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        Questions Nos. 1 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 15 to 51, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 52 to 59, inclusive, answered orally.

11/06/2013WRA00550Post Office Network

11/06/2013WRA0060060. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the steps being taken to support the maintenance of the post office network; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27786/13]

11/06/2013WRA00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Operational matters and the role of developing commercial strategies for the post office net-
work are a matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no statu-
tory function. As shareholder, however, I have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing com-
mercial position of the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.

An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country.  I have im-
pressed on the Company the need to further exploit its unique position in this regard and have 
been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range of com-
mercial contracts offering higher margins.  I am also, however, conscious that An Post faces a 
difficult financial position.  The efforts by the Company to generate new income streams are 
most welcome.  Equally, An Post must ensure that it has a competitive costbase.  In this context, 
I recognise the efforts of the Company, in co-operation with its workforce to ensure constraint 
in operating costs, especially payroll which is such a major component of the Company’s fixed 
costs.

I recently addressed the annual conference of the Irish Postmasters’ Union and emphasised 
the intrinsic strengths of the network and the opportunities for new developments.  Having in-
vested in the computerisation of all post offices, An Post is well positioned to become the front 
office provider of choice for Government and the financial services sector.

I welcome the Joint Oireachtas Committee’s ‘Report on Promoting a Sustainable Future for 
the Post Office Network’.  I have read and considered this report and found it both positive and 
ambitious.

An Post has made much progress towards diversification with its enhanced arrangement 
with AIB and its agreement with Aviva for the transfer of Aviva Ireland’s branch offices person-
al insurance business book to One Direct.  Recently the opportunity to pay the local property 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



11 June 2013

102

tax via An Post outlets was secured.

In the context of the public sector transformation agenda I will continue to engage with my 
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as ap-
propriate, of the post office network for transactional elements of the business of Government 
Departments and Agencies and have stressed to my Government colleagues that the network is 
ideally configured for over the counter transactions.  Overall, it is Government policy that An 
Post remains a strong and viable company, in a position to provide a high quality, nationwide 
postal service and maintain a nationwide customer focused network of post offices.

11/06/2013WRA00750Renewable Energy Projects

11/06/2013WRA0080061. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will give details of the State investment in the Mount Lucas wind farm project, 
County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26706/13]

11/06/2013WRA00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):    
The wind farm project currently under construction at Mount Lucas, Daingean, County Of-
faly, is a commercial development being progressed by Bord na Móna.  The financing of the 
project on a commercial basis is an operational matter for the company.  The project has not 
received any direct Exchequer support.  The development of the Mount Lucas project is a key 
component of Bord na Móna’s diversification and growth strategy and represents a very sub-
stantial investment by Bord na Móna in the renewable sector.  The Mount Lucas project is also 
important in demonstrating the potential which the Midlands holds for the future generation of 
renewable power.

The potential for job creation in renewable power generation is an important factor in Bord 
na Móna’s transitioning away from dependence on the declining market for peat and towards 
a more sustainable future for the company.  The project, which is currently under construction, 
is supporting approximately 100 to 150 jobs.  The project will support a further 12 long term 
jobs when the wind farm is in full commercial operation, which is expected to be in June 2014. 

Bord na Móna recently received approval for acceptance of the Mount Lucas project into 
the Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff, REFIT 2, which is the primary support mechanism for 
renewable electricity.  The REFIT scheme is designed to provide certainty to renewable elec-
tricity generators by providing them with a minimum floor price for each unit of electricity 
exported to the grid over a 15 year period.  The REFIT Scheme is open to all prospective gen-
erators, whether private sector or commercial State companies.

11/06/2013WRA00950National Digital Strategy Implementation

11/06/2013WRA0100062. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the impact the EU e-commerce action plan will have here; his views on the proportion 
of Irish on-line sales which go to non-domestic retailers; the way he will assist small businesses 
to sell more goods on-line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27842/13]

11/06/2013WRA01100505. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on whether Irish firms are not yet fully exploiting the potential of online 
commerce; the way the situation can be improved; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24420/13]
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11/06/2013WRA01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 505 together.

There are a range of measures in the EU Commission’s e-Commerce Action Plan 2012-
2015 and these span the areas of responsibility of a number of Departments.

I welcome the focus in the plan on practical actions that will provide more clarity for those 
trading in the online single market.  In particular I believe measures that provide guidance and 
training for online traders will assist them in providing the levels of service expected by online 
consumers - which will be beneficial to traders and consumers alike.

In Ireland, Irish consumers spend almost €4bn per annum online - with most of that spend 
going offshore.  Most small businesses in Ireland do not trade online.  The proportion of SMEs 
trading online is estimated to be as low as 23%.

That means many small Irish businesses are being missed by consumers when they go on-
line to source products and services.  Those not trading online are also missing out on the op-
portunity of markets and customers abroad.

That is why we will be focusing in the forthcoming National Digital Strategy on encourag-
ing and assisting more small businesses to do more online and ultimately to trade online.  To 
address this, a set of integrated actions have been identified in the National Digital Strategy 
and the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs.  The objective is to encourage more Irish-based small and 
medium businesses to become active on-line over the next two years.

As a first step towards this objective we will pilot a voucher scheme that will provide up-
front funding for small businesses to help them develop an online trading platform.  Beyond 
the pilot it will be our objective to roll out the scheme nationally aiming to get some 2,000 
small businesses trading online over a 12 month period. To add impetus to NDS objectives I ap-
pointed David Puttnam as our first national Digital Champion.  Working with the Department, 
he will be engaging with the various sectors – including industry - over the coming months, 
with a view to driving the digital agenda and specifically pursuing some key goals that will be 
set out in the National Digital Strategy.

11/06/2013WRA01250National Broadband Plan Implementation

11/06/2013WRA0130063. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the degree to which modern high speed broadband is likely to become available 
in all areas throughout the country in the short and medium term with particular reference to 
those areas currently experiencing inadequate, inferior or intermittent service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27354/13]

11/06/2013WRA01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of 30Mbps are 
available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, 
and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.  

The Plan aims to deliver high speed broadband to all parts of Ireland through two principal 
means: (a) by providing a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and in-
centivising commercial investment, and (b) by providing a State-led investment for areas where 
it is not commercial for the market to invest.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments 
by the commercial sector are underway in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband 
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services.  There is evidence that industry is investing beyond the targets to which they com-
mitted in the Plan with investments of up to €1bn underway. ComReg has put in place a new 
regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and for service bundles, both of which 
are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service providers.  ComReg’s multiband 
spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the rollout of advanced mobile broad-
band services.

Some of the key developments in the short and medium term are as follows:

- eircom launched its next generation broadband services on 16th   May last, with speeds of 
up to 70Mbps, immediately available to over 300,000 premises.  By the end of this year, eircom 
aims to reach more than 600,000 homes and businesses. It has a target to pass 1.2m premises 
by June 2015;

- UPC is continuing with its investment in the cable network, which should see 750,000 
homes able to access services at data speeds of at least 150 Mbps by 2015;

- Other fixed operators also continue to invest in Local Loop Unbundling (LLU). BT Ireland 
now supplies broadband access to both Vodafone and Sky Ireland, and along with other opera-
tors, is also investing in fixed infrastructure;

- Mobile wireless operators are making plans for the rollout of 4G services later this year. 
The operators are obliged, under the terms of the licences, to cover 70% of the population;

- ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its distribution network to rollout 
fibre broadband services.

In tandem with these commercial developments, intensive work is underway in my Depart-
ment to progress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next genera-
tion broadband access.  In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process 
must be designed and EU State Aids approval must be obtained. A comprehensive mapping 
exercise of the current and anticipated investment by the commercial sector is being under-
taken to identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed 
broadband services over the coming years. The results of this mapping exercise will inform the 
level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that need to be targeted in 
the State-led investment so as to deliver on the targets for high speed broadband contained in 
the National Broadband Plan.  

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will 
be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  
Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing 
the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citizens 
and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

11/06/2013WRA01450Biofuel Obligation Scheme Implementation

11/06/2013WRA0150064. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if Irish Aid was consulted in advance of his decision to increase the biofu-
els blending obligation; the developmental, environmental, consumer or motorist organisations 
that were also consulted in advance of his decision; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26632/13]

11/06/2013WRA01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set a binding target on all Member States to achieve 
at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020.  The increased deployment of Electric Ve-
hicles will help in this regard but, it is clear that the primary means of meeting this target for all 
Member States will be by the increased use of biofuels.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 and works by obligating large 
road transport fuel suppliers to bring a certain amount of biofuels to the market.  From the start 
of this year, I have increased the obligation on fuel suppliers to include at least 6% by volume 
biofuels in their overall annual disposal of road transport fuels from the initial obligation rate of 
4%.  The legislative basis for the obligation itself is provided for in the National Oil Reserves 
Agency Act, 2007 (as amended by the 2010 Energy (Biofuel Obligation and Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act).  I did not directly consult with Irish Aid in the issue of the increased obligation.

Under Section 44D of the Act, before amending the rate of obligation, I was required to 
consult with the Minister for Finance, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government, the National Oil Reserves Agency, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
National Standards Authority of Ireland and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  I 
also consulted with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform as well as Biofuel Obligation account holders and motoring organi-
sations such as the Automobile Association (AA) and the Society of the Irish Motor Industry 
(SIMI).  Before I made the order to increase the rate, a draft of the order was posted on my De-
partment’s website for 28 days with an invitation to interested parties to make representations 
on the proposed increase.

I would stress that I do share the concerns that biofuel production, unless properly regulated, 
can have a negative impact on food production, and on food prices.  All biofuels counted as 
part of the scheme must comply with the sustainability criteria set out in the Renewable Energy 
Directive.

11/06/2013WRA01650Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

11/06/2013WRA0170065. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the May 2012 report entitled Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration pro-
duced by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Natural Resources and Agricul-
ture; his views on the eleven recommendations contained in this report; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26629/13]

11/06/2013WRA01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Joint Oireachtas Committee’s report represents a valuable contribution to the debate on 
how Ireland should manage its indigenous oil and gas resources, to ensure the best result for the 
people of Ireland.

I am aware that the former Joint Committee members invested considerable time in the 
gathering of evidence, consideration of such evidence, and preparation of the final report.  In 
that regard I would like to pay tribute to the members of the Committee for their efforts.  I have 
requested the Chief Whip to arrange for Dáil time to be allocated to statements on this important 
report during this session.

The 11 recommendations included in the report reflect the broad nature of the report and 
address a number of themes.

The report recognises the importance of Ireland’s legislative and strategic policy approach 
being fit for purpose.  It brings a focus to specific aspects of the non-fiscal regulatory regime.  It 
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considers interactions involving the public in general, as well as those relating to the communi-
ties of areas where development activity is planned.  The theme, however, that has generated 
the greatest level of comment relates to the tax terms that should apply in the case of future 
commercial discoveries.

In relation to the recommendation that the 1960 Petroleum and Other Minerals Develop-
ment Act should be reviewed, I would point out that in the period since it was enacted a broad 
body of legislation at national and European Union level that is of direct relevance to petroleum 
exploration and production activities has also come into being.  This includes planning, safety 
and environmental legislation.  Against that background, my Department is currently engaged 
in a review of the 1960 Act.

With regard to the recommended need for a clear strategy governing Ireland’s approach to 
petroleum exploration, our overall strategy in this area is to seek to maximise the benefits to the 
people of Ireland from our indigenous natural resources.

In respect of the recommendations relating to the maximisation of production from a com-
mercial field, the principle of unitisation and the issue of flaring of gas, I believe that these 
issues are already addressed to a considerable degree by the existing licensing terms, together 
with the Department’s own industry-specific rules and procedures.

As regards public consultation, the existing statutory obligations requiring public consulta-
tion in the case of petroleum-related projects are very detailed and extensive.  It is possible that 
the circumstances which gave rise to a focus on public consultation predate the enactment of 
the Strategic Infrastructure Act which provides for a more holistic, transparent and strengthened 
approach to the assessment of applications for development consent for major transport and 
energy projects.

The “community gain” concept discussed in the report is indeed interesting. As a concept it 
is clearly not industry-specific. It is also complex, as communities are not homogenous and as a 
result what some may consider a gain, others may consider a loss. An Bord Pleanála, in grant-
ing planning consents under the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act, has 
included specific “community gain” conditions in some cases.

The Government is fully supportive of a community gain approach in the delivery of energy 
projects. This is explicitly referenced in the Government Policy Statement on the Strategic 
Importance of Transmission and Other Energy Infrastructure published in July of 2012.  The 
Policy Statement stresses the need for energy project developers to examine appropriate means 
of building community gain considerations into their project budgeting and planning. 

The question of introducing a specific community gain provision on a statutory basis is a far 
broader question and would of course have implications well beyond the subject matter of the 
current report.

As regards the recommendation for an almost doubling of the existing tax rate applying to 
petroleum production, I would strongly argue that this particular recommendation is not under-
pinned by the facts and analysis contained in the Committee’s own report.

I also struggle to understand how Ireland could be expected to have Norwegian style tax 
rates without also having Norwegian levels of commercial discoveries.  The fact remains that 
there have been only four commercial natural gas discoveries since exploration began offshore 
Ireland in the early 1970s, and no commercial discoveries of oil to date.

In my view, Ireland’s focus should be on how to encourage an increase in the level of ex-
ploration investment and exploration drilling in particular.  This is what is needed if we are to 
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establish the true petroleum potential of the Irish offshore.

The joint committee signalled clearly in its recommendations that it considered a review of 
the fiscal terms would be appropriate.  It was also very clear that any adjustment to the fiscal 
terms should not be retrospective.  I am completely in agreement with this latter point.  I am 
conscious that long-term investment decisions on exploration expenditure would benefit from 
the maximum degree of certainty on the stability of the fiscal regime.

With that in mind, and having regard to the fact that the last review of the fiscal terms was 
in 2007, I intend to listen to the views of deputies through the course of the Dáil debate that 
commenced last month and then, following conclusion of the debate, will seek some further 
independent expert advice on the “fitness-for-purpose” of Ireland’s fiscal terms. Such expert 
advice would focus on what level of fiscal gain is achievable for the State and its citizens; and 
the mechanisms best suited to produce such a gain. Certainty as to fiscal terms is a pre-requisite 
to attracting oil and gas exploration investment to Ireland.  In that regard, and particularly in the 
context of planning for the next licensing round, it would be my intention to bring my consider-
ation of this matter to a conclusion before the end of this year.  That would ensure that the next 
licensing round could be launched against a backdrop of regulatory certainty and encourage 
much needed new investment in exploration in our offshore.   

11/06/2013WRA01850Renewable Energy Projects

11/06/2013WRA0190066. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if his Department has received submissions on the proposed wind farm in 
Dublin Bay; his views on whether Dublin Bay is a sustainable location for wind generation. 
[26636/13]

11/06/2013WRA02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The development and operation of wind farms in Ireland require planning permission from the 
relevant planning authority and, in the case of offshore wind farms, a foreshore lease from the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  They also require an 
Authorisation to Construct a Generating Station and a Licence to Generate from the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation (CER). In addition, a grid connection offer from EirGrid or ESB 
Networks is required to become operational.

 The issue of planning and foreshore leasing are in the first instance matters between the de-
veloper of the windfarm and the planning authority subject to the Planning and Foreshore Acts, 
which include requirements for public consultation.  I understand the developer of a proposed 
project for the Dublin Bay area is currently consulting the public on the proposal.  

The consideration by the relevant planning authority of individual applications for approval 
for the building of energy infrastructure is also informed by strategic energy policy objectives.  
To that end my Department is currently finalising an Offshore Renewable Energy Development 
Plan. 

This plan takes as its starting point the findings of a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
carried out to establish the capacity of Ireland’s offshore to accommodate renewable energy de-
velopment without significant adverse impact on the marine environment.  This SEA has been 
supplemented by an additional Natura Impact Statement to take account of the new Special 
Areas of Conservation designated in 2012. 

In addition, individual offshore renewable projects will also be required to produce an En-
vironmental Impact Assessment to ensure they are environmentally sustainable.
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11/06/2013WRA02050National Gas Grid

11/06/2013WRA0210067. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 5 of 31 January 2013, if he has been in contact 
with Dublin City Council in order to check if they are satisfied with a high pressure gas main 
being installed at a depth of 1.2 metres along main residential areas in Dublin city; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26751/13]

11/06/2013WRA0220086. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the fact that Bord Gáis is placing a high pressure gas main at a depth of 
1.2 metres along main residential areas in Dublin City, if he will consider seeking an external 
expert opinion on the potential implications for public safety of this project; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26752/13]

11/06/2013WRA02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 67 and 86 together. 

The matters raised by the Deputy are operational matters for Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE).  The 
company operates in accordance with the safety framework established by the Commission 
for Energy Regulation (CER), which has statutory responsibility for gas safety.  In addition, 
in accordance with section 39A of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, the CER has responsibility 
for the assessment of applications to construct transmission pipelines.  I have no function in 
these operational matters. Enquiries by officials of my Department have confirmed that while 
local authorities have a role in regard to agreeing the route of a gas pipeline they have no role 
in deciding the depth at which the pipe will be laid. Pipelines are laid in accordance with the 
relevant standard. 

BGE owns and operates the national transmission and distribution gas network.  BGE 
and the CER have advised that all transmission pipelines, including those in residential areas, 
are designed, constructed, tested, operated and maintained in accordance with Irish Standard 
328:2003, Code of Practice for Gas Transmission Pipelines and Pipeline Installations.

I understand that pipelines in suburban and urban areas are constructed using high grade 
steel pipe and are laid with a minimum depth of cover of 1.2 metres throughout.  In some cir-
cumstances and over short sections, where existing major services are located and cannot be 
moved, it may not be possible to meet this depth of cover.  In these cases, additional pipeline 
protection measures, such as concrete impact protection, are put in place in accordance with 
Irish Standard 328:2003  Once commissioned, a scheduled routine maintenance and inspection 
programme is applied to all pipelines.

Following completion of construction, the consent of the CER will be required before BGE 
may operate the pipeline.  This consent is subject to a review of all relevant data and test records 
by a CER commissioned independent consultant. Safety is BGE’s first priority and the com-
pany is committed to ongoing development and maintenance of the gas networks and systems 
to ensure safety and to deliver continuous safety improvement and performance.  I have every 
confidence in BGE’s priority commitment to safety. 

I understand the Deputy is referring to the Santry to East Wall gas pipeline.  In regard to 
that pipeline, the consent of the CER to BGE’s undertaking of these works was informed by the 
advice of independent consultants engaged by the CER.  This advice dealt with matters such as 
the pipeline’s technical compliance with design requirements, including minimum depth speci-
fications, and compliance with the relevant Irish Standard 328:2003.

I repeat my previous offer that if the Deputy wishes, I would be happy to request BGE to 
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contact him directly in relation to this matter.

11/06/2013WRA02350Renewable Energy Generation

11/06/2013WRA0240068. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has considered using the ESB to develop our wind resources; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27877/13]

11/06/2013WRA02500509. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has considered using the ESB to develop our wind resources. [26650/13]

11/06/2013WRA02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 509 together.

The Irish energy market, including power generation, is a commercial market, regulated as 
appropriate by the Commission for Energy Regulation, and one in which I have no function. I 
understand that the Generation and Wholesale Markets arm of the ESB operates a mixed port-
folio of generation using both fossil fuels and renewable technologies, in Ireland, the UK, and 
Spain.  I also understand that ESB Generation and Wholesale Markets’ renewable strategy is to 
grow from its existing base of 560 MW, 190 MW of which is wind generated, to 1800 MW by 
2025, with a view to achieving a net carbon neutral portfolio by 2050.  ESB investment in the 
renewable energy area is a matter for the Company itself which must act on the basis of a com-
mercial mandate.  I am supportive of ESB investment in renewable energy.

11/06/2013WRA02650National Postcode System Establishment

11/06/2013WRA0270069. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if there has been any update in the possible introduction of postcodes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26710/13]

11/06/2013WRA02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to reiterate the strong commitment of the Government to introducing a national postcode 
system.

A national postcode system is in my view a vital part of the national infrastructure.  Apart 
from providing efficiencies for postal delivery it will positively impact on deliveries of public 
and private services.

The procurement process for a national postcode system has proven to be more complex 
and protracted than originally envisaged.  As the Deputy will appreciate it is crucial that the 
postcode system to be put in place delivers the optimal level of service whilst providing full 
value for money for the taxpayer.

Since the procurement process commenced in 2011 intensive work has taken place on what 
is an extremely complex national project.  It is expected that the final tender will be issued to all 
qualified bidders by the end of June. 

The proposals in response to that tender will, in turn, be evaluated by the postcode evalua-
tion team, a preferred option will be chosen and a recommendation will be made to Government 
in September.

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
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Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations.  I cannot give a precise date on when this decision will be made but I intend that it will 
be no later than the third quarter of this year.  

11/06/2013WRA02850Energy Schemes Data

11/06/2013WRA0290070. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of persons who have availed of Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland grants for home insulation to date in 2013; the total number in 2012; the way this 
compares with previous years; his views on the operation of the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27850/13]

11/06/2013WRA0300088. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of homes planned to be retrofitted this year through State schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26705/13]

11/06/2013WRA03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 70 and 88 together.

The Better Energy Homes and the Better Energy Warmer Homes schemes are administered 
by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme.

The Better Energy Homes scheme provides support to homeowners towards the installation 
of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades including solar thermal with the works 
being undertaken by privately appointed contractors.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  The scheme is delivered through a 
combination of SEAI appointed Community Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a 
panel of private contractors in order to ensure national coverage and via an area based approach.  
Measures available include; draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water 
tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are free of charge to the customer.

The following tables outline the number of homes completed and the value of the grants 
received for both schemes in 2012 and in 2013 up to 31 May.  Also included are figures for 2011 
for comparison purposes.

Better Energy Homes No. of homes completed Value of applications drawn down 
(€m)

2011 47, 716 57.6
2012 26, 185 28.9
2013 (to end May) 6, 267 5.6

Better Energy Warmer Homes No. of homes completed Value of applications drawn down 
(€m)

2011 20, 388 20.2
2012 12, 175 20.5
2013 (to end May) 4, 266 3.8

It should be noted that in relation to the Warmer Homes scheme the bulk of expenditure is 
disbursed in the second half of the year.

Since the start of 2012, there has been a decrease in applications across all measures under 
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Better Energy Homes.  It is the view of the SEAI that the downward trends in activity are pri-
marily linked to the mildness of the weather across winters 2012 and 2013, which has created 
a reduction in the demand for energy efficiency related measures.  There is also evidence to 
suggest that the volume of householders with savings available to spend on energy efficiency 
upgrades is diminishing and impacting demand for the scheme.  Furthermore the bulk of early 
movers seeking to avail of energy efficiency measures under the scheme may now have been 
addressed.

Exchequer funding of €18 million has been allocated to the Better Energy Homes scheme 
for 2013 while Exchequer funding of €17 million has been allocated to Better Energy Warmer 
Homes.  The target for 2013 is to carry out energy efficiency upgrades for a total of 30,000   
homes across both schemes.  Despite the current economic challenges this funding will have a 
lasting impact on homeowners who receive the energy measures.

With regard to the future operation of the schemes the National Energy Efficiency Action 
Plan and the Programme for Government include a commitment to roll out a Better Energy Fi-
nancing energy retrofit scheme for domestic buildings after 2013.  The Better Energy Financing 
(BEF) model proposes that the current suite of Exchequer funded grants for energy efficiency 
measures, excluding the low-income housing retrofit programme, will be replaced by a new 
financing scheme open to households and commercial operators.  The key benefit to the hom-
eowner of such a financing mechanism is that the scheme will allow them to secure upfront fi-
nancing for energy efficiency upgrades to their homes, and in the process remove one of the key 
energy efficiency barriers.  It would also be an objective of the new model that savings arising 
from the energy efficiency measures will contribute to the repayment of the funding provided.

11/06/2013WRA03150Energy Regulation

11/06/2013WRA0320071. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the costs incurred to date on implementing the single electricity market here; the 
benefits that have accrued from it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27858/13]

11/06/2013WRA03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The regulation of the electricity and gas market is the responsibility of the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER).  The Electricity Regulation Act 1999 provided for the establishment 
of the CER as an independent statutory regulator.  Since its establishment, there have been a 
number of changes to the regulatory framework, and CER’s functions, in line with the continu-
ally evolving energy policy landscape and partly as a result of EU obligations.

With a view to meeting policy objectives, the CER has played a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of the Single Electricity Market (SEM) which has been operating in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland since November 2007.  It represents one of the first cross-jurisdictional markets of its 
kind in the world.

The all-island Single Electricity Market (SEM) is the combination of two separate jurisdic-
tional electricity markets in Ireland and Northern Ireland and is governed by the SEM Commit-
tee (SEMC).  The SEMC currently consists of a membership drawn from the CER in Ireland, 
the Utility Regulator (UR) in Northern Ireland and an independent member, who also has a 
deputy.

Independent analysis has indicated that the market has worked well since its introduction 
in November 2007 and continues to deliver benefits to consumers through the use of efficient 
generation plant to meet demand across the whole island.  The SEM model of setting prices in 
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a transparent and cost reflective manner is not only assisting to promote competition and attract 
new investment, it has also contributed to improvements in the availability of generation plants. 
The structure of the SEM has ensured that generators, including new players, have invested in 
the market, thus ensuring security of supply.

This is evidenced by recent decisions to invest in the Irish electricity market by a variety of 
market players. Bord Gáis opened the 440 Mega Watt (MW) Whitegate power station in 2010 
and ESB commissioned the 435 MW Aghada power station in the same year. The East West 
Electricity Interconnector (EWIC) commenced operation in 2012 with a capacity of 500 MW. 
Scottish and Southern Electricity (SSE) is currently constructing a 460 MW gas-fired power 
station at Great Island, Co. Wexford, and expect the plant to be operating from 2014. The SEM 
has also facilitated the connection of over 2,400 MW of renewable energy to the grid.

The SEM project was developed by both regulators. The allowed project costs incurred in 
its establishment were paid for by both regulators and were ultimately borne by electricity cus-
tomers in the Irish and Northern Irish markets. 

The SEM will continue to evolve in line with European electricity market developments, 
bearing in mind the primacy of the electricity customer when considering market evolution.  

11/06/2013WRA03350Energy Prices

11/06/2013WRA0340072. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the way the creation of the European Internal Energy Market can be used to reduce 
energy prices for consumers here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27856/13]

11/06/2013WRA03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Third Energy Package, agreed in 2009, aimed to fully implement the EU Internal Energy 
Market.  The objectives of the internal energy market are the achievement of better outcomes 
for EU citizens through contributing to economic growth and jobs, by providing secure energy 
at an affordable and competitive price, and through sustainability in energy use.  On 4 February 
2011 the European Council declared that the internal energy market should be completed by 
2014.  This goal was reaffirmed at the European Council of 22 May 2013.  The creation of the 
internal energy market in wholesale and retail electricity and gas markets helps put downward 
pressure on energy prices not least by promoting generation competition.

While considerable progress has been made, the European Commission considers that ob-
stacles remain to the achievement of a fully functioning internal market in electricity and gas 
across the entire EU.  Accordingly, on 15 November 2012, the European Commission presented 
a Communication assessing progress towards achieving the internal energy market.  The Com-
munication provides a timely stocktake on progress towards a single market in electricity and 
gas and aims to address the remaining obstacles on the road to full implementation as well as 
reflecting on how the Internal Energy Market can fulfil its considerable potential and deliver 
real benefits for all EU energy consumers, specifically households, business and industry. The 
Communication referred to the formation of the All-Island electricity market in Ireland as a 
positive contribution to the construction of the internal market.

The Communication proposes a detailed set of actions, under the heading of an “Action Plan 
for Europe” to ensure the successful implementation of the internal energy market by 2014. The 
Action Plan identifies four main challenges and accompanying actions which, if implemented 
across the EU, would enable Member States to meet various sub-goals resulting in achieve-
ment of a well-functioning and effective internal energy market.  In this regard I am pleased to 
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inform the House that last Friday, under our EU Presidency of the Energy Council, I secured 
the agreement of my energy Ministerial colleagues to the Energy Council’s Conclusions on the 
Communication.  The Conclusions set out Ministerial views of the tasks and actions necessary 
to make the transition to the internal energy market.

Foremost among the actions I mentioned earlier, necessary for the implementation of the 
internal market, I would highlight consumer empowerment.  The European Commission esti-
mates that across the EU consumers could save up to €13 billion annually by switching to the 
cheapest supplier.  This is a timely reminder that in a competitive market consumers can, and 
should, shop around to get the best possible price and service deal from suppliers and switch 
supplier, if necessary, bearing in mind that all suppliers can and do offer competitive prices and 
products.

In the Irish market there are a number of suppliers competing in the retail market in both 
electricity and gas and offering various prices and products to domestic and business consum-
ers.  In addition, electricity prices are no longer regulated.  In this environment consumers can 
readily access prices offered by suppliers and easily switch if they wish to do so.  Switching is 
continuing in both the electricity and gas markets with switching rates of 16.97% for gas and 
11.27% for electricity reported by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) for 2012.  

11/06/2013WRA03550Digital Television Service Availability

11/06/2013WRA0360073. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of households that have yet to sign up to Saorview; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27841/13]

11/06/2013WRA03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTE has built, owns and controls the Saorview TV network and is responsible for the roll-out, 
coverage and operation of that network. This is in accordance with Part 8 of the Broadcasting 
Act 2009, which provides that the development of the RTE network is an operational matter for 
RTE.  In relation to the Deputy’s query, figures published by ComReg for Q4 2012 indicate that 
approximately 36% of TV homes had Irish Digital Terrestrial Television.    As with the analogue 
terrestrial network it replaced, Saorview provides access to the national Irish TV channels on a 
non-subscription basis, i.e. free-to-air, to 98% of the population. As it is free-to-air, there is no 
requirement to sign up to this service and relevant households only require a compatible Saor-
view television or set-top box to be able to receive the service. 

In addition to Saorview, RTE has developed SAORSAT, a free-to-air satellite service to en-
sure the free-to-air RTE television services are available to 100% of the population. This is the 
first time free-to-air Irish TV is available to 100% of the population. 

It is also worth noting that Irish TV channels are also available on subscription TV services 
such as UPC (over cable or MMDS) or Sky (over satellite).

11/06/2013WRA03750Industrial Development

11/06/2013WRA0380074. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on the ability of Ireland to become a leading exporter of home insula-
tion products and skills; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27853/13]

11/06/2013WRA03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The market for technologies and services associated with sustainable energy and decarbonisa-
tion is growing rapidly. Internationally, the International Energy Agency estimates that govern-
ments will need to spend $180 billion in 2035 alone on sustainable energy measures to achieve 
climate change targets.  Ireland is ideally positioned to sell the skills of the domestic ICT sector, 
to test technologies and to develop export industries from our sustainable resources. 

The energy retrofitting of homes is an established industry in Ireland, primarily on foot a 
number of major government interventions in this sector.  The Better Energy Homes scheme 
administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) provides grant support 
to homeowners wishing to upgrade their home insulation and heating systems.  To date over 
140,000 homes have been upgraded through this scheme with grant aid of €240m and matched 
private investment of over €270m.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme funds the direct 
provision of insulation upgrades to vulnerable energy poor homes, with almost 97,000 homes 
completed to date.  More recently the introduction of energy efficiency obligations on energy 
suppliers is stimulating additional energy retrofitting activity, further enhancing momentum in 
the sector.

The installers operating under the aforementioned schemes are all subject to very demand-
ing registration terms in respect of technical competence and professional practice.  They are 
also subject to the rigour of SEAI’s quality assurance scheme.  This focus on quality is intended 
to transform the sector, give consumers confidence, prepare the sector for further growth and 
opportunities to export the expertise to countries where demand is stimulated.  The export op-
portunities for the sector are twofold, namely the insulation and heating products and the skills 
and expertise of the professional installers.

SEAI are already engaging with a number of industry stakeholders and enterprise agencies 
to consider opportunities for packaging the skills and expertise within this sector specifically 
for export to other jurisdictions.  It is not without its challenges however, given that insulation is 
a worldwide industry with all players seeking international markets, where standards can vary 
by country and demand being tied somewhat to the building industry.

The Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation which has general policy responsibility  
for sustainable  job creation has informed me that following rapid contraction of the Irish con-
struction market witnessed in 2007, the Irish insulation market prioritised a twofold strategy of 
UK (and European) market development coupled with an investment programme of new prod-
uct development.  Enterprise Ireland has worked in partnership with the sector on both strate-
gies and through a series of market entry supports, R&D incentives, promotion of management 
development programmes, the sector has rebounded strongly and is now entering a new phase 
of growth.  Currently, the Irish insulation sector represents circa 14% of the UK insulation mar-
ket with established defined routes to market and developed recognised international brands.  
In parallel with the market entry of insulation manufactures to the market, a sub-sector of Irish 
insulation installers has developed a presence in the UK market.  The sector is ideally poised to 
supply innovative solutions to the recently launched UK Green Deal.

The expansion of the sector has also extended to near European markets with market pen-
etration witnessed in Benelux, France and Germany.

More generally Ireland has a reputation as an early mover in advanced energy management, 
as illustrated by the development of the Irish energy management standard, IS 393, in 2006, 
which informed the development of the EU standard and in turn informed that of the global 
standard, ISO 50001.  The market for this global standard, and associated services, is expected 
to be considerable.  This creates the opportunity to export expertise and services in a fast-
growing international market.
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Finally, there is considerable interest in the ICT sector in the applications in energy relat-
ing to smart infrastructure, technology and control.  A transition to smarter infrastructure, with 
greater use of software, sensors and controls, has already started, and this plays to Ireland’s 
strengths in this sector.  

11/06/2013WRA03950National Broadband Plan Implementation

11/06/2013WRA0400075. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if the national broadband scheme will link up with private companies al-
ready involved in broadband roll-out to provide greater coverage; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [26707/13]

11/06/2013WRA04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of 30Mbps are 
available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, 
and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

The Plan aims to deliver high speed broadband to all parts of Ireland through two principal 
means: (a) by providing a policy and regulatory framework that assists in accelerating and in-
centivising commercial investment, and (b) by providing a State-led investment for areas where 
it is not commercial for the market to invest.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services.  There is evidence that industry 
is investing beyond the targets to which they committed in the Plan with investments of up to 
€1bn underway.

ComReg has put in place a new regulatory regime for fixed line Next Generation Access and 
for service bundles, both of which are designed to incentivise the rollout of services by service 
providers.  ComReg’s multiband spectrum auction, completed in 2012, is also enabling the 
rollout of advanced mobile broadband services.

In tandem with these commercial developments, intensive work is underway in my Depart-
ment to progress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next genera-
tion broadband access.  The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing 
with the private sector to deliver high speed services to areas, which are not commercially vi-
able and will not be provided by the market alone.

In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process must be designed 
and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  A comprehensive mapping exercise of the cur-
rent and anticipated investment by the commercial sector is being undertaken to identify where 
the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband services over 
the coming years.  The results of this mapping exercise will inform the level of Government 
intervention that may be required and the areas that need to be targeted in the State-led invest-
ment.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will 
be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.  
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11/06/2013WRA04150Telecommunications Services Provision

11/06/2013WRA0420076. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the steps taken to ensure that project Kelvin is marketed and developed on an all 
Ireland basis for the benefit of all the communities along the Border. [24459/13]

11/06/2013WRA04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Kelvin Project provides direct international telecoms connectivity between the North West 
of Ireland and North America, and improved telecoms connectivity to Europe, via a transat-
lantic submarine telecoms cable which was brought ashore at Portrush in 2009.  The IDA uses 
the benefits of the transatlantic link provided by Project Kelvin to promote the North West and 
Border region as an attractive and viable location for new inward investment opportunities, and 
to secure additional projects from existing international investors.  

All of the IDA marketing information re: telecoms connectivity at a Regional, National and 
International level includes details of Project Kelvin.  In addition, the IDA utilises the services 
of a telecoms consultancy to provide technical support in direct meetings with client companies 
where appropriate.

The IDA has launched a number of regional promotional initiatives in Border Counties - the 
Invest and Connect marketing programme - and is currently working on the following initia-
tives to promote the North West of Ireland as a location for international FDI:

- The launch of the Letterkenny Connect and Investment portal which will profile Letter-
kenny in terms of investment and associated infrastructure etc.  This should launch before the 
end of June 2013 and will include details on project Kelvin;

- A case study of an IDA client company based in Letterkenny which is utilising Project 
Kelvin with significant benefit in term of latency, bandwidth and cost.  

Hibernia Networks (HN), the company which operates the Kelvin network, works closely 
with IDA representatives on the promotion of Kelvin, including the promotion of the North 
West region together with the IDA.  The agreed approach is to target FDI companies in the 
space of data analytics and they are working on a marketing pack to jointly present to FDI 
companies.  HN also promotes Project Kelvin at large international connectivity shows in both 
Europe and the US.

The IDA will continue to work with Hibernia Networks and other stakeholders to build the 
benefits of Project Kelvin into its sales messages and identify new opportunities to promote the 
North West and Border region as a whole, as an inward investment location.

In the past 5 years the North West region has seen investments from a range of existing 
companies across all sectors and most notably Abbott, Elanco, G Bruss, Mirror Controls Inter-
national, Pramerica, Stiefel, United Health Group and Zeus Industrial Products.

11/06/2013WRA04350Radio Spectrum Management

11/06/2013WRA0440077. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when 4G telecommunications will be available here; the benefits that will accrue to 
the country; the way that he plans to support these developments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27845/13]

11/06/2013WRA04500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The management of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of the Commission for Commu-
nications Regulation (ComReg) under the Communications Regulation Act, 2002 as amended.  

In November 2012 ComReg announced the results of its successful Multi-Band Spectrum 
Award (MBSA) process which resulted in a total licence yield of €855 million to be paid over 
the duration of the terms of the licences (from 2013 to 2020).

These spectrum bands are highly suitable for advanced mobile services due to their ex-
cellent propagation properties, which allow for wide area coverage and improved in-building 
reception.  

It is a condition of a Liberalised Use Licence that a minimum 70% population coverage 
obligation is to be achieved by a licensee within 3 years of its licence commencement date.  I 
am advised that ComReg considers that actual coverage levels are expected to exceed this obli-
gation given the competitive nature of the market and the limited risk of roll-back of coverage 
from current higher levels.  

While the four Liberalised Use Licences of the Mobile Network Operators commenced on 
1 February 2013, the timing and extent of each of ‘4G’ (Long Term Evolution (LTE)) network 
rollout is, with the exception of the above coverage obligation, a matter for the operators them-
selves.  I understand however that some operators have plans to commence services later this 
year.

11/06/2013WRA04550National Digital Strategy Publication

11/06/2013WRA0460078. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when he will publish the National Digital Strategy; if he will outline the way in 
which Ireland can best capitalise on the digital economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27832/13]

11/06/2013WRA04700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
It is my intention to publish the National Digital Strategy over the coming weeks.  The Strategy 
will complement the significant investment in broadband infrastructure envisaged under the 
National Broadband Plan and will complement and assist in achieving goals set out the National 
Payments Plan, The eGovernment Strategy and the Action Plan for Jobs. 

In order for Ireland to capitalise on the digital economy we need to focus in particular on 
increasing the levels of digital adoption.  The Strategy will focus initially on increasing overall 
levels of digital engagement within Irish society, particularly in the areas of eLearning, digital 
entrepreneurship, citizen and SME engagement.  The first phase will incorporate the findings of 
recent research commissioned by my Department into the economic value of digital to Ireland’s 
economy.  This will show clear evidence of the important and growing contribution digital is 
making to Irish economic activity.

11/06/2013WRB00150Renewable Energy Incentives

11/06/2013WRB0020079. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide details of any subsidies or grants available to private 
companies seeking to establish wind farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27876/13]

11/06/2013WRB00300507. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
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Natural Resources if he will provide details of the subsidies or grants available to private com-
panies seeking to establish wind farms. [26648/13]

11/06/2013WRB00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 507 together.

The Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff scheme, known as REFIT, has been designed to in-
centivise the development of wind powered electricity generation in order to ensure that suf-
ficient new renewable electricity generation plant is built to enable Ireland to meet the legally 
binding target of 40% of electricity coming from renewable sources by 2020. 

The REFIT scheme is now in its second round. REFIT 2 received EU State Aid approval in 
January 2012. Under this approval a total of 4,000 MW can be supported under REFIT 2.  The 
scheme is open to wind generation constructed between the start of 2010 and the end of 2017 
and is based on a fixed feed in tariff mechanism. The current reference price per megawatt hour 
for onshore wind is as follows – €69.23 for installations above 5 MW and €71.66 for installa-
tions equal to, or below, 5MW.

REFIT operates by offering minimum guaranteed prices for up to 15 years, thus providing 
certainty to project developers of a minimum price for electricity exported to the grid over that 
period.  The initial capital outlay for new renewable projects is significant and the certainty 
provided by REFIT assists developers in securing the necessary funding. 

To date, REFIT schemes have supported the building of over 1700 MW of wind genera-
tion capacity.  This has made wind energy the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, 
contributing most towards the achievement of the 2020 target.  However, if we are to reach that 
target, the build rate of onshore wind farms must accelerate from an historic average of 180 
MW per year to at least 250 MW per year. It was for this reason that I decided to amend the 
terms of REFIT 2 to extend the closing date for applications to 31 December 2015, with proj-
ects required to be built by the end of December 2017.  Support under REFIT 2 cannot exceed 
15 years and will not extend beyond the end of December 2032. 

11/06/2013WRB00450Television Licence Fee Collection

11/06/2013WRB0050080. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the current rate of non-payment of the TV licence; the way this has varied in 
recent years; his plans to increase compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27860/13]

11/06/2013WRB00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The requirement to have a TV licence and pay the accompanying fee is dependent on posses-
sion of a television set, as defined by section 140 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  In estimating 
the national evasion rate, my Department must take into account a range of factors including 
the overall number of occupied houses and liable businesses, the levels of vacant units and the 
estimated television penetration rate, that is to say the estimated number of homes possessing 
a television set.   Based on currently available information, my Department estimates that the 
total number of properties required to hold a television licence is approximately 1.7 million and 
that, based on the number of current licences issued, the overall level of evasion is around 16% 
of this total. While estimates of evasion for previous years have been put forward by a number 
of sources, these have been based on different methodologies and are not readily comparable.

An Post administers the collection of the TV licence fee on my behalf and has done so since 
the current licensing system began. In terms of increasing compliance with the TV licensing 
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requirements, An Post makes every effort to bring evaders into the licensed pool and a consid-
erable amount of time and resources are spent in dealing specifically with this issue. An Post 
concentrates its initial efforts on getting people to buy the licence when due and by following 
up with a series of reminder notices and inspector visits. Bringing people to court is a last resort 
and only carried out where all other means have failed. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Government commits to examining the 
role and collection of the TV licence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of 
technologies and to transforming the TV licence into a household based Public Broadcasting 
Charge to be applied to all eligible households and applicable businesses, regardless of the de-
vice used to access content or services.

I am currently considering the report of the recent Value for Money Review on the proposal 
to introduce such a charge. The independently chaired Review Group considered a range of is-
sues in relation to the proposal, including the efficiency and effectiveness of the current licens-
ing system.

11/06/2013WRB00650Renewable Energy Projects

11/06/2013WRB0070081. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has sought a report into the collapse, two months ago, of a wind turbine at 
Loughderryduff, County Donegal; his views on the ability of wind energy to deliver sustainable 
energy for Ireland in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27833/13]

11/06/2013WRB00800514. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to an incident whereby a 245 foot wind turbine (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal collapsed during high winds; if he intends to order a public 
investigation into this matter; if he intends to introduce legislation which makes provision for a 
minimum 1km set back distance for wind turbines from dwellings; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27018/13]

11/06/2013WRB00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 81 and 514 together.

Ensuring sustainable supplies of power to all consumers is central to this Government’s 
energy policy. Harnessing the clean, sustainable, indigenous, renewable wind resource that Ire-
land is fortunate to have in abundance is crucial to reducing our dependence on expensive fossil 
fuels imports, reducing harmful emissions and delivering growth in the green economy. 

In order to develop a more sustainable electricity supply, Ireland is committed to reaching 
a target of 40% of electricity demand being met from renewable sources by 2020. It is forecast 
that the bulk of this demand will be met by onshore wind. 

The issue of planning approval for wind farms is in the first instance a matter for developers 
and the planning authority under the Planning Acts, which include requirements for public con-
sultation. In addition, best practice Wind Energy Guidelines were published in 2006. Currently, 
the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government – in conjunction with my 
Department and other stakeholders – is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of these 
guidelines. The review will examine the manner in which the guidelines address key issues of 
community concern to ensure that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local com-
munities.

With regard to the incident referred to by the Deputies, I understand that the Health and 
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Safety Authority was notified of its occurrence and that the Authority has instigated an investi-
gation into the incident from an occupational safety and health perspective in accordance with 
their statutory remit. This investigation is currently on going.

11/06/2013WRB00950Ministerial Correspondence

11/06/2013WRB0100082. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the reason he has yet to respond to correspondence from a community council (details 
supplied) sent almost two months ago regarding the operation of the east-west interconnector 
[27749/13]

11/06/2013WRB01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The correspondence concerned refers to a number of highly technical and complex issues, some 
of which I addressed in previous correspondence with the community council, in addition to 
containing other aspects touching on matters which have already been adjudicated upon by the 
Courts.  Consequently, I will require considerable technical and other detail in order to provide 
a considered response to this follow up query.  I have no wish to unnecessarily delay a response 
and expect to be in a position to provide a reply as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRB01150North-South Interconnector Issues

11/06/2013WRB0120083. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has any update on the progress of the North-South interconnector; if 
any issues have arisen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26712/13]

11/06/2013WRB01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy may be aware, in April EirGrid completed a re-evaluation process on the North 
South 400kV Interconnection Development and published a “Final Re-evaluation Report”.  It 
followed the publication of a “Preliminary Re-evaluation Report” in May 2011.

The final report represents a comprehensive re-evaluation of the project, involving, among 
other things, a thorough re-examination of the previous application, including issues raised dur-
ing the previous application process.

It considered and responded to Stakeholder feedback from the previous planning applica-
tion as well as Stakeholder feedback from the public consultation following publication of the 
Preliminary Re-evaluation Report and the publication of the “Meath Tyrone Report – Review 
by International Expert Commission” along with the subsequent Government policy statement.

The “Final re-evaluation Report” found that there remains an urgent strategic need for the 
project.  It also concludes that the best technology solution for the project is a single circuit 
400kV alternating current (AC) overhead line.  The indicative route for this overhead line is 
similar to the previously proposed line route, but incorporates localised modifications.

EirGrid is fully committed to engaging extensively with landowners, members of the public 
and other interested parties on all aspects of the project and during April/May held nine open 
days in Meath, Cavan and Monaghan.

Following the completion of this period of public engagement, EirGrid is considering all 
feedback received before finalising its preferred project solution.  The “Preferred Project Solu-
tion Report” will be published this summer and will be the subject of a further period of public 
consultation.
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The “Preferred Project Solution Report” is a key publication detailing the preferred line 
route and indicative tower locations. It is the final report prior to the submission of the new 
planning application.

The public consultation on the preferred Project Solution Report will focus on the preferred 
line design, including the line route, preferred structure and tower locations, the methodology 
for siting and construction of towers and environmental issues to be addressed in an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS).

Submission of the planning application and associated Environmental Impact Statement to 
An Bord Pleanála will follow, at the end of this year or the beginning of 2014.  

11/06/2013WRB01350Natural Gas Grid

11/06/2013WRB0140084. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on the Western Development Commission paper Why Invest in Gas? 
which outlines the clear benefit of extending the natural gas distribution network to the north 
west; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27787/13]

11/06/2013WRB01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions raised by 
him on this issue, the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent 
body, charged with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop 
and operate a gas distribution system within the State.  I have no direct statutory function in 
relation to the connection of towns to the gas network.

The CER, in 2006, approved a network connections policy which enabled reassessment 
of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  In order for any town to be 
connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied as a prerequisite.  
The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a regional group of 
towns.

This policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a town, 
or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consumption of gas 
and the associated tariffs.  Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all energy consumers.

Under the CER’s policy framework, Bord Gáis Networks, and latterly Gaslink, carried out a 
comprehensive review of towns not connected to the national gas network.  Gaslink published 
its New Towns Analysis Phase 3 report in 2010.

The study included a review of the feasibility of connecting 11 towns in the West and North 
West region which are the focus of the Western Development Commission paper, “Why Invest 
in Gas”.  However, the Gaslink review found that none of the towns qualified for connection on 
economic grounds.

Gaslink will continue to review the towns which did not qualify for connection under the 
2010 Study as well as other towns.  The key factor which would qualify a town or group of 
towns in any future review would be a significant increase in demand for natural gas, usually as 
a result of the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.  

11/06/2013WRB01550EU Directives
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11/06/2013WRB0160085. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress that has been made in establishing a network and information security 
competent authority, as required as a result of a vote at the European Parliament; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [26708/13]

11/06/2013WRB01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In February, the European Commission published a proposal for a European Directive concern-
ing measures to ensure a high common level of network and information security across the 
European Union. The Irish Presidency has been active in initiating discussions in the Council 
of the European Union and on 6 June, I chaired an orientation debate in the Council in regard 
to this matter. While all Member States, including Ireland, recognise the growing importance of 
network and information security as we become ever more reliant on the Internet and on online 
services generally, there is a diversity of views and opinions on how to realise increased cyber 
security.  It is recognised by all that deliberations at EU level on this proposal are at an early 
stage. The European Parliament has only recently commenced deliberations on this proposal. 
Consequently it is premature to comment at this time on implementation at national level on 
what is merely an EU legislative proposal at the early stages of deliberation and which may be 
subjected to significant change.

  Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 67.

11/06/2013WRB01850Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

11/06/2013WRB0190087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the extent to which the various forms of methodologies in respect of mining 
exploration on or off shore are likely to be used here in the future in respect of oil, gas or other 
mineral exploration; if fracking is likely to become part of the process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27353/13]

11/06/2013WRB02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There are various methodologies currently being used with respect to minerals and petroleum 
exploration both onshore and offshore Ireland that will continue to be used into the future. 

With specific regard to the likely conduct of exploration activities proposing the use of 
hydraulic fracking, as I have advised on a number of occasions, the Environmental Protection 
Agency is in the process of finalising terms of reference to engage the appropriate expertise to 
undertake scientific research into the potential environmental impacts of unconventional gas 
exploration and extraction.

The key questions to be addressed by this research are, whether this technology can be used 
while fully protecting the environment and human health, and what the best environmental 
practice in using this technology might be.  A report in this regard is not anticipated before early 
2015.

In the meantime, I have publicly confirmed that no application proposing the use of this 
technology would be considered nor would exploration licences in this regard be granted prior 
to publication of the EPA report and consideration of its findings.  

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 70.

11/06/2013WRB02150Renewable Energy Generation Targets
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11/06/2013WRB0220089. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide a report on any and all plans to reach the EU targets set for increas-
ing renewable energy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27878/13]

11/06/2013WRB02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a binding target where at least 16% of 
our energy requirements should come from renewable sources by 2020.  In order to meet our 
overall 16% requirement, Ireland is committed to meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of 
heating and 10% of transport from renewable sources. 

Though these targets are challenging, I am confident that they can be met. My Department’s 
Strategy for Renewable Energy 2012 to 2020 sets out the key strategic goals for the various 
renewable energy sectors in the context of Ireland’s EU obligations. 

In addition, under the Directive, Ireland was required to set out in a National Renewable 
Energy Action Plan (NREAP) the trajectory towards meeting its legally binding targets.  The 
NREAP and the First Progress Report on the NREAP, which are available on my Department’s 
website, show the sectoral and technology breakdown that we anticipate in the achievement of 
our target.

By the end of 2011, we had reached 6.4% of overall energy consumption from renewable 
sources and the trajectory set out in the NREAP assumes that we will achieve the 16% target 
incrementally at approximately 1% per annum.  

There are a number of policy measures in place designed to support the development nec-
essary to meet Ireland’s renewable energy obligations.  The Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff 
(REFIT) schemes incentivise increasing amounts of renewable electricity to connect to the grid. 
The REFIT3 support for biomass Combined Heat and Power (CHP) technologies, is support-
ing progress on our renewable heat target.  Measures such as the Biofuel Obligation Scheme to 
increase the use of biofuels, and the Electric Vehicle Grant Scheme to incentivise the purchase 
of new Electric Vehicles are the mechanisms being used to achieve our target for renewable 
transport. Policy interventions through the ReHeat schemes, energy efficiency schemes, build-
ing regulations, REFIT3 for CHP and natural market migration to renewable heating technolo-
gies will deliver the majority of the 12% renewable heat target.  In addition, later this year I will 
be publishing a National Bioenergy Strategy which will further outline the role energy from 
biomass will play to contribute to the achievement of our national targets and, in particular, the 
target for the heat sector.  

11/06/2013WRB02350Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

11/06/2013WRB0240090. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will explain his recent comment that the sale of Coillte harvesting rights 
is unlikely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27875/13]

11/06/2013WRB02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government, as part of the agreement with the Troika, has agreed to a State asset disposal 
programme with a view to using half of the proceeds to invest in economic recovery and jobs.  
My Department, in cooperation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the 
Department of Finance and NewERA is progressing the disposal of the Bord Gáis Energy busi-
ness in 2013. 

My colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy Coveney, together 
with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Howlin, will make an announce-
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ment concerning Coillte harvesting rights very shortly.  I hope the Deputy will be better able 
to understand my recent comments in the wake of the announcement by my Government col-
leagues. 

11/06/2013WRB02550National Broadband Plan Implementation

11/06/2013WRB0260091. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the progress made in delivering on his commitment to have high speed 
broadband availability across the country; and if he will report specifically on the way his De-
partment is performing under the Digital Agenda for Europe to deliver basic broadband to all 
citizens by 2013. [26635/13]

11/06/2013WRB02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.

The Government has also undertaken a number of initiatives to bring broadband to those 
parts of the country where commercial operators have been unable to offer services.  The com-
bination of private investment and State interventions such as the National Broadband Scheme 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a 
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30th   August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country by 
ensuring that high speed services of 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, 
well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are avail-
able to as many homes and businesses as possible.

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.  

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services, particularly in urban and semi-
urban areas.  There is evidence that industry is investing beyond the targets to which they com-
mitted in   the Plan.  

Some of the key developments in the short and medium term are as follows:

  -  Eircom launched its next generation broadband services on 16th   May last, with speeds 
of up to 70Mbps, immediately available to over 300,000 premises.  By the end of this year, 
eircom aims to reach more than 600,000 homes and businesses.  It has a target to pass 1.2m 
premises by June 2015.

   -  UPC is continuing with its investment in the cable network, which should see 750,000 
homes able to access services at data speeds of at least 150 Mbps by 2015.

   -  Other fixed operators also continue to invest in Local Loop Unbundling (LLU).  BT 
Ireland now supplies broadband access to both Vodafone and Sky Ireland, and along with other 
operators, is also investing in fixed infrastructure.

   -  Mobile wireless operators are making plans for the rollout of 4G services later this year.  
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The rollout of 4G will facilitate significantly increased mobile broadband speeds.

    -  ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its distribution network to rollout 
fibre broadband services.  

In tandem with these commercial developments, intensive work is underway in my Depart-
ment to progress a State-led investment to secure the countrywide introduction of next genera-
tion broadband access.  

In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process must be designed 
and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department will shortly embark on a formal 
mapping exercise to identify the areas of the country to be targeted in the State-led investment 
under the Government’s National Broadband Plan to ensure the provision of high speed broad-
band services where the commercial market will not deliver.  This exercise will inform an EU 
State Aids application in respect of the State-led intervention and is a necessary prerequisite for 
State Aids approval.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will 
be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

11/06/2013WRB02750Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

11/06/2013WRB0280092. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will give details of the level of take up of MANs in areas in which it has been 
rolled out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26709/13]

11/06/2013WRB02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under Phase I of the Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) Programme, 28 MANs were com-
pleted and 60 MANs, covering 66 towns, were completed under Phase II.  The MANs which 
are regionally dispersed enhance the attractiveness of the locations for indigenous and foreign 
investment.  A list of the MANs and their respective locations is detailed in the tables below.

The MANs are managed, operated, maintained and marketed by e|net, on behalf of the 
State.  There has been significant improvement over the last few years in the take-up by service 
providers of the MANs.  Of the 88 MANs, 81 are currently “lit”, that is, connected to backhaul 
and in use by one or more telecoms service providers.  It is estimated that in excess of 600,000 
individuals and business users are benefitting from the MANs infrastructure.

Since the inception of the MANs Programme, demand for bandwidth has increased sig-
nificantly and this increase is expected to continue.  Almost all broadband service providers, 
(including DSL, mobile, cable, wireless), are increasingly turning to optical fibre to backbone 
their networks.  Service providers will continue to bring optical fibre closer to their end users.  
The MANs are ready to meet the demand for fibre connectivity and to serve the needs of service 
providers and their end users for the foreseeable future.

Phase One

- Town County
1 Cavan Cavan
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- Town County
2 Kingscourt Cavan
3 Cork Cork
4 Carlow Carlow
5 Letterkenny Donegal
6 Gweedore Donegal
7 Galway Galway
8 Kilkenny Kilkenny
9 Portlaoise Laois
10 Carrick on Shannon Leitrim
11 Manorhamiltom Leitrim
12 Limerick Limerick
13 Dundalk Louth
14 Drogheda Louth
15 Ballina Mayo
16 Belmullet Mayo
17 Kiltimagh Mayo
18 Carrickmacross Monaghan
19 Monaghan Monaghan
20 Tullamore Offaly
21 Roscommon Roscommon
22 Sligo Sligo
23 Clonmel Tipperary
24 Dungarvan Waterford
25 Waterford Waterford
26 Athlone Westmeath
27 Mullingar Westmeath
28 Wexford Wexford

Phase 2

- Town County
1 Cootehill Cavan
2 Kilrush Clare
3 Bantry Cork
4 Blarney Cork
5 Carrigaline Cork
6 Charleville Cork
7 Dunmanway Cork
8 Fermoy Cork
9 Kanturk Cork
10 Kinsale Cork
11 Midleton Cork
12 Mitchelstown Cork
13 Passage West Cork
14 Ringaskiddy Cork
15 Skibbereen Cork
16 Youghal Cork
17 Ballybofey Donegal
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- Town County
18 Ballyshannon Donegal
19 Buncrana Donegal
20 Bundoran Donegal
21 Carndonagh Donegal
22 Donegal Town Donegal
23 Stranorlar Donegal
24 Donabate Dublin
25 Portrane Dublin
26 Lusk Dublin
27 Skerries Dublin
28 Athenry Galway
29 Ballinasloe Galway
30 Clifden Galway
31 Gort Galway
32 Loughrea Galway
33 Killarney Kerry
34 Castleisland Kerry
35 Tralee Kerry
36 Listowel Kerry
37 Thomastown Kilkenny
38 Abbefeale Limerick
39 Newcastlewest Limerick
40 Longford Longford
41 Ardee Louth
42 Ballinrobe Mayo
43 Claremorris Mayo
44 Knock Mayo
45 Dunboyne Meath
46 Clonee Meath
47 Dunshaughlin Meath
48 Kells Meath
49 Navan Meath
50 Trim Meath
51 Bailieborough Cavan
52 Castleblaney Monaghan
53 Clones Monaghan
54 Nenagh North Tipperary
55 Roscrea North Tipperary
56 Templemore North Tipperary
57 Edenderry Offaly
58 Banagher Offaly
59 Birr Offaly
60 Cahir South Tipperary
61 Carrick on Suir South Tipperary
62 Tipperary Tipperary
63 Cashel Tipperary
64 Blessington Wicklow
65 Kilcoole Wicklow
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- Town County
66 Newtownmounkennedy Wicklow

11/06/2013WRB02950Energy Prices

11/06/2013WRB0300093. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the actions he will take to help lower the costs of electricity for small and medium sized 
enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27837/13]

11/06/2013WRB03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity market is a matter for the Commission 
for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body.  Prices in the electricity 
retail market are fully deregulated.  Customers can therefore avail of competitive offerings from 
electricity and gas suppliers.  Prices are set by suppliers and are commercial and operational 
matters for them.  I have no statutory function in the setting of electricity prices.

Electricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density.

The most important factor affecting electricity prices in Ireland is the continuing upward 
trend in international gas prices.  Wholesale natural gas prices have been on an upward curve 
since the second half of 2009 driven by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and 
the significant growth in demand from China and India.  This feeds directly through to retail 
electricity prices as most of Ireland’s electricity is produced at gas-fired stations.  Ireland it at 
the mercy of international fossil fuel prices, which dictate the retail price of electricity.

The trend of increasing gas prices in the European commodities market, and the underlying 
dependence on gas in the electricity mix underline the need to maintain the focus on continuing 
to address controllable cost factors, to increase the penetration of indigenous secure renewables 
in the Irish electricity system and to take action on energy efficiency in homes and businesses.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure 
on prices.  In addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.

I am committed to working with enterprise and with the energy sector to ensure that the 
costs of energy are as competitive as possible.  In this context, promotion of energy efficiency 
measures is an area within our control where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.

Energy efficiency represents a significant opportunity for both businesses and households 
to reduce their energy costs.  There are energy efficiency measures in place to assist SMEs.  
The Energy Efficiency Fund, which I announced in February and which will commence fund-
ing specific measures in the near future, will assist energy efficiency projects in the public and 
commercial sectors.  Another support is the SME programme administered by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), under the Better Energy in Business programme.  It helps 
2,000 businesses improve their energy efficiency and competitiveness.

Promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy will help offset the impact of volatile 
fossil fuel prices.  The Government has a renewable electricity target of 40% by 2020.  Good 
progress has been made in meeting this target and its realisation will introduce more certainty 
in the energy fuel mix as well as boosting security of supply.
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The latest EUROSTAT figures show that electricity prices in Ireland increased for small 
business customers by 1.4% and for medium business by 6% in the second half of 2012 giving 
a ranking of 4th most expensive in the EU in both categories.  In the case of the small business 
category, its ranking has dropped one place. In the case of medium businesses, the ranking is the 
same as in the previous six-month period.  The effects of the price drivers outlined earlier in this 
response tend to affect Irish electricity and gas prices negatively, and in the case of electricity 
tend to place Irish prices towards the more expensive position in the EU rankings.  

11/06/2013WRB03150Biofuel Obligation Scheme Targets

11/06/2013WRB0320094. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the total extra annual cost to motorists here of the biofuels blending obligation; 
if an assessment has been carried out on the indirect land use change impacts of biofuels here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26631/13]

11/06/2013WRB03300526. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the degree to which the use and production of biodiesel, bioethanol or other 
energy continues to develop in accordance with targets; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27346/13]

11/06/2013WRB03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 94 and 526 together.

The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive set a binding target on all Member States to achieve 
at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020.  The primary means, for most if not all 
Member States, of meeting this target will be by the increased use of biofuels.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 and works by obligating large 
road transport fuel suppliers to bring a certain amount of biofuels to the market. The aim of the 
scheme is to ensure that Irish consumers have access to appropriately priced, sustainable and 
reliable sources of biofuel.  The scheme is certificate based and the trading mechanism allows 
the scheme to provide a stable market, protecting consumers from structural rigidities in the 
fuel supply market, which could result in episodic periods of high fuel prices, while also ensur-
ing delivery of targets.

This has seen increased amounts of biofuels such as biodiesel and bioethanol being de-
ployed in Ireland.  From the start of this year, I have increased the obligation on fuel suppliers 
to include at least 6% by volume biofuels in their overall annual disposal of road transport fuels 
from the previous obligation rate of 4%.  The recent increase in the obligation rate along with 
future increases will see the biofuel market grow which will continue to create further opportu-
nities for the indigenous biofuel industry.

Accurately assessing the effect the biofuel obligation has on prices paid by the motorist is 
complex as open market costs are only known by the market players themselves.  However, 
my Department estimates that the extra cost to the motorist of using biofuels in 2012 was in the 
region of €28 million which when factored into the overall consumption of road transport fuels 
of 4.231 billion litres equates to less than 0.7 cent per litre.

The issue of indirect land use change (ILUC) is a very complex one and assessing its impact 
is extremely difficult.  Late last year, the European Commission, following a number of analyti-
cal studies to better understand the potential indirect land-use changes and impacts associated 
with the production of biofuels, circulated a proposal to amend sections of the Renewable En-
ergy Directive.  This proposal is being progressed during the Irish Presidency of the Council of 
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the EU.  One of the amendments proposed is that no more than 5% of the energy in the transport 
sector should come from biofuels produced from certain feedstocks.  The proposal also aims 
to promote the production and uptake of advanced biofuels with low risk of ILUC and to im-
prove the efficiency of biofuel production processes.  The European Commission proposal will 
continue to be discussed under the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council. In 2012, 128 million 
litres of biofuel was placed on the market.  Of this, more than half was biodiesel produced from 
wastes and residues and therefore had no indirect land use impacts.

11/06/2013WRB03450Budget Measures

11/06/2013WRB0350095. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if he has received indicative figures from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the fiscal adjustment his Depart-
ment will be asked to make in 2014 and 2015; the size of that adjustment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26641/13]

11/06/2013WRB03600The Taoiseach: In the context of the forthcoming Budget, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure & Reform has asked my Department to identify savings which will feed into the ex-
penditure decisions by Government for the Estimates 2014 and the setting of future Ministerial 
ceilings. The identification of savings options should ensure that a sufficient range of proposals 
are made by all Departments to help the Government make well-informed choices about spend-
ing priorities and allocations. The scale of the adjustments for 2014 was set out in part 1 of the 
Expenditure Report 2013, which was published in December 2012. Government will be making 
decisions on the future ceilings as part of the forthcoming budgetary deliberations.

11/06/2013WRB03650Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRB0370096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach if he will list the cost of each Ombudsman un-
der his remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the on-going economic difficulties which 
challenge us all to work differently. [26642/13]

11/06/2013WRB03800The Taoiseach: There is no Ombudsman under the remit of my Department.

11/06/2013WRC0010Waste Generation Survey

11/06/2013WRC0020097. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Taoiseach if he satisfied that the Waste Generation 
Survey 2012 conducted recently by the Central Statistics Office meets with the commitment to 
reduce bureaucracy and red tape for small and medium enterprises in that a one page survey has 
two instruction manuals one of five pages on how to fill in the details and one of 77 pages on 
the technical terms that must be used in completing the survey which is statutory to complete; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26645/13]

11/06/2013WRC00300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Waste 
Generation Survey 2012 is being undertaken by the CSO to meet EU legal requirements on 
reporting waste statistics. The relevant legal act is Commission Regulation (EC) No.2150/2002 
of 25 November 2002 as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No. 849/2010 of 27 Sep-
tember 2010. The survey will provide comprehensive information on the types and volumes of 
waste being produced by the services and industry sectors.

The survey sample covers around 1.6% of all enterprises with lower sampling rates used 
for small and medium enterprises. The sample excludes enterprises that already return similar 
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administrative data to the Environmental Protection Agency.

The 77- page survey booklet mainly consists of the detailed classification of waste items and 
an alphabetical look-up index to facilitate respondents.

One of the CSO’s high level goals is to reduce burden on respondents. The CSO’s 2011 Re-
sponse Burden Monitor showed that the administrative burden on business due to CSO surveys 
in 2011 was 70% of what it was in the base year 2008. The level of administrative burden due 
to statistics is 0.3% of the Business Regulation Forum’s estimate of the total cost of regulation 
to Irish business.

Repatriation of Money

11/06/2013WRC0040098. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Taoiseach the amount of money being repatriated 
from here to Poland; its sources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26354/13]

11/06/2013WRC0050099. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Taoiseach the amount of money being repatriated 
from here to Nigeria; its sources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26355/13]

11/06/2013WRC00600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 98 and 99 together.

Data on money repatriated by migrants are not published at country level.  The table shows 
estimates of total repatriations (i.e. migrants’ remittances and income of temporary workers in 
Ireland) to EU 27 and non-EU27 countries for the years 2007 to 2012. 

€m Total Repatriations Total Repatriations to EU27 
countries

Total Repatriations to Non-EU27 
countries

2012 1,614 1,215 399
2011 1,637 1,216 421
2010 1,777 1,297 480
2009 1,894 1,405 489
2008 1,888 1,285 603
2007 1,912 1,354 558

These data on repatriations are from the CSO Balance of Payments (BOP) quarterly sta-
tistical release.  Migrants’ remittances are included in Current Transfers in the BOP Current 
Account and are defined as remittances abroad by persons who come to an economy and stay, 
or expect to stay, for a year or more.  Data on income of temporary employees are  included in 
the BOP Current Account under the heading Compensation of Employees.  These data cover in-
come of non-resident workers in Ireland, i.e. workers residing in Ireland for less than one year. 

Due to their nature, migrants’ remittances and income of temporary employees are a chal-
lenge to measure and as data sources become available, the estimation models are strengthened.  
At present, migrants’ remittances are estimated using P35 income information available, with 
some geographic detail of migrants, from Revenue.  Remittances are estimated as a percentage 
of income, with the percentage applied varying by geographic area.  Earnings of non-resident 
workers are based on data from BOP surveys (surveys of companies and embassies) and from 
estimates of numbers of temporary workers in Ireland (using Irish and Northern Irish census of 
population data).  All income of temporary workers are treated as repatriations.

As part of Ireland’s reporting of BOP statistics to the IMF, the data above is supplied at total 
level (i.e. with no country geographic detail) to the IMF and is included in their BOP database.  
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The World Bank use the information from the IMF BOP database for their own analyses and as 
part of this work, the World Bank estimates a country breakdown of the Ireland total repatria-
tions.  The estimates generated by the World Bank should not be taken as official estimates of 
repatriations from Ireland at country level. 

11/06/2013WRC00650Employment Data

11/06/2013WRC00700100. Deputy John Deasy asked the Taoiseach the percentage of the overall workforce that 
is employed in small and medium enterprises. [26494/13]

11/06/2013WRC00800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The break-
down requested by the Deputy is included in Table 1 which follows.  The year 2010 is the latest 
reference year for which final data is available. Data from 2006 – 2010 is included for compari-
son purposes. The source of the estimates is the Business Demography series as published by 
the Central Statistics Office (CSO).

Small to medium enterprises (SME’s) are defined as follows:

1. Small Enterprises: less than 50 persons engaged.

2. Medium Enterprises: between 50 and 249 persons engaged.

3. Large Enterprises: greater than 250 persons engaged.

The enterprise figures quoted relate to the private business economy, which includes Indus-
try, Construction and Services in NACE Rev 2 sectors B – N (excluding 64.20 “Activities of 
holding companies”). Enterprises in the Public Sector, Health, Education and Agriculture are 
not covered.

Table 1: Persons Engaged as percentage of total by Year (2006 - 2010):

Enterprise Persons 
Engaged   

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Small Enterprises 0 - 49 53% 52% 50% 51% 50%
Medium Enterprises 50 - 249 20% 20% 20% 19% 19%
Large Enterprises 250 and over 27% 28% 30% 30% 31%
All Enterprises Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

The following should be noted when analysing the figures provided above. The figures 
provided are on a “person engaged in employment” basis and not on an employee basis.   The 
definitions used are:

1. Persons engaged, includes employees, proprietors and family members. 

2. Employees are persons who are paid a fixed wage or salary. Persons at work or temporar-
ily absent because of illness, holidays, strike etc, are included. Persons working on a labour-
only subcontract basis are excluded.

3. Proprietors and family members; included here are those proprietors (partners etc) and 
members of their families who work regularly in the firm and are not paid a definite wage or 
salary.

The Business Demography Press Release of 22 June 2012 is available at;
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http://www.cso.ie/en/newsandevents/pressreleases/2012pressreleases/pressreleasebusi-
nessdemography2010/

Employment Data

11/06/2013WRC00900101. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Taoiseach the number of persons employed in the 
multinational sector and in indigenous small and medium enterprises in 2013. [27016/13]

11/06/2013WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The break-
downs requested by the Deputy are included in Tables 1 and 2 as follows.  The year 2010 is the 
latest reference year for which final data is available. The source of the estimates for Table 1 is 
the Business in Ireland Report 2010, as published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO).

The enterprise figures quoted in this answer relate to the private business economy, which 
includes Industry, Construction and Services in NACE Rev 2 sectors B – N (excluding 64.20 
“Activities of holding companies”). Enterprises in the Public Sector, Health, Education and 
Agriculture are not covered.

Table 1 provides a breakdown of employment by sector of persons engaged in Ireland in 
foreign-owned multinationals. It is not possible to provide a breakdown of these estimates by 
size class of enterprise.

Table1: Persons Engaged in Ireland in Foreign-Owned Multinationals by Sector, 2010

Sector Persons Engaged
Manufacturing 79,831
Construction 3,644
Distribution 75,543
Services (ex Financial Sector) 97,746
All Sectors 256,764

Table 2 as follows provides employment by sector for all enterprises broken down by size 
class. The source of these estimates is the Business Demography series as published by the 
Central Statistics Office. As this information is from a different source to Table 1 above, it is 
not possible to directly estimate employment in indigenous enterprises.  Additionally it can be 
noted that Table 2 does not cover all NACE Rev 2 sectors included in Table 1. Specifically, 
NACE Rev 2 Sectors B (Mining and Quarrying), D (Electricity, gas, steam and air condition-
ing supply), E (Water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation activities)  and K 
(Financial and insurance activities excluding activities of holding companies)  are not included.

Table 2: Number of Active Enterprises and Persons Engaged by Sector and Size Class:

Class Size Active Enterprises Persons Engaged
Micro (<10 employees) 177,547 336,581
Small (10 – 49) 14,984 285,439
Medium (50-549) 2,441 232,498
All SME’s (<250) 194,972 854,518
Large 459 382,867
All Sizes 195,431 1,237,385

It should be noted that figures provided are on a “person engaged in employment” basis and 
not on an employee basis. The definitions used are:
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1. Persons engaged, includes employees, proprietors and family members. 

2. Employees are persons who are paid a fixed wage or salary. Persons at work or temporar-
ily absent because of illness, holidays, strike etc, are included. Persons working on a labour-
only subcontract basis are excluded.

3. Proprietors and family members; included here are those proprietors (partners etc) and 
members of their families who work regularly in the firm and are not paid a definite wage or 
salary.

The Business Demography Press Release of 22 June 2012 is available at;

http://www.cso.ie/en/newsandevents/pressreleases/2012pressreleases/pressreleasebusi-
nessdemography2010/  

The Business in Ireland Release of November 2012 is available at;

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/multisectoral/2010/busi-
nessinireland2010.pdf

11/06/2013WRC01050EU Directives

11/06/2013WRC01100102. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach the work his Department is currently un-
dertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential Bill to go through the 
Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory Instrument, to ensure Ireland is in compliance 
with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European Union; the deadline in each case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27481/13]

11/06/2013WRC01200The Taoiseach: Responsibility for transposing EU measures into Irish law rests with indi-
vidual Departments with responsibility for the relevant policy area. 

The Department of the Taoiseach has no EU Directives awaiting transposition.   

EU Presidency Expenditure

11/06/2013WRC01300103. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details of any fees paid to speakers at events during Ireland’s EU Preseidency. 
[26640/13]

11/06/2013WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
detailed organisation of events during the Presidency is the responsibility of the hosting Depart-
ment and there is no centralised record of fees that might be paid to speakers.  In the case of my 
own Department, no fees have been paid to speakers at events held in Ireland.  However as part 
of the Presidency cultural programme fees have been paid in three instances as follows: 

€250 for Dr Marie Bourke of the National Gallery of Ireland for a lecture at the Acropolis 
Museum in Athens on ‘Key Trends in European Museums of the 21st Century’ on 8 April 2013.

€250 for Dr Marie Bourke of the National Gallery of Ireland for a lecture on the same topic 
at the State Museum of Contemporary Art in Thessaloniki, on 10 April 2013.

€200 for Dr. Donald M. MacRaild of University of Northumbria for a lecture given at the 
Irish Institute of Hellenic Studies in Athens on ‘Periphery, Core and Diaspora - Irish and Greek 
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Migration in the 19th and 20th Century’, on 18 April 2013. 

Passport Applications

11/06/2013WRC01500104. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the alternatives that are in place for a person in need of an emergency passport and need-
ing to make the application in person in the Passport Office when there are no available appoint-
ments on-line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27158/13]

11/06/2013WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Emer-
gency passports permitting travel abroad are issued only in circumstances where the Passport 
Service is satisfied, on the basis of the application and supporting evidence, that: the proposed 
journey is related to the death or serious injury or illness abroad of a close relative or a medical 
emergency relating to the applicant him/herself; and the presence of the applicant at the foreign 
location in connection with such an unexpected event is necessary or highly desirable; and the 
need to travel has arisen at short notice.

In such situations of genuine and unforeseen urgency an applicant will be seen immediately 
upon presentation at either the passport office in Dublin and Cork. No appointment is required.   

Additionally, my Department provides a Duty Officer Service outside normal office hours 
to deal with matters requiring immediate attention, including the issue of passports in such 
circumstances. 

Foreign Conflicts

11/06/2013WRC01700105. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in response to Rafif Jouejati’s call for a No Fly Zone in Syria, if he intends to promote 
such an action both at the EU and UN level in order to hamper the Assad regime’s overwhelm-
ing dominance in terms of air power; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26673/13]

11/06/2013WRC01800113. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps he will take to prevent EU countries from wrecking any proposed peace process 
in Syria. [27033/13]

11/06/2013WRC01900118. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the imposition of a no-fly zone for Syria. [27498/13]

11/06/2013WRC02000119. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recent lifting of the EU arms embargo on Syria. [27499/13]

11/06/2013WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 105, 113, 118 and 119 together.

The crisis in Syria is undoubtedly the major challenge confronting the international commu-
nity at present. It is being extensively discussed at EU level within the Foreign Affairs Council, 
including at the most recent Council which I attended in Brussels on 27 May. 

All member States are united in their support for diplomatic efforts to reach a political solu-
tion to this appalling conflict.  In particular, the EU is extending its full support to the initiative 
of the US and Russia aimed at bringing both sides in Syria to a further peace conference in 
Geneva, on the basis of the Geneva Communiqué of June 2012, with a view to mapping out a 



11 June 2013

136

genuine transition towards democracy in Syria. In its May 27 Conclusions, the Foreign Affairs 
Council urged both sides to respond positively to the US-Russia initiative and to engage openly 
in a genuine process of negotiation. It also reaffirmed that the EU will spare no effort in helping 
to create the appropriate conditions for a successful convening of the conference. 

The renewal of the EU’s sanctions against Syria, including the arms embargo, was  ex-
tensively discussed by the Council at its May 27 meeting.   There are differing views among 
partners as to how the EU can best promote the search for a political solution, which remains 
the primary objective for us all.  I reiterated on behalf of the Government our firm view that lift-
ing the arms embargo would be unlikely to assist efforts to achieve a political solution.  On the 
contrary, we believe that the provision of arms to the Syrian moderate opposition, even if well-
intentioned, is likely to contribute to further militarisation of the conflict and to lead to greater 
levels of violence in Syria and in the wider region.  I further stated my view that lifting the arms 
embargo ran the clear risk of endangering the “Geneva II” initiative led by the US and Russia. 

It is obviously a matter of regret that the Foreign Affairs Council was unable to agree to 
renew the EU arms embargo against Syria, which, as a result, expired on 31 May. However, I 
welcome the fact that the Council did agree to renew the remainder of the existing sanctions 
directed against the Assad regime, which will remain in force for a further year. 

It is important to underline that all 27 member States of the EU remain fully united in their 
desire to promote the earliest possible end to violence and a political resolution leading to tran-
sition and the establishment of a functioning democracy in Syria. In the Council Declaration 
that accompanied the Council Decision on renewal of the sanctions package, it was noted that 
no member State intending to do so will proceed at this stage with the delivery of arms to Syria.  
The Council also agreed to review its position before 1 August on the basis of a report from the 
High Representative on the developments related to the US-Russia initiative and on the engage-
ment of the Syrian parties.

In relation to calls which have been made for the establishment of a no-fly zone over Syria, 
this would obviously necessitate broad international agreement and could only be authorised 
through a UN Security Council Resolution specifically mandating such a step. Regrettably, the 
Security Council has not been able to agree any Resolution on Syria since the conflict erupted 
in March 2011 and it appears most unlikely that the political will exists within the Council at 
present to reach agreement on such a proposal.

Foreign Conflicts

11/06/2013WRC02200106. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he supports inclusive peace negotiations in Colombia that provide for a stronger role for civil 
society, and the creation of conditions for the safe participation of civil society in the process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26700/13]

11/06/2013WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
strongly support the Colombian peace process and hope that the ongoing negotiations will 
bring an end to the long conflict there that has caused much suffering. I warmly welcome the 
agreement reached recently on the land reform element of these peace negotiations.  I wish the 
parties success in reaching agreement on the other important items remaining on their agenda 
so that a final comprehensive peace agreement can be secured.   When I met with Colombia’s 
President Santos earlier this year, I assured him of Ireland’s support for the peace process.  I 
added that we stand ready, within available means, to share our experiences if invited to do so 
by the parties to the process.  President Santos expressed his appreciation of our support, adding 
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that he is very aware of our own peace process and that the Colombian process has incorporated 
some useful lessons from it.  

At the recent Universal Periodic Review of Colombia at the Human Rights Council, Ireland 
expressed strong support for the Colombian peace process and encouraged all parties to ensure 
adequate space for civil society in the process, paying special attention to the participation of 
women and indigenous communities.  I know that some trade unionists and civil society activ-
ists, such as those from the Patriotic March who visited Dublin recently, have expressed con-
cerns that their activism places them at risk of attack.  

In my view, it is essential to any democratic society that all citizens, regardless of political 
affiliation, who engage peacefully in the political and social developments of their society, can 
do so without fear of threat or persecution, in particular in the form of risks to their personal 
security.  For this reason, I urge all parties in Colombia to address issues of insecurity so as to 
foster conditions that best support peace building.  I understand that a series of consultations 
with civil society facilitated by the UN Development Programme and the National University 
of Colombia are taking place.  From an Irish perspective, we see considerable value in a peace 
process being as inclusive as is possible, in particular as we recognise the positive contribution 
made by civil society in our own peace process.

Trade Statistics

11/06/2013WRC02400107. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide trade figures between Ireland and China for each of the past five years. 
[26608/13]

11/06/2013WRC02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) of Ireland compiles external trade figures for Ireland, which are 
available at www.cso.ie.  The following trade figures for China include total merchandise trade 
and total trade in services between Ireland and China, including Hong Kong and Macau, for 
the period January 2008 to December 2012. In 2008, total bilateral trade between Ireland and 
China was €8,907 million (m). Total bilateral merchandise trade was valued at €6,600m; with 
exports worth €2,325m and imports worth €4,275 m. Total bilateral trade in services was val-
ued at €2,307m; exports were worth €1,625m and imports worth €682m.  Total bilateral trade 
in 2009 was valued at €7,144m; with total bilateral merchandise trade valued at €5,209m.  Of 
this figure €2,330m were exports and €2,879m were imports. Bilateral trade in services totalled 
€1,935 m; exports at €1,648m and imports at €317m. 

Total bilateral trade with China totalled €7,603m in 2010. Total bilateral merchandise trade 
valued €5,249m; with exports at €2,494m and imports at €2,755m. Total bilateral trade in ser-
vices were valued at €2,354m with exports worth €1,943m and imports worth €411m. 

In 2011, total bilateral trade with China was valued at €7,824m. Total bilateral merchandise 
trade was worth €5,155m with exports worth €2,453m and imports worth €2,702m. Total bi-
lateral trade in services was worth €2,669m; exports and imports were valued at €2,471m and 
€325m respectively.

In 2012, total bilateral merchandise trade between Ireland and China was valued at €5,027m; 
exports €2,167 and imports €2,860. Figures for trade in services for this period will become 
available from the CSO in September of this year.

From a broader perspective, in 2012, total bilateral trade (imports to and exports from Ire-
land) increased by 4.7% to €318.5 billion. Total exports increased by over 5% in 2011 in nomi-



11 June 2013

138

nal terms and by over 5.5% in 2012.  Exports are almost evenly divided between goods and 
services, with almost all of our export growth in 2012 accounted for by services exports, which 
grew by 11%.  This overall trend is evident in trade with China where our merchandise exports 
decreased in 2012; in large part due to the ‘patent cliff’ in respect of pharmaceuticals while our 
exports of services increased by 52% over the period 2008-2011.

Diplomatic Representation

11/06/2013WRC02600108. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the engagements the Minister of State for Trade and Development had at the United Nations 
in New York on 3 June, specifically around the signing of the Arms Trade Treaty on behalf of 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26790/13]

11/06/2013WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land was one of sixty-seven UN Member States to sign the new Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) on 
3 June 2013.  The Government was represented at the signing ceremony at UN headquarters 
in New York by the Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Trade and Development, 
Joe Costello T.D.  The Treaty is the first legally binding instrument to regulate the international 
trade in conventional weapons.  States which sign up to the Treaty are prohibited from export-
ing arms to countries if they know those weapons will be used to commit gross violations 
of human rights.  Minister of State Costello signed the Treaty on the morning of 3 June at a 
special ceremony in the UN’s Trusteeship Council Chamber. In the afternoon, he attended a 
high-level Ministerial segment, at which UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was present, and 
delivered Ireland’s national statement. Highlighting its humanitarian provisions in particular, 
he described the Treaty as a “strong, robust and comprehensive instrument” that, when fully 
implemented, “will reduce human suffering and save lives.”  

Ireland’s statement at the UN has been well received, including by international civil soci-
ety organisations, which played such an important role in promoting the ATT process since its 
inception over six years ago.

In the evening, Minister of State Costello attended a reception to mark the opening for sig-
nature of the new Treaty, co-hosted by Australia, Japan, New Zealand and Norway. 

In between his ATT-related engagements, the Minister of State attended a working lunch on 
the Post-2015 development agenda hosted by Ireland’s Permanent Representative to the UN in 
New York, Ambassador Anne Anderson. A number of key stakeholders involved in the ongo-
ing discussions on a new international development framework to succeed the UN Millennium 
Development Goals were present at the working lunch.  Later in the afternoon, following his 
ATT statement at the UN, Minister of State Costello attended an Irish community event at the 
Emerald Isle Community Centre in the Bronx, organised by the Consulate-General.

It is encouraging that so many States were in a position to sign the Arms Trade Treaty with 
us on 3 June and that others, including the United States of America, have indicated their inten-
tion to sign. There have already been additional signatures and I am hopeful this will continue 
in the coming months.  The Treaty will come into force ninety days following ratification by the 
fiftieth State.  I believe that the signing ceremony marks a significant step along the way to the 
ATT’s entry into force and becoming a reality on the ground – perhaps as soon as 2014. 

Nationally, the Government will move to ratify the ATT in the second half of the year.  I 
have instructed officials in my Department to begin preparations to ensure that the requisite 
steps are taken in good time to allow for early ratification.
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Encouraging other countries to sign and ratify the ATT will be of critical importance in the 
period ahead.  Together with our EU partners, Ireland will work towards the entry into force 
and ultimate universalisation of the Treaty.  Discussions are already underway within the EU 
on how we can best focus our collective efforts and resources to make that a reality.  Ireland is 
playing its full part in those discussions.

Exports Controls

11/06/2013WRC02800109. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will ensure that medicines are exported to Iran, that while there is no specific ban 
on the exportation of medicines to the Islamic Republic of Iran, essential medicines are not get-
ting into the country because of the current restriction on financial transactions with Iran which 
means Iranian citizens are being deprived of life-saving procedures; his views on the assurances 
given by the Government there that their nuclear programme is entirely peaceful and well moni-
tored by IAEA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26843/13]

11/06/2013WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
is widespread international concern about the nature and intent of Iran’s nuclear programme.  
A number of aspects of Iran’s choices and behaviour in relation to that programme, and related 
policy areas, are difficult to understand other than as efforts to achieve a military nuclear ca-
pability. Ireland shares those concerns.  Many of these concerns relate specifically to activities 
which are or may be contrary to Iran’s obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
and these have been set out in detail in a long series of reports by the IAEA. The Agency con-
tinues to report that, despite nine years of talks with Iran to try to clarify these questions, the 
IAEA has been unable to confirm that Iran’s programme is purely peaceful, essentially because 
Iran has refused to engage with the Agency in substance on these matters.   Similarly, a lengthy 
series of political discussions with Iran by the E3+3 group, led in recent years by the EU High 
Representative, has also been unable to make any progress with Iran in rebuilding confidence 
in the peaceful nature of its nuclear programme.

Iran’s assurances about the peaceful nature of its nuclear programme have unfortunately 
been belied by both its refusal to discuss the aspects of its programme which are giving rise 
to concern, and indeed its continuation and intensification of those activities throughout this 
period.

In relation to the import of medicines into Iran, I have received no substantive information 
on this issue which would alter the terms of my reply to Question No 229 (5954/13) from the 
Deputy on this topic on 5 February 2013.

Diplomatic Representation

11/06/2013WRC03000110. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his Department or the European Union has made any representations to the Palestinian 
Authority (details supplied). [26882/13]

11/06/2013WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
our own peace process in Ireland has shown, reconciliation on the ground between two com-
munities who have been in sustained conflict remains a deeply sensitive process even after the 
successful conclusion of a comprehensive peace agreement. I commend those who are working 
to promote reconciliation between Israelis, Palestinians and other Arabs, and between Jews, 
Muslims and Christians, in the Holy Land.   Irish Aid continues to support work on the ground 
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designed to support this objective.  There are people on both sides who promote such work.  
And there are others on both sides, regrettably, who actively exacerbate tensions between the 
communities. It is disappointing, but hardly surprising, that there may be some Palestinians 
who are not supportive of reconciliation efforts in a context in which no peace agreement has 
been concluded or is even in prospect, in which the Israeli occupation is continuing (seemingly 
indefinitely), illegal Israeli dispossession of Palestinian land continues unabated, and in which 
the impact of occupation on Palestinians is steadily worsening.  I consider that the continual 
injustices and dispossessions meted out to Palestinians by the occupation are the most active 
force working against reconciliation between the two peoples.   The specific incident alluded to 
does not appear to have received any widespread coverage in either Israeli or Palestinian media, 
and is itself reported in very vague terms. Neither our Representative Office in Ramallah nor 
our Embassy in Tel Aviv have been able to yield further information on, or to corroborate, this 
story.   In the circumstances, I do not believe there is any basis for further comment or action in 
relation to this particular episode. 

Diplomatic Representation

11/06/2013WRC03200111. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline his Minister of State’s recent engagements at the May Plenary session of 
the European Parliament held in Strasbourg; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26959/13]

11/06/2013WRC03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Minister of State for European Affairs attended the European Parliament plenary session in 
Strasbourg on 21-22 May 2013. The Minister represented the Council in plenary debates on 
preparations for the European Council meeting of 22 May, Banking union-Single Supervisory 
Mechanism, the draft World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Treaty on copyright 
exceptions for the visually impaired, implementation of the Stockholm Programme and estab-
lishment of the area of freedom, security and justice, 2012 Progress Reports on enlargement in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and the EU trade 
and investment agreement negotiations with the US.   While in Strasbourg, the Minister met 
with members of the Parliament’s negotiating team on the Multi-annual Financial Framework 
(MFF) and bilaterally with key MEPs to discuss the MFF. She also met with the Chair of the 
European Parliament’s Conference of Committee Chairs and with Irish MEPs. 

Passport Applications

11/06/2013WRC03400112. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued each month for the past twelve months; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26975/13]

11/06/2013WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
number of passports issued by month in 2012 and 2013 is detailed in the following table. 

Passports issued 2012-2013

Month 2012 2013
January 34,307 38,951
February 54,055 47,152
March 65,723 53,684
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Month 2012 2013
April 59,767 67,273
May 76,566  
June 66,519  
July 77,831  
August 54,788  
September 40,073  
October 45,961  
November 36,269  
December 20,421  

The table shows a huge difference in passport demand across months with almost four times 
more passports produced in May 2012 than those issued in December of the same year.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 105.

11/06/2013WRD00150Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

11/06/2013WRD00200114. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the costs of repair and maintenance by country, of property assets owned by the State as part of 
foreign diplomatic missions, including embassies, consulates, chanceries and other diplomatic 
representation as well as residential property used by the State for its diplomatic activity; and 
the costs of any improvement works carried out on those buildings in the years 2011, 2012 and 
2013. [27072/13]

11/06/2013WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade currently utilises 138 properties abroad in pursuit of 
its mission on behalf of the State, which includes promoting Irish economic interests, provid-
ing services to the public and representing Ireland in international organisations.  35 of these 
properties are owned by the State and the balance are rented.  They are used primarily as office 
premises and official residences of Heads of Mission. They provide platforms to enable our 
Missions to project a positive image of Ireland overseas and fulfil their varying responsibilities.   
The costs requested by the Deputy in relation to repair, maintenance and improvement works to 
such properties in 2011, 2012 and 2013 (end of April) are attached.

REPAIR, MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT COSTS AT IRISH DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
ABROAD BY COUNTRY

COUNTRY MISSION 2011 2012 2013 (end April)
SWITZERLAND BERNE €23,531 €13,352 €1,507
GERMANY BERLIN €19,284 €16,816 €5,893
USA BOSTON €505 €618 €189
BELGIUM BRUSSELS (EMBASSY) €13,366 €13,188 €2,998
BELGIUM BRUSSELS (PERM REP 

- EU)
€126,956 €96,564 €21,029

ARGENTINA BUENOS AIRES €14,958 €8,581 €4,327
EGYPT CAIRO €14,925 €6,537 €1,034
AUSTRALIA CANBERRA €42,452 €35,586 €16,073
USA CHICAGO €66,635 €1,022 €356
DENMARK COPENHAGEN €36,225 €12,278 €3,716
SWITZERLAND GENEVA €11,271 €7,577 €1,359



11 June 2013

142

COUNTRY MISSION 2011 2012 2013 (end April)
THE NETHERLANDS THE HAGUE €102,317 €157,078 €31,886
HOLY SEE HOLY SEE €116,976 €0 €0
NIGERIA ABUJA €63,423 €272,078 €69,266
PORTUGAL LISBON €31,687 €34,359 €14,356
UK LONDON €748,430 €153,941 €31,559
LUXEMBOURG LUXEMBOURG €5,398 €8,390 €1,377
SPAIN MADRID €18,928 €18,000 €5,615
RUSSIA MOSCOW €29,371 €18,469 €7,411
INDIA NEW DELHI €36,990 €232,349 €96,774
USA NEW YORK - PMUN €49,610 €35,885 €7,108
USA NEW YORK - C.G. €16,550 €9,509 €2,993
CANADA OTTAWA €9,013 €13,437 €2,030
FRANCE PARIS €68,564 €70,656 €31,260
ITALY ROME €11,355 €281,283 €37,982
USA SAN FRANCISCO €1,422 €1,397 €402
SWEDEN STOCKHOLM €3,363 €309 €63
IRAN TEHRAN €6,500 €1,280 €0
JAPAN TOKYO €4,021 €10,853 €793
AUSTRIA VIENNA €47,133 €28,214 €3,178
USA WASHINGTON DC €88,799 €196,626 €18,897
NORWAY OSLO €90,112 €58,620 €5,090
FRANCE STRASBOURG €13,440 €6,652 €485
SAUDI ARABIA RIYADH €105,280 €17,220 €6,298
GREECE ATHENS €18,468 €16,773 €5,841
CHINA BEIJING €25,394 €13,839 €3,796
NORTHERN IRELAND BELFAST SECRETARIAT €132,284 €46,342 €13,131
KOREA SEOUL €5,718 €6,597 €2,021
POLAND WARSAW €9,358 €9,556 €2,742
FINLAND HELSINKI €2,440 €2,264 €1,719
SOUTH AFRICA PRETORIA €27,794 €22,644 €7,667
CZECH REPUBLIC PRAGUE €51,614 €19,727 €4,040
MALAYSIA KUALA LUMPUR €10,658 €11,876 €3,872
HUNGARY BUDAPEST €3,372 €8,216 €745
AUSTRIA OSCE - VIENNA €7,635 €2,236 €599
ISRAEL TEL AVIV €15,439 €10,835 €5,647
SCOTLAND EDINBURGH €6,323 €5,046 €1,335
TURKEY ANKARA €2,374 €21,899 €1,272
MEXICO MEXICO €13,797 €19,826 €5,671
NORTHERN IRELAND ARMAGH €39,750 €76,294 €6,530
AUSTRALIA SYDNEY €2,921 €4,285 €2,774
CHINA SHANGHAI €8,269 €1,014 €343
SINGAPORE SINGAPORE €20,154 €19,162 €3,978
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 
TO THE PALESTINIAN 
AUTHORITY

RAMALLAH €566 €8,544 €2,837

BELGIUM BRUSSELS (P.F.P.) €1,356 €353 €0
CYPRUS NICOSIA €7,795 €3,438 €301
SLOVENIA LJUBLJANA €104,885 €41,915 €3,652
ESTONIA TALLINN €91,606 €1,755 €434
SLOVAKIA BRATISLAVA €1,297 €1,713 €315
BRAZIL BRASILIA €17,548 €30,687 €4,097
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COUNTRY MISSION 2011 2012 2013 (end April)
ROMANIA BUCHAREST €8,590 €9,713 €2,282
BULGARIA SOFIA €467 €339 €103
LATVIA RIGA €2,074 €1,491 €404
LITHUANIA VILNIUS €5,511 €5,383 €1,442
MALTA VALLETTA €5,506 €20,120 €2,108
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES ABU DHABI €1,380 €1,148 €408
USA ATLANTA - CONSULATE €1,080 €2,482 €583
ETHIOPIA ADDIS ABABA €1,732 €3,414 €1,615
LESOTHO MASERU €10,786 €18,428 €764
MALAWI LILONGWE €20,304 €8,748 €1,061
MOZAMBIQUE MAPUTO €64,031 €92,222 €10,413
SIERRA LEONE FREETOWN €18,141 €13,952 €0
TANZANIA DAR ES SALAAM €28,213 €28,423 €5,621
TIMOR LESTE DILI €4,043 €6,023 €0
UGANDA KAMPALA €4,860 €12,139 €641
VIETNAM HANOI €1,493 €194,107 €0
ZAMBIA LUSAKA €118,639 €31,208 €4,966
SOUTH AFRICA CAPETOWN €281

11/06/2013WRD00350Overseas Development Issues

11/06/2013WRD00400115. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his views on whether there is a discrepancy between the conclusions at the 3241st 
meeting of the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council on 28 May, adopting the Annual Report 2013 of 
EU Development Aid Targets, and the indicative amounts contained in the annexe to those con-
clusions; if he recognises that the EU member states reiterate their promises to increase their 
overseas aid budgets in order to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals, but that the 
vast majority of those States have not made provisions for delivering the amounts of funding 
required to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27446/13]

11/06/2013WRD00500116. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will clarify the amounts indicated in the annexe to the conclusions at the 3241st 
meeting of the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council on 28 May; if he intends to drop overseas develop-
ment aid levels to 0.44%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27447/13]

11/06/2013WRD00600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 115 and 116 together.

The Development segment of the Foreign Affairs Council, which I attended in Brussels on 
28 May, adopted Conclusions on the 2013 Annual Report to the European Council on EU De-
velopment Aid Targets. 

The Conclusions note a decrease in collective EU Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
from €56.2 billion in 2011 to €55.2 billion in 2012.  This represents a reduction from 0.45% to 
0.43% of EU Gross National Income (GNI). The Conclusions also note that, despite continued 
budgetary constraints across the Union, the EU remains the largest provider of development 
assistance globally, accounting for over half of total ODA provided to developing countries.

The Council reaffirmed the commitment by the European Council in February this year to 
respect the EU’s formal undertaking collectively to commit 0.7% of GNI in Official Develop-
ment assistance by 2015.  The Union and its Member States also reaffirmed their individual and 
collective ODA commitments, taking into account the exceptional budgetary circumstances in 
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Europe at present. 

I believe it is a very significant achievement in the most difficult circumstances that the 
Government has broadly stabilised the levels of Ireland’s development assistance, following 
several years of budgetary reductions.  In 2011, Ireland provided a total of €657 million in 
ODA, or 0.51% of GNI.  In 2012, we provided €629 million, which amounted to 0.48% of GNI.  
This amount is listed in the Council Conclusions, along with a forecast prepared by the Euro-
pean Commission of spending on ODA by Member States for the years 2013, 2014 and 2015.  
The figures for Ireland for 2014 and 2015 are purely indicative, based on current ODA levels.

The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme. Last month 
we launched Ireland’s new Policy on International Development, “One World, One Future”. 
The policy clearly sets out our vision for a sustainable and just world, and our goals and areas 
of focus for the coming years. It reaffirms the Government’s commitment to international de-
velopment and its centrality to our foreign policy.

The new policy restates the commitment in the Programme for Government to achieving 
the UN target of providing 0.7% of GNP for Official Development Assistance (ODA). We will 
work to maintain our ODA levels broadly at current levels until economic circumstances permit 
us to make further progress towards achieving the 0.7% target.  Preparations for the Budget for 
2014 are currently under way.  While I am firmly committed to working to maintain the aid 
programme at its current level, the final allocation for ODA is a matter for Government decision 
and will be announced in the Budget Statement.

11/06/2013WRD00650EU Directives

11/06/2013WRD00700117. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the work his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, 
through a potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory In-
strument, to ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from 
the European Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27475/13]

11/06/2013WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Re-
sponsibility for transposing EU measures into Irish law rests with individual Departments with 
responsibility for the relevant policy area.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has no 
EU Directives awaiting transposition.

  Questions Nos. 118 and 119 answered with Question No. 105.

11/06/2013WRD01000Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

11/06/2013WRD01100120. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress the state of Mongolia has made as the newest member of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, OSCE, which entered the organisation during Ireland’s 
Chairperson-in-office at the 57th Ministerial Council in Dublin, December 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27542/13]

11/06/2013WRD01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Mon-
golia, one of the OSCE’s Asian Partners for Co-operation since 2004, became the 57th OSCE 
participating State on 21 November 2012, pursuant to Ministerial Council Decision No. 2/12.  
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I was pleased to welcome the Foreign Minister of Mongolia, Mr. Bold Luvsanvandan, to the 
Dublin OSCE Ministerial on 6 December.  In recent weeks, Ireland’s Ambassador to the OSCE, 
Eoin O’Leary, took part in a rapporteurs’ mission to Mongolia to consult with the authori-
ties there on any assistance they might require to meet the requirements of participating State 
status.  On foot of the report of this mission, the exact nature of the OSCE’s engagement with 
Mongolia, including the issue of whether there should be a field presence in Mongolia, will be 
considered.   Mongolia is holding Presidential elections on 26 June.  Following an invitation 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, a sizeable OSCE election observation mission will be 
deployed there.

11/06/2013WRD01250Diplomatic Representation Issues

11/06/2013WRD01300121. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 66 of 29 May 2013 regarding the use of Corps Diploma-
tique or CD sign usage on Irish car registration plates, if he will confirm that there is no legisla-
tive basis here for the use of these signs despite the existence of the Vienna Convention; if he 
will outline the other Departments his officials have been engaging with on the identification of 
vehicles for accredited diplomats; when he expects this review to be complete; if a new piece of 
legislation will be required to bring the use of these signs into the legal framework of the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27568/13]

11/06/2013WRD01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
outlined in my reply of 29 May 2013, my Department is consulting with the Revenue Com-
missioners as well as with other European countries concerning CD vehicle identification pro-
cedures.  It is hoped that this review will be completed by the autumn.  There is currently no 
legislation governing the use of diplomatic licence plates and issue of whether legislation is 
required in this matter is part of the consultative review process under discussion.

11/06/2013WRD01450Human Rights Issues

11/06/2013WRD01500122. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will continue to raise the alleged discrimination and persecution of the Falun Gong faith 
with his counterparts in the Chinese Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27620/13]

11/06/2013WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government is concerned about the treatment of Falun Gong practitioners in China.  Freedom 
of religious belief and expression is an issue which is discussed regularly with the Chinese 
authorities during both bilateral meetings and at European Union level.  At these meetings, 
the Government re-iterates the great importance Ireland attaches to human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and the rule of law and urges the Chinese authorities to ratify the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights. 

In February, officials from my Department met with representatives of the Irish Falun Dafa 
Association and discussed ways in which human rights issues, including the treatment of Falun 
Gong, are raised with Chinese authorities by both Ireland and the EU.

Through the formal framework of the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue, which was estab-
lished in 1995, the EU continues to share with China its experience in the field of human rights 
protection and promotion, and to urge China to take clear steps to improve the human rights 
situation.  Treatment of Falun Gong practitioners is also raised by the European Union as part 
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of regular political dialogue as well as during the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue.  The next 
EU-China Human Rights Dialogue will take place later this month in China.    

The Strategic Partnership for Mutually Beneficial Cooperation, agreed by the Premier Wen 
Jiabao and the Taoiseach in March 2012, was a major step forward in strengthening bilateral 
relations with China.  The Strategic Partnership reaffirms the commitment of Ireland and China 
to respecting and safeguarding human rights.  As indicated in the joint statement, Ireland and 
China will conduct exchanges of expertise in governance and rule of law on the basis of equal-
ity and mutual respect.

Ireland, together with the EU, will continue to address human rights issues, including the 
alleged discrimination and persecution of the Falun Gong practitioners, with China in frequent 
and regular dialogue, through our contacts in both Dublin and Beijing and through the relevant 
multilateral channels.

11/06/2013WRD01650Foreign Conflicts

11/06/2013WRD01700123. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the current civil and political unrest in Turkey; if any Irish citizens have been 
caught up in the current demonstrations taking place; the plan he has in place for assisting Irish 
citizens in the region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27659/13]

11/06/2013WRD01800130. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the anti-government protests in Turkey; and if he will report on any discus-
sions he has had with his counterparts in the European Union in relation to the ongoing protests.  
[27950/13]

11/06/2013WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 123 and 130 together.

I share the deep concern expressed by others in the EU on the violent clashes which have 
been taking place in Turkey. Like the rule of law, pluralism of opinion and the right to peace-
ful protest are part of every democracy and the disproportionate use of force by the police, as 
acknowledged by the Turkish Deputy Prime Minister, was deeply regrettable. I understand the 
Interior Ministry has launched an investigation. 

Many of the protestors have raised concerns about current government policy in a number 
of areas. The government has now begun to meet with protestors and there has been some 
recognition of the need to reach out to those who feel isolated and marginalised by some gov-
ernment policies. I understand that a meeting is scheduled with the Turkish Prime Minister on 
Wednesday 12 June.

However I am concerned by reports that riot police re-entered Taksim Square early on 11 
June and fired tear gas canisters and rubber bullets at protestors. I am disappointed that the 
Turkish authorities appear not to have heeded calls by the EU and others for restraint. I would 
urge all sides to redouble their efforts to resolve the situation through a process of peaceful and 
inclusive dialogue. 

Turkey as a Candidate for membership of the EU is expected to uphold the democratic val-
ues of the EU. EU-inspired reforms have, in fact, facilitated the increasing space for peaceful 
protest and dissenting voices. It could be argued that the protests are evidence that democracy 
in Turkey is maturing and that civil society has been strengthened. 
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As soon as the demonstrations started, my Department heightened the warning in its travel 
advisory, urging Irish citizens to avoid demonstrations and alerting them to the cities and areas 
affected.  Given the potential for further demonstrations and the possibility of violence, we are 
advising Irish citizens to exercise caution and to stay well away from the vicinity of all demon-
strations, including apparently peaceful demonstrations.   

The Department and the Embassy in Ankara are following the situation closely and have 
been providing advice to concerned Irish citizens. The phones of the Department and the Em-
bassy are monitored out-of-hours for calls from citizens seeking advice or assistance. 

I am only aware of one Irish citizen who has been directly caught up in the demonstrations. 
He was unhurt and has been given consular assistance by the Embassy in Ankara. We will pro-
vide similar assistance in any other cases which may arise.

11/06/2013WRD01950Overseas Development Issues

11/06/2013WRD02000124. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the outcome of the EU Council meeting to determine an agreed EU posi-
tion for a development framework post 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27696/13]

11/06/2013WRD02100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The elaboration of a strong, coherent EU approach to the negotiations for a new global 
development framework after 2015, the target date for the Millennium Development Goals, has 
been a priority for Ireland’s Presidency of the EU.  The issue was central to discussions at the 
Development segment of the Foreign Affairs Council which I attended in Brussels on 28 May.    
The importance of the post-2015 development process is reflected in the intensity and range of 
discussions now taking place at all levels internationally, within the European Union, through 
the High Level Panel appointed by the UN Secretary General, which issued its report last week, 
and in the UN Open Working Group on the Sustainable Development Goals, on which Ireland 
is represented, in New York.  The UN has also this year organised eleven major thematic con-
sultations and over fifty national and regional consultations internationally so far this year.   The 
first substantive discussions on a post-2015 development framework were held by EU Devel-
opment Ministers during the informal Ministerial meeting which I chaired in Dublin on 11-12 
February.  Since then, officials from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government, the European External Action 
Service and the European Commission have been working in close co-operation, together with 
EU Member States, to agree Conclusions setting out the broad EU position on the post-2015 
international development framework in advance of a major UN Special Event on the MDGs, 
which will be held in New York in later September.

The EU position is outlined in draft Council Conclusions on the “Over-arching Post-2015 
Agenda”, which were endorsed by EU Development Ministers at the Foreign Affairs Council 
on 28 May. They will next be considered for endorsement by EU Environment Ministers at the 
Environment Council on 18 June, with a view to formal adoption by the General Affairs Coun-
cil on 25 June. When adopted and published, I believe that the Conclusions will demonstrate 
that the Irish Presidency has played a major role in bringing together the different aspects of the 
fight to end extreme poverty and hunger and the challenge of achieving environmental sustain-
ability in a single, integrated approach by the EU to the work internationally over the coming 
two years to establish a new global development framework.
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11/06/2013WRD02150Human Rights Issues

11/06/2013WRD02200125. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
view of the fact that the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of Europe is imminent, if he will 
ask the Lithuanian Government to deal with the serious allegations of inhuman and degrading 
conditions in that country’s prison. [27761/13]

11/06/2013WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I as-
sume that the prison that the Deputy is referring to is Lukiskes prison in Vilnius, which has 
been the subject of reports by the Council of Europe’s European Committee for the Prevention 
of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT).  I also understand that 
the Lithuanian Government is actively addressing the issue of upgrading its prison accommo-
dation and is engaged in an extensive modernisation programme.  I welcome the fact that this 
programme envisages both the upgrading of some prison facilities and the replacement of oth-
ers, including Lukiskes prison, with the construction of four new prison facilities.  There are no 
Irish prisoners accommodated in Lukiskes prison at this time.

11/06/2013WRD02350Consular Services Provision

11/06/2013WRD02400126. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps, if any his Department has taken on behalf of an Irish citizen imprisoned abroad. 
[27762/13]

11/06/2013WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I can 
inform the Deputy that the Embassy of Ireland in Lithuania and the Consular Assistance Sec-
tion in Dublin has provided consular assistance to the person in question since that person’s 
initial detention in Lithuania. The Embassy is in regular contact with the appropriate Lithuanian 
authorities in response to questions or matters which have arisen during the period of imprison-
ment. The person and his next of kin are kept informed of the Embassy’s representations to the 
Lithuanian authorities on various matters, and the outcomes of these representations.

11/06/2013WRD02550Human Rights Issues

11/06/2013WRD02600127. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps he or his Department have taken during the Irish Presidency to specifically ad-
dress the 78 countries internationally which still regard homosexuality as a criminal offence; 
the contact that has been made with embassies of countries with whom Ireland has diplomatic 
links asking them whether they intend to comply with the international covenant on civil and 
political rights in this area. [27769/13]

11/06/2013WRD02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land has identified the rights of LGBTI people as a priority for our term on the Human Rights 
Council from 2013-2015.  Criminalisation and violence directed against persons on the basis 
of their sexual orientation was the focus of a landmark resolution at the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council in 2011.  Ireland was active in the preparation of this resolution.  We also 
have an opportunity through the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, which involves a peer 
review of all United Nations members, to raise a range of human rights issues with our UN 
partners, including the issue of decriminalisation of homosexuality.  In addition, throughout our 
Embassy network, we engage in sustained discussion with States about human rights issues, 
both through exchange of information and views and formal demarches where appropriate.  
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Our diplomatic network has been active in advocacy relating to LGBT rights; this advocacy 
has dealt, inter alia, with the issue of decriminalisation, with concerns we have about new laws 
criminalising homosexuality and with support for civil society and freedom of association and 
assembly.

During the Irish Presidency of the European Union, new guidelines on LGBT rights are in 
the process of being agreed by the EU.  These will serve as guiding principles for the human 
rights diplomacy of the EU and its member States on this issue.

11/06/2013WRD02750State Visits

11/06/2013WRD02800128. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the recent engagements the Minister of State for European Affairs had on their 
recent visit to Croatia; if he will highlight the importance of engaging with Croatia as the new-
est member of the European Union from 1 July; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27783/13]

11/06/2013WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Min-
ister of State Creighton accompanied President Higgins on the State visit to Croatia last week. 
The programme for the visit included formal discussions with the President of Croatia, Mr. Ivo 
Josipović, and Prime Minister Mr. Zoran Milanović. In addition, Minister of State Creighton 
met informally with First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Ms Vesna Pusić. The 
President’s visit comes on the eve of Croatia’s accession to the EU on 1 July 2013. It is fitting 
that the President’s first State Visit to what will soon be the EU’s newest Member State, comes 
during a Presidency that has focused on EU enlargement as a priority.  Croatia will be the first of 
the Western Balkans countries to accede, and the second of the former Yugoslav republics (Slo-
venia being the first). Croatian accession will, it is hoped, be an inspiration for the other coun-
tries of the Western Balkans, and a demonstration that when prospective members are willing to 
undertake the onerous measures required, the EU in turn holds to its promises on enlargement.

Ireland has been positively associated with Croatia’s accession process from the beginning. 
It was during our Presidency of 2004 that Ireland sought and achieved a single clear decision 
on granting Croatia candidate status. Croatia will accede to the European Union on 1 July and I 
will represent the Irish Presidency in Zagreb at the accession celebrations on 30 June for what 
should be a fitting and happy finale to the Presidency. 

Recognising the importance of engaging with a new member State at an early stage, we 
have stepped up our bilateral contacts with Croatian in recent months. In addition to meeting 
with First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Pusić, in Brussels at the regular Council 
meetings, last month Ms. Pusić visited Dublin and held discussions with myself and Minister 
of State Creighton. I held talks in Dublin last September with Deputy Prime Minister Mr Neven 
Mimica, who has since been nominated as Croatia’s first Commissioner. Prior to this, Minister 
of State Creighton attended   the Croatia Summit in July 2012 and also met with Foreign Min-
ister Pusić. 

As Croatia joins the family of members of the European Union, I expect that our relations 
will continue to strengthen and deepen.

11/06/2013WRD02950State Examinations Commission

11/06/2013WRD03000129. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
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views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a school in Libya; the plans that are in 
place to address this issue; if any progress has been made regarding the outstanding debts to 
the teachers involved; the actions planned to address the issue from a perspective of the teach-
ers seeking employment in such circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27802/13]

11/06/2013WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I un-
derstand that the teachers’ dispute with the ISM in Tripoli has been ongoing for some time.  The 
case, however, has only been brought to the attention of my Department recently.  The issue 
is currently being handled by the Department of Education and Skills and the State Examina-
tions Commission (SEC), which has been in direct contact with the ISM in Tripoli regarding 
the unpaid monies.   Officials from my Department have been in touch with the SEC regarding 
the matter and to offer whatever assistance may be considered helpful.  The Irish Embassy in 
Rome, which is accredited to Libya, has also been kept fully informed of the situation and, at 
my direction, has made direct representations both to the Libyan Government and to the Inter-
national School of the Martyrs’ authorities seeking assistance and action to resolve this matter 
and have the outstanding monies paid.

  Question No. 130 answered with Question No. 123.

11/06/2013WRD03250Rockall Island

11/06/2013WRD03300131. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding negotiations over ownership of Rockall and the steps being taken by him 
to secure Ireland’s territorial claim; the developments, if any, in the four way talks between 
Ireland, Iceland, the UK and Denmark; if Iceland made a submission to the UN Commission on 
the Limits of the Continental Shelf; if he will confirm whether sovereignty of Rockall does not 
impact on Ireland’s mineral and fishing rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28034/13]

11/06/2013WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s the issue of Rockall was a source of legal and political controversy in 
both Ireland and the United Kingdom. The UK claims sovereignty over Rockall and has sought 
to formally annex it under its 1972 Island of Rockall Act.While Ireland has not recognised Brit-
ish sovereignty over Rockall, it has never sought to claim sovereignty for itself.  The consistent 
position of successive Irish Governments has been that Rockall and similar rocks and skerries 
have no significance for establishing legal claims to mineral rights in the adjacent seabed or to 
fishing rights in the surrounding seas.  During the course of the Third United Nations Confer-
ence on the Law of the Sea, which took place from 1973 to 1982, Ireland worked hard to achieve 
agreement on this principle. The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which was adopted at 
the conclusion of the Conference on 10 December 1982, provides at Article 121, paragraph 3 
that: “Rocks which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of their own shall have no 
exclusive economic zone or continental shelf.”  Rockall falls into precisely this category.

In 1988, Ireland and the UK reached agreement on the delimitation of areas of the continen-
tal shelf between the two countries, stretching out up to 500 nautical miles from their respective 
coastlines.  This included the division of the Hatton-Rockall area of continental shelf on which 
Rockall is situated, although under the terms of the Law of the Sea Convention the location of 
Rockall was irrelevant to the determination of the boundary.  According to that determination, 
Rockall is situated to the north of the boundary agreed with the UK in 1988 and lies outside the 
zone claimed by Ireland.
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As with any claim to continental shelf lying beyond 200 nautical miles from a state’s coast, 
the UN Convention requires that Ireland and the UK submit their claims for examination to the 
UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  However, the claims to the Hatton-
Rockall shelf agreed between Ireland and the UK are not accepted by Iceland or Denmark (on 
behalf of the Faroe Islands), which make their own claims.

The four countries have met frequently since 2001 in an effort to resolve the overlapping 
claims issue, but have been unable to reach agreement.  In the meantime Ireland, the UK and 
Denmark have made submissions to the UN Commission in respect of their claims.  The Com-
mission’s rules of procedure prevent consideration by the Commission of a submission relating 
to a disputed area without the consent of all the states concerned and Iceland does not currently 
consent to the consideration of these submissions.  Iceland has not yet made a submission of its 
own in respect of Hatton-Rockall.

The Government continues to work for the creation of conditions that will permit consider-
ation of its submission as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRD03450Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRD03500132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the reason his Department has not spent €44 million allocated to it as shown in the end of May 
Exchequer returns; if he expects this underspend to be corrected by the end of the year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28035/13]

11/06/2013WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): At the 
beginning of each year, Departments are required to provide details of how they expect to spend 
their Vote allocations on a month by month basis. This is the profile against which subsequent 
expenditure is measured. Variations from the planned expenditure pattern can arise.   

At the end of May, a variation from profile of €44 million arises for my Department un-
der Vote 27, International Co-operation. This Vote funds Ireland’s overseas development pro-
gramme which is managed by the Development Cooperation Division of my Department.

€497 million has been allocated to Vote 27 for 2013.  At the beginning of the year it was an-
ticipated that cumulative expenditure under this Vote on Ireland’s aid programme would amount 
to €239 million by the end of May. The actual expenditure to that date was €195 million.

The nature of the aid programme makes it difficult to predict the precise spending pattern 
over a 12 month period. Variations from profile arise on occasions. However these are essen-
tially timing differences and are corrected over the course of the year.

I am satisfied that the total allocation to my Department will be fully expended by the end 
of the year.

11/06/2013WRD03650EU Enlargement

11/06/2013WRD03700133. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
view of the upcoming and welcome accession of Croatia to the European Union, the steps his 
Department, both in the context of the Irish EU Presidency and otherwise, is taking to ensure 
that EU policy is focused on the acceleration of the accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the 
Union in view of the fact that this would contribute enormously to the stability and prosperity 
of a region once ravaged by war and hostility; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
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[28090/13]

11/06/2013WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I 
have said in this house on a number of occasions, Ireland, and indeed all 27 Member States of 
the European Union, fully and firmly supports Bosnia and Herzegovina’s EU perspective as a 
future member state of the EU. I share the Deputy’s welcome of Croatia’s imminent accession 
and hope that it will prove to be an inspiration for the other countries of the Western Balkans, 
including Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Along with international partners, it is the EU’s aim to sup-
port a stable and viable Bosnia and Herzegovina co-operating peacefully with its neighbours 
and irreversibly on track towards EU membership. EU membership for Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na is firmly tied to the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of the country.

The path to EU membership for Bosnia and Herzegovina is clear. The EU has set out its 
strategy towards Bosnia and Herzegovina in the European Council conclusions of March 2011 
and the successive reinforcing conclusions. Since September 2011 the EU has installed a rein-
forced and comprehensive presence in the country combining the assets of the European Com-
mission and the European External Action Service, through an EUSR office. The EU military 
force EUFOR ALTHEA remains present in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In terms of EU accession, we were encouraged by the launch of a High Level Dialogue on 
Accession in June 2012 which saw agreement between the political leaders on a roadmap to-
wards accession.

However, campaigning in advance of the municipal elections in October last year saw this 
positive atmosphere eroded. There has been virtually no progress on reforms since then. And 
the political situation has become more complicated with an attempted reshuffle of the govern-
ment in the Federation entity.

The EU has made great efforts to encourage the political leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to move forward with reforms. There is obvious disappointment that the efforts that the EU has 
made in this regard have reached an impasse.  

The EU will now need to examine what else can be done and I believe this can best be done 
in the context of a review of the EU Special Representative’s mandate, which I hope to see 
taken forward by High Representative Ashton in July. 

However, I must emphasise that while we will do everything in our power to encourage 
movement on the path to EU integration, this is ultimately a matter for the political leaders of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The EU cannot impose a solution. The most we can do is use our poli-
cies to encourage and facilitate progress.

11/06/2013WRE00150Excessive Deficit Procedure Administration

11/06/2013WRE00200134. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the Euro-
pean Commission has brought recommendations for actions under the Excessive Deficit Proce-
dure to the European Council; the way Ireland voted in each instance and if there was no vote 
if Ireland objected in any way to any of the recommendations. [27106/13]

11/06/2013WRE00300149. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the Eu-
ropean Commission has brought recommendations for actions under the Excessive Deficit Pro-
cedure to ECOFIN; the way Ireland voted in each instance; and if there was no vote, if Ireland 
objected in any way to any of the recommendations. [27188/13]
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11/06/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134 
and 149 together.

All European Commission recommendations to Council relating to implementation of the 
Excessive Deficit Procedure can be found at the following link: http://ec.europa.eu/economy_
finance/economic_governance/sgp/corrective_arm/index_en.htm.

The Commission’s recommendations are discussed at Council. Typically decisions are 
reached by consensus rather than by formal vote.

Property Taxation Application

11/06/2013WRE00500135. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if voluntary housing organi-
sations such as Foscadh are entitled to pass on the local property tax charge to their tenants 
through an increase in their rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26696/13]

11/06/2013WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that approved housing 
bodies (as well as local authorities) will be liable to pay the Local Property Tax (LPT) on their 
properties in the same way as any other residential property owner, unless the properties in 
question are used to provide special needs accommodation.  This refers to people who require 
support to enable them to live in the community, such as sheltered accommodation for the el-
derly or the disabled.  The Revenue Commissioners have published guidelines to assist local 
authorities in identifying special needs accommodation.  Where an LPT liability arises, the 
Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, deems all voluntary housing body and 
local authority residential properties to be in the lowest valuation band for the initial valuation 
period (2013 to 2016), and also allows such bodies to defer their 2013 LPT liability until 2014.  
This is to allow such bodies to put in place arrangements for the payment of the tax and for the 
valuation of their properties.

I am advised by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
that, in accordance with section 58 Housing Act 1966, housing authorities are responsible for 
determining the rents of their dwellings, subject to complying with broad principles laid down 
by that Department, notably that the rent payable should be related to income and that low-
income households should pay a lower proportion of income in rent.  Within these parameters, 
it is a matter for housing authorities, as an integral part of their housing management functions, 
to ensure that their rental income reflects, as far as practicable, the cost of managing and main-
taining their housing stock.

I am further advised that the current arrangements for determining local authority rents will 
be substantially replaced on the coming into force of section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009, which predates, and does not refer to, the Local Property Tax legislation.  
On enactment of the Housing (Amendment) Bill 2013 I am informed that the Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government will be arranging to make regulations un-
der section 31 re-affirming the principle that rents should be related to household income and 
composition, and reflecting the requirement that housing authorities should set rent levels that 
take account, as far as practicable, of the cost of providing works and services to, and managing 
and maintaining, their rented accommodation.  The Minister also intends to ask the Housing 
Agency to provide the relevant guidance to housing authorities to assist them in making their 
rent schemes to ensure that they comply with the these Regulations.

11/06/2013WRE00650Debt Collection
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11/06/2013WRE00700136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
complaints mechanisms available to persons who have been subject to intimidation and heavy 
handed tactics by persons working on behalf of Revenue sheriffs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [26687/13]

11/06/2013WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that Sheriffs 
are officers of the Court, holding office under Section 12 of the Court Officers Act, 1945.  Their 
debt collection activities are generally covered by the Enforcement of Court Orders Act, 1926, 
as amended and the execution of Revenue certificates is specifically provided for in Section 962 
of the Taxes Consolidated Act 1997, as amended.  When acting in execution of tax certificates, 
sheriffs are governed by the general law, which applies to the collection of civil debts of all 
kinds, and not by the provisions of the Tax Acts.  They are not accountable to Revenue as re-
gards the methods and techniques of enforcement but are answerable before the courts for any 
breach of the civil debt collection law. 

However, notwithstanding the above, the Sheriffs do operate an agreed Code of Practice in 
order to provide a non-judicial complaints procedure for taxpayers.  The Code is designed to 
provide an opportunity to resolve disputes without the necessity for the complainant to initiate 
Court proceedings.  The Code also ensures that a taxpayer receives a written response from the 
relevant Sheriff to any complaint. 

Details of the Code of Practice which are available from the Sheriffs and on Revenue’s web-
site www.revenue.ie are set out below.

Sheriff’s Code of Practice

1. The Sheriff will treat every taxpayer with courtesy; where practicable, notify the taxpayer 
in writing of the lodgment of a certificate in the Sheriff’s Office; where requested, explain to 
the taxpayer the purpose of the visit of the Sheriff, Bailiff or other staff; when goods are seized, 
issue as soon as possible, a written inventory to the taxpayer; furnish the taxpayer with a receipt 
for monies paid; furnish the taxpayer with an account of the proceeds of the sale of any goods 
seized.

2. In return the Sheriff expects that the Taxpayer will pay liabilities to the Sheriff on de-
mand; be prompt in his/her dealings with the Sheriff’s office; treat the Sheriff and his staff with 
courtesy.

3. Complaints Procedure. If a taxpayer feels aggrieved at the way in which his/her case was 
handled, then he/she can complain in writing to the Sheriff’s office; the Sheriff will investigate 
any such complaint and respond as promptly as is practicable depending on the specific circum-
stances of the case; should the taxpayer remain aggrieved after the Sheriff’s response, he/she 
may refer the complaint in writing to the Revenue Commissioners at Enforcement Management 
Unit, Office of Collector General, Sarsfield House, Limerick.  The Revenue Commissioners 
will examine any such complaint and may request that the Sheriff undertake a further review; 
should the taxpayer still remain aggrieved at the outcome of the Sheriff review, the complainant 
may at his/her request be referred to a Joint Standing Committee (JSC) of the Revenue Com-
missioners and the Sheriffs Association, which is chaired by a neutral Chairman.  The JSC will 
review the issue(s) by means of an examination of all the relevant correspondence and docu-
mentation; Where a complaint involves an allegation of criminal behaviour against a sheriff, his 
agents, or staff, then the Joint Standing Committee shall decline to deal with the case and will 
inform the person in question in this regard.

Finally, referral of any matter to the JSC should not in any way to be taken as a diminution 
or a substitution for a taxpayer’s common law rights, which are not impacted on by availing of 
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the process.

11/06/2013WRE00850Tobacco Seizures

11/06/2013WRE00900137. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
tobacco seizures in the four Dublin local authority areas for the years 2009 to 2012. [26815/13]

11/06/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that data on seizures of tobacco products are not compiled on the basis of local authority 
areas and that it would not be possible, therefore, to provide the Deputy with separate figures 
in respect of each of the four local authority areas in Dublin. Information can be provided, 
however, for the overall seizures made in the Revenue Commissioners’ Dublin Region, which 
encompasses the administrative areas of the four Dublin local authorities, and is set out in the 
following table.  The majority of the seizures listed in the table took place at Dublin Port and 
Dublin Airport.

Year Cigarettes (millions) Other Tobacco Products (Kilograms)
2009 81.9 9,452
2010 98.5 1,398
2011 78.4 7,069
2012 82.7 3,617

Banking Operations

11/06/2013WRE01100138. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance his views on the receivership 
of a hotel group (details supplied) in County Wicklow having regard to the fact that other hotels 
in the group are being profitably run; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26850/13]

11/06/2013WRE01200163. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance his views on the receivership 
of a hotel group (details supplied) in County Wicklow; his views on the practices set out by the 
bank on the handling of the receivership having regard to the fact that other hotels in the group 
are being profitably run; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26851/13]

11/06/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 138 
and 163 together.

I have been informed by the bank that due to data protection rules and customer confidenti-
ality the bank is not in a position to discuss details of individual customer circumstances. Each 
customer case is unique and the bank makes every effort to support and work with its business 
customers in a collaborative manner where economically feasible.

Tax Yield

11/06/2013WRE01400139. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance since the tax exemption for 
earnings from stallions was abolished, the revenue that has accrued to the State from the taxing 
of the earnings from stallions. [27413/13]

11/06/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners have pro-
vided me with the following information.  Statistics on income tax and corporation tax receipts 
do not generally distinguish between the yields from different sources of income, the figures of 
tax yields from stallion stud profits are not separately identifiable. Figures of the profits earned 
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from the provision of stallion stud services were required to be returned in income tax and cor-
poration tax returns from the year 2009 onwards. The figures thus entered are as set out in the 
following table for the tax years 2009 to 2011, the latest available. However, it is not possible 
to infer from these figures the amount of tax that would be generated as they would be subject 
to deductions such as capital allowances and losses.

Profits earned from the provision of stallion stud services

Tax Year  Income Tax Returns Corporation Tax Returns

- €m €m
2009 0.5 0.5
2010 0.7 2.3
2011 0.7 2.2

11/06/2013WRE01550Black Economy Issues

11/06/2013WRE01600140. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance the measures in place to address 
the black economy; the consequences for involvement from procurement to purchase; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28014/13]

11/06/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that they are very mindful of the unfair competitive advantage to be gained by those 
businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations.  Their audit and tax compliance programmes 
are under constant review to ensure that they are focused on the areas of greatest risk, including 
risks from a possible upsurge in the shadow economy, particularly in times of recession.    

Tackling shadow economy activity is an on-going corporate priority for Revenue and a 
number of national and regional projects are in progress.  Measures undertaken by Revenue 
include: a prioritised focus on those sectors that traditionally have been susceptible to shadow 
activity specifically cash business, such as the hospitality sector, including bars, nightclubs, 
fast-food/restaurants and entertainment, and white collar cash, such as doctors, dentists, solici-
tors, accountants, engineers etc; a focus on other sectors including the construction and rental 
sectors, and streetscape activities including covert surveillance, cold calls to businesses and 
venues often on a joint or multi-agency basis with the Department of Social Protection (DSP) 
and the National Employment Rights Agency (NERA); specifically, in relation Revenue com-
pliance activity on the shadow economy in the sectors set out above, a total of 2,804 audits 
and 31,638 other interventions were completed in 2012 yielding in excess of €104m. and close 
consultation and co-operation with the Department of Social Protection.  The primary objective 
of these activities is to uncover either non-declaration or under declaration of income and/or 
fraudulent DSP claims.  A High Level Steering Group with representatives from both Revenue 
and the Department of Social Protection meet regularly and oversee information exchanges 
and other areas of co-operation between the departments; multi-agency construction site visits 
(Revenue, DSP and NERA) are now a feature and the site information provided by the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills at procurement stage, on their capital expenditure on new and 
extended school premises, facilitates multi-agency site visits throughout the projects to ensure 
full compliance with all appropriate legislation and regulation; and Revenue chairs the Hidden 
Economy Monitoring Group (HEMG) that provides a forum for the exchange of views on the 
effectiveness of measures introduced in combating the hidden economy.  This group includes 
representatives from employer and business organisations, trade unions and other Government 
Departments and agencies.  Regional hidden economy liaison groups have been established to 
facilitate greater local interaction and more immediate responses to insights and issues that may 
be highlighted.
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Aside from the HEMG, Revenue meets regularly with other representative bodies that have 
concerns over shadow economy activities in their particular sectors.  A comprehensive package 
of measures has been introduced in relation to Excise (Oils) including, requirement for separate 
licences for auto-fuel traders and marked fuel traders, requirement to have a separate licence 
for every premises or place at which the fuel concerned is dealt in, and a requirement that a li-
cence must be clearly displayed at the premises or place.  A new return form was introduced for 
the oil industry providing detailed information on oil movements, thereby facilitating supply 
chain analysis.  Data from the initial monthly returns are currently being examined and plans to 
optimise the use of the data are in progress.  In 2012, there were 86 illicit mineral oil and 11 oil 
laundries seizures resulting in the recovery of a total of 1.1m litres of illicit oil.

Revenue’s tobacco strategy, “Strategy On Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011- 
2013)”, was published on the Revenue website in June 2011. This three-year strategy is un-
derpinned by annual action plans.  During 2012 Revenue’s Customs Service seized a total of 
95.6m cigarettes in 8,108 seizures and 5,277kg of tobacco in 1,395 seizures.  Revenue regularly 
proposes legislative measures aimed at curbing shadow activities.  Two recent examples are, 
firstly, the introduction of on-the spot fines for employers who breach the PAYE Regulations 
was introduced in 2011 and a comprehensive revamp of the Relevant Contracts Tax system 
was implemented in 2012.  On the tax collection side, as the Deputy will be aware, Revenue 
takes action to enforce debt recovery in appropriate cases, including through the use of Sheriff 
or solicitor enforcement and liquidation of companies.  These interventions have a very strong 
level playing field dimension.

In relation to procurement issues, where the value of a State contract is greater than €10,000, 
there are procedures in place under Department of Finance Circular 43/2006 that require the 
successful tenderer to produce a valid Tax Clearance Certificate.  All other payments in excess 
of €1,000 made by State bodies must also be reported to Revenue annually.

On the purchasing side, I presume that the Deputy is referring to consumer protection which 
is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  However, the 
Revenue Commissioners regularly advise consumers of the dangers involved in the purchase 
and consumption of illegal and counterfeit goods, and the use of laundered diesel for example.  

I am satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners commit significant resources annually to 
tackling the shadow economy and take the matter very seriously.  I am also satisfied that the 
approach being taken by the Commissioners consisting of high-profile and multiple interven-
tions in the riskiest sectors, in addition to regular dialogue with the legitimate trade and other 
Government agencies, has been effective in minimising the impact on the Exchequer.

Credit Ratings

11/06/2013WRE01800141. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance if he has given consideration to 
putting in place a creditworthiness database or measure of similar constitution; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28015/13]

11/06/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Reporting Bill, which was 
published in September 2012, will enable the establishment of the Central Register which will 
be owned by the Central Bank. The Register will contain credit information pertaining to both 
consumers and businesses. The Bill also provides that credit providers must access the Register 
when a consumer or business makes an application for a loan in excess of €2,000, in order to 
ascertain their creditworthiness.  When the Register is operational it will act as a support to the 
financial services industry and will support responsible lending and borrowing. It will also aid 
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the supervisory functions of the Central Bank and will enhance consumer protection measures 
in respect of lending.

Second stage of the Bill was completed on 18 April 2013 and the Committee stage date 
and remaining stages have yet to be confirmed. In anticipation of the enactment of the Bill, the 
Central Bank is engaged in preparatory work which will facilitate the coming into operation of 
the Register.

11/06/2013WRE01950VAT Rates Exemptions

11/06/2013WRE02000142. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider classifying 
personal alarms for the elderly as a medical device for purposes of VAT and applying zero VAT 
rating to these products; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28082/13]

11/06/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  While the 
EU VAT Directive and Irish VAT law provide for the possibility of applying a reduced rate of 
VAT to the supply of certain medical equipment this possibility does not extend to the supply 
of personal alarms.  Nor is there any provision in VAT law that would make it possible to apply 
an exemption or the zero rate to the supply of such products.  In the circumstances, the supply 
of personal alarms is liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  The supply of parts and 
accessories is also liable to VAT at the standard rate.  I would point out that Value-Added Tax 
(Refund of Tax) (No. 15) Order 1981 enables VAT paid on qualifying goods to be refunded 
where the goods are purchased for the exclusive use of disabled persons suffering a specified 
degree of disablement.  The Order applies to goods which are aids or appliances, including parts 
and accessories, which might reasonably be treated as constructed or adapted having regard to 
the particular disablement of the person.  A personal alarm for a disabled person may qualify for 
relief under the Order if it may be considered an aid or appliance constructed or adapted for use 
by a disabled person having regard to the particular disablement of that person.  A Claim Form 
VAT 61A is available on the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie).

In addition, the Deputy may be aware of the Seniors Alert Scheme operated by the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government, which provides grant support 
for the supply of equipment to enable older people without sufficient means to continue to live 
securely in their homes.  The scheme replaced the Scheme of Community Support for Older 
People in May 2010.  The grant assistance is made available through community and voluntary 
groups registered with the Department.  Grant support is available towards the cost of purchas-
ing and installing monitored personal alarms, as well as additional or replacement pendants. 

Persons wishing to apply for the grant support should contact the group registered to operate 
the scheme in their area.  A list of these groups is available from the Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government.

Tax Exemptions

11/06/2013WRE02200143. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide consideration 
to revising the exemptions and rebates on corporation tax, such as the facility to carry for-
ward losses and to move losses between trades; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27117/13]

11/06/2013WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Companies are chargeable to corpora-
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tion tax on the profits generated from their economic activities after taking account of allowable 
deductions and reliefs under the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA). Ireland has a transparent 
corporation tax regime that applies a competitive 12.5% rate on a broad base, with limited pro-
vision for reliefs or exemptions. There are certain reliefs available to companies, such as loss 
relief and double taxation relief, which are standard features of corporate tax systems in EU and 
OECD countries. There are also a small number of targeted reliefs that are aimed at promoting 
investment, innovation and employment in the economy, including a 25% tax credit for expen-
diture on research and development and a 3-year tax relief for start-up companies creating new 
jobs.  Regarding losses, Ireland follows the international norm whereby losses incurred in the 
course of a business are taken into account in arriving at the appropriate amount of tax that a 
company should bear.  The availability of relief for losses incurred in a business is in recogni-
tion of the fact that a business cycle runs over several years and that it would be unbalanced 
and unreasonable to tax profits in one year and not allow losses in another. The TCA provides 
that unrelieved trading losses of a company for an accounting period may be carried forward 
for offset against trading income of the same trade in future accounting periods. Trading losses 
carried forward by a company may only be offset against trading income of the same trade and 
not against any other trading income or profits of the company.  

The Deputy may wish to note that the TCA contains a number of measures to counter the 
transfer of losses from one company to another for tax avoidance purposes, often referred to 
as “loss buying”.  For example, Section 400 of the TCA provides that, where a loss-making 
trade is transferred from one company to another company in a group situation, the transferred 
trade is treated as a separate trade distinct from any other trading activities carried on by the 
company acquiring the trade. Any unused losses forward of the transferred trade are only al-
lowable against profits attributable to that separate trade. This ensures that trading losses of the 
transferred trade are ring-fenced to that trade and may not be offset against other trading income 
or profits of the acquiring company.

In addition, Section 401 of the TCA provides that where, within a period of 3 years, there 
is both a change of ownership of a company and a major change in the nature or conduct of the 
trade carried on by the company (e.g. major change in products, services, customers or mar-
kets), trading losses incurred by the company before the change of ownership are not allowable 
against trading income of the company after the change of ownership. 

The effect of these provisions to counter “loss buying” is to restrict the scope for utilising 
losses for tax avoidance purposes by combining loss-making and profitable business activities. 
These provisions are kept under review and, if any loopholes or weaknesses that pose a tax risk 
are identified, I will not hesitate to introduce appropriate legislative amendments.

Tax Code

11/06/2013WRE02400144. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the rules governing the amount 
each director of a company may take out of a company’s reserves as a lump sum at retirement, 
without attracting capital gains tax, income tax or universal social charge; and if he will con-
sider amending the legislation which covers same. [27118/13]

11/06/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to a 
gratuitous or ex-gratia lump sum which might be awarded out of company funds to a director 
on ending employment with a company and not a pension lump sum paid out of the director’s 
pension fund.   In the first instance, ex-gratia payments made by an employer to an employee or 
office holder at the date of cessation or retirement are not subject to Capital Gains Tax.
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Section 123 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 imposes (subject to a number of exemp-
tions and reliefs provided under section 201 and Schedule 3 of that Act) a charge to income tax 
in respect of ex-gratia or gratuitous payments made by employers on the termination of an em-
ployment, where the payment would not otherwise be chargeable to income tax under general 
income tax law.  

Statutory redundancy payments are exempt from income tax.  In addition, ex-gratia re-
dundancy payments or retirement gratuities in excess of the statutory redundancy amount are 
exempt from income tax up to certain limits as set out:  (i) a basic exemption of €10,160 plus 
€765 per complete year of actual service; (ii) a further exemption of up to €10,000 where the in-
dividual is not a member of an occupational pension scheme or irrevocably gives up the right to 
receive a lump sum from that scheme.  If a lump sum is paid from such an  occupational pension 
scheme then the exemption of €10,000 is reduced by the amount of that sum. This additional 
exemption  is only available where 10 years have elapsed since any previous claim for this ex-
emption was made; or  (iii) Standard Capital Superannuation Benefit i.e. 1/15th of the person’s 
annual income (average of the last three years) for each year of employment less any tax-free 
lump sum which is received or receivable under any approved or statutory pension scheme.

It is open to the taxpayer to choose whichever tax treatment is most beneficial.  In addition 
to the exemptions at (i) and (ii), or (iii) above, where an individual is liable to tax on any part of 
his or her ex-gratia payment, Top Slicing Relief (TSR) may also be claimed.  This effectively 
applies the average effective rate of tax which applied for the previous 3 years of assessment in 
place of the marginal rate of tax on the taxable element of any ex-gratia payment. Finance Act 
2013 abolished TSR from 1 January 2013 where the gross ex-gratia payment made is €200,000 
or more.

A Commission on Taxation recommendation that a limit of €200,000 be placed on the maxi-
mum tax-free element of an ex-gratia payment made in respect of termination or change in 
conditions of an employment or office was implemented in Finance Act 2011.  This limit is 
a lifetime cap and applies to all exemptions or reliefs claimed in respect of termination pay-
ments. This cap however, did not apply to ex-gratia payments made on death or disability 
which are provided for separately. As regards such payments a maximum lifetime tax-free limit 
of €200,000 where the payment is made solely on account of disability of, or injury to an em-
ployee or director, was implemented in Finance Act 2013. 

The amount that can be paid as a tax-free ex-gratia payment is affected by a number of dif-
ferent factors including length of service, remuneration levels in the 36 months prior to the ces-
sation date and the recipient’s entitlements under the terms of their approved pension scheme. 
Since 2011, the overall maximum of tax-free entitlements is capped at €200,000.

As demonstrated, there have been a number of changes to the tax code in this area in recent 
years.  As with all tax reliefs and exemptions, they will continue to be subject to review as part 
of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process.

Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

11/06/2013WRE02600145. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if there have been any 
changes made to the disabled drivers scheme which may affect the status of an individual 
applicant (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27097/13]

11/06/2013WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
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sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No: 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts of 
VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme.  The legislation specifies that where a 
person satisfies the Revenue Commissioners that s/he is a Disabled Driver who complies with 
all the conditions of the Disabled Drivers Scheme, that person shall be entitled to relief in re-
spect of a vehicle with an engine capacity of up to but not greater than 2,000 cc.  A higher limit 
of 4,000 cc applies in the case of disabled passengers who cannot drive themselves and who 
purchase a vehicle for their use as a passenger.

The administration of the Scheme was reviewed during 2011 in line with a review of the 
overall practices in the Central Repayments Office. This review was held to ensure that the 
provisions of Section 134 (3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and SI 353/1994 are being 
adhered to correctly and to ensure that all applications are dealt with as provided for in the leg-
islation. There were no actual changes to the legislation.  Revenue met with representatives of 
the Irish Wheelchair Association and the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland in November 
2011 and briefed both organisations on the review.  All literature on the scheme (particularly 
information leaflet VRT 7 which is available on the Revenue website www.revenue.ie) clearly 
specifies the engine capacity limits which must be met for vehicles to qualify under the Scheme.

Departmental Staff Redeployment

11/06/2013WRE02800146. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if additional staff have been 
assigned to audit, investigation and compliance tasks in the Revenue Commissioners since the 
commissioners’ comprehensive expenditure review in 2011, which stated that additional staff-
ing in these areas could yield up to €100 million per year in additional income.  [27119/13]

11/06/2013WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners have ad-
vised me that no additional staff have been assigned to audit, investigation and compliance 
tasks since 2011.  The Revenue Commissioners are subject to the Employment Control Frame-
work staffing reductions imposed since 2009. Revenue’s overall staffing levels have reduced 
from a total of 6,581 full time equivalents (FTE) at the end of 2008, to 5,962 (FTE) at the end of 
2011, to its current level of 5,767 (FTE). Notwithstanding this reduction of 814 (FTE), Revenue 
staff resources assigned to audit, investigation and compliance activities have been maintained 
at around 2,000. The Revenue Commissioners have accorded a very high priority to compli-
ance activity. They are committed to ensuring that, despite the staff reductions, this work will 
continue to be resourced to the maximum extent possible.

Universal Social Charge Application

11/06/2013WRF00200147. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he has given further con-
sideration to increasing the universal social charge levied on earnings of more than €100,000 
for employees since this was raised with him last year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27120/13]

11/06/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Programme 
for Government states that as part of our fiscal strategy, the Government will maintain the cur-
rent rates of income tax together with bands and credits and we will not increase the top mar-
ginal rates of taxes on income.     

It is also a longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of 
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the Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

Banking Operations

11/06/2013WRF00400148. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if there are any banks in which 
the Government is a shareholder that are considering providing an ATM machine in the village 
of Rathvilly, County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27128/13]

11/06/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I must point out to the Deputy that the 
Banks’ policies in relation to operational issues are a matter for the management and boards 
of the institutions.  The Minister for Finance has no role in the day-to-day commercial and op-
erational decisions of the banks, which includes this matter.  These decisions are taken by the 
boards and management of the relevant institutions.  Notwithstanding the fact that the State is a 
shareholder in the institutions, the Minister must ensure that the banks are run on a commercial, 
cost effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as assets to the State, as 
per the Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, 
the ECB and the IMF.  

Relationship Framework agreements have been specified that define the nature of the re-
lationship between the Minister for Finance and the banks. This Frameworks were published 
on 30 March 2012 and can be found at: http://banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-
documents/.

Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 134.

11/06/2013WRF00650Banking Licence Breaches

11/06/2013WRF00700150. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the implications of the fact that AIB 
has an insufficient licence as referenced by the case of a person (details supplied).  [27217/13]

11/06/2013WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the bank that 
due to data protection rules and customer confidentiality AIB is not in a position to discuss 
details of individual customer circumstances.  Additionally AIB is unable to comment on this 
matter as there is on-going litigation in relation to the person concerned.

Tax Code

11/06/2013WRF00900151. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement the 
OECD/IMF/World Bank recommendation that OECD countries conduct individual spill-over 
analysis of their tax policy to ensure that it is not adversely affecting developing countries; if he 
will give a reassurance that tax policy here is not being exploited to the detriment of developing 
countries. [27228/13]

11/06/2013WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
“Supporting the Development of More Effective Tax Systems”, a report to the G-20 Develop-
ment Working Group by the IMF, OECD and the World Bank which was published in 2011.  

As the report was prepared for a G-20 Working Group, the recommendations are, as would 
be expected, only addressed to G-20 member countries.  The report, on page 27, considers that 
“it would be appropriate for G-20 countries to undertake a ‘spillover analysis’ of any proposed 
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changes to their tax systems that may have a significant impact on the fiscal circumstances of 
developing countries”.  Although the recommendation is only addressed to G-20 countries, in 
any event there have been no changes to the Irish tax system since the report was published, 
that would have adversely impacted on developing countries.   Indeed, one recent measure that 
has been designed to positively impact on developing countries has been the extension of the 
foreign earnings deduction to selected African countries in Budget 2013.

As a general point, the expansion of the tax treaty network is a key element of Irish tax 
policy.  In negotiating double taxation treaties, the Revenue Commissioners aim to reach a con-
vergence of positions that will ensure that the treaty is effective and efficient, meets the interests 
of each side as far as possible, is acceptable in both countries and works well in practice.  The 
report notes the important role of double taxation treaties to serve the interests of both treaty 
partners.

