging the decision to refuse his subsidiary protection ap-
plication and to make a Deportation Order against him.  These proceedings were ‘settled’ with 
the consequence that the Deportation Order was revoked and a fresh proposal to deport letter is-
sued.  A fresh application for subsidiary protection has been submitted as have written represen-
tations pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).
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The application for subsidiary protection will be considered first and a decision notified. In 
the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State of 
the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3(6) of the 
Immigration Act 1999 and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 on the prohibition of refoulement.  
All representations submitted will be considered before a final decision is made.  Once a deci-
sion has been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in 
writing to the person concerned.  The Deputy should note that as the person concerned has no 
current right of residency in the State, he would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency 
criteria applicable to persons applying to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRR01550Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRR01600149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28581/13]

13/06/2013WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the application has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship. A letter 
has issued to the person referred to by the Deputy asking him to submit the prescribed fee and 
other documents. Upon receipt of the fee and documentation, the case will be finalised.

The person concerned will be invited in due course to attend a citizenship ceremony, at 
which he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and re-
ceive his certificate of naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRS00150Residency Applications

13/06/2013WRS00200150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on residency-entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28582/13]

13/06/2013WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
been granted permission to remain in the State for the period to 7th June, 2016.  This decision 
was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 7th June, 2013.

It will be open to the person concerned to apply to the Citizenship Division of my Depart-
ment for a Certificate of Naturalisation when she is in a position to meet the lawful residency 
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criteria applicable to the lodgement of such applications.  Details on the criteria to be met by 
persons lodging such applications are available from my Department’s Website (www.justice.
ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRS00400151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in order to regularise residency qualification for Stamp 4 or naturalisation en-
titlement in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; if he will set out the 
procedure to be followed to update their position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28583/13]

13/06/2013WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the Deputy arrived in 
the State on 20 June 2005 as a visitor and was granted visitor’s permission until the 29 June 
2005.  It would appear that the person has remained here without the appropriate permission.  
This is in breach of Section 5 (1) of the Immigration Act 2004 which provides that no non EEA 
national may be in the State other than in accordance with the terms of any permission given to 
him by or on behalf of the Minister.  Furthermore, Section 5 (2) of the Act provides that a non 
EEA national who is in the State in contravention of subsection (1) is for all purposes unlaw-
fully present in the State.  A person who is found to be in breach of the requirements of the Im-
migration Act 2004 may have committed an offence.  A person found guilty of such an offence 
is liable under Section 13 of the Act of 2004 to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both. 

The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service will contact the applicant shortly. 

A non EEA national who does not have a valid work permit and works in the State would 
be in breach of the Employment Permits Acts 2003 and 2006.  Indeed both an employee and 
the employer would be in breach of these Acts if a non EEA national is employed without the 
appropriate employment permit.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate of too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRS00550Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRS00600152. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when update 
of Stamp 4 will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28585/13]
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13/06/2013WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State under stamp 4 conditions on 1 December, 
2005  for an initial two year period, under the revised arrangements applicable to the non-EEA 
national parents of the Irish born children born in the State before 1 January, 2005, more com-
monly known as the IBC/05 Scheme.  The permission was subsequently renewed with the latest 
renewal period expiring in April, 2013.

I understand that a request from the person concerned for a renewal of permission to remain, 
with some supporting documentation, has been received by my officials in the Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service (INIS).  However, further documentation is required and officials 
in the INIS will be writing to the person concerned in the coming days to request same. On 
receipt of this documentation, the case of the person concerned will be further examined. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek this information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in 
the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRS00800153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on residency-entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28588/13]

13/06/2013WRS00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Officials in the Citizenship 
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there is 
no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question. 

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must -

- be of full age

- be of good character

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation

- have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.
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Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.       

Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRS01000154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28589/13]

13/06/2013WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in October, 2012.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRS01200155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28590/13]

13/06/2013WRS01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An application for a certificate 
of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the Citi-
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zenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) in August, 2011.

On examination of the application submitted it was determined that the person in question 
did not meet that statutory residency requirements as set out in the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended.  The person concerned was informed of this in a letter issued to 
him on 3 February, 2012.

It is open to the individual referred to by the Deputy to lodge a further application for citi-
zenship if and when they are in a position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements.  The 
on-line Naturalisation Residency Calculator available on the INIS web-site at www.inis.gov.ie  
can be used as a guide to whether an individual  satisfies the naturalisation residency conditions 
and, if not, give an indication of how long they should wait before making an application.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRS01400156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of eligibility for residency-naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28591/13]

13/06/2013WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Officials in the Citizenship 
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there is 
no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question. 

Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must -

- be of full age

- be of good character

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation

- have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.
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A foreign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

13/06/2013WRS01550Deportation Orders

13/06/2013WRS01600157. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to regularise residency and prepare for naturalisation in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Westmeath; if he will set down the procedure to be followed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28592/13]

13/06/2013WRS01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to is the subject of a 
Deportation Order so therefore has no right to residency or naturalisation in the State.

The person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order, signed on 19 February 2013, 
following a detailed examination of the representations he submitted for consideration under 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter out of the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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13/06/2013WRT00150Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRT00200158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when 
an appointment will be made with the relevant immigration officer to facilitate update of stamp 
4 in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who has been unable to obtain 
such an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28594/13]

13/06/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 9 of the Immigration 
Act, 2004 provides for the setting up of a register of non-nationals who obtain permission to 
remain in the State.  This register is maintained by the officer in charge of the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau in the Dublin Metropolitan area or by the Superintendent of the Garda Sío-
chána in a Garda District outside that area.  The obligation on certain non-nationals to ‘register’ 
is also provided for under this provision. 

Given the address of the person concerned, she is obliged to register in Leixlip Garda Dis-
trict, Leixlip, Co. Kildare telephone number (01) 6667800.  Since the Deputy’s Question does 
not make it clear where the person concerned has been attempting to make an appointment to 
register, I suggest that she contacts Leixlip Garda Station with a view to making an appointment 
to see the immigration officer at that station.  

13/06/2013WRT00350Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRT00400159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28595/13]

13/06/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in 
September, 2011.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. While good progress continues to be made in 
reducing the large volume of cases on hands, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that 
for a broad range of reasons some cases will take longer than others to process. It is a statutory 
requirement that, inter alia, applicants for naturalisation be of good character. In some instances 
that can be established relatively quickly and in other cases completing the necessary checks 
can take a considerable period of time. I can, however, inform the Deputy that enormous prog-
ress has been made in dealing with the backlog and steps are being taken to process all outstand-
ing applications as quickly as possible. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
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Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

13/06/2013WRT00550Family Reunification Policy

13/06/2013WRT00600160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
and-or any particular procedure to be followed in respect of renewal of Stamp 4 status in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28596/13]

13/06/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the Deputy was 
approved as the subject of a Family Reunification application on 16th May 2006.  I am further 
informed by INIS that the person referred to by the Deputy was granted permission to enter and  
reside in the State pursuant to Section 18 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) and is entitled 
to the rights and privileges specified in Section 3 of the Act for such period as the person who 
made the family Reunification application on their behalf remains the holder of a declaration 
of refugee status.

Registration is, however, a matter for An Garda Síochána.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRT00750Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRT00800161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected position in the determination of residency status-eligibility for naturalisation 
in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28597/13]

13/06/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Given that he had no valid 
basis to remain in the State, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by letter dated 2nd November, 
2012, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given 
the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consent-
ing to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting 
out the reasons why he should not have a Deportation Order made against him. Representations 
have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the 
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submit-
ted will be considered before a final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this deci-
sion, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
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this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRT00950Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRT01000162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of residency-eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28598/13]

13/06/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in December, 2012.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

13/06/2013WRT01150Residency Permits

13/06/2013WRT01200163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when 
an application to update stamp 4 will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28599/13]

13/06/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the person referred to by the Deputy has a pending 
application for residency.  Further clarifications have been sought and the application is receiv-
ing favourable attention.  A decision will issue shortly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRT01350Naturalisation Applications
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13/06/2013WRT01400164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position on 
residency status-eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
20; if he will indicate the correct level of fee in respect of update of Stamp 4 and-or application 
for naturalisation in their case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28600/13]

13/06/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The prescribed certification 
fee to be paid by a standard adult applicant on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation is €950. 
This was last increased by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship (Fees) Regulations 2008, which 
came into effect on 1 August, 2008. 

As soon as the prescribed fee and other documents have been received from the person 
referred to by the Deputy, arrangements can be made for him to attend a citizenship ceremony 
at which he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and 
receive his certificate of naturalisation.

13/06/2013WRT01550Subsidiary Protection Applications

13/06/2013WRT01600165. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of residency-eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28601/13]

13/06/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 22nd April, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order 
or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for sub-
sidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility 
for Protection) Regulations 2006. 

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.   