11/06/2013WRF01050Property Taxation Data

11/06/2013WRF01100152. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the number of households 
that have registered their compliance for payment of the property tax by the extended deadline, 
which ended at 8 pm on Wednesday, 29 May 2013.  [27246/13]

11/06/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, as they announced publicly on the night, by 8pm on Wednesday 29th May, 
1,539,822 Local Property Tax Returns had been filed.     

I am further advised that the number is now in excess of 1.55 million. 

11/06/2013WRF01250Ministerial Correspondence

11/06/2013WRF01300153. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will furnish Members of 
the Oireachtas with a copy of the letter that is to be sent from him, through Ireland’s Ambas-
sador in Washington, to the Chairman of the United States Senate Subcommittee on Permanent 
Investigations, the United States Senator from Michigan, Carl Levin, rebutting his remarks that 
Ireland is a tax haven; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27256/13]

11/06/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to advise the Deputy that 
this letter was published on the Department’s website on the 31st May 2013 and can be viewed 
at the following link: http://www.finance.gov.ie/documents/pressreleases/2013/mn226.pdf.   

11/06/2013WRF01425Banking Sector Investigations

11/06/2013WRF01500154. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the office holders and former 
office holders who have access to or had access to the Ernst and Young report on Irish Nation-
wide as discussed in the RTE documentary Inside Irish Nationwide.  [27327/13]

11/06/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Both I and the last Minister for Finance 
have had access to an Ernst & Young report concerning Irish Nationwide Building Society that 
was furnished to the Department of Finance.    

However, I have been advised that given the on-going nature of the investigations by the 
Authorities, including in particular the investigation being conducted under the Central Bank’s 
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Administrative Sanctions Procedure into historic lending practices at INBS, as well as internal 
considerations within the bank, the report cannot legally be published at this time.  Publication 
of the report may be considered when the Central Bank proceedings are concluded or when 
any Garda investigation has been finalised (or any proceedings arising from such investigation 
concluded).

I have been informed by the Central Bank that the investigation into Irish Nationwide is on-
going.  Until the investigation has concluded, no decisions may be made as regards any future 
potential action.

Tax Yield

11/06/2013WRF01700155. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 52 of 2 May 2013, if he will provide, in tabular form, the total amount of revenue raised 
in each of the VRT categories for the aforementioned years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27328/13]

11/06/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the net receipts in each VRT category (new and used) in respect of the years 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 are as follows: 

New 2009 2010 2011 2012 
 Cars  €  €  €  € 
 A1 16,373,166 66,604,753 88,854,953 119,390,303 
 A2 76,322,051 108,562,065 133,854,115 107,053,328 
 A3 53,138,901 47,502,223 27,202,265 20,220,250 
 A4 38,220,314 31,518,427 18,474,002 13,000,405 
 A5 28,911,030 16,916,079 11,022,671 9,546,576 
 A6 15,603,672 9,295,367 8,606,705 9,187,720 
 A7 5,826,393 6,481,364 4,705,419 1,104,780 
 Cat B - Car Derived Vans 2,694,107 2,283,993 3,444,872 6,833,348 
 Cat C - Commercial  Vehs 617,550 713,513 1,609,405 2,610,143 
 Cat M - Motorcycles 1,273,160 912,019 749,055 645,310 
 Total    238,980,344 290,789,803 298,523,461 289,592,163 
Used 2009 2010 2011 2012 
 Cars  €  €  €  € 
 A1 3,093,608 5,918,644 9,339,385 11,289,045 
 A2 24,556,996 22,717,951 27,598,305 32,913,929 
 A3 41,197,776 27,683,401 25,687,500 22,913,638 
 A4  25,720,073 14,427,506 11,844,292 8,868,979 
 A5 17,351,800 8,428,912 5,593,867 4,800,477 
 A6 10,585,284 5,946,563 3,820,044 3,723,100 
 A7 8,611,877 5,009,664 3,039,494 2,218,970 
 Cat B - Car Derived Vans 2,998,088 1,090,668 1,088,015 1,220,808 
 Cat C - Commercial  Vehs 1,030,100 672,617 1,292,500 1,430,200 
 Cat M - Motorcycles 1,276,956 799,458 526,883 374,512 
 Total 136,422,558 92,695,384 89,830,285 89,753,658 

Excise Duties Yield

11/06/2013WRF01900156. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
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form, the total amount of revenue raised by the State in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 
from excise duties on a packet of 20 cigarettes and rolling tobacco; if he will also indicate the 
gross national tobacco related excise for each year; if he will provide the rate of excise that cor-
responds to the revenue information already provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27330/13]

11/06/2013WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the available figures of excise receipts and rates in each Tobacco Products Tax 
category in respect of the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 are as follows: 

Year Cigarettes Fine Cut Cigars Other Smoking Total
€m €m €m €m €m

2009 1,155.40 46.6 9.6 4.9 1216.5
2010 1,100.90 44.5 9.6 4.6 1159.6
2011 1,056.80 56.2 9.2 4 1126.1
2012 989.6 71 7.8 3.9 1072.3

 

Tobacco Products Tax Rates

With Effect from 15/10/2008 08/04/2009 07/12/2011 01/05/2012 06/12/2012
CIGARETTES - - - - -
Specific duty per 1,000 cigarettes €175.30 €183.42 €192.44 €233.11 €237.69
Ad Valorem duty as percent of retail 
price

18.28% 18.25% 18.03% 9.04% 8.83%

CIGARS (per kilogram) €250.73 €261.07 €271.34 €271.34 €275.34
FINE CUT TOBACCO (per kilogram) €211.58 €220.30 €228.97 €228.97 €248.61
OTHER SMOKING TOBACCO (per 
kilog)

€173.95 €181.12 €188.24 €188.24 €191.02

Vehicle Registration Issues

11/06/2013WRF02100157. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance when approval will be given 
for remission of the vehicle registration tax in view of the fact that some organisations are wait-
ing more than three months for applications to be approved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26791/13]

11/06/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts 
of VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme.  This scheme is administered by the 
Revenue Commissioners, who have sole responsibility for the determination of claims for this 
relief.     

The Revenue Commissioners have advised that all applications received are normally pro-
cessed within a two-week period provided that all the necessary information and documentation 
is included.  Recently a few cases were delayed whilst clarification of a certain legislative issue 
was being sought.  This matter has been resolved and the Revenue Commissioners have advised 
that they have no applications to hand that have been received more than three months ago.
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Tax Exemptions

11/06/2013WRF02300158. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
the number of religious organisations that are entitled to tax exemptions nationwide; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26863/13]

11/06/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Current tax legislation contains a range 
of tax exemptions and reliefs applicable to charitable organisations, which would include re-
ligious organisations.  These exemptions and reliefs apply, for example, in relation to income 
tax and corporation tax on trading income and investment income and to capital acquisitions 
tax, capital gains tax and stamp duty.  There are, in addition, a number of VAT exempt activities 
in which charitable organisations could engage, such as the provision of education or hospital 
care.   

As these exemptions and reliefs apply to all qualifying charitable organisations rather than 
specifically to religious organisations Revenue does not generally maintain statistical data in 
respect of the entitlement of religious organisations to, or the use by them of, the various ex-
emptions.  However, a body applying to the Revenue Commissioners for charitable tax exemp-
tion under section 207 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (relating to rental and investment 
income) is required, as part of the application process, to indicate under which of the following 
charitable purposes the application is being made:

- Relief of Poverty;

- Advancement of Education;

- Advancement of Religion;

- Other works of a charitable nature beneficial to the community.

Of the bodies which are currently listed as being exempt, a total of 1,160 cite religion as 
their main or principal object.  In that regard, however, some religious organisations would 
have been granted the exemption in respect of other main activities, for example, relief of 
poverty or advancement of education, and would be categorised under those headings rather 
than under religion.  Accordingly, this figure does not necessarily fully reflect the number of 
religious organisations which are exempt under section 207.  The Commissioners publish a list 
of all bodies which have been granted exemption under section 207 which can be accessed on 
the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie. 

Tax Exemptions

11/06/2013WRF02500159. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the tax 
exemptions to religious organisations, taking into consideration the country’s current economic 
difficulties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26864/13]

11/06/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Tax relief for charitable donations is 
provided for in section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  In order to qualify for this 
relief a charitable trust must be for either: 

- The relief of poverty;

- The advancement of religion;

- The advancement of education; or
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- Other purposes beneficial to the community.

In addition, the charity must have been authorised by the Revenue Commissioners as an 
eligible charity and hold charitable exempt status for at least two years.

Religious organisations in the State hold charitable tax exemption under the category of 
“advancement of religion”.  Parishes within a diocese are covered by the tax exemption granted 
to that diocese and, therefore, are eligible to submit claims for a refund of tax under the scheme.  
Relevant bodies of other religious organisations would also qualify for charitable tax exemp-
tion.

Bodies granted charitable tax exemption are subject to periodic risk-focused review by the 
Revenue Commissioners towards ensuring that the terms of the exemption continue to be ful-
filled.  Claims submitted by charitable bodies for a refund of tax are examined by the Revenue 
Commissioners to ensure that the applicants and the donations meet with the terms and condi-
tions of the Donations Scheme.

As the Deputy will be aware, following a public consultation on proposed changes to the 
scheme of tax relief for donations to approved bodies, I announced changes to the scheme in 
the recent Budget.  Full details can be found in Annex E of the Budget book.  I have no plans to 
review the scheme further at this time. 

Strategic Investment Bank Establishment

11/06/2013WRF02700160. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he plans to establish a 
Government-backed strategic development bank similar to the KfW in Germany and the Span-
ish Instituto de Crédito Oficial in order to avail of any planned low-interest bilateral lending 
which may be forthcoming from such institutions in the near future; if he will confirm the pro-
cess by which such loans could be drawn on by the State in the event that such bilateral loans 
are made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26867/13]

11/06/2013WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware from media reports that the 
German Government is in the process of finalising details of a bilateral arrangement with Spain 
that will enable KfW, the German state-owned development bank, to lend €800 million to the 
Instituto de Crédito Oficial (ICO), its Spanish counterpart, to provide liquidity and capital for 
Spanish SMEs.  I understand that the idea is that the Spanish State will guarantee the loan and 
will supervise loan disbursement and supervision through the banking system.  While this is a 
very interesting concept, any guarantee by the State in respect of borrowings by SMEs would 
need to be carefully considered.  However, Deputies can rest assured that my Department is 
closely monitoring developments.   

The Irish Government is very conscious of the need to encourage a vibrant and well-re-
sourced SME sector.  As part of the redeployment of the National Pensions Reserve Fund 
(NPRF) towards commercial investment in Ireland, the NPRF Commission announced on 9 
January 2013 its commitment to a suite of three long-term funds to provide equity, credit and 
restructuring investment to SME and mid-sized corporates.  The NPRF has completed commit-
ments of €125 million to the SME Equity Fund, €50 million to the SME Turnaround Fund and 
€175 million - €325 million (depending on the amount of third-party investment raised) to the 
SME Credit Fund.  As Deputies will be aware, the Government is preparing legislation to estab-
lish the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), through which resources from the NPRF will 
be channelled towards productive investment on commercial terms in the Irish economy.  The 
ISIF will seek to leverage and maximise its resources by attracting private sector co-investment.
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Excise Duties Yield

11/06/2013WRF02900161. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised on 
alcohol products for each month of 2013 to date since the introduction of increased excise duty 
on such products in last December’s budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26869/13]

11/06/2013WRF03000164. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised from 
taxes on alcohol products for each month of 2012; if he will provide in tabular form a break-
down of that revenue per type of alcohol product, spirits, beer, wine, other fermented beverages, 
and intermediate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26877/13]

11/06/2013WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 161 
and 164 together.  

The information requested by the Deputy is laid out in the tables below.

2012 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Beer 32.3 13.8 19.4 25.9 23.5 30.3 27.9 23.5 26.1 25 27.5 32.8 308
Spirits 32.1 9.5 14.2 18.3 17.7 20.4 19 19.2 18.8 19.4 28.8 46.5 263.9
Wine 19.9 10.5 14.5 17 17.3 17.8 18.2 18 19.9 18.2 24.9 35.3 231.5
Cider 3.51 1.75 2.55 3.53 2.87 4.96 3.28 3.96 3.98 3.26 3.77 5.34 42.76
Total 87.81 35.55 50.65 64.73 61.37 73.46 68.38 64.66 68.78 65.86 87.97 119.94 846.16

 

2013 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total
Beer 33.1 14.5 20.1 31.2 25.1 124
Spirits 31.4 9.4 12.5 20.9 16.4 90.6
Wine 25.5 14.9 15.8 22.6 21 99.8
Cider 3.5 1.9 2.6 3.6 3.2 14.8
Total 93.5 40.7 51 78.3 65.7 329.2

 * Intermediate products are included within each product category where appropriate.

11/06/2013WRF03150Property Taxation Administration

11/06/2013WRF03200162. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify matters in 
relation to the property tax; the estimate for a full year of this tax and if estimates are available 
for each county; the estimate for the full county of Dublin, including the four local authorities; 
if the proceeds from property tax will go into general Exchequer; when the power for a local 
authority to increase the tax will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[26846/13]

11/06/2013WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, personalised letters and an LPT Guide is-
sued earlier this year to owners of 1.69 million residential properties either by post or by way 
of their ROS (Revenue Online Service) inbox. 

The Commissioners have confirmed that at the end of the extended deadline 1,539,822 LPT 
Returns have been filed.  I am further informed that this number is now in excess of 1.55 mil-
lion.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Commissioners’ focus is on processing the Returns, deal-
ing with correspondence, telephone calls and payment processing.  It is therefore not possible at 
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this time to provide the details requested by the Deputy until the Revenue Commissioners have 
had time to carry out the necessary analysis of the returns filed and payments. 

For completeness sake, the Deputy should note that in light of the arrangements provided for 
local authorities and social housing associations in the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amend-
ment) Act 2013, discussions are taking place on the most practical approach to securing LPT 
returns from those bodies.  Where local authorities and social housing associations are liable for 
LPT, payment is not due until on or before 1 January 2014.

I can confirm that the proceeds of the LPT will go into the Central Fund.  Section 157 of the 
Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 provides that, commencing in 2014, the Minister for 
Finance shall pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the LPT, includ-
ing any interest paid thereon, paid into the Central Fund during that year.  The Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government has recently confirmed that the Government 
has accepted, in principle, a policy position that from next year 80% of all Local Property Tax 
(LPT) receipts should be retained within the local authority areas where the properties are 
based.  

From 1 January 2015 local authorities will have discretion to vary the rate by 15% above or 
below the national central rate.  The national central rate of LPT is 0.18% for properties valued 
up to €1 million with the liability calculated based on the mid-point of the appropriate band.  
The national central rates for properties valued over €1 million are 0.18% on the first €1 million 
and 0.25% on the excess value over €1 million with no banding applied.  The Government has 
committed not to amend the national central rates for the lifetime of this Government.

  Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 138.

  Question No. 164 answered with Question No. 161.

Fuel Rebate Scheme

11/06/2013WRF03700165. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will give consideration 
to the introduction of a recognised debit or credit card by transport operators to facilitate the 
operation of fuel excise rebate claims; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26880/13]

11/06/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Provision was made in this year’s Fi-
nance Act for the repayment to qualifying road transport operators of part of the mineral oil tax 
paid on the auto-diesel purchased by them for use in the course of business.  This will apply to 
purchases made on or after 1st July 2013.   

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners, who have responsibility for the operation 
of the repayment scheme, that in order to qualify for the repayment, Revenue Commissioners’ 
Regulations will require that the auto-diesel be purchased in the State by the road transport op-
erator, either in bulk or by means of a fuel card approved for that purpose. 

It is not proposed to require the use of a specific fuel card, but a fuel card will only be ap-
proved where the fuel card provider will supply the information required by Revenue about 
purchases of auto-diesel made by means of the fuel card by a road transport operator.  Revenue 
is currently arranging with fuel card providers for approval of fuel cards and the supplying of 
that information. 

Exchequer Returns
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11/06/2013WRF03900166. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance the amounts of value added tax 
returns and PRSI returns that were lost due to liquidations in the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012 and to date 2013.  [26856/13]

11/06/2013WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it does not 
maintain returns data in a format that allows specific extraction for liquidation cases.  Such data 
would require manual extraction on a case by case basis and would be very resource intensive.   

Revenue does however maintain very precise data on all VAT and PRSI money that is writ-
ten out as uncollectible arising from liquidations.  The figures for the years requested by the 
Deputy are detailed in the table below. 

Year VAT (€m) PRSI (€m)
2008 37.90 17.89
2009 62.90 31.38
2010 77.54 36.99
2011 63.20 35.65
2012 50.86 24.61
2013 (Jan to Mar) 23.68 11.49

Property Taxation Exemptions

11/06/2013WRF04100167. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the circumstances in which 
the Revenue Commissioners will deem a residential property to be uninhabitable and the owner 
not liable for the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26900/13]

11/06/2013WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes 
a residential property is defined as any building or structure (or part of a building) which is used 
as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling.  If a residential property is suitable for use as a dwelling 
but is unoccupied, it is still liable to LPT based on the valuation of the property.  However, if the 
property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, it is not liable for LPT.  LPT is a self-assessed tax.  
If a property owner considers that her or his property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, s/he 
should notify the Revenue Commissioners without delay and arrange to provide relevant sup-
porting documentation; for example, photographic evidence, a report from a suitably qualified 
person such as a surveyor or an engineer.  Based on the information provided by the property 
owner, Revenue will consider the claim and make a decision on the matter. 

Each case will be considered on its own merits and it is therefore not possible to provide a 
prescriptive list of criteria that would need to be met for a property to be deemed unsuitable for 
use as a dwelling.  However, a property owner should consider whether the property is habitable 
by reference to the structure of the building, including whether the property has a roof, windows 
and doors, sanitary facilities, and services (water or electricity supply turned off or temporarily 
disconnected would not necessarily mean that a residential property is uninhabitable). 

The deadline for filing LPT Returns has now passed and I am informed by the Revenue 
Commissioners that later this month they will begin writing to customers who have not met 
their LPT obligations.  Where a customer has not filed his or her LPT Return, Revenue will 
pursue collection of the Revenue Estimate of LPT as notified in the letter that accompanied the 
LPT Return.  A range of collection options will be utilised by Revenue, including mandatory 
deduction at source from salary or occupational pension.  Therefore, it is most important that 
any property owner who has not yet filed their LPT return, on the basis that they consider that 
the property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, should contact Revenue immediately via the 
LPT Helpline at 1890 200 255, if they have not already done so.
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11/06/2013WRG00150Property Taxation Application

11/06/2013WRG00200168. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the criteria the Revenue 
Commissioners apply when establishing whether or not two residential properties with shared 
services operating as one household are one unit or not for the purposes of the local property tax 
charge on the owner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26906/13]

11/06/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information provided by 
the Deputy it is not possible to give a definitive reply. However, by way of general informa-
tion, the following may be of relevance.  Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax and is 
chargeable in respect of a building, or a part of a building, that is in use, or suitable for use, as 
a dwelling.  A single building may contain several separate residential properties within it, for 
example, a building containing apartments.  Where an individual residential property within a 
building is suitable for use as dwelling in its own right, i.e. a self- contained dwelling, it should 
be valued as a single residential property for LPT purposes.  In the example of a block of apart-
ments each apartment would be treated as a separate residential property for the purposes of 
LPT and an LPT Return should be filed for each apartment.  Where a building contains units 
that are not suitable for use as dwellings in their own right, such as a bedsit, the building as a 
whole should be valued for LPT purposes and one LPT Return can be filed.    

Whilst the strict legal position is that any self-contained dwelling, such as a granny flat, is 
treated as a separate residential property that will incur a separate LPT liability, Revenue recog-
nises that certain types of dwelling that are an integral part of a larger building may be difficult 
to value and sell on the open market.  Therefore Revenue will give a liable person the option of 
valuing a granny flat as part of the overall building where the liable person in relation to both 
parts of the building is the same.  However, where there is a different liable person in relation to 
the granny flat and the rest of the building, the granny flat should be valued separately for LPT 
purposes.  This treatment also applies to other similar types of dwelling that are an integral part 
of the overall building such as converted garages and side extensions. 

11/06/2013WRG00350Defined Pension Benefit Schemes Issues

11/06/2013WRG00400169. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) in respect of the defined benefit pension scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26913/13]

11/06/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the pension 
arrangements for the staff of Permanent TSB are a matter for the management of that company 
and for the trustees of the relevant pension schemes.  It would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment on the implications for an individual arising out of any proposed restructuring by Perma-
nent TSB of its defined benefit pension schemes.  I understand that a proposal by the company 
to the trustees in relation to the defined benefit pension schemes is in the process of referral to 
the Labour Court for discussion with interested parties.

11/06/2013WRG00550Property Taxation Administration

11/06/2013WRG00600170. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will request Revenue to 
arrange for a partial refund of the local property tax (details supplied) in Dublin 11 arising from 
the home owner mistakenly paying the Revenue estimate amount which they now realise does 
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not correspond to the true value of their home and they have effectively been over-charged; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26928/13]

11/06/2013WRG00700171. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reasons Revenue has not 
responded to a letter issued to them on 11 April and again on 30 April 2013 from a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 9 in relation to the mistaken over-valuation of a property and the need 
to make an adjustment; and if he will ensure that the correspondence is replied to and that the 
necessary adjustment is made and the associated payment reduced.  [26929/13]

11/06/2013WRG00800173. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding an ap-
plication to defer the local property tax in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; 
if he will provide confirmation that an application has been received and processed in respect 
of this person; the confirmation being provided, if any, for such applications, the way it is pro-
posed to address this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26948/13]

11/06/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 170, 
171 and 173 together.   

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, per-
sonalised letters and an LPT Guide issued earlier this year to owners of 1.69 million residential 
properties either by post or by way of their ROS (Revenue Online Service) inbox.  I previously 
outlined in my response to Parliamentary Question No 74 of 30 May 2013 (26457/13) that the 
Revenue Commissioners had confirmed that at the end of the extended LPT filing deadline on 
29 May 2013, 1,539,822 LPT Returns had been filed.  I am further informed that this number is 
now in excess of 1.55 million.

I understand that the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners recently advised the Joint 
Oireachtas Commitee on Finance and Public Service Reform that over 400,000 LPT returns 
were filed in the final few days.  She also advised that over 150,000 work items relating to the 
LPT register need to be processed, including for example correspondence and emails. Process-
ing these returns and work items will take some time to complete.  

Given these volumes, the Deputy will appreciate that it will not be practicable in all instanc-
es to identify and locate individual cases in the time allowed, without conducting a protracted 
examination of the Revenue Commissioners’ records, which would be prohibitive in terms of 
the resources required.

However, I am assured by Revenue that work is progressing rapidly.  Direct contact is being 
made with taxpayers, including the cases raised by the Deputy, as items are being cleared.  This 
has already been done in relation to the details supplied in question Reference No. (26928/13).  
In that case I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a refund of LPT does not arise.  
A member of the LPT Branch has contacted the person in question who confirmed that he paid 
the correct amount of LPT but selected a higher band on the LPT Return in error.  Revenue has 
confirmed to me that the person in question is happy that his LPT payment and filing details are 
correctly reflected and the matter is resolved.

11/06/2013WRG00950Tax Code

11/06/2013WRG01000172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons with two 
or more properties are liable in 2013 for payment of non-principal private residence and local 
property tax; his views on whether this is a double taxation; the reason the fees are not consoli-
dated; if he will explain the difference in the fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26915/13]
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11/06/2013WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Non-Principal Private Residence 
(NPPR) Charge, which is a matter for the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government, is an annual charge of €200 introduced by the Local Government (Charges) 
Act 2009, as amended by the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011.  It applies to 
a residential property which is not used as the owner’s sole or main residence, with limited 
exemptions.  The Local Property Tax (LPT) is payable in respect of all residential properties, 
subject to certain exemptions.  It is administered by the Revenue Commissioners.  Liability for 
the LPT arises where a person owns a residential property on the liability date which is 1 May 
2013 for the year 2013 and, for subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year (that is, 
the liability date for 2014 is 1 November 2013).  The tax will be based on the chargeable value 
(market value) of a residential property on the valuation date.   

The inter-Departmental Group chaired by Dr. Don Thornhill on the design of a property 
tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recommended that the NPPR should be absorbed into the LPT as a 
separate supplemental tax, in addition to the LPT at the standard level applying to non-principal 
private residences.  The Government did not accept this recommendation.  The NPPR Charge 
will be collected in 2013, when a half-year LPT applies, but will be discontinued thereafter.  
The Government decided to extend the NPPR Charge into 2013 to ensure as smooth a transition 
as possible for local authorities pending the introduction of the full LPT.  As the Government 
had decided that the NPPR Charge would only apply for one further year, it made sense for the 
NPPR Charge and the LPT to be administered separately.

As set out in the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, liability to pay the 
NPPR is determined on the basis of ownership of the property in question on the “liability 
date”, which is 31 March for 2013.  The LPT does not come into effect until 1 July 2013. 

The Household Charge and the NPPR charge co-existed in 2012 and certain properties 
would have been liable to both charges.

    Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 170.

11/06/2013WRG01150Tax Yield

11/06/2013WRG01200174. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue that 
will be gained if there was a 1% increase in income tax on those who are earning over €65,000; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26971/13]

11/06/2013WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the threshold for the 
proposed new income tax rate mentioned by the Deputy would not alter the existing standard 
rate band structure applying to single and widowed persons, to lone parents and married cou-
ples.  On that basis, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated full year 
yield to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, of the introduction of a third 
rate of income tax of 42%, to be applied on the portion of taxable incomes in excess of €65,000 
per annum, would be of the order of €87 million.  However, given the current band structures, 
major issues would need to be resolved as to how, in practice, such a new rate could be inte-
grated into the current system and how this would affect the relative position of different types 
of income earners.

These figures are an estimate from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using latest actual 
data for the year 2010, adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. 
They are, therefore, provisional and subject to revision.
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11/06/2013WRG01350Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

11/06/2013WRG01400175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 80 of 21 May 2013, when he expects the Central Bank of Ireland’s administra-
tive sanctions procedure into historic lending practices at Irish Nationwide Building Society to 
conclude.  [26972/13]

11/06/2013WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that the investigation is on-going but that for legal reasons, including the Bank’s confidential-
ity obligations pursuant to section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, no further details can 
presently be disclosed.

11/06/2013WRG01550Appointments to State Boards

11/06/2013WRG01600176. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to invite fresh 
expressions of interest for all the positions of Council Member on the Financial Services Om-
budsman Council when the term of the current council expires on 28 October 2013.  [26982/13]

11/06/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I will give consideration to the mecha-
nism for making appointments to the Council at an appropriate time in advance of the expiry of 
the current Council’s term.

11/06/2013WRG01750Departmental Bodies Board Remuneration

11/06/2013WRG01800177. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
remuneration given to the Financial Services Ombudsman Council which is currently €21,600 
per annum for the chairman and €12,600 per annum for board members; his views on whether 
the €486,000 paid personally to council members during the period 2008 to 2013 by way of fees 
is excessive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26983/13]

11/06/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman is independent in the performance of his statutory functions. I have 
no role in the day to day workings of the office.   

The Government at its meeting on 5 May 2009 approved a 10% reduction of fees paid to 
non-executive chairpersons and members of the boards of State Bodies.  The Financial Services 
Ombudsman Council fees were revised down following the Government Decision with Council 
members receiving €12,600 and the Chairperson receiving €21,600.

I have been informed by the Financial Services Ombudsman that a total of €530,183 has 
been paid to the Financial Services Ombudsman Council for the period 2008 to 31 March 2013.  
The details are as follows:-

Year Fees Paid to Council Members
 2008 €131,333
 2009 €100,800
 2010  €97,200
 2011 €95,100
 2012  €84,600
 2013 €21,150
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The setting of fees for non-executive chairpersons and members of the boards of State Bod-
ies is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  I have been 
informed that he has no plans at present to review the fees.

11/06/2013WRG01950Tax Reliefs Application

11/06/2013WRG02000178. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the measure introduced in Budget 2013 to provide capital gains tax relief to enable farm re-
structuring or the swapping of farm land; if EU approval has been given for this measure; if not 
when such approval is expected; the steps being taken to secure an approval; if he will ensure 
that any such swaps or transfers undertaken since 1 January will be eligible for his relief; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [26998/13]

11/06/2013WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 604B Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, introduced by Section 48 Finance Act 2013, provides for a capital gains tax relief for farm 
restructuring, subject to a commencement order to be made by the Minister for Finance, as EU 
State Aid approval is required for the relief.  This approval has recently been received and the 
commencement order will be made shortly.   

The relief will apply to a sale, purchase or exchange of agricultural land in the period from 
1 January 2013 to 31 December 2015 where Teagasc certifies that the transactions are made for 
farm restructuring purposes.  The first sale or purchase, or the exchange, of agricultural land 
must occur in the period from 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2015 and the subsequent sale or 
purchase of such land must occur within 24 months of that sale or purchase and on or after 1 
January 2013. 

11/06/2013WRG02150Property Taxation Collection

11/06/2013WRG02200179. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the proportion of complet-
ed local property tax returns which corresponded with the Revenue assessment of the value of 
the property; the property where the completed return was lower than the Revenue assessment 
and the proportion where the valuation was higher; the cumulative impact on the total revenue 
expected from these changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27037/13]

11/06/2013WRG02300181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of local property 
tax returns that have been received from each county as a percentage of eligible properties; if 
he will provide a breakdown for each county of the number of returns that were electronic and 
the number made by hand. [27077/13]

11/06/2013WRG02400194. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 74 of 30 May 2013, if he will provide a breakdown of the figures of the returns in each 
rate band; the total amount of money they have received for the number of properties in each 
rate band; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27583/13]

11/06/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179, 
181 and 194 together. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, per-
sonalized letters and an LPT Guide issued earlier this year to owners of 1.69 million residential 
properties either by post or by way of their ROS (Revenue Online Service) inbox.  I previously 
outlined in my response to Parliamentary Question No 74 of 30 May 2013 (26457/13) that the 
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Revenue Commissioners had confirmed that, at the end of the extended LPT filing deadline on 
29 May 2013, 1,539,822 LPT Returns had been filed.  I am further informed that this number is 
now in excess of 1.55 million.

I understand that the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners recently advised the Joint 
Oireachtas Commitee on Finance and Public Service Reform that over 400,000 LPT returns 
were filed in the final few days.  She also advised that over 150,000 work items relating to the 
LPT register need to be processed, including for example correspondence and emails.  Given 
these volumes, processing returns and work items will take some time to complete.  Even if 
it were practicable to do the detailed analysis required to answer the Deputies questions now, 
until a significant proportion of this work has been completed, the analysis would not be very 
sound.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they will make relevant data publicly 
available as soon as possible.  

The Budget estimate prepared by my Department for Local Property Tax projected an over-
all yield of €250 million in 2013 and €500 million in 2014, and I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they are confident that these estimates will be achieved.  At the end of May 
over €121m had already been transferred by Revenue to the Exchequer, which is a very signifi-
cant sum given that payment of the tax is not due until 1 July 2013.  Further payments will be 
collected between July and December 2013 as the various phased, and other, payment options 
available to property owners are met.  The Deputies will be aware that the Finance Local Prop-
erty Tax (Amendment) Act 2013 provided that payments for 2013 from local authorities and 
social housing associations will not be due until on or before 1 January 2014. 

11/06/2013WRH00150Tax Residency Issues

11/06/2013WRH00200180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 174, 175, 176 and 190 of 28 May 2013, the case law to which he is referring.  
[27081/13]

11/06/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my reply to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 174, 175, 176 and 190 of 28th May 2013, I referred to the long-standing case law regard-
ing the residence of companies.  As a general rule, I indicated that, based on such case law, 
companies are resident in Ireland for tax purposes if they are managed and controlled here.  Our 
tax legislation does not define what constitutes management and control of a company for the 
purposes of determining a company’s residence.  It is determined based on fact and case law 
precedent.  The long-standing cases in which the principles covering management and control 
that have been developed by the courts include

De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd v Howe 5TC198

American Thread Co v Joyce 6TC163

Todd v Egyptian Delta Land & Investment Co Ltd 14 TC 119

  De Beers Consolidated Mines v Howe   5 TC 198 is a leading case on company residence.  
The principle that emerged in that case was that a company’s residence is where the central 
management and control actually abides.

The Irish Courts, in the case of WJ Tipping (Inspector of Taxes) v Louis Jeancard 11ITR 68, 
cited and confirmed the principles established in the cases referred to above.

Other cases in which the principles governing company residence were developed include 
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Bullock v Unit Construction Co Ltd 38 TC 712

Union Corporation Ltd v IRC 34 TC 269

Wood v Holden CA [2006]

Based on the decided cases, factors to be taken into account in establishing where the com-
pany’s  central management and control lie include, where the important questions of company 
policy are determined, where the majority of directors reside, where the negotiation of major 
contracts is undertaken and where the company’s head office is located. 

In summary, case law provides us with guidance on the principles underlying company 
residence and where the central management and control of the company actually abides is 
particularly significant.  Where that central management and control is exercised is a question 
of fact.  All relevant factors, taken together, have to be taken into account in determining the 
residence of a company.

Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 179.

11/06/2013WRH00450Tax Reliefs Application

11/06/2013WRH00500182. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the amount the Revenue 
Commissioners paid in 848 (a) tax claims to each individual charity in the years 2009, 2010, 
2012 and to date in 2013; if he will provide an explanation on the way the Revenue Commis-
sioners assess claims made by charities including the percentage rejection rate of claims for 
each charity; if he will provide the number of meetings held between the Revenue Commis-
sioners and the Irish Charities Tax Reform Group; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27428/13]

11/06/2013WRH00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 provides a scheme for tax relief on donations to eligible charities and other 
approved bodies. A list of the bodies that qualify for the scheme is available on Revenue’s 
website: www.revenue.ie at the following link: http://www.revenue.ie/en/business/authorised-
charities-resident.html.

In relation to donations made prior to 1/1/2013 the precise arrangements for allowing tax re-
lief on donations varied depending on whether the donor, was a PAYE taxpayer only, a charge-
able person subject to self-assessment or a company. For a PAYE only donor, the relief was 
given on a “grossed up” basis to the eligible charity or approved body, as the case may be, rather 
than by way of a separate claim to tax relief by the donor. In the case of a self-assessed donor, 
that individual claimed the relief and there was no grossing up arrangement. In the case of a 
company, a deduction was claimed for a donation as if it were a trading expense. The Finance 
Act 2013 has introduced a number of amendments to the scheme, which are effective from 1 
Jan 2013, including the alignment of treatment for PAYE and Self Assessed donors, the intro-
duction of a 31% blended rate and the capping of eligible donations at €1m.

In regard to the Deputy’s request for details on the amount of money paid to each Charity 
under Section 848A and the percentage rejection rate for each Charity, Revenue has advised 
me that its obligation to observe confidentiality precludes it from disclosing such information.  
However, Revenue has provided details in the table of the total amounts refunded under the 
scheme to approved bodies during 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012. Accurate data for 2013 will not be 
available until the end of the year.
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Year Amount refunded
2009 €31.5m
2010 €30.2m
2011 €26.3m
2012 €25.0m

In regard to the assessment of claims made by Charities, such claims are individually 
checked to ensure they fulfil the conditions of the scheme as listed below:

- That the donation is not less than €250 for the specific year;

- That the donation is in the form of cash and/or designated securities and does not give any 
benefit to the donor;

- That the Charity is claiming the relief on contributions made by PAYE-only individuals;

- That the claim does not include donations from individuals who are either fully or partially 
on self-assessment;

- That if the donor is an employee or member of the Charity, tax relief on the contribution 
is restricted to 10% of the total income of the individual for the relevant year of assessment;

- That sufficient tax was paid by the donor to cover the tax relief allowed to the Charity.

Finally, officials from the Revenue Commissioners attend regular meetings with the Irish 
Charities Tax Reform Group to discuss a range of issues. Specifically, 7 meetings took place 
between both parties during the design period of the simplification of the Charitable Donations 
Scheme which was announced in the 2013 Finance Act and which came into effect from 1 Jan 
2013.

11/06/2013WRH00650EU Directives

11/06/2013WRH00700183. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance the work his Department is 
currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential Bill to go 
through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory Instrument, to ensure Ireland is in 
compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European Union; the deadline 
in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27474/13]

11/06/2013WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are seven Directives awaiting 
transposition into domestic law by my Department at the current time, none of which are past 
their transposition deadlines. Directive 2009/138/EC has a transposition deadline of 30 June 
2013.  However, this Directive is the subject of an amending proposal on which negotiations 
are on-going.  As the amending proposal has not been completed, it will not be possible to meet 
the 30 June 2013 deadline.  The EU Commission has indicated that it will not take any action 
against Member States for not transposing this Directive on time because of the particular cir-
cumstances of this dossier.  

In relation to Directives 2011/61/EU and 2011/89/EU, my Department is working with the 
Office of the Attorney General on the drafting of transposing instruments in order to meet the 
transposition deadline of 22 July 2013.  Directive 2013/13/EU is necessitated by the upcoming 
accession of Croatia to the European Union and is of a purely technical nature; all necessary 
measures will be in place   by the 1 July 2013 deadline.
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The following table summarises the position for each of the seven Directives.

Directive 
Reference 
Number

Title of Directive Transposition 
deadline

2008/8/EC Council Directive 2008/8/EC of 12 February 2008 amending Directive 
2006/112/EC as regards the place of supply of services

1 January 2015

2009/138/EC Directive 2009/138/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 25 November 2009 on the taking-up and pursuit of the business of 
Insurance and Reinsurance (Solvency II)

30 June 2013

2011/61/EU Directive 2011/61/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 8 June 2011 on Alternative Investment Fund Managers and amend-
ing Directives 2003/41/EC and 2009/65/EC and Regulations (EC) No 
1060/2009 and (EU) No 1095/2010 

22 July 2013

2011/85/EU Council Directive 2011/85/EU of 8 November 2011 on requirements 
for budgetary frameworks of the Member States

31 December 2013

2011/89/EU Directive 2011/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 November 2011 amending Directives 98/78/EC, 2002/87/EC, 
2006/48/EC and 2009/138/EC as regards the supplementary supervi-
sion of financial entities in a financial conglomerate

22 July 2013

2013/13/EU Council Directive 2013/13/EU of 13 May 2013 adapting certain direc-
tives in the field of taxation, by reason of the accession of the Republic 
of Croatia

1 July 2013

2013/14/EU Directive 2013/14/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 21 May 2013 amending Directive 2003/41/EC on the activities and 
supervision of institutions for occupational retirement provision, Direc-
tive 2009/65/EC on the coordination of laws, regulations and adminis-
trative provisions relating to undertakings for collective investment in 
transferable securities (UCITS) and Directive 2011/61/EU on Alterna-
tive Investment Funds Managers in respect of over-reliance on credit 
ratings 

21 December 2014

11/06/2013WRH00850Tax Yield

11/06/2013WRH00900184. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue 
that would be generated in each case if a third rate of tax of 48%, 49% or 50% was applied to 
persons earning over €100,000 in Budget 2014.  [27484/13]

11/06/2013WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the introduction of a third rate of income tax of 48%, 49% or 50% to be applied on the 
portion of taxable incomes in excess of €100,000 per annum. In addition, it is also assumed 
that the threshold for the proposed new income tax rates mentioned by the Deputy would not 
alter the existing standard rate band structure applying to single and widowed persons, to lone 
parents and married couples.  On that basis, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that 
the estimated full year yield to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, of the 
introduction of the new income tax rates would be of the order of €365 million, €415 million 
and €470 million respectively.

The above yields have been calculated on the basis of three separate alternative proposals 
and are rounded to the nearest five million.  However, given the current band structures, major 
issues would need to be resolved as to how, in practice, such new rates could be integrated into 
the current system and how this would affect the relative position of different types of income 
earners. 

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2010, adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. They 
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are, therefore, provisional and subject to revision.

11/06/2013WRH01050Departmental Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRH01100185. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance when the post of Chief 
Financial Officer in his Department will be filled; and the number of candidates that have inter-
viewed for this post.  [27485/13]

11/06/2013WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Top Level Appointments Commit-
tee (TLAC) recently made a recommendation to the Minister for Finance on the filling of the 
Chief Financial Officer.  Based on the interview and documentation, the Preliminary Interview 
Board identified those candidates who in the Board’s judgement are suitable for appointment to 
the post under consideration, generally to a maximum of 5 candidates.  Following the conclu-
sion of that process, one of those 5 candidates has been deemed successful in the competition 
and will be appointed to the post shortly.

11/06/2013WRH01250Fuel Laundering

11/06/2013WRH01300186. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the amount the Revenue Com-
missioners estimate has been lost to the Exchequer as a result of fuel laundering in the past three 
years. [27495/13]

11/06/2013WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am sure the Deputy will appreciate 
that estimating the extent of any illegal activity and the associated cost to the exchequer is 
inherently problematic. I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that while there is no reli-
able estimate of the scale of the problem, they recognize that it represents a significant threat 
to the exchequer and to the legitimate trade.  Revenue collects some €1.1 billion annually in 
excise duty from road diesel so the potential for loss of tax revenue from fuel laundering is 
very significant.   For these reasons, Revenue has made action against fuel laundering one of its 
priorities and is implementing a comprehensive strategy to tackle the problem.  This strategy 
includes the following elements:

- The licensing regime for auto fuel traders was strengthened with effect from September 
2011 to limit the ability of the fuel criminals to get laundered fuel onto the market;

- A new licensing regime was introduced for marked fuel traders in October 2012, which is 
designed to limit the ability of criminals to source marked fuel for laundering;

- New requirements in relation to fuel traders’ records of stock movements and fuel deliver-
ies were introduced to ensure data are available to assist in supply chain analysis;

- Following a significant investment in the required IT systems, new supply chain controls 
were introduced from January 2013.  These controls require all licensed fuel traders, whether 
dealing in road fuel or marked fuel, to make monthly electronic returns to Revenue of their fuel 
transactions.  Revenue is using this data to identify suspicious or anomalous transactions and 
patterns of distribution that will support follow-up enforcement action where necessary;

- An intensified targeting, in co-operation with other law enforcement agencies on both 
sides of the border, of enforcement action against suspected fuel laundering operations; and

- Following discussions with HM Revenue & Customs in the UK on regulatory measures to 
tackle the problem, the two administrations signed a Memorandum of Understanding in May 
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2012 on a joint approach to finding a more effective marker for use in both jurisdictions and 
an Invitation to Make Submissions was published in June 2012. By the deadline in November 
2012, 12 submissions had been received and these are currently being evaluated.

Revenue’s enforcement strategy in the fuel sector has already yielded significant results. 
In the past two years 96 filling stations were closed for breaches of the licensing regulations. 
Since the beginning of 2010, 29 oil laundries were detected and closed and 13 oil tankers and 
60 vehicles were seized.  In the same period over 2.5 million litres of fuel were seized.

11/06/2013WRH01450Departmental Agencies Issues

11/06/2013WRH01500187. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the regulators 
which are accountable to his Department; the administrative cost of operating each regulator in 
2012; the accommodation costs and the number of staff employed; the total income and expen-
diture in 2012 for each regulator; his plans to amalgamate some regulatory offices and to amal-
gamate some regulatory processes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27501/13]

11/06/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s Question 
details in respect of regulators which are accountable to my Department are as follows:

Central Bank of Ireland

The Central Bank of Ireland is responsible for the regulation of most financial service pro-
viders and funds in Ireland.  A statutory objective set out in the Central Bank Reform Act 2010 
requires the Bank to carry out ‘…the proper and effective regulation of financial service pro-
viders and markets, while ensuring that the best interests of consumers of financial services are 
protected’.

The Bank’s Financial Regulation Directorates receive various services including premises, 
human resources administration, accounting, internal audit, statistical and information technol-
ogy services from support services directorates in the Central Bank. The cost of these services 
in 2012 was €38.2 million.

At the end of 2012, 686 of the Central Bank’s staff were assigned to financial regulation ac-
tivities.  Total income for 2012 was €120.029 million and total expenses for 2012 were €110.641 
million.  In the context of the Public Service Reform Plan a critical review was undertaken of 
the possible integration of the regulatory function of the Pensions Board with the Central Bank. 
The review recommended against absorbing the functions of the Pensions Board into the Cen-
tral Bank.

Registry of Credit Unions

The Registry of Credit Unions (RCU) is responsible for the registration, regulation and 
supervision of credit unions.  In recognition of the unique nature of credit unions, a statutory 
position of Registrar of Credit Unions was explicitly created within the Central Bank of Ireland 
to assume responsibility for the regulation of credit unions.  Under the Credit Union Act 1997 
(as amended) the functions of the Registrar of Credit Unions are to regulate credit unions with 
a view to the:

- Protection by each credit union of the funds of its members; and the

- Maintenance of the financial stability and well-being of credit unions generally.

The Registry of Credit Unions aim is to promote a financially stable credit union sector that 
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operates in a transparent and fair manner and safeguards its members’ funds. It uses a combina-
tion of off-site analysis and on-site inspections in carrying out the regulatory process.

The number of staff engaged in the work of the Registry of Credit Unions in 2012 was 61.7.

11/06/2013WRH01650Property Taxation Application

11/06/2013WRH01700188. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering offset-
ting the liability of the local property tax against the cost of home repairs (details supplied). 
[27502/13]

11/06/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government decided a universal 
liability to the LPT should apply to all owners of residential property with limited exemptions. 
Limiting the exemptions available allows the rate to be kept low for those liable persons who 
do not qualify for an exemption.  There are provisions permitting deferral of the tax in certain 
circumstances, targeted at cases of need where there is genuine inability to pay the tax.  There 
is no provision for offsetting liability against home repairs, nor is it proposed to introduce such 
a relief.

11/06/2013WRH01850Banking Sector Investigations

11/06/2013WRH01900189. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance if he will immediately establish 
an independent body to investigate the full circumstances of the banking collapse and bring 
those responsible to justice. [27524/13]

11/06/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that my col-
league, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, indicated that he supported the objec-
tive of holding a legally robust, parliamentary banking inquiry when he announced last month 
the publication of  his Department’s ‘Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries, Privileges and Proce-
dures) Bill 2013’. While I understand the primary purpose of this Bill is to create a legislative 
framework for Oireachtas inquiries generally, it would be of direct practical assistance in facili-
tating a banking inquiry in accordance with a decision of the Houses of the Oireachtas in this 
regard.  As this is a matter for the Houses of the Oireachtas themselves to determine however, 
it is not within my remit to take the action requested by the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRH02050Tax Avoidance Issues

11/06/2013WRH02100190. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance his plans, if any, to increase 
corporation tax on large food supplying corporations within our domestic economy which are 
re-investing their profits abroad, much to the cost of our economy and our small shopkeepers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27525/13]

11/06/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to advise the Deputy that compa-
nies are fully chargeable to Irish corporation tax at the 12.5% rate on profits arising from their 
trading activities in Ireland.  A higher 25% rate applies in respect of investment, rental and other 
non-trading profits as well as profits from certain petroleum, mining or land trading activities, 
while capital gains are chargeable at a 33% rate.  In recent times, there has been a consistent 
Government policy that our competitive corporation tax rate should be applied to a wide tax 
base.  Therefore, all companies in Ireland are subject to the same rates on their profits which 
are generated in Ireland.
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The transparent and indiscriminate nature of our corporation tax regime is one of its biggest 
strengths, both domestically and internationally.  It is therefore important that this rate applies 
whatever size and whatever sector a company operates in.  In addition, having different rates of 
corporation tax for different sectors could be in contravention of EU State Aid rules.

11/06/2013WRH02250Bank Guarantee Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRH02300191. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total amount covered, 
by bank, by the deposit guarantee scheme at the time of the September 2008 bank guarantee; the 
total additional amount therefore guaranteed, by bank, by the guarantee; the total to sum to the 
total liabilities guaranteed, by bank, once the guarantee came in to place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27535/13]

11/06/2013WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the 
Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Scheme 2008 (CIFS Scheme) which commenced on 20 
October, 2008, guaranteed specified liabilities, at the covered banks, which were in existence 
on or after 30 September, 2008.  The banks covered by the CIFS Scheme at the time were: The 
Governor and Company of Bank of Ireland; Allied Irish Bank plc; the EBS Building Society; 
Irish Life and Permanent plc; Postbank Ireland Limited; Anglo Irish Bank Corporation; and 
Irish Nationwide Building Society.

The Deputy will appreciate that details of banks’ funding profiles including liabilities, guar-
anteed or otherwise, which are received by my Department in the course of official communica-
tions and which are not a matter of public record, are considered to be commercially sensitive. 
For this reason the following table shows the position of the covered banks combined as of 30 
September, 2008, and not by bank as requested by the Deputy.

30 September 2008 Deposit Guarantee 
Scheme
€ million

CIFS Scheme Liabilities
€ million

Total Liabilities Guaranteed
€ million

Total 77,413.7 375,250.0 452,663.7

11/06/2013WRH02450Property Taxation Exemptions

11/06/2013WRH02500192. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding local 
property tax in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27553/13]

11/06/2013WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information supplied by 
the Deputy it is not possible to give a definitive reply.

However, the following general information may be useful.  An exemption from the charge 
to Local Property Tax (LPT) is available where a property that was previously occupied by a 
person as her or his sole or main residence has been vacated by the person for 12 months or 
more due to long term mental or physical infirmity.  An exemption may also be obtained where 
the period is less than 12 months, if a doctor is satisfied that the person is unlikely at any stage 
to return to the property.  In both cases, the exemption only applies where the property is not 
occupied by any other person.  The exemption would not apply if the vacated property was 
jointly owned with others, as the owners are jointly and severally liable for payment of the tax.

If a property is exempt from LPT the property owner must still complete and submit an LPT 
Return indicating which category of exemption is satisfied.
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For LPT purposes a residential property is defined as any building or structure (or part of a 
building) which is used as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling.  If a residential property is suit-
able for use as a dwelling but is unoccupied, it is still liable to LPT based on the valuation of the 
property.  However, if the property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, it is not liable for LPT.

LPT is a self-assessed tax.  If a property owner considers that her or his property is not suit-
able for use as a dwelling, s/he should notify the Revenue Commissioners without delay and 
arrange to provide relevant supporting documentation – for example, photographic evidence, 
or a report from a suitably qualified person such as a surveyor or an engineer.  Based on the 
information provided by the property owner, Revenue will consider the claim and make a deci-
sion on the matter.

Each case will be considered on its merits and it is therefore not possible to provide a pre-
scriptive list of criteria that would need to be met for a property to be deemed unsuitable for use 
as a dwelling. However, a property owner should consider whether the property is habitable by 
reference to the structure of the building; including whether the property has a roof, windows 
and doors, sanitary facilities, and services (water or electricity supply turned off or temporarily 
disconnected would not necessarily mean that a residential property is uninhabitable).

For a property that is in a poor state of repair, but still occupied or suitable for occupation, 
the property owner’s honest valuation of his/her property on 1 May 2013 will hold for LPT pur-
poses for 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 and will not be affected by any repairs or improvements 
made to the property, or any changes in property prices generally, during this period.  The next 
LPT valuation date is 1 November 2016 and any improvements made by that date, or any other 
factors that may impact on value, should be reflected in the property owner’s valuation of his/
her property on that date and this new valuation will form the basis of LPT liability for the pe-
riod from 2017 to 2020.  A property that was not liable to LPT on 1 May 2013 on the basis that 
it was unsuitable for use as a dwelling will not be liable to LPT for the years 2013 to 2016.  If 
such a property were to be refurbished to make it suitable for use as a dwelling by 1 November 
2016 then it will be liable to LPT for 2017 and subsequent years.

11/06/2013WRH02650Mortgage Arrears Proposals

11/06/2013WRH02700193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number and names of all 
groups or individuals who made a submission to the Central Bank of Ireland’s consultation on 
a review of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears. [27571/13]

11/06/2013WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised me that 
the consultation on the review of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) closed on 
10 April 2013.  Approximately 230 submissions from consumers, industry, representative bod-
ies and other stakeholders were received.   The Central Bank has begun a process to review and 
analyse all submissions.  It is expected that the revised CCMA will be published on the Central 
Bank’s website, together with all submissions received by the end of June 2013.

Question No. 194 answered with Question No. 179.

11/06/2013WRH02950Debt Relief

11/06/2013WRH03000195. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will ask the Africa 
Development Bank, World Bank and IMF to release all information and evaluations of loans 
which contributed to Zimbabwe’s sovereign debt; and if they will support and co-operate with 
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an official, independent debt audit if one is undertaken by Zimbabwe. [27584/13]

11/06/2013WRH03100196. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will work to put the 
debt cancellation needs of southern countries higher on the World Bank and IMF agenda; if he 
will support immediate debt write downs for countries with high levels of debt distress; if he 
will support debt audits where questionable loans are being repaid and work for internationally 
agreed fair and responsible lending and borrowing practices in future. [27585/13]

11/06/2013WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 195 
and 196 together.

As a member of the World Bank and the IMF, Ireland has played a strong role in the de-
velopment of a consensus regarding the debt position of the least developed countries.   At an 
international level, Ireland has been strongly supportive of the full implementation of debt relief 
and, where appropriate, debt cancellation.

Ireland has contributed its full financial share of over €116m to the two main multilateral 
initiatives to address debt relief in the developing world, the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative 
(MDRI) and the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative.  The MDRI came into ef-
fect on 1 July 2006 and provides for cancellation of eligible debt from the World Bank, the Af-
rican Development Bank and the International Monetary Fund for many of the world’s poorer 
and most indebted countries. The HIPC initiative, which is implemented by the World Bank 
and the IMF, was launched in 1996 in order to reduce the debt burden of qualifying countries 
to sustainable levels but does not involve cancellation of debt. The aim of these initiatives is to 
relieve these countries from the burden of servicing debt and assist them in making progress on 
the UN Millennium Development Goals, with the overall objective of halving global poverty 
by 2015.  Ireland will remain actively engaged in ensuring that international commitments to 
dealing with the debt burden on developing countries are met.

In relation to Zimbabwe, I understand that it has substantial debt arrears but that the relative 
political stability of recent years and the adoption of economic reforms has created a climate 
conducive to ongoing re-engagement and support on the part of the multilateral agencies and 
international financial institutions including in the areas of debt audit and loan evaluations. 
Although Zimbabwe is in arrears on its concessional borrowings from the IMF, the IMF re-
cently restored Zimbabwe’s eligibility for technical assistance.  The World Bank, the Board of 
which recently approved re-engagement with Zimbabwe, has also been working with Zimba-
bwe alongside other development partners such as the African Development Bank.  

Ireland was represented at a meeting in London earlier this year of the informal international 
group known as the “Friends of Zimbabwe”.  The communiqué of that meeting recognised the 
importance of Zimbabwe tackling its external debts and welcomed progress by the Government 
of National Unity and the IMF towards a Staff Monitored Program.  Any such program would 
of course include analysis of Zimbabwe’s debt sustainability.

11/06/2013WRJ00150Euro Coins Production

11/06/2013WRJ00200197. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance when the Central Bank of Ire-
land will be issuing a commemorative coin to mark the 50th anniversary of the visit to Ireland 
by the 35th President of the United States of America, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, in 1963; the 
number of coins that will be issued by the bank; the value of each coin and how much they will 
cost; the process by which they will be made available to the public; his views on whether there 
will be public demand for a JFK coin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27630/13]
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11/06/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank will issue commemo-
rative coins celebrating the 50th Anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s visit to Ireland in 1963. The 
coins will go on sale to the general public on the 28 June.  A €10 silver proof will be issued 
along with a double coin set featuring both the €10 silver proof coin and a €20 gold proof coin. 
The coins will feature a portrait of John F. Kennedy. The obverse side of the coin will feature 
the harp.

The coins have an issue limit of 15,000 units for the €10 coin and 10,000 units for the double 
coin set.  Coins will be available from the Central Bank of Ireland at a cost of €50 (silver proof) 
and €130 (double proof).  It is envisaged there will be high demand for both the silver proof 
coin and the double coin set.

11/06/2013WRJ00350European Investment Bank Loans

11/06/2013WRJ00400198. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will call on EU 
bosses to release low interest credit from the European Investment Bank to help farmers meet 
the costs involved in dealing with the ongoing fodder crisis; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27641/13]

11/06/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EIB is the long-term financing in-
stitution of the European Union. Its mission is to help implement the EU’s policy objectives by 
financing sound business projects. To finance these projects, the Bank borrows on the capital 
markets, passing on the benefit of its low borrowing cost due to its high credit rating to Member 
States. The priority objectives for the EIB’s lending activities set out in the Bank’s operational 
plan are:

- Support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs);

- Economic and Social Cohesion and Convergence (i.e. supporting the economically less 
developed regions of Europe);

- Protecting and improving the environment and promoting sustainable communities;

- Implementation of the knowledge economy;

- Development of Trans-European Networks (TENs); and

- Supporting the establishment of a sustainable, competitive and secure energy supply.

The Board of Directors of the EIB has sole power to take decisions in respect of loans, guar-
antees and borrowings. As well as seeing that the Bank is properly run, it ensures that the Bank 
is managed in keeping with the provisions of the Treaty and the Statute and with the general 
directives laid down by the Governors. The Board of Directors approve loans, guarantees and 
borrowings etc. at their Board Meetings for projects which come to the Board once they have 
met certain criteria.

In relation to capital investment projects, individual Ministers are responsible for projects 
and programmes in their areas, within an overall framework set out by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  Decisions on the funding arrangements for those projects are primar-
ily the responsibility of individual Departments, in consultation with the National Development 
Finance Agency.

I am aware that for many farmers, concerns regarding access to credit and flexibility around 
loan repayments have been a significant issue. I understand that my colleague, the Minister for 
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Agriculture, Food and the Marine has been in regular contact with the banks, co-ops and feed 
merchants to urge flexibility and co-operation at this challenging time.  Both banks and co-ops 
have asked farmers to contact them to discuss the terms that are available and have indicated 
that they will show flexibility on the basis that the longer term outlook for farming is positive 
and prices are strong across most areas.

11/06/2013WRJ00550Fuel Oil Specifications

11/06/2013WRJ00600199. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he is proposing changes 
regarding the issue of white diesel and green diesel; if he is proposing to bring in a rebate 
system for VAT and charging the same price for all diesel at the pumps; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27645/13]

11/06/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy’s question relates 
to the differential mineral oil tax rates that apply to auto-diesel and marked gas oil. The ques-
tion of introducing a rebate scheme for users of marked gas oil has been addressed in previous 
parliamentary debates.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners, who have responsibility 
for the collection of mineral oil product taxation and for tackling illicit trade in mineral oil prod-
ucts, that marked gas oil has a wide range of uses such as the propulsion of trains, the operation 
of agricultural, construction and industrial machinery, commercial sea-navigation (including 
fishing) and for commercial and home heating purposes.  Any change in the existing system 
would therefore impact across a wide range of users.   

A change to a rebate system would involve the establishment of an expensive repayments 
system.  This would give rise to significant costs and place an administrative burden on oil trad-
ers, users and the Revenue Commissioners.  It would also pose significant cash-flow costs for 
those currently using marked gas oil.  In addition, repayment schemes are vulnerable to abuse 
and the introduction of a wide-ranging scheme such as that proposed would not necessarily 
offer greater security against fraud than the current arrangements.  For these reasons, I am not 
proposing the introduction of a rebate system of this nature.

Revenue recognises that the laundering of the marker from marked gas oil represents a sig-
nificant threat to the exchequer and to the legitimate trade.  For this reason, Revenue has made 
action against this illegal activity one of its priorities and is implementing a comprehensive 
strategy to tackle the problem.  Revenue’s strategy includes the following elements:

- The licensing regime for auto fuel traders was strengthened with effect from September 
2011 to limit the ability of the fuel criminals to get laundered fuel onto the market;

- A new licensing regime was introduced for marked fuel traders in October 2012, which is 
designed to limit the ability of criminals to source marked fuel for laundering;

- New requirements in relation to fuel traders’ records of stock movements and fuel deliver-
ies were introduced to ensure data are available to assist in supply chain analysis;

- Following a significant investment in the required IT systems, new supply chain controls 
were introduced from January 2013. These controls require all licensed fuel traders, whether 
dealing in road fuel or marked fuel, to make monthly electronic returns to Revenue of their fuel 
transactions.  Revenue is using this data to identify suspicious or anomalous transactions and 
patterns of distribution that will support follow-up enforcement action where necessary;

- An intensified targeting, in co-operation with other law enforcement agencies on both 
sides of the border, of enforcement action against suspected fuel laundering operations; and
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- Following discussions with HM Revenue & Customs in the UK on regulatory measures to 
tackle the problem, the two administrations signed a Memorandum of Understanding in May 
2012 on a joint approach to finding a more effective marker for use in both jurisdictions and 
an Invitation to Make Submissions was published in June 2012. By the deadline in November 
2012, 12 submissions had been received and these are currently being evaluated.

Revenue’s enforcement strategy in the fuel sector has already yielded significant results.  
In the past two years 96 filling stations were closed for breaches of the licensing regulations.  
Since the beginning of 2010, 29 oil laundries were detected and closed and 13 oil tankers and 
60 vehicles were seized.  In the same period over 2.5 million litres of fuel were seized.

11/06/2013WRJ00750Betting Regulations

11/06/2013WRJ00800200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that the 
gambling industry here is a huge business but bets that are placed on-line deliver no revenue to 
the State’s finances, his plans to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27670/13]

11/06/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance Act 2011 provides for the 
taxation of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the State. This means, for 
example, that a business which engages in online bookmaking and which accepts bets from 
people in this country will be liable for betting duty on those bets, irrespective of where that 
business is based. The existing betting duty (1%) will be applied to such bets. The Finance 
Act also provides for the taxation of Betting Exchanges under the new arrangements; however 
the calculation of the tax will take account of their particular business model, in other words a 
15% tax on the commission charged. In addition, excise duties are being applied to the granting 
and renewal of remote bookmakers’ and remote betting intermediaries’ licences.  The Betting 
(Amendment) Bill, which will establish the regulatory framework for the licensing regime, was 
published in July last year.  Since that date work has been continuing by officials of my De-
partment and Revenue on the drawing up of a number of amendments to the Bill to strengthen 
enforcement measures.  It is my intention, given the number of amendments, to go back to 
Government in the very near future for approval to republish the Bill.

The Deputy will be aware that under the EU Technical Standards and Regulations Directive 
it will be necessary to show the published Bill to the EU Commission and other Member States, 
which will take a minimum of 3 months for clearance. However, I hope to use this time to prog-
ress the Bill through the Dáil subject to scheduling agreement between the Whips.

The tax changes provided for in the Finance Act can only be implemented once the Betting 
(Amendment) Bill is enacted.

11/06/2013WRJ00950Tax Code

11/06/2013WRJ01000201. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance the mechanism available to a person 
regarding the payment of inheritance tax on a bequeathed house; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27689/13]

11/06/2013WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) applies 
to both gifts and inheritances.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that CAT is a 
self assessment tax ordinarily payable electronically through Revenue’s Online System (ROS).  
Where the valuation date for an inheritance is in the period 1 January to 31 August, a CAT re-
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turn and payment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in that year.  Where the valuation 
date for an inheritance arises between 1 September and 31 December, a CAT return and pay-
ment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in the following year.

However, a person may opt to pay CAT that arises on gifts or inheritances of real property 
(e.g. lands and buildings) by monthly instalments over a maximum period of 5 years.  In such 
cases interest is payable at the rate of 8% per annum on the outstanding CAT in accordance with 
section 51 of the Capital Acquisitions Tax Act 2003 and is payable with each instalment.

Where the property in the gift or inheritance is sold before the full liability is paid any un-
paid instalments must then be paid on completion of the sale.

Where, in exceptional circumstances, it is shown to the satisfaction of the Revenue Com-
missioners that payment of CAT cannot be made when due without excessive hardship, they 
may allow payment to be postponed for such period, to such extent and on such terms as they 
think fit (this may include payment of CAT by non-statutory instalments on a concessionary 
basis or the waiver of interest).  The Revenue Commissioners will consider each such case on 
its merits, taking into account both the financial circumstances of the beneficiary and the type 
of gift or inheritance involved.

A beneficiary experiencing difficulty in paying CAT should contact his or her local Revenue 
office as early as possible to outline their circumstances and to explore the options available 
on paying the tax, otherwise the CAT will fall due for payment in accordance with the normal 
timeframe outlined above.

11/06/2013WRJ01150Departmental Reports

11/06/2013WRJ01200202. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance if the report of the Financial 
Inclusion Working Group on the pilot of the standard bank account has been submitted; and 
if he will outline the conclusions of the report and the decisions being made on foot of this. 
[27705/13]

11/06/2013WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of my Department’s Strategy 
for Financial Inclusion in Ireland, a basic payment account (named the Standard Bank Ac-
count) was offered by three banks (AIB, Bank of Ireland and permanent tsb) in three pilot loca-
tions (New Ross, Tallaght and Tullamore) from 29 June 2012. The Financial Inclusion Working 
Group (FIWG) was tasked with governance of the project. The Standard Bank Account (SBA) 
Pilot finished on 31 March 2013 after a 9-month pilot period.  The report of the FIWG on the 
Pilot has not yet been finalised. I am advised that it is likely to be submitted for my consider-
ation by the end of this week. I expect that the Report will be presented to Government and 
later published on my Department’s website.  I would like to thank the Deputy for his continued 
interest in this government strategy and will ask my officials to let you know when the report 
is available.

11/06/2013WRJ01350Tax Settlements

11/06/2013WRJ01400203. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a de-
lay with the processing of a tax return; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27714/13]

11/06/2013WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the granting of a tax credit for the amount of Danish tax paid in any year may only 
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be given after the end of that year, on receipt of a copy of the Danish Tax Assessment/Balanc-
ing Statement.  I would also like to refer the Deputy to my reply to his previous Dáil question 
(Ref 17336/12) on the matter in March 2012. In my reply I stated that Revenue would, on a 
concessional basis, allow the person’s claim for 2009 based on a mutually agreed tax credit. I 
am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that this occurred and the credit was granted. 

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the person in question submitted 
a claim for 2010 on February 25th 2013. As is normal practice with such claims, a request for 
certain required information was made by the Revenue Commissioners on March 27th. The 
person’s tax agent submitted some of this information on April 16th and additional material on 
May 24th. The caseworker in the Revenue Commissioners contacted the tax agent on May 31st 
requesting a final piece of information and I understand that the agent undertook to provide this. 

Once this information is provided, the claim will be processed without delay, and the tax 
agent is dealing directly with a named official in Fingal District in this regard. 

The Deputy will understand that it would be inappropriate for Revenue to issue an undertak-
ing that future claims will not be subject to verification checks. The nature of such claims mean 
that Revenue must verify certain details before refunds can be paid.

11/06/2013WRJ01550Ministerial Appointments

11/06/2013WRJ01600204. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 262 of 21 May 2013, regarding the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, the person he intends to appoint to the board of directors once the term of the incumbent 
comes to an end on 1 July 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27790/13]

11/06/2013WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland currently holds a Director posi-
tion at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Board under a Con-
stituency agreement with Denmark which provides for an equal rotation of the posts of Direc-
tor and Alternate Director between both countries on a three-year cycle.  Ireland assumed the 
Director position in May of 2012 and holds this position until May of 2015 - over that period, 
Denmark holds the post of Alternate Director.  After May of 2015, the positions reverse for a 
further three years.   The current Irish representative on the Board of Directors of the EBRD is 
Mr Eoin Ryan who was initially appointed to the position of Alternate Director on 12 Febru-
ary 2010 and he took over the Director post in May 2012. His appointment on the Board was 
due to end on 1 July 2013.  However, Mr Ryan’s tenure is being extended until 31 July 2013.  
Thereafter I have nominated Mr Sean Donlon to replace him. Subject to the completion of the 
procedures required to assume the position of Director of the EBRD, Mr Sean Donlon will suc-
ceed Mr Ryan on 1 August 2013.

11/06/2013WRJ01750Customs and Excise Staff

11/06/2013WRJ01800205. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of full-time 
and part-time staff employed solely on Customs and Excise duties at ports and airports in 
County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27824/13]

11/06/2013WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that their office is an integrated tax and customs administration and it is not possible 
to dis-aggregate staffing resources deployed exclusively on Customs and Excise work. The 
Revenue Commissioners have around 2,000 staff engaged on activities that are dedicated to 
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target and confront non-compliance. These activities include anti-smuggling, audit, assurance 
checks, debt management, investigations, prosecutions and anti-avoidance. A total of approx 
43 staff are engaged on these activities in County Mayo.  The Revenue Commissioners have an 
enforcement presence at all key airports and ports and at other strategic locations and enforce-
ment strength at particular locations is regularly augmented with additional personnel on a risk 
- assessment basis, or when particular operations are taking place. The Deputy will appreciate 
that, for reasons of operational sensitivity, the Commissioners are not in a position to provide 
details of enforcement deployment at any given location.

11/06/2013WRJ01950Pension Provisions

11/06/2013WRJ02000206. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if the scheme for 
drawing down 30% of AVCs is operational; the rate of tax that is payable; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27825/13]

11/06/2013WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to the arrangements for limited pre-retirement access to Additional Voluntary Contributions 
(AVCs) which I announced in my Budget 2013 speech.  The Finance Act 2013 was passed into 
law on 27th March and section 17 of the Act, which makes provision for the pre-retirement ac-
cess to AVCs announced in the Budget, has effect from that date. Section 17 introduces a new 
section 782A into the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 which provides members of occupational 
pension schemes with a three-year window of opportunity to draw down, on a once-off basis, 
up to 30% of the accumulated value of certain AVCs made by them, including additional vol-
untary PRSA contributions made to AVC PRSAs. Where AVCs are subject to a pension adjust-
ment order, both parties to the order may exercise the option independently in respect of their 
respective “share” of the AVCs.

The procedures set out in the legislation for exercising the AVC access option are straight 
forward and I have outlined these hereunder. However, in addition to these procedures, I am 
aware from discussions which my Department and the Revenue Commissioners have had with 
various pension industry representative bodies, that the administrators of AVC funds have been 
putting administrative procedures and systems in place to facilitate the access option at an op-
erational level. 

The likelihood is, of course, that an individual contemplating availing of the option will 
firstly contact his pension fund administrator by phone or email to establish what he or she 
needs to do. In that regard, the legislation requires the individual to give an irrevocable written 
instruction to the administrator of the fund that he or she wishes to avail of the option. Provided 
the individual qualifies for the encashment option, the administrator acts on the instruction by 
determining the value of the AVC fund and paying an amount, not exceeding 30% of the value, 
to the individual subject to deduction of the appropriate amount of tax. The amount paid is treat-
ed as emoluments to which Schedule E applies and tax is collected at source under the PAYE 
system. The legislation requires the administrator to deduct tax at the higher rate of 41%, unless 
the administrator has received from Revenue a tax credit certificate in respect of the individual. 
The payments are specifically exempt from USC and PRSI.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in advance of any payment of AVCs be-
ing made, the individual exercising the option should contact his or her Revenue Office for a 
Certificate of Tax Credits and Standard Rate Cut-off point in respect of the AVC payment. It 
may be the case that the pension fund administrator will contact Revenue on behalf of the indi-
vidual, but where the individual is applying directly to Revenue he or she would need to advise 
Revenue of the pension fund administrator’s registered number (i.e. employer number) so that 
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Revenue can forward the Certificate to the correct administrator. The Certificate will indicate 
the Standard Rate Cut-off Point and tax credits, if any, appropriate to the AVC access payment 
and facilitate the deduction of the correct amount of tax by the administrator.

11/06/2013WRJ02150Banking Sector Regulation

11/06/2013WRJ02200207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether fur-
ther delays to the conclusion of European banking union and the consequent potential for delays 
to Europe wide bank stress tests highlight the need for Ireland to complete its own bank stress 
tests before the end of 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27892/13]

11/06/2013WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The timing of the stress tests is under 
discussion at the present and no decision has been taken in this regard. The timetable for Euro-
pean wide stress tests will be one of the factors when deciding on a firm timetable for the stress 
test.  However, the Irish authorities have agreed with the Troika that detailed preparatory work 
required for the stress test will be completed in 2013.  Details of the preparatory work being 
undertaken will be included in the Programme Documents agreed following the April mission, 
which are due to be published shortly.

11/06/2013WRJ02350Banking Sector Issues

11/06/2013WRJ02400208. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or the 
National Asset Management Agency has held discussions regarding taking on the Irish assets of 
any foreign owned banks operating in the State; his views on the prospects for such a develop-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27893/13]

11/06/2013WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has held no formal 
discussions nor is it currently considering taking on the Irish assets of any foreign owned banks 
operating in the State.  However, as you would expect, my Department is regularly approached 
by members of the financial community with various proposals.  All such approaches to my 
Department are reviewed and considered on their own merits.  I am advised by NAMA that the 
agency has not held any discussions regarding taking on the Irish assets of any foreign owned 
banks operating in the State.

11/06/2013WRJ02550Tax Settlements

11/06/2013WRJ02600209. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork is entitled to avoid publication of their name when a settlement was made with 
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with a tax amnesty; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [27936/13]

11/06/2013WRJ02700210. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the most recent 
tax amnesty, when a person has availed of the amnesty and settled all debts with Revenue Com-
missioners, if the person who made the settlement benefits from an avoidance of publication of 
his or her name; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27937/13]

11/06/2013WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 209 
and 210 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, for reasons of confidentiality, it is not 
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possible to provide any information in relation to the tax affairs of any person. However, I am 
further advised specific provision is made in legislation for the publications of the list of de-
faulters, published on a quarterly basis.  These lists includes details of cases where the Revenue 
Commissioners accepted a settlement of the kind set out in Section 1086, Taxes Consolidation 
Act (TCA) 1997.

Settlements are not published where the amount of the settlement is less than the thresh-
old amount [€12,700 (where liability was prior to 01/01/2005 is included), €30,000 (where 
liability post 01/01/2005 is included) or €33,000 (where only liability was post 01/01/2010 is 
included)], where the amount of fine or other penalty does not exceed 15% of the amount of the 
tax or where the taxpayer has, in advance of any Revenue inquiry or investigation, voluntarily 
furnished complete information relating to and full particulars of previously undisclosed tax 
liabilities and paid the additional liability due.

Section 1086 TCA 1997 also provides for publication of penalty determinations made by a 
court.  Penalty determinations are not published where the amount of the penalty determined by 
a court does not exceed 15% of the tax due in respect of which the penalty is computed, where 
the aggregate of the tax due, the interest on that tax and the penalty determined by a court does 
not exceed €30,000 or where the taxpayer has, in advance of any Revenue inquiry or investiga-
tion, voluntarily furnished complete information relating to and full particulars of the previ-
ously undisclosed tax liabilities and paid the additional liability due.

Revenue carries out a range of tax and duty compliance programmes on an annual basis 
that are focused on the areas of greatest risk.  In 2012, Revenue continued to deploy resources 
to tackling tax evasion in high-risk sectors and carried out over 9,000 audits and more than 
150,000 risk management interventions which between them yielded approx. €470 million.  
483 taxpayers were published in 2012, in respect of a yield of €98.46m and details can be found 
on the Revenue website, www.revenue.ie.

Revenue programmes are focused on achieving maximum compliance with tax and duty 
legislation The Code of Practice for Revenue Audit (Chapter 2) outlines in detail the opportuni-
ties available to non-compliant taxpayers to regularise tax and duty defaults, including the posi-
tion in relation to when publication arises. The Code of Practice for Revenue Audit is available 
online from the Revenue website http://www.revenue.ie/en/practitioner/audit-code-of-practice/
index.html.

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that there has been no tax amnesty 
in recent years.  While there is no specific exemption from publication associated with tax am-
nesties, if a taxpayer voluntarily furnished complete information to Revenue in relation to tax 
defaults, publication would not arise.

11/06/2013WRJ02850Pensions Levy Issues

11/06/2013WRJ02900211. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
the pension fund levy; the amounts raised in 2011 and 2012 for the Exchequer from the imposi-
tion of the levy; his views on whether the funding in question could have been obtained by a 
different public policy choice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27943/13]

11/06/2013WRJ03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The pension fund levy applies at a rate 
of 0.6% per annum to the market value, on the valuation date, of assets under management in 
pension funds and pension plans approved under Irish tax legislation.  The levy will operate for 
a period of 4 years only (2011 to 2014) and the legislative provisions giving effect to the levy 
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(section 4 of Finance (No 2) Act 2011) were specifically drafted to reflect this.  I confirmed in 
my Budget 2013 Speech that the levy will not be renewed after 2014.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that receipts to date from the levy amounted 
to €463 million in 2011 and €483 million in 2012.  This is broadly in line with the amounts 
anticipated to be collected in those years.

The moneys raised from the pension fund levy are being used to pay for the Government’s 
Jobs Initiative introduced in May 2011.  The measures introduced as part of the Jobs Initiative 
include a new 9% VAT rate on certain activities, the halving of the lower rate of PRSI and small 
amounts of additional current and capital expenditure.

As I explained in my speech introducing the “Jobs Initiative” in May 2011, the decision to 
fund the Initiative by way of a levy on pension funds over the 4 year period was taken because 
the alternatives for increases in taxation elsewhere at this time would be more damaging to the 
economy.

The implementation of a jobs and growth strategy is a key priority of the Government. The 
measures announced in the Jobs Initiative are aimed at assisting in employment generation – 
providing opportunities for those who are out of work, to restore public morale and confidence 
in the economy and encourage spending by consumers.

11/06/2013WRJ03050Tax Exemptions

11/06/2013WRJ03100212. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if the exemption on deposit 
interest retention tax available to groups entitled to charitable exemption from tax will be ex-
tended to other voluntary and community groups. [28003/13]

11/06/2013WRJ03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 207 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides for an exemption from Income Tax, including Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) for qualifying charities.  In order to qualify for a charitable tax exemption, a body or 
trust must be established for charitable purposes only and must apply all of its income to those 
purposes. Procedures are in place to firstly ensure that the exemption is only granted to bodies 
that meet the necessary criteria and to secondly satisfy the Revenue Commissioners of contin-
ued compliance with the terms of the exemption.

Any voluntary or community group is free to apply for such an exemption, providing they 
meet the qualifying criteria.  An explanatory leaflet and application form for the exemption is 
available on the Revenue Commissioners web site www.revenue.ie at the following link: 

http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/chy1.pdf.

11/06/2013WRK00150VAT Rates Reductions

11/06/2013WRK00200213. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance the estimated benefit to the 
overall economy, the hospitality sector and to the employment sector of the 9% VAT rate for 
tourism, hospitality and entertainment sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28021/13]

11/06/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): With regard to numbers employed in 
the tourism sector, research to this effect was carried out by my Department and published in 
the Medium-Term Fiscal Statement in November 2012.  This report, entitled “Measuring the 
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impact of the Jobs Initiative: Was the VAT reduction passed on and were jobs created?” contains 
detailed information with regard to the impact of the 9% VAT rate on prices and employment 
numbers, and is available on my Department’s website.  Using statistics from the Central Sta-
tistics Office, the report indicates that an additional 6,200 jobs had been created in the accom-
modation and food sectors from Q2 2011 to Q2 2012, an increase of 6%.  While there are other 
factors that will have impacted on employment rates in these sectors, I am in no doubt that the 
9% VAT rate has contributed in no small part to these employment gains.  Furthermore, these 
figures may understate the positive impact of the 9% rate, as other comparable sectors experi-
enced declines in employment number over the period concerned, which indicates that employ-
ment in the accommodation and food sectors may also have declined without the introduction 
of the 9% rate.  With regard to prices in the tourism sector, the response to the 9% VAT rate has 
been positive and the report indicates that the VAT reduction was for the most part passed on to 
consumers.  With regard to the impact of the 9% on tourism, while tourism numbers fluctuated 
over the period since the introduction of the 9% in July 2011, expenditure by overseas travellers 
to Ireland in 2012 increased by €37 million from 2011; this excludes transport and air travel 
costs which are exempt from VAT.

11/06/2013WRK00350Tax Credits

11/06/2013WRK00400214. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the rationale un-
derpinning the different treatment, by Revenue, of married couples and co-habitating couples, 
in particular for purposes of sharing tax credits, and the way this policy is divergent from that 
operated by the Department of Social Protection’s Social Welfare Services and its array of sup-
port schemes. [28094/13]

11/06/2013WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that where a couple is 
cohabiting rather than married or in a civil partnership, they are treated as separate and uncon-
nected individuals for the purpose of income tax.  Each partner is a separate entity for tax pur-
poses and, therefore, cohabiting couples cannot file joint assessment tax returns or share their 
tax credits and tax bands in the same manner as married couples.  The basis for the current tax 
treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court decision in Murphy v. Attorney 
General (1980), which held that it was contrary to the Constitution for a married couple, both 
of whom are working, to pay more tax than two single people living together and having the 
same income.  However, a cohabiting couple where both partners are working get, in total, the 
same tax credits as a married couple or couple in a civil partnership (i.e. €3,300).  In addition, 
the same amount of income is subject to tax at the 20% rate (i.e. €32,800 each).  This equates to 
the €65,600 threshold in the case of a married couple or couple in a civil partnership.  

If both cohabitants earn in excess of the standard rate band (i.e. €32,800), then they both pay 
tax at 41% on any income in excess of €32,800.  Married couples or couples in a civil partner-
ship where both work get the same treatment.  The difference between the two groups is the 
ability of married couples or civil partners to transfer certain tax credits such as the personal/
married credits and part of the tax bands, i.e. the tax band of €65,600 available to married cou-
ples or couples in a civil partnership with two incomes in 2013 is transferable between spouses 
up to a maximum of €41,800.  This is of benefit where one of the individuals earns less than the 
20% tax threshold of €32,800 or where one of the individuals has no income.  The treatment of 
cohabiting couples for the purposes of social welfare is primarily a matter for the Minister for 
Social Protection.  However, it is also based on the principle that married couples should not be 
treated less favourably than cohabiting couples.  This was given a constitutional underpinning 
following the Supreme Court decision in Hyland v. Minister for Social Welfare (1989) which 
ruled it was unconstitutional for the total income a married couple received in social welfare 
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benefits to be less than the couple would have received if they were unmarried and cohabiting.

11/06/2013WRK00550School Transport Eligibility

11/06/2013WRK00600215. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the school transport scheme application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if the decision will be reviewed. [26954/13]

11/06/2013WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 km from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.  Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Depart-
ment, has advised that the child referred to by the Deputy is not attending her nearest education 
centre and is therefore not eligible for school transport.  Children who are not eligible for school 
transport, under the terms of the scheme, may apply to Bus Éireann for transport on a conces-
sionary basis subject to a number of a conditions, including the availability of spare seats on an 
existing service and the payment of the annual charge.  The Deputy will be aware that changes 
in determining eligibility for school transport to post-primary schools were introduced from the 
commencement of the 2012-13 school year.  These changes are being applied equitably on a 
national basis and in some cases pupils in the same area, or family, may be eligible for transport 
to different schools during the transitional period of five years.  In certain areas, families who 
choose to send their children to schools other than their nearest school may diminish the chance 
of a service being established to their nearest school.

11/06/2013WRK00750FÁS Training Programmes

11/06/2013WRK00800216. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if now that 
FÁS has been amalgamated with the Department of Social Protection, the payment schedules 
for both can be brought into line with each other, as persons on jobseeker’s payment when 
transferring to a FÁS course must wait for their payment as they get paid a week in hand; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is stopping many persons from taking part in a 
course; and if he plans to alter this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27387/13]

11/06/2013WRK00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The reason there is a back week in payment of FÁS training allowances is that all of the 
necessary information must be uploaded in the week that the trainee starts, to begin payment 
for the next week.  The trainees arrive at the start of the course with the up-to-date F103 form 
duly completed and stamped by Department of Social Protection.  This form is the basis for 
eligibility for the training allowance.  The allowance is therefore paid the week after the trainee 
commences their course.

11/06/2013WRK00950Employment Support Services

11/06/2013WRK01000217. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has considered the 
feasibility of unemployed job seekers having to pay their own travel expenses to attend train-
ing that will allow them to leave the live register; his plans to introduce financial support for 
individuals, colleges or transport providers to bring job seekers and training providers together; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27458/13]
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11/06/2013WRK01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
FÁS trainees are generally entitled to a travel allowance if they live in excess of 3 miles from 
their training venue.  The allowance is payable in respect of participation in both full and part-
time courses.  Rates for the travel allowance vary depending on the distance involved.  Clients 
attending training in the Midlands Region and parts of Donegal can avail of free transport 
services that have been provided to enhance accessibility to FÁS services.  The bus services 
provided follow predetermined scheduled routes with designated pick-up and drop-off points.  
Trainees who are on these bus routes do not receive a travel allowance.

11/06/2013WRK01150Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRK01200218. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason Student 
Universal Support Ireland refused to allow an initial application on behalf of a student (details 
supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27098/13]

11/06/2013WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy appealed a decision.  SUSI reviewed his application and the student was issued 
with a decision on 5 June 2013.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down 
in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his or her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to 
the independent Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on 
request from SUSI.

11/06/2013WRK01350Student Grant Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRK01400219. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland system of application for student grants takes into account the accom-
modation and living expenses of a student’s parent/spouse who has had to go abroad to work 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27135/13]

11/06/2013WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a 
specified reference period.  The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to 
be fair and reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from 
different spending arrangements in different households.  In the interest of equity, I have no 
plans to change this procedure.

11/06/2013WRK01550Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRK01600220. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a student grant. 
[27123/13]

11/06/2013WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 5 June 2013, a request for 
supporting documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy.  When this is 
returned, the student will be notified directly of the outcome. 



11 June 2013

198

11/06/2013WRK01750School Accommodation

11/06/2013WRK01800221. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will explain 
the delay in announcing a decision in respect of the future accommodation needs of a school 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24; if he appreciated that the school community has campaigned for 
28 years for the permanent accommodation; if he accepts the urgent need for such a decision in 
view of the continued development of the school population; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27101/13]

11/06/2013WRK01900305. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide alternative accommodation for (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27674/13]

11/06/2013WRK02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 221 and 305 together.

I wish to advise the Deputies that my Department is aware of the accommodation needs of 
the school in question.  Professional and Technical staff from South Dublin County Council and 
my Department have discussed possibilities in relation to using lands adjacent to the existing 
school for a new school building.  However, given the challenges identified with these lands, 
my Department is exploring with South Dublin County Council whether other options in the 
general area might offer a better long-term solution to the school’s accommodation require-
ments before a final decision is made on the matter.  My officials will be in further contact with 
the school authority as soon as a further update is available.

11/06/2013WRK02050Vocational Education Committees Expenditure

11/06/2013WRK02100222. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the advice he 
has offered vocational education committees with regard to making savings in their budgets in 
view of reduced allocations; the number of VEC’s that have formally contacted or corresponded 
with him or his Department in regard to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27133/13]

11/06/2013WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In Budget 2013, it was de-
cided to reduce the non-pay grant to Vocational Education Committees (VECs) by some €13.2 
million.  This decision took account of the capacity of VECs to utilise cash balances on a once-
off basis.  VECs have been informed that they are required to provide the same level of service 
in 2013 as in 2012 and that, in this regard, they may incur expenditure up to the level of the 
2012 final non-pay grant.  Ten VECs have contacted my Department regarding this measure.  
Officials from my Department have also met representatives of the Chief Executive and Educa-
tion Officers’ Association (CEEOA) to consider the matter.  The most recent communication 
to the VECs was issued following consultation between officials from my Department and a 
working group representing CEEOA.

11/06/2013WRK02250Emergency Works Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRK02300223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding funding under the emergency works scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27159/13]

11/06/2013WRK02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
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of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for funding under my Depart-
ment’s Emergency Works Scheme to carry out various improvement works at their school.  As 
the scope of works for which funding is sought is outside the terms of the scheme, they cannot 
be considered for funding.  The management authority of the school has been informed of this 
decision.  The school has been requested on a number of occasions to submit a scaled down 
application to address the immediate health and safety issues and to date a scaled back applica-
tion has not been received from the school.  As soon as this application is received, it will be 
assessed and the school authorities notified of the outcome.

11/06/2013WRK02450Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRK02500224. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has received an application, under the school building programme, for Stage 2B approval 
from a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; if this school will now be allowed to go to 
tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27167/13]

11/06/2013WRK02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school building project referred to was included in the €50 million investment 
in new school building projects recently announced as part of the Government’s “Investing in 
Infrastructure & Jobs” Package.  The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  
A stage 2(b) submission from the design team was recently received and is under review.  Once 
that review is complete, my Department will be in contact with the School Authorities in rela-
tion to progressing the project to tender and construction.

11/06/2013WRK02650School Patronage

11/06/2013WRK02700225. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the planned post primary school in the Stepaside area in County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27177/13]

11/06/2013WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Two new post-primary schools 
are planned for Stepaside.  The first is a Gaelcholáiste to serve the general Ballinteer and Stepa-
side area.  This will commence operation in 2014 under the patronage of An Foras Pátrúnachta 
na Scoileanna Lán Ghaeilge.  The second is an English medium post-primary school which is 
due to open in 2016.  The application process for patronage of this school is under way.  The 
closing date for receipt of applications is 12 July 2013.

11/06/2013WRK02850Schools Amalgamation

11/06/2013WRK02900226. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will respond to a 
query regarding the amalgamation of schools (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27195/13]

11/06/2013WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Oireachtas enacted the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act in 2012.  Section 42 of this Act, which sets out pro-
visions relating to the charitable status of contributions by congregations, was commenced in 
March 2013.  Section 42 empowers the Commissioners for Charitable Donations and Bequests 
for Ireland to authorise property transfers and sales related to the making of contributions by 
congregations to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund or as contributions towards the 
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cost of the response to residential abuse.  The recent commencement of section 42 will facili-
tate the transfers of properties to the Minister for Education and Skills such as in the case of 
the school referred to by the Deputy.  The Congregation that owns the property concerned has 
offered to transfer it to the State as part of its offer of a number of properties made in response 
to the publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the Ryan Re-
port).  The Government has agreed to accept this and a number of other properties offered.  The 
Department of Education and Skills, through the Chief State Solicitor’s Office, is working on 
finalising the transfer of the property in question.  When the transfer of the property has been 
completed, the Department will be in a position to further consider how this project could be 
progressed within the context of the available funding.

11/06/2013WRK03050Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRK03100227. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on the new multi-denominational school building at Griffith Barracks, South 
Circular Road, Dublin 8; when a design team will be appointed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27222/13]

11/06/2013WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The five-year capital pro-
gramme that was announced in 2012 listed 275 major projects and indicated that these projects 
would be delivered on a phased basis with initial priority being given to those projects identified 
for delivery in 2013 and 2014.  The project referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to the 
Office of Public Works (OPW) for delivery.  A service level agreement between the Department 
and the OPW has been signed.  I understand the OPW proposes to utilise existing in-house 
resources to deliver these projects and to buy in additional services as required.  The OPW has 
had its first meeting with the Board of Management of the school and is progressing the feasi-
bility stage of the design process, including undertaking site surveys and investigations.  The 
project is scheduled to commence construction in 2014-15.

11/06/2013WRK03250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRK03300228. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his Depart-
ment has consulted with any of the following organisations, the Behaviour Analyst Certification 
Board, Applied Behaviour Analysis International, the Psychology Society of Ireland’s Division 
of Behaviour Analysis, the European Association for Behaviour Analysis with regard to his 
policy on the utilisation of applied behaviour analysis for children with Autism. [27226/13]

11/06/2013WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Various contributions and 
consultations have informed my Department’s policy on the education of children with autism, 
which is based on the advice of international experts on autism, NEPS, the Inspectorate, an 
analysis of research and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism.  My Department is not 
aware of Applied Behaviour Analysis International.  It has been and remains open to other bod-
ies, including those to whom the Deputy has referred, to make representations or contributions 
to my Department or the NCSE.  My Department’s policy is focused on ensuring all children, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.  This facilitates 
access to individualised education programmes, fully qualified professional teachers who may 
draw from a range of autism-specific interventions, including ABA, special needs assistants, 
and the appropriate school curriculum with the option where possible of full or partial integra-
tion and interaction with other pupils.  As each child with autism is unique, it is important that 
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children have access to a range of interventions so their broader needs can be met.

My Department’s policy is to provide for children with special educational needs, includ-
ing autism, to be included in mainstream schools unless such a placement would not be in their 
best interests or the interests of the children with whom they are to be educated.  Some children 
may be supported in a special class attached to a mainstream school.  These students have the 
option, where appropriate, of full or partial integration and interaction with other pupils.  Other 
children may have such complex needs that they are best placed in a special school.  Students 
with special educational needs have access to a range of support services including additional 
teaching and/or care supports.  In special schools and special classes, students are supported 
through lower pupil teacher ratios.  Special needs assistants may also be recruited specifically 
where pupils with disabilities and significant care needs are enrolled.

With regard to Applied Behaviour Analysis, the position is that there is no definitive or uni-
versally accepted research which supports the use of one intervention exclusively for all chil-
dren with autism.  However, research does support the use of any of a range of autism-specific 
interventions depending on the individual needs of the child.  My Department is conscious of 
the need to adapt existing policies and to develop new policies as new research or learning be-
comes available.  The National Council for Special Education has a formal role under Section 
20.1(j) of EPSEN to advise the Minister “in relation to any matter relating to the education of 
children and others with disabilities”.  I have requested the NCSE to prepare Policy Advice on 
the Educational Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE has com-
missioned research which will not be finalised until mid to late 2014.  I expect that this research 
will inform much of the work in preparing the policy advice.  Accordingly, it is not expected 
that the report will be finalised until early 2015.

11/06/2013WRL00150School Staffing

11/06/2013WRL00200229. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the EAL 
teacher is being removed from a school (details supplied) in County Westmeath when the school 
clearly needs this invaluable resource. [27236/13]

11/06/2013WRL00300282. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the EAL 
teacher is being removed from a school (details supplied) in County Westemath when the school 
clearly needs this invaluable resource, the school’s Principal and Board of Management have 
appealed the decision to remove their EAL teacher, their appeal was refused on 3 April 2013 
and have been informed there is no other action that can be taken. [27432/13]

11/06/2013WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 229 and 282 together.

The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on the De-
partment’s website. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at 
individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments 
on the previous 30 September. The staffing arrangements for the coming school year 2013/14 
are set out in Circular 0013/2013 which is available on the website.  The staffing appeal process 
at primary level includes the provision whereby schools with a high concentration of pupils 
requiring English as an additional language (EAL) can apply for further additional tempo-
rary language support posts. The appeal criteria are set out in the staffing schedule, Circular 
0013/2013.  The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal under the EAL criterion. 
Having considered the school’s application in the context of the published grounds, the Board 
refused the appeal at its meeting on 27th/28th March 2013. The school was notified accord-
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ingly.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its 
decision is final.

11/06/2013WRL00450Pupil-Teacher Ratio

11/06/2013WRL00500230. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the interest of 
fairness and to ensure access to the school of choice, if fee paying schools from a minority faith 
background could be exempt from any further increases in the pupil-teacher ratio; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27241/13]

11/06/2013WRL00600262. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) in County Cavan will be excluded from the proposed 23 to 1 pupil-teacher ratio in 
September 2015 on the grounds that it uniquely has high enrolment from areas of disadvantage 
in Cavan town which is its immediate hinterland and it is the only second level school with a 
Protestant ethos in the entire county which boasts a large Protestant population; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26978/13]

11/06/2013WRL00700287. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is con-
sidering ring-fencing the current teacher pupil ratio of 23:1 for fee paying Protestant schools. 
[27503/13]

11/06/2013WRL00800289. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his committ-
ment to equal right of children with respect to education; if he is prepared to keep the teacher-
pupil ration at 23:1 and commit not to further cut the funding to fee paying Protestant schools, 
or if he will proceed with discrimination against pupils of Protestant ethos. [27507/13]

11/06/2013WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 230, 262, 287 and 289 together.

The Government has protected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in 
the recent budget and there will no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free 
second level schools for the 2013/14 school year as a result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for 
disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with no overall changes to staffing levels or fund-
ing as a result of the budget.   At post primary level and in order to promote fairness in funding 
second level schools, a two-point increase in the pupil teacher ratio in fee-charging second 
level schools will be introduced in September 2013.  There are currently 55 schools out of 723 
post-primary schools charging fees ranging from €2,550 to €10,065 for day pupils.  At present, 
the State pays the salaries of one teacher for every 21 pupils in these schools compared with 
one teacher for every 19 pupils in schools in the free education scheme.  A ratio of 18.25 pupils 
to one teacher, applies in DEIS schools.  This will rise to 23:1 in fee-charging schools from 
September 2013.  However, these schools have the resources, through fees charged, to employ 
teachers privately, an option which is not available to schools in the free education scheme.  A 
report on the analysis of the tuition income of fee-charging schools carried out by the Depart-
ment was recently published and shows that the schools in question have €81m in discretionary 
income that schools in the free scheme do not have.  It is important to note that the report does 
not contain any policy proposals at this stage.  However, even after the Budget changes are 
implemented, the discretionary income available to these schools will still be quite consider-
able.  There are some concerns within the Church of Ireland community on the recent budget 
measure affecting fee-charging schools.  This Government recognises the importance of ensur-
ing that students from a Protestant or Reformed church background can attend a school that re-
flects their denominational ethos while at the same time ensuring that funding arrangements are 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.  How best to sustain education provision 
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for widely dispersed and small local communities does present as a particular challenge, espe-
cially in any locality where enrolment is declining to single figures.  The Government is intent 
in fostering pluralism in school provision.  Supporting small communities including minorities 
in maintaining their schools is part of that policy.   With regard to the fee-charging Protestant 
schools, an arrangement exists whereby funding is provided by my Department to the Second-
ary Education Committee (SEC), an organisation run by the churches involved in managing 
the Protestant secondary schools.  The SEC then disburses funds to the Protestant fee-charging 
schools on behalf of pupils who would otherwise have difficulty with the cost of fees and who, 
in the absence of such financial support, would be unable to attend a second level school of a 
reformed church or Protestant ethos.  Funding amounts to €6.5 million annually.  This fund 
ensures that necessitous Protestant children can attend a school of their choice.

11/06/2013WRL00950Literacy Levels

11/06/2013WRL01000231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will look 
favourably upon the request of the National Adult Literacy Agency to amend the Further Edu-
cation and Training (SOLAS) Bill to include a specific commitment to raise adult literacy and 
numeracy levels and develop a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27244/13]

11/06/2013WRL01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I recognise that further education and training as it is currently delivered covers a broad spec-
trum that ranges from basic adult literacy and numeracy courses to courses that are certified at 
level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications.   Section 9 of the Bill provides 
that SOLAS, once established, will prepare and submit, to the Minister, a strategy in respect of 
further education and training. The issue of including a provision in the Bill for the develop-
ment of a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy was raised at Dáil Committee Stage. I 
have asked officials in the Department to give consideration to this matter in advance of Report 
Stage in the Dáil. 

11/06/2013WRL01150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

11/06/2013WRL01200232. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding his Department has allocated or committed to paying off the debts of a particular col-
lege (details supplied) in County Kilkenny including the outstanding loans, the move from a 
21:1 to 23:1 teacher ratio and their switch from a private to public school; if he will detail any 
other expenditure incurred by his Department as result of this switch between 2012 and into the 
2013/2014 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27252/13]

11/06/2013WRL01300246. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected extra 
cost to the Exchequer of Kilkenny College in 2013/14 when it will be State funded excluding 
boarding fees; if he will detail what is to happen to the teachers employed in excess of the set 
pupil teacher ratio of 19:1; if he will outline any capital costs including liability for loans taken 
out by Kilkenny College; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26807/13]

11/06/2013WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 232 and 246 together.  

The authorities of Kilkenny College indicated that they were considering that the long term 
future of the College might be better secured by entering the Free Scheme.  The Government is 
committed to supporting access of minority denomination communities to schools that are of 
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their tradition or ethos. The provision made by Kilkenny College caters for the needs of chil-
dren from the Protestant community spread across several counties. Accordingly, I was happy 
to have officials of my Department work with the college authorities to work through a basis 
on which such a transfer would be feasible if that was their ultimate judgement.  The Deputy 
will appreciate that over the course of those detailed discussions the College authorities shared 
information in confidence with the Department and while I wish to respect that position at the 
same time I do want to provide the Deputy with information on the arrangements made to as-
sist and support the College through its transition.   Kilkenny College will cease to charge fees 
with effect from the start of school year in September next and as a result my Department will 
in future pay the salaries of a teacher for every 19 students attending the College. This com-
pares with one teacher for every 21 students in fee charging schools at present and which will 
rise to one teacher for every 23 students in September 2013.   My Department will also provide 
capitation and related funding to the College on the same basis as every other voluntary second-
ary school within the Free Education Scheme. I approved specific transition arrangements in 
relation to the teaching staff employed by the College and also reviewed the level of exchequer 
funding approved by the Department for school building projects carried out by the College.   
The precise cost of additional exchequer expenditure in Kilkenny College will be a function 
later this year of the actual enrolment in the College as a school within the Free Scheme.  While 
the arrangements made in relation to Kilkenny College were specific to its circumstances and 
plans to enter the Free Scheme, I have made clear that my Department will engage construc-
tively with any fee charging school that is considering how best to secure its future. On the basis 
of the analysis I published earlier this year on the income from fees available to fee charging 
schools I expect that a minority of the fee charging schools will wish to engage with my Depart-
ment, as Kilkenny College did, in order to plan for the future.

11/06/2013WRL01450Minor Works Scheme Suspension

11/06/2013WRL01500233. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the financial impact the withdrawal of the minor works grant is having on 
many schools; if he will review this decision and reinstate the minor works grant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27298/13]

11/06/2013WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the Minor Works Grant 
last issued in November 2011 for the school year 2011/2012, I stated that given the need to fo-
cus on meeting the demand for additional school places, it was unlikely that funding would be 
available for the Minor Works Grant in the coming years.  This is borne out by the fact that in 
2012, 85% of the capital expenditure in the school sector was in respect of large scale projects, 
additional accommodation and prefab replacement.  The balance was expended on site acqui-
sition, emergency works, furniture and equipment provision and commitments arising from 
earlier years.   The capital allocation that is available for the school sector in 2013 is expected 
to have a similar spend pattern as was the case in 2012 and at this time there are no plans to 
reinstate the Minor Works Grant.

11/06/2013WRL01650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRL01700234. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 223 and 230 of 28 May 2013, the assistance his Department will provide 
to parents unable to find tutors that will work alone with a number of children with a severe 
or profound learning disability, there are parents unable to fund tutors due to the challenging 
environment they would be working in when in previous years there was one-on-one tutoring 
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for such children.  [27310/13]

11/06/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to again advise the 
Deputy that the policy in relation to siblings has not changed.  Rather the application process in 
previous years may have in some instances failed to identify adequately multiple applications 
for siblings.  My Department’s Information Note for Home Based July Provision notes that al-
locations to siblings are reflective of the school grouping principle. This is where one teacher is 
allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational level, primary or post primary. 
Accordingly it is considered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor can provide tuition 
at the appropriate educational level to more than one sibling at that level simultaneously in the 
home. The Departments website and information material is being amended to further clarify 
the position.

The school grouping principle does not purport to replicate or mirror all aspects of school 
based provision.  The age or ability of siblings is reflected in their education level as determined 
by education and health professionals. In general where a child is receiving their education in a 
class setting with other children of mixed age and ability, this should carry through to their July 
Provision.   Parents who are experiencing difficulties in sourcing a fully qualified teacher are 
advised to contact the officials dealing with their allocation as tutors with alternative qualifica-
tions and experience may be accepted in some instances.

11/06/2013WRL01850Oideachas Gaeilge

11/06/2013WRL01900235. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an gcuir-
fidh sé acmhainní agus tacaíocht bhreise ar fáil do scoil (sonraí ar fáil) chun gur féidir an cúrsa 
Ardteistiméireachta trí mheán na Gaeilge a chur ar fáil do dhaltaí, ag cur i gcuntas go bhfuil an 
scoil suite i nGaeltacht Dhún na nGall agus go bhfuil éileamh ann ó dhaltaí a rinne an Teastas 
Sóisearach trí Ghaeilge leanúint ar aghaidh lena gcuid staidéir trí mheán na Gaeilge. [26639/13]

11/06/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Táthar tar éis Aonad a bhunú 
sa scoil dá dtagraíonn an Teachta ó 2006 i leith chun oideachas trí Ghaeilge a sholáthar sa tsraith 
shóisearach.  I gcás na scoile i gceist, sholáthraigh mo Roinnse acmhainní mar fhreagairt ar 
éileamh léirithe agus coinneoidh sí i gcónaí ar an scéal a athbhreithniú chun a fháil amach an 
leor an leibhéal éilimh chun na hacmhainní a soláthraíodh a bharántú.

Maidir le soláthar oideachais trí Ghaeilge ag leibhéal na sraithe sinsearaí sa scoil seo, coin-
neoidh mo Roinn i gcónaí ar an gcás a athbhreithniú.  Táscaire soiléir é gur leor an iontráil 
fhéideartha in Aonad ag leibhéal na sraithe sinsearaí, chun leithdháileadh na n-acmhainní ri-
achtanacha ar Aonad dá leithéid a bharántú, má bhíonn patrún léirithe, comhsheasmhach ann 
de leibhéal réasúnta éilimh sa tsraith shóisearach.  Bíodh is go bhfuil Aonad sa scoil seo don 
tsraith shóisearach ó 2006 i leith, is líon an-bheag mac léinn atá ag freastal ar an Aonad sa sraith 
shóisearach.  Sa chomhthéacs seo, níl líon réasúnta mac léinn ag glacadh páirte san Aonad faoi 
láthair agus dá bhrí sin níor rogha inmharthana é an tAonad a leathnú go dtí an tsraith shinsear-
ach.

11/06/2013WRL02050School Transport Provision

11/06/2013WRL02100236. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when and where 
E-tenders for school transport for 2013 were advertised; if he will indicate the deadline for pre-
qualification; if this deadline was earlier than previous years; the date of the deadline for sub-
mission of tenders in 2012; the number of contractors that were informed by e-mail; the number 
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of other contractors who are not current contractors that were made aware of the closing date; 
his views on whether all contractors were given sufficient notice regarding the closing date for 
submission of tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26664/13]

11/06/2013WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department, 
has advised that the Notice for the Provision of School Transport Services - Third Cycle, was 
published by Bus Éireann on the e-tenders website on the 11th of March 2013.  The related 
deadline date for receipt of completed Pre-Qualification Questionnaires (PQQ) for the first call 
for competition for work starting in August 2013 was before 12 noon on Monday, 8th April 
2013.  In 2012, the Notice for the Provision of School Transport Services - Second Cycle was 
published on the e-tenders website on the 3rd of April 2012.  The deadline date for receipt of 
PQQ submissions for the first call for competition for work starting in August 2012 was the 
3rd of May 2012.  The deadline date for receipt of tenders was before 12 noon on Wednesday, 
4th July 2012.  Contractors who are currently providing the services being put out to public 
tender in the Third Cycle were given the courtesy by their local school transport office of being 
informed that the work was being put out to public tender through a variety of methods, includ-
ing email, by phone, or by post.  Other private operators and Contractors interested in this work 
were forwarded the PQQ by email or post.  Some 450 private operators were contacted in this 
process, and this number does not include the interested parties who downloaded the documents 
directly from the e-tenders website.  The period of time that was afforded to private operators 
and Contractors alike satisfied procurement obligations and was considered sufficient to allow 
interested parties both to become aware that this work was being put out to public tender and to 
submit the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire before the deadline date.  

11/06/2013WRL02250School Staffing

11/06/2013WRL02300237. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of concessionary mainstream posts he intends to withdraw from schools in the Dublin Central 
constituency for the 2013/2014 academic year. [26761/13]

11/06/2013WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has protect-
ed frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in this year’s budget and there will 
no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools for the 2013/14 school year as a result of 
the budget. The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with no overall 
changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the budget.The criteria used for the alloca-
tion of teaching posts for the 2013/2014 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule (Circular 
0013/2013) which is available on the Department website. The key factor for determining the 
level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  The staffing schedule 
also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to 
an independent Appeals Board. Details of the criteria for appeal are contained in the staffing 
schedule, Circular 0013/2013.  The allocation process at individual school level is currently 
underway.  The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not be known until the Au-
tumn. At that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals to the Staffing 
Appeals Board will have been considered.

11/06/2013WRL02450Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRL02500238. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the interventions 
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his Department recognises as essential tools for teachers to do their job in respect of autistic 
persons; and the plans, if any, he has to up-skill and or train teachers to use such interventions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26765/13]

11/06/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that 
children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of being 
fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching or care supports. Others 
are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/or care assistance. Many 
are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive interventions 
are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and differing needs/
strengths/abilities emerge.  The preferred policy of my Department is that children with autism 
are educated in school settings where children may have access to individualised education pro-
grammes (IEPs), fully-qualified professional teachers, special needs assistants, the appropriate 
school curriculum with the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial integration 
and interaction with other pupils.  The Deputy will be familiar with the standards associated 
with qualified teachers, the registration of qualified teachers required by the Teaching Council, 
the probationary process, whereby teachers are supported and advised by the inspectorate dur-
ing their first year of teaching.   Furthermore my Department recognises that specialised train-
ing and continued professional development (CPD) is important for staff working with children 
with special educational needs and supports the provision of CPD through the Special Educa-
tion Support Service (SESS) which was specifically established for this purpose. The SESS 
co-ordinates and delivers a range of professional development initiatives and support structures 
for school personnel working with students with special educational needs. 

11/06/2013WRL02650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRL02700239. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy in re-
spect of dual enrolment when children with autism and autism spectrum disorders are con-
cerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26766/13]

11/06/2013WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not fa-
cilitate the dual enrolment of children in schools.  As such, SENO’s can only allocate resources 
to schools in respect of those pupils enrolled in a school.  However, dual placement arrange-
ments are a regular feature of transitional plans for children who are transferring from one 
placement to another and should be managed locally by the relevant Boards of Management.  
In addition, some children with special educational needs in special schools or special classes 
may also attend mainstream classes on a part-time basis in line with their abilities and local ar-
rangements are made by the relevant boards of management. 

11/06/2013WRL02850School Staffing

11/06/2013WRL02900240. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
assurance that an essential staff member who is retiring from a school (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary will be replaced for the coming academic year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26601/13]

11/06/2013WRL03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teacher allocations to all 
second-level schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established 
rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. In accordance with these rules each school is re-
quired to organise its subject options within the limit of its approved teacher allocation. The 
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deployment of teaching staff, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teach-
ing and learning are in the first instance a matter for the Board of Management of the school.  
In accordance with existing arrangements, where a school management authority is unable to 
meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, my Department considers ap-
plications for additional short term support i.e. curricular concessions. The school in question 
has availed of the curricular concession process in respect of the retirement of a science teacher 
and has been notified of the outcome.

11/06/2013WRL03050School Funding

11/06/2013WRL03100241. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will recog-
nise the difference in the structure of funding of Protestant secondary schools and reinstate the 
previous supports provided by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26784/13]

11/06/2013WRL03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I assume the Deputy is re-
ferring to the withdrawal of certain funding from minority faith schools with effect from 1 
January 2009, which realised an annual saving of €2.8 million to the Exchequer. These grants 
were withdrawn due to real concerns about the constitutionality of making grants available 
to fee-charging schools of one ethos and not to those of another.  At second level there are 26 
distinctively Protestant schools and one Jewish school. Of these schools, the Jewish school 
and 20 of the Protestant schools charge fees. Many of the schools have a boarding facility, re-
flecting the dispersed nature of the communities across the country. The six Protestant schools 
within the free education scheme receive the same funding as all other schools within the free 
education system.  This Government recognises the importance of ensuring that students from 
a Protestant or reformed church background can attend a school that reflects their denomina-
tional ethos while at the same time ensuring that funding arrangements are in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution. I remind the Deputy that the Constitution specifically states 
that the State shall not discriminate against one religion in favour of another.  With regard to the 
Protestant schools, an arrangement exists whereby funding is paid to the Secondary Education 
Committee, an organisation run by the churches involved in managing the schools. The Second-
ary Education Committee then disburses funds to the Protestant schools on behalf of pupils who 
would otherwise have difficulty with the cost of fees and who, in the absence of such financial 
support, would be unable to attend a second level school of a reformed church or Protestant 
ethos. Funding amounts to €6.5 million annually. There are no changes proposed in respect of 
the Protestant block grant.  Teachers in all fee-charging schools are paid by the State. This ar-
rangement predated the introduction of free education arrangements and has existed since the 
foundation of the State and predates the foundation of the State.  I am already on record as say-
ing that this is not a simple matter as these arrangements, which are historic and of long stand-
ing, impact upon a substantial number of schools which cater for religious minorities.

11/06/2013WRL03250School Accommodation

11/06/2013WRL03300242. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools (details 
supplied) in Dublin 24 will open this September; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26785/13]

11/06/2013WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that the schools 
to which the Deputy refers will commence operation in September 2013.  Accommodation for 
the schools is currently being finalised in consultation with the school patrons.
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11/06/2013WRL03450Schools Amalgamation

11/06/2013WRL03500243. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills his position re-
garding an application by two primary schools (details supplied) in County Westmeath to amal-
gamate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26787/13]

11/06/2013WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department recently received correspondence from the schools in question relating to 
an amalgamation proposal. The application will be considered and a decision will be conveyed 
to the school authorities as soon as this process has been completed.

Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

11/06/2013WRM00200244. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures that 
have been put in place with regard to the improvements of the Student Universal Support Ire-
land system; if a guaranteed turnaround time for completed applications has been agreed; the 
measures that were put in place in 2012 and 2013 to ensure that staff are fully trained; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26685/13]

11/06/2013WRM00300254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the improve-
ments that have been carried out in the Student Universal Support Ireland office to ensure that 
first year students do not experience the same delays experienced in 2012; the guarantees he 
will provide that students will not go the entire college year without payment as has been the 
case for many students in 2013; when he expects all payments to be made to students; if he 
will guarantee that information that is submitted will be kept on file and will not be sought on 
a number of occasions as has been the case for many students this year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26839/13]

11/06/2013WRM00400295. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures to 
be taken by his Department in order to ensure a more efficient process in relation to the admin-
istration of the Student Universal Support Ireland student grant system; if he will ensure that 
the applications are processed as quickly as possible to avoid stress and financial hardship to 
students and parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27543/13]

11/06/2013WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 244, 254 and 295 together. 

While it is acknowledged that there were significant difficulties in the operation of the as-
sessment processes last year, I am informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, 
in preparation for the 2013/2014 academic year, both the on-line application system and the 
application assessment process are being further developed to enhance their effectiveness and 
efficiency and respond to experiences from year one.  For applicants applying through SUSI 
for the 2013/14 academic year, a number of new initiatives will make their application more 
efficient this year. The initiatives include direct information sharing between SUSI and Gov-
ernment bodies and agencies including the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Social 
Protection, the General Register Office (GRO) and the Central Applications Office (CAO). 
These links should reduce significantly the number of documents required from applicants 
themselves.  In addition the staff resources recommended by the review have already been 
sanctioned. The resources include three additional management posts and some 23 (whole time 
equivalent) additional processing staff. This will help to ensure that qualifying students have 
their applications assessed as quickly as possible.  SUSI has also significantly developed its 
training programme to meet the training needs of new and existing staff.  In addition, the clos-
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ing date will be a month earlier to facilitate earlier application and decision on a grant applica-
tion.  SUSI is working closely with all third level institutions to improve the payment process 
for the 2013/14 academic year.

School Funding

11/06/2013WRM00600245. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the full cost to the 
Exchequer of Kilkenny College in 2012/13 while it was a fee-charging school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26806/13]

11/06/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Figures for the 2012/2013 
school year are not yet available.  The costs for the 2011/2012 school year for Kilkenny College 
are set out below. 

Kilkenny College - Costs for the 2011/2012 school year Total Gross
Teachers €3,072,585.00
SNAs €35,207.99
Clerical Officers €43,563.09

  There was no capital expenditure paid to Kilkenny College in 2011/2012

  Question No. 246 answered with Question No. 232.

Literacy Levels

11/06/2013WRM00800247. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the proposal that the Further Education and Training Bill 2013 will include a specific com-
mitment to raise adult literacy and numeracy levels and develop a national adult literacy and 
numeracy strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26808/13]

11/06/2013WRM00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I recognise that further education and training as it is currently delivered covers a broad spec-
trum that ranges from basic adult literacy and numeracy courses to courses that are certified at 
level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications. Section 9 of the Bill provides 
that SOLAS, once established, will prepare and submit, to the Minister, a strategy in respect of 
further education and training.  The issue of including a provision in the Bill for the develop-
ment of a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy was raised at Dáil Committee Stage.  I 
have asked officials in the Department to give consideration to this matter in advance of Report 
Stage in the Dáil. 

School Equipment

11/06/2013WRM01000248. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional fund-
ing will be made available for the provision of an outdoor play area at a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26809/13]

11/06/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A devolved grant was sanc-
tioned for the school on the basis of the level of grant sought by the school, to which the Deputy 
refers, in November 2012 to facilitate its relocation to more suitable premises. The funding 
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granted was to provide for toilets, play areas and other modifications.  The school subsequently 
sought additional funding for works to comply with Fire Safety Regulations as well as further 
funding for play areas.  Additional funding to comply with Fire Safety Regulations was ap-
proved. However given the current financial constraints within which my Department is oper-
ating and the priority being given to applications from schools for essential mainstream class-
room accommodation, my Department was not in a position to approve the additional funding 
sought in respect of the play areas concerned. 

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRM01200249. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
this Deputy with a list of all secondary schools, phone numbers, pupil number, principals and 
autism facilities in the Dublin 6, 8 and 12 areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26812/13]

11/06/2013WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that 
the establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the country to 
cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.   The National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs 
Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment of special classes in 
various geographical areas as required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in 
allocating such support. Details of the special classes for children with autism, including details 
of special classes for children with autism in Dublin, are available on the NCSE website www.
ncse.ie.  It should also be noted that many children with autism can attend mainstream classes 
with additional supports and therefore may be enrolled in any mainstream school.  The contact 
information details for individual schools is available on the Department’s website http://www.
education.ie/en/find-a-school. 

Value for Money Reviews

11/06/2013WRM01400250. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the value for 
money review of small primary schools has been finalised yet; and if he will outline the recom-
mendations of the report and any decision he intends making. [26813/13]

11/06/2013WRM01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The value for money review 
of small primary schools has been finalised. I recently received the report of the review and I 
am currently considering it.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRM01600251. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports, 
if any, available for students studying in performing arts/musical theatre courses abroad  
[26826/13]

11/06/2013WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous 
academic attainment and means. To meet the conditions of funding in relation to an approved 
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course the applicant must be entering an approved full-time course in an approved institution as 
set out in the Student Support Act 2011 and Regulation 3 and 4 of the Student Support Regula-
tions 2013.  Students who are attending an approved undergraduate courses in an EU Member 
State, can apply for a maintenance grant in respect of an approved course which is being pur-
sued in an approved institution.  The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the 
relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s application in relation to the course 
being attended, means, residency, nationality and previous academic attainment, it would not 
be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.  To determine 
eligibility for the 2013/14 academic year a student may submit a fully completed online grant 
application to SUSI, via studentfinance.ie.

Departmental Properties

11/06/2013WRM01800252. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm if the lease for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 5 has been signed between his Depart-
ment and the vocational education committee; and if so, if he will clarify if there is any provi-
sion for the KUBs basketball club; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26828/13]

11/06/2013WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the lease of the property to which he refers between my Department and the City of Dub-
lin VEC has been signed.  In line with overall Government policy in relation to the use of 
school buildings for community purposes, I understand that the VEC is working closely with 
the KUBs basketball club in relation to finalising a user agreement for the ongoing use of part 
of the property.  I can also confirm that the VEC is facilitating the continued use of part of the 
property by the club pending finalisation of the user agreement.

School Equipment

11/06/2013WRM02000253. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a problem being experienced by a primary school (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow in accessing an internet provider and the problems this is causing for a school that 
heavily utilises the internet interactive white boards, payroll, school attendance and so on; and 
the actions being taken by his Department to assist in resolving this issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26831/13]

11/06/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for 
all recognised primary schools. All contracts under the Schools Broadband Access Programme 
were re-tendered last year under a public procurement competition. As a result of this the num-
ber of service providers has been expanded from 6 to 13 with the aim of ensuring that satisfac-
tory solutions would be awarded to schools.  In the case of Delgany National School a DSL 
service was awarded, unfortunately the phone lines in the school were not capable of delivering 
a satisfactory service. As no other proposals were received for this school under the initial pro-
curement competition this school has been included in a mini competition under the procure-
ment framework and responses are due to be received on June 19th.

  Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 244.

National Educational Psychological Service Remit
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11/06/2013WRM02200255. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will allocate 
more funding to schools for student psychological reports (details supplied) [26832/13]

11/06/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As stated in our reply of the 
23rd May all primary and post primary schools have access to psychological assessments ei-
ther directly through the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the 
Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are on 
the Department’s website. Where a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities 
therein may access psychological assessments through SCPA. Under this scheme schools can 
have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by 
NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.   My Depart-
ment’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) operates an early intervention con-
tinuum of assessment in schools for students with the broad range of special educational needs. 
The continuum of assessment allows for the identification of pupils with special educational 
needs, their nature and severity by harnessing the experience of class teachers and support 
teachers, in consultation with parents, and with the support of the psychologist. It also provides 
for the development of immediate responses and interventions designed to ameliorate the par-
ticular needs identified at the appropriate level, either in the classroom or with the assistance of 
the support teacher. This allows for a response to be put in place at the earliest possible juncture 
for students before their difficulties can become intractable. Assessment of needs at this stage 
of the continuum involves information gathering, testing and observation by the various school 
personnel involved and support from the NEPS psychologist, as required.  Where the pupil 
does not make adequate progress following the interventions, or where the nature of the child’s 
special educational needs are significant, severe and complex, the school may agree with the 
psychologist that a psycho-educational assessment be conducted to identify the specific nature 
of the needs and the appropriate response necessary. Students, so identified, are scheduled for 
assessment within that school year. There is therefore no quota applied to schools under the 
process. I must again inform the Deputy that while assessments were available to the school 
heretofore this year no assessment was raised in respect of the student named in the Deputy’s 
question.  It is the responsibility of the school Principal in the first instance to identify and prior-
itise pupils for assessment under the process described above.   I wish to inform the Deputy that 
a Psychologist has been assigned to this School from September 2013 and they will be liaising 
with the Principal regarding the school’s needs in general terms and specifically in relation to 
this student.  I would advise that the school Principal, in the first instance, should be contacted 
in relation to concerns for any pupil which require intervention from the NEPS service.

Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRM02400256. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update of his Department’s plans for a new school (details supplied) in County Lim-
erick; if the school was previously on a list for construction by his Department and approved 
pending planning permission; if he will confirm if officials from his Department have visited 
the school during 2013 to assess the current conditions; if his Department is aware that Limer-
ick County Council recently granted planning permission for the school following protracted 
delays. [26833/13]

11/06/2013WRM02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. Plan-
ning permission has been granted and the design team are currently working on completing 
stage 2(b) which is the final design stage in the architectural planning process and includes the 
preparation of tender documents.   I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the school building 
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project referred to was included in the €50 million investment in new school building projects 
recently announced as part of the Government’s “Investing in Infrastructure & Jobs” Package.   
When the stage 2(b) submission from the design team is received it will be reviewed by my 
Department. Once that review is complete, my Department will be in contact with the School 
Authorities in relation to progressing the project to tender and construction.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRM02600257. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26853/13]

11/06/2013WRM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
understand from Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the application from the student 
in question is under review. SUSI will make direct contact with the student when the review has 
been completed.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRM02800258. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has received any correspondence from representatives of professional organisations or 
academics warning of inadequacies in his Department’s autism policy with regard to applied 
behaviour analysis; the steps he has taken to meet these concerns; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26911/13]

11/06/2013WRM02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Various contributions have 
informed my Department’s policy on the education of children with autism which is based on 
the advice of international experts on autism; NEPS; the Inspectorate; an analysis of research, 
and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism.  My Department’s policy is focused on ensur-
ing that all children including those with autism can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network. 
This facilitates access to individualised education programmes, fully qualified professional 
teachers who may draw from a range of autism-specific interventions, including ABA, special 
needs assistants, and the appropriate school curriculum with the option where possible of full/
partial integration and interaction with other pupils. As each child with autism is unique it is 
important that children have access to a range of interventions so their broader needs can be 
met.  My Department’s policy is to provide for children with special educational needs, includ-
ing autism, to be included in mainstream schools unless such a placement would not be in their 
best interests or the interests of the children with whom they are to be educated. Some children 
may be supported in a special class attached to a mainstream school. These students have the 
option, where appropriate, of full/partial integration and interaction with other pupils. Other 
children may have such complex needs that they are best placed in a special school. Students 
with special educational needs have access to a range of support services including additional 
teaching and/or care supports. In special schools and special classes, students are supported 
through lower pupil teacher ratios. Special needs assistants may also be recruited specifically 
where pupils with disabilities and significant care needs are enrolled.  With regard to Applied 
Behaviour Analysis (ABA), the position is that there is no definitive or universally accepted 
research which supports the use of one intervention exclusively for all children with autism. 
However, research does support the use of any of a range of autism-specific interventions de-
pending on the individual needs of the child.   My Department is conscious of the need to adapt 
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existing policies and to develop new policies as new research or learning becomes available. 
The National Council for Special Education has a formal role under Section 20.1(j) of EPSEN 
to advise the Minister ‘in relation to any matter relating to the education of children and others 
with disabilities’. I have now requested the NCSE to prepare Policy Advice on the Educational 
Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE have commissioned re-
search which will not be finalised until mid to late 2014 and I expect that this research will 
inform much of the work in preparing the policy advice. Accordingly it is not expected that the 
report will be finalised until early 2015.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRM03000259. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
which are being put in place to cater for the educational needs of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 11; the support that will be provided from September 2014 onwards; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26926/13]

11/06/2013WRM03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teachers and 
Special Needs Assistants to schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s established 
criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to 
my Department.  Schools may make an application to the NCSE for additional resource teach-
ing hours support in respect of pupils who have been diagnosed with a specific learning disabil-
ity, such as dyslexia or dyscalculia.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource 
teaching and SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013. The NCSE are 
currently processing these applications and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource 
teaching and SNA allocation for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the 
number of valid applications received. All schools have the names and contact details of their 
local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special 
educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

11/06/2013WRM03150School Curriculum

11/06/2013WRM03200260. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an exami-
nation has been carried out by his Department into the value of giving homework for children 
in primary school; if his Department has agreed standards on the allocation of homework in the 
school system, if he intends bringing forward any changes to policies in the area of homework; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26912/13]

11/06/2013WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that my De-
partment does not issue any guidelines relating to homework being given in schools. It is a mat-
ter for each school, at local level, to arrive at its own homework policy. In keeping with good 
practice, the process of drafting a homework policy should involve consultation with teachers, 
parents and students.  However, my Department does acknowledge that homework can play an 
important part in helping pupils prepare for forthcoming class work and in reinforcing work 
already covered during class time.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision
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11/06/2013WRM03400261. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the range of supports available from his Department for students with narcolepsy including rea-
sonable accommodation at exam time, home tuition and any other supports deemed necessary; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26933/13]

11/06/2013WRM03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has provided information to schools in relation to the condition of Narco-
lepsy and to provide guidance to schools on the accommodations which can be made in schools 
to assist such children.  I can also advise that a number of meetings have taken place between 
officials at my Department along with those from the Department of Health, with representa-
tives from SOUND (Sufferers of Unique Narcolepsy Disorder) to consider the educational 
supports which may be provided for such children and the criteria for accessing such supports, 
based on the assessed individual needs of children.  The range of supports which may be pro-
vided for children who are suffering from serious medical conditions such as Narcolepsy, based 
on assessment, include: Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, for children who have a medi-
cal condition such that they require access to care support in order to be able to attend school; 
Home Tuition support which can provide a compensatory educational service to children who 
have had major disruption to their attendance at school due their medical condition; and Schools 
may provide additional Learning Support/Resource Teaching assistance in school- Special ar-
rangements for State Examinations. The educational supports required in each instance are 
considered on the basis of the assessed needs of the children.  Arrangements are made with the 
State Exam Commission each year, to address issues in relation to the reasonable accommoda-
tions which can be made for children with narcolepsy taking state exams each year, in conjunc-
tion with the children’s schools. 

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 230.

Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRN00300263. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will further 
examine the case of a school (details supplied) in County Donegal, which has been taken off 
the schools’ capital buildings programme in view of his previous commitments to do so; the 
outcome of this re-examination; if he considers that the construction of a new school on the 
site identified by the Department as a priority in view of the current health and safety concerns 
brought to his attention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26994/13]

11/06/2013WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A new school is proposed to 
meet the long term accommodation needs of the school in question.  A site has been acquired 
for this purpose and a building project will be progressed through the various stages of the ar-
chitectural planning process.  As the Deputy however is aware, my Department’s over-riding 
objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical school place and that our school 
system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  To ensure that this is achieved, 
the delivery of major school projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will 
be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.  The Five Year Con-
struction Plan that I announced in March 2012 is focused on meeting those demographic needs.  
School building projects such as the school referred to by the Deputy, that are not included in 
the 5 year construction programme, will be advanced to final planning stages in anticipation of 
further funds being available to my Department in future years.  Information in respect of the 
current status of all assessed applications for major capital works is available on my Depart-
ment’s website which is updated regularly throughout the year.
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Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRN00500264. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide details of his Department’s assessment of the suitability of the site proposed for a school 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow,  [27002/13]

11/06/2013WRN00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department has been seeking to acquire land for the delivery of school accommodation for 
the provision of both a Gaelscoil and Gaelcoláiste in Arklow for some time.  My officials have 
worked with officials from Wicklow County Council in identifying suitable land in Arklow.  
Wicklow County Council identified a number of potentially suitable sites which were jointly 
assessed.  A number of options were examined.  However, due to unsuitability, lack of access, 
or the fact that the sites could not be acquired for market rates, various potential sites were ruled 
out.  I can confirm that a suitable site, which meets my Department’s requirements as set out in 
its Technical Guidance Documents, was identified.  These guidelines set out a range of issues to 
be considered in assessing sites such as ground conditions, site size, access etc.  The site iden-
tified is zoned for education provision under Arklow Town and Environs Development Plan 
2011-2017.  Negotiations were conducted with the landowner and agreement has been reached.     
The development of the school campus will include the delivery of two school buildings and the 
development of the required infrastructure.  This will allow both schools to leave their current 
temporary locations and move to a permanent site.  

11/06/2013WRN00650Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRN00700265. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the special needs 
assistant/pupil ratio in the special schools in counties Limerick, Kerry and Cork. [26988/13]

11/06/2013WRN00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including the allocation of Special Needs Assistants to schools.  The NCSE operates within 
my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the 
staffing resources available to my Department.  The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA sup-
port for each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of the qualifying children 
enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the children, rather than 
solely by reference to the type of school, or the pupil’s disability categorisation. Information 
regarding the number of SNAs approved in special schools for the current school year in each 
county, including counties Limerick, Kerry and Cork, is available on the NCSE website www.
ncse.ie   All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently processing these ap-
plications and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received. 

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRN00900266. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 103 of 28 March 2013, the reason training and supervision in ABA is 
optional for the teachers of children with autism and is not obligatory, as recommended in the 
Special Education Support Service: Information on Autism document. [26989/13]
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11/06/2013WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I previously advised the 
Deputy, my Department provides for a comprehensive system of continuing professional de-
velopment (CPD) for teachers in the area of special educational needs including teachers of 
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  Central to this is the Special Education Sup-
port Service (SESS). My Department has satisfied itself that research does not support the 
exclusive usage of any one approach as a basis for national educational provision for children 
with autism.  It is for this reason that the preferred policy is for a child centred approach based 
on the individual child’s needs.  This approach is supported by ongoing monitoring of educa-
tional objectives to determine whether a child is benefiting from a particular intervention or 
range of interventions and to allow for appropriate adjustment to objectives and strategies.  
Reflective of the important role of CPD, my Department, through SESS, has put in place a 
training programme for teachers in a number of autism-specific interventions including Treat-
ment and Education of Autistic Communication Handicapped Children (TEACCH) and Picture 
Exchange Communications System (PECS).  The document referred to by the Deputy relates to 
information compiled in 2004 by SESS at a time when teachers and schools were seeking infor-
mation and greater clarity around Autism.  The reference to supervised training was included in 
a section of the document which sought to explain Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) as one 
of two main approaches at that time. 

My Department is conscious of the need to adapt existing policies and to develop new poli-
cies as new research or learning becomes available.  The National Council for Special Educa-
tion has a formal role under Section 20.1(j) of EPSEN to advise the Minister ‘in relation to any 
matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities’.  I have now requested 
the NCSE to prepare Policy Advice on the Educational Provision for Children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE have commissioned research which will not be finalised until 
mid to late 2014 and I expect that this research will inform much of the work in preparing the 
policy advice. Accordingly it is not expected that the report will be finalised until early 2015.

Schools Building Projects Expenditure

11/06/2013WRN01100267. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow. [27015/13]

11/06/2013WRN01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
a new 3 classroom school building was constructed in 2010 for the school to which he refers 
using public funds.  At the time, payment of a local contribution of €63,000 was required for 
projects of this nature.  My Department has been in discussion with the school authority regard-
ing payment of this local contribution and finalisation of the relevant account.  The options 
available to the school authority are to pay the local contribution of €63,000 or alternatively to 
transfer the ownership of the current school site and building to me.  The school authority is 
currently considering these options and a response is awaited. 

11/06/2013WRN01250Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRN01300268. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
the number of student grant applications submitted to SUSI that have been deemed ineligible 
as they have not been completed within the time frame set out; if he will confirm the number of 
student grant applications in County Tipperary rejected for the same reasons; if he will concede 
that the delay in many of these cases was caused by SUSI rather than the applicant; his views on 
whether this rejection is fair; if he will immediately re-open these applications without forcing 
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students to appeal in view of the delays in the SUSI system; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26997/13]

11/06/2013WRN01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since December 2012, SUSI 
have engaged in a number of proactive campaigns by telephone, email and post encouraging 
applicants to provide the information necessary to finalise their applications.   In addition, I am 
informed by Student Universal Support Ireland that a structured close out campaign of incom-
plete applications has been in place since January 2013.  This close out campaign involved direct 
contact by SUSI with applicants by post, e-mail and telephone requesting the return of required 
supporting documentation for SUSI to complete their assessment.  SUSI have confimed that 
some 9,730 applications have been refused as they failed to return the requested documentation 
within the specified timeframes.  Of these, 361 applications are student grant applications from 
County Tipperary.  The Deputy will appreciate that in order to prepare the system for 2013/14 
applications it was necessary to engage in a close out strategy for the 2012/13 academic year.  
As part of the strategy SUSI contacted all applicants who had not completed their application 
by submitting the required documentation and provided these students with a final opportunity 
to submit the documentation so that applications for 2012/13 could be closed out.  Support for 
students to complete their application was also put in place.  If an individual applicant considers 
that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the 
correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant 
has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not 
interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be 
submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will 
be available on request from SUSI.

Student Grant Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRN01500269. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the difficulties being experienced by students trying to access information on third level grants; 
the reason they are being re-directed from the Students Universal Support Ireland website to 
studentfinance.ie which has only general information and nothing about specific course applica-
tions and when will the SUSI website be fully operational. [27028/13]

11/06/2013WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am informed by Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the online grant application system for the 2013/14 aca-
demic year went live via the www.studentfinance.ie website on 20th May, 2013.

Studentfinance.ie has operated as the gateway to the online grant application system admin-
istered by SUSI since 2012.  The studentfinance site has been fully updated for the launch by 
SUSI of student grant application for the 2013/14 academic year, including providing a direct 
link to the online application system.  The site has a ‘Quick Guide’ to student grants, together 
with more detailed, step-by-step information.

In line with the recommendations of the recent review of SUSI, a dedicated www.susi.ie 
website has now been developed and went live on 30 May, 2013.  The www.susi.ie website is a 
comprehensive source of information specifically on student grants and provides a step-by-step 
guide to eligibility and the grants process.  Information on the SUSI website is continuously 
reviewed and updated.

Student Grant Scheme Administration
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11/06/2013WRN01700270. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will have 
representatives from Student Universal Support Ireland contact school guidance counsellors 
to discuss the 2013-2014 grant application process; the reason a guidebook that was published 
last year has not been re-issued; his views on whether it is acceptable that guidance counsellors 
who are tasked with providing advice to students are being curtailed from doing so by the lack 
of information being provided by the DES. [27029/13]

11/06/2013WRN01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am informed by Student 
Universal Support Ireland that it is in ongoing contact with the Institute of Guidance Counsel-
lors in relation to the student grant process.  In fact, the President of the Institute of Guidance 
Counsellors is a member of the SUSI Advisory Group and SUSI representatives were invited 
to attended the Institute of Guidance Counsellors conference and gave a presentation on the 
SUSI grant application process.  I understand from SUSI that the guidance notes to which the 
Deputy refers will be available to download from the www.susi.ie website from 11th June, 
2013.  My Department has responsibility for producing the statutory Student Grant Scheme 
and Student Support Regulations.  The scheme and regulations for the 2013/14 academic year 
were published by my Department on 16 May, 2013 and subsequently circulated to all major 
stakeholders including the Institute of Guidance Counsellors.  Information on the Student Grant 
Scheme and access to the 2013/14 on line student grant application system are also made avail-
able through the Department’s website at www.education.ie. 

Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRN01900271. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills the savings 
that were made in 2012/2013 as a result of no longer being able to combine learning support 
and resource allocation to create a full-time position; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27039/13]

11/06/2013WRN02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The General Allocation Mod-
el (GAM) was introduced in 2005 as a standardised method for the allocation of teaching re-
sources to schools for the provision of learning support to pupils with high incidence special 
needs.  The initial allocations of teaching resources to schools under the GAM was based on 
the enrolments in the schools as at 30 September 2003.  Notwithstanding the changes in de-
mographics, the GAM allocations for individual schools remained largely unchanged over the 
years until the process was reformed and streamlined for the 2012/13 school year.  The changes 
that were made were not designed as a savings measure but instead to facilitate the updating 
of the GAM allocations for individual schools which had not being done, in many cases, for 
nearly a decade and also to facilitate the operation of the teacher allocation and redeployment 
process.  Resource hours are allocated by the NCSE as support for pupils with low incidence 
special needs.  This is typically done in June of each year with allocations also being made 
later in the year.  In order to facilitate the operation of the teacher allocation and redeployment 
process a network of permanent resource posts were allocated to base primary schools.  In the 
2012/13 school year, 85% of all NCSE approved resource teaching hours were allocated to 
schools that had resource base posts.   Primary schools that were allocated resource hours and 
did not have a base post could enter sharing arrangements with local schools that had such a 
post or, if none available, apply to the Department for part-time posts.  When the allocation and 
redeployment process has transacted, schools have flexibility to operate, where possible, their 
own temporary local arrangements in relation to the day to day work arrangements of teachers 
in full-time shared posts.  The detail on such matters is set out in the Department’s Staffing Cir-
cular 0013/13.   The Deputy will also be aware that the NCSE has recently published a policy 
advice paper that recommends some changes on how resources are allocated to schools to sup-
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port pupils with special educational needs.  

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRN02100272. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 91 of 22 May 2013, if he will clarify his reply regarding the subject of 
the July provision scheme for families of autistic children as regards those with more than one 
child where he states the note accompanying the application forms provides this clarity, which 
it has been pointed out to this Deputy is not the case; if siblings grouped in line with school 
based provision will receive 25 hours tuition per week for July in line with school based provi-
sion; if he will outline the maximum number of siblings that will be required to share home 
based tuition, confirm the position as regards a family which is unable to find a tutor to commit 
to providing tuition to siblings before 12 June, advise what he considers to be a significant age 
or ability when allocating hours for siblings and define the way this will be determined and con-
firm the advice his Department sought on this change in policy; if the policy document will be 
made available and the way the policies will be applied by his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26999/13]

11/06/2013WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the policy in relation to siblings has not changed.  Rather the application process in previ-
ous years may have in some instances failed to identify adequately multiple applications for 
siblings.  My Department’s Information Note for Home Based July Provision notes that allo-
cations to siblings are reflective of the school grouping principle. This is where one teacher is 
allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational level, primary or post primary.  
Accordingly it is considered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor can provide tuition 
at the appropriate educational level to more than one sibling at that level simultaneously in the 
home.  The Department’s website and information material is being amended to further clarify 
the position.  The school grouping principle does not purport to replicate or mirror all aspects of 
school based provision.  There is no commitment under the July Provision scheme to provide 
25 hours either to an individual child or to siblings.   The age or ability of siblings is reflected in 
their education level as determined by education and health professionals.  In general where a 
child is receiving their education in a class setting with other children of mixed age and ability, 
this should carry through to their July Provision.   Parents who are experiencing difficulties in 
sourcing a fully qualified teacher are advised to contact the officials dealing with their alloca-
tion as tutors with alternative qualifications and experience may be accepted in some instances.  

School Staffing

11/06/2013WRN02300273. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give con-
sideration to the staffing levels at a school (details supplied) in County Limerick. [27010/13]

11/06/2013WRN02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website.  The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.  The 
staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under 
certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  Details of the criteria for appeal are contained 
in the staffing schedule, Circular 0013/2013.  

The Appeals Board meets three times per year.  The next meeting of the Appeals Board will 
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be held on 18 June 2013.  An appeal application has been received from the school referred to 
by the Deputy and this will be considered by the Appeals Board at the June meeting.  The school 
will be notified of the decision of the Appeal Board after that date.  The Appeal Board operates 
independently of the Minister and the Department and its decision is final.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRN02500274. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their Student Universal Support 
Ireland grant appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27347/13]

11/06/2013WRN02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy appealed their decision.  SUSI reviewed her application and she was issued with a 
decision on the 13th May 2013.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down 
in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the 
independent Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on re-
quest from SUSI.

School Transport Eligibility

11/06/2013WRN02700275. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare has not received free student travel; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27363/13]

11/06/2013WRN02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.  Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not attending her nearest post 
primary school and is therefore not eligible for school transport.  Children who are not eligible 
for school transport, under the terms of the scheme, may avail of transport on a concessionary 
basis subject to a number of a conditions including the availability of spare seats on an existing 
service and the payment of the annual charge.

Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRN02900276. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the allocation of a special needs assistant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; when an assessment will be carried out; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27372/13]

11/06/2013WRN03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including the allocation of Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates 
within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports 
and the staffing resources available to my Department.  SNAs are allocated to schools to enable 
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them to support pupils with disabilities who also have significant care needs.  The NCSE allo-
cates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the care needs of 
all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs 
of the children.  In cases of applications for SNA support, where the professional report has 
identified the care needs as being related specifically to behaviour, including such applications 
for junior infants, in general it will not be possible to consider access to SNA support until the 
school has set out the specific strategies that have been employed and that have been imple-
mented to minimise the pupil’s difficulties and to promote more adaptive behaviours.  Where 
SNA support was not initially allocated to a school for a child in a junior infant class, but where 
it can be demonstrated that the child requires SNA assistance in the classroom environment, 
the school may apply to the NCSE for additional SNA support or for a review of their SNA 
allocation.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for SNA support for the 2013/14 
school year by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently processing these applications and 
schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation for 2013/14 
in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications received.   All 
schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their 
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details 
available on www.ncse.ie. 

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRN03100277. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision 
has been made on a student grant application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27397/13]

11/06/2013WRN03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred to 
by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI on the 
24th of May 2013.   On that basis, the application is currently being reassessed and the student 
will be notified directly by SUSI of the outcome.  Where an appeal is turned down in writing by 
SUSI and the applicant remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his or her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to 
the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRN03300278. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27399/13]

11/06/2013WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI and 
also to the Independent Appeals Board.  SUSI was advised by the Appeals Board to review the 
application of the applicant referred to by the Deputy as the original decision was overturned 
by the Appeals Board.  The student’s application was reassessed and on the 6th June 2013, a 
revised award letter issued to the student.

Further Education and Training Programmes Provision
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11/06/2013WRO00200279. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a college of fur-
ther education (details supplied) in Dublin 10 that provides higher education courses is eligible 
to apply to offer springboard and momentum skills places; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27409/13]

11/06/2013WRO00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Proposals for courses to be run under the Springboard programme are accepted from 
all providers that submit proposals that meet the criteria specified in the call for proposals.  
The call for proposals for courses to be run under Springboard 2013 was issued by the Higher 
Education Authority in February with a deadline for receipt of proposals of 9 April.  The call 
documentation is available on the HEA website (http://www.hea.ie/sites/default/files/spring-
board2013callforproposals_1.pdf).  Details of the courses selected for funding will be avail-
able in the coming weeks. Under the call for proposals, eligible courses for the Springboard 
Programme must either: (a) Lead to a higher education and training award that is included in 
the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) at Levels 6 to 9, which is made by one of 
the following Irish awarding bodies: Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) Higher Education 
and Training Awards Council (HETAC), including approved combinations of modules from 
HETAC validated major awards Institutes of Technology with delegated authority to make 
awards Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland Universities or (b) Lead to a higher education and 
training award that is aligned with the Irish National Framework of Qualifications at Levels 6-9.  
These awards must be aligned with the Irish National Framework of Qualifications at Levels 
6-9.  These awards must be aligned with the Irish NFQ as at 1st January 2013.  If the college 
to which the Deputy refers to  had submitted a proposal in line with these and the other criteria 
specificed in the call for proposal it would have been eligible to be considered by the selection 
panel for funding.   Both public and private providers were also eligible to apply for funding 
from the Momentum fund, subject to a tender process.  There were two stages in this process: (i) 
pre-qualification and (ii) project proposals assessment.  Notification of the pre-qualification for 
the current round of funds was published on the e-tenders website last summer.  Pre-qualified 
providers had the opportunity to submit proposals which were considered in line with the tender 
specification.  No subsequent notification has been published.

Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRO00400280. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will allocate a 
full-time special needs assistant to a school (details supplied) in County Westmeath to ensure a 
child with special needs can continue their education at their present school. [27411/13]

11/06/2013WRO00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including the allocation of Special Needs Assistants to schools.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staff-
ing resources available to my Department.  The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for 
each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled 
in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the children.  All schools were ad-
vised to apply to the NCSE for SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  
The NCSE are currently processing these applications and schools will be notified by SENOs of 
their resource teaching and SNA allocation for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, 
based on the number of valid applications received.  All schools have the names and contact 
details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their 
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child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRO00600281. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27427/13]

11/06/2013WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy had his application reviewed and a revised award letter issued on 18th April 2013.  
I also understand that all payments are up to date in this case.

  Question No. 282 answered with Question No. 229

11/06/2013WRO00850Schools Designation

11/06/2013WRO00900283. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath has been refused DEIS recognition when the number of 
students from disadvantaged background has increased dramatically in recent years  [27433/13]

11/06/2013WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following an independent 
identification process in 2005, 875 schools were selected for inclusion in DEIS (Delivering 
Equality of Opportunity in Schools).  The school to which the Deputy refers was among a 
number of schools that was judged as not having a sufficient level of disadvantage to qualify 
for inclusion in DEIS.  A review mechanism was put in place in 2006 to address the concerns 
of schools that did not qualify for inclusion in DEIS but regarded themselves as having a level 
of disadvantage which was of a scale sufficient to warrant their inclusion in the programme.  
No application for review was received from St. Bridget’s Primary School.  My Department 
responded to correspondence from this school, in 2012, regarding obtaining DEIS status detail-
ing the current position.

A key priority for my Department is to continue to prioritise and target resources in schools 
with the most concentrated levels of educational disadvantage.  That challenge is significant 
given the current economic climate and the target to reduce public expenditure.  This limits the 
capacity for any additionality, or inclusion of further schools, in the DEIS programme.

Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRO01100284. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding a 
home tuition grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27440/13]

11/06/2013WRO01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the child in question was in receipt of Home Tuition for the period December 2011 to July 
2012.  There is no record of any subsequent application for Home Tuition being submitted to 
my Department.  The Deputy will be aware that purpose of the Home Tuition Scheme is to 
provide a compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of reasons such as 
chronic illness, are unable to attend school.  The scheme was extended in recent years to fa-
cilitate tuition for children awaiting a suitable educational placement and also to provide early 
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educational intervention for pre-school children with autism.  Home Tuition is provided as an 
interim provision only and should not be regarded as an optional alternative to a place in school.  
Where an educational placement has been identified and the parent chooses not to avail of it, 
Home Tuition will not be sanctioned.  The preferred approach is that children with autism are 
educated in school settings where children may have access to individualised education pro-
grammes, fully-qualified professional teachers, special needs assistants, the appropriate school 
curriculum with the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial integration and 
interaction with other pupils.   The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its 
network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) can assist parents to identify 
school placements which can then be resourced to support children with special educational 
needs.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special edu-
cational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.   

Further Education and Training Programmes Provision

11/06/2013WRO01300285. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if indepen-
dently managed community education providers will continue to be recognised and resourced 
in supporting persons to develop personally, socially and economically; if the position of inde-
pendently managed community education will be secured at this critical time of development 
for the new further education and training service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27441/13]

11/06/2013WRO01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I recognise that further education and training, as it is currently delivered, covers a broad spec-
trum of education that ranges from basic adult literacy courses to courses that are certified at 
level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications. 