The Deputy should note that as the person concerned has no current right of residency in the 
State, he would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to persons 
applying to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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13/06/2013WRU00150Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRU00200166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
on determination of residency status on foot of their marriage to an Irish citizen in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28602/13]

13/06/2013WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the Deputy has 
not made an application to INIS for residency based on her marriage to an Irish national. The 
person concerned should make such an application, in writing, to the Spouse of Irish National 
Unit, Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), Department of Justice and Equality, 
13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2. Information regarding requirements for this type of permission 
are available at www.inis.gov.ie. Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRU00350Passport Applications

13/06/2013WRU00400167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedural 
requirements in order to qualify for an Irish passport in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28603/13]

13/06/2013WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Where sections 6A and 6B of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, are applicable, a child born in the 
island of Ireland on or after 1 January 2005 has an entitlement to Irish citizenship if, at the time 
of the birth of the child, one of his or her parents had, during the period of four years immedi-
ately preceding the person’s birth, been resident in the island of Ireland for a period of not less 
than three years or periods the aggregate of which is not less than three years. Periods of unlaw-
ful residence, periods of residence which were for the sole purpose of having an application for 
refugee status determined or periods of residence where permission was granted for the pur-
poses of study are excluded from the determination of periods of reckonable residence. Entitle-
ment of a child to Irish citizenship is determined by the Passport Office following receipt of an 
application for a passport on the child’s behalf. Where a child born in the State did not at birth 
have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis 
to the child may lodge an application for naturalisation on behalf of the child. The parent must 
satisfy the conditions for naturalisation including having five years reckonable residency in the 
State since the birth of the child i.e. the child must be five years of age at the date of application. 
An application for a Certificate of Naturalisation may be made by a naturalised parent on behalf 
of their minor child. The parent of the person concerned lodged applications for a Certificate 
of Naturalisation in 2006 and 2008, which were unsuccessful. Queries in relation to the status 
of individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas 
Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to 
date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of 
the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except 
in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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13/06/2013WRU00550Immigration Status

13/06/2013WRU00600168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected residency status and-or eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28604/13]

13/06/2013WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 15 September, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should not 
have a Deportation Order made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to 
apply for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities 
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  The person concerned submitted an application 
for subsidiary protection and, following consideration of this application, it was determined 
that he was not eligible for subsidiary protection.  The person concerned was notified of this 
decision by letter dated 5th September, 2011.  The case file of the person concerned, including 
all representations submitted, will now be considered in accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement before a final decision is made. Once a decision 
has been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing 
to the person concerned.  The Deputy should note that as the person concerned has no current 
right of residency in the State, he would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria 
applicable to persons applying to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.  Queries 
in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-
mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  
This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to 
seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/06/2013WRU00750Naturalisation Applications

13/06/2013WRU00800169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in a determination of eligibility for naturalisation in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28605/13]

13/06/2013WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the application has entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship. A let-
ter has issued to the person referred to by the Deputy asking him to submit the prescribed fee 
and other documents. Upon receipt of the fee and documentation, the case will be finalised. 
The person concerned will be invited in due course to attend a citizenship ceremony, at which 
he will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and receive his 
certificate of naturalisation. Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases 
may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been spe-
cifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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13/06/2013WRU00950Ceremonial Protocol

13/06/2013WRU01000170. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Defence the number of times in the past 
nine years that a full or partial ceremonial guard of honour was afforded to the President of Ire-
land; and if he will list the occasions when these guards of honour within that timeframe were 
formed.  [28765/13]

13/06/2013WRU01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Defence Force Regulations provide that 
ceremonial Guards of Honour may be deployed to render honours to the President, on his/her 
arrival at, or departure from, State or Military ceremonies, or for ceremonies considered to be 
of a distinctive national character. A definitive record of all occasions when the President was 
afforded a Guard of Honour in the past nine years is not kept by my Department. However, 
the Defence Forces have provided a full ceremonial Guard of Honour in each of these years 
when the President has attended the following annual State ceremonies: the Easter Sunday 1916 
Commemoration at the GPO; 1916 Arbour Hill Commemoration Ceremony; National Day of 
Commemoration; the National Famine Memorial Day (since 2009). Guards of Honour have 
also been provided by the Defence Forces to the President at other events of major national 
significance, for example, the Titanic commemorations in Cobh in 2012. The President is also 
afforded a Guard of Honour on departing the country for a State Visit and on his/her return.

13/06/2013WRU01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

13/06/2013WRU01200171. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason payment under the disadvantaged areas payments scheme for 2012 has not issued to 
persons (details supplied) in County Galway; if the horses and donkeys owned by these persons 
were included in the stocking density assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28410/13]

13/06/2013WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the holdings of eligible applicants were required to have 
met a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive 
months, in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over 
the twelve months of the scheme year. While initially the holding concerned could not be con-
firmed as having satisfied these requirements, following direct contact with the person named, it 
is understood that there are also donkeys on the holding for which passports are to be submitted. 
On receipt, the matter can be further progressed.

Question No. 172 withdrawn.

13/06/2013WRU01450Grant Aid

13/06/2013WRU01500173. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the grant aid given to the horticulture industry in the past five years; if he has any proposed new 
initiative to help the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28475/13]

13/06/2013WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides grant aid and assistance to Ireland’s horticultural industry through a number of 
schemes and programmes. The Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the Commer-
cial Horticulture Sector assists development of the sector by grant aiding capital investments in 
specialised buildings and equipment as well as emerging technologies specific to commercial 
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horticulture production. The Scheme’s objectives are to improve the quality of output, to facili-
tate environmentally friendly practices, to promote diversification of on-farm activities and to 
improve working conditions. This competitive grant aid scheme provides aid at a rate of 40% 
(50% in the case of approved young farmers), payable on the accepted cost (excluding VAT), 
of capital investments approved and completed to the satisfaction of the Department. Over re-
cent years the Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the Commercial Horticulture 
Sector has made a significant contribution to the growth and development of the horticulture 
sector across all areas; field vegetables, soft fruit, protected crops, mushrooms, nursery crops, 
apples, cut foliage and beekeeping. During the period 2008-2012, €16.2 million was paid out 
under the Scheme. This supported investment of approximately €40.5 million by growers over 
this period. Under the 2013 Round of the Scheme, I was pleased to approve a further €4.4 mil-
lion in grant aid for 175 applicants.  This will facilitate capital investments by these growers to 
the value of €11 million over the coming months. The Scheme for the Marketing and Process-
ing of Certain Agricultural Products provides funding for capital investment. Payments to the 
horticulture sector under the Scheme amounted to €5.5 million for the period between 2007 and 
2012 to support capital expenditure on horticulture processing investments and a further €1.7 
million was paid during the period to support potato marketing and storage investments.

Support is also available to Irish growers through the Industry/ EU co-funded Promotion 
of Agricultural Products Programmes. These programmes cover aspects such as quality, safe-
ty, nutritional value or methods of production. The European Commission has approved two 
mushroom promotion programmes prepared by the trade and submitted through Bord Bia. A 
three–year €2.5 million programme to promote mushrooms on the UK market commenced in 
September 2010. The campaign “More to Mushrooms ” aims to address the decline in mush-
room sales and to increase consumption by over 23,800 tonnes over three years by promoting 
their taste, nutrition and versatility. It is co-ordinated by Bord Bia and is funded 50% by the 
EU and 50% by the mushroom trade. To build on the success of the first programme and fol-
lowing my Department and the EU Commission’s evaluation of a new proposal submitted by 
Bord Bia on behalf of the Irish and UK mushroom industry, the Commission decided this year 
to award 50% funding for a further €2.7 million three year mushroom programme “Just add 
Mushrooms”. This will commence later this year and will promote mushrooms on the Irish and 
UK markets. In addition, financial support also continues to be available to those producers 
who participate in the Producer Organisation (PO) Scheme. This EU funded Scheme provides 
an important mechanism for growers to become part of a larger supply base, concentrate on 
marketing and improve quality.

My Department also provides funding to Bord Bia and Teagasc towards their work for the 
horticulture industry. Bord Bia continues to provide support to operators in the horticulture 
sector to develop new markets by way of assistance in the areas of product innovation and mar-
keting skills as well as organising the very successful Bloom festival, which in 2013 attracted 
110,000 visitors. Teagasc, on the other hand, is actively involved in providing education, re-
search and technical advice to the horticulture industry.

  Question No. 174 withdrawn.

13/06/2013WRV00250Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

13/06/2013WRV00300175. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to protect rare sheep breeds; if he will include them in Common Agricultural Policy nego-
tiations and-or any other scheme administered by his Department in order to ensure rare breed 
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survival; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28486/13]

13/06/2013WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU Regula-
tions provide for financial support for animals in danger of being lost to farming, more com-
monly referred to as rare breeds and support is currently available through the Rural Environ-
ment Protection Scheme and the Agri-Environment Options Scheme.

Future policy will be determined in the context of the introduction of the EU regulatory 
framework governing the next programming period 2014-2020. I expect that support for ani-
mals in danger of being lost to farming will continue to qualify for support in any agri-environ-
ment schemes that may be launched in the future.

13/06/2013WRV00450Animal Diseases Issues

13/06/2013WRV00500176. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will bring forward a scheduled TB and brucellosis herd test in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28497/13]

13/06/2013WRV00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Herd number 
D140125-5, which is registered to a name other than the name quoted by the Deputy, was acti-
vated as a Bovine Herd number on 12 May 2013.  A Movement Permit (ER37a) was issued on 
13 May 2013 and is valid for 4 months until 12 September 2013 to allow the herd owner to buy 
animals into the herd. Newly established herds are restricted until the herd is assembled and the 
animals in the herd pass appropriate TB and Brucellosis herd tests.