Further Education and Training is accessed by all manner of learners, ranging from adult 
learners to early school leavers.  It is delivered in formal classroom settings and in less formal 
settings based in the community.  It is essentially a flexible form of education that can meet the 
diverse needs of learners in the most appropriate setting.

Since the publication of the Bill a number of concerns have been raised regarding the defini-
tion of further education and training.  I am aware that many providers want greater recognition 
of this dimension to be reflected in the legislation.

At Committee Stage on 1st May, I undertook to examine the issue further.  Accordingly I 
asked officials in the Department to give consideration to the matters raised, ahead of Report 
Stage in the Dáil. 

11/06/2013WRO01450EU Directives

11/06/2013WRO01500286. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the work his De-
partment is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential 
Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to ensure Ire-
land is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from the European Union; the 
deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27472/13]

11/06/2013WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s current 
legislation programme, including the object of the legislation, was published at the beginning 
of the current Dáil session.  My Department is not currently preparing any legislation related to 
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compliance with Directives from the European Union.

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 230.

11/06/2013WRO01750Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRO01800288. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if is consider-
ing a contingency plan for protestant parents who may no longer be able to afford to send their 
children to Protestant fee paying schools. (details supplied).  [27504/13]

11/06/2013WRO01900290. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he decides 
to proceed with the budgetary cuts and discriminate against protestant pupils, the backup plan 
for families when they will no longer be able to send children to a Protestant ethos school as 
the only other non-fee paying protestant ethos school (details supplied) in County Dublin in the 
vicinity is full.  [27510/13]

11/06/2013WRO02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 288 and 290 together.  

This Government recognises the importance of ensuring that students from a Protestant or 
reformed church background can attend a school that reflects their denominational ethos while 
at the same time ensuring that funding arrangements are in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution. With regard to the fee-charging Protestant schools, an arrangement exists 
whereby funding is provided by my Department to the Secondary Education Committee (SEC), 
an organisation run by the churches involved in managing the Protestant secondary schools. 
The SEC then disburses funds to the Protestant fee-charging schools on behalf of pupils who 
would otherwise have difficulty with the cost of fees and who, in the absence of such financial 
support, would be unable to attend a second level school of a reformed church or Protestant 
ethos.  Funding amounts to €6.5 million annually. This fund ensures that necessitous Protestant 
children can attend a school of their choice.  There are no changes proposed in respect of the 
Protestant block grant. The Deputy will be aware that in the context of the Budget 2013, I made 
a further one point change to the staffing allocation of fee charging schools from September 
2013.   Given the extremely difficult economic circumstances that this country is facing and 
the fact that every Department has to find considerable cost-savings, all expenditure must be 
examined to see if cost-savings can be found.  The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at this 
stage anticipate any specific decisions the Government may take in respect of the next budget.

  Question No. 289 answered with Question No. 230.

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 288.

11/06/2013WRO02250Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRO02300291. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount that 
is being spent on renting prefab units in counties Longford and Westmeath; the rental cost per 
prefab unit; the names of the companies that have the contracts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27520/13]

11/06/2013WRO02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A list of the schools in coun-
ties Longford and Westmeath that have rented prefab units is attached for the Deputy’s in-
formation.  The rental companies providing the prefab accommodation are Accommodation 
& Building Systems Ltd, Addacabin, Allspace, Cabinpac, Extraspace, Instaspace, Maccom, 
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Roadmaster Caravans Ltd and Ultrakabin.   Please note that one prefab unit may consist of one 
or more classrooms and/or ancillary accommodation.  Under the Prefab Replacement Initiative 
announced in March 2012 and the further initiative that I announced yesterday over 216 schools 
have either already been approved or are currently being contacted to replace their rented prefab 
accommodation with a permanent build.  In excess of €57m has been allocated for these two 
initiatives of which €24.8m has been paid to date.  These initiatives will result in savings of 
approx €7m per annum on the rental of prefabs in these schools in the coming years.  Informa-
tion in relation to all schools included in the Prefab Replacement Initiatives is available on my 
Department’s website   

Prefab rental in Longford and Westmeath - June 2013

Roll no Name of school County Description of rental Floor area Annual rent
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €14,391.00
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €14,391.00
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €15,830.10
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab 202m2 €34,480.83
20124G** St Marys NS Longford Pre-fab 160m2 €33,210.00
201280** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €11,832.40
201280** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €10,533.40
201280** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €10,533.40
201280** St Matthews NS Longford Pre-fab 80m2 €10,533.40
05916G* St. Annes NS Westmeath Pre-fab 108m2 €18,708.26
17025K* The Downs NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €16,871.36
17102C* Cluain Buinne Westmeath Pre-fab 76m2 €12,611.96
17327D** Curraghmore 

NS
Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €10,809.24

17327D** Curraghmore 
NS

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €10,809.24

17327D** Curraghmore 
NS

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €17,930.67

17327D** Curraghmore 
NS

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,694.46

17327D** Curraghmore 
NS

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,694.47

17327D** Curraghmore 
NS

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €16,377.73

18505G St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab 54m2 €18,435.15
18505G St Clares NS Westmeath Pre-fab 45m2 €0.00
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €16,981.38
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,095.81
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,095.81
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €11,320.92
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €25,171.29
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath Pre-fab 56m2 €14,646.84
20063M* Scoil an Chlo-

chair
Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,239.63

20063M* Scoil an Chlo-
chair

Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €13,239.63

20073P St Marys NS Westmeath Pre-fab 44m2 €7,355.40
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €11,512.80
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €14,966.64
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Roll no Name of school County Description of rental Floor area Annual rent
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €14,966.64
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab 240m2 €42,596.63
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath Pre-fab 80m2 €20,787.00

* Included in Prefab Replacement Programme

** Included in 5 Year Programme.

School Transport Provision

11/06/2013WRO02500292. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the delay in responding to representations regarding transport for children (details supplied) in 
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27527/13]

11/06/2013WRO02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As previously advised, changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme which were in-
troduced at the commencement of the 2012/13 school year generated an increase in the number 
of queries and representations to my Department.  When combined with the routine administra-
tive work undertaken within my Department in relation to school transport provision generally, 
regrettably, it was not feasible to deal with the increased volume of representations in a more 
timely manner.  Bus Éireann has advised that the family in question, who are not eligible for 
school transport, submitted a part payment for school transport on a concessionary basis in 
September 2012.  This payment was refunded in October 2012 as the service was operating to 
capacity.

School Transport Provision

11/06/2013WRO02700293. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in responding to representations with regard to transport for children (details supplied) in 
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27528/13]

11/06/2013WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As previously advised, changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme which were in-
troduced at the commencement of the 2012/13 school year generated an increase in the number 
of queries and representations to my Department.  When combined with the routine administra-
tive work undertaken within my Department in relation to school transport provision generally, 
regrettably, it was not feasible to deal with the increased volume of representations in a more 
timely manner.  Bus Éireann has advised that the family in question, who are not eligible for 
school transport, submitted a payment for school transport on a concessionary basis in August 
2012.  This payment was refunded in September 2012 as the service was operating to capacity.

11/06/2013WRO02850Home Tuition Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRO02900294. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a date for the issuance of his policy on autism and the reason the DFS are operating the 
home tuition scheme in an inequitable manner. [27532/13]

11/06/2013WRO03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that, mindful that greater clarity on my Department’s  policy on the education of children with 
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autism would be useful for schools and parents, my Department is currently in the process of 
preparing a comprehensive statement of existing policy within the boundaries of one document.  
This process is ongoing. My Department’s policy on the education of children with Autism re-
sides within the overall policies on the education of children with special educational needs.  In 
the main these policies are non condition specific.  In this context, the Autism policy, whether 
expressed in a multiple of documents or in a single document, should not be viewed as a sepa-
rate ‘stand alone’ policy.  The new policy statement will not be exclusive.  Policies are subject 
of necessity to change from time to time.  Also, the new statement will neither alter nor add 
to existing policy.  It will reflect the current policy in a coherent and articulate manner for the 
benefit of schools and parents.  My Department is conscious of the need to adapt existing poli-
cies and to develop new policies as new research or learning becomes available.  The National 
Council for Special Education has a formal role under Section 20.1(j) of EPSEN to advise the 
Minister ‘in relation to any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabili-
ties’.  I have now requested the NCSE to prepare Policy Advice on the Educational Provision 
for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE have commissioned research which 
will not be finalised until mid to late 2014 and I expect that this research will inform much of 
the work in preparing the policy advice. Accordingly it is not expected that the report will be 
finalised until early 2015.  The Deputy will be aware that the Home Tuition Scheme provides 
funding to parents to provide for education at home for children who, for a number of reasons 
such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school.  The scheme was extended in recent years 
to facilitate tuition for children with Special Educational Needs including autism awaiting a 
suitable educational placement.  The scheme is not operated in an inequitable manner.  Home 
Tuition is not an acceptable long term alternative to the placement of a child in school.  It is, 
in general, a short term measure available to parents who are unable to identify a placement in 
school for their child. 

The case referred to in the correspondence supplied by the Deputy is one where the parents 
in question had been advised by the NCSE that a number of placements were available for 
the children.  On this basis, the Home tuition provision was no longer payable.  My officials 
extended the payment period to facilitate the transition of the children into their new school 
placements.

       Question No. 295 answered with Question No. 244.

11/06/2013WRP00250Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRP00300296. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork will receive a special needs assistant for the next school year. 
[27547/13]

11/06/2013WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including the allocation of Special Needs Assistants to schools. The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staff-
ing resources available to my Department.  The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for 
each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled 
in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the children. 

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for SNA support for the 2013/14 school year 
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by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently processing these applications and schools will 
be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation for 2013/14 in advance of 
the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications received.  All schools have 
the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO 
directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on 
www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2013WRP00450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRP00500297. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills with regard to the July 
provision scheme, if he will clarify if siblings are to be allocated hours as per group teaching 
principles in line with school based provision if they will receive 25 hours tuition per week for 
July in line with school based provision; the maximum number of siblings that will be required 
to share home based tuition; what he considers to be a significant difference in age or ability 
when allocating hours for siblings and how this will be determined; if he will indicate the result 
if a family are unable to find a tutor to commit to providing tuition to siblings before 12 June; 
the advice his Department sought on this change in policy; if he will make available the policy 
document underpinning these changes in the July provision scheme; the way they will be ap-
plied by his Department; the way parents can make a case for extenuating circumstances; and 
his Department’s requirements as evidence of extenuating circumstances. [27549/13]

11/06/2013WRP00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the policy in relation to siblings has not changed.  Rather the application process in previ-
ous years may have in some instances failed to identify adequately multiple applications for 
siblings.  My Department’s Information Note for Home Based July Provision notes that alloca-
tions to siblings are reflective of the school grouping principle.  This is where one teacher is 
allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational level, primary or post primary.  
Accordingly it is considered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor can provide tuition 
at the appropriate educational level to more than one sibling at that level simultaneously in the 
home.  The Departments website and information material is being amended to further clarify 
the position.

The school grouping principle does not purport to replicate or mirror all aspects of school 
based provision.  There is no commitment under the July Provision scheme to provide 25 hours 
either to an individual child or to siblings.  The age or ability of siblings is reflected in their 
education level as determined by education and health professionals.  In general where a child 
is receiving their education in a class setting with other children of mixed age and ability, this 
should carry through to their July Provision.  Parents who are experiencing difficulties in sourc-
ing a fully qualified teacher are advised to contact the officials dealing with their allocation as 
tutors with alternative qualifications and experience may be accepted in some instances.  Whilst 
the timeframe is short my officials will endeavour to process any  appeals or queries expedi-
tiously.

11/06/2013WRP00650Third Level Funding

11/06/2013WRP00700298. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the €20 
million reduction in grants to universities and other institutes of higher education included in 
the 2013 revised estimates volume published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form is external to the €44 million additional savings required by his Department this year; the 
rationale behind this reduction of grants to universities and institutes of higher education; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [27556/13]

11/06/2013WRP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware the 
reduction of €25 million in the allocation to the university and institute of technology sectors 
was made this year following discussions with the Higher Education Authority to ensure more 
prudent management of existing cash balances as identified by the Comptroller and auditor 
General.

Under the Medium Term Expenditure Framework 2012-14, an expenditure ceiling has been 
set for this Department for 2014. This will require the Department to identify a further €44 mil-
lion in savings in 2014, in order to live within this ceiling.

11/06/2013WRP00850Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRP00900299. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a 
special needs assistant to a school (details supplied) in County Limerick. [27570/13]

11/06/2013WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, in-
cluding the allocation of resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants to schools.  The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education 
supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.

The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the 
assessed care needs of the children. 

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for 
the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently processing these ap-
plications and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received.  All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2013WRP01050Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/06/2013WRP01100300. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that special needs assistants throughout the country are losing their 
positions and being replaced by candidates on the JobBridge programme; his views on whether 
this is unfair on SNA who are losing their full-time hours; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [27599/13]

11/06/2013WRP01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs 
supports, including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support. The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s criteria in allocating such support. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that there has been no reduction to the total number of Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) posts which available to the NCSE to allocate to schools this year.  
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10,575 whole time equivalent SNA posts are available for allocation.  The NCSE allocates a 
quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of 
the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the 
children.  Once an allocation of SNA support has been made to a school, it is then a matter for 
the Board of Management of the school to recruit and deploy suitable SNA staff.

It has not been brought to the attention of my Department that SNAs are being replaced by 
candidates on the JobBridge programme.  I would welcome any further information the Deputy 
may provide on this matter.  Details of all of the SNA allocations which have been made to 
schools by the NCSE are available at www.ncse.ie.  All schools were asked by the NCSE to 
submit their applications to the NCSE for SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th 
March, 2013, and schools will be advised of their new allocations in advance of the coming 
school year.

11/06/2013WRP01250School Enrolments

11/06/2013WRP01300301. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to ensure adequate school places for children living in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 
15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27612/13]

11/06/2013WRP01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in June of 2011, I announced that 20 new primary schools and 20 new post primary schools are 
to be established up to 2017 across a number of locations to cater for increasing demographics.  
This announcement did not include a proposal to establish any new schools in the area referred 
to by the Deputy.  My Department will continue to monitor enrolments in all areas, including 
the area in question, to ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any pro-
jected future demand.

11/06/2013WRP01450Croke Park Agreement Savings

11/06/2013WRP01500302. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline the savings made by all the institutes of technology here by the additional two teaching 
hours that lecturers were obliged to give under the Croke Park agreement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27616/13]

11/06/2013WRP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I assume that the Deputy is 
referring to the provision in the Labour Relations Commission document whereby lecturing 
staff in Institutes of Technology may be required at the discretion of management to flex up-
wards by two lecturing hours above the current norms in each of the lecturing weeks of the year 
and will do so if required.  The benefit of this flexibility is that it allows Institutes to continue 
to deliver services and manage increased enrolments in the context of restrictions to staffing 
under Employment Control Frameworks.  No specific budget reductions were made on foot of 
this measure.

11/06/2013WRP01650Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRP01700303. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) in Cork is entitled to a fee grant in respect of their third level studies in the 
2012/13 academic year under the student support scheme by virtue of the fact that they meet all 
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the criteria for a maintenance grant except for the residence condition. [27626/13]

11/06/2013WRP01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred to 
by the Deputy, his student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI on the 
29th of May 2013. On that basis, the application is currently being reassessed and the student 
will be notified directly by SUSI of the outcome.  Where an appeal is turned down in writing by 
SUSI and the applicant remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his or her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to 
the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

11/06/2013WRP01850School Transport Eligibility

11/06/2013WRP01900304. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Clare cannot be facilitated with school transport; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27665/13]

11/06/2013WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language. Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not attending her nearest post 
primary school and is therefore not eligible for school transport. While it is the prerogative of 
parents to send their children to the school of their choice, eligibility for school transport is to 
the nearest school and is not determined by way of subject choice.

  Question No. 305 answered with Question No. 221.

11/06/2013WRP02150School Transport Provision

11/06/2013WRP02200306. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
an application for a school bus route (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27687/13]

11/06/2013WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
One of the main objectives of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is to provide a basic 
level of service for children who live long distances from school, and who might otherwise ex-
perience difficulty in attending regularly.  Children are eligible for Post Primary School Trans-
port where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from, and are attending, their nearest education 
centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

Bus Éireann which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department is re-
sponsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus Éireann endeavours, 
within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level of school 
transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally. In general, transport services are not 
established in areas where public scheduled bus services already exist. Eligible pupils in such 
cases are facilitated with travel permits for public scheduled services.

Bus Éireann has advised that the families in question, who have been availing of school 
transport, have a service within guidelines and it not proposed to alter the current arrangement.
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11/06/2013WRP02350Youthreach Programme

11/06/2013WRP02400307. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
proved places allocated to County Cork Vocational Education Committee under the Youthreach 
further education training programme for the past three years, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; 
the number of students attending the programme at each of the approved centres of education 
during this time; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27720/13]

11/06/2013WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
My Department sanctioned a total 282 Youthreach places to County Cork Vocational Education 
Committee (VEC) for each of the years 2011, 2012 and 2013. County Cork VEC operates the 
Youthreach programme in seven centres at Ballincollig, Bandon, Bantry, Fermoy, Macroom, 
Mallow and Youghal. In addition the VEC allocates 47 of their Youthreach places allocation 
to the YMCA for use at their centre in Ballincollig. Previously the YMCA delivered part time 
provision in their centre but since 2012 they are delivering full time provision. My Department 
does not monitor enrolment in Youthreach centres but conducts a survey at the end of each year.  
The nature of the Youthreach programme means that learners can be enrolled during the year as 
places become available through learners leaving the programme early.

A table setting out the number of learners enrolled in each of County Cork VEC’s Youth-
reach centres on 31 December 2011 and 31 December 2012 is attached for your information. 
The 2013 survey will be completed at the end of this year.

 County  Cork VEC - Youthreach enrolments per Centre as at 31 December

- 2011 2012
Ballincollig 31 21
Bandon 31 24
Bantry 20 21
Fermoy 21 24
Macroom 12 21
Mallow 45 37
Youghal 25 25
YMCA Ballincollig* 108 45
Total 293 218

* Part time provision in 2011, full time provision for 2012

11/06/2013WRP02550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRP02600308. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
a decision by Student Universal Support Ireland to assess a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
24 as dependent on their parents in view of the fact that they are living independently and do not 
receive any financial support from their parents; his views on whether it is fair that this person 
be assessed as dependent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27734/13]

11/06/2013WRP02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy was issued with a decision on the 4th June, 2013 advising her that she was deemed 
ineligible to receive a grant. If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly 
refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.
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Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

11/06/2013WRP02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRP02800309. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the decision made to alter the July home provision for children with autism; his views on 
whether the cutting of these services is fair and equitable; if his attention has been drawn to 
the distress and upset being caused to parents as a result of the changes made to the July home 
provision for children with autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27735/13]

11/06/2013WRP02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the policy in relation to siblings has not changed. Rather the application process in previ-
ous years may have in some instances failed to identify adequately multiple applications for 
siblings. My Department’s Information Note for Home Based July Provision notes that alloca-
tions to siblings are reflective of the school grouping principle. This is where one teacher is 
allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational level, primary or post primary. 
Accordingly it is considered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor can provide tuition 
at the appropriate educational level to more than one sibling at that level simultaneously in the 
home. The Departments website and information material is being amended to further clarify 
the position.

The school grouping principle does not purport to replicate or mirror all aspects of school 
based provision.  The age or ability of siblings is reflected in their education level as determined 
by education and health professionals. In general where a child is receiving their education in 
a class setting with other children of mixed age and ability, this should carry through to their 
July Provision. 

11/06/2013WRP02950School Transport Eligibility

11/06/2013WRP03000310. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son a child (details supplied) in County Cavan was not granted free transport; if the child will be 
granted free transport upon moving to a new school in September to facilitate their educational 
needs; the criteria for accessing free school transport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27737/13]

11/06/2013WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department, has 
advised that it did not receive an application for school transport for the child in question for 
the current school year. Children with special educational needs are eligible for free school 
transport if they are attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class / special 
school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs under De-
partment of Education and Skills’ criteria.

The National Council for Special Education through its network of Special Education Needs 
Organisers (SENOs) acts in an advisory role to my Department on the suitability of placements 
for children with special educational needs. An application for school transport for the 2013/14 
school year for the child in question was received by my Department yesterday, 10th June.  This 
application will be considered having regard to the advice of the SENO.
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11/06/2013WRP03150Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRP03200311. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24 was told they were ineligible for VTOS despite 
having been told previously they were; the criteria they would have to meet to be eligible for 
VTOS. [27738/13]

11/06/2013WRP03300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
To be eligible to participate in a course under the Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme 
(VTOS), a person must be over 21 years of age and in receipt of a specified social protection 
payment for at least six months prior to enrolment on the course. The specified social protection 
payments include Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, One Parent Family Payment and Disability 
Allowance.  VTOS may also open to those who are signing for credits for at least six months 
or are a dependent spouse of an eligible person. When contacted by my Department, County 
Dublin VEC had no record of the person referred to having applied for a VTOS course.

11/06/2013WRQ00150School Enrolments

11/06/2013WRQ00200312. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) in County Wicklow that is due to open in the near future is entitled to adopt a policy of 
enrolment where different categories are applied for the school’s admissions policy that differ-
entiate between children of the designated feeder schools in the immediate area where a family 
live in a neighbouring town and marginalises them based on their postal address; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27754/13]

11/06/2013WRQ00300323. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is 
satisfied that there is no religious discrimination on entry to national schools here; his views 
on reports of national schools having introduced religious discrimination in their admissions 
policies in recent times and the conflict that could exist between any such policies and the pro-
visions of Article 44 of Bunreacht na hÉireann. [27947/13]

11/06/2013WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 312 and 323 together.

The question of enrolment in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial au-
thority of those schools. My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an 
area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking places.  This may result, however, in some 
pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.  It is the responsibility of the 
managerial authorities of schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the 
Education Act, 1998.  In this regard a board of management may find it necessary to restrict en-
rolment to children from a particular area or a particular age group or, occasionally, on the basis 
of some other criterion.  This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Equality legislation, which also outlaws discrimination in relation to the admission of a stu-
dent, makes provision for exemptions to apply in the case of single sex schools and in the case 
of schools where the objective is to provide education in an environment that promotes certain 
religious values.  The legislation provides that any school that has this objective may admit a 
student of a particular religious denomination in preference to other students.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
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to a student.  Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents 
of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the 
relevant Vocational Educational Committee or to the Secretary General of my Department. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I announced at this year’s Teacher Union Conferences that I 
will shortly bring to Government draft heads of a bill – the Education (Admission to School) 
Bill 2013. I will seek to publish the Bill in draft form to allow a full public discussion, includ-
ing inputs from the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection and the 
education partners.  I also intend to publish draft regulations that I plan to make when the Bill 
is enacted.  In bringing forward these proposals, my policy objective is to ensure that every 
child is treated fairly and that the way in which schools decide on applications is structured, fair 
and transparent.  As the Bill and the Regulations will be published in draft form, they will also 
be subject to a lot of detailed scrutiny before becoming law.  I will be reflecting carefully on 
the views expressed in the consultation process to ensure they strike the right balance between 
school autonomy and fairness in our education system.

11/06/2013WRQ00450State Examinations Issues

11/06/2013WRQ00500313. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that special needs students sitting State Examinations with the assistance 
of electronic aids such as computers and memory sticks are paying for the purchase of these 
memory sticks even though they have already paid their examination fee; his views on whether 
this additional cost is unfair; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27760/13]

11/06/2013WRQ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations. In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

11/06/2013WRQ00650Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRQ00700314. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Questions No. 90 of 24 April and No. 343 of 21 May if he will provide details of the 
criteria used, if any, and the analysis undertaken, if any, in regard to a school (details supplied) 
in County Cavan which had Band 1 Status nine years ago (2004) and the reason on the basis 
of that status it has not progressed to building stage in the way that many other school building 
projects have; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27771/13]

11/06/2013WRQ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is continuing to progress through the stages of architectural planning 
and its priority band rating remains unchanged at Band 1.2.  My Department’s over-riding ob-
jective in identifying school building projects to progress to tender and construction is to ensure 
that every child has access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position 
to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major 
school projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will be the main focus for 
capital investment in schools in the coming years.  The Five Year school building programme 
that I announced in March 2012 is focused on meeting those demographic needs.
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The Deputy will be aware that last week, I also announced a €50 million investment in 
new school building projects as part of the Government’s “Investing in Infrastructure & Jobs” 
Package.  The projects considered for inclusion in that package were all at a significantly more 
advanced stage of architectural planning than the school referred to by the Deputy. It is not 
possible to progress all projects within the Department’s building programme to construction 
concurrently due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget. 

The Major Building Project at the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early 
stage of architectural planning.  Once it has completed stage 2(a) the project will then progress 
to Stage 2(b) which is the final design stage in the architectural planning process and includes 
the application for Planning Permission, Fire Certification, Disability Access Certification 
(DAC) and the preparation of tender documents.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not 
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were previously initiated will 
continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further 
funds being available to the Department in the future.

11/06/2013WRQ00850State Examinations Fee Exemptions

11/06/2013WRQ00900315. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
in tabular form on a yearly and Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate basis, the details in 
each year from 2007 to 2013, the number of students who had exam fees waived; if he will 
break down the figures into categories of financial hardship and medical card holders; the cir-
cumstances where financial hardship can be proven and the way a decision is reached by either 
his Department or the school itself regarding persons having exam fees waived; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27773/13]

11/06/2013WRQ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

11/06/2013WRQ01050State Examinations Commission

11/06/2013WRQ01100316. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of supervisors currently monitoring State examinations; the number of these who are retired 
teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27774/13]

11/06/2013WRQ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

11/06/2013WRQ01250Teaching Contracts

11/06/2013WRQ01300317. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions taken by 
him or his Department in addressing the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied); 
the plans he has or is considering to ensure prospective teachers do not enter into such con-
tracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27803/13]
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11/06/2013WRQ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school in question is a 
private educational institution. Teachers working at the school are directly recruited and en-
gaged as employees of that school. Their terms and conditions are private contractual matters 
between themselves and the school authorities. My Department has no role in relation to inter-
nal management or contractual issues between school employees and their employers.

11/06/2013WRQ01450Departmental Funding

11/06/2013WRQ01500318. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider the needs of the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind which is in need of an additional €500,000 
to protect essential services; the amount of funding the organisation is currently receiving from 
his Department; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that other peer organisations receive 
a much higher proportion of their funding on a statutory basis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [27888/13]

11/06/2013WRQ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides annual funding of €68,886 to the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind 
(IGDB) for the provision of its Child Mobility Programme. This grant provides for the services 
of a Mobility Officer employed by the IGDB who provides mobility training to visually im-
paired children. Instruction is mostly on a one-to-one basis in a range of environments, includ-
ing the school environment, until the child has reached a safe and efficient standard of mobility. 
The Mobility Officer also advises schools in relation to sourcing materials or specialist equip-
ment for blind/visually impaired persons to lesson planning and providing advice to schools. I 
understand that the Department of Health also provides a very significant level of funding to the 
Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind.

11/06/2013WRQ01650Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRQ01700319. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Clare did not receive their Student Universal Support Ireland 
grant monthly payment on 31 May in view of the fact that they were informed by SUSI that 
they would receive their grant on the last Friday of every month until June 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27906/13]

11/06/2013WRQ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that with regard to the student 
referred to by the Deputy an award letter was issued on the 21st February 2013. I also under-
stand that all payments are up to date in this case.

11/06/2013WRQ01850Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRQ01900320. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there are still students awaiting a decision on their 2012/13 higher 
education grant applications; his views on whether a student (details supplied) in County Mayo 
has been unfairly treated; if he will expedite the application; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27910/13]

11/06/2013WRQ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
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to by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the Appeals Officer in SUSI and 
the original decision was overturned. On that basis, the application is currently being reassessed 
and the student will be notified directly by SUSI of the outcome. Where an appeal is turned 
down in writing by SUSI and the applicant remains of the view that the scheme has not been 
interpreted correctly in his or her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted 
by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

11/06/2013WRQ02050Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRQ02100321. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a decision on a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27914/13]

11/06/2013WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy was issued with a decision on the 22nd April 2013 advising him that he was deemed in-
eligible to receive a grant. If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly re-
fused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, 
in the first instance, to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in 
writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly 
in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the 
Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

11/06/2013WRQ02250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRQ02300322. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
National Policy on Educating Children with Autism will be published by his Department in 
view of the recommendation made by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office in relation to this 
issue some months ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27946/13]

11/06/2013WRQ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Further to the encouragement 
of the Ombudsman for Children and mindful that greater clarity on my Department’s policy on 
the education of children with autism would be useful for schools and parents, my Department 
is currently in the process of preparing a comprehensive statement of existing policy within the 
boundaries of one document. This process is ongoing. 

My Department’s policy on the education of children with Autism resides within the overall 
policies on the education of children with special educational needs. In the main these policies 
are non condition specific. In this context, the Autism policy, whether expressed in a multiple 
of documents or in a single document, should not be viewed as a separate ‘stand alone’ policy. 
The new policy statement will not be exclusive. Policies are subject of necessity to change from 
time to time. Also, the new statement will neither alter nor add to existing policy. It will reflect 
the current policy in a coherent and articulate manner for the benefit of schools and parents. 

My Department is conscious of the need to adapt existing policies and to develop new poli-
cies as new research or learning becomes available. The National Council for Special Educa-
tion has a formal role under Section 20.1(j) of EPSEN to advise the Minister ‘in relation to any 
matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities’. I have now requested 
the NCSE to prepare Policy Advice on the Educational Provision for Children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders.  The NCSE have commissioned research which will not be finalised until 
mid to late 2014 and I expect that this research will inform much of the work in preparing the 
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policy advice.  Accordingly it is not expected that the report will be finalised until early 2015.

  Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 312.

11/06/2013WRQ02550School Patronage

11/06/2013WRQ02600324. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
abandon the current national school model, in view of the findings contained in the recent report 
of the Forum of Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27948/13]

11/06/2013WRQ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy may be aware 
that I published the Report of the Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in 
April 2012 and I outlined my Action Plan in response to the Report in June 2012.  My Depart-
ment is implementing that Action Plan.  The Advisory Group did not recommend abandoning 
the current national school model nor do I have any plans to do so.

11/06/2013WRQ02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/06/2013WRQ02800325. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to reverse the recently changed policy in relation to the July provision scheme for families in 
which there is more than one child who qualifies under the scheme in view of the practical dif-
ficulties that have arisen for families availing of the scheme. [27949/13]

11/06/2013WRQ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the policy in relation to siblings has not changed. Rather the application process in previ-
ous years may have in some instances failed to identify adequately multiple applications for 
siblings. My Department’s Information Note for Home Based July Provision notes that alloca-
tions to siblings are reflective of the school grouping principle. This is where one teacher is 
allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational level, primary or post primary. 
Accordingly it is considered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor can provide tuition 
at the appropriate educational level to more than one sibling at that level simultaneously in the 
home. The Departments website and information material is being amended to further clarify 
the position.

The school grouping principle does not purport to replicate or mirror all aspects of school 
based provision.  The age or ability of siblings is reflected in their education level as determined 
by education and health professionals. In general where a child is receiving their education in 
a class setting with other children of mixed age and ability, this should carry through to their 
July Provision.

11/06/2013WRQ02950Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRQ03000326. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a grant un-
der Student Universal Support Ireland which has been notified to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny as being approved will be paid as a matter of urgency and if he will expedite 
the matter. [27960/13]

11/06/2013WRQ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 



Questions - Written Answers

243

Deputy was issued with a decision on the 24th April, 2013 advising her that she was deemed 
ineligible to receive a grant. If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly 
refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI. 
Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains 
of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form 
outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant Ap-
peals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.  

11/06/2013WRQ03150Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2013WRQ03200327. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and the pros-
pects of this plan being progressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27967/13]

11/06/2013WRQ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school building project referred to was included in the €50 million investment 
in new school building projects recently announced as part of the Government’s “Investing in 
Infrastructure & Jobs” Package. The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. 
Officials from the School Building Unit of my Department will shortly be in contact with the 
School Authorities in relation to progressing the project to tender and construction.

11/06/2013WRR00050Schools Building Projects Applications

11/06/2013WRR00100328. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he intends 
to make funding available for the provision of a new school and refurbishment of the existing 
building (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27969/13]

11/06/2013WRR00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that planning permission has been recently obtained for an extension for the school referred to 
by the Deputy. As the Deputy will however be aware, my Department’s over-riding objective is 
to ensure that every child has access to a physical school place and that our school system is in 
a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers. To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery 
of major school projects to meet significant demographic demands nationally will be the main 
focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years. The five year programme is focused 
on meeting those demographic needs. The area in which the school, in question, is located has 
not been identified as an area of significant demographic growth. In that context, it has not been 
possible to advance all applications for capital funding concurrently. All school building proj-
ects, including the project for the school in question, will continue to be advanced incrementally 
over time within the context of the funding available. However, in light of current competing 
demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is not possible at this time to give an indicative 
timeframe for the construction of a new school building for the school.

11/06/2013WRR00250Education and Training Provision

11/06/2013WRR00300329. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures that 
are in place regarding the training of persons for the retail and hospitality sectors; his plans re-
garding the advancement of this sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28019/13]
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11/06/2013WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
FÁS, through its Training Centres, Contracted Training, Momentum Programme and its Com-
munity Training interventions, provides a wide and diverse portfolio of training interventions 
designed to provide learners with the appropriate retail skills, knowledge and competencies to 
avail of an extensive range of labour market opportunities within this sector. The portfolio of 
courses shown below is typical and indicative but not exclusive or exhaustive: Retail Sales, 
Retail Skills, Retail Skills - Health and Beauty, Retail Employability Skills, Sales and Digital 
Marketing, IT Technology Sales and Customer Care. Also, Skillnets, which is an industry led 
organisation, supports companies from any sector or region to engage in training by co-invest-
ing in the delivery of the training with member companies of its training networks. They work 
in partnership with enterprise, in particular SMEs, by supporting the development of flexible 
and effective training delivery methods.

IBEC Retail Skillnet: this IBEC Retail Skillnet network commenced in 1999 and was devel-
oped to address the needs of those operating in the Retail Sector. Consequently, a broad cross 
section of retail operators has been brought together to form a network which is representative 
of the sector. The IBEC Retail Skillnet program offers FETAC certified on-the-job training 
for retail staff. This training has been developed by retailers for retailers. Through the deliv-
ery of its training the network aims to increase productivity levels, improve customer service 
and product knowledge, introduce modern merchandising techniques, improve staff morale, 
and reduce turnover and absenteeism levels. IBEC Retail Skillnet currently offers ten Modules 
which are accredited by FETAC at Level 5. The network provides training materials to guide 
candidates through each of the modules. The training materials are considered best practice, 
providing up-to-date, relevant information on retailing.

In conjunction with Letterkenny Institute of Technology (LYIT) IBEC Retail Skillnet offer 
an innovative three-year programme leading to a degree in Retail Management Practice. This 
is delivered using a blended learning approach combining Work Based Learning, guest lectur-
ers, e-learning and traditional classroom delivery.  In addition to the degree programme, IBEC 
Retail Skillnet have also developed a Masters programme in Retail which will be launched in 
Autumn 2013.  In addition IBEC Retail Skillnet now offers an opportunity to achieve retail 
based qualifications through a process of Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL). All the net-
work’s training programmes are open to job-seekers and in conjunction with the JobBridge 
programme suitable job-seeker candidates can avail of up to nine months’ work-based training 
with member companies of the network. The Post Leaving Certificate programme operated 
mainly by Vocational Education Committees (VEC) also offer a number of one year full time 
retail and hospitality courses at levels 5 and 6 on the National Qualifications Framework. Fáilte 
Ireland has responsibility for the promotion and support of education and training for the tour-
ism and hospitality industry and I understand it provides funding for the courses in Institutes of 
Technology.

11/06/2013WRR00450Schools Designation

11/06/2013WRR00500330. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take to expedite a decision in relation to an application for change of status in respect of a 
school (details supplied) in County Westmeath which would permit this school to become a 
co-ed vertical school from September 2013; if in view of the correspondence to date, this appli-
cation can be finalised together with a decision on the applications for accommodation for the 
ASD preschool class and girl’s toilet; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28032/13]

11/06/2013WRR00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
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that my Department has received correspondence from the school in question relating to a 
change of status proposal. This proposal also has implications for two other schools in the area. 
My Department has written to the Patron seeking clarification on a number of matters relating 
to the proposal. The matter will be considered further following receipt and consideration of 
the clarifications sought. The application for the additional accommodation will form part of 
this consideration.

11/06/2013WRR00650Third Level Admissions Entry Requirements

11/06/2013WRR00700331. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is pos-
sible for a State examinations student to be assessed under the disability access route to educa-
tion for an academic year in which the application deadline has passed in cases where a medical 
diagnosis is delayed but ongoing, or is obtained just after the deadline; if not, if he intends to 
introduce a late registration facility to allow such students to avail of the scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28102/13]

11/06/2013WRR00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Disability Access Route 
to Education (DARE) is a third-level admissions scheme for students with a disability. The 
scheme is operated by a number of higher education institutions and not by my Department. 
Admissions to the institutions are regulated by the institutions themselves. The Deputy may 
wish to contact the Irish Universities Association in this instance. Further details in relation to 
the DARE scheme are also available at www.accesscollege.ie.

11/06/2013WRR00850National Lottery Regulator Establishment

11/06/2013WRR00900332. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the Regulator of the National Lottery will be put in place; if he will give details of the remit of 
the regulator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26775/13]

11/06/2013WRR01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, the National Lottery Act 2013 provides for the establishment of the office of Regulator 
of the National Lottery. The Act provides that the Regulator shall monitor and enforce com-
pliance by the National Lottery operator with the Act and the licence. The Act also provides 
that the Regulator shall exercise his or her functions in such manner he or she considers the 
most likely to ensure that the National Lottery is run with all due propriety, that the interests of 
participants in the National Lottery are protected, and that the long term sustainability of the 
National Lottery is safeguarded. Subject to these considerations, the Act requires that the Regu-
lator, in exercising his or her functions, seek to ensure that revenues allocated to good causes 
are as great as possible, subject to any terms in this regard contained in the licence. It is intended 
that the Regulator will be appointed before the end of 2013.

11/06/2013WRR01050Tourism Policy

11/06/2013WRR01100333. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
access to Maynooth Castle, Maynooth, County Kildare, will be made available all year round 
to the local community to facilitate interest groups and tours; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27374/13]

11/06/2013WRR01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
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Hayes): Maynooth Castle is one of 70 guided sites administered by the Office of Public Works 
(OPW). In 2013 the Castle is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. from 30 May to 25 September from 
Wednesday to Sunday and on bank holidays. There is no admission charge to the site and visi-
tor numbers for 2011 and 2012 were 9,444 and 13,852 respectively. Several other OPW man-
aged sites, which have a guide service during the summer months, remain closed for the winter 
season This is primarily due to budgetary constraints. It is not possible in the current economic 
circumstances to extend the opening season at these locations. In order to address situations 
like this, I introduced the Communities Involvement Initiative in 2012, the aim of which was 
for local community-based groups, which had an interest in the development and promotion 
of heritage sites, to get involved on a non-commercial basis with OPW and, subject to certain 
criteria being met, to assist in the presentation of sites outside of the normal opening times. Last 
month, I again sought expressions of interest from local communities by way of the national 
press, this time under a new heading “Become a Friend of Irish Heritage”. Proposals may still 
be submitted and I would encourage parties in the Maynooth area who wish to promote their 
local heritage to get in touch with the Office of Public Works.

11/06/2013WRR01250Public Procurement Contracts Tenders

11/06/2013WRR01300334. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will establish an ombudsman for businesses, to investigate cases where a business feels it did 
not receive a fair run on a public tender and where the business feels that the award contract 
process was unfair. [27523/13]

11/06/2013WRR01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public pro-
curement is the acquisition, whether under formal contract or not, of works, supplies and ser-
vices by public bodies. National rules governing public procurement must comply with the 
relevant EU, WTO and national legal requirements and obligations. Of particular relevance 
are the rules on free movement of goods, freedom of establishment and freedom to provide 
services, as well as the principles deriving from these rules such as the principle of equal treat-
ment; non-discrimination; mutual recognition; proportionality; and transparency. In this regard, 
all purchasing decisions by public bodies must conform to the EU Treaty principles, rules, and 
national guidelines. Businesses or individuals who feel that they have not been treated fairly 
during the course of a public procurement process may have recourse under the Remedies Di-
rective (EU Directive 2007/66/EC) which provides for remedies in both the public sector and 
utilities sectors, for tenderers and others that have been harmed by breaches of the Public Con-
tracts and Utilities Directives; this Directive has been transposed into Irish Law by regulations 
made under Statutory Instruments 130 of 2010 and 131 of 2010. Many of the practices pro-
vided for in that Directive are in place at national level through guidance documents issued by 
the National Public Procurement Policy Unit in my Department. These would include: Public 
Procurement Guidelines - Competitive Process 2004 in respect of the procurement of general 
services and supplies - highlighting the need for a competitive process in respect of contracts 
below the EU threshold values; Circular 10/10 - to require public bodies to promote participa-
tion of small and medium-sized enterprises in the award of public contracts; the Capital Works 
Management Framework - provides a suite of best practice guidance, standard contracts and 
generic template documents, which are available to download for all contracting authorities 
to provide a consistent approach to the management of public works and construction-related 
services projects; and Standardisation and simplification of tender documentation (for supplies 
and services).  In order to reduce the costs involved in participating or conducting the procure-
ment function, the National Procurement Service has published a suite of model tendering 
and contract documents which help businesses and buyers to reduce costs. All regulations, 
circulars, guidelines and standard forms (for general supplies and services) are available on 
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the Government’s eTenders website at: www.eTenders.gov.ie. The Capital Works Management 
Framework documents are available on the Construction Procurement Reform website: www.
constructionprocurement.gov.ie.

In terms of centralised procurement arrangements, the National Procurement Service (NPS) 
as a matter of course offers full debriefing to suppliers who have engaged in the procurement 
process. At these sessions contractors can raise any areas or issues of concern. The NPS is also 
fully compliant on the issue of contractors’ rights under the Remedies Directive. Such rights 
ensure full disclosure of relevant details regarding the awarding of a tender and the relative 
merits and characteristics of that tender versus those who were unsuccessful. The NPS has 
recently established a collaborative working group which brings together Employer Represen-
tative Bodies (IBEC, SFA, ISME etc.) and procurement stakeholders in the public service to 
discuss issues and areas of concern. The NPS is confident that the working group will help to 
inform the continued delivery of best practice by public sector Buyers through the procurement 
process. Finally I would point out that the area of Public Procurement is undergoing an exten-
sive reform. While this reform is primarily aimed at delivering public services at a competitive 
cost, it will also focus on improving public procurement practices. This will ensure openness, 
and equality of opportunity for businesses including the SME sector.

11/06/2013WRR01450Departmental Properties

11/06/2013WRR01500335. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding a building (details supplied) in Dublin 15 owned by the Office of Public 
Works; the date on which the building was acquired by the OPW; the cost at which the building 
was acquired by the OPW; the financial outlay by the OPW or other Government authority in 
respect of this building since its acquisition; the ongoing annual cost of insuring and making 
secure this building; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a number of local voluntary 
and charitable organisations have made enquiries regarding the potential for using this build-
ing; the detail of any such enquiries made to the OPW or to him directly; if he will make this 
building available on a temporary basis to local voluntary and charitable organisations, pending 
a decision on the building’s long term future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27675/13]

11/06/2013WRR01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The building was acquired in April 2002 at a cost of €1,358,620 (excl. VAT). The 
Probation and Welfare Service was originally earmarked to be located in this property. How-
ever, a subsequent decision was made by the Probation and Welfare Service not to locate to the 
property. As no alternate State requirement could be identified for this property, at that time, 
the OPW decided that the property was surplus to requirements and as part of the rationalisa-
tion programme it was placed on the market. While there have been expressions of interest in 
the purchase and/or leasing of the property, it remains on the market. As the property is State 
owned there are no insurance costs. The average annual costs are approximately €5,000 cover-
ing works to prevent any deterioration of the building, care and maintenance, general repairs 
and upkeep of the building. More recently the OPW engaged with the Department of Social 
Protection on the potential to provide a service but that Department has ruled out using this 
property. As the property remains on the market it would not be appropriate to enter into any 
licensing arrangement for community use at this time.

11/06/2013WRR01650Public Sector Pensions Issues
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11/06/2013WRR01700336. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
portion of pension resulting from the payment of AVCs will be subject to the proposed public 
sector pension reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27255/13]

11/06/2013WRR01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware, AVCs are private funding arrangements for augmentation of pension benefits 
which are facilitated by individual public service employers, in particular, in respect of payroll 
deduction. Benefits realised are paid by the AVC provider, not by the public service employer, 
and are, therefore, not subject to the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR). In those cases 
where AVC funds are utilised to purchase service in public service pension schemes, no distinc-
tion is made, for PSPR purposes, in respect of that part of the pension which is derived from the 
AVC transfer. This is consistent with the practice applying generally; i.e. since its introduction 
on 1 January 2011, the PSPR has applied and will continue to apply to affected public service 
pensions in an across-the-board fashion, with no distinction or exception being made in respect 
of any part of a pension which derives from a particular source, for example from purchased or 
transferred service.

11/06/2013WRR01850National Lottery Funding Disbursement

11/06/2013WRR01900337. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will itemise the recipients, including their location, of national lottery grants for this year to 
date and for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26779/13]

11/06/2013WRR02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Appendix 1 
of the Revised Estimates for Public Services, which is published each year, gives a breakdown 
by Department of all the expenditure areas that are supported by the proceeds of the National 
Lottery.  

In recent years, the total allocation for the relevant subheads has exceeded the amount avail-
able from the National Lottery surplus. Therefore, these subheads are now described as being 
part-funded by the National Lottery and the balance of the expenditure allocation for the sub-
heads comes from normal Exchequer sources. Consequently, it is no longer feasible to compile 
a list of programmes or organisations that receive Lottery funding per se as it is now not pos-
sible to indicate the level of funding that they receive specifically from the Lottery. However, 
Appendix 1 of the REV sets out both the overall level of expenditure under these subheads 
and the level of funding which comes from the proceeds of the National Lottery. For example, 
in 2012, overall expenditure under these subheads was 333 million euro of which 220 million 
euro came from the proceeds of the National Lottery. Individual Government Departments with 
responsibility for expenditure that is part-funded by the National Lottery surplus publish details 
of such expenditure (including lists of recipient organisations and amounts involved) on their 
websites.

11/06/2013WRR02050Public Sector Pensions Issues

11/06/2013WRR02100338. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding pensions for retired gardaí; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [26836/13]

11/06/2013WRR02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
raises the application of the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) in those cases where 
public service pensioners are in receipt of both an occupational and State Pension. In this con-
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nection I would point out that as the statutory PRSI related State Pension is not paid by the em-
ployer it does not qualify as PAYE remuneration under the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest  Acts. Any adjustment to existing PSPR  rates and bands beyond the existing 
€12,000 exemption threshold, with a view to accommodating cases in which the public service 
pension is co-ordinated or integrated with  the State Pension, would be complex and could not 
be guaranteed to produce equitable outcomes in all cases. The majority of public servants with 
integrated pensions are in receipt of small occupational pensions and so are not impacted by the 
PSPR measure to any significant degree. In relation to the matter of the PSPR and commercial 
state bodies, I would point out that the PSPR does not apply to the pensions of persons retired 
from such bodies as these are not part of the public service and their staff do not enjoy member-
ship of public service pension schemes. The bodies in question have a commercial remit and 
their pay and pensions are not funded by the Exchequer. I  understand the concerns outlined by 
various representatives about the impact of pension reductions on the lives of public service 
pensioners but given current economic circumstances the Government must take steps to ensure 
the economic survival of the State and this impacts across society. The Deputy may be aware I 
met recently with representatives of the Alliance of Retired Public Servants and  indicated that 
it is my intention, as a matter of priority, to move towards reducing the burden of the PSPR, 
(with the initial focus on people in receipt of low pensions) at the earliest date economic prog-
ress permits. I appreciate that this is a matter of great importance to pensioners and I would 
envisage that developments in this regard would be the subject of ongoing bilateral discussions 
between my Department and Alliance representatives.

11/06/2013WRR02250Departmental Properties

11/06/2013WRR02300339. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
parking will be stopped in the lower yard of Dublin Castle by the Office of Public Works in rec-
ognition of the castle’s historic importance; the other parking arrangements being put in place 
for staff of the Revenue Commissioners, Comptroller and Auditor General’s office, OPW, an 
Garda Síochána, Chester Beatty Library and Assay Office; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [26962/13]

11/06/2013WRR02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works intends to reduce car parking in the lower yard of Dublin 
Castle incrementally over time until car parking is discontinued fully, other than on an excep-
tional basis. No particular alternative parking arrangements are being put in place for the enti-
ties mentioned.

11/06/2013WRR02450EU Directives

11/06/2013WRR02500340. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the work 
his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a 
potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27479/13]

11/06/2013WRR02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question  regarding the work currently being  undertaken on upcoming legisla-
tion, through potential Bills to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory 
Instruments to ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from 
the European Union I wish to advise that the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform cur-
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rently has no pending legislation in this area.

11/06/2013WRR02650Flood Prevention Measures

11/06/2013WRR02700341. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an update on his action plan and the flood alleviation measures he has put in place 
in County Longford, particularly Clondra, where farmers have been devastated by the serious 
flooding. [27519/13]

11/06/2013WRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Flood risks within the Shannon basin are being addressed by the River Shannon Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study which is a comprehensive 
assessment being carried out for the Office of Public Works (OPW) by Jacobs Engineering. 
A total of 66 areas along the Shannon, including Cloondara/Clondra have been designated as 
Areas for Further Assessment under the Study. The work on the CFRAM study is progressing 
well. Details of the CFRAM Study and regular updates can be found on www.cfram.ie or http://
shannoncframstudy.ie. Operational control of water flows and levels on the Shannon is the re-
sponsibility of both the ESB and Waterways Ireland. With the co-operation of both bodies, the 
OPW plans to carry out a water level monitoring exercise, involving controlled raising and low-
ering of weir boards at selected locations, subject to favourable hydrological conditions. The 
situation is being monitored closely so that when suitable conditions prevail the exercise can 
proceed. The ESB has agreed also to a trial lowering of the Spring/early Summer target levels 
in Lough Ree to reduce somewhat the risk of summer flooding in the callows.

11/06/2013WRR02850National Lottery Licence Sale

11/06/2013WRR02900342. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide this Deputy with a copy of the new national lottery draft licence.  [27572/13]

11/06/2013WRR03000343. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the monetary amount that would be provided to good causes under the new national lottery draft 
licence contractual obligations based on the 2012 National Lottery sales figures.  [27573/13]

11/06/2013WRR03100344. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
based on the 2012 National Lottery’s gross sales figure, if the monetary amount provided to 
good causes under the new draft lottery licence will be greater or less than the amount paid in 
2012 under the current licence arrangements. [27574/13]

11/06/2013WRR03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 342 to 344, inclusive, together.

Key information regarding the competitive process in relation to the next National Lottery 
licence has been made publicly available, most recently on the commencement of the competi-
tion on 30 May 2013. However, the detailed technical and legal documentation regarding the 
process will be made available only to bidding parties. As I have previously advised the Deputy, 
my officials are available to brief her and other opposition spokespersons on the competitive 
process. The National Lottery Act 2013, which was enacted recently, provides for the publica-
tion of details of the National Lottery licence. This is a new development in that the practice to 
date has been not to publish the licence. Details of the licence will be published once the com-
petitive process has concluded and the new licensee is in place. Under the next licence, annual 
contributions for good causes will be set at 65% of Gross Gaming Revenues (sales less prizes). 
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This will offer the holder of the next licensee greater flexibility and scope for the growth and 
development of lottery games and distribution channels. It is envisaged that sales of National 
Lottery tickets will increase under the next licence, which will in turn lead to increased funding 
for Good Causes. An Post National Lottery Company recently published its Annual Report and 
Accounts for 2012. This Report contains detailed information including the sales achieved by 
the Company and the funds allocated to prizes in 2012. Using this published information, it is 
possible to calculate the level of funding which would have accrued to Good Causes had the 
formula which will apply under the next licence applied in 2012. The new basis on which the 
Good Causes formula will be calculated will only apply under the next licence. Given that the 
parameters under which the next licence will operate are changing, application of the formula 
to the 2012 data is not particularly informative.

11/06/2013WRS00075Sale of State Assets

11/06/2013WRS00100345. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in rela-
tion to public bodies that are selling assets that they no longer require, if there is any require-
ment to ensure that these assets are not going into the black economy; if there is a requirement 
on State bodies to obtain a tax clearance certificate from the person who purchases these assets 
to ensure that assets formerly owned by the State are not going into the black economy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27577/13]

11/06/2013WRS00200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Above certain 
thresholds, public bodies generally require tax clearance certificates from persons or bodies to 
whom grants, subsidies, or other types of payments are being made or from contractors in situa-
tions where the public bodies are buying, hiring, or leasing goods or generally expending public 
monies. The aim, in the first instance, is to protect the interests of taxpayers by ensuring tax 
compliance on the part of those persons or bodies in receipt of public funds. On the other hand, 
when public bodies dispose of assets (or grant access to property or infrastructure for commer-
cial arrangements) with a view to raising funds, it is incumbent on them to seek to optimise the 
return achieved. By way of illustration, the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies 
issued by my Department provides that, for anticipated values at or above €150,000, the method 
of disposal should be by auction or competitive tendering process, and that the method used 
should be both transparent and likely to achieve a fair-market related price. As the expenditure 
of public monies does not arise in such situations, it is not clear what role, if any, there may be 
for requiring tax clearance certification as a condition of sale.

11/06/2013WRS00250State Property

11/06/2013WRS00300346. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide a list of all buildings in the State’s property portfolio which are or could be con-
sidered to be residences for the purposes of the local property tax; the market value attributed 
to same by the Office of Public Works; the local property charge payable in 2013 in respect of 
each of these properties; the date on which this was paid or will be paid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27580/13]

11/06/2013WRS00350Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works has engaged with the Revenue Commissioners and con-
cluded an exercise to identify all those state owned properties, which may be liable for the prop-
erty tax within their portfolio. A list identifying the residential properties within the property 
portfolio of the Commissioners for Public Works will be sent to Deputy Fleming under separate 
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cover. 

The Commissioners are not in a position to respond to the Deputy’s request for the market 
valuation of these properties as the valuations would, in some instances, be considered as com-
mercially sensitive. This situation arises as the Commissioners will be disposing of a number 
of state properties to the market. Payment of the local property charge will be completed by the 
1st of July, the date specified by the Revenue Commissioners.

11/06/2013WRS00450Departmental Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRS00500347. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 53 of 30 May 2013, the discussions that officials in his Depart-
ment have had with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to date on the need to fill the 
said positions; his plans to sanction the competition later this year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27582/13]

11/06/2013WRS00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade has discussed the possibility of holding a competition for 
third secretary posts with my Department. The issues surrounding recruitment of Third Secre-
taries, Administrative Officers and Executive Officers later this year are currently under consid-
eration in my Department.

11/06/2013WRS00650Legal Matters

11/06/2013WRS00700348. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on the recent decision of the High Court (details supplied) between a number of ap-
plicants and the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland regarding procurement policy; the 
implications of this judgment; the way the Office of Public Works intends to respond; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27625/13]

11/06/2013WRS00800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): On 29 May 2013, the High Court gave judgment on certain preliminary issues in the 
case to which the Deputy refers. No final High Court Order has been made. The matter was 
back in court on 11 June 2013 for further consideration and, on foot of a request by the appli-
cants, was adjourned until 25 June 2013. Until a final High Court Order is delivered, no deci-
sion on procurement policy can be made.

11/06/2013WRS00850State Property

11/06/2013WRS00900349. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
properties the Office of Public Works intends to put up for sale in County Galway in the coming 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27647/13]

11/06/2013WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The OPW is presently examining expressions of interest from State Bodies for the use 
of vacant properties including former Garda stations in County Galway. Following this exami-
nation, the OPW will be finalising a list of properties which will be placed on the market. It is 
not possible at this time to provide information on specific properties in County Galway.
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11/06/2013WRS01050Public Sector Staff Remuneration

11/06/2013WRS01100350. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the percent-
age of public servants who earn more than €60,000 per annum; if the pension related deduction 
paid by these public sector workers at a rate of 10.5% of income above €60,000 is a temporary 
deduction, and if so, the length of time it will it be in place; and if the deduction is made from 
gross or net pay.  [27691/13]

11/06/2013WRS01200351. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the propor-
tion of pension related deductions paid by staff in the public sector earning less than €60,000 
per annum. [27692/13]

11/06/2013WRS01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 350 and 351 together.

The closest data currently available within the Department to that sought by the Deputy 
indicates that the percentage of employee numbers on a whole time equivalent basis (based on 
a whole time equivalent figure of  292,000) on a salary range of €60,000 or more, is 18%. I do 
not have a breakdown of the Pension Related Deduction (PRD) collected across income bands. 
For the Deputy’s information, the PRD realises in the order of €1 billion per annum (includ-
ing contributions from Local Authority employees and other non-Departmental employees on 
whom the deduction is levied). The PRD is applied to gross pay. The PRD was introduced on 1 
March 2009 by the then Government as one of a range of measures to help address the econom-
ic crisis, and in particular, the serious imbalance in the public finances. While the deduction can 
undoubtedly be a significant imposition on many public servants, it is this Government’s view 
that it is a necessary and proportionate measure given the exceptionally serious position of the 
public finances. As the Deputy will be aware the impact of the PRD measure was lessened with 
effect from 1 May 2009 by way of adjustments to the bands and rates, including an increased 
rate, from 10% to 10.5%, on the earnings band above €60,000. Those adjustments were particu-
larly beneficial for lower paid public servants, in so far as they provided that the first €15,000 of 
annual earnings be made fully exempt from the deduction. I should also state that, as provided 
for in section 11 of the recently enacted Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2013, an adjustment in PRD will take place on 1 January 2014, when the 5% deduction rate 
applied to the band of annual income between €15,000 and €20,000 will decrease from 5% to 
2.5%. The Deputy may wish to note that under the financial emergency legislation, the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform must review the PRD and other emergency measures annu-
ally and report to the Oireachtas on such review.

11/06/2013WRS01350Flood Prevention Measures

11/06/2013WRS01400352. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding measures to prevent flooding from the River Wad in Donnycarney (details 
supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27730/13]

11/06/2013WRS01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Dublin City Council, which is the Contracting Authority for the River Wad flood relief 
scheme, has recently submitted a formal application for funding to the Office of Public Works, 
along with a detailed Cost Benefit Analysis report for the project. This report is currently being 
considered by the OPW. If the economic justification of the scheme is acceptable, and provided 
the Council is able to obtain all necessary consents from property owners and other stakehold-
ers, the OPW hopes to be in a position to approve the scheme in principle in the coming weeks 
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and to consider the most effective method for constructing the works, subject to the continued 
availability of funding.

11/06/2013WRS01550Tourism Promotion

11/06/2013WRS01600353. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works will list the top ten OPW managed tourist sites in Dublin; the pricing 
structure for each site; and the number of visitors to each site per annnum. [28026/13]

11/06/2013WRS01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Office 
of Public Works (OPW) administers a range of visitor sites in Dublin. A number of these sites,  
that are free of charge, do not have a guided service. As a consequence, visitor numbers are not 
recorded at these sites. An example of such a site is St. Stephen’s Green. The following tables 
list those OPW visitor sites where visitor numbers are recorded and the admission and guided 
tour charges, if applicable. It should be noted that some of the sites listed have restricted open-
ing dates and times.

 Office of Public Works – Guided Visitor Sites in Dublin

Site Name Admission/Guided Tour 
Charges 

Visitor Numbers in 
2011

Visitor Numbers in 
2012

National Botanic Gardens Free Admission – Guided 
Tour €2 per person  

501,000 544,685

Farmleigh Free 315,464 375,064
Kilmainham Gaol See Table  Following 300,042 310,910
Dublin Castle See Table  Following 141,849 157,253
Phoenix Park Visitors Centre Free 121,487 147,539
St. Audoen’s Church Free 25,927 26,548
Rathfarnham Castle Free 9,506 23,832
Pearse Museum - St. Enda’s Park Free 16,528 16,462
Áras an Uachtaráin Free 6,010 9,000
Casino Marino See Table  Following 12,047 7,444

Admission Charges.  N/A = Not applicable

Site Name Adult Senior/Group Child/Student Family
Kilmainham Gaol €6.00 €4.00 €2.00 €14.00
Dublin Castle €4.50 €3.50 €2.00/€3.50 N/A
Casino Marino €3.00 €2.00 €1.00 €8.00

11/06/2013WRS01750State Bodies Mergers

11/06/2013WRS01800354. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the proposed merger of the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority is going 
ahead; the timetable for such a merger; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27243/13]

11/06/2013WRS01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Work on draft-
ing the legislation to merge the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority is 
on-going and the Bill is included in the A list in the Government’s current Legislative Pro-
gramme. Following publication of the Bill and its subsequent consideration by the Oireachtas, 
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I intend to establish the new agency as soon as possible after the commencement of the legisla-
tion.

11/06/2013WRS01950Consumer Protection

11/06/2013WRS02000355. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if, 
in view of the perceived lack of diligence by leading retailers to display their prices and terms 
and conditions correctly and the perceived lack of enforcement of the regulations underpinning 
consumer law, more meaningful legislation is required to protect consumer rights in the retail 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27245/13]

11/06/2013WRS02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Consumer 
protection law obliges traders offering a product for sale to indicate the selling price and the unit 
price of that product and to ensure that the indication of the selling price and of the unit price is 
clearly visible. Complaints in relation to products being offered for sale where the price or unit 
price is not clearly visible should be brought to the attention of the National Consumer Agency 
who has responsibility for enforcing consumer law. Similarly in instances where a wrong indi-
cation of price is concerned, traders who provide false information in relation to the price of a 
product may be engaging in a misleading commercial practice and may, therefore, be commit-
ting an offence under consumer law. Again instances of such practices should be referred to the 
National Consumer Agency in order that they can be investigated.

As regards the provision of information in relation to the terms and conditions that may 
apply to a particular product, consumer protection law also prohibits traders from engaging in 
misleading commercial practices, including practices which involve the concealment or omis-
sion of material information that the average consumer would need to make an informed trans-
actional decision and which could cause the average consumer to make a transactional decision 
he would not otherwise make. Accordingly, persons who may be concerned that traders may be 
engaged in selling products by means of false representation through the omission or conceal-
ment of material information, such as relevant information concerning the terms and conditions 
relating to such products, may wish to bring their concerns to the attention of the National Con-
sumer Agency so that they may be investigated.

As regards enforcement activity, the National Consumer Agency maintains and publishes a 
Consumer Protection List of enforcement actions taken against traders who do not comply with 
the requirements of consumer protection law, including those requirements in relation to the 
above mentioned provisions of the law. I am advised that in so far as enforcement in relation to 
pricing is concerned, the Agency in the course of 2012 visited some 349 traders, across a range 
of sectors, and covering all counties. As a result of these visits, the Agency in 2012 issued 111 
pricing enforcement actions to traders, comprising 71 Fixed Payment Notices (fines of €300 in 
each case) for breaches of the requirement to display prices, and 40 Compliance Notices for 
charging higher prices than those displayed. Details of the Agency’s enforcement actions are 
published in its Consumer Protection Lists and I understand that the next Consumer Protection 
List, covering the period May to December 2012, will be published shortly.

I very much support the Agency’s proactive approach, as evidenced by its enforcement 
activities, to ensure that consumers are provided with accurate information regarding products 
and services and are not exposed to unfair or misleading commercial practices. It is important 
that those who would seek to mislead consumers through the provision of false information are 
subject to the rigours of consumer protection law and I welcome the Agency’s determination to 
ensure that the law is enforced in such situations.
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11/06/2013WRS02150Appointments to State Boards

11/06/2013WRS02200356. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of vacancies on State boards under the aegis of his Department; the number of board 
members that are currently out on sick leave; if he will provide a breakdown of the figures for 
the above two categories on a board by board basis; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27307/13]

11/06/2013WRS02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As Members 
of Boards of the Agencies under my Department’s remit are not, in their capacity as Board 
members, employees and do not have a contract of employment, they are not required to report 
their sick leave in that capacity.

State Boards Vacancies
Forfás Forfas has no vacancies on the Forfas Board.
IDA IDA Ireland currently has one vacancy on its Board.
Enterprise Ireland EI currently has 1 vacancy.
National Standards Authority of Ireland A Chairperson and a Board member have been selected to be 

reappointed to the NSAI. NSAI have 3 remaining vacancies. 
One of which is a Departmental nominee.

Science Foundation Ireland At present there are no vacancies on the SFI Board though 
three vacancies shall arise in late July 2013 and these are 
now advertised on the Public Appointments Service website 
at www.publicjobs.ie.

Shannon Development Shannon Development has 1 Board vacancy.
Health and Safety Authority The HSA has no vacancies at present.
Irish Auditing and Accountancy Supervisory 
Authority

IAASA currently have no vacancies.

Personal Injuries Assessment Board PIAB currently has no vacancies.
Competition  Authority The Competition Authority has no vacancies.
Intertrade Ireland There is 1 vacancy since 21st May 2013.
National Consumer Agency The NCA has 2 Vacancies since 1st May 2013.

11/06/2013WRS02350IDA Supports

11/06/2013WRS02400357. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
total amount of Industrial Development Agency funding that was granted to a company (details 
supplied) in County Waterford for each of the years that it was located in the specified business 
park; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26663/13]

11/06/2013WRS02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The com-
pany received one grant approval from IDA Ireland and was paid a total of €830,000. This 
was paid over four years as follows, 2006 - €510,000; 2007 - €40,000; 2008 - €230,000; 
and 2009 - €50,000. The company currently employs 55 people at its hedge fund services 
centre in Waterford City. It established operations in Ireland in 1965 and now has its Eu-
ropean headquarters in Dublin, where it employs approximately 2,300 people at its offices 
in the IFSC. Unfortunately the company recently announced its plans to close its Water-
ford office in November 2013 with the loss of those 55 jobs. The company took the deci-
sion due to a combination of challenges in the marketplace for its Hedge Fund business. IDA 
Ireland has, however, been working with company management on the possibility of other 
business opportunities for the Waterford-based employees. These efforts are on-going.



Questions - Written Answers

257

11/06/2013WRS02550Companies Law Issues

11/06/2013WRS02600358. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the impact of the Companies Bill 2012 on companies that are currently Irish regis-
tered non-resident companies.  [26887/13]

11/06/2013WRS02700359. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the impact of the Companies Bill 2012 with regard to the number and residency re-
quirements of directors in Irish registered non-residential companies.  [26888/13]

11/06/2013WRS02800360. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the impact of the Companies Bill 2012 with regard to the requirement to carry out 
activity in the State on Irish registered non-residential companies.  [26889/13]

11/06/2013WRS02900361. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline the residency requirements for companies under the proposed Companies Bill 
2012. [26890/13]

11/06/2013WRS03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 358 to 361, inclusive, together.

As set out in my reply to the Deputy on 30 May 2013, measures were taken in response to 
concerns in the 1990s regarding Irish Registered Non-resident companies. These measures are 
contained at sections 42 to 51, inclusive, of the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1999 as 
amended. As a precondition of incorporation, every application for registration is required to 
demonstrate that the proposed company intends to carry on an activity in the State. Every com-
pany registered in the State was required to maintain an Irish resident director or a bond to the 
value of €25,394.76. The Irish resident director requirement was subsequently changed under 
the Companies (Amendment) Act 2009 to a requirement for a director resident in the European 
Economic Area. The requirement for either a bond or an EEA resident director does not apply if 
the company obtains from the Registrar of Companies a certificate that the company has a real 
and continuous link with one or more economic activities in the State. The company concerned 
must provide proof of such a link. A statement from the Revenue Commissioners that it has rea-
sonable grounds to believe that the company has such a link is deemed proof of a link under the 
Act. The number of directorships which could be held by one person was limited to 25 (subject 
to certain exemptions). The 1999 Act contained enhanced strike-off provisions and enhanced 
notification to the CRO where directors have resigned.

With regard to residency requirements, all companies incorporated in the State are regarded 
as resident in the State for tax purposes, unless they fall under specific exemptions in tax law. 
Policy responsibility for tax issues rests with my colleague the Minister for Finance. I have no 
direct function for such matters. In relation to residency requirements for directors, specific 
residency rules are prescribed by section 44 of the Companies (Amendment) (No.2) Act, 1999 
as amended. These residency rules largely mirror the residency provisions of section 819 of the 
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. A person is considered resident if he or she has been present for 
an aggregate of at least 183 days or more in any 12 month period. The Act also provides that 
he or she can be resident for an aggregate of 280 days over two 12 month periods, subject to 
certain qualifications.  The Companies Bill 2012 contains similar provisions to sections 42 to 
51, inclusive, of the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1999 as amended.

11/06/2013WRT00250Enterprise Ireland Expenditure
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11/06/2013WRT00300362. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
cost of Enterprise Ireland spending on promoting the English language sector in 2010, 2011 and 
2012; if he will provide a detailed breakdown of that spending; the range of initiatives, includ-
ing direct marketing campaigns to raise awareness of Ireland as an education destination, taken 
in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26861/13]

11/06/2013WRT00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The promo-
tion of the English Language Sector is the responsibility of Fáilte Ireland and does not come 
within the remit of Enterprise Ireland (EI).  EI is however responsible for the promotion of Ire-
land’s Higher Education Sector in overseas markets.  Higher Education is defined as qualifica-
tions from Level 7 to Level 10 under the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ).  Under 
the NFQ, English language qualifications do not qualify as Higher Education qualifications. 

The Higher Education Sector comprises Universities, Institutes of Technology and Private 
Colleges offering HETAC (Higher Education Training Awards Council) approved degrees.  EI 
support is restricted to Higher Education Institutions that are trading internationally.  The po-
tential supports are restricted to soft supports and capability supports such as management 
development group programmes, training and feasibility studies.     

In Ireland’s International Education Strategy 2010-2015 for the Internationalisation of the 
Higher Education Sector, published in September 2010, it was agreed that an International 
Marketing Fund be established and used to promote Ireland as a location of Higher Education 
through the “Education in Ireland” Brand.  Enterprise Ireland manages the Fund and income is 
sourced from Enterprise Ireland, Department of Education and Skills and the Sector.  Expen-
diture is directed on promotional and marketing campaigns in priority markets of China, US, 
India, Brazil, Gulf States and Malaysia.  Expenditure for 2012 was €442,000.

11/06/2013WRT00450Work Permit Applications

11/06/2013WRT00500363. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion when a work permit will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26955/13]

11/06/2013WRT00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): An applica-
tion in respect of an employment permit for the person named was received in my Department 
on 7th March 2013.  This application was refused on 27th March 2013.  A request to review 
the decision was received within the prescribed timeframe of 21 days and this review will take 
place shortly.

11/06/2013WRT00650Microenterprise Loan Fund Application Numbers

11/06/2013WRT00700364. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of persons in County Longford and County Westmeath who have applied for the mi-
croenterprise loan fund scheme since its establishment in October 2012; the number of those 
applications that were approved; the number of jobs that are being supported by these approved 
loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27448/13]

11/06/2013WRT00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland (MFI) opened for business on Monday 1st October 2012.  A full progress report on the 
operation of the scheme from 1 October 2012 to 31 March 2013 can be found on my Depart-
ment’s website (www.enterprise.gov.ie) and the Microfinance Ireland (MFI) website (www.
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microfinanceireland.ie).  I hope to publish the next MFI progress report by mid-July.  

Detailed below is the latest set of data sought by the Deputy for Co. Longford and Co. 
Westmeath.

As of 5th June

County Received Approved Declined Withdrawn Jobs Supported
Longford 2 0 2 0 0
Westmeath 6 3 2 1 5

11/06/2013WRT00850EU Directives

11/06/2013WRT00900365. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the work 
his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a 
potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27477/13]

11/06/2013WRT01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment ensures that a high profile is given to ensuring that a good performance on the transposi-
tion of Directives is maintained. Within the Department transposition is monitored on a regular 
basis.

A total of 7 Directives require to be transposed by my Department up to the end of May 
2015.  One Directive is recently overdue since 11th May 2013, Directive 2010/32/EU on imple-
menting the Framework agreement on prevention from sharp injuries in the hospital and health 
care sector.  A number of issues arose late in the legal settlement process and further engage-
ment was required on a technical matter with the Commission which meant that the transposi-
tion deadline for this Directive could not be met.  It is hoped to be in a position to complete the 
transposition of this Directive at an early date.   

A full list of the Directives to be transposed and the current position in respect of their trans-
position is provided in the table below.  This table can also be accessed on my Department’s 
website at www.djei.ie   

Directives to be Transposed in 2013 (Four)

Description of Directive Deadline for Transposition Current position Means of Transposition
1. Directive 2010/32/
EU implementing the 
Framework Agreement 
on prevention from sharp 
injuries in the hospital and 
healthcare sector concluded 
by HOSPEEM and EPSU.

11/05/2013

Section: 
HSA Liaison

Overdue
A number of issues arose late 
in the legal settlement process 
and further engagement with 
the Commission was required 
on a technical matter which 
meant that the transposition 
deadline for this Directive 
could not be met. It is hoped 
to be in a position to complete 
the transposition of this Direc-
tive at an early date.

Transposition will be 
by means of a Statutory 
Instrument.
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Description of Directive Deadline for Transposition Current position Means of Transposition
2. Directive 2004/40/EC 
(as amended by 2008/46/
EC) amendment on the 
minimum health and safety 
requirements regarding the 
exposure of workers to the 
risks arising from physical 
agents (electromagnetic 
fields).

31/10/2013

Section:
HSA Liaison

Drafting has not yet com-
menced as an alternative Di-
rective is now being finalised 
which will mean that the 
Directive due for transposition 
by 31/10/2013 will now be 
superseded.

Not applicable as will be 
superseded by an alterna-
tive Directive.

3. Directive 2011/77/EU 
on the term of protection 
of copyright and certain 
related rights.

01/11/2013

Section:
Intellectual Property Unit

Formal drafting of a legisla-
tive instrument by the Office 
of the Parliamentary Counsel 
is in progress

Transposition will be 
by means of a Statutory 
Instrument.

4. Directive 2011/83/EU on 
Consumer Rights.

13/12/2013

Section: 
Competition & Consumer

Initial work on drafting has 
commenced. A Public consul-
tation paper was placed on the 
Department’s website on 16th 
May 2013.

Transposition will be 
by means of a Statutory 
Instrument.

Directives to be transposed in 2014 (Two)

Description of Directive Deadline for Transposition Current position Means of Transposition
5. Directive 2012/28/EU 
on certain permitted use of 
orphan works

29/10/2014

Section:
Intellectual Property Unit

Preparatory work is in hand. A decision on the manner of 
transposition has not yet been 
taken.

6. Directive 2013/10/EU 
amending the aerosol direc-
tive

19/03/2014

Section: 
Competition & Consumer

Work will commence in 
Quarter 3 2013.

Transposition will be by 
means of a Statutory Instru-
ment.

 Directives to be transposed in 2015 (One)

Description of Directive Deadline for Transposition Current position Means of Transposition
7. Directive 2012/18/EU 
on the control of major-
accident hazards involving 
dangerous substances

31/05/2015, although one aspect 
has an earlier date of 14/2/2014

Section: 
Chemical Regulation Policy Unit

Drafting has not yet com-
menced.

It is intended that transpo-
sition will be by means of 
a Statutory Instrument

11/06/2013WRT01050EU Directives

11/06/2013WRT01100366. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if EU 
Directive 2010/32/EU, on the prevention of sharp injuries has been transposed into law; and if 
not, the timeframe for transposition; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27601/13]

11/06/2013WRT01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Draft trans-
posing Regulations to bring the “Sharps” Directive into force in Irish legislation have been 
prepared by my Department in conjunction with the Health & Safety Authority (HSA) and the 
Office of the Parliamentary Counsel (OPC).  However, in considering the Draft Regulations, a 
number of issues arose and two issues remain outstanding.  These are currently being responded 
to by my Department, together with the HSA, before revised text proposals can be submitted 
to the OPC for legal settlement.  As the 11 May 2013 transposition deadline has passed, the 
European Commission has been notified of the position.  
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My Department hopes to have revised Draft Regulations available for consideration for the 
OPC shortly with a view to their introduction at an early date.

Notwithstanding that the “Sharps” Directive itself has yet to be transposed through national 
Regulations, the duties to maintain a safe and healthy workplace under the Safety Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated regulations still obtain.

11/06/2013WRT01250Departmental Agencies Reports

11/06/2013WRT01300367. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he has 
received the National Consumer Agency 2012 annual report; when he expects the report to be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27623/13]

11/06/2013WRT01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Consumer 
Protection Act 2007 requires the National Consumer Agency no later than 6 months after the 
end of each financial year to make a report in writing to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation of its activities during the year.  The Act further provides that before the report is 
published, the Minister shall as soon as practicable after receiving the annual report cause to 
have copies of it to be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  I wish to advise the Deputy that 
I recently received the Agency’s 2012 annual report, which I intend to bring to the attention of 
the Government shortly.  The report will then be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  This 
will allow the report to be published by the Agency, which I understand it intends to do as soon 
as possible thereafter.

11/06/2013WRT01450World Trade Negotiations

11/06/2013WRT01500368. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation re-
garding Ireland’s position at the World Trade Organisation based in Geneva, Switzerland, if 
Ireland’s position as a full member of the WTO is ever different to that of the European Union, 
which is also a full member of the WTO, bearing in mind that Ireland is a member state of the 
EU; the steps that will be taken within the WTO if the position of Ireland and the EU ever dif-
fers; his views on whether both a member state of the EU such as Ireland and the EU itself, both 
being full members of the WTO is beneficial; his views on whether both member states and the 
EU itself being members of the WTO, dual representation, could be a model to be replicated by 
the EU at the United Nations in New York for the General Assembly where it does not enjoy 
full status; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27633/13]

11/06/2013WRT01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  Both the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and the 27 EU Member States are members of the WTO.  The European 
Commission negotiates at the WTO on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 
when authorised by the Council. 

In doing so, the Commission seeks to reconcile EU Member States’ interests and priori-
ties with WTO partners’ requests by aiming to secure a consensus among the Member States. 
Ireland’s position with regard to WTO matters is represented within this consensus. Ireland’s 
informed position is formulated by drawing on its full participation in the WTO and its support-
ing structures.

When the EU negotiates an agreement at the WTO, it does so on the basis of a formal au-
thorisation of the Council.  The Commission actively consults with Member States in the Coun-
cil throughout WTO negotiations and will take the Council’s position into account to achieve 
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an outcome beneficial to Member States.  The Commission also requires the formal agreement 
of Council in order to conclude any WTO related agreement.

My understanding is that the rules for Membership of the WTO and the United Nations are 
different. The UN Charter provides the rules for membership of the United Nations.  The Euro-
pean Union is not a Member State under the terms of the UN Charter. The EU gained enhanced 
observer status in May 2011.  This allows the EU through the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) the right to speak among representatives of major groups.  European Union Member 
States coordinate closely to advance common EU positions at the United Nations.

11/06/2013WRT01650Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

11/06/2013WRT01700369. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if any consideration has been given by him to the idea of a small business Saturday which has 
been running in the United States since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27775/13]

11/06/2013WRT01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I would like to 
thank the Deputy for bringing this campaign to my attention.  In 2010 American Express cre-
ated the Small Business Saturday movement to encourage people to shop at their local business 
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 

To reach as many people as possible, American Express made Facebook the hub of its 
marketing efforts for the initiative. Both multinationals have promoted this initiative through 
incentivised measures for participants such as free advertising on Facebook or free credit from 
American Express when dealing with participating merchants.

The Deputy will be aware that a similar initiative, Fiver Friday, is already underway in 
Ireland. This campaign was established by an Irish entrepreneur, Mark Beggs, with the aim 
of promoting and supporting local Irish businesses. This campaign encourages consumers to 
spend just five euros locally in order to support local enterprises and jobs. The Fiver Friday has 
also utilised social media networks such as Facebook to garner support across Ireland. 

While the campaign in the United States has been established and promoted by two multi-
nationals, the Irish campaign is the result of small scale private enterprise coming together to 
stimulate and protect small businesses in their local economy. It is clear that both campaigns 
have been very successful in their objective to stimulate and promote small business in their lo-
cal economies. Such initiatives are of course very welcome and are valuable tools in continuing 
efforts to reinvigorate economies across the globe.

11/06/2013WRT01850Work Permit Applications

11/06/2013WRT01900370. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an update on the status of a work permit application submitted by a person (details 
supplied); the timeframe within which he expects the application to be fully processed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27800/13]

11/06/2013WRT02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A work permit 
application has been received in respect of this person on 13th May 2013.  I understand that a 
decision will made in the coming days in relation to this case.
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11/06/2013WRT02050EU Presidency Issues

11/06/2013WRT02100371. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his po-
sition on the proposal for fuller country by country reporting for all large European countries 
which will expand on the recent agreement on the EU accounting and transparency directives; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27896/13]

11/06/2013WRT02200372. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
use Ireland’s Presidency of the EU to ensure that fuller country by country reporting for all Eu-
ropean countries is followed through on; the form this fuller reporting will take; the way it will 
be monitored and regulated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27897/13]

11/06/2013WRT02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 371 and 372 together.

In the event that the European Commission were to adopt a legislative proposal for an EU 
measure of the kind referred to by the Deputy, with an appropriate legal basis and supported by 
an impact assessment, the relevant Irish Authorities would deal with such a draft measure in the 
same manner as all other such Commission proposals.  As the Deputy will be aware the right of 
initiative for EU legislative measures resides with the EU Commission.

11/06/2013WRT02350Enterprise Support Schemes

11/06/2013WRT02400373. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there is 
any start up support scheme available to a person to lease a public house business; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27917/13]

11/06/2013WRT02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Anyone inter-
ested in starting their own business should in the first instance contact their local County and 
City Enterprise Board (CEB).  The CEBs support the indigenous micro-enterprise sector in the 
start-up and expansion phases and stimulate enterprise potential at local level. They are the first 
port of call in terms of advice, direction, training and grant support for anyone who wishes to 
start a business.  Contact details for the CEBs are available on www.enterpriseboards.ie. 

The Boards are required to give priority to enterprises in the manufacturing or internation-
ally traded services sector, which over time can develop into strong export entities and graduate 
to the Enterprise Ireland portfolio.  Public Houses are ineligible for financial support from the 
CEBs as it is considered that these generally give rise to concerns over displacement (where the 
projects simply displace business from other players in the market). 

However a project promoter might be able to avail of non-financial assistance in the form of 
a wide range of business advice and information services, management capability training and 
development programmes, e-Commerce training initiatives etc.  Training courses include such 
topics as start-your-own-business, taxation for beginners, internet marketing, ideas generation 
and negotiation skills. 

In addition, Microfinance Ireland provides support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 
available to start-up, newly established or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 
people with viable business propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria ap-
plied by the banks.  The Fund has a significant entrepreneurship focus and is open to anyone 
with a viable business proposal.  Applications for the Microfinance Fund should be channelled 
through the local CEB.
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11/06/2013WRT02550Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRT02600374. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy in relation 
to assisting those with autism and or autistic spectrum disorders to access employment op-
portunities, particularly in the context of announcements by various multinational companies 
regarding ASD persons and their intention to target the ASD community for these jobs; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [26770/13]

11/06/2013WRT02700406. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social Protection the services her De-
partment provides that take account of the needs of the autistic community; and if she is con-
sidering modifying criteria for benefits to take account of the needs of those with autism and or 
autistic spectrum disorders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26769/13]

11/06/2013WRT02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
374 and 406 together.

My Department provides a range of income and employment supports for people with dis-
abilities including those with autism. The disability allowance (DA) represents an important 
income support to people who are unfit for work.  Also, domiciliary care allowance (DCA) rep-
resents a very important support to parents and guardians who live with, and care for, children 
with a disability.

However, eligibility on medical conditions, for any illness-related benefit/allowance will 
depend on the severity and expected duration of the condition, and in the case of carers the care 
requirements.  All applications are assessed on a claim-by-claim basis.

In regard to employment support, the Department’s supported employment programme op-
erated under the “EmployAbility” banner provides the services of a job-coach for those wishing 
to take up employment opportunities.  Other relevant supports would include the wage subsidy 
scheme and the work equipment adaptation grant.  I encourage private sector employers to 
avail of these supports to increase the participation rates of people with disabilities in the labour 
market.

11/06/2013WRT02850Divorce Process

11/06/2013WRT02900375. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason there is no 
divorce register in operation despite the fact that such a register was obligated in the Divorce 
Act 1996. [26690/13]

11/06/2013WRT03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Part 7 of the Civil Registration Act 
2004 makes provision for the establishment of a register of decrees of divorce and a register of 
decrees of nullity.  However, the provisions of Part 7 have yet to be commenced.

The system of civil registration in Ireland has been extensively modernised in the last de-
cade or so and, as part of the modernisation programme, the majority of all records have been 
computerised.  Priority within this programme of work has been given to the registers of births, 
deaths and marriages due to the extent of public demand for certificates and other information 
from these registers. 

Part 7 of the Civil Registration Act provides that entries in both registers will be the respon-
sibility of officers of the Courts Service.  This would require that both registers would have to 
be electronic, the design and maintenance of this has resource implications.  
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In the light of these considerations, there are no plans to commence these provisions in the 
immediate future but the matter will be examined again when circumstances permit.

11/06/2013WRT03050Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2013WRT03100376. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the criteria used to abolish the book allowance grant for students eligible for the back to educa-
tion allowance; and if she will outline what alternative grants are available that BTEA students 
could apply for (details supplied). [27511/13]

11/06/2013WRT03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The numbers availing of BTEA 
and the associated cost of the scheme has risen dramatically in recent years.  Numbers for the 
current 2012/13 academic year at the end of December 2012 was 25,961 which represents a 
220% increase on the 2006/07 numbers.  The provisional outturn in 2012 is €199.56m.  Expen-
diture on the scheme has followed an increasing trend rising from just over €64m in 2007 to 
almost €200m in 2012, an increase of 212%.

The BTEA scheme remains an attractive scheme for social welfare recipients who wish to 
further their education and is comparable with other State funded supports for those pursuing 
education.  A significant majority of those entering the scheme are in receipt of the maximum 
personal weekly rate of payment of €188 per week and, in addition, increases for qualified 
adults and children may also be payable.  These rates of payments were fully protected in the 
last two Budgets. 

The Deputy should note the Student Grant payable by the Department of Education and 
Skills represents the primary support for persons pursuing education.  Students who qualify for 
the BTEA may be considered for support for the student contribution under the student grant 
scheme provided they satisfy the conditions of the relevant Student Grant scheme and Student 
Support regulations including those relating to approved course, residence, means, nationality 
and previous academic attainment.  Students should apply to Student Universal Support Ireland 
to have their eligibility for a grant towards the student contribution assessed.

Other supports available to students include the Student Assistance Fund which will con-
tinue to be made available through the access offices of third-level institutions to assist students 
in exceptional financial need.  Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended.  The Access Officers themselves will also continue to pro-
vide support and advice to students to enable them to continue with their studies.  Also the Fund 
for Students with Disabilities provides funding to both further and higher education institutions 
for the provision of services and supports for full-time students with disabilities.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education.  Further information on this 
tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners.

11/06/2013WRT03250Education and Training Provision

11/06/2013WRT03300377. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the 
criteria used in establishing the suitability of candidates for inclusion on Momentum programme 
courses; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27095/13]

11/06/2013WRT03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Momentum initiative pro-
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vides free education and training opportunities for up to 6,500 long-term unemployed jobseek-
ers.  The initiative is administered by FÁS and funded by the Department of Education & Skills 
through the National Training Fund (NTF) and co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF).  
In line with the commitments given in Pathways to Work, eligibility for the Momentum initia-
tive is targeted at the long term unemployed.  In determining a jobseeker’s eligibility and suit-
ability for a Momentum course, Departmental Case Officers and Local Employment Service 
Mediators must establish that the jobseekers:

- meets the required qualifying period on the Live Register of 12 months (312 claim days) 
or longer,  and

- is in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance/benefit payment or credited contributions for 12 
months or longer, and

- is actively seeking work.

In addition, the jobseeker will be required to meet the advertised course entry requirements/
criteria and the candidate profiles as set by training providers.  Aptitude testing by providers or 
other special course entry requirements may apply (including Garda Vetting).

11/06/2013WRU00150Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRU00200378. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare does not qualify for the treatment benefit scheme. [27110/13]

11/06/2013WRU00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The contribution records of both 
the person concerned and her husband, indicate that neither satisfy the PRSI contribution condi-
tions required to qualify under the treatment benefit scheme.  In order to qualify as a dependant 
spouse, her husband would have had to have contributions either paid or credited in 1993/1994 
or 1997/1998 or 1998/1999. As he has no paid reckonable contributions in these years, he 
cannot qualify under the terms of the treatment benefit scheme and consequently she does not 
qualify for treatment benefit.

11/06/2013WRU00350Social Insurance Yield

11/06/2013WRU00400379. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will set out in 
tabular form the income and expenditure to or from the social insurance for each of the past five 
years, the breakdown of income between the classes of PRSI contribution; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27121/13]

11/06/2013WRU00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following table sets out the 
details of the income and expenditure to or from the social insurance fund for each of the past 
five years as requested by the Deputy.  The breakdown of income between the classes of PRSI 
contributions is not available.  The Deputy should note that the figures provided for 2012 are 
provisional.

SIF INCOME & 
EXPENDITURE

 -  -  -  - PROVISIONAL

 - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Income from Contri-
butions

7,984,182,119.12 7,164,605,625.07 6,708,018,027.40 7,541,737,160.66 6,772,665,414.64
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SIF INCOME & 
EXPENDITURE

 -  -  -  - PROVISIONAL

 - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Income from Invest-
ments

160,209,357.39 132,976,717.32 1,643,797.37 2,127,295.31 623,971.89

Rent 19,046.08 19,046.08 19,046.08 19,046.08 19,046.08

Reciprocal Arrange-
ments

0.00 0.00 190,326.84

TOTAL RECEIPTS 8,144,410,522.59 7,297,601,388.47 6,709,680,870.85 7,543,883,502.05 6,773,498,759.45

EXPENDITURE

Illness Benefit 852,305,436.44 919,783,138.62 942,570,836.17 875,548,749.10 773,132,186.59

Invalidity Pension 685,717,407.96 681,642,253.62 639,993,558.92 606,502,234.27 603,914,753.57

Partial Capacity 
Benefit

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,107,112.84

Occupational Injuries 
Benefits

112,011,443.78 112,335,664.33 104,844,376.62 102,261,167.59 100,151,447.75

Maternity Benefit 315,877,855.98 331,288,974.57 323,938,363.04 309,140,618.48 303,194,298.46

Health & Safety 
Benefit

575,915.66 618,801.62 587,516.73 642,975.53 518,276.39

Adoptive Benefit 1,644,317.87 1,247,036.61 890,537.06 1,075,012.49 465,239.53

Treatment Benefits 97,124,024.72 100,178,283.04 51,472,551.94 23,039,771.63 18,986,264.25

State (Con) Pension 3,117,855,219.39 3,367,733,203.31 3,451,503,485.15 3,622,746,259.03 3,800,447,826.43

State Pension (Transi-
tion)

92,088,658.77 104,976,088.09 108,193,926.87 132,395,789.58 146,467,965.42

Jobseeker’s Benefit 928,843,826.42 1,733,816,095.10 1,285,437,944.57 926,900,143.15 735,572,792.34

Widows’, Widowers’ 
(Con) Payment

1,298,973,546.57 1,353,391,144.69 1,335,584,385.48 1,337,864,644.82 1,342,189,002.27

Guardians Payment 14,372,705.39 11,510,125.36 11,462,058.14 11,416,097.04 10,762,499.16

Widowed Parent 
Grant

5,542,651.98 5,616,382.72 6,455,109.22 6,228,474.00 5,967,539.48

Deserted Wifes 
Benefit

104,617,829.98 100,129,969.07 93,387,062.71 85,827,665.90 83,536,463.86

Carer’s Benefit 33,665,509.40 30,203,776.92 26,288,064.98 24,474,338.85 24,453,438.23

Bereavement Grant 17,850,596.93 18,889,285.18 18,291,528.66 19,436,293.20 19,754,930.71

Free Schemes (Insur-
ance)

260,562,306.67 279,038,685.90 288,852,111.86 311,574,900.57 291,654,899.04

Redundancy & Insol-
vency Payments

202,264,915.11 350,398,438.30 490,304,232.34 326,183,964.24 317,577,941.43

Equal Treatment 0.00 0.00 133.50 0.00 0.00

TOTAL SIF 
SCHEMES

8,141,894,169.02 9,502,797,347.05 9,180,057,783.96 8,723,259,099.47 8,580,854,877.75

SIF administration 
expenses

257,780,389.21 281,427,712.06 280,776,650.31 280,986,527.23 276,653,082.53

TOTAL EXPENDI-
TURE

8,399,674,558.23 9,784,225,059.11 9,460,834,434.27 9,004,245,626.70 8,857,507,960.28

OVERALL SIF POSI-
TION

SIF Income 8,144,410,522.59 7,297,601,388.47 6,709,680,870.85 7,543,883,502.05 6,773,498,759.45

SIF Expenditure 8,399,674,558.23 9,784,225,059.11 9,460,834,434.27 9,004,245,626.70 8,857,507,960.28

Excess of Income over 
Expenditure

(255,264,035.64) (2,486,623,670.64) (2,751,153,563.42) (1,460,362,124.65) (2,084,009,200.83)

11/06/2013WRU00550Social Insurance Fund Deficit

11/06/2013WRU00600380. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected deficit on 
the social insurance fund in 2013; her plans for closing the deficit; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27122/13]

11/06/2013WRU00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Insurance Fund “SIF” 
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is a pay-as-you-go social insurance scheme that is financed by contributions from employees, 
employers, the self-employed and by a contribution or ‘subvention’ from the Exchequer when 
the cost of the benefits paid from the Fund exceeds the contribution income.  The Exchequer is 
the residual financier of the Fund and such subventions were the norm for over 40 years.  For 
example, in 1967, the State contribution was 38% of SIF expenditure and almost 29% in 1985.

From 1997 to 2007 inclusive, social insurance income exceeded Fund expenditure.  In 2008, 
the current operating balance of the SIF moved into deficit with expenditure exceeding income 
by €255m.  This deficit accelerated in 2009 when it reached €2.49 billion and further rose to 
€2.75 billion in 2010.  In addition, the surplus carried forward from previous years was elimi-
nated during 2010, giving rise to the need for Exchequer subvention for the first time since 
1996.  The Provisional Outturn for 2013 provides for a deficit of nearly €1.5 billion.  

I have already indicated my concern about the deficit in the SIF.  One of my key goals is to 
reform the system of social protection and to put it on a sounder financial footing for the future.  
Measures taken in recent Budgets have started the process of addressing the SIF deficit through 
reductions in expenditure on social insurance benefits or through implementation of measures 
to increase income to the Fund. 

In Budget 2013, the Minister for Finance indicated that the income base on which PRSI is 
charged will be broadened.  The exemption from PRSI on earned and unearned self-employed 
income of modified rate employees who pay PRSI at Classes B, C and D (a minority of the civil 
and public sector), is being abolished this year.  The exemption from PRSI applying to self-em-
ployed unearned income of employees (all Classes) and those with occupational pensions under 
66 years, which is available where they have unearned   income only, will be abolished in 2014. 

The payment of PRSI at 4% as a result of the abolition of these exemptions will not provide 
entitlement to social insurance benefits.  These measures are estimated to yield €32m additional 
income for the Social Insurance Fund in a full year. 

Any further proposals to address the sustainability of the Fund will have to be considered 
in a budgetary context.

11/06/2013WRU00750State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

11/06/2013WRU00800381. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will make 
a comprehensive statement regarding the new rule where 520 contributions are required for the 
contributory pension; if where there is a discrepancy in the number of stamps, for example 500, 
if any discretion may be used; if her attention has been drawn to instances whereby people are 
not checking their stamps until they are in retirement whereby it transpires they come up short; 
if her Department is able to raise awareness among people to check their contributions more 
regularly; if her attention has been drawn to any confusion and inconvenience the issue is caus-
ing; if there is a helpline available to assist persons affected by the issue; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27137/13]

11/06/2013WRU00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able asset and it is important, for sustainability reasons, that those who receive it have made a 
significant contribution towards it during a working life. 

In order to qualify for a State pension contributory, a person must satisfy a number of quali-
fying conditions which include:

- commencing insurable employment at least 10 years before pension age;
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- a minimum of 520 qualifying contributions and

- achieving a yearly average of at least 10 qualifying contributions, paid or credited,  over 
their working life.  

In April 2012, the qualifying conditions for State pension increased from 260 paid PRSI 
contributions  to 520 paid contributions. This provision was provided for a number of years in 
advance and is contained in the Social Welfare Act, 1997.   

The change to the number of contributions required to qualify for a State pension has fea-
tured in all of the Department’s relevant communications, information leaflets, booklets and on 
the Department’s website since 1997.

My Department has also taken a number of actions to increase awareness of changes to the 
State pension, including the increase in the contribution requirements, and to assist customers 
determine their entitlements:

- An information pack relating to a number of changes to State pension was published in 
March 2012 and circulated widely to the various representative groups and to all members of 
the Oireachtas;

- Presentations on the introduction of these changes were also made at the Department’s 
regular briefings with customer representative groups and to members of the public over the 
course of the year;

- A Frequently Asked Questions document on the qualifying conditions for State pension 
(contributory) has been published on the website. This document is also designed to help people 
work out their entitlement and is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Qualifying-for-
State-Pension-Contributory.aspx   

It is open to anyone to contact to request a copy of their contribution record in order to as-
sess their pension entitlement and request assistance in a number of ways, if needed. Questions 
about eligibility can be made by phone, or locally at a customer’s local Intreo Centre, social 
welfare office or Citizens Information Centre. Queries can also be made using the online en-
quiry form available on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie or may be sent in writing to 
Social Welfare Services, College Road, Sligo.

In addition my Department provides a general information telephone service on LoCall 
1890 66 22 44 where people can get information on the wide range of schemes and services 
operated by the Department.

For those who are unable to meet the 520 criteria, the means-tested State pension (non-
contributory) may be available to people on low incomes who have not paid sufficient PRSI 
contributions to qualify for the contributory pension.

11/06/2013WRU00950Farm Assist Scheme Statistics

11/06/2013WRU01000382. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the total 
number of farmers who are in receipt of farm assist payments; the corresponding figures for the 
same period in 2012; the number of recipients whose farm assist payment has been decreased 
since 1 January 2013; the total value of farm assist payments paid to farmers in the months 
January-April 2013; and the corresponding figures for the same period in 2012. [27124/13]

11/06/2013WRU01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total number of farmers who 
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were in receipt of a farm assist payment at the end of April 2013 was 10,867 which compares 
to 11,158 at the same date in 2012.  With regard to the number of recipients whose farm assist 
payment has been decreased since 1 January 2013; the total value of farm assist payments paid 
to farmers in the months January-April 2013 and the corresponding figures for the same period 
in 2012 this information is not collated by my Department.

I am however informed that at the 1st of January 2013 the average farm assist payment was 
€186.00 as compared to an average payment of €184.40 at the end of April 2013.  The corre-
sponding payment average for April 2012 was €191.80.

11/06/2013WRU01150Public Services Card

11/06/2013WRU01200383. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected cost of the 
full roll-out of the public services card, the way this has varied since the project was initiated, 
the number of PSCs issued to date, the projected number to be issued in 2013, the schemes that 
will be prioritised in the roll-out; the date for completion of the scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.   [27132/13]

11/06/2013WRU01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion has developed, in conjunction with a number of other Government Departments, a rules 
based standard for establishing and authenticating an individual’s identity for the purposes of 
access to public services.

This programme of work, which is known as Standard Authentication Framework Environ-
ment, or SAFE for short, also provided for the introduction of a Public Services Card (PSC) 
to enable individuals to gain access to public services more efficiently and with a minimum of 
duplication of effort, while at the same time preserving their privacy to the maximum extent 
possible.

There are 4 main sub-programmes to the PSC Project:

1. PSC design and delivery: The projects to design, develop and deliver the PSC along with 
the capability to issue, interact with, manage and provide customer support for the card,

2. SAFE Registration development:  The projects to develop and deliver the SAFE reg-
istration business processes and the ICT systems within the Department to support them and 
generate PSC requests,

3. DSP Deployment: The projects to deploy the functionality in the Department’s offices, 
register clients and issue cards to them, and

4. Future use: Projects to oversee the future development and use of the PSC and its infra-
structure, including possible use for on-line and financial services both internally and in other 
public service bodies.

The first two programmes of work are complete with respect to the standard PSC.  The De-
partment is also engaged in a project to produce a Free Travel variant of the PSC compatible 
with the Department of Transport’s Integrated Ticketing System as well as a variant suitable for 
issue to juveniles.  The projected cost of these programmes was some €24M (VAT excl.)  There 
is no reason to believe that these estimates will be exceeded.

With regard to the third programme - DSP deployment: In Spring 2012, following a pilot 
deployment of registration, sanction was received from the Department of Public Expenditure 
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and Reform for 150 additional temporary staff to support customer registration and card roll-
out. From that time, sourcing of these additional staff began and volume production of standard 
PSCs commenced in July 2012.  The estimated cost associated with these staff in terms of sala-
ries and training over the lifetime of the project is €10.9M. 

Since then, the accelerated roll-out of SAFE Registration functionality across the country 
has continued.  The Department has deployed two methods for SAFE registration - a ‘reduced 
process’ utilising data from other State agencies (e.g. data provided in the context of a Passport 
application) and a ‘face to face’ process involving personal attendance at a DSP Office.  

To date, almost 240,000 PSCs have been issued.  These cards have been issued, in the main, 
to people in receipt of Jobseekers payments and One Parent Family Payments from the Depart-
ment and to applicants for Personal Public Service numbers.  The projected number of cards 
to issue in 2013 is 600,000.  The number of PSCs to be produced from 2013 onwards will be 
significantly increased.  SAFE registration will be expanded to encompass all Departmental 
scheme customers as well as customers of other public sector organisations and across the gen-
eral population of Ireland.  In that context the Department is engaged with a number of other 
Public Service bodies about the use of the SAFE/PSC infrastructure in the delivery of services.  
The initial Public Services Card Roll Out project has a completion date of 31st December 2016.

11/06/2013WRU01350Job Initiatives

11/06/2013WRU01400384. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
consider measures to encourage and incentivise unemployed persons in this State to avail of 
employment opportunities across the Border in Northern Ireland by allowing them to retain 
their jobseeker’s payment for the duration of any unpaid lying weeks they may have to serve 
and by subsidising them for the difference between the minimum wage in this State and North-
ern Ireland.  [27102/13]

11/06/2013WRU01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Minister currently has no 
plans to consider any such measures.

11/06/2013WRU01750Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRU01800385. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason it is 
necessary to stop a person’s rent allowance when there is an existing contract with the landlord 
and the property they are living in has gone into receivership and the receiver has taken over 
this property; the reason rent allowance ceased immediately; and the reason there is such a huge 
delay in processing the new rent allowance application that has been submitted as this is caus-
ing undue hardship.  [27103/13]

11/06/2013WRU01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source. Currently, there are approximately 
86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million 
for 2013. Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement, the Department’s rela-
tionship is with the tenant. Rent supplement is specifically for the benefit of tenants to assist 
them with their accommodation needs. There is no direct relationship between the landlord 
and the Department in the administration of the scheme.   For rent supplement the approach to 
tenancies where the landlord has entered receivership is similar to that adopted where a change 
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of landlord takes place.  A new tenancy has been created with the receiver now as landlord, a 
new rent supplement claim is opened and the receiver’s landlord Tax Reference Number or 
Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) are required in order to meet the Department’s legal 
requirements. 

Section 888 of the Taxes Acts places an obligation on the Department to provide the Rev-
enue Commissioners with payment details relating to rent supplement on an annual basis. Sec-
tion 123 of the Finance Act 2007 Act places a further obligation on the Department to request 
a PPSN or Tax Reference Number from a landlord before payment of the supplement is made 
and obliges the landlord to comply with the request.  Section 7 of the Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2010 provides that rent supplement is not payable unless these details are provided. 

The timescale for determining applications for rent supplement is dependent, among other 
things, on the availability of the required information in relation to the receiver.  The provision 
of a prompt service is a major objective for the Department’s staff dealing with rent supplement 
applications and every effort is made to ensure that claims are processed in an efficient manner. 
If the Deputy has concerns in relation to a specific case he can provide the details to the Depart-
ment for follow up.

11/06/2013WRU01950Illness Benefit Appeals

11/06/2013WRU02000386. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for ill-
ness benefit will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27144/13]

11/06/2013WRU02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
13th   May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRU02150Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRU02200387. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
supplementary welfare allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27165/13]

11/06/2013WRU02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has been referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements. 

11/06/2013WRU02350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRU02400388. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue 
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on a carer’s allowance to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27176/13]

11/06/2013WRU02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
27th May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 389 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRU02650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

11/06/2013WRU02700390. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) is receiving their full benefits. [27220/13]

11/06/2013WRU02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is receiving 
jobseeker’s benefit at the full rate of €188 per week. He should contact his Social Welfare Local 
Office or Citizens’ Information Centre whereupon he can discuss any possible further payments 
that he may be entitled to.

11/06/2013WRU02850Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

11/06/2013WRU02900391. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the rules regarding 
social welfare benefits for persons who are forced to retire aged 65 years; and if persons in this 
category have to prove that they are seeking work in order to avail of jobseeker’s benefit or al-
lowance. [27230/13]

11/06/2013WRU03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act, 2011 provides that state pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This will 
begin in 2014 with the abolition of the state pension (transition) thereby standardising state pen-
sion age for all at 66 years.  The state pension age will be further increased to 67 years in 2021 
and to 68 years in 2028.  These changes apply to all fully insured employees.  The main social 
welfare payment available to those who leave employment before pension age is jobseeker’s 
benefit.  It is a fundamental condition of this scheme that a recipient must be available for and 
genuinely seeking full-time work. Persons who qualify for a jobseeker’s benefit who are aged 
between 65 and 66 years are generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they 
reach pensionable age (66 years).

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age.  Increasing longevity and significant improvements in health status mean that 
people can work longer to support themselves in retirement.  Raising State pension age and the 
abolition of the State pension (transition) is a necessary step in ensuring the sustainability of 
pensions into the future.  The recently published OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pen-
sion System confirms that reforms are necessary if we are to continue to put pension provision 
on a sustainable footing given the changes in demographics, the deficit in the Social Insurance 
Fund, and the difficult fiscal situation.
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11/06/2013WRU03050State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

11/06/2013WRU03100392. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of the rate of non-contributory pension in respect of persons (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27233/13]

11/06/2013WRU03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence 
disallowed the appeal of the persons concerned by way of summary decision.  The persons 
concerned have been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRU03250National Internship Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRU03300393. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if an exception may 
be made to the JobBridge scheme for an extension of an internship in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27248/13]

11/06/2013WRU03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s policy position 
with regard to internships in the education sector is that applications for all internships in this 
sector must be made before certain dates in order that the internships are completed by the end 
of the academic year.  Primarily, this is to protect interns, who should not undertake internships 
in circumstances where a high quality, real workplace environment will not be available for a 
prolonged period such as during academic holidays. The Department will however review the 
position in respect of the person referenced in the question. 

  Question No. 394 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRV00250Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

11/06/2013WRV00300395. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any 
discretion for a person to take up a community employment scheme (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27283/13]

11/06/2013WRV00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The eligibility criteria for the com-
munity employment scheme require that the applicant must have been receiving a jobseeker’s 
payment for 12 months at the time of making their application. As the person concerned fin-
ished receiving jobseeker’s payments on 26 March 2013 he does not meet the criteria, and is 
therefore ineligible for the community employment scheme.

11/06/2013WRV00450Community Employment Schemes Places

11/06/2013WRV00500396. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form on a county basis the number of community employment workers that are working 
in community childcare settings. [27303/13]

11/06/2013WRV00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Table 1 below details the number 
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of Community Employment participants on designated childcare places by County in May 
2013.

Table 1: CE participants on designated childcare places by County, May 2013 

County Participants on Designated Childcare Places
Dublin 652
Cork 164
Louth 96
Kerry 92
Westmeath 76
Wexford 71
Sligo 70
Limerick 59
Galway 55
Longford 54
Meath 54
Tipperary North 47
Mayo 37
Monaghan 32
Donegal 31
Cavan 29
Waterford 26
Laois 25
Clare 22
Kildare 22
Carlow 19
Roscommon 16
Leitrim 15
Offaly 14
Wicklow 11
Kilkenny 6
Total 1,795

11/06/2013WRV00650Social Welfare Appeals Status

11/06/2013WRV00700397. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an appeal for rent allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27312/13]

11/06/2013WRV00800398. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27313/13]

11/06/2013WRV00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
397 and 398 together.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the supplementary welfare allow-
ance and jobseeker’s allowance appeals, by the person concerned, were registered in that office 
on 30 May 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, both appeals will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
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summary decision on the appeals based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Min-
ister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRV00950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRV01000399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made in respect of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27316/13]

11/06/2013WRV01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As detailed to you in my response 
of 16 May 2013 (PQ ref. 23598/13) a deciding officer disallowed the application for carer’s 
allowance in this case on the grounds that the person in question failed to disclose her means.  
The person in question was notified on 25 April 2013 of this decision, the reason(s) for it and 
of her right to review or appeal within 21 days.  To date, no appeal has been received by the 
department or by the Social Welfare Appeals Office and the time-limit for such an appeal has 
expired.  It is open to the person in question to submit a new application for carer’s allowance 
and a decision will be made in due course.

11/06/2013WRV01150Personal Public Service Numbers

11/06/2013WRV01200400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when a 
PPS number will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who has 
made their application at their local office and supplied requested information; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27320/13]

11/06/2013WRV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is an asy-
lum seeker and has recently entered direct provision. As a result, a PPS Number has been al-
located to her by the Community Welfare Officer handling her case.

11/06/2013WRV01350Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2013WRV01400401. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an Irish 
person born here will be asked to prove Irish nationality when applying for jobseeker’s allow-
ance or benefit. [27321/13]

11/06/2013WRV01500402. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
that Irish citizens born in the Six Counties and resident in this State are entitled to equal rights 
as any other Irish citizens when applying for jobseeker’s assistance.  [27322/13]

11/06/2013WRV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
401 and 402 together.

A person’s nationality is not a factor in determining entitlement to social welfare payments 
and there is no specific requirement to provide such evidence.  However, evidence of identity 
is always necessary and in this context, a passport is often furnished by customers as proof 
of identity.  Jobseeker’s benefit is a contribution based payment made to workers who have 
involuntarily become unemployed.  Jobseeker’s allowance is a means-tested payment made to 
people who are unemployed and do not qualify for jobseeker’s benefit.  In order to qualify for 
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jobseeker’s allowance a number of conditions must be satisfied by an applicant, including that 
s/he be available for and genuinely seeking work, and that s/he fulfils the habitual residence 
condition.  An Irish citizen born in the six counties who is habitually resident in this State is 
entitled to the same social welfare payments as an Irish citizen born in the 26 counties, provid-
ing the conditions for such payments are met.

11/06/2013WRV01650Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRV01700403. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
receipt of correspondence from a person (details supplied); her views on the delay of over 20 
months for invalidity pension for this applicant in view of her recent comments that no appli-
cant has been awaiting decision for more than a year; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27332/13]

11/06/2013WRV01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2 April 
2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 7 December 2012 and the 
case was referred to an Appeals Officer.  The Appeals Officer having fully considered all the 
available evidence disallowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  
The person concerned was notified of the Appeals Officer decision on 15 February 2013.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  As 
the person concerned has submitted additional evidence, the Appeals Officer has agreed to set 
aside his decision and re-open the appeal by way of oral hearing.  Every effort will be made 
to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements 
have been made.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRV01850Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRV01900404. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [26667/13]

11/06/2013WRV02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the 
appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  Under Social Welfare legislation, 
the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by the 
Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review 
the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been fi-
nalised.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 405 withdrawn.
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  Question No. 406 answered with Question No. 374.

11/06/2013WRV02250Community Welfare Services

11/06/2013WRV02300407. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
humanitarian assistance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [26800/13]

11/06/2013WRV02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the immediate aftermath of the 
severe flooding experienced in October 2011, the Government put in place a humanitarian aid 
scheme to assist the people affected by that flooding. Under this scheme the person concerned 
received payments in April 2012 for all construction contractor invoices submitted for the re-
pair work to her residence.  Earlier this year the person concerned presented at the Community 
Welfare Service office stating that her heating system had not been replaced and that it had been 
damaged in the 2011 flooding. She also stated that her wall and floor had become damaged 
through dampness from the house next door due to the fact that the premises next door was 
still in a state of disrepair. She was advised to submit quotes from the contractor for the repairs 
required; these were received after some time. Her application is currently under consideration 
and she will be informed of the outcome as soon as the decision has been made.

11/06/2013WRV02450Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRV02500408. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an appeal against the disallowance of a claim for invalidity benefit in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 17. [26837/13]

11/06/2013WRV02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11 March 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When received, 
the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary deci-
sion on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRV02650Disability Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRV02700409. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [26873/13]

11/06/2013WRV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that the person concerned was examined by a Medical Assessor of the 
Department of Social Protection who was of the opinion that he was medically unsuitable for 
Disability Allowance. The person concerned appealed this decision and in that context he was 
examined by another Medical Assessor who also expressed the opinion that the person con-
cerned was unsuitable for Disability Allowance.

It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When 
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received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRV02850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRV02900410. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford; and when they may expect a decision on their case. [26874/13]

11/06/2013WRV03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 31 May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRW00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRW00200411. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Westmeath; and when they may expect a decision on their case.  [26875/13]

11/06/2013WRW00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17 May 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Min-
ister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRW00350Direct Provision Expenditure

11/06/2013WRW00400412. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the total cost of 
discretionary payments made to asylum seekers in 2012, including the weekly cash allowance 
and exceptional needs payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26842/13]

11/06/2013WRW00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The needs of asylum seekers are 
catered for under the direct provision system operated by the Reception and Integration Agency 
of the Department of Justice and Equality.  Under the system asylum seekers are provided with 
full board accommodation and other facilities such as laundry services and access to leisure ar-
eas.  To take account of the services provided, a direct provision allowance of €19.10 per adult 
per week and €9.60 per child per week is payable in respect of any personal requisites required. 
The payment of the weekly direct provision allowance is made on an administrative basis by 
this Department on behalf of the Department of Justice and Equality. Expenditure for weekly 
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direct provision allowance in 2012 was some €4.5 million. 

Following the introduction of the statutory habitual residence condition in May 2004 and 
subsequent legislation, asylum seekers are not entitled to receive most social welfare payments.  
It continues to be open to any asylum seeker to seek assistance for a particular once-off need 
by way of an exceptional needs payment (ENP) under the supplementary welfare allowance 
scheme as contained in Section 201 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005. There is no 
automatic entitlement to an exceptional needs payment as each application is determined based 
on the particular circumstances of the case. Statistics are not available on the total cost of ENPs 
for asylum seekers.

11/06/2013WRW00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRW00600413. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26883/13]

11/06/2013WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 5 
February 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 20 May 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

11/06/2013WRW00750Social Welfare Appeals Delays

11/06/2013WRW00800414. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
intends to implement the recommendations contained within the report Not Fair Enough pub-
lished by FLAC in 2012 in relation to the social welfare appeals process. [26852/13]

11/06/2013WRW00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
is a separate executive office with its own premises and staff which operates independently of 
the Department and the Minister.  One of the recommendations relates to the independence of 
the SWAO. The appeals process has a statutory basis in both primary and secondary legislation 
and Appeals Officers are quasi-judicial officers and are required to be free and unrestricted in 
discharging their functions. As far back as 1958, the Supreme Court found that Appeals Officers 
are required to free and unrestricted in the performance of their duties. The high level of appeals 
allowed (54% in 2012) is evidence of the independence of the process.  There are no plans to 
take legislative steps to change the method by which Appeals Officers are appointed.

The report also criticises the delays being experienced by appellants. There was a rapid and 
sustained increase in the number of appeals from 2009 to date which has placed extraordinary 
pressure on the SWAO. Significant resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs 
and improving processing times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Ap-
peals Officers, improving business processes and implementing a new operating model.  As a 
result of these measures, there has been significant increase in the number of appeals finalised 
from an average of 13,500 to 32,558 in 2012 and processing times have been reduced by 10.3 



Questions - Written Answers

281

weeks overall in 2012 with time for an oral hearing time down by 13 weeks and the time for 
summary decision up by 2.7 weeks.

Further improvement is needed.  In that regard:

- The Chief Appeals Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012;

- There is a major programme of process redesign and modernisation currently underway in 
relation to many scheme areas which will reduce backlogs and will also reduce the time taken 
for the Department to respond to requests from the SWAO for submissions in relation to ap-
peals;

- It is planned to recruit additional Medical Assessors in 2013 which will assist in reducing 
the time taken for appeals where a medical assessment is required.

All these measures together will reduce the waiting time for appellants.

Concern was expressed in the report that the higher number of summary decisions in 2011 
indicated a move away from oral hearings. I am assured by the Chief Appeals Officer that the 
increases in the number of summary decisions in 2010 and 2011 was a result of having eight 
very experienced retired appeals officers working exclusively on summary decisions which had 
the effect of front loading summary decisions. The percentage of summary decisions was 69% 
in 2010 and 65% in 2011, the two years for which the retired officers were retained, and has 
since dropped to 60% in 2012.

In relation to consistency and transparency in decision making, this is addressed in a number 
of ways by the Department through training and communication and in relation specifically to 
the SWAO it is the statutory responsibility of the Chief Appeals Officer to convene meetings 
of Appeals Officers for the purpose of ensuring consistency.  The Department provides funding 
to a number of agencies involved in providing advocacy and information services to persons 
regarding their social welfare rights and how to process its systems.

  Questions Nos. 415 and 416 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRW01050Carer’s Allowance Delays

11/06/2013WRW01100417. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the length of time 
it is currently taking for appeals on carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [26896/13]

11/06/2013WRW01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that the current average time taken to process carer’s allowance appeals decided 
by summary decision is 28.4 weeks and 35.5 weeks for those requiring an oral hearing.  These 
processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of its finalisa-
tion.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any clarifica-
tion from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examination or 
assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed necessary.  A 
considerable period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required because 
of the logistics involved in this process. While this process carries an inherent delay in terms 
of finalising an appeal, it also underpins the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals system.

There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the So-
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cial Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office. 
Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, 
the office received 35,484 appeals.  In order to manage this increasing workload, significant 
resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing 
times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, reviewing 
and  improving business processes and implementing a new operating model within the appeals 
office.  In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is currently 
underway in the Department in relation to many scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and 
reducing the time taken for the Department to respond to requests from the SWAO for submis-
sions in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012. The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  It is also worth noting that, 
despite the increase in the volume of appeals being received, the number of appeals on hand 
have reduced from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 16,687 at 4 June 2013.  

Processing times for all appeal types reduced by 10.3 weeks overall in 2012  when com-
pared to 2011, with the time taken to finalise an appeal requiring an oral hearing down by 13 
weeks and the time for an appeal decided by way of a summary decision up by 2.7 weeks.  By 
its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time and 
reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.

11/06/2013WRW01250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRW01300418. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve 
an expedite a carer’s allowance appeal which was received by the appeals office in January 
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[26897/13]

11/06/2013WRW01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 15 May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRW01450Illness Benefit Appeals

11/06/2013WRW01500419. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm the 
reason for delay in issuing illness benefit to a person (details supplied) in County Meath; when 
same will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26899/13]

11/06/2013WRW01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
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11/06/2013WRW01650Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2013WRW01700420. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry. [26903/13]

11/06/2013WRW01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 20 March. 2012.  
Following an investigation by a social welfare investigative officer, the file was returned to 
a deciding officer for consideration.  A letter issued to the person concerned on 8 April 2013 
informing him that his application was being withdrawn on the grounds that he was absent 
from the State.  The person in question requested a review of this decision and the application 
is currently with a social welfare investigative officer for assessment that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. Once the review is completed in this case the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/06/2013WRW01850Disability Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2013WRW01900421. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
will recognise narcolepsy as a condition which would entitle persons to disability payments; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26935/13]

11/06/2013WRW02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I wish to assure the Deputy that 
narcolepsy is recognised as a clinical entity.  However, eligibility on medical conditions for 
any illness-related benefit/allowance will depend on the severity and expected duration of the 
condition and all applications are assessed on a claim-by-claim basis.

11/06/2013WRW02050Youth Guarantee

11/06/2013WRW02100422. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 157 of 15 May 2013, the total number of young people expected to 
participate in, and the expected start date of the youth guarantee scheme; if she intends to ex-
pand this scheme to allow young persons who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment to 
engage in the scheme; her plans to develop a more comprehensive state-wide youth guarantee 
scheme and the date on which she will do so. [26910/13]

11/06/2013WRW02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the EU Commission’s re-
cent call for proposals for preparatory actions under the ‘Youth Guarantee’, the Department of 
Social Protection in conjunction with local groups has sought EU funding to pilot a Youth Guar-
antee Scheme (YGS) in a local area. The pilot YGS will look to develop an activation approach 
tailored to the needs of young people in a deprived urban area and then test it within a specific 
geographical location (Ballymun).  It is proposed that the Pilot YGS in Ballymun will apply to 
an intake of c 90 young people per month over a 12 month period, or 1,080 persons in all. 

We are currently waiting to hear from the European Commission as to whether or not our 
application has been successful. We have been informed that a final decision on our application 
will be made by the end of June. In the event of the grant being awarded by the Commission, 
it is anticipated that the pilot scheme will start within four months of the signature of the grant 
agreement.

Subject to approval from the Commission, the proposed Ballymun YGS pilot will look to 



11 June 2013

284

develop an activation approach tailored to the needs of young people.  It is intended that the 
Ballymun pilot YGS will, in respect of the target group of young people,  guarantee access to 
career guidance/assistance leading to identification of an individual career plan for the young 
unemployed person with follow-through to training, education, work experience or full-time 
employment.  Depending on the needs of the young individual the steps in the career plan might 
include personal assessment, job search assistance, skills training, work experience internships, 
but the objective in all cases will be to lead the young person to employment placement or fur-
ther education or training. A particular focus of the pilot YGS will be to involve, and build links 
with, employers in the locality and the immediate hinterland in order to ensure that the guidance 
and training elements of the YGS are tailored to the needs of the local labour market and also to 
generate work placement/experience opportunities for the YGS participants.

All young people who are coming on to the Live Register during the period of the pilot and 
who are registering at the Ballymun office as well as those young people who have already been 
unemployed for some time, including those who are not in receipt of a payment, will be targeted 
for inclusion in this pilot scheme.

With regard to the government’s plan to develop a comprehensive nation-wide youth guar-
antee, the government will review the current range of youth employment and training policies 
in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the gradual implemen-
tation of the guarantee. This will include the identification of what would be the appropriate 
timescale for implementation in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circumstances. It 
is intended to produce a concrete plan for the implementation of the guarantee before the end 
of 2013.

The scale and nature of the measures required will depend on the trend in youth unemploy-
ment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemploy-
ment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome devel-
opment that the official labour market figures published by the CSO recently indicated that 
the number of young unemployed in Q1 2013 was, at 54,000, down 10,000 on the same time 
a year earlier.  It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward movement 
in youth unemployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of a guarantee 
will almost certainly require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently on offer to 
young people in the form of further education, training, internships, subsidised private-sector 
recruitment, and supports for self-employment.

In this regard the State already provides a significant number of places which are available 
to young people and the Department of Social Protection took steps in Budget 2013 to increase 
funding and places for schemes such as JobBridge, Community Employment, TÚS and a new 
state employment scheme in the local Government sector.  In total an additional 10,000 places 
will be provided.  The Department of Education also made provision for the new MOMEN-
TUM programme which is providing 6,500 new training places many of which will be taken 
up by young people.  A new recruitment incentive - JobsPlus - has also been developed by my 
Department and was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This 
incentive will be launched for availability in July 2013.

11/06/2013WRW02250Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

11/06/2013WRW02300423. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the current situation 
regarding a claim for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26922/13]
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11/06/2013WRW02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on 3 May 2013.  This application was 
referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was medically 
eligible for the allowance. The person concerned was notified on 31 May 2013 that her claim 
was awarded.  The first payment including arrears will issue to her on 18 June 2013.

11/06/2013WRW02450Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2013WRW02500424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare who was previously self-employed may qualify for jobseek-
er’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26923/13]

11/06/2013WRW02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of this 
department there is no current jobseeker’s allowance claim from the person concerned.  It is 
open to the person concerned to submit an application at his local office.

11/06/2013WRW02650Job Initiatives

11/06/2013WRW02700425. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of acti-
vation places that have been allocated for County Meath; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [26952/13]

11/06/2013WRW02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The allocation of activation places 
on programmes under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection is generally on the basis 
of the demand for such places (i.e. the extent of unemployment in a region). Hence, there is not 
a prior allocation of activation places by county level. The exception to this rule is the Meath 
Community Rural and Social Development Partnership Limited which has been allocated a 
quota of 240 places for County Meath.

There were a total of 646 participants from County Meath on the Back to Education Al-
lowance at 31st December 2012 who were participating in either second-level or third-level 
programmes.  The JobBridge Internship programme has a total of 230 internships currently 
filled by Meath residents, which have either been completed this year or are currently live as 
of June 2013.  There are also currently a total of 423 participants on Community Employment 
in County Meath.  Údarás na Gaeltachta cover the Gaeltacht area of Meath but have no set al-
location for County Meath, its falls under their overall allocation. At the moment there are 6 
participants in Údarás on the Tús scheme in County Meath.

11/06/2013WRW02850Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

11/06/2013WRW02900426. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appli-
cation for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cavan 
has been received by her Department; when this will be dealt with; the correspondence that 
has been issued to the person; the reason she had been refused DCA previously; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [26967/13]

11/06/2013WRW03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made an 
initial application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) on 18 September 2009. This applica-
tion was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who returned their opinion 
that the child was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on 21 October 2009 
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advising of the decision not to allow the application.  The person concerned subsequently ap-
pealed this decision and she was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 19 July 
2010 that the appeal had not been allowed.

A second application for DCA was received on 27 February 2012. The application was re-
ferred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically 
eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on 29 March 2012 advising of the decision to disal-
low the claim.  In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds the applicant 
may submit additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed or they may appeal 
the decision directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days. No additional 
information has been received and no appeal has been registered against this decision.

11/06/2013WRX00150Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

11/06/2013WRX00200427. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection when rent supple-
ment will be replaced by the announced housing assistance payment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [26945/13]

11/06/2013WRX00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are approximately 
86,000 recipients of rent supplement of which approximately 54,000 have been in receipt of the 
supplement for over eighteen months.  The Government has provided over €403 million for the 
scheme in 2013.

The Government has approved in principle to transfer responsibility for the provision of 
rental assistance to persons with a long term housing need from this Department to housing 
authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).  Officials in this Department are 
working closely with those in the Department of Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment to assist with the necessary work required to initiate HAP. 

The necessary legislative requirements to facilitate HAP are a matter for the Department of 
Environment, Community and Local Government.  It is expected that pilot testing of HAP will 
commence once the necessary legislation is in place.  

11/06/2013WRX00350Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRX00400428. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No.107 of 7 February 2013, the position regarding an appeal for jobseeker’s 
allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [26991/13]

11/06/2013WRX00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 5 March 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 21 May 2013 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRX00550Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2013WRX00600429. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the EU Commission has initiated an infringement procedure against Ire-
land due to its failure to provide carer’s allowance to Irish citizens entitled to it who are living 
elsewhere within the EU; the way this procedure will affect her Department’s dealings with a 
person (details supplied) who had her carer’s allowance denied to her when she relocated to 
Spain and was repeatedly told she had no grounds to claim her entitlements. [27000/13]

11/06/2013WRX00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s Allowance is a social as-
sistance payment, made to persons who are providing full time care and attention to elderly 
people or to people with disabilities and whose income falls below certain limits.  The principal 
conditions for receipt of the allowance are that full time care and attention is required and be-
ing provided, and the means test which applies is satisfied.  The applicant must also complete 
the medical component part of the application form in respect of the caree.  Habitual residency 
criteria must also be met.  

The EU Commission has recently opened infringement proceedings against my Department 
concerning the status of carers allowance under EU Regulations.  The Commission claims 
that, for the purposes of the EU regulations on the co-ordination of social security systems, the 
carer’s allowance is a sickness benefit which should be exported and paid in other EU States.  
This represents a change of position by the Commission, which previously supported the view 
that carers allowance is a social assistance payment, which means it is not covered by the EU 
regulations and not paid to people outside the State.  This matter is being raised with the Com-
mission.

As regards the particular case raised by the Deputy, the person in question requested to with-
draw from the carer’s allowance scheme on 14 of June 2012.  Her payment was stopped and this 
this was confirmed to the person concerned in writing on the 15 of June 2012.

11/06/2013WRX00750Disability Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRX00800430. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a dis-
ability allowance appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27080/13]

11/06/2013WRX00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRX00950Departmental Contracts
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11/06/2013WRX01000431. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of contracts 
granted by her Department, or by agencies under the auspices of her Department, from 1 Janu-
ary 2012 to date in 2013; the total value of these contracts; the percentage value of these for 
which no tenders were required; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27351/13]

11/06/2013WRX01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The annual expenditure in respect 
of goods and services of the Department is in the order of €400 million, €40 million in respect 
of Citizens Information Board and €1.3 million in respect of the Pensions Board.  The quarterly 
Prompt Payments Report to Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation is available on the 
Department’s website www.welfare.ie.  This return includes all commercial payments from the 
Department and its agencies, including payments to transport providers under the Free Travel 
Scheme and utility providers under the Household Benefits Package.

The Department participates fully in on-going initiatives of the National Procurement Ser-
vice (NPS) based in the Office of Public Works (OPW), focusing especially at achieving pro-
curement savings, including the use of shared framework agreements for the provision of an 
increasing number of categories of supplies and services.

Award of tenders without a competitive process is only permitted in exceptional circum-
stance and then only in conformity with criteria set down in EU directive 18/2004.  In com-
pliance with Department of Finance Circular 40/02, any proposal to award a contract above 
€25,000 (exclusive of VAT) without a competitive process is reviewed in advance by the De-
partment’s Internal Audit Unit.  In accordance with Circular 40/02 full returns of such procure-
ments are signed off by the Secretary General and submitted to the Comptroller and Auditor 
General before 31 March in the following year and copied to the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.

In addition, all such procurements above €25,000 must first be approved by the Project 
Governance Committee (PGC), a committee of the Department’s Management Board, chaired 
by the Secretary General.  Where procurement is specifically for IT external service provision, 
or consultancy, all such contracts are approved by the governance committee.

With regard to the Citizens Information Board any proposal to award a contract above 
€25,000 (exclusive of VAT) without a competitive process is reviewed in advance by the Board’s 
Senior Management Team and by the Audit and Risk Committee which is a committee of the 
Board.  The Board applies, in all cases, very restrictive conditions for use of single or restricted 
tendering for procurements of goods or services.  

It is the policy of the Pensions Board to use open tendering process for all contracts.  All 
contracts greater than €20,000 not being awarded by competitive tender must be authorised by 
the Chairperson of the Finance & Audit Committee or Chief Executive.

The total value of contracts awarded on foot of a competitive tender advertised on eTenders, 
including contracts awarded under DSP framework agreements, since 01 January 2012 is €22.9 
million.  The total value of contracts awarded by way of a non-competitive or single tender 
process was €0.94 million or 4% of the competitively tendered contracts.

The Department is committed to achieving value for money in the procurement of supplies 
and services essential to support its work in providing high quality service to the public in a cost 
effective and efficient manner.  The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the at-
tached tables and I am satisfied the Department applies, in all cases, very restrictive conditions 
for use of single or restricted tendering for procurements of goods or services.

Department of Social Protection (DSP) Tenders Advertised on eTenders and where 
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Contracts Awarded since 01 January 2012

(includes all IT procurements valued over €10,000 and all other procurements valued 
over €25,000 ex VAT)

Tender RFT publication 
date

Contract Com-
mencement 
Date

Value of Contract  
(incl VAT)

Contract Awarded to

IT consultancy services for the 
support & maintenance of the 
department’s corporate portal

23-Nov-12 04-Mar-13 €600,000 Hewlett Packard Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of IT managed services 
for the Civil Registration Service.

15-Nov-12 04-Feb-13 €621,687 Hewlett Packard Ireland 
Ltd

Provision of expert advice & assis-
tance with the design and delivery 
of an employment service model

05-Nov-12 30-Nov-2012 €114,260 Centre for Economic 
and Social Inclusion 
London

Training Services for Special 
Investigation Unit and Central 
Prosecutions

05-Oct-12 30-Apr-13 €27,750 La Touche Bond Solon 
Training Limited

Supply of A4 Scanners 11-Jul-12 01-Aug-12 €69,184 Digital Imaging Ser-
vices

IT consultancy support for the 
design, development & implemen-
tation of a new www.welfare.ie 
website

31-May-12 7-Sept-2012 €569,958 Hewlett Packard Ireland 
Ltd 

Provision of a Media Monitoring 
Service for the Department Of 
Social Protection

28-May-12 12-Oct-2012 €48,708 Media World Ltd

Delivery of Projects to Support 
the Department’s Service Delivery 
Modernisation (SDM) Programme

16-May-12 Framework 
Agreement

€1,227,284 See details below 
contracts  within DSP 
framework

Provision of Security Services at 
the Department of Social Protec-
tion

01-May-12 16-Dec-2012 €1,814,000 At Risk Security 

Production Support & Consul-
tancy for Payment & Agency 
Reconciliation Project (PARP) 
and  Oracle Financials & Business 
Objects

23-Mar-12 01-Aug-2012 €2,750,000 Fujitsu (Ireland) Lim-
ited

Provision of Grounds Maintenance 
Services 

15-Mar-12 01-Jun-2012 €60,660 Steve Noone Landscap-
ing

Provision and Deployment of 
Hardware Security Modules

24-Feb-12 06-Sept-2012 €60,265 SafeNet UK Limited

Repair and Maintenance of Data 
Processing (Computer) equipment

21-Feb-12 01-July-2012       €1,331,197 Hewlett Packard Ireland 
Ltd 

Repair and Maintenance of Data 
Processing (Computer) equipment

21-Feb-12 01-July-2012 €73,889 Unity Technology Solu-
tions

Transport Services 23-Jan-12 15-Oct-2012    €376,000 William Tracey & Sons
Provision of Pest Control Services 13-Jan-12 01-Jul-2012 €21,429 Rentokil
Actuarial Review of Social Insur-
ance Fund

8-Dec-2011 02-Mar-2012 €153,750 KPMG Ireland

Hygiene Maintenance/Washroom 
Services 

14-Nov-2011 1-Apr-2012 €40,000 OCS Cannon Hygiene

Appointment of Security Partner 
to provide on-going Information 
Security support

08-Nov-2011 01-Apr-2012 €83,025 Deloitte & Touche

Evaluation of JobBridge -National 
Internship Scheme 

1-Nov-2011 18-Apr-2012 €60,725 Indecon

Supply of Facial Image Matching 
Software (SAFE Programme)

01-Jul-2011 27-Apr-2012 €259,330 3M Ireland Limited
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Contracts awarded within DSP Framework Agreements since 01 January 2012

Tender Contract Commence-
ment Date

Value of Contract (VAT 
incl)

Contract Awarded to

Payment and Generic Scheme 30-Aug-2012 €1,687,612 Accenture
Provision of ICT Resources for 
Regional Service Development 

16-May-2013 €1,272,000 Deloitte

Provision of ICT Resources  for 
BOM Modelling Development Team

16-May-2013 €826,560 Deloitte

Continuing operation and develop-
ment of the Central Test function in 
the BOMi environment

7-Jan-2013 €1,199,250 BearingPoint Ireland Limited

Support and Continuing develop-
ment and operation of the Release 
and Environment Management 
Processes

 07-Jan-2013 €1,445,250 BearingPoint Ireland Limited

Business Change/Enhancement on 
the Business Object Model Imple-
mentation (BOMi)

 07-Jan-2013 €2,386,200 BearingPoint Ireland Limited

Production support and essential 
Maintenance of the Business Object 
Model Implementation (BOMi)

 07-Jan-2013 €3,693,075 BearingPoint Ireland Limited

Review of Pension Priority Order  14-Aug-2012 €18,150 Mercer 

DSP Contracts Awarded without a competitive process (single tenders) since 01 Janu-
ary 2012

Tender Value of  
Contract (VAT 
inclusive) 

Contractor Reason for not undertaking a Competitive 
Process

Analysis & Measurement of Depriva-
tion & Poverty Project 

€321,322 ESRI The specialised expertise required is not avail-
able elsewhere 

Maintenance of the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office system

€54,090 IBM The Social Welfare Appeals Office relies on a 
custom built computer application to support 
its core business activities.  Renewal of the 
contract was regarded as the most viable option 
in order to ensure continuity of provision of this 
essential service 

Strategic input to the DSP technical 
architecture group

€43,000 Microsoft Microsoft representation on the Departments 
Technical Architecture Group (TAG) provid-
ing specific assistance in relation to how the 
Department might adopt the Microsoft tools 
and techniques to take account of DSP technical 
architecture. 

Mobile Opportunity Exploration €33,388 Accenture Project to inform the development of mobile 
applications on Microsoft’s Windows 8 and 
Windows 8 mobile platform to support DSP 
Inspectors which utilised the Accenture/Ava-
nade knowledge and experience and had to be 
completed in advance of a significant explor-
atory project.

Profiling of Live Register customers 
for the Pathways to Work Programme

€33,745 ESRI ESRI worked with DSP in development of 
Customer profiling and has all the software & 
data relating to the development of that model 
and are therefore the only body in a position to 
do the profiling in the time period.
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Tender Value of  
Contract (VAT 
inclusive) 

Contractor Reason for not undertaking a Competitive 
Process

Gartner Subscription Service €162,600 Gartner 
Ireland Ltd

The Gartner subscription service provides 
a unique source of information, insight and 
advice that assists ISD to formulate its strategy 
and architecture as well as providing detailed 
technical information to support the Depart-
ment’s adoption of new and evolving technolo-
gies 

Review of Long-Term Pensions Policy 
in Ireland

€130,000 OECD The OECD is uniquely qualified to conduct this 
review.

Upgrade of CoreExpense (T&S Sys-
tem) and CoreTime (T&A) systems

€80,980 Core Inter-
national

Necessary upgrade of proprietary Core systems.

Maintenance of the Toshiba CTX 
telephone system

€60,323 ATS ATS is the only provider of the required mainte-
nance service.

Purchase additional Daon licences for 
Public Service Card 

€23,092 Daon Daon is the only suppliers of such licences

CIB Tenders Advertised on eTenders and where Contracts Awarded since 01 January 
2012

(includes all IT procurements valued over €10,000 and all other procurements valued 
over €25,000 ex VAT)

Tender RFT publication 
date

Contract Com-
mencement Date

Value of Contract  
(incl VAT)

Contract Awarded to

Data Strategy 26-Mar-12 June 2012 €34,440 DNM Technology
Hainault House, Tallaght, 
internal alterations/modifi-
cations

24-May-12, 21-
Jun-12

July 2012 €54,544 Simon Bernard Ltd

Provision of HR support 
and advice to CIB and 
network companies

22-Jun-12 Sept 2012 €70,686 Graphite HRM

Research: Qualitative Study 
MABS Casework

02-Aug-12 Oct 2012 €30,135 IPSOS MRBI

Review of National Advo-
cacy Service

31-Jul-12 Oct 2012 €12,300 + subsistence 
where required

Round Table Solutions

Provision of the EFQM 
Goldstar Service Excellence 
QA programme in CIB and 
all our Delivery Partners

28-Mar-12 OJEU Nov 2012 €325,476 Centre for Competitive-
ness

Design and print manage-
ment services

30-Mar-12 OJEU Dec 2012 Demand dependant Clickworks Ltd.

Marketing & Media 
Services to promote new 
telephone numbers

08-Oct-12 Dec 2012 €159,000 Marketing Network

Managed ICT Helpdesk 24-Sept-12 Dec 2012 €309,045 Arkphire
Research on the role of 
Employment Schemes in 
Service Delivery in CISs

09-Nov-12 Jan 2013 €33,754 TMA Consultancy

CIB  Contracts Awarded without a competitive process (per Circular 40/02 Single Ten-
ders) since 01 January 2012
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Tender Value of  Contract (VAT 
inclusive) 

Contractor Reason for not undertak-
ing a Competitive Process

Golden Pages & Phone Book 
Listing for MABS, CISs, CIPS

€100,516 Truvo Ltd Sole supplier.

An accredited course delivery 
for a Certificate in Manage-
ment Skills  for the managers 
of Advocacy Services

€32,933 Institute Technology 
Blanchardstown (ITB)

Several companies consult-
ed.  ITB only one capable of 
delivering the programme.

Insurance Services 2012/13 for 
Citizens Information Bureau 
(CIB) Citizens Information 
Centres (CICs) and  Citizens 
Information Phone Services 
(CIPS)

€143,422 IPB Insurance Brokers In Aug 2012 there was a 
proposal from DPER for the 
State Claims Agency (SCA) 
to underwrite insurance but 
this would have excluded 
CISs, CIPS.  Further clari-
fication was been sought by 
the time the renewal date 
was due and it was decided 
not to go to tender until the 
situation was clarified.

Improvements to the ECMS/
advocacycase.ie

€35,000 Engine Solutions Company holds intellectual 
property for the software to 
be upgraded

MAIH Campaign- Radio/On-
line/Print

€98,892 Marketing Network Campaign required in a 
tight timeframe as requested 
by DSP, on behalf of 
Interdepartmental Working 
Group on Mortgage Arrears.

Delivery of accredited Train-
ing Programme to managers 
in CIS+

€32,933 Institute of technology, 
Blanchardstown [ITB]

Continuation with provider 
as second delivery of pro-
gramme.

Pensions Board Tenders Advertised on eTenders and Contracts awarded since 01 Jan-
uary 2012 (includes all IT procurements valued over €10,000 and all other procurements 
valued over €25,000 ex VAT)

Name of Tender (De-
scription/Purpose

RFT Publication 
Date

Contract Com-
mencement Date

Value of Contract 
(including VAT)

Contract Awarded to

Supply of IT Infra-
structure Hardware

19 - Nov 2012 6 - Dec 2012 €9,833.85 DCB Group

Tenders are invited 
for the implementa-
tion of an upgrade-
solution for the 
Board’s virtualised IT 
environment

21 - November 2012 6 - Dec 2012 €15,322.50 Unity Technology Solu-
tions

MS Software Li-
censes - Microsoft 
Software Licensing

18 - Dec 2012 21 - Dec 2012 €16,698.23 Kelway IT Solutions 
Limited

Name of Tender (De-
scription/Purpose

RFT Publication 
Date

Contract Com-
mencement Date

Value of Contract 
(including VAT)

Contract Awarded to

Purchase of PCs 
under PC Framework 
(procured through 
ictprocurement.gov.ie 
PC framework)

16-Aug-2012 11-Sept-2012 €30,440.66 PC Peripherals

Supply of Internal 
audit services

30-May-2012 12-Oct-2012 €25,461 D’Arcy Lynch partners
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Accountancy Services 7-Dec-2012 7-Mar-2013 Agreed Hourly rates 
contracted for ser-
vices as required

Crowleys DFK

There were no non-competitive (single tender) contracts awarded by the Pensions Board 
since 01 January 2012.

11/06/2013WRX01150Back to Education Allowance Expenditure

11/06/2013WRX01200432. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the total savings made 
by abolishing the €300 for back to education allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27362/13]

11/06/2013WRX01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Revised Estimates for my 
Department provide for estimated expenditure of €189.3 million on the back to education al-
lowance scheme in 2013.  The discontinuation of the cost of education allowance will yield 
savings of €7.8 million per annum.  The BTEA scheme remains an attractive scheme for social 
welfare recipients who wish to further their education and compares very favourably with other 
State funded supports for  those pursuing education.  A significant majority of those entering 
the scheme are in receipt of the maximum personal weekly rate of payment of €188 per week 
and, in addition, increases for qualified adults and children may also be payable.  These rates of 
payments were fully protected in the last two Budgets. 

Questions Nos. 433 to 435, inclusive, withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRX01450Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

11/06/2013WRX01500436. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she or officials in 
her Department have had discussions regarding plans to include Williams syndrome on the 
long-term illness scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27420/13]

11/06/2013WRX01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This is a matter for my colleague 
in the Department of Health.

11/06/2013WRX01650Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRX01700437. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal 
on a jobseeker’s allowance application has been received at the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; when a decision is expected; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27442/13]

11/06/2013WRX01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an appeal by the person concerned has not been received by that office. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRX01850Farm Assist Scheme Appeals
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11/06/2013WRX01900438. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
farm assist appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27457/13]

11/06/2013WRX02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 4 
June 2013 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evidence 
submitted, including that adduced at the hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the 
Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRX02050Employment Support Services

11/06/2013WRX02100439. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a sched-
ule for the roll-out of Intreo offices across west Cork in view of the fact that employment ser-
vice clinics only operate for five hours per month in towns such as Dunmanway, Bandon and 
Kinsale; if she will confirm the locations of these offices and the areas they will cover; if these 
offices will report operations directly to her Department or will this function be contracted out 
in areas where no main departmental office is located; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27459/13]

11/06/2013WRX02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pathways to Work document 
states that the introduction of the new Intreo service is a multi-annual project with all Depart-
ment local offices upgraded to full Intreo offices by the end of 2014.  

The delivery of the Intreo service comprises a number of elements. The main elements be-
ing: 

(i) the integration of the various welfare decision making processes to speed up decision 
making and minimise recourse to supplementary welfare payments; 

(ii) the implementation of a systematic activation process based on profiling of clients; and 

(iii) the delivery of a ‘one-stop-shop’ service from an integrated office location.

The first ten Intreo offices, with all elements in place, went live in 2012.  These first ten 
offices were Sligo, Arklow, Tallaght, Kings Inns, Ballymun, Buncrana, Coolock, Dundalk, 
Finglas and Killarney.

A further two Intreo offices have now opened in Newcastlewest and Blanchardstown. It is 
intended to have the full service available from a total of approximately 40 offices this year and 
to complete the full roll-out of all service elements to all 63 offices of the Department in 2014.  
As part of this process it is intended to complete the roll-out of elements (i) and (ii) above to all 
offices during 2013. Element (iii) requires infrastructural works in many office locations and 
therefore has a longer timeline.

Currently activation clinics are held twice a week in Bantry, twice a month in Bandon, 
Clonakilty, Kinsale, Dunmanway and Skibbereen and once a month in Castletownbere.  Group 
engagement sessions for unemployed customers in west Cork are provided once a month in 
Bantry with subsequent one to one guidance interviews at which unemployed clients identify 
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and agree individual progression plans with a DSP Activation Case Officer.  Group engagement 
will be further rolled out in west Cork in the autumn.

Group talks are also held, when required, normally twice monthly, with unemployed cus-
tomers who are interested in self-employment, to advise them of the supports available.  Again 
there are follow up one to one meetings with these customers.

The delivery of activation services in west Cork are kept under review to determine the 
options available with existing resources to deliver the optimum service to the Department’s 
customers in that area.

11/06/2013WRX02250Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

11/06/2013WRX02300440. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when arrears 
due to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare for the month of January 2013 will issue 
in respect of their jobseeker’s allowance payment which has since closed, this person having 
received a once-off payment in late December 2012 but no other payment up until 5 February 
2013, who received no notification that their arrears were available for collection, and who has 
since visited the CWO in their local office on 18 of April and provided the requested documen-
tation to illustrate they were in the jurisdiction for the time period relating to the outstanding 
arrears in question; if arrears can now be issued as was indicated would be done by their CWO; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27466/13]

11/06/2013WRX02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made an 
application for jobseeker’s allowance on 14 December 2012. He applied for supplementary 
welfare allowance while his jobseeker’s application was being processed.  He collected his first 
supplementary payment on 21 December 2012 but he did not collect the following four pay-
ments covering the period 3 January to 30 January 2013.

When the jobseeker’s application was awarded on 30 January 2013 arrears were withheld 
as the person concerned failed to contact the office to explain why he did not collect the supple-
mentary payments.  His jobseeker’s application was closed with effect from 6 February 2013 
as he failed to sign.

The person concerned made a fresh application for jobseeker’s allowance on 10 April 2013 
and a fresh application for supplementary welfare allowance on 11 April 2013.  He did not  pro-
vide documentation confirming his residency in the country during the month of January.  His 
applications for jobseeker’s allowance and basic supplementary welfare allowance were closed 
in April and he has not been in touch since then. 