It is a requirement that the District Veterinary Office is notified when stock have been as-
sembled so the health status of the herd can be established and the restriction lifted. The herd 
owner will be notified of the necessary TB and Brucellosis tests to be carried out on the herd 
when the herd is assembled, in the case of TB at least 60 days post assembly of the herd and, 
in the case of Brucellosis, at least three months from date of the Brucellosis pre-movement test 
carried out on animals prior to their movement into the herd.

To date, no bovine animals have been purchased into the herd number quoted above, until 
such time as a herd is assembled, any alteration to test schedules cannot be considered. 

13/06/2013WRV00650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

13/06/2013WRV00700177. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) was disqualified from the agri-environment options scheme; 
if it is possible for the person to be reinstated in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28529/13]

13/06/2013WRV00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st September 2010 and full payment totalling €1,001.66 issued in respect of 2010. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2011 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes the verifi-
cation of capital investments through checks on receipts.  
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My Department issued a capital investment claim form for completion by the person named 
and also issued reminders on the need to submit a completed claim form for the Tree Planting – 
Standard action. My Department did not receive a completed claim for which is a requirement 
for the applicant’s eligibility under the scheme. As a result, my Department had no option but 
to terminate the application of the person named. On the 19th October 2012, a letter issued to 
the person named setting out this decision and providing the option to submit an appeal. There 
is no record of an appeal having been received in the Department. A further letter issued to the 
person named on the 10th January 2013 requesting a refund of all monies paid out in respect 
of the 2010 scheme year. This letter also notified the person named of his right of appeal to the 
Agriculture Appeals Office.  

13/06/2013WRV00850Agriculture Schemes Administration

13/06/2013WRV00900178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of all penalties across all schemes imposed on a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; the schemes involved; the reasons for the penalties; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28530/13]

13/06/2013WRV01000179. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of all overpayments made to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; 
the amount of these overpayments deducted from payments due; the amount still remaining to 
be repaid; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28531/13]

13/06/2013WRV01100180. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of inspections carried out on a farm (details supplied) in County Galway in the past 
five years; the date of each inspection; the reason for the inspection; the sanctions imposed as a 
result of each inspection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28532/13]

13/06/2013WRV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 178 to 180, inclusive, together.

In summary, during the years 2008 – 2012, the holding of the person concerned was subject 
to on-farm inspections in 2011 and 2012 and details of these are given below.  However, for the 
sake of completeness, I am also providing data on deductions which arose from office-based 
processes in 2009, 2010 and 2011 associated with the Schemes concerned.

In 2009, a review of the Department’s Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS) identified 
ineligible areas declared by the applicant, resulting in a reduction of €2,665.85.

In 2010, because of failure to submit receipts in relation to his AEOS 1 application, an over-
payment of €1,061.66 arose.  The applicant was advised by letters dated 19 October 2012 and 
10 January 2013 that, as he had not complied with the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme, 
the Department had no option but to terminate his Contract, and also in relation to the resultant 
overpayment.

In 2011, an on-farm inspection (Ground Eligibility and Ovine Identification and Registra-
tion) was initiated on 27 July 2011. Arising from this inspection, discrepancies were discovered 
in relation to the Flock Register and Dispatch Dockets resulting in a 1% penalty. The person 
named was informed of this outcome on 21 October 2011.

In 2011 also, due to the higher than anticipated level of applications for the Grassland Sheep 
Scheme, it was necessary that the initial rate payable per eligible ewe be reduced, for all appli-
cants in order to ensure that the Scheme budget be respected  This resulted in an overpayment 
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of €90.29 in the case of this applicant.

In 2012, an on-farm Cross Compliance inspection was initiated on 10 December 2012, dur-
ing the course of which discrepancies were discovered in relation to Nitrates and Bovine Iden-
tification and Registration, resulting in a 5% penalty. The person named was informed of this 
outcome on 26 February 2013 and further letters detailing these overpayments and explaining 
the repayment procedure were sent on 27 February 2013 and 12 March 2013.  The following 
tabular statements detail the specific overpayments, by year and Scheme, and the current posi-
tion in relation to recoupment of the sums overpaid:

Single Payment Scheme

Agri-Environmental Options Scheme

Year Overpayment Recouped
2010 AEOS €1,001.66 €950.72
Grassland Sheep Scheme

Year Overpayment Recouped
2011 Rate reduction €90.29 €90.29
2012 Cross Compliance €47.54 €47.54
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme

Year Overpayment Recouped
2011 Cross Compliance €163.18 €163.18
A total of €1,561.92, inclusive of interest, remains due to be recouped.

13/06/2013WRV01250Detention Centres Provision

13/06/2013WRV01300181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the full 
extent of the custodial accommodation for juvenile offenders; if this is sufficient to meet current 
needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28541/13]

13/06/2013WRV01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I assume that the 
Deputy is referring to custodial accommodation for persons under the age of 18 years, which 
corresponds to the definition of a child under the Children Act, 2001.  This Act provides the 
legal framework for the operation of the criminal justice system in relation to children.

At this time, custodial accommodation for under 18 year olds is provided on the Oberstown 
campus, Lusk, Co Dublin and in St Patrick’s Institution, Dublin 7.

There are 3 children detention schools on the Oberstown campus.  The entry criteria for each 
of these sites and their certified detention capacity under the Children Act are outlined below:

Children Detention School Entry Criteria Certified Capacity (bedrooms)
Trinity House School Males up to 17 years old on 

admission
24

Oberstown Boys School Males up to 17 years old on 
admission

20

Oberstown Girls School Females up to 18 years old 
on admission

8
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TOTAL: 52

There has been a recent shortage of bed spaces for boys on the Oberstown campus. This 
arises in part from an increase in demand for places from the courts, compared to the trend 
over the past few years.  However, it has also been affected by a delay in reopening a detention 
unit of 8 bed spaces in Trinity House School.  This has reduced the available capacity in that 
site to 16 bed spaces.  As outlined in my reply to Parliamentary Question 246 on 16 May 2013 
(23519/13), my Department is working closely with the Oberstown Board of Management to 
resolve this issue and bring this detention unit back into operation at the earliest possible date.  

Apart from the Oberstown campus, St. Patrick’s Institution currently provides detention 
spaces for boys aged 17 years on admission.  The facility also provides prison accommodation 
in a separate wing for males between the ages of 18 and 21.  There is no set capacity in St. Pat-
rick’s Institution for 17 year old boys.

The Children Act 2001 contains a transitional provision for the continued use of St. Pat-
rick’s Institution or a place of detention for 16 and 17 year old boys until such time as there are 
sufficient places to accommodate these groups in a children detention school.  With effect from 
1 May 2012, I announced the ending of the practice of detaining 16 year old boys in St Patrick’s 
Institution through using existing capacity that was available on the Oberstown campus.   Since 
July 2012 there have been no 16 year old boys detained in St Patrick’s Institution. 

The Government is committed to ending the practice of detaining children in St. Patrick’s 
Institution.  It is a priority of mine, since taking on responsibility for the children detention 
schools, to deliver on this commitment.  At present, there is insufficient capacity on the Ober-
stown campus for taking on responsibility for all children under the age of 18 years.  

Funding for the development of increased capacity on the Oberstown campus is a key ele-
ment in resolving this issue.  On 2 April 2012, I announced a capital investment package for the 
National Children Detention Facility project in Oberstown.  The project is at an advanced stage 
of the tender process and it is intended to begin construction in July 2013, with a view to ending 
the practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institution by mid 2014.  This will provide a 
facility with a capacity of 90 detention places in total.  I am advised that based on recent trends, 
this should be sufficient to meet the requirements of the courts for children detention places. 

13/06/2013WRW00150Adoption Records Provision

13/06/2013WRW00200182. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will clarify her statements on the need for a referendum to grant adopted persons full tracing 
and information rights and the plans in place to address the ineffectiveness of the mechanism of 
the National Contact Preference Register in addressing adopted persons’ tracing and informa-
tion needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28471/13]

13/06/2013WRW00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work is ongoing 
on the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill, which will provide for a structured and regu-
lated approach to providing access to adoption information and will facilitate contact for those 
affected by adoption, including in circumstances where an adoption order was not effected. 
Complex issues have arisen during the course of the preparation of the Bill, including the cri-
teria for balancing an adopted person’s right to information about his or her identity as against 
a birth parent’s right to privacy. My own view is that persons affected by adoption should be 
provided with as much information as possible within permissible Constitutional boundaries. 
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Consideration of legal and policy issues is ongoing and once these have been satisfactorily re-
solved, I intend to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of Bill. It is my intention to 
bring this Bill before the Houses of the Oireachtas in the coming months. 

The National Adoption Contact Register (NACPR) was established in 2005 to assist adopt-
ed people and their natural families to make contact with each other, exchange information or 
state their contact preferences.  Applicants decide, through a range of information and contact 
options, how they wish to proceed.  It is intended that the Adoption (Information and Tracing) 
Bill 2013 will provide for placing the National Contact Preference Register on a statutory basis. 
However, the number of successful matches made is reliant on the various parties joining the 
Register. It is an individual choice whether a person decides to join the register.