A decision regarding payment of arrears of jobseeker’s allowance for the period 3 January 
to 30 January 2013 cannot be made until the person concerned outlines his reasons for failing to 
collect the supplementary payments during this period.  The local office will contact him again 
for the details required.   

11/06/2013WRX02450EU Directives

11/06/2013WRX02500441. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection the work her Depart-
ment is currently undertaking through potential Bills to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas 
or through statutory instruments, to ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming dead-
lines for directives from the European Union; the deadline in each case; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [27480/13]

11/06/2013WRX02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The provisions of EU Directive 
2010/41/EU (on the principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged in an activ-
ity in a self-employed capacity) require, amongst other things, the provision of social protection 
and maternity benefit to spouses and civil partners who are not employees or business partners 
but who participate in the activities of the self-employed worker, performing the same tasks or 
ancillary tasks.    

The deadline for transposition of the Directive was 5 August 2012.  However, the Directive 
allows, in particular circumstances, for an extension of up to 2 years on the period allowed for 
the implementation of the social insurance provisions.  Ireland secured agreement to allow it to 
avail of this extended period and so the deadline for implementation of this aspect of the Direc-
tive is 5 August 2014.  

The required provisions will be included in a future social welfare Bill so as to meet the 
extended deadline for implementation.

11/06/2013WRX02650Employment Support Services

11/06/2013WRX02700442. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 421 of 28 May 2013, the progress to date on the specific targets that were 
published in the Government’s Pathways to Work strategy (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27491/13]

11/06/2013WRX02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Pathways to Work represents the 
single biggest ever change to how the State engages with, and provides services to, people who 
are unemployed.  It is delivering on the Programme for Government commitment to set up 
a National Employment and Entitlements Service and involves a multiannual programme of 
complex legislative, organisation, process, people, and work change running to the end of 2014.

There are five strands to the Pathways approach relating to 

1. Engagement with people who are unemployed.

2. The provision of  activation places and opportunities

3. Incentivising the take-up of opportunities

4. Working with employers 

5. Reforming institutions 

We have made good progress on all strands. The Deputy will be aware of the institutional 
changes arising from the merger of the Community Welfare Service and FÁS employment ser-
vices with my Department - both of which were transferred on time and within budget at the 
start of last year.  Progress has been made on working with employers through the establishment 
of an Employer Engagement Unit within my Department.  With regard to activation places and 
opportunities 2012 saw the very successful roll-out of JobBridge and TÚS while Budget 2013 
provided for an additional 13,000 places on various employment schemes representing a 30% 
increase on existing provision.  Jobseekers have a stronger incentive to take up these and other 
employment opportunities by virtue of changes to referral processes, payment arrangements in 
respect of casual work and the introduction of penalty rates of payment  for non-engagement 
with activation initiatives.
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The impact of the Pathways approach is most evident in the more frequent and more in-
tensive manner of our engagement with jobseekers.  For example 68,600 clients participated 
in a group engagement process last year, while over 40,000 clients have benefitted from such 
engagements already this year.  Similarly the Department conducted 158,000 initial one-to-
one guidance interviews with jobseekers last year.  The target is to complete 185,000 initial 
interviews in 2013.  Significantly under the Intreo model being rolled out across the country, 
the process of engagement starts immediately when a client registers for a Jobseekers payment 
and is informed by a personal profile captured in respect of each individual.  In the past no such 
profiles were captured and clients had to wait at least three months before being invited to a 
Group Engagement.  In addition decision times in respect of jobseeker claims are significantly 
reduced from an average of four weeks under the old method of operation to under a week, and 
in most cases to no more than 2/3 days, in Intreo offices.

The first twelve Intreo offices are now live and it is intended to convert circa 30 additional 
offices to full Intreo working by the end of this year and to complete the full roll-out to all 63 
offices of the Department in 2014.  It is to be noted that key elements of the Intreo model are 
being rolled-out in advance of the physical modification of offices. Personal profiling is already 
in place in all offices while individual progression planning and the accelerated integrated deci-
sion process will be operational in all offices by the end of this year. 

With respect to plans for 2013 I have published a comprehensive set of performance targets, 
set out on a on a quarter by quarter basis, on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie and will 
publish performance against these targets starting in July of this year.

11/06/2013WRX02850Invalidity Pension Waiting Times

11/06/2013WRX02900443. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the de-
lay in determining an appeal that was lodged in July 2012 regarding the refusal of an invalidity 
pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if an indication will be 
given as to when the appeal will be determined.  [27512/13]

11/06/2013WRX03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRX03050Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

11/06/2013WRX03100444. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Longford may not acquire an exemption to continue in his or her 
role as community employment supervisor of a project in County Longford due to the fact that 
he or she will reach the age of 66 years in October 2013 and will not be eligible to be funded 
under her Department beyond that age, despite the fact that this is a very versatile, fit person 
and a very able-bodied supervisor; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27526/13]

11/06/2013WRX03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Community Employment (CE) is 
an active labour market programme/intervention designed to provide eligible long-term unem-



11 June 2013

298

ployed people and other disadvantaged persons (including lone parents, recovering drug misus-
ers and those with a disability) with an opportunity to engage in useful part-time work within 
their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.  CE helps unemployed people to re-enter 
the active workforce by breaking their experience of unemployment through a return to a work 
routine and to assist them to enhance/develop both their technical and personal skills by provid-
ing opportunities for individual training and development.

The person concerned will reach the age of 66 years in October 2013 and will qualify for a 
state pension from this Department.  Persons who reach the age of 66 years are required to fin-
ish their participation time on CE.

11/06/2013WRY00150Qualified Child Increase Payments

11/06/2013WRY00200445. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection in cases of joint 
custody arrangement where a child spends an equal amount of time with each parent, how her 
Department decides which parent will be paid the child dependant allowances; if child depen-
dant allowances may be split between both parents where there is an official custody arrange-
ment in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27536/13]

11/06/2013WRY00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Qualified child increases (QCIs) 
are paid as supplements to weekly social welfare benefit and assistance payments to reflect 
the need for greater incomes among benefit-dependent households with dependent children.  
Therefore, QCI payments do not of themselves constitute a specific social welfare scheme and 
entitlement to the appropriate primary adult payment must be established in the first instance.  
The estimated expenditure on QCI payments in 2013 is €694 million. 

To qualify for payment of a QCI, the child in respect of whom the increase is claimed must 
be considered to be normally resident with the person who is claiming the primary payment.  
Where the child is resident part of the time with each parent the child is generally considered to 
be normally resident with the parent with whom the child resides most of the time. 

Accordingly, the main principle underlying payment arrangements in the social protection 
system is that of the normal residence of the child rather than custody arrangements.  Decisions 
around the well-being of the children is the priority consideration in the operation of the current 
payment arrangements and this is reflected in the fact that payment is given to a person with 
whom the child is normally resident rather than on the basis of formal custody arrangements.  
Payment arrangements including in joint custody cases do not normally provide for the splitting 
of the payment between parties but rather depend on residence arrangements.

If the Deputy wishes to have a particular case considered in further detail, he can arrange to 
have the details brought to the attention of my Department for consideration.

11/06/2013WRY00350Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

11/06/2013WRY00400446. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 172 of 15 May 2013, the reason the chief appeals officer cannot indicate the 
length of time taken to carry out the 39 reviews in the course of the past year. [27550/13]

11/06/2013WRY00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that processing times in relation to appeals are measured and reported by an ICT 
system in the Appeals Office.  The information in relation to the time taken for each of the 39 
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reviews is not available as reviews by the Chief Appeals Officer are not tracked on this system. 

When a review is requested, the files in question are recalled from the Department and, fol-
lowing the review, all papers are returned to the Department.

11/06/2013WRY00550Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare

11/06/2013WRY00600447. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 417 of 28 May 2013 if she has set a deadline for the advisory group on tax 
and social welfare to report on working age income supports; the date on which she plans to 
publish the module she has received on social insurance cover for the self-employed; if it will 
be before budget 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27554/13]

11/06/2013WRY00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Creating jobs and tackling pov-
erty are two of the key challenges that Ireland now faces.  It is essential that our tax and social 
protection systems play their part in addressing these challenges.  To this end, and in line with 
commitments contained in the Programme for Government, I established an Advisory Group 
on Tax and Social Welfare, with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience to exam-
ine a number of specific issues.  These include making cost-effective proposals for improving 
employment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, particularly child poverty out-
comes. 

The Group’s overall method of working is based on producing modular reports on the prior-
ity areas identified in the terms of reference.  Within its terms of reference the Advisory Group 
works on its own initiative and within its own timetable.  The Group is currently examining the 
issue of working age income supports and the interaction of the tax and social welfare systems.  
While a deadline for this module has not been set, the Group is progressing this work with a 
view to concluding this module as quickly as possible.

The Advisory Group’s report relating to the issues involved in providing social insurance 
cover for self-employed persons so as to establish whether or not such cover is technically fea-
sible and financially sustainable was submitted to me in May 2013.  The implications of this 
report are currently being considered by me and my Department and the report will assist the 
Government in considering the appropriate direction of policy on this issue.  While the report 
is not yet in the public domain, I intend to have this report published in due course and at the 
appropriate time. 

11/06/2013WRY00750Defined Pension Benefit Schemes Issues

11/06/2013WRY00800448. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if any analysis has 
been made of the number of defined benefit schemes here that are insolvent or in danger of be-
ing insolvent. [27567/13]

11/06/2013WRY00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The mechanism for monitoring the 
funding level of defined benefits pension schemes (the Funding Standard) was in abeyance fol-
lowing the financial downturn in 2008, until June 2012.  With the re-introduction of the Funding 
Standard in June 2012, pension schemes are required to submit funding proposals to the Pen-
sions Board by end June 2013.

It is not possible to estimate how many schemes are insolvent as trustees may take a number 
of actions to secure the future viability of their schemes.  This may include measures such as 
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benefit cuts, increased contributions or longer working.  In relation to schemes that are under-
funded, it is estimated that in excess of 70% of defined benefit pension scheme are underfunded.  
However, following the submission of funding proposals to the Pensions Board by the end of 
June this year, it should be possible to give a more accurate position on the funding level of 
defined benefit pension schemes.   

11/06/2013WRY00950Social Welfare Fraud Issues

11/06/2013WRY01000449. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions taken 
by her to tackle social welfare fraud; the savings made to date in 2013 as a result of those ac-
tions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27593/13]

11/06/2013WRY01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Programme for 
Government commits to a zero tolerance approach towards social welfare fraud.  The Depart-
ment’s Fraud Initiative 2011 – 2013 further articulates this overarching policy objective.  A 
key priority is to ensure that fraudulent activity within the social welfare system is vigorously 
prevented and combatted.  The approach is one which is aimed at highlighting the rights but, 
importantly, also the responsibilities of social welfare recipients.  The Initiative recognises the 
value of the Department working closely and collaboratively with other agencies to ensure that 
social welfare abuse is deterred and detected.  

The approach taken by the Department is frequently reviewed and is regularly adjusted 
to concentrate on the areas of greatest risk, based on its operational experience and credible 
information received from industry and business sectors.  The Department’s control work is 
measured in terms of control savings.  Control savings are used as a performance indicator for 
year-on-year activities.  They are an estimate of the value of the various control activities across 
the schemes in payment and refer to future expenditure that would have been incurred but for 
this control work.  Without this control work, social welfare expenditure would over time in-
crease by this amount.  Control savings do not include any cases of departmental or clerical 
error or any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Department of their altered means or 
circumstances, which resulted in a change to their rate of payment.  

The Department’s control savings target for 2013 is €710 million which is an increase of 
€40m on the savings achieved in 2012.  A total of just over €180m was recorded in respect of 
control savings from January to end of April 2013.

11/06/2013WRY01150Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRY01200450. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27677/13]

11/06/2013WRY01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 
November 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 30 May 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
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tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY01350Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRY01400451. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
to date on an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27685/13]

11/06/2013WRY01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 26 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY01550Back to Education Allowance Applications

11/06/2013WRY01600452. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
back to education allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [27703/13]

11/06/2013WRY01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a 
claim for jobseeker’s allowance on 31 May 2013 which has been approved; however no appli-
cation for back to education allowance has been received from him.  Should he submit an appli-
cation, it will be assessed to see if he would be eligible to qualify under the terms of the scheme.

11/06/2013WRY01750Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2013WRY01800453. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on carer’s 
allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27724/13]

11/06/2013WRY01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 5 June 2012.  The 
medical assessment has been completed.  The application is currently with a social welfare in-
vestigative officer for assessment of means and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt 
of carer’s allowance are satisfied.  Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted 
the report, a deciding officer will make a full decision.  The application will be processed as 
quickly as possible and when a decision is made the person concerned will be notified directly 
of the outcome.

11/06/2013WRY01950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRY02000454. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [27726/13]

11/06/2013WRY02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30 Janu-
ary 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental pa-
pers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29 May 2013 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY02150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRY02200455. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
decision on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27733/13]

11/06/2013WRY02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence, 
including that adduced at oral hearing, disallowed the appeal of the person concerned.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY02350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRY02400456. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will is-
sue on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27753/13]

11/06/2013WRY02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 2 May 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary deci-
sion on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY02550Back to Work Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRY02600457. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
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update on the appeal of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 who is seeking to get onto the 
back to work scheme. [27764/13]

11/06/2013WRY02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 24 June 2013.  The person concerned is 
being notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRY02750State Pensions Reform

11/06/2013WRY02800458. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection in relation to the ability of 
self-employed persons to access pension benefits where a tax liability is outstanding, to make 
the payment to the person upon reaching the qualifying age, but deducting the amount owed 
from the weekly payments rather than disallowing the pension to be activated until the liability 
is cleared. [27768/13]

11/06/2013WRY02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able asset and it is important, for sustainability reasons, that those who receive it have made a 
significant contribution towards it during a working life. 

Ordinarily, in order to qualify for a State pension (contributory), a person must satisfy a 
number of qualifying conditions which include commencing insurable employment at least 10 
years before pension age, having a minimum of 520 qualifying PRSI contributions and achiev-
ing a yearly average of at least 10 qualifying contributions, paid or credited,  over their working 
life.  

Social insurance contributions (Class S PRSI) were introduced for self-employed people 
on 6 April 1988.  This provides cover for self-employed people for long-term benefits such as 
State pension (contributory) and widows/widowers pension (contributory).  In addition to the 
qualifying conditions above, a person must have paid self-employment contributions in respect 
of at least one contribution year and all self-employment contributions payable must be paid in 
full. With effect from 1 January 2010, a pension can only be awarded with effect from the date 
that the claimant has fully discharged all their Class S contribution liabilities, even where this 
date may be after their 66th birthday.

The Revenue Commissioners are the primary collection agents of the Department in rela-
tion to income tax and outstanding PRSI.  These are aggregated sums and cannot be sepa-
rated for pension eligibility purposes. These provisions are consistent with the contributory and 
solidarity principles which underpin the social insurance system. There are no plans to change 
these provisions.

It is worth noting that the recently published Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund 
found that the self-employed achieve very good value for money from the fund compared with 
the employed. For those who are unable to meet the qualifying conditions for State pension, the 
means-tested State pension (non-contributory) may be available to people on low incomes who 
do not meet the qualifying criteria for State pension. 

11/06/2013WRY02950Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility
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11/06/2013WRY03000459. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the current guidelines for entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit, in particular where a person must 
suffer a substantial loss of employment to be eligible; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [27770/13]

11/06/2013WRY03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly 
payment to people out of work and covered by social insurance (PRSI).  If a person does not 
qualify for jobseeker’s benefit they may qualify for means tested jobseeker’s allowance.  In 
2012 my Department spent some €737m on the scheme and at the end of 2012 there were some 
85,000 persons in receipt of a jobseeker’s benefit payment.

The provisions governing the payment of PRSI contributions were changed from April 1991 
by extending social insurance to cover part time workers.  This change necessitated changes in 
the jobseeker’s benefit scheme.  Under the then conditions a part time worker working 3 days 
per week would have become eligible for jobseeker’s benefit for the days of the week they are 
not working, even though no loss of employment had occurred.  This would have resulted in 
their income from social welfare greatly exceeding income from employment – with a conse-
quent diminution in the incentive to work. 

In order to avoid this situation, the Social Welfare Act 1992 provided that it would not 
possible to work part-time and claim jobseeker’s benefit unless there has been a reduction in 
the number of days normally worked each week.  A person is regarded as having sustained a 
substantial loss of employment if s/he has lost at least one day of insurable employment in any 
period of 7 days, provided his/her reckonable earnings or reckonable income are also reduced 
as a consequence of the loss of employment.  It may be noted that these provisions do not apply 
to the jobseeker’s allowance scheme.

There are no plans to change this qualifying condition of the jobseeker’s benefit scheme 
as this would have an adverse effect on the incentive to work and would have significant cost 
implications. 

       Question No. 460 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRZ00350Social Welfare Appeals Status

11/06/2013WRZ00400461. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding jobseeker’s benefit or allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27814/13]

11/06/2013WRZ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the case 
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 

11/06/2013WRZ00550Carer’s Allowance Eligibility
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11/06/2013WRZ00600462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27821/13]

11/06/2013WRZ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This application for carer’s allow-
ance was disallowed on the 22nd of March 2013.  The additional information supplied with 
your question is being reviewed by a deciding officer.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/06/2013WRZ00750Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRZ00800463. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the eligibility for rent supplement to include issues such as the need not to participate in anti-
social behaviour; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27823/13]

11/06/2013WRZ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source. Currently, there are approximately 
86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million 
for 2013. 

In the case of private rented accommodation, tenancy arrangements involve a contract be-
tween the landlord and tenant and tenant behaviour is a matter for the landlord in the first in-
stance. There are a number of avenues open to landlords in such cases, including the mediation 
service for landlords and tenants operated by the Private Residential Tenancies Board and/or 
recourse to the Garda Síochána and/or the Courts in relation to the enforcement of the law in 
dealing with anti-social or criminal behaviour. If necessary, the landlord may seek termination 
of the tenancy which, if affected, would result in the termination of rent supplement.  The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a commitment to review the operation of the rent supplement 
scheme with a view to introducing a code of conduct for rent supplement eligibility similar to 
that which operates for local authority tenants.

The purpose of this review is to ensure that tenants who are receiving long term support 
from the State under the rent supplement scheme are subject to the same type of anti-social 
behaviour regime as local authority tenants. The most appropriate way for this to happen is 
for local authorities to take over responsibility for meeting the accommodation needs of these 
individuals. The Department is currently working closely with the Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Government with a view to transferring responsibility for the provision 
of rental assistance to persons with a long term housing need from this Department to housing 
authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).

In addition social welfare legislation already provides the Department with the authority to 
refuse, suspend or terminate payment of a rent supplement in the case of a person who has been 
required to deliver up possession of a dwelling provided by a housing authority or an approved 
body where the reasons for that requirement include anti-social behaviour or the interests of 
good estate management.

11/06/2013WRZ00950Disability Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRZ01000464. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
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disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27911/13]

11/06/2013WRZ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 20th 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRZ01150Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRZ01200465. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the terms of the farm assist and rural social schemes in order to facilitate more low-income 
farmers; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27913/13]

11/06/2013WRZ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist scheme is based 
on jobseeker’s allowance.  It was introduced in 1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment 
Assistance’ for low income farmers, without the requirement to be available for and genuinely 
seeking work.  Farm assist recipients retain all the advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance 
scheme such as retention of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes.

In Budget 2013 two measures were announced, which were implemented in April 2013, 
which bring the farm assist scheme into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s allowance 
scheme’s treatment of self-employed persons by:

a. Increasing the amount of means from self-employment, which is assessed against the 
claimant from 85% to 100%; and

b. Discontinuing the means testing disregards for child dependents of claimants.

Farm assist is a flexible payment and any farmer experiencing lower levels of income or 
cash-flow issues, due for example to bad weather, can ask his/her local social welfare / Intreo 
office to review the level of means applying to his/her claim.

The rural social scheme provides income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing 
who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 
19½ hours per week to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme 
currently provides work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.   

The Department of Social Protection has recently published a review of employment sup-
port schemes which, together with the outcome of the focused policy assessment of the rural 
social scheme which the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has indicated it intends 
to conduct this year, will inform future policy developments of the scheme.

Any changes to these schemes would be a matter for Government to consider in a budgetary 
context.



Questions - Written Answers

307

11/06/2013WRZ01350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2013WRZ01400466. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for a carer’s allowance payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27919/13]

11/06/2013WRZ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15th 
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 15th May 
2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRZ01550Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRZ01600467. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork will receive a decision on an appeal of an invalidity pension 
application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27938/13]

11/06/2013WRZ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
26th April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRZ01750Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRZ01800468. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [27955/13]

11/06/2013WRZ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30th 
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 
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  Questions Nos. 469 and 470 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRZ02300Social Welfare Overpayments

11/06/2013WRZ02400471. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the case of a claimed overpayment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork 
when the payment in question was from her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [27968/13]

11/06/2013WRZ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has a statutory 
obligation to record and collect all overpayments.  It is the customer’s responsibility to declare 
all income of which he or she is in receipt, including any social welfare payments.  The person 
concerned was assessed with an overpayment of rent supplement of €20,231.38 as he had failed 
to advise that he was in receipt of a Disablement Pension.  He was advised of this overpayment 
and of his right of appeal.  To date he has failed to exercise this right of appeal.  

It is still open to him to appeal this decision.  A form for this purpose is being posted to him.

11/06/2013WRZ02550Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2013WRZ02600472. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28009/13]

11/06/2013WRZ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30th May 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When received, the 
case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/06/2013WRZ02750Job Initiatives

11/06/2013WRZ02800473. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection the labour activation 
measures that are in place to encourage persons to take on seasonal work; the provision in place 
to allow persons to move from unemployment to seasonal work without impact on welfare 
entitlement when seasonal employment ends; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28012/13]

11/06/2013WRZ02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government will continue to 
ensure that the social protection system incentivises rather than blocks the return to work for 
unemployed people, including the taking on of seasonal work. 

The activation measures available for jobseekers do not discriminate between persons seek-
ing seasonal work and those seeking typical work. Hence, those seeking seasonal work can 
avail of the same range of activation measures that are currently available to persons seeking 
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longer-term work.  To this end, in the first four months of this year, there were some 38,100 
referrals of unemployed persons (including those seeking seasonal work) to group engagement 
sessions with DSP’s Employment Services.  As part of this process, all job-seekers are advised 
of the JobsIreland website and Freephone service where employers advertise their vacancies.  
These vacancies include seasonal positions.

Employers and other commentators have stated that people are wary of taking up short term 
employment due to the perception that there would be delays getting back into payment when 
that employment ends. In order to address these concerns and to benefit the many people who 
wish to avail of temporary work, the Department decided to extend the period for which claims 
can be temporarily suspended in November 2012.

Where a person states that they have found work, it is normal practice for a jobseeker claim 
to be closed.  However, in cases where the customer is taking up a short period of temporary 
work or training, arrangements are now in place to simplify the process of signing off and back 
on at the end of this period. In these cases, instead of closing the claim, the local office tempo-
rarily suspends payment for the duration of the work or training.  The period of suspension for 
temporary work has been increased from four weeks to eight weeks. This harmonises the period 
with those on temporary training courses.

When the person signs on again after the period of work or training, the claim can be reac-
tivated very quickly and payment restored within a few days. It is important for the customer 
to make clear to the local office in advance that the work or training is expected to last for up 
to 8 weeks only. Where a period of employment is expected to exceed 8 weeks, the jobseeker’s 
claim is closed in the normal manner.

To ensure consistency and uniformity, the treatment of Rent and Mortgage Interest Supple-
ment claims where someone takes up temporary work (up to 8 weeks) is being aligned to 
Jobseekers schemes.  Customers are advised to contact the office administering the Rent or 
Mortgage Interest Supplement claim as soon as the employment ends so that their original en-
titlement can be re-instated without delay.  

  Question No. 474 withdrawn. 

11/06/2013WRZ03100National Internship Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRZ03200475. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to allow per-
sons who have been claiming social welfare payments for less than six months to obtain a 
position on the JobBridge scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28027/13]

11/06/2013WRZ03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Since the commencement of the 
scheme on 1st July 2011, eligibility for a JobBridge internship is based upon a person being in 
receipt of certain specified social welfare payments or signing for credits for at least 3 months 
(or 78 days) out of the last 6 months.  It is critical to prioritise scarce exchequer resources at 
those most in need and as such there are no plans to amend this requirement at present.

11/06/2013WRAA00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

11/06/2013WRAA00200476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; the reason 
jobseeker’s allowance has been recently reduced; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [28038/13]

11/06/2013WRAA00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The maximum family rate of job-
seeker’s allowance for two adults is €312.80 per week or €156.40 per person per week.  The 
spouse of the person concerned has recently been awarded jobseeker’s allowance at €156.40 
per week.  The jobseeker’s allowance of the person concerned was adjusted to €156.40 per 
week in order to keep the combined family payment within the maximum rate allowed. 

11/06/2013WRAA00350Citizen Information Services

11/06/2013WRAA00400477. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the growth of 
the east side of Galway City, if a permanent citizen information centre will be opened on that 
side of the city or in the nearby town of Oranmore. [28093/13]

11/06/2013WRAA00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Galway Citizens Information Ser-
vice (CIS) is funded through the Citizens Information Board to provide information, advice and 
advocacy services to the citizens of County Galway.  There are offices in Galway city, Tuam, 
Clifden and Rosmuc.  In addition, outreach services are provided in a number of towns, includ-
ing  Headford, Portumna, Loughrea, Gort and Oranmore in the east side of the county. 

There are no plans to increase the level of service in Oranmore as the average number of 
personal callers availing of that outreach service in 2012 was 3 per month.  The Board of Gal-
way CIS is satisfied that the current level of service is adequate to meet the service demand in 
the outreach areas.  Local management monitors the level of demand for services across the 
county and should the level of demand warrant an increased level of service in any of these 
areas, this will be considered by the Board of Galway CIS in the light of available resources. 

The Citizens Information Board also operates a national helpline, telephone 0761 07 4000, 
which provides a comprehensive and confidential information service to people throughout 
the country, Monday to Friday from 9am to 9pm.  Further information is provided on a broad 
range of subjects on the citizen’s information website www.citizensinformation.ie, which aims 
to meet customer demands for fast, easy access to comprehensive information on rights and 
entitlements.

11/06/2013WRAA00550Natural Heritage Areas

11/06/2013WRAA00600478. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way the Office of Public Works is using the information from the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre; if it is moving towards granting protection of the proposed 600 Natural Heritage Areas 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26669/13]

11/06/2013WRAA00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment provides funding to the Heritage Council for the operation of the National Biodiversity 
Data Centre.  My Department is one of the main providers of biodiversity data to the centre.  
My Department uses distribution data collated by the National Biodiversity Data Centre in 
reports to the EU on the status of species protected under EU Directives.  It works with the 
Centre and experts across all of Ireland to produce assessments of the status of other threatened 
species which are published as “Red Lists” on my Department’s website www.npws.ie.  It also 
uses data collated by the centre on Invasive Species which have reached, or might reach Ireland.

In relation to Natural Heritage Areas, my priority in protecting areas is the completion of the 
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designation process of Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas, as required 
by the EU Habitats and Birds Directives, respectively.  However, in 2011, I published the Na-
tional Biodiversity Plan “Actions for Biodiversity 2011-2016”, and this includes an action to 
review previously proposed Natural Heritage Areas and to designate them as appropriate under 
the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000.  This work will progress in line with the completion of 
the priorities outlined above.

11/06/2013WRAA00750Heritage Centres Expenditure

11/06/2013WRAA00800479. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his plans to establish a mechanism at a county level for the protection of local biodiversity areas 
as part of a move to protect the proposed 600 Natural Heritage Areas; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that organisations such as BirdWatch Ireland have been forced to issue a code 
of conduct for visitors to bird colonies in view of the fact that there are no signage, wardens 
or cordoning of visitors that would prevent disturbance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26670/13]

11/06/2013WRAA00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Most of the 
important bird breeding colonies are protected as Special Protection Areas under the EU Birds 
Directive, and a great many are difficult to access.  Nesting birds are strictly protected under the 
Wildlife Acts and my Department is active in enforcing the Acts.  I welcome the contribution 
of voluntary organisations which provide codes of conduct for their members and the public in 
areas important for nature.

Local authorities also have a role to play in both promoting and protecting local biodiver-
sity.  This is a role I am interested in expanding.  The national biodiversity plan “Actions for 
Biodiversity 2011-2016” which I published in 2011, following consultation with other Govern-
ment Departments, local authorities and stakeholders, recognises the important role of local 
authorities and communities in protecting biodiversity. An action in the plan is that each local 
authority would publish a Local Biodiversity Action Plan or review existing plans.

11/06/2013WRAA00950Waterways Ireland Feasibility Study

11/06/2013WRAA01000480. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide an update on the restoration plan for the section of the Royal Canal from Killa-
shee, County Longford to Longford town, in view of the fact that this has been characterised 
as the missing link on the Royal Canal system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27522/13]

11/06/2013WRAA01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I can confirm 
to the Deputy that the Waterways Ireland Corporate Plan for 2011-2013, which has been ap-
proved by the North South Ministerial Council, plans for the completion of the feasibility study 
on the extension of the Longford Branch of the Royal Canal in December 2013,  I am informed 
by Waterways Ireland that this study is presently on target.

11/06/2013WRAA01150State Bodies Code of Conduct

11/06/2013WRAA01200481. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
views on whether it is contrary to the strategic interest of Irish indigenous companies involved 
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in the seaweed extraction business that on 1 March 2013 a decision was made by the board 
of Údarás to sell a company (details supplied); the way this decision will affect the supply of 
seaweed material to Irish companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27708/13]

11/06/2013WRAA01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I understand 
from Údarás na Gaeltachta that the proposed sale of shares in the company referred to by the 
Deputy was approved by the board of Údarás on the 1st of March 2013 on the basis that the 
proposed sale met the criteria laid down by Údarás.  One of those criteria was that the supply 
of raw material to the indigenous Irish customer base would be assured and safeguarded into 
the future.  I also understand that the proposed purchaser of the shares in the company fully ac-
cepts the need to safeguard the supply of raw material to the indigenous Irish companies who 
are customers of the company referred to by the Deputy.

My consent and the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform are required 
in order to proceed with the sale of Údarás’ shares in the company.  The proposed sale of shares 
is currently being examined by my Department and I expect that a final decision will be made in 
the near future.  In that regard, I understand that should the decision of the board of Údarás be 
ratified, it is the intention of Údarás to put a mechanism in place to assure the continued supply 
of raw material to the Irish customer base of the company.  In that context, it should be noted 
that not all indigenous Irish companies involved in the seaweed extraction business are depen-
dent on the company referred to by the Deputy for their supply of raw material. 

Finally, while my Department has no statutory role in respect of the seaweed extraction 
business, I understood that there are other issues concerning the ongoing supply and licensing 
of seaweed harvesting which are also important to the strategic interest, not only of the com-
pany itself, but also of its Irish customer base involved in seaweed processing and creation of 
value added products.

11/06/2013WRAA01350Museum Projects

11/06/2013WRAA01400482. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will explain the rationale behind the decision to close the shops at Ireland’s national museums 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; his views on the impact that this decision will have on jobs; 
if he will acknowledge that this decision will have an adverse knock-on effect to the economies 
locally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27886/13]

11/06/2013WRAA01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Since the 
National Museum of Ireland became an autonomous statutory body under the provisions of the 
National Cultural Institutions Act 1997, the Board of the Museum is statutorily responsible for 
all operational matters and I, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, do not have a 
statutory function in respect of such matters. 

11/06/2013WRAA01550Planning Issues

11/06/2013WRAA01600483. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
attention has been drawn to the difficulties with houses on which there are preservation orders, 
where household income will not allow remedial work to be carried out without grant aid; if he 
is considering reintroducing a grant scheme to help cover cost of work; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27920/13]

11/06/2013WRAA01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Part IV of 
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the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012 provides for the protection of architectural heri-
tage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify and protect the 
architectural heritage by including them on the Record of Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the 
Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected 
structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals af-
fecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. 

Recognising this duty of care placed on owners of protected structures, a number of State 
financial supports provide for the conservation and restoration of heritage structures in both 
private and public ownership.  As the Deputy can appreciate however, the scope for funding for 
the conservation of the built heritage is currently constrained by the significant reduction in the 
public finances. 

I recently announced grant funding to thirty-four local authorities under the Department’s 
Structures at Risk Fund 2013 to enable conservation works to forty-five heritage structures in 
both private and public ownership deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration and which 
are protected under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012.  The Structures at Risk 
Fund is set up to assist with urgent works to safeguard such structures, in private and civic 
ownership, and in certain cases works to structures within Architectural Conservation Areas.

This scheme which is administered by the local authorities has been in operation since 
2011 and has encouraged regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and helped to secure 
the preservation of protected structures which may otherwise have been lost.  Since 2011 over 
70 structures have been funded under this scheme.  Funding for this scheme is fully allocated 
for 2013.  Subject to on-going budgetary constraints, I hope to fund this scheme again in 2014.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also administers a number of heritage 
grants schemes.  It is a matter for the Heritage Council to prioritise its allocations within the 
resources available to it.

11/06/2013WRAA01750Wildlife Protection

11/06/2013WRAA01800484. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps he will take to address the serious threat to wildlife at a location (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; if he will consider introducing a bounty to hunters to alleviate this problem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27232/13]

11/06/2013WRAA01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Wild mink 
are not protected species under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 and they can be controlled by 
farmers, landowners and others.

A study commissioned by my Department, and published in 2009, estimated the popula-
tion of wild mink in the State could reach a total of between 20,500 and 33,500 individuals, 
and identified ground-nesting birds as the species most vulnerable to mink predation.  In this 
regard, my Department is concentrating its resources on protecting the nesting sites of rare and 
threatened bird species, including red-throated diver, corncrake, grey partridge, waders and 
terns, from a range of predators, including mink.  My Department undertook predator control 
programmes on land it owns or manages in recent years.  €92,000 was spent in 2011 with a 
further €135,000 spent in 2012.  Expenditure in 2013 is likely to be in the region of the 2012 
figure.  However, this covers many predatory species as well as the mink, including also grey 
crow, magpie and fox.

I also provided €20,000 to the National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC) 
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to stimulate increased control of mink by game shooting clubs.  I consider that this offers a 
useful addition to the measures already being taken by my Department.  While feral mink are 
found in most parts of the country, I requested that, as far as possible, special attention should 
be given to the counties of Donegal, Galway, Mayo and Kerry, where my Department has also 
concentrated its efforts.  The scheme is operated by the NARGC, with a verification process 
agreed with my Department.

In relation to Kerry in particular, my Department is aware that local gun clubs and landown-
ers are working to address the wild mink situation in the areas identified by the Deputy.  My 
Department has also provided mink traps to local groups in Kerry to assist them in their work 
and it will continue to target trapping in priority areas within the resources available to it.

11/06/2013WRAA01950Hare Coursing

11/06/2013WRAA02000485. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if the national coursing meeting in Clonmel, County Tipperary on 2, 3 and 4 February, was 
monitored by the NPWS; similarly for the Irish Cup in Limerick on 22, 23 and 24 February; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27280/13]

11/06/2013WRAA02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The control 
of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings and managing 
the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, which 
is the responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  Hare coursing is 
administered by the Irish Coursing Club, which is a body set up under the Greyhound Industry 
Act 1958. 

My Department issues licences to the Irish Coursing Club and its affiliated clubs to net and 
capture hares under the Wildlife Acts.  Officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of 
my Department attend coursing meetings, on a spot-check basis, to monitor compliance with 
conditions on the licences granted by my Department.  During the most recent 2012/13 cours-
ing season, over 50% of the meetings held by the Irish Coursing Club were monitored by my 
Department.  Neither of the two meetings identified by the Deputy was attended by my Depart-
ment although a pre-coursing inspection was carried out at the Limerick meeting on 22 Febru-
ary.

11/06/2013WRAA02150Performing Arts

11/06/2013WRAA02200486. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
there are any supports available for students studying in performing arts-musical theatre cours-
es abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26825/13]

11/06/2013WRAA02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment does not provide grants to students or performing arts practitioners.  Under the Arts Act 
2003, the Arts Council has primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels 
throughout the State.  As Minister, I cannot intervene in the Council’s funding decisions, as it is 
statutorily independent in the exercise of that function under the Arts Act 2003.

11/06/2013WRAA02350Irish Language Issues

11/06/2013WRAA02400487. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
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action his Department is taking to promote the Irish language; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26881/13]

11/06/2013WRAA02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The 20-Year 
Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 consists of a comprehensive strategy for the pres-
ervation and promotion of the Irish language.  The Strategy promotes a holistic, integrated ap-
proach to the Irish language which is consistent with international best practice.  The Strategy 
sets out nine areas for action, including education, the Gaeltacht, the family, public services, the 
media, the economy, legislation and various cross-cutting initiatives.  The Strategy recognises 
that the implementation of the various measures contained therein requires a phased approach.  
While my Department has the overarching responsibility for the Strategy, it is working in co-
operation with other key stakeholders to implement the Strategy on an incremental basis within 
available resources.  

Since the Strategy was published in December 2010, priority was given during 2011 to 
implementing the Strategy’s establishment phase.  This involved providing information about 
the Strategy and establishing the structures required for its implementation.  Priority was given 
during 2012 to legislative matters.  The enactment of the Gaeltacht Act 2012 was a significant 
achievement as it provides for a statutory language planning process, both within and outside 
the existing Gaeltacht, and for a statutory role in this regard for Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras 
na Gaeilge, as appropriate.  It is intended to publish a progress report shortly on the implemen-
tation of the Strategy to date, in addition to implementation plans by the key stakeholders. 

Under the Revised Estimates for 2013, my Department has been allocated almost €57m for 
the Irish language, the Gaeltacht and the islands.  This includes funding for Údarás na Gaeltach-
ta, the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga and the North South Language Body.  The Language 
Body consists of Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency and its budget is subject to the 
approval of the North South Ministerial Council.  

Further information with regard to the promotion of the Irish language is available on the 
following websites: www.ahg.gov.ie, www.udaras.ie, www.coimisineir.ie and www.forasna-
gaeilge.ie.

11/06/2013WRAA02550Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

11/06/2013WRAA02600488. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in view 
of permission being granted to the many turf cutters on National Heritage Sites, if he will con-
firm if the review will be carried out on the National Heritage Sites before Autumn in order 
for ample time and resources to be made available for alternative arrangements in the next turf 
cutting season if necessary. [27352/13]

11/06/2013WRAA02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Some 75 
raised bogs have been formally designated as Natural Heritage Areas - NHAs - under the Wild-
life Acts.  The Wildlife Acts provide protection to NHAs through a requirement for certain, po-
tentially damaging activities to obtain Ministerial consent before being undertaken.  Turf-cut-
ting, drainage works and afforestation are typically listed as activities that require such consent. 

As with the case of Special Areas of Conservation, a 10 year derogation was applied to 
allow domestic turf cutting to continue on NHAs. In May 2010, the previous Government de-
cided that turf-cutting should come to an end on all raised bog NHAs at the end of 2013. 

However, as set out in the Programme for Government, the current Government undertook 
to review the situation with regard to raised bog NHAs.  This review is currently underway and 
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the future of turf-cutting on such sites is being considered as part of that review.  To assist in 
this task, my Department has engaged a team of scientific specialists to underpin this review.  I 
hope that the review will be completed in the autumn. 

NHAs are not subject to the same legal regime under the Habitats Directive that applies to 
raised bog Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). However, the approach to peat extraction on 
NHA raised bogs has been raised by the European Commission in the same Reasoned Opinion 
that was addressed to Ireland in relation to turf-cutting on raised bog SACs.  The issue relat-
ing to NHAs concerns adherence to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Directive. 

In this regard it should be noted that the NHA raised bogs were formally designated as part 
of a resolution to a case where Ireland was found against in the European Court of Justice in re-
lation to inadequate application of the EIA Directive regarding peat extraction.  This judgment 
was made against Ireland in 1999.

Therefore, while the Government has more options in regard to the approach that can be 
taken to the management of NHA raised bogs we will need to work closely with the European 
Commission to ensure that the approach taken meets our legal obligations. 

It is my intention that the review of NHAs will provide clarity for turf-cutters and landown-
ers, in advance of the 2014 turf cutting season and my Department will be contacting individual 
landowners and turf-cutters on these sites once the outcome has been finalised.

Issues in relation to NHA raised bogs have been discussed with stakeholders represented at 
the Peatlands Council.

11/06/2013WRAA02750Tourism Projects Funding

11/06/2013WRAA02800489. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if any funding is available to republish the self tour guide Exploring Maynooth for Maynooth, 
County Kildare which has since gone out of print but is in popular local demand; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27376/13]

11/06/2013WRAA02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty can appreciate fiscal support for the heritage sector is a matter of competing priorities in 
these challenging times. Funding allocated to my Department for heritage programmes is fully 
committed for 2013. 

I am advised that the booklet was originally published by Maynooth local history group 
in 2000 with funding from a programme then operated by the Department of Agriculture - the 
precursor of the current LEADER programme.

11/06/2013WRAA02950Tourism Projects Funding

11/06/2013WRAA03000490. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will advise on the funding opportunities that are open to a local cultural facility (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27392/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Although 
welcoming further commemorations that might contribute towards an informed appreciation 
this historic figure’s very significant contribution to the Independence movement and the Irish 
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State, this particular proposal appears primarily to be a commercial venture for which I am un-
able to provide financial support. 

11/06/2013WRAA03150EU Directives

11/06/2013WRAA03200491. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the work 
his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a 
potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27468/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has responsibility for the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, both of which have 
been fully transposed into Irish law through the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 and the Planning and Development Acts.  There are no outstanding 
transposition deadlines for which my Department is responsible.  

By way of implementation of these directives, individual Statutory Instruments are signed 
into law by me to formally designate Special Protection Areas, under the Birds Directive, and 
Special Areas of Conservation under the Habitats Directive. This work is ongoing.     

11/06/2013WRAA03350National Cultural Institutions

11/06/2013WRAA03400492. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans for the gift and-or books shops under the remit of his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27558/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03500493. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of gift and-or books shops under the remit of his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27560/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03600494. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
revenue made in the gift and-or books shops under the remit of his Department for 2010, 2011 
and 2012 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27561/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03700495. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
cost of running the gift and-or books shops under the remit of his Department for 2010, 2011 
and 2012 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27562/13]

11/06/2013WRAA03800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 492 to 495, inclusive, together. 

 The Deputy should note that while there are a number of retail outlets operating in many 
of the National Cultural Institutions which are funded from my Department’s Vote Group, their 
operations and management fall outside my direct remit and I have no statutory function in 
relation to these outlets.  Similarly, while there are gift shops in a number of the National Parks 
which are funded from my Department’s Vote Group, these are operated by private concerns 
and their operations fall outside my remit.  The Deputy may wish to contact the relevant institu-
tions directly for further information.

11/06/2013WRBB00050Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications
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11/06/2013WRBB00100496. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will furnish a reply to correspondence (details supplied) which is ongoing with his Department 
for more than two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27594/13]

11/06/2013WRBB00200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The individ-
ual, referred to in correspondence from the Deputy in February last, applied for compensation 
under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, administered by my Department.  The 
qualifying criteria for this scheme are that the claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 
53 raised bog special areas of conservation - ownership or turbary right; the claimant must have 
been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in question on 25 May 2010; 
the turbary on the site must not be exhausted; the claimant must have been cutting turf on the 
land in question during the relevant five year period; and no turf cutting or associated activity 
is ongoing on the property.

Following an inspection by officials of my Department of the plot of bog in respect of 
which the applicant has applied for compensation, it appears that no turf has been cut on this 
site for many years.  I am advised that the applicant claims to have ceased cutting turf on this 
plot when he joined the rural environment protection scheme administered by the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  My Department has been in contact with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in relation to those who had included bog land within their 
claims for payment under the rural environment protection scheme.  That Department has re-
cently advised my Department that an individual could cut turf for domestic use on the land in 
question without any reduction being made in rural environment protection scheme payments.

My Department has written to the applicant setting out the position as advised by the De-
partment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and requesting him to clarify his situation.

11/06/2013WRBB00250National Monuments

11/06/2013WRBB00300497. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the Moore Street national monument, Dublin, is in a 
perilous state of disrepair due to neglect; if he will specify the steps, if any, he intends to take to 
rectify this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27798/13]

11/06/2013WRBB00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 4 on 30 May 2013.

11/06/2013WRBB00450Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRBB00500498. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when pay-
ment will issue from the turf cutters compensation scheme to persons (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27894/13]

11/06/2013WRBB00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The indi-
viduals referred to in the Deputy’s Question previously sold their interest in land in a raised 
bog special area of conservation under the voluntary bog purchase scheme, administered by my 
Department.  An incentive bonus of €6,000, available under the scheme, was also paid to the 
applicants at the time of purchase, on the condition that they were selling all plots of bog land 
in their possession and registered or unregistered turbary rights within a designated area.  The 
individuals have applied for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation 
scheme.  From the application submitted to my Department, it appears that the applicants did 
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not sell all plots in their possession within the designated site at that time.  I am also advised that 
they have indicated on their application form that they had cut turf on a plot within the raised 
bog special area of conservation in 2012.

My Department is considering the position of those who have previously received com-
pensation under the voluntary bog purchase scheme, including the incentive bonus, but have 
retained bog plots within raised bog special areas of conservation and will be writing to all such 
applicants in relation to their position in due course.

11/06/2013WRBB00650Air Services Provision

11/06/2013WRBB00700499. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he has 
commissioned an independent socio-economic analysis of the value of the Aran Islands air ser-
vice and if not if he will be doing so. [28091/13]

11/06/2013WRBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): In accordance with EU Regulations, my Department intends to undertake a 
review of the need for a Public Service Obligation air service for the Aran Islands.  Preliminary 
steps in relation to this review have commenced within my Department.

11/06/2013WRBB00850Renewable Energy Generation Targets

11/06/2013WRBB00900500. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide a report on any and all plans to reach the EU targets set for 
increasing renewable energy here. [26651/13]

11/06/2013WRBB01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a binding target where at least 16% of our 
energy requirements should come from renewable sources by 2020.  The directive also requires 
all Member States to achieve a minimum target of 10% renewable energy in the transport sector 
by 2020.  In order to meet our overall 16% requirement, we aim to achieve 40% in the renew-
able electricity sector, 12% renewables in the heating sector and the required 10% in transport.

Under the Directive, Ireland was required to set out in a National Renewable Energy Action 
Plan (NREAP) the trajectory towards meeting its legally binding targets.  The NREAP and the 
First Progress Report on the NREAP, which are available on my Department’s website, show 
the sectoral and technology breakdown that we anticipate in the achievement of our target.  By 
the end of 2011, we had reached 6.4% of overall energy consumption from renewable sources 
and the trajectory set out in the NREAP assumes that we will achieve the 16% target incremen-
tally at approximately 1% per annum.  My Department’s Strategy for Renewable Energy 2012 
to 2020 sets out the key strategic goals for the various renewable energy sectors.  

There are a number of policy measures in place which will help us achieve these goals.  The 
Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff (REFIT) schemes will see increasing amounts of renewable 
electricity connected to the grid and, through REFIT3 support for biomass Combined Heat and 
Power (CHP) technologies, will also help towards our renewable heat target.  Measures such as 
the Biofuel Obligation Scheme to increase the use of biofuels, and the Electric Vehicle Grant 
Scheme to incentivise the purchase of new Electric Vehicles are the mechanisms being used to 
achieve our target for renewable transport.  

Policy interventions including ReHeat schemes, energy efficiency schemes and policies, 
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building regulations, REFIT3 for CHP and natural market migration to renewable heating tech-
nologies will deliver the majority of the 12% renewable heat target.  In addition, later this year 
I will be publishing a National Bioenergy Strategy which will outline the role energy from 
biomass will play to contribute to the achievement of our national targets and, in particular, the 
target for the heat sector.

11/06/2013WRBB01050Hydraulic Fracturing Licence Applications

11/06/2013WRBB01100501. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on whether a request to facilitate the development of fracking pre-empts 
the outcome of the Environmental Protection Agency assessment of the matter (details sup-
plied). [27818/13]

11/06/2013WRBB01200502. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in view of the fact that Loop Head, County Clare, was recently chosen tourism des-
tination of the year by the Irish Times and is the subject of an application for an exploration 
licence for hydraulic fracking for the extraction of shale gas, otherwise known as unconven-
tional hydrocarbons, the steps he will take to ensure that the natural beauty and other tourism re-
sources of the Loop Head peninsula and other areas of County Clare and the country in general 
are protected into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27819/13]

11/06/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 501 and 502 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, in February 2011 my Department announced that it was of-
fering Onshore Petroleum Licensing Options to Tamboran Resources PTY Ltd over 986 km2 in 
the Northwest Carboniferous Basin; Lough Allen Natural Gas Company Ltd over 467 km2 in 
the Northwest Carboniferous Basin; and Enegi Oil Plc over 495 km2 in the Clare Basin.

These “options” were valid for a period of up to a maximum of 24 months and gave the 
holder the first right, exercisable at any time during the period of the Option, to an Exploration 
Licence over all or part of the area covered by the Option.  The licensing options awarded were 
preliminary authorisations and were designed to allow the companies assess the shale gas po-
tential of the acreage largely based on desktop studies of existing data. 

Exploration drilling, including drilling that would involve hydraulic fracturing was not al-
lowed under these Licensing Options.  Two of the three companies, which had been granted 
onshore licensing options in February 2011, have submitted applications for a follow-on explo-
ration licence.  My Department will initially evaluate these applications, focussing on the tech-
nical rationale underpinning the applications, along with the corporate information provided.  
Where the outcome of this evaluation is positive, further consideration of the applications will 
then be put on hold until after the findings of EPA Research Programme have been published.  
The key questions to be addressed by this research are, whether this technology can be used 
while fully protecting the environment and human health, and what the best environmental 
practice in using this technology might be.

The EPA is currently in the process of finalising Terms of Reference to engage the appropri-
ate expertise to consider the potential environmental impacts of hydraulic fracking.  These draft 
Terms of Reference have been the subject of a public consultation process and I understand that 
over a 1,000 submissions were received under this process and these are currently being exam-
ined.  It is anticipated that following the engagement of the relevant experts, the study will take 
considerable time to complete, leading to a potential publication date in 2015.
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I would like to confirm that any application for an exploration licence submitted to me 
that proposed the use of hydraulic fracturing as part of an unconventional gas exploration pro-
gramme would be subject to a full environmental impact assessment.  An Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) entails consideration of the potential impacts of a project on population, 
fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and 
archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the above factors.  Under 
the EIA Directive, it is not possible to permit a project unless it can be determined following 
assessment that it would not have an unacceptable environmental or social impact.

I would also like to confirm that it is not proposed to consider applications for exploration 
authorisations in respect of other onshore areas until the EPA Research Programme has con-
cluded.

11/06/2013WRBB01350Public Broadcasting Charge Introduction

11/06/2013WRBB01400503. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when details of the broadcasting charge will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26996/13]

11/06/2013WRBB01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to transform the TV licence 
into a household based Public Broadcasting Charge, my Department is involved in the ongoing 
analysis and policy development work that is necessary in advance of any changes that may be 
required.  As I have previously outlined to the Deputy, a Value for Money Policy Review has 
been recently completed by an independently chaired Review Group which considered a range 
of issues in relation to the proposal, including the efficiency and effectiveness of the current 
licensing system.  The Report of the Review Group has been submitted to me and I am giving 
due consideration to the Report and its recommendations in the context of the next steps to be 
taken in regard to the introduction of the charge.  It is important to note that the proposed charge 
in not an additional public charge but rather one that is to replace the existing funding system 
based on the collection of television licence fees with one based on the imposition of device-
independent charge on eligible households and businesses. 

This is a complex process and the logistics involved require thorough attention.  Issues such 
as identifying those liable for the charge, together with the most appropriate collection method, 
exemptions and enforcement mechanics require detailed consideration and have a bearing on 
the timeframe for implementation.  In this context, I should like to confirm at this stage, how-
ever, my expectation that the current exemptions in relation to pensioners and those entitled to 
the Household Benefits Package will continue to apply.

When due consideration has been given to all of the issues involved and policy decisions 
have been made, legislative measures will follow as appropriate.  That said, I expect to be in a 
position, subject to Government approval, to initiate work in the Autumn on the legislative and 
other work necessary to implement the household based Public Broadcasting Charge.

11/06/2013WRBB01550National Energy Efficiency Action Plan

11/06/2013WRBB01600504. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the processes involved in conducting the national building inventory as laid 
out in the Energy Efficiency Action Plan published by his Department in February 2013; when 
the inventory will get underway; the staffing and financial commitment involved; the expected 
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completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27094/13]

11/06/2013WRBB01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware I published the second National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(NEEAP) on 28 February last, which reaffirms Ireland’s commitment to a 20% energy savings 
target in 2020 in pursuit of our EU obligations.  This is equivalent to 31,925 Gigawatt hours 
(GWh) or a reduction in annual CO2 emissions of around 7.7 Mega tonnes (Mt).  Recognising 
that Government must lead by example, we are committed to achieving a 33% reduction in 
public sector energy use by 2020.

Action number 20 of the second Action Plan states that: We will work with public bodies to 
fulfil their exemplar role with respect to building energy efficiency.  As part of delivering that 
goal we have committed, inter alia, to developing an inventory of public sector buildings by 
end 2013; requiring that Display Energy Certificates are prominently displayed in all buildings 
that are occupied by public bodies over certain defined thresholds; and requiring that all new 
buildings occupied and owned by public bodies from December 2018 be nearly zero-energy 
buildings.  The NEEAP requirement therefore is to develop an inventory of public sector build-
ings and not a national inventory as the Deputy implies. 

I should also point out that under the Energy Efficiency Directive (2012/27/EU) there is a 
requirement to publish an inventory of central government buildings over certain size thresh-
olds and outlining their energy performance by 31 December 2013.  Member States have 18 
months to transpose the Directive, with a transposition deadline of 5 June 2014.  However, there 
are a number of policy decisions and reporting requirements to be notified to the Commission 
in advance of the transposition deadline.  A series of subgroups have been set up with relevant 
stakeholders in order to progress the transposition of the Directive, with a formal consultation 
on the transposition and implementation of the Directive expected in Q3.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) manages the central government stock of buildings and 
they already have a register of the buildings they own and lease, which includes detailed energy 
usage information on about 250 of the larger buildings.  This register includes central govern-
ment buildings, some agencies and Garda stations.  I understand they are considering adding 
buildings over 500 square metres over the next year, along with a detailed survey of their large 
owned office accommodation, about 120 buildings in all.  More generally discussions are on-
going with OPW in relation to our NEEAP targets and related obligations under the Directive.  
The staffing and financial costs in relation to the inventory of OPW buildings are a matter for 
that office.  My colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure allocated €9m over three years 
to the OPW in Budget 2013 to expand their successful Optimising Power at Work campaign to 
targeted buildings in the wider public sector. 

As part of our Action Plan for Jobs commitments, we will issue in June this year a mandate 
to public sector organisations with an annual energy spend of €500,000 or more, to go to the 
market to identify solutions for the delivery of energy reduction services.  In 2010-2011 the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and my Department developed and launched a 
comprehensive monitoring and reporting system to record each individual public body’s prog-
ress towards the 33% target.  A database of over 30,000 meters has been established to enable 
the accurate gathering of public sector data.  This database is being developed with linkages to 
the National Procurement service and will lead to better procurement of energy supplies for the 
public sector.  A report on public sector energy consumption will be published later this year.  

Should all measures detailed in the NEEAP reach their full potential by 2020 it is estimated 
that a potential reduction in energy spend across all sectors of approximately €2.36 billion (at 
2011 prices) will be realised.  A very significant element of this will be Exchequer savings in 
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the public sector.

Question No. 505 answered with Question No. 62.

11/06/2013WRBB01850Renewable Energy Generation Issues

11/06/2013WRBB01900506. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will set out in detail the tax, royalty and licencing regime in place for 
the development of wind energy and other renewable energy sources. [26647/13]

11/06/2013WRBB02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The development and operation of wind farms in Ireland require planning permission from the 
relevant planning authority and, in the case of offshore wind farms, a foreshore lease from the 
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  Wind farms also require an 
Authorisation to Construct a Generating Station and a Licence to Generate from the Commis-
sion from Energy Regulation.  In addition, a grid connection from EirGrid or ESB Networks is 
required for a farm to become operational. 

With regard to taxation, the State benefits from the tax take on any taxable profits generated 
by energy companies.  Rates are also payable to local authorities and offshore wind developers 
pay royalties of 2.5% of total revenue to the Department of Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government under the terms of foreshore leases.

Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 79.

11/06/2013WRBB02150Wind Energy Guidelines

11/06/2013WRBB02200508. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will set out in detail the process through which a company such as Saor-
gas would establish an offshore wind farm as is currently proposed for the Kish Bank, including 
all the licensing, leasing, environmental requirements and also detailing the different areas of 
responsibility covered by his Department and other Government Departments. [26649/13]

11/06/2013WRBB02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The development and operation of wind farms in Ireland require planning permission from the 
relevant planning authority and, in the case of offshore wind farms, a foreshore lease from the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  They also require an 
Authorisation to Construct or Reconstruct a Generating Station and a Licence to Generate from 
the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  In addition, a grid connection from EirGrid or 
ESB Networks is required to become operational.  

The issue of planning and foreshore leasing are in the first instance matters between the de-
veloper of the wind farm and the planning authority subject to the Planning and Foreshore Acts, 
including the requirements for public consultation as specified in the legislation.  In addition, 
best practice Wind Energy Guidelines were published in 2006.  Currently, the Department of 
the Environment, Community and Local Government - in conjunction with my Department and 
other stakeholders - is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the 2006 guidelines.  
This review will examine the manner in which the guidelines address key issues of community 
concern to ensure that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local communities.  In 
addition, the 2012 Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission 
and Other Energy Infrastructure, published by my Department, emphasises the importance of 
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public and local community acceptance, adherence to national and international standards in 
designing and constructing energy networks and infrastructure, early consultation and engage-
ment with local communities, and building community gain considerations into energy infra-
structure planning and budgeting.  

Applications for Authorisations to Construct or Reconstruct a Generating Station and for 
Licences to Generate are assessed by the CER ahead of granting or refusing the application.  
The conditions imposed in the Authorisation and in the Licence must be met by the generator 
and compliance is monitored by the CER on an on-going basis.  In relation to grid connections, 
EirGrid and ESB Networks assess applications and make connection offers in line with the ap-
propriate development and rollout of grid infrastructure.  

I am advised that the company mentioned by the Deputy is proposing to build an offshore 
wind farm on the Kish and Bray Banks and is currently seeking views from the public on its 
proposals.  For the information of the Deputy I understand that the project website (http://
www.dublinarray.com/) contains links to relevant documentation including Environmental Im-
pact Statements and related documents.  I also understand that printed copies of the project 
documentation are currently available for viewing by the public at numerous public libraries 
including in Howth, Dun Laoghaire, and Dalkey, as well as in the Garda Stations in Bray and 
Greystones.

Question No. 509 answered with Question No. 68.

11/06/2013WRBB02450Energy Resources

11/06/2013WRBB02500510. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will outline the way a greater focus on developing energy efficiency can 
contribute to job creation; if investment will be secured at EU level for modern energy infra-
structure; if the challenge posed by high energy prices will be addressed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26702/13]

11/06/2013WRBB02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Investments in energy efficiency are associated with job creation in two principal ways.  Firstly, 
jobs are supported directly through initiatives to install energy efficiency technologies and sys-
tems (including the manufacture and supply of energy efficiency technologies).  Secondly, en-
ergy efficiency gains lead to additional spending power which supports additional induced jobs.  
Experience from recent grant schemes suggests that, based on induced labour spend, it can be 
estimated that almost 450 jobs are directly supported for a year for every €10 million of Exche-
quer expenditure, rising to 675 when indirect jobs are included.  This is before competitiveness 
impacts due to reduced energy costs are taken into account.  It is also clear that such investment 
bolsters the government position in relation to increased take from VAT and employment levies 
in relation to this activity.

In relation to the matter of securing investment at EU level for modern energy infrastruc-
ture, the European Commission estimates that the European energy system requires €1 trillion 
in investment by the year 2020.  At the European Council of 22nd May last, it was noted that 
significant investments in new and intelligent energy infrastructure are needed to secure the 
uninterrupted supply of energy at affordable prices and that the financing for such investments 
should primarily come from the market.  All stakeholders in the European energy system, in-
cluding Governments, regulators, energy industry and energy consumers, as well as the Europe 
Union’s institutions such as the Commission, have parts to play in ensuring the required invest-
ment is achieved.
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In this context, the implementation of EU Regulation 347/2013 on Guidelines for trans-
European energy infrastructure, known as the Energy Infrastructure Package, should assist in 
securing that investment.  The Regulation provides for measures to ensure the timely imple-
mentation of major European-scale energy projects, such as the streamlining and acceleration 
of permitting processes.  It also sets out the conditions for eligibility of these projects for Euro-
pean Union financial assistance under the associated forthcoming EU financial instrument, the 
Connecting Europe Facility.

Regarding the challenge of high electricity and gas prices, responsibility for the regulation 
of the electricity and gas retail market is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER), which is an independent statutory body.  Prices in retail markets are fully deregulated.  
Prices are set by suppliers and are commercial and operational matters for them.  I have no stat-
utory function in the setting of electricity prices.  Customers can, and should, avail of competi-
tive offerings from electricity and gas suppliers and thereby mitigate the impact of high prices.

Electricity and gas prices in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density.  The most important factor affecting electric-
ity prices in Ireland is the continuing upward trend in international gas prices.  This feeds direct-
ly through to retail electricity prices, as most of our electricity is produced at gas-fired stations.  
International fossil fuel prices are the major influences on Irish retail electricity and gas prices.

The competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure on retail prices.  In 
addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate controllable costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.  Action in these areas reduces Ireland’s exposure to uncontrollable, 
and on occasion high, prices of imported fuels.

As well as its positive job creation potential, energy efficiency is an area within our con-
trol where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.  There are energy efficiency schemes in 
place to assist business and domestic electricity and gas consumers, including the forthcoming 
Energy Efficiency Fund and programmes administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI).  Additionally, the promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy can 
help offset the impact of volatile fossil fuel prices.  The Government has a renewable electricity 
target of 40% by 2020.  Good progress has been made in meeting this target and its realisation 
will introduce more certainty in the energy fuel mix as well as security of supply.

11/06/2013WRCC00050Exploration Licences Approvals

11/06/2013WRCC00100511. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will list the oil and gas companies that have current licences for exploration, 
onshore and offshore; and the number actively exploring and the locations. [26609/13]

11/06/2013WRCC00200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):  
My Department publishes details relating to exploration authorisations granted together with 
a map of the locations concerned on a regular basis on its website at: http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/
Natural/Petroleum+Affairs+Division/Acreage+and+Activity+Reports/.  The latest report and 
map known as the Acreage Report and Concession Map respectively, is in respect of the posi-
tion on 1 May 2013 and a copy of this report and map is available on the Department’s web-
site.  The report gives details of each authorisation including its holders, period of activity and 
location.  Since the publication of that report only one new authorisation has been granted, an 
offshore petroleum prospecting licence to Spectrum Geo Limited.  There are no exploration 
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authorisations extant at present in respect of the onshore.

11/06/2013WRCC00250Offshore Exploration

11/06/2013WRCC00300512. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when he proposes to appoint consultants to carry out a review of the fitness for 
purpose of Ireland’s fiscal terms for oil and gas exploration as indicated recently in Dáil Éire-
ann; the procedure for appointing these consultants; the terms of reference for the review; when 
this review will be completed and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas; if the review will 
consider retrospectively amending any licensing agreements; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26872/13]

11/06/2013WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): At the commencement of the Dáil debate on the Report of 
the former Joint Oireachtas Committee for Communications, Natural Resources and Agricul-
ture on Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration I outlined my intention to seek independent expert 
advice on the “fitness-for-purpose” of Ireland’s current oil and gas exploration fiscal terms.  I 
also stated that I proposed to listen to the views of Deputies through the course of the debate 
before commencing the process of seeking such expert advice.  That debate has yet to conclude.

The procedure for the appointment of the necessary expert advice must necessarily adhere 
to public procurement requirements.  Certainty as to fiscal terms is a prerequisite to attracting 
oil and gas exploration investment to Ireland, with a view to establishing the true oil and gas 
potential of the Irish offshore.  In that regard, and particularly in the context of planning for 
the next licensing round, it would be my intention to bring my consideration of this matter to a 
conclusion before the end of this year.  That would ensure that the next licensing round could 
be launched against a backdrop of regulatory certainty and encourage much needed new invest-
ment in exploration in our offshore.

11/06/2013WRCC00450Broadcasting Service Provision

11/06/2013WRCC00500513. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the fact that some BT customers in Northern Ireland 
are unable to access RTE Player programmes, that there is an issue with dynamic IP addresses 
being provided from an address pool from Britain, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and 
for copyright reasons these customers are presented with the international version of the RTE 
player, that this is negatively impacting upon some BT customers in Northern Ireland; if he will 
consider allowing BT customers who prove they are resident in Northern Ireland access to the 
RTE Player; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27014/13]

11/06/2013WRCC00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit and obligations are set 
out in the Broadcasting Act 2009, and, as such, I, as Minister have no role in its day-to-day op-
erations including in relation to controlling the access to content on the RTE Player outside the 
jurisdiction of the Republic of Ireland.  Section 114(1)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2009 states 
that one of objects of RTE is to establish, maintain and operate a national television and sound 
broadcasting service which shall have the character of a public service, be free-to-air service 
and be made available, in so far as it is reasonably practicable, to the whole community on the 
island of Ireland.  Section 98 provides that it shall be independent of the pursuance of these 
objects.
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That said, I have instructed my Officials to contact RTE in relation to the matter which the 
Deputy has raised regarding the access of content on RTE Player by BT Customers who are 
resident in Northern Ireland and I shall provide the Deputy with RTE’s response when it has 
reverted to me.

Question No. 514 answered with Question No. 81.

11/06/2013WRCC00750Broadband Services Provision

11/06/2013WRCC00800515. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will introduce as a matter of priority a high speed broadband pilot scheme 
initiative to cover the triangle in the Iveragh Peninsula, County Kerry, that is, Caherciveen to 
Waterville to Portmagee, in view of the fact that this area is poorly serviced and it is having 
a negative impact on job creation in this part of the county as it is hindering small firms from 
starting up and existing businesses from expanding; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27007/13]

11/06/2013WRCC00900516. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which his Department has identified specific areas throughout 
the country, currently experiencing poor quality or total lack of access to any level of broad-
band; if he will put in place any particular provisions to meet such requirements in the short and 
medium term having particular regard to the increased public dependency on such high quality 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27335/13]

11/06/2013WRCC01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 515 and 516 together. 

Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance 
with the requirements of binding EU Directives.  Under EU State Aid rules, the State can 
only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the competitive market 
has failed to deliver such services.  The National Broadband Scheme (NBS) and the Rural 
Broadband Scheme are examples of two such interventions.  Under the NBS, basic broadband 
services are available in 1,028 Electoral Divisions throughout the country.  With more specific 
reference to  the areas of County Kerry mentioned above, NBS services are available in 4 of the 
6 relevant Electoral Divisions, namely St. Finan’s, Ballinskelligs, Teeranearagh and Emlagh.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on accel-
erating the roll out of high speed services as outlined in the Government’s National Broadband 
Plan, which I published in August last.  It aims to radically change the broadband landscape in 
Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process must be designed 
and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department will shortly embark on a formal 
mapping exercise to identify those areas where State intervention will be required to enable the 
delivery of high speed broadband services over the coming years in line with the commitments 
set out in the Plan.  This exercise will inform an EU State Aids application in respect of the 
State-led intervention and is a necessary prerequisite for State Aids approval. 

In devising any State intervention to deliver high speed services to areas of the country 
where such services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market, my 
Department will be adopting a technology neutral approach, as required under EU law.  In do-
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ing so, it is of key importance that the solution is future proofed, scalable and capable of taking 
advantage of technological advances so as to meet the ever-increasing bandwidth requirements 
of citizens and businesses.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stake-
holder engagement will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement 
process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which meets their 
needs to interact effectively with society and business in the digital environment.

11/06/2013WRCC01050Mobile Telephony Services Provision

11/06/2013WRCC01100517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if any report has been undertaken to assess the quality of mobile telephone 
services countrywide; if attention has focused on any particular areas, urban or rural where 
poor quality mobile telephone service has been identified; the steps he will take to address this 
issue which he inherited from his predecessors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27336/13]

11/06/2013WRCC01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of telecommunications services in Ireland generally occurs within a competitive 
liberalised market.  The provision of mobile telecommunications networks within that market 
is also subject to a requirement to secure the necessary wireless telegraphy licence to access the 
required radio spectrum.  The terms and conditions of the required wireless telegraphy licences 
and the associated monitoring of compliance by licensed providers with those terms and con-
ditions are matters for the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), which is 
responsible for regulating both the postal and telecommunications markets.  ComReg, which 
is accountable to Committees of the Oireachtas in accordance with s34 of the Communications 
Regulation Act 2002, is independent in the exercise of these functions.

I am confident that with the continued significant investment being made by the mobile 
operators, including the imminent roll-out of 4G services, the overall quality of telephone and 
broadband services will continue to improve.  I am aware also that in addition to its 4G rollout 
plans at least one mobile operator has announced plans to upgrade its network, particularly in 
rural areas, providing enhanced voice and broadband services.

11/06/2013WRCC01250Postal Services

11/06/2013WRCC01300518. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he anticipates the retention and development of services 
at An Post incorporating maximum utilisation of post offices and sub post offices including 
counter services and next-day, five days a week delivery services nationwide without exception; 
if consideration has been given to extra compatible services which might be added to An Post’s 
portfolio; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27337/13]

11/06/2013WRCC01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Operational matters in relation to the post office network are a matter for the management and 
Board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory function.  As shareholder, however, I 
have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial position of the Company and I 
regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.  An Post has many strengths and has the largest 
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retail presence in the country.  I have impressed on the Company the need to further exploit its 
unique position in this regard and have been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income 
streams and to win a wider range of commercial contracts offering higher margins.  I welcome 
the progress An Post has made towards diversification with its enhanced arrangement with AIB 
and its agreement with Aviva for the transfer of Aviva Ireland’s branch offices personal insur-
ance business book to One Direct. 

In the context of the public sector transformation agenda, I will continue to engage with my 
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as ap-
propriate, of the post office network for transactional elements of the business of Government 
Departments and Agencies, and have stressed to my Government colleagues that the network 
is ideally configured for over the counter transactions.  While I have overall responsibility for 
the postal sector, the Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act 2011 charges the Com-
mission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as the postal regulator, with the promotion 
of the development of the postal sector and particularly the availability of the universal postal 
service, the promotion of the interests of users and the facilitation of the development of com-
petition in the sector.

Under this Act, An Post is statutorily required, as the designated universal service provider, 
to provide a universal postal service.  The essential element of this obligation is the collection 
and delivery of mail to every address in the State on every working day.  The universal service 
obligation ensures by way of regulatory obligations that a minimum set of services is provided 
at an affordable price for the benefit of all users, irrespective of their geographical location.  It 
is a fundamental principle of the regulatory framework for postal services and is an explicit 
requirement of the EU Postal Services Directive which has provided for the gradual and con-
trolled opening of the postal services market to competition.

My Department maintains regular contact with ComReg in the context of its role as both 
telecommunications and postal regulator.

11/06/2013WRCC01450Exploration Licences Applications

11/06/2013WRCC01500519. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which oil, gas and other mineral exploration incentives avail-
able for on and offshore exploration are competitive in every sense with those available in other 
jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27338/13]

11/06/2013WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The principal incentive that impacts on decisions by ex-
ploration companies to invest in exploration for oil, gas, or other minerals in the Irish onshore, 
or offshore, is the likelihood of making a commercial discovery.  Other factors of relevance 
would include the fiscal terms, the regulatory regime, the relative harshness of the operating en-
vironment, along with access to infrastructure and markets.  Perception of the various relevant 
factors will vary amongst exploration companies and indeed is likely to vary over time within 
individual companies.  The Government seeks to maintain a balance between the relative fac-
tors that encourage mobile international exploration investment to locate in Ireland.

11/06/2013WRCC01650Corrib Gas Field

11/06/2013WRCC01700520. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will outline the ongoing progress towards the provision of gas supplies to 



11 June 2013

330

the market from the Corrib gas field; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27339/13]

11/06/2013WRCC01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Completion of the Corrib gas field development works by the developer is the principal factor 
that will determine the date for first gas.  Pending such completion, it is not possible to state a 
date for when gas from the Corrib gas field will become available.  It is estimated that construc-
tion of the onshore section of the pipeline, which began in 2011, including the construction of 
a 5 km tunnel, will take in the region of three years.  First gas cannot therefore reasonably be 
anticipated before end 2014.

11/06/2013WRCC01850Cyber Security Policy

11/06/2013WRCC01900521. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if in the context of the development of modern IT, it has been found possible 
to introduce technical safeguards to prevent cyberbullying with particular reference to identifi-
cation of the perpetrators; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27340/13]

11/06/2013WRCC02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware, Social Media are online platforms that allow people create, share 
and exchange information, and to comment amongst themselves in virtual communities and 
networks.  To date, these media have not been subject to a formal regulatory regime akin to 
that used to “regulate” traditional radio and television broadcast media, either in Ireland or in 
other jurisdictions.  There is a range of reasons for this, not least the rapidly evolving nature of 
the technologies involved, the sensitivities around regulating media and the multi-jurisdictional 
nature of the Internet.  

It is important to acknowledge the economic and social benefits that the widespread use 
of social media have brought to people, communities and to business.  However, some of the 
issues that have arisen as a consequence of this bear consideration.  These challenges include 
dealing with harassment and bullying online, as well as issues around defamation, data protec-
tion and copyright.  There has been a very considerable amount of discussion on these matters 
in the recent past at EU and Council of Europe level, in which my Department has been in-
volved.  This matter is also the subject of a fundamental debate at EU and national level, a fact 
reflected by the recent decision of the Joint Oireachtas Committee to examine the issue.  I await 
the Committee’s report in this respect. 

As Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, I have policy responsibil-
ity for providing a supportive legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate the develop-
ment of high quality communications infrastructure and services.  However, I should highlight 
that I do not have sole responsibility for addressing as to how that infrastructure is used.  Re-
sponsibility, in the context of abuse over the Internet in particular, also sits with the Minister for 
Justice and Equality, and the executive agency of his Department, the Office for Internet Safety.  
It is clear that there are no simple answers to the challenges posed by the development and 
abuse of social media, not least because of the international basis of the services and because 
any possible policy responses fall across a range of Government Departments.  In recognition 
of this complexity my Department maintains open and regular contact with all Departments and 
State Agencies with responsibilities in this area.

The sheer volume of material posted on social media daily is such that formal policing is 
not feasible, an issue complicated by the international and multi-jurisdictional nature of the in-
ternet.  Also, the operators of these networks have only limited liability for such material – they 
are generally required to remove offensive material once they have been notified but this does 
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not prevent it from being seen in the interim.  This has obvious implications in terms of material 
that breaches copyright, or is offensive or harmful in some way.  I am continuing to work with 
colleagues across Government, industry and the EU, to identify practical measures that can be 
implemented to address the challenge of cyber bullying.

11/06/2013WRCC02050Motor Fuels Prices

11/06/2013WRCC02100522. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which motor fuel prices at the pumps have been reduced in line 
with the prices on world markets with particular reference to the fall in such prices in the past 
six months; if the prices at filling stations will fall proportionately; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27341/13]

11/06/2013WRCC02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Recent trends in international oil prices have indeed been downwards and pump prices in Ire-
land in the last 6 months indicate that motor fuel pump prices have also been falling.  The aver-
age price at the pumps at the start of November 2012 for diesel was €1.57 per litre, while the 
average price for unleaded petrol was €1.64 per litre.  By the end of April 2013, the average 
price for diesel at the pumps was €1.51 per litre, while for unleaded petrol it was €1.59 per litre 
and, more recently, has fallen somewhat further.

A study into motor fuel prices at the pumps was carried out by the National Consumer 
Agency in 2008 in its Investigation into Petrol and Diesel Price Movements.  Among the main 
findings were that:

- There is little evidence to suggest unwarranted delays in the passing on of wholesale price 
changes to the consumer at the pump.

- Direct comparison between fluctuations in crude oil prices and petrol and diesel pump 
prices is inappropriate and does not reflect the reality of the petrol and diesel supply chain.  To 
more accurately assess flow through of price changes in refined oil products (such as petrol 
and diesel) to the consumer, it is necessary to compare fluctuations in Platts prices, these being 
the prices for refined oil products such as petrol and diesel paid by wholesalers, and prices at 
the forecourt pump (Platts is a provider of energy information including crude oil and refined 
prices.)

- Platts prices and wholesale prices should differ by a margin comprising the impact of 
exchange rates, taxes, transportation and associated costs.  The subsequent difference between 
wholesale and pump prices is typically dictated by the purchasing power of the end retailer 
(discounts accrue based on volumes purchased, membership of a “branded” chain etc.) and an 
allowance for the retailer’s margin.

- Analyses of these fluctuations over the time period of this study suggest a strong correla-
tion between Platts prices and wholesale price fluctuations and the price of diesel and petrol at 
the pump, allowing for changes in the euro/dollar exchange rates. 

- A large proportion of the pump price of fuel in this country comprises taxes and duties.  
The manner of their calculation can depress overall pump cost savings to consumers, notwith-
standing drops in the underlying cost of the refined fuel product.   

- Overall, Ireland’s service station/retail petrol and diesel supply market would appear to be 
competitive by international standards.
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11/06/2013WRCC02250Electricity Generation

11/06/2013WRCC02300523. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which electricity generation is now sourced from alternative 
non-fossil fuel sources; the extent to which such sources now meet the daily requirements of 
the national grid; his plans for future development in this area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27342/13]

11/06/2013WRCC02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland currently has 1,763 MW of installed wind generation, 238 MW of hydro power and 71 
MW of smaller renewable sources (combined heat and power, solar and bio-energy).  In 2012 
this installed renewable generation capacity met 19.5% of overall electricity demand. 

As regards proposed targets for the future, under the Renewable Energy Directive, Ireland 
is legally required to increase the use of renewable energy from 3.1% in 2005 to 16% in 2020, 
with minimum targets of 10% in the transport sector and 12% in heating.  The intention is to 
reach Ireland’s overall target through 40% renewable electricity, 10% renewable transport and 
12% renewable heating, which together amount to 16% of all energy consumption.

Under the Renewables Directive, Ireland was required to set out in a National Renewable 
Energy Action Plan (NREAP) the trajectory towards meeting its legally binding target.  The 
NREAP and the First Progress Report on the NREAP, which are available on my Department’s 
website, show the sectoral and technology breakdown that we anticipate in the achievement of 
our target.  Wind generated electricity is expected to play a major role. 

Wind energy is the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, contributing most to-
wards the achievement of the 2020 target.  However, if we are to reach that target, the build rate 
of onshore wind farms must accelerate from an historic average of 180 MW per year to at least 
250 MW per year.  It was for this reason that I decided to amend the terms of REFIT 2 to extend 
the closing date for applications to 31 December 2015, with projects required to be built by the 
end of December 2017.  Support under REFIT 2 cannot exceed 15 years and will not extend 
beyond the end of December 2032.

11/06/2013WRCC02450Wind Energy Generation

11/06/2013WRCC02500524. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which wind generation now supplies power to the national grid; 
the extent to which this national source is planned to grow in the short to medium term; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27343/13]

11/06/2013WRCC02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In 2012 15.5% of Ireland’s electricity demand was met by wind generation. By the end of 
quarter one 2013 1,763 MW of wind generation capacity was connected to the grid.  Under the 
Renewable Energy Directive Ireland is legally required to ensure 16% of total energy demand 
is met by renewable sources by 2020.  Ireland proposes to meet this target through 40% in elec-
tricity, 10% in transport and 12% in heating. 

To date, wind energy has been the largest driver of growth in renewable electricity, contrib-
uting most towards the achievement of the 2020 target.  However, if we are to reach that target, 
the build rate of onshore wind farms must accelerate from an historic average of 180 MW per 
year to at least 250 MW per year.  It was for this reason that I decided to amend the terms of RE-
FIT 2 to extend the closing date for applications to 31 December 2015, with projects required 
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to be built by the end of December 2017.  Support under REFIT 2 cannot exceed 15 years and 
will not extend beyond the end of December 2032.

In order to take a structured approach to connecting the necessary amounts of renewable 
generation to the grid, the Commission for Energy Regulation established the Gate 3 process.  
Under this process, grid connection offers have been made to around 3,900 MW of renewable 
generation, the bulk of which is wind.  It is now a matter for project developers to accept or 
reject these offers in the coming months.

11/06/2013WRCC02650Cloud Computing Issues

11/06/2013WRCC02700525. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he envisages cloud computing to become of major, com-
mercial impact in the context of economic recovery and job creation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27345/13]

11/06/2013WRCC02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Cloud computing has the potential to revolutionise the IT investment model in Ireland and else-
where.  It allows companies to use the internet to efficiently access vast amounts of computing 
resources that would otherwise be beyond their reach.  A report undertaken by A&L Goodbody 
and commissioned by Microsoft has suggested that Cloud Computing sales by Irish firms could 
be worth €9.5 billion per annum by 2014 and provide for 8,600 jobs as business migrates to the 
Cloud.

The Programme for Government commits to a range of initiatives aimed at making Ireland 
a leader in the emerging I.T. market of cloud computing.  My colleague, the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation, established a group to implement this commitment on Cloud Com-
puting.  The group, on which my Department was represented, was tasked with addressing all 
aspects of cloud computing, including expenditure, IT, procurement, security, infrastructure, 
and industrial strategy.  The group made recommendations in its report of June 2012 and com-
piled a work programme and actions on foot of these recommendations.  These actions were 
incorporated into the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs.

      Question No. 526 answered with Question No. 94.

11/06/2013WRDD00250Offshore Exploration

11/06/2013WRDD00300527. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the 2D seismic study being carried out with ENI; if there is a 
timeframe for project completion and data compilation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27453/13]

11/06/2013WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The 2D regional seismic survey, which is by far the largest 
regional seismic survey to be acquired in the Irish offshore, commenced earlier this month and 
it is planned that acquisition of data will continue into late autumn.  The survey will provide a 
regional grid of high-quality seismic data over Ireland’s frontier basins and has been designed 
to infill data gaps that exist, particularly in the Southern Porcupine, Rockall and Hatton basins. 
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11/06/2013WRDD00450Departmental Staff Numbers

11/06/2013WRDD00500528. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of technical staff in PAD; the number of technical staff who have left 
PAD in the past three years; if these staff were replaced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27454/13]

11/06/2013WRDD00600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There are currently two technical staff employed by my Department’s Petroleum Affairs Divi-
sion (PAD).  During the past three years two technical staff have left that Division.  The process 
to fill both these vacancies is underway. 

11/06/2013WRDD00650Natural Gas Grid

11/06/2013WRDD00700529. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding to the Shannon LNG project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27455/13]

11/06/2013WRDD00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As I have stated on previous occasions in the House, the proposal by Shannon LNG to construct 
a LNG terminal near Ballylongford is welcomed by the Government.  Such a facility, together 
with the bringing onshore of Corrib Gas, would provide important security of gas supply for 
Ireland.

The Deputy will be aware of Shannon LNG’s application to the Courts for Judicial Review 
of the CER decision of 29 June 2012 and the subsequent hearing of the case in the High Court 
earlier this year with judgement expected this summer.  In view of this legal process and a State 
Aids case initiated by the company in July 2011, both of which are ongoing, and the fact that 
Ireland and the Attorney General were named as respondents in the former case, I will not be 
making further comment in the matter.

11/06/2013WRDD00850Departmental Agencies Issues

11/06/2013WRDD00900530. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider establishing a dedicated Oil Promotional Agency in the event of 
further discoveries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27456/13]

11/06/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): My Department currently delivers an active and targeted 
promotional campaign directed at attracting an increased share of mobile international explo-
ration investment to the Irish offshore.  This promotional campaign forms part of a broader 
strategy that has contributed to the increase in the number of companies currently involved in 
exploration in the Irish offshore.  It is not proposed to establish a new and additional public 
body to carry out this function.

In the event of a number of further commercial discoveries being made in the future, there 
would be less need to actively promote the exploration potential of the Irish offshore.

11/06/2013WRDD01050EU Directives
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11/06/2013WRDD01100531. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the work his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming leg-
islation, through a potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory 
instrument, to ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from 
the European Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27470/13]

11/06/2013WRDD01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is currently working on transposing a number of EU Directives the details of 
which are set out in tabular format below.

Title of Directive/Regulation Present Position Required latest date of transposition

EU Regulation 994/2010  concerning 
measures to safeguard security of gas 
supply and repealing Council Direc-
tive 2004/67/EC 

The Regulation came into effect on 2/12/2010.  A 
draft SI is at an advanced stage of preparation and 
is expected to be brought into force in Q3 2013.  
The SI will clarify the roles of BGE and the CER 
in national gas emergency processes. 

The regulation takes direct effect and there-
fore does not require transposition. The SI 
is for the purpose of clarifying the roles 
of BGE and CER in national emergency 
processes.

EU Regulation 1227/2011 on whole-
sale energy market integrity and 
transparency

The Regulation was published in the OJEU 
on 8/12/2011 and is directly applicable from 
28/12/2011. Provision must be made in national 
law for the designation of a regulatory authority 
to monitor and enforce compliance by June 2013. 
Draft Regulations are currently being prepared to 
address these provisions.

The Regulation entered into force 20 
days following publication in the OJEU. 
Member States have until end June 2013 
to notify the offence provisions to the EU 
Commission.

Regulation (EU) No 531/2012 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 13 June 2012  on roaming 
on public mobile communications 
networks within the Union

The Regulation was published in the OJEU on 
30/06/2012 and is directly applicable to mobile 
telephone service providers from 1/07/2012.
Provision must be made in national law for of-
fences, prosecution and designation of a regulatory 
authority to monitor and enforce compliance.Draft 
Regulations are with the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Draftsman

No transposition date is specified but 
Regulation entered into force on the day 
following publication in the OJEU.Member 
States have until end June 2013 to notify 
the offence provisions to the EU Commis-
sion.

Transposition of  New Energy Ef-
ficiency Directive (2012/27/EU) which 
will amend and repeal the Cogenera-
tion Directive (2004/8/EC) and Energy 
Services Directive (2006/32/EC)

The Directive was formally adopted by the 
Council of Ministers and European Parliament in 
October 2012 and was published in the OJEU on 
14/11/2012. Transposition will translate elements 
of the European Efficiency Plan into binding mea-
sures for individual Member States, including an 
annual rate of renovation for central Government 
buildings of 3%; an inventory of central Govern-
ment buildings with a total useful floor area over 
certain thresholds; an obligation on public bodies 
to procure products, services and buildings with 
high energy efficient performance; metering and 
billing information for consumers; the promotion 
of efficiency in heating and cooling; obligations 
on industry relating to energy audits and energy 
management systems and a common framework 
for national energy savings obligation schemes 
equivalent to annual energy savings of 1.5% of 
energy sales.Transposition will be progressed over 
the coming months. The Department plans to hold 
a consultation process to set out in detail the key 
provisions and challenges with implementation 
including costs and benefits.

Transposition is required by June 2014.

11/06/2013WRDD01250Broadband Services Speeds

11/06/2013WRDD01300532. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 117 of 23 May 2013 regarding the 30Mbps 
speed to be available to the last 30% of population, if he will clarify, in line with the objective 
of clarity on these matters noted in the programme for Government, that the broadband speed 
referred to is not a peak, theoretical, contracted or up to speed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [27679/13]

11/06/2013WRDD01400536. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources regarding the mapping process for the national broadband plan, now underway, the 
technologies currently available here that he considers capable of delivering broadband to a 
minimum of 30Mb/s; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27683/13]
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11/06/2013WRDD01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 532 and 536 together.

  The National Broadband Plan commits to speeds of 30Mbps-70Mbps with target upload 
speeds in the region of 25%-30% of these speeds.  This will require investment by the State in 
areas where there is no commercial market. 

In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process must be designed.  
In devising any State intervention my Department will be adopting a technology neutral ap-
proach, as required under EU law.  My Department has recently appointed Prisa Consulting 
to assist in all aspects of the design, mapping, State Aids and procurement process, including 
ensuring an enduring and technically robust solution. This process will include a detailed speci-
fication of our requirements to deliver on the commitments in the National Broadband Plan. It is 
of key importance that the solution is future proofed, scalable and capable of taking advantage 
of technological advances so as to meet the ever-increasing bandwidth requirements of citizens 
and businesses.  

My Department will shortly embark on a formal mapping exercise to identify those areas 
where State intervention will be required to enable the delivery of high speed broadband ser-
vices over the coming years in line with the commitments set out in the Government’s National 
Broadband Plan.  This exercise will inform an EU State Aids application in respect of the State-
led intervention and is a necessary prerequisite for State Aids approval. Intensive technical, 
financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing throughout 
2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly throughout the country.  This will en-
sure that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which 
meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in the digital environment.

11/06/2013WRDD01550Broadband Services Provision

11/06/2013WRDD01600533. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in relation to stakeholder involvement in the mapping process of the national broad-
band plan, if he considers the public to be stakeholders, and if so, the way he intends to involve 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27680/13]

11/06/2013WRDD01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify those areas where State intervention will be required to enable the delivery of high 
speed broadband services over the coming years in line with the commitments set out in the 
National Broadband Plan.  It will also form a critical input to an EU State Aid application in 
respect of any State-led intervention.

There will be many stakeholders in this process and in the implementation of the National 
Broadband Plan as a whole.  While my Department will be relying on the voluntary participa-
tion of the service and infrastructure operators to provide information to form the basis of the 
coverage maps, it is for the public benefit and at the expense of the public purse that the State 
intends to intervene in the market.  Accordingly, the public at large are stakeholders in the pro-
cess designed to ensure the provision of high speed broadband services nationwide.

Information about the mapping exercise and updates as the process advances will be pub-
lished on my Department’s website once the process is launched very shortly. The initial stages 
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of the mapping exercise will focus on gathering and validating data on current and anticipated 
investment by the commercial sector.  This will culminate in the development of coverage maps 
which will aggregate the information provided by operators and indicate the areas that need 
to be targeted in the State-led investment.  I expect these maps to be completed by the end of 
this year and the maps will be made available to the public on my Department’s website at that 
stage.

11/06/2013WRDD01750Broadband Services Provision

11/06/2013WRDD01800534. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will clarify the position of those within the national broadband scheme after July 
2014, particularly in relation to mobile download limits and satellite fees; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27681/13]

11/06/2013WRDD01900535. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has received any assurances from the national broadband scheme contractor in 
relation to the number of existing live base stations, both those within and serving NBS areas, 
that will be retained after July 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27682/13]

11/06/2013WRDD02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 534 and 535 together.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS).  Following an extensive mapping exercise and a competitive tendering process, 
my Department entered into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for 
the delivery of the NBS.  The Scheme offers a basic and affordable broadband service to fixed 
residences and businesses located within certain designated rural areas.

In accordance with the EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme, the NBS is for a limited du-
ration.  The contract is due to terminate in August 2014.  Following the expiry of the Scheme, 
operational decisions such as those relating to pricing, data allowance and infrastructure will be 
a matter for “3”.  Any regulatory issues surrounding these matters that may arise will be a mat-
ter for ComReg which is independent in the exercise of its functions.  My officials are currently 
in talks with “3” regarding the services that will be available after August 2014.

More generally, considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage 
and speeds of national broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators 
providing services over a diverse range of technology platforms and offering increased choice 
to consumers throughout the country.  The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, 
which I published on 30th August last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to 
ensure high speed broadband availability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband 
availability across the country by ensuring that high speed services of 30Mbps are available 
to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that 
significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.

Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are underway in 
both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services, particularly in urban and semi-
urban areas.  There is evidence that industry is investing beyond the targets to which they com-
mitted in the Plan.
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The Government is committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed services 
are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In tandem with commer-
cial developments, intensive work is underway in my Department to progress a State-led invest-
ment to secure the countrywide introduction of next generation broadband access.

In order to progress the State-led investment, a full procurement process must be designed 
and EU State Aids approval must be obtained.  My Department will shortly embark on a formal 
mapping exercise to identify the areas of the country to be targeted in the State-led investment 
under the Government’s National Broadband Plan to ensure the provision of high speed broad-
band services where the commercial market will not deliver.  This exercise will inform an EU 
State Aids application in respect of the State-led intervention and is a necessary prerequisite for 
State Aids approval.

Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will 
be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

  Question No. 536 answered with Question No. 532.

11/06/2013WRDD02150Offshore Exploration

11/06/2013WRDD02200537. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will outline the recently approved seismic survey to reveal oil and gas explo-
ration potential of the Atlantic margin; if he took into account the report made in May 2012, 
by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Communications, Natural Resources and Agriculture 
entitled Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration; if he will break down the cost of the project and to 
state the percentage that is being met by his Department; the percentage of the funding lever-
aged from the industry; and to further breakdown the names and funding from the companies 
involved; if the said companies will be given preferential treatment for future offshore oil and 
gas exploration for future projects in view of their contribution to this survey; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27751/13]

11/06/2013WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The 2D regional seismic survey, which is by far the larg-
est regional seismic survey to be acquired in the Irish offshore will provide a regional grid of 
modern seismic data over Ireland’s frontier basins and has been designed to complement exist-
ing datasets and to infill data gaps that exist, particularly in the Southern Porcupine, Rockall 
and Hatton basins.  The benefit of addressing such recognised data gaps was identified by my 
Department officials when providing evidence to the former Joint Committee in the context of 
the preparation of the Committee’s report.

The survey, which commenced earlier this month, will be undertaken by ENI Ireland BV in 
conjunction with my Department, with data acquisition carried out by seismic contractor BGP, 
using the vessel the BGP Explorer.  The estimated cost of the survey is in the region of €20 
million which includes the cost of data acquisition, data processing, along with planning and 
management costs. My Department will pay 25% of the data acquisition costs, with ENI pay-
ing the balance.  My Department’s contribution will be paid from a research fund into which 
exploration licence holders are obliged to make prescribed annual contributions. ENI will carry 
out the data processing.
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Applications for petroleum exploration authorisations over areas of Ireland’s Atlantic mar-
gin are invited from time to time through open competitive licensing rounds.  Award of licences 
is on the basis of published evaluation criteria and this practice will continue.  Accordingly, 
there can be no question of preferential treatment for any individual company.

11/06/2013WRDD02350European Council Meetings

11/06/2013WRDD02400538. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the discussions that he had with fellow Ministers at the EU Telecoms Council held 
in Luxembourg on Thursday, 6 June 2013; if he will detail the decisions made at the Council; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27781/13]

11/06/2013WRDD02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Given the Irish Presidency’s emphasis on promoting stability, jobs and growth, our focus within 
the Telecoms’ Council has been to progress initiatives under the Digital Agenda for Europe and 
to push for the completion of the various dossiers linked to the Digital Single Market.

At its meeting on June, I reported to Council on progress in relation to the various files for 
which we had responsibility during our Presidency term.  I was happy to be able to report two 
early successes: we secured early agreement on the re-use of Public Sector Information which 
will improve the availability of publicly-held information by removing barriers to its access 
which will facilitate the development of new services and innovative products.

I also reported on the agreement of a new mandate for the European Network and Informa-
tion Security Agency (ENISA).  As a result of our leadership on this issue we now have the 
basis for a more robust, reinforced agency, better able to meet the technological challenges and 
demands facing the EU now and in the future.

I presented my Council colleagues with progress reports on the files relating to proposals on 
Trans-European Networks for telecommunications (as part of the Connecting Europe Facility), 
on reducing the costs associated with broadband roll-out and on the issue of web-accessibility, 
particularly in relation to public sector websites.  I also reported on substantial progress on the 
complex but very important area of the draft Regulation on electronic identification and trust 
services, one of the most important building blocks in any properly-functioning digital single 
market.

The Council also held two debates.  One was an orientation debate on the recently-published 
Directive on National Information Security. The purpose of this debate was for the Council to 
give to both the Commission and to the incoming Lithuanian Presidency some clear guidance 
in terms of how the important issue of cyber security should be dealt with within the EU and 
what policy priorities should be pursued.

The main debate at Council was a policy debate on the proposed Single Telecoms Market 
(STM).  This debate afforded the Council an opportunity to reflect on progress to-date in rela-
tion to achieving a Digital Single Market and give direction to the Commission in advance of 
its anticipated draft Regulation on STM due to be published in July.  In addition, it also allowed 
the Council to set out its priorities ahead of next October’s European Council, which will spe-
cifically focus on digital and innovation.  In my role as President of the Telecoms’ Council, I 
will be writing to President Van Rompuy setting out the main policy priorities as expressed by 
my Council colleagues.  
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11/06/2013WRDD02550European Council Meetings

11/06/2013WRDD02600539. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the discussions that he had with fellow Ministers at the EU energy Council held in 
Luxembourg on Friday, 7 June 2013; if he will detail the decisions made at the Council; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [27782/13]

11/06/2013WRDD02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
At the Energy part of the Transport, Telecommunications and Energy (TTE) Council, which 
was held in Luxembourg on Friday, I presided over discussions by EU Energy Ministers on the 
areas of the internal energy market, the indirect land-use change issue in relation to biofuels 
production, energy technologies and innovation, and external energy relations.

Ministers were presented with a progress report on the Commission Proposal for a Direc-
tive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 98/70/EC relating to 
the quality of petrol and diesel fuels and amending Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion 
of the use of energy from renewable sources, known as the ILUC proposal.  The proposal is 
intended, among other measures, to limit the production of conventional biofuels due to the im-
pact of indirect land-use change (ILUC) on greenhouse gas emissions resulting from biofuels, 
and incentivising the production of advanced biofuels that have no ILUC effects.  The report 
sets out the progress made under the Irish Presidency in trying to establish a Council position 
in advance of negotiations with the European Parliament to reach an agreement under the co-
decision process.

Council Conclusions on the Commission’s Communication, “Making the Internal Energy 
Market Work”, were adopted by Ministers. During discussions on this point, Ministers took 
stock of the conclusions adopted by Heads of State and Government at the European Council 
on 22 May, which highlighted completion of the internal energy market (including development 
of interconnections to end isolation of Member States from energy networks), investments in 
energy infrastructure, the diversification of energy sources, and enhanced energy efficiency as 
the main issues to be addressed in order to foster competitiveness and respond to the challenges 
of high energy prices.  The detailed Council Conclusions adopted by Energy Ministers build 
on the European Council Conclusions of 22 May and provide guidance on the tasks ahead, e.g. 
completion of the internal market, elimination of energy isolation, improved rights and roles of 
consumers, and the transition to the energy market of the future.

Concerning the Commission’s Communication on Energy Technologies and Innovation, the 
Energy Council held an extensive debate on the need for increased focus on innovation policy 
to address research and development, the deployment of new technologies, and the putting in 
place of support mechanisms for accelerated roll-out and implementation of sustainable energy 
technologies.  There was also discussion on how to improve and reinforce the existing institu-
tional frameworks in order to support a more integrated approach to innovation and technology 
development, including strengthening the Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan.

Ministers were also briefed on international relations in the field of energy. I briefed Minis-
ters on developments in the International Energy Agency, and on the Clean Energy Ministerial 
meeting, which took place in India in April.  The Commission briefed Ministers on issues such 
as developments in relation to the Southern Gas Corridor, on relations with Ukraine and on 
relations with Russia.

Finally, the Council was informed of the energy policy priorities of the Lithuanian Presi-
dency under the heading of ‘Growing Europe’. 
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In noting a successful conclusion to Ireland’s Presidency in the field of energy at the Energy 
Council last week, I took the opportunity to wish every success to the incoming Lithuanian 
Presidency and stated that responsible development of our energy resources, and innovation in 
the ways in which we consume them, are vital to maintaining European competitiveness and 
keeping prices down for both households and business.

11/06/2013WRDD02750National Postcode System Establishment

11/06/2013WRDD02800540. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if measures relating to the introduction of a postal code system are currently under 
consideration; the expected implications of the introduction of this system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28016/13]

11/06/2013WRDD02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government is committed to introducing a national postcode system.  The implementation 
of a national postcode system is a complex and detailed process.  The procurement process to 
select a postcode management licence holder to implement a National Postcode System is on-
going.  It is expected that the matter will be put to final tender in the near future.

A national postcode system is in my view a vital part of the national infrastructure.  The 
implication - apart from providing efficiencies for postal delivery - is that it will significantly 
impact on the planning and delivery of public and private services.

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations.

11/06/2013WRDD02950Inland Fisheries Issues

11/06/2013WRDD03000541. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the reason for the continued ban on the killing of any sea trout in the Gal-
way, Connemara or Ballinakill area in the Salmon and Sea Trout Regulations 2013 in view of 
the official IFI reports from fisheries such as Lough Inagh Lodge showing sea trout numbers 
in 2012 were comparable to 1985 levels; the length of time this ban on killing sea trout in the 
western river basin district has been in place; the mechanism and policies in place to indepen-
dently review this ban and return to the promotion of sea trout angling in the Connemara region. 
[28028/13]

11/06/2013WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): In the late 1980s and early 1990s the sea trout stocks in the 
rivers of Connemara collapsed. As the Deputy will be aware this has been attributed, among an-
glers and other stakeholders, to sea lice from marine salmon farms.  The collapse of the sea trout 
stocks was seen in terms of adult breeding fish as well as the annual summer small ‘finnock’. 

I am advised by IFI that in certain recent years there has been a slight recovery in sea trout 
numbers but this has primarily been in summer finnock returning to the fisheries. Unfortunately 
these do not contribute in any significant way to the egg deposition in the fishery and larger 
more mature fish are required to contribute in any meaningful way to the spawning stock of the 
fishery. 

IFI further advise that there is an indication of improved sea trout runs in western fisheries 
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in 2012.  The overall reported sea trout rod catch in the Connemara and Ballinakill Districts 
rose to 3,573 sea trout, the highest reported catch since 2008.  Higher catches were made over 
the 1998-2001 period and catch levels have shown a fluctuating pattern since the collapse in 
the late 1980’s. 

While there is some indication of improved catches in 2012, catch levels, and most likely 
overall population structure, have not returned to anything close to pre-collapse levels. The 
latest scientific advice is that the recovery in the crucial adult breeding population and the key 
fish driving the stocks has not occurred.  These key fish would have gone to the sea over several 
different years or remained in the sea over winter and have grown to a size capable of producing 
a significant number of eggs to contribute towards the future of the stocks. 

The adult stocks of sea trout have not recovered and consequently the conservation impera-
tive overrides any desire to recommence angling involving the killing of fish.  In this regard the 
longer term trends in stock health and numbers is taken to determine conservation strategies.  
The ban on the killing of sea trout remains in place as a strategic reality based on the need to 
recover the stock. 

I would advise the Deputy that the Lough Inagh Fishery to which he refers produced 2,000 
sea trout retained by rod and line prior to the collapse.  Similar catches were taken downstream 
at Ballynahinch Castle.  This was indicative of in the region of 20,000 sea trout returning to 
the system each year.  The stocks have not recovered to anywhere near this level and the adult 
breeding fish stocks remain very low. 

It will only be after a sustained recovery in the larger year classes of fish that any changes 
in the regulations could be responsibly contemplated.  The continued ban on killing sea trout in 
these districts will contribute significantly to the recovery of stocks.

11/06/2013WRDD03150Inland Fisheries Ireland Issues

11/06/2013WRDD03200542. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if any employee of the IFI has made a request to the CEO of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland seeking approval to report or make statements to the media in accordance with the IFI 
Code of Business Conduct for Employees (2011), page 6 and if he will provide copies of any 
reports or statements subsequently approved by this process. [28029/13]

11/06/2013WRDD03300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I can advise the Deputy that the information requested is a 
day to day operational matter for Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). However, I have contacted IFI 
in this regard and I am advised that if the Deputy has a specific issue in mind he should contact 
the CEO of IFI directly.

11/06/2013WREE00150Inland Fisheries Data

11/06/2013WREE00200543. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the catch statistics for wild salmon and sea trout in the western river basin 
district area from 2010 to date in 2013 giving a monthly breakdown of these fish caught and 
released and those un-returned slaughtered fish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28030/13]

11/06/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
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sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The tables below set out, for the Deputy, the Salmon and 
Sea Trout angling catches, 2010-2012 in the Western River Basin taking into account Galway, 
Ballinakill, Connemara, Bangor, Ballina and Sligo Fisheries Districts.  These catches are disag-
gregated by Salmon/Sea Trout caught and released, harvest and total catch by year.  Data for 
2013 will be available in early 2014 once logbooks are returned to Inland Fisheries Ireland in 
accordance with licence requirements.

In making comparisons between the above 3 years catch one must take into account a num-
ber of variables i.e. Fishing conditions, weather, run timing of fish, number of anglers fishing. 

2010 proved an excellent year for anglers due to favourable fishing conditions, good water 
levels, marine survival rates and timely fish runs at key fishing periods.  Whilst the 2011 catch 
was lower than 2010 it also proved a good year for anglers with favourable fishing conditions, 
marine survival rates and timely fish runs at key fishing periods.  2012, however, proved a chal-
lenging year for anglers with difficult fishing conditions, high water levels and inexplicit fish 
runs at key fishing periods.

2010 Total 
Catch

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Salmon/Sea Trout Caught 
and Released

4,188 1 0 21 101 171 437 1,396 808 1,248 0

Salmon/Sea Trout Harvest 11,142 11 17 51 281 826 1,308 4,510 1,995 2,130 0
Salmon/Sea Trout Catch 15,330 12 17 72 382 997 1,745 5,906 2,803 3,378 0
2011 Total 

Catch
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Salmon/Sea Trout Caught 
and Released

3,965 0 11 41 117 324 542 740 1,024 1,158 0

Salmon/Sea Trout Harvest 9,537 0 5 49 296 1,290 1,617 2,492 2,158 1,628 0
Salmon/Sea Trout Catch 13,502 0 16 90 413 1,614 2,159 3,232 3,182 2,786 0
2012 Total 

Catch
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Salmon/Sea Trout Caught 
and Released

4,169 1 20 57 158 269 712 1,276 845 830 1

Salmon/Sea Trout Harvest 9,719 6 13 89 319 887 2,406 3,366 1,483 1,147 3
Salmon/Sea Trout Catch 13,888 7 33 146 477 1,156 3,118 4,642 2,328 1,977 4

11/06/2013WREE00350Property Taxation Administration

11/06/2013WREE00400544. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will confirm that 80% of the local property tax collected in any one local 
authority area will be retained towards the cost of services provided in that area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27247/13]

11/06/2013WREE00500564. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the formula that will be used to allocate the remaining 20% of the proceeds of 
the local property tax not retained by the local authorities in cases where the 80% is insufficient 
to cover their costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27250/13]

11/06/2013WREE00600565. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of counties in which it is envisaged that the full amount collected in 
the local property tax will compensate for the loss of the amounts allocated in the current year 
from the local government fund and collected from the non-prinicipal private residence charge; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27254/13]

11/06/2013WREE00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 544, 564 and 565 together.

Under section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, the 
Minister for Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Lo-
cal Property Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year.

The Government has indicated an intention to move, from 2014, to 80% retention of all Lo-
cal Property Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised. The remaining 
20% of the Tax collected nationally will be re-distributed on an equalised basis to local authori-
ties within the context of the annual allocations of General Purpose Grants. Pending a fuller 
understanding of the anticipated yield of the Tax, on a per local authority basis, and discussions 
to take place in the context of Budget 2014, it would be premature to comment definitively on 
anticipated yields or on equalisation methods.

11/06/2013WREE00750Local Government Fund

11/06/2013WREE00800545. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it is envisaged that the proceeds of the local property tax in a full year will 
be sufficient to replace the current Local Government Fund; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27251/13]

11/06/2013WREE00900548. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the proceeds from property tax are directly linked to Government grants 
to local authorities under his Department; if there is any commitment regarding link between 
where the property tax is raised and where it will be spent; if there will be any restrictions at 
that stage on the way a local authority spends the additional tax or if it will be up to the local 
authority to decide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26846/13]

11/06/2013WREE01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 548 and 545 together.

Under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014 the Minister for 
Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property 
Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authori-
ties from the Fund. In 2013 Local Property Tax revenue will accrue to the Exchequer.

The Government has indicated an intention to move, from 2014, to 80% retention of all Lo-
cal Property Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised. The remaining 
20% of the Tax collected nationally will be re-distributed on an equalised basis to local authori-
ties within the context of the annual allocations of General Purpose Grants.

The 2013 Local Government Fund General Purpose Grant allocations to local authorities 
total €640.9m. Pending a fuller understanding of the anticipated yield of the Local Property 
Tax, on a per local authority basis, and discussions to take place in the context of Budget 2014, 
it would be premature to comment definitively on anticipated Local Property Tax yields or on 
details of the broader mix of revenue streams which local authorities will receive in 2014.

11/06/2013WREE01050Motor Tax Yield

11/06/2013WREE01100546. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the total amount of revenue raised through mo-
tor tax in each emissions category for 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; if he will provide, in tabular 
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form, the total number of persons who paid motor tax in each of these categories for the afore-
mentioned years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27329/13]

11/06/2013WREE01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The revenue (excluding in respect of arrears) generated in respect of the motor tax vehicle 
emissions bands for the years 2009 to 2012 is set out in Table 1 below. A breakdown of arrears 
by band is not readily available, and Table 2 sets out the total amount of arrears paid in respect 
of the CO2 bands for the period from 2009 to 2012.

However, provision of figures on the number of persons who paid motor tax in each cat-
egory in each year is not readily available, and payment may be made annually, half-yearly 
or quarterly, affecting the numbers paying motor tax in a particular year. Changes in vehicle 
ownership would also impinge on total numbers paying tax in a particular year and would be 
difficult to disaggregate.

Table 3 sets out the number of vehicles in each band by year of registration. This is the posi-
tion as at 30 April 2013 and includes a number of vehicles that have been imported subsequent 
to the year of registration of the vehicle.

Table 1 - Private vehicles CO2 bands - Revenue 2009 to 2012   

- 2009 2009 2009 2009
€ € € € 

A (0 – 120 g/km) 1,423,714 4,897,724 15,974,093 22,224,411 
B (121 -140 g/km) 10,112,160 17,277,088 22,342,738 45,762,799 
C (141 - 155 g/km) 11,084,832 15,548,570 17,313,701 23,380,988 
D (156 - 170 g/km) 6,546,962 9,675,513 10,607,418 13,859,679 
E (171 - 190g/km) 4,158,119 5,526,682 5,983,980 7,769,291 
F (191 - 225g/km) 2,589,191 3,634,554 3,985,212 5,259,925 
G (226 g/km & over) 515,382 1,051,688 1,187,301 1,632,750 
Total 36,430,360 57,611,819 77,394,443 119,889,843 

Table 2 – Total arrears paid in respect of CO 2 bands 2009 to 2012   

  - 2009 2010 2011 2012 
€ € € € 

Total arrears paid - all CO2 bands 520,286 783,221 1,084,638 1,576,789 

Table 3 – Number of vehicles registered in each band 2009 to 2012   

 - 2009 2010 2011 2012 
A (0 – 120 g/km) 11,034 33,323 37,666 40,291 
B (121 -140 g/km) 32,417 41,855 42,667 28,475 
C (141 - 155 g/km) 15,157 10,475 4,633 3,001 
D (156 - 170 g/km) 8,365 5,876 2,291 1,375 
E (171 - 190g/km) 3,931 1,917 889 743 
F (191 - 225g/km) 1,031 634 478 416 
G (226 g/km & over) 215 240 172 30 
Total   72,150 94,320 88,796 74,331 

11/06/2013WREE01250Housing Adaptation Grant Applications
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11/06/2013WREE01300547. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will be made available for the installation of a downstairs bath-
room (details supplied) [26868/13]

11/06/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, grants are available to assist households to have 
necessary repairs, adaptations or improvement works carried out in order to meet the accom-
modation needs of an older person or a person with a disability. The suite of grants include 
three separate grant measures; the Mobility Aids Grant scheme with grants of up to €6,000, the 
Housing Aid for Older People scheme with grants of up to €10,500 and the Housing Adapta-
tion Grant for People with a Disability with grants of up to €30,000, depending on household 
income. The schemes are administered by the local authorities and it is a matter for each local 
authority to determine the extent of the grant-eligible works and the amount of grant aid to be 
paid in individual cases.

  Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 545.

11/06/2013WREE01550Property Taxation Collection

11/06/2013WREE01600549. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the purpose of the fees in respect of two or more properties liable in 2013 for 
payment of non-principal private residence and local property tax; if he will explain the use to 
which the fees collected will be used; the person or agency which is responsible for collection 
of the fees; his views on whether the agencies collecting the fees are sharing personal informa-
tion on citizens and whether this is a breach of data protection; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26915/13]

11/06/2013WREE01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are responsible for the collection of the Non Principal Private Residence 
Charge; the Revenue Commissioners are responsible for the collection of the Local Property 
Tax. 

The Local Property Tax is being introduced on a half year basis this year and accordingly 
50% of the Tax is payable in 2013. The amount of Local Property Tax incurred in respect of 
a liable property is based on that property’s value, while the Non Principal Private Residence 
Charge is incurred on the basis of a flat rate of €200 per liable property per annum. Therefore, 
it is not appropriate to assume equivalence between the Charge and the Tax. 

This year will be the final year of the operation of the Non Principal Private Residence 
Charge. Since its introduction in 2009 the Charge has been an important source of revenue for 
local authorities and has funded the provision of vital local services. 

Under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014 the Minister for 
Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the Local Property 
Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year; this revenue will be allocated to local authori-
ties from the Fund. In 2013 Local Property Tax revenue will accrue to the Exchequer.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for the 
provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision making concern-
ing service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 2015 
will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and, a strengthening of democracy at 
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local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates. A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 and the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
include provisions for data sharing among public bodies. 

11/06/2013WREE01750Greenhouse Gas Emissions

11/06/2013WREE01800550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he is satisfied that his Department can continue to meet 
ongoing carbon reduction targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27344/13]

11/06/2013WREE01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 386 of 30 April 2013, which sets out the position in 
this matter.

11/06/2013WREE01950Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WREE02000551. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to regulate funeral businesses and ancillary services relating to this pri-
mary activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27743/13]

11/06/2013WREE02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has responsibility for regulations regarding burial grounds.  I have no 
plans to legislate for regulation of the wider funeral business sector here.

11/06/2013WREE02150Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

11/06/2013WREE02200552. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government the gratuity scheme/voluntary retirement scheme in place for 
town and county councillors; the terms of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27100/13]

11/06/2013WREE02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 142 of the Local Government Act 2001 and the Local Authority Members (Gratu-
ity) Regulations 2002, as amended by the Local Authority Members (Gratuity) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2002, the Local Authority Members (Gratuity) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 
and the Local Authority Members (Gratuity) (Amendment) Regulations, 2006 provide that sub-
ject to certain conditions, a Councillor who ceases to be a member of a local authority is entitled 
to receive a gratuity at, or after, the age of 50.

Where a person ceases to be a member before age 50, whether voluntarily or as a result of 
failure to be re-elected, the gratuity will be paid when the person reaches age 50 and will be 
based on the representational payment applicable at that point. The Local Authority Members 
(Gratuity) (Amendment) Regulations, 2006 allows the gratuity to be paid before age 50 where 
retirement is due to permanent infirmity or where the member dies in office. 

The amount of the gratuity is calculated on the basis of 4/20ths of a Councillor’s Represen-
tational Payment for each year of service from 4 May 2000, subject to a maximum twenty years’ 
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service (i.e. four times the amount of the Representational Payment at the time of retirement).

An additional ex-gratia payment may be made to Councillors serving on or after the date of 
the making of the 2006 Regulations in respect of service before 4 May 2000. The rates to be ap-
plied are dependent on the number of years’ service and the category of local authority in which 
the Councillor served. Circular Letter S.3/2007 of 22 January 2007, issued by my Department, 
set the rate of payment of the ex-gratia payment at €714.23 for each year of service up to 20 
years’ service with a County Council or what was at the time a County Borough Corporation, 
at ½ this rate for service with what was at the time a Borough Corporation or an Urban District 
Council, and at ¼ this rate for service as a Town Commissioner. For service in excess of 20 
years prior to 4 May 2000, the foregoing rates are reduced by 1/3rd for each additional year of 
service up to 20 years.

There is an overall limit of 40 years’ service for the gratuity and ex-gratia payment com-
bined, with the service reckoned for the purposes of a gratuity calculated first and the residual 
number of years being used to calculate any ex-gratia payment.

11/06/2013WREE02350Local Government Reform

11/06/2013WREE02400553. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress that has been made in establishing social economic committees; their 
terms of reference and what the make-up of these committees will be.  [27162/13]

11/06/2013WREE02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following the publication of Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Lo-
cal Government, an Alignment Working Group has been established to assist and advise on the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Local Government/Local Development Align-
ment Steering Group.

A key area of focus for the Working Group is the establishment of Socio-economic Commit-
tees and preparations are underway in this regard. I anticipate that Socio-economic Committees 
be established in up to 10 local authority areas in the coming weeks, with a full roll-out across 
the remaining local authority areas to commence later this year.

Guidelines and Terms of Reference for Socio-economic Committees are being prepared, 
with the support of the Alignment Working Group, and will be available to the 10 pilot or 
‘Frontrunner’ Socio-economic Committees shortly. The guidelines will be developed and re-
fined over the coming months based on the learning from the frontrunner phase, and final terms 
of reference will be made available for the full roll-out of Socio-economic Committees later 
this year.

Within broad guidelines being developed, the membership of Socio-economic Committees 
will comprise a range of public and private partners drawn from the local and community de-
velopment sectors, civil society, local authorities and relevant State Agencies.

11/06/2013WREE02550Departmental Funding

11/06/2013WREE02600554. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will review the cut to funding that has been imposed on a project (details 
supplied) in Dublin 10; and the reason he now believes that it is no longer a core responsibility 
of his Department to fund this project. [27163/13]
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11/06/2013WREE02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project concerned no longer operates as a main-
streamed drugs project under my Department’s housing programme.  However, I understand 
that Dublin City Council has provided funding of €30,000 to support the Project in question 
during 2013. 

11/06/2013WREE02750Local and Community Development Programme Expenditure

11/06/2013WREE02800555. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans for funding local development programmes from 1 January 2014. 
[27164/13]

11/06/2013WREE02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department is responsible for a range of programmes and initiatives to support com-
munities, including the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) to which I 
assume the question refers.

The objective of the LCDP is to tackle poverty and social exclusion through partnership and 
constructive engagement between Government, and its agencies, and people in disadvantaged 
communities. It is a key tool of Government in providing supports for the ‘harder to reach’ in 
the most disadvantaged areas and communities.  

Given the current economic situation and the high level of unemployment, the LCDP is 
more relevant than ever insofar as it creates employment opportunities and gives those most 
distant from the labour market the skills to access training and jobs. The Programme has four 
high level goals focusing on supporting activities that enhance access to services, provides edu-
cation and lifelong learning supports for individuals, employment supports for individuals and 
supports for community development activities.  

The Programme is delivered at a local level by the national network of local development 
companies. Budgets for the LCDP are communicated to implementing organisations on an an-
nual basis. Funding for 2014, and beyond, will fall to be considered in the context of the annual 
Estimates process.

11/06/2013WREE02950Rural Development Programme Funding

11/06/2013WREE03000556. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government in view of the recent review of LEADER funding, the way it is envisaged that 
the revised funding amounts will be re-allocated within local development companies specifi-
cally where funding has been reduced and many projects had already been approved in prin-
ciple (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27168/13]

11/06/2013WREE03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I understand from County Kildare LEADER Partnership (CKLP), the Local Development 
Company contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 
2007-2013 in county Kildare, that they did not approve funding for the project in question at 
any point. 

An application was received from the promoter, who was advised that funding availabil-
ity was dependant on the outcome of a review of LEADER funding which was underway at 
the time of application. My Department recently notified CKLP of its revised allocation of 
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€10,642,073 under the Programme. Of this €8.5 million has been spent/committed and it is a 
matter for the Board of CKLP to allocate the remaining funding.

11/06/2013WREE03150Rural Development Programme Funding

11/06/2013WREE03200557. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason a company (details supplied) in County Mayo had its rural de-
velopment programme budget cut disproportionately more than that of other local development 
companies operating in less disadvantaged parts of the country; the options are available to it to 
have this decision reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27173/13]

11/06/2013WREE03300558. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason there is a continuing delay in notifying a company (details 
supplied) in County Mayo of the funding allocation under the Leader rural development pro-
gramme that was expected to be notified during the week commencing 13 May 2013; if he will 
confirm what the funding will be so as to end uncertainty for the project promoters affected; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27174/13]

11/06/2013WREE03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Question Nos. 557 and 558 together.

The LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2007-2013 com-
menced in February 2009 after a delay of more than two years which reduced the time available 
to allocate funding to less than five years rather than the normal seven. During 2010 and 2011 it 
became evident that a significant number of Local Development Companies (LDCs) who were 
contracted to deliver the Programme were not committing funds at the level required to ensure 
that all the funding would be allocated by the December 2013 deadline in line with EU Regula-
tions. Similarly it became clear that a number of LDCs were more than capable of allocating 
additional funding if it was made available. 

In this regard, in January 2012 my Department notified all LDCs that the original LDC al-
locations awarded in 2009 were no longer valid and that the Programme was being opened up 
on a ‘first-come first served’ basis to all LDCs in order to ensure that all the available funding 
would be allocated to eligible projects within the timeframe allowed. All LDCs were encour-
aged to maximise the opportunity this created for them. Some companies availed of this more 
than others. 

During 2011, the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding 
rate from 55% to 85% for the LEADER elements of Ireland’s RDP but only for expenditure 
incurred in 2012 and 2013. This had the effect of reducing the available funding under the Pro-
gramme from €427 million to an estimated €370 million which is a 13% reduction. 

In addition in late 2012 and early 2013 after repeated requests from many LDCs I agreed 
to allow significant additional programme funds to be assigned to the Basic Services Measure, 
over €19 million in total.   

In January 2013 in light of all the changes to the Programme outlined above it became nec-
essary to carry out a comprehensive review of the level of commitments and expenditure across 
the various measures of the Programme in order to apportion the remaining funds among the 
LDCs taking into account the level of commitments already entered into.   

As a first step I released €42 million worth of projects which had been approved by the 
Boards of the LDCs asking them to progress projects that were in a position to proceed. Unfor-
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tunately only €25.5 million in that category had all the necessary approvals in place to proceed 
to contract. 

Using an estimated final programme allocation of €370 million, the total spend to date and 
outstanding commitments (commitments that were under contractual arrangements) under the 
Programme were established and deducted from the €370m. €6 million was provided for the 
former MFG legacy files, new Gaeltacht projects and associated administration costs. Funding 
was also provided for projects that were greater than €150,000 in value that had been submit-
ted to my Department for assessment. The original percentage of the Programme which was 
awarded to each LDC in 2009 was then applied to apportion the remaining funding among all 
LDCs. Where an LDC would receive less than 80% of its original allocation (bearing in mind 
that the overall Programme complement has been reduced by approximately 13%) an adjust-
ment was made to maintain the revised allocation at 80% of the original.   

If my Department had not adjusted the allocations to ensure that all LDCs received at least 
80% of their original allocation a number of companies would have experienced higher reduc-
tions and in that context the allocations were calculated in the fairest possible manner. 

The Company referred to in the questions was notified of its allocation on 20 May 2013. 
It received 82.47% of its original Programme allocation (bearing in mind that the overall Pro-
gramme allocation has been reduced by approximately 13%). Of the 35 LDCs 12 received a 
lower percentage of their original Programme allocation than the Company in question. 

11/06/2013WRFF00150Rural Development Programme Funding

11/06/2013WRFF00200559. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria that was used to decide the percentage changes in the rural de-
velopment programme budgets for local development companies around the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27175/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00300583. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the number of projects in each county awaiting 
approval from his Department for Leader funding; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26862/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00400618. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the initial allocation made to each integrated company under the Leader 
programme 2007-2013; the revised allocation made recently to each company; the decrease or 
increase in this allocation; the amount of each allocation divided between administration money 
and projects; the reason for the change in allocation in each case; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27650/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00500619. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the revised project allocation to each integrated company under the Leader 
Programme; the amount of commitments entered into to date by each company and the expen-
diture to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27651/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00600620. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the revised allocation under each measure of the Leader programme; the 
amount committed to date under each measure; the expenditure under each measure; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [27652/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00700629. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government in the context of an average 13% reduction in the Leader Rural Development 
Programme funding, the reason some companies received a reduction of more than the national 
average and others received substantial increases in their budget; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27723/13]

11/06/2013WRFF00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 559, 583, 618 to 620, inclusive, and 629 together.

The LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2007-2013 com-
menced in February 2009 after a delay of more than two years which reduced the time available 
to allocate funding to less than five years rather than the normal seven. During 2010 and 2011 it 
became evident that a significant number of Local Development Companies (LDCs) who were 
contracted to deliver the Programme were not committing funds at the level required to ensure 
that all the funding would be allocated by the December 2013 deadline in line with EU Regula-
tions. Similarly it became clear that a number of LDCs were more than capable of allocating 
additional funding if it was made available. 

In this regard, in January 2012 my Department notified all LDCs that the original LDC al-
locations awarded in 2009 were no longer valid and that the Programme was being opened up 
on a ‘first-come first served’ basis to all LDCs in order to ensure that all the available funding 
would be allocated to eligible projects within the timeframe allowed. All LDCs were encour-
aged to maximise the opportunity this created for them. Some companies availed of this more 
than others. 

During 2011, the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding 
rate from 55% to 85% for the LEADER elements of Ireland’s RDP but only for expenditure 
incurred in 2012 and 2013. This had the effect of reducing the available funding under the Pro-
gramme from €427 million to an estimated €370 million which is a 13% reduction. 

In addition in late 2012 and early 2013 after repeated requests from many LDCs I agreed 
to allow significant additional programme funds to be assigned to the Basic Services Measure, 
over €19 million in total.   

In January 2013 in light of all the changes to the Programme outlined above it became nec-
essary to carry out a comprehensive review of the level of commitments and expenditure across 
the various measures of the Programme in order to apportion the remaining funds among the 
LDCs taking into account the level of commitments already entered into.   

As a first step I released €42 million worth of projects which had been approved by the 
Boards of the LDCs asking them to progress projects that were in a position to proceed. Unfor-
tunately only €25.5 million in that category had all the necessary approvals in place to proceed 
to contract. 

Using an estimated final programme allocation of €370 million the total spend to date and 
outstanding commitments (commitments that were under contractual arrangements) under the 
Programme were established and deducted from the €370m. €6 million was provided for the 
former MFG legacy files, new Gaeltacht projects and associated administration costs. Funding 
was also provided for projects that were greater than €150,000 in value that had been submit-
ted to my Department for assessment. The original percentage of the Programme which was 
awarded to each LDC in 2009 was then applied to apportion the remaining funding among all 
LDCs. Where an LDC would receive less than 80% of its original allocation (bearing in mind 
that the overall Programme complement has been reduced by approximately 13%) an adjust-
ment was made to maintain the revised allocation at 80% of the original.   
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If my Department had not adjusted the allocations to ensure that all LDCs received at least 
80% of their original allocation a number of companies would have experienced higher reduc-
tions and in that context the allocations were calculated in the fairest possible manner. 

Under the European Commission Regulations each LDC is permitted to spend up to a maxi-
mum of 20% of the total value of its expenditure on administration costs. My Department has 
requested that the LDCs should aim to reduce costs where possible in order to spend less than 
the 20% thereby making more funding available to projects. LDCs have been asked to submit 
a plan profiling their estimated administration and project expenditure for the Programme as a 
whole by mid June 2013. 

Table 1 below sets out the original allocation, the revised allocation, the increase/decrease 
and the percentage difference. 

Table 2 below shows the total commitments and expenditure by measure at 16 May 2013. 

Table 3 below shows the total project payments at 16 May 2013 and total administration/
animation claimed by the LDCs up to May 2013. My Department does not have exact figures 
for the number of projects awaiting approval in each county but the value of these per LDC is 
detailed. 

Table 1   

Local Development Company Original Allocation Revised RDP Alloca-
tion 

Difference Percentage Increase/ 
Decrease 

Avondhu/ Blackwater Partnership 
Limited 

€9,057,810 €7,251,112 -€1,806,698 -20%

Ballyhoura Development Limited €11,673,519 €18,502,053 €6,828,534 58%
Carlow County Development 
Partnership Limited 

€8,878,177 €7,444,015 -€1,434,162 -16%

Cavan Partnership Ltd. & County 
Monaghan Area Part. 

€12,035,118 €9,923,866 -€2,111,252 -18%

Clare Local Development Com-
pany Limited 

€14,028,529 €16,175,841 €2,147,312 15%

Comhar na nOileáin Teoranta €4,624,415 €6,825,171 €2, 182 ,756 48%
Donegal Local Development Com-
pany Limited 

€12,831,901 €12,775,727 -€56,174 0%

Fingal LEADER Partnership €7,766,780 €6,217,667 -€1,549,113 -20%
FORUM Connemara €9,668,965 €7,734,929 -€1,934,036 -20%
Galway Rural Development Com-
pany Limited 

€15,257,985 €12,211,887 -€3,046,098 -20%

Inishowen Development Partner-
ship 

€8,286,143 €7,410,663 -€875,480 -11%

I.R.D. Duhallow €10,315,943 €12,839,050 €2,523,107 24%
Kildare (Cill Dara ar Aghaidh 
Teoranta) 

€12,282,448 €10,642,073 -€1,640,375 -13%

County Kilkenny LEADER Part-
nership Limited 

€11,523,729 €13,319,465 €1,795,736 16%

Laois Community & Enterprise 
Development Company 

€10,993,608 €9,465,731 -€1,527,877 -14%

Leitrim Integrated Development 
Company 

€10,845,497 €10,257,659 -€587,838 -5%

Longford Community Resources 
Limited 

€8,714,110 €7,026,574 -€1,687,536 -19%

Louth LEADER Partnership €8,839,815 €7,075,178 -€1,764,637 -20%
Mayo North East LEADER Part-
nership Company 

€10,751,894 €9,535,062 -€1,216,832 -11%
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Local Development Company Original Allocation Revised RDP Alloca-
tion 

Difference Percentage Increase/ 
Decrease 

Meath Partnership €12,748,771 €15,051,583 €2,302,812 18%
North & East Kerry LEADER 
Partnership Teoranta 

€10,558,882 €8,937,452 -€1,621,430 -15%

North Tipperary LEADER Part-
nership Company 

€9,708,008 €12,917,884 €3,209,876 33%

Offaly Integrated Local Develop-
ment Company 

€11,520,489 €10,828,856 -€691,633 -6%

Roscommon Integrated Develop-
ment Company 

€12,838,021 €11,230,957 -€1,607,064 -13%

County Sligo LEADER Partner-
ship Company 

€10,888,673 €9,788,645 -€1,100,028 -10%

South East Cork Area Develop-
ment Limited 

€10,641,494 €10,532,187 -€109,307 -1%

South Kerry Development Partner-
ship Limited 

€12,370,667 €9,998,740 -€2,371,927 -19%

South Tipperary Local Develop-
ment Company Limited 

€11,106,187 €12,405,282 €1,299,095 12%

South West Mayo Development 
Company Limited 

€12,150,007 €10,361,827 -€1,788,180 -15%

Waterford LEADER Partnership 
Limited 

€10,558,519 €11,177,988 €619,469 6%

West Cork Development Partner-
ship 

€14,601,149 €12,465,076 -€2,136,073 -15%

West Limerick Resources €9,997,751 €9,007,256 -€990,495 -10%
Westmeath Community Develop-
ment 

€10,987,060 €8,798,346 -€2,188,714 -20%

Wexford Local Development €12,515,565 €11,583,749 -€931,816 -7%
Wicklow Partnership €11,135,560 €8,908,698 -€2,226,862 -20%

Table 2   

Measure Total Public Commit-
ment (€) 

Total Paid (€) Outstanding Commit-
ments 

Basic Services for the Economy 
and Rural Population 

51,170,182.68 32,517,849.83 18,652,332.85 

Support for Business Creation 
and Development 

33,373,073.54 16,729,509.18 16,643,564.36 

Conservation and Upgrading of 
the Rural Heritage 

22,298,692.98 13,387,479.64 8,911,213.34 

Implementing Co-Operation 
Projects 

5,082,695.46 2,209,022.15 2,873,673.31 

Diversification Into Non-Agri-
cultural Activities 

9,455,618.15 4,694,927.64 4,760,690.51 

Measure 123   - Food Products  932,406.36 102,293.65 830,112.71 
Skills Acquisition and Animation 7,984,455.06 3,655,078.54 4,329,376.52 
Encouragement of Tourism 
Activities 

34,925,468.94 19,351,596.50 15,573,872.44 

Training and Information 18,625,945.81 10,818,304.87 7,807,640.94 
Village and Countryside Renew-
al And Development 

43,430,399.58 22,732,374.77 20,698,024.81 

227,278,938.56 126,198,436.77 101,080,501.79 
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Table 3 

LAG Administration/ 
Animation 

Total Project 
Payments 

Outstanding 
Commitments 

Unapproved Project 
Applications   

Avondhu/ Blackwater Partnership 
Limited 

1,264,875 3,528,823 687,858   701,055.40 

Ballyhoura Development Limited 2,104,858 5,797,832 8,591,499 3,296,082.52   
Carlow County Development Partner-
ship Limited 

1,329,953 2,855,211 1,764,530   5,394,591.86 

Cavan Partnership Ltd. & County 
Monaghan Area Partnership 

1,636,029 3,159,211 3,237,804   5,378,423.73 

Clare Local Development Company 
Limited 

2,052,705 5,605,411 5,580,527   2,119,626.00 

Comhar na nOileáin Teoranta 901,696 1,902,511 1,117,154   9,551,066.19 
Donegal Local Development Com-
pany Limited 

1,860,801 4,470,594 2,552,389   6,051,101.40 

Fingal LEADER Partnership 924,558 848,526 1,389,000   4,559,229.75 
FORUM Connemara 1,069,920 2,028,894 762,039   4,951,184.12 
Galway Rural Development Company 
Limited 

1,737,777 4,756,782 2,827,281   5,568,729.75 

Inishowen Development Partnership 1,044,744 3,587,865 1,383,380   671,790.46 
I.R.D. Duhallow 1,482,010 4,200,966 5,419,756   3,000,613.00 
Kildare (Cill Dara ar Aghaidh 
Teoranta) 

1,785,905 2,267,719 3,408,240   8,937,817.24 

County Kilkenny LEADER Partner-
ship Limited 

1,719,346 4,268,023 2,842,795 9,111,722.32 

Laois Community & Enterprise De-
velopment Company Limited 

1,256,857 2,955,956 3,402,539   2,590,913.00 

Leitrim Integrated Development 
Company 

1,484,819 3,469,067 3,101,683 3,973,390.99 

Longford Community Resources 
Limited 

1,042,002 2,634,263 1,883,602   3,806,306.04 

Louth LEADER Partnership 1,235,852 2,294,140 968,321   3 , 715 , 859.17 
Mayo North East LEADER Partner-
ship Company Teoranta 

1,363,383 2,809,326 1,209,998   939,450.59 

Meath Partnership 2,005,521 3,419,317 6,638,061 4,943,007.27 
North & East Kerry LEADER Part-
nership Teoranta 

1,520,904 2,962,894 1,883,262   2,648,342.04 

North Tipperary LEADER Partner-
ship Company 

1,321,176 4,817,914 4,537,131   3,694,902.46 

Offaly Integrated Local Development 
Company 

1,429,446 4,167,731 3,292,619   3,059,511.82 

Roscommon Integrated Development 
Company 

1,771,749 3,505,505 3,440,078   6,303,815.40 

County Sligo LEADER Partnership 
Company 

1,346,434 4,570,222 2,039,273   5,216,792.14 

South East Cork Area Development 
Limited 

1,423,547 3,592,134 2,395,392   6,775,148.78 

South Kerry Development Partnership 
Limited 

1,861,505 2,776,881 2,219,256   4,266,727.82 

South Tipperary Local Development 
Company Limited 

1,391,293 4,878,232 4,266,429   6,621,244.30 

South West Mayo Development Com-
pany Limited 

1,714,153 4,288,803 1,075,833   7,286,410.34 

Waterford LEADER Partnership 
Limited 

1,553,977 4,365,454 2,636,628   4,311,287.08 

West Cork Development Partnership 2,058,033 4,664,843 2,898,225   12,086,048.87 
West Limerick Resources 1,492,992 3,017,405 2,417,784 3,053,224.98 
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LAG Administration/ 
Animation 

Total Project 
Payments 

Outstanding 
Commitments 

Unapproved Project 
Applications   

Westmeath Community Development 1,451,951 2,293,616 1,881,693   3,835,806.91 
Wexford Local Development 1,519,607 4,875,460 3,082,137 2,884,071.72 
Wicklow Partnership 1,368,822 2,592,862 2,044,743   3,467,267.00 

€53,932,906 €126,198,437 €98,878,938 €164,772,562.50 

11/06/2013WRFF00850Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRFF00900560. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form the amount of money that was spent on reports 
commissioned by his Department for 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the purpose of each 
report and the person commissioned to carry out the reports. [27178/13]

11/06/2013WRFF01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Information on reports commissioned by my Department is set out in the following table. 
The expenditure shown relates to the current configuration of my Department (i.e. Heritage 
reports are excluded and Community reports are included from 2010).   

Consultant/Au-
thor 

Description of Report 2010 Expen-
diture 

2011 Expen-
diture 

2012 Expen-
diture 

2013 (to date) 
Expenditure 

AECOM Cost Optimal study for non 
domestic buildings. 

€17,393 €26,792 

BRE Study for assessing acceptable 
construction details to support 
TGD L Conservation of Fuel and 
Energy-Dwellings 2010. 

€103,836 

Building Research 
Establishment Ltd. 

Retrofitting Code of Practice. €21,191 

Napier University 
Ventures Ltd. 

Sound Insulation Research to 
inform the drafting of Part E 
(Sound) of the Building Regula-
tions. 

€7,851 €1,423 

Pyrite Panel Report of the Pyrite Panel - Inde-
pendent report to provide options 
for the Minister to deal with the 
pyrite problem. 

€21,470 

Mr. David Loveg-
rove 

Annual Report of the Dormant 
Accounts Board. 

€25,557 €12,181 €10,174 €1,588 

Pembroke Com-
munications 

Advise on, and assist tendering 
process for, Tidy Towns sponsor-
ship. 

€4,560 

Fehilly Timoney & 
Company 

Bulky Waste Reuse Best Practice 
- Feasibility Study. 

€41,514 

Methanogen Crop Demo Trials to demonstrate 
the use of composted and anaero-
bic digested BMW on crops. 

€50,788 €92,607 €15,263 

Poyry Forest Indus-
try Consulting 

Recovered Paper Market in 
Ireland and Recovered Paper 
Quality Best Practice Studies. 

€85,003 

RPS Compost Quality Standard IS441 
(NSAI). 

€10,000 

SKM Enviros Irish Recycled Plastic Waste 
Arisings Study. 

€37,566 

RPS Review of the Producer Respon-
sibility Model in Ireland. 

€211,458 

RPS All Island Used Tyre Survey. €17,673 
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Consultant/Au-
thor 

Description of Report 2010 Expen-
diture 

2011 Expen-
diture 

2012 Expen-
diture 

2013 (to date) 
Expenditure 

Egan, Fitzpatrick, 
Malsch & Law-
rence 

Probabilistic Risk Assessment 
(PRA) report of the risks from 
Sellafield to Ireland and Irish 
interests. 

€884,738 €1,395,077 €1,526,250 

Mazars Systems audit of the RDP. €49,414 
DTZ Sherry 
Fitzgerald 

Negotiation of the conclusion 
of lease arrangements for the 
storage of electronic voting 
machines. 

€5,566 €2,783 

DKM Consultants 
Ltd 

Construction research reports. €81,319 

DKM Economic 
Consultants 

Review of Part V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 

€39,690 

Indecon Feasibility study on a Tenancy 
Deposit Protection Scheme. 

€42,706 

Version 1 Evaluation of ICT Disaster 
Recovery configuration and capa-
bility. 

€9,363 

SQW Limited Feasibility study to inform the 
design of a main stage National 
Evaluation of the Local and 
Community Development Pro-
grammes. 

€33,001 €77,000 

Economic and 
Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) 

Analysis of Property Tax Options 
- A report to the Interdepartmen-
tal Expert Group on Property 
Tax. 

€60,280 

Barrow Archaeo-
logical Services 

Archaelogical report on Met 
Éireann site at Valentia. 

€2,662 €1,210 

Flynn Furney Con-
sultants Ltd 

Environmental Management 
Services re: review of CEMP at 
Valentia Site. 

€3,167 

Glas Ecology Environment Management Plan. €4,920 
M.I. Safety & 
Training Services 

Method safety statement. €350 

Malachy Walsh & 
Partners 

Environmental and engineering 
advice, EIS screening report and 
planning submission for site at 
Valentia. 

€6,655 €17,378 €2,153 

Munster Archaeol-
ogy 

Report on archaeological investi-
gation/survey of Met Éireann site 
at Valentia. 

€24,258 €23,031 

National Standards 
Authority Ireland 
(NSAI) 

Report of Surveillance Audit on 
IS EN ISO 2012. 

€2,662 €3,993 €2,706 

Zenith Land Sur-
veys 

Land survey at Valentia. €2,420 

ARUP Consulting 
Engineers 

Study in respect of provision of 
fire detection and alarm systems 
in dwellings. 

 €12,100.00 €17,835.00 

Farrell Grant 
Sparks 

DDDA options paper on Becbay 
joint venture. 

€17,407 

Mr. Seamus Woulfe 
SC 

Review of the management by 
the Department of an application 
by Wicklow County Council for 
loan approval in respect of the 
compulsory purchase of land 
at Charlesland, Co. Wicklow - 
Phase 1. 

€19,680 
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Consultant/Au-
thor 

Description of Report 2010 Expen-
diture 

2011 Expen-
diture 

2012 Expen-
diture 

2013 (to date) 
Expenditure 

Mr. Seamus Woulfe 
SC 

Review of the compulsory 
acquisition of land by Wicklow 
County Council at Charlesland, 
Co. Wicklow - Phase 2. 

€49,200 

Murtagh & Part-
ners 

Review of Dublin Region Home-
lessness Services and Funding 
2011. 

€27,800 

Mr Hendrik W van 
der Kamp 

Independent Evaluation of the 
Planning Review Report 2012. 

€12,096 

Dr. Eoin 
O’Sullivan, Trinity 
College Dublin 

Review of the Homeless Strategy 
2008-2013 

€6,000 

ECU Ltd Specialist economic advice in 
respect of project agreement 
entered into by Dublin City 
Council. 

€3,781 

Eunomia Research 
& Consulting 

International review of waste 
management policy. 

€82,087 

Eunomia Research 
& Consulting 

Opinion on competition aspects 
of Dublin waste to energy con-
tract. 

€2,178 

RPS Provision of expertise concerning 
Strategic Environmental Assess-
ment and Appropriate Assess-
ment techniques for the evalu-
ation and revision of Regional 
Waste Management Plans. 

€45,223 

Tobin Consulting 
Engineers 

National Litter Pollution Moni-
toring System Report. 

€64,226 €68,822 €57,180 €29,136 

White Young Green Ambient Air Monitoring in the 
vicinity of the former steelworks 
site, Haulbowline, Cork. 

€13,010 €13,005 

White Young Green Environmental and geotechnical 
assessment at former Irish Ispat 
site at Haulbowline, Cork. 

€107,833 

Indecon Regulatory Impact Analysis of 
proposed regulations for house-
hold food waste. 

€24,725 

Mr. John Hennessy 
SC 

Review of the contract for the 
proposed incinerator at Poolbeg. 

€54,540 

Price Waterhouse 
Coopers 

Consultancy services on es-
tablishment of National Water 
Utility. 

€59,290 €120,294 

Economic and 
Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) 

Affordability aspects of the 
provision of water services in 
Ireland. 

€51,798 

11/06/2013WRFF01050Property Ownership

11/06/2013WRFF01100561. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has considered introducing measures to provide persons who have sites in 
caravan parks to acquire legal rights, proprietorial or otherwise following a number of years of 
unbroken payments for the site. [27192/13]

11/06/2013WRFF01200562. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if persons who have sites on caravan parks over a number of years have any fixity 
of tenure, mechanisms to appeal rents or the ability to assign rights. [27193/13]
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11/06/2013WRFF01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 561 and 562 together.

The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004 and 2009 apply to every dwelling that is the subject 
of a tenancy. The definition of “dwelling” in section 4(1) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 
excludes a structure that is not permanently attached to the ground and a vessel and a vehicle 
(whether mobile or not). In addition, section 3 of the Act provides that the Act does not apply to 
dwellings let to a person whose entitlement to occupation is for the purpose of a holiday only. I 
have no plans to amend the Residential Tenancies Acts in this regard. 

I have no function with regard to private commercial agreements between caravan dwellers 
and the land owners of sites on which such caravans are placed.

11/06/2013WRFF01350Wind Energy Guidelines

11/06/2013WRFF01400563. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the terms of reference and the timescale in relation to the comprehensive review 
of the guidelines for Wind Energy Development which is being undertaken in conjunction with 
the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27237/13]

11/06/2013WRFF01500590. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the mechanism in place, and the associated timing for the communities of the mid-
lands to participate in the decision-making regarding the current 8,000MW industrial windfarm 
developments (details supplied). [27004/13]

11/06/2013WRFF01600591. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the fact that two companies (details supplied) propose to place initially 
1150 industrial wind turbines across the midlands over the next three years, his specific pro-
cess or mechanism for assessing the impact on human beings, material assets and landscape. 
[27005/13]

11/06/2013WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 563, 590 and 591 to-
gether.

The Wind Energy Development Guidelines, which were published by my Department on 
29 June 2006, provide advice to planning authorities on catering for wind energy through the 
development plan process. The guidelines are also intended to ensure a consistency of approach 
throughout the country in the identification of suitable locations for wind energy development 
and the treatment of planning applications for such developments. This mapping of suitable 
locations is carried out through the development plan process which makes extensive statutory 
provision for public consultation. Planning legislation provides for extensive public notification 
of proposed development at the development management stage. For example, article 17 of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2010 requires an applicant to erect a site notice 
in order to lodge a valid application for planning permission. Article 19 of the Regulations 
requires that this notice must be placed in a conspicuous position on or near the main entrance 
from a public road to the land or structure concerned, so as to be easily visible and legible by 
persons using the public road. Alternatively, if the land or structure does not adjoin a public 
road, the site notice should be placed so as to be easily visible and legible by persons outside 
the land or structure. 

The site notice must contain the date on which the site notice is erected and state that the 
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planning application may be inspected or purchased at the offices of the planning authority and 
that a submission or observation in relation to the application may be made to the authority in 
writing, on payment of the prescribed fee, within the 5 weeks beginning on the date of receipt 
by the planning authority of the application. The applicant must erect the site notice no sooner 
than 2 weeks before making the application for permission in order to facilitate third party 
inspection of the application. Where it appears to a planning authority that any notice does 
not comply with these requirements they may require the applicant to give further notice and 
evidence in relation to compliance with such a requirement.  Article 18 of the Planning and De-
velopment Regulations 2006 also provides that a notice be published in a newspaper approved 
for this purpose. Each planning authority must decide which newspapers should be included on 
their approved list of newspapers in order to ensure that the newspapers used for the purpose of 
such notices have a sufficiently large circulation in its functional area.  In addition the planning 
authority must, under section 34(3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, have regard to 
any observations or submissions received concerning the proposed development in accordance 
with the relevant regulations. 

Furthermore, any person who makes a submission to the planning authority may appeal the 
decision of the planning authority to An Bord Pleanála. The Board in some instances, at its own 
discretion, holds oral hearings in relation to cases being considered by it, further adding to the 
opportunities to participate in the decision-making process. 

The EIA Directive, Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the 
effects of certain public and private projects on the environment as amended by Council Direc-
tive 97/11/EC of 3 March 1997, Directive 2003/35/EC of 26 May 2003 and Directive 2009/31/
EC of 23 April 2009, now codified in Directive 2011/92/EU of 13 December 2011, is designed 
to ensure that projects likely to have significant effects on the environment are subject to a com-
prehensive assessment of environmental effects prior to development consent being given. EIA 
provisions in relation to planning consents, including for wind energy developments that come 
within the scope of the Directive, are currently contained in the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended, (Part X), and in Part 10 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, 
as amended. 

An EIA must identify, describe and assess the effects of a proposed development on various 
factors, including, inter alia:   

-  human beings, fauna and flora;

-  soil, water, air, climate and the landscape; and,

-  material assets and the cultural heritage. 

The Directive further requires that EIA be carried out in an open and transparent manner 
with the public and bodies with specific environmental responsibility being given an opportu-
nity to comment and participate in the process of assessment. The public concerned and persons 
with sufficient interest must also be given an opportunity to challenge the substantive and pro-
cedural legality of the final decision.   