At the end of 2012 there were 7224 adopted people and 3165 natural relatives registered 
with the NACPR. Just over 600 “matches” in total have been generated, i.e. over 600 adopted 
persons have been matched with one (or more) natural relatives. In 2012 the Information and 
Tracing Unit processed 542 new applications to join the Register, which resulted in 54 “match-
es”.  In the first five months of 2013 there have been a total of 28 “matches”.

13/06/2013WRW00350Early Child Care Education Standards

13/06/2013WRW00400183. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there 
are plans to implement the Síolta national quality framework and the Aistear early childhood 
curriculum framework; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28474/13]

13/06/2013WRW00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The implementa-
tion of Síolta and Aistear is the responsibility of the Department of Education and Skills.  The 
DES has an Early Years Policy Unit which is co-located in Mespil Road with my Department 
and is responsible for these areas.

Síolta (the Irish word for Seeds) – the Childcare Quality Framework (2006) - is a set of Na-
tional Principles, Standards and Components of Quality which collectively articulate a national 
vision and practical guidelines on quality in practice across all early childhood care and educa-
tion settings.  Implementation of Síolta is supported by a range of activities including:

 - Introductory workshops, delivered by a range of support organisations including the City 
and County Childcare Committees and the Voluntary Childcare Organisations

 - The Síolta Quality Assurance Programme (QAP), which is a 12 step programme that sup-
ports early childhood care and education settings to engage in structured review and develop-
ment of their practice.  Settings are supported by a trained Síolta Co-ordinator when they are 
working through the Síolta QAP. 

The Síolta QAP is currently being field tested within 135 early childhood care and education 
settings.  An evaluation of this field test has been commissioned by the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills and will be completed by the end of this year.

Aistear – the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework (2009) - is organised around four 
themes – Well-being, Identity and Belonging, Communication, Exploring and Thinking – and 
expresses the national vision for good practice in relation to curriculum in early childhood.  A 
range of activities are in place to disseminate the materials and resources of Aistear to all those 
working with children in the 0-6 age range. The on-line Aistear Toolkit provides a wealth of 
information and resources such as audio and visual podcasts.  These have been accessed by 
thousands of users. This web-based resource will be continually updated into the future.  Ad-
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ditionally, a network of Aistear tutors has been selected and trained to deliver professional de-
velopment activities for infant class teachers through the education centre network nationally. 
The potential to extend this resource to practitioners in other early childhood care and education 
settings is currently under review.

The only support for the implementation of Síolta and Aistear in the pre-school sector to 
date has been provided by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs via the local Child-
care Committees and Voluntary Childcare Organisations.  International practice indicates that 
the best way to support quality in pre-school services is to provide regular mentoring support.  
Northern Ireland, which introduced a free pre-school year some time ago, did so with Early 
Education experts providing mentoring support to services.  As a result, pre-school services in 
Northern Ireland have been evaluated as having very high standards of provision.

My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, and in ongo-
ing consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure, is looking at options to develop a 
mentoring system for our pre-school sector to support implementation of the Síolta Framework 
and Aistear Curriculum.

13/06/2013WRW00550Early Child Care Education Issues

13/06/2013WRW00600184. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to develop the early childhood and education sector workforce development plan 2010 
into a working plan that is adequately resourced and implemented; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28487/13]

13/06/2013WRW00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Workforce 
Development Plan for the Early Years Sector was published in 2010 by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills. The Plan acknowledged national and international research evidence which 
establishes a strong correlation between the availability of an appropriately trained workforce 
to staff early years services and the ability to deliver high quality pre-school provision. The 
implementation of the Workforce Development Plan is being overseen by the Early Years Edu-
cation Policy Unit of the Department of Education and Skills, which is co-located with my 
Department.

The Plan sets out the key areas that emerged from an extensive programme of research and 
consultation:  These key areas are:

 - The necessity for clearly articulated professional pathways into and across professional 
domains of practice related to the care and education of children. These include occupational 
role descriptors with associated qualification levels.

 - The establishment of an agreed set of national standards for all awards in early childhood 
care and education (incorporating core knowledge, skills, competencies and work experience) 
across all relevant levels of the National Framework of Qualifications in Ireland.

 - Access to flexible, affordable and nationally accredited learning opportunities at all levels 
of  qualification for pre-service and in-service professional development.

 - The necessity to ensure consistent quality of ECCE courses nationally across a range of 
variables including content, delivery and work placement.

The publication by FETAC of Common Award Standards at Levels 4, 5 and 6 on the Na-
tional Framework of Qualifications ensures that there is consistent quality of ECCE courses 
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across the country and delivers on one of the key areas set out in the Workforce Development 
Plan.  I view this as an essential building block for developing and upskilling the workforce.  

The Workforce Development Plan identified different distinct groups including new en-
trants to the workforce who wish to become appropriately qualified for specific occupational 
roles and responsibilities, and unqualified practitioners in the current workforce who want to 
achieve the Level 5 award. For new entrants to the workforce the publication of Common 
Award Standards at Levels 4, 5 and 6 is a welcome development.  Programmes of learning de-
veloped to meet these new award standards will incorporate national practice frameworks and 
will reflect national policy objectives, thereby ensuring that graduates are fully prepared to en-
ter the workforce.  Training providers have begun to meet the new award standards in respect of 
the FETAC Level 5 Major Award in Early Childhood Care and Education. The first programme 
has been developed and is being provided through the VECs.

My Department and I have been working on a comprehensive Pre-School quality agenda 
that will, inter alia, work towards increasing the qualification requirements for all childcare 
staff.  Future developments relating to early years and education, including workforce devel-
opment, are being considered in the context of the National Early Years Strategy for children 
aged from birth to six years, which is being developed by my Department and expected to be 
completed later this year.

13/06/2013WRW00750Child Care Services Inspections

13/06/2013WRW00800185. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to revise the child care inspection system and include an early years specialist on the in-
spection team; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28488/13]

13/06/2013WRW00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006, the inspection of pre-schools is the re-
sponsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE).  It is important to realise that inspections 
alone are not the answer to improving quality. What is required is a multi-faceted approach, and 
since this Government came to office we have been working to ensure issues relating to child 
protection and welfare are put front and centre. The establishment of a Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs was recognition of the huge body of work which needs to be done in this area.

As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, driving the early childhood care and education 
quality agenda is one of my key objectives.  I believe we can achieve this objective by taking 
a number of steps in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, including the 
adaptation of the existing pre-school inspection system to provide a more comprehensive and 
broader-based inspection regime for pre-schools, moving to a greater focus on outcomes for 
children.  In support of this, a Joint Pilot Inspection of Early Years Services was carried out by 
Inspectors from the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills between September 2011 
and May 2012.  This pilot will inform the proactive approach being taken.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to improve the quality of the 
free Pre-School Year and, by extension, the quality of all early childhood care and education, 
through the implementation of standards and by reviewing training options for the workforce.  
This commitment has always been a key priority for me.  This is why my Department and I have 
been progressing work on Ireland’s first-ever Early Years Strategy and this why we have been 
working on a comprehensive Pre-School Quality Agenda. 

We have identified a number of key areas of action which I believe need to be considered 
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and addressed as a matter of urgency.  These include:

 - Introducing a registration system for all pre-school services 

 - Taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more robust

 - Publishing inspection reports on-line as soon as possible

 - Ensuring appropriate action is taken in response to findings of non-compliance

 - Increasing and widening the sanctions which can be taken for non-compliance. 

Registration of all childcare providers

Work is already under way in the Child and Family Services area of the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) to introduce a registration system for pre-school services.  I understand this sys-
tem will be in place for new services from the end of this year and will be phased in for existing 
services thereafter.  This is an important development because it will move services from the 
current position, where they are required to notify the Pre-School Inspectorate of their intention 
to open, to a requirement to be inspected and found satisfactory, before being permitted to open.  
All pre-school services are currently required to pay an annual fee to the HSE of between €40 
and €80.  I am looking at increasing this fee.  The additional funds raised will assist in improv-
ing inspection and supports for quality improvement. 

Publication of Inspection Reports

Parents will rightly demand and expect the highest standards and this will be a key factor in 
driving change in the sector.  Publishing inspection reports is an essential step in ensuring high 
standards and accountability. All new inspection reports will be made available on-line from 
the HSE as a matter of urgency.  All current inspection reports will be made available on-line 
in 2014.

Taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more robust

We are working on developing a more robust, consistent and regular inspection system.  
There has been a significant programme of work underway in the HSE over the past year to de-
velop a single, consistent national inspection service (as opposed to 37 different local systems).  
We propose moving to a position where there is consistent and assured national target rate for 
the frequency of inspection of pre-school services, while ensuring capacity for prioritisation 
based on risk assessment.  The HSE is currently reviewing the regional spread of inspectors 
with a view to identifying whether either additional resources or redeployment of existing in-
spectors is required to achieve this. 

Building on this work, officials of my Department and the Department of Education and 
Skills have been examining options to incrementally develop a more comprehensive and broad-
er-based inspection regime for pre-schools, moving away from a narrow focus on compliance, 
and leading to a greater focus on children’s outcomes, including educational development and 
child wellbeing.  This work is being informed by the findings of the recent Joint Pilot Inspection 
carried out in a small number of settings by Inspectors from the Health Service Executive and 
the Department of Education and Skills.

Ensuring appropriate action is taken in response to findings of non-compliance

We are working to ensure consistent action is taken in response to findings of non-compli-
ance. There must be a follow-through on inspections.  Clearly, services which are found to be in 
serious breach of the Regulations will face closure and prosecution.  It is proposed to develop a 
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protocol with the Pre-School Inspectorate which will take a calibrated approach and which will 
enable more decisive action to be taken in response to non-compliance.

Increased Sanctions for non-compliance

My Department will also be undertaking a review of the penalties currently in place for 
breach of the Child Care (No. 2) Regulations 2006, as provided for under the Child Care Act 
1991.  The review will look at increasing the range and severity of the existing penalties includ-
ing the actions which can be taken by Inspectors without recourse to court prosecution, as is 
currently the case.

13/06/2013WRW00950Preschool Services

13/06/2013WRW01000186. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has given any consideration to the call of the Association of Childhood Professionals for a 
standard childhood sector contract to be developed, which includes permanent contracts in 
preschools to improve continuity in the workplace and bring greater job security for staff; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28489/13]

13/06/2013WRW01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The employment 
of pre-school staff is a matter for each individual childcare service and therefore I do not have 
a role in this matter.  The question of development of standard childcare sector contracts is a 
matter for consideration by the sector itself.

13/06/2013WRW01150Child Care Qualifications

13/06/2013WRW01200187. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if con-
sideration has been given to establishing a national qualifications and registration system for all 
early years professionals; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28498/13]

13/06/2013WRW01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme introduced the first-ever requirement for mini-
mum qualifications for staff working in the childcare sector.  Under the programme, the pre-
school leader delivering the programme must hold a qualification in childcare/early education 
at a minimum of Level 5 on the National Framework of Qualifications of Ireland (NFQ), or an 
equivalent nationally-recognised qualification or a higher award in the childcare/early educa-
tion field.  A higher capitation rate is payable to services where all of the pre-school leaders hold 
a bachelor degree in childhood/early education (minimum of Level 7 on the NFQ) and have 
three years’ experience working in the sector, and where all of the pre-school assistants hold a 
relevant major award in childcare/early education at Level 5 on the NFQ.

I have indicated my intention to increase the qualification requirements for all staff working 
in pre-school services.  The minimum requirement of Level 5 for pre-school leaders delivering 
the pre-school year will be increased to Level 6.  In addition, all pre-school assistants, and all 
other staff caring for children in a pre-school service, will be subject to a minimum requirement 
of Level 5.  This requirement will be effective from September 2014 for new services, and from 
September 2015 for existing services.  My Department is currently examining measures to sup-
port training for childcare staff in line with the increased qualification requirements.

My Department holds information relating to the qualifications of staff currently deliver-
ing the pre-school year, and we are examining the possibility of extending this to a national 
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registration system.  Given the vast range of childcare qualifications and awarding authorities, 
including international awarding bodies, this will not be an easy task.  However, I agree with 
the Deputy that a national qualification and registration system for all early years profession-
als would be useful, and my Department will be liaising with the Early Years Education Unit, 
which is co-located within my Department, to determine the optimum means of building and 
maintaining such a register.

13/06/2013WRW01350After-School Support Services

13/06/2013WRW01400188. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
annual cost of providing a free after-school care place for all children aged between six to 12 
years old, three hours per day, five days a week for 38 weeks per year; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28501/13]

13/06/2013WRW01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As part of Bud-
get 2013 I, together with my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, was pleased to an-
nounce a new After-school Childcare initiative which will be targeted at low-income parents 
availing of employment opportunities.  Lack of access to affordable, quality childcare is a 
significant barrier to many low income and disadvantaged families seeking to avail of work op-
portunities. This initiative will provide an important support measure to enable parents to avail 
of job opportunities.  This is in line with the Government’s overall strategy to support parents 
of low income families to take up employment and demonstrates how Departments are work-
ing together to deliver the Government’s agenda on promoting employment and supporting 
children’s development.

The initiative is expected to receive full year funding of €14 million to provide over 6,000 
after-school places for children attending primary school in order to support parents to take up 
employment.  This funding has been made possible through savings from the Vote of the De-
partment of Social Protection. 

Eligibility for the new After-school Childcare programme is determined by the Department 
of Social Protection.  Officials from the Department of Social Protection and my Department 
are continuing in close collaboration on the operation of the programme.  The first pilot phase 
has commenced.  Up to 500 childcare places are available with Department of Social Protection 
local offices in Tralee, Mullingar, Dundalk, Cork City, Finglas, Kings Inn and Limerick City 
participating.  The second phase of the pilot will be rolled out in July, with the full roll-out of 
the programme in September 2013, to coincide with the new school year.   

As you know the emphasis in relation to all childcare support programmes is the delivery of 
easily accessible, affordable and quality childcare provision.  The pilot programme will assist 
both Departments in determining the procedural, quality and practical issues that require atten-
tion prior to the finalisation of the programme.  Detailed costings and possible permutations in 
relation to this level of service provision for the cohort in question have not been carried out 
by my Department.  However, every year Pobal conduct a survey on behalf of my Department 
which provides a detailed insight into the early years sector, based on those services that re-
ceive funding from my Department. According to the figures for 2012, the average cost for the 
provision of an after-school place was €71 per child per week.  Using this figure, 38 weeks of 
service provision as suggested and data from the 2011 Census indicating some 504,000 children 
attending primary school (aged from 5 to 12), the cost of after school provision, as outlined by 
the Deputy, would be in excess of €1.36 billion annually.
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13/06/2013WRW01550Tobacco Control Measures

13/06/2013WRW01600189. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health when the regulatory impact 
analysis, including the cost benefit assessment, will be completed of the proposal for plain 
packaging in the tobacco industry; if there will be public consultation; and the Departments that 
will be involved in the consultation process.  [28426/13]

13/06/2013WRW01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In line with the Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment Guidelines (RIA) published by the Department of the Taoiseach, my Department will be 
undertaking a Regulatory Impact Analysis on the proposed legislation for the introduction of 
standardised packaging for tobacco products.  As the Deputy will be aware consultation is an 
integral part of the RIA process.  The RIA process is an on-going one and as such the RIA is 
updated throughout the legislative development process.

13/06/2013WRX00150Tobacco Control Measures

13/06/2013WRX00200190. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health his views on the proposal for 
plain packaging in the tobacco industry; and his views on whether there will be an impact on 
the retail business.  [28427/13]

13/06/2013WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy is aware approximately 5,200 
people die every year from tobacco related diseases.  My aim as Minister for Health is to put in 
place measures which will have the effect of reducing the number of people currently smoking 
and, in particular, reducing the number of children and young people who start to smoke.  The 
proposal to develop legislation introducing standardised packaging for tobacco products, as ap-
proved by Government, is just one of a number of measures which will assist in achieving that 
aim.  This legislative proposal, along with a number of other measures, which will be set out 
in a new tobacco policy which will be put before Government for approval in the near future.

In relation to the impact on the retail sector, the costs, benefits and impacts of this proposal 
will be included in the Regulatory Impact Analysis to be undertaken by my Department. How-
ever, it should be stated that the retail sector has played a significant and positive role over the 
past number of years in many tobacco control measures, e.g. tobacco advertising, point of sale 
display bans and prohibition of the sale of tobacco to those under 18 years.  I look forward to 
working constructively with it in relation to this measure and other measures into the future in 
order to reduce the number of deaths from tobacco related diseases. 

13/06/2013WRX00350Proposed Legislation

13/06/2013WRX00400191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the Private 
Members’ Bill setting aside the statute bar for survivors of symphysiotomy is expedited; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [28428/13]

13/06/2013WRX00450192. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will set aside the statute 
bar for survivors of symphysiotomy (details supplied). [28522/13]

13/06/2013WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 and 192 
together.

The Private Members Bill in question has been referred to the Select Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality for attention. My officials will provide any necessary supports required 
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from my Department to progress this legislation through Committee Stage.

13/06/2013WRX00650HSE Funding

13/06/2013WRX00800193. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health the reason funding for a residential 
assessment and placement with NUA Healthcare has been refused (details supplied) [28412/13]

13/06/2013WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRX00950Hospital Transfers

13/06/2013WRX01000194. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position on a transfer to 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin, in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway  [28416/13]

13/06/2013WRX01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRX01150Nursing Staff Provision

13/06/2013WRX01200195. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason no nursing posts have 
been allocated to County Cork with the primary care funding, despite the recent reductions in 
staffing and the increase in population in the county, while Wexford has been allocated 20.5 
nursing posts from this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28422/13]

13/06/2013WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): An allocation of 
€20 million is set aside in the HSE’s 2013 National Service Plan for approximately 250 Primary 
Care posts to strengthen primary care services.  The posts will be filled using the Resource Al-
location model, based on deprivation and need, which was developed by the HSE’s National 
Primary Care Office and Health Intelligence Unit.  Using this model, the HSE completed a de-
tailed analysis of the numbers and distribution of public health nurses, registered general nurs-
es, occupational therapists, physiotherapists and speech and language therapists.  The analysis 
revealed considerable variation across the 17 Integrated Service Areas in ratios of health care 
professionals to population, and to population numbers in areas of high deprivation.  Based on 
this analysis, it proposed that the following additional posts be recruited to Primary Care Teams:

- 70 Public Health Nurses;

- 37 Registered General Nurses;

- 51 Occupational Therapists;

- 46 Physiotherapists; 

- 47 Speech & Language Therapists.