I am - in conjunction with the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
and other stakeholders - undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the Wind Energy 
Guidelines 2006 in order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy targets 
and, at the same time, that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local communi-
ties. This focused review is examining the manner in which the Guidelines address key issues 
of community concern such as noise, proximity and visual amenity and any other potential 
impacts, as considered appropriate, as well as ways of building community support for wind 
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energy development. All statutory planning guidelines issue first in draft form for a public con-
sultation over a period of a couple of months. Once the consultation period is closed the submis-
sions received on the draft guidelines are considered and taken into account in the final form of 
the guidelines. The draft guidelines will - like all other new or revised guidelines - go out for 
extensive public consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months. The indicative timetable for 
the publication of the draft guidelines is Quarter 4 2013.   

Questions Nos. 564 and 565 answered with Question No. 544.

11/06/2013WRFF01850Nitrates Usage

11/06/2013WRFF01900566. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will outline his timetable for the review of the nitrates directive; if he will 
replace calendar restrictions on the spreading of slurry with a system based on weather and soil 
conditions which could be coordinated between the Met Service and Teagasc; if he will ensure 
that the definition of soiled water is in line with that of other EU states; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27285/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In accordance with the Nitrates Directive, Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme is due 
for review this year and this is currently under way.  As part of the review a public consultation 
process has been initiated and will close on 12 June 2013. All submissions received on foot of 
this consultation will be given full consideration by myself and my colleague the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. It is intended that the review process, including legislative 
amendments if any, will be completed before the end of this year. It would be inappropriate to 
anticipate any outcomes of the review process in advance of its conclusion.   

However, it should be noted that set closed periods for the spreading of fertilisers, including 
slurry, are a mandatory requirement of the Nitrates Directive. The purpose of closed periods is 
to protect ground and surface water bodies, including drinking water sources, by prohibiting 
the application of fertilisers when such application poses an unacceptable risk to water courses. 
Good agricultural practice involves the application of fertilisers as early as practicable in the 
growing season in order to maximise the uptake of nutrients by crops and to minimise pollution 
to water.

11/06/2013WRFF02050Wind Energy Guidelines

11/06/2013WRFF02100567. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will set out in detail the process through which a company such as 
Saorgus would establish an offshore wind farm in the foreshore as is currently proposed for the 
Kish Bank, including all the licencing, leasing, environmental requirements and also detailing 
the different areas of responsibility covered by his Department and other Government Depart-
ments. [26652/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02200568. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide details of the foreshore licence that Saorgus currently 
holds in the area of the Kish Bank; when it was granted; and the nature of the public consulta-
tion process surrounding that grant. [26653/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 567 and 568 together.
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In August 2000, the Minister for the Marine and Natural Resources granted foreshore li-
cences to ‘The Kish Consortium’ to assess the suitability of a site on the Kish and Bray Banks 
for the construction of an offshore electricity generating station. The licences were valid from 
2 April 2001 for 4 years and allowed the company to carry out investigations into seabed sedi-
ment, as well as measuring wave, tide, current and silt load. The application for the licences had 
been the subject of consultation with statutory bodies and the public in early 2000 prior to the 
decision to grant the licences. 

In order to construct a windfarm on the foreshore, a lease under the Foreshore Act is re-
quired, as well as consents from the Commission for Energy Regulation (a Licence to Generate 
Electricity and an Authorisation to Construct a Generating Station). Planning permission in 
respect of any land-based infrastructure associated with the development is also necessary. An 
application for a foreshore lease for the construction of a windfarm with more than 5 turbines 
or having a total output greater than 5 MW must be accompanied by an Environmental Impact 
Statement and where required a Natura Impact Statement. 

The Kish Consortium, now operating as the Kish Offshore Wind Ltd. and Bray Offshore 
Wind Ltd., both part-owned by Saorgus Energy Ltd., lodged an application for a foreshore lease 
to develop a windfarm on the Kish and Bray Banks with my Department in 2009. These banks 
are approximately 10km from the Dublin and Wicklow coasts. The company recently published 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in respect of the proposal. A public consultation pro-
cess is currently on-going. However, this application will not be assessed by my Department 
or the Marine Licence Vetting Committee until the Offshore Renewable Energy Development 
Plan (OREDP) has been published. 

The assessment that will be carried out by my Department will have regard to the informa-
tion contained in the application, the EIS, the OREDP and the associated Strategic Environmen-
tal Assessment and Appropriate Assessment.   

In carrying out an assessment of an application of this nature, my Department is also re-
quired to consider submissions or observations made by the public and the bodies prescribed 
following a consultation period of 8 weeks duration. 

If granted, the terms of a Foreshore lease for an offshore wind project will address such mat-
ters as environmental standards, construction methodology, good management of the facility, 
fees payable as well as standard legal clauses regarding issues such as warranties, insurance and 
indemnities. 

11/06/2013WRFF02350Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

11/06/2013WRFF02400569. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a budget has been allocated by his Department to Donegal County Council 
for the Dungloe Glenties DBO scheme; the specific date that the works for this scheme will 
commence on site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26659/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Dungloe and Glenties Sewerage Schemes, which are to advance jointly, are included 
in the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to start during the lifetime 
of the programme.  Donegal County Council has sought tenders for the contract and is assessing 
the tenders received. When this assessment is completed the Council will advise my Depart-
ment and seek confirmation that funding is available to allow work commence.
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11/06/2013WRFF02550Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

11/06/2013WRFF02600570. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 341 on 5 March 2013 and No. 503 on 
17 July 2012, if he has considered the preliminary report submitted by Donegal County Coun-
cil for the Falcarragh sewerage scheme; his views on whether this scheme will be progressed 
through planning in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26660/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Falcarragh Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s Water Services In-
vestment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to advance through planning.  Donegal County 
Council’s Preliminary Report for this scheme is under examination in my Department and a 
response will issue to the Council before the end of this month. 

11/06/2013WRFF02750Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

11/06/2013WRFF02800571. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has now issued full approval of the contract documents for 
the Donegal Group B sewerage schemes; the amount of funding that has been made available 
by his Department for the progression of these schemes in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26661/13]

11/06/2013WRFF02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Donegal (Group B) Wastewater Treatment Plants contract is included in my Depart-
ment’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013  as a contract to start during the life 
of the programme.  Donegal County Council’s Contract Documents for the work are under 
examination in my Department and a decision will be made as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRFF02950Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

11/06/2013WRFF03000572. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the Ballyshannon water supply scheme, County 
Donegal; if this scheme has now received full approval from his Department; if appropriate 
funding has been allocated to progress the scheme in 2013; when he expects works to com-
mence on site; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26662/13]

11/06/2013WRFF03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Ballyshannon/Rossnowlagh Regional Water Supply Scheme is included in my De-
partment’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to start during the 
lifetime of the programme.  My Department is awaiting the submission by Donegal County 
Council of Contract Documents for the scheme. I understand that the Council is reviewing the 
proposed treatment requirements in the context of the provision of water supplies to serve the 
West Donegal region.   

11/06/2013WRFF03150Rental Accommodation Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRFF03200573. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that rental accommodation scheme cur-
rently costing Dublin City Council €1.5 million a year above Department funding to administer; 
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his views on whether this is sustainable; and if he is aware of any other local authorities running 
at a deficit due to RAS.  [26677/13]

11/06/2013WRFF03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Funding for the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) 
is provided by a transfer of monies from the Department of Social Protection’s Vote to the 
Vote of my Department. Monies are provided on an Exchequer neutral basis to meet the costs 
of persons transferring from the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Rent Supplement Scheme 
to the RAS, including an amount for the administration of the Scheme. The amount allocated 
for 2013 is €150 million, an increase of €15 million from 2012. The issue of local authorities 
incurring costs in excess of the overall amount provided in the annual transfer of monies from 
the Department of Social Protection does not therefore arise.

11/06/2013WRFF03350Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRFF03400574. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his policy in relation to housing services for those with autism and or autistic 
spectrum disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26768/13]

11/06/2013WRFF03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s National Housing Strategy for People 
with a Disability 2011-2016 sets out the broad framework for the delivery of housing supports 
for people with disabilities. The Strategy aims to support people with various disabilities to live 
more independently in their own homes rather than having to move into residential care, includ-
ing by providing person centred community based housing solutions and ensuring mainstream 
assessment of individual housing need.   

The Strategy is subject to a robust monitoring regime and the specific housing and related 
support needs of people with autism and autistic spectrum disorders will be kept under review 
in this regard.

11/06/2013WRGG00150Library Projects

11/06/2013WRGG00200575. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the funds which have been made available from his Depart-
ment for public libraries in each of the past five years; if he will list the libraries that are cur-
rently on the waiting list for funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26778/13]

11/06/2013WRGG00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Local Government Act, 2001, each Local Authority is deemed to be a library 
authority and it is a matter for each local authority to prioritise its actions in terms of delivering 
library facilities including premises in its catchment area.

Under Section 78 of the Act, a library authority may take such measures, engage in such 
activities or do such things in accordance with law, including the incurring of expenditure, for 
the provision of library services as it considers necessary or desirable. A library authority may, 
in particular, arrange for the provision of  premises and facilities, including mobile facilities, for 
the library service, as it considers appropriate. 

My Department has provided capital funding towards approved refurbishment and renova-
tion, and new library projects carried out by local authorities, subject to availability of resourc-
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es. In addition, my Department subsidises the rental of approved library facilities in locations 
where ownership of the premises is not feasible. The funding provided by my Department for 
2008 to 2012 inclusive is as follows:

Year Capital Current
2008 €15,273,906 €1,688,188
2009 €8,420,836 €1,590,721
2010 €7,300,000 €1,532,125
2011 €6,292,727 €1,288,888
2012 €5,000,000 €1,300,000

All funding under the current Library Capital Programme is fully committed to existing ap-
proved library projects at varying stages of completion.

11/06/2013WRGG00350Traveller Accommodation

11/06/2013WRGG00400576. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide the amounts allocated to each local authority for Traveller 
specific accommodation in each of the past four years; if he will provide figures for the money 
that was actually spent in each case; if moneys not spent were rolled over into the next financial 
year; if this is counted as part of the annual allocation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [26780/13]

11/06/2013WRGG00500577. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider expanding the Traveller accommodation scheme to cover 
traditional housing in the event that more members of the Travelling community opt for such 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26781/13]

11/06/2013WRGG00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 576 and 577 together.

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, statutory responsi-
bility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adop-
tion and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Programmes, designed to 
meet the accommodation needs of Travellers, rests with individual housing authorities. My 
Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate legislative and funding arrangements in 
place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation. 

My Department provides 100% capital funding to housing authorities for Traveller-specific 
accommodation. This funding stream is designed to meet the specific distinct accommodation 
needs of the Traveller community, such as halting sites and group housing schemes. In recent 
years, a portion of the overall capital allocation was held in reserve by my Department for the 
purposes of recouping to housing authorities the purchase cost of houses which were required 
to meet the accommodation needs of Traveller families with specific categories of need. 

In accordance with the Housing Needs Assessments carried out by local authorities, the 
accommodation needs of Travellers can be provided for by way of standard social housing, 
Traveller-specific group housing or residential caravan parks and halting sites. The majority 
of Traveller families are accommodated in standard housing provided by local authorities or 
in private rented accommodation with Rent Supplement support. In submitting proposals un-
der my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP) for the construction and 
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acquisition of social housing , it is a matter for each local authority to determine the particular 
housing need to be met in each case. Given that the standard housing needs of all categories of 
persons, including Travellers, are already catered for under SHIP, I do not propose to expand 
the Traveller Accommodation Programmes to include standard housing provision.

In keeping with the conditions which apply to capital budgets in general, unspent alloca-
tions in respect of Traveller accommodation may not be rolled over into the next financial year. 
The capital allocations in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation over the period 2009-
2012 and the amounts recouped are set out in the following table: 

County 
Council

Allocation 
2009

Allocation 
2010

Allocation 
2011

Allocation 
2012

Recouped 
2009

Recouped 
2010

Recouped 
2011

Recouped 
2012

Carlow 400,000 420,000 50,000 0 194,602 91,116 26,146 305,156
Cavan 20,000 30,000 10,000 0 18,842 0 6,356 0
Clare 2,350,000 1,900,000 500,000 300,000 2,710,533 544,603 481,387 183,281
Cork 650,000 930,000 425,000 300,000 72,308 500,559 10,132 171,103
Donegal 100,000 70,000 25,000 300,000 110,492 24,782 61,669 233,500
South Dublin 5,224,500 3,610,000 600,000 250,000 5,004,727 1,749,905 258,852 140,123
Fingal 4,200,000 5,000,000 700,000 150,000 2,335,136 2,860,494 0 0
Dún 
Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

1,000,000 750,000 750,000 313,150 404,627 65,263 330,349 155,051

Galway 805,500 600,000 100,000 500,000 634,516 185,830 292,947 0
Kerry 1,080,000 100,000 400,000 23,249 177,543 372,021 600,578 17,067
Kildare 500,000 1,100,000 200,000 30,000 220,000 0 0 30,000
Kilkenny 500,000 1,200,000 450,000 60,000 0 698,431 501,263 640
Laois 50,000 220,000 200,000 530,000 45,000 0 3,810 218,481
Leitrim 200,000 180,000 80,000 0 101,230 86,723 14,234 0
Limerick 650,000 100,000 200,000 134,400 341,977 0 81,600 98,400
Longford 800,000 750,000 0 120,768 0 0 0
Louth 750,000 515,000 235,000 150,000 24,997 331,874 504,109 239,508
Mayo 750,000 500,000 30,000 136,850 334,390 645,218 38,503 3,810
Meath 3,000,000 2,800,000 1,500,000 78,133 300,747 2,771,429 1,796,295 63,560
Monaghan 400,000 0 0 714,957 691,044 197,925 0
North Tip-
perary

425,000 1,550,000 500,000 139,508 365,080 659,924 174,323 46,947

Offaly 95,000 110,000 400,000 0 499,914 107,248 406,902 0
Roscommon 500,000 900,000 495,000 373,587 85,640 809,255 269,689 0
Sligo 900,000 500,000 500,000 18,090 265,397 513,481 624,885 17,225
South Tip-
perary

500,000 500,000 250,000 27,641 1,017,386 59,617 445,623 190,000

Waterford 0 0 0 97,303 0 0 0
Westmeath 150,000 75,000 150,000 46,452 17,745 210,000 174,718 48,655
Wexford 200,000 300,000 100,000 285,000 73,335 385,119 111,422 172,552
Wicklow 600,000 300,000 600,000 550,000 338,159 0 459,904 605,837
City Council
Cork 100,000 40,000 62,000 5,000 44,500 40,500 70,500
Dublin 3,000,000 1,450,000 1,350,000 50,000 1,441,543 389,146 433,099 287,402
Galway 1,000,000 1,000,000 550,000 360,000 764,310 707,431 135,328 391,250
Limerick 400,000 1,000,000 1,150,000 250,000 149,214 353,681 329,341 50,106
Waterford 700,000 1,500,000 500,000 252,240 614,557 250,000 503,019 259,846
TOTAL 32,000,000 30,000,000 13,000,000 5,670,300 19,601,975 16,108,693 9,314,910 4,000,000

11/06/2013WRGG00650Local Authority Funding
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11/06/2013WRGG00700578. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the capital allocation for housing to a local authority (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow in 2013 [26792/13]

11/06/2013WRGG00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Capital allocations to local authorities under my Depart-
ment’s Social Housing Investment Programme are made on a county-at-large basis. On 1 March 
2013, I announced a capital allocation to Wicklow County Council of €4,105,762.  A break-
down of allocation across six principal measures is set out in the following table:     

Measure Allocation 
Social Housing Construction and Acquisition €2,441,512 
Capital Assistance Scheme €710,730 
Traveller Accommodation €108,300 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability €453,694 
Extensions and Adaptations etc. €80,994 
Energy Efficiency €310,532 
Total €4,105,762 

11/06/2013WRGG00850Local Authority Funding

11/06/2013WRGG00900579. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the headings or schemes under which headings a local authority drew down 
funding from his Department for a particular site (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the 
amount of funding drawn down under each heading and the specific date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26793/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme, funding is provided to local authorities for the construction or acquisition of dwell-
ings to meet social housing need. On 8 November 2012, my Department recouped €380,725 
to Wicklow County Council in respect of the acquisition of two properties at the location in 
question. 

11/06/2013WRGG01050Rural Development Programme Funding

11/06/2013WRGG01100580. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 172 of 17 April 2013, the current po-
sition of the application by a club (details supplied) in County Mayo; when the approval funds 
will be granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26798/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01200599. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a project (details supplied) in County Mayo will be approved and 
receive funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27395/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 580 and 599 together.

Mayo North East Leader Partnership is the Local Action Group (MNELP) contracted by my 
Department to deliver both the Rural Development Programme (RDP) and the Local Commu-
nity Development Programme to the North Mayo area. 
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On foot of correspondence received in 2011 regarding a possible governance issue at Mayo 
North East LEADER Partnership Company, a comprehensive investigation into the issues out-
lined was instigated. This proved to be a very complex investigation and, on foot of its initial 
findings and in the context of my Department’s responsibility to ensure that RDP funding is 
delivered in an efficient and effective way, a decision was made to suspend project approvals 
by the Partnership on 7 March 2012. However, the issuing of payments to eligible approved 
applications is progressing as normal.   

The Final Report has been provided to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine Managing Authority for the RDP. The Managing Authority has subsequently reported the 
findings to the European Commission and the external accreditation auditors (Deloitte). The 
Report has been considered in my own Department and an Action Plan has been agreed with 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  My Department has also agreed a series 
of actions to be taken by Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Company which are at an 
advanced stage of implementation. 

I notified MNELP on 24 April 2013 of my intention to restore their contract under the Pro-
gramme subject to certain arrangements being put in place and my Department is currently 
working on the practical details. I understand that these are almost in place and following this 
the projects in question can be assessed by the company. 

11/06/2013WRGG01350Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report

11/06/2013WRGG01400581. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has received the report from the Boundary Commission on the Local Elec-
tions; if so, when he intends to publish same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26803/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01500588. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the report on the review of local government electoral boundaries will be 
published. [26927/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 581 and 588 together.

I published the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report 2013 on 30 May 2013.  I 
have accepted in full the recommendations in the Report and I will be making the necessary lo-
cal electoral area orders to give effect to these in due course. The local electoral areas specified 
in these orders, and the number of members to be elected for each electoral area, will apply at 
the 2014 local elections.

11/06/2013WRGG01650Septic Tank Inspections

11/06/2013WRGG01700582. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the provisions that will be made for householders who have registered and 
qualify for a septic tank grant should it be necessary to upgrade their system prior to inspection 
by the respective County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26892/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01800606.  Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when he will be providing the grant assistance announced in 2012 for the 
protection of waters against pollution caused by septic tanks; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [27521/13]

11/06/2013WRGG01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 582 and 606 together.

In December 2012 I announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide fi-
nancial assistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment 
systems are deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services 
(Amendment) Act 2012. Provision for the scheme is being made from my Department’s Vote in 
2013. The grant scheme will only apply to owners of treatment systems which are the subject 
of an Advisory Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection carried out 
under the 2012 Act. Full details of the scheme will be set out in regulations which I will make 
shortly. 

Question No. 583 answered with Question No. 559.

11/06/2013WRGG02050Local Authority Charges Application

11/06/2013WRGG02100584. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the circumstances in which a residential property will be classified as unin-
habitable and the owner not liable for the household charge; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26901/13]

11/06/2013WRGG02200585. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the circumstances in which a residential property will be classified as un-
suitable for use as a dwelling and the owner not liable for the non-principal private residence 
charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26902/13]

11/06/2013WRGG02300586. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria that is applied when establishing whether or not two residential 
properties with shared services operating as one household are one unit or not for the purpose 
of the household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26907/13]

11/06/2013WRGG02400587. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria applied when establishing whether or not two residential proper-
ties with shared services operating as one household are one unit or not for the purpose of the 
non-principal private residence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26909/13]

11/06/2013WRGG02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 584 to 587, inclusive, together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, and the Local Government (Hou 
sehold Charge) Act 2011 provide the legislative basis for the Non Principal Private Residence 
Charge and the Household Charge, respectively.  The Charges operate on a self-assessment 
basis. The 2009 and 2011 Acts place the Charges under the care and management of the local 
authorities, and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local author-
ity. Interpretation of the legislation may be a matter for legal advice in individual cases and 
ultimately may be a matter for the Courts.

The definitions of ‘residential property’ used in the 2009 and 2011 Acts are very similar.  
Under the 2009 and 2011 Acts “residential property” is defined as a “…building that is situated 
in the State and that is occupied, or suitable for occupation, as a separate dwelling , whether or 
not the occupier shares, or would be entitled to share… any accommodation, amenity or facility 
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with any other person…”  The definitions provided by the 2009 and 2011 Acts make specific 
reference to the status of a residential property as a ‘separate dwelling’, which suggests that 
individual liable properties must have their own independent access and facilities. The defini-
tions also make it clear that the sharing of a common area or areas does not necessarily exclude 
a property from liability for either Charge.  Certain types of dwelling may share common areas, 
such as apartments and flats, but remain liable. 

There are a number of indicators as to what makes a property suitable for occupation for 
the purposes of determining liability to either Charge. The indicators include the structure of 
the property, whether or not it has a roof, whether or not it is so affected by dampness as to 
render it unsuitable for habitation, and whether or not it has sanitary facilities, including a water 
closet and water supply.  A property that is not suitable for occupation should not be regarded 
as a residential property within the meaning of either the 2009 or the 2011 Acts and would not 
therefore be liable for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge or the Household Charge.  
The Household Charge has been replaced by the Local Property Tax in 2013. 2013 is also the 
final year of the operation of the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.

Question No. 588 answered with Question No. 581.

11/06/2013WRGG02650Irish Water Remit

11/06/2013WRGG02700589. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if it is intended that Irish Water will have jurisdiction over local and 
group water schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26919/13]

11/06/2013WRGG02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the Water Sector Reform Programme the primary focus of Irish Water will be on 
the delivery of services to customers on the public water and wastewater networks. My Depart-
ment will remain responsible for the overall policy, and funding where appropriate, of the non-
public sector, including the group water sector.   

In order to facilitate the establishment of a new public water utility to take over responsi-
bility for the delivery of water services, a number of work-streams have been set up under the 
Water Sector Reform Programme to assist with the transition of services to Irish Water. One 
such work-stream is dealing specifically with issues relating to the Group Water Sector. The 
objectives of this work-stream are to ensure that there is clarity of roles and responsibility for 
the group water sector and other components of the Rural Water Programme and to develop a 
medium term strategy for the sector. 

Questions Nos. 590 and 591 answered with Question No. 563.

11/06/2013WRHH00150Priory Hall Development

11/06/2013WRHH00200592. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he has last been briefed on the Justice Finnegan process to resolve 
all outstanding issues for the residents of Priory Hall, Dublin; the date on which he believes that 
the process will be concluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27070/13]

11/06/2013WRHH00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The resolution process in respect of the problems associated with the development at 
Priory Hall, which I understand is on-going, arose in the context of legal proceedings which 
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were adjourned to afford relevant parties the opportunity to work together, under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Justice Finnegan (retired President of the High Court), to identify a way forward 
in relation to the complex problems at Priory Hall.  Neither I nor the Department is a party to 
those proceedings. Given that the matter is before the courts, it would be inappropriate for me 
to comment further other than to continue to urge all concerned to afford Mr. Justice Finnegan 
the opportunity to complete the task which he is undertaking.

11/06/2013WRHH00350Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRHH00400593. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Dublin City Council has 
voted to move away from the historic points and priority housing allocation system to a time 
on the list system; the date on which he will sign the ministerial order to facilitate the change 
to this system; the reason there has been a delay in signing this order; the way he intends to ad-
dress the re-housing of the 100,000 people on the housing lists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [27071/13]

11/06/2013WRHH00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2009 all housing authorities are required to make an allocation scheme (in place of a 
scheme of letting priorities) for social housing.  The making and amendment of such an alloca-
tion scheme is a reserved function of the elected members of each housing authority.  The social 
housing allocation regulations 2011, which came into effect on 1 May 2011, set out the condi-
tions that housing authorities must take into account when making their allocation schemes 
including the manner of allocation and order of priority for their authority.  This provides Dub-
lin City Council with the relevant legislative basis to underpin their move to the new system.  
Housing authorities may pursue the “time on the list” approach under the current regulations.

The Government is committed to responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social 
housing support needs through a variety of mechanisms, including through increased provision 
of social housing.  In July 2012 I announced details of a three-year funding programme of €100 
million to deliver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority owned social housing.  
I am monitoring expenditure under my Department’s housing programme for 2013, together 
with the level of contractual commitments extending into 2014, with a view to a decision later 
this year on approving some limited new construction and house purchases over the period to 
end 2014.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the rental accommodation scheme and leasing but the Government is also com-
mitted to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent new 
social housing.  Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the sourc-
ing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition.  There is also 
obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective of 
sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with the 
commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA). My Department 
and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to identify suitable housing units for social 
purposes and this process is on-going.

11/06/2013WRHH00550Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Exemptions
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11/06/2013WRHH00600594. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider relaxing the non-principal private residence tax to 50% for this 
year, as an individual who owns a second property and has been paying €200 pa is this year 
expected to pay €245 if Band 1, €312 if Band 2, €357 if Band 3, whereas in 2014 Band 1 will 
be €90, Band 2 €225 and Band 3 €315; and if not, the justification for the tax being more in 
2013 than in either 2012 or 2014; most of these houses are in huge negative equity with owners 
already struggling to meet mortgage payments.  [27377/13]

11/06/2013WRHH00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The local property tax is being introduced on a half year basis this year and accordingly 
50% of the tax is payable in 2013.  The amount of local property tax incurred in respect of a li-
able property is based on that property’s value, while the non-principal private residence charge 
is incurred on the basis of a flat rate of €200 per liable property per annum.  Therefore, it is not 
appropriate to assume equivalence between the charge and the tax.  This year will be the final 
year of the operation of the non-principal private residence charge.

11/06/2013WRHH00750Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRHH00800595. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to a previous parliamentary question, when details of the new 2013 tenant 
purchase scheme be made available; when will the new scheme be open to tenants that wish to 
make an application; if he will introduce a new tenant purchase scheme as at present no such 
scheme exists and this is totally unacceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27388/13]

11/06/2013WRHH00900605. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will immediately commence a tenant purchase scheme for all council 
tenants in the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27514/13]

11/06/2013WRHH01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 595 and 605 together.

While the 1995 tenant purchase scheme for existing local authority houses closed for new 
applications on 31 December 2012, two incremental purchase schemes remain in operation, 
one for newly-built local authority houses and the other for local authority apartments.  It is 
intended to advance the necessary legislative proposals as soon as practicable to underpin an 
incremental purchase scheme for existing local authority houses.  Such a scheme will involve 
discounts for purchasing tenants linked to household income and a discount-related charge on 
the property that will dwindle away over a period unless the house is resold or the purchaser 
fails to comply with conditions of the sale.  The commencement date and precise terms of the 
new scheme will be set out in regulations when the necessary legislation is enacted.

11/06/2013WRHH01050Housing Issues

11/06/2013WRHH01100596. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will advise on an ordeal involving anti-social behaviour in a local au-
thority housing unit (details supplied) in County Cork; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the local authority is unable to act due to lack of enforcement powers; if he will advise on 
the way affected residents can be assisted and peace can be restored to the area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27389/13]
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11/06/2013WRHH01200630. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is considering legislation to provide greater powers to local authorities 
in dealing with anti-social behaviour problems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27752/13]

11/06/2013WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take questions Nos. 596 and 630 together.

Each housing authority is responsible, under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, for the 
management and maintenance of its housing stock.  It would be inappropriate for me to com-
ment on management issue s relating to particular dwellings as I have no statutory function in 
individual cases.  Housing authorities have a range of statutory housing powers to assist them 
in tackling anti-social behaviour in their housing stock.  These powers include the power to 
refuse to allocate, or to refuse to sell, a dwelling to a person engaged in anti-social behaviour 
and the power to seek a court order excluding a person engaged in anti-social behaviour (other 
than the tenant) from entering a local authority dwelling or estate for a period of up to 3 years.  
Each housing authority also has a statutory duty to adopt and review an anti-social behaviour 
strategy for the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour in its housing stock, which 
must provide for co-operation with other relevant bodies, notably the Gardaí, who have a range 
of measures in place to deal with allegations of such behaviour generally.

Proposals for a Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill currently being developed in my 
Department include a new procedure that will enable housing authorities to recover possession 
of their dwellings from households in serious breach of their tenancy agreements, including 
engagement in anti-social behaviour.  I am also examining the scope for making the excluding 
order powers of housing authorities more effective in tackling anti-social behaviour without 
having to evict entire families from their homes.

11/06/2013WRHH01350Rural Development Programme Projects

11/06/2013WRHH01400597. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a project (details supplied) in County Mayo will be approved and 
receive funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27393/13]

11/06/2013WRHH01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An estimated programme allocation of €370m is available under the rural development 
programme, RDP, 2007-2013 for allocation to qualifying projects up to the end of 2013.  There 
are 35 local action groups contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the RDP through-
out the country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation 
of project funding.  Such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of 
the individual groups and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU regulations.

I understand that the project in question has recently been agreed by the board of South West 
Mayo Development Company for funding and will be submitted to my Department for sanction 
in the near future, as projects that request funding of €150,000 or more are required to seek final 
approval from my Department.

11/06/2013WRHH01550Rural Development Programme Projects

11/06/2013WRHH01600598. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a project (details supplied) in County Mayo will be approved and 
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receive funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27394/13]

11/06/2013WRHH01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): During the embargo on project approvals under the Leader elements of the rural devel-
opment programme 2007-2013 my Department allowed certain festival/Gathering associated 
projects, which were time bound, to proceed subject to all the necessary approvals being in 
place, including the approval of the board of the Local Development Company, LDC.  The 
project referred to in the question was one such project and sanction to approve it was given by 
my Department in April 2013.

I understand that the board of the LDC in question, South West Mayo Development Com-
pany , who are the principle decision makers in respect of project applications under the rural 
development programme, has not yet approved this project.

  Question No. 599 answered with Question No. 580.

11/06/2013WRHH01850Leader Programmes Applications

11/06/2013WRHH01900600. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a project (details supplied) in County Mayo will be approved and 
receive funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27396/13]

11/06/2013WRHH02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The project referred to in the question was approved funding by Mayo North East Leader 
Partnership, MNELP, on 20 April 2011.  A claim for €34,886.35 was submitted by MNELP to 
my Department on 28 May 2013.  This claim will be subject to the normal inspection and con-
trol checks and if all is in order will be paid in the coming weeks.

11/06/2013WRHH02050Noise Pollution Issues

11/06/2013WRHH02100601. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the current legislative position and other regulations that govern noise pollu-
tion of model aircraft flying clubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27430/13]

11/06/2013WRHH02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Currently, a person experiencing noise nuisance may contact their local authority, which 
may initiate proceedings on grounds of noise nuisance under the Environmental Protection 
Agency Act 1992.  This Act also provides for any person, or group of persons, to seek an order 
in the District Court to have noise giving reasonable cause for annoyance abated.  The proce-
dures involved have been simplified to allow action to be taken without legal representation.  A 
public information leaflet, A Guide to the Noise Regulations, outlining the legal avenues avail-
able to persons experiencing noise nuisance, is available on my Department’s website www.
environ.ie.

11/06/2013WRHH02250EU Directives

11/06/2013WRHH02300602. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the work his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcom-
ing legislation, through a potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through 
statutory instrument, to ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of direc-
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tives from the European Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [27473/13]

11/06/2013WRHH02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department seeks at all times to ensure that the transposition of EU directives pro-
ceeds in a timely manner, either through primary or secondary legislation, as appropriate.  The 
following EU directives currently awaiting transposition by end 2013 are being addressed by 
my Department, and are expected to be transposed into Irish law in advance of the deadline.

Title of EU Directive Transposition Deadline Means of Transposition 

Commission Directive 2013/2/EU of 7 February 2013 which amends Annex I to 
Directive 94/62/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on packaging 
and packaging waste.

30 September 2013 Statutory Instrument 

Commission Directive 2012/46/EU of 6 December 2012 amending Directive 
97/68/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of 
the laws of the Member States relating to measures against the emission of gaseous 
and particulate pollutants from internal combustion engines to be installed in non-
road mobile machinery. 

21 December 2013 Statutory Instrument 

Ireland topped the most recent EU Internal Market Scoreboard (covering the latter half of 
2012), which measures Member States’ success in transposing EU law into domestic legisla-
tion.  During this period, Ireland transposed all required EU legislation within the set deadlines 
and was the only Member State to achieve a position of full transposition.

11/06/2013WRHH02450Local Authority Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRHH02500603. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of requests he has received during the period 1 January to 31 
May 2013 from Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council seeking sanction to fill posi-
tions at each of the local authorities; the outcome of all of these requests; and the nature of each 
of the positions involved. [27483/13]

11/06/2013WRHH02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The moratorium on public sector posts was introduced 2009 and my Department operates 
a delegated sanction for its implementation in relation to local authorities.  Under section 159 
of the Local Government Act 2001, each city and county manager is responsible for staffing ar-
rangements in individual local authorities.  Under the terms of the moratorium any exceptions 
must be sanctioned by my Department.  Details of the sanction requests received from Fingal 
County Council and Dublin City Council in the period 1 January 2013 to 31 May 2013 are 
outlined in the following tables.

Fingal County Council

Local Author-
ity

Date of Staffing 
Request

Title of Post(s) Number of 
Post(s)

Type of Contract 
sought

Outcome

Fingal Co 28/01/2013 Beach Lifeguard 30 Contract Approved
Fingal Co 28/01/2013 Director of Services 1 Acting Approved
Fingal Co 28/01/2013 Staff Officer 2 Acting Approved
Fingal Co 20/03/2013 Procurement Officer 1 Contract Approved
Fingal Co 20/03/2013 School Warden 1 Permanent Pending

Dublin City Council
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Local Authority Date of Staffing 
Request

Title of Post(s) Number of 
Post(s)

Type of Contract 
sought

Outcome

Dublin City 17/01/2013 Senior Engineer 1 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 17/01/2013 Senior Building Sur-

veyor
1 Permanent Pending

Dublin City 17/01/2013 Biodiversity Officer 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 17/01/2013 Substation Officer - 

Fulltime
1 Permanent Approved

Dublin City 17/01/2013 District Officer 1 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 17/01/2013 Manager Land Survey-

ing
1 Permanent Approved

Dublin City 29/01/2013 Senior Executive 
Engineer

1 Permanent Pending

Dublin City 29/01/2013 Inspector 1 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 30/01/2013 Trainee Solicitor 2 Contract Approved
Dublin City 06/02/2013 Project Estate Officer 13 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 27/02/2013 Assistant ICT Manager 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 27/02/2013 Area Maintenance 

Officer
1 Permanent Pending

Dublin City 27/02/2013 Executive Solicitor 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 27/02/2013 Senior Executive 

Solicitor
1 Contract Approved

Dublin City 27/02/2013 Craft Fitter 4 Contract Approved
Dublin City 27/02/2013 Staff Support Counsel-

lor
1 Permanent Approved

Dublin City 28/02/2013 Executive Manager 1 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 28/02/2013 Assistant Chief Fire 

Officer
4 Permanent Approved

Dublin City 01/03/2013 Emergency Services 
Controller

28 Permanent Approved 
(Appeal)

Dublin City 08/03/2013 Executive Manager - 
Engineering

1 Contract Approved

Dublin City 08/03/2013 Senior Engineer 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 13/03/2013 Assistant Engineer 11 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 13/03/2013 Executive Engineer 15 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 20/03/2013 Assistant Staff Officer 1 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 22/03/2013 Trainee Solicitor 1 Acting Appeal 
Dublin City 26/03/2013 Director - Dublin 

Regional Homeless 
Executive

1 Permanent Approved

Dublin City 10/04/2013 Executive Technician 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 10/04/2013 Executive Engineer 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 10/04/2013 Meter Manager 1 Contract Approved
Dublin City 10/04/2013 Duty Manager 3 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 19/04/2013 Subofficer - Fulltime 7 Permanent Approved
Dublin City 19/04/2013 Station Officer 5 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 25/04/2013 Executive Manager 1 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 29/04/2013 Senior Executive 

Engineer
1 Contract Pending

Dublin City 02/05/2013 Senior Executive Sci-
entific Officer 

1 Permanent Approved 
(Appeal)

Dublin City 07/05/2013 Executive Engineer 1 Contract Pending
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Local Authority Date of Staffing 
Request

Title of Post(s) Number of 
Post(s)

Type of Contract 
sought

Outcome

Dublin City 07/05/2013 Health & Safety Of-
ficer

1 Contract Approved

Dublin City 21/05/2013 Rate Collector 2 Permanent Pending
Dublin City 30/05/2013 Craft Gardener 2 Permanent Appeal
Dublin City 30/05/2013 Senior Executive Sci-

entific Officer 
1 Permanent Appeal

11/06/2013WRHH02650Rural Development Policy

11/06/2013WRHH02700604. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will outline the measures he intends to take upon the completion of the 
work of the Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27493/13]

11/06/2013WRHH02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Minister Coveney and I established the Commission for the Economic Development of 
Rural Areas, CEDRA, in September 2012 and tasked it to investigate the opportunities and 
challenges facing rural populations in the current economic climate.  Since then the Commis-
sion has been working towards the publication of a report that will inform policies and strate-
gies to support the economic development of rural Ireland into the future.  The Commission, 
led by its chair, Mr. Pat Spillane, has been engaging in an extensive schedule of meetings with 
stakeholder groups and the public over recent months looking at the many issues that affect life 
in rural Ireland at present.

The Commission is also conducting a parallel research process and has invited interested 
parties to make submissions directly to it via its website at www.ruralireland.ie

There is also an option to complete an online questionnaire.  To date 60 questionnaires have 
been completed.  In addition, 108 submissions have been received.  In total between the consul-
tation and research exercises 850 contributions have been received to date for consideration in 
the CEDRA research process.  The Commission presented its preliminary findings at a confer-
ence in NUI Maynooth yesterday with the final report due in October 2013.

I believe there is clear evidence that rural communities all over Ireland have embraced the 
CEDRA research process.  I am confident that the information that emerges from this process 
will provide invaluable insights into the potential for the economic development of rural areas 
and will assist policy making into the future. I look forward to receiving the final report, when it 
is complete, at which point both I and my colleagues in Government will give due consideration 
to its findings and make decisions regarding the appropriate actions to be taken.

  Question No. 605 answered with Question No. 595.

  Question No. 606 answered with Question No. 582.

11/06/2013WRHH03175Fire Service Issues

11/06/2013WRHH03200607. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the impact of the national plan to consolidate fire services on the services 
provided in counties Westmeath and Longford; if all existing fire stations in both counties will 
remain open; which stations will offer services in cases of cardiac arrest; if he will clarify the 
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position in relation to call vetting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27537/13]

11/06/2013WRHH03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I recently adopted and published a policy document entitled, Keeping Communities Safe, 
KCS, which sets the future direction of fire services in Ireland.  This is intended to ensure that 
Ireland continues to manage its fire risk effectively and that our success in reducing fire fatali-
ties, at their lowest level for four decades in 2012, continues.  KCS includes, inter alia, the 
re-alignment of structures to deliver effective fire services.  This provides for fire services to re-
main as a local authority function, but service delivery is to be reshaped from the current 30 fire 
services to 21, with 14 single fire authorities and seven shared services.  Longford/Westmeath, 
including Athlone Fire Authority, is included among the shared services.

There is significant experience among fire authorities of delivering aspects of their services 
on a shared service basis.  This experience, coupled with the work already underway to inte-
grate fire services in Tipperary, Limerick and Waterford, will provide a solid basis for devel-
oping an appropriate model of shared services for fire authorities, based on populations in the 
range of 120,000 to 200,000.

KCS is based on a risk management approach, which addresses the critical elements of fire 
prevention, protection and response.  Each fire service is currently undertaking an initial risk 
categorisation process for its functional area in line with the provisions of KCS.  In order to 
maintain local political accountability for fire services to the community, section 26 of the Fire 
Services Acts provides that it is a reserved function of local authorities, which maintain a fire 
brigade, to adopt fire and emergency operations plans indicating the provision made in respect 
of organisation, appliances, equipment, fire stations, training, operational procedure and any 
such matters as may be relevant.  The risk categorisation process and the emerging best practice 
models mentioned above will help inform future local decision-making in this regard.

On the issue of calls for assistance in cases involving cardiac arrest, arrangements for the 
receipt of, and response to, emergency calls when medical assistance is required are matters in 
the first instance for the HSE/Department of Health.  It is not policy currently to have fire ser-
vice personnel mobilised and deployed to undertake the statutory functions of other agencies, 
other than in the Dublin area where, by a specific agreement, Dublin Fire Brigade provides an 
emergency medical service for a large part of the City and surrounding counties.

In relation to 999/112 telephone calls for fire service assistance, callers are questioned by 
trained operators in the three Regional Communications Centres to determine the nature of the 
incident, location, whether people are at risk etc.  The response to emergency calls is then based 
on the particular incident type at the location given. The Pre-Determined Attendance, PDA, 
is an initial turnout dispatched by the Regional Control Centre, but this can be varied by the 
officer-in-charge in light of available information.  The PDAs are set down by the Chief Fire 
Officer for each fire authority.  However, in light of the desire for consistent service provision, 
there is now detailed, at Appendix A of the KCS policy document, a set of national PDAs for 
different categories of incident types.  It is expected that each fire service will undertake a re-
view in the context of the national PDAs and make any necessary adjustments.

11/06/2013WRHH03350Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

11/06/2013WRHH03400608. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the non-principal private charge in respect of a prem-
ises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27564/13]
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11/06/2013WRHH03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences.  The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties.  
Section 4(6) of the 2009 Act provides an exemption in circumstances in which a residential 
property is occupied free of rent as the sole or main residence by a person who is a relative of 
the property’s owner, and in which the owner resides elsewhere.  In such circumstances the 
owner is not liable to pay the charge, provided that the property in question and the owner’s sole 
or main residence are within 2 kilometres of each other.

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect the Non-Principal Private Resi-
dence Charge and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed 
and payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority con-
cerned.  In this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for 
the relevant local authority.  Guidelines have also been issued to local authorities in relation to 
the provisions of the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, which address instances such as 
that referred to in the question.

11/06/2013WRHH03550Planning Issues

11/06/2013WRHH03600609. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 167 of 29 May 2013 and No. 183 
of 30 May 2013, if he will confirm that, notwithstanding the creation of an Office of Planning 
Regulator, even the most egregious legacies of planning abuse and corruption from the period 
beginning with the effecting of the Planning Act 1963 up to the implementation of the Plan-
ning and Development Bill 2013 as an Act of the Oireachtas, are henceforth to have a status 
in law similar to what would obtain had each instance been granted a formal amnesty, even in 
instances where malfeasance has been imputed by a Tribunal established by the Oireachtas; if 
he will confirm that the planning regulator and the State will take no further interest in the 
way the planning process which we now know to have been debased and corrupt allowed such 
excrescences in many instances into being; and if he will confirm that the State will take no 
further interest in the associated money trails; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27575/13]

11/06/2013WRHH03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My replies to parliamentary questions Nos. 167 of 29 May 
2013 and 183 of 30 May 2013 clearly set out the position in relation to the appeal of planning 
permissions granted by planning authorities and the role of An Bord Pleanála in ensuring that 
decisions on appeal respect the principles of proper planning and sustainable development.  It 
may not be legally or constitutionally feasible to provide a power to the Office of the Planning 
Regulator to re-open historical planning decisions.

The Final Report of the Mahon Planning Tribunal revealed a number of instances in which 
the planning system failed to uphold the principles of proper planning and sustainable develop-
ment.  The Government has made clear its commitment to responding comprehensively to the 
Tribunal’s recommendations, including, most notably, by establishing an independent planning 
regulator.  While the work of the Tribunal is now at an end the Government is committed to 
continuing to reform our planning system in order to restore and maintain public confidence and 
ensure that the principles of proper planning and sustainable development are fully respected.  

In relation to the Deputy’s reference to money trails I would draw the Deputy’s notice to 
the most recent published report of the Revenue Commissioners which, in dealing with Special 
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Investigations, records that to date €43 million has been secured in relation to the Moriarty/
Mahon Tribunals.

11/06/2013WRJJ00050Traveller Accommodation

11/06/2013WRJJ00100610. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if group Traveller housing was covered under the previous tenant purchase 
schemes; and if not, the reason that it was not possible for tenants to purchase such housing; his 
plans to include it in any new scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27591/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ00200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Group Traveller housing was available for sale to tenants 
under the 1995 purchase scheme for existing local authority houses that closed for new applica-
tions on 31 December 2012.  This class of housing was, however, excluded from sale under the 
2011 purchase scheme for long-standing tenants because of the need for housing authorities to 
retain a stock of this type of dwelling into the future and to avoid any restriction that the sale 
of some houses in a group scheme might impose on the housing authority in allocating other 
houses in that scheme.  A decision on whether particular classes of housing should be excluded 
from sale under a new scheme for the sale of local authority houses to tenants will be taken at 
the point when the detailed terms of the scheme are being prescribed in regulations.

11/06/2013WRJJ00250Island Communities

11/06/2013WRJJ00300611. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
cén méid airgid do thograí atá curtha ar fáil do Chomhar na nOileán Teo agus é briste síos idir 
tograí do na hoileáin agus Gaeltacht Chonamara; cén méid tograí atá ceadaithe go dáta, leis an 
mbriseadh síos céanna; cén méid atá íoctha amach; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[27608/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Chuir mo Roinn críoch le deanaí le hathbhreithniú iomlán ar chaiteachas faoi ghnéithe 
Leader den Chlár Forbartha Tuaithe 2007-2013 chun an méid maoinithe a bhí fágtha a dháile-
adh ar na Cuideachtaí Forbartha Áitiúla go léir atá fostaithe chun an Clár a sholáthar. Mar chuid 
den phróiseas seo, rinneadh €6 milliún a sholáthar do na ceantair Ghaeltachta a raibh Meitheal 
Forbartha na Gaeltachta, MFG, ag freastal orthu cheana.

Agus an €6 milliún á dháileadh ar na ceantair Ghaeltachta, mar chéad chéim, rinne mo Ro-
inn maoiniú a sholáthar chun freastal ar na ceangaltais a bhí ann cheana maidir leis na comhaid 
oidhreachta de chuid MFG agus na costais riaracháin a ghabhann leo sna ceantair Ghaeltachta 
go léir.  Ba í an tsuim iomlán a bhí i gceist ná €3.04 milliún.  Bhain €1,175,441 den mhéid seo le 
Comhar na nOileán i.e. €979,534 maidir le comhaid oidhreachta de chuid MFG agus €195,907 
maidir lena gcostais riaracháin.  Bronnadh suim iomlán de €2,122,427 ar Chomhar na nOileán 
do na ceantair Ghaeltachta. Chomh maith leis sin, is í an tsuim athbhreithnithe atá bronnta do na 
ceantair nach ceantair Ghaeltachta iad a ndéanann Comhar na nOileán orthu ná €4,702,745. Is é 
an maoiniú iomlán don Chlár atá ar fáil do Chomhar na nOileán mar sin ná €6,825,171.  Luaite 
thíos tá íocaíochtaí agus ceangaltais de chuid an Chuideachta Forbartha Áitiúil.

- Riarachán-Administration   Íocaíochtaí iomlána do thograí Ceangaltais gan íoc 
Comhar na nOileán €901,696 €1,902,511 €1,117,154 
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11/06/2013WRJJ00450Community Development Initiatives

11/06/2013WRJJ00500612. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil cén méid airgid a bhí ceadaithe ag MFG do thograí sula ndearnadh é a leachtú, cén méid 
den airgead sin atá íoctha amach agus é briste síos idir na comhlachtaí ar fad a bhí ag íoc amach 
airgid don chomhlacht seo; an méid atá fós le híoc; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[27609/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Tháinig deireadh le trádáil ag Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta, MFG, ar 7 Meán Fóm-
hair, 2011, mar gheall ar dhócmhainneacht an chomhlachta.  Ina dhiaidh sin, d’iarr mo Roinn 
léiriú spéise i ról MFG sna ceantair sin a thógáil ar láimh ar na Comhlachtaí Forbartha Áitiúla 
(CFÁs) eile.  Tugadh Toghranna Ceantair Ghaeltachta cóngaracha d’ocht CFÁs faoi chonarthaí 
leasaithe ag deireadh 2012 ina dhiaidh sin.

Is é an t-aon cheantar Gaeltachta atá fágtha nach bhfuil clúdaithe faoi láthair ná ceantar 
Mhaigh Eo Thuaidh.  Faoi láthair tá an Roinn ag déanamh measúnaithe ar léirithe spéise atá 
curtha faoina bráid le déanaí ag soláthraithe seirbhíse eile ina thaobh seo, agus tá cinneadh 
beagnach déanta ina thaobh anois.  Faoin am a ndearnadh MFG a leachtú bhí maoiniú glan de 
€4.5 milliún dáilte ar thograí agus suim de €1.99 milliún íoctha amach, ag fágáil fuílleach de 
€2.5 milliún do thograí oidhreachta.

Le déanaí chuir mo Roinn críoch le hathbhreithniú iomlán ar chaiteachas faoi ghnéithe 
LEADER den Chlár um Fhorbairt Tuaithe 2007-2013 chun an méid maoinithe a bhí fágtha a 
dháileadh ar na CFÁs go léir atá fostaithe chun an Clár a sholáthar.  Mar chuid den phróiseas 
seo, rinneadh €6 milliún a sholáthar do na ceantair Ghaeltachta a raibh Meitheal Forbartha 
na Gaeltachta ag freastal orthu cheana.  Mar chéad chéim, rinne mo Roinn maoiniú de €3.04 
milliún a sholáthar chun freastal ar na comhaid oidhreachta de chuid MFG agus a gcostais ri-
aracháin. Sa tábla thíos tá na sonraí maidir leis na leithdháiltí nua agus na híocaíochtaí déanta 
ag na Comhlachtaí Forbartha Áitiúla ag 9 Aibreán, 2013.

Comhlacht Forbartha Áitiúil Leithdháileadh iomlán don Ghaeltacht Íoctha do thograí Gaeltachta 
Comhar na nOileán Teo 2,122,427 0 
Donegal Local Development Company 
Limited 

1,332,153 0 

Mayo North East LEADER Partnership 
Company 

925,548 0 

Meath Partnership 245,952 0 
North & East Kerry LEADER Partnership 
Teo 

483,183 0 

South Kerry Development Partnership 196,009 17,300 
South West Mayo Development Company 341,111 133,336 
Waterford LEADER Partnership 107,920 0 
West Cork Development Partnership 245,697 14,745 
 €6,000,000 €165,380 

11/06/2013WRJJ00650Building Regulations Amendments

11/06/2013WRJJ00700613. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will he examine the attached submission (details supplied) regarding the ef-
fect on independent architects that the new registration regime coming into practice will have 
following the date for the banning of many independent firms with decades of experience in 
architecture from certifying their own building works without a fair independent registration 
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system first being in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27610/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ00800640. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of independent architectural firms that may be endangered 
following the date for the banning of many independent firms with decades of experience in 
architecture from certifying their own building works without a fair independent registration 
system first being in place. [27901/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 613 and 640 together.

Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 provides for the registration of persons entitled to 
use the title of Architect in order to protect consumers against individuals passing themselves 
off as architects.  Since the commencement of the Act any person not being so registered who 
uses the title architect (either alone or in combination with any other words or letters, or name, 
title or description) may be guilty of an offence which, on summary conviction, may result in a 
fine not exceeding €5,000 or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or both.

With effect from 1 March 2014 the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 will 
require, among other things, that design drawings demonstrating compliance with the require-
ments of the second schedule to the building regulations be lodged with the local building con-
trol authority prior to commencement of works and that a registered professional be assigned 
to inspect the implementation of the design during construction so that he/she is in a position 
to certify the completed building for compliance with the requirements of the second schedule 
to the building regulations.  The statutory certificates of completion underpinning the proce-
dures outlined must be signed by a registered professional i.e. a person who is included on the 
statutory registers of architects or building surveyors maintained in accordance with parts 3 
and 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007 or on the register of chartered engineers 
established under the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969.

Architects, building surveyors and chartered engineers are the construction professions typ-
ically involved in the design of construction works in Ireland and reference to these professions 
in regulation is entirely appropriate.  It is open to persons, including members of the Architect’s 
Alliance of Ireland, the Group of Independent Architects of Ireland and the Chartered Institute 
of Architectural Technologists, who possess the requisite experience and competence in the de-
sign of buildings, to seek inclusion on either of the statutory registers of architects or building 
surveyors as established under Part 3 and Part 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007.  
Inclusion on either register will enable a person to sign statutory certificates of compliance as 
provided for under the new regulations when they come into effect on and from 1 March 2014.

I have recently asked Mr. Garrett Fennell, solicitor, who is currently serving as the chairper-
son of the admissions board relevant to the register of architects, to carry out an independent 
review of the experience to date in relation to the operation of the register with a view to iden-
tifying any further improvements that can be made at this point.  The terms of reference for the 
review specifically address the matter of how the registration of practically trained architects 
can be further encouraged and I look forward to any recommendations and views the review 
report may offer in this regard in the coming months.

11/06/2013WRJJ00950Noise Pollution Legislation

11/06/2013WRJJ01000614. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the Noise Nuisance Bill; if he will ensure the speedy pro-
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gression of this Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27614/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to take further steps to address 
noise pollution, inter alia, through the introduction of fixed payment notices (also known as on-
the-spot fines) and provision for mediation procedures between neighbours.  The development 
of new noise legislation by my Department will be considered in the context of this commit-
ment: however, as indicated in the Government legislation programme published on 16 April 
2013, it is not possible at this time to indicate when the legislation will be published, having 
regard to other priorities in the area concerned and the broader range of legislative priorities to 
be progressed across my Department’s remit.

Currently, a person experiencing noise nuisance may contact their local authority, which 
may initiate proceedings on grounds of noise nuisance under the Environmental Protection 
Agency Act 1992.  This Act also provides for any person, or group of persons, to seek an order 
in the District Court to have noise giving reasonable cause for annoyance abated.  The proce-
dures involved have been simplified to allow action to be taken without legal representation.  A 
public information leaflet, A Guide to the Noise Regulations, outlining the legal avenues avail-
able to persons experiencing noise nuisance, is available on my Department’s website www.
environ.ie.

11/06/2013WRJJ01150Leader Programmes Funding

11/06/2013WRJJ01200615. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the date on which north and east Kerry Development Partnership officially 
took responsibility for the administration of LEADER funding in the Dingle Gaeltacht area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27621/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): North and East Kerry Development Partnership officially took responsibility for the ad-
ministration of Leader funding in the Dingle Gaeltacht area on 24 October 2012.  My Depart-
ment continues to provide support and advice to the local action groups in Gaeltacht areas as 
part of the process to bring all eligible legacy Meitheal Forbartha no Gaeltachta, MFG, projects 
to final drawdown of approved Leader funding.

My Department recently completed a full review of expenditure under the Leader elements 
of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 in order to apportion the remaining funding 
among all the LDCs contracted to deliver the programme.  As part of this exercise €6 million 
was provided for the Gaeltacht areas formally served by MFG.

When apportioning the €6 million among the Gaeltacht areas, as a first step, my Depart-
ment provided funding to cater for the former MFG legacy files and associated administration 
costs. This amounted to €3.04 million in total. Of this €265,390 related to North and East Kerry 
Development Partnership, NEKD, i.e. €221,158 in MFG legacy files and €44,232 in associated 
administration costs.  NEKD was awarded a total Gaeltacht allocation of €483,183. In addi-
tion, NEKD was awarded a further €2,087,208 for their area which they may also spend in the 
Gaeltacht areas if they so wish.

11/06/2013WRJJ01350Burial Grounds

11/06/2013WRJJ01400616. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if he will provide a breakdown in tabular form, of all the different categories, 
types and levels of fees charged by each local authority here on a graveyard by graveyard basis 
in each year from 2008 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27634/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): While my Department has responsibility for rules and regulations regarding burial 
grounds, this responsibility does not extend to the fees charged by local authorities.  These 
costs are a matter for each local authority in respect of the cemeteries and burial grounds they 
provide.  My Department does not hold information on the various fees charged on graveyards 
provided by local authorities.

11/06/2013WRJJ01550Water Charges Introduction

11/06/2013WRJJ01600617. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if persons with private wells will be liable for water charges; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27646/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be respon-
sible for the domestic water metering programme and for the collection of water charges from 
households.  The water metering programme will cover households connected to a public water 
supply.  Households with private wells will not be metered under the programme and will not 
be subject to water charges.

  Questions Nos. 618 to 620, inclusive, answered with Question No. 559.

11/06/2013WRJJ01850Rural Development Policy

11/06/2013WRJJ01900621. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total allocation made under the CLÁR programme each year since 2005; 
the amount of each yearly allocation that has been spent to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27654/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In the years 2005-2013 to date, some €102 million has been expended under the CLÁR 
programme.  Provision of €0.3 million was made available for 2013 to meet existing commit-
ments.  The attached table details the allocation made each year from 2005 to 2013 and the 
actual expenditure for each of those years.

Year Allocation (€000) Expenditure (€000) 
2005 13,700 13,460 
2006 23,950 23,010 
2007 18,683 21,329 
2008 21,183 24,178 
2009 16,860 13,598 
2010 8,000 5,721 
2011 500 348 
2012 300 91 
2013 300 16 



Questions - Written Answers

385

Note: Additional funding was made available in 2007 and 2008 to meet demand.

11/06/2013WRJJ02050RAPID Programme

11/06/2013WRJJ02100622. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total allocation made under the RAPID programme each year since 2005; 
the amount of each yearly allocation that has been spent to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27655/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The RAPID programme aims to ensure that priority attention is given to tackling the spa-
tial concentration of poverty and social exclusion within designated RAPID areas nationally.

My Department administers the RAPID Leverage Schemes, which are designed to support 
small scale projects identified locally by Area Implementation Teams in each of the RAPID 
areas.  These schemes are co-funded by the relevant agencies and support projects that focus 
on estate enhancement, graffiti removal, traffic calming, community closed-circuit television, 
health and sports facilities and the provision of playgroups.

I have provided funding for 2013 of €2 million for RAPID, which will be used to meet the 
Department’s existing contractual commitments on RAPID projects throughout the country, 
mainly Sports Capital top-ups and CCTV systems, jointly funded with the Departments of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and Justice and Equality respectively.  Details of payments for the 
RAPID leverage schemes under the remit of my Department are detailed in the following table; 
it is a matter for individual Departments to report on the provision of funding and progress on 
delivery with regard to projects under their responsibility in the different RAPID areas.

Expenditure for RAPID leverage schemes 

Year Allocation €000 Outturn €000 
2005 8,833 5,509 
2006 9,166 5,807 
2007 7,000 6,873 
2008 9,288 9,578 
2009 7,490 10,406 
2010 5,667 6,067 
2011 2,458 2,269 
2012 4,150* 3,077 
2013 2,050 ----- 

*This allocation includes an amount of €1.62 million which my Department provided to 
Local Authorities towards the salary costs of RAPID co-ordinators in 2012.

11/06/2013WRJJ02250Local Elections Expenditure

11/06/2013WRJJ02300623. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the spending limits per candidate that applied at the last local authority elec-
tions; the details of the items that were counted as spend; the spending limits that will apply 
to the 2014 local authority elections; the details of any changes he is proposing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27656/13]
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11/06/2013WRJJ02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The spending limits per candidate that applied at the local elections held in 2009 are set 
out in Section 12A of the Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999.  
For the 34 county and city councils a sliding scale with four separate spending limits, based 
on the population within each individual electoral area, applied.  A spending limit of €7,500 
applied in respect of candidates seeking election to each of the 80 borough and town councils.  
Details of these spending limits are set out in the following table:

Electoral Area Candidate Spending Limit 
county or city council electoral area with a population in excess of 32,500 €15,000 
county or city council electoral area with a population of between 22,501 and 
32,500 

€13,000 

county or city council electoral area with a population of between 12,001 and 
22,500 

€11,500 

county or city council electoral area with a population of 12,000 or less €9,750 
borough or town council €7,500 

Where a candidate contested elections simultaneously for both a county council and a bor-
ough or town council, the candidate could spend up to the spending limit for the county council 
electoral area, plus one quarter of the limit for the borough or town council. This provision is 
contained in section 12A(1)(b) of the 1999 Act.  Section 6 of the 1999 Act defines election ex-
penses as all expenditure for electoral purposes incurred in connection with an election during 
the specified election period.  A list of these expenses is set out in the Schedule to the Act under 
the following headings: (a) Advertising, (b) Publicity, (c) Election posters, (d) Other election 
material, (e) Office and Stationery, (f) Transport and travel, (g) Market research, and, (h) Cam-
paign workers.  Any necessary amendments to these provisions, particularly in connection with 
the position of borough and town councils, will be made in good time before the local elections 
to be held in 2014.

11/06/2013WRJJ02450Water Meters Installation

11/06/2013WRJJ02500624. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when installing water meters if he will confirm that the meters will be installed on 
the footpaths outside homes and that where there are no paths the meters will be installed on 
the road; and if the costs of these installations will be covered by the householder through the 
payment of the domestic water rates. [27694/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ02600625. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the allowance of free water be to each household once meters and domestic water 
rates have been introduced; and the way the quota will be agreed. [27695/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ02700638. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the volume of water in litres per person per day that will be provided free of charge 
under his proposals to charge for potable water. [27880/13]

11/06/2013WRJJ02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 624, 625 and 638 together.

The Government considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for wa-
ter and it has decided that water meters should be installed in households connected to public 
water supplies.  The Government has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water 
company to be established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, 
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will be responsible for the metering programme.  In common with meters for other utility ser-
vices, the meters will be the property of Irish Water which will also be responsible for repair 
and maintenance of the meters.

The installation of water meters in households connected to public water supplies will com-
mence later this year.  The nature of the work will involve minor excavation and reinstatement 
works and will provide much needed employment in the construction sector. In keeping with 
international practice regarding water metering, the meters will be installed at the boundary of 
the property, most typically in the footpath or verge at the front of a house. It is not envisaged 
that meters will be installed on the carriage-way of roads.  Households will not be charged an 
upfront free for the installation of the meters.

The Government has also decided to assign responsibility for the economic regulation of 
the water sector, including the setting of charges, to the Commission for Energy Regulation. 
The primary role of the regulator will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure a 
consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them.  An appropriate approach to 
charging customers will be put in place and a public consultation will take place as part of the 
regulatory process.

Affordability issues will be addressed by my Department and the Department of Social Pro-
tection, in consultation with the Regulator, Irish Water and other stakeholders, in the context of 
developing a water pricing framework.  The agreed approach to affordability issues will then be 
reflected in the charging structure established by the Regulator.  No decision has yet been taken 
on the level of or the approach to the free allowance.

11/06/2013WRKK00150Fire Service Issues

11/06/2013WRKK00200626. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has any plans to increase the number of emergency vehicles in the 
Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27700/13]

11/06/2013WRKK00300627. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to upgrade equipment for emergency vehicles nationwide; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27718/13]

11/06/2013WRKK00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 626 and 627 together.     

The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and main-
tenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, is a 
statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 
1981.  My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guid-
ance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire appli-
ances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations. Dublin 
City Council provides fire services on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities.

Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet has been identified as a key national priority, 
given the current constraints on public finances. In order to deliver cost efficiencies in line with 
recommendations of the Local Authority Efficiency Review Group, and following the devel-
opment of an agreed national fire appliance specification, a programme is currently underway 
which involves fire authorities aggregating demand and inviting tenders for 17 new fire appli-
ances, two of which have been allocated to Dublin Fire Brigade.
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Further support from my Department’s fire services capital programme for any fire appli-
ances, equipment or fire station projects will be considered within the constraints of available 
resources and will have regard to local authorities’ priorities, the value for money offered by 
proposals and the totality of requests from fire authorities.

11/06/2013WRKK00450Derelict Sites

11/06/2013WRKK00500628. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount his Department has spent on tackling dereliction of buildings, 
especially improving shop fronts over the past three years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27719/13]

11/06/2013WRKK00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, local authorities are 
required to take all reasonable steps, including the exercise of appropriate statutory powers, to 
ensure that any land within their functional area does not become or continue to be a derelict 
site.  To this end they have been given substantial powers under the Act in relation to any such 
sites, including powers to require specified measures to be taken in relation to a derelict site, 
to impose a levy on derelict sites or to compulsorily acquire any derelict site.  I expect local 
authorities to use their statutory powers as they consider appropriate and have no function in 
relation to tackling derelict sites.

Question No. 629 answered with Question No. 559.

Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 596.

11/06/2013WRKK00850Property Taxation Collection

11/06/2013WRKK00900631. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No.182 of 30 May 2013, if he will answer 
the question posed in relation to local property tax. [27755/13]

11/06/2013WRKK01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The position in this matter is as outlined in the response to 
Parliamentary Question No. 182 of 30 May 2013. 

11/06/2013WRKK01050Leader Programmes Funding

11/06/2013WRKK01100632. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will review and increase the LEADER allocation to South Kerry Develop-
ment Partnership Ltd., in view of the fact that the allocation for the South Kerry Gaeltacht is 
inadequate and unjustified in view of the fact that Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teo ceased 
operations in September 2011 and their legacy files exceeded this allocation amount; if he will 
take into consideration the large number of applications currently with SKDP for funding from 
these Gaeltacht areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27777/13]

11/06/2013WRKK01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department recently completed a full review of expenditure under the LEADER 
elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 in order to apportion the remaining 
funding among all the LDCs contracted to deliver the Programme. As part of this exercise €6 
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million was provided for the Gaeltacht areas formerly served by Meitheal Forbartha na Gael-
tachta (MFG).

When apportioning the €6 million among the Gaeltacht areas, as a first step, my Depart-
ment provided funding to cater for the former MFG legacy files and associated administration 
costs.  This amounted to €3.04 million in total.  Of this only €115,831 related to South Kerry 
Development Partnership (SKDP) i.e. €96,526 in MFG legacy files and €19,305 in associated 
administration costs.  SKDP confirmed to my Department on the 18 April 2013 that this was 
the accurate figure for the SKDP MFG legacy files, and this was used as a basis for awarding 
the allocation.  SKDP was awarded a total Gaeltacht allocation of €196,009.  In addition, SKDP 
was awarded a further €2,082,157 for their area which they may also spend in the South Kerry 
Gaeltacht if they so wish.

11/06/2013WRKK01250Fire Service Issues

11/06/2013WRKK01300633. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of 999 calls for the Fire Brigade service that were put through to 
Dublin control from County Laois in the first quarter of 2013.  [27778/13]

11/06/2013WRKK01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department does not collect this information.  It is a matter for the individual fire 
authorities concerned.

11/06/2013WRKK01450Water Services Provision

11/06/2013WRKK01500634. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is a provision in the legislation that set up Irish Water for a statutory 
requirement for water pressure in homes; if there is a requirement to keep lime at a certain level 
in areas that currently have high levels of lime; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27779/13]

11/06/2013WRKK01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsi-
ble for the metering programme for households connected to public water supplies.  The Water 
Services Act 2013 assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering 
programme.  There are no legal provisions in relation to water pressure levels.

The quality of water is very much dependent on local geological conditions and the source 
of the water supply.  Under the European Communities (Drinking Water) (No. 2) Regulations, 
2007, all suppliers of drinking water are required to ensure that the water supplied is whole-
some and clean.  Water suppliers are required to comply with the chemical and microbiological 
paramaters set out in the Regulations.  Hard water is not included as a parameter in the qual-
ity standards specified in the Regulations, as it does not pose as a threat to human health, nor 
indeed are the substances associated with hard water, such as lime, calcium and magnesium.

11/06/2013WRKK01650Local Government Reform

11/06/2013WRKK01700635. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the proposed alignment of local community 
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development structures and local government. [27794/13]

11/06/2013WRKK01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following the publication of Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government, progress is being made across a number of fronts regarding the implementation 
of the Alignment recommendations.  A working group has been established to assist and advise 
on the implementation of the recommendations and has had five meetings to date.  The working 
group comprises representatives of the City and County Managers Association, the Irish Local 
Development Network and Pobal, and is chaired and supported in its work by my Department.

At present, the Alignment Working Group is focussing on the practical arrangements neces-
sary to give effect to the new local structures, including the establishment of Socio-Economic 
Committees in each local authority administrative area. Frontrunner Socio-Economic Commit-
tees will initially be established in up to 10 local authority areas, with Socio-Economic Com-
mittees established across the remaining local authority areas towards end 2013.  

My Department is also engaged with other Government Departments and agencies involved 
with local and community development programmes with a view to bringing greater coherence 
to programme implementation nationally and locally.

Other areas of the alignment recommendations will be implemented with the co-operation 
of the Alignment Working Group and other key stakeholders over the period to 2014.

11/06/2013WRKK01850Local Authority Finances

11/06/2013WRKK01900636. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it has been brought to his attention that Sligo County Council’s unaudited annual 
financial statement for the year ended 31 December 2012 was to be considered by councillors 
at the May monthly meeting of the council on the 13 May 2013; if it has been brought to his at-
tention that consideration of the financial statement had to be deferred because councillors were 
advised that officials from his Department had sought changes in the financial statement; if it 
is customary for officials of his Department to scrutinise and insist on changes in local author-
ity annual financial statements in advance of the statements being considered by the respective 
councils; the changes his Department sought in the financial statement and the reason/s for the 
changes; the statutory authority, if any, his Department has to seek such changes in advance of 
the financial statement being considered by the elected council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27809/13]

11/06/2013WRKK02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are required to prepare their annual financial statements in the pre-
scribed format in accordance with the Local Authority Accounting in Ireland Code of Practice 
and Accounting Regulations, issued by my Department in December 2009 under section 107 
of the Local Government Act 2001.  This publication is available on my Department’s website 
at www.environ.ie. 

I can confirm that Sligo County Council sought clarification from my Department regarding 
the appropriate application of the Code of Practice to the preparation of its 2012 annual finan-
cial statement.

11/06/2013WRKK02050Local Authority Finances
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11/06/2013WRKK02100637. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it has been brought to his attention that the Sligo County Manager stated at the 
February monthly meeting that Sligo County Council had not been charging the full cost of 
services provided by the county council to the borough council each year and that he indicated 
that the county council has been subsidising the borough council to the tune of approximately 
€700,000 a year; if it has further been brought to his attention that there is no record of such an 
annual subsidy in the Books of Estimates presented to councillors by the county manager each 
year and and that any decision relating to the provision of such a subsidy is a reserved function 
of the elected members of Sligo County Council and that the elected members never approved 
such an annual subsidy; if it has further been brought to his attention that the local government 
auditor was not provided with any information relating to the annual subsidy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27810/13]

11/06/2013WRKK02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 100 of the Local Government Act 2001 sets out that where a county council 
provides a service or carries out a function in or in relation to a rating town or borough council, 
it shall levy a charge known as a County Charge on that town or borough council for providing 
such a service.

In determining a County Charge, the county council is required to prepare a statement of 
estimated costs expected to arise during the forthcoming financial year in relation to the provi-
sion of those services. The County Charge is provided for in the local authority budget and the 
elected members of a local authority have direct responsibility in law for all reserved functions 
of the authority, including adopting the annual budget.

Question No. 638 answered with Question No. 624.

11/06/2013WRKK02350Fire Safety Regulations

11/06/2013WRKK02400639. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the action he proposes in relation to the tens of thousands of housing units built 
since 1992 which do not comply with Fire Safety Building Regulations. [27882/13]

11/06/2013WRKK02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since 1 June 1992, all new, extended or materially altered buildings must be built in com-
pliance with the requirements of the Building Regulations.  The requirements of the Building 
Regulations are set out in 12 parts (classified as parts A to M) addressing the legally enforceable 
minimum performance standards which a completed building must achieve.  My Department 
publishes a Technical Guidance Document (TGD) to accompany each part of the regulations 
outlining how the legal requirement may be achieved in practice.  Part B/TGD B addresses the 
requirements in relation to Fire Safety. Primary responsibility for compliance with the require-
ments of the Building Regulations rests with the designers, builders and owners of buildings.  
Implementation of enforcement measures is a matter for the local building control authority.  
Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement as Building Control 
Authorities under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2007, and as Fire Authorities, Planning 
Authorities and Housing Authorities under other Acts relevant to the built environment.  I am 
aware that local authorities have used such powers on a number of occasions where circum-
stances have given rise to concern and I expect local authorities to continue to use all of the 
powers currently available to them to address serious building defects.

Neither I nor my Department have any function in relation to assessing, checking or testing 
compliance, or otherwise, of specific works or developments under the Building Control Acts 
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or the Fire Safety Acts.

My Department is currently engaged in a review of Part B /TGD B.  The question of the 
appropriate future regulatory requirements for all buildings, including housing units, will be 
addressed as part of this review.  Any proposals for change will be subject to a comprehensive 
public consultation process and a rigorous Regulatory Impact Assessment in due course prior 
to their being signed into law.

Question No. 640 answered with Question No. 613.

11/06/2013WRKK02650Tax Clearance Certificates

11/06/2013WRKK02700641. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is considering taking measures to prohibit those who do not qualify for tax 
clearance certificates from the Revenue Commissioners from taking their seats as elected mem-
bers of local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27930/13]

11/06/2013WRKK02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government provides for the 
development of a uniform code of ethics by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform, across the public service.  In the case of local government, the aim is to deliver, 
and to be seen to deliver, better governance locally.  Elements identified in the Action Pro-
gramme include   the need for better training for councillors, the reinforcement of standards for 
councillors, disclosure (e.g. of representations on planning) and public availability of relevant 
matters (e.g. voting records and contracts).

The question of whether prohibiting councillors, without tax clearance from the Revenue 
Commissioners, from taking their seats as elected representatives has not been identified in the 
Action Programme as a necessary improvement to the ethics code but can be considered in the 
context of the development of the uniform ethics code for the public service.

11/06/2013WRKK02850Water and Sewerage Scheme Grants

11/06/2013WRKK02900642. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to enhance the group sewerage scheme grant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27966/13]

11/06/2013WRKK03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. 

In December 2012, I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to 
€6,500 per house or 75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser.  The previous rate 
of grant available was €2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level.  My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding un-
der the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be 
viable based on the increased grant. 

Following an examination of the proposals received, with particular regard to the environ-
mental justification provided, I approved grant assistance last March towards a number of pilot 
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schemes.

Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be kept under review with a view to deciding 
how best to proceed with the grant scheme. 

11/06/2013WRKK03050Planning Issues

11/06/2013WRKK03100643. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the measures currently being taken or that are being planned to ensure that local 
authorities have the knowledge and skill to address the needs of the changing retails environ-
ment in cities and towns here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28011/13]

11/06/2013WRKK03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Retail Plan-
ning and accompanying Retail Design Manual which I published on 1 May 2012 are aimed at:   

-  ensuring that the planning system plays a key role in supporting competitiveness in the 
retail sector;

-  advancing choice for the consumer while promoting and supporting the vitality and vi-
ability of city and town centres; and,

-  contributing to a high standard of urban design and encouraging a greater use of sustain-
able transport. 

My objective is to provide a clear framework for the continued development of the retail 
sector in a way that provides certainty for retailers and communities by strengthening national 
planning policy requirements for all planning authorities driving city and town centres as focal 
points for retailing, ensuring good vitality of the places retailing activity takes place and ulti-
mately in ensuring competitiveness, nationally, regionally and locally.

11/06/2013WRKK03250Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRKK03300644. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will report on the public consultation regarding the proposed new 
Foreshore Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28081/13]

11/06/2013WRKK03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department published a consultation paper entitled A 
New Planning and Consent Architecture for Development in the Marine Area in January 2013.  
Submissions were invited for a period of four weeks during February. Over 200 submissions 
were received from a broad range of stakeholders including public authorities, companies, en-
vironmental NGOs, trade and industry representative bodies, and the public generally.

The majority of the submissions which addressed the subject matter of the consultation 
exercise were broadly supportive of the thrust of the Department’s proposals. Having regard to 
the outcome of the public consultation, my Department is developing the general scheme of the 
Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill.

11/06/2013WRKK03450Local Authority Housing Rents
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11/06/2013WRKK03500645. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a person participating in the JobBridge scheme has their payment included 
in the calculation for means within the differential rent scheme means tested; if the rules are 
consistently applied by each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28100/13]

11/06/2013WRKK03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The making and amending of rent schemes is the respon-
sibility of local authorities, subject to broad principles laid down by my Department.

It is a matter for local authorities, when assessing individual households, to consider wheth-
er rents payable are in accordance with the authority’s rent scheme.  Therefore, decisions on 
whether or not to disregard either a proportion of income or particular sources of income for 
the purposes of calculating rents are matters for each individual local authority to consider in 
accordance with their own rent scheme.

The current arrangements for determining local authority rents will be substantially replaced 
on the coming into force of Section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. On 
enactment of the Housing (Amendment) Bill 2013, currently before the House, I will introduce 
regulations to give effect to that Section. 

While it is not the intention to introduce a national standardised differential rent scheme, 
the regulations to be made will more clearly set out the matters that may be included in a local 
rents scheme, including the level, type and sources of household income that may be assessed 
for rent purposes.  It is intended that the additional allowance in excess of the reference rate 
of payments made by the Department of Social Protection for schemes such as the national 
internship scheme (JobBridge) will be disregarded for the purposes of determining reckonable 
household income.

11/06/2013WRKK03650Social and Affordable Housing Provision

11/06/2013WRKK03700646. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to address the social housing waiting list in County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25866/13]

11/06/2013WRKK03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published 
in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute 
needs of households applying for social housing support.  I am determined to ensure that the 
social housing programme optimises the delivery of social housing and the return for the re-
sources invested.  To achieve this, it is essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer 
supports to prevailing conditions and explore the full range of solutions to address housing 
needs. 

My Department does not hold information on the numbers of households on local authori-
ties’ waiting lists.  These figures continuously fluctuate as households are allocated housing and 
new households apply for housing support.  The allocation of dwellings to qualified households 
is a matter for the relevant local authority having regard to its allocation scheme.

The Department directed all housing authorities to carry out a summary of social housing 
assessments as at 7 May, 2013 in their areas, including detail relating to the number of house-
holds who are on the housing waiting list.  A report on the results will published in the autumn.
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The financial parameters within which we will be operating for the coming years rule out 
a return to large capital funded construction programmes.  The Government is committed to 
responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social housing support needs through a va-
riety of mechanisms, including through increased provision of social housing.  In July 2012 
I announced details of a three-year funding programme of €100 million to deliver some 800 
new units of voluntary and local authority owned social housing.  I am monitoring expenditure 
under my Department’s housing programme for 2013, together with the level of contractual 
commitments extending into 2014, with a view to a decision later this year on approving some 
limited new construction and house purchases over the period to end 2014.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing but the Government is also 
committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent 
new social housing.  Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the 
sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. There is 
also obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective 
of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with 
the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA).  My Depart-
ment and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure delivery of housing units for 
social purposes.

11/06/2013WRLL00150EU Conventions

11/06/2013WRLL00200647. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he intends to sign 
the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence CETS No. 210; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27227/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00300648. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
intends to sign and ratify the Council of Europe European Convention on Preventing and Com-
bating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, in view of the scale and prevalence of 
domestic violence here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27259/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00400661. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure that 
Ireland signs up to the European Convention on preventing and combatting violence against 
women and domestic violence before our term at EU Presidency ends. [27131/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00500662. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will out-
line the constitutional difficulties identified by his Department in respect of Ireland’s ability to 
sign up to and ratify the European Convention on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27134/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00600666. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to sign up to the European Convention on Preventing Violence Against Women and Domestic 
Violence; the date on which he plans to do same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27161/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00700667. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign 
the European Convention on Violence against Women before Ireland’s EU Presidency ends; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27179/13]

11/06/2013WRLL00800672. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign the 
European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic 
Violence [27257/13]
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11/06/2013WRLL00900678. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Govern-
ment intends to sign the European Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence Against 
Women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27314/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01000681. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign the 
European Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence against Women and Domestic 
Violence as it is a fact that one on five women have been subjected to domestic violence here; 
and if he will take every necessary measure to reduce this number. [27319/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01100683. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign 
the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women before Ire-
land’s EU Presidency ends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27334/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01200713. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Ire-
land will sign and ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Vio-
lence Against Women and Domestic Violence as Ireland holds the EU Presidency and in view 
of the scale and prevalence of domestic violence here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27408/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01300718. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he intends to 
sign the European Convention on Violence against Women; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27422/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01400719. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reasons for 
the delay in signing the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against 
Women and Domestic Violence; and the target month in 2013 he is working to to have this 
Convention signed. [27424/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01500723. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the scale and prevalence of domestic abuse here, if he will sign the European Convention on 
Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence on behalf of the 
State before Ireland’s EU Presidency concludes; his views on the fact that Ireland remains one 
of the minority number of countries who have thus far failed to sign up to the Convention since 
it opened for signature in May 2011. [27445/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01600729. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will sign the 
European Convention on Violence Against Women. [27531/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01700730. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
sign the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Do-
mestic Violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27576/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01800734. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will make 
good the commitments made by previous successive Governments and commit to signing the 
European Convention on Preventing and Combatting Violence Against Women and domestic 
violence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27669/13]

11/06/2013WRLL01900737. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing signing the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Wom-
en and Domestic Violence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27690/13]

11/06/2013WRLL02000739. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will address the 
situation whereby Ireland have not yet signed The European Convention on Violence (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27731/13]
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11/06/2013WRLL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 647, 648, 661, 662, 666, 667, 672, 678, 681, 683, 713, 718, 719, 723, 729, 730, 734, 737 
and 739 together.

Ireland supports, in principle, the aims and terms of the Council of Europe Convention on 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.

It is a detailed Convention with a very broad scope across a number of policy areas with po-
tential policy and legislative implications.  The provisions of the Convention and the legislative 
and administrative arrangements that would be necessary to allow signature and ratification of 
the Convention by Ireland are being examined in conjunction with the government commitment 
to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence legislation to address all aspects of 
domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that provides protection to 
victims.

However, a particular difficulty to be addressed in Ireland’s consideration of the Convention 
relates to reconciling property rights under the Irish constitution with the requirement under 
Article 52 of the Convention - the availability of emergency barring orders.  The development 
of the consolidated and reformed legislation, including consideration of the Convention provi-
sions, will be progressed as soon as possible having regard to the need for consultations and 
other legislative priorities in my Department.  

I should also inform you that, to date, 30 Council of Europe member states have signed the 
Convention of which four have ratified it.  Of these just one EU member state, Portugal, has as 
yet ratified the convention.  The convention  has not yet entered into force as this requires at 
least ten ratifications, including 8 Council of Europe member states.

11/06/2013WRLL02150Assisted Suicide Issues

11/06/2013WRLL02200649. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will add 
the issue of assisted suicide to the legislative agenda, in view of the Supreme Court judgment 
in the case of a person (details supplied), on the issue of assisted suicide; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26805/13]

11/06/2013WRLL02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Supreme Court in its judg-
ment in Fleming v Ireland and Others (delivered on 29 April last) upheld the constitutionality 
of section 2(2) of the Criminal Law (Suicide) Act 1993. Section 2(2) provides for the offence 
of assisted suicide.

While acknowledging the very distressing situation of the appellant, the Court held that 
there is no constitutional right to commit suicide or to arrange for the ending of one’s life at a 
time of one’s choosing.  The Court further held that it is not possible to identify a constitutional 
right for a limited class of persons which in this case would refer to disabled persons suffering 
severe pain arising from a terminal and degenerative illness, who have the capacity to consent 
and wish to have the assistance of a third party to end their lives.  Submissions to the effect that 
the prohibition on assisted suicide was discriminatory and contrary to the European Convention 
on Human Rights were also rejected.

As a consequence of the judgment, the offence of assisting another to take his or her life 
under section 2(2) remains in place.  The DPP’s consent is required before a prosecution for this 
offence may be initiated.  On conviction a person is liable to a sentence of imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 14 years.  The actual sentence imposed, for example in terms of its length 
and whether it is required to be served in prison or is suspended, is a matter for the sentencing 
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judge having regard to the circumstances of the offence and the offender.

While it is the case that the Court clarified that its judgment should not be interpreted as 
necessarily implying that it is not open to the Oireachtas to legislate for assisted suicide (assum-
ing appropriate safeguards could be implemented), there are undoubtedly differing views both 
within and outside the House on whether amending legislation on this matter and, indeed, on 
euthanasia, would be desirable.

I mention euthanasia as any consideration of decriminalising assisted suicide for the limited 
class of persons at issue in the proceedings would most likely have to include consideration of 
how terminally ill persons who are physically unable to take the final step themselves would be 
facilitated to die at a time of their choosing.

These complex policy questions require an assessment of the competing interests of the 
individual and the public interest in safeguarding persons who are nearing the end of their lives 
and who might be vulnerable and at risk of abuse.  While no-one could but be moved by the 
plight of the appellant and persons similarly situated, I am obliged to have regard to the wider 
public interest, and I am satisfied that section 2(2) as it stands is justified by the need to safe-
guard persons who are vulnerable and weak.  Accordingly, I have no plans to bring forward 
legislative proposals.

11/06/2013WRLL02350Residency Permits

11/06/2013WRLL02400650. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
policy in relation to the making of decisions on applications for Irish residency from Latvian 
persons who hold Latvian alien passports but who have been living here for many years; the 
extent to which he uses his discretion to grant residency to applicants who hold passports of this 
nature; if, in view of the unusual nature of Latvian alien passports, that this situation is taken 
into account by the Irish authorities when a holder of such a passport applies for Irish naturali-
sation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26984/13]

11/06/2013WRLL02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There is no special or sepa-
rate policy in place as regards holders of Latvian Alien Passports who wish to be considered 
for naturalisation or are seeking residence.  These  persons are treated in the same way as any 
non-EEA national who applies for residence/naturalisation and such applications are consid-
ered on an individual basis taking into account the varying circumstances that pertain.  As in 
all  applications for residence or naturalisation, decisions are based on a case by case basis hav-
ing considered all the relevant factors.  Over the years a number of such persons have become 
naturalised, while others have obtained residence and registered with the Garda National Im-
migration Bureau.

If the Deputy has a particular case in mind he should contact the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service with the necessary details and the case will be examined by my officials.

11/06/2013WRLL02550Coroners Service

11/06/2013WRLL02600651. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the 2009 legislation regarding transferring the Coroner department out of local au-
thorities and into the Department of Justice and Equality (details supplied).  [27011/13]

11/06/2013WRLL02700687. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he proposes 



Questions - Written Answers

399

to enact the 2007 Coroners Bill; when he will bring the matter of payment of coroners’ fees and 
expenses under the remit of his Department; his views on whether local authorities should not 
be responsible for these payments in view of the fact that the role of coroners has nothing to do 
with the workload of local authorities in the first instance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [26757/13]

11/06/2013WRLL02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 651 and 687 together.

The Coroners Bill 2007 is before the Seanad having been restored to the Order Paper on 
my initiative.  The Bill is in the course of being reviewed with a view, among other matters, to 
making it as cost-effective as possible. All administrative matters in regard to coroners, includ-
ing in regard to funding and the role of the local authorities, are being examined in the context 
of the review.

The Bill, as published, provides for the comprehensive reform of the existing legislation 
and structures relating to coroners and provides for the establishment of a new Coroner Service.  
The Bill incorporates many of the recommendations made by the Coroners Review Group in 
2000 and the Coroners Rules Committee in 2003.  It will permit the State to better provide for 
the fulfilment of its obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights and, in par-
ticular, in regard to the Article 2 requirement to ensure an effective investigation of deaths of 
persons where the circumstances of the death may involve the State.

The key elements of the Bill include

-  enhancing inquiry and inquest processes,

-  establishing the office of Chief Coroner to provide leadership and direction in all coronial 
matters;

-  providing the necessary legal framework for the establishment of a new Coroner Service;

-  moving to a smaller number of full-time coroners;

-  statutory requirement to ensure that family members are notified at significant steps of the 
coronial process;

-  clarifying a specific regime for coroner post-mortem examinations, including provision 
for retention and release of body parts and bodily samples, and

-  promoting cooperation between coroners and other agencies also involved in investiga-
tions of deaths.

I would hope to be in a position to progress the Coroners Bill this year.  As an early measure, 
I have indicated that the Courts Bill 2013 will include an amendment to the Civil Legal Aid Act 
1995 to provide for the provision of legal advice and legal aid in respect of certain inquests. 

The Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 also provided for some early reforms in 
coronial matters, including an amalgamation of the Dublin County and City coronial districts.    

11/06/2013WRLL02850Traffic Fines

11/06/2013WRLL02900652. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 718 of 23 October 2012, if the technical and administrative mea-
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sures required to commence section 44 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 have been evaluated and 
resolved; and when the section will now be commenced. [27490/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WRLL03050Garda Training College

11/06/2013WRLL03100653. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to relo-
cate part of the Garda Training College to Custume barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27903/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03200748. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans, if any, 
to transfer the Garda training unit from its current location in Templemore; if so, to what loca-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27940/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 653 and 748 together.

There are no plans to relocate or transfer any part of the Garda Training College in Temple-
more from its current location.

Anti-Social Behaviour

11/06/2013WRLL03400654. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding boy racers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28375/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03500664. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding boy racers [27156/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03600740. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is in receipt 
of correspondence from a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27744/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 654, 664 and 740 together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised in the 
correspondence referred to by the the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputies directly as soon as 
the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WRLL03750Stardust Fire Tragedy Inquiry

11/06/2013WRLL03800655. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any alterations 
were made to the Stardust fire tragedy report (details supplied) in view of the fact that the fami-
lies have concerns.  [27107/13]

11/06/2013WRLL03900749. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the recent new information on the Coffey Report and the research carried out on the Stardust 
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disaster of 1981 during recent years, if he will now establish a Commission of Investigation 
into the matter under the McDowell legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27944/13]

11/06/2013WRLL04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 655 and 749 together.

As the Deputies are aware, Mr. Paul Coffey SC was appointed in 2008 by the then Govern-
ment, with the agreement of the Victims Committee, to review the case made by the Committee 
for a new inquiry into the fire.

Mr. Coffey publicly invited submissions from all interested parties and the Committee gave 
oral evidence over three days and made written submissions as to their case for a new inquiry.  
His report was published in January 2009.  He concluded that the original Tribunal finding of 
arson was a hypothetical one only and that no-one present on the night can be held responsible.  
He further concluded that in the absence of any identified evidence as to the cause of the fire, the 
most another inquiry could achieve would be another set of hypothetical findings, which would 
not be in the public interest.  The then Government accepted Mr. Coffey’s findings and motions 
were passed in both Houses of the Oireachtas endorsing his conclusions and expressing sympa-
thy with the families.  No grounds have been put forward to alter that situation.

Insofar as the receipt of the report is concerned, the position is that Mr. Coffey’s final re-
port was submitted on 7 January 2009.  An earlier draft of the report had been submitted on 10 
December, dated 8 December on the basis that Mr. Coffey had asked to be permitted to make 
amendments for the purposes of correction, accuracy and clarification prior to its publication.  
For the avoidance of any doubt, I should make it clear that no attempt was made to influence 
Mr. Coffey’s drafting or to suggest any amendments.  It is the report of 7 January which repre-
sents Mr. Coffey’s final and entirely independent advice to the Government on this matter.

11/06/2013WRLL04050Drugs Crime

11/06/2013WRLL04100656. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to deal 
with the issue of drug dealers grooming teenagers for the sale and distribution of drugs and 
making them take responsibility for drug deals instead of the adult dealer and if this will be 
made a criminal act. [27108/13]

11/06/2013WRLL04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there are already in place a number of legislative provisions aimed at those who assist of-
fenders, or who solicit or incite others to engage in criminal activity. 

Under section 7 of the Criminal Law Act 1997 any person who aids, abets, counsels or pro-
cures the commission of an indictable offence is liable to be indicted, tried and punished as a 
principal offender.

 In addition, with particular regard to drug offences, section 21 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1977 provides that any person who aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission of an of-
fence under the Act, or who solicits or incites any other person to commit an offence under the 
Act is guilty of an offence.  Such a person is liable to be prosecuted and punished as if he or she 
were convicted of the substantive offence.  It is also worth recalling that alongside these legisla-
tive provisions we also have in place the legislative framework contained in the Children Act 
2001, which operates with a focus on diversion from the criminal justice system, rehabilitation 
and preventing criminal behaviour.
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As the Deputy may be aware, the Annual Report of the Committee appointed to Monitor 
the Effectiveness of the Garda Diversion Programme provides statistics for crimes committed 
by those under 18 years of age.  Statistics from the latest (2011) Report show that a total of 196 
referrals were made to the Diversion Programme for offences relating to possession of drugs 
for sale or supply.

I would also like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the actions contained in the National 
Drugs Strategy 2009-2016.  In accordance with action 7 of the Strategy, An Garda Síochána 
is developing a targeted strategic response to adults involved in the drugs trade who are using 
young people to engage in illegal activities associated with the trade.

11/06/2013WRLL04250EU Issues

11/06/2013WRLL04300657. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 328 of 28 May 2013, the discussion he and officials in his Department 
have had to date regarding a proposal from the European Commission on a European Founda-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27114/13]

11/06/2013WRLL04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A proposal for a Council Reg-
ulation on the Statute for a European Foundation was published by the European Commission 
on 8 February 2012. The proposal seeks to establish a new European legal form intended to 
facilitate the establishment and operations of foundations in the single European market. The 
proposal is currently under discussion at official level in the Competitiveness Council Working 
Party on Company Law.

11/06/2013WRMM00150Garda Vetting Applications

11/06/2013WRMM00200658. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has not received Garda clearance; the reason for the 
delay in processing this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27099/13]

11/06/2013WRMM00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) does not provide Garda clearance. The function of the GCVU is to conduct Garda 
vetting checks in respect of Garda vetting applications submitted by registered organisations 
and to issue Garda vetting disclosures to such organisations.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual 
referred to by the Deputy was received by the GCVU on 30 January 2013.  The application was 
processed and returned to the registered organisation involved on 22 May 2013.

All organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for 
the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and 
selection process. In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda 
Vetting, standard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronologi-
cal order, from the date of receipt at the GCVU.

11/06/2013WRMM00350Family Reunification Policy

11/06/2013WRMM00400659. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
the rules regarding joint spouse/joint parent visas for persons who are resident here on Stamp 4 
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visas; if permission for family reunification will be granted in such a case if the person resident 
here was earning over the family income supplement level for their family size. [27129/13]

11/06/2013WRMM00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While substantial numbers of 
persons hold Stamp 4 permissions and such persons are entitled to work without a permit there 
is no standardised entitlement to Irish residence for their family members.  Each case is exam-
ined on its merits and, where the person is visa required, this is done as part of the visa process. 
For example, one of the issues to be considered is the potential for the individual or family 
members to be, or to become, a burden on the State and the family income supplement provides 
some guidance on this.  However other factors also have to be considered.

People who currently hold stamp 4 permission may have attained this status through a va-
riety of routes and not all cases would have the same claim on family reunification.  At one 
end of the scale are refugees whose spouse and children are entitled to family reunification in 
accordance with the Refugee Act 1996.  At the other end there may be cases where the grant of 
Stamp 4 permission to an individual was expressly on the basis that it conferred no entitlement 
or legitimate expectation of family reunification.  There are also cases involving workers with 
employment permits who now hold stamp 4 permission.  Family reunification was generally 
available to employment permit holders either immediately or after one year.

My Department is currently working on a comprehensive policy document that will include 
guidelines on all of the main issues including eligibility, dependency, the financial resources 
necessary to support a dependant and any requirements the person seeking entry must meet. It 
should also be noted that our existing policies in respect of certain classes of migration compare 
very favourably with many other jurisdictions. Moreover, in devising guidelines in this com-
plex area, regard must be had to the existence of the Common Travel Area and its provisions in 
relation to the ease of movement between Ireland and the UK.

11/06/2013WRMM00550Immigration Status

11/06/2013WRMM00600660. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the eligibility 
for residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27138/13]

11/06/2013WRMM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service that the person mentioned by the Deputy was first registered 
in the State as a student on 22 March 2007.  Her permission to remain here expired on 26 March 
2013.

The guidelines for non-EEA national students registered in the State are available on the 
INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.

As the person concerned no longer has permission to be in the State and she has not shown 
that she is entitled to remain on any other basis, she should now make arrangements to leave 
the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.   The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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Questions Nos. 661 and 662 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRMM00850Immigration Status

11/06/2013WRMM00900663. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has taken 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied) where it is alleged that they breached their visa 
conditions and are engaged in unlawful activity and yet received permission to remain here. 
[27148/13]

11/06/2013WRMM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the first instance and as the 
Deputy will be aware, any information regarding alleged criminal activity should be referred 
to An Garda Síochána for investigation. Where issues relating to a person’s immigration status 
arise from an investigation carried out by the Gardaí, these are dealt with in accordance with 
the law, primarily section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 in the case of non-EEA nationals and 
in the case of EU nationals Regulation 20 of the European Communities (Free Movement of 
Persons) Regulations 2006.

  Question No. 664 answered with Question No. 654.

11/06/2013WRMM01150Garda Powers

11/06/2013WRMM01200665. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Gardaí can 
take action against cyclists who cycle on the footpath from Fairview railway bridge past the 
shops to St. Lawrence Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3. [27157/13]

11/06/2013WRMM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred by the Deputy is in the Clontarf Garda Sub-District and  mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána enforce the law on pedal cycling as part of their normal duties at 
that location on an ongoing basis.  In addition to the day to day enforcement of the relevant 
provisions of the Road Traffic Acts, breaches of the legislation in respect of pedal cycle behav-
iour are regularly targeted by way of specific Garda operations including in the area referred 
to by the Deputy.  I am advised that such operations are intelligence led and take into account 
the interaction of cyclists, pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  Where breaches of legislation are 
detected, members of An Garda Síochána, depending on the circumstances, may deal with the 
incident by way of advice or caution or by initiating criminal proceedings.

Questions Nos. 666 and 667 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRMM01450Driving Licence Applications

11/06/2013WRMM01500668. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ar-
range to have the application for an SPSV licence issued to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27191/13]

11/06/2013WRMM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the application referred to by the Deputy was received at the applicant’s local 
Garda station on 2 April, 2013.  I am also informed that SPSV applications are forwarded, on 
completion of the required checks, from the applicant’s local Garda station to the Carriage Of-
fice which has responsibility for the issuing of SPSV applications.
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I am advised that liaison is being maintained with the applicant in relation to the status of 
this application.

11/06/2013WRMM01650Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2013WRMM01700669. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision will 
issue on an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27194/13]

11/06/2013WRMM01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in May, 2010.

The application is at an advanced stage of processing and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion in due course.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2013WRMM01850Crime Statistics

11/06/2013WRMM01900670. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Viet-
namese nationals that were charged with the offence of cannabis cultivation under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act from 2010 and to date in 2013; and if trafficking for forced labour was identified 
by An Garda Síochána in any of these cases. [27229/13]

11/06/2013WRMM02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.

With regard to the information requested concerning the number of Vietnamese nationals 
charged with the offence of cultivation or manufacture of drugs, I have requested the CSO to 
provide relevant information with reference to the statistics that are available directly to the 
Deputy.

I can inform the Deputy that the Garda authorities have indicated to me that no case of 
forced labour or trafficking has been identified by An Garda Síochána amongst the cohort of 
persons referred to in the Deputy’s question.

11/06/2013WRMM02050Legislative Programme
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11/06/2013WRMM02100671. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when reforms of 
the in camera rule in family law cases will be considered; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27239/13]

11/06/2013WRMM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Earlier this year, I published 
the Courts Bill 2013 which proposes to modify the long-standing in camera rule which prevents 
members of the public, including the press, from being present in court when family law and 
child care proceedings are being heard.

The purpose of the in camera rule is to protect the identity of the parties and other persons, 
including children, to whom family law and child care proceedings relate. While the general 
principle is that justice be administered in public, the underlying concern is that family law 
proceedings relate to matters which are sensitive and private to the parties and there is no public 
interest in requiring that their identities be published.

The application of the in camera rule in relation to court hearing of family law and child 
care proceedings has given rise to a public perception that undue secrecy is attached to the ad-
ministration of these areas of the law and that there is a lack of uniformity and consistency in 
the manner in which they are administered.

The proposal in the Bill is to retain the privacy provisions in respect of such court proceed-
ings while allowing the attendance of bona fide representatives of the press.  The courts will, 
however, retain the power to exclude representatives of the Press or restrict or prohibit the 
publication of evidence given in the proceedings in certain circumstances.  In addition, a strict 
prohibition will apply on reporting of material likely to identify the parties to the proceedings or 
any children to whom the proceedings relate.  The Bill aims to provide for a careful balancing 
of the need for privacy for persons involved in family law and child care proceedings with the 
need to ensure access to important information on the operation of family and child care law in 
our courts.

The Bill is currently before the Seanad and I hope to progress the Bill before the Oireachtas 
with a view to its enactment before the Summer recess.

  Question No. 672 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRMM02350Judicial Working Group

11/06/2013WRMM02400673. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality  if he will 
report on the planned new forum of discussion between him and the Association of Judges 
of Ireland; when this body will meet; how often it will meet and how it will be comprised; 
the general agenda for discussion at the forum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27262/13]

11/06/2013WRMM02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand that the Deputy is 
referring to the new arrangement that the Government has facilitated which was recently high-
lighted by the Chief Justice. The new forum is in the form of a Working Group chaired by the 
Chief Justice and comprising the Presidents of the Courts and other representative judges.  The 
Attorney General, who has traditionally acted as the formal link with the Judiciary, also attends 
the Group accompanied by the Secretary General to the Government.  There have been two 
meetings of the Group to date and it is intended that the Group will meet on an ongoing basis.

11/06/2013WRMM02550Garda Recruitment
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11/06/2013WRMM02600674. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on his recently stated plans to bring proposals to Cabinet on the recommencement of the 
Garda recruitment programme; when he will bring these proposals forward; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27263/13]

11/06/2013WRMM02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am in discussion with my 
colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, on this matter and I intend to bring  
proposals to Cabinet in the near future.

11/06/2013WRNN00150Magdalen Laundries Issues

11/06/2013WRNN00200675. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mea-
sures he has taken to address the requests made by the Rapporteur for Follow-up on Conclud-
ing Observations, Committee Against Torture, Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights details supplied) on the Magdalene Laundries paragraph 21; the way he will respond to 
the statement that the inquiry into the Magdalene Laundry institutions lacked many elements 
of prompt, independent and thorough investigation, as recommended by the Committee in its 
Concluding Observations, and the way he will respond to the question of whether the Quirke 
investigation process will have independent statutory powers, be transparent and also subject to 
an appeals process, and independently monitored. [27281/13]

11/06/2013WRNN00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The UN Committee against 
Torture (UNCAT) issued its concluding observations on Monday 6 June 2011, following Ire-
land’s first examination in Geneva, under Article 19 of the UN Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.  Its concluding observations 
covered a wide range of areas which impact on the remit of several Government Departments.

In relation to the Magdalen Laundries, the Committee recommended that, “the State should 
institute prompt, independent, and thorough investigations into all allegations of torture, and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment that were allegedly committed in 
the Magdalen Laundries and, in appropriate cases, prosecute and punish the perpetrators with 
penalties commensurate with the gravity of the offences committed, and ensure that all victims 
obtain redress and have an enforceable right to compensation including the means for as full 
rehabilitation as possible”.

The Inter-Departmental Committee to establish the facts of State involvement with the 
Magdalen Laundries which was independently chaired by the then Senator McAleese was not 
intended to be a criminal investigation but was a necessary preliminary step in establishing 
general facts about non-State closed institutions.  Some of these institutions had ceased opera-
tions nearly 50 years previously and there was no reliable account available of their operations.

The Irish Government is satisfied that the McAleese report is an independent, comprehen-
sive, factual account of these institutions.  It brought into the public arena a considerable amount 
of information not previously known.  It also showed that many of preconceptions about these 
institutions were not supported by the facts.

With regard to prosecutions, the only mechanism to  prosecute and punish perpetrators 
for offences committed in this jurisdiction requires a criminal investigation, a decision by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions to prosecute and then a criminal trial.   Irish law does not pro-
vide for any other type of inquiry to lead to criminal prosecutions.  Any complaints of criminal 
behaviour made by individuals to the Gardaí regarding Magdalen laundries are investigated.

Mr Justice Quirke has not been asked to carry out an investigation.  He has been asked to 
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advise on a Scheme of Supports for the women in question.  I expect that the Government will 
shortly be able to make an announcement in relation to Justice Quirke’s report.

I can inform the Deputy that my Department has recently received a letter from the Rap-
porteur for the Follow-up on Concluding Observations of UNCAT. The Rapporteur has sought 
clarification and further information in relation to Ireland’s response of 31 July, 2012. This 
letter is currently being considered and my Department will issue a response through Ireland’s 
Ambassador at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva in due course.

11/06/2013WRNN00350Prisoner Transfers

11/06/2013WRNN00400676. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans, 
if any, to address the anomaly whereby Irish citizens sentenced to imprisonment abroad and 
repatriated to serve their sentence back home in this State can end up serving longer imprison-
ment due to less remission available here. [27284/13]

11/06/2013WRNN00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the mechanism for enabling the transfer of sentenced prisoners is the Council Of Europe 
Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 1995 and 1997.  The sentences of prison-
ers transferring into Ireland under the Convention are administered by ‘continued enforcement’ 
procedure in accordance with Article 10 of the Convention. Article 6.2b of the Convention 
provides that the sentencing state shall furnish, to the administering state, a statement indicating 
how much of the sentence has already been served, including information on any pretrial deten-
tion, remission, and any other factor relevant to the enforcement of the sentence.

My Department will take the relevant information provided by the sentencing state (includ-
ing remission already earned) into account when determining the sentence which will be appli-
cable in this jurisdiction if a transfer proceeds. I should add that prisoners are fully informed, in 
writing, of the consequences for the enforcement of their sentence when their formal consent to 
the transfer is being sought. Article 9.3 of the Convention provides that the enforcement of the 
sentence  upon transfer, shall be governed by the law of the administering state (i.e the receiving 
state). There is  no obligation on the Minister to consult with the sentencing state regarding the 
administration of the sentence. Article 15 of the Convention does provide that the administer-
ing state shall furnish information concerning the enforcement of the sentence to the sentencing 
state in certain circumstances, including when it considers the enforcement of the sentence to 
have been completed or if the sentencing state requests a special report.

It should also be noted that when a prisoner is approved a transfer from this jurisdiction  to 
another, they will gain the remission rate applicable to the receiving state. For instance, where 
a prisoner transfers to the UK, their remission rate is increased to 50%, which reduces their 
sentence length considerably.

11/06/2013WRNN00550Departmental Funding

11/06/2013WRNN00600677. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
funding through the youth justice programme to meet the funding shortfall for the big brother 
big sister scheme in view of the cost effectiveness of the programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27300/13]

11/06/2013WRNN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My understanding is that the 
‘Big Brother Big Sister’ scheme is one of a number of mentoring models available and is pro-
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vided in Ireland by Foróige with referrals arising in a number of different contexts.

In so far as my Department is concerned, youth justice crime reduction/crime prevention 
community programmes are funded through the Community Programmes Unit of the Irish 
Youth Justice Service (IYJS) and include mentoring components.  Youth justice projects are 
specifically targeted at young offenders and those at serious risk of offending, as opposed to the 
youth population at large, and are delivered through the Garda Youth Diversion Projects and the 
Young Persons Probation projects wing of the Probation Service.

There are 100 Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) nationwide. They are community-
based, multi-agency, crime prevention initiatives which are designed to engage with and seek 
to divert young people from becoming involved in or further involved in anti-social and/or 
criminal behaviour. They operate in tandem with the Garda Diversion Programme. They aim to 
bring about the conditions whereby the behavioural patterns of young people towards law and 
order can develop and mature through positive interventions and interaction with the project. 
The projects are particularly targeted at 12-17 year old “at risk” youths in communities where a 
specific need has been identified and where there is a risk of them remaining within the justice 
system. Each project committee, which is chaired by the local Garda District Officer, receives 
an annual allocation and decides on young people to be targeted and interventions to be used. 
The approach is supported by a risk assessment of participants designed to identify their needs 
and to enable a project to use interventions that provide the best possible outcome for the par-
ticipant.  It is a matter for the local project to decide on any intervention and I am aware that the 
‘Big Brother, Big Sister’ programme is available as an intervention tool in this regard.

Young Persons Probation projects for their part provide a variety of interventions, some of 
which are court ordered, to young people who have come through the court system. This also 
includes a mentoring support provided under the Mentor Order of the Children Act, 2001 as 
amended. That particular programme is provided by Le Chéile, a Young Persons Probation 
project, on a national basis to meet the needs of probation clients.

Having regard to the many demands on the funding available for the youth justice pro-
grammes, there are no plans to provide funding along the lines proposed by the Deputy, over 
and above the existing level of support for youth justice mentoring activity.

  Question No. 678 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRNN00850Subsidiary Protection Administration

11/06/2013WRNN00900679. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way he can 
reconcile efforts to modify the procedures for subsidiary protection in view of the fact that they 
have appealed the judgement in the MM v Minister for Justice to the Supreme Court; the way 
the backlog can be cleared in view of this appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27317/13]

11/06/2013WRNN01000689. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
the details of new arrangements being made for the reform of processing subsidiary protection 
applications with a view to improving processing in the area of international protection; if there 
is a timeframe for the introduction of these new arrangements; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26782/13]

11/06/2013WRNN01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 679 and 689 together.
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The necessary legislative provisions to implement the new arrangements for the determina-
tion of existing and future applications for subsidiary protection are in preparation, in conjunc-
tion with the Offices of the Attorney General. Once these legislative provisions have been com-
pleted, the new arrangements will be put into operation as soon as possible thereafter.  Further 
information is available on the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) Website 
- www.inis.gov.ie - and this information will be updated as developments occur.

The High Court in the MM case was arrived at following a referral to the European Court 
of Justice. The legal advice to me was that this Judgment, which relates to an applicant’s right 
to be heard in the context of an application for subsidiary protection, should be appealed to the 
Supreme Court and I have taken that advice on board. In the mean-time, and pending the deter-
mination of this appeal, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), in conjunction 
with the Office of the Attorney General, is working on the development of a framework, legisla-
tive and administrative, under which existing and future applications for subsidiary protection 
will be determined. This framework will lay some of the foundations for what is proposed in 
the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, which I hope to re-publish later this year, under 
which it is envisaged that applications for asylum, subsidiary protection and ‘leave to remain’ 
will be dealt with as a single procedure. As a result, Deputies can be satisfied that there is no 
conflict between the appeal lodged and the plans to revise the existing subsidiary protection 
procedures.

The legislative provisions referred to above are being given priority attention. Once the new 
arrangements are in place, steps will be taken to have all outstanding applications for subsidiary 
protection processed in a timely manner.

11/06/2013WRNN01150Garda Investigations

11/06/2013WRNN01200680. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 150 of 23 May 2013, if he will confirm if a criminal investigation is 
ongoing in this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27318/13]

11/06/2013WRNN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the investigation into the matter referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. As the 
matter is under investigation it would be inappropriate for me to comment further at this time.

  Question No. 681 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRNN01450Drugs Seizures

11/06/2013WRNN01500682. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide, 
in tabular form, the estimated street value of all illegal cannabis or cannabis derived substances 
seized by the State in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; if he will provide an estimate of the 
total size of the black economy in this area for the aforementioned years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27331/13]

11/06/2013WRNN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware,  
cannabis and substances and products containing cannabis are currently classified as controlled 
drugs under Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 and 1984. Unlawful possession, sale, 
supply etc. of such substances are therefore offences under that legislation.

With regard to the size of the illegal drugs market and, in particular, the cannabis market, I 
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am sure the Deputy will appreciate that given the clandestine nature of such criminal activity 
any estimate of the size of the market would be speculative.

I have requested that the information sought concerning cannabis seizures  be compiled and 
forwarded to the Deputy when available.

I can assure the Deputy that drug law enforcement remains a key priority area for our law 
enforcement agencies and the Government as part of the overall comprehensive approach in 
tackling the problem of drug misuse under the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016.

Furthermore, drugs and organised crime continue to be prioritised by An Garda Síochána 
through An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan for 2013. In this regard, targeted intelligence-led 
operations such as Operation Nitrogen, which has a particular focus on the identification and 
dismantling of cannabis cultivation sites across all areas of the country, continue to yield sig-
nificant results.

  Question No. 683 answered with Question No. 647.

11/06/2013WRNN01750Asylum Seeker Accommodation

11/06/2013WRNN01800684. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has given 
consideration to the resolution passed by Clare County Council requesting him to undertake a 
review of accommodation arrangements for refugees and asylum seekers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26658/13]

11/06/2013WRNN01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have received a letter from 
Clare County Council dated 21 May, 2013 informing me of a resolution passed by its members 
at its May meeting requesting me to undertake a review of accommodation arrangements for 
refugees and asylum seekers.

I should firstly say that the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is 
responsible for the operation of the system of direct provision. RIA has no function in relation 
to the accommodation of recognised refugees who have the same work and accommodation 
entitlements as Irish citizens.  RIA’s function is to accommodate asylum seekers. There are 
currently 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA, providing accommodation 
and ancillary services to 4,650 persons.  One of these centres is in Knockalisheen, Co. Clare.

The Direct Provision system remains a key pillar of the State’s asylum and immigration 
system and I have no plans to end it at this time.  Rather, my intention is that the factors which 
lead to delays in the processing of cases are dealt with so that asylum seekers spend as little time 
as is necessary in that accommodation system.

The direct provision system is not ideal but it is a system which facilitates the State provid-
ing a roof over the head of those seeking asylum or seeking other grounds to be allowed, on 
humanitarian grounds, to stay in the State. It allows the State to do it in a manner that facilitates 
resources being used economically in circumstances where the State is in financial difficulty. 
There are no cheaper alternatives to the Direct Provision system. A key finding in the 2010 
Value for Money Report on the Direct Provision system was that if we were operating a system 
which facilitated asylum seekers in living independent lives in individual housing with social 
welfare support and payments, aside from the asylum ‘pull factor’ it would likely create, the 
cost to the exchequer would be double what is currently paid under the direct provision system.

I do accept that the length of time spent in direct provision and the complexity of the asylum 
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process itself is an issue which needs to be addressed.  The accommodation system is inextrica-
bly linked to the surrounding asylum process. The revised Immigration, Residence and Protec-
tion Bill, which I intend to re-publish, should substantially simplify and streamline the existing 
arrangements for asylum, subsidiary protection and leave to remain applications.  It will do this 
by making provision for the establishment of a single application procedure, so that applicants 
can be provided with a final decision on all aspects of their protection application in a more 
straight forward and timely fashion.

Pending the enactment and commencement of the new legislation and with a view to im-
proving processing, I am proposing to introduce new arrangements for the processing of sub-
sidiary protection applications in light of recent judgments in the Superior Courts.  My De-
partment, in consultation with the Attorney General’s Office, is developing a new legislative 
and administrative framework for the processing of current and future subsidiary protection 
applications. This work is being given high priority and applicants will be advised of the new 
arrangements as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRNN01950Garda Vetting Applications

11/06/2013WRNN02000685. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Mayo has not received their Garda clearance; the reason for the 
delay in processing this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26666/13]

11/06/2013WRNN02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 11 April 2013. The application is being 
processed and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.

The current average processing time for applications is approximately 14 weeks from date 
of receipt.   However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on 
particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.

All organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for 
the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and 
selection process. In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda 
Vetting, standard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronologi-
cal order, from the date of receipt at the Central Vetting Unit.

I remain in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner as to how best the service can 
continue to be delivered and improved upon, while at all times protecting the integrity of the 
process. Clearly, the protection of children and vulnerable adults is the primary objective of the 
GCVU and this must remain the case.

The Garda Commissioner has informed me that there are currently 1 Superintendent, 2 
Sergeants and approximately 113 civilian personnel assigned to the Garda Central Vetting Unit.  
This civilian complement includes 23 staff recently transferred from the Department of Agri-
culture who are undergoing the required training course.  A further 9 personnel were allocated 
to the GCVU on 13 May 2013 and an additional 6 took up positions on the 31 May 2013.

When these staff have been fully trained on the vetting process I expect there will be a posi-
tive effect on vetting times.  My Department is also examining the scope for the redeployment 
of additional personnel from within the public service to the Unit.
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11/06/2013WRNN02150Crime Prevention

11/06/2013WRNN02200686. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide figures on the number of community alert and neighbour watch programmes that have 
been established so far in 2013 in counties Longford and Westmeath; the areas in which those 
programmes have been established; the total number of programmes now active in both coun-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26703/13]

11/06/2013WRNN02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In January of this year, I joined 
with the Garda Commissioner in launching new Community Crime Prevention Programmes 
guidelines, designed to support and advise on the establishment and operation of Community 
Alert, Neighbourhood Watch and similar local crime prevention initiatives.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that three such Community Crime Prevention Pro-
grammes were established in Longford to date in 2013.  The schemes have been established 
in the following areas; Legan, Co. Longford, The Demesne, Longford Town and Aughafad 
Heights, Longford Town.  In total there are forty Community Crime Prevention Programmes 
operating in Longford.

I am further informed that seventeen Community Crime Prevention Programmes were es-
tablished in Westmeath to date in 2013.  The schemes have been established in the following 
areas; The Downs, Mullingar District, Clonlost, Mullingar District, Rathowen, Mullingar Dis-
trict, Ratharney, Mullingar District, Multyfarnham, Mullingar District, Drumrayney, Mullingar 
District, Tyrellspass, Mullingar District, Brookfield Estate, Mullingar District, Royal Canal Es-
tate, Mullingar District, St Brigid’s Terrace, Mullingar District, Ard Grainne, Athlone District, 
Mount Temple, Athlone District, Kiltoom, Athlone District, Tang, Athlone District, Tubberclair, 
Athlone District, Castledaly, Athlone District, and Rosemount, Athlone District. In total there 
are eighty-nine Community Crime Prevention Programmes operating in Westmeath.

  Question No. 687 answered with Question No. 651.

11/06/2013WRNN02450Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRNN02500688. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the appropriate 
services, if any, provided by his Department for those with autism and or autistic spectrum dis-
orders, particularly in the context of the criminal justice system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26767/13]

11/06/2013WRNN02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that while my Department does not have specific services or facilities in place for those with 
autism and or autistic spectrum disorders, I can confirm that my Department’s officials, when 
dealing with the public, treat all persons with dignity and respect and its policy is to facilitate 
and support this as far as is possible as indicated in the following examples.

An Garda Síochána

An Garda Síochána carries out its functions in line with the Garda Diversity Strategy.  Garda 
members dealing with the public treat all persons with dignity and respect regardless of gender, 
race, religious beliefs, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age, nationality, disability, economic 
circumstances, marital or family status or membership of the Traveller community. The Garda 
Victims Charter states that if a victim has any form of disability their special needs or require-
ments will be taken into account.  This includes persons with autism or autistic spectrum dis-
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orders.

Courts Service

The Courts Service is acutely aware of the right of equal access and access with dignity to 
the courts for all users. Everyone who attends the courts presents with a different set of circum-
stances, a varying degree of understanding and a personalised set of needs and every effort is 
made to meet those needs. The Courts Service has a Disability Liaison Officer whose function 
includes arranging for and co-ordinating the provision of assistance and guidance to persons 
with disabilities in accessing court services. The Service continues to work to improve facili-
ties across a wide variety of areas including court buildings, technology and the provision of 
information to court users.  Disabled access and facilities are included in all court building and 
refurbishment projects.

Irish Youth Justice Service

As the Deputy may be are aware the Health Service Executive is developing a forensic Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Service (forensic CAMHS) to comply with the Ryan Implemen-
tation Plan.  A community forensic CAMHS was also recommended in the national mental 
health strategy - A Vision for Change - and once established will provide services for children 
within the criminal justice system.  I also wish to advise the Deputy that community led youth 
justice services may refer young people coming to their attention to the appropriate services.

Irish Prison Service

While the Irish Prison Service (IPS) does not provide any specific services for persons with 
autism, the provision of health care is a statutory obligation and all prisoners are medically as-
sessed on committal.  The Irish Prison Service provides general health care services for the as-
sessment, treatment and care of prisoners comparable to that available to those entitled to Gen-
eral Medical Services in the community and which are appropriate in a prison setting.  Where 
a doctor or other health care professional operating in the prison environment determines that a 
prisoner requires treatment in an external setting following a clinical assessment, a referral can 
be made to the public health system.  In addition, professional in reach health care services are 
provided as required for a range of health care needs.

Probation Service

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that while the Probation Service does not provide spe-
cific services to those with autism and or autism spectrum disorders it liaises with relevant 
services that offenders might already be engaged with in the community.

  Question No. 689 answered with Question No. 679.

11/06/2013WRNN02750Migration Data

11/06/2013WRNN02800690. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the levels of immigra-
tion of non-nationals into the country in each of the past five years. [26603/13]

11/06/2013WRNN02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): EEA nationals, of which many 
thousands reside in the State and who are subject to EU freedom of movement legislation, are 
not required to seek permission to reside in the State and accordingly the immigration authori-
ties do not maintain statistics on the numbers of such persons present here. Non-EEA nation-
als, subject to certain exemptions such as persons under the age of 16, who have permission to 
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reside in the State are obliged to register their presence in the State. Based on the figures avail-
able from the register of non-nationals, the number of non-EEA nationals granted permission to 
reside in the State for the first time in the period 2008 to 2012, inclusive, was 130,128. For the 
purpose of context, the Deputy may wish to note that Census 2011 showed that overall Ireland’s 
non-Irish national population accounts for 12% of the national population or some 544,000 
people, the majority being from EEA countries.

11/06/2013WROO00150Deportation Orders

11/06/2013WROO00200691. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of persons 
who have been deported from the State each year in the past four years. [26606/13]

11/06/2013WROO00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of persons re-
moved from the State on foot of Deportation Orders made under Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act, 1999 in respect of 2010 was 343; 280 persons were removed in 2011, 303 were removed 
in 2012 and 57 were removed by the end of the first quarter 2013.

In addition, people are refused entry into the State at airports and other ports of entry for 
various reasons.  The number of persons removed under this category together with other per-
sons who were transferred under the Dublin Regulation to the EU member state in which they 
first claimed asylum and EU nationals who were returned to their countries of origin on foot 
of an EU Removal Order totalled 2,876 in respect of 2010, 2,719 in respect of 2011, 2,364 in 
respect of 2012 and 459 by the end of the first quarter 2013.

11/06/2013WROO00350Asylum Applications

11/06/2013WROO00400692. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of asylum 
requests that were refused and were granted each year in the past five years. [26607/13]

11/06/2013WROO00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is important that the asylum 
recognition rate not be perceived as some target to be achieved irrespective of the merits of 
applications.  Applications for refugee status in the State are assessed at first instance by the 
statutory independent Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and on appeal by the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal in accordance with a prescribed legal framework and exclusively on 
their merits having regard to their subjective and objective elements.  Accordingly, the recogni-
tion rate will change from year to year, and in 2012 stood at 9%. The information the Deputy 
has requested is detailed in the table below.

Year No. of Applications Granted No of Applications Refused
2008 591 2,769
2009 394 4,237
2010 160 3,572
2011 132 1,686
2012 92 931
2013 (April) 70 263

11/06/2013WROO00550Property Ownership

11/06/2013WROO00600693. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a management 
agent is allowed to refuse engagement with a developer regarding the hand-over of common 
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areas as per the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 despite engaging in commercial activity 
with the same developer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26794/13]

11/06/2013WROO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The primary purpose of the 
Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to reform the law relating to the ownership and manage-
ment of common areas of multi-unit developments and to facilitate the fair, efficient and effec-
tive management of owners’ management companies (OMCs) which are the bodies established 
for the management of such areas.

Section 5 of the 2011 Act contains provisions which deal with completed or substantially 
completed multi-unit developments in which the common areas have not been transferred to 
the OMCs. They oblige the developer to transfer ownership of the relevant parts of the com-
mon areas to the relevant OMC within 6 months of the coming into operation of the section, i.e. 
before 1 October 2011. Subsection (2) defines “substantially completed” as developments in 
which sales of not less than 80% of the residential units have been closed.

Section 24 deals with the resolution of disputes and it provides that a person may apply to 
court for an order to enforce any rights conferred or obligation imposed by the Act.  The court, 
if satisfied that a right has been infringed or an obligation (such as the non-transfer of the com-
mon areas) has not been discharged, may make such remedial order as it deems appropriate in 
the circumstances with a view to ensuring the effective enforcement of the right or the effective 
discharge of the obligation in respect of the development concerned.

As regards property management agents, the general position is that an OMC enters into a 
contract with such an agent to provide services in respect of their development.  The specific 
tasks of the agent are therefore dependent on the nature and extent of that contract.

  Provisions relating to the licensing of property management agents are set out in the 
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 and are overseen by the Property Services Regulatory 
Authority.  As part of the licensing system, the Authority specifies and implements standards 
relating to:

- education, training and experience levels of licensees;  

- levels of professional indemnity insurance,

- quality of financial accounting systems, and

- ethical standards to be observed in the provision of property services.

The Act also empowers the Authority to investigate complaints against property manage-
ment agents and to impose sanctions, including the revocation or suspension of licences, in 
cases of improper conduct on the part of licensees.

11/06/2013WROO00750Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WROO00800694. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has examined 
the possibility of regulating cash for gold establishments due to the current value of gold and 
the increased risk of gold theft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26683/13]

11/06/2013WROO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I published a report in June, 
2012 on the criminal justice aspects of the cash for gold trade. The Report prepared by my De-
partment is available on www.justice.ie. I requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Equality and Defence to consider the content of the report, to ensure that it obtains the views of 
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all relevant interested parties and that it makes such report and recommendations to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas and to Government as it deems proportionate and appropriate in the public 
interest.  I received the Committee’s response on 30th May, 2013 and it is currently under con-
sideration.

11/06/2013WROO00950Direct Provision System

11/06/2013WROO01000695. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a firm 
(details supplied) was first contracted by the Reception and Integration Agency to inspect direct 
provision centres; if he will explain the reason pre 2010 contracts were not published per pro-
curement rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26816/13]

11/06/2013WROO01100696. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide in tabular format the amount paid to a firm (details supplied) for inspecting Direct Provi-
sion hostels annually, since the contract was first awarded; from which budget this sum is paid; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26817/13]

11/06/2013WROO01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 695 and 696 together.

The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & 
Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department responsible for the accommodation of asylum 
seekers under the direct provision system. 4,650 persons are currently being accommodated in 
34 centres under contract to RIA.

These questions concern a Galway based firm, QTS Limited, which is contracted by the Re-
ception & Integration Agency (RIA) to carry out inspections of asylum accommodation centres.

The services of an external company with expertise in fire and food safety to inspect ac-
commodation centres were first sought in January, 2002, by way of a pilot scheme. Thereafter, 
the service was procured through a published tender. The first Request for Tender (RFT) was 
published in the second part of 2002 with a closing date for receipt of tenders of 21 August, 
2002.  Since then, five publicly advertised procurement competitions were held, the last three 
of which were won by QTS Ltd. RIA is currently preparing a new RFT for inspection services, 
which is scheduled for publication in September 2013.

The reference by the Deputy to pre-2010 contracts not being published per procurement 
rules is not understood. Moreover, it is assumed that the Deputy is referring to RFTs rather than 
contracts, since contracts following tender competitions are generally not published. All of the 
tender competitions mentioned above fully complied with all procurement rules. Between 2002 
and 2004, all competitions were advertised in the national press. Between 2004 and 2008, all 
competitions were published on the e-tenders website and RIA also published advertisements in 
the national press alerting potential tenderers to the competition.  After 2008, all competitions 
were published on www.etenders.gov.ie only.

Since the company was first contracted to provide inspection services, QTS Ltd has been 
paid the following amounts:

Year Amounts paid to QTS Ltd.
2007 €25,289.00
2008 €28,132.50
2009 €36,450.00
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Year Amounts paid to QTS Ltd.
2010 €21,177.50
2011 €36,185.50
2012 €20,018.25
2013 €14,391.00    (up to 09/04/2013)

11/06/2013WROO01250Direct Provision System

11/06/2013WROO01300697. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures that 
have been taken to open competition for contracts for direct provision per the recommendations 
of the Value for Money Report 2010; the reason the awarding of these contracts is not gov-
erned by European Communities (Award of Public Authorities’ Contracts) Regulations 2006 
(SI 329/2006); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26866/13]

11/06/2013WROO01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the operation of the system of direct provi-
sion. There are currently 34 asylum accommodation centres under contract to RIA, providing 
accommodation and ancillary services to 4,650 persons.  Of these 34 centres, 7 are State owned. 
That is to say, while the centres are managed by private companies under contract to RIA, the 
land and buildings are owned by the State.  The remaining centres are commercially owned and 
operated and, for the purposes of this reply, these are called commercial contracts.

The purpose of the 2006 Regulations cited in the question is to give effect to EU Directive 
2004/18/EC dated 31 March 2004, (as amended by Directive 2005/51/EC dated 7 September 
2005 and Directive 2005/75/EC dated 16 November 2005) concerning public procurement. A 
distinction needs to be drawn in relation to the procurement process as between management 
contracts for RIA’s State-owned accommodation centres and the commercial contracts, the for-
mer being already subject to ‘open’ tenders under the above EU Procurement Directive.

In relation to commercial contracts, up to 2010 RIA placed adverts in national newspapers 
seeking expressions of interest in providing accommodation for asylum seekers. This was in 
accord with ‘the negotiated procedure’ described in the Guide to Community Rules on Public 
Procurement of Services (Directive 92/50/EC).  The Value for Money (VFM) Review of spend-
ing by RIA on asylum seeker accommodation, referred to in the question, was initiated in Janu-
ary, 2009 and the report was published in May 2010.  The full VFM report is available at RIA’s 
website www.ria.gov.ie.

The Review acknowledged the unique challenges in this particular area of procurement, e.g. 
the unpredictability of demand, the requirement to disperse asylum seekers around the country, 
local opposition to the opening of new centres, children settled in schools and so on.  Among 
the recommendations of the VFM report was the introduction of a mix of ‘contracts for capac-
ity’ and ‘contracts for availability and occupancy’ as well as a ‘more open’ tendering system in 
respect of the commercially owned and operated centres in the RIA portfolio.   How this ‘more 
open’ tendering process is to be achieved has been the subject of consideration, including le-
gal discussions, since.  Pending the determination of the commercial contract tender process 
described here,  existing contracts, as far as practicable, have introduced a number of elements 
recommended in the VFM report. For example, some contracts now involve a mix of ‘contracts 
for capacity’ and ‘contracts for availability and occupancy’ which have the dual purpose of 
maximising the occupancy of the centre while minimising RIA’s expenditure.  None of these 
contracts is for any more than one year and all have ‘get out’ clauses.

Following the VFM Report, the priority was the tender for the management of the 7 State 
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owned centres. Drafting of the Request for Tender (RFT) began in early 2011, the RFT was 
published on 2 September 2011, the evaluation period began at the end of October 2011 and a 
report of the evaluation committee was signed off on 5 April 2012.  Notification letters issued 
on 10 April 2012 and new contracts started in mid-June 2012.   During the course of that tender 
consideration process, intensive legal correspondence and meetings in relation to the possible 
invocation of the EU Remedies Directive (transposed into Irish law in March, 2010) took place 
with some disappointed tenderers. This necessitated the seeking of further legal advice before 
the contracts were finally awarded.

Assuming that the negotiated procedure for commercial contracts, which has been the basis 
of RIA tendering since it began in 2000, is no longer applicable, specific legal advice is es-
sential as to under which section of the above mentioned EU Procurement Directive the tender 
falls, as well as the extent to which the existing geographical dispersal of asylum seekers can be 
taken into account in the assessment criteria. The latter does not arise in the case of the tender 
for the management of the State owned centres, as the centres are in already fixed locations.

The experience of the State-owned tender competition has been invaluable in informing 
RIA of specific issues, including the implications of the Remedies Directive, to be addressed in 
the commercial contract draft tender process. It needs to have regard to the fact that the asylum 
accommodation system, while undoubtedly a service provision to the State by private contrac-
tors, fundamentally concerns human beings who see their current accommodation as their home 
with links to local schools and medical and social services.  The Deputy will be particularly 
aware of the disruption caused by the closure of the Lisbrook asylum accommodation centre 
in Galway last year and will note that further such disruption may be a necessary outcome of a 
more open tendering procedure.  The RIA is in the process of drafting the commercial contract 
tender which will then be considered by the Procurement Policy Unit of my Department and 
then by the State’s legal advisers.  The target date for the publication of a commercial contract 
tender document is October, 2013.

While this tender preparation takes place, the direct provision is being managed closely by 
RIA, taking account of the decline in the number of persons seeking accommodation.  During 
the four year period ending on 31 December, 2012, RIA had closed 25 centres and was accom-
modating 2,161 fewer persons. Over this period, RIA spending had declined from €91.5 million 
to €62.3 million i.e. 32%.

11/06/2013WROO01450Direct Provision Expenditure

11/06/2013WROO01500698. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the dif-
ference in daily rates for asylum seekers in direct provision; and if he will provide a breakdown 
of the daily rate for asylum seekers in State-owned and privately owned direct provision cen-
tres.  [26884/13]

11/06/2013WROO01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception & Integration 
Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers under the direct provi-
sion system.

4,650 persons are currently being accommodated in 34 centres under contract to RIA.  Of 
these 34 centres, 7 are State owned i.e. the land and buildings are owned by the State.  Whilst 
all centres are managed by private companies under contract to RIA, the rates paid by RIA takes 
into account the differing costs undertaken directly by these companies, depending on whether 
it is a State owned or privately owned centre.
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As I have stated in answers to previous Dáil Questions, it is not possible to provide values 
for current contracts entered into by RIA.  Negotiations take place with a number of commercial 
entities on an ongoing basis and RIA endeavours to achieve the best value for money in respect 
of each contract.  It is not in the interests of the taxpayer that details of current individual con-
tracts are known to the public or to other parties who are, or may be in the future, engaged in 
negotiations with RIA. Therefore, details of current   contract rates are not provided. The policy 
is that the updating of the table of contracts will take place only at the end of January each year 
in respect of all financial information up to the end of December two years previously, e.g. at the 
end of January, 2013 the records are updated to end of December 2010.  This policy has been 
upheld by the Office of the Information Commissioner.

Nonetheless, it is possible to give a general indication of the rates currently paid. These rates 
are on a per person per day (PPPD) basis. Currently, the average PPPD rate for direct provision 
centres is €29.49 while the same contract rate for State-owned centres averages at €15.50.

The two PPPD rates cited above are not directly comparable.  The direct provision rate is a 
single all-inclusive figure,  which includes energy, maintenance, transport and VAT costs. By 
contrast, the State-owned rate does not include any of these costs, which are borne directly by 
the State and not by the contracted management company.

To illustrate the costs incurred by RIA overall, hereunder is a breakdown of the total expen-
diture of €62.329 million incurred by RIA in 2012. Note that this includes the costs of some 
centres which were closed during 2012.

Type Explanation Spend
Commercial 31 Centres commercially owned €52.071m
State Owned 7 centres owned by the State €6.987m
Self Catering 2 non direct provision commercially owned 

centres
€.913m

Pre School Payments for wages, consumables etc. in two 
pre schools

€0.114m

Additional costs (including Gas, Electricity, 
Oil, Phone, Water, Waste, Sewerage, OPW,  
etc.)

Direct spending by RIA on additional costs in 
State owned centres

€2.109m

Transport Direct spending by RIA on transport of asylum 
seekers on dispersals around country.

€0.071m

Miscellaneous Payments for nappies and miscellaneous costs €0.064m
- Total €62.329m

11/06/2013WROO01650Crime Prevention

11/06/2013WROO01700699. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Síochána 
plans to have a knife amnesty; if so the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [26857/13]

11/06/2013WROO01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the Firearms and Of-
fensive Weapons Act, 1990, the possession of specified offensive weapons is prohibited and it 
is an offence for any person to manufacture, import, sell, hire or loan such weapons.  Specifi-
cally, under Section 9 of the Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act, it is an offence to possess 
any knife or any other article which has a blade or which is sharply pointed in any public place, 
without having good reason or lawful authority.

Regarding knife crime, I can advise that a comprehensive and robust legal framework is 
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now in place in this area including heavy penalties for breaches of the laws concerned.  The 
Garda Commissioner, in 2008, made recommendations in relation to knives and sharply point-
ed or bladed weapons, and subsequently the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 was enacted, further strengthening the law and responding to Garda concerns about knife 
crime.  The maximum penalty for possessing a knife in a public place without good reason or 
lawful authority has been increased from one to five years, and An Garda Síochána were given 
an extended power of search without warrant in relation to knives and offensive weapons.  In 
tandem with the new legislation, samurai swords were generally banned from importation and 
sale.

At an operational level, An Garda Síochána pro-actively target public disorder and anti-
social behaviour, including knife related crime.  Areas identified as public order hot-spots by 
local Garda management are the subject of additional foot and mobile patrols.  Incidents of 
public disorder and anti-social behaviour reported to the Garda authorities are the subject of 
investigation and are dealt with appropriately in accordance with the law.  However, statistics 
show that nearly one third of knife crimes occur in domestic settings and often with a degree of 
spontaneity, which increases the challenges for policing and enforcement.

There are at present no plans to hold a knife amnesty.

11/06/2013WROO01850Irish Prison Service

11/06/2013WROO01900700. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
will confirm the revenues and profits generated by the tuck shop at Mountjoy Prison, Dublin, 
in 2011 and 2012 and the ten most popular items apart from cigarettes sold at the shop in 2012 
and quantities in each case. [26914/13]

11/06/2013WROO02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware there 
is a tuck shop in operation in each of the prisons which are operated and staffed by the Irish 
Prison Service. Profits generated from prisoner purchases in the tuck shop are used to support 
prisoners through the Prisoner Assist Programme Fund.

The cumulative total of monthly revenues and gross profits generated by the tuck shop at 
Mountjoy Prison for the years in question are as follows:

Year Revenue (€) Gross Profit (€)
2011 1,315,674.70 106,375.13
2012 1,225,981.00 124,682.45

At the end of each month, gross profits are transferred to the Prisoner Assist Programme 
Fund to facilitate hardship payments to prisoners.  In addition, initiatives such as the Red Cross 
Programme and the Community Return Programme are also part funded from the profits.

It is not possible to provide the ten most popular items sold in the shop and the quantities 
in each case as this detail is not recorded. The new accounting system which is used to manage 
prisoner funds (PAMS) is currently being reviewed and future developments may facilitate the 
reporting on sales.

11/06/2013WROO02050Direct Provision System

11/06/2013WROO02100701. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clarify 
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the mandate of the Reception and Integration Agency and whether or not the RIA has the power 
to delegate the care of asylum seekers and inspection of direct provision centres to privately 
operated, for-profit companies.  [26947/13]

11/06/2013WROO02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency (RIA), a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department, is responsible for the accommodation of persons while their applications for 
international protection are being processed. It is a multi agency organisation with staff sec-
onded to it from the HSE, the Department of Education and Skills and the Irish Prison Service. 
Currently, there are 4,650 persons accommodated throughout the State in 34 centres under 
contract to RIA.

RIA is a creation of - and derives its mandate from - Government.  It was created as a re-
sult of the huge challenges posed by increasing numbers of asylum seekers coming into the 
country in the late 1990s.  To illustrate, in 1992, 39 applications for asylum were received in 
Ireland: this increased to 7,724 a year by 1999 and a further 10,938 in the following year. Most 
presented themselves in Dublin.  The homeless service of the then Eastern Health Board could 
not cope and there was a serious prospect of widespread homelessness among asylum seekers.

A series of Government meetings was held to deal with the matter, involving input from 
several Government Departments faced with this challenge. The Directorate for Asylum Sup-
port Services (DASS), was established by Government decision in November, 1999 under the 
aegis of my Department to co-ordinate the scheme of dispersal and direct provision for asylum 
seekers.  DASS was subsequently replaced, also by Government decision, by the Reception and 
Integration Agency (RIA) which continues to accommodate asylum seekers under the system of 
dispersal and direct provision.

RIA, as a unit of my Department, negotiates contracts with private sector companies to pro-
vide full board accommodation to asylum seekers in accordance with its Government mandate. 
RIA is subject to the same Civil Service obligations of fairness of implementation of policy as 
would any area of Government implementing a scheme. Using private contractors to accommo-
date asylum seekers is a sensible thing to do. It allows RIA to adapt quickly when the number 
seeking accommodation waxes or wanes.  At the start of 2009, RIA had 60 centres: today it has 
34.  RIA has instituted tough cost saving measures in recent years - cutting capacities and per 
diem rates - without affecting the services provided to residents. Indeed, it is in the commercial 
interests of providers that as good a service as possible is provided to residents.

11/06/2013WROO02250Property Registration Authority

11/06/2013WROO02300702. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 153 of 8 May 2013, if he will check the contention that the Property Registra-
tion Authority of Ireland has made an error taking into account correspondence from a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26976/13]

11/06/2013WROO02400703. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the safeguards or 
measures that will be put in place to prevent a duplicate judgment mortgage being placed on a 
folio; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26977/13]

11/06/2013WROO02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 702 and 703 together.

As I indicated in my reply to Question No. 153 of 8th May 2013, the role of the Property 
Registration Authority (PRA) in relation to the registration of judgment mortgages is purely 
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administrative. I am advised by the PRA that in the specific case referred to by the Deputy, the 
High Court has confirmed that the PRA was legally obliged to register the judgment mortgages 
in this case. The correspondence referred to by the Deputy relates to legal advice received by 
the Authority in the course of the legal proceedings in relation to this particular case. As these 
proceedings are ongoing, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on either the 
proceedings or the legal advice furnished to the Authority.

It has been held by the Courts that the Authority is legally obliged to register judgment 
mortgages lodged in the prescribed form. The judgment mortgage is a process of execution 
and it is not a matter for the Authority to become involved in such process. It is a matter for the 
judgment creditor to ensure the validity of the application for registration. In the event that the 
judgment debtor believes the judgment to be invalid, it is open to him or her to apply for cancel-
lation of the judgment mortgage under Rule 113 of the Land Registration Rules 2012 (S.I. No. 
483 of 2012).

11/06/2013WROO02550Road Traffic Offences

11/06/2013WROO02600704. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of fixed penalty notices that were issued by members of An 
Garda Síochána to motorists in the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 in County Donegal; if 
he will provide a breakdown of the various road traffic offences for which these notices were 
issued; the number of motorists convicted in court following the issue of a fixed penalty notice 
during this period in County Donegal; and if he will provide a breakdown of these offences 
which did not result in a conviction in court; and the number of motorists who were not con-
victed in court but who instead made a donation to charity. [26979/13]

11/06/2013WROO02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WROO02750Garda Transport Expenditure

11/06/2013WROO02800705. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, the level of expenditure 
incurred to pay for fuel both petrol and diesel for all Garda vehicles here. [26980/13]

11/06/2013WROO02900706. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has a 
policy on the use of fuel cards for members of an Garda Síochána who use fuel cards instead of 
making cash payments for fuel purchased and used in Garda vehicles; and if he is satisfied that 
there are sufficient checks in the system to ensure that the process is both transparent and easy 
to invigilate.  [26981/13]

11/06/2013WROO03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 705 and 706 together.

The provision of fuel for Garda vehicles is an operational matter for the Garda Commis-
sioner.

The Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Force and I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that expenditure on fuel for Garda vehicles for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 
2013 was as outlined in the table below:
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Year Expenditure
2011 €13,097,830
2012 €12,773,474
2013 (as at 31/05/13) €3,914,324

In addition, the Garda authorities have indicated that the procedures in place for the use of 
fuel cards are operating satisfactorily and that they include appropriate monitoring mechanisms.

11/06/2013WRPP00150Traffic Fines

11/06/2013WRPP00200707. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26965/13]

11/06/2013WRPP00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that ordinary post is utilised to serve fixed charge notices, in accordance with section 
25 of the Interpretation Act 2005, which provides that service of a document may be so effected 
and that such service is deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to have been effected at the time 
at which the letter would be delivered in the ordinary course of post. I am also informed that 
section 103(10) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 provides that in a prosecution for a fixed charge 
offence it shall be presumed until the contrary is shown that the relevant fixed charge notice has 
been served or caused to be served and that a payment pursuant to the relevant notice has not 
been made.

In so far as the use of registered post is concerned, I understand that this would not over-
come objections that notices were received by persons other than those they were intended for, 
or that persons would not seek to avoid service by declining to accept such registered notices.

The Deputy will appreciate that road traffic legislation is the responsibility of my colleague 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I am informed that a number of legislative 
changes are contained in the Road Traffic Act, 2010 which strengthen the provisions relating 
the service of fixed charge notices for road traffic offences and I understand that the measures 
necessary to bring them into effect are being examined by the relevant stakeholders at present.

11/06/2013WRPP00350Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRPP00400708. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that Ireland is lagging behind many other EU countries in terms of recog-
nising and supporting the role of fathers in parenting; if he will follow the lead of other coun-
tries by introducing paternity leave starting with a provision similar to that recently introduced 
in the UK that allows paternity leave as part of a shared leave arrangement between mothers 
and fathers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27361/13]

11/06/2013WRPP00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At this time there are no pro-
posals to introduce paternity leave however this matter will be kept under review. While male 
employees are not entitled to paid or unpaid paternity leave, they may be entitled to Parental 
Leave.

In March of this year I signed the European Union (Parental Leave) Regulations 2013 which 
increased the amount of parental leave available to each parent per child from 14 weeks to 18 
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weeks. Both parents have an equal separate entitlement to parental leave and if they both work 
for the same employer and the employer agrees 14 weeks of the leave may be transferred to the 
other parent.

11/06/2013WRPP00550Garda Adult Cautioning Scheme Administration

11/06/2013WRPP00600709. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of minor offenders have been diverted from the courts over the Garda adult caution scheme 
since its inception in 2006. [27404/13]

11/06/2013WRPP00700711. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he intends 
to include the possession of cannabis resin in its schedule of the Garda adult caution scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27406/13]

11/06/2013WRPP00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 709 and 711 together.

The Garda Adult Cautioning Scheme, approved by the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP), was introduced on a non-legislative basis on 1 February 2006 for specific offences 
including offences contained in the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, the Criminal 
Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001, the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003, the Non-Fatal 
Offences Against the Person Act 1997 and the Criminal Damage Act 1991.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that since its introduction in 2006 to 5 June, 2013, 
there has been a total of 67,765 Adult Cautions recorded on PULSE.

The Scheme, which was drawn up in the first instance in agreement between the Garda 
authorities and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, is kept under review, but at 
present the offence referred to by the Deputy is not covered by the Scheme.

11/06/2013WRPP00850Crime Levels

11/06/2013WRPP00900710. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numner 
offenders that have been successfully prosecuted for possession of cannabis resin, as opposed 
to possession with intent to supply since 2006. [27405/13]

11/06/2013WRPP01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide relevant information with reference to the statistics that 
are available directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 711 answered with Question No. 709.

11/06/2013WRPP01150Drugs Crime

11/06/2013WRPP01200712. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of offenders who benefited from the Probation Act in respect of convictions for possession of 
cannabis resin, as opposed to possession with intent to supply since 2006; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter.  [27407/13]

11/06/2013WRPP01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the 
responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 1998 
Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, which 
includes the provision of statistics.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that statistics are available in respect of the application of the 
Probation Act in the District Court in relation to possession of drugs but not specifically pos-
session of cannabis/cannabis resin.  I should clarify that a conviction is not recorded where the 
Probation Act is applied in the District Court.  Where the court thinks a charge against a person 
is proved, without proceeding to conviction, it can make an order dismissing the charge or dis-
charging the offender conditionally on his or her entering into a recognisance. The court may 
order that the recognisance shall contain a condition that the offender be under the supervision 
of the Probation Service for a specified period (a “probation order”) or a recognisance under the 
Act may contain such additional conditions as the court may consider necessary for preventing 
a repetition of the same offence or the commission of other offences.

Work is under way in my Department on draft legislation to replace the Probation of Of-
fenders Act 1907 and to modernise the law relating to community sanctions, such as probation 
orders, and the role of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system.

The table below sets out the number of defendants in cases for possession of drugs where 
the Probation Act was applied.

Year Number of defendants
2013 (Jan-Apr) 321
2012 1,153
2011 1,355
2010 1,386
2009 1,722
2008 1,730
2007 1,552
2006 1,282

Note: The table includes the application of Probation Orders and dismissals under the Pro-
bation Act.  Where a defendant received more than one order in a year they are included once.

Question No. 713 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRPP01450Immigration Controls

11/06/2013WRPP01500714. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
practice of imposing passport controls on air bridges between the door of airplanes and the 
airport was commenced by GNIB at Dublin Airport; if its purpose is to prevent asylum seekers 
entering the State; if he is concerned that it might have such an effect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27410/13]

11/06/2013WRPP01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that from time to time and on an 
intelligence led basis, immigration officers attached to the Garda National Immigration Bureau 
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(GNIB), who are based at Dublin Airport, conduct immigration controls at the door of or on 
board aircraft which have arrived at the Airport. The undertaking of immigration controls in 
such manner is done to address a situation where non-nationals approach an immigration con-
trol booth and claim not to be in possession of a passport or equivalent travel document and not 
to know where they have travelled from.