The recruitment process has commenced and it is the intention to have these posts filled as 
soon as possible in 2013.
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The HSE has been asked to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the allocation of 
posts to the specific areas highlighted by the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRX01350Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

13/06/2013WRX01400196. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when a person in (details supplied) 
County Galway will receive orthotic footwear; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28429/13]

13/06/2013WRX01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRX01550Services for People with Disabilities

13/06/2013WRX01600197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 534 of 5 March 2013, the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22 has not 
received their assessment for autism from the Health Service Executive in Dublin. [28430/13]

13/06/2013WRX01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRY00150HSE Correspondence

13/06/2013WRY00200198. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 596 of 14 May 2013 the reason the Health Service Executive has not issued a response; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28432/13]

13/06/2013WRY00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I understand that the HSE issued a reply to the Deputy on 28 May 2013. 

13/06/2013WRY00350HSE Expenditure

13/06/2013WRY00400199. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the amount that has been spent 
on the outsourcing of external maintenance works on a yearly basis in the previous three years; 
and if consideration is being given to recruiting in-house for the provision of services in Kerry 
General Hospital.  [28434/13]

13/06/2013WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/06/2013WRY00550Health Services Staff Recruitment

13/06/2013WRY00600200. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will appoint additional psy-
chologists to address the waiting lists for children with autism in County Kerry, particularly for 
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children in the age bracket of six years and over who are waiting the longest; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [28444/13]

13/06/2013WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have asked officials in my Department to 
compile this information.  When this information is compiled, I will forward it to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRY00750Hospital Staff Recruitment

13/06/2013WRY00800201. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when the rheumatoid specialists 
will be appointed to Kerry General Hospital in view of the fact that there is immediate urgency 
owing to increasing demand by patients in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28446/13]

13/06/2013WRY00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/06/2013WRY00950Nursing Home Services

13/06/2013WRY01000202. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he and his officials will meet a 
delegation from a home (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28448/13]

13/06/2013WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The introduc-
tion of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme in October 2009 fundamentally changed the way 
in which long-term nursing home care is funded and, consequently, the way in which nursing 
homes are funded. 

In the past, some nursing homes would have been allocated a lump sum annually by the 
HSE.  However, the new scheme supports the individuals in need of long-term nursing home 
care, not the facilities providing the care. It is designed to ensure that nursing homes are not 
being funded for empty beds.  

In order to be an approved nursing home for the purposes of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme all private nursing homes, and voluntary nursing homes which previously received 
funding for long-term residential care under section 39 of the Health Act 2004, must negoti-
ate and agree a price for the cost of long-term nursing home care with the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF).  This is necessary due to the commitment by the State to meet the full 
balance of the cost of care over and above individuals’ contributions.

The NTPF is independent in the performance of this function and, in carrying it out, must 
ensure value for money for both the individual and the State.  The NTPF negotiates with each 
nursing home individually and may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part 
of the process.

If price negotiations break down,  a three stage review process can be invoked.  Details of 
the process are set out on the NTPF website. 

Given the independence of the NTPF, the Minister for Health cannot intervene in the ne-
gotiations between it and the nursing home referred to by the Deputy.  Furthermore, the HSE 
cannot provide funding for long-term residential care services to nursing homes through any 
mechanism other than the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. 
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Finally, the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is currently being reviewed.  One of the terms 
of reference of the review is an examination of the overall cost of long term residential care in 
public and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of the current methods of negotiating/
setting prices.  Work will continue on the review in the coming months with a view to comple-
tion by end 2013/early 2014.  

13/06/2013WRY01150Health Services Issues

13/06/2013WRY01200203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Dublin has not yet received a mental health assessment; and when this 
person will be assessed.  [28451/13]

13/06/2013WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/06/2013WRY01350Cancer Screening Programme

13/06/2013WRY01400204. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on his 
plans to roll out bowel cancer screening throughout the country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28452/13]

13/06/2013WRY01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Bowel Screening Programme 
(BowelScreen) commenced in November 2012 and is being introduced on a phased basis to 
men and women between the ages of 60-69 years.  When fully implemented the programme 
will offer free screening to men and women aged 55-74 every two years.   The screening test, 
known as a Faecal Immunochemical Test (FIT), is a home based test and approximately 94 to 
95 per cent of people will receive a normal result and will be invited for routine screening again 
in two years time. A small number, in the region of five to six per cent, will receive a not normal 
result and will require an additional test.  They will be referred for a colonoscopy to a Screening 
Colonoscopy Unit within a hospital contracted by the HSE National Cancer Screening Service 
(NCSS) for provision of this service.

The accredited screening colonoscopy units provide good geographic coverage and are ap-
propriate for the invited population to date.  The programme is being rolled-out on a phased 
basis and is providing screening colonoscopies as required.  The programme will be expanded 
over time until the full 55-74 age group is reached, at which stage once a person becomes a part 
of the programme they may be a participant for up to 19 years.  Information resources available 
include a Freephone information line, leaflets and website.

13/06/2013WRY01550Health Services Provision

13/06/2013WRY01600205. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the inclusion 
of the Health Service Executive national asthma programme in the 2014 plan.  [28455/13]

13/06/2013WRY01700223. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will include the national 
asthma programme in the 2014 Health Service Executive Service plan, as asthma affects more 
than one in ten of the population (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [28561/13]

13/06/2013WRY01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 205 and 223 together.

The National Clinical Programme for Asthma, which commenced in 2011, is one of a num-
ber of chronic disease programmes established in the HSE’s Clinical Care Directorate aimed 
at bringing a systematic approach to changes in how services for patients are delivered.  The 
HSE’s 2013 National Service Plan is a high level document which is underpinned by a detailed 
operational plan and four regional plans.  Whereas the National Clinical Programme for Asthma 
is not mentioned in the National Service Plan, it is included in the Operational Plan.  Implemen-
tation of the programme is ongoing and will continue in 2014.  To date, different work streams 
of the National Clinical Programme for Asthma have resulted in the following initiatives:

-  The preparation of a Model of Care – this is currently in development.

-  The establishment of Asthma Check (Chronic Disease Watch Asthma – structured review) 
- this has been submitted to the Irish College of General Practitioners (ICGP) for review.

-  The preparation of Acute Emergency Asthma Guidelines for Adults - this has been sub-
mitted to the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) for review and feedback.

-  The preparation of Acute Emergency Asthma Guidelines for Paediatrics – these have been 
completed.

-  Asthma Control in General Practice – these guidelines have been signed off by ICGP and 
are being implemented.

-  Asthma Educational Programme – this is available online at www. hseland.ie.

-  Practical workshops have been delivered locally by Clinical Nurse Specialists to nurses 
in Primary and Secondary Care.

Nurses and other health professionals have been enrolled in an asthma education module.  
This education module is based on the National Asthma guidelines.  This supports healthcare 
staff in the delivery of evidenced based care and education for patients.  In partnership with the 
Asthma Society, patient information documents have been developed to support this initiative.

13/06/2013WRZ00050Mobility Allowance Payments

13/06/2013WRZ00100206. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a tim-
escale for when he will inform those on mobility grants what will replace their payments when 
they end this month; if he will ensure his commitment that an alternative payment will remain 
in place for those with disabilities; if this will be done in a timely and dignified manner in order 
that persons will be able to make arrangements to minimise unduly interruption in their daily 
lives.  [28470/13]

13/06/2013WRZ00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided yesterday to extend payments of Mobility Allowance to those currently in receipt 
for a further number of months, pending establishment of new statutory provisions to support 
the mobility needs of people with severe disabilities.  The Government is very conscious of the 
needs of people with a disability who have relied on individual payments of Mobility Allow-
ance to support their independence and will take all of this into consideration when making a 
decision on future arrangements. 

Following detailed consideration of the Interim Report of the Review Group the Govern-
ment has decided that new statutory provisions will be established to provide individual pay-
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ments to people with severe disabilities who require additional income to address the costs of 
their mobility needs.  The Government has agreed that an inter-departmental group, chaired by 
the Department of the Taoiseach, will now be asked to develop detailed proposals for the op-
eration of the new scheme or schemes, including eligibility criteria and administrative arrange-
ments, and should report back to Government by October.

The Government has agreed that payments should temporarily continue to be made by the 
HSE to those persons currently in receipt of the Mobility Allowance for a further number of 
months, pending the commencement of new statutory provisions, on the basis that this would 
prevent hardship, and, on an interim basis, alleviate stress, anxiety and uncertainty among a 
vulnerable group in society.