Such checks enable immigration officers attached to GNIB to establish the true identity, 
nationality and age of non-nationals who have arrived in the State and the route on which they 
have travelled, in circumstances where it was intended that such information would not be pro-
vided or discovered.

In every case where a non-national makes an application for asylum, including where a non-
national is encountered at the door of, or on board, an aircraft, such application is dealt with 
pursuant to the provisions of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended), including being granted entry 
to the State for the purpose of pursuing their asylum application.

I should also point out that it is an offence under section 20 of the Refugee Act of 1996 (as 
amended) for a person claiming asylum to destroy or conceal travel/identity documents and to 
make any statement or give information that is knowingly false or misleading.

11/06/2013WRPP01650Garda Vetting of Personnel

11/06/2013WRPP01700715. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is aware 
that the Garda vetting process for persons seeking to take up places on community employment 
schemes in Clare (details supplied) is taking 16 weeks, if he considers this to be satisfactory; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27414/13]

11/06/2013WRPP01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current average processing time for applications is approximately 14 weeks 
from date of receipt.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional infor-
mation on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  
All organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the 
receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection 
process.

I remain in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner as to how best the service can 
continue to be delivered and improved upon, while at all times protecting the integrity of the 
process. Clearly, the protection of children and vulnerable adults is the primary objective of the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit and this must remain the case.

The possibility of introducing an e-vetting system has been assessed and the Garda authori-
ties are now in the process of developing a system which will enable vetting applications to be 
submitted electronically through a secure web service.  In addition, the system will facilitate 
the checking and monitoring of applications.  The relevant work is being pursued on a priority 
basis and it will be completed as quickly as possible.

The Garda Commissioner has informed me that there are currently 1 Superintendent, 2 
Sergeants and approximately 113 civilian personnel assigned to the Garda Central Vetting Unit.  
This civilian complement includes 23 staff recently transferred from the Department of Agri-
culture who are undergoing the required training course.  A further 9 personnel were allocated 
to the GCVU on 13th May 2013 and an additional 6 took up positions on the 31st May 2013.

When these staff have been fully trained on the vetting process I expect there will be a posi-
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tive effect on vetting times.  My Department is also examining the scope for the redeployment 
of additional personnel from within the public service to the Unit.

11/06/2013WRPP01850Official Secrets Act

11/06/2013WRPP01900716. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Official 
Secrets Act is still in use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27415/13]

11/06/2013WRPP02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Official Secrets Act 1963 
continues in force.  Preliminary work is under way in my Department on an Official Secrets Act 
(Amendment) Bill in accordance with commitments in the Programme for Government.  This 
will be reassessed in light of related legislation,  which deals with Protected Disclosures in the 
Public Interest, being proposed by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

11/06/2013WRPP02050Garda Investigations

11/06/2013WRPP02100717. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda have 
carried out an investigation into financial irregularities on the part of a person (details supplied).  
[27416/13]

11/06/2013WRPP02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that An Garda Síochána is not aware of any investigation of the nature referred to 
by the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 718 and 719 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRPP02350Garda Strength

11/06/2013WRPP02400720. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form, the numbers of gardaí by rank in each Garda division for the years 
2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; if he will provide details of the populations served by 
each of these divisions for the periods concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27426/13]

11/06/2013WRPP02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The allocation of all resources, 
including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda Commissioner, in consultation with 
his senior management team. Resource levels are constantly monitored, in conjunction with 
crime trends and other demands made on An Garda Síochána. The situation is kept under con-
tinuing review to ensure optimum use is made of these resources and the best possible Garda 
service is provided to the public.

The strength of each station, district and division broken down by rank for the years 2010, 
2011 and 2012 are set out in the reply to Question No. 143 of 17 January 2013.  The strength 
for each station, district and division broken down by rank for 30 April 2013, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, is in the spreadsheet.

The population statistics are available from the Central Statistics Office website at www.
cso.ie.
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CAVAN / MONAGHAN         BAILIEBORO             BAILIEBORO           27 8 1 1 37

BALLYJAMESDUFF       3 1 4

COOTEHILL            7 1 8

KINGSCOURT           1 1 2

MULLAGH              1 1

SHERCOCK             1 1

VIRGINIA             10 2 12

BAILIEBORO  Total 50 13 1 1 65

BALLYCONNELL           BALLYCONNELL         19 5 1 25

BELTURBET            3 3

BLACKLION            2 1 3

DOWRA                1 1

KILLESHANDRA         1 1

SWANLINBAR           1 1

BALLYCONNELL      Total 27 6 1 34

CARRICKMACROSS         BALLYBAY             3 1 4

CARRICKMACROSS       34 10 1 1 46

CASTLEBLANEY         22 4 26

ROCKCORRY            2 2

CARRICKMACROSS    Total 61 15 1 1 78

CAVAN                  ARVA                 2 1 3

BALLINAGH            1 1 2

CAVAN                51 8 2 1 62

KILNALECK            3 1 4

REDHILLS             1 1

CAVAN                           Total 58 11 2 1 72

MONAGHAN               CLONES               6 1 7

EMYVALE              3 1 4

MONAGHAN             61 15 1 2 1 80

SCOTSTOWN            1 1 2

MONAGHAN       Total 71 18 1 2 1 93

CAVAN / MONAGHAN  Total 267 63 5 6 1 342

CLARE                    ENNIS                  CRUSHEEN             1 1

ENNIS                94 15 2 1 1 113

IMMIGRATION OFFICE   4 4

KILLALOE             27 3 1 31

LISSYCASEY           1 1

NEWMARKET ON FERGUS  3 3

SCARIFF              3 1 4

SHANNON              52 9 1 62

SIXMILEBRIDGE        3 1 4

TULLA                2 2

ENNIS           Total 190 29 4 1 1 225

KILRUSH                BALLYVAUGHAN         1 1

ENNISTYMON           25 3 28

KILDYSART            2 2

KILKEE               3 3

KILRUSH              25 4 1 30

LISDOONVARNA         1 1

MILTOWN MALBAY       2 2

KILRUSH       Total 59 7 1 67

CLARE  Total 249 36 4 2 1 292

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA STREET        ANGLESEA STREET      208 42 8 2 1 1 262

BARRACK STREET       13 4 17

BLACKROCK            27 4 31

BRIDEWELL            18 6 24

ANGLESEA STREET         Total 266 56 8 2 1 1 334

GURRANABRAHER          BALLINCOLLIG         22 2 24

BLARNEY              16 1 17
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

GURRANABRAHER        47 7 1 1 56

GURRANABRAHER           Total 85 10 1 1 97

MAYFIELD               MAYFIELD             43 8 1 1 53

WATERCOURSE ROAD     46 8 54

MAYFIELD                Total 89 16 1 1 107

TOGHER                 BISHOPSTOWN          19 3 22

CARRIGALINE          17 2 19

CROSSHAVEN           2 1 3

DOUGLAS              19 4 23

PASSAGE WEST         2 1 3

TOGHER               45 7 1 1 54

TOGHER                  Total 104 18 1 1 124

CORK CITY  Total 544 100 11 5 1 1 662

CORK NORTH               COBH                   CARRIG NA BHFEAR     2 2

CARRIGTWOHILL        1 1 2

COBH                 29 6 1 1 37

GLANMIRE             20 4 24

WATERGRASSHILL       1 1

COBH   Total 53 11 1 1 66

FERMOY                 BALLYNOE             1 1

CASTLETOWNROCHE      2 2

FERMOY               45 10 1 1 1 58

KILDORRERY           1 1

KILWORTH             2 2

MITCHELSTOWN         18 3 21

RATHCORMAC           1 1

FERMOY   Total 70 13 1 1 1 86

MALLOW                 BUTTEVANT            1 1

CHARLEVILLE          18 2 20

DONERAILE            1 1

GLANTAINE            1 1

LISCARROLL           1 1

MALLOW               40 7 1 48

MILFORD              1 1

MALLOW     Total 63 9 1 73

MIDLETON               BALLYCOTTON          1 1

CLOYNE               1 1

KILLEAGH             1 1

MIDLETON             40 8 2 1 51

WHITEGATE            1 1

YOUGHAL              18 5 23

MIDLETON     Total 62 13 2 1 78

CORK NORTH   Total 248 46 4 4 1 303

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLINEEN            2 2

BALLINHASSIG         2 2

BANDON               65 12 3 1 1 82

INNISHANNON          1 1

KILBRITTAIN          1 1

KINSALE              13 3 16

TIMOLEAGUE           1 1

BANDON       Total 85 15 3 1 1 105

BANTRY                 BANTRY               28 5 1 34

CASTLETOWNBERE       4 1 5

DRIMOLEAGUE          1 1

DURRUS               1 1

GLENGARRIFF          1 1

KEALKIL              1 1

SCHULL               3 1 4

BANTRY       Total 39 7 1 47
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CLONAKILTY             BALTIMORE            1 1

CLONAKILTY           24 3 1 1 29

DRINAGH              1 1

DUNMANWAY            7 1 8

ROSSCARBERY          1 1

SKIBBEREEN           10 2 12

CLONAKILTY    Total 44 6 1 1 52

KANTURK                BOHERBUE             1 1

KANTURK              23 3 1 27

MILLSTREET           11 2 13

NEWMARKET            1 1 2

RATHMORE             2 2

KANTURK                 Total 38 6 1 45

MACROOM                BAILE BHUIRNE        2 1 3

BÉAL ÁTHA AN GHAORTHA 2 2

COACHFORD            1 1 2

CROOKSTOWN           4 1 5

MACROOM              33 7 1 41

STUAKE               1 1

TARELTON             1 1

MACROOM                 Total 44 10 1 55

CORK WEST   Total 250 44 6 3 1 304

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              BLACKROCK            76 11 3 1 91

DUNDRUM              89 11 1 101

BLACKROCK               Total 165 22 4 1 192

DUN LAOGHAIRE          CABINTEELY           43 6 1 50

DUN LAOGHAIRE        87 17 3 2 1 110

SHANKILL             60 8 68

DUN LAOGHAIRE           Total 190 31 4 2 1 228

D.M.R. EAST    Total 355 53 8 3 1 420

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             BALBRIGGAN           56 8 3 1 68

GARRISTOWN           2 2

LUSK                 9 1 10

SKERRIES             9 1 10

BALBRIGGAN              Total 76 10 3 1 90

BALLYMUN               BALLYMUN             94 18 3 2 1 118

DUBLIN AIRPORT       25 4 29

SANTRY               86 12 1 99

BALLYMUN                Total 205 34 4 2 1 246

COOLOCK                COOLOCK              94 13 3 1 111

MALAHIDE             32 3 1 36

SWORDS               63 10 1 74

COOLOCK                 Total 189 26 5 1 221

RAHENY                 CLONTARF             65 6 1 72

HOWTH                34 5 1 40

RAHENY               52 9 2 1 64

RAHENY                  Total 151 20 4 1 176

D.M.R. NORTH   Total 621 90 16 5 1 733

D.M.R. NORTH CENTRAL     BRIDEWELL              BRIDEWELL            134 30 6 1 171

FITZGIBBON STREET      MOUNTJOY             177 23 5 1 206

STORE STREET           IMMIGRATION D/DOCKS  4 4

STORE STREET         229 29 4 2 1 265

STORE STREET            Total 233 29 4 2 1 269

D.M.R. NORTH CENTRA L Total 544 82 15 4 1 646

D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                CRUMLIN              73 18 5 2 1 99

SUNDRIVE ROAD        57 11 68

CRUMLIN                 Total 130 29 5 2 1 167

RATHMINES              RATHMINES            56 5 61
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TERENURE             77 15 3 1 96

RATHMINES               Total 133 20 3 1 157

TALLAGHT               RATHFARNHAM          68 10 1 79

TALLAGHT             158 19 5 1 183

TALLAGHT                Total 226 29 6 1 262

D.M.R. SOUTH  Total 489 78 14 4 1 586

D.M.R. SOUTH CENTRAL     DONNYBROOK             DONNYBROOK           103 13 3 1 120

IRISHTOWN            42 5 1 48

DONNYBROOK       Total 145 18 4 1 168

KEVIN STREET           KEVIN STREET         120 17 4 1 142

KILMAINHAM           64 12 1 77

KEVIN STREET            Total 184 29 5 1 219

PEARSE STREET          PEARSE STREET        263 37 6 2 1 309

D.M.R. SOUTH CENTRAL  Total 592 84 15 4 1 696

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARDSTOWN         BLANCHARDSTOWN       138 22 4 2 1 167

CABRA                74 10 1 85

FINGLAS              99 11 2 112

BLANCHARDSTOWN   Total 311 43 7 2 1 364

CLONDALKIN             BALLYFERMOT          78 9 2 89

CLONDALKIN           78 12 3 1 94

RATHCOOLE            23 1 24

CLONDALKIN     Total 179 22 5 1 207

LUCAN                  LUCAN                61 7 4 1 73

RONANSTOWN           78 13 1 92

LUCAN    Total 139 20 5 1 165

D.M.R. WEST  Total 629 85 17 4 1 736

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHANNON           BALLINTRA            1 1

BALLYSHANNON         39 6 1 1 47

BUNDORAN             5 1 6

DONEGAL TOWN         26 5 31

MOUNTCHARLES         1 1

NA CEALLA BEAGA      5 1 6

PETTIGO              1 1

BALLYSHANNON    Total 78 13 1 1 93

BUNCRANA               BUNCRANA             42 7 1 1 51

BURNFOOT             5 1 6

CARNDONAGH           4 1 5

CLONMANY             2 2

MALIN                1 1

MOVILLE              4 4

MUFF                 2 1 3

BUNCRANA   Total 60 10 1 1 72

GLENTIES               AILT AN CHORRÁIN     1 1

AN BUN BEAG          14 2 16

AN CHARRAIG          1 1 2

AN CLOCHÁN LIATH     10 2 12

ARD AN RÁTHA         1 1

NA GLEANNTA          14 3 1 18

GLENTIES   Total 41 8 1 50

LETTERKENNY            BALLYBOFEY           21 2 23

CARRIGANS            4 1 5

CASTLEFIN            3 1 4

CONVOY               2 1 3

LETTERKENNY          86 14 4 1 1 106

LIFFORD              12 2 14

NEWTOWNCUNNINGHAM    2 2

RAPHOE               3 1 4

LETTERKENNY     Total 133 22 4 1 1 161

MILFORD                AN CRAOSLACH         1 1
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AN FÁL CARRACH       8 1 9

CARRAIG AIRT         2 2

DÚN FIONNACHAID      2 2

KERRYKEEL            2 1 3

KILMACRENNAN         1 1

MILFORD              24 2 1 27

RAMELTON             2 2

RATHMULLEN           1 1

MILFORD    Total 43 4 1 48

DONEGAL   Total 355 57 6 5 1 424

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            AHASCRAGH            1 1

BALLINASLOE          34 7 1 1 43

BALLYGAR             1 1

CREGGS               1 1

KILCONNELL           1 1

MOUNT BELLEW         6 2 8

MOYLOUGH             1 1

BALLINASLOE             Total 45 9 1 1 56

CLIFDEN                AN MÁM               3 3

CARNA                1 1 2

CLIFDEN              24 4 1 29

CLOCH NA RÓN         1 1

LETTERFRACK          1 1

SRAITH SALACH        1 1

CLIFDEN                 Total 31 5 1 37

GALWAY                 ATHENRY              5 1 6

GAILLIMH             175 26 6 3 1 1 212

LOUGH GEORGE         3 1 4

MONIVEA              1 1

ÓRÁN MÓR             31 2 33

GALWAY                  Total 215 30 6 3 1 1 256

GORT                   ARDRAHAN             1 1

CRAUGHWELL           5 1 6

GORT                 26 3 1 30

KINVARA              1 1 2

GORT                    Total 33 5 1 39

LOUGHREA               EYRECOURT            1 1

KILLIMOR             1 1

KILRICKLE            1 1

LOUGHREA             32 6 1 1 40

PORTUMNA             6 2 8

WOODFORD             1 1

LOUGHREA                Total 42 8 1 1 52

SALTHILL               AN CHEATHRÚ RUA      5 1 6

AN SPIDÉAL           2 2

CILL RÓNÁIN          2 1 3

INDREABHÁN           2 2

LEITIR MÓIR          1 1

MAIGH CUILINN        2 2

ROS MUC              1 1

SALTHILL             44 7 1 1 53

UACHTARARD           4 1 5

SALTHILL                Total 63 10 1 1 75

TUAM                   BARNADERG            1 1

COROFIN              1 1 2

DUNMORE              4 2 6

GLENAMADDY           1 1

HEADFORD             2 2

MILLTOWN             1 1
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TUAM                 44 8 1 1 54

WILLIAMSTOWN         1 1

TUAM                    Total 55 11 1 1 68

GALWAY  Total 484 78 10 9 1 1 583

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              CAHERCIVEEN          17 4 21

GLENBEIGH            1 1

KENMARE              9 1 10

KILLARNEY            47 7 1 55

KILLORGLIN           12 2 14

PORTMAGEE            1 1

SNEEM                1 1

WATERVILLE           1 1

KILLARNEY               Total 89 14 1 104

LISTOWEL               BALLYBUNION          5 1 6

BALLYDUFF            1 1

BALLYHEIGUE          1 1

KNOCKNAGOSHALL       2 2

LISTOWEL             33 7 1 1 42

LIXNAW               1 1

TARBERT              2 2

LISTOWEL                Total 45 8 1 1 55

TRALEE                 AN DAINGEAN          8 2 10

ANNASCAUL            1 1

ARDFERT              2 2

BAILE AN FHEIRTÉARAIG 1 1

CASTLEGREGORY        2 2

CASTLEISLAND         19 4 23

FARRANFORE           2 2

TRALEE               80 16 2 1 1 100

TRALEE                  Total 115 22 2 1 1 141

KERRY  Total 249 44 3 3 1 300

KILDARE                  KILDARE                ATHY                 27 5 1 33

CASTLEDERMOT         3 1 4

KILDARE              22 5 1 1 29

MONASTEREVIN         3 1 4

NEWBRIDGE            42 7 49

RATHANGAN            3 3

KILDARE                 Total 100 19 2 1 122

LEIXLIP                CARBURY              5 5

CELBRIDGE            14 2 16

KILCOCK              9 1 10

LEIXLIP              30 6 1 37

MAYNOOTH             10 1 11

LEIXLIP                 Total 68 10 1 79

NAAS                   CLANE                7 1 8

KILCULLEN            4 4

NAAS                 83 16 2 1 1 103

ROBERTSTOWN          2 2

NAAS                    Total 96 17 2 1 1 117

KILDARE  Total 264 46 5 2 1 318

KILKENNY/CARLOW          CARLOW                 BALLON               1 1

BORRIS               2 2

CARLOW               61 9 1 1 72

HACKETSTOWN          1 1

MUINEBHEAG           11 3 14

MYSHALL              1 1

RATHVILLY            1 1

TULLOW               15 2 17

CARLOW                  Total 93 14 1 1 109
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KILKENNY               CALLAN               5 1 6

CASTLECOMER          10 3 13

FRESHFORD            1 1

KILKENNY             78 15 3 2 1 1 100

URLINGFORD           2 2

KILKENNY               Total 96 19 3 2 1 1 122

THOMASTOWN             BENNETSBRIDGE        1 1

GLENMORE             1 1

GORESBRIDGE          2 2

GRAIGUENAMANAGH      4 1 5

KILMACOW             1 1

KILMOGANNY           1 1

MOONCOIN             9 2 11

MULLINAVAT           2 2

PILTOWN              1 1

THOMASTOWN           30 3 1 1 35

THOMASTOWN       Total 52 6 1 1 60

KILKENNY/CARLOW   Total 241 39 5 4 1 1 291

LAOIS / OFFALY           BIRR                   BANAGHER             4 1 5

BIRR                 25 5 1 31

CLOGHAN              1 1

FERBANE              5 1 6

KILCORMAC            2 2

KINNITTY             1 1

SHINRONE             1 1

BIRR     Total 39 7 1 47

PORTLAOISE             ABBEYLEIX            19 4 23

ARLES                2 2

BALLYLINAN           2 2

BORRIS-IN-OSSORY     1 1

CLONASLEE            1 1

DURROW               2 2

MOUNTMELLICK         5 1 6

MOUNTRATH            2 1 3

PORTARLINGTON        11 2 13

PORTLAOISE           78 15 4 1 1 99

RATHDOWNEY           3 3

STRADBALLY           2 2

PORTLAOISE              Total 128 23 4 1 1 157

TULLAMORE              CLARA                4 1 5

DAINGEAN             2 2

EDENDERRY            13 2 15

RHODE                1 1

TULLAMORE            55 10 1 1 67

TULLAMORE               Total 75 13 1 1 90

LAOIS/OFFALY  Total 242 43 5 3 1 294

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  BALLYLANDERS         1 1

BRUFF                22 4 1 27

BRUREE               1 1

CAPPAMORE            2 1 3

HOSPITAL             2 2

KILMALLOCK           5 1 6

MURROE               3 3

OOLA                 1 1

PALLAS               2 2

BRUFF                   Total 39 6 1 46

HENRY STREET           ARDNACRUSHA          3 3

CASTLECONNELL        5 1 6

HENRY STREET         210 32 4 2 1 249
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MARY STREET          4 1 5

MAYORSTONE PARK      64 10 1 75

HENRY STREET      Total 286 44 5 2 1 338

NEWCASTLE WEST         ABBEYFEALE           8 2 10

ADARE                2 2

ASKEATON             19 3 22

ATHEA                1 1

BALLINGARRY          1 1

CROOM                3 3

DRUMCOLLOGHER        1 1 2

FOYNES               2 2

GLIN                 1 1

NEWCASTLE WEST       23 3 1 1 28

RATHKEALE            5 1 6

NEWCASTLE WEST          Total 66 10 1 1 78

ROXBORO ROAD           BALLYNEETY           2 2

CAHERCONLISH         2 2

PATRICKSWELL         2 2

ROXBORO ROAD         113 17 2 1 133

ROXBORO ROAD            Total 119 17 2 1 139

LIMERICK  Total 510 77 8 5 1 601

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  ARDEE                21 5 1 1 28

CASTLEBELLINGHAM     3 1 4

COLLON               4 2 6

LOUTH                1 1

ARDEE                             Total 29 8 1 1 39

DROGHEDA               CLOUGHERHEAD         3 1 4

DROGHEDA             76 13 2 1 1 93

DUNLEER              5 1 6

DROGHEDA                     Total 84 15 2 1 1 103

DUNDALK                BLACKROCK            3 1 4

CARLINGFORD          5 1 6

DRUMAD               6 1 7

DUNDALK              99 18 3 1 121

HACKBALLSCROSS       4 1 5

OMEATH               4 4

DUNDALK                 Total 121 22 3 1 147

LOUTH  Total 234 45 6 3 1 289

MAYO                     BALLINA                BALLINA              39 6 1 46

BONNICONLON          1 1

CROSSMOLINA          4 1 5

KILLALA              2 2

BALLINA                 Total 46 7 1 54

BELMULLET              BALLYCROY            1 1

BANGOR ERRIS         3 3

BÉAL AN MHUIRTHEAD   22 3 1 1 27

GLEANN NA MUAIDHE    1 1

BELMULLET               Total 27 3 1 1 32

CASTLEBAR              BALLA                2 2

CASTLEBAR            58 15 2 1 1 77

PARTRY               2 1 3

CASTLEBAR               Total 62 16 2 1 1 82

CLAREMORRIS            BALLINDINE           1 1

BALLINROBE           8 2 10

CLAREMORRIS          30 6 1 37

CONG                 1 1

KNOCK                1 1

SHRULE               1 1

CLAREMORRIS             Total 42 8 1 51
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SWINFORD               BALLYHAUNIS          8 1 9

CHARLESTOWN          4 1 5

FOXFORD              2 2

KILKELLY             6 6

KILTIMAGH            1 1

SWINFORD             24 2 1 27

SWINFORD                Total 44 5 1 50

WESTPORT               ACHILL SOUND         2 1 3

KEEL                 1 1

LOUISBURGH           1 1 2

NEWPORT              2 2

WESTPORT             24 3 1 28

WESTPORT                Total 30 5 1 36

MAYO Total 251 44 3 6 1 305

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              ASHBOURNE            37 5 1 1 44

DULEEK               4 1 5

DUNBOYNE             14 1 15

DUNSHAUGHLIN         18 3 21

LAYTOWN              19 4 23

ASHBOURNE               Total 92 14 1 1 108

KELLS                  BAILE ÁTHA BUÍ       3 3

KELLS                39 7 46

OLDCASTLE            4 4

KELLS                   Total 46 7 53

NAVAN                  NAVAN                60 12 3 1 1 77

NOBBER               3 1 4

SLANE                3 1 4

NAVAN                   Total 66 14 3 1 1 85

TRIM                   BALLIVOR             2 1 3

ENFIELD              6 1 7

LONGWOOD             1 1

SUMMERHILL           2 1 3

TRIM                 27 5 1 1 34

TRIM                    Total 38 8 1 1 48

MEATH  Total 242 43 5 3 1 294

ROSCOMMON/LONGFORD     BOYLE                  BOYLE                21 5 1 27

ELPHIN               1 1

KEADUE               1 1

ROOSKY               3 1 4

STROKESTOWN          4 2 6

BOYLE                   Total 30 8 1 39

CASTLEREA              BALLAGHADERREEN      7 1 8

BALLINLOUGH          2 2

CASTLEREA            24 8 1 1 34

FRENCHPARK           1 1

TULSK                1 1

CASTLEREA               Total 35 9 1 1 46

GRANARD                DRUMLISH             2 2

EDGEWORTHSTOWN       8 1 9

GRANARD              20 5 1 26

SMEAR                1 1

GRANARD                 Total 31 6 1 38

LONGFORD               BALLYMAHON           5 1 6

KENAGH               1 1

LANESBORO            5 2 7

LONGFORD             53 9 1 63

LONGFORD                Total 64 12 1 77

ROSCOMMON              ATHLEAGUE            1 1

CLONARK              7 1 8
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ROSCOMMON            60 12 3 1 1 77

TAUGHMACONNELL       1 1

ROSCOMMON        Total 69 13 3 1 1 87

ROSCOMMON/ LONFORD  Total 229 48 4 5 1 287

SLIGO/LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              BALLYMOTE            24 5 1 30

ENNISCRONE           7 1 8

GURTEEN              1 1 2

RIVERSTOWN           2 1 3

TUBBERCURRY          5 1 6

BALLYMOTE               Total 39 9 1 49

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON     BALLINAMORE          6 1 7

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON   40 7 2 1 50

CARRIGALLEN          2 2

DRUMSHAMBO           6 2 8

KINLOUGH             4 1 5

MANORHAMILTON        21 4 25

MOHILL               6 1 7

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON   Total 85 16 2 1 104

SLIGO                  COLLOONEY            4 1 5

GRANGE               5 5

ROSSES POINT         1 1 2

SKREEN               1 1

SLIGO                114 19 5 1 1 1 141

SLIGO                   Total 125 21 5 1 1 1 154

SLIGO/LEITRIM  Total 249 46 8 2 1 1 307

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  ARDFINNAN            1 1 2

BALLYPOREEN          1 1

CAHIR                42 6 1 1 50

CASHEL               11 3 14

CLOGHEEN             1 1

CAHIR                   Total 56 10 1 1 68

CLONMEL                CARRICK-ON-SUIR      15 2 17

CLONMEL              42 8 1 1 52

FETHARD              1 1 2

KILSHEELAN           1 1

MULLINAHONE          1 1

CLONMEL            Total 60 11 1 1 73

NENAGH                 BORRISOKANE          4 2 6

CLOUGHJORDAN         1 1

NENAGH               30 5 1 1 37

NEWPORT              10 1 11

PORTROE              1 1

TOOMEVARA            1 1

NENAGH                  Total 46 9 1 1 57

TEMPLEMORE             BORRISOLEIGH         1 1 2

MONEYGALL            1 1

ROSCREA              15 3 18

TEMPLEMORE           27 3 1 31

TEMPLETUOHY          1 1

TEMPLEMORE         Total 45 7 1 53

THURLES                BALLINGARRY SOUTH    1 1

KILLENAULE           3 1 4

LITTLETON            1 1

THURLES              63 10 2 1 1 77

THURLES                 Total 68 11 2 1 1 83

TIPPERARY TOWN         BANSHA               1 1

CAPPAWHITE           1 1

GOLDEN               1 1

TIPPERARY TOWN       25 7 1 1 34
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TIPPERARY TOWN          Total 28 7 1 1 37

TIPPERARY  Total 303 55 6 6 1 371

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              AGLISH               1 1

AN RINN              1 1

ARDMORE              2 2

BALLYMACARBERRY      1 1

CAPPOQUIN            2 2

DUNGARVAN            38 5 1 1 45

LISMORE              2 1 3

TALLOW               2 1 3

DUNGARVAN               Total 49 7 1 1 58

TRAMORE                KILMACTHOMAS         6 2 8

KILMEADEN            1 1

LEAMYBRIEN           1 1

TRAMORE              31 4 1 36

TRAMORE                 Total 39 6 1 46

WATERFORD              DUNMORE EAST         2 2

FERRYBANK            5 1 6

PASSAGE EAST         1 1

WATERFORD            138 23 4 2 1 168

WATERFORD               Total 146 24 4 2 1 177

WATERFORD  Total 234 37 5 4 1 281

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                ATHLONE              54 6 2 1 63

BALLYMORE            1 1

GLASSON              2 2

KILBEGGAN            3 1 4

MOATE                15 3 18

ATHLONE                 Total 75 10 2 1 88

MULLINGAR              BALLYNACARGY         2 2

CASTLEPOLLARD        3 1 4

DELVIN               10 2 12

KILLUCAN             5 5

KINNEGAD             4 1 5

MULLINGAR            102 20 5 1 1 1 130

MULTYFARNHAM         2 2

ROCHFORTBRIDGE       3 1 4

MULLINGAR               Total 131 25 5 1 1 1 164

WESTMEATH  Total 206 35 7 2 1 1 252

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            BLACKWATER           2 2

CLONROCHE            1 1

ENNISCORTHY          28 5 1 1 35

FERNS                2 2

OYLEGATE             1 1

ENNISCORTHY             Total 32 7 1 1 41

GOREY                  BUNCLODY             7 1 8

COURTOWN HARBOUR     2 2

GOREY                39 8 1 1 49

GOREY                   Total 48 9 1 1 59

NEW ROSS               BALLYCULLANE         2 2

CARRICKBYRNE         2 2

CARRICK-ON-BANNOW    1 1

DUNCANNON            3 1 4

NEW ROSS             33 6 1 1 41

NEW ROSS                Total 41 7 1 1 50

WEXFORD                CASTLEBRIDGE         2 1 3

KILMORE QUAY         3 1 4

ROSSLARE HARBOUR     6 6

ROSSLARE STRAND      1 1 2

TAGHMON              3 3
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WEXFORD              72 13 2 1 1 89

WEXFORD                 Total 87 16 2 1 1 107

WEXFORD  Total 208 39 5 4 1 257

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            BALTINGLASS          28 5 1 34

BLESSINGTON          18 3 21

CARNEW               3 1 4

DUNLAVIN             2 2

SHILLELAGH           1 1

TINAHELY             2 2

BALTINGLASS         Total 54 9 1 64

BRAY                   BRAY                 102 16 5 1 1 125

ENNISKERRY           5 1 6

GREYSTONES           29 4 33

NEWTOWNMOUNTKEN-
NEDY  

3 1 4

BRAY                    Total 139 22 5 1 1 168

WICKLOW                ARKLOW               28 4 1 33

ASHFORD              7 2 9

AUGHRIM              2 2

AVOCA                2 2

RATHDRUM             3 1 4

ROUNDWOOD            3 1 4

WICKLOW              40 6 1 1 48

WICKLOW            Total 85 14 2 1 102

WICKLOW  Total 278 45 8 2 1 334

Reply to PQ 2049/13 of 17 January 2013

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda 
Síochána on 31 December 2010, 2011 and 2012 was 14,377, 13,894 and 13,424 respectfully.  
The attached spreadsheets show the strength of each Garda station throughout the country on 
those dates. Also shown in three separate spreadsheets are the opening hours of each Garda 
Station in 2010, 2011 and 2012. The Deputy should note that the opening hours of rural Garda 
Stations are subject to manpower availability.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

While the moratorium continues to apply to the Garda Síochána, the question of when re-
cruitment to the Garda Síochána should resume will be kept under continuing review in the con-
text of retirements and the availability of resources. I will remain in dialogue with my colleague 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on this, but what is vital now is that the still 
significant resources of the Force are used with maximum efficiency and to the greatest effect.  
That is why the reforms being introduced by the Garda Commissioner, such as new rosters and 
the rationalisation of the Garda station and District networks, are essential.   

Personnel Strength of An Garda Síochána on 31 December 2010 - Rank
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D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              BLACKROCK               4 12 80 96

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              DUNDRUM                 1 9 68 78

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              STEPASIDE                3 28 31

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              Total    5 24 176 205

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

CABINTEELY              1 6 32 39

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

DALKEY                   2 29 31

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

DUN LAOGHAIRE         1 2 3 19 87 112

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

KILL-O-GRANGE            2 26 28

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

SHANKILL                1 10 47 58

D.M.R. EAST              DUN 
LAOGHAIRE          

Total  1 2 5 39 221 268

D.M.R. EAST              Total   1 2 10 63 397 473

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             BALBRIGGAN             1 3 6 58 68

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             GARRISTOWN               1 2 3

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             LUSK                     1 6 7

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             RUSH                     1 4 5

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             SKERRIES                 1 10 11

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             Total   1 3 10 80 94

D.M.R. NORTH             BALLYMUN               BALLYMUN              1 1 2 24 100 128

D.M.R. NORTH             BALLYMUN               DUBLIN AIRPORT           4 18 22

D.M.R. NORTH             BALLYMUN               SANTRY                  3 9 70 82

D.M.R. NORTH             BALLYMUN               WHITEHALL               2 6 36 44

D.M.R. NORTH             BALLYMUN               Total  1 1 7 43 224 276

D.M.R. NORTH             COOLOCK                COOLOCK                1 5 13 101 120

D.M.R. NORTH             COOLOCK                MALAHIDE                 5 32 37

D.M.R. NORTH             COOLOCK                SWORDS                  1 12 71 84

D.M.R. NORTH             COOLOCK                Total   1 6 30 204 241

D.M.R. NORTH             RAHENY                 CLONTARF                1 10 68 79

D.M.R. NORTH             RAHENY                 HOWTH                   1 5 32 38

D.M.R. NORTH             RAHENY                 RAHENY                 1 3 8 63 75

D.M.R. NORTH             RAHENY                 Total   1 5 23 163 192

D.M.R. NORTH             Total   1 4 21 106 671 803

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

BRIDEWELL              BRIDEWELL              1 7 32 138 178

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

BRIDEWELL              FIXED PENALTY 
OFFICE 

     1 1

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

BRIDEWELL              Total   1 7 32 139 179

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

FITZGIBBON 
STREET      

FITZGIBBON 
STREET    

  1 4 14 96 115

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

FITZGIBBON 
STREET      

MOUNTJOY                 11 89 100

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

FITZGIBBON 
STREET      

Total   1 4 25 185 215

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

STORE STREET           IMMIGRATION D/
DOCKS  

    1 7 8

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

STORE STREET           STORE STREET          1 2 5 33 250 291

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

STORE STREET           Total  1 2 5 34 257 299

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

Total   1 4 16 91 581 693
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D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                CRUMLIN               1 2 5 17 82 107

D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                SUNDRIVE ROAD            11 66 77

D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                Total  1 2 5 28 148 184

D.M.R. SOUTH             RATHMINES              RATHMINES                8 60 68

D.M.R. SOUTH             RATHMINES              TERENURE               1 6 16 82 105

D.M.R. SOUTH             RATHMINES              Total   1 6 24 142 173

D.M.R. SOUTH             TALLAGHT               RATHFARNHAM              8 68 76

D.M.R. SOUTH             TALLAGHT               TALLAGHT               1 5 19 174 199

D.M.R. SOUTH             TALLAGHT               Total   1 5 27 242 275

D.M.R. SOUTH             Total   1 4 16 79 532 632

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

DONNYBROOK             DONNYBROOK             1 3 12 115 131

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

DONNYBROOK             IRISHTOWN               1 9 45 55

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

DONNYBROOK             Total   1 4 21 160 186

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

KEVIN STREET           KEVIN STREET           1 6 13 136 156

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

KEVIN STREET           KILMAINHAM               16 67 83

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

KEVIN STREET           Total   1 6 29 203 239

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

PEARSE 
STREET          

HARCOURT TER-
RACE     

    9 71 80

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

PEARSE 
STREET          

PEARSE STREET         1 2 7 33 223 266

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

PEARSE 
STREET          

Total  1 2 7 42 294 346

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

Total   1 4 17 92 657 771

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

BLANCHARD-
STOWN       

 1 2 4 31 157 195

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

CABRA                    8 60 68

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

FINGLAS                 3 14 105 122

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

Total  1 2 7 53 322 385

D.M.R. WEST              CLONDALKIN             BALLYFERMOT             2 13 84 99

D.M.R. WEST              CLONDALKIN             CLONDALKIN             1 3 13 83 100

D.M.R. WEST              CLONDALKIN             RATHCOOLE                2 26 28

D.M.R. WEST              CLONDALKIN             Total   1 5 28 193 227

D.M.R. WEST              LUCAN                  LUCAN                  1 3 9 67 80

D.M.R. WEST              LUCAN                  RONANSTOWN              1 14 81 96

D.M.R. WEST              LUCAN                  Total   1 4 23 148 176

D.M.R. WEST              Total   1 4 16 104 663 788

KILDARE                  KILDARE                ATHY                    1 5 23 29

KILDARE                  KILDARE                BALLYTORE                 2 2

KILDARE                  KILDARE                CASTLEDERMOT             1 2 3

KILDARE                  KILDARE                KILDARE                1 1 4 27 33

KILDARE                  KILDARE                MONASTEREVIN             1 3 4

KILDARE                  KILDARE                NEWBRIDGE                6 39 45

KILDARE                  KILDARE                RATHANGAN                1 3 4

KILDARE                  KILDARE                Total   1 2 18 99 120

KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                CARBURY                   4 4

KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                CELBRIDGE                2 16 18

KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                KILCOCK                   8 8
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KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                LEIXLIP                1 1 5 28 35

KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                MAYNOOTH                 1 14 15

KILDARE                  LEIXLIP                Total   1 1 8 70 80

KILDARE                  NAAS                   BALLYMORE EU-
STACE    

     1 1

KILDARE                  NAAS                   CLANE                    2 8 10

KILDARE                  NAAS                   KILCULLEN                 2 2

KILDARE                  NAAS                   KILL                     1 3 4

KILDARE                  NAAS                   NAAS                  1 1 1 14 84 101

KILDARE                  NAAS                   ROBERTSTOWN              1 4 5

KILDARE                  NAAS                   Total  1 1 1 18 102 123

KILDARE                  Total   1 3 4 44 271 323

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              ABBEYLEIX                5 21 26

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              ARLES                     2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              BALLACOLLA                1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              BALLINAKILL               1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              BALLYLINAN               1 3 4

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              BORRIS-IN-OSSORY          1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              DURROW                    2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              RATHDOWNEY               1 3 4

LEIX / OFFALY            ABBEYLEIX              Total     7 34 41

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   BANAGHER                 1 4 5

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   BIRR                   1  6 23 30

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   CLOGHAN                   1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   FERBANE                  1 4 5

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   KILCORMAC                 2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   KINNITTY                  1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   SHANNONBRIDGE             1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   SHINRONE                  2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            BIRR                   Total   1  8 38 47

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             CLONASLEE                 2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             MOUNTMELLICK             1 6 7

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             MOUNTRATH                1 2 3

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             PORTARLINGTON            2 11 13

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             PORTLAOISE            1 1 3 19 84 108

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             STRADBALLY                2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            PORTLAOISE             Total  1 1 3 23 107 135

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              CLARA                    1 4 5

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              DAINGEAN                  1 1

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              EDENDERRY                3 10 13

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              RHODE                     2 2

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              TULLAMORE              1 2 11 62 76

LEIX / OFFALY            TULLAMORE              Total   1 2 15 79 97

LEIX / OFFALY            Total   1 3 5 53 258 320

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              ASHBOURNE              1 1 7 39 48

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              DUNBOYNE                 1 15 16

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              DUNSHAUGHLIN             4 20 24

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              Total   1 1 12 74 88

MEATH                    KELLS                  ATHBOY                   1 4 5

MEATH                    KELLS                  CROSSAKEEL                1 1

MEATH                    KELLS                  KELLS                  1  8 43 52

MEATH                    KELLS                  OLDCASTLE                1 3 4

MEATH                    KELLS                  Total   1  10 51 62
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MEATH                    LAYTOWN                DULEEK                   1 3 4

MEATH                    LAYTOWN                LAYTOWN                1  4 20 25

MEATH                    LAYTOWN                Total   1  5 23 29

MEATH                    NAVAN                  NAVAN                 1 1 4 11 60 77

MEATH                    NAVAN                  NOBBER                    3 3

MEATH                    NAVAN                  SLANE                    1 3 4

MEATH                    NAVAN                  Total  1 1 4 12 66 84

MEATH                    TRIM                   BALLIVOR                 1 2 3

MEATH                    TRIM                   ENFIELD                  1 6 7

MEATH                    TRIM                   KILMESSAN                 1 1

MEATH                    TRIM                   LONGWOOD                 1 1 2

MEATH                    TRIM                   SUMMERHILL               1 2 3

MEATH                    TRIM                   TRIM                   1  5 28 34

MEATH                    TRIM                   Total   1  9 40 50

MEATH                    Total   1 5 5 48 254 313

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                ATHLONE                1 2 8 56 67

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                BALLINAHOWN               1 1

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                BALLYMORE                 2 2

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                GLASSON                   2 2

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                KILBEGGAN                1 3 4

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                MOATE                    3 14 17

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                Total   1 2 12 78 93

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              BALLYNACARGY              2 2

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              CASTLEPOLLARD            1 2 3

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              CASTLETOWN 
GEOGHEGAN 

     1 1

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              DELVIN                   2 12 14

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              FINEA                     1 1

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              KILLUCAN                  5 5

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              KINNEGAD                 1 5 6

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              MULLINGAR            1 1 1 5 19 104 131

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              MULTYFARNHAM              1 1

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              ROCHFORTBRIDGE           1 4 5

WESTMEATH                MULLINGAR              Total 1 1 1 5 24 137 169

WESTMEATH                Total  1 1 2 7 36 215 262

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            BALTINGLASS            1 1 6 31 39

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            BLESSINGTON              2 15 17

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            CARNEW                   1 3 4

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            DONARD                    1 1

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            DUNLAVIN                  2 2

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            HOLLYWOOD                 1 1

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            SHILLELAGH                1 1

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            TINAHELY                  2 2

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            Total   1 1 9 56 67

WICKLOW                  BRAY                   BRAY                  1 1 5 16 110 133

WICKLOW                  BRAY                   ENNISKERRY               1 5 6

WICKLOW                  BRAY                   GREYSTONES               5 31 36

WICKLOW                  BRAY                   NEWTOWNMOUNT-
KENNEDY  

    1 2 3

WICKLOW                  BRAY                   Total  1 1 5 23 148 178

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                ARKLOW                  1 5 30 36

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                ASHFORD                  2 10 12

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                AUGHRIM                   2 2
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WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                AVOCA                    1 2 3

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                RATHDRUM                 1 4 5

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                ROUNDWOOD                1 3 4

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                WICKLOW                1 1 5 41 48

WICKLOW                  WICKLOW                Total   1 2 15 92 110

WICKLOW                  Total   1 3 8 47 296 355

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             BAILIEBORO             1 1 8 30 40

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             BALLYJAMESDUFF           1 3 4

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             COOTEHILL                1 8 9

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             KINGSCOURT               1 5 6

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             MULLAGH                   1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             SHERCOCK                 1 1 2

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             VIRGINIA                 1 4 5

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             Total   1 1 13 52 67

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

BALLYCONNELL           1  5 23 29

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

BAWNBOY                   1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

BELTURBET                1 3 4

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

BLACKLION                1 3 4

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

DOWRA                    1  1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

KILLESHANDRA             1 1 2

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

SWANLINBAR               1 1 2

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BALLYCON-
NELL           

Total   1  10 32 43

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

BALLYBAY                 1 4 5

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

CARRICKMACROSS         1 1 7 42 51

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

CASTLEBLANEY             4 20 24

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

CORRINSHIGAGH            1 1 2

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

ROCKCORRY                 1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

SHANTONAGH               1 1 2

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

Total   1 1 14 69 85

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  ARVA                     1 2 3

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  BALLINAGH                1 2 3

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  CAVAN                  1 2 10 56 69

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  KILNALECK                1 3 4
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CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  REDHILLS                  1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  STRADONE                  1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

CAVAN                  Total   1 2 13 65 81

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               CLONES                   1 8 9

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               CLONTIBRET               1  1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               EMYVALE                  1 3 4

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               MONAGHAN              1 2 2 15 77 97

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               NEWBLISS                  1 1

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               SCOTSTOWN                1 2 3

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

MONAGHAN               Total  1 2 2 19 91 115

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

Total   1 6 6 69 309 391

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

BALLINTRA                 2 2

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

BALLYSHANNON           1 1 7 38 47

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

BUNDORAN                 1 7 8

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

DONEGAL TOWN             5 29 34

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

MOUNT-
CHARLES         

     1 1

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

NA CEALLA BEAGA          1 5 6

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

PETTIGO                   1 1

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHAN-
NON           

Total   1 1 14 83 99

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               BUNCRANA               1 1 6 49 57

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               BURNFOOT                 1 4 5

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               CARNDONAGH               1 2 3

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               CLONMANY                  2 2

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               MALIN                     4 4

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               MOVILLE                  1 5 6

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               MUFF                     1 3 4

DONEGAL                  BUNCRANA               Total   1 1 10 69 81

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               ANNAGRY                   1 1

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               ARDARA                   1 2 3

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               BUNBEAG                  1 10 11

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               BURTONPORT                1 1

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               CARRICK                  1 1 2

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               CLOUGHER                  1 1

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               DUNGLOE                  2 7 9

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               GLENTIES               1 1 3 24 29

DONEGAL                  GLENTIES               Total   1 1 8 47 57

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            BALLYBOFEY               3 22 25

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            BROCACH                   1 1

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            CARRIGANS                1 4 5
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DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            CASTLEFIN                1 3 4

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            CONVOY                   1 3 4

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            LETTERKENNY           1 1 4 18 90 114

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            LIFFORD                  2 14 16

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            NEWTOWNCUN-
NINGHAM    

    1 3 4

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            RAPHOE                   1 1 2

DONEGAL                  LETTERKENNY            Total  1 1 4 28 141 175

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                CARRIGART                1 2 3

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                CHURCHILL                 1 1

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                CRAOSLOCH                 1 1

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                DUNFANAGHY                3 3

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                FALCARRAGH               1 7 8

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                KERRYKEEL                1 3 4

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                KILMACRENNAN             1 1 2

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                MILFORD                1  2 24 27

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                RAMELTON                 1 3 4

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                RATHMULLEN                1 1

DONEGAL                  MILFORD                Total   1  7 46 54

DONEGAL                  Total   1 5 7 67 386 466

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  ARDEE                  1 1 7 22 31

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  CASTLEBELLING-
HAM     

     3 3

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  COLLON                   1 5 6

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  LOUTH                    1  1

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  Total   1 1 9 30 41

LOUTH                    DROGHEDA               CLOUGHERHEAD             1 3 4

LOUTH                    DROGHEDA               DROGHEDA              1 1 1 13 84 100

LOUTH                    DROGHEDA               DUNLEER                  1 4 5

LOUTH                    DROGHEDA               Total  1 1 1 15 91 109

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                BLACKROCK                1 4 5

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                CARLINGFORD              1 5 6

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                DROMAD                   1 6 7

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                DUNDALK                1 3 21 108 133

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                HACKBALLSCROSS           2 6 8

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                OMEATH                   1 4 5

LOUTH                    DUNDALK                Total   1 3 27 133 164

LOUTH                    Total   1 3 5 51 254 314

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              ACLARE                   1 1 2

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              BALLYFARNAN               1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              BALLYMOTE               1 3 23 27

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              BUNNANADDEN               1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              EASKEY                    2 2

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              ENNISCRONE               1 4 5

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              GURTEEN                  1 1 2

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              RIVERSTOWN               1 1 2

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              TUBBERCURRY              1 6 7

SLIGO / LEITRIM          BALLYMOTE              Total    1 8 40 49

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

BALLINAMORE              1 5 6

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON   

  1 1 5 37 44

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

CARRIGALLEN               1 1
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SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

CLOONE                    1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

DROMOD                    1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

KESHCARRIGAN              1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

MOHILL                    5 5

SLIGO / LEITRIM          CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

Total   1 1 6 51 59

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

DROMAHAIR                1 2 3

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

DRUMKERRIN               1 2 3

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

DRUMSHAMBO                4 4

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

GLENFARNE                 1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

KILTYCLOGHER              1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

KINLOUGH                 1 4 5

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

MANORHAMILTON          1  3 16 20

SLIGO / LEITRIM          MANORHAM-
ILTON          

Total   1  6 30 37

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  CLIFFONEY                 1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  COLLOONEY                1 4 5

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  COOLANEY                 1  1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  GRANGE                   1 4 5

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  ROSSES POINT             1 1 2

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  SKREEN                    1 1

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  SLIGO                1 1 2 6 22 128 160

SLIGO / LEITRIM          SLIGO                  Total 1 1 2 6 26 139 175

SLIGO / LEITRIM          Total  1 1 4 8 46 260 320

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 BALLON                    1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 BORRIS                    2 2

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 CARLOW                 1 1 9 66 77

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 HACKETSTOWN               1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 LEIGHLINBRIDGE            2 2

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 MUINEBHEAG               2 9 11

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 MYSHALL                   1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 RATHVILLY                 1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 TULLOW                   2 16 18

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

CARLOW                 Total   1 1 13 99 114

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               CALLAN                   1 5 6

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               CASTLECOMER              3 11 14
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KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               FRESHFORD                 1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               JOHNSTOWN                2 1 3

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               KILKENNY             1 1 2 3 12 86 105

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               URLINGFORD                1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

KILKENNY               Total 1 1 2 3 18 105 130

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             BALLYHALE                 1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             BENNETSBRIDGE             1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             GLENMORE                  1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             GORESBRIDGE               2 2

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             GRAIGUENAMAN-
AGH      

    2 5 7

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             INISTIOGE                 1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             KILMACOW                  1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             KILMOGANNY                1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             MOONCOIN                  8 8

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             MULLINAVAT               1 5 6

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             PILTOWN                   1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             STONYFORD                 1 1

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             THOMASTOWN             1 2 7 32 42

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

THOMASTOWN             Total   1 2 10 60 73

KILKENNY/CAR-
LOW          

Total  1 1 4 6 41 264 317

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  ARDFINNAN                1 1 2

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  BALLYPOREEN               1 1

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  CAHIR                  1 1 5 36 43

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  CASHEL                   3 11 14

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  CLOGHEEN                  1 1

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  NEW INN                   1 1

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  Total   1 1 9 51 62

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                CARRICK-ON-SUIR          1 14 15

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                CLONMEL                1 1 6 43 51

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                FETHARD                  1 2 3

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                GRANGEMOCKLER             1 1

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                KILSHEELAN                1 1

TIPPERARY                CLONMEL                Total   1 1 8 61 71

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 BORRISOKANE              2 4 6

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 CLOUGHJORDAN              1 1

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 LORRHA                    1 1

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 NENAGH                 1 1 5 31 38

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 NEWPORT                  2 9 11
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TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 PORTROE                   1 1

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 TOOMEVARA                1 1 2

TIPPERARY                NENAGH                 Total   1 1 10 48 60

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             BORRISOLEIGH             1  1

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             MONEYGALL                 1 1

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             MOYNE                    1 1 2

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             REARCROSS                 1 1

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             ROSCREA                  2 18 20

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             TEMPLEMORE             1  4 33 38

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             TEMPLETUOHY               1 1

TIPPERARY                TEMPLEMORE             Total   1  8 55 64

TIPPERARY                THURLES                BALLINGARRY 
SOUTH    

     2 2

TIPPERARY                THURLES                G.C.V.U.               1  4  5

TIPPERARY                THURLES                HOLYCROSS                 1 1

TIPPERARY                THURLES                KILLENAULE               1 4 5

TIPPERARY                THURLES                LITTLETON                 1 1

TIPPERARY                THURLES                THURLES               1 1 2 10 61 75

TIPPERARY                THURLES                Total  1 2 2 15 69 89

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

BANSHA                    1 1

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

CAPPAWHITE                1 1

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

DUNDRUM                   1 1

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

EMLY                      1 1

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

GOLDEN                    1 1

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

TIPPERARY TOWN         1 1 7 23 32

TIPPERARY                TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

Total   1 1 7 28 37

TIPPERARY                Total   1 7 6 57 312 383

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              AGLISH                    1 1

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              ARDMORE                   2 2

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              BALLYDUFF                1  1

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              BALLYMACAR-
BERRY      

     2 2

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              CAPPOQUIN                 2 2

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              DUNGARVAN              1 1 7 41 50

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              LISMORE                  1 4 5

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              RING                      1 1

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              TALLOW                   1 2 3

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              Total   1 1 10 55 67

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                KILL                      1 1

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                KILMACTHOMAS             1 4 5

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                KILMEADEN                 2 2

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                LEAMYBRIEN                1 1

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                PORTLAW                  1 2 3

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                RATHGORMACK               1 1

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                TRAMORE                1  5 32 38

WATERFORD                TRAMORE                Total   1  7 43 51

WATERFORD                WATERFORD              DUNMORE EAST             1 2 3

WATERFORD                WATERFORD              FERRYBANK                1 6 7
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WATERFORD                WATERFORD              PASSAGE EAST              1 1

WATERFORD                WATERFORD              WATERFORD             1 2 4 25 141 173

WATERFORD                WATERFORD              Total  1 2 4 27 150 184

WATERFORD                Total   1 4 5 44 248 302

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            BLACKWATER               1 2 3

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            CLONROCHE                1 1 2

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            ENNISCORTHY            1 1 6 32 40

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            FERNS                    1 2 3

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            KILTEALY                  1 1

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            OULART                    1 1

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            OYLEGATE                 1 2 3

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            Total   1 1 10 41 53

WEXFORD                  GOREY                  BUNCLODY                 2 6 8

WEXFORD                  GOREY                  COURTOWN HAR-
BOUR     

     2 2

WEXFORD                  GOREY                  GOREY                  1 1 8 43 53

WEXFORD                  GOREY                  Total   1 1 10 51 63

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               BALLYCULLANE              2 2

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               CAMPILE                   2 2

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               CARRICK-ON-BAN-
NOW    

     1 1

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               CARRICKBYRNE             1 1 2

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               DUNCANNON                1 3 4

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               NEW ROSS               1 1 4 34 40

WEXFORD                  NEW ROSS               Total   1 1 6 43 51

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                BALDWINSTOWN              1 1

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                CASTLEBRIDGE             1 2 3

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                GLYNN                     1 1

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                KILMORE QUAY             1 1 2

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                ROSSLARE HAR-
BOUR     

    1 6 7

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                ROSSLARE STRAND          1 1 2

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                TAGHMON                   3 3

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                WEXFORD               1 1 2 13 78 95

WEXFORD                  WEXFORD                Total  1 1 2 17 93 114

WEXFORD                  Total   1 4 5 43 228 281

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

ANGLESEA STREET      1 1 3 9 42 219 275

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

BARRACK STREET           5 16 21

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

BLACKROCK                4 26 30

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

BRIDEWELL                5 17 22

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

Total 1 1 3 9 56 278 348

CORK CITY                GUR-
RANABRAHER          

BALLINCOLLIG             3 20 23

CORK CITY                GUR-
RANABRAHER          

BLARNEY                  2 14 16

CORK CITY                GUR-
RANABRAHER          

GURRANABRAHER          1 1 6 52 60

CORK CITY                GUR-
RANABRAHER          

RATHDUFF GRE-
NAGH     

     2 2

CORK CITY                GUR-
RANABRAHER          

Total   1 1 11 88 101
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CORK CITY                MAYFIELD               MALLOW ROAD              1 4 5

CORK CITY                MAYFIELD               MAYFIELD               1 1 8 49 59

CORK CITY                MAYFIELD               WATERCOURSE 
ROAD     

    6 42 48

CORK CITY                MAYFIELD               Total   1 1 15 95 112

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 BISHOPSTOWN              3 19 22

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 CARRIGALINE              3 18 21

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 CROSSHAVEN               1 2 3

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 DOUGLAS                  4 23 27

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 PASSAGE WEST             1 3 4

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 TOGHER                 1 1 10 48 60

CORK CITY                TOGHER                 Total   1 1 22 113 137

CORK CITY                Total  1 1 6 12 104 574 698

CORK NORTH               COBH                   CARRIG NA BH-
FEAR     

     1 1

CORK NORTH               COBH                   CARRIGTWOHILL            1 2 3

CORK NORTH               COBH                   COBH                   1 1 6 31 39

CORK NORTH               COBH                   GLANMIRE                 4 17 21

CORK NORTH               COBH                   GLENVILLE                 1 1

CORK NORTH               COBH                   WATERGRASSHILL            1 1

CORK NORTH               COBH                   Total   1 1 11 53 66

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 BALLYNOE                  1 1

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE      

     2 2

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 FERMOY                1 1 1 10 47 60

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 KILDORRERY                1 1

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 KILWORTH                  2 2

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 MITCHELSTOWN             3 20 23

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 RATHCORMAC                1 1

CORK NORTH               FERMOY                 Total  1 1 1 13 74 90

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 BUTTEVANT                 2 2

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 CHARLEVILLE              3 15 18

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 DONERAILE                 2 2

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 GLANTAINE                 1 1

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 MALLOW                 1 1 7 37 46

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 MILFORD                  1 1 2

CORK NORTH               MALLOW                 Total   1 1 11 58 71

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               BALLYCOTTON               1 1

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               CLOYNE                    1 1

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               KILLEAGH                  1 1

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               MIDLETON               1 2 8 43 54

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               WHITEGATE                 1 1

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               YOUGHAL                  5 19 24

CORK NORTH               MIDLETON               Total   1 2 13 66 82

CORK NORTH               Total   1 4 5 48 251 309

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLINEEN                 2 2

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLINHASSIG              2 2

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLYFEARD                1 1

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BANDON                1 1 3 13 67 85

CORK WEST                BANDON                 INNISHANNON               1 1

CORK WEST                BANDON                 KILBRITTAIN               1 1

CORK WEST                BANDON                 KINSALE                  3 13 16

CORK WEST                BANDON                 TIMOLEAGUE                1 1
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CORK WEST                BANDON                 Total  1 1 3 16 88 109

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 ADRIGOLE                  1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 BALLYDEHOB                1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 BANTRY                 1 1 4 29 35

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 CASTLETOWNBERE           1 3 4

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 DRIMOLEAGUE               1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 DURRUS                    1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 GLENGARRIFF               1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 GOLEEN                    1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 KEALKIL                   1 1

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 SCHULL                   1 3 4

CORK WEST                BANTRY                 Total   1 1 6 42 50

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             BALTIMORE                 1 1

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             CLONAKILTY             1 1 4 22 28

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             DRINAGH                   1 1

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             DUNMANWAY                1 7 8

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             ROSSCARBERY               2 2

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             SKIBBEREEN               2 8 10

CORK WEST                CLONAKILTY             Total   1 1 7 41 50

CORK WEST                KANTURK                BOHERBUE                  1 1

CORK WEST                KANTURK                KANTURK                1  4 27 32

CORK WEST                KANTURK                KNOCKNAGREE               1 1

CORK WEST                KANTURK                MEELIN                    1 1

CORK WEST                KANTURK                MILLSTREET               2 10 12

CORK WEST                KANTURK                NEWMARKET                1 2 3

CORK WEST                KANTURK                RATHMORE                  1 1

CORK WEST                KANTURK                Total   1  7 43 51

CORK WEST                MACROOM                BALLINGEARY               1 1

CORK WEST                MACROOM                BALLYVOURNEY             1 2 3

CORK WEST                MACROOM                COACHFORD                1 1 2

CORK WEST                MACROOM                CROOKSTOWN               1 5 6

CORK WEST                MACROOM                INCHIGEELA                1 1

CORK WEST                MACROOM                MACROOM                1 1 6 35 43

CORK WEST                MACROOM                STUAKE                    1 1

CORK WEST                MACROOM                TARELTON                  1 1

CORK WEST                MACROOM                Total   1 1 9 47 58

CORK WEST                Total   1 5 6 45 261 318

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            BALLINSKELLIGS            1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            CAHERCIVEEN            1  3 20 24

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            CASTLEMAINE               1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            GLENBEIGH                 1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            KILLORGLIN               3 10 13

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            PORTMAGEE                 1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            SNEEM                    1 1 2

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            VALENTIA ISLAND           1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            WATERVILLE                1 1

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            Total   1  7 37 45

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              CASTLEISLAND             2 10 12

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              FARRANFORE                2 2

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              KENMARE                  1 8 9

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              KILGARVAN                 1 1

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              KILLARNEY              1 1 9 59 70

KERRY                    KILLARNEY              LAURAGH                   1 1
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KERRY                    KILLARNEY              Total   1 1 12 81 95

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               BALLYBUNION              2 8 10

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               BALLYDUFF                 1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               BALLYHEIGUE              1 1 2

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               BALLYLONGFORD             1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               BROSNA                    1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               KNOCKNA-
GOSHALL       

     1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               LISTOWEL               1 1 6 30 38

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               LIXNAW                    1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               MOYVANE                  1 1 2

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               TARBERT                   1 1

KERRY                    LISTOWEL               Total   1 1 10 46 58

KERRY                    TRALEE                 ABBEYDORNEY               1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 ANNASCAUL                 1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 ARDFERT                   2 2

KERRY                    TRALEE                 BALLYFERRITER             1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 CAMP                      1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 CASTLEGREGORY             1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 CLOCHAN                   1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 DINGLE                   2 7 9

KERRY                    TRALEE                 FENIT                     1 1

KERRY                    TRALEE                 TRALEE                1 1 3 20 93 118

KERRY                    TRALEE                 Total  1 1 3 22 109 136

KERRY                    Total   1 4 5 51 273 334

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               ADARE                     2 2

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               ASKEATON               1  3 18 22

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               CROOM                    1 3 4

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               FOYNES                    1 1

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               GLIN                      1 1

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               PALLASKENRY               1 1

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               RATHKEALE                1 6 7

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               SHANAGOLDEN               1 1

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               Total   1  5 33 39

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  BALLYLANDERS              1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  BRUFF                  1  4 19 24

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  BRUREE                    1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  CAPPAMORE                1 1 2

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  DOON                      1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  GALBALLY                  1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  HOSPITAL                  1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  KILFINANE                 1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  KILMALLOCK               1 5 6

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  MURROE                    3 3

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  OOLA                      1 1

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  PALLAS                    2 2

LIMERICK                 BRUFF                  Total   1  6 37 44

LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           ARDNACRUSHA               3 3

LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           CASTLECONNELL            1 3 4

LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           HENRY STREET          1 2 7 35 217 262

LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           MARY STREET              2 19 21

LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           MAYORSTONE 
PARK      

   1 12 73 86
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LIMERICK                 HENRY STREET           Total  1 2 8 50 315 376

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

ABBEYFEALE               2 7 9

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

ATHEA                     1 1

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

BALLINGARRY               1 1

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

CASTLETOWN 
CONYERS   

     1 1

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

DRUMCOLLOGHER            1 1 2

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

KILMEEDY                  1 1

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

NEWCASTLE WEST         1 1 4 22 28

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

TOURNAFULLA               1 1

LIMERICK                 NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

Total   1 1 7 35 44

LIMERICK                 ROXBORO 
ROAD           

CAHERCONLISH              1 1

LIMERICK                 ROXBORO 
ROAD           

ROXBORO ROAD           1 3 18 117 139

LIMERICK                 ROXBORO 
ROAD           

Total   1 3 18 118 140

LIMERICK                 Total   1 6 12 86 538 643

CLARE                    ENNIS                  CRUSHEEN                  2 2

CLARE                    ENNIS                  ENNIS                 1 1 4 15 104 125

CLARE                    ENNIS                  IMMIGRATION OF-
FICE   

     6 6

CLARE                    ENNIS                  LISSYCASEY                1 1

CLARE                    ENNIS                  NEWMARKET ON 
FERGUS  

    1 3 4

CLARE                    ENNIS                  QUIN                      2 2

CLARE                    ENNIS                  SHANNON                 1 8 52 61

CLARE                    ENNIS                  SIXMILEBRIDGE            1 3 4

CLARE                    ENNIS                  Total  1 1 5 25 173 205

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             BALLYVAUGHAN              1 1

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             COROFIN                   2 2

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             ENNISTYMON             1  2 20 23

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             INAGH                     1 1

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             LAHINCH                  1 2 3

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             LISDOONVARNA             1 1 2

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             MILTOWN MALBAY           1 2 3

CLARE                    ENNISTYMON             Total   1  5 29 35

CLARE                    KILLALOE               BROADFORD                 1 1

CLARE                    KILLALOE               KILLALOE                 5 27 32

CLARE                    KILLALOE               MOUNTSHANNON              1 1

CLARE                    KILLALOE               SCARIFF                  1 4 5

CLARE                    KILLALOE               TULLA                     2 2

CLARE                    KILLALOE               Total     6 35 41

CLARE                    KILRUSH                CARRIGAHOLT               1 1

CLARE                    KILRUSH                DOONBEG                   1 1

CLARE                    KILRUSH                KILDYSART                1 2 3

CLARE                    KILRUSH                KILKEE                   1 2 3

CLARE                    KILRUSH                KILMIHIL                  1 1

CLARE                    KILRUSH                KILRUSH                1  2 26 29
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CLARE                    KILRUSH                LABASHEEDA                1 1

CLARE                    KILRUSH                Total   1  4 34 39

CLARE                    Total   1 3 5 40 271 320

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            BALLINASLOE            1 1 7 38 47

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            BALLYGAR                 1 1 2

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            CREGGS                    1 1

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            KILCONNELL                1 1

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            MENLOUGH                  1 1

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            MOUNT BELLEW             2 8 10

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            MOYLOUGH                  1 1

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            Total   1 1 10 51 63

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                CARNA                    1 1 2

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                CLIFDEN                1  4 25 30

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                LENNAUN                   1 1

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                LETTERFRACK               1 1

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                MAAM                      2 2

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                RECESS                    1 1

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                ROUNDSTONE                1 1

GALWAY                   CLIFDEN                Total   1  5 32 38

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 ATHENRY                  1 4 5

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 CARN DOLLA                1 1

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 GALWAY               1 1 3 7 27 175 214

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 LOUGH GEORGE              1 1

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 MONIVEA                   1 1

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 ORANMORE                 4 30 34

GALWAY                   GALWAY                 Total 1 1 3 7 32 212 256

GALWAY                   GORT                   ARDRAHAN                  1 1

GALWAY                   GORT                   CRAUGHWELL               1 5 6

GALWAY                   GORT                   GORT                   1  4 23 28

GALWAY                   GORT                   KILCOLGAN                 1 1

GALWAY                   GORT                   KINVARA                  1 1 2

GALWAY                   GORT                   SHANAGLISH                1 1

GALWAY                   GORT                   Total   1  6 32 39

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               EYRECOURT                 1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               KILLIMOR                  1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               KILRICKLE                 1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               LOUGHREA               1 1 5 32 39

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               NEW INN                   1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               PORTUMNA                 3 6 9

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               TYNAGH                    1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               WOODFORD                  1 1

GALWAY                   LOUGHREA               Total   1 1 8 44 54

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               CARRAROE                 1 3 4

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               CILL RONAIN              1 2 3

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               INVERIN                   1 1

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               LEITIR MOR                1 1

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               MOYCULLEN                 2 2

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               ROS MUC                   1 1

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               SALTHILL               1 1 8 47 57

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               SPIDDLE                  1 2 3

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               UACHTARARD               1 5 6

GALWAY                   SALTHILL               Total   1 1 12 64 78

GALWAY                   TUAM                   BALLYMOE                  1 1
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GALWAY                   TUAM                   BARNADERG                 1 1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   COROFIN                  1  1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   DUNMORE                  2 4 6

GALWAY                   TUAM                   GLENAMADDY                1 1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   HEADFORD                 1 4 5

GALWAY                   TUAM                   KILCONLY                  1 1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   MILLTOWN                  1 1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   TUAM                   1 1 8 45 55

GALWAY                   TUAM                   WILLIAMSTOWN              1 1

GALWAY                   TUAM                   Total   1 1 12 59 73

GALWAY                   Total  1 1 9 11 85 494 601

MAYO                     BALLINA                BALLINA                1 1 5 41 48

MAYO                     BALLINA                BALLYCASTLE               1 1

MAYO                     BALLINA                CROSSMOLINA              1 3 4

MAYO                     BALLINA                KILLALA                   1 1

MAYO                     BALLINA                LAHARDANE                 1 1

MAYO                     BALLINA                Total   1 1 6 47 55

MAYO                     BELMULLET              BALLYCROY                 1 1

MAYO                     BELMULLET              BANGOR ERRIS             1 2 3

MAYO                     BELMULLET              BELLACORICK               1 1

MAYO                     BELMULLET              BELMULLET              1 1 3 14 19

MAYO                     BELMULLET              BLACKSOD                  1 1

MAYO                     BELMULLET              GLENAMOY                  1 1

MAYO                     BELMULLET              Total   1 1 4 20 26

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              BALLA                    1 1 2

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              BALLYGLASS                1 1

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              BALLYVARY                 1 1

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              CASTLEBAR             1  2 14 56 73

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              GARDA INFO SER-
VICES  

   1 2  3

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              PARTRY                   1 1 2

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              TOURMAKEADY               1 1

MAYO                     CASTLEBAR              Total  1  3 18 61 83

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            BALLINDINE                1 1

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            BALLINROBE               2 7 9

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            CLAREMORRIS            1  5 30 36

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            CONG                      1 1

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            HOLLYMOUNT                1 1

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            KNOCK                    1 1 2

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            SHRULE                    1 1

MAYO                     CLAREMORRIS            Total   1  8 42 51

MAYO                     SWINFORD               BALLYHAUNIS              2 8 10

MAYO                     SWINFORD               CHARLESTOWN              1 6 7

MAYO                     SWINFORD               FOXFORD                  1 2 3

MAYO                     SWINFORD               KILKELLY                 1 8 9

MAYO                     SWINFORD               KILTIMAGH                1 2 3

MAYO                     SWINFORD               SWINFORD               1  2 23 26

MAYO                     SWINFORD               Total   1  8 49 58

MAYO                     WESTPORT               ACHILL SOUND              2 2

MAYO                     WESTPORT               LOUISBURGH               1 1 2

MAYO                     WESTPORT               MULRANNY                  1 1

MAYO                     WESTPORT               NEWPORT                  1 2 3

MAYO                     WESTPORT               WESTPORT               1  3 26 30
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MAYO                     WESTPORT               Total   1  5 32 38

MAYO                     Total   1 5 5 49 251 311

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  BOYLE                  1  4 23 28

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  COOTEHALL                 1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  ELPHIN                   1 1 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  KEADUE                    1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  ROOSKY                   1 2 3

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  STROKESTOWN              1 3 4

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  TARMONBARRY               2 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  Total   1  7 33 41

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              BALLAGHADER-
REEN      

    1 6 7

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              BALLINLOUGH               2 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              BALLINTUBBER              1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              CASTLEREA              1 1 6 27 35

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              FRENCHPARK               1 2 3

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              LOUGHGLYNN                1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              TULSK                     1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

CASTLEREA              Total   1 1 8 40 50

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                ARDAGH                    1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                BALLINALEE                2 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                DRUMLISH                  2 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                EDGEWORTH-
STOWN       

    1 6 7

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                GRANARD                1  5 23 29

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                SMEAR                     1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

GRANARD                Total   1  6 35 42

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               BALLYMAHON               1 5 6

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               KENAGH                    1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               LANESBORO                2 4 6

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               LONGFORD               1 1 10 50 62

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               NEWTOWNCASHEL             1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

LONGFORD               Total   1 1 13 61 76
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Chief/ 
Supt

 Supt       Insp          Sergt            Garda                 Total

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              ATHLEAGUE                1 1 2

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              BALLYFORAN                1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              CLONARK                   1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              KNOCKCROGHERY            1 8 9

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              ROSCOMMON              1 3 12 62 78

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              TAUGHMACON-
NELL       

     1 1

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

ROSCOMMON              Total   1 3 14 74 92

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

Total    5 5 48 243 301

Personnel Strength of An Garda Síochana on 31 December 2011

Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             BAILIEBORO           30 8 1 1 40

BALLYJAMESDUFF       3 1 4

COOTEHILL            8 1 9

KINGSCOURT           5 1 6

MULLAGH              2 2

SHERCOCK             1 1 2

VIRGINIA             4 1 5

BAILIEBORO              
Total

53 13 1 1 68

BALLYCONNELL           BALLYCONNELL         23 4 1 28

BAWNBOY              1 1

BELTURBET            3 1 4

BLACKLION            2 1 3

DOWRA                1 1

KILLESHANDRA         1 1

SWANLINBAR           1 1

BALLYCONNELL            
Total

31 7 1 39

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

BALLYBAY             4 1 5

CARRICKMACROSS       36 8 1 1 46

CASTLEBLANEY         20 4 24

CORRINSHIGAGH        1 1

ROCKCORRY            1 1

SHANTONAGH           1 1 2

CARRICK-
MACROSS          
Total

63 14 1 1 79

CAVAN                  ARVA                 2 1 3

BALLINAGH            1 1 2

CAVAN                50 9 2 1 62

KILNALECK            3 1 4
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

REDHILLS             1 1

STRADONE             1 1

CAVAN                   
Total

58 12 2 1 73

MONAGHAN               CLONES               6 1 7

EMYVALE              3 1 4

MONAGHAN             67 15 2 2 86

NEWBLISS             1 1

SCOTSTOWN            2 1 3

MONAGHAN                
Total

79 18 2 2 101

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN          
Total

284 64 6 6 360

CLARE                    ENNIS                  CRUSHEEN             1 1

ENNIS                101 14 2 1 1 119

IMMIGRATION OF-
FICE   

5 5

LISSYCASEY           1 1

NEWMARKET ON 
FERGUS  

3 3

QUIN                 1 1

SHANNON              53 8 1 62

SIXMILEBRIDGE        3 1 4

ENNIS                   
Total

168 23 3 1 1 196

ENNISTYMON             BALLYVAUGHAN         1 1

COROFIN              1 1

ENNISTYMON           21 3 1 25

INAGH                1 1

LAHINCH              2 2

LISDOONVARNA         1 1

MILTOWN MALBAY       2 1 3

ENNISTYMON              
Total

29 4 1 34

KILLALOE               BROADFORD            1 1

KILLALOE             27 5 1 33

MOUNTSHANNON         1 1

SCARIFF              4 1 5

TULLA                2 2

KILLALOE                
Total

35 6 1 42

KILRUSH                KILDYSART            1 1

KILKEE               2 2

KILMIHIL             1 1

KILRUSH              27 4 1 32

KILRUSH                 
Total

31 4 1 36

CLARE                     
Total

263 37 4 3 1 308

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

ANGLESEA STREET      218 42 10 3 1 274

BARRACK STREET       17 5 22

BLACKROCK            25 4 29

BRIDEWELL            19 5 24
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

ANGLESEA 
STREET         Total

279 56 10 3 1 349

GURRANABRA-
HER          

BALLINCOLLIG         23 2 25

BLARNEY              15 2 17

GURRANABRAHER        47 6 1 1 55

RATHDUFF GRENAGH     2 2

GURRANABRA-
HER   Total

87 10 1 1 99

MAYFIELD               MALLOW ROAD          4 1 5

MAYFIELD             44 7 1 1 53

WATERCOURSE ROAD     45 7 52

MAYFIELD                
Total

93 15 1 1 110

TOGHER                 BISHOPSTOWN          20 4 24

CARRIGALINE          18 2 20

CROSSHAVEN           2 1 3

DOUGLAS              22 5 27

PASSAGE WEST         2 1 3

TOGHER               45 8 1 1 55

TOGHER                  
Total

109 21 1 1 132

CORK CITY                 
Total

568 102 13 6 1 690

CORK NORTH               COBH                   CARRIG NA BHFEAR     1 1

CARRIGTWOHILL        2 1 3

COBH                 30 6 1 1 38

GLANMIRE             18 4 22

GLENVILLE            1 1

WATERGRASSHILL       1 1

COBH                    
Total

53 11 1 1 66

FERMOY                 BALLYNOE             1 1

CASTLETOWNROCHE      2 2

FERMOY               46 8 1 1 56

KILDORRERY           1 1

KILWORTH             2 2

MITCHELSTOWN         20 3 23

RATHCORMAC           1 1

FERMOY                  
Total

73 11 1 1 86

MALLOW                 BUTTEVANT            1 1

CHARLEVILLE          14 3 17

DONERAILE            2 2

GLANTAINE            1 1

LISCARROLL           1 1

MALLOW               39 8 1 1 49

MILFORD              2 2

MALLOW                  
Total

60 11 1 1 73

MIDLETON               BALLYCOTTON          1 1

CLOYNE               1 1

KILLEAGH             1 1

MIDLETON             40 8 2 1 51

WHITEGATE            1 1
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

YOUGHAL              19 5 24

MIDLETON                
Total

63 13 2 1 79

CORK NORTH                
Total

249 46 5 4 304

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLINEEN            2 2

BALLINHASSIG         2 2

BALLYFEARD           1 1

BANDON               66 13 3 1 1 84

INNISHANNON          1 1

KILBRITTAIN          1 1

KINSALE              12 3 15

TIMOLEAGUE           1 1

BANDON                  
Total

86 16 3 1 1 107

BANTRY                 ADRIGOLE             1 1

BANTRY               29 5 1 35

CASTLETOWNBERE       3 1 4

DRIMOLEAGUE          1 1

DURRUS               1 1

GLENGARRIFF          1 1

GOLEEN               1 1

KEALKIL              1 1

SCHULL               3 1 4

BANTRY                  
Total

41 7 1 49

CLONAKILTY             BALTIMORE            1 1

CLONAKILTY           23 4 1 28

DRINAGH              1 1

DUNMANWAY            8 1 9

ROSSCARBERY          2 2

SKIBBEREEN           8 2 10

CLONAKILTY              
Total

43 7 1 51

KANTURK                BOHERBUE             1 1

KANTURK              29 4 33

KNOCKNAGREE          1 1

MEELIN               1 1

MILLSTREET           7 2 9

NEWMARKET            2 1 3

RATHMORE             1 1

KANTURK                 
Total

42 7 49

MACROOM                BAILE BHUIRNE        2 1 3

BÉAL ÁTHA AN GHA-
ORTHA

1 1

COACHFORD            1 1 2

CROOKSTOWN           4 1 5

INCHIGEELA           1 1

MACROOM              34 6 1 1 42

STUAKE               1 1

TARELTON             1 1

MACROOM                 
Total

45 9 1 1 56
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CORK WEST                 
Total

257 46 6 2 1 312

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              BLACKROCK            76 10 4 1 91

DUNDRUM              63 9 1 73

STEPASIDE            26 3 29

BLACKROCK               
Total

165 22 5 1 193

DUN LAOGHAIRE          CABINTEELY           32 5 1 38

DALKEY               29 2 31

DUN LAOGHAIRE        81 18 2 2 1 104

KILL-O-GRANGE        27 2 29

SHANKILL             47 9 1 57

DUN LAOGHAIRE           
Total

216 36 4 2 1 259

D.M.R. EAST               
Total

381 58 9 3 1 452

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             BALBRIGGAN           60 6 3 1 70

GARRISTOWN           2 1 3

LUSK                 5 1 6

RUSH                 4 1 5

SKERRIES             10 1 11

BALBRIGGAN              
Total

81 10 3 1 95

BALLYMUN               BALLYMUN             91 18 2 1 1 113

DUBLIN AIRPORT       27 6 33

SANTRY               69 9 3 81

WHITEHALL            37 5 2 44

BALLYMUN                
Total

224 38 7 1 1 271

COOLOCK                COOLOCK              98 13 5 1 117

MALAHIDE             31 4 35

SWORDS               66 10 1 77

COOLOCK                 
Total

195 27 6 1 229

RAHENY                 CLONTARF             67 9 1 77

HOWTH                33 6 39

RAHENY               58 6 3 1 68

RAHENY                  
Total

158 21 4 1 184

D.M.R. NORTH              
Total

658 96 20 4 1 779

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

BRIDEWELL              BRIDEWELL            131 29 6 1 167

FITZGIBBON 
STREET      

FITZGIBBON STREET    94 14 4 1 113

MOUNTJOY             89 11 100

FITZGIBBON 
STREET       Total

183 25 4 1 213

STORE STREET           IMMIGRATION D/
DOCKS  

5 1 6

STORE STREET         238 28 5 2 1 274

STORE STREET            
Total

243 29 5 2 1 280

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL      
Total

557 83 15 4 1 660

D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                CRUMLIN              80 16 4 1 1 102
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

SUNDRIVE ROAD        60 11 71

CRUMLIN                 
Total

140 27 4 1 1 173

RATHMINES              RATHMINES            59 7 66

TERENURE             78 15 5 1 99

RATHMINES               
Total

137 22 5 1 165

TALLAGHT               RATHFARNHAM          65 8 73

TALLAGHT             169 19 5 1 194

TALLAGHT                
Total

234 27 5 1 267

D.M.R. SOUTH              
Total

511 76 14 3 1 605

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

DONNYBROOK             DONNYBROOK           105 13 3 1 122

IRISHTOWN            44 7 1 52

DONNYBROOK              
Total

149 20 4 1 174

KEVIN STREET           KEVIN STREET         135 11 6 1 153

KILMAINHAM           58 16 74

KEVIN STREET            
Total

193 27 6 1 227

PEARSE STREET          HARCOURT TERRACE     68 11 79

PEARSE STREET        218 27 7 2 1 255

PEARSE STREET           
Total

286 38 7 2 1 334

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL      
Total

628 85 17 4 1 735

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

BLANCHARDSTOWN       155 24 4 2 1 186

CABRA                66 9 75

FINGLAS              103 14 3 120

BLANCHARD-
STOWN          Total

324 47 7 2 1 381

CLONDALKIN             BALLYFERMOT          83 11 2 96

CLONDALKIN           81 13 3 1 98

RATHCOOLE            25 2 27

CLONDALKIN              
Total

189 26 5 1 221

LUCAN                  LUCAN                61 6 4 1 72

RONANSTOWN           81 15 1 97

LUCAN                   
Total

142 21 5 1 169

D.M.R. WEST               
Total

655 94 17 4 1 771

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHANNON           BALLINTRA            2 2

BALLYSHANNON         37 7 1 2 47

BUNDORAN             5 1 6

DONEGAL TOWN         28 5 33

MOUNTCHARLES         1 1

NA CEALLA BEAGA      5 1 6

BALLYSHANNON         
Total

78 14 1 2 95

BUNCRANA               BUNCRANA             42 6 1 1 50

BURNFOOT             5 1 6

CARNDONAGH           3 1 4



Questions - Written Answers

465

Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CLONMANY             2 2

MALIN                3 3

MOVILLE              6 1 7

MUFF                 3 1 4

BUNCRANA                
Total

64 10 1 1 76

GLENTIES               AILT AN CHORRÁIN     1 1

AN BUN BEAG          13 2 15

AN CHARRAIG          1 1 2

AN CLOCHÁN LIATH     7 1 8

ANAGAIRE             1 1

ARD AN RÁTHA         2 1 3

CLOUGHER             1 1

GLEANN CHOLM 
CILLE   

1 1

NA GLEANNTA          21 3 1 25

GLENTIES                
Total

48 8 1 57

LETTERKENNY            BALLYBOFEY           22 2 24

CARRIGANS            4 1 5

CASTLEFIN            3 1 4

CONVOY               2 1 3

LETTERKENNY          85 13 4 1 1 104

LIFFORD              14 3 17

NA BROCACHA          1 1

NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM    

2 1 3

RAPHOE               2 1 3

LETTERKENNY            
Total

135 23 4 1 1 164

MILFORD                AN CRAOSLACH         1 1

AN FÁL CARRACH       8 1 9

CARRAIG AIRT         2 1 3

DÚN FIONNACHAID      2 2

KERRYKEEL            3 1 4

KILMACRENNAN         1 1 2

MILFORD              23 3 1 27

MÍN AN LÁBÁIN        1 1

RAMELTON             2 2

RATHMULLEN           1 1

MILFORD                 
Total

44 7 1 52

DONEGAL                   
Total

369 62 6 6 1 444

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            BALLINASLOE          38 6 1 1 46

BALLYGAR             1 1

CREGGS               1 1

KILCONNELL           1 1

MOUNT BELLEW         6 2 8

MOYLOUGH             1 1

BALLINASLOE             
Total

48 8 1 1 58

CLIFDEN                AN MÁM               2 2

CARNA                1 1 2

CLIFDEN              23 4 1 28
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CLOCH NA RÓN         1 1

LENNAUN              1 1

LETTERFRACK          1 1

SRAITH SALACH        1 1

CLIFDEN                 
Total

30 5 1 36

GALWAY                 ATHENRY              4 1 5

COR AN DOLA          1 1

GAILLIMH             173 26 6 3 1 1 210

KILTULLAGH           1 1

LOUGH GEORGE         3 1 4

MONIVEA              1 1

ÓRÁN MÓR             32 3 35

GALWAY                  
Total

215 31 6 3 1 1 257

GORT                   ARDRAHAN             1 1

CRAUGHWELL           5 1 6

GORT                 26 4 1 31

KILCHREEST           1 1

KILCOLGAN            1 1

KINVARA              1 1

GORT                    
Total

34 6 1 41

LOUGHREA               EYRECOURT            1 1

KILRICKLE            1 1

LOUGHREA             33 5 1 1 40

NEW INN              1 1

PORTUMNA             6 2 8

TYNAGH               1 1

WOODFORD             1 1

LOUGHREA                
Total

44 7 1 1 53

SALTHILL               AN CHEATHRÚ RUA      5 1 6

AN SPIDÉAL           2 1 3

CILL RÓNÁIN          2 1 3

INDREABHÁN           1 1

LEITIR MÓIR          1 1

MAIGH CUILINN        2 2

ROS MUC              1 1

SALTHILL             45 8 1 1 55

UACHTARARD           5 1 6

SALTHILL                
Total

64 12 1 1 78

TUAM                   BARNADERG            1 1

COROFIN              1 1 2

DUNMORE              4 2 6

GLENAMADDY           1 1

HEADFORD             4 1 5

MILLTOWN             1 1

TUAM                 45 8 1 1 55

WILLIAMSTOWN         1 1

TUAM                    
Total

58 12 1 1 72

GALWAY                    
Total

493 81 10 9 1 1 595
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Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            BAILE AN SCEILG      1 1

CAHERCIVEEN          17 4 21

CASTLEMAINE          1 1

GLENBEIGH            1 1

KILLORGLIN           10 2 12

PORTMAGEE            1 1

SNEEM                1 1 2

VALENTIA ISLAND      1 1

WATERVILLE           1 1

CAHERCIVEEN             
Total

34 7 41

KILLARNEY              BEAUFORT             1 1

CASTLEISLAND         9 2 11

FARRANFORE           2 2

KENMARE              8 1 9

KILGARVAN            1 1

KILLARNEY            57 8 1 66

KILLARNEY               
Total

78 11 1 90

LISTOWEL               BALLYBUNION          6 1 7

BALLYDUFF            1 1

BALLYHEIGUE          1 1 2

BALLYLONGFORD        1 1

BROSNA               1 1

KNOCKNAGOSHALL       1 1

LISTOWEL             31 6 1 38

LIXNAW               1 1

MOYVANE              1 1

TARBERT              1 1

LISTOWEL                
Total

45 8 1 54

TRALEE                 ABBEYDORNEY          1 1

AN CLOCHÁN           1 1

AN DAINGEAN          9 1 10

ANNASCAUL            1 1

ARDFERT              2 2

BAILE AN FHEIRTÉ-
ARAIG

1 1

CAMP                 1 1

CASTLEGREGORY        2 2

FENIT                1 1

TRALEE               88 16 3 1 1 109

TRALEE                  
Total

107 17 3 1 1 129

KERRY                     
Total

264 43 4 2 1 314

KILDARE                  KILDARE                ATHY                 25 5 1 31

BALLYTORE            2 2

CASTLEDERMOT         2 1 3

KILDARE              22 4 26

MONASTEREVIN         4 1 5

NEWBRIDGE            41 6 47

RATHANGAN            3 3

KILDARE                 
Total

99 17 1 117



11 June 2013

468

Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
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LEIXLIP                CARBURY              4 4

CELBRIDGE            15 2 17

KILCOCK              8 1 9

LEIXLIP              29 3 1 1 34

MAYNOOTH             12 1 13

LEIXLIP                 
Total

68 7 1 1 77

NAAS                   BALLYMORE EU-
STACE    

2 2

CLANE                9 2 11

KILCULLEN            2 2

KILL                 1 1 2

NAAS                 84 13 2 1 1 101

ROBERTSTOWN          4 2 6

NAAS                    
Total

102 18 2 1 1 124

KILDARE                   
Total

269 42 4 2 1 318

KILKENNY/
CARLOW          

CARLOW                 BALLON               1 1

BORRIS               2 2

CARLOW               66 9 1 1 77

HACKETSTOWN          1 1

LEIGHLINBRIDGE       2 2

MUINEBHEAG           9 3 12

MYSHALL              1 1

RATHVILLY            1 1

TULLOW               15 2 17

CARLOW                  
Total

98 14 1 1 114

KILKENNY               BALLYRAGGET          1 1

CALLAN               5 1 6

CASTLECOMER          11 3 14

FRESHFORD            1 1

JOHNSTOWN            1 1 2

KILKENNY             80 12 3 2 1 98

URLINGFORD           1 1

KILKENNY                
Total

100 17 3 2 1 123

THOMASTOWN             BALLYHALE            1 1

BENNETSBRIDGE        1 1

GORESBRIDGE          2 2

GRAIGUENAMAN-
AGH      

4 1 5

KILMACOW             1 1

KILMOGANNY           1 1

MOONCOIN             12 2 14

MULLINAVAT           1 1

PILTOWN              1 1

STONYFORD            1 1

THOMASTOWN           31 5 1 1 38

THOMASTOWN              
Total

56 8 1 1 66

KILKENNY/
CARLOW           
Total

254 39 5 4 1 303
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LAOIS / OFFALY           ABBEYLEIX              ABBEYLEIX            20 4 24

ARLES                2 2

BALLACOLLA           1 1

BALLINAKILL          1 1

BALLYLINAN           2 1 3

BORRIS-IN-OSSORY     1 1

DURROW               2 2

RATHDOWNEY           3 1 4

ABBEYLEIX               
Total

32 6 38

BIRR                   BANAGHER             4 1 5

BIRR                 23 5 1 29

CLOGHAN              1 1

FERBANE              4 1 5

KILCORMAC            2 2

KINNITTY             1 1

SHANNONBRIDGE        1 1

SHINRONE             2 2

BIRR                    
Total

38 7 1 46

PORTLAOISE             CLONASLEE            1 1

MOUNTMELLICK         5 1 6

MOUNTRATH            2 1 3

PORTARLINGTON        12 2 14

PORTLAOISE           80 16 3 1 1 101

STRADBALLY           2 2

PORTLAOISE              
Total

102 20 3 1 1 127

TULLAMORE              CLARA                4 1 5

CLONBOLOGUE          1 1

DAINGEAN             2 2

EDENDERRY            10 2 12

RHODE                2 2

TULLAMORE            59 9 2 1 71

TULLAMORE               
Total

78 12 2 1 93

LAOIS / OFFALY            
Total

250 45 5 3 1 304

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               ADARE                2 2

ASKEATON             17 3 20

CROOM                3 1 4

FOYNES               1 1

GLIN                 1 1

PALLASKENRY          1 1

RATHKEALE            6 1 7

SHANAGOLDEN          1 1

ASKEATON                
Total

32 5 37

BRUFF                  BALLYLANDERS         1 1

BRUFF                20 4 24

BRUREE               1 1

CAPPAMORE            1 1 2

DOON                 1 1

GALBALLY             1 1
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HOSPITAL             1 1

KILFINANE            1 1

KILMALLOCK           5 1 6

MURROE               3 3

OOLA                 1 1

PALLAS               2 2

BRUFF                   
Total

38 6 44

HENRY STREET           ARDNACRUSHA          4 4

CASTLECONNELL        4 1 5

HENRY STREET         210 33 6 2 1 252

MARY STREET          16 2 18

MAYORSTONE PARK      71 12 1 84

HENRY STREET            
Total

305 48 7 2 1 363

NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

ABBEYFEALE           8 2 10

ATHEA                1 1

BALLINGARRY          1 1

CASTLETOWN CONY-
ERS   

1 1

DRUMCOLLOGHER        1 1 2

KILMEEDY             1 1

NEWCASTLE WEST       22 4 1 1 28

TOURNAFULLA          1 1

NEWCASTLE 
WEST       Total

36 7 1 1 45

ROXBORO ROAD           BALLYNEETY           2 2

CAHERCONLISH         3 3

PATRICKSWELL         1 1

ROXBORO ROAD         119 19 3 1 142

ROXBORO ROAD            
Total

125 19 3 1 148

LIMERICK                  
Total

536 85 11 4 1 637

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  ARDEE                21 5 1 1 28

CASTLEBELLING-
HAM     

3 1 4

COLLON               5 2 7

LOUTH                1 1

ARDEE                   
Total

29 9 1 1 40

DROGHEDA               CLOUGHERHEAD         3 1 4

DROGHEDA             82 12 2 1 1 98

DUNLEER              4 1 5

DROGHEDA                
Total

89 14 2 1 1 107

DUNDALK                BLACKROCK            4 1 5

CARLINGFORD          5 1 6

DROMAD               6 6

DUNDALK              105 21 3 1 130

HACKBALLSCROSS       4 2 6

OMEATH               4 1 5

DUNDALK                 
Total

128 26 3 1 158
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LOUTH                     
Total

246 49 6 3 1 305

MAYO                     BALLINA                BALLINA              41 6 1 1 49

BALLYCASTLE          1 1

BONNICONLON          1 1

CROSSMOLINA          3 1 4

KILLALA              1 1

LAHARDANE            1 1

BALLINA                 
Total

48 7 1 1 57

BELMULLET              BALLYCROY            1 1

BANGOR ERRIS         2 2

BÉAL AN MHUIRT-
HEAD   

18 3 1 1 23

BELLACORICK          1 1

GLEANN NA MUAID-
HE    

1 1

BELMULLET               
Total

23 3 1 1 28

CASTLEBAR              BALLA                1 1 2

BALLYGLASS           1 1

BALLYVARY            1 1

CASTLEBAR            58 14 2 1 1 76

PARTRY               1 1 2

TOURMAKEADY          1 1

CASTLEBAR               
Total

63 16 2 1 1 83

CLAREMORRIS            BALLINDINE           1 1

BALLINROBE           8 1 9

CLAREMORRIS          29 6 1 36

CONG                 1 1

HOLLYMOUNT           1 1

KNOCK                1 1

SHRULE               1 1

CLAREMORRIS           
Total

42 7 1 50

SWINFORD               BALLYHAUNIS          9 1 10

CHARLESTOWN          4 1 5

FOXFORD              2 1 3

KILKELLY             8 8

KILTIMAGH            1 1 2

SWINFORD             23 2 1 26

SWINFORD                
Total

47 6 1 54

WESTPORT               ACHILL SOUND         2 1 3

KEEL                 1 1

LOUISBURGH           1 1

MULRANNY             1 1

NEWPORT              1 1 2

WESTPORT             26 3 29

WESTPORT                
Total

31 6 37

MAYO                      
Total

254 45 4 5 1 309

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              ASHBOURNE            39 6 1 1 47
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DUNBOYNE             12 1 13

DUNSHAUGHLIN         19 2 21

ASHBOURNE               
Total

70 9 1 1 81

KELLS                  BAILE ÁTHA BUÍ       3 3

CROSSAKEEL           1 1

KELLS                44 9 1 54

OLDCASTLE            3 3

KELLS                   
Total

51 9 1 61

LAYTOWN                DULEEK               3 1 4

LAYTOWN              20 4 1 25

LAYTOWN                 
Total

23 5 1 29

NAVAN                  NAVAN                59 11 4 1 1 76

NOBBER               3 1 4

SLANE                3 1 4

NAVAN                   
Total

65 13 4 1 1 84

TRIM                   BALLIVOR             2 1 3

ENFIELD              6 1 7

KILMESSAN            1 1

LONGWOOD             2 2

SUMMERHILL           2 1 3

TRIM                 25 5 1 31

TRIM                    
Total

38 8 1 47

MEATH                     
Total

247 44 5 5 1 302

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  BOYLE                20 4 1 25

ELPHIN               1 1

KEADUE               1 1

ROOSKY               2 1 3

STROKESTOWN          3 3

TARMONBARRY          2 2

BOYLE                   
Total

29 5 1 35

CASTLEREA              BALLAGHADERREEN      7 1 8

BALLINLOUGH          2 2

CASTLEREA            25 6 1 1 33

FRENCHPARK           1 1 2

TULSK                1 1

CASTLEREA               
Total

36 8 1 1 46

GRANARD                ARDAGH               1 1

BALLINALEE           1 1

DRUMLISH             2 2

EDGEWORTHSTOWN       7 1 8

GRANARD              22 5 1 28

SMEAR                1 1

GRANARD                 
Total

34 6 1 41

LONGFORD               BALLYMAHON           5 1 6

KENAGH               1 1
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LANESBORO            4 2 6

LONGFORD             49 10 1 60

NEWTOWNCASHEL        1 1

LONGFORD                
Total

60 13 1 74

ROSCOMMON              ATHLEAGUE            1 1

BALLYFORAN           1 1

CLONARK              6 1 7

KNOCKCROGHERY        1 1

ROSCOMMON            63 12 3 1 79

TAUGHMACONNELL       1 1

ROSCOMMON               
Total

73 13 3 1 90

ROSCOMMON 
/ LONGFORD      
Total

232 45 4 5 286

SLIGO / 
LEITRIM          

BALLYMOTE              ACLARE               1 1 2

BALLYFARNAN          1 1

BALLYMOTE            25 3 1 29

BUNNANADDEN          1 1

EASKEY               2 2

ENNISCRONE           4 1 5

GURTEEN              1 1 2

RIVERSTOWN           1 1 2

TUBBERCURRY          5 1 6

BALLYMOTE               
Total

41 8 1 50

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

BALLINAMORE          5 1 6

CARRICK-ON-SHAN-
NON   

38 5 1 1 45

CARRIGALLEN          2 2

CLOONE               1 1

DROMOD               1 1

KESHCARRIGAN         1 1

MOHILL               5 1 6

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON      
Total

53 7 1 1 62

MANORHAMIL-
TON          

DROMAHAIR            1 1 2

DRUMKERRIN           2 1 3

DRUMSHAMBO           4 1 5

GLENFARNE            1 1

KILTYCLOGHER         2 2

KINLOUGH             3 1 4

MANORHAMILTON        17 2 1 20

MANORHAMIL-
TON           Total

30 6 1 37

SLIGO                  CLIFFONEY            1 1

COLLOONEY            4 1 5

GRANGE               4 1 5

ROSSES POINT         1 1 2

SKREEN               1 1

SLIGO                121 20 6 1 1 1 150



11 June 2013

474

Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

SLIGO                   
Total

132 23 6 1 1 1 164

SLIGO / 
LEITRIM           
Total

256 44 8 3 1 1 313

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  ARDFINNAN            1 1 2

BALLYPOREEN          1 1

CAHIR                35 5 1 1 42

CASHEL               11 3 14

CLOGHEEN             1 1

NEW INN              1 1

CAHIR                   
Total

50 9 1 1 61

CLONMEL                CARRICK-ON-SUIR      14 2 16

CLONMEL              43 7 1 1 52

FETHARD              2 1 3

GRANGEMOCKLER        1 1

KILSHEELAN           1 1

MULLINAHONE          1 1

CLONMEL                 
Total

62 10 1 1 74

NENAGH                 BORRISOKANE          4 2 6

CLOUGHJORDAN         1 1

LORRHA               1 1

NENAGH               31 5 1 1 38

NEWPORT              9 2 11

PORTROE              1 1

TOOMEVARA            1 1 2

NENAGH                  
Total

48 10 1 1 60

TEMPLEMORE             BORRISOLEIGH         1 1 2

MONEYGALL            1 1

MOYNE                1 1

REARCROSS            1 1

ROSCREA              17 2 19

TEMPLEMORE           35 4 1 40

TEMPLETUOHY          1 1

TEMPLEMORE              
Total

56 8 1 65

THURLES                BALLINGARRY 
SOUTH    

2 2

KILLENAULE           3 1 4

LITTLETON            1 1

THURLES              62 8 2 1 1 74

THURLES                 
Total

68 9 2 1 1 81

TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

BANSHA               1 1

DUNDRUM              1 1

EMLY                 1 1

GOLDEN               1 1

TIPPERARY TOWN       22 7 1 1 31

TIPPERARY 
TOWN          Total

26 7 1 1 35

TIPPERARY                 
Total

310 53 6 6 1 376
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WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              AGLISH               1 1

AN RINN              1 1

ARDMORE              2 2

BALLYDUFF            1 1

BALLYMACARBERRY      1 1

CAPPOQUIN            2 2

DUNGARVAN            38 7 1 46

LISMORE              3 1 4

TALLOW               2 1 3

DUNGARVAN               
Total

51 9 1 61

TRAMORE                KILL                 1 1

KILMACTHOMAS         4 1 5

KILMEADEN            1 1

LEAMYBRIEN           1 1

PORTLAW              1 1 2

RATHGORMACK          1 1

TRAMORE              31 4 1 36

TRAMORE                 
Total

40 6 1 47

WATERFORD              DUNMORE EAST         2 1 3

FERRYBANK            5 1 6

PASSAGE EAST         1 1

WATERFORD            142 24 3 2 1 172

WATERFORD               
Total

150 26 3 2 1 182

WATERFORD                 
Total

241 41 5 2 1 290

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                ATHLONE              55 8 2 1 66

BALLINAHOWN          1 1

BALLYMORE            1 1

GLASSON              2 2

KILBEGGAN            4 1 5

MOATE                14 3 17

ATHLONE                 
Total

77 12 2 1 92

MULLINGAR              BALLYNACARGY         2 2

CASTLEPOLLARD        3 1 4

CASTLETOWN 
GEOGHEGAN 

1 1

DELVIN               13 3 16

FINEA                1 1

KILLUCAN             5 5

KINNEGAD             4 1 5

MULLINGAR            99 18 5 1 123

MULTYFARNHAM         1 1

RATHOWEN             1 1

ROCHFORTBRIDGE       3 1 4

MULLINGAR               
Total

133 24 5 1 163

WESTMEATH                 
Total

210 36 7 2 255

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            BLACKWATER           2 1 3

CLONROCHE            1 1 2

ENNISCORTHY          33 6 1 40
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FERNS                2 1 3

KILTEALY             1 1

OULART               1 1

OYLEGATE             1 1 2

ENNISCORTHY          
Total

41 10 1 52

GOREY                  BUNCLODY             6 2 8

COURTOWN HAR-
BOUR     

3 1 4

GOREY                41 7 1 1 50

GOREY                   
Total

50 10 1 1 62

NEW ROSS               BALLYCULLANE         2 2

CAMPILE              1 1

CARRICKBYRNE         2 2

CARRICK-ON-BAN-
NOW    

1 1

DUNCANNON            3 1 4

NEW ROSS             32 6 1 1 40

NEW ROSS                
Total

41 7 1 1 50

WEXFORD                BALDWINSTOWN         1 1

CASTLEBRIDGE         1 1 2

GLYNN                1 1

KILMORE QUAY         1 1 2

ROSSLARE HARBOUR     6 6

ROSSLARE STRAND      1 1 2

TAGHMON              3 3

WEXFORD              76 12 2 1 1 92

WEXFORD                 
Total

90 15 2 1 1 109

WEXFORD                   
Total

222 42 5 3 1 273

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            BALTINGLASS          29 6 1 1 37

BLESSINGTON          15 2 17

CARNEW               3 1 4

DONARD               1 1

DUNLAVIN             2 2

HOLLYWOOD            1 1

SHILLELAGH           1 1

TINAHELY             2 2

BALTINGLASS             
Total

54 9 1 1 65

BRAY                   BRAY                 102 16 5 1 1 125

ENNISKERRY           5 1 6

GREYSTONES           31 4 35

NEWTOWNMOUNT-
KENNEDY  

3 1 4

BRAY                    
Total

141 22 5 1 1 170

WICKLOW                ARKLOW               28 4 1 33

ASHFORD              9 2 11

AUGHRIM              2 2

AVOCA                2 2

RATHDRUM             4 1 5
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ROUNDWOOD            3 1 4

WICKLOW              40 6 1 47

WICKLOW                 
Total

88 14 2 104

WICKLOW                   
Total

283 45 8 2 1 339

Personal Strength of An Garda Síochana on 31 December 2012

Division District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN         

BAILIEBORO             BAILIEBORO           29 8 1 1 39

BALLYJAMESDUFF       3 1 4

COOTEHILL            8 1 9

KINGSCOURT           1 1 2

MULLAGH              2 2

SHERCOCK             1 1

VIRGINIA             10 2 12

BAILIEBORO              
Total

54 13 1 1 69

BALLYCONNELL           BALLYCONNELL         19 5 1 25

BAWNBOY              1 1

BELTURBET            3 1 4

BLACKLION            2 1 3

DOWRA                1 1

KILLESHANDRA         1 1

SWANLINBAR           1 1

BALLYCONNELL            
Total

28 7 1 36

CARRICK-
MACROSS         

BALLYBAY             3 1 4

CARRICKMACROSS       35 10 1 46

CASTLEBLANEY         21 3 24

CORRINSHIGAGH        1 1

ROCKCORRY            1 1

SHANTONAGH           1 1

CARRICK-
MACROSS          
Total

62 14 1 77

CAVAN                  ARVA                 2 1 3

BALLINAGH            1 1 2

CAVAN                49 9 2 1 61

KILNALECK            3 1 4

REDHILLS             1 1

CAVAN                   
Total

56 12 2 1 71

MONAGHAN               CLONES               5 1 6

EMYVALE              3 1 4

MONAGHAN             64 14 1 2 1 82

NEWBLISS             1 1

SCOTSTOWN            1 1 2
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MONAGHAN                
Total

74 17 1 2 1 95

CAVAN / 
MONAGHAN          
Total

274 63 4 6 1 348

CLARE                    ENNIS                  CRUSHEEN             1 1

ENNIS                94 13 2 1 110

IMMIGRATION OF-
FICE   

4 4

NEWMARKET ON 
FERGUS  

3 3

QUIN                 1 1

SHANNON              53 8 1 62

SIXMILEBRIDGE        3 1 4

ENNIS                   
Total

159 22 3 1 185

ENNISTYMON             BALLYVAUGHAN         1 1

COROFIN              1 1

ENNISTYMON           24 3 1 28

INAGH                1 1

LISDOONVARNA         1 1

MILTOWN MALBAY       2 2

ENNISTYMON              
Total

30 3 1 34

KILLALOE               BROADFORD            1 1

KILLALOE             26 3 1 30

SCARIFF              3 1 4

TULLA                2 2

KILLALOE                
Total

32 4 1 37

KILRUSH                KILDYSART            2 2

KILKEE               3 3

KILMIHIL             1 1

KILRUSH              26 4 1 31

KILRUSH                 
Total

32 4 1 37

CLARE                     
Total

253 33 4 2 1 293

CORK CITY                ANGLESEA 
STREET        

ANGLESEA STREET      215 44 8 2 1 1 271

BARRACK STREET       13 4 17

BLACKROCK            28 5 33

BRIDEWELL            18 6 24

ANGLESEA 
STREET         Total

274 59 8 2 1 1 345

GURRANABRA-
HER          

BALLINCOLLIG         22 2 24

BLARNEY              14 2 16

GURRANABRAHER        46 7 1 1 55

RATHDUFF GRENAGH     2 2

GURRANABRA-
HER          Total

84 11 1 1 97

MAYFIELD               MALLOW ROAD          4 2 6

MAYFIELD             41 8 1 1 51

WATERCOURSE ROAD     44 6 50

MAYFIELD                
Total

89 16 1 1 107
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TOGHER                 BISHOPSTOWN          19 3 22

CARRIGALINE          17 2 19

CROSSHAVEN           2 1 3

DOUGLAS              21 5 26

PASSAGE WEST         2 1 3

TOGHER               46 7 1 1 55

TOGHER                  
Total

107 19 1 1 128

CORK CITY                 
Total

554 105 11 5 1 1 677

CORK NORTH               COBH                   CARRIG NA BHFEAR     2 2

CARRIGTWOHILL        2 1 3

COBH                 29 6 1 1 37

GLANMIRE             19 4 23

WATERGRASSHILL       1 1

COBH                    
Total

53 11 1 1 66

FERMOY                 BALLYNOE             1 1

CASTLETOWNROCHE      2 2

FERMOY               47 9 1 1 1 59

KILDORRERY           1 1

KILWORTH             2 2

MITCHELSTOWN         19 3 22

RATHCORMAC           1 1

FERMOY                  
Total

73 12 1 1 1 88

MALLOW                 BUTTEVANT            1 1

CHARLEVILLE          14 3 17

DONERAILE            2 2

GLANTAINE            1 1

LISCARROLL           1 1

MALLOW               41 7 1 49

MILFORD              1 1

MALLOW                  
Total

61 10 1 72

MIDLETON               BALLYCOTTON          1 1

CLOYNE               1 1

KILLEAGH             1 1

MIDLETON             39 8 2 1 50

WHITEGATE            1 1

YOUGHAL              18 5 23

MIDLETON                
Total

61 13 2 1 77

CORK NORTH                
Total

248 46 4 4 1 303

CORK WEST                BANDON                 BALLINEEN            2 2

BALLINHASSIG         2 2

BANDON               65 12 3 1 1 82

INNISHANNON          1 1

KILBRITTAIN          1 1

KINSALE              13 3 16

TIMOLEAGUE           1 1

BANDON                  
Total

85 15 3 1 1 105

BANTRY                 BANTRY               28 5 1 34
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CASTLETOWNBERE       4 1 5

DRIMOLEAGUE          1 1

DURRUS               1 1

GLENGARRIFF          1 1

KEALKIL              1 1

SCHULL               3 1 4

BANTRY                  
Total

39 7 1 47

CLONAKILTY             BALTIMORE            1 1

CLONAKILTY           22 3 1 26

DRINAGH              1 1

DUNMANWAY            8 1 9

ROSSCARBERY          2 2

SKIBBEREEN           10 2 12

CLONAKILTY              
Total

44 6 1 51

KANTURK                BOHERBUE             1 1

KANTURK              24 3 1 28

MEELIN               1 1

MILLSTREET           11 2 13

NEWMARKET            1 1

RATHMORE             2 2

KANTURK                 
Total

39 6 1 46

MACROOM                BAILE BHUIRNE        2 1 3

BÉAL ÁTHA AN GHA-
ORTHA

2 2

COACHFORD            1 1 2

CROOKSTOWN           4 1 5

MACROOM              34 6 1 41

STUAKE               1 1

TARELTON             1 1

MACROOM                 
Total

45 9 1 55

CORK WEST                 
Total

252 43 5 3 1 304

D.M.R. EAST              BLACKROCK              BLACKROCK            68 10 3 1 82

DUNDRUM              65 8 1 74

STEPASIDE            32 3 35

BLACKROCK               
Total

165 21 4 1 191

DUN LAOGHAIRE          CABINTEELY           34 4 1 39

DUN LAOGHAIRE        80 15 2 2 1 100

KILL-O-GRANGE        23 2 25

SHANKILL             56 9 65

DUN LAOGHAIRE           
Total

193 30 3 2 1 229

D.M.R. EAST               
Total

358 51 7 3 1 420

D.M.R. NORTH             BALBRIGGAN             BALBRIGGAN           58 7 3 1 69

GARRISTOWN           2 2

LUSK                 7 1 8

SKERRIES             10 1 11

BALBRIGGAN              
Total

77 9 3 1 90
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BALLYMUN               BALLYMUN             96 16 3 2 1 118

DUBLIN AIRPORT       27 4 31

SANTRY               89 12 1 102

BALLYMUN                
Total

212 32 4 2 1 251

COOLOCK                COOLOCK              97 12 4 1 114

MALAHIDE             31 3 34

SWORDS               64 12 1 77

COOLOCK                 
Total

192 27 5 1 225

RAHENY                 CLONTARF             64 7 1 72

HOWTH                35 6 1 42

RAHENY               54 7 2 1 64

RAHENY                  
Total

153 20 4 1 178

D.M.R. NORTH              
Total

634 88 16 5 1 744

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL     

BRIDEWELL              BRIDEWELL            138 29 6 1 174

FITZGIBBON 
STREET      

MOUNTJOY             179 23 4 1 207

STORE STREET           IMMIGRATION D/
DOCKS  

5 5

STORE STREET         234 27 4 2 1 268

STORE STREET            
Total

239 27 4 2 1 273

D.M.R. NORTH 
CENTRAL      
Total

556 79 14 4 1 654

D.M.R. SOUTH             CRUMLIN                CRUMLIN              75 16 4 2 1 98

SUNDRIVE ROAD        57 10 67

CRUMLIN                 
Total

132 26 4 2 1 165

RATHMINES              RATHMINES            57 6 63

TERENURE             79 15 3 1 98

RATHMINES               
Total

136 21 3 1 161

TALLAGHT               RATHFARNHAM          67 7 74

TALLAGHT             162 20 5 1 188

TALLAGHT                
Total

229 27 5 1 262

D.M.R. SOUTH              
Total

497 74 12 4 1 588

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL     

DONNYBROOK             DONNYBROOK           104 12 2 1 119

IRISHTOWN            43 6 1 50

DONNYBROOK              
Total

147 18 3 1 169

KEVIN STREET           KEVIN STREET         123 15 4 1 143

KILMAINHAM           65 12 1 78

KEVIN STREET            
Total

188 27 5 1 221

PEARSE STREET          PEARSE STREET        270 33 4 2 1 310

D.M.R. SOUTH 
CENTRAL      
Total

605 78 12 4 1 700

D.M.R. WEST              BLANCHARD-
STOWN         

BLANCHARDSTOWN       139 18 2 2 1 162
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CABRA                75 10 85

FINGLAS              101 13 3 117

BLANCHARD-
STOWN          Total

315 41 5 2 1 364

CLONDALKIN             BALLYFERMOT          80 11 2 93

CLONDALKIN           79 12 3 1 95

RATHCOOLE            25 1 26

CLONDALKIN              
Total

184 24 5 1 214

LUCAN                  LUCAN                61 7 4 1 73

RONANSTOWN           80 12 1 93

LUCAN                   
Total

141 19 5 1 166

D.M.R. WEST               
Total

640 84 15 4 1 744

DONEGAL                  BALLYSHANNON           BALLINTRA            1 1

BALLYSHANNON         37 6 1 1 45

BUNDORAN             5 1 6

DONEGAL TOWN         27 5 32

MOUNTCHARLES         1 1

NA CEALLA BEAGA      5 1 6

BALLYSHANNON      
Total

76 13 1 1 91

BUNCRANA               BUNCRANA             44 7 1 1 53

BURNFOOT             5 1 6

CARNDONAGH           2 1 3

CLONMANY             2 2

MALIN                1 1

MOVILLE              4 4

MUFF                 2 1 3

BUNCRANA                
Total

60 10 1 1 72

GLENTIES               AILT AN CHORRÁIN     1 1

AN BUN BEAG          12 2 14

AN CHARRAIG          1 1 2

AN CLOCHÁN LIATH     10 2 12

ANAGAIRE             1 1

ARD AN RÁTHA         2 2

GLEANN CHOLM 
CILLE   

1 1

NA GLEANNTA          15 3 1 19

GLENTIES                
Total

43 8 1 52

LETTERKENNY            BALLYBOFEY           21 2 23

CARRIGANS            4 1 5

CASTLEFIN            3 1 4

CONVOY               2 1 3

LETTERKENNY          87 14 4 1 1 107

LIFFORD              13 2 15

NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM    

2 2

RAPHOE               3 1 4

LETTERKENNY             
Total

135 22 4 1 1 163

MILFORD                AN CRAOSLACH         1 1
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AN FÁL CARRACH       8 1 9

CARRAIG AIRT         2 2

DÚN FIONNACHAID      2 2

KERRYKEEL            3 1 4

KILMACRENNAN         1 1

MILFORD              24 1 1 26

MÍN AN LÁBÁIN        1 1

RAMELTON             2 2

RATHMULLEN           1 1

MILFORD                 
Total

45 3 1 49

DONEGAL                   
Total

359 56 6 5 1 427

GALWAY                   BALLINASLOE            BALLINASLOE          35 5 1 41

BALLYGAR             1 1

CREGGS               1 1

KILCONNELL           1 1

MOUNT BELLEW         6 2 8

MOYLOUGH             1 1

BALLINASLOE             
Total

45 7 1 53

CLIFDEN                AN MÁM               2 2

CARNA                1 1 2

CLIFDEN              23 4 1 28

CLOCH NA RÓN         1 1

LENNAUN              1 1

LETTERFRACK          1 1

SRAITH SALACH        1 1

CLIFDEN                 
Total

30 5 1 36

GALWAY                 ATHENRY              4 1 5

GAILLIMH             175 27 5 3 1 1 212

KILTULLAGH           1 1

LOUGH GEORGE         3 1 4

MONIVEA              1 1

ÓRÁN MÓR             32 2 34

GALWAY                  
Total

216 31 5 3 1 1 257

GORT                   ARDRAHAN             1 1

CRAUGHWELL           4 1 5

GORT                 25 3 1 29

KILCHREEST           1 1

KILCOLGAN            1 1

KINVARA              1 1 2

GORT                    
Total

33 5 1 39

LOUGHREA               EYRECOURT            1 1

KILLIMOR             1 1

KILRICKLE            1 1

LOUGHREA             32 7 1 1 41

PORTUMNA             6 2 8

TYNAGH               1 1

WOODFORD             1 1

LOUGHREA                
Total

43 9 1 1 54
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SALTHILL               AN CHEATHRÚ RUA      5 1 6

AN SPIDÉAL           2 1 3

CILL RÓNÁIN          2 1 3

INDREABHÁN           1 1

LEITIR MÓIR          1 1

MAIGH CUILINN        2 2

ROS MUC              1 1

SALTHILL             45 7 1 1 54

UACHTARARD           4 1 5

SALTHILL                
Total

63 11 1 1 76

TUAM                   BARNADERG            1 1

COROFIN              1 1 2

DUNMORE              4 2 6

GLENAMADDY           1 1

HEADFORD             3 1 4

MILLTOWN             1 1

TUAM                 44 8 1 1 54

WILLIAMSTOWN         1 1

TUAM                    
Total

56 12 1 1 70

GALWAY                    
Total

486 80 8 9 1 1 585

KERRY                    CAHERCIVEEN            BAILE AN SCEILG      1 1

CAHERCIVEEN          17 2 19

CASTLEMAINE          1 1

GLENBEIGH            1 1

KILLORGLIN           10 2 12

PORTMAGEE            1 1

SNEEM                1 1

VALENTIA ISLAND      1 1

CAHERCIVEEN             
Total

33 4 37

KILLARNEY              BEAUFORT             1 1

CASTLEISLAND         20 4 24

FARRANFORE           2 2

KENMARE              8 1 9

KILGARVAN            1 1

KILLARNEY            46 6 1 53

KILLARNEY               
Total

78 11 1 90

LISTOWEL               BALLYBUNION          5 1 6

BALLYDUFF            1 1

BALLYHEIGUE          1 1

BROSNA               1 1

KNOCKNAGOSHALL       1 1

LISTOWEL             32 7 1 1 41

LIXNAW               1 1

TARBERT              2 2

LISTOWEL                
Total

44 8 1 1 54

TRALEE                 ABBEYDORNEY          1 1

AN DAINGEAN          8 2 10

ANNASCAUL            1 1
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ARDFERT              2 2

BAILE AN FHEIRTÉ-
ARAIG

1 1

CASTLEGREGORY        2 2

FENIT                1 1

TRALEE               81 15 1 1 1 99

TRALEE                  
Total

97 17 1 1 1 117

KERRY                     
Total

252 40 2 3 1 298

KILDARE                  KILDARE                ATHY                 28 5 1 34

BALLYTORE            1 1

CASTLEDERMOT         2 1 3

KILDARE              22 4 1 27

MONASTEREVIN         3 1 4

NEWBRIDGE            43 7 50

RATHANGAN            3 3

KILDARE                 
Total

102 18 1 1 122

LEIXLIP                CARBURY              5 5

CELBRIDGE            15 2 17

KILCOCK              9 1 10

LEIXLIP              25 4 1 30

MAYNOOTH             13 1 14

LEIXLIP                 
Total

67 8 1 76

NAAS                   BALLYMORE EU-
STACE    

2 2

CLANE                8 1 9

KILCULLEN            2 2

KILL                 1 1 2

NAAS                 83 16 2 1 1 103

ROBERTSTOWN          2 2

NAAS                    
Total

98 18 2 1 1 120

KILDARE                   
Total

267 44 4 2 1 318

KILKENNY/
CARLOW          

CARLOW                 BALLON               1 1

BORRIS               2 2

CARLOW               63 9 1 1 74

HACKETSTOWN          1 1

LEIGHLINBRIDGE       2 2

MUINEBHEAG           9 3 12

MYSHALL              1 1

RATHVILLY            1 1

TULLOW               15 2 17

CARLOW                  
Total

95 14 1 1 111

KILKENNY               BALLYRAGGET          1 1

CALLAN               5 1 6

CASTLECOMER          10 3 13

JOHNSTOWN            1 1

KILKENNY             81 13 3 2 1 1 101

URLINGFORD           1 1
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KILKENNY                
Total

99 17 3 2 1 1 123

THOMASTOWN             BALLYHALE            1 1

BENNETSBRIDGE        1 1

GLENMORE             1 1

GORESBRIDGE          2 2

GRAIGUENAMAN-
AGH      

4 1 5

INISTIOGE            1 1

KILMACOW             1 1

MOONCOIN             11 2 13

MULLINAVAT           2 2

PILTOWN              1 1

THOMASTOWN           30 4 1 1 36

THOMASTOWN              
Total

55 7 1 1 64

KILKENNY/
CARLOW           
Total

249 38 5 4 1 1 298

LAOIS / OFFALY           BIRR                   BANAGHER             4 1 5

BIRR                 25 5 1 31

CLOGHAN              1 1

FERBANE              4 1 5

KILCORMAC            2 2

KINNITTY             1 1

SHANNONBRIDGE        1 1

SHINRONE             1 1

BIRR                    
Total

39 7 1 47

PORTLAOISE             ABBEYLEIX            19 3 22

ARLES                2 2

BALLINAKILL          1 1

BALLYLINAN           2 2

BORRIS-IN-OSSORY     1 1

CLONASLEE            1 1

DURROW               2 2

MOUNTMELLICK         5 1 6

MOUNTRATH            2 1 3

PORTARLINGTON        11 2 13

PORTLAOISE           78 14 1 1 1 95

RATHDOWNEY           3 3

STRADBALLY           2 2

PORTLAOISE              
Total

129 21 1 1 1 153

TULLAMORE              CLARA                4 1 5

DAINGEAN             2 2

EDENDERRY            13 2 15

RHODE                1 1

TULLAMORE            55 9 1 1 66

TULLAMORE               
Total

75 12 1 1 89

LAOIS / OFFALY            
Total

243 40 2 3 1 289

LIMERICK                 ASKEATON               ADARE                2 2

ASKEATON             20 3 23
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CROOM                3 1 4

FOYNES               2 2

GLIN                 1 1

RATHKEALE            5 1 6

ASKEATON                
Total

33 5 38

BRUFF                  BALLYLANDERS         1 1

BRUFF                21 4 1 26

BRUREE               1 1

CAPPAMORE            2 1 3

HOSPITAL             2 2

KILFINANE            1 1

KILMALLOCK           5 1 6

MURROE               3 3

OOLA                 1 1

PALLAS               2 2

BRUFF                   
Total

39 6 1 46

HENRY STREET           ARDNACRUSHA          4 4

CASTLECONNELL        4 1 5

HENRY STREET         206 31 3 2 1 243

MARY STREET          13 1 14

MAYORSTONE PARK      64 10 1 75

HENRY STREET            
Total

291 43 4 2 1 341

NEWCASTLE 
WEST         

ABBEYFEALE           7 2 9

ATHEA                1 1

BALLINGARRY          1 1

CASTLETOWN CONY-
ERS   

1 1

DRUMCOLLOGHER        1 1 2

NEWCASTLE WEST       22 4 1 1 28

TOURNAFULLA          1 1

NEWCASTLE 
WEST       Total

34 7 1 1 43

ROXBORO ROAD           BALLYNEETY           2 2

CAHERCONLISH         2 2

PATRICKSWELL         1 1

ROXBORO ROAD         113 17 1 1 132

ROXBORO ROAD            
Total

118 17 1 1 137

LIMERICK                  
Total

515 78 6 5 1 605

LOUTH                    ARDEE                  ARDEE                21 5 1 1 28

CASTLEBELLING-
HAM     

3 1 4

COLLON               4 2 6

LOUTH                1 1

ARDEE                   
Total

29 8 1 1 39

DROGHEDA               CLOUGHERHEAD         3 1 4

DROGHEDA             77 12 2 1 1 93

DUNLEER              4 1 5

DROGHEDA                
Total

84 14 2 1 1 102
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DUNDALK                BLACKROCK            5 1 6

CARLINGFORD          5 1 6

DRUMAD               6 1 7

DUNDALK              101 19 2 1 123

HACKBALLSCROSS       4 1 5

OMEATH               4 4

DUNDALK                 
Total

125 23 2 1 151

LOUTH                     
Total

238 45 5 3 1 292

MAYO                     BALLINA                BALLINA              38 5 1 44

BALLYCASTLE          1 1

BONNICONLON          1 1

CROSSMOLINA          3 1 4

KILLALA              1 1

LAHARDANE            1 1

BALLINA                 
Total

45 6 1 52

BELMULLET              BALLYCROY            1 1

BANGOR ERRIS         3 3

BÉAL AN MHUIRT-
HEAD   

22 3 1 1 27

GLEANN NA MUAID-
HE    

1 1

BELMULLET               
Total

27 3 1 1 32

CASTLEBAR              BALLA                1 1

BALLYVARY            1 1

CASTLEBAR            56 15 1 1 1 74

PARTRY               2 1 3

CASTLEBAR               
Total

60 16 1 1 1 79

CLAREMORRIS            BALLINDINE           1 1

BALLINROBE           8 1 9

CLAREMORRIS          29 6 1 36

CONG                 1 1

HOLLYMOUNT           1 1

KNOCK                1 1

SHRULE               1 1

CLAREMORRIS            
Total

42 7 1 50

SWINFORD               BALLYHAUNIS          8 1 9

CHARLESTOWN          4 1 5

FOXFORD              2 2

KILKELLY             6 6

KILTIMAGH            1 1 2

SWINFORD             24 2 1 27

SWINFORD                
Total

45 5 1 51

WESTPORT               ACHILL SOUND         2 1 3

KEEL                 1 1

LOUISBURGH           1 1 2

NEWPORT              2 2

WESTPORT             24 3 1 28
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WESTPORT                
Total

30 5 1 36

MAYO           To-
tal

249 42 2 6 1 300

MEATH                    ASHBOURNE              ASHBOURNE            39 5 1 1 46

DULEEK               4 1 5

DUNBOYNE             14 1 15

DUNSHAUGHLIN         18 3 21

LAYTOWN              19 4 23

ASHBOURNE               
Total

94 14 1 1 110

KELLS                  BAILE ÁTHA BUÍ       3 3

KELLS                39 8 47

OLDCASTLE            4 4

KELLS                   
Total

46 8 54

NAVAN                  NAVAN                60 11 3 1 1 76

NOBBER               3 1 4

SLANE                3 1 4

NAVAN                   
Total

66 13 3 1 1 84

TRIM                   BALLIVOR             2 1 3

ENFIELD              6 1 7

KILMESSAN            1 1

LONGWOOD             2 2

SUMMERHILL           2 1 3

TRIM                 26 5 1 32

TRIM                    
Total

39 8 1 48

MEATH                     
Total

245 43 4 3 1 296

ROSCOMMON / 
LONGFORD     

BOYLE                  BOYLE                20 5 1 26

ELPHIN               1 1

KEADUE               1 1

ROOSKY               4 1 5

STROKESTOWN          2 1 3

BOYLE                   
Total

28 7 1 36

CASTLEREA              BALLAGHADERREEN      7 1 8

BALLINLOUGH          2 2

CASTLEREA            25 5 1 1 32

FRENCHPARK           1 1 2

TULSK                1 1

CASTLEREA               
Total

36 7 1 1 45

GRANARD                ARDAGH               1 1

BALLINALEE           1 1

DRUMLISH             2 2

EDGEWORTHSTOWN       7 1 8

GRANARD              20 5 1 26

SMEAR                1 1

GRANARD                 
Total

32 6 1 39

LONGFORD               BALLYMAHON           4 1 5

KENAGH               1 1
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LANESBORO            4 2 6

LONGFORD             49 10 1 60

NEWTOWNCASHEL        1 1

LONGFORD                
Total

59 13 1 73

ROSCOMMON              ATHLEAGUE            1 1

CLONARK              7 1 8

ROSCOMMON            61 11 3 1 1 77

TAUGHMACONNELL       1 1

ROSCOMMON               
Total

70 12 3 1 1 87

ROSCOMMON 
/ LONGFORD      
Total

225 45 4 5 1 280

SLIGO / 
LEITRIM          

BALLYMOTE              ACLARE               1 1

BALLYFARNAN          1 1

BALLYMOTE            25 4 1 30

EASKEY               1 1

ENNISCRONE           6 1 7

GURTEEN              1 1 2

RIVERSTOWN           1 1 2

TUBBERCURRY          4 1 5

BALLYMOTE               
Total

40 8 1 49

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON     

BALLINAMORE          5 1 6

CARRICK-ON-SHAN-
NON   

38 5 1 44

CARRIGALLEN          2 2

CLOONE               1 1

DROMOD               1 1

KESHCARRIGAN         1 1

MOHILL               5 1 6

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON      
Total

53 7 1 61

MANORHAMIL-
TON          

DROMAHAIR            1 1

DRUMSHAMBO           6 2 8

GLENFARNE            1 1

KINLOUGH             4 1 5

MANORHAMILTON        20 2 1 23

MANORHAMIL-
TON           Total

31 6 1 38

SLIGO                  CLIFFONEY            1 1

COLLOONEY            4 1 5

GRANGE               4 4

ROSSES POINT         1 1 2

SKREEN               1 1

SLIGO                114 20 5 1 1 1 142

SLIGO                   
Total

125 22 5 1 1 1 155

SLIGO / 
LEITRIM           
Total

249 43 7 2 1 1 303

TIPPERARY                CAHIR                  ARDFINNAN            1 1 2
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BALLYPOREEN          1 1

CAHIR                41 6 1 48

CASHEL               11 3 14

CLOGHEEN             1 1

CAHIR                   
Total

55 10 1 66

CLONMEL                CARRICK-ON-SUIR      14 2 16

CLONMEL              39 6 1 1 47

FETHARD              2 1 3

GRANGEMOCKLER        1 1

KILSHEELAN           1 1

MULLINAHONE          1 1

CLONMEL                 
Total

58 9 1 1 69

NENAGH                 BORRISOKANE          4 2 6

CLOUGHJORDAN         1 1

LORRHA               1 1

NENAGH               31 5 1 1 38

NEWPORT              9 2 11

PORTROE              1 1

TOOMEVARA            1 1

NENAGH                  
Total

47 10 1 1 59

TEMPLEMORE             BORRISOLEIGH         1 1 2

MONEYGALL            1 1

REARCROSS            1 1

ROSCREA              17 3 20

TEMPLEMORE           28 3 1 32

TEMPLETUOHY          1 1

TEMPLEMORE              
Total

49 7 1 57

THURLES                BALLINGARRY 
SOUTH    

1 1

KILLENAULE           3 1 4

LITTLETON            1 1

THURLES              65 9 2 1 1 78

THURLES                 
Total

70 10 2 1 1 84

TIPPERARY 
TOWN         

BANSHA               1 1

DUNDRUM              2 2

EMLY                 1 1

GOLDEN               1 1

TIPPERARY TOWN       24 5 1 1 31

TIPPERARY 
TOWN          Total

29 5 1 1 36

TIPPERARY                 
Total

308 51 5 6 1 371

WATERFORD                DUNGARVAN              AGLISH               1 1

AN RINN              1 1

ARDMORE              2 2

BALLYMACARBERRY      1 1

CAPPOQUIN            2 2

DUNGARVAN            38 5 1 1 45

LISMORE              3 1 4
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TALLOW               2 1 3

DUNGARVAN               
Total

50 7 1 1 59

TRAMORE                KILMACTHOMAS         3 2 5

KILMEADEN            1 1

LEAMYBRIEN           1 1

PORTLAW              1 1

RATHGORMACK          1 1

TRAMORE              31 4 1 36

TRAMORE                 
Total

38 6 1 45

WATERFORD              DUNMORE EAST         2 2

FERRYBANK            5 1 6

PASSAGE EAST         1 1

WATERFORD            142 22 4 2 1 171

WATERFORD               
Total

150 23 4 2 1 180

WATERFORD                 
Total

238 36 5 4 1 284

WESTMEATH                ATHLONE                ATHLONE              56 8 2 1 67

BALLYMORE            1 1

GLASSON              2 2

KILBEGGAN            4 1 5

MOATE                14 3 17

ATHLONE                 
Total

77 12 2 1 92

MULLINGAR              BALLYNACARGY         2 2

CASTLEPOLLARD        2 1 3

CASTLETOWN 
GEOGHEGAN 

1 1

DELVIN               10 2 12

FINEA                1 1

KILLUCAN             5 5

KINNEGAD             4 1 5

MULLINGAR            101 19 5 1 1 1 128

MULTYFARNHAM         1 1

RATHOWEN             1 1

ROCHFORTBRIDGE       2 1 3

MULLINGAR               
Total

130 24 5 1 1 1 162

WESTMEATH                 
Total

207 36 7 2 1 1 254

WEXFORD                  ENNISCORTHY            BLACKWATER           2 2

CLONROCHE            1 1 2

ENNISCORTHY          32 5 1 1 39

FERNS                2 2

OULART               1 1

OYLEGATE             1 1

ENNISCORTHY         
Total

38 7 1 1 47

GOREY                  BUNCLODY             7 1 8

COURTOWN HAR-
BOUR     

3 3

GOREY                38 7 1 1 47

GOREY                   
Total

48 8 1 1 58
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NEW ROSS               BALLYCULLANE         2 2

CARRICKBYRNE         2 2

CARRICK-ON-BAN-
NOW    

1 1

DUNCANNON            3 1 4

NEW ROSS             33 6 1 40

NEW ROSS                
Total

41 7 1 49

WEXFORD                CASTLEBRIDGE         2 1 3

KILMORE QUAY         3 1 4

ROSSLARE HARBOUR     6 6

ROSSLARE STRAND      1 1 2

TAGHMON              3 3

WEXFORD              72 12 2 1 1 88

WEXFORD                 
Total

87 15 2 1 1 106

WEXFORD                   
Total

214 37 4 4 1 260

WICKLOW                  BALTINGLASS            BALTINGLASS          29 5 1 35

BLESSINGTON          16 2 18

CARNEW               3 1 4

DONARD               1 1

DUNLAVIN             2 2

HOLLYWOOD            1 1

SHILLELAGH           1 1

TINAHELY             2 2

BALTINGLASS             
Total

55 8 1 64

BRAY                   BRAY                 101 16 5 1 1 124

ENNISKERRY           5 1 6

GREYSTONES           29 4 33

NEWTOWNMOUNT-
KENNEDY  

3 1 4

BRAY                    
Total

138 22 5 1 1 167

WICKLOW                ARKLOW               29 4 1 34

ASHFORD              7 2 9

AUGHRIM              2 2

AVOCA                2 2

RATHDRUM             3 1 4

ROUNDWOOD            3 1 4

WICKLOW              40 6 1 1 48

WICKLOW                 
Total

86 14 2 1 103

WICKLOW                   
Total

279 44 8 2 1 334

Opening hours  of Garda Stations throughout country in 2010
Opening Hours if not a 24-hour Station

District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

D.M.R. South Central
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Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

District “A”

Kevin St. Yes

Kilmainham Yes

District “B”

Pearse St Yes

Harcourt Tce. Yes

District “E”

Donnybrook Yes

Irishtown Yes

D.M.R. North Central

District “C”

Store St. Yes

District “D”

Bridewell Yes

District “U”

Fitzgibbon St. Yes

Mountjoy Yes

D.M.R.South

District “G”

Crumlin Yes

Sundrive Rd. Yes

District “M”

Rathfarnham Yes

Tallaght Yes

District “P”

Rathmines Yes

Terenure Yes

D.M.R.North

District “H”

Santry Yes

Whitehall Yes

Ballymun Yes

Dublin Airport Yes

District “R”

Coolock Yes

Malahide Yes

Swords Yes

District “J”

Raheny Yes

Clontarf Yes

Howth Yes

District: “Y”

Balbriggan Yes

Skerries No 10am -6pm 10am - 6pm 11am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Lusk No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Rush No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Garristown No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

D.M.R.West

District “K”

Blanchardstown Yes

Cabra Yes
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Finglas Yes

District “Q”

Lucan Yes

Ronanstown Yes

District “L”

Ballyfermot Yes

Clondalkin Yes

Rathcoole No 10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 5pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 5pm

Yes Clondalkin

D.M.R.East

District “F”

Dun Laoghaire Yes

Dalkey Yes

Kill-O-Grange Yes

Cabinteely Yes

Shankill Yes

District “W”

Blackrock Yes

Dundrum Yes

Stepaside Yes

Eastern Region

Meath

Division: Meath

District: Kells

Kells Yes

Crossakeel No 10am - 1pm (2 
days per week)

8pm-9pm or 
10am-11am

8pm-9pm or 
10am-11am

Yes Kells

Athboy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md 10am - 1pm Yes Kells

Oldcastle No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md 10am - 1pm Yes Kells

District: Trim

Trim Yes

Kilmessan No One member 
works in Kilmes-
san Sub District 
on Unit B

Station is open 
for 4 hours 
when member is 
working

9am - 5pm tour 
(open from 9am 
to 1pm) 2pm to 
10pm tour (open 
from 2pm to 
6pm) 6pm to 2am 
tour (open from 
6pm to 10pm)

Yes Trim

Summerhill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Trim

Longwood No 9am - 11am 9am - 11am 9am - 11am Yes Trim

Enfield No 2pm - 6pm and 
7pm - 10pm 
(Mon to Sat)

2pm - 6pm and 
7pm - 10pm 
(Mon to Sat)

10am - 1pm on 
Sunday

Yes Trim

Ballivor No 10am - 2pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

10am - 2pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

10am - 2pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

Yes Trim

District: Ashbourne

Ashbourne Yes

Dunboyne No 10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

Dunshaughlin No 10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

District: Navan

Navan Yes
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Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Slane No 10am - 1pm & 
6pm - 9pm 

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

11am - 1pm Yes Navan

Nobber No 10am - 1pm & 
6pm - 9pm 

10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Navan

District: Laytown

Laytown No 10am - 12md, 
5pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 12md, 
5pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

12md - 1pm Yes Laytown

Duleek No 9am - 11am 
& 6pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

9am - 11am 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

12md - 1pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

Yes Laytown

Division Kildare

District: Naas

Naas Yes

Kill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Clane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Robertstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Kilcullen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Ballymore Eustace No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Closed No Naas

District: Kildare

Kildare Yes

Athy No 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm Yes Kildare

Ballytore No mon, wed, fri 
7pm - 9pm.  

7pm - 9pm Closed No Kildare

Castledermot No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

Yes Kildare

Monasterevin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Kildare

Newbridge Yes

Rathangan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kildare

District: Leixlip

Leixlip Yes

Celbridge No 10am - 6pm, 7pm 
- 9pm

10am - 6pm, 
7pm - 9pm

12md - 2pm No Leixlip

Maynooth No 10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 6pm, 

10 am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Leixlip

Carbury No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Leixlip

Kilcock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Leixlip

Laois/Offaly

District: Portlaoise

Portlaoise Yes

Mountmellick No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise

Mountrath No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise

Portarlington No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 8pm - 9pm Yes Portlaoise

Stradbally No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Opening hours 
subject to man-
power availibility

Yes Portlaoise

Clonaslee No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Opening hours 
subject to man-
power availibility

Yes Portlaoise

District: Abbeyleix   

Abbeyleix Yes   

Ballacolla No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 
alternate satur-
days

10am - 1pm alter-
nate sundays 

Yes Abbeyleix

Durrow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Abbeyleix
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Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Rathdowney No 9am - 5pm subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballylinan No 9am - 5pm subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Abbeyleix

Arles No 10am - 1pm subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballinakill No 10am - 11am subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Abbeyleix

Borris-In-Ossory No 7pm - 8pm subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Abbeyleix

District: Birr

Birr Yes

Banagher No 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Birr

Cloghan No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Ferbane No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Kilcormac No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Kinnitty No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Shinrone No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Shannonbridge No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

District: Tullamore

Tullamore Yes  

Clara No 10am - 12md, 
2pm - 4pm

10am - 12md 10am - 1pm, al-
ternate Sundays

Yes Tullamore

Clonbologue No tues, fri 3pm - 
5pm

subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Tullamore

Daingean No 10am - 1pm subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Tullamore

Edenderry No 10am - 1pm, 3pm 
- 5pm Tue and 
Thurs.

subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Tullamore

Rhode No 10am - 1pm sub-
ject to manpower 

10am - 1pm, 
alternate Satur-
days

10am - 1pm, al-
ternate Sundays

Yes Tullamore

Geashill No subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

subject to man-
power

Yes Tullamore

Westmeath

District: Mullingar

Mullingar Yes

Ballynacargy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Castlepollard No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Castletown Geoghegan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Delvin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am -1pm Yes Mullingar

Finea No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Mullingar

Killucan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

Kinnegad No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

Multyfarnham No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 Sat 
/ 10am-1pm 1 
Sat / 2pm-6pm 
1 Sat.

8pm-10pm 1Sun/ 
10am-1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 Sun.

Yes Mullingar

Rathowen No 10am - 1pm 10am-1pm 1 
Sat,2pm-4pm 1 
Sat ,8pm-10pm 
1 Sat

10am-1pm 1 Sun 
/  8pm-10pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Mullingar

Rochfortbridge No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

District: Athlone  

Athlone Yes  
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Friday
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Ballinahown No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to man-
power)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, Sub-
ject to manpower

Yes Athlone

Ballymore No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to man-
power)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 1 
Subject to man-
power

Yes Athlone

Glasson No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to man-
power)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 1 
Subject to man-
power

Yes Athlone

Kilbeggan No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to man-
power)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 1 
Subject to man-
power

Yes Athlone

Moate No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to man-
power)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 1 
Subject to man-
power

Yes Athlone

Wicklow

District: Wicklow  

Wicklow Yes

Arklow Yes

Ashford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Rathdrum No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm Yes Wicklow

Avoca No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Roundwood No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Aughrim No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

District: Baltinglass

Baltinglass Yes

Blessington No 10am - 1pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 10pm

11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Dunlavin No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Hollywood No 8pm - 10pm 8pm - 10pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Donard No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Shillelagh No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Tinahely No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Carnew No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

11am-1pm No Baltinglass

District Bray:

Bray Yes Bray

Enniskerry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Bray

Greystones Yes Bray
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Newtownmountken-
nedy

No 9am - 1pm 9am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

9am - 1pm Yes Bray

South Eastern Region

Wexford

District: Wexford

Wexford Yes

Taghmon No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Baldwinstown No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Castlebridge No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Kilmore Quay No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Glynn No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare Harbour No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

District: Gorey

Gorey Yes

Bunclody No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7pm

Yes Gorey

Courtown Harbour No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm Yes Gorey

District: Enniscorthy

Enniscorthy Yes

Blackwater No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Yes Enniscorthy

Ferns No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Kiltealy No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Oylegate No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Oulart No 4.30pm - 5.30pm 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Clonroche No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Enniscorthy

District: New Ross

New Ross Yes

Ballywilliam No Members 
attached to Ne-
wross deal with 
issues pertaining 
to Ballywilliam

 No New Ross

Ballycullane No 7pm - 8pm (wed) 
2pm - 3pm (fri)

Closed Closed Yes New Ross

Carrick-On-Bannow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes New Ross

Duncannon No 10am - 12pm, 
(mon, wed, thur, 
fri) 7pm -9pm 
(tues)

10am - 12md Closed Yes New Ross

Carrickbyrne No 7pm - 8pm (mon) 11am - 12pm Closed Yes New Ross

Campile No 10am - 11am 
(mon) 5pm - 6pm 
(thur)

Closed Closed Yes New Ross

Kilkenny/Carlow

District: Kilkenny

Kilkenny Yes  
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Freshford No 10am - 11am or 
6pm - 7pm, Mon-
Thurs, Friday 
10am -11am or 
7pm - 8pm

7pm - 8pm Closed Yes Kilkenny

Callan No 10am - 12pm or 
6pm - 7pm

6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Kilkenny

Castlecomer No 10am - 1pm or 
6pm - 7pm, Mon-
Thurs, Friday 
10am - 1pm or 
7pm - 8pm

10am - 1pm 10am-11am Yes Kilkenny

Ballyragget No 10am - 11am or 
6pm - 7pm, Mon-
Thurs,  Friday 
10am - 11am or 
7pm - 8pm

11am-12pm or 
7pm - 8pm

Closed Yes Kilkenny

Johnstown No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny

Urlingford No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny

District: Thomastown

Thomastown Yes

Ballyhale No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Bennetsbridge No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

closed Yes Thomastown

Glenmore No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Waterford

Goresbridge No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Graiguenamanagh No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Thomastown

Inistioge No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Kilmacow No 12md -1pm 12md -1pm Closed Yes Waterford

Kilmoganny No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Mooncoin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12.30pm - 
1.30pm

Yes Waterford

Mullinavat No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Piltown No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Yes Clonmel

Stonyford No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tuesday 
11.00 - 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

District: Carlow  

Carlow Yes

Ballon No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Borris No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

No Thomastown

Hacketstown No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm Closed No Baltinglass

Leighlinbridge No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

No Carlow
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Muinebheag No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Myshall No 10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 7.30pm 

No Carlow

Rathvilly No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed No Baltinglass

Tullow No 10am - 1 pm 10am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Waterford

District: Waterford

Waterford Yes

Dunmore East No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

Ferrybank No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

Passage East No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

District: Dungarvan

Dungarvan Yes  

Aglish No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ardmore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ballyduff No 10am- 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ballymacarberry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1.30pm Yes Dungarvan

Cappoquin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ring No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Lismore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Tallow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

District: Tramore

Tramore Yes  

Kill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Kilmacthomas No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Kilmeaden No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Portlaw No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Rathgormack No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Leamybrien No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12.30pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Tipperary

District: Thurles

Thurles Yes

Ballingarry South No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Ballinure No Members at-
tached to Thurles 
deal with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballinure

 Yes Thurles

Holycross No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Killenaule No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Littleton No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

District: Clonmel

Clonmel Yes

Carrick-On-Suir No 9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

Yes Clonmel
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Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Fethard No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Grangemockler No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Kilsheelan No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

Mullinahone No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

District: Cahir

Cahir Yes

Ardfinnan No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

Ballyporeen No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

New Inn No 10am - 1pm or 
3pm - 5pm

Closed Closed Yes Cahir

Cashel No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Cahir

Clogheen No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

District: Nenagh

Nenagh Yes

Ballingarry North No 12midday - 1pm 12midday - 1pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Borrisokane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Nenagh

Cloughjordan No 10.30am - 
11.30am

10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Nenagh

Lorrha No 3pm - 4.30pm 3pm - 4.30pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Newport No 9.30am - 
10.30pm & 8pm 
- 9pm

9.30am - 
10.30pm & 8pm 
- 9pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Dolla No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Portroe No 3.30pm - 4.30pm 3.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Toomevara No 10am - 11am   10am - 11am Closed Yes Nenagh

Terryglass No 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed No Nenagh

District: Templemore

Templemore Yes

Borrisoleigh No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 3pm, 
when manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

Moyne No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 3pm, 
when manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Roscrea Yes No Templemore

Templederry No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 3pm, 
when manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Templetuohy No 10am - 11am or 
2pm - 3pm, when 
manpower avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Moneygall No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 3pm, 
when manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

Rearcross No 2.30 - 4.30pm Closed Closed No Templemore
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Shevry No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 3pm, 
when manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

District: Tipperary 
Town

Tipperary Town Yes

Bansha No 10am-1pm Early 
Tour, 2pm- 6pm 
Late Tour.

10am-1pm 10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Cappawhite No 10am-1pm Early 
Tour, 2pm- 6pm 
Late Tour.

10am-1pm 10am-1pm No Tipperary

Dundrum No 10am-1pm Early 
Tour, 2pm- 6pm 
Late Tour.

10am-1pm 2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Emly No 10am-1pm Early 
Tour, 2pm- 6pm 
Late Tour.

 2pm-4pm  2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Golden No 10am-1pm Early 
Tour, 2pm- 6pm 
Late Tour.

10am-1pm 10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Southern Region

Cork City

District: Anglesea 
Street

Anglesea Street Yes Yes Anglesea St

Barrack Street No 9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

10am-1pm, 3pm-
6pm

Yes Anglesea St

Bridewell Yes Yes Anglesea St

Blackrock No 9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-10pm

10am-1pm, 3pm-
6pm

Yes Anglesea St

District: Gurranabraher

Gurranabraher Yes Yes Gurranabraher

Blarney No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

10am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm

Yes Gurranabraher

Ballincollig No 9am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm, 7pm-8pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

10am-1pm, 2pm-
6pm

Yes Gurranabraher

Rathduff No 9am-1pm 9am-12md or 
6pm-9pm

9am-12md or 
6pm-9pm

No Gurrahabraher

District: Mayfield

Mayfield Yes Yes Mayfield

McCurtain Street No Members 
attached to May-
field deal with 
issues pertaining 
to McCurtain 
Street

 No Mayfield

Watercourse Road No 9am - 6pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

9am - 6pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

10am - 2pm, 7pm 
- 10pm

Yes Mayfield

Mallow Road No Members 
attached to 
Mayfield District 
deal with issues 
pertaining to 
Mallow Road

 No Mayfield

District: Togher

Togher Yes Yes Togher

Douglas No 10am -6pm or 
7pm - 10pm

10am -6pm or 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 2pm Yes Togher
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Bishopstown No 9am - 1pm or 
2pm - 8pm

9am - 1pm or 
2pm - 8pm

10am - 1pm Yes Togher

Carrigaline No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 11am - 2pm Yes Togher

Passage West No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Togher

Crosshaven No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Togher

Cork North

District: Fermoy

Fermoy Yes

Mitchelstown No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Fermoy

Ballynoe No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Kilworth No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Kildorrery No 6.30pm - 7.30pm 6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

Castletownroche No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Rathcormack No 6.30pm - 7.30pm 6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

District: Cobh

Cobh Yes

Carrig na Bhfear No 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm Yes Cobh

Carrigtowohill No 10am - 12md 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh

Glanmire No 9am - 6pm 9am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh

Watergrasshill No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Yes Cobh

Glenville No 2.30pm -3.30pm 2.30pm -3.30pm Closed No Cobh

District: Midleton

Midleton Yes

Youghal No 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm No Midleton

Cloyne No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Whitegate No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Killeagh No 4pm - 6pm 4pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Ballycotton No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

District: Mallow

Mallow Yes No

Buttevant No Mon 6pm - 7pm, 
Tues - Fri 10am 
- 11am 

11am - 1pm, 
7pm - 8.30pm 

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Doneraile No Mon 7.30pm - 
8.30pm, Tues 
- Fri 11.30am - 
12.30pm 

11.30am - 
12.30pm

11.30am - 
12.30pm

No Mallow

Milford No either morning or 
evening 1 hour 
daily when mem-
ber is rosterd for 
duty.  Notice on 
door

either morning 
or evening 1 
hour daily when 
member is 
rosterd for duty.  
Notice on door

either morning 
or evening 1 
hour daily when 
member is rosterd 
for duty.  Notice 
on door

No Mallow

Charleville No 10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 1.15pm 
-2 pm

10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 1.15pm 
-2 pm

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Glantane No when resources 
avl, 1 hr daily, 
notice on door

when resources 
avl, 1 hr daily, 
notice on door

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Liscarroll No when resources 
avl, 1 hr daily, 
notice on door

when resources 
avl, 1 hr daily, 
notice on door

open 1 hour 
either morning or 
evening

No Mallow

Cork West

District: Bandon
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Bandon Yes

Ballineen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballinhassig No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballinspittle No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballyfeard No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Innishannon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Kilbrittan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Kinsale No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm No Bandon

Timoleague No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

District: Bantry

Bantry Yes

Adrigole No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Ballydehob No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Castletownbere No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Drimoleague No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Durrus No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Glengarrif No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Goleen No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Kealkil No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Schull No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

District: Clonakilty

Clonakilty Yes

Ballygurteen No Members 
attached to Bal-
timore deal with 
issues pertaining 
to Ballygurteen

 No Clonakilty

Baltimore No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Castletownsend No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Drinagh No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Dunmanway No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Clonakilty

Roscarbery No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Skibereen No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed Yes Clonakilty

District: Kanturk

Kanturk Yes

Ballydesmond No 6.30pm - 8.30pm 6.30 - 8.30pm Closed No Kanturk

Boherbue No 2.30pm - 4.30pm 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Knocknagree No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed No Kanturk

Meelin No 6.30pm - 8.30pm 6.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Millstreet No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am -1pm No Kanturk

Newmarket No 10.30am - 
12.30pm

10.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Rathmore No 2.30pm - 4.30pm 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

District: Macroom

Macroom Yes

Ballingeary No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Ballyvourney No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Coachford No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Crookstown No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Inchigeela No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Stuake No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Tarelton No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Kerry

District: Tralee

Tralee Yes

Ardfert No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Tralee

Fenit No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed Yes Tralee

Abbeydorney No 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed Yes Tralee

Dingle No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tralee

Clochan No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Tralee

Castlegregory No 2.30 - 3.30pm 2.30 - 3.30pm Closed Yes Tralee

Annascaul No 10.30am - 
11.30am

10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Tralee

Ballyferriter No 4.30pm - 5.30pm 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Tralee

Camp No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Tralee

District: Caherciveen

Caherciveen Yes

Ballinskelligs No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

Valentia Island No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Glenbeigh No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Portmagee No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Killorglin No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Caherciveen

Waterville No 9am - 1pm 9am - 1pm Closed Yes Caherciveen

Sneem No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

Castlemaine No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

District: Killarney

Killarney Yes

Kilgarvan No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Killarney

Kenmare No  9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

Castleisland No 11am - 3pm & 
8pm - 9.30pm

11am - 3pm  &  
8pm - 9.30pm

Closed Yes Killarney

Farranfore No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Killarney

Barraduff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes Killarney

Beaufort No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killarney

Lauragh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

District: Listowel

Listowel Yes

Ballyheigue No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballylongford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballybunion No 9.30am - 5.30pm 9.30am - 
5.30pm

12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballyduff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Brosna No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Knocknagoshall No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Lixnaw No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Moyvane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Tarbert No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Limerick

District: Henry Street

Henry St Yes

Mary St No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Henry St

Castleconnell No 10am - 1pm, 5pm 
- 7pm 

10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

10am - 12md, 
5pm - 7pm 

Yes Henry St

Ardnacrusha No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Henry St
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Mayorstone Pk. No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 1pm Yes Henry St

District: Roxboro Road

Roxboro Rd Yes

Patrickswell No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road

Ballyneety No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road

Caherconlish No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road

District: Askeaton

Askeaton Yes

Adare No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Pallaskenry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Croom No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Foynes No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Glin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Shanagolden No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Rathkeale No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

District: Bruff

Bruff Yes

Kilfinane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Ballylanders No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Hospital No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Bruree No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Kilmallock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Pallas No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Cappamore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Oola No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Doon No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

No Bruff

Galbally No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Murroe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

District: Newcastlewest

Newcastlewest Yes

Dromcollogher No 10am - 11.30am 10am- 11.30am closed Yes Newcastle West

Abbeyfeale No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md closed Yes Newcastle West

Ballingarry No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Tournafulla No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Athea No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Kilmeedy No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Castletown No 2.30pm - 3.30pm 2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

closed Yes Newcastle West

Western Region

Clare

District: Ennis

Ennis Yes  

Shannon Yes Yes Ennis

Crusheen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ennis

Lissycasey No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm Yes Ennis

Newmarket On Fergus No 10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 9pm

Yes Ennis

Quin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm Yes Ennis

Sixmilebridge No 10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 6pm 
- 9pm

Yes Ennis
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Y/N
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Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

District: Kilrush

Kilrush Yes

Carrigaholt No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Doonbeg No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kilmihil No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Labasheeda No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kildysart No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kilkee No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

District: Killaloe

Killaloe Yes

Broadford No 2.30pm - 4.30pm 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Scariff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killaloe

Mountshannon No 7.30 pm - 
8.30pm

7.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Tulla No 2.30pm - 3.30pm 2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

District: Ennistymon

Ennistymon Yes

Ballyvaughan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Corofin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Inagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Lahinch No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Lisdoonvarna No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Miltown Malbay No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Galway 

District: Galway

Galway Yes

Oranmore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Galway

Carndolla No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Lough George No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Athenry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Monivea No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Kiltullagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

District: Ballinasloe

Ballinasloe Yes

Ahascragh No 1 hour daily - no 
set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kilconnel No 1 hour daily - no 
set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kiltormer No Members 
attached to Bal-
linasloe deal with 
calls pertaining 
to Kiltormer

 Yes Ballinasloe

Menlough No 1 hour daily - no 
set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Mountbellew No 10am - 1pm, 2pm 
- 5pm

10am - 11am 12md - 1pm Yes Ballinasloe

Moylough No 1 hour daily - no 
set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Ballygar No 10am - 11am 6pm-7pm 10am - 11am Yes Ballinasloe

Creggs No 10am - 11am 6pm-7pm Closed Yes Ballinasloe

District: Clifden  

Clifden Yes
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Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Recess No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Letterfrack No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Lennaun No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Carna No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Maam No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Roundstone No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

District: Loughrea

Loughrea Yes

Eyrecourt No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5 pm Closed Yes Loughrea

Killimor No 2.30pm - 3.30pm 2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

Closed Yes Loughrea

Kilrickle No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Loughrea

New Inn No 7pm-8pm 7pm - 8pm Closed Yes Loughrea

Portumna No 10am - 1pm 10am  - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Loughrea

Tynagh No 11.30am - 
12.30am

11.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed Yes Loughrea

Woodford No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Loughrea

District: Salthill

Salthill Yes

Moycullen No 10am - 1pm 3pm - 6pm Closed Yes Salthill

Carraroe No 10am - 11am Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Ros Muc No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Inverin No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Spiddle No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Leitir Mor No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Uachtarard  No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Cill Ronain No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

District: Gort

Gort Yes

Ardrahan No Mon 7.30pm - 
8.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm to 
8.30pm, Fri 
10am to 11am,  
Sat 2.30pm to 
3.30pm.

2.30 pm -  3.30 
pm

Closed Yes Gort

Craughwell No Mon 10 am to 
12md, Tue 8pm - 
10pm, Wed 2pm 
-4pm, Thu10 am 
- 12md,  Fri 2pm  
- 4pm.      

10am - 11am , 
8pm - 10pm                

Yes Gort

Kinvara No Mon 7pm -8pm, 
Wed 7.30pm - 
8.30pm.

11am - 12md Closed Yes Gort

Kilchreest No Wed 10am - 1 
pm, Fri 8.30pm - 
9.30pm.

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Kilcolgan No Tue 10am - 
11am,  Thur 
8.30pm - 9.30 
pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Shanaglish No Tue 10am -11am 
Thu 7.30pm- 
8.30pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort

District: Tuam

Tuam Yes

Barnadearg No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam
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Ballymoe No 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm Yes Tuam

Corofin No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Dunmore No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Headford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Tuam

Williamstown No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

10am - 11am 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Milltown No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Kilconly No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Glenamaddy No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. Fri 
5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Roscommon/Longford

District: Roscommon

Roscommon Yes

Athleague No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Roscommon

Ballyforan No 9am- 10am, 2pm 
-4pm, 8pm - 
9pm. 

9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 8pm 
- 9pm. 

9am- 10am, 2pm 
-4pm, 8pm - 9pm. 

Yes Roscommon

Clonark No Awaiting refur-
bishment

 No Roscommon

Knockcroghery No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Roscommon

Taughmaconnel No 10am - 11am, 
6pm - 7pm.

10am - 11am, 
6pm - 7pm.

Closed Yes Roscommon

District: Boyle

Boyle Yes

Cootehall No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

Yes Boyle

Elphin No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Yes Boyle

Keadue No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

No Boyle

Roosky No 10am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm 11am - 1pm Yes Boyle

Strokestown No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed No Boyle

Tarmonbarry No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm, 3 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Boyle

Ballyfarnan No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

No Boyle

District: Longford

Longford Yes

Ballymahon No 11am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 2 
Saturdays per 
month

11am - 1pm, 
1 Sunday per 
month

Yes Longford

Kenagh No 3pm - 5pm, 2 
days per week

2pm - 5pm, 3 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Longford

Newtowncashel No 11am - 1pm 3 
days per week

11am - 1pm, 1 
Saturday per 
month

2pm - 5pm 2 
Sundays per 
month

No Longford
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Lanesboro No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Longford

District: Granard  

Granard Yes  

Ardagh No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm, 2 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Granard

Drumlish No 8pm - 10pm 6pm - 10pm, 
1 Saturday per 
month

10am - 1pm, 
2 Sundays per 
month

No Granard

Ballinalee No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 Sat 
/ 10am-1pm 1 
Sat / 2pm-6pm 
1 Sat.

8pm-10pm 1Sun/ 
10am-1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 Sun.

Yes Granard

Edgeworthstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Granard

Smear No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 Sat 
/ 10am-1pm 1 
Sat / 2pm-6pm 
1 Sat.

8pm-10pm 1Sun/ 
10am-1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 Sun.

Yes Granard

District: Castlerea

Castlerea Yes

Ballaghadereen No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Castlerea

Ballinlough No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Ballintubber No 10pm - 1pm 12pm - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Frenchpark No 10am-12pm, 
8pm-10pm

10am-12md, 2 
Sat/month 8pm 
-10pm 2 Sat/
month 

10am - 12md Yes Castlerea

Loughlynn No 10pm - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Tulsk No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 8pm-
9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

Yes Castlerea

Mayo

District: Castlebar

Castlebar Yes

Ballyvary No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed Castlebar

Ballyglass No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Balla No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Partry No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Glenisland No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Tourmakeady No 11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

11am - 12md 
&8pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

District: Ballina

Ballina Yes

Killala No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Ballycastle No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Bonnicconlon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Crossmolina No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Lahardane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

District:Belmullet

Belmullet Yes

Blacksod No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

Bellacorrick No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet
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Bangor Erris No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md No Belmullet

Ballycroy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

Glenamoy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

District: Claremorris

Claremorris Yes  

Kilmaine No 2.30pm - 3.30pm 2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed No Claremorris

Ballindine No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed No Claremorris

Knock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Claremorris

Ballinrobe No 11am - 1pm, 8pm 
- 9pm 

11am - 1pm, 12pm - 1pm No Claremorris

Cong No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed No Claremorris

Shrule No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremorris

Hollymount No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremorris

District: Swinford

Swinford Yes

Kiltimagh No 10am - 12md 10am - 12pm Closed No Swinford

Charlestown No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

Kilkelly No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

Ballyhaunis No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Swinford

Foxford No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

District:Westport

Westport Yes

Newport No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Achill Sound No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Mulranny No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Louisburgh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Keel No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Northern Region.

Sligo/Leitrim

District: Sligo

Sligo Yes

Collooney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Skreen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Coolaney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Cliffoney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Rosses Point No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Grange No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

District: Ballymote

Ballymote Yes

Tubbercurry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Gurteen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Riverstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Aclare No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Bunnanadden No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Easkey No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Ballyfarnon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Enniscrone No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Carrick-On-Shannon

Carrick-On-Shannon Yes

Cloone No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Ballinamore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon
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Dromod No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Keshcarrigan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Mohill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Carrigallen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

District: Manorham-
ilton

Manorhamilton Yes

Kiltyclogher No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Drumkerrin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Kinlough No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Glenfarne No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Dromahair No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Drumshambo No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Donegal

District: Letterkenny

Letterkenny Yes

Carrigans No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Castlefin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Brocach No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Newtowncunningham No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Raphoe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Lifford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Ballybofey: This sta-
tion has 24 hour mobile 
patrol. Opening hours 
to Public as stated

No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm Closed Yes Letterkenny

Convoy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Letterkenny

District: Buncrana

Buncrana Yes

Burnfoot No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Buncrana

Carndonagh No 9am - 3pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Buncrana

Clonmanny No 7pm - 8pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Malin No 6pm - 7pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Culdaff No 8pm - 9pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Moville No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Buncrana

Muff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Buncrana

District: Milford

Milford Yes

Carrigart No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Kerrykeel No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Kilmacrennan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Churchill No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

Dunfanaghy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Craosloch No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

Falcarragh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Ramelton No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Rathmullen No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

District: Glenties

Glenties Yes

Annagry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Ardara No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Bunbeag No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Burtonport No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Clougher No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Doochary No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Dungloe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Carrick No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Gleann Cholmcille No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

District: Ballyshannon

Ballyshannon Yes

Ballintra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Bundoran No 10am - 1pm, 7pm 
- 8pm

10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 8pm

10am - 1pm, 7pm 
- 8pm

Yes Ballyshannon

Donegal Town Yes

Pettigo No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Dunkineely No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Na Cealla Beaga No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Mountcharles No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Cavan/Monaghan

District: Monaghan

Monaghan Yes

Clones No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Newbliss No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

Clontibret No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

Scotstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Emyvale No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Smithboro No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

District: Carrick-
macross

Carrickmacross Yes

Ballybay No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Castleblaney Yes

Shantonagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Corrinshigagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Rockcorry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

District: Cavan

Cavan Yes

Ballinagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Arva No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Stradone No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Redhills No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Kilnaleck No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

District: Baileboro

Baileboro Yes

Kingscourt No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Mullagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Shercock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Tullyvin No Sub station Ir-
regular Opening 
Hours

Yes Baileboro

Virginia No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Cootehill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Ballyjamesduff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

District: Ballyconnell
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District 24hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diversion to

Ballyconnell Yes

Belturbet No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Swanlinbar No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Killeshandra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Bawnboy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Dowra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Blacklion No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Louth

District: Drogheda

Drogheda Yes

Clogherhead No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Dunleer No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

District: Dundalk

Dundalk Yes

Blackrock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk

Carlingford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk

Drumad Yes

Hackballscross No 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm Yes Dundalk

Omeath No 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm Yes Dundalk

District: Ardee 

Ardee (24hr Patrol) No 9am - 2pm & 
6pm- 10pm

9am - 2pm Closed

Castlebellingham No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Drogheda

Collon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Louth No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Opening hours and strength of  Garda Stations throughout country in 2011
Opening Hours if not a 24-hour Station

District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

D.M.R. South Central

District “A”

Kevin St. 153 Yes

Kilmainham 75 Yes

District “B”

Pearse St 256 Yes

Harcourt Tce. 80 Yes

District “E”

Donnybrook 130 Yes

Irishtown 50 Yes

D.M.R. North Central

District “C”

Store St. 278 Yes

District “D”

Bridewell 170 Yes

District “U”

Fitzgibbon St. 114 Yes

Mountjoy 100 Yes
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District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

D.M.R.South

District “G”

Crumlin 105 Yes

Sundrive Rd. 72 Yes

District “M”

Rathfarnham 73 Yes

Tallaght 198 Yes

District “P”

Rathmines 64 Yes

Terenure 102 Yes

D.M.R.North

District “H”

Santry 82 Yes

Whitehall 47 Yes

Ballymun 117 Yes

Dublin Airport 26 Yes

District “R”

Coolock 119 Yes

Malahide 36 Yes

Swords 81 Yes

District “J”

Raheny 68 Yes

Clontarf 78 Yes

Howth 40 Yes

District: “Y”

Balbriggan 71 Yes

Skerries 10 No 10am -6pm 10am - 6pm 11am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Lusk 7 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Rush 4 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

Garristown 3 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

D.M.R.West

District “K”

Blanchardstown 195 Yes

Cabra 68 Yes

Finglas 122 Yes

District “Q”

Lucan 78 Yes

Ronanstown 98 Yes

District “L”

Ballyfermot 97 Yes

Clondalkin 98 Yes

Rathcoole 27 No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clon-
dalkin

D.M.R.East

District “F”

Dun Laoghaire 105 Yes

Dalkey 31 Yes

Kill-O-Grange 29 Yes

Cabinteely 38 Yes

Shankill 60 Yes
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District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

District “W”

Blackrock 94 Yes

Dundrum 74 Yes

Stepaside 30 Yes

Eastern Region

Meath

Division: Meath

District: Kells

Kells 53 Yes

Crossakeel 1 No 10am - 1pm 
(2 days per 
week)

8pm-9pm or 
10am-11am

8pm-9pm or 
10am-11am

Yes Kells

Athboy 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md 10am - 1pm Yes Kells

Oldcastle 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md 10am - 1pm Yes Kells

District: Trim

Trim 31 Yes

Kilmessan
(subject to manpower)

1 No 12pm - 2pm 12pm - 2pm 12pm - 2pm Yes Trim

Summerhill
(subject to manpower)

3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Trim

Longwood
(subject to manpower)

2 No 10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

Yes Trim

Enfield (subject to man-
power)

7 No 10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

Yes Trim

Ballivor
(subject to manpower)

3 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 12pm 10am - 12pm Yes Trim

District: Ashbourne

Ashbourne 47 Yes

Dunboyne 13 No 10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

Dunshaughlin 23 No 10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

District: Navan

Navan 78 Yes

Slane 4 No 10am - 1pm 
& 6pm - 9pm 

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

11am - 1pm Yes Navan

Nobber 4 No 10am - 1pm 
& 6pm - 9pm 

10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Navan

District: Laytown

Laytown 25 No 10am - 12md, 
5pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 12md, 
5pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

12md - 1pm Yes Navan

Duleek 4 No 9am - 11am 
& 6pm - 8pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

9am - 11am 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

12md - 1pm 
(Manpower 
Permitting)

Yes Navan

Division Kildare

District: Naas

Naas 102 Yes

Kill 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Clane 11 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Robertstown 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas

Kilcullen 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas



11 June 2013

518

District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Ballymore Eustace 2 No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Closed No Naas

District: Kildare

Kildare 28 Yes

Athy 32 No 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm Yes Kildare

Ballytore 2 No mon, wed, fri 
7pm - 9pm.  

7pm - 9pm Closed No Kildare

Castledermot 3 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Kildare

Monasterevin 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Kildare

Newbridge 47 Yes

Rathangan 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kildare

District: Leixlip

Leixlip 34 Yes

Celbridge 17 No 10am - 6pm, 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 6pm, 
7pm - 9pm

12md - 2pm No Leixlip

Maynooth 13 No 10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 9pm

12md - 2pm Yes Leixlip

Carbury 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Leixlip

Kilcock 9 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Leixlip

Laois/Offaly

District: Portlaoise

Portlaoise 104 Yes

Mountmellick 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise

Mountrath 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise

Portarlington 14 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 8pm - 9pm Yes Portlaoise

Stradbally 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availibility

Yes Portlaoise

Clonaslee 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availibility

Yes Portlaoise

District: Abbeyleix   

Abbeyleix 26 Yes   

Ballacolla 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 
alternate 
saturdays

10am - 1pm 
alternate 
sundays 

Yes Abbeyleix

Durrow 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Abbeyleix

Rathdowney 4 No 9am - 5pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballylinan 3 No 9am - 5pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Arles 2 No 10am - 1pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballinakill 1 No 10am - 11am subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Borris-In-Ossory 1 No 7pm - 8pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

District: Birr

Birr 29 Yes

Banagher 5 No 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Birr

Cloghan 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Ferbane 5 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Kilcormac 2 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Kinnitty 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
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District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Shinrone 2 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

Shannonbridge 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

District: Tullamore

Tullamore 73 Yes  

Clara 5 No 10am - 12md, 
2pm - 4pm

10am - 12md 10am - 1pm, 
alternate 
Sundays

Yes Tullamore

Clonbologue 1 No tues, fri 3pm 
- 5pm

subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Daingean 2 No 10am - 1pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Edenderry 13 No 10am - 1pm, 
3pm - 5pm 
Tue and 
Thurs.

subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Rhode 2 No 10am - 1pm 
subject to 
manpower 

10am - 1pm, 
alternate 
Saturdays

10am - 1pm, 
alternate 
Sundays

Yes Tullamore

Geashill 0 No subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Westmeath

District: Mullingar

Mullingar 125 Yes

Ballynacargy 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Castlepollard 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Castletown Geoghegan 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Mullingar

Delvin 15 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am -1pm Yes Mullingar

Finea 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Mullingar

Killucan 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

Kinnegad 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

Multyfarnham 1 No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 
Sat / 10am-
1pm 1 Sat / 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sat.

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Mullingar

Rathowen 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am-1pm 1 
Sat,2pm-4pm 
1 Sat ,8pm-
10pm 1 Sat

10am-1pm 1 
Sun /  8pm-
10pm 1 Sun.

Yes Mullingar

Rochfortbridge 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Mullingar

District: Athlone  

Athlone 69 Yes  

Ballinahown 1 No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
Subject to 
manpower

Yes Athlone

Ballymore 1 No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
1 Subject to 
manpower

Yes Athlone

Glasson 2 No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
1 Subject to 
manpower

Yes Athlone

Kilbeggan 5 No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
1 Subject to 
manpower

Yes Athlone

Moate 17 No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
1 Subject to 
manpower

Yes Athlone

Wicklow
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District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

District: Wicklow  

Wicklow 48 Yes

Arklow 34 Yes

Ashford 11 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm Yes Wicklow

Rathdrum 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm Yes Wicklow

Avoca 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm Yes Wicklow

Roundwood 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Aughrim 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

District: Baltinglass

Baltinglass 36 Yes

Blessington 17 No 10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 10pm

11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Dunlavin 2 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Hollywood 1 No 8pm - 10pm 8pm - 10pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Donard 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Shillelagh 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Tinahely 2 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Carnew 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

11am-1pm No Baltinglass

District Bray:

Bray 127 Yes Bray

Enniskerry 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Bray

Greystones 35 Yes Bray

Newtownmountkennedy 4 No 9am - 1pm 9am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

9am - 1pm Yes Bray

South Eastern Region

Wexford

District: Wexford

Wexford 95 Yes

Taghmon 3 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Baldwinstown 1 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford
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District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Castlebridge 2 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Kilmore Quay 2 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Glynn 1 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare 2 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare Harbour 7 No 10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

District: Gorey

Gorey 51 Yes

Bunclody 8 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Gorey

Courtown Harbour 4 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm Yes Gorey

District: Enniscorthy

Enniscorthy 39 Yes

Blackwater 3 No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Yes Enniscorthy

Ferns 3 No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Kiltealy 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Oylegate 2 No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Oulart 1 No 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Enniscorthy

Clonroche 2 No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Enniscorthy

District: New Ross

New Ross 39 Yes

Ballywilliam 0 No Members 
attached to 
Newross deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballywilliam

 No New Ross

Ballycullane 2 No 7pm - 8pm 
(wed) 2pm - 
3pm (fri)

Closed Closed Yes New Ross

Carrick-On-Bannow 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes New Ross

Duncannon 4 No 10am - 12pm, 
(mon, wed, 
thur, fri) 7pm 
-9pm (tues)

10am - 12md Closed Yes New Ross

Carrickbyrne 2 No 7pm - 8pm 
(mon)

11am - 12pm Closed Yes New Ross

Campile 1 No 10am - 11am 
(mon) 5pm - 
6pm (thur)

Closed Closed Yes New Ross

Kilkenny/Carlow

District: Kilkenny

Kilkenny 98 Yes  

Freshford 1 No 10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 
7pm, Mon-
Thurs, Friday 
10am -11am 
or 7pm - 8pm 
(if member 
working).

7pm - 8pm Closed Yes Kilkenny
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Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Callan 6 No 10am - 12pm 
or 6pm - 7pm

6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Kilkenny

Castlecomer 14 No 10am - 1pm 
or 6pm - 
7pm, Mon-
Thurs, Friday 
10am - 1pm 
or 7pm - 8pm

10am - 1pm 10am-11am Yes Kilkenny

Ballyragget 1 No 10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 7pm, 
Mon-Thurs,  
Friday 10am 
- 11am or 
7pm - 8pm 
(if memebr 
working). 

11am-12pm or 
7pm - 8pm

Closed Yes Kilkenny

Johnstown 2 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny

Urlingford 1 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny

District: Thomastown

Thomastown 40 Yes

Ballyhale 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Bennetsbridge 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

closed Yes Thomastown

Glenmore 1 No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Waterford

Goresbridge 2 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Graiguenamanagh 6 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Thomastown

Inistioge 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Kilmacow 1 No 12md -1pm 12md -1pm Closed Yes Waterford

Kilmoganny 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Mooncoin 14 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12.30pm - 
1.30pm

Yes Waterford

Mullinavat 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

Piltown 1 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Yes Clonmel

Stonyford 1 No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 
- 13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomastown

District: Carlow  

Carlow 77 Yes
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Ballon 1 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Borris 2 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Thomastown

Hacketstown 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm Closed No Baltinglass

Leighlinbridge 2 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Carlow

Muinebheag 12 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Myshall 1 No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Carlow

Rathvilly 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed No Baltinglass

Tullow 18 No 10am - 1 pm 10am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Waterford

District: Waterford

Waterford 172 Yes

Dunmore East 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

Ferrybank 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

Passage East 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

District: Dungarvan

Dungarvan 50 Yes  

Aglish 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ardmore 2 No 7.30pm - 
9.30pm

7.30pm - 
9.30pm

12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ballyduff 1 No 10am- 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ballymacarberry 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 
1.30pm

Yes Dungarvan

Cappoquin 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Ring 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Lismore 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

Tallow 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

District: Tramore

Tramore 37 Yes  

Kill 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Kilmacthomas 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Kilmeaden 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Portlaw 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Rathgormack 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore

Leamybrien 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12.30pm - 
1pm

Yes Tramore

Tipperary

District: Thurles

Thurles 75 Yes

Ballingarry South 2 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Ballinure 0 No Members 
attached to 
Thurles deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballinure

 Yes Thurles
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Holycross 0 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Killenaule 4 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Littleton 1 No 10am-11am 
or 2pm-3pm 
or 6pm-7pm 
or 8pm-9pm

10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

District: Clonmel

Clonmel 52 Yes

Carrick-On-Suir 16 No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

Yes Clonmel

Fethard 3 No 10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Grangemockler 1 No 10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Kilsheelan 1 No 10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

Mullinahone 1 No 10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

District: Cahir

Cahir 43 Yes

Ardfinnan 5 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

Ballyporeen 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

New Inn 1 No 10am - 1pm 
or 3pm - 5pm

Closed Closed Yes Cahir

Cashel 14 No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Cahir

Clogheen 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

District: Nenagh

Nenagh 0 Yes

Ballingarry North No Members 
attached to 
Borriso-
kane deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballingarry 
North

Yes Nenagh

Borrisokane 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Cloughjordan 1 No 10.30am - 
11.30am

10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Nenagh

Lorrha 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Newport 11 No 9.30am - 
10.30pm

9.30am - 
10.30pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Dolla 0 No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Nenagh

Portroe 1 No 3.30pm - 
4.30pm

3.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Toomevara 2 No 10am - 11am   10am - 11am Closed Yes Nenagh

Rearcross 1 No No set time No set time Closed Yes Nenagh

Terryglass 0 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed yes Nenagh
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District: Templemore

Templemore 40 Yes

Borrisoleigh 2 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

Moyne 1 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Roscrea 19 Yes No Templemore

Templederry 0 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Templetuohy 1 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm - 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Closed No Templemore

Moneygall 1 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

Shevry 0 No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm or 
2pm to 3pm

10am - 1pm No Templemore

District: Tipperary Town

Tipperary Town 31 Yes

Bansha 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm

10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Cappawhite 0 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm

10am-1pm No Tipperary

Dundrum 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm

2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Emly 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm

 2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Golden 1 No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm

10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Southern Region

Cork City

District: Anglesea Street

Anglesea Street 276 Yes Yes Anglesea St

Barrack Street 22 No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

10am-1pm, 
3pm-6pm

Yes Anglesea St

Bridewell 24 Yes Yes Anglesea St

Blackrock 29 No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

10am-1pm, 
3pm-6pm

Yes Anglesea St

District: Gurranabraher

Gurranabraher 56 Yes Yes Gurranabraher
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Blarney 17 No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

Yes Gurranabraher

Ballincollig 26 No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-8pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

Yes Gurranabraher

Rathduff 2 No 9am-1pm 9am-12md & 
6pm-9pm

9am-12md & 
6pm-9pm

No Gurrahabraher

District: Mayfield

Mayfield 54 Yes Yes Mayfield

McCurtain Street 0 No Members 
attached to 
Mayfield deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
McCurtain 
Street

 No Mayfield

Watercourse Road 53 No 9am - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

9am - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 2pm, 
7pm - 10pm

Yes Mayfield

Mallow Road 4 No Members 
attached to 
Mayfield 
District deal 
with issues 
pertaining 
to Mallow 
Road

 No Mayfield

District: Togher

Togher 57 Yes Yes Togher

Douglas 28 No 10am -6pm 
or 7pm - 
10pm

10am -6pm or 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 2pm Yes Togher

Bishopstown 21 No 9am - 1pm or 
2pm - 8pm

9am - 1pm or 
2pm - 8pm

10am - 1pm Yes Togher

Carrigaline 20 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 11am - 2pm Yes Togher

Passage West 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Togher

Crosshaven 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Togher

Cork North

District: Fermoy

Fermoy 59 Yes

Mitchelstown 23 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Fermoy

Ballynoe 1 No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Kilworth 2 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Kildorrery 1 No 6.30pm - 
7.30pm

6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

Castletownroche 2 No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy

Rathcormack 1 No 6.30pm - 
7.30pm

6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

District: Cobh

Cobh 39 Yes

Carrig na Bhfear 1 No 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm Yes Cobh

Carrigtowohill 3 No 10am - 12md 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh

Glanmire 21 No 9am - 6pm 9am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh

Watergrasshill 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Yes Cobh

Glenville 1 No 2.30pm 
-3.30pm

2.30pm 
-3.30pm

Closed No Cobh

District: Midleton

Midleton 49 Yes
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Youghal 24 No 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm No Midleton

Cloyne 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Whitegate 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Killeagh 1 No 4pm - 6pm 4pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

Ballycotton 1 No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

District: Mallow

Mallow 48 Yes No

Buttevant 2 No Mon 6pm - 
7pm, Tues 
- Fri 10am - 
11am 

11am - 1pm, 
7pm - 8.30pm 

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Doneraile 2 No Mon 7.30pm 
- 8.30pm, 
Tues - Fri 
11.30am - 
12.30pm 

11.30am - 
12.30pm

11.30am - 
12.30pm

No Mallow

Milford 1 No either morn-
ing or eve-
ning 1 hour 
daily when 
member is 
rosterd for 
duty.  Notice 
on door

either morning 
or evening 
1 hour daily 
when member 
is rosterd for 
duty.  Notice 
on door

either morning 
or evening 
1 hour daily 
when member 
is rosterd for 
duty.  Notice 
on door

No Mallow

Charleville 16 No 10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 
1.15pm -2 
pm

10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 1.15pm 
-2 pm

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Glantane 1 No when 
resources avl, 
1 hr daily, 
notice on 
door

when re-
sources avl, 1 
hr daily, notice 
on door

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Liscarroll 1 No when 
resources avl, 
1 hr daily, 
notice on 
door

when re-
sources avl, 1 
hr daily, notice 
on door

open 1 hour 
either morning 
or evening

No Mallow

Cork West

District: Bandon

Bandon 87 Yes

Ballineen 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballinhassig 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballinspittle 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Ballyfeard 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Innishannon 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Kilbrittan 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

Kinsale 15 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm No Bandon

Timoleague 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

District: Bantry

Bantry 36 Yes

Adrigole 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Ballydehob 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Castletownbere 4 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Drimoleague 1 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Durrus 1 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Glengarrif 1 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry

Goleen 1 No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry
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Kealkil 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

Schull 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

District: Clonakilty

Clonakilty 29 Yes

Ballygurteen 0 No Members 
attached 
to Balti-
more deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballygurteen

 No Clonakilty

Baltimore 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Castletownsend 0 No covered by 
Skibbereen 

Closed Closed No Clonakilty

Drinagh 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Dunmanway 9 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Clonakilty

Roscarbery 2 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty

Skibereen 10 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed Yes Clonakilty

District: Kanturk

Kanturk 34 Yes

Ballydesmond 0 No 6.30pm - 
8.30pm

6.30 - 8.30pm Closed No Kanturk

Boherbue 1 No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Knocknagree 1 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed No Kanturk

Meelin 1 No 6.30pm - 
8.30pm

6.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Millstreet 8 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am -1pm No Kanturk

Newmarket 3 No 10.30am - 
12.30pm

10.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Rathmore 1 No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

District: Macroom

Macroom 42 Yes

Ballingeary 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Ballyvourney 3 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Coachford 2 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Crookstown 5 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Inchigeela 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Stuake 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Tarelton 1 No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Kerry

District: Tralee

Tralee 112 Yes

Ardfert 2 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Tralee

Fenit 1 No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed Yes Tralee

Abbeydorney 1 No 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed Yes Tralee

Dingle 10 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tralee

Clochan 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Tralee

Castlegregory 2 No 2.30 - 
3.30pm

2.30 - 3.30pm Closed Yes Tralee

Annascaul 1 No 10.30am - 
11.30am

10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Tralee

Ballyferiter 1 No 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Tralee
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Camp 1 No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Tralee

District: Caherciveen

Caherciveen 23 Yes

Ballinskelligs 1 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

Valentia Island 1 No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Glenbeigh 1 No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Portmagee 1 No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caherciveen

Killorglin 13 No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Caherciveen

Waterville 1 No 9am - 1pm 9am - 1pm Closed Yes Caherciveen

Sneem 2 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

Castlemaine 1 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed Yes Caherciveen

District: Killarney

Killarney 69 Yes

Kilgarvan 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
1pm  (when 
member is 
working)

10am - 1pm 
(when member 
is working)

Yes Killarney

Kenmare 9 No  9.30am - 
5.30pm

9.30am - 
5.30pm

12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

Castleisland 11 No 11am - 3pm 
& 8pm - 
9.30pm

11am - 3pm  
&  8pm - 
9.30pm

Closed Yes Killarney

Farranfore 2 No 10am - 
11.30pm  &  
8pm - 9pm

10am - 
11.30pm  &   
8pm - 9pm

11am - 12noon  
(when member 
is working)

Yes Killarney

Barraduff 0 No 9am -11am 
&  3pm - 
5pm (when 
member is 
working)

Closed Closed Yes Killarney

Beaufort 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killarney

Lauragh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

District: Listowel

Listowel 38 Yes

Ballyheigue 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballylongford 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballybunion 9 No 9.30am - 
5.30pm

9.30am - 
5.30pm

12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballyduff 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Brosna 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Knocknagoshall 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Lixnaw 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Moyvane 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Tarbert 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Limerick

District: Henry Street

Henry St 256 Yes

Mary St 19 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Henry St

Castleconnell 5 No 10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm 

10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

10am - 12md, 
5pm - 7pm 

Yes Henry St

Ardnacrusha 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Henry St

Mayorstone Pk. 82 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 1pm Yes Henry St

District: Roxboro Road

Roxboro Rd 147 Yes

Patrickswell 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road
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Ballyneety 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road

Caherconlish 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro Road

District: Askeaton

Askeaton 22 Yes

Adare 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Pallaskenry 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Croom 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Foynes 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Glin 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Shanagolden 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Rathkeale 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

District: Bruff

Bruff 23 Yes

Kilfinane 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Ballylanders 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Hospital 1 No Closed Closed Closed Yes Bruff

Bruree 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Kilmallock 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Pallas 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Cappamore 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

Oola 1 No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Doon 1 No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

No Bruff

Galbally 1 No 10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Murroe 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

District: Newcastlewest

Newcastlewest 29 Yes

Dromcollogher 2 No 10am - 
11.30am

10am- 
11.30am

closed Yes Newcastle West

Abbeyfeale 10 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md closed Yes Newcastle West

Ballingarry 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Tournafulla 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Athea 1 No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Kilmeedy 1 No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm closed Yes Newcastle West

Castletown 1 No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

closed Yes Newcastle West

Western Region

Clare

District: Ennis

Ennis 121 Yes  

Shannon 62 Yes Yes Ennis

Crusheen 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ennis

Lissycasey 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm Yes Ennis

Newmarket On Fergus 4 No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

Yes Ennis

Quin 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm Yes Ennis

Sixmilebridge 4 No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 9pm

Yes Ennis

District: Kilrush

Kilrush 28 Yes

Carrigaholt 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush
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Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Doonbeg 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kilmihil 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Labasheeda 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kildysart 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

Kilkee 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

District: Killaloe

Killaloe 34 Yes

Broadford 1 No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Scariff 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killaloe

Mountshannon 1 No 7.30 pm - 
8.30pm

7.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Tulla 2 No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm

2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

District: Ennistymon

Ennistymon 25 Yes

Ballyvaughan 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Corofin 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Inagh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Lahinch 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Lisdoonvarna 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Miltown Malbay 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 12pm Closed Yes Ennistymon

Galway 

District: Galway

Galway 212 Yes

Oranmore 35 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Galway

Carndolla 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Lough George 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Athenry 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Monivea 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

Kiltullagh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

District: Ballinasloe

Ballinasloe 46 Yes

Ahascragh 0 No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kilconnel 1 No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kiltormer 0 No Members 
attached 
to Bal-
linasloe deal 
with calls 
pertaining to 
Kiltormer

 Yes Ballinasloe

Menlough 0 No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Mountbellew 7 No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 11am 12md - 1pm Yes Ballinasloe

Moylough 1 No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Ballygar 2 No 10am - 11am 6pm-7pm 10am - 11am Yes Ballinasloe

Creggs 1 No 10am - 11am 6pm-7pm Closed Yes Ballinasloe

District: Clifden  

Clifden 29 Yes

Recess 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden
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Y/N
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Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
Diversion
to

Letterfrack 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Lennaun 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Carna 2 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Maam 2 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Roundstone 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

District: Loughrea

Loughrea 41 Yes

Eyrecourt 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5 pm Closed Yes Loughrea

Killimor 0 No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

Closed Yes Loughrea

Kilrickle 1 No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Loughrea

New Inn 1 No 7pm-8pm 7pm - 8pm Closed Yes Loughrea

Portumna 8 No 10am - 1pm 10am  - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Loughrea

Tynagh 1 No 11.30am - 
12.30am

11.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed Yes Loughrea

Woodford 1 No 10am - 11am 10am - 11am Closed Yes Loughrea

District: Salthill

Salthill 55 Yes

Moycullen 2 No 10am - 1pm 3pm - 6pm Closed Yes Salthill

Carraroe 6 No 10am - 11am Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Ros Muc 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Inverin 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Spiddle 3 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Leitir Mor 1 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Uachtarard 6  No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

Cill Ronain 3 No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill

District: Gort

Gort 31 Yes

Ardrahan 1 No Mon 7.30pm 
- 8.30pm, 
Wed 7.30pm 
to 8.30pm, 
Fri 10am to 
11am,  Sat 
2.30pm to 
3.30pm.

2.30 pm -  
3.30 pm

Closed Yes Gort

Craughwell 6 No Mon 10 am 
to 12md, Tue 
8pm - 10pm, 
Wed 2pm 
-4pm, Thu10 
am - 12md,  
Fri 2pm  - 
4pm.      

10am - 11am , 
8pm - 10pm                

Yes Gort

Kinvara 2 No Mon 7pm 
-8pm, Wed 
7.30pm - 
8.30pm.

11am - 12md Closed Yes Gort

Kilchreest 1 No Wed 10am 
- 1 pm, Fri 
8.30pm - 
9.30pm.

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Kilcolgan 1 No Tue 10am - 
11am,  Thur 
8.30pm - 
9.30 pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Shanaglish 1 No Tue 10am 
-11am Thu 
7.30pm- 
8.30pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort



Questions - Written Answers

533

District Strength 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
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Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call 
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to

District: Tuam

Tuam 54 Yes

Barnadearg 1 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Ballymoe 1 No 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm Yes Tuam

Corofin 2 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Dunmore 6 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Headford 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Tuam

Williamstown 1 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

10am - 11am 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Milltown 1 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Kilconly 1 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Glenamaddy 1 No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Roscommon/Longford

District: Roscommon

Roscommon 79 Yes

Athleague 2 No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Roscommon

Ballyforan 1 No 9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

Yes Roscommon

Clonark 1 No Awaiting re-
furbishment

 No Roscommon

Knockcroghery 6 No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Roscommon

Taughmaconnel 1 No 10am - 11am, 
6pm - 7pm.

10am - 11am, 
6pm - 7pm.

Closed Yes Roscommon

District: Boyle

Boyle 28 Yes

Cootehall 1 No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

Yes Boyle

Elphin 1 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Yes Boyle

Keadue 1 No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

No Boyle

Roosky 3 No 10am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm 11am - 1pm Yes Boyle

Strokestown 3 No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed No Boyle

Tarmonbarry 2 No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm, 3 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Boyle

District: Longford

Longford 60 Yes

Ballymahon 5 No 11am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 2 
Saturdays per 
month

11am - 1pm, 
1 Sunday per 
month

Yes Longford

Kenagh 1 No 3pm - 5pm, 
2 days per 
week

2pm - 5pm, 3 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Longford
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Diversion
to

Newtowncashel 1 No 11am - 1pm 
3 days per 
week

11am - 1pm, 1 
Saturday per 
month

2pm - 5pm 2 
Sundays per 
month

No Longford

Lanesboro 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Longford

District: Granard  

Granard 29 Yes  

Ardagh 1 No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm, 2 
Saturdays per 
month

Closed No Granard

Drumlish 2 No 8pm - 10pm 6pm - 10pm, 
1 Saturday per 
month

10am - 1pm, 
2 Sundays per 
month

No Granard

Ballinalee 1 No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 
Sat / 10am-
1pm 1 Sat / 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sat.

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Granard

Edgeworthstown 8 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Granard

Smear 1 No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 1 
Sat / 10am-
1pm 1 Sat / 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sat.

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Granard

District: Castlerea

Castlerea 34 Yes

Ballaghadereen 8 No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Castlerea

Ballinlough 2 No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Ballintubber 1 No 10pm - 1pm 12pm - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Frenchpark 3 No 10am-12pm, 
8pm-10pm

10am-12md, 
2 Sat/month 
8pm -10pm 2 
Sat/month 

10am - 12md Yes Castlerea

Loughlynn 1 No 10pm - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Tulsk 1 No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

Yes Castlerea

Mayo

District: Castlebar

Castlebar Yes

Ballyvary No 10am - 12md 
& 7pm - 9pm

10am - 12md 
& 7pm - 9pm

Closed Castlebar

Ballyglass No 11am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 9pm

11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Balla No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm Closed No Castlebar

Partry No 10am - 12 
md & 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 12 md 
& 7pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Glenisland No Closed Closed Closed No Castlebar

Tourmakeady No 10am - 12 
md & 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 12 md 
& 7pm - 9pm

Closed No Castlebar

District: Ballina

Ballina 50 Yes

Killala 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Ballycastle 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

Bonnicconlon 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina
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to

Crossmolina 4 No 10am - 12 
md & 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 12 md 
& 7pm - 9pm

Closed No Ballina

Lahardane 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

District:Belmullet

Belmullet 22 Yes

Blacksod 0 No Closed Closed Closed No Belmullet

Bellacorrick 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

Bangor Erris 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md No Belmullet

Ballycroy 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

Glenamoy 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

District: Claremorris

Claremorris 37 Yes  

Kilmaine 0 No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm

2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed No Claremorris

Ballindine 1 No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed No Claremorris

Knock 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Claremorris

Ballinrobe 9 No 11am - 1pm, 
8pm - 9pm 

11am - 1pm, 
8pm - 9pm 

12pm - 1pm No Claremorris

Cong 1 No 11am - 12md 11am - 12md Closed No Claremorris

Shrule 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremorris

Hollymount 1 No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremorris

District: Swinford

Swinford 27 Yes

Kiltimagh 1 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12pm Closed No Swinford

Charlestown 5 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

Kilkelly 9 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

Ballyhaunis 10 No 10am - 1pm 
& 8pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm & 
8pm - 9pm

Closed Yes Swinford

Foxford 3 No 10am - 12md 10am - 12md Closed No Swinford

District:Westport

Westport 29 Yes

Newport 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Achill Sound 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Mulranny 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Louisburgh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Keel 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Northern Region.

Sligo/Leitrim

District: Sligo

Sligo 154 Yes

Collooney 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Skreen 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Coolaney 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Cliffoney 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Rosses Point 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

Grange 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

District: Ballymote

Ballymote 29 Yes

Tubbercurry 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Gurteen 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Riverstown 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Aclare 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
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Bunnanadden 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Easkey 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Ballyfarnon 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Enniscrone 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Carrick-On-Shannon

Carrick-On-Shannon 44 Yes

Cloone 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Ballinamore 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Dromod 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Keshcarrigan 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Mohill 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

Carrigallen 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick -On-
Shannon

District: Manorhamilton

Manorhamilton 21 Yes

Kiltyclogher 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Drumkerrin 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Kinlough 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Glenfarne 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Dromahair 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Drumshambo 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorhamilton

Donegal

District: Letterkenny

Letterkenny 108 Yes

Carrigans 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Castlefin 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Brocach 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Newtowncunningham 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Raphoe 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Lifford 17 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letterkenny

Ballybofey: This station 
has 24 hour mobile patrol. 
Opening hours to Public 
as stated

24 No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm Closed Yes Letterkenny

Convoy 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Letterkenny

District: Buncrana

Buncrana 53 Yes

Burnfoot 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Buncrana

Carndonagh 4 No 9am - 3pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Buncrana

Clonmanny 2 No 7pm - 8pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Malin 4 No 6pm - 7pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Culdaff 0 No 8pm - 9pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana

Moville 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Buncrana

Muff 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Buncrana

District: Milford

Milford 28 Yes

Carrigart 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Kerrykeel 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Kilmacrennan 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford
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Churchill 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

Dunfanaghy 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Craosloch 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

Falcarragh 9 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Ramelton 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Milford

Rathmullen 1 No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Milford

District: Glenties

Glenties 1 Yes

Annagry 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Ardara 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Bunbeag 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Burtonport 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Clougher 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Doochary 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Dungloe 9 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Carrick 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

Gleann Cholmcille 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties

District: Ballyshannon

Ballyshannon 47 Yes

Ballintra 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Bundoran 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Donegal Town 34 Yes

Pettigo 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Dunkineely 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Na Cealla Beaga 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Mountcharles 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshannon

Cavan/Monaghan

District: Monaghan

Monaghan 91 Yes

Clones 8 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Newbliss 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

Clontibret 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

Scotstown 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Emyvale 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan

Smithboro 0 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan

District: Carrickmacross

Carrickmacross 47 Yes

Ballybay 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Castleblaney 24 Yes

Shantonagh 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Corrinshigagh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

Rockcorry 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrickmacross

District: Cavan

Cavan 68 Yes

Ballinagh 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Arva 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Stradone 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Redhills 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

Kilnaleck 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

District: Baileboro

Baileboro 40 Yes
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Kingscourt 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Mullagh 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Shercock 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Tullyvin 0 No (Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availability )

(Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availability )

Yes Baileboro

Virginia 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Cootehill 10 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

Ballyjamesduff 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

District: Ballyconnell

Ballyconnell 27 Yes

Belturbet 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Swanlinbar 2 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Killeshandra 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Bawnboy 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Dowra 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Blacklion 3 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballyconnell

Louth

District: Drogheda

Drogheda 100 Yes

Clogherhead 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Dunleer 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

District: Dundalk

Dundalk 131 Yes

Blackrock 5 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk

Carlingford 6 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk

Drumad 7 Yes

Hackballscross 7 No 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm Yes Dundalk

Omeath 5 No 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm Yes Dundalk

District: Ardee 

Ardee (24hr Patrol) 28 No 9am - 2pm & 
6pm- 10pm

9am - 2pm Closed

Castlebellingham 4 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Drogheda

Collon 7 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Louth 1 No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

Opening hours of Garda Stations throughout the country in 2012
Opening Hours if not a 24-hour Station
 
District 24 hour 

Y/N
Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

D.M.R. South Central
District “A”
Kevin St. Yes
Kilmainham Yes

District “B”
Pearse St Yes
Harcourt Tce. Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

District “E”
Donnybrook No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Irishtown
Irishtown Yes
D.M.R. North Central
District “C”
Store St. Yes

District “D”
Bridewell Yes

District “U”
Fitzgibbon St. Yes
Mountjoy Yes
D.M.R.South
District “G”
Crumlin Yes
Sundrive Rd. Yes 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Crumlin

District “M”
Rathfarnham Yes
Tallaght Yes

District “P”
Rathmines Yes
Terenure Yes 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Rathmines

D.M.R.North
District “H”
Santry Yes 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Ballymun
Whitehall Closed Closed Closed Closed
Ballymun Yes
Dublin Airport Yes

District “R”
Coolock Yes
Malahide No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Coolock
Swords Yes

District “J”
Raheny Yes
Clontarf Yes
Howth Yes 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Raheny

District: “Y”
Balbriggan Yes
Skerries No 10am -6pm 10am - 6pm 11am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Lusk No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm Yes Balbriggan
Rush Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Garristown No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Balbriggan

D.M.R.West
District “K”
Blanchardstown Yes
Cabra No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Finglas
Finglas Yes

District “Q”
Lucan Yes
Ronanstown Yes

District “L”
Ballyfermot Yes
Clondalkin Yes
Rathcoole No 10am - 1pm, 

2pm - 5pm
10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clondalkin

D.M.R.East
District “F”
Dun Laoghaire Yes
Dalkey Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Kill-O-Grange No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Dun 

Laoghaire
Cabinteely No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Dun 

Laoghaire
Shankill Yes

District “W”
Blackrock Yes
Dundrum Yes
Stepaside No 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm 7am - 9pm Blackrock 

Eastern Region
Meath
Division: Meath
District: Kells
Kells Yes
Crossakeel No 10am - 1pm 

(2 days/ week) 
(manpower 
permitting)

10am-11am, 
8pm-9pm 
(alter-
nates on 3 
Saturdays 
per roster) 
(manpower 
permitting) 

10am-11am, 
8pm-9pm 
(alternates on 
2 Sundays per 
roster)

Yes Kells
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Athboy No 10am - 1pm 
(when Unit E 
working early) 

10am 
- 12md 
(when Unit 
E working 
early) 

10am - 1pm Yes Kells

Oldcastle No 10am - 1pm 
(3 days/ week) 
(manpower 
permitting)

10am - 
12md or 
6pm- 8pm 
(alter-
nates on 3 
Saturdays 
per roster) 
(manpower 
permitting) 

10am - 1pm Yes Kells

District: Trim
Trim Yes
Kilmessan No Mon - 13.30 

-15.30, Tues - 
13.30 - 15.30, 
Wed - 13.30 - 
15.30, Thurs - 
15.30 - 16.30, 
Friday 18.00 
-20.00.

Not open not open Yes Trim

Summerhill No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Trim

Longwood No 10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower)

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

Yes Trim

Enfield No 10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower)

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

10am-12pm 
2pm-4pm 
7pm-9pm

Yes Trim

Ballivor No 10am - 2pm 
(subject to 
manpower)

10am - 
12pm

10am - 12pm Yes Trim

District: Ashbourne
Ashbourne Yes
Dunboyne No 10am - 1pm 

(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

Dunshaughlin No 10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

10am - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

12pm - 1pm 
(Manpower 
permitting)

Yes Ashbourne

Laytown No Mon-Sat - 
9pm - 10pm   
Mon-Thur 
3pm-5pm

9pm-10pm Yes Ashbourne
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Duleek No Opens during 
Unit E tour 
only based 
on availabil-
ity and other 
demands

same Yes Ashbourne

District: Navan
Navan Yes
Slane No 10am - 1pm & 

6pm - 9pm 
10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

11am - 1pm Yes Navan

Nobber No 10am - 1pm & 
6pm - 9pm 

10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Navan

Division Kildare
District: Naas
Naas Yes
Kill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas
Clane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas
Robertstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas
Kilcullen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Naas
Ballymore Eustace No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Closed No Naas

District: Kildare
Kildare Yes
Athy No 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm 9am - 10pm Yes Kildare
Ballytore No mon, wed, fri 

7pm - 9pm.  
7pm - 9pm Closed No Kildare

Castledermot No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Kildare

Monasterevin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Kildare
Newbridge Yes
Rathangan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kildare

District: Leixlip
Leixlip Yes
Celbridge No 10am - 6pm, 

7pm - 9pm
10am - 6pm, 
7pm - 9pm

12md - 2pm Yes Leixlip

Maynooth No 10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Leixlip

Carbury No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Leixlip
Kilcock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Leixlip
Division: Laois/Offaly
District: Portlaoise
Portlaoise Yes
Mountmellick No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise
Mountrath No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Portlaoise
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Portarlington No 10am - 1pm & 
8pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 8pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm & 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Portlaoise

Stradbally No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availiability) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availiability) 

Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availibility

Yes Portlaoise

Clonaslee No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availiability) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availiability) 

Opening 
hours subject 
to manpower 
availibility

Yes Portlaoise

Abbeyleix Yes   
Ballacolla No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 

alternate 
saturdays

10am - 1pm 
alternate sun-
days 

Yes Abbeyleix

Durrow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Abbeyleix
Rathdowney No 9am - 5pm subject to 

manpower
subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballylinan No 9am - 5pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Arles No 10am - 1pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Ballinakill No 10am - 11am subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

Borris-In-Ossory No 7pm - 8pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Abbeyleix

District: Birr
Birr Yes
Banagher No 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Birr
Cloghan No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
Ferbane No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
Kilcormac No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
Kinnitty No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
Shinrone No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr
Shannonbridge No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed Yes Birr

District: Tullamore
Tullamore Yes  
Clara No 10am - 12md, 

2pm - 4pm
10am - 
12md

10am - 1pm, 
alternate Sun-
days

Yes Tullamore

Clonbologue No tues, fri 3pm - 
5pm

subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Daingean No 10am - 1pm subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore

Edenderry No 10am - 1pm, 
3pm - 5pm 
Tue and 
Thurs.

subject to 
manpower

subject to 
manpower

Yes Tullamore
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Rhode No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm, 
alternate 
Saturdays

10am - 1pm, 
alternate Sun-
days

Yes Tullamore

Geashill Closed Closed Closed Closed

Division:Westmeath
District: Mullingar
Mullingar Yes
Ballynacargy No 10am - 1pm 

(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

Yes Mullingar

Castlepollard No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

Yes Mullingar

Castletown Geoghegan No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

Yes Mullingar

Delvin No  10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm
(subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

Yes Delvin 
(24hr car)

Finea No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

12md - 2pm 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Mullingar

Killucan No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 12md 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Mullingar

Kinnegad No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower) 

10am - 12md 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Mullingar

Multyfarnham No 10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower)

8pm-10pm 
1 Sat / 
10am-1pm 
1 Sat / 2pm-
6pm 1 Sat.
(subject to 
manpower)

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.(subject 
to manpower)

Yes Mullingar

Rathowen No 10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower)

10am-1pm 
1 Sat,2pm-
4pm 1 Sat 
,8pm-10pm 
1 Sat.
(subject to 
manpower)

10am-1pm 1 
Sun /  8pm-
10pm 1 Sun.
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Mullingar

Rochfortbridge No 10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower)

10am - 
1pm(subject 
to man-
power)

10am - 
12md(subject 
to manpower)

Yes Mullingar

District: Athlone  
Athlone Yes  
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Ballinahown No Opening hours 
displayed 
weekly

Open-
ing hours 
displayed 
weekly

Opening hours 
displayed 
weekly

Yes Athlone

Ballymore No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Athlone

Glasson No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Athlone

Kilbeggan No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Athlone

Moate No 10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

10am - 1pm, 
(Subject to 
manpower)

11am - 1pm, 
(subject to 
manpower)

Yes Athlone

Division:Wicklow
District: Wicklow  
Wicklow Yes
Arklow Yes
Ashford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 

(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Rathdrum No 10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

Yes Wicklow

Avoca No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm Yes Wicklow

Roundwood No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

Aughrim No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Wicklow

District: Baltinglass
Baltinglass Yes
Blessington No 10am - 1pm, 

7pm - 10pm
10am - 1pm, 
7pm - 10pm

11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Dunlavin No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Hollywood No 8pm - 10pm 8pm - 10pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Donard No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Shillelagh No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Tinahely No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

Closed No Baltinglass

Carnew No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

11am-1pm No Baltinglass

District Bray:
Bray Yes Bray
Enniskerry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 

(Subject to 
Manpower)

10am - 1pm No Bray

Greystones Yes Bray
Newtownmountkennedy No 9am - 1pm & 

3pm- 5pm 
10am - 1pm 
(Subject to 
Manpower)

9am - 1pm Yes Bray

South Eastern Region
Division:Wexford
District: Wexford
Wexford Yes
Taghmon No 10am - 6pm or 

6pm to 2am
10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Baldwinstown Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Castlebridge No 10am - 6pm or 

6pm to 2am
10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Kilmore Quay No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Glynn No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

Rosslare Harbour No 10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

10am - 6pm 
or 6pm to 
2am

10am - 6pm or 
6pm to 2am

Yes Wexford

District: Gorey
Gorey Yes
Bunclody No 10am - 1pm, 

6pm - 7pm
10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7pm

10am - 12md, 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Gorey

Courtown Harbour No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Gorey

District: Enniscorthy
Enniscorthy Yes
Blackwater No 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Yes Enniscor-

thy
Ferns No 10am - 11am 10am - 

11am 
Closed Yes Enniscor-

thy
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Kiltealy No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Enniscor-
thy

Oylegate No 10am - 11am 10am - 
11am 

Closed Yes Enniscor-
thy

Oulart No 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Enniscor-
thy

Clonroche No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Enniscor-
thy

District: New Ross
New Ross Yes
Ballywilliam Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Ballycullane No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes New Ross
Carrick-On-Bannow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes New Ross
Duncannon No 9am - 5pm 

(mon, wed, 
thur, fri) 7pm 
-9pm (tues)

10am - 1pm 10am - 2pm Yes New Ross

Carrickbyrne No 10am - 1pm 11am - 
12pm

Closed Yes New Ross

Campile No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes New Ross

Division:Kilkenny/
Carlow
District: Kilkenny
Kilkenny Yes  
Freshford No 10am - 11am 

or 6pm - 7pm, 
Mon-Thurs, 
Friday 10am 
-11am or 
7pm - 8pm (if 
member work-
ing).

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 7pm

Closed Yes Kilkenny

Callan No 10am - 12pm 
or 6pm - 7pm

6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Kilkenny

Castlecomer No 10am - 1pm 
or 6pm - 7pm, 
Mon-Thurs, 
Friday 10am 
- 1pm or 7pm 
- 8pm

10am - 1pm 10am-11am Yes Kilkenny

Ballyragget No 10am - 11am 
or 6pm - 7pm, 
Mon-Thurs,  
Friday 10am 
- 11am or 
7pm - 8pm 
(if memeber 
working). 

11am-12pm 
or 7pm - 
8pm

Closed Yes Kilkenny

Johnstown No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Urlingford No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
8pm - 9pm

Yes Kilkenny

District: Thomastown
Thomastown Yes
Ballyhale No 16.30 - 17.30 

except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

Bennetsbridge No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

closed Yes Thomas-
town

Glenmore No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Waterford
Goresbridge No 16.30 - 17.30 

except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

Graiguenamanagh No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Thomas-
town

Inistioge No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

Kilmacow No 12md -1pm 12md -1pm Closed Yes Waterford
Kilmoganny No 16.30 - 17.30 

except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

Mooncoin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12.30pm - 
1.30pm

Yes Waterford

Mullinavat No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

Piltown No 10am - 12md 10am - 
12md

10am - 12md Yes Clonmel

Stonyford No 16.30 - 17.30 
except Tues-
day 11.00 - 
13.00

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Thomas-
town

District: Carlow  
Carlow Yes
Ballon No 10am - 1pm, 

6pm - 7.30pm 
10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Borris No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Thomas-
town

Hacketstown No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm Closed No Baltinglass
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Leighlinbridge No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Carlow

Muinebheag No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

Yes Carlow

Myshall No 10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 
7.30pm 

10am - 1pm, 
6pm - 7.30pm 

No Carlow

Rathvilly No 3pm - 5pm 3pm - 5pm Closed No Baltinglass
Tullow No 10am - 1 pm 10am - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Baltinglass

Division:Waterford
District: Waterford
Waterford Yes
Dunmore East No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford
Ferrybank No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford
Passage East No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Waterford

District: Dungarvan
Dungarvan Yes  
Aglish No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Ardmore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Ballyduff No 10am- 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Ballymacarberry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 

1.30pm
Yes Dungarvan

Cappoquin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Ring No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Lismore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan
Tallow No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Dungarvan

District: Tramore
Tramore Yes  
Kill No Yes Tramore
Kilmacthomas No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore
Kilmeaden No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore
Portlaw No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore
Rathgormack No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Tramore
Leamybrien Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

Division:Tipperary
District: Thurles
Thurles Yes
Ballingarry South No 10am-11am or 

2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 7pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Ballinure Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Holycross No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Killenaule No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

Littleton No 10am-11am or 
2pm-3pm or 
6pm-7pm or 
8pm-9pm

10am - 
11am or 
6pm - 9pm

2pm - 3pm or 
6pm - 7pm

Yes Thurles

District: Clonmel
Clonmel Yes
Carrick-On-Suir No 9am-1pm, 

2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

Yes Clonmel

Fethard No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 
5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Grangemockler No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 
5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 3pm

Yes Clonmel

Kilsheelan No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 
5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

Mullinahone No 10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 
5pm

10am - 1pm or 
2pm - 5pm

Yes Clonmel

District: Cahir
Cahir Yes
Ardfinnan No 10am-1pm or 

2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm-5pm 
or 6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

Ballyporeen No 10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm-5pm 
or 6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

New Inn No 10am - 1pm or 
3pm - 5pm

Closed Closed Yes Cahir

Cashel No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Cahir
Clogheen No 10am-1pm or 

2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm-5pm 
or 6pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
2pm-5pm or 
6pm-9pm

Yes Cahir

District: Nenagh
Nenagh Yes
Ballinderry Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed



Questions - Written Answers

551

District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Ballingarry North No Members at-
tached to Bor-
risokane deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Ballingarry 
North

Yes Nenagh

Borrisokane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed Yes Nenagh
Cloughjordan No 10.30am - 

11.30am
10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Nenagh

Lorrha No 3pm - 4.30pm 3pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Newport No 9.30am - 
10.30am & 
8pm - 9pm

9.30am - 
10.30am & 
8pm - 9pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Dolla No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm Closed Yes Nenagh
Portroe No 3.30pm - 

4.30pm
3.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Nenagh

Toomevara No 10am - 11am   10am - 
11am

Closed Yes Nenagh

Rearcross No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Closed No Nenagh

Terryglass No 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed No Nenagh

District: Templemore
Templemore Yes
Borrisoleigh No 10am - 11am 

or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm to 
3pm

10am - 1pm No Temple-
more

Moyne No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm to 
3pm

Closed No Temple-
more

Roscrea Yes No Temple-
more

Templederry No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm to 
3pm

Closed No Temple-
more

Templetuohy No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm - 3pm, 
when man-
power avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm - 
3pm

Closed No Temple-
more

Moneygall No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm to 
3pm

10am - 1pm No Temple-
more
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Shevry No 10am - 11am 
or 2pm to 
3pm, when 
manpower 
avail.

10am - 1pm 
or 2pm to 
3pm

10am - 1pm No Temple-
more

District: Tipperary Town
Tipperary Town Yes
Bansha No 10am-1pm or 

2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm- 
4pm

10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Cappawhite No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm- 
4pm

10am-1pm No Tipperary

Dundrum No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm- 
4pm

2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Emly No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm- 
4pm

 2pm-4pm No Tipperary

Golden No 10am-1pm or 
2pm- 4pm or 
7pm - 9pm

10am-1pm 
or 2pm- 
4pm

10am-1pm Yes Tipperary

Southern Region
Division:Cork City
District: Anglesea Street
Anglesea Street Yes Yes Anglesea 

St
Barrack Street No 9am-1pm 

(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

Closed Closed Yes Anglesea 
St

Bridewell Yes Yes Anglesea 
St

Blackrock No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-10pm

10am-1pm, 
3pm-6pm

Yes Anglesea 
St

District: Gurranabraher
Gurranabraher Yes Yes Gur-

ranabraher
Blarney No 10am - 1pm, 

2pm - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

Yes Gur-
ranabraher

Ballincollig No 9am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm, 
7pm-8pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

10am-1pm, 
2pm-6pm

Yes Gur-
ranabraher

Rathduff No 9am-1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

9am-12md 
& 6pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

9am-12md 
& 6pm-
9pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

No Gurrahab-
raher



Questions - Written Answers

553

District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

District: Mayfield
Mayfield Yes No Mayfield
McCurtain Street No Members 

attached to 
Mayfield deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
McCurtain 
Street

 No Mayfield

Watercourse Road No 9am - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

9am - 6pm, 
7pm - 10pm

10am - 2pm, 
7pm - 10pm

Yes Mayfield

Mallow Road No 9am-1pm Members 
attached to 
Mayfield 
District deal 
with issues 
pertaining 
to Mallow 
Road

Members 
attached to 
Mayfield Dis-
trict deal with 
issues pertain-
ing to Mallow 
Road

Yes Mayfield

District: Togher
Togher Yes Yes Togher
Douglas No 10am -6pm or 

7pm - 10pm
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am -6pm 
or 7pm 
- 10pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 
2pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

Yes Togher

Bishopstown No 9am - 1pm or 
2pm - 8pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

9am - 1pm 
or 2pm 
- 8pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

Yes Togher

Carrigaline No 10am - 6pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 6pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

11am - 
2pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

Yes Togher

Passage West No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

No Togher

Crosshaven No 10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 1pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 
1pm(subject 
to manpower 
availability)

No Togher

Division:Cork North
District: Fermoy
Fermoy Yes
Mitchelstown No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 2pm - 5pm Yes Fermoy
Ballynoe No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy
Kilworth No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Fermoy
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Kildorrery No 6.30pm - 
7.30pm

6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

Castletownroche No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Fermoy
Rathcormack No 6.30pm - 

7.30pm
6.30pm - 
7.30pm

Closed Yes Fermoy

District: Cobh
Cobh Yes
Carrig na Bhfear No 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm 7 pm - 8 pm Yes Cobh
Carrigtowohill No 10am - 12md 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh
Glanmire No 9am - 6pm 9am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Cobh
Watergrasshill No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Yes Cobh
Glenville Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

District: Midleton
Midleton Yes
Youghal No 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm 8am - 10pm No Midleton
Cloyne No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton
Whitegate No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton
Killeagh No 4pm - 6pm 4pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton
Ballycotton No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm 12md - 1pm No Midleton

District: Mallow
Mallow Yes No
Buttevant No Mon 6pm - 

7pm, Tues 
- Fri 10am - 
11am 

11am - 1pm, 
7pm - 
8.30pm 

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Doneraile No Mon 7.30pm - 
8.30pm, Tues 
- Fri 11.30am 
- 12.30pm 

11.30am - 
12.30pm

11.30am - 
12.30pm

No Mallow

Milford No when resourc-
es avl, 1 hr 
daily, notice 
on door

when re-
sources avl, 
1 hr daily, 
notice on 
door

when resourc-
es avl, 1 hr/
day, notice on 
door

No Mallow

Charleville No 10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 1.15pm 
-2 pm

10am - 5pm, 
Lunch 
1.15pm -2 
pm

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Glantane No when resourc-
es avl, 1 hr 
daily, notice 
on door

when re-
sources avl, 
1 hr daily, 
notice on 
door

12md - 1pm No Mallow

Liscarroll No when resourc-
es avl, 1 hr 
daily, notice 
on door

when re-
sources avl, 
1 hr daily, 
notice on 
door

open 1 hour 
either morning 
or evening

No Mallow



Questions - Written Answers

555

District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Division:Cork West
District: Bandon
Bandon Yes
Ballineen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon
Ballinhassig No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon
Ballinspittle No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon
Ballyfeard Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Innishannon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon
Kilbrittan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon
Kinsale No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm No Bandon
Timoleague No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bandon

District: Bantry
Bantry Yes
Adrigole No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry
Ballydehob No Members 

attached to 
Schull to deal 
with matters 
pertaining to 
Ballydehob 

No Bantry

Castletownbere No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry
Drimoleague No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry
Durrus No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry
Glengarrif No 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm No Bantry
Goleen Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Kealkil No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry
Schull No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Bantry

District: Clonakilty
Clonakilty Yes
Ballygurteen Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Baltimore No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm 10am -1pm No Clonakilty
Castletownsend Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Drinagh No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty
Dunmanway No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Clonakilty
Roscarbery No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Clonakilty
Skibereen No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed Yes Clonakilty

District: Kanturk
Kanturk Yes
Ballydesmond No 6.30pm - 

8.30pm
6.30 - 
8.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Boherbue No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Knocknagree Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Meelin No 6.30pm - 

8.30pm
6.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Millstreet No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am -1pm No Kanturk
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Newmarket No 10.30am - 
12.30pm

10.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

Rathmore No 2.30pm - 
4.30pm

2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed No Kanturk

District: Macroom
Macroom Yes
Ballingeary No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
Ballyvourney No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
Coachford No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
Crookstown No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
Inchigeela Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Stuake No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom
Tarelton No 10am -1pm 10am -1pm Closed No Macroom

Division:Kerry
District: Tralee
Tralee Yes
Ardfert No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed Yes Tralee
Fenit No 11am - 12md 11am - 

12md
Closed Yes Tralee

Abbeydorney No 3pm - 4pm 3pm - 4pm Closed Yes Tralee
Dingle No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tralee
Clochan Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Castlegregory No 2.30 - 3.30pm 2.30 - 

3.30pm
Closed Yes Tralee

Annascaul No 10.30am - 
11.30am

10.30am - 
11.30am

Closed Yes Tralee

Ballyferriter No 4.30pm - 
5.30pm

4.30pm - 
5.30pm

Closed Yes Tralee

Camp No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm Closed Yes Tralee

District: Caherciveen
Caherciveen Yes
Ballinskelligs No 10am - 12md 10am - 

12md
Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Valentia Island No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Glenbeigh No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Portmagee No 10am - 12md Closed Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Killorglin No 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm Yes Caher-

civeen
Waterville No 9am - 1pm 9am - 1pm Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Sneem No 10am - 12md 10am - 

12md
Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
Castlemaine No 10am - 12md 10am - 

12md
Closed Yes Caher-

civeen
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

District: Killarney
Killarney Yes
Kilgarvan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm  

(when 
member is 
working)

10am - 1pm 
(when mem-
ber is work-
ing)

Yes Killarney

Kenmare No  9.30am - 
5.30pm

9.30am - 
5.30pm

12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

Castleisland No 11am - 3pm & 
8pm - 9.30pm

11am - 3pm  
&  8pm - 
9.30pm

Closed Yes Killarney

Farranfore No 10am - 
11.30pm  &  
8pm - 9pm

10am - 
11.30pm  &   
8pm - 9pm

11am - 
12noon  
(when mem-
ber is work-
ing)

Yes Killarney

Barraduff No 9am -11am 
&  3pm - 5pm 
(when mem-
ber is work-
ing)

Closed Closed Yes Killarney

Beaufort No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killarney
Lauragh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Killarney

District: Listowel
Listowel Yes
Ballyheigue No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel
Ballylongford Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Ballybunion No 9.30am - 

5.30pm
9.30am - 
5.30pm

12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Ballyduff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel
Brosna No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel
Knocknagoshall No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel
Lixnaw No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel
Moyvane Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Tarbert No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Listowel

Division:Limerick
District: Henry Street
Henry St Yes
Mary St No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Henry St
Castleconnell No 10am - 1pm, 

5pm - 7pm 
10am - 1pm, 
5pm - 7pm

10am - 12md, 
5pm - 7pm 

Yes Henry St

Ardnacrusha No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Henry St
Mayorstone Pk. No 10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm 10am - 1pm Yes Henry St

District: Roxboro Road
Roxboro Rd Yes
Patrickswell No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro 

Road
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Y/N
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Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Ballyneety No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro 
Road

Caherconlish No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Roxboro 
Road

District: Askeaton
Askeaton Yes
Adare No 10am - 1pm 10am - 

11am
10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Pallaskenry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
11am

10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Croom No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
11am

10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Foynes No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
11am

10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Glin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
11am

10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

Shanagolden Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Rathkeale No 10am - 1pm 10am - 

11am
10am - 11am Yes Askeaton

District: Bruff
Bruff Yes
Kilfinane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Ballylanders No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Hospital No Closed Closed Closed Yes Bruff
Bruree No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Kilmallock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Pallas No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Cappamore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff
Oola No 10am-1pm or 

7pm-9pm
10am-1pm 
or 7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Doon Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Galbally No 10am-1pm or 

7pm-9pm
10am-1pm 
or 7pm-9pm

10am-1pm or 
7pm - 9pm

Yes Bruff

Murroe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md Yes Bruff

District: Newcastlewest
Newcastlewest Yes
Dromcollogher No 10am - 

11.30am
10am- 
11.30am

closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Abbeyfeale No 10am - 12md 10am - 
12md 

closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Ballingarry No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Tournafulla No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Athea No 2pm - 3pm 2pm - 3pm closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Kilmeedy No 12md - 1pm 12md - 1pm closed Yes Newcastle 
West
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Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Castletown No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

2.30pm - 
3.30pm 

closed Yes Newcastle 
West

Western Region
Division:Clare
District: Ennis
Ennis Yes  
Shannon Yes Yes Ennis
Crusheen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ennis
Lissycasey No 10am - 1pm 

(tues), 6pm - 
8pm (thurs)

10am - 1pm Yes Ennis

Newmarket On Fergus No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

Yes Ennis

Quin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ennis
Sixmilebridge No 10am - 1pm, 

2pm - 6pm
10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 6pm

Yes Ennis

District: Kilrush
Kilrush Yes
Carrigaholt Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Doonbeg No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush
Kilmihil No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush
Labasheeda No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush
Kildysart No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush
Kilkee No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Kilrush

District: Killaloe
Killaloe Yes
Broadford No 2.30pm - 

4.30pm
2.30pm - 
4.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Scariff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Killaloe
Mountshannon No 7.30 pm - 

8.30pm
7.30pm - 
8.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

Tulla No 2.30pm - 
3.30pm

2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed Yes Killaloe

District: Ennistymon
Ennistymon Yes
Ballyvaughan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 

12pm
Closed Yes Ennisty-

mon
Corofin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 

12pm
Closed Yes Ennisty-

mon
Inagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 

12pm
Closed Yes Ennisty-

mon
Lahinch No Detailed by 

Sgt i/c En-
nistymon. 
Varies daily.

Detailed 
by Sgt i/c 
Ennistymon. 
Varies daily.

Closed Yes Ennisty-
mon
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Lisdoonvarna No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
12pm

Closed Yes Ennisty-
mon

Miltown Malbay No 10am - 1pm 10am - 
12pm

Closed Yes Ennisty-
mon

Division:Galway 
District: Galway
Galway Yes
Oranmore No 9am - 5pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Galway
Corrandulla Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Lough George No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway
Athenry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway
Monivea No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway
Kiltullagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Galway

District: Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe Yes
Ahascragh No 7.30pm - 9pm 

(Thursday)
(members 
attached to 
Mountbellew 
deal with calls 
pertainining. 

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kilconnel No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Kiltormer No Members 
attached to 
Ballinasloe 
deal with calls 
pertaining to 
Kiltormer

 Yes Ballinasloe

Menlough No 8pm - 9pm  
Wednedsay

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Mountbellew No 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

10am - 
11am

12md - 1pm Yes Ballinasloe

Moylough No 1 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Ballygar No 2 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

Creggs No 3 hour daily - 
no set time

Closed Closed Yes Ballinasloe

District: Clifden  
Clifden Yes
Recess No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden
Letterfrack No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Lennaun No Members 
attached to 
Clifden deal 
with issues 
pertaining to 
Lennaun. 

Closed Closed Yes Clifden

Carna No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden
Maam No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden
Roundstone No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Clifden

District: Loughrea
Loughrea Yes
Eyrecourt No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5 pm Closed Yes Loughrea
Killimor No 2.30pm 

- 3.30pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

2.30pm 
- 3.30pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

Closed Yes Loughrea

Kilrickle No 8pm - 9pm 8pm - 9pm Closed Yes Loughrea
New Inn No 7pm-8pm 

(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

7pm - 
8pm(subject 
to manpow-
er availabil-
ity)

Closed Yes Loughrea

Portumna No 10am - 1pm 10am  - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Loughrea
Tynagh No 11.30am - 

12.30am
11.30am - 
12.30pm

Closed Yes Loughrea

Woodford No 10am - 11am 10am - 
11am 

Closed Yes Loughrea

District: Salthill
Salthill Yes
Moycullen No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Carraroe No 10am - 11am Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Ros Muc No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Inverin No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Spiddle No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Leitir Mor No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
Uachtarard  No 10am - 1pm 3pm - 6pm Closed Yes Salthill
Cill Ronain No 10am - 1pm Closed Closed Yes Salthill
District: Gort
Gort Yes
Ardrahan No Mon 7.30pm - 

8.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm to 
8.30pm, Fri 
10am to 11am,  
Sat 2.30pm to 
3.30pm.

2.30 pm -  
3.30 pm

Closed Yes Gort
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Craughwell No Mon 10 am 
to 12md, Tue 
8pm - 10pm, 
Wed 2pm 
-4pm, Thu10 
am - 12md,  
Fri 2pm  - 
4pm.      

10am - 
11am , 8pm 
- 10pm                

12md - 1pm Yes Gort

Kinvara No Mon 7pm 
-8pm, Wed 
7.30pm - 
8.30pm.

11am - 
12md

Closed Yes Gort

Kilchreest No Wed 10am 
- 1 pm, Fri 
8.30pm - 
9.30pm.

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Kilcolgan No Tue 10am - 
11am,  Thur 
8.30pm - 9.30 
pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort

Shanaglish No Tue 10am 
-11am Thu 
7.30pm- 
8.30pm

Closed Closed Yes Gort

District: Tuam
Tuam Yes
Barnadearg No Mon-Thur 

10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Ballymoe No 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm 7pm - 8pm Yes Tuam
Corofin No Mon-Thur 

10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Dunmore No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Headford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Tuam
Williamstown No Mon-Thur 

10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

10am - 
11am

12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Milltown No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Kilconly No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Glenamaddy No Mon-Thur 
10am-11am. 
Fri 5pm-6pm

5pm - 6pm 12md - 1pm Yes Tuam

Division: Roscommon/
Longford
District: Roscommon
Roscommon Yes
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Athleague No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Roscom-
mon

Ballyforan No 9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

9am- 10am, 
2pm -4pm, 
8pm - 9pm. 

Yes Roscom-
mon

Clonark No 10am - 12md 2pm - 4pm 2pm - 4pm Yes Roscom-
mon

Knockcroghery No No Garda Yes Roscom-
mon

Taughmaconnel No 10am - 11am, 
6pm - 7pm.

10am - 
11am, 6pm 
- 7pm.

Closed Yes Roscom-
mon

District: Boyle
Boyle Yes
Cootehall Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Elphin No 10am - 12md 

(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am 
- 12md 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am - 12md 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

Yes Boyle

Keadue No 10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability)

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm 
(subject to 
manpower 
availability).

Yes Boyle

Roosky No 10am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm 11am - 1pm Yes Boyle
Strokestown No 10am - 11am 6pm - 7pm Closed Yes Boyle
Tarmonbarry Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

District: Longford
Longford Yes
Ballymahon No 11am - 1pm 10am - 1pm, 

2 Saturdays 
per month

11am - 1pm, 
1 Sunday per 
month

Yes Longford

Kenagh No 3pm - 5pm, 2 
days per week

2pm - 5pm, 
3 Saturdays 
per month

Closed No Longford

Newtowncashel No 11am - 1pm 3 
days per week

11am - 1pm, 
1 Saturday 
per month

2pm - 5pm 2 
Sundays per 
month

No Longford

Lanesboro No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Longford
District: Granard  
Granard Yes  
Ardagh No 7pm - 9pm 7pm - 9pm, 

2 Saturdays 
per month

Closed No Granard

Drumlish No 8pm - 10pm 6pm - 
10pm, 1 
Saturday per 
month

10am - 1pm, 
2 Sundays per 
month

No Granard



11 June 2013

564

District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Ballinalee No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 
1 Sat / 
10am-1pm 
1 Sat / 2pm-
6pm 1 Sat.

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Granard

Edgeworthstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Granard
Smear No 10am - 1pm 8pm-10pm 

1 Sat / 
10am-1pm 
1 Sat / 2pm-
6pm 1 Sat.

8pm-10pm 
1Sun/ 10am-
1pm 1 Sun/ 
2pm-6pm 1 
Sun.

Yes Granard

District: Castlerea
Castlerea Yes
Ballaghadereen No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 11am - 1pm No Castlerea
Ballinlough No 10pm - 1pm 10pm - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea
Ballintubber No Members 

attached to 
Castlerea with 
calls pertain-
ing to Ballin-
tubber

12pm - 2pm 12md - 2pm Yes Castlerea

Frenchpark No 10am-12pm, 
8pm-10pm

10am-12md, 
2 Sat/month 
8pm -10pm 
2 Sat/month 

10am - 12md Yes Castlerea

Loughlynn Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Tulsk No 10am-11am, 

2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am, 
2pm-3pm, 
8pm-9pm

10am-11am,  
8pm-9pm

Yes Castlerea

Division:Mayo
District: Castlebar
Castlebar Yes
Ballyvary No 10am - 12md 

& 7pm - 9pm
10am - 
12md & 
7pm - 9pm

Closed Castlebar

Ballyglass No 11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

11am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Balla No 11am - 1pm 11am - 1pm Closed No Castlebar
Partry No 10am - 12 md 

& 7pm - 9pm
10am - 12 
md & 7pm - 
9pm

Closed No Castlebar

Glenisland Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Tourmakeady Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

District: Ballina
Ballina Yes
Killala No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina
Ballycastle No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina
Bonnicconlon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Crossmolina No 10am - 12 md 
& 7pm - 9pm

10am - 12 
md & 7pm - 
9pm

Closed No Ballina

Lahardane No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Ballina

District:Belmullet
Belmullet Yes
Blacksod No Closed Closed Closed No Belmullet
Bellacorrick Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Bangor Erris No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 12md No Belmullet
Ballycroy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet
Glenamoy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 2pm No Belmullet

District: Claremorris
Claremorris Yes  
Kilmaine No 2.30pm - 

3.30pm
2.30pm - 
3.30pm

Closed No Claremor-
ris

Ballindine No 11am - 12md 11am - 
12md

Closed No Claremor-
ris

Knock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Claremor-
ris

Ballinrobe No 11am - 1pm, 
8pm - 9pm 

11am - 1pm, 
8pm - 9pm 

12pm - 1pm No Claremor-
ris

Cong No 11am - 12md 11am - 
12md

Closed No Claremor-
ris

Shrule No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremor-
ris

Hollymount No 4pm - 5pm 4pm - 5pm Closed No Claremor-
ris

District: Swinford
Swinford Yes
Kiltimagh No 10am - 12md 10am - 

12pm 
Closed No Swinford

Charlestown No 10am - 12md 10am - 
12md 

Closed No Swinford

Kilkelly No 10am - 12md 10am - 
12md 

Closed No Swinford

Ballyhaunis No 10am - 1pm & 
8pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 8pm - 
9pm

Closed Yes Swinford

Foxford No 10am - 12md 10am - 
12md 

Closed No Swinford

District:Westport
Westport Yes
Newport No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport
Achill Sound No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport
Mulranny Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Louisburgh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Keel No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Westport

Northern Region.
Division:Sligo/Leitrim
District: Sligo
Sligo Yes
Collooney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo
Skreen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo
Coolaney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo
Cliffoney No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo
Rosses Point No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo
Grange No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Sligo

District: Ballymote
Ballymote Yes
Tubbercurry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Gurteen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Riverstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Aclare No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Bunnanadden Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Easkey No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Ballyfarnon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote
Enniscrone No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballymote

Carrick-On-Shannon
Carrick-On-Shannon Yes
Cloone No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 

-On-Shan-
non

Ballinamore No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 
-On-Shan-
non

Dromod No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 
-On-Shan-
non

Keshcarrigan No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 
-On-Shan-
non

Mohill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 
-On-Shan-
non

Carrigallen No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Carrick 
-On-Shan-
non

District: Manorhamilton
Manorhamilton Yes
Kiltyclogher Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Drumkeeran Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Kinlough No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorham-
ilton

Glenfarne No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorham-
ilton

Dromahair No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorham-
ilton

Drumshambo No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12pm - 1pm Yes Manorham-
ilton

Division:Donegal
District: Letterkenny
Letterkenny Yes
Carrigans No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Castlefin No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Brocach No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Newtowncunningham No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Raphoe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Lifford No 10am - 6pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Letter-

kenny
Ballybofey 24 hr 

mobile 
patrol. 

10am - 6pm 10am - 6pm Closed Yes Letter-
kenny

Convoy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Letter-
kenny

District: Buncrana
Buncrana Yes
Burnfoot No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Buncrana
Carndonagh No 9am - 3pm 10am - 1pm Closed No Buncrana
Clonmanny No 7pm - 8pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana
Malin No 6pm - 7pm Closed Closed Yes Buncrana
Culdaff Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Moville No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 2pm - 4pm Yes Buncrana
Muff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 6pm - 7pm No Buncrana
District: Milford
Milford Yes
Carrigart No 10am - 1pm & 

7pm - 9pm
10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

No Milford

Kerrykeel No 10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

No Milford

Kilmacrennan No 10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

No Milford
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Churchill No 11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

11am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

No Milford

Dunfanaghy No 10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm No Milford

Craosloch No 11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

11am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

11am - 1pm No Milford

Falcarragh No 10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm No Milford

Ramelton No 10am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

10am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

10am - 1pm No Milford

Rathmullen No 11am - 1pm & 
7pm - 9pm

11am - 1pm 
& 7pm - 
9pm

11am - 1pm No Milford

District: Glenties
Glenties Yes
Annagry No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Ardara No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Bunbeag No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Burtonport No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Clougher No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Doochary Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Dungloe No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Carrick No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
Gleann Cholmcille No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm No Glenties
District: Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon Yes
Ballintra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshan-

non
Bundoran No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshan-

non
Donegal Town Yes
Pettigo No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshan-

non
Dunkineely Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Na Cealla Beaga No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshan-

non
Mountcharles No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm Yes Ballyshan-

non

Division:Cavan/
Monaghan
District: Monaghan
Monaghan Yes
Clones No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan
Newbliss No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm No Monaghan
Clontibret Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
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District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Scotstown No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan
Emyvale No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Monaghan
Smithboro Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

District: Carrickmacross
Carrickmacross Yes
Ballybay No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrick-

macross
Castleblaney Yes
Shantonagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrick-

macross
Corrinshigagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Carrick-

macross
Rockcorry No No Garda Yes Carrick-

macross

District: Cavan
Cavan Yes
Ballinagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan
Arva No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan
Stradone No No Garda Yes Cavan
Redhills No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan
Kilnaleck No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Cavan

District: Baileboro
Baileboro Yes
Kingscourt No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro
Mullagh No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro
Shercock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro
Tullyvin Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Virginia No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro
Cootehill No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro
Ballyjamesduff No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Baileboro

District: Ballyconnell
Ballyconnell Yes
Belturbet No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell
Swanlinbar No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell
Killeshandra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell
Bawnboy No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell
Dowra No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell
Blacklion No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 2pm Yes Ballycon-

nell



11 June 2013

570

District 24 hour 
Y/N

Monday to 
Friday

Saturday Sunday P.A.C.B. Call Diver-
sion to

Division:Louth
District: Drogheda
Drogheda Yes
Clogherhead No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda
Dunleer No 10am - 8pm 10am - 8pm 12md - 6pm Yes Drogheda

District: Dundalk
Dundalk Yes
Blackrock No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk
Carlingford No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Dundalk
Drumad Yes
Hackballscross No 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm 5pm - 8pm Yes Dundalk
Omeath No 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm 6pm - 9pm Yes Dundalk

District: Ardee 
Ardee (24hr Patrol) No 9am - 2pm & 

6pm- 10pm
9am - 2pm Closed

Castlebellingham No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm No Drogheda
Collon No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda
Louth No 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 12md - 1pm Yes Drogheda

11/06/2013WRPP02550Garda Investigations

11/06/2013WRPP02600721. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a person 
(details supplied) has not yet received a pulse number from An Garda Síochána with reference 
to their claim for fraud lodged against AIB as a result of their lack of licensing. [27439/13]

11/06/2013WRPP02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WRPP02750Garda Vetting Applications

11/06/2013WRPP02800722. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if extra staff 
will be recruited in the area of Garda vetting to ensure that applicants for youth work projects 
through community education schemes are processed as quickly as possible (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27443/13]

11/06/2013WRPP02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland, 
registered with the Unit for this purpose, which employ personnel to work in a full-time, part 
time, voluntary or student capacity with children and/or vulnerable adults. The Unit processed 
approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012.

The current average processing time for applications is approximately 12 weeks from date 
of receipt.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information 
on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  All 
organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the re-
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ceipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection 
process.

I remain in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner as to how best the service can 
continue to be delivered and improved upon, while at all times protecting the integrity of the 
process. Clearly, the protection of children and vulnerable adults is the primary objective of the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit and this must remain the case.

While an e-vetting system is being developed and will be completed as quickly as pos-
sible, the Garda Commissioner has informed me that there are currently 1 Superintendent, 2 
Sergeants and approximately 113 civilian personnel assigned to the Garda Central Vetting Unit.  
This civilian complement includes 23 staff recently transferred from Department of Agriculture 
who are undergoing the required training course.  A further 15 personnel were allocated to the 
GCVU in May. When these staff have been fully trained on the vetting process I expect there 
will be a positive effect on vetting times.  My Department is also examining the scope for the 
redeployment of additional personnel from within the public service to the Unit.

Question No. 723 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRQQ00150Courts Service Issues

11/06/2013WRQQ00200724. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 186 of 10 October 2012 when a court messenger will be appointed in Carlow. 
[27460/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions and court mes-
sengers are members of staff of the Courts Service.  However, in order to be of assistance to the 
Deputy, I have made inquiries and the Courts Service has informed me that a Court Messenger 
with responsibility for Wexford and Carlow commenced duty on 10 December 2012.

11/06/2013WRQQ00350Magdalen Laundries Issues

11/06/2013WRQQ00400725. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider extending the Magdalen Fund to surviving women of the former Sisters of Mercy 
Laundry in Clifden, County Galway. [27464/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government decision of 
19 February relates to Magdalen Laundries which were examined by the Inter-Departmental 
Committee set up to establish the facts of State involvement.  Judge Quirke was asked to advise 
on a Scheme of supports for the women who were in these Magdalen laundries.  There were a 
wide variety of institutions which had laundries run by different religious congregations and 
no decision has been made to include them all within the scope of the Magdalen Scheme.  As 
regards the specific institution referred to by the Deputy, it is not included in the Government 
decision of 19 February and there are no plans to include it.

11/06/2013WRQQ00550Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRQQ00600726. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the work his De-
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partment is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential 
Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to ensure Ire-
land is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of directives from the European Union; the 
deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27478/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought by the 
Deputy is set out in the following table.

Directive (full title and number) Due date for Transposition Proposed method of Transposition 
(primary legislation or S.I.)

Directive 2011/36/EU of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on 
preventing and combating trafficking 
in human beings and protecting its 
victims, and replacing Council Frame-
work Decision 2002/629/JHA. 

6 April 2013 Primary legislation.Most of the crimi-
nal law measures in the Directive are 
already implemented by the Criminal 
Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008. 
The Criminal Law (Human Traffick-
ing) (Amendment) Bill 2013 addresses 
a small number of outstanding legisla-
tive measures. The Bill was concluded 
in the Seanad on 28 May and is await-
ing Second Stage in the Dáil.   

Directive 2010/64/EU on the right to 
interpretation and translation in legal 
proceedings.

27 October 2013 It is considered that Ireland’s exist-
ing arrangements for translation and 
interpretation meet, in practice, the 
requirements of the Directive. How-
ever, secondary legislation is being 
contemplated to give the necessary 
legal certainty and clarity for effective 
transposition of the Directive.

Directive 2011/92/EU of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on 
combating the sexual abuse and sex-
ual exploitation of children and child 
pornography, and replacing Council 
Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA.

18 December 2013 Primary legislation.Many of the crimi-
nal law measures in the Directive, are 
already covered by existing legislation. 
Outstanding measures are included in 
the draft General Scheme of a Sexual 
Offences Bill, which is at an advanced 
stage of preparation. 

Directive 2012/13/EU on the right to 
information in criminal proceedings

1 June 2014 An assessment of the legislative mea-
sures necessary to give effect to the 
Directive is underway in the Depart-
ment. This will include consideration 
as to whether primary or secondary 
legislation is appropriate. 

11/06/2013WRQQ00750Prisoner Discipline

11/06/2013WRQQ00800727. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of prison-
ers on prisoner assaults in each prison in total in 2012; the number of prisoner on staff assaults 
in each prison in total in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27516/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy, on the number of prisoner on prisoner assaults and prisoner on staff assaults for 
2012, is set out in the following table.

Prison/Place of Detention Number of Prisoner on Prisoner As-
saults by prison 

Number of Prisoner Assaults on 
Staff by prison

Arbour Hill 4 0
Castlerea 73 7
Cloverhill 97 9
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Prison/Place of Detention Number of Prisoner on Prisoner As-
saults by prison 

Number of Prisoner Assaults on 
Staff by prison

Cork 43 7
Dóchas Centre 25 3
Limerick 45 10
Loughan House 1 0
Midlands 68 10
Mountjoy (Male) 92 19
St. Patrick’s Institution 156 36
Portlaoise 12 0
Shelton Abbey 1 0
Training Unit 0 0
Wheatfield 98 6
 PSEC 0 0
Total 715 107

No level of inter prisoner violence or assaults on staff is acceptable.  Every effort is made 
by prison staff and management to limit the scope of acts of violence.  However, no regime can 
completely eliminate the possibility of violent incidents happening in a prison setting where 
a large number of dangerous and violent offenders are being held.  As the Deputy can see 
from the figures there were 822 incidents of violence recorded in prisons during 2012 and this 
includes very minor incidents.  This amounts to an average of 2.2 incidents per day among a 
population of approximately 4,300.

The Irish Prison Service has successfully introduced a number of measures across the prison 
estate such as, hand-held metal detectors, netting over prison yards, Boss chairs and security 
screening machines to detect and prevent weapons from entering the prison to limit the scope 
of acts of violence.

In addition, new prisoner programmes have been introduced such as the Incentivised Re-
gimes policy which provides for a differentiation of privileges between prisoners according to 
their level of engagement with services and quality of behaviour.  The objective is to provide 
tangible incentives to prisoners to participate in structured activities and to reinforce good be-
haviour, leading to a safer and more secure environment.  As a result, I am pleased to advise 
the Deputy that the figure for 2012 represents a 35% decrease on the 2011 total of 1,256 (1,115 
prisoner on prisoner and 141 prisoner on staff).

11/06/2013WRQQ00950Prisoner Data

11/06/2013WRQQ01000728. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of prison-
ers in total and in each institution that are at present in custody; the number required to slop out 
in each institution; the number required to use normal toilet facilities in the presence of others 
in each institution; the number that are sole occupants of a cell that has a normal flush toilet 
installed or have access at all times to normal toilet facilities in each institution; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27517/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer to your parliamentary 
question for written answer on Tuesday 11th June 2013.  The information has been collated 
and is set out in the tables below.  Unfortunately, the issue of slopping out cannot be resolved 
overnight.  However, I can assure you that the Government is committed to the elimination of 
slopping out in all prisons and places of detention.
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I am pleased to note that the number of prisoners currently slopping out has decreased by 
over 32% in the past 12 months from 836 to 565 and  will reduce further to 360 in September 
this year when the D Division in Mountjoy closes for refurbishment.  This  refurbishment proj-
ect, which forms part of a 40-month Capital Plan, published in April 2012 as part of the Prison 
service Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015, includes the installation of in-cell sanitation to all 
cells in Mountjoy Prison.  You will be aware that  the C and B wings were completed in 2012 
and work on the A wing is due for completion in September this year.  As I have said, slopping 
out will finally end in Mountjoy Prison, later this year, when work on the final wing, the D wing, 
commences.

In addition, construction of a new prison in Cork, on the site of the current car park and 
adjacent green-field site will also commence this year.  This new prison will have a capacity of 
275 and will replace the existing outdated prison with modern cellular accommodation contain-
ing in-cell sanitation and showering facilities supported by a full range of ancillary services.  
The construction of a new wing at Limerick Prison, to replace the outdated A and B Wings, also 
forms part of the 40-month capital plan and the tender process for this project is expected to 
commence in June.

You will be aware that a new accommodation block for in the Midlands Prison was opened 
in December 2012.  The opening of this new accommodation block has allowed the Prison 
Service to reduce the capacities of both Cork and Limerick Prison resulting in the closure of 
antiquated B wing of Limerick Prison.

Number in custody on 5th June 2013.

Prison No. in Custody
Mountjoy Male 537
Mountjoy Female 138
Training Unit 110
St Patrick’s Institution 146
Cloverhill Prison 406
Wheatfield Prison 708
Midlands Prison 738
Portlaoise Prison 260
Cork Prison 226
Limerick (M) 229
Limerick (F) 25
Castlerea 354
Arbour Hill 140
Loughan House 122
Shelton Abbey 112
Total 4,251

In May 2013, approximately 86% or 3,668 of the prisoners in custody across the prison 
system had access to in-cell sanitation or had access to normal toilet facilities at all times.  A 
detailed breakdown is set out in the following table.
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Institution No. of prisoners who 
are required toslop-out

No. of prisoners who are 
required to use normal 
toilet facilities in the 
presence of others

No. of prisoners that are 
sole occupants of a cell 
with normal flush toilet 
installed or have access at 
all times to normal toilet 
facilities

Arbour Hill 0 49 92
Castlerea 0 224 136
Cloverhill 0 358 47
Cork 233 0 7
Dochas 0 0 59
Limerick 46 115 85
Loughan 0 0 125
Midlands 0 429 302
Mountjoy (Male) 206 79 274
Portlaoise 60 49 159
Shelton 0 0 114
St Patrick’s Institution 0 0 157
Training Unit 20 0 93
Wheatfield 0 506 209
Total 565 1809 1859

  Questions Nos. 729 and 730 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRQQ01250Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2013WRQQ01300731. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will he urgently 
examine and expedite a naturalisation application in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27618/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person referred to by the 
Deputy has not made an application for naturalisation.  I am informed by the Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person concerned entered the State on 30 Septem-
ber, 2008 and claimed asylum.  His application for asylum was unsuccessful at first instance 
and this decision was upheld on appeal to the Office of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) on 
07 February, 2011.  Arising from the refusal of his asylum application and in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), he was notified by letter 
dated 28 February, 2011 that the then Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect 
of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State 
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to 
the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against him.  
In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance 
with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

I am informed by INIS that the person concerned subsequently made an application for 
permission to remain in the State on the basis of his marriage to an Irish national which took 
place in October 2010.  This application was refused in October 2011 as examination of his 
documents appeared to show that that the biographical data page was not part of the original 
passport as issued and was likely the result of an unauthorised substitution.  In February, 2013, 
the person concerned made a further application for permission to remain in the State on the 
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basis of his marriage to an Irish national.  He has submitted a new Passport with his application.  
Such applications are dealt with in chronological order and INIS are currently processing ap-
plications received in November 2012.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2013WRQQ01450EU Issues

11/06/2013WRQQ01500732. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
current European Commission proposal for a regulation on the European Agency for Law En-
forcement Co-operation and Training Europol, thereby repealing the existing decisions on Eu-
ropol and European Police College and allowing for their merger; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27627/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The proposal referred to by 
the Deputy was discussed at last week’s meeting of the EU Justice and Home Affairs Council 
in Luxembourg (6/7 June) and detailed consideration by the relevant working group will com-
mence, under the Irish Presidency, later this month.  The proposal concerns two existing EU 
agencies, Europol and CEPOL.  Europol’s role is to support national law enforcement bodies 
in their fight against serious crime and terrorism.  Europol does this by exchanging informa-
tion between national services and providing analysis of data to assist national services.  The 
European Police College, CEPOL, facilitates cooperation between national police services by 
organising and conducting training with a specific European and international dimension.

Given that Ireland currently holds the Presidency of the EU, I think that it would be inap-
propriate for me to comment in detail on a proposal consideration of which we will be chairing.  
I am aware that some Member States are not convinced by the arguments put forward by the 
Commission in relation to the proposed merger and I am sure that this will be considered further 
in the course of the negotiations on the proposal.

11/06/2013WRQQ01650Magdalen Laundries Report

11/06/2013WRQQ01700733. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
recent letter (details supplied) regarding the Senator Martin McAleese report into the Magda-
len laundries; if he intends to respond to the committee via our Ambassador at the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva or directly to the committee; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27628/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The United Nations Commit-
tee Against Torture (UNCAT) monitors implementation of the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment by its State parties.  All State 
parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the Committee.  The Committee examines each 
report and addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form of con-
cluding observations.

An examination of Ireland’s first national report on the measures taken to give effect to the 



Questions - Written Answers

577

undertakings under Article 19 of the Convention took place in Geneva in May, 2011.  In its 
concluding observations the Committee requested Ireland to provide further information on its 
response to a number of the Committee’s recommendations.  Ireland subsequently responded to 
the Committee on 31st July, 2012.

I can inform the Deputy that my Department has recently received a letter from the Rap-
porteur for the Follow-up on Concluding Observations of UNCAT.  The Rapporteur has sought 
clarification and further information in relation to Ireland’s response of 31st July, 2012.  This 
letter is currently being considered and my Department will issue a response through Ireland’s 
Ambassador at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva in due course.

  Question No. 734 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRQQ01950Road Traffic Accidents Data

11/06/2013WRQQ02000735. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
vehicular traffic accidents that have been recorded at or in close proximity to the crossroads 
at Knockdoe, Claregalway, County Galway, being the junction between the N17 and the roads 
leading to the townlands of Carraghy and Monroe, in the periods from the beginning of Novem-
ber 2012 to end of April 2013, and from the beginning of November 2011 to end of April 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27673/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WRQQ02150Garda Deployment

11/06/2013WRQQ02200736. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the Kells dis-
trict was not allocated a superintendent, despite the fact that many smaller districts with smaller 
populations and less crime were allocated superintendents in the recent period.  [27686/13]

11/06/2013WRQQ02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including per-
sonnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This allocation 
of resources is constantly monitored by the Commissioner and his senior management team in 
the context of demographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in 
place on a District, Divisional and Regional level.  The objective at all times is to ensure that 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to 
the public.  While there is currently a vacancy at Superintendent rank in the Kells District, the 
policing service there is kept under close review by the Divisional Officer for the Meath Garda 
Division.

  Question No. 737 answered with Question No. 661.

11/06/2013WRQQ02450Emergency Services Personnel

11/06/2013WRQQ02500738. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will indi-
cate the measures in place to protect emergency service drivers in the course of their work; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27699/13]
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11/06/2013WRQQ02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 19 of the Criminal 
Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, (as amended by section 185 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006) 
makes it an offence to assault, in the course of their duties, a “peace officer”, persons provid-
ing medical services in a hospital or any persons assisting either.  For the purposes of the Act, 
“peace officer” includes members of the Garda Síochána, Prison Officers, members of the De-
fence Forces, members of the Fire Brigade and ambulance personnel.  A person convicted on 
indictment of such an assault can be sentenced to up to 7 years imprisonment.  I believe that it is 
right that strong penalties should apply to persons who assault or threaten to assault emergency 
services personnel.

  Question No. 739 answered with Question No. 661.

  Question No. 740 answered with Question No. 654.

11/06/2013WRRR00250Garda Deployment

11/06/2013WRRR00300741. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community gardaí in Clondalkin Garda station in June 2011; in June 2012; and in June 2013; 
the number of community gardaí in Ronanstown Garda station in June 2011; in June 2012; and 
in June 2013; the number of community gardaí in Rathcoole Garda station in June 2011; in June 
2012; and in June 2013; the number of community gardaí in Lucan Garda station in June 2011; 
in June 2012; and in June 2013; the number of community gardaí in Ballyfermot Garda station 
in June 2011; in June 2012; and in June 2013.  [27756/13]

11/06/2013WRRR00400742. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his policy in terms 
of the provision of community gardaí.  [27757/13]

11/06/2013WRRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 741 and 742 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed al-
location of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct 
function in the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of 
demographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a Dis-
trict, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the 
best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

The Deputy will also be aware that all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to deal with 
Community Policing issues as and when they arise.  I have been informed by the Garda Com-
missioner that the number of dedicated Community Gardaí in the Stations mentioned by the 
Deputy in June 2011, 2012 and at the end April 2013, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available, is set out in the following table.  Community policing is a philosophy that 
underpins policing in Ireland and the Commissioner has consistently reiterated the importance 
he attaches to it.

Station June 2011 June 2012 April 2013
Clondalkin 11 10 7
Ronanstown 11 10 10
Rathcoole 1 1 1
Lucan 11 7 7
Ballyfermot 6 10 10
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11/06/2013WRRR00550Garda Investigations

11/06/2013WRRR00600743. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason there 
is a delay on the Fr. Niall Molloy Report. [27772/13]

11/06/2013WRRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the examination surrounding the circumstances of the death of Father Niall 
Molloy has been completed and that an investigation file has been forwarded for the attention 
of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).

11/06/2013WRRR00750Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Funding

11/06/2013WRRR00800744. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the 
Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal does not have sufficient funding to give immediate 
payment following an award that has been made to a person (details supplied) in County Tip-
perary; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27776/13]

11/06/2013WRRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted the 
Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of individual ap-
plications for compensation that fall to be considered by the Tribunal.  However, in order to be 
of assistance to you in the matter I have had inquiries made with the Tribunal on your behalf.

I understand that the Tribunal has made an award in favour of the person concerned who 
was notified of this decision on 3 April, 2013.  I am informed that the Tribunal has not received 
a signed form of acceptance to date and, in this regard, the Tribunal is not in a position to pro-
cess the application further.  The Deputy may also wish to note that during 2012 in particular, 
a small number of high awards made by the Tribunal in accordance with the provisions of the 
Scheme and the extent of the injuries suffered by the applicants concerned has caused the level 
of compensation awarded to exceed the budgetary provision for the payment of compensation.  
It has been necessary for the Tribunal to carry forward a significant amount of those awards for 
payment during 2013.  This led to the 2013 budget becoming fully committed.  As the Deputy 
will appreciate, the budget available to the Tribunal, in common with all Government Depart-
ments, is limited and in circumstances where there is no upper limit to the amount that may be 
awarded by the Tribunal in an individual case a small number of high awards can very quickly 
exhaust the funding available.

11/06/2013WRRR00950Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2013WRRR01000745. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will expe-
dite an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27785/13]

11/06/2013WRRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in April, 2013.  The applica-
tion is at an advanced stage of processing and the applicant will be informed of my decision as 
expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citi-
zenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which 
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confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly 
to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2013WRRR01150Magdalen Laundries Issues

11/06/2013WRRR01200746. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reasons the 
institution at Summerhill, County Wexford has been excluded from the Justice Quirke redress 
process; if he will consider extending the scheme to include the residents of the Summerhill 
laundry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27925/13]

11/06/2013WRRR01300747. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will meet with 
a person (details supplied) in County Wexford to discuss the inclusion of the laundry at Sum-
merhill in County Wexford in the redress process currently being undertaken by Justice Quirke 
[27926/13]

11/06/2013WRRR01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 746 and 747 together.

The Government decision of 19 February relates to Magdalen Laundries which were exam-
ined by the Inter-Departmental Committee set up to establish the facts of State involvement.  
The House of Mercy in Summerhill, County Wexford was one of a number of residential cen-
tres run by the Sisters of Mercy, where, generally at the request of their parents, young girls 
were taken in following primary school with a view to gaining experience and training that 
would facilitate their subsequent employment.  I have no reason to doubt that there was a “com-
mercial” laundry attached to Summerhill.  There were a wide variety of institutions which had 
laundries run by different religious congregations and no decision has been made to include 
them all within the scope of the Magdalen Scheme.  I will be making a decision within the next 
few weeks on Summerhill.  Unfortunately due to heavy commitments on my time, particularly 
arising from EU Presidency duties, I am not in a position the meet the person in question in the 
immediate future.

  Question No. 748 answered with Question No. 653.

  Question No. 749 answered with Question No. 655.

11/06/2013WRRR01650Deportation Orders

11/06/2013WRRR01700750. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the length of 
time that persons must remain outside of the Republic of Ireland once a deportation order has 
been served and enforced; and whether or not  deportation prevents the person from entering 
any other EEA country and if so, for which extent of time; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28004/13]

11/06/2013WRRR01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The effect of a Deportation 
Order is that the person the subject of such an Order must leave the State and remain there-
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after out of the State. Deportation Orders are made under the provisions of the Immigration 
Act, 1999, as amended, following a comprehensive consideration of an individual’s case under 
Section 3 (6) of that Act and under Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 on the prohibition of 
refoulement.  A Deportation Order does not in itself prevent a person who is the subject of such 
an Order from entering any other EEA country.  However, other EU immigration authorities 
may, depending on their respective immigration rules and procedures, consider the existence 
of an Irish issued Deportation Order as sufficient grounds to refuse entry to their national terri-
tory.  It can be expected that this will be especially the case in respect of entry into the United 
Kingdom in view of the joint commitment of both Ireland and the UK to protect the integrity of 
the Common Travel Area arrangement.

11/06/2013WRRR01850Immigration Policy

11/06/2013WRRR01900751. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality on what 
grounds was the year 2004 chosen as the cut-off point for arrival when devising the 2004 stu-
dent probationary scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28005/13]

11/06/2013WRRR02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the introduction of the new immigration regime for non-EEA students on 1 January 2011 
introduced a limit of seven years as the maximum period that a non-EEA national may reside in 
Ireland on a student permission.  The time limit was necessary to curb the misuse of the student 
immigration channel by economic migrants.  Tackling abuses of the system was part of a whole 
of Government strategy that refocussed efforts on growing the international education industry.

The new policy applies to all students who have arrived in the State after 1 January 2011 as 
well as to those students who were already resident in Ireland on that date.  Special provisions 
were made to facilitate those students who exceeded the seven year time-frame (i.e. those who 
arrived before 1 January 2004) on the date of introduction.  These special provisions were ex-
tended on several occasions to allow for “timed-out” students to complete their studies, avail of 
post-student pathways or arrange for their departure from the State.

As a final measure in assisting the transition to the new regime, the Student Probationary 
Extension was made available to those students who had been continuously resident in the State 
since before 1 January 2005.  This cut-off point provides for those students who were “timed-
out” at the introduction of the new regime as well as those who first registered in the State in 
the twelve months following 1 January 2004.  The eligible group consists of those most im-
mediately impacted by the change.  They had the longest continuous residence in the State and 
more limited time to adjust to the provisions of the new regime before reaching the seven year 
cut-off point.  Overall the seven year limit is a generous one and provides ample opportunity to 
motivated students to achieve all of their academic goals.

11/06/2013WRRR02050Upward Only Rent Reviews

11/06/2013WRRR02100752. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current position 
regarding upward only rent reviews; the measures that are planned to address the difficulty of 
many small businesses in relation to this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28013/13]

11/06/2013WRRR02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have indicated in my 
replies to previous Parliamentary Questions on the subject of upward only rent review clauses, 
there are no plans to re-examine the decision which was taken in 2011 not to proceed with leg-
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islation to abolish such clauses in commercial leases which were entered into prior to 28 Febru-
ary 2010.  It will be recalled that the background to this decision was a substantial concern that 
any legislative scheme involving interference in the contractual relationships of private parties 
would find it extremely difficult to survive a Constitutional challenge.  In addition, the Gov-
ernment was advised that any model proposed would require the payment of compensation to 
landlords whose rights were infringed in order to ensure that the proposal would be compatible 
with the Constitution and with the European Convention on Human Rights.

With regard to providing assistance to businesses in relation to this matter, absent legislative 
intervention, NAMA is playing a role in dealing with problems caused by upward only rent re-
views applying to NAMA properties.  I have been advised that, by end-April 2013, the Agency 
had granted 222 applications for rent abatement with an aggregate annual value of about €14 
million which represents the annual value of rent due to NAMA that it has agreed to forego in 
order to help businesses survive.  A further 52 applications were under review at that date.  Of 
the 284 eligible applications received only 10 have been refused representing a 96% approval 
rate by NAMA.  The practice of NAMA in this area is one which I would commend to landlords 
in the commercial property market and in the retail sector in particular.

More generally, the importance of supporting the retail sector is widely recognised across 
a range of Government Departments.  Continuing action is being taken to reduce the cost of 
doing business for all businesses, and is intended to have a positive impact on areas such as 
energy, local authority rates, and the administrative burden involved in companies complying 
with Government regulations and tax systems.  I would also draw the attention of the Deputy 
to the Action Plan for Jobs which lies within the remit of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

The Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 provides for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Commercial Leases Database by the Property Services Regulatory Authority.  This 
Database will assist in providing readily accessible, accurate information in order to determine 
the market rent payable in respect of comparable commercial properties.  Work is underway to 
ensure that the Database will be operational shortly.  Attention is drawn to the existence of a 
rent review arbitration code which was drawn up by a group of experts whose membership was 
drawn from all stakeholders in the commercial property arena.  The code, which can be found 
on www.justice.ie, provides a mechanism, applied on a voluntary basis, to deal with the resolu-
tion of rent review disputes in the commercial property sector.  The effectiveness of the Code 
and the extent to which it is utilised by stakeholders is currently under review.

11/06/2013WRRR02250Visa Applications

11/06/2013WRRR02300753. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to address 
the delays in short term or visiting visa applications; if there are any measures under consid-
eration in relation to a specific visitors visa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28017/13]

11/06/2013WRRR02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by officials of 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that they are not 
aware of any inordinate delay in processing short stay visa applications.  Detailed analysis of 
short stay visa applications for 2012 shows that almost 50% of such applications worldwide 
were processed within four days of having been received in an embassy or visa office.  This 
compares very favourably with processing times in other EU Member States.  Moreover, in to-
tal almost 90,000 entry visa applications were processed in 2012 with an approval rate of 91%.  
Visa applicants are advised to apply eight weeks before the intended date of travel, however, 
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this advice is mainly precautionary.  Although the processing time for dealing with visit appli-
cations can vary depending on the particular circumstances of each individual case and the level 
of investigation required, it would be quite rare for a straightforward short stay visa application 
to take eight weeks to process.

There is already, under the Irish visa system, a category “Visit Visa” which includes short-
term visas for those who wish to visit family/friends as well as those who wish to visit as inde-
pendent holiday makers.  This feature, whereby the visa applicant describes the exact purpose 
of their intended journey, is common to many visa regimes, for example, the Schengen visa 
regime covering most of our EU partner countries.  No change in this area is envisaged.  It is 
important to note that the great majority of visitors to Ireland - over 98% - come from countries 
whose citizens are not visa-required, for example, the UK, the US, EU member states as well 
as a wide range of other countries spread throughout the world.  Therefore, reforms of the visa 
regime can have only a limited effect on tourism and other visits.  Nevertheless my Department 
is constantly seeking ways in which the visa system can be used to facilitate increased tourist 
and business visits.

The Deputy will no doubt be aware of the Short-stay Irish Visa Waiver Programme, launched 
by this Government on 1 July 2011, which allows persons from seventeen designated countries 
to travel to Ireland on the basis of a UK visa.  This Programme has proved very effective in 
attracting increased numbers of visitors from emerging tourist markets.  In the twelve months 
following the introduction of the programme, visits from the countries covered by it increased 
by 21% over the preceding twelve months.  The Government has also taken other steps to make 
the visa process easier including making greater use of multi-entry visas for regular tourist and 
business visitors from targeted markets including China, the UAE and Russia.  My Department 
has established six overseas offices in strategic hub locations to provide a better and more con-
venient service to visa applicants from the busiest locations.  It is also in discussion with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on steps to make the issuing of visas through Irish 
missions overseas, under delegated sanction from my Department, more efficient.

11/06/2013WRRR02450Prison Education Service

11/06/2013WRRR02500754. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide information on the working and training facilities that have been built as part of the new 
cell block in the midlands prison; the work-training facilities that are available to prisoners on 
a daily basis within the new cell block at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28022/13]

11/06/2013WRRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Prison Service pro-
vides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes that include education, vocational training, 
healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These pro-
grammes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use the services.  On com-
mittal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the services available 
in the prison.  At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they can self refer at a later 
date.  Where Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner needs a particular 
intervention they will initiate a referral.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the new Irish Prison Ser-
vice Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015.  There is a clear commitment in the Strategy to 
enhance sentence planning, including Integrated Sentence Management, and the delivery of 
prison based rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement pro-
grammes.  The Irish Prison Service places a strong emphasis on improving prisoners’ employ-
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ability prospects through Work Training activities and accredited vocational training courses.  
Over 100 workshops and service activities operate across the prison estate and the number of 
accredited courses and activities has increased in recent years.  There are now over 100 quali-
fications available across 20 skill sets. 1,459 prisoners participated in accredited vocational 
training courses in 2012 - up from 314 in 2007 - and 1,030 prisoners received certificates in the 
last year.

A wide range of training workshops and service activities are operating in the Midlands 
Prison.  These include carpentry, metalwork, computers, laundry, waste management, horti-
culture, industrial cleaning and catering.  Prisoners housed in the new accommodation block 
in the Midlands have access to the existing Work Training activities, other constructive activi-
ties - such as gyms, paint parties, cleaning, and reception - as well as to Education.  In addition 
to a recently opened ‘Bag and Tag’ Tuckshop facility the new block will also have workshop 
activities in printing/computers, catering training and light industry/craftwork.  Soft skills pro-
grammes will also be facilitated in the block.  It is envisaged that these additional activities will 
come on stream in the near future once vacancies in the Work Training Officer (WTO) grade are 
filled through a competition which will be held in the coming weeks.

11/06/2013WRRR02650Crime Prevention

11/06/2013WRRR02700755. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps the 
gardaí are taking in an area (details supplied) in County Meath to reduce crime; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28088/13]

11/06/2013WRRR02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty directly as soon as the report is to hand.

11/06/2013WRRR02850Defence Forces Personnel Data

11/06/2013WRRR02900756. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Defence the number of retirees from the 
armed services, all ranks, in each of the past five years. [26604/13]

11/06/2013WRRR03000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It was not possible to provide the detailed 
information sought by the Deputy in the time available.  My Department is currently seeking 
to compile the relevant data and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it 
comes to hand.

11/06/2013WRSS00150Public Procurement Contracts Tenders

11/06/2013WRSS00200757. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Defence the reason a business (details 
supplied) in County Galway lost its public contract; if the company should have been entitled 
to prior notification of losing the contract; the reason it was not made aware of the public tender 
prior to the new company being granted the tender; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26895/13]

11/06/2013WRSS00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Defence Forces are obliged to carry 
out all procurement competitions in an open and transparent manner and in line with National 
and EU Public Procurement legislation.  The Defence Forces have absolutely no discretion in 
this regard.  The military authorities have advised me that a tender competition for the supply 
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of laundry services for the Defence Forces in Dún Uí Mhaoiliosa, Galway was published on 
the etenders website on 25 February 2013, with a closing date of 18 April 2013 for receipt of 
tenders.  The previous contract had run its full term and was due to end on 25 May 2013.    

The company which held this previous contract did not submit a tender for the new contract. 

The contract award for the new contract was made by the Defence Forces on 13 May 2013 
and the new contract for supply of services commenced on 27 May 2013. 

11/06/2013WRSS00350Defence Forces Deployment

11/06/2013WRSS00400758. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence if he will cite the provi-
sions of the Defence Acts by which the Defence Forces are deployed in aid of the civil author-
ity; if he specify the distinction, if any, between civil authority and the civil power; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27270/13]

11/06/2013WRSS00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The involvement of the Defence Forces in 
responding to emergencies or security issues arises from requests for assistance from An Garda 
Síochána in an Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) role or from other agencies of the State in an Aid 
to the Civil Authority (ATCA) role.  In relation to security, primary responsibility for the main-
tenance of law and order rests with An Garda Síochána.  However, one of the roles assigned to 
the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence (2000) is to provide ATCP which, in prac-
tice, means to assist An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.  A wide variety of military 
training activities are specifically designed to counter or respond to possible security emergen-
cies and the Defence Forces hold regular coordination and liaison meetings with An Garda 
Síochána in relation to ATCP issues.  The basis for the provision for ATCA is the Government 
approval of the Framework for Major Emergency Management which sets out the structure for 
enabling the Principal Response Agencies (An Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive 
and Local Authorities) to prepare for, and make a coordinated response to, major emergencies 
and the Defence Forces respond within that Framework.  Representation on the Government 
Task Force on Emergency Planning, by both my Department and the Defence Forces, also en-
sures the fullest coordination and cooperation in the event of an emergency.

11/06/2013WRSS00550Defence Forces Reserve Issues

11/06/2013WRSS00600759. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence in relation to the reassign-
ment process for Reserve Defence Force, the number of applications that were initially received 
by the two boards; the number of these who opted to be discharged; the number of officers who 
opted to resign; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27271/13]

11/06/2013WRSS00700760. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 455 and 456 of 30 April 2013, the reason the process was not completed by 3 
March 2013 as advised to the Reserve Defence Force; the reason the numbers who opted to 
be discharged or resign and the number of non-effectives who were not to be reassigned is not 
readily available as these were not entitled to appeal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [27272/13]

11/06/2013WRSS00800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 759 and 
760 together.

In relation to the questions above regarding the reason the process was not completed by 3 
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March 2013 as advised to the Reserve Defence Force, the position is that Phase 1, the Prepara-
tory Stage, was encompassed by the period up to the end of March 2013.  During this stage, 
training in the Reserve was limited to unarmed training while preparations were made to pro-
vide the regulatory provisions for the new organisational structures and to allow personnel to 
apply for positions within these new structures.  A revised Regulation, CS 4, was signed on 11 
March 2013 and a new Administrative Instruction dealing with both the PDF and the RDF was 
signed by the Chief of Staff, also on 11 March.  The new organisational structure came into ef-
fect on 31 March 2013.

Phase 2, which is the Implementation Phase, is currently being progressed and will extend 
to 30 September 2013.

The Military Authorities have advised that it is not possible, within the time available, to 
compile the necessary data in order to fully answer the questions in relation to the reassignment 
process for the Reserve Defence Force, the number of applications that were initially received 
by the two boards, the number of these who opted to be discharged and the number of officers 
who opted to resign. 

In this regard I will revert with a complete answer at the earliest possible opportunity.

In order to ensure that any member of the Reserve who wished to appeal their assignment 
was afforded that opportunity, the last date for submitting an appeal was extended to 24 May 
2013.  As some members, following the outcome of the appeals process, may still choose to 
resign, definitive details of the total number opting to resign or to be discharged are still evolv-
ing.  In addition, it will not be possible to determine until later in the process the total number of 
individuals who fall into the category of non-effective members of the Reserve, as it will only 
be with time that it will become apparent the total number of Reservists who will remain active, 
or not, in their re-assigned appointments.  

Every effort was made to contact the maximum number of members of the Reserve in order 
to offer them the opportunity to indicate their preferred appointment within the new organisa-
tional structure.  Many members who had not been effective for considerable periods of time 
may not have received this correspondence as they had not provided the organisation with cur-
rent contact details.  Confirmation of the numbers who did not respond will be included when 
providing the information mentioned above.

First Line Reserve

11/06/2013WRSS00900761. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if there is an Air Corps Reserve 
similar to that of the Reserve Defence Forces and the Naval Service Reserve as part of the make 
up of the Irish Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27306/13]

11/06/2013WRSS01000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reserve Defence Force is comprised of 
the First Line Reserve, the Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve.  There is no Air Corps 
Reserve similar to the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve.  However, former members 
of the Air Corps may serve as members of the First Line Reserve.  As shown in the tabular 
statement set out below, at the end of April 2013, (the last date for which figures are available) 
there were 18 members of the First Line Reserve (FLR) who served previously with the Air 
Corps.  Reservists who previously served with the Air Corps are attached to Air Corps Units for 
administrative purposes. 

Strength of the First line Reserve
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Formation Officers NCO Private Total
Army 31 13 119 163
Air Corps 11    7  18
Naval Service 30  9   37  76
Total 72 22  163 257 

11/06/2013WRSS01050Departmental Expenditure

11/06/2013WRSS01100762. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Defence the amount paid to private 
security firms for provision of services by his Department in each year from 2009 to 2012; if 
he will indicate at which barracks, if any, security services were provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26754/13]

11/06/2013WRSS01200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Because of a number of incidents of rob-
bery and vandalism my Department has been obliged to put security arrangements in place to 
protect closed barracks from further damage.  The costs incurred in the years 2009 to 2012 are 
as follows:

Year Location(s) Amount €
2009 Longford, Monaghan, Kildare, Lifford Barracks, Rockhill House 26,656.87
2010 Rockhill House 86,803.38
2011 Rockhill House 84,657.09
2012 Clonmel, Cavan, Mullingar Barracks and Rockhill House 200,534.30

The effectiveness of the security measures currently in place are monitored on a continu-
ous basis with a view to minimising the cost while at the same time protecting the premises 
involved and I am satisfied that the arrangements are warranted.

11/06/2013WRSS01250Naval Service Vessels

11/06/2013WRSS01300763. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 216 of 22 May 2013 regarding the decommissioning of LE Emer and LE Aoife and the 
recently sought expressions of interest from qualified persons who could assist his Department; 
if he will outline the number of expressions of interest received; if he will provide a breakdown 
of the figures into different categories such as individuals, interest groups, lobby groups and so 
forth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26957/13]

11/06/2013WRSS01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The closing date for the receipt of expres-
sions of interest from qualified persons who could assist the Department with the sale of the two 
ships was Thursday 23 May 2013.  A number of such expressions of interest were received and 
are under consideration in the Department at present.  Given that the process is ongoing, I am 
not in a position to give further details in the matter at this stage.

11/06/2013WRSS01450Defence Forces Personnel

11/06/2013WRSS01500764. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel 
who remain in the Defence Forces having joined under the 1994 personnel model; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27402/13]
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11/06/2013WRSS01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): A total of 5189 personnel who enlisted in 
the Permanent Defence Force in the period since 1 January 1994 remain serving today. A de-
tailed breakdown of these personnel based on their rank is contained in the table. 

Current rank of serving personnel who enlisted in the Permanent Defence Force on or 
after 01/01/1994 

RANK PERS
Company Sergeant/Battalion Sergeant 10
Company Quartermaster Sergeant 14
Sergeant 463
Corporal 1168
Private 3* 3037
Private 2* 474
Apprentice 23

11/06/2013WRSS01650Defence Forces Pensions

11/06/2013WRSS01700765. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Defence if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare is eligible for a UN disability pension; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27465/13]

11/06/2013WRSS01800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person in question left the Defence 
Forces at his own request in May 1988.  On leaving, he was granted a short-service gratuity 
under the Defence Forces Pensions Schemes in respect of his military service.  He applied for 
and was subsequently granted a disability pension under the Army Pensions Acts in respect of 
various injuries he sustained in a road traffic accident while on United Nations duty in Lebanon 
in June 1984.  His disability pension, which is exempt from income tax, was granted by the 
Department on the basis that those injuries were found on investigation by the Army Pensions 
Board (the relevant independent statutory body in such cases) to be attributable to his overseas 
service with the United Nations.  An award by the Army Pensions Board is the only means, 
other than litigation, by which retired personnel of the Defence Forces are provided with com-
pensation for any injury sustained in service in the Defence Forces.  Such Disability Pensions 
are paid by the Department of Defence and not by the United Nations.  I should mention that 
the person in question also received compensation in 1987 in settlement of a civil action against 
my Department in respect of his injuries sustained while serving overseas. 

11/06/2013WRSS01850EU Directives

11/06/2013WRSS01900766. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence the work his Department is 
currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential Bill to go 
through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to ensure Ireland is in 
compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European Union; the deadline 
in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27471/13]

11/06/2013WRSS02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  There are currently no Directives pertain-
ing to my Department which require legislation.   

11/06/2013WRSS02050EU Presidency Engagements
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11/06/2013WRSS02100767. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline the engage-
ments of the Irish Defence Forces chief of staff on his recent visit to Lithuania; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27492/13]

11/06/2013WRSS02200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The official visit of the Chief of Staff of 
the Defence Forces, Lieutenant General Seán McCann, to Lithuania was conducted during the 
period 28 May to 01 June 2013, in the context of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union as part of the 18 month “Trio Programme” of Ireland, Lithuania and Greece.  
In preparation for the hand-over of the Presidency in July 2013 and continued Irish support to 
the Lithuanian Presidency, key discussions were held with the Minister of National Defence of 
the Republic of Lithuania, Mr Juozas Olekas, the Irish Ambassador to Lithuania, Ms Philom-
ena Murnaghan, Chief of Defence of the Republic of Lithuania, Lieutenant General Arvydas 
Pocius, Commander of the Land Forces, Major General Almantas Leika, Commander in Chief 
of Lithuanian Navy, Rear Admiral Macijauskas, and Commander of the Lithuanian Air Force 
Major General, Edvardas Mažeikis.  The Chief of Staff was accompanied on the visit by Colo-
nel Michael Meehan, Director of Strategic Planning and his Personal Staff Officer, Lt. Colonel 
Tom O’Callaghan.  The theme of Common Security and Defence Policy was high on the agenda 
as July will mark the first time Lithuania will hold the Presidency of the Council of the Euro-
pean Union.  Ireland’s experience in hosting the Presidency was discussed in order to facilitate 
preparations for the Lithuanian hand-over.  The Chief of Staff was briefed on defence issues 
which I prioritised for our Presidency and the progress made in these areas.  The outcome of the 
meetings and seminars held during the Irish Presidency, which were utilised as an opportunity 
to progress the development of the Common Security and Defence Policy agenda, were also 
discussed. 

During the visit, joint areas of interest were discussed with Lithuania, seeking to learn from 
Ireland’s long standing commitment to United Nations Peace Support Operations.  The Chief of 
Staff also discussed Ireland’s overseas engagements in missions led by the EU, UN and NATO.  
Lithuania also expressed an interest in hearing about Ireland’s expertise in Counter Improvised 
Explosive Devices.

Discussions also focused on Maritime issues, in particular Ireland and Lithuania’s involve-
ment in the European Defence Agencies Maritime Surveillance project, which involves the 
pooling and sharing of defence maritime information by 16 participating Member States.

During the official visit, tours and briefs of the headquarters of the Lithuanian Land Force, 
Air Force and Navy, Search and Rescue units and various other elements of the Lithuanian 
Armed Forces were undertaken. 

Air Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRSS02300768. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence the future of the Emergency 
Aeromedical Service that has been in operation for just over 12 months having completed its 
initial trial period, basing an Irish Air Corp EC135 helicopter at Custume Barracks, Athlone, 
County Westmeath; if discussions have taken place between his officials and those in the De-
partment of Health to extend the service, based on an initial 12 month test period; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27661/13]

11/06/2013WRSS02400771. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence when the review of the Air 
Corps air ambulance service will be completed; the total number of missions completed to date; 
if he will provide a breakdown of the type of patient transported; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27904/13]
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11/06/2013WRSS02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 768 and 
771 together.

A 12 month pilot Emergency Aeromedical Support (EAS) service established in order to 
assess the level and type, if any, of dedicated aeronautical support needed to assist the Na-
tional Ambulance Service, primarily in the West of Ireland, commenced operations on the 4 
June 2012.  Following a recent request from my colleague the Minister for Health, I have now 
agreed to extend the Air Corps’ participation in the pilot for a period of up to three months in 
order to allow him to give consideration to a Report on the review of the pilot which is currently 
being finalised by an inter-service audit and evaluation group.  There were 245 EAS missions 
completed by the Air Corps up to the 31 May 2013.  In addition, I understand that since August 
2012 the Irish Coast Guard has carried out in the region of 40 EAS missions, using their fleet of 
Search and Rescue helicopters.

The EAS service was established in order to support the HSE Clinical Care Programmes 
such as Acute Coronary Syndrome and Stroke.  However, the service has also assisted in pro-
viding rapid patient transfer to an appropriate medical facility in a range of other time-critical 
cases.

Defence Forces Equipment

11/06/2013WRSS02600769. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence forces 
will be disposing of 4x2 TCV Man vehicles or EOD 4x2 vehicles in the coming year; if he will 
consider giving it to the Irish UN history group; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27767/13]

11/06/2013WRSS02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): As military vehicles near the end of their 
operational life, a board of survey is convened in accordance with the relevant Defence Force 
regulations to determine whether the vehicles are serviceable, repairable, obsolete, or surplus 
to military requirements. 

At present there are a small number of 4x2 troop carrying vehicles that are expected to come 
to the end of their operational life in the fourth quarter of 2013.  At that stage, a decision will 
be made by a board of survey regarding the future of these vehicles.  In advance of the recom-
mendations of a board of survey, it is not possible to confirm if the 4x2 troop carrying vehicles 
will be disposed of.  There are currently no explosive ordnance disposal vehicles either being 
disposed of or under review by a board of survey.

11/06/2013WRSS02750Defence Forces Recruitment

11/06/2013WRSS02800770. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence when did the Army last recruit; 
the number that were taken on; when the Army will be recruiting again; approximately the num-
ber that will be taken on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27807/13]

11/06/2013WRSS02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Military Authorities that 
the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, at 30 April 2013, the latest date for which details 
are available, was 9,163 comprising 7,355 Army, 780 Air Corps and 1,028 Naval Service per-
sonnel.  This is against the stabilised strength for the Permanent Defence Force of 9,500. In this 
context it is my intention that targeted recruitment will continue within the resource envelope 
allocated to Defence.  Following on from the last General Service recruitment campaign in 
2012 a total of 539 General Service recruits were enlisted in the Permanent Defence Force, of 
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which 418 were enlisted in the Army, and 121 in the Naval Service.  It is intended that further 
general service recruitment will take place from the existing competition panels in the Autumn.  
A decision on exact numbers to be taken in has not been made at this time and will depend on 
available resources, training capacity and vacancies.

A recruitment competition for the intake of Cadets was recently advertised, the closing date 
for which was 26 May 2013. It is planned to take in 33 Cadets from this Cadetship competition 
in 2013.  

With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, I intend to retain 
the capacity of the Defence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and to undertake the 
tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas. 

  Question No. 771 answered with Question No. 768.

11/06/2013WRSS03050Air Corps Training

11/06/2013WRSS03100772. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 320 of 7 May 2013, if the outstanding recommendations have been implemented; 
if not, the timeline for implementation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27905/13]

11/06/2013WRSS03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The AAIU report contained seven safety 
recommendations of which five related to the Air Corps.  As previously stated two of these were 
implemented prior to the publication of the report.  A further recommendation has since been 
implemented by the Air Corps and the remaining two are in the process of being implemented.

11/06/2013WRTT00200Defence Forces Strength

11/06/2013WRTT00300773. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of Defence 
forces personnel currently based in Custume Barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath; if there are 
any plans to transfer any of them to other locations; if so, to the locations and the numbers of 
personnel involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27942/13]

11/06/2013WRTT00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The military authorities have confirmed 
that the current strength of personnel in Custume Barracks, Athlone is 1,003. With the recent 
re-organisation of the Permanent Defence Force from 3 Brigades to a 2 Brigade structure, and 
a strength figure for the Permanent Defence Force as a whole of 9,500, I expect the number of 
personnel serving in Custume Barracks will remain in the order of 1,000 personnel.  There is 
a constant through flow of personnel into and out of Custume Barracks and indeed other Bar-
racks. This is because military service involves personnel moving into and out of particular 
postings as they serve at home and overseas, receive training and undergo educational and 
career development courses. 

Custume Barracks continues to be an important operational military barracks under the 
reorganisation.

11/06/2013WRTT00500EU Funding

11/06/2013WRTT00600774. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if EU funds been used since 2008 to fund national development plan initiatives that are un-
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der the purview of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; if EU funds been used 
since 2008 to fund national development plan initiatives related to horse breeding; if EU funds 
been used since 2008 to fund national development plan initiatives related to equestrian sports 
and activities; if EU funds been used since 2008 to fund any initiatives related to horse breeding 
and equestrian sports and activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27265/13]

11/06/2013WRTT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
National Development Plan 2007-2013, EU funds were used to support a number of measures.  
However, horse breeding and equestrian sports and activities were not in receipt of EU funds.

11/06/2013WRTT00800Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

11/06/2013WRTT00900775. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to include a guarantee that when the harvesting rights of Coillte are sold that the land 
will be returned to the State in the condition that it is in when the harvesting rights returns to 
State ownership; if there are any plans for the inclusion of a down payment in the contract to 
include any forest restoration costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27941/13]

11/06/2013WRTT01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to 
reiterate that the sale of the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests is under consideration, not the 
land, and no decision has been taken on this matter as yet. Further to the Government decision 
that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be considered for sale, NewERA, 
Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and this Department examined the 
financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets. This ex-
amination included the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determination of their 
value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of the har-
vesting rights, including the need for replanting.

The overall analysis on the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights has been finalised, 
the outcome of which is currently being considered by the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform and myself.  It will be brought to Government in due course for consideration. 

11/06/2013WRTT01100Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRTT01200776. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of disadvantaged area scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27096/13]

11/06/2013WRTT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, holdings of eligible applicants were required to have met 
a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive 
months, in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the 
twelve months of the scheme year. 

The person named was unable to meet this requirement, but subsequently applied success-
fully to have unforeseen medical circumstances taken into account.  Processing of the applica-
tion has since been finalised, with payment issuing directly into the nominated bank account on 
31 May 2013.

11/06/2013WRTT01400Marine Resources
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11/06/2013WRTT01500777. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he has taken to date following on from the launch of the Harnessing our Ocean Wealth 
plan launched by the Government in July 2012 which planned to double the value of Ireland’s 
ocean wealth to 2.4% of GDP by 2030 and increase the turnover from our ocean economy to 
exceed €6.4bn by 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27115/13]

11/06/2013WRTT01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In recogni-
tion of the under-utilisation of our vast marine resource, the Inter-Departmental Marine Coor-
dination Group (MCG), on behalf of the Government, developed Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth 
- An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland. The Plan launched by the Government in July 2012, 
provides a fresh momentum for growth in the marine area and seeks to ensure Government 
departments work together more efficiently and effectively on the diverse issues related to the 
marine, enabling significant input and contributions from relevant stakeholder interests from 
both the public and private sectors.

Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth set out the Government’s Vision, High-Level Goals, and Key 
‘Enabling’ Actions the Government will take to put in place the appropriate policy, governance 
and business climate to enable our marine potential to be realised.  The Plan sets out 39 actions 
and an implementation model which includes a number of integrated Government delivery 
mechanisms aimed at supporting an integrated system of policy and programme planning for 
our marine affairs. The Plan also sets out a series of early actions that form the basis of a 2012-
2014 Roadmap. 

The inter-departmental Marine Coordination Group meets on a monthly basis to oversee the 
implementation of the plan, bringing together representatives of departments with an involve-
ment in maritime/marine issues. The Group is chaired by myself as Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, and convened/hosted by the Department of the Taoiseach. 

The following Departments are represented;

-  Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

-  Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

-  Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources 

-  Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 

-  Department of Defence  

-  Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht 

-  Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation

-  Department of Public Expenditure & Reform 

-  Department of the Taoiseach 

The Attorney General’s Office and the CEO of the Marine Institute also participate. The 
group is augmented by a dedicated Maritime Affairs Attaché based in Brussels. 

Since the launch in July 2012 substantial progress has been made on implementing the 
‘early actions’ of Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth with key activities to date including:

-  setting up of a dedicated Bureau in my Department (DAFM) to coordinate and support 
the implementation of the Plan;
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-  Quarterly reporting of short-term/ongoing actions across all relevant departments and as-
sociated agencies. 

-  Setting up of two targeted Task Forces: 

-  Enabler’s Task Force on Maritime Spatial Planning. A number of meetings held to-
date, recommendations on a framework for MSP to be submitted to the Minister and the Marine 
Coordination Group Oct 2013; and

-  Development Task Force. Department/agency and industry nominees are currently being 
finalised and will be announced shortly.

In order to accurately reflect the diverse and significant progress in terms of implementing 
the integrated marine plan, I am arranging for the publication in the near future of a Status Re-
port on Implementing HOOW Early Ongoing Actions. It is anticipated currently that the status 
report will be published on the official ocean wealth website www.ouroceanwealth.ie.

11/06/2013WRTT01700Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRTT01800778. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been approved for the agri-environment options 
scheme 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27186/13]

11/06/2013WRTT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 30th November 2012.  

Under the selection criteria regarding farm size, only farms of 22.06 hectares or less were 
into admitted into the scheme.  During the pre approval validation checks on the application 
of the person named, it was found that the farm size was in excess of the 22.06 hectares which 
resulted in the application being unsuccessful.  On 27th   May 2013, a letter issued to the person 
named informing him of this and giving him the option of appeal to the Department.  To date, 
no appeal has been received by officials in my Department.

11/06/2013WRTT02000Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRTT02100779. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been approved for the agri-environment options 
scheme 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27187/13]

11/06/2013WRTT02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in 
my Department on 6th December 2012.  The application of the person named successfully 
completed the pre approval validation checks.  On 27th May 2013 a letter issued to the person 
named informing him that his application to join the AEOS Scheme was successful and notified 
him of his contract commencement date of 1st May 2013.

11/06/2013WRTT02300Single Payment Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRTT02400780. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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position regarding the single farm payment scheme 2013 application for consolidation of en-
titlements in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27189/13]

11/06/2013WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The persons 
named submitted a Consolidation application to my Department on the 29th May 2013.  The 
closing date for receipt of such applications was the 15th May 2013.

Officials from my Department have reviewed the circumstances surrounding this applica-
tion and are willing to accept the application at this late stage. An official from my Department 
made direct contact with the persons named and has clarified the position in this regard.

The application will be processed in due course and the persons named notified accordingly.

11/06/2013WRTT02600Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

11/06/2013WRTT02700781. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of persons in each county who have been successful 
in their application for the agri-environment option scheme 3; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27196/13]

11/06/2013WRTT02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The table sets 
out the number of persons in each County who have been approved in the Agri Environment 
Options Scheme III.

A total of 9,703 AEOS III applications were received by the closing date and have now been 
fully processed.  Based on the annual budget of €20 million and following the ranking and se-
lection process, a total of 6,000 applicants have been approved for participation in the scheme.

County Total
Carlow 25
Cavan 139
Clare 357
Cork 317
Donegal 1061
Dublin 5
Galway 1007
Kerry 619
Kildare 16
Kilkenny 31
Laois 26
Leitrim 279
Limerick 116
Longford 42
Louth 23
Mayo 997
Meath 32
Monaghan 68
Offaly 68
Roscommon 275
Sligo 220
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County Total
Tipperary 92
Waterford 54
Westmeath 58
Wexford 27
Wicklow 46
Grand Total 6000

11/06/2013WRTT02900Fodder Crisis

11/06/2013WRTT03000782. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider extending the funding available from his Department towards the cost of import-
ing fodder to private individuals who organised importation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27218/13]

11/06/2013WRTT03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The principal 
purpose of the fodder transport scheme that I announced in April was to contribute to the trans-
port costs of importing fodder into the country and to provide assistance to farmers to secure 
adequate fodder to feed their animals. The Scheme provided financial assistance to farmers for 
the purchase of fodder and was operated through the Dairy co-operatives. The scheme operated 
very successfully and has contributed significantly to alleviating the difficulties encountered by 
many farmers. The scheme is now closed but the ongoing availability of fodder is being moni-
tored by my Department.

11/06/2013WRTT03200Tax Code

11/06/2013WRTT03300783. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view 
of the targets set out in Harvest 2020, his plans for an initiative to tackle the issue of fragmented 
farm holdings particularly in dairy production areas; if he is contemplating a land exchange 
initiative to facilitate up-scaling of dairy farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27273/13]

11/06/2013WRTT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of 
Budget 2013 I announced a new initiative to facilitate the restructuring of farm holdings.  This 
initiative will take the form of a relief on Capital Gains Tax.  Relief will be available to farmers 
who undertake the sale and purchase of qualifying agricultural land(s). The relief will also be 
available for qualifying land exchange transactions. Qualifying transactions must occur within 
24 months of each other with the initial sale or purchase of qualifying land taking place in the 
period 1 January 2013 to 31 December, 2015.  Officials in my Department (in conjunction with 
Teagasc) are currently drafting guidelines for farmers in relation to this relief.