The existing position regarding the Motorised Transport Grant remains as before, i.e. the 
scheme remains closed.  The inter-departmental group will examine this issue as part of its con-
siderations of how future statutory arrangements should operate.

13/06/2013WRZ00250Hospitals Policy

13/06/2013WRZ00300207. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Ser-
vice Executive is engaged in a policy of removing all religious artefacts from hospitals; the 
origins of this policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28479/13]

13/06/2013WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/06/2013WRZ00450Medical Card Applications

13/06/2013WRZ00500208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position on a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28480/13]

13/06/2013WRZ00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

13/06/2013WRZ00650National Dementia Strategy Implementation

13/06/2013WRZ00700209. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the national 
dementia strategy is published with an implementation plan, clearly defined leadership and 
lines of accountability, that timely diagnosis and cost effective post-diagnostic early interven-
tions are core elements of the strategy, that there will be a commitment to enhancing the provi-
sion of education and community based support and service for carers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28499/13]

13/06/2013WRZ00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): It is estimated 
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that there are currently 41,000 people with dementia in Ireland.  This number is expected to rise 
to between 141,000 and 147,000 by 2041.  Given this increase in numbers, the Programme for 
Government contains a commitment to Develop a national Alzheimer’s and other dementias’ 
strategy by 2013.  A significant amount of preparatory work has already been completed.  A 
research review funded by the Atlantic Philanthropies to lay the foundations for the Strategy, 
titled Creating Excellence in Dementia Care, A Research Review for Ireland’s National De-
mentia Strategy was published in January 2012.  A public consultation process to inform the 
development of the Strategy was conducted in 2012 and a report of same published on the De-
partment’s website in February 2013.

A Working Group, representative of key stakeholders from the Department, the HSE, the 
medical profession and the community and voluntary sector has been established.  Representa-
tives of other organisations/professional bodies etc. will be invited as needed to present to the 
Working Group either in person or in writing.  The first meeting of this Group took place in 
May.

In taking account of the Goals and Objectives of the National Carers’ Strategy and Ireland’s 
recently published Health and Well-being Strategy and National Positive Ageing Strategy, the 
National Dementia Strategy will recognise that for those with dementia as well as for others, 
well-being is a multi-dimensional concept that is determined not only by health services but 
by a range of interconnected social, economic and environmental factors.  As indicated in the 
Programme for Government, the purpose of the Strategy will be:

- to increase awareness

- ensure early diagnosis and intervention and

- ensure development of enhanced community based services.

While the development of the Strategy is taking place during a period of very challenging 
financial circumstances and will therefore have to have due regard to the constraints imposed 
by the budgetary situation, it is intended that the National Dementia Strategy will be a transfor-
mative Strategy.  It will have a very practical focus, will be action oriented and will focus on 
what can be done to make a difference to the lives of people with dementia.  It will ensure that 
changes in work practices, processes and realignment of resources can deliver real results.  It is 
intended that a draft of the Strategy will be completed by the end of 2013. 

13/06/2013WRZ00850Mental Health Services Provision

13/06/2013WRZ00900210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the cost of resourcing the 
current child and adolescent mental health teams at their current levels of staffing; the estimated 
cost for 2013 in total if all of the current teams had their full complement of health and social 
services professionals employed; the same information for 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28502/13]

13/06/2013WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/06/2013WRZ01050Medical Card Eligibility

13/06/2013WRZ01100211. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if will estimate the cost of 
extending full medical card cover to all children who currently hold a general practitioner visit 
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card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28503/13]

13/06/2013WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Acts medical cards and GP visit cards are provided to persons primarily by 
reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the applicant and his or her 
partner and dependants.  There are no plans to extend full medical card cover to holders of GP 
Visit Cards, irrespective of the age of the holder.  The estimated cost of such an extension  for 
children under 16 years would be in excess of €30 million.

13/06/2013WRZ01250Hospital Appointments Administration

13/06/2013WRZ01300212. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an urgent ap-
pointment with the audiology department, Health Service Executive, Edwards Court, County 
Kerry, for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28515/13]

13/06/2013WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss and prescribes hearing aids as required.  Appointments for the audi-
ology service are sent in a strict chronology according to clinical priorities and date of receipt 
of referral.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to 
reply to him as soon as possible.

13/06/2013WRZ01450Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

13/06/2013WRZ01500213. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an insulin pump will be 
provided for a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in view of 
the urgent need for the pump for the long-term well-being of the person; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28528/13]

13/06/2013WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/06/2013WRAA00150Health Services Issues

13/06/2013WRAA00200214. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to ensure 
24-7 nursing cover on Inisturk Island, County Mayo, in fulfilment of an earlier undertaking 
given; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28535/13]

13/06/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/06/2013WRAA00350Care of the Elderly

13/06/2013WRAA00400215. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will review a submission that 
articulates the local views of a critically important sector in health care services here (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28544/13]
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13/06/2013WRAA00500216. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will review a submission that 
articulates the national views of a critically important sector in health care services here (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28545/13]

13/06/2013WRAA00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 215 and 216 together.

I refer the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 674 of 28 May 2013. 

13/06/2013WRAA00650Mental Health Services Provision

13/06/2013WRAA00700217. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
being treated for depression, anxiety and stress; the direction that is taken for treatment when a 
diagnosis is made; if he will provide the same information on patients between the ages of 18 
and 25 years; if he will outline the guidelines pertaining to the management of these patients; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28551/13]

13/06/2013WRAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/06/2013WRAA00850Mental Health Services Provision

13/06/2013WRAA00900218. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the mental health ser-
vices in the Health Service Executive Dublin North East area for 16 to 18 year olds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [28552/13]

13/06/2013WRAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/06/2013WRAA01050Mental Health Services Provision

13/06/2013WRAA01100219. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric 
patients who have been moved from psychiatric hospitals to community care settings since 
2006, when A Vision for Change was published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28553/13]

13/06/2013WRAA01200220. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who are 
still in psychiatric institutional care; the reasons for this; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28554/13]

13/06/2013WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 219 and 220 together.

Data on the number of psychiatric patients who have moved from psychiatric hospitals 
to community care is not collected.  Where necessary, care and treatment for such patients is 
mostly provided in the community through a variety of services including community mental 
health services, day hospitals, day centres and through home based treatment teams.  Many 
other patients requiring mental health services outside the acute setting are accommodated in a 
variety of low, medium and high support hostels.  There are approximately 2,790 beds in those 
settings.  However, the latter groups do not necessarily come from discharges from the acute 
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services. 

The number of patents discharged from psychiatric units and hospitals during the period 
2006-2011 is set out below:

Year Number of Discharges
2006 20,098
2007 20,498
2008 20,603
2009 20,213
2010 19,614
2011 18,968
The data for 2012 is not yet available.

Significant progress has been made in closing the old traditional psychiatric hospitals and 
providing modern acute in-patient facilities in line with A Vision for Change.  Progress has also 
been made in providing appropriate alternative continuing care accommodation for those ser-
vice users who require such accommodation.

There continues to be a reduction in the bed capacity in the older psychiatric hospitals with 
394 beds at the start of 2013 compared to 1,352 beds in such premises at the end of 2009.  The 
HSE’s Service Plan 2013 commits to continuing to rationalise adult in-patient and continuing 
care provision in line with A Vision for Change   and the reduction of a minimum of 102 acute 
in-patient beds by end 2013.  In addition, there has been considerable decline in the number of 
patients resident in Irish psychiatric units and hospitals over recent years.  A Census conducted 
by the Health Research Board on Irish Psychiatric Hospitals and Units shows that the number 
of patients in psychiatric hospitals and units on 31st March 2010 was 2,812 compared to 3,398 
in 2006.

13/06/2013WRAA01350Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

13/06/2013WRAA01400221. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his views on the decision by the 
National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics to refuse to recommend funding for Pirfenidone; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28558/13]

13/06/2013WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has 
received an application for the inclusion of pirfenidone in the GMS and community drugs 
schemes.  The application is being considered in line with the procedures and timescales agreed 
last year by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines.  In accordance with these procedures, 
the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharmacoeconomic evalua-
tion of pirfenidone and concluded that, at the submitted price, pirfenidone is not cost-effective 
for the treatment of patients with mild to moderate idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. The report 
is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie). The NCPE report is an important input to 
assist decision making and informs further discussions between the HSE and the manufacturer 
of the drug.

The HSE has had negotiations with Intermune (the manufacturer of pirfenidone) in relation 
to the pricing of pirfenidone and is examining an offer made by Intermune. The offer will be 
assessed in the context of the procedures for the assessment of new medicines as per the 2012 
agreement between IPHA, the HSE and the Department of Health. 
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The HSE is carefully considering all the issues which arise in relation to the proposed ben-
efits and costs of this medicine and expects to reach a decision in the near future.

13/06/2013WRBB00150Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

13/06/2013WRBB00200222. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the implementation plan for the national neuro-rehabilitation policy; the availability of special-
ist neuro-rehabilitation services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28560/13]

13/06/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The aim of 
neuro-rehabilitation is to enable the person to achieve the highest possible level of indepen-
dence.  Desired outcomes range from a return to full independence in social and work situations 
to a person requiring long-term support and care but with a higher level of independence than in 
the absence of neuro-rehabilitation.  Current services available include acute hospital services; 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multidisciplinary community services; long-term assisted 
living supports; and rehabilitative training services.  These services are provided directly by the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.

The Department of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) have developed and 
published the “National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Ser-
vices in Ireland 2011 - 2015”.  In addition, the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine 
Programme within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate. The Report is the over-
arching policy on neuro-rehabilitation services and includes proposals for a framework for 
the future of neuro-rehabilitation services in Ireland, including key elements such as guiding 
principles; implementation structure; methodology for implementation; and information and 
communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.  The key priority 
areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 2013 are to map and develop 
Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks; implement the model of care for rehabili-
tation services within the networks with a focus on community rehabilitation.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the HSE’s 
National Disability Unit as part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation 
of the Report. The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the 
Report into its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and 
spoke” model for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive 
model for the continuation of such service into the community. This co-operation will continue 
in 2013.

  Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 205.

13/06/2013WRBB00450Generic Drugs Substitution

13/06/2013WRBB00500224. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position on generic substi-
tution when the least expensive substitute medicine is unavailable to a particular pharmacist; 
and if he will clarify in these circumstances if a top-up fee will apply to medical card holders 
in respect of the more expensive substitute medicines available to the pharmacist.  [28570/13]
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13/06/2013WRBB00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): It is a matter for 
each pharmacy to determine what medicines it holds in stock. Currently if a patient has a pre-
scription specifying a branded medicine, they will receive that branded medicine from the phar-
macist.  If a pharmacy does not have a particular medicine in stock the patient may request the 
pharmacy to order the medicine or alternatively seek the medicine in question from another 
pharmacy.

The provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 relating to the 
substitution of interchangeable medicines and reference pricing are expected to be commenced 
shortly. The Act enables patients to opt for lower cost interchangeable medicines. In general 
terms, when a pharmacist is presented with a prescription for an interchangeable medicine, 
which is not the subject of a clinical exemption, the pharmacist is obliged to offer the patient the 
opportunity to agree to substituting the prescribed product with an interchangeable medicine 
which is in stock in the pharmacy and is of lower cost to the patient or the HSE, as the case may 
be. The patient may either accept the interchangeable medicine offered by the pharmacist or opt 
to receive the branded interchangeable medicine where prescribed. Alternatively, the patient 
may opt to go to a different pharmacy to receive a less expensive interchangeable medicine. 

The Act also allows the HSE to set a reference price for groups of interchangeable medi-
cines. Medical card holders will only face an additional charge where a reference price has been 
set for a group of interchangeable medicines and the medicine dispensed is priced higher than 
the reference price and is not the subject of a clinical exemption. It is expected that all phar-
macies supplying items to patients under the GMS and community drugs schemes will have 
products available at or lower than the reference price and therefore patients will not incur any 
unavoidable costs under this legislation. 

Under the Act, when the HSE sets a reference price for a group of interchangeable medi-
cines, pharmacists must be given four weeks’ notice before the reference price takes effect. If 
a pharmacy does not have a medicine available at or below the reference price the patient may 
request the pharmacy to order a suitable medicine or alternatively seek a lower cost medicine 
from another pharmacy.

13/06/2013WRBB00650Hospital Admissions

13/06/2013WRBB00700225. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of asthma related 
admissions to hospital emergency departments in each of the past five years.  [28573/13]

13/06/2013WRBB00800226. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the cost of asthma related ad-
missions to hospital in each of the past five years.  [28574/13]

13/06/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 225 and 226 
together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

13/06/2013WRBB00950Nursing Home Services

13/06/2013WRBB01000227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when chiropathy services 
will be restored to the day-care centre at St. Brigid’s Nursing Home, Crooksling, County Dub-
lin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28613/13]
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13/06/2013WRBB01100228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a full 
evaluation of the potential at St. Brigid’s Nursing Home, Crooksling, County Dublin, has been 
carried out with a view to maximisation of scale and extent of services there, including the 
utilisation of all existing buildings, with the objective of achieving economies of scale in line 
with best practice and the provision of the widest possible extent of services for a maximum 
of 120 patients, as previously provided at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28614/13]

13/06/2013WRBB01200229. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his preferred options for the 
further and future development and extension of services at St. Brigid’s Hospital, Crooksling, 
County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28615/13]

13/06/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 227 to 229, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

13/06/2013WRCC00150Medical Card Applications

13/06/2013WRCC00200230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position on the issue 
of a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28616/13]

13/06/2013WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

13/06/2013WRCC00350Parking Regulations

13/06/2013WRCC00400231. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider extending the disabled parking places for the benefit of those reliant on them in cir-
cumstances where mothers with disabled children have difficulty in getting rollators and asso-
ciated equipment open in such confined spaces; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28415/13]

13/06/2013WRCC00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In 2010 my De-
partment conducted a review of the disabled parking scheme.  Among other recommendations, 
the review argued for an increase in the dimensions of disabled parking bays.  These were 
already larger than standard parking bays, due to the need to take account of the difficulties 
which people with disabilities might have in entering and exiting vehicles, in particular where 
wheelchairs or other mobility aids might have to be disembarked.    

I introduced some of the recommendations of the 2010 review shortly after entering office 
in 2011.  The recommendations on change in dimensions of parking bays, however, were part of 
a more comprehensive revision of traffic signs regulations, which took longer to complete.  The 
changes to disabled parking bays can be found in Regulation 29(b) of the Road Traffic (Signs) 
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(Amendment) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 331 of 2012).

I remain open to reconsidering the dimensions of these bays in future should that prove 
necessary.  

13/06/2013WRCC00550Local Authority Funding

13/06/2013WRCC00600232. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline, in tabular form on a council basis, the amount a number of local authorities (details sup-
plied) will be receiving as part of the additional €50 million that has been committed as part of 
the investing in infrastructure and jobs plan that was announced on 5 June 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28449/13]

13/06/2013WRCC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The additional al-
locations being provided for works on regional and local roads are outlined in the table below: 

County Council Additional Allocation
Carlow 601,674 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 505,527 
Kildare 1,356,738 
Wexford 1,846,292 
Wicklow 1,073,272 

13/06/2013WRCC00750Stadium Projects

13/06/2013WRCC00800233. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he or 
his Department were approached in the past two years by the Football Association of Ireland 
regarding assistance, financial or otherwise, with its debt repayments on the Aviva Stadium, 
Lansdowne Road in Dublin; if meetings between the FAI and his officials have taken place in 
the past two years at which the debt repayments on the stadium were discussed; if any sort or 
form of solidarity payment was sought by the FAI from his Department or associated bodies 
under the aegis of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28456/13]

13/06/2013WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): There have been no approaches by the FAI to me, Minister Varadkar, officials in the De-
partment or the Irish Sports Council concerning the issues raised by the Deputy.  Neither have 
these issues been raised at any meetings at Ministerial, Official or Sports Council level.

13/06/2013WRCC00950Road Tolls

13/06/2013WRCC01000234. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a road 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow will be tolled; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28460/13]

13/06/2013WRCC01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are no 
plans to toll this road.

13/06/2013WRCC01150Road Maintenance
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13/06/2013WRCC01200235. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide funding for the upkeep of class 3 roads in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28491/13]

13/06/2013WRCC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.   

I announced €350 million in regional and local road grants in January this year.  More 
recently, I announced an additional €50 million for regional and local roads under the Govern-
ment’s Infrastructure Investment Plan, bringing the total funding available for regional and lo-
cal roads in 2013 to just over €400 million.

As you know the initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded from State grants 
is a matter for the Council.  It is open to local authorities to fund works on Class 3 roads from 
their Discretionary Grant.  County Councils have also been offered more flexibility in their 
regional and local road grants whereby they have the opportunity to use up to 30% of their 
Restoration Improvement Grant and reallocate it to their Discretionary Grant should they wish 
to do so.  

Included in this overall allocation to local authorities is funding of over €8.2 million in 
2013 allocated towards the Community Involvement Scheme for works on lesser trafficked 
local roads.  It is also important to re-iterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and 
local roads is to supplement Councils like Sligo and Leitrim County Councils in their spending 
in this area.  

13/06/2013WRCC01350Departmental Funding

13/06/2013WRCC01400236. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 91 of 7 April 2011, if he will support the development of the Irish 
Cultural/GAA Museum at Fitzgerald stadium, Killarney, County Kerry; if he acknowledges the 
potential this multi-million project has for tourism in County Kerry; if he will request Fáilte 
Ireland to support and provide funding for this important project in 2013 that has the potential 
to be one of Ireland’s greatest tourist attractions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28523/13]

13/06/2013WRCC01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

13/06/2013WRCC01550Public Transport Initiatives

13/06/2013WRCC01600237. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the public transport walking initiative concept; his views on the ini-
tiative; the interaction which the promoters have had with his Department and the support that 
may be available for the initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28555/13]

13/06/2013WRCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): A copy of the proposal has been received by my Department and I note that it is sup-
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ported by a number of Deputies.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.