11/06/2013WRTT03500Animal Disease Controls

11/06/2013WRTT03600784. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite the availability of the Schmallenberg new virus vaccine, Bovilis SBV, to enable 
farmers to counteract the substantial sheep losses that have occurred in recent years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [27277/13]

11/06/2013WRTT03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Having re-
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cently received the requisite application from the sponsoring company concerned, my Depart-
ment issued an exceptional, interim, authorisation for a Schmallenberg virus vaccine for cattle 
and sheep on 7 June 2013.  An application for a full marketing authorisation for the product 
concerned, which, if approved, would replace the interim authorisation, is currently under ex-
amination in the framework of the EU Mutual Recognition regime. 

My Department has been advised that the Schmallenberg vaccine will be available for sup-
ply to registered veterinary practitioners and pharmacists in the week commencing 17 June 
2013 and should, therefore, be available for purchase, on prescription, shortly thereafter.

11/06/2013WRTT03800Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRTT03900785. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of agri-environment option scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26656/13]

11/06/2013WRTT04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 14th November 2012.  

The application of the person named successfully completed the pre approval validation 
checks.  On 27th May 2013 a letter issued to the person named informing her that her applica-
tion to join the AEOS Scheme was successful and notified her of her contract commencement 
date of 1st May 2013.

11/06/2013WRTT04100Harbour Fees

11/06/2013WRTT04200786. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline in tabular form the total moneys collected by his Department for the years 2007,  
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013 in rates and charges for each of Ireland’s 
fishery harbour centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26665/13]

11/06/2013WRTT04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): 2007 is the 
last year for which an audit of the Financial Statements of the Fishery Harbour Centres has been 
completed by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.  The table sets out the total 
monies collected for each of the Fishery Harbour Centres for that year.

Fishery Harbour Centre €
Castletownbere 368,521
An Daingean 198,076
Dunmore East 177,018
Howth 812,347
Killybegs 1,410,974
Ros an Mhíl 140,083
Total 3,107,019

The Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General is currently auditing accounts for sub-
sequent years.
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11/06/2013WRTT04400Natural Heritage Areas

11/06/2013WRTT04500787. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way he will increase protection of the 600 proposed Natural Heritage Areas here; if he is 
working on proposing areas of conservation in the marine especially in areas exposed to dam-
age from excessive fishing practices such as trawling; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [26671/13]

11/06/2013WRTT04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The designa-
tion of proposed Natural Heritage Areas is a matter for the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.  

The State’s efforts in recent times has focussed on meeting obligations arising under the 
Habitats and Birds Directives by designating an appropriate number of  Special Areas of Con-
servation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The State’s progress in this area has 
been the subject of adverse findings in the European Court of Justice and these designations 
must be addressed as a first priority. Once the designation process for these European sites is 
complete, attention will be given to the formal designation of proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

While the responsibility for designating proposed Natural Heritage Areas and conservation 
areas as part of the Natura 2000 network rests with the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht, my Department and its agencies continue to support and develop environmentally sustain-
able fisheries management measures both to protect the environment and the stocks concerned.  
Measures have already been adopted to manage dredge fisheries in Castlemaine Harbour, Kerry 
and Dundalk Bay and more are in development for a number of marine conservation sites.     

The designation of marine protected areas under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
is led by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  My Depart-
ment proactively participates in the development of the implementation framework for this 
Directive with the scientific services of the Marine Institute. 

I have been a strong advocate of sustainable, profitable and self reliant industry that protects 
and enhances the social and economic fabric of rural coastal communities dependent on the sea-
food sector, while balancing these objectives with the need to deliver sustainable fisheries for 
future generations.  I am happy to have recently secured the support of the European institutions 
for a reformed Common Fisheries Policy which will deliver added protection to existing con-
servation areas, while supporting the establishment of further biologically sensitive protected 
areas, to contribute to the conservation of living aquatic resources and marine eco-systems.  

11/06/2013WRTT04700Fodder Crisis

11/06/2013WRTT04800788. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline the actions taken by his Department to assist farmers in counties Longford and 
Westmeath who are experiencing severe fodder shortages; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26701/13]

11/06/2013WRTT04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
will be aware that on 24 April I established a €1 million transport fodder scheme in response 
to the difficulties faced by farmers arising out of the extraordinarily poor spring weather which 
resulted in severe fodder shortages across the country. The purpose of the Scheme was to con-
tribute to the transport costs of importing fodder into the country and to provide assistance to 
farmers unable to feed their animals. In light of the continued difficult circumstances and poor 
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weather during much of the month of May, the deadline for the Scheme was extended twice and 
funding doubled to €2 million. By the end of May, 2,778 loads of imported fodder, amounting 
to over 40,000 tonnes, have been delivered to farmers through co-ops and marts. 

The Animal Welfare helpline has received over 1,100 calls through the Early Warning Sys-
tem.

The vast majority of calls were adequately supported through fodder being made available 
under the transport subsidy scheme but 475 farmers, in need of more substantial support were 
aided with targeted emergency assistance directly by the Department.  To assist farmers under 
financial pressure, farm payments have been processed as quickly as possible. To date over 
29,300 of the remaining 30,200 REPS4 participants have been paid a total of €167 million in 
respect of the 2012 application period. Almost €36 million of this issued this year. In recent 
weeks, approximately €3.5 million worth of AEOS payments have also issued.

In addition, in co-operation with my colleague Mr. Phil Hogan TD, Minister for the Envi-
ronment, a temporary and targeted adjustment of the Nitrates Regulations were made to support 
additional fodder production on farms and maximise grass growth for later into the growing 
season. 

11/06/2013WRTT05000Animal Identification Scheme

11/06/2013WRTT05100789. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of submissions he has received to date on his public consultation on the Dog Micro-
chipping Initiative; if he will extend the date if a minimal number of submissions are received; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26755/13]

11/06/2013WRTT05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since my 
initial announcement on the Dog Microchipping Initiative several dozen submissions have been 
made in relation to this initiative, including from those parties which had previously indicated 
a keen interest in the area. While I am anxious to ensure an input from all interested parties, I 
do not currently believe that extending the deadline will make a significant difference to the 
consideration of my Department of the issue.

11/06/2013WRTT05300Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRTT05400790. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an appeal of disadvantaged area payment in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway whereby medical evidence was supplied in November 2011 
as a reason for not meeting stocking density; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26772/13]

11/06/2013WRTT05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the holdings of eligible applicants were required to have 
met a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of three consecu-
tive months. The applicant failed to meet these requirements and subsequently applied on the 
basis of force majeure for consideration.  The person named, having previously availed of Force 
Majeure provisions in 2010, was notified in 12 October 2011 that this application was unsuc-
cessful.  The person named has not had any stock on the holding since late 2009.
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11/06/2013WRUU00200Hare Coursing

11/06/2013WRUU00300791. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to statements made by vets as presented in the recent ICABS 
report, that during cold and wet weather, hares are subjected to health conditions such as pneu-
monia, pleurisy, peritonitis consistent with septicemia and bacterial infections which compro-
mise their chances of survival during hare coursing meetings; if, in view of this report, he will 
consider a ban on hare coursing during such adverse weather conditions to ensure that hares 
have a maximum chance of survival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26811/13]

11/06/2013WRUU00400802. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the statistics collected by ICABS of hare coursing deaths at 
coursing meetings monitored by the National Parks and Wildlife Service; if he has noted one 
ranger’s account at Liscannor coursing meeting that healthy hares are kept as substitutes in the 
event of hares becoming injured; if he considers the number of deaths, injuries and euthanasia 
as constituting a high number; if this contradicts the notion that hare coursing is a non-fatal 
activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27008/13]

11/06/2013WRUU00500809. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
intervene with the organisers of the hare coursing event in Murrintow in Wexford, last Decem-
ber, where sick and injured hares where released into the wild without veterinary intervention 
in contravention of the 1911 Protection of Animals Act. [27546/13]

11/06/2013WRUU00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 791, 802 and 809 together. 

Under the provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is 
chiefly a matter for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction 
of Bord na gCon, which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and de-
velopment of the greyhound industry, greyhound racing and coursing. The ICC has a system of 
regulation in place to underpin standards in coursing.

Under the terms of the Wildlife Acts, a licence is needed by the ICC, covering their affili-
ated coursing clubs, if they wish to capture or tag live hares. The Minister for Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht, under section 24 of the Wildlife Act 1976, has responsibility for the issue of 
an annual licence to the ICC and its affiliated clubs to capture live hares.  These licences cur-
rently have a total of 26 conditions attached to them.  Conditions of the licences cover a range of 
items, including provision of data on hare captures and releases, not coursing hares more than 
once per day, not coursing sick or injured hares, etc.

The ICC ensures that a veterinary surgeon and a control steward are present at all coursing 
meetings.  In addition to this, veterinary staff from my Department and rangers from the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service (part of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) 
carry out random monitoring inspections during the coursing season to verify compliance with 
the licences and the rules governing animal welfare.  

As a further control, a Monitoring Committee on Coursing was established during the 
1993/94 coursing season and is comprised of officials from my Department and representatives 
from both the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing 
is run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interest of animal both for hares and 
greyhounds alike.

A very high proportion (98.09%) of the hares captured for hare coursing were returned to 
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the wild at the end of the 2012/2013 season. 

The matters that you have brought to my attention will be considered at the next meeting of 
the  Monitoring Committee on Coursing.

11/06/2013WRUU00700Forestry Premium Payments

11/06/2013WRUU00800792. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a forestry premium payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26878/13]

11/06/2013WRUU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To ensure 
that his plantation is brought up to the standard required under the afforestation scheme, the ap-
plicant was instructed to carry out the remedial works outlined as necessary in the management 
plan that he submitted to the Forest Service. The applicant reported the works as completed on 
30 April 2013 and, on this basis, the plantation was referred to the Forest Service inspector for 
his report. The inspector will complete his inspection in the coming weeks, but no further pay-
ments will be made until the site is certified as up to Forest Service standard.

11/06/2013WRUU01000Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRUU01100793. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
consideration has been given in the Forestry Bill 2013 regarding the impact that trucks of more 
than 40 tonnes are having on regional and local roads in a particular county (details supplied) 
in considering that during the previous Forestry Act 1946 which this legislation is repealing, 
that the weight of trucks on roads more than half a century ago was significantly lower; if his 
attention has been drawn to the financial impact this is having on local authorities in view of 
their limited budgets for road repairs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26936/13]

11/06/2013WRUU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The impact 
of heavy vehicles on the road network is a matter for regulation by the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport under the Roads Act.  It is not appropriate to the Forestry Bill, 2013, which 
deals explicitly with issues relating to forestry.  

11/06/2013WRUU01300Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

11/06/2013WRUU01400794. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
special cases will be made in the ongoing Common Agricultural Policy negotiations for small 
islands situated in EU member states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26958/13]

11/06/2013WRUU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
mission proposals for CAP reform do not make special provisions for small islands situated in 
the EU.  In the course of negotiations to agree a general approach of the Council a small number 
of Member States made a case for special treatment for small islands in relation to various as-
pects of the reform, notably in regard to rural development measures.  However this was firmly 
resisted by the EU Commission and the majority of Member States. 

11/06/2013WRUU01600Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility
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11/06/2013WRUU01700795. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that a substantial number of applicants were refused grants 
under the 2012 disadvantaged areas scheme due to the fact that stocking requirements changed 
during that period and many of those refused were not aware of the new regulations; his views 
on whether they should receive a derogation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27001/13]

11/06/2013WRUU01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It will be re-
called that, arising from the 2012 budgetary process, savings needed to be found in my Depart-
ment’s expenditure. Accordingly, it was necessary to adjust the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. 
However, rather than simply apply an across the board cut to the rates payable or reduce the 
maximum payable area, I decided that real efforts should be made to focus the Scheme on those 
farmers who are most actively contributing to achieving the aims of the Scheme, namely:

-  ensuring continued agricultural land use, thereby contributing to the maintenance of viable 
rural communities;
-  maintaining the countryside; and 
-  maintaining and promoting sustainable farming systems, which take account of environmen-
tal protection measures.

  At the same time, I was also determined that those adversely affected by the 2012 changes 
should be afforded the opportunity to appeal, where they could show legitimate reasons for their 
inability to meet the new requirements. In total, my Department wrote to in excess of 10,000 
beneficiaries under the 2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme whose holdings had not achieved 
the minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, as required under the 
Terms and Conditions of the 2012 Scheme. These appeals have largely been processed, with the 
residue of cases expected to be finalised in the coming weeks.  

It will be seen, therefore, that those adversely affected by the changes to the 2012 Scheme 
Terms and Conditions were afforded reasonable access to an appeal process; where initial dero-
gation appeals were unsuccessful, the farmers concerned were advised of the right of appeal to 
the independently-chaired DAS Appeals Committee, with recourse ultimately to the Office of 
the Ombudsman.

11/06/2013WRUU01900Aquaculture Licences Applications

11/06/2013WRUU02000796. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will update Dáil Éireann on the proposal to develop deep sea fish farms, prospective sites for 
which have been approved by the Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26986/13]

11/06/2013WRUU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation 
of finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  The application and its accompanying Environmental 
Impact Statement is currently being considered in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act. 

My Department has also issued a Site Investigation Licence to BIM in respect of potential 
sites off the Mayo coast.

I also understand that BIM is currently engaged in preliminary work with a view to a pos-
sible application to my Department for a Site Investigation Licence for an area off the coast of 
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Donegal.

11/06/2013WRUU02200Harbours and Piers Expenditure

11/06/2013WRUU02300797. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
plans he has to establish a small craft harbour in Killybegs, County Donegal; the total amount of 
funding allocated by his Department to the project; the estimated schedule for completion of the 
project; the size of the proposed harbour; the estimated number of crafts that will be facilitated 
in the harbour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27023/13]

11/06/2013WRUU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Killybegs 
Fishery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres, which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department.

I am aware of the many potential benefits of a small craft facility at this location, includ-
ing the spinoff for the local economy, and I have allocated funding of €20,000 under the 2013 
Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme to advance this project. 
I have asked my Department officials to set out a design and strategy to build the Small Craft 
Harbour in stages to meet demand while remaining cognisant of the current funding constraints 
while delivering the first phase at the earliest opportunity.

11/06/2013WRUU02500Aquaculture Development

11/06/2013WRUU02600798. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department has considered the strategic guidelines as recently presented by the European 
Commission with respect to challenges facing the aquaculture sector; his views on these strate-
gic guidelines; the impact of these guidelines in resolving the current delays by the Department 
in processing aquaculture licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27024/13]

11/06/2013WRUU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The docu-
ment referred to by the Deputy is under active consideration by my Department at present.

In relation to the delays in processing aquaculture licences, in 2007 the European Court of 
Justice (ECJ) declared in Case C418/04 that by failing to take all measures necessary to comply 
with Article 6.3 of the EU Habitats Directive in respect of the authorisation of aquaculture pro-
grammes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under that Directive.  As most aquaculture 
activity takes place in ‘Natura 2000’ areas it is necessary to undertake an ‘Appropriate Assess-
ment’ of the effects of aquaculture activity on these areas before any new licences can be issued 
or any existing licences can be renewed.

In the negotiations to address the ECJ judgement a process was agreed with the European 
Commission.  This process includes the following steps:

- Data Collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries

-  Detailed analysis of the raw data collected

-  Setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
in respect of each site

-  Carrying out Appropriate Assessments (AA) - by the Marine Institute - of aquaculture/
fishery activities against the detailed Conservation Objectives set, and
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-  Determination of Licences/Fisheries on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other 
relevant factors

Conservation Objectives have now been set for a significant number of bays.  The appropri-
ate assessments are being carried out by the Marine Institute on behalf of the Department and 
to date four bays have been assessed - Castlemaine, Dundalk, Roaringwater and Lough Swilly.  
Licence determinations have been made in the case of Castlemaine. 

My Department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of aquaculture 
licence applications having regard to the legal, scientific and technical complexities involved.

11/06/2013WRUU02800Aquaculture Development

11/06/2013WRUU02900799. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
current rate of growth of the Irish Aquaculture sector; the current value of Irish aquaculture 
production; the percentage of EU seafood consumption which comes from Irish aquaculture; 
the percentage of Irish seafood consumption which comes from Irish aquaculture; the supports 
in place by his Department to further develop the Irish aquaculture sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27025/13]

11/06/2013WRUU03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am in-
formed by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) that there are no official statistics addressing some of 
the questions raised by the Deputy.  BIM estimate that the value of aquaculture output rose by 
approximately 30% between 2003 and 2012 to €133 million.  BIM also estimate that approxi-
mately 0.4% of EU seafood consumption may have been supplied by Irish aquaculture in 2007 
(most recent year for which data is available), while the figure for the domestic market may be 
in the region of 8%.  Ireland exports approximately 80% of its aquaculture output.

A suite of support programmes are made available through BIM and Údarás na Gaeltachta 
for the development of the aquaculture sector.  Grants of up to 40%, co-funded by the Euro-
pean Fisheries Fund, are available for capital investment under the Commercial Aquaculture 
Development Scheme.  Some €2.5 million is available for this Scheme in 2013. BIM provides 
ongoing technical, business and specialist advice to aquaculture operators to assist their devel-
opment.

11/06/2013WRUU03100Fishing Industry Development

11/06/2013WRUU03200800. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount of funding invested by Bord Iascaigh Mhara in Killybegs, County Donegal, in 
each of the past five years for the purposes of job creation; the mechanisms in place to ensure 
compliance with any conditions upon which the funding was contingent; the total number of 
jobs created by the investments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27026/13]

11/06/2013WRUU03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): BIM is an in-
dependent statutory body, and the Deputy has requested details concerning specific operational 
matters. 

I have referred the Deputy’s question to BIM and asked them to provide information on 
these matters directly to the Deputy.
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11/06/2013WRUU03400Farm Inspections

11/06/2013WRUU03500801. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form by county and by month the number of unannounced farm 
inspections that have taken place since 1 January 2013. [27079/13]

11/06/2013WRUU03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My De-
partment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas’ 
Scheme is required to carry out an annual round of inspections covering both the eligibility of 
the land declared to draw down payments and also cross compliance aspects, to ensure compli-
ance with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of public, animal and plant health, environ-
ment and animal welfare.  These inspections are mandatory and there are certain minimum 
numbers and types of inspections that must take place annually. In addition, my Department 
undertakes Nitrates inspections under the Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) regulations on be-
half of the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government on an inter-Agency 
agreement.

Insofar as notice of farm inspections under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas 
Schemes is concerned, in general, all inspections should be unannounced. However, the regu-
lations allow my Department to give up to 14 days notice for land eligibility and cross-com-
pliance inspections involving Statutory Management Requirements (SMRs) other than those 
related to animal identification and registration, food, feed, and animal welfare. For checks 
involving cattle/sheep identification and registration, the maximum advance notice is 48 hours. 
For SMRs dealing with feed, food and animal welfare, no advance notice may be given and 
these inspections must take place on an un-announced basis. Where it is considered that the 
purpose of any type of inspection may be jeopardized by giving notice, the inspection will take 
place on an un-announced basis.    

As a general rule and following requests from the farming organisations, my Department 
tries to integrate inspections, including all of the cross-compliance inspection elements, with 
a view to minimising the number of farm visits and avoiding more than one visit to the farm. 
However, this obviously has implications for the ability to give notice; however, in a given case, 
a farmer who is subject to an unannounced, combined inspection, can request that the part for 
which advance notice is possible be postponed (in the case of animal identification for up to 48 
hours and up to 14 days in the case of land eligibility) - of necessity, however, this will require 
the inspector to go on to the farm again.      

The following table provides a breakdown, by county and by month, of the number of un-
announced inspections under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas Schemes and the 
Nitrates (GAP) inspections in the period January to May 2013. These 39 inspections equate to 
0.95% of the overall total of 4,104 inspections undertaken in this period.

County Jan Feb Mar Apr May
Carlow 0 0 0 0 0
Cavan 0 0 0 0 0
Clare 0 0 0 0 1
Cork 0 0 0 0 1
Donegal 5 1 2 0 0
Dublin 0 0 0 0 0
Galway 0 0 0 0 0
Kerry 0 0 0 0 0
Kildare 1 0 4 0 0
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County Jan Feb Mar Apr May
Kilkenny 0 0 1 0 0
Laois 0 0 0 0 0
Leitrim 0 0 0 0 0
Limerick 0 1 0 1 0
Longford 0 0 0 0 0
Louth 0 0 0 0 0
Mayo 3 2 0 0 1
Meath 0 0 0 0 1
Monaghan 0 0 0 0 0
Offaly 0 0 0 0 0
Roscommon 0 0 2 3 1
Sligo 0 0 0 0 0
Tipperary 0 0 4 2 1
Waterford 0 0 0 0 0
Westmeath 0 0 0 0 0
Wexford 0 0 0 0 0
Wicklow 0 1 0 0 0
Total 9 5 13 6 6

The number of unannounced inspections in relation to other Departmental schemes that 
include on farm investments schemes, feed hygiene schemes and rural environmental protec-
tion scheme (REPS 4) can be found in the table below.  It should be noted that there were no 
unannounced inspection in relation to the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) for this 
time period and that my Department suspended routine feed hygiene farm inspections for the 6 
week period 25/04/13 to 13/05/13 due to the fodder crisis.

County January February March April May
Carlow 2 1
Cavan 1 9
Clare 1
Cork 3 36
Donegal 2 6
Dublin 6 1
Galway 1 7 18
Kerry 5
Kildare 11 2
Kilkenny 1 19 19
Laois 12
Leitrim 1
Limerick 5 1
Longford 7 
Louth 2 1
Mayo 4 17
Meath 3
Monaghan 2
Offaly 2
Roscommon 1 6 5
Sligo 5 1
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County January February March April May
Tipperary 2 1 6
Waterford 1 12
Westmeath 2 2
Wexford 1 2 5
Wicklow 2
TOTAL 0 14 11 146 91

    Question No. 802 answered with Question No. 791.

11/06/2013WRUU03800Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRUU03900803. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry following their successful appeal; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27417/13]

11/06/2013WRUU04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.

The applicant subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee. My Department has recently been advised of the successful outcome 
of this appeal and the person concerned notified accordingly, in writing. Processing of the ap-
plication has also since been finalised with payment issuing directly into the nominated bank 
account on 5 June 2013.

11/06/2013WRUU04100EU Directives

11/06/2013WRUU04200804. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
work his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through 
a potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory Instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27467/13]

11/06/2013WRUU04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing is the position regarding upcoming legislation in relation to EU Directives, for which my 
Department has responsibility, which are due to be transposed by end 2013:  

Directive title/number Transposition Deadline Current position
Directive 2012/12/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
19 April 2012 amending Council Directive 2001/112/EC relating to fruit 
juices and certain similar products intended for human consumption

28/10/2013 SI being drafted. 

Commission Directive 2012/24/EU of 8 October 2012 amending, for the 
purpose of adapting its technical provisions, Council Directive 86/297/
EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the 
power take-offs of tractors and their protection

01/11/2013 SI being drafted.

Commission Implementing Directive 2012/37/EU of 22 November 2012 
amending certain Annexes of Council Directives 66/401/EEC and 66/402/
EEC as regards the conditions to be satisfied by the seed of Galega 
orientalis Lam., the maximum weight of a seed lot of certain fodder plant 
species and the sample size of Sorghum spp.

31/12/2013 This directive 
requires 2 SI’s 
which are being 
drafted. 
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11/06/2013WRUU04400Dairy Hygiene Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRUU04500805. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a provision, or if one can be made under the dairy hygiene grant to allow for emergency 
works for milk cooling systems to be done retrospectively for small works such as compressors 
and milk bulk tanks due to the nature of the process and the time constraints on farmers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27518/13]

11/06/2013WRUU04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Only work 
which is commenced after the date of issue of approval by my Department is eligible for grant-
aid under the TAMS Dairy Equipment Scheme.  I have no plans at present to amend this provi-
sion, which is common to all my Department’s on-farm investment schemes. 

11/06/2013WRVV00150Departmental Properties

11/06/2013WRVV00200806. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will support a proposal on vacant properties at Howth Harbour (details supplied) County 
Dublin. [27534/13]

11/06/2013WRVV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Plans are 
well advanced to advertise, by public competitive tender, leaseholds on a small number of 
properties that are currently vacant in the Department’s Fishery Harbour Centres. Proposals for 
such properties can only be considered by way of response to the forthcoming public competi-
tive tender processes.

11/06/2013WRVV00350Beef Technology Adoption Programme

11/06/2013WRVV00400807. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their BTAP payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27544/13]

11/06/2013WRVV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of satisfactory participation by the person named in the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption 
Programme is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account.

11/06/2013WRVV00550Beef Technology Adoption Programme

11/06/2013WRVV00600808. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their BTAP payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27545/13]

11/06/2013WRVV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of satisfactory participation by the person named in the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption 
Programme is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account.

Question No. 809 answered with Question No. 791.

11/06/2013WRVV00850Food Harvest 2020 Strategy
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11/06/2013WRVV00900810. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide an update on the Food Harvest 2020 targets, particularly in relation to export 
growth and dairy quotas; if the targets are on track to be met; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27551/13]

11/06/2013WRVV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am confi-
dent that the industry developed targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 are achievable and can be 
met.

The main targets in the Food Harvest report are by 2020 to increase the value of Agriculture, 
food (including seafood) and drink exports by 42%; primary output in the agriculture, fisheries 
and forestry sector by 33% and value added production by 40%.  In addition, a 50% increase in 
milk production and 78% increase in the volume of aquaculture production is envisaged.

Progress on these targets and the 215 recommendations in the Food Harvest report are 
monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis by the Food Harvest High Level Implementation 
Committee (HLIC). The HLIC, which I chair, consists of the senior officials of all state agen-
cies involved in the agriculture, food and fisheries sector.  Their 2nd report “Milestones for 
Success 2012, published last July, provides a detailed account of progress achieved to date on 
all the recommendations in FH2020 (link following).  

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/foodharvest2020/Report-
2012Milestonesforsucces021112.pdf. 

In relation to your specific query on export growth, I am pleased to have noted that by end 
2012, the value of exports had increased by 12%, (2020 target 42%). With reference to your 
query on dairy quotas you will be aware; the volume of milk production is currently constrained 
by EU quotas.  Significant volume increase will not take place until the EU milk quotas are 
abolished in 2015.  In the meantime, steps are being taken at primary and commercial level, 
through initiatives such as the dairy efficiency programme, capital investment in processing 
equipment, marketing and trade promotions, to ensure that the industry can capitalise on this 
valuable opportunity. 

11/06/2013WRVV01050Single Payment Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRVV01100811. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the remainder of a single farm payment will be paid to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27569/13]

11/06/2013WRVV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Having now 
verified the eligibility for payment under the Single Payment Scheme of a number of parcels 
under forestry declared on the 2012 application, a supplementary payment will issue shortly to 
the nominated bank of person named.

11/06/2013WRVV01250Irish Land Commission

11/06/2013WRVV01300812. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the fee simple of the pier on the river at Ashford Castle was sold when Ashford Castle, County 
Mayo and the rest of the property around the Castle, were transferred from a long lease to a 
transfer to fee simple, some time, in the 1990s; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27590/13]
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11/06/2013WRVV01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The records 
of the former Irish Land Commission (ILC) are being examined by my Department to ascertain 
if the information sought is available.  It would be helpful if the Deputy could supply a map 
identifying the pier in question as various properties in the Ashford Castle area were taken up 
by the former ILC on several different Estates. My Department will respond directly to the 
Deputy once the location of the pier has been identified and the matter researched.

11/06/2013WRVV01450EU Directives

11/06/2013WRVV01500813. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the appropriate assessment for Galway Bay, which will provide a status report on the current 
fishery, identify potential impacts of current fishing and aquaculture activity in Galway Bay 
and identify the necessary conservation measures required to ensure sustainable management 
of the fishery into the future, will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27592/13]

11/06/2013WRVV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Galway Bay 
is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive and a 
Special Protection Area (SPA) under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).

The European Court of Justice declared in case C418/04 that, by failing to take all the mea-
sures necessary to comply with Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 (Habitats Directive) in respect 
of authorisation of aquaculture programmes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under 
that Directive.  

In the negotiations to address the judgment a process was agreed with the European Com-
mission which would lead to full compliance by Ireland with the relevant EU Directives.  This 
process includes the following steps: a detailed data collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries; detailed 
analysis of raw data collected; setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) in respect of each site; carrying out Appropriate Assessments of each 
licence application/fishery plan against the detailed Conservation Objectives set; and deter-
mination of Licences/Fisheries on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other relevant 
factors.

My Department has been working closely with the Marine Institute, BIM, and NPWS to 
achieve full compliance through a multi-annual work programme.

Conservation Objectives have been set for Galway Bay complex SAC and Inner Galway 
Bay SPA.  The next step in the process is the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment by the 
Marine Institute.  This process has commenced and is being progressed taking account of the 
need to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources on a flexible basis across the full range 
of bays.

Every effort is being made to conclude the process having regard to all the complexities 
involved.

11/06/2013WRVV01650Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

11/06/2013WRVV01700814. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made on an appeal of a penalty on a REP scheme payment in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[27596/13]

11/06/2013WRVV01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first five years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require administrative checks on all applications to be completed 
before any payments can issue. During the course of an on farm inspection on 28th   July 2011, 
areas which were in non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme were noted 
and a penalty was applied in relation to non-compliance associated with the Conservation/
Management practices pertaining to archaeological monuments in the agri-environmental plan 
of the person named. 

I am advised by my Department Inspectorate that the total penalty originally imposed has 
been reduced by my Department Inspectorate based on the appeal submitted.  On 8 May, 2013 
the person named was informed in writing of my Department’s decision regarding his appeal. 

11/06/2013WRVV01850Rural Development Programme Projects

11/06/2013WRVV01900815. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his future plans for any new REP schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27597/13]

11/06/2013WRVV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland has 
had a very successful record in the operation of agri-environment schemes since 1994, when 
the Rural Environmental Protection Scheme commenced, and continuing with its successor the 
Agri-Environment Options Schemes to the present day.  I expect that this will continue.  The 
shape and content of any such scheme will be determined in the context of the introduction of 
the EU regulatory framework governing the next Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. 

11/06/2013WRVV02050Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRVV02100816. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an agri environment option scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27604/13]

11/06/2013WRVV02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28th   November 2012.  

During the pre approval validation checks on the application, it was found that person 
named had not selected actions which fulfilled the eligibility requirements under the Terms and 
Conditions of the scheme.  As a result of this the application was unsuccessful.  On 10th June 
2013, a letter issued to the person named informing him of this and giving him the option of 
appeal to the Department.  

11/06/2013WRVV02250Animal Identification Scheme

11/06/2013WRVV02300817. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine if his attention has been drawn to the increase in the theft of cattle in the north Monaghan 
area that appears to be linked to cross border criminality; his views on the effectiveness of the 
Cattle Movement Monitoring System in view of the dangers of stolen livestock entering the 
food chain; if he is satisfied that there is appropriate cross border cooperation to deal with cattle 
theft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27624/13]

11/06/2013WRVV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Any incident 
involving stolen cattle should be reported to the Garda Siochana in the first instance as the Gar-
dai have primary responsibility for investigating such matters. Stolen cattle cannot be traded le-
gally in the State as all bovines must bear official ear tags, be properly registered and be located 
on this Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database in the herd of the 
individual moving or selling the bovine. When cattle are reported as stolen to my Department 
they are marked on the AIM database as being stolen on foot of a Garda report. If these animals 
are presented anywhere in the State for sale, slaughter or export they are checked against the 
database and will be rejected at these outlets and an investigation initiated.

Where necessary this Department through the Special Investigation Unit (SIU), may assist 
the Gardai with their investigations into cases of stolen animals and this could involve liaison 
with cross border colleagues. In this regard a cross border liaison Group comprising the rel-
evant investigation bodies, including the SIU, is currently assessing the theft of animals on an 
all Ireland basis.

11/06/2013WRVV02450Food and Agriculture Organisation

11/06/2013WRVV02500818. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine re-
garding Ireland’s position at the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations based 
in Rome, Italy, if Ireland’s position as a full member of the FAO is ever different to that of the 
European Union, which is also a full member of the FAO, bearing in mind the fact that Ire-
land is a member State of the EU; the steps that will be taken within the FAO if the position 
of Ireland and the EU ever differs; if Ireland, as current Chair of the Council Working Group 
in Brussels where the EU develops common positions, is ever used for resolving differential 
opinions between member states and the EU; if position alignment is ever discussed at the FAO 
Council and the FAO Legal Committee between member states and the EU, of which Ireland is 
a member of both; his views on whether both a member state of the EU such as Ireland and the 
EU itself, both being full members of the FAO is beneficial; his views on whether both member 
states and the EU itself being members of the FAO could be a model to be replicated by the EU 
at the United Nations in New York for the the General Assembly where they do not enjoy full 
status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27632/13]

11/06/2013WRVV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland, like 
all other EU Member States , is a full member of the FAO.  Each Member State has its own 
individual relationship with FAO and with other Member Countries of that organization.  Ire-
land provides bilateral aid to the FAO, as it does to the World Food Programme (WFP), another 
Rome-based organization of the UN. 

Since the accession of the EU to the FAO in 1991, Member States have cooperated with EU 
officials at various FAO fora.  There is a coordination group for EU Member States within the 
European Council structures.  This allows the Member States to hear the Commission perspec-
tive and to incorporate it into their dealings with the FAO.  The EU also prepares statements 
on behalf of all Member States in areas where the EU has specific competency (for example on 
agricultural or fisheries trade matters).  However, just as in Brussels, Member States still have 
autonomy as sovereign states and the EU Council still prepares a common position through 
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discussion at Member State level.

As in all other matters, therefore, Ireland co-operates with its fellow EU Member States and 
with the EU Commission to ensure that Ireland’s interests are properly represented both within 
the EU and at UN level.  Currently, Ireland holds the rotating Presidency of the EU Council.  
This means that Ireland prepares the common position of all Member States and presents this 
position in Rome.  Ireland has been very active in seeking consensus on several issues, includ-
ing giving greater visibility to the need for adequate nutrition and the need for a greater strategic 
focus for the work of the FAO.  This involves a great deal of negotiating, not just within the EU 
but at a global level.  Ireland also has its own interests to defend in terms of how Irish contribu-
tions are spent.  We also participate in a range of technical meetings in relation to animal health, 
plant health and food security.  

The FAO is the largest specialised agency of the UN and plays a crucial role in global ag-
ricultural policy, international standardization and in the fight against climate change.  Ireland 
has a proud record in this organization and continues to contribute to global policy via this 
forum.  Other UN organizations have their own mechanisms and are the responsibility of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.  

11/06/2013WRVV02650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRVV02700819. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
agri-environment option scheme payments will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Mayo; the amount of the penalty imposed on them; the reason for the penalties; if 
this was reviewed after the inspection in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27648/13]

11/06/2013WRVV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st November 2010 and full payment totalling €652.08 issued in respect of 2010. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected 
for a Cross Compliance Inspection which resulted in a penalty of 3% being imposed.

This application was also selected for on farm Inspections which took place on 5th De-
cember 2011 and 4th April 2012.  During these inspections non-compliances were identified in 
relation to the Species Rich Grassland action which resulted in a further penalty being imposed.  
A letter issued to the person named on the 4th April 2012 informing him of these non compli-
ances and set out his appeal option.  An appeal was received by my Department and following 
a review of the file, the decision was made to disallow the appeal.  On 10th June 2013 a letter 
issued to the person named informing him of this and giving him the option of appeal to the 
Agriculture Appeals Office.

Question No. 820 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRVV02950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRVV03000821. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a single payment and disadvantaged area payment for 2012 will issue in respect of a person 
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(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27657/13]

11/06/2013WRVV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
case was impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and was refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Ap-
peals Committee; that appeal was unsuccessful. The appellant was notified accordingly by letter 
dated 14 March 2013. 

As advised in that letter, it is now open to the person named to pursue the matter with the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

With regard to the outstanding inheritance issues, My Department has written to the repre-
sentatives of the person named on two occasions, requesting the usual testamentary documents 
and bank account details, and also outlining procedures for the transfer of schemes in which the 
person named was involved.  My Department awaits further instruction on the matter. 

The representatives of the person named should continue to communicate with the Inheri-
tance Enquiry Unit so as to progress all outstanding issues. 

Contact details are as follows: 

Inheritance Enquiry Unit

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Eircom Building

Knockmay Road

Portlaoise 

Payments cannot be released to the estate until the outstanding documents and bank account 
details are provided to my department. 

11/06/2013WRWW00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRWW00200822. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the agri-environment options scheme will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; the reason for the delay in the payment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27658/13]

11/06/2013WRWW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,319.00 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected 
for a ground inspection which took place on 22nd October 2012.  During this inspection, areas 
of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the 
Tree Planting - Standard action which resulted in this action being ineligible for payment and 
furthermore a penalty of 10% will be imposed.  On 9th   February 2013, a letter issued to the 
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person named informing him of this and outlining his appeal option.  To date, there is no record 
of an appeal having been received by officials in my Department.  The application is being fi-
nalised on the basis of the inspection findings and payment will issue shortly. 

11/06/2013WRWW00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRWW00400823. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
a person (details supplied) in County Clare has not been facilitated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27663/13]

11/06/2013WRWW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
case was impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and was refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals 
Committee; that appeal was unsuccessful. The appellant was notified accordingly by letter dated 
9 January 2013 and advised of his right to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

However, in light of the particular circumstances referred to, I have arranged for my De-
partment to make further direct contact with the person named so that the matter can be further 
examined. 

11/06/2013WRWW00550Beekeeping Industry

11/06/2013WRWW00600824. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view 
of the importance of bees for pollination and food production, his views on the effect of pesti-
cides on the bee population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27697/13]

11/06/2013WRWW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bees play an 
essential role worldwide by pollinating many of our commercial food crops. They also main-
tain biodiversity in the wild by pollinating wild plants which then provide shelter and food for 
a wide range of insects and animals. There are over 100 native species of bees in Ireland and 
the Department of the Environment has valued their pollination services as being worth an es-
timated €85m per annum to the Irish economy.

Bee health is an exceedingly complicated issue affected by many factors. Such factors in-
clude climate, hive management, disease, bee pests, environment (biodiversity, CO2, pollution 
etc.), weather events, genetics and pesticides. Regarding the importance, or not, of pesticides 
in relation to bee health, it is important to note that significant bee health issues are also being 
experienced in areas where there is little or no pesticide use. There are also instances where well 
managed apiaries, in areas of intensive agricultural production, experience little change in the 
general health of their hives.  

The widespread presence of the Varroa mite, together with the associated viruses it spreads, 
and difficult weather conditions for beekeeping over recent summers are seen by many as the 
main causes of colony mortality among Irish bees in recent years.   

Notwithstanding this, my Department is very aware of the potential risks which can result 
from the use of pesticides and so risk mitigation measures are often introduced when approving 
pesticides for use under Irish conditions. To that end, part of the farm inspection programme is 
devoted to checking proper pesticide use. Furthermore, my Department is currently introducing 
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registration and training requirements for sprayer operators and a programme of testing of all 
pesticide application equipment. Additionally, it will be a legal requirement from 1st   January 
2014 for farmers in Ireland to apply the principles of Integrated Pest Management.  

11/06/2013WRWW00750Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

11/06/2013WRWW00800825. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 415 of 5 March, the reason payment was not made to a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo when all information was posted to his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27727/13]

11/06/2013WRWW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the inter-
vening period since my response to the Deputy’s Question of 5 March 2013, a review of this 
case has been carried out.  This confirms that payment cannot be made in respect of the 2011 
born animals, because of failure to meet the time limits for submission of data.  However, the 
applicant was notified on 6 June 2013 that data can be accepted in respect of the animals born 
during 2012 and payment in respect of 11 of these will issue in the near future (including pay-
ment in respect of 1 animal of a set of twins); my Department is also in the process of contacting 
the applicant in regard to outstanding information in respect of 1 other animal.  

Applicants have the right to appeal negative decisions to the independent Agriculture Ap-
peals Office.

11/06/2013WRWW00950Aquaculture Licences Applications

11/06/2013WRWW01000826. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
Marine Institute has carried out an independent review of the BIM Environmental Impact Study 
of the proposed fish farm for Galway Bay; the name of the scientist or scientists involved; if 
the review will be published; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27728/13]

11/06/2013WRWW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application to my Department for an Aquaculture and a 
Foreshore Licence for the cultivation of Finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  The application 
and its accompanying Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently being considered in 
accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore 
Act as amended.  

All matters associated with the application and the EIS are currently being given very care-
ful consideration by my Department in conjunction with its scientific and technical advisors.  

As the application is under active consideration as part of a statutory process it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment further.

11/06/2013WRWW01150North-South Ministerial Council

11/06/2013WRWW01200827. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
he last met his counterpart from Northern Ireland, the Minister for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment, Michelle O’Neill MLA at the North South Ministerial Council in Armagh; if he will 
provide a detailed breakdown of the items discussed on the agenda; when he will be meeting 
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them at the next North South Ministerial Council; if he will detail some of the agenda items 
he will be bringing to the Minister’s attention; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27792/13]

11/06/2013WRWW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The last 
North South Ministerial Council Agriculture sectoral meeting was held on 31 October 2012 in 
Armagh.  Minister Phil Hogan and I met with Michelle O’ Neill MLA, Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development and Jonathan Bell MLA, Junior Minister, Office of the First Minister 
and Deputy First Minister.

We discussed the most recent developments and the next steps in regard to the negotiations 
on CAP reform.  We also discussed co-operation on animal health including agreeing a Memo 
of Understanding in relation to protecting the island of Ireland from exotic animal disease incur-
sion.  We also received an update on the delivery of the All-Island Animal Health and Welfare 
Strategy Action Plan.  The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
Phil Hogan TD discussed issues relating to rural development.

The next meeting is scheduled for 10 July in Armagh.  The agenda will cover developments 
on the issues discussed in October and will include matters relating to plant health. Other topi-
cal issues including CAP and CFP will be addressed on the day. 

11/06/2013WRWW01350Forestry Premium Payments

11/06/2013WRWW01400828. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has yet to receive their forestry premium 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27801/13]

11/06/2013WRWW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applicant 
has two forestry contracts, CN42664 and CN42446.

Remedial works are outstanding on contract number CN42664.  A letter requesting the re-
quired works was issued August 2011 but no confirmation that the works were completed has 
been received from the applicant to date. The 2nd instalment of the applicant’s forest establish-
ment grant cannot be paid until these works have been completed and the plantation has brought 
up to the standard required under the scheme. As six annual premiums have been paid (up to 
2012), no more premiums can be processed until the 2nd Instalment grant has been approved 
and paid.  The applicant is advised to contact his forestry company regarding this matter.

With regard to CN42446, all payments due to date have been paid in respect of this contract.

11/06/2013WRWW01550Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

11/06/2013WRWW01600829. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27808/13]

11/06/2013WRWW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to the 
Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be consid-
ered for sale, NewERA, Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and this De-
partment examined the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s 
forest assets. This examination included the identification of the forestry assets involved, the 
determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the 
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proposed sale of the harvesting rights. These included, inter alia, the possible impact on the 
timber industry, public access to recreational land and potential impacts, both environmental 
and social.

The overall analysis on the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights has been finalised, 
the outcome of which is currently being considered by the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform and myself.  It will be brought to Government in due course for consideration. 

11/06/2013WRWW01750Harbours and Piers Maintenance

11/06/2013WRWW01800830. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it 
has been brought to his attention that a sand bank has built up at the entrance to Mullaghmore 
Harbour, County Sligo, creating a hazard for boat users; if he has received an application from 
Sligo County Council for grant assistance to implement a scheme to remove the sand bank; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27827/13]

11/06/2013WRWW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Mullaghmore 
Harbour is owned by Sligo County Council and responsibility for its repair and maintenance 
rests with the Local Authority in the first instance.

My Department provides funding for the development and repair of Local Authority owned 
harbours, piers and slipways as part of the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme.  

On the 18th December 2012, all coastal Local Authorities were requested to submit, in order 
of priority, a list of projects for consideration for funding under the 2013 Fishery Harbour and 
Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.  

My Department received an application from Sligo County Council for funding for a total 
of 5 projects, of which Mullaghmore Bay and Harbour area was identified as the 5th project 
in order of priority.  However, the application for Mullaghmore Bay and Harbour did not meet 
with the qualifying criteria and accordingly was not included in the projects approved under the 
2013 programme.

Any application submitted by Sligo County Council under the Capital Programme in future 
years will be given consideration in the context of available Exchequer funding and overall 
national priorities.

11/06/2013WRWW01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/06/2013WRWW02000831. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for 
agri-environment option scheme 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27884/13]

11/06/2013WRWW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no record of an application having been received or participation in the Agri Environ-
ment Options Scheme having been approved for the person named on the basis of the details, 
including herd number, provided.

11/06/2013WRWW02150Fish Landings
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11/06/2013WRWW02200832. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Castletownbere harbour, County Cork, will be included as a designated port as set out in the 
NEAFC scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27935/13]

11/06/2013WRWW02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Castletown-
bere is designated for the landing of pelagic fish and species subject to a multi-annual plan 
in accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009. In addition Monkfish may also 
be landed at this port as set out in S.I. No. 55/2013 - Monkfish (Control of Landings) (No. 2) 
Regulations 2013.

In 2012, at the request of the industry, I added Castletownbere to the list of Irish ports at 
which third country landings can be processed and this is aimed to facilitate an increase in land-
ings of Blue Whiting into Ireland by the Norwegian fleet. This is contained in S.I 367 of 2012 
Sea-Fisheries (Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing) (Amendment) Regulations 2012.

The North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) is the Regional Fisheries Man-
agement Organisation (RFMO) for the North East Atlantic. The area covered by the NEAFC 
Convention stretches from the southern tip of Greenland, east to the Barents Sea, and south to 
Portugal. The European Union is a contracting party to the Commission, as are Denmark, Ice-
land, Norway, Russian Federation. 

Article 21 of the NEAFC Convention provides for the designation of ports by contracting 
parties for landings of fish caught in NEAFC areas. Currently Killybegs is the only port within 
the State so designated. I am not aware of any request that has been made to designate Castle-
townbere port for NEAFC landings, however I will give any such request full consideration.

11/06/2013WRWW02350Grant Payments

11/06/2013WRWW02400833. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
reactor grants and income supplement payments for 2009 are outstanding in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if 60% of their single farm payments are due for 2009; 
if his Department is in receipt of all the paperwork for these claims for this period; and if so, if 
payment will issue as the person is suffering severe hardship; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27959/13]

11/06/2013WRWW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
of the person in question was restricted under the T.B. Eradication Scheme during the period 
28 September 2006 to the 2 September 2010.  However, as a result of concerns raised follow-
ing a full herd retest carried out on the herd on 2 July 2009, staff in the Department instigated 
an investigation into the circumstances surrounding a TB herd test conducted in July 2009. 
Following an investigation by the Special Investigation Unit of the Department, the herdowner 
was charged with several offences under the Bovine TB and Animal Remedies regulations. He 
pleaded guilty to a total of 15 offences at the Kilkenny District Court on 1 July 2011 and was 
convicted and fined.

Under the TB compensation  scheme,  entitlement to compensation is conditional on owners/
keepers complying with the provisions of the Disease of Animals Act 1966, any Orders made 
under this Act and other national or EU legislative requirements laid down under the disease 
eradication schemes. In view of the findings of the SIU investigation, which found that the per-
son concerned had committed what constituted “flagrant breaches” as set out in the terms and 
conditions of the scheme, the Department decided that he was not entitled to any compensation 
in respect of the removal of cattle as reactors from his herd.  The herdowner was advised of that 
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decision on 21 September 2010 and of the option to  appeal the decision to the Regional Assis-
tant Principal Officer within 21 days, with further option of appeal to the Agricultural Appeals 
Office if the initial appeal was unsuccessful. However, he has not availed of these procedures.

The Department’s decision not to pay compensation in this case was supported by his guilty 
plea in the District Court, although the decision was not conditional on the outcome of the court 
case. In view of the above, there are no outstanding payments due under the TB schemes for 
the period concerned.  

With regard to payments under the Single Payment scheme, as required under the EU Regu-
lations governing the Direct Payments Scheme, the outcome of the court case was subsequently 
cross reported to the Cross Compliance Unit of the Single Payment Scheme in July 2011. The 
offences were deemed intentional breaches of Statutory Management Requirement 11 which 
concerns Food Hygiene and a 60% penalty was imposed on his 2009 entitlement. A letter noti-
fying the herdowner of this decision issued on the 25th of October 2011. He was also advised 
of his right to seek a review of the decision and of his right to appeal the outcome of any such 
review to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office. To date, no such application has been 
received. In view of the foregoing, all payments due under the Single Payment scheme have 
been paid to the herdowner in question. 

11/06/2013WRWW02550European Investment Bank Loans

11/06/2013WRWW02600834. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has consulted with the European Investment Bank with a view to securing the availability of 
low interest rate funding from this institution which would assist farmers in re-organising their 
farm debts in order to deal with significantly increased overdrafts and merchant debt arising 
from the feed crisis; if appropriate submissions have been made to enable such a loan scheme 
to be utilised for working capital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28031/13]

11/06/2013WRWW02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have met 
with the major Irish banks in recent weeks to ensure that they are providing funding for farmers 
in these difficult times.  The banks have responded to my call for understanding and flexibility 
and indeed have issued advertisements in national media telling farmers that they are willing 
to provide short-term facilities to deal with the feed issues.  I will continue to monitor the situ-
ation.

Discussions took place with the EIB last year in relation to the availability of low interest 
rate funding.  In general the EIB operates such schemes via local banks.  In addition there are 
State Aid restrictions on any schemes that provide an interest rate lower than the ordinary mar-
ket level.  

I am prepared to discuss any possibilities with farm organizations to see whether some 
mechanism can be found to provide further funding where necessary.

11/06/2013WRWW02750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRWW02800835. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork was not approved to participate in the new 
agri-environment option scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28037/13]

11/06/2013WRWW02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 7th December 2012.  

Under the selection criteria regarding farm size, only farms of 22.06 hectares or less were 
approved into the scheme.  During the pre approval validation checks on the application of the 
person named, it was found that the farm size was in excess of the 22.06 hectares which resulted 
in the application being unsuccessful.  On 27th May 2013, a letter issued to the person named 
informing him of this and giving him the option of appeal to the Department.  To date, no appeal 
has been received by officials in my Department.

11/06/2013WRWW02950Food Safety Standards Regulation

11/06/2013WRWW03000836. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on the concerns of some citizens that the European Commission proposals for a regulation on 
the production and making available on the market of plant reproductive material law will have 
negative consequences for biodiversity and contains the potential to be used by multinational 
companies as a means of gaining competitive advantage in the choice and use of seeds by agri-
cultural producers. [28092/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Commission formally presented its proposals on 6 May last concerning a comprehensive 
package of measures to strengthen the enforcement of health and safety standards for the entire 
agri-food chain. The package of measures is expected to provide a modernised and simplified, 
more risked-based approach to the protection of health and application of controls in the plant 
and animal sectors

As it stands, the current body of EU legislation covering the food chain consists of almost 
70 separate pieces of legislation. The package of reforms announced by the EU Commission 
proposes to reduce this down to 5 pieces of legislation. These are: Plant Health, Animal Health, 
Plant Reproductive Material, Official Controls and Financing Regulations. It is anticipated that 
the new streamlined legislation proposals would reduce the red-tape on processes and proce-
dures for farmers, breeders and food business operators to make it easier for them to carry on 
business.

The regulation proposed for the commercial plant and seed sector differs very little from 
those rules already in operation, apart from the introduction of a more streamlined certification 
process. Importantly though, the regulation proposes to reduce the administrative burden on 
micro-enterprises, such as small seed processors. Private gardeners and amateur growers would 
not be affected by these proposed regulations and would be able to continue to exchange seed 
as before.

It is anticipated that the new regime will not be in place before 2016. In the intervening peri-
od, all stakeholders will have ample opportunity to raise any legitimate concerns. The European 
Commission intends to engage proactively with stakeholders through information seminars in 
each member state to provide concrete and accurate information on both the content and scope 
as well as the basis for the legislation. During the negotiation phase of both the overarching 
regulations and subsequent implementing rules, there will be further engagement with all stake-
holders to ensure a balanced outcome.

11/06/2013WRWW03150Legislative Programme



11 June 2013

622

11/06/2013WRWW03200837. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
is the Children First legislation will progress go through the House; if the legislation will spec-
ify child minders among those listed as obliged to notify carers of child abuse or neglect; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [26937/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will 
be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the Children First Bill 2012 
on the 25th of April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Health and Children for consideration and advice. The Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Health and Children published their report in July 2012.

As part of the Joint Committees consultation process a number of submissions were re-
ceived. Overall there was a welcome that the legislation would increase the focus on child pro-
tection.  The contributions in the main came from organisations already implementing Children 
First. 

Submissions were not all in agreement and many points emerging needed to be considered 
and reconciled.  This involves consideration of policy and operational issues, including those 
pertaining to childminders, as well as the best legal approach to achieving Children First objec-
tives. In this regard, officials within my Department have consulted with a number of organi-
sations and individuals and I recently met with a number of key stakeholders to discuss the 
complex issues that have arisen. I have also taken the opportunity to consult with a number of 
experts in relation to the development of the policy in this area. These discussions will inform 
the preparation of enhanced policy proposals that is currently underway.  

The framework is now focussed on the safety and protection of children generally; the 
provision of safe services for children; cooperation amongst professionals and organisations 
where children are at risk of neglect and abuse and finally mandating key individuals to report 
child abuse known to them. The latter objective is aimed at removing ambivalence, reluctance 
or refusal by people and organisations in positions of trust and authority to report child abuse 
and cooperate with the relevant authorities. The Bill will create a range of responsibilities and 
duties on organisations and individuals and these will be detailed in the legislation. The precise 
requirements on varying sectors, organisations and individual professions, including inter alia, 
child care providers, is currently under consideration and part of an ongoing process.

A further reason for reviewing the policy is to ensure that the related and relevant   legisla-
tion will be compatible with and will complement the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act and the Criminal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes Against 
Children and Intellectually Disabled Persons) Act. 

It is my intention to submit further proposals to Government as soon as possible with a view 
to the drafting of the Children First Bill as a priority.

11/06/2013WRWW03350Child Protection Issues

11/06/2013WRWW03400838. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
Health Service Executive has provided any inspections for crèches in the Sligo/Leitrim area; if 
she will be publishing details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27260/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03500850. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of crèches that are subject to inspection (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the total number 
that are not subject to inspection; the total number of inspections carried out each year from 
2007 to 2012; if she will provide a breakdown of the figures as a percentage of the total amount 
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that could be inspected in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27036/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03600853. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of crèches in County Meath that failed the Health Service Executive inspection in each 
of the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; if the crèches resolved the issues that were raised in 
the inspection; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27075/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03700854. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
Health Service Executive will appoint an inspector for developmental aspects of childcare fa-
cilities for the Louth area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27364/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03800855. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
childcare facilities private and public in County Louth inspected in each of the last four years 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 by the Health Service Executive; if she will provide the names of 
the facilities which have been inspected; if she will provide the information in tabular format; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27367/13]

11/06/2013WRWW03900856. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
childcare facilities private and public in County Meath inspected in each of the past four years 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 by the Health Service Executive; if she will provide the names of the 
facilities which have been inspected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27368/13]

11/06/2013WRWW04000858. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
make available the complete list of inspection reports for a crèche (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [27444/13]

11/06/2013WRWW04100862. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of inspectors at present carrying out inspections on crèches here; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27637/13]

11/06/2013WRWW04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 838, 850, 853 to 856, inclusive, 858 and 862 together.

Under the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No. 2) Regulations 2006, the inspection of 
pre-schools is the responsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE), and I have referred the 
Deputies’ specific queries to the HSE for direct reply.

I understand that, in 2011, 2,789 childcare providers were subject to inspections by the HSE 
Pre-School Inspectorate.  This is an inspection rate of over 61% in a single year.  This compares 
very favourably with comparable jurisdictions such as England, where Ofsted operates a policy 
of inspecting childcare providers on a 3-4 year cycle.

An issue that has been raised is the need to ensure national consistency in the approach to 
inspections.  The HSE recently introduced Standard Operating Procedures to facilitate this and 
I welcome that step.  I have also arranged for pre-school inspection reports to be published on-
line from July of this year.

It is important to realise that inspections alone are not the answer to improving quality. What 
is required is a multi-faceted approach, and since this Government came to office we have been 
working to ensure issues relating to child protection and welfare are put front and centre. The 
establishment of a Department of Children and Youth Affairs was recognition of the huge body 
of work which needs to be done in this area.

As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, driving the early childhood care and education 
quality agenda is one of my key objectives.  I believe we can achieve this objective by taking 
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a number of steps in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, including the 
adaptation of the existing pre-school inspection system to provide a more comprehensive and 
broader-based inspection regime for pre-schools, moving to a greater focus on outcomes for 
children.

In support of this, a Joint Pilot Inspection of Early Years Services was carried out by Inspec-
tors from the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills between September 2011 and 
May 2012.  This pilot will inform the proactive approach being taken.

11/06/2013WRXX00150UN Conventions Ratification

11/06/2013WRXX00200839. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a timescale for Ireland ratifying the UN Second Optional Protocol on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography as it has been 13 years since Ireland signed 
the Protocol as it is urgently required in view of Ireland’s submission of its report on its com-
mitments to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to the UN Committee in the near 
future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27282/13]

11/06/2013WRXX00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Ireland has 
signed but not yet ratified the Second Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the rights of 
the child on the sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. It is my intention to 
progress to ratification in due course, once I am satisfied that the State will be able to meet all 
its obligations therein. I discussed the issue of ratification of this Protocol in a meeting with the 
UN Special Representative on Violence against Children, which took place on 11th June 2012, 
during the Special Representative’s official visit to Ireland. We agreed that the matter would 
be prioritised in due course following completion of my Department’s work on the Children’s 
Referendum, submission of the State’s next report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child and the setting up of the new Child and Family Agency.

The criminal law elements of the Optional Protocol have largely been implemented by the 
Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998 and the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 
2008. Legislative proposals to further protect children against sexual exploitation are at an ad-
vanced stage of preparation. These measures will facilitate full compliance with the criminal 
law provisions of a number of international legal instruments, including the Optional Protocol 
and an EU directive adopted in December 2011. The Minister for Justice and Equality expects 
to bring these legislative proposals to Government in the coming months. It is also proposed to 
put in place the necessary administrative procedures and arrangements to allow for accession 
and, subject to the advice of the Attorney General’s Office, it is proposed to ratify the Optional 
Protocol as soon as is practicable.

11/06/2013WRXX00350Youth Services Funding

11/06/2013WRXX00400840. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
ensure that the funding shortfall for the big brother big sister scheme is addressed in view of the 
cost effectiveness of the programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27299/13]

11/06/2013WRXX00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
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young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  (1 & 2) €1,195,283
Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VEC’s.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. The savings required in 2014 in the youth budget under 
the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m. Having regard to the savings 
requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried 
to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In considering how best to manage 
within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked to consider the scope for 
reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, in order to maintain the 
front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to meet with, many youth 
organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality youth services to young 
people is sustained in these challenging times.

In 2011, Foróige, following an internal review of the organisation’s wide range of provision 
for young people, reprioritised its areas of youth provision and programmes.  This reprioritisa-
tion, which was proposed to my Department, enabled Foróige to strengthen their Big Brother 
Big Sister (BBBS) Programme nationally.  Foróige decided, with the permission of my De-
partment, to reallocate the funding provided by my Department from their Youth Information 
services to the Big Brother Big Sister Programme.  Additional funding was also provided by 
my Department to Foróige for the Big Brother Big Sister Programme in 2012 and 2013.  While 
I fully appreciate the value of the Big Brother Big Sister Programme and the challenges facing 
it in the current fiscal climate, given the savings required within my Department’s budget under 
the CRE, I do not envisage any further scope for the provision of any further increase on the 
funding already provided to Foróige.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-



11 June 2013

626

ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

11/06/2013WRXX00550Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRXX00600841. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if childmind-
ers will be included in the forthcoming Children First legislation as they were excluded from 
the draft heads of bill published in April 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[27302/13]

11/06/2013WRXX00700842. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the recent 
decision to abolish the childminder advisory role will be revised in view of the recent RTÉ 
exposé. [27304/13]

11/06/2013WRXX00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 841 and 842 together.

The Deputy will be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the 
Children First Bill 2012 on 25 April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the 
Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children for consideration and advice.  The Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on Health and Children published their report in July 2012.

As part of the Joint Committees consultation process a number of submissions were re-
ceived.  Overall there was a welcome that the legislation would increase the focus on child pro-
tection.  The contributions in the main came from organisations already implementing Children 
First.

Submissions were not all in agreement and many points emerging needed to be considered 
and reconciled.  This involves consideration of policy and operational issues, including those 
pertaining to childminders, as well as the best legal approach to achieving Children First objec-
tives. In this regard, officials within my Department have consulted with a number of organi-
sations and individuals and I recently met with a number of key stakeholders to discuss the 
complex issues that have arisen. I have also taken the opportunity to consult with a number of 
experts in relation to the development of the policy in this area. These discussions will inform 
the preparation of enhanced policy proposals that is currently underway.

The obligations of mandatory reporting are onerous and the inclusion of specific profession-
als and post holders is being considered very carefully at this time including persons working 
in the child care sector generally.

I should emphasise that under the existing Children First National Guidelines there is very 
clear advice available to all employees, volunteers and parents on how to raise any concerns 
they have about a child’s safety and welfare.

It is my intention to submit further proposals to Government as soon as possible with a view 
to the drafting of the Children First Bill as a priority.

One of the specific issues of policy which I have identified for consideration in the prepara-
tion of the new Strategy is the future role and regulation of the childminding sector, which is 
already an important component of early childhood care and education.  At present pre-school 
services are subject to the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No.2) Regulations 2006, as pro-
vided for under Part VII of the Child Care Act 1991.
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Services providing care for children who have not yet commenced primary school are re-
quired to notify their service to the Pre-School Inspectorate of the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) and are subject to inspection and report by the Inspectorate on a regular basis.  Ser-
vices covered by the Regulations include full-time, part-time and sessional services as well as 
childminders taking care of more than three pre-school children from different families in the 
childminder’s home.  

In 2002, the Health Service Executive (HSE) agreed to fund a Childminding Advisory Offi-
cer post or provide a staff member in each county, who would work with the 33 City and County 
Childcare Committees (CCCs) funded under the Childcare Programme, implemented by the 
then Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  The role included notifying childmind-
ers of training opportunities, providing networking opportunities and supporting the voluntary 
notification system which was being developed by the CCCs.

While Childminding Advisory Officers were established in most county areas, this was not 
always the case and they were not always located with the local CCC.  Despite their presence 
and the additional supports including training, a small capital grant scheme and the introduc-
tion of a tax relief for childminding in 2006, the increase in the number of voluntarily-notified 
childminders since 2004, when the number was 500, has been relatively small and levelled off 
at 1,250.

In recent years, the HSE made a decision to gradually reduce the level of funding and sup-
port for the Childminding Advisory Officer posts.  I would point to the fact that the CCCs are 
now well-established and effective bodies at local level, and that supporting the childminding 
sector is an integral part of their work.  As a result, childminders continue to have access to 
support, training and advice.

Work on the development of Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy for children aged from birth 
to 6 years, is already underway in my Department.  The approach I am taking in developing  
the Strategy has received Government approval.  My intention is to create an innovative and 
dynamic blueprint for the future development of Ireland’s early years sector and a coherent ap-
proach to seeking to improve the lives of children from birth to 6 years.  

A broad range of issues relating to regulations, standards, quality assurance, and inspection 
are currently being considered by the Expert Advisory Group which is advising my Department 
on the Strategy. As Minister I am committed to ensuring high standards in early years service 
provision, both in terms of care and curriculum. The role of quality provision is critical in con-
tributing to childhood development and I am determined that this key objective will be reflected 
fully in the Early Years Strategy.

11/06/2013WRXX00950Early Years Strategy Publication

11/06/2013WRXX01100843. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the timeframe 
for the publication of the early years strategy and the resource package that has been secured 
for the implementation of the strategy. [27305/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is currently developing a new Children and Young People’s Policy Framework which will set 
out high level goals for both my own and other Departments for the next five years. The Policy 
Framework is expected to be published in mid 2013 and will build on Our Children - Their 
Lives, Ireland’s first Children’s Strategy which was published in 2000. This is relevant to the 
Early Years Strategy as the Strategy is one of three, more detailed strategies which will be de-
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veloped under the Framework.

The Early Years Strategy, which will be Ireland’s first ever national strategy for early years, 
is under development. It is expected that it will cover a range of issues affecting children in 
their first years of life such as child health and well-being, parenting and family support, learn-
ing and development, play and recreation and early childhood care and education. The Strategy 
will further recognise the economic imperative and benefits accruing from targeted investment 
in early years interventions.

Key issues to be addressed in the Strategy include: the further development of early child-
hood care and education programmes; the need to enhance quality provision, curricular sup-
port; and workforce capacity in early years services; support and regulation of the childmind-
ing sector; and the future development of early intervention, therapeutic and family support 
services to support young children and their parents.

The Strategy will bring together and consider a significant amount of international and do-
mestic research on the importance of early years for child development, including findings from 
the “Growing Up in Ireland” study. It will also be informed by the evaluations from the Preven-
tion and Early Intervention Projects which have been funded jointly by my Department and 
philanthropic organisations, as well as an analysis of existing service provision and associated 
resources. The major programme of institutional change which is currently underway, includ-
ing the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency, will also be taken into account.

The results of a public consultation, undertaken as part of the development of the Children 
and Young People Policy Framework, is currently being analysed and will inform both the 
Framework and the Early Years Strategy. 

I have appointed an Expert Advisory Group, chaired by Dr. Eilis Hennessy, Head of School 
of Psychology at UCD, to advise on the preparation of the Strategy. The Group comprises ex-
ternal experts from a range of specialties, including paediatrics, early childhood care and educa-
tion, child protection and public health nursing and is continuing to meet on a regular basis.  I 
have met the Expert Advisory Group on a number of occasions,  and I am very satisfied with the 
progress being made in developing Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy.  I expect the Strategy to 
be published during the summer months.

11/06/2013WRXX01250Child Abuse Issues

11/06/2013WRXX01300844. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide in tabular form format the number of child abuse cases reported to the Health Service 
Executive or managed by the HSE from 2000 to 2012 respectively; and if she will provide a 
breakdown of the categories or type of abuse that were reported in each year. [26760/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive for the information in question which I 
will forward to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRXX01450Child Care Services Regulation

11/06/2013WRXX01500845. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
being taken by her Department to ensure that adequate standards in crèches are adhered to; if 
she will ensure that the health, safety and well-being of children in the care of crèches is not 
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compromised; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [26783/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01600847. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
advise on her consultations with pre-school representatives in relation to the current pre-school 
year and any possible increase to this facility; if there are any concerns raised by the industry 
regarding costs and regulation; the submissions she has received from pre-school managers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26684/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01700849. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
the recent RTE “Prime Time Investigates” reports programme regarding abuse taking place in 
crèches; if she is considering publishing the inspection reports of the crèches that were featured 
in the documentary; the steps she is taking to improve standards in crèches; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [26963/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01800852. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans in the wake of the Prime Time Investigates programme which highlighted current prac-
tices in some crèches here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27074/13]

11/06/2013WRXX01900861. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
Health Service Executive will adopt a new regime of tougher inspections of crèches following 
recent revelations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27635/13]

11/06/2013WRXX02000870. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the person who will be responsible for inspecting educational standards when the work moves 
to the planned Child and Family Agency; the efforts being made to recruit personnel suitably 
qualified and experienced in childhood education; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27922/13]

11/06/2013WRXX02100872. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
early education standards are still being assessed by public health nurses and Health Service 
Executive environmental health officers despite calls from both childcare sector bodies for this 
function to be carried out by early education and child development experts; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27927/13]

11/06/2013WRXX02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 845, 847, 849, 852, 861, 870 and 872 together.

I have already outlined, to both the Dáil and the Seanad, that I found the scenes broadcast on 
the “Prime Time” programme of  28 May distressing, shocking, and absolutely unacceptable.

What we saw was poor practice and a dereliction of duty and care, resulting in the appalling 
mistreatment of young children; and this is currently and rightly, the subject of a thorough and 
comprehensive investigation by both the HSE and Gardaí.

Since coming into office, I have prioritised a much-overdue focus on early years services.  
Up to the last decade, Ireland’s pre-school sector was almost non-existent.  During the late nine-
ties we still had one of the lowest female participation rates in the developed world, and one of 
the highest unemployment rates.  The years of the Celtic tiger saw a scramble to put services 
in place in respect to demand, but a wholly inadequate approach to quality and sustainability.

We have seen what happens when you don’t invest in building an effective system and cul-
ture of qualify-focussed, child-centred service provision, and when you don’t invest in robust 
oversight and inspection.

This Government has been working to address this legacy. 
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The Programme for Government includes a commitment to maintain the free Pre-School 
Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in order to promote the best outcomes for 
children and families, and we have secured the additional monies required to do that.

But the Programme for Government also includes a commitment to improve the quality of 
the free Pre-School Year and, by extension, the quality of all early childhood care and education, 
through the implementation of standards and by reviewing training options for the workforce. 

These commitments have always been a key priority for me.

This is why my Department and I have been progressing work on Ireland’s first-ever Early 
Years Strategy and this why we have been working on a comprehensive Pre-School Quality 
Agenda. 

We have identified eight key areas of action which I believe need to be considered and 
addressed as a matter of urgency; increasing the qualification requirements for all staff in pre-
school services to a minimum standard at FETAC Level 5; improving the quality and curricular 
supports for pre-school services when implementing the Síolta Framework and Aistear Curricu-
lum; implementing the new National Pre-School Standards; introducing a registration system 
for all pre-school services; taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more 
robust; publishing inspection reports on-line as soon as possible; ensuring appropriate action 
is taken in response to findings of non-compliance; and increasing and widening the sanctions 
which can be taken for non-compliance. 

Increasing the required qualification standards of childcare staff

We are working to increase the required qualification standards of childcare staff. The ma-
jority of staff working in the sector now have qualifications to FETAC Level 5 and I believe 
that this should be made a requirement for all staff working in the sector by September 2015, 
and for new services by the earlier date of September 2014.  I am also proposing that the mini-
mum qualification requirement for Pre-School Leaders within the Pre-School Year should be 
increased from FETAC Level 5 to FETAC Level 6 from those dates also.  

Supports for Aistear and Síolta.

We are working to improve support and mentoring for individual pre-school services in im-
plementing Síolta and Aistear.  This is essential if we are to ensure that all services understand 
and implement a child-centred approach to the care and education of young children. 

Implementing the new National Pre-School Standards.

We are developing new National Pre-School Standards, designed to support providers 
in delivering a high quality service and parents in choosing the childcare best suited to their 
needs.  New day-care standards have been completed but have not yet been implemented.  Later 
this year it is intended to launch these standards alongside further standards on sessional care 
and childminding which are currently being finalised. These standards will replace all current 
guidelines and will be implemented and inspected in line with the new registration system and 
improved inspection systems

Registration of all childcare providers.

Work is already underway in the Child and Family Services area of the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) to introduce a registration system for pre-school services.  I understand this sys-
tem will be in place for new services from the end of this year and will be phased in for existing 
services thereafter.  This is an important development because it will move services from the 
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current position, where they are required to notify the Pre-School Inspectorate of their intention 
to open, to a requirement to be inspected and found satisfactory, before being permitted to open.  
All pre-school services are currently required to pay an annual fee to the HSE of between €40 
and €80.  I am looking at increasing this fee.  The additional funds raised will assist in improv-
ing inspection and supports for quality improvement. 

Publication of Inspection Reports.

Parents will rightly demand and expect the highest standards and this will be a key factor in 
driving change in the sector.  Publishing inspection reports is an essential step in ensuring high 
standards and accountability. All new inspection reports will be made available on-line from 
the HSE as a matter of urgency.  All current  inspection reports will be made available on-line 
in 2014.  

Taking steps to make the inspection system more consistent and more robust.

We are working on developing a more robust, consistent and regular inspection system  
There has been a significant programme of work underway in the HSE over the past year to de-
velop a single, consistent national inspection service (as opposed to 37 different local systems).  

We propose moving to a position where there is consistent and assured national target rate 
for the frequency of inspection of pre-school services, while ensuring capacity for prioritisation 
based on risk assessment.  The HSE is currently reviewing the regional spread of inspectors 
with a view to identifying whether either additional resources or redeployment of existing in-
spectors is required to achieve this. 

Building on this work, officials of my Department and the Department of Education and 
Skills have been examining options to incrementally develop a more comprehensive and broad-
er-based inspection regime for pre-schools; moving away from a narrow focus on compliance, 
and leading to a greater focus on children’s outcomes, including educational development and 
child wellbeing.  This work is being informed by the findings of a recent Joint Pilot Inspection 
carried out in a small number of settings by Inspectors from the Health Service Executive and 
the Department of Education and Skills.

Ensuring appropriate action is taken in response to findings of non-compliance.

We are working to ensure consistent action is taken in response to findings of non-compli-
ance. There must be a follow-through on inspections.  Clearly, services which are found to be in 
serious breach of the Regulations will face closure and prosecution.   It is proposed to develop a 
protocol with the Pre-School Inspectorate which will take a calibrated approach and which will 
enable more decisive action to be taken in response to non-compliance.

Increased Sanctions for non-compliance.

My Department will also be undertaking a review of the penalties currently in place for 
breach of the Child Care (No. 2) Regulations 2006, as provided for under the Child Care Act 
1991.  The review will look at increasing the range and severity of the existing penalties includ-
ing the actions which can be taken by Inspectors without recourse to court prosecution, as is 
currently the case.  

The recent broadcast highlighted practices on the part of individual staff members which 
were of very serious concern.  The responsibility of management must also be the subject of 
questioning.  Management is responsible for the selection and training of staff, the development 
of operational policies and practices and the management of day to day service delivery.  Most 
of all management is responsible for the culture and ethos of the pre-school - they set the tone 
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through their example, their interaction with children and parents and their guidance of staff.  

This pre-school quality agenda represents an essential building block towards the future 
extension of universal pre-school provision; including the objective which I have previously 
spoken of in relation to introducing a second free-pre-school year. 

There is a wealth of international (and emerging Irish) research which highlights the eco-
nomic benefits of investing in the early years and which demonstrates how quality pre-school 
provision can greatly contribute to improved educational and developmental outcomes for chil-
dren, including school-readiness. A second free-pre-school year would also represent an equiv-
alent saving of approximately €2,500-€3,000 in childcare costs for parents.

However in discussing the possible extension of the free pre-school year, I have also always 
been clear that ensuring quality provision is critical. 

I see my pre-school quality agenda; and measures to be considered in the context of Budget 
2014, as a first step in a multi-annual approach which could eventually lead to the introduction 
of a second year.

I believe it is critical to the quality agenda for early childhood care and education that my 
Department continues to work in close co-operation with the Department of Education and 
Skills, given the overlap of interest between the Departments in regard to education for children 
under 6 years of age, as reflected in Síolta, Aistear and the Workforce Development Plan, and 
the professional training role of the State funded training bodies.  The two Departments are 
already working together on these issues and on the development of a joint approach to pre-
school inspection.  

11/06/2013WRXX02250Child Detention Centres

11/06/2013WRXX02300846. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
the growing number of assaults on staff members at Oberstown House, County Dublin, since 
the age of limit of residents has been raised to 18 years; if there has been any review of the 
safety of the facility since these changes have been made; if there are plans to increase support 
staff as a result of these changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26682/13]

11/06/2013WRXX02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Any forms of 
assault which may take place in a children detention setting, either by children against other 
children or by children against staff, is of course totally unacceptable from any point of view.  I 
am advised that all possible means are employed in the children detention setting of the Ober-
stown campus, Lusk, Co Dublin to create and maintain stable relationships based on the child 
care model of detention. 

The Programme for Government has a strong commitment to end the practice of sending 
children to St Patrick’s Institution and this is the central principle of current policy in the area 
of juvenile detention facilities.  On 2 April 2012, I announced an investment package of ap-
proximately €50 million over three years in capital funding to undertake the National Children 
Detention Facility (NCDF) project at the Oberstown children detention campus in Lusk, Co 
Dublin. This will include six new detention units and associated education and training facili-
ties.  My aim is that by mid 2014, the new facilities to be built in Oberstown will enable the 
assignment of responsibility for all children up to the age of 18 years remanded in custody by 
the courts or sentenced to a period of detention  to the Oberstown campus.  

As a first step and an interim measure in advance of the development of the new facilities 
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under the NCDF project, I also introduced with effect from 1 May 2012 a legal provision for the 
detention of newly remanded or sentenced 16 year old boys to the Children Detention Schools 
in Oberstown.  This involved an increase in the maximum age threshold on admission for boys 
to the Oberstown campus from all boys less than 16 years of age to all boys less than 17 years 
of age. The maximum age threshold for girls detained on the Oberstown campus has been set at 
less than 18 years of age since 2007. 

I acknowledge that the implementation of the change in age categories for boys admitted 
to the Oberstown campus presented a new dimension to be taken into account by staff working 
in this challenging area.  However, it was done based on the vision and objective for a child 
care model of detention for all children under the age of 18 years as set out in the Children Act, 
2001.  I very much welcome the ongoing cooperation and expert commitment of the care staff 
in Oberstown with the implementation of this change. 

Since August 2010, a “Notifiable Incidents Policy” has been in place by agreement between 
the Oberstown Board of Management and the Irish Youth Justice Service, which is based in my 
Department.  Under this policy, all types of incidents involving children in detention, includ-
ing assaults, are recorded under a prescribed system of reporting and review between staff, line 
management in each children detention school, the Oberstown Board of Management and the 
Irish Youth Justice Service. 

I emphasise my view that all forms of assaults by children in detention are unacceptable.  
However, I am also advised that age is one of a number of criteria that have to be taken into 
account in assessing the level of management risk with each child in detention - there are a 
range of other factors based on the individual profile of each child such as medical and mental 
health background, availability of family supports, levels of educational attainment and history 
of criminal offending.  All of these factors are recorded on admission of each child to the Ober-
stown campus and are factored into an individualised management plan in each case. 

Safety for staff is a key objective in the management of the children detention schools. All 
issues relating to the management of each facility, including any that may affect staff safety, are 
kept under review on an ongoing basis by the Oberstown Board of Management and the Irish 
Youth Justice Service.  In addition, I am advised that the maximum number of children that may 
be detained in each physical unit of each children detention school is kept at a level that reflects 
the physical structure of each building and ensures safe and secure custody for all children, as 
well as the highest possible level of staff safety.

A range of supports are in place to assist staff in discharging their important role in the care 
of children in a detention setting.  There is an ongoing programme of staff training in a spe-
cialised and externally accredited child custody management system for dealing with unruly be-
haviour.  Where any assault incidents take place, there are ongoing supports available for staff 
in the form of management guidance, assistance with medical expenses, an assault and injury 
leave scheme, counselling services and structured follow up with staff to assist their return to 
employment.  

  Question No. 847 answered with Question No. 845.

11/06/2013WRXX02550Youth Services Funding

11/06/2013WRXX02600848. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
considered the study carried out by NUI Galway citing the Big Brother Big Sister programme 
as being a low cost and extremely effective intervention for vulnerable young persons; if fund-
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ing for this programme will be maintained; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[26802/13]

11/06/2013WRXX02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  (1 & 2) €1,195,283
Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allo-
cated to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VEC’s.  This total does not include funding 
provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diversion projects or funding from other state 
agencies such as the HSE.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. The savings required in 2014 in the youth budget under 
the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m. Having regard to the savings 
requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried 
to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In considering how best to manage 
within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked to consider the scope for 
reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, in order to maintain the 
front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to meet with, many youth 
organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality youth services to young 
people is sustained in these challenging times.

In 2011, Foróige, following an internal review of the organisation’s wide range of provision 
for young people, reprioritised its areas of youth provision and programmes.  This reprioritisa-
tion, which was proposed to my Department, enabled Foróige to strengthen their Big Brother 
Big Sister (BBBS) Programme nationally.  Foróige decided, with the permission of my De-
partment, to reallocate the funding provided by my Department from their Youth Information 
services to the Big Brother Big Sister Programme.  Additional funding was also provided by 
my Department to Foróige for the Big Brother Big Sister Programme in 2012 and 2013.  While 
I fully appreciate the value of the Big Brother Big Sister Programme and the challenges facing 
it in the current fiscal climate, given the savings required within my Department’s budget under 
the CRE, I do not envisage any further scope for the provision of any further increase on the 
funding already provided to Foróige.
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A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

  Question No. 849 answered with Question No. 845.

  Question No. 850 answered with Question No. 838.

11/06/2013WRXX02950Child Care Qualifications

11/06/2013WRXX03000851. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the situ-
ation with regard to the implementation of the Workforce Development Plan in the early child-
care sector; the aspects that have been fully implemented since its publication in late 2010; the 
remains to be implemented; the timeline for same; the annual estimated cost for its full imple-
mentation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27030/13]

11/06/2013WRXX03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Workforce 
Development Plan for the Early Years Sector was published in 2010 by the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills. The Plan acknowledged national and international research evidence which 
establishes a strong correlation between the availability of an appropriately trained workforce 
to staff early years services and the ability to deliver high quality pre-school provision. The 
implementation of the Workforce Development Plan is being overseen by the Early Years Edu-
cation Policy Unit of the Department of Education and Skills, which is co-located with my 
Department.

The Plan sets out the key areas that emerged from an extensive programme of research and 
consultation.  These key areas are: the necessity for clearly articulated professional pathways 
into and across professional domains of practice related to the care and education of children. 
These include occupational role descriptors with associated qualification levels; the establish-
ment of an agreed set of national standards for all awards in early childhood care and education 
(incorporating core knowledge, skills, competencies and work experience) across all relevant 
levels of the National Framework of Qualifications in Ireland; access to flexible, affordable 
and nationally accredited learning opportunities at all levels of qualification for pre-service and 
in-service professional development; and the necessity to ensure consistent quality of ECCE 
courses nationally across a range of variables including content, delivery and work placement.

The publication by FETAC of Common Award Standards at Levels 4, 5 and 6 on the Na-
tional Framework of Qualifications ensures that there is consistent quality of ECCE courses 
across the country and delivers on one of the key areas set out in the Workforce Development 
Plan.  I view this as an essential building block for developing and upskilling the workforce.  

The Workforce Development Plan identified different distinct groups including new en-
trants to the workforce who wish to become appropriately qualified for specific occupational 
roles and responsibilities, and unqualified practitioners in the current workforce who want to 
achieve the Level 5 award. For new entrants to the workforce the publication of Common 
Award Standards at Levels 4, 5 and 6 is a welcome development.  Programmes of learning de-
veloped to meet these new award standards will incorporate national practice frameworks and 
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will reflect national policy objectives, thereby ensuring that graduates are fully prepared to en-
ter the workforce.  Training providers have begun to meet the new award standards in respect of 
the FETAC Level 5 Major Award in Early Childhood Care and Education. The first programme 
has been developed and is being provided through the VECs.

My Department and I have been working on a comprehensive Pre-School quality agenda 
that will, inter alia, work towards increasing the qualification requirements for all childcare 
staff.

Future developments relating to early years and education, including workforce develop-
ment, are being considered in the context of the National Early Years Strategy for children 
aged from birth to six years, which is being developed by my Department and expected to be 
completed later this year.

  Question No. 852 answered with Question No. 845.

  Question No. 853 to 856, inclusive, answered with Question No. 838.

11/06/2013WRYY00250School Funding

11/06/2013WRYY00300857. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding funding in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Limerick. [27435/13]

11/06/2013WRYY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I was success-
ful in securing €2.75m in capital funding in Budget 2013 to support the ongoing improvement 
of the childcare sector via the 2013 Childcare Capital Programme.  This programme is being 
implemented by Pobal on behalf of my Department.  Both community not-for-profit childcare 
facilities and private childcare facilities currently participating in one of the three childcare pro-
grammes implemented by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs were eligible to apply 
for a grant under the Programme.  The closing date for applications was 30th April.

I understand that there has been significant interest in the programme with almost 1,400 ap-
plications submitted before the closing date. These applications are currently being appraised 
by Pobal with the assistance of the City and County Childcare Committees and the HSE as 
relevant. It is expected that the appraisal process will be completed and recommendations for 
approvals made to my Department before the end of June.  All applicants will be advised of the 
outcome as soon as possible.

  Question No. 858 answered with Question No. 838.

11/06/2013WRYY00550EU Directives

11/06/2013WRYY00600859. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the work 
her Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a 
potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory Instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27469/13]

11/06/2013WRYY00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is not currently undertaking any work on legislation of the type referred to by the Deputy. 
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11/06/2013WRYY00750Early Child Care Education Issues

11/06/2013WRYY00800860. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
confirm receipt of correspondence from a person (details supplied) in County Limerick regard-
ing early childhood care and education; if she has reviewed the comments; the actions she is 
likely to take subsequently; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27595/13]

11/06/2013WRYY00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme provides for one free pre-school year for all 
eligible children before commencing primary school.

The programme includes a number of additional provisions to take account of children with 
special needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification under the 
programme where a child is developmentally delayed and would benefit from starting primary 
school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the pre-school 
year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 2 days 
a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.  Application for these exemp-
tions must be made prior to the child commencing the programme. There is no provision under 
the programme for a second full pre-school year for any child.  

I received the correspondence referred to by the Deputy and a reply issued on 22nd May 
last.  I have also received further correspondence on the issue.  However, as the child in ques-
tion is availing of the full free pre-school complement in the current academic year, there is no 
further entitlement under the ECCE programme.

  Question No. 861 answered with Question No. 845.

  Question No. 862 answered with Question No. 838.

11/06/2013WRYY01150Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRYY01200863. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the child welfare legislation will come before the House; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [27639/13]

11/06/2013WRYY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will 
be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the Children First Bill 2012 
on the 25th of April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Health and Children for consideration and advice. The Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Health and Children published their report in July 2012.

As part of the Joint Committees consultation process a number of submissions were re-
ceived. Overall there was a welcome that the legislation would increase the focus on child pro-
tection.  The contributions in the main came from organisations already implementing Children 
First. 

Submissions were not all in agreement and many points emerging needed to be considered 
and reconciled.  This involves consideration of policy and operational issues, including those 
pertaining to childminders, as well as the best legal approach to achieving Children First objec-
tives. In this regard, officials within my Department have consulted with a number of organi-
sations and individuals and I recently met with a number of key stakeholders to discuss the 
complex issues that have arisen. I have also taken the opportunity to consult with a number of 
experts in relation to the development of the policy in this area. These discussions will inform 
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the preparation of enhanced policy proposals that is currently underway.  

The framework is now focussed on the safety and protection of children generally; the 
provision of safe services for children; cooperation amongst professionals and organisations 
where children are at risk of neglect and abuse and finally mandating key individuals to report 
child abuse known to them. The latter objective is aimed at removing ambivalence, reluctance 
or refusal by people and organisations in positions of trust and authority to report child abuse 
and cooperate with the relevant authorities. The Bill will create a range of responsibilities and 
duties on organisations and individuals and these will be detailed in the legislation. The precise 
requirements on varying sectors, organisations and individual professions, is currently under 
consideration and part of an ongoing process.

A further reason for reviewing the policy is to ensure that the related and relevant   legisla-
tion will be compatible with and will complement the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act and the Criminal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes Against 
Children and Intellectually Disabled Persons) Act. 

It is my intention to submit further proposals to Government as soon as possible with a view 
to the drafting of the Children First Bill as a priority.

11/06/2013WRYY01350Youth Services

11/06/2013WRYY01400864. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the positive results of the Big Brother Big Sister programme operated 
by Foróige; and if she will provide positive consideration to its request for funding in order for 
it to continue its work. [27722/13]

11/06/2013WRYY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  (1&2) €1,195,283
Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VECs.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.
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The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. The savings required in 2014 in the youth budget under 
the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m. Having regard to the savings 
requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried 
to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In considering how best to manage 
within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked to consider the scope for 
reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, in order to maintain the 
front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to meet with, many youth 
organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality youth services to young 
people is sustained in these challenging times.

In 2011, Foróige, following an internal review of the organisation’s wide range of provision 
for young people, reprioritised its areas of youth provision and programmes.  This reprioritisa-
tion, which was proposed to my Department, enabled Foróige to strengthen their Big Brother 
Big Sister (BBBS) Programme nationally.  Foróige decided, with the permission of my De-
partment, to reallocate the funding provided by my Department from their Youth Information 
services to the Big Brother Big Sister Programme.  Additional funding was also provided by 
my Department to Foróige for the Big Brother Big Sister Programme in 2012 and 2013.  While 
I fully appreciate the value of the Big Brother Big Sister Programme and the challenges facing 
it in the current fiscal climate, given the savings required within my Department’s budget under 
the CRE, I do not envisage any further scope for the provision of any further increase on the 
funding already provided to Foróige.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

11/06/2013WRYY01550School Completion Programme

11/06/2013WRYY01600865. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if contracts 
for those employed in the school completion programme in counties Kerry and Limerick, which 
are due to end in August will be renewed for the 2013/2014 school year; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27740/13]

11/06/2013WRYY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The School 
Completion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to 
completion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and 
retention of its target cohort. 

Projects within the School Completion Programme, including those in Counties Kerry and 
Limerick, are managed and directed by a Local Management Committee (LMC), which in-
cludes  representatives of schools, parents, and other local education stakeholders. These proj-
ects provide a range of supports and interventions designed to support children identified by 
the LMC as being at risk of educational disadvantage. This project model approach facilitates 
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creative and innovative approaches by the LMC in devising targeted supports in response to the 
needs of local young people. The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), which oper-
ates under the remit of my Department, provides strategic and operational assistance to each 
Local Management Committee. 

My Department has recently written to the Chairperson of each SCP in relation to planning 
for the next cycle of the programme, including matters related to finance and contractual ar-
rangements. The NEWB has also issued the Retention Plan template for the year 1st September 
2013 to 31st   August 2014 to each project, along with detailed instructions for development of 
costed service proposals by the LMC.

In the development and delivery of the Retention Plan projects have been advised to con-
sider all elements of local expenditure and the measures necessary to reduce costs while pri-
oritising proven supports and interventions to the greatest extent possible. Each project should 
ensure that the outcome of its annual review, and the experience of programme management 
in the past year, are used to inform the development of an effective programme of supports to 
support the target group of young people. In the course of planning for the next cycle projects 
are required to consider their staffing arrangements in the context of the available budget and 
their proposed programme of activities. 

The diversity of the SCP programme delivery arrangements, and the variety in costs and 
activities, means that the required adjustment to remain within budget needs to be agreed and 
managed locally by the LMC. 

The National SCP team in the NEWB is available to assist and advise projects during this 
process.  

11/06/2013WRYY01750Child Detention Centres

11/06/2013WRYY01800866. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
outline the circumstances surrounding the situation on 5 June 2013, in which three young males 
absconded from the Oberstown boys school in Lusk, County Dublin; if she or the Irish Youth 
Justice Service have received a report on the issue; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27791/13]

11/06/2013WRYY01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can confirm 
that three boys currently serving a sentence of detention in Oberstown Boys School, Lusk, Co 
Dublin absconded from custody on the night of Monday, 3 June 2013. 

I am advised that in line with standard operational protocols, detailed descriptions and pho-
tographs of the three boys concerned were notified by Oberstown Boys School to an Garda 
Síochána. As of Monday 10 June, two of the boys involved had been apprehended by the Garda 
authorities and returned to Oberstown Boys School.

The Director of Oberstown Boys School has provided an initial report to the Oberstown 
Board of Management and the Irish Youth Justice Service, which is based in my Department, 
on this incident.  This report is currently being assessed.  

Some immediate actions have been implemented and, following consideration of the Di-
rector’s report and a full review of the incident by the Oberstown Board of Management and 
the Irish Youth Justice Service, any further required follow up actions will be implemented by 
management in Oberstown Boys School to ensure that the highest possible level of security is 
maintained. 
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11/06/2013WRYY01950Youth Services Expenditure

11/06/2013WRYY02000867. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of money her Department has spent on arts provision for young persons in after school 
settings in 2012 and 2013; if she will provide details of the projects funded and the amount they 
received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27797/13]

11/06/2013WRYY02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. Funding is 
also provided to 31 national and major regional voluntary organisations under the Youth Ser-
vice Grant Scheme.

While many projects funded under the schemes listed hereunder may have youth arts work-
ers in place and include drama, art and music in their programmes, the following funding provi-
sion is allocated to projects and organisations that have a particular focus on the Arts.

Programme 2012 Allocations 2013 Allocations

Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY) 363,338 331,084

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (1) 69,787 62,808

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (2) 100,046 148,188

Youth Service Grant Scheme 176,350 158,715

2012 Funding

Special Projects for Youth 

Project 2012 Grant

Galway Youth Theatre Project 49,792

Limerick Youth Theatre 60,721

Waterford Youth Arts 93,106

Little Red Kettle  72,542

The Blue Box Creative Learning Centre, Limerick 86,177

Total 362,338

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 1)

Project 2012 Grant

Gurranabraher Arts Project (GAP) 32,747

Arts Access Project 18,712

Youth Arts Access Programme 18,328

Total 69,787

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 2)

Project 2012 Grant

Ballymun Regional Youth Service, Youth Arts Worker 50,023

Youth Arts Worker  (based in Ballyogan, Dun Laoghaire) 50,023
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Project 2012 Grant

Total 100,046

 Youth Service Grant Scheme

Organisation 2012 Grant

National Association for Youth Drama 112,038

Young Irish Film Makers 64,312

Total 176,350

2013 Funding

Special Projects for Youth 

Project 2013 Grant

Galway Youth Theatre Project 49,792

Limerick Youth Theatre 54,649

Waterford Youth Arts 83,796

Little Red Kettle  65,288

The Blue Box Creative Learning Centre, Limerick 77,559

Total 331,084

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 1)

Project 2013 Grant

Gurranabraher Arts Project (GAP) 29,472

Arts Access Project 16,841

Youth Arts Access Programme 16,495

Total 62,808

 Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 2)

Project 2013 Grant

Ballymun Regional Youth Service, Youth Arts Worker * 103,168

Youth Arts Worker  (based in Ballyogan, Dun Laoghaire) 45,020

Total 148,188

* Funding for 4 part-time youth arts posts

 Youth Service Grant Scheme

Organisation 2013

National Association for Youth Drama 100,834

Young Irish Film Makers 57,881

Total 158,715

National Youth Arts Programme

In addition, Youth Affairs Unit provides funding for the National Youth Arts Programme. 
Funding is channelled through the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI).
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The National Youth Arts Programme is a partnership between Youth Affairs Unit, Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs, the Arts Council and the National Youth Council of Ireland 
(NYCI). The programme is delivered by the NYCI and is dedicated to the development and ad-
vancement of youth arts in Ireland. It aims specifically to realise the potential of young people 
through good quality arts practice in the Youth Service and to develop appropriate policies and 
activities at local, regional and national level.

The 2012 allocation for this programme was €47,320 and in 2013 €63,954 has been pro-
vided by my Department.  

11/06/2013WRYY02150Child Care Costs

11/06/2013WRYY02200868. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps her Department is taking to make child care more affordable for families; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27890/13]

11/06/2013WRYY02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware of 
the difficulties that parents face in meeting childcare costs.  Significant investment totalling in 
excess of €260 million is being provided this year by my Department to assist parents with the 
cost of childcare.

My Department provides two targeted childcare support programmes - the Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the Childcare Education and Training Support 
(CETS) programme - and also the universal Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) pro-
gramme.  

The CCS programme provides funding to community-based childcare services to enable 
them to provide childcare at reduced rates to parents in receipt of social welfare payments or 
on low or relatively modest incomes. For the purpose of the CCS programme, disadvantage 
and qualifying income are determined by reference to a range of means-tested allowances and 
payments including receipt of a social welfare payment, Family Income Supplement (FIS) and 
qualification for a medical or GP visit card.  Eligibility for a GP visit card is based on net in-
come and takes account of outgoings such as rent and mortgage repayments and other expenses 
including childcare costs and travelling expenses.  As a result, parents with middle incomes 
may also benefit from subvention.  

The CETS   programme provides €145 towards the weekly cost of full time childcare places 
to participating childcare services in both the community and commercial sectors for qualifying 
trainees and students.  Students on part-time courses are funded on a pro rata basis.

The ECCE programme provides one free  pre-school year to all eligible children in the year 
before commencing primary school. Children aged between 3 years 2 months and 4 years 7 
months at 1 September in the relevant year qualify for a maximum of 15 hours per week free 
pre-school provision over a 38 week period.  This is a universal programme to which all chil-
dren have access.

You may also be aware that, as part of Budget 2013, I announced with my colleague the 
Minister for Social Protection, a joint school age childcare initiative. This After-school Child-
care Programme, which represents a full year investment of €14 million, will provide important 
support to parents in low income families wishing to take up employment, by ensuring that 
some 6,000 quality after-school care places are provided to support children’s development.  

Eligibility for this programme is determined by the Department of Social Protection.  Of-
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ficials from the Department of Social Protection and my Department are continuing in close 
collaboration on the operation of the programme.   The first pilot phase has commenced with up 
to 500 childcare places available, with  Department of Social Protection local offices in Tralee, 
Mullingar, Dundalk, Cork City, Finglas, Kings Inn and Limerick City participating.  The second 
phase of the pilot will be rolled out in July, with the full roll-out of the programme in September 
2013, to coincide with the new school year.   

These programmes have been maintained and expanded despite the ongoing need to reduce 
Government expenditure and they represent a significant investment in supporting parents with 
the cost of childcare.    

11/06/2013WRYY02350UN Convention on Children’s Rights

11/06/2013WRYY02400869. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a timescale for Ireland’s submission of the State report to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27912/13]

11/06/2013WRYY02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Ireland ratified 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1992.  Ireland submitted our second progress 
report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2005/2006.  

Following the establishment of my Department in June 2011, I directed that a substantial 
progress report, combining the 3rd and 4th  reports , to cover the period 2006 to 2011 inclusive 
should be submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

An Inter-Departmental Liaison Group was established to prepare the report and a draft of 
the report was completed in December 2012. The report was sent to the Childrens Rights Alli-
ance for their observations in December 2012. On foot of this, officials of my Department and 
the Inter-Departmental Liaison Group met with the Childrens Rights Alliance and it’s mem-
ber organisations on 28 January, 2013. Following this meeting the Childrens Rights Alliance 
submitted initial observations to my Department on 8 February, followed by further observa-
tions on 25 February. These observations have now been considered by my Department. I have 
recently received the finalised report and I will bring it to Government shortly, in advance of 
submission to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. The report outlines the 
most significant developments for children and how Ireland has been implementing the main 
aims of the UN Convention during the period 2006 to 2011 inclusive. 

  Question No. 870 answered with Question No. 845.

11/06/2013WRYY02750Child Care Services Provision

11/06/2013WRYY02800871. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will reverse the decision to increase child ratios from 1:10 to 1:11 for services offering 
the early childhood care and education scheme following the responses from experts stating 
that this will further reduce quality standards; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[27923/13]

11/06/2013WRYY02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, which represents an annual investment of ap-
proximately €175 million, makes early learning in a formal setting available to eligible children 
in the year before they commence primary school. Participating childcare services provide 
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age-appropriate activities and programmes to children within a particular age cohort.  It is a 
fundamental principle of the programme that the pre-school year is provided free of charge to a 
parent whose child qualifies under the programme. 

The challenge for this Department and all other Departments is to make effective use of the 
limited resources which are now available.  While I am pleased that the ECCE programme is 
being maintained on a universal and free basis and that additional funding of almost €10m was 
provided in 2012 to meet the costs of demographic changes, it was necessary to make some 
changes to the capitation payments in the 2012/2013 academic year, to meet the need to reduce 
overall expenditure. 

The weekly capitation rates paid to providers were reduced by €2 (approximately 3%) from 
September 2012.  However, to give some flexibility to childcare services to manage this modest 
reduction, the staff to child ratios and the space ratios - for the pre-school element of childcare 
services only - were increased in September 2012.   The staff to child ratio was increased from 
a ratio of 1:10 to a ratio of 1:11 and, to facilitate the implementation of these new ratios, a new 
space/area requirement of 1.818 square metres per child was applied. 

While the ratio of staff to children is important, it was considered that an increase of 1 child 
per adult, from 10 to 11, would not have an unduly significant impact on the quality of the pre-
school experience.  

The increase in the ratio from 1:10 to 1:11 applies only to those children participating in the 
free pre-school year.  These children are all over the age of 3 years 2 months.  There was no 
amendment to the adult:child ratios applying to younger children.

      Question No. 872 answered with Question No. 845.

11/06/2013WRZZ00250Child Care Services Funding

11/06/2013WRZZ00300873. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason the 
full value of the community child care subvention programme is not available for citizens 
participating in the JobBridge scheme in view of the fact that her policy generally focuses con-
strained resources on assisting those citizens actively attempting to rejoin the paid workforce.  
[28095/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community childcare not-for-
profit services to enable them to charge reduced childcare rates to parents in receipt of social 
welfare payments or on low to middle incomes.  Community childcare services qualify for 
grant aid on the basis of the level of service they provide and the profile of the parents benefiting 
from their service.  Parents qualify for support under the CCS programme on the basis of their 
social welfare entitlement.  The JobBridge scheme, which is implemented by the Department of 
Social Protection, is a National Internship Scheme which provides work experience placement 
for unemployed people.  Participants in the JobBridge scheme receive a weekly allowance of 
€50 in addition to any social welfare entitlement they may have.

Participants in the JobBridge scheme do not, on the basis of participation in the scheme, 
automatically qualify for subvention under the CCS programme but qualify on the basis of 
their underlying social welfare entitlement.  For example, a parent who was in receipt of Job 
Seekers benefit and who holds a medical card qualifies for a subvention payment of €50 per 
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week towards the cost of full-time childcare.  If that parent enters the JobBridge scheme they 
will continue to be subvented at the rate of €50 per week for the duration of their participation 
in the scheme.  A parent entering the JobBridge scheme and having been in receipt of a social 
welfare payment that qualified them for the higher rate of subvention of €95 per week under 
the CCS programme would maintain that level of subvention support for the duration of their 
participation in the JobBridge scheme.

11/06/2013WRZZ00450Mobility Allowance Decision

11/06/2013WRZZ00500874. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding mobil-
ity allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [27221/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Following 
detailed consideration arising from the position of the Ombudsman regarding the legality of the 
mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes, the Government decided in Febru-
ary that the schemes could no longer continue and that an alternative must be devised.  Those 
that were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance continue to receive payment up to and including 
June.  A Review Group was tasked to seek solutions which will not run counter to the Equal 
Status Acts.  The Review Group’s interim report regarding the immediate issue of the closure 
of the schemes is under consideration by Government.

11/06/2013WRZZ00650National Substance Misuse Strategy

11/06/2013WRZZ00700875. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ac-
tion plan submission following the report of the steering group on National Substance Misuse 
Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27224/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ00800884. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health his plans with regard to alcohol 
firms and the sponsoring of sporting events; if he will provide specific details in terms of the 
actions he intends to take and the date when a ban will be enforced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27799/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ00900983. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the time frame for the imple-
mentation of minimum pricing for alcohol here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27412/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 875, 884 and 983 together.

Proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations in the Steering 
Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy 2012.  These proposals cover all of 
the areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing; controls on 
alcohol advertising and sponsorship; labelling of alcohol products, and measures on access 
and availability of alcohol.  The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these 
proposals and it is intended to bring forward a finalised package of proposals for consideration 
by Government shortly.  In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary 
Department of Health legislation is continuing.  A health impact assessment is being commis-
sioned in conjunction with Northern Ireland as part of the process of developing a legislative 
basis for minimum unit pricing.  The health impact assessment will study the impact of different 
minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.
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11/06/2013WRZZ01050National Maternity Hospital

11/06/2013WRZZ01100876. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that the Na-
tional Maternity Hospital at Holles Street is scheduled to relocate to St. Vincent’s Hospital, if 
the site will be turned over the Office of Public Works upon completion of the move; the use 
Holles Street building and facilities will be put to once the transfer is complete; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27309/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Construction of the National Maternity Hos-
pital on the St Vincent’s University Hospital campus is estimated to be completed by 2018.  On 
the transfer of the hospital services it is planned that the ownership of the premises at Holles 
Street will be ceded to the State.  At this early stage it would be premature to speculate as to the 
future use of the premises.

11/06/2013WRZZ01250Mobility Allowance Decision

11/06/2013WRZZ01300877. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the mobil-
ity allowance and the motorised transport grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26675/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01400881. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the procedures in place to support 
those persons affected by the cessation of the mobility allowance scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27605/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01500911. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for the mobility al-
lowance and the motorised transport grant in view of the Project Review Group interim report; 
the recommendations in the interim report; if he will provide an update on plans to replace these 
schemes; when he expects to receive the final report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27294/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01600916. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the date on which the project 
review group report on mobility allowance will be published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27311/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01700972. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the work being carried out by the project group appointed by him on 27 February 2013 to 
review the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance schemes; when he expects the 
review to be completed and new schemes put in place; his views on whether the review process 
will be complete prior to the current schemes ending; if he will reassure those currently in re-
ceipt of payments under these schemes that they will continue to receive their payments until 
the new schemes are put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27022/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ01800982. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
final payments have now been received, his plans for the mobility allowance and the motorised 
transport grant; the way recipients will be affected when current payments are scheduled to 
cease; if the review group has reported; the recommendations of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27403/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ019001023. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been 
made in developing replacement payments and supports for persons who are in receipt of mo-
bility allowance and motorised transport grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27746/13]
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11/06/2013WRZZ020001036. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health if he is planning a replacement 
scheme for the mobility allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27895/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 877, 881, 911, 916, 972, 982, 1023 and 1036 together.

Following detailed consideration arising from the position of the Ombudsman regarding 
the legality of the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes, the Government 
decided in February that the schemes could no longer continue and that an alternative must be 
devised.  The Government decided that payments of Mobility Allowance would continue for 
a further four months to those already in receipt.  An independently chaired Review Group 
was tasked to seek solutions which will not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The Review 
Group’s interim report regarding the immediate issue of the closure of the schemes is under 
consideration by Government.  At this stage, I am not in a position to pre-empt any decision 
Government may make.  However, I can assure the Deputies that the Government is aware of 
the needs of people with a disability relying on individual payments which support choice and 
independence and will take all of this into consideration when making a decision on future ar-
rangements.

11/06/2013WRZZ02150Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRZZ02200878. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health his policies in relation to ser-
vices for children and young people affected by autism and or autistic spectrum disorders; if he 
is looking at ways to make autism spectrum disorder specific services available; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26771/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, current Gov-
ernment policy advocates a mainstreaming approach to the provision of services and supports 
for people with disabilities including those with autism, whereby people with  disabilities have 
access to the same services as the general population, and in addition receive the appropriate 
supports and interventions to address individual needs.  The HSE completed a review of the 
autism services provided by the health sector for both children and adults with autism in 2012.  
Its National Review of Autism Services: Past, Present and Way Forward Report, reviews and 
identifies appropriate pathways of care for individuals with autism, given the existing diverse 
system of delivering services and varied approaches across the health sector.  It recommends a 
move to a more consistent model of service delivery in line with the Government’s mainstream-
ing policy of equal access for people with a disability to the appropriate service for their indi-
vidual needs.  It also recommends a reconfiguration of existing service provision, with access 
at the appropriate level, depending on need, through the primary care system, school age teams, 
and specialist intervention services as appropriate.  It endorses the reorganisation of services 
for children and young people under the Progressing Disabilities Services for Children and 
Young People(0-18s) Programme.  This Programme, established since 2010, aims to achieve a 
national unified approach to delivering disability health services, so that there is a clear path-
way for all children to the services they need regardless of where they live, what school they 
go to or the nature of their disability or developmental delay.  The Programme is rolling out at 
national, regional and local level and involves representatives from the health and education 
sectors, statutory and non-statutory service providers and parents working together to see how 
current services can best be re-organised.  Implementation of the Programme will have a posi-
tive impact on the provision of clinical services for all children, including those with autism, 
who require access to health related supports.

The National Review of Autism Services Report will be implemented, within existing re-
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sources and taking account of the need for greater efficiency and effectiveness in the current 
climate, and within the context of parallel initiatives including the Value for Money and Policy 
Review of Disability Services published in July 2012 and the Progressing Disability Services 
for Children and Young People (0-18) Programme.  The Children, Adolescents and Young Peo-
ple with Complex Disabilities Unit, led by a Principal Officer, was established in the Depart-
ment of Health in April 2012.  This important development aims to foster greater collaboration 
between the Departments of Health, Education and Skills and Children and Youth Affairs on 
children’s disability issues including autism and to build on the cross-sectoral working arrange-
ments that are already in place.

11/06/2013WRZZ02350Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRZZ02400879. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the funding for disabled school leavers in June 2013; and the impact on the funding for St 
Michael’s House and the Prosper Fingal Services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26829/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRZZ02550Birth Rates

11/06/2013WRZZ02600880. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the number of 
children who were born in Mullingar General Hospital in 2012 and the number born in West-
meath in 2012. [27366/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): According to the Central Statistics Office, 
there were 2,651 registered births in the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar in 2012. In addi-
tion, there were 2 domiciliary births registered where the mother’s home address was stated as 
Co. Westmeath.  Looking at births by mother’s area of residence, CSO figures show that there 
were 1,398 babies born in 2012 to mothers whose area of residence was Westmeath.  Data for 
2012 is by year of registration and is provisional.

  Question No. 881 answered with Question No. 877.

11/06/2013WRZZ02850Departmental Funding

11/06/2013WRZZ02900882. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the pressures been placed on the Irish Guide Dogs Association by cuts to their budget, if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the guide-dog assistance programme has had to be cur-
tailed as a result of these cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27721/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ030001033. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide real con-
sideration to the needs of the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind which is in need of an additional 
€500,000 to protect essential services; the amount of funding the organisation is currently re-
ceiving from the Health Service Executive; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that other 
peer organisations receive a much higher proportion of their funding on a statutory basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27887/13]
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11/06/2013WRZZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 882 and 1033 together.

The Department recognises the valuable contribution the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind 
makes to the provision of supports to people who are vision impaired.  The Irish Guide Dogs for 
the Blind are funded by the Health Service Executive and the Department has asked the HSE to 
provide the Deputy with details of the funding provided in the past number of years to the Irish 
Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Officials of the Department of Health met recently with the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind.  A number of issues including funding 
was discussed.  The Department indicated that additional funding is not available.

11/06/2013WRZZ03150Haddington Road Agreement Issues

11/06/2013WRZZ03200883. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will deal with the fol-
lowing matter (details supplied) regarding the Haddington Road Agreement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27795/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Public Service Stability Agreement 2013 
-2016 provides that public service pay and any related issues will not be revisited within the 
lifetime of the Agreement. However, when economic circumstances allow and the public fi-
nances are restored to a sustainable position, the pay measures that have applied to public 
servants will be reviewed, and in that regard, priority will be given to public servants with pay 
rates at €35,000 or less.  I recognise that the savings sought from the health service pay and 
pensions bill are extremely difficult and challenging for health staff, as indeed they are for all 
public servants.  They are however a necessary further contribution to the fiscal consolidation 
process required to restore the country’s economic sovereignty and bring current expenditure 
deficit under control.  If the proposals are accepted, it will be possible to achieve the required 
savings and major increases in public service productivity to secure the necessary reduction in 
the public service pay and pension bill.  In addition, the essential elements and protections of 
the Public Service Agreement will remain in place, which will secure industrial peace in the 
public service at a critical time on our path to economic sovereignty.

  Question No. 884 answered with Question No. 875.

11/06/2013WRZZ03450Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRZZ03500885. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will guarantee that the issue of 
the woman excluded from the Lourdes redress scheme will be sorted out prior to the summer 
recess; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27261/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A commitment was made in the Programme 
for Government to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age 
grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme.  The Scheme of Redress approved 
by Government in 2007 was a non-statutory, ex-gratia scheme.  Awards were determined by an 
independent Redress Board in 2007 and 2008.  My Department has been engaged in a review 
to identify the most appropriate mechanism to compensate these women.  This review has in-
cluded taking instructions and legal advice, including advice from the Office of the Attorney 
General, with a view to bringing proposals to Government for a decision.  I intend to bring these 
proposals to Government in due course.
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11/06/2013WRZZ03650Ambulance Service Staff

11/06/2013WRZZ03700886. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he will consider util-
ising the services of fire fighters employed full time or on a part time retainer, across the State 
in their capacity as trained emergency first responders as a back up to the ambulance service 
when there is a possibility that the ambulance on call cannot respond to an emergency within an 
acceptable time frame. [27136/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ038001055. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding fire fighters in County Meath; if he has concerns with this issue; if 
he has investigated the human resources elements to this question; if a closer working relation-
ship between both emergency services to the benefit of the patient will be developed; if the new 
centralised Ambulance Call Centre at Townsend Street and then Tallaght will be given specific 
guidelines regarding which emergency service to call out and if he will publish these guide-
lines? [28085/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 886 and 
1055 together.

Statutory pre-hospital emergency care services for the State are provided by the HSE Na-
tional Ambulance Service (NAS) and, on behalf of the NAS in the greater Dublin area, Dublin 
Fire Brigade.  Emergency first responders include voluntary service providers such as St John 
Ambulance Brigade of Ireland, Irish Red Cross and the Order of Malta Ireland, and community 
first responders who are certified at emergency first responder level.  A new policy in relation to 
first responders was approved on 27 March 2012.  It will ensure that the integration of cardiac 
first responder schemes into priority 999 call responses has a robust governance framework in 
place.

There are two types of priority emergency call-out in Ireland for the NAS.  ECHO calls are 
for situations involving life-threatening cardiac or respiratory arrest and DELTA calls involve 
life-threatening situations other than cardiac or respiratory arrest.  The national standard for 
addressing ECHO and DELTA calls is the EMS Priority Dispatch Standard, which is issued by 
the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC).  Under this standard, ECHO calls may 
be responded to by cardiac first responders, but DELTA calls require a minimum response of a 
trained emergency first responder.

The HSE NAS, through its national control centre reconfiguration project, is continuing 
to rationalise the number of ambulance control rooms across the country, with a target of one 
national system.  This project is focused on improving call taking and dispatch functions and 
on delivering improved technology.  This will assist in improving response times and will al-
low the NAS to deploy emergency resources in a much more effective and efficient manner, 
on a regional and national basis rather than within small geographic areas, ensuring the most 
appropriate response to an incident.

The control centre reconfiguration project is consistent with international best practice and 
is endorsed by HIQA as the most appropriate approach to improve the quality of services to pa-
tients and facilitate investment in technologically enabled service delivery.  The project is also 
a key element of Future Health:  A Strategic Framework for Health Reform in Ireland 2012-
2015.  The NAS will continue to use the same structured process to answer 999/112 calls and 
to prioritise responses, callers will continue to be asked for direction to incidents, and special 
mapping tools will be in the Emergency Operations Centre which can plot the location of the 
incidents on the map.  Responding crews can then be guided to the location in the normal way.  
In the later stages of this project, a new web-based satellite system will be introduced into all 
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emergency vehicles so that paramedics can see the same map as the staff in the Emergency 
Operations Centre.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputies, as these are service issues, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputies. 

11/06/2013WRZZ03950Hospital Appointments Administration

11/06/2013WRZZ04000887. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
seeking a hip replacement will be given priority at St. Michael’s Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, 
County Dublin; if an earlier appointment date is available; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [27126/13]

11/06/2013WRZZ04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is 
a key priority for the Government. Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU together 
with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP waiting list minimum dataset that allows 
for data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on a weekly basis and, for the first time, 
outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been 
set of 12 months for a first time consultant led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the 
HSE service plan.  The SDU/NTPF will work closely with hospitals towards achievement of 
the maximum waiting time.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s 
condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the mat-
ter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In relation to the specific hospital appointment 
query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply.

Question No. 888 withdrawn.

11/06/2013WRAAA00150Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRAAA00200889. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date in 
respect of a review of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27142/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRAAA00350Health Promotion Issues

11/06/2013WRAAA00400890. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the position 
regarding requirements on public transport companies in the public and private sector to have 
policies or take action on the provision or erection of public health notices on buses and trains, 
encouraging customers to prevent the spread of germs by using a tissue when coughing or 
sneezing; if there are already legal requirements on such companies to do so; the person who 
enforces same; and if he will request our transport companies to take action regarding same.  
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[27155/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are no requirements on public com-
panies to provide public health information as a matter of course.  However, in the event of a 
high risk to public health information materials will be widely distributed. During the SARS 
pandemic in 2003 all public transport companies operating on cross border routes displayed in-
formation notices in several languages.  Information notices were also distributed on all flights 
and ferries arriving in the State. During the Influenza A (H1N1) pandemic in 2009 visual alerts 
regarding optimum hygiene and infection control measures were widely displayed in public 
places, offices and many transport services.  Radio and Television media also provided air-time 
without charge for these important public health announcements.  Infection control posters and 
information are available to download from www.hpsc.ie.

11/06/2013WRAAA00550Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRAAA00600891. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a European medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27166/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRAAA00750Hospice Services

11/06/2013WRAAA00800892. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
opening the 24 bed Blanchardstown Hospice, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27172/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRAAA00950Hospital Services

11/06/2013WRAAA01000893. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 216 of 23 May 2013, the alternative available to patients who urgently require a video EEG 
monitoring test in the absence of the Epilepsy Monitoring Unit being opened at Beaumont Hos-
pital Dublin [27184/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has advised that the planned open-
ing date for the Epilepsy Monitoring Unit in Beaumont Hospital is 17th June 2013.  Three of 
the five staff nurses required to provide the continuous care for this service have commenced 
work in Beaumont Hospital and recruitment is ongoing for the remaining two posts.  The unit 
will initially open with two beds, with the full complement of four opened when the balance of 
the staff is in place.  Three technician posts required to support the service have been filled,  and 
it is envisaged that the consultant neurophysiologist will commence in July 2013.
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11/06/2013WRAAA01150Proposed Legislation

11/06/2013WRAAA01200894. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the Medical Practitioners (Amendment) (Medical Indemnity Insurance) Bill 2013.  [27190/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The purpose of the Medical Practitioners 
(Amendment) (Medical Indemnity Insurance) Bill 2013 is to make it mandatory, for registra-
tion purposes, for all medical practitioners engaged in the practice of medicine to have adequate 
medical indemnity insurance. Parliamentary Counsel has been appointed and drafting of the 
Bill is at an advanced stage. Officials in my Department are in regular contact with the Attorney 
General’s Office regarding this Bill, which is on the ‘A’ List of the Government’s Legislative 
Programme for the Summer 2013 Parliamentary session.

11/06/2013WRAAA01350Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRAAA01400895. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if personal hours will be rein-
stated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27235/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRAAA01550Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision

11/06/2013WRAAA01600896. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he has considered pro-
viding IVF treatment funded and delivered by the public health system. [27266/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA01700899. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
fair that women requiring IFV treatment when no other treatment is likely to be effective in as-
sisting human reproduction can only avail of such treatment through the private health service.  
[27269/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 896 and 899 
together.

Assisted Human Reproduction treatment (AHR) is not provided or funded by the public 
health system; such treatment is available from clinics that operate privately.  Patients who ac-
cess these services privately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for 
medical expenses scheme.  In addition, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility 
treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme administered by the Health Service Execu-
tive.  Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist 
and authorised by the High Tech Liaison Officers.  The cost of the medicines is reflected in the 
PCRS Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments under High Tech Drugs.  Patients may then 
use their valid established eligibility for GMS or Drug Payment Scheme, as appropriate, to ac-
cess the medicines.  I am conscious of the financial burden that fertility services can place on 
the couples concerned; however, this matter has to be considered in the context of the difficult 
economic situation that prevails and the other compelling funding demands across a full range 
of health issues.
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11/06/2013WRAAA01850Assisted Human Reproduction Data

11/06/2013WRAAA01900897. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of women 
here that received IVF treatment in 2012. [27267/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that there is no 
national repository for statistics of the type she has requested.  However, statistics on Assisted 
Human Reproduction (AHR) and births following AHR in Ireland are available from the Eu-
ropean Society of Embryology and Human Reproduction (ESHRE).  The most recent statistics 
published by ESHRE concern data for 2008, and showed that in Ireland a total of 1,740 IVF 
cycle treatments took place in that year.  The data showed that 873 infants were born in 2008 as 
a result of fertility treatment.  Information is not available on the number of women concerned.  
The Deputy, however, may wish to note these statistics come from five reporting clinics and not 
all fertility clinics operating in Ireland participate in this data collection process.

11/06/2013WRAAA02050Assisted Human Reproduction Services Expenditure

11/06/2013WRAAA02100898. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual cost to the 
Exchequer for the provision of IVF treatment to suitable candidates through the public health 
system. [27268/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, IVF treatment 
is not currently provided or funded by the public health system.  However, a defined list of 
fertility medicines is covered under the High Tech Scheme administered by the Health Service 
Executive.  The cost of the medicines is reflected in the PCRS Statistical Analysis of Claims 
and Payments under High Tech Drugs, and patients may use their valid established eligibility 
for GMS or Drug Payment Scheme, as appropriate, to access the medicines.  As the specific 
information requested by the Deputy concerns a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

  Question No. 899 answered with Question No. 896.

11/06/2013WRAAA02350Medical Card Eligibility

11/06/2013WRAAA02400900. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will review the 
decision to refuse a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27274/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRAAA02550Medicinal Products Availability

11/06/2013WRAAA02600901. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will consider re-
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versing the decision of the National Centre for Pharmaeconomics decision to cease providing 
Pirfenidone to patients with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis. [27275/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02700902. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the additional annual cost 
to the Health Service Executive budget for more frequent and longer hospital stays arising from 
the National Centre for Pharmaeconomics decision to cease providing Pirfenidone to patients 
with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis. [27276/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02800941. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the position 
regarding supply and or availability of medication (details supplied) under the various drug 
schemes; if such medication is available under any circumstances; the extra documentation 
necessary to support a case for inclusion of this medication under current schemes; if there is 
an appeal process; if there is an alternative approved medication; if guidance will be offered on 
the way this necessary medication to curtail this life threatening illness can be obtained; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26844/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 901, 902 and 941 together.

The HSE has received an application for the inclusion of pirfenidone in the GMS and com-
munity drugs schemes.  The application is being considered in line with the procedures and 
timescales agreed last year by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceu-
tical Healthcare Association (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines.  In accordance with 
these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) conducted a pharma-
coeconomic evaluation of pirfenidone and concluded that, at the submitted price, pirfenidone 
is not cost-effective for the treatment of patients with mild to moderate idiopathic pulmonary 
fibrosis. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie).  The NCPE report is an 
important input to assist decision making and informs further discussions between the HSE and 
the manufacturer of the drug.

The HSE has had negotiations with Intermune (the manufacturer of pirfenidone) in relation 
to the pricing of pirfenidone and is examining an offer made by Intermune.  The offer will be 
assessed in the context of the procedures for the assessment of new medicines as per the 2012 
agreement between IPHA, the HSE and the Department of Health.  The HSE is carefully con-
sidering all the issues which arise in relation to the proposed benefits and costs of this medicine 
and expects to reach a decision in the near future.

11/06/2013WRAAA02950Vaccination Programme

11/06/2013WRAAA03000903. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will consider extending 
the HPV vaccination programme to boys in view of the link between the virus and head and 
neck cancer; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this type of cancer is the sixth most 
common cancer in men and the sixteenth most common in women; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27286/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): International studies and scientific assess-
ments suggest that the best way to prevent most disease due to HPV is to vaccinate as many 
girls and women as possible.  Routine vaccination is not recommended for boys.  According to 
research carried out by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, the burden of 
disease associated with HPV 16/18 in males is small, as it is related to some anogenital and head 
and neck cancers and the efficacy of vaccines for the prevention of these relatively rare cancers 
is not yet known.  Following an evaluation of the HPV vaccine in the Irish context, the National 
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Immunisation Advisory Committee recommended that all girls of 12 years of age should be of-
fered HPV vaccination.

11/06/2013WRAAA03150Medicinal Products Expenditure

11/06/2013WRAAA03200904. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the total cost of antidepressant 
medication to the health system, both community and in hospital, respectively, in 2012; the 
steps which are being taken to reduce the prescribing of such medication; if he will consider 
providing PCRS the flexibility to fund talk therapies as an alternative to prescribing drugs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27287/13]

11/06/2013WRAAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRBBB00150Prescriptions Data

11/06/2013WRBBB00200905. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the total number of general 
practitioners with access to their online on-individualized prescribing report; the number of 
GPs who have accessed this resource in the last available monthly period; if he will outline 
what his Department’s definition is of an active user of this resource and the number of GPs 
who fall into this category; the total cost of GP medicine prescribing to the health system; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27288/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRBBB00350Prescriptions Data

11/06/2013WRBBB00400906. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number 
of general practitioners who had a benzodiazepine prescribing regime which was greater than 
that of the standardised national profile as developed by PCRS as indicated in its report to GPs 
in January 2012; the corresponding figures for the second snapshot of benzodiazepine claims 
circulated to GPs in 2012 and to date in 2013; when the subsequent snapshots were generated 
and circulated; the total saving to date as a result of this snapshot prescribing comparison; the 
specific steps which have been taken to deal with persistent outliers, the numbers involved, and 
the total cost of benzodiazepine prescribing in such cases; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27289/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the administration of the GMS scheme and the cost of benzodiaz-
epine prescribing within that scheme. The HSE has therefore been asked to examine this matter 
and I will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible with this information.   

11/06/2013WRBBB00550Medicinal Products Expenditure

11/06/2013WRBBB00600907. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the specific 
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steps which are being taken to address hospital inpatient prescribing of benzodiazepines; the 
total cost of such drugs in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27290/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRBBB00750Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRBBB00800908. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the 17 diabetes integrat-
ed care posts, nine podiatry posts and 4.2 paediatric diabetes posts which have been sanctioned, 
will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27291/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRBBB00950Chronic Disease Management Programme

11/06/2013WRBBB01000909. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service Ex-
ecutive national integrated care model for diabetes is due to be commenced; the timeline for the 
complete roll out of this programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27292/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB01100910. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to include chronic 
disease management under the GP GMS contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27293/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 909 and 910 together.

The HSE is developing integrated chronic disease management programmes to improve 
patient access and to manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, result-
ing in best health outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.  Guidelines are being developed for the following priority programmes relevant to 
primary care:  Stroke; Heart Failure; Asthma; Diabetes; and COPD.  

The National Integrated Care Diabetes Programme is being rolled out on a phased basis 
including:

- National Retinopathy Screening;

- A foot care screening and treatment service to prevent diabetic foot ulceration and lower 
limb amputation;

- An Integrated Care Programme for all patients with diabetes;

- A National Diabetes Register; and

- The introduction of a National Model of Care for children and young adults with Type 1 
diabetes and the implementation of continuous subcutaneous insulin infusion therapy for chil-
dren under 5 years with type 1 diabetes.

It is expected to take approximately three years to fully roll out the National Integrated Care 
Diabetes Programme.
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The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is antici-
pated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.

Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 podiatrists and a number of these posts have 
been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts is underway and the aim is to have them filled 
as soon as possible in 2013.

The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a new General Medical 
Services (GMS) General Practitioner (GP) contract with an increased emphasis on the manage-
ment of chronic conditions, such as diabetes and cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that 
the new contract, when finalised, will focus on prevention and will include a requirement for 
GPs to provide care as part of integrated multidisciplinary Primary Care Teams.

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up a 
new contract.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to the management of chronic condi-
tions, including diabetes, will be considered as part of the new GMS contract.

  Question No. 911 answered with Question No. 877.

11/06/2013WRBBB01350Departmental Investigations

11/06/2013WRBBB01400912. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the current 
status of the records held by the Laffoy commission into vaccine trials; if he will ensure that 
these records remain intact in order to assist with future compensation claims; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27295/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In 2000, the then 
Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Health was asked to undertake an inquiry into the 
involvement of residents of certain child care homes in a number of clinical trials of vaccines 
in the 1960s and 1970s. During the course of his inquiry a limited amount of personal informa-
tion was received by the Department in relation to participants in two of these trials, one at the 
Mother and Baby Unit in Cork in 1960/61 and a second in 1973 at the Bird’s Nest and the Cot-
tage Home, both in Dun Laoghaire. 

This information was subsequently made available by my Department to the Commission 
to Inquire into Child Abuse (originally known as the Laffoy Commission and later as the Ryan 
Commission).  The Commission put extensive procedures in place to provide information to 
individuals who suspected that they may have been involved in such trials.  Persons who were 
resident in the above named homes and who wish to ascertain if the Department holds clinical 
trials vaccination records in respect of them, may do so by contacting my Department. I would 
emphasise, however, that my Department holds few records relating to persons involved in such 
trials. 

As there is no evidence that any of the persons vaccinated in accordance with the arrange-
ments referred to in the Question were adversely affected, the issue of compensation does not 
arise.
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11/06/2013WRBBB01550Vaccination Programme

11/06/2013WRBBB01600913. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number 
of adverse reactions and severe adverse reactions to each vaccine administered under the State 
funded vaccination programme in each of the past five years; the number of cases settled with 
the State claims agency and the number pending for each vaccine; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27296/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Responsibility for recording adverse events 
rests with the licensing authority for medicines. The competent authority for licensing and safe-
ty of all medicines licensed in Ireland, including vaccines is the Irish Medicines Board (IMB).  
The IMB has advised that the information requested by the Deputy is being collated and will be 
forwarded to him as soon as it is available. 

Since 2010 the State Claims Agency has had statutory responsibility to manage the public 
liability claims made against the Health Service Executive.  I am advised by the SCA that there 
have been two cases relating to vaccines.  One claim involving MMR vaccine which is cur-
rently on appeal to the Supreme Court following a hearing in the High Court in July 2011 where 
the plaintiff’s case was dismissed. The second case is ongoing and relates to celevapan vaccine.

11/06/2013WRBBB01750Vaccination Programme

11/06/2013WRBBB01800914. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the es-
tablishment of a compensation fund for the parents of vaccine-damaged children; when a deci-
sion will be made on the implementation of the recommendations of this report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27297/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department is currently examining the 
recommendations of the Vaccine Damage Steering Group. However, this issue is complex and 
needs to be considered in the wider context of how best to address the long term health and 
social needs of people who may have experienced adverse outcomes from other health services.

11/06/2013WRBBB01950Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRBBB02000915. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the total number of new school 
leavers and those exiting RT with a learning disability in 2013 who require a placement; the cost 
of the provision of these additional placements; if he will provide a breakdown by Health Ser-
vice Executive region and PCCC area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27301/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Although the 
2013 allocation for disability services has been reduced by 1.2%, the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) National Service Plan includes an additional €4m to provide training places and day 
services for school-leavers and Rehabilitative/Lifeskills Training (RT) graduates in 2013.  This 
funding will be allocated to each HSE Region based on its percentage of population.  Both the 
voluntary sector and the HSE are committed to the best use of the funding in a creative and 
flexible manner so as to secure as many places as possible for this cohort.  

The HSE expects that approximately 700 young people who have finished their education 
or life-skills training will require services in 2013.  Providing the level of services required for 
everyone, within the additional funding, will continue to be a challenge. Work in this area will 
be progressed largely in line with the HSE guidance document developed in 2012, which led to 
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the successful placement of 99% of RT graduates and 96% of school leavers last year.

The National Disability Unit in the HSE is liaising with the Regional Leads for Disability 
Services on a cohesive and collaborative approach, in conjunction with the non-statutory ser-
vice providers, to meeting the needs of school leavers and RT graduates within the resources 
available. As part of the planning process work is underway to establish the number of school 
leavers and RT graduates who require a placement, identify their needs and determine how 
those needs may be met.

It is envisaged that plans will be completed for each region shortly and submitted to Area 
Managers, Regional Specialists and Regional Director of Operations for agreement.  Arising 
from completed and approved plans, a communication process will be agreed with service pro-
viders to inform families of the services that will be available from September 2013. 

With regard to the specific information requested by the Deputy on the final number of 
school-leavers and RT graduates in each HSE Region and PCCC area who will require a place, 
the number of new places which will be required and the cost of providing these places, I have 
asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy as soon as the planning process is completed and 
the information has been collated.

  Question No. 916 answered with Question No. 877.

11/06/2013WRBBB02250Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRBBB02300917. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork who has incurable lymphoma has been refused a medical card; if he will 
reconsider this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26637/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRBBB02450Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRBBB02500918. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26638/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 
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11/06/2013WRBBB02650Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRBBB02700919. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the investigation undertaken by his Department into a matter raised on 19 December 2012 
regarding the provision of ambulance service in County Donegal; the specific measures and ac-
tions taken by his Department as a result of this investigation; if he will give assurances that all 
appropriate action has been taken to prevent such an incident from reoccurring in future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26654/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service carried out 
an investigation and review of the incident to which the Deputy refers, using the HSE’s Incident 
Review Methodology.  

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is an operational matter, it has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRBBB02850Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRBBB02900920. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will get their wheelchair serviced; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26676/13]

11/06/2013WRBBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC00150Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRCCC00200921. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 7 will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26695/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRCCC00350Hospital Appointments Administration

11/06/2013WRCCC00400922. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding orthopaedic 
surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick [26698/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and day case 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
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tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRCCC00550Health Services Staff Numbers

11/06/2013WRCCC00600923. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the 
Health Service Executive has any plans to implement redundancies in the near future; and if so, 
will they be targeted at certain groups of person that is working mothers and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26699/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The health service is required to achieve a 
workforce of 98,955 whole time equivalents (WTEs) by the end of 2013.  It is therefore nec-
essary to pursue staff reductions throughout 2013 through natural turnover (retirements and 
resignations) and targeted measures. 

On 1st May 2013 my Department  issued a circular to the HSE, authorising the introduction 
of a Targeted Voluntary Redundancy (VR) Scheme in the HSE and in organisations funded by 
the HSE under Section 38 of the Health Act 2004.  The purpose of this scheme is to facilitate the 
HSE and such organisations to achieve a permanent reduction of up 1,500 WTE, in the numbers 
employed in the public health sector from 2013 onwards and to facilitate ongoing health sector 
reform.  

The scheme will give managers greater flexibility in implementing the measures needed to 
remain within reduced budgets and staffing ceilings.  It will be implemented by the HSE on 
a rolling basis as appropriate areas and functions are identified. Areas and functions will be 
targeted where, due to reorganisation or workplace reform, there is scope to reduce employee 
numbers. Parental status or other such criteria will not be used as basis for selection. Employ-
ees in the areas targeted will be given an opportunity to avail of the scheme.  There will be no 
automatic right to redundancy.

11/06/2013WRCCC00750Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRCCC00800924. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health his views on the waiting list in 
the orthopaedic Department of a hospital in County Galwa; if he will examine with specific ref-
erence to the long waiting time experienced by a person (details supplied) in County Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26759/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 
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In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRCCC00950Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRCCC01000925. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if there is a mental health profes-
sional in each local health authority area designated to deal with referrals regarding autism and 
autism spectrum disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26762/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC01150Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRCCC01200926. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the cost of speech and language services and occupational therapy services in general, and, for 
those diagnosed with autism and autism spectrum disorders in each Health Service Executive 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26763/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have asked officials in my Department to 
compile this information. When this information is compiled, I will forward it to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC01350Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRCCC01400927. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the diagnostic tools that are used 
in assessments by the State when autism or autism spectrum disorders are being diagnosed; if 
there is a State approved list of diagnostic tools; if a consistent approach is used across the State 
and the factors that determine which model is used; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26764/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Autism is 
a disability that affects the normal development of the brain in areas of social interaction and 
communication. It is described as a spectrum disorder that can have a varied presentation of 
characteristics ranging from mild to severe. The first signs of autism may appear as devel-
opmental delay before the age of 3.  Many individuals with autism, due to the complexity of 
their presentation, may have a primary diagnosis of intellectual disability or mental health co-
morbidity.

Significant resources have been invested in recent years in services for children with autism. 
This has been driven principally by the increase in the number of children presenting with au-
tism.  In addition, there is now an increased awareness of the importance of early intervention 
for children with developmental delay and autism. 

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 entitles people with a disability, including those with au-
tism, to an independent assessment of need and a statement of proposed services to be provided.  
It was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children under the age of five. There has been a 
very significant rise in overall activity around the assessment process in recent years. However, 
the assessment process under the Disability Act does not have to take place in advance of in-
tervention, but can take place in parallel with any intervention which is identified as necessary. 
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The manner in which assessments of need are carried out and the use of appropriate diag-
nostic tools are service matters for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly, I have arranged 
for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC01550Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRCCC01600928. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive appointment dates for dental treatment and orthodontic treatment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26776/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRCCC01750Departmental Legal Costs

11/06/2013WRCCC01800929. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the financial systems 
in the Health Service Executive do not allow for detailed breakdown of those who received le-
gal fees from 2008 to 2011 in excess of €157 million; if this information will become available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26680/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have requested the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific issues raised.

11/06/2013WRCCC01950Diabetes Strategy

11/06/2013WRCCC02000930. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the de-
velopment of diabetes health services in counties Longford/Westmeath; if the Health Service 
Executive will fill sanctioned posts in critical areas of diabetes care, particularly in the areas of 
integrated diabetes care and footcare/podiatrist post in Mullingar hospital, County Westmeath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26799/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Inte-
grated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will 
improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, 
resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is antici-
pated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.

Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 podiatrists and a number of these posts have 
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been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts is underway and the aim is to have them filled 
as soon as possible in 2013.

In relation to the filling of Diabetes posts in specific areas, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

11/06/2013WRCCC02150Medical Card Eligibility

11/06/2013WRCCC02200931. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding plans 
to implement free general practitioner visit cards for under-fives; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26801/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its 
first term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy 
framework. This policy constitutes a fundamental element in the Government’s health reform 
programme. There has been no change to the Government’s over-arching commitment to this 
goal. This Government is the first in the history of this State to have committed itself to imple-
menting a universal GP service for the entire population. 

Having examined the progress made in the universal GP care plan, it became clear that 
the legal and administrative framework required to provide a robust basis for eligibility for a 
GP service based on having a particular medical condition is likely to be overly complex and 
bureaucratic for a short-term arrangement. Relatively complex primary legislation would be 
required in order to provide a GP service to a person on the basis of their having a particular 
illness. The assessment system for such an approach would have to be robust, objective and 
auditable in order to have the confidence of this House as well as the general public. This legis-
lation would have to address how a person could be certified as having such an illness, and who 
could do this, and how to select the diagnostic basis for medical conditions. As well as primary 
legislation, there would be a need for secondary legislation to give full effect to this approach 
for each condition. While it would not be impossible to achieve this, it would take several 
months more to finalise the primary legislation, followed then by the preparation of statutory 
instruments. In my view, this would entail putting in place a cumbersome legal and administra-
tive infrastructure to deal with what is only a temporary first phase on the way to universal GP 
service to the entire population. 

The Cabinet Committee on Health has discussed the issues relating to the delay in the initial 
step of the roll-out of the universal GP service. In doing so, it has considered the importance 
of weighing the balance between, on the one hand, resolving the legal issues but with a further 
delay and, on the other hand, with the need to bring forward an important Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment with the minimum of further delay. 

No decision has been taken by the Cabinet Committee or by Government on changing the 
first step of the plan to extend GP care without fees to persons with chronic illnesses. Instead, 
it has been agreed that we should prepare and set out a number of alternative options with 
regard to the phased implementation of a universal GP service without fees.  Minister Reilly 
and I expect to report back to the Cabinet Committee in the near future. As part of this work, 
consideration will be given to the approaches, timing and financial implications of the phased 
implementation of this universal health service.  

The Government has already made clear its commitment to delivering on the implementa-
tion of a GP service for the entire population by providing additional financial resources in the 
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two most recent Budgets. The HSE Vote now contains funding of €30 million for this year for 
an initial phase of the provision of GP services as part of this Programme for Government com-
mitment.

To conclude, far from abandoning its commitment to universal GP care, this Government is 
determined to expedite the implementation of a national GP service for the entire population, 
something to which no previous Government has ever aspired. 

11/06/2013WRCCC02350Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRCCC02400932. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the person (details supplied) has 
a place at St. Michael’s House training centre, Coolock, when they leave St. Michael’s House 
School in Raheny, Dublin; if not, the reason for same; and the steps he intends to take to address 
it.  [26691/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC02550Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2013WRCCC02600933. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will explain the cutbacks in the 
budget allocation to St Michael’s House; and the way they are expected to deliver appropriate 
services to young adults with disabilities in view of the fact that they have to reduce places as a 
result of cutbacks and staffing shortages. [26692/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRCCC02750Hospital Appointments Administration

11/06/2013WRCCC02800934. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date 
in arranging an appointment for a neurosurgical procedure in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26804/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRCCC02950HSE Properties



11 June 2013

668

11/06/2013WRCCC03000935. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if his Department will ensure that 
any moneys raised through the sale of the Ballyfermot health centre site, Dublin, will be ring 
fenced and used solely to fund Health Service Executive community based projects in the Bal-
lyfermot area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26824/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The proceeds of sales of surplus properties 
must be surrendered to the Exchequer unless prior approval has been received from Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) for the specific use of the proceeds.  Currently the 
Health Service Executive has DPER approval to use the proceeds of disposals of surplus assets 
to deliver infrastructure for mental health services.  

Any capital development including any community health based projects in the Ballyfermot 
area must be considered in the context of the overall HSE Capital Plan.  This is a multi-annual 
programme which is developed over a rolling five year period.  In drawing up its capital pro-
gramme for the  2014-2018 period, the HSE is required to prioritise capital infrastructure proj-
ects including community based health projects within its overall capital funding allocation.   
There will always be more construction projects than can be funded by the Exchequer.  

11/06/2013WRCCC03150Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRCCC03200936. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
provided) in County Longford will receive an appointment at Tullamore General Hospital, 
County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26822/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRCCC03350Accident and Emergency Departments Closures

11/06/2013WRCCC03400937. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will defer any 
decision on the cutting of accident and emergency services at Bantry General Hospital, County 
Cork, currently scheduled for 8 July, for a further 12 months until a full process of consultation 
with all relevant stakeholders, as outlined in the Future Care document, has been completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26823/13]

11/06/2013WRCCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.
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11/06/2013WRDDD00150Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRDDD00200938. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health in relation to the filling of the 
414 posts for community mental health services committed to in the Health Service Executive 
National Service Plan 2012, the number of these positions that have been filled by existing HSE 
staff members; his plans regarding the back-filling of the positions these staff members have 
vacated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26834/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD00300995. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the amount of the €35 million 
that was spent on mental health services [27530/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 938 and 995 together.

In 2012, a special allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily to 
further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health 
services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of 
psychological and counselling services in primary care, and to facilitate the transfer of mental 
health service users from institutional to community based care.  414 posts were approved to 
implement this €35m package of special measures.  

Candidates for these new posts were asked on application to include details of their current 
employer.  However, at the appointment stage this data may not be current and cannot be vali-
dated.  Accordingly, it is not possible to indicate the number of the successful candidates who 
were already employed by the HSE.  

It is currently the responsibility of the HSE Regional Directors of Operations (RDO) to 
decide within the context of their current resources, whether to fill vacancies that may arise as 
a result of the appointment of an individual to the mental health development posts from 2012.  
Each RDO has been asked to consider favourably the backfilling of posts vacated by the ap-
pointment of individuals to new mental health development posts to ensure that the objective 
of enhancing General Adult and Child and Adolescent Community Mental Health Teams will 
be maintained.

As at 30th April, 2013, 383 of the 414 posts approved in 2012 have either been filled, are 
under offer or awaiting clearance.  The National Recruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE cre-
ates national panels in anticipation of vacancies.  On occasion however, it is difficult to fill 
some posts for various reasons including geographical location, international shortage of some 
grades, most notably clinical Psychologists etc.  The NRS  is currently working to ensure that 
the remaining posts will be filled as soon as possible, subject to appropriately qualified candi-
dates being available.  

Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of the 2012 funding, but this 
sum is available again this year along with a further additional €35m which was provided in 
Budget 2013 for the continued development of mental health services across a range of head-
ings, including the further ongoing development of community services.  477 posts have been 
approved to implement these measures.  Each of the four HSE regions were asked to submit a 
business case against each of the identified objectives detailing how the funding is to be spent 
and the type and number of WTE to be recruited.

Approval has issued to three of the Regions, HSE Dublin North East, HSE South and HSE 
West and it is expected that approval will issue to the remaining HSE Region shortly to enable 
recruitment to commence.
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I have received assurances from the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts be-
ing funded in 2013, and any outstanding  posts from the 414 approved in 2012, is being given 
priority within the HSE.

11/06/2013WRDDD00450Hospital Appointment Status

11/06/2013WRDDD00500939. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be provided with an appointment at South Infirmary Victoria University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26865/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRDDD00650Nursing Home Services

11/06/2013WRDDD00700940. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on submissions 
(details supplied) regarding nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26840/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I refer the 
Deputy to my replies to Parliamentary Questions Numbers 674, 676 and 677 of 28 May 2013.  

In addition I would like to advise the Deputy that both the Health Information and Quality 
Authority and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are separately addressing the operational 
issues raised in the submissions directly with the sector.

Question No. 941 answered with Question No. 901.

11/06/2013WRDDD00925Health Services Staff Issues

11/06/2013WRDDD01000942. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on the progress being 
made in the current negotiations between SIPTU acting for home help carers and the Health 
Service Executive; the measures being taken to provide a positive outcome, ensuring that home 
help workers employed by the HSE continue to provide the invaluable service to vulnerable 
persons in our society. [26871/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD011001022. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that all Health 
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Service Executive homehelp workers are in receipt of written contracts giving them the same 
statutory rights and conditions as full time workers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27698/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 942 and 
1022 together.

The Government recognises the value of the home help service in enabling people, who 
otherwise might need to be placed in long term residential care, to remain at home.  It is also a 
vital support to older people in facilitating their early discharge from, and in preventing inap-
propriate admissions to, acute hospitals. 

The HSE, equally, recognises the importance of home help and home care in supporting 
older persons to live in their own homes and communities, in accordance with Government 
policy. The 2013 National Service Plan includes the provision of 10.3 million hours of home 
help service, the same level as planned for in 2012.

The number of hours worked by home helps varies according to service needs, given that 
the home help service requires a unique set of arrangements to achieve the level of flexibility 
required. On 29 June 2012, the Labour Court recommended that the HSE and SIPTU should en-
gage in relation to matters concerning the contracts of home helps. Subsequently, on 16th Octo-
ber 2012, it identified mechanisms to define specified hours and protocols to be followed where 
specified hours are not met as issues to be addressed. At a further hearing on 12th  December 
2012, it noted that management proposals to deal with these issues would be encompassed in a 
comprehensive delivery model for home help services. 

The parties subsequently met on a number of occasions under the auspices of the Labour 
Relations Commission, most recently on 30th April. While significant progress was made on 
a range of contractual matters, the Commission is referring a number of outstanding issues, 
including a revised contract for all home helps, back to the Labour Court.

11/06/2013WRDDD01250Departmental Staff Training

11/06/2013WRDDD01300943. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in 
tabular form, the details of all overseas training and development courses provided to staff of 
his Department and the Health Service Executive, and funded by the State, for the years 2011 
and 2012; the names of each course; the number of officials who attended; the cost per head; 
the overall cost; and the same details for those courses provided domestically and costing more 
than €5,000 per head; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26885/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Details of all funded overseas training and 
development courses provided to staff in my Department for 2011 and 2012, including courses 
in excess of €5,000 provided domestically are set out in the following table.  The figures for 
Domestic fees in 2011 and 2012 are in respect of the ‘refund of fees’ scheme in my Department 
whereby staff partake in a programme during the academic year in their own time.

It is essential that senior Officials in my Department take part in training courses and pro-
grammes so they can manage more effectively the numerous challenges which face my De-
partment and our Health System now and into the future.  Senior managers who attend such 
programmes are positioned in important areas where it is necessary to be equipped with the 
skills and knowledge required for high level leadership, negotiation, policy making and deci-
sion making. This modest investment pays dividends in the medium and long term, with the 
main beneficiary being our Health System. 
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Department of Health - Training and Development overseas and domestic 2011 and 2012

2011 Name of Course Number of officers Fee pp € Total Fee €
Overseas Leadership Challenge. Institute of Public Administration 

(IPA) - residential in Ireland and Harvard University
2 7,300 14,600

Oxford Programme on Negotiation. UK 2 7,308 14,616
Domestic PHD in Health Service Research - Trinity College 1 6,085 6,085

Msc in Health Service Management - Trinity College 1 8,750 8,750
M EconSc in Policy Analysis - IPA 2 6,450 12,900

2012
Overseas Oxford Programme on Negotiation. UK 4 8,244 32,976

Young Ireland Programme. Scotland 1 1,650 1,650
Domestic M EconSc in Policy Analysis -IPA 3 8,950 26,850

11/06/2013WRDDD01450Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRDDD01500944. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Westmeath may expect admission to the neuro-surgical department, Beaumont Hos-
pital, Dublin [26891/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRDDD01650Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRDDD01700945. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for each special-
ity at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; the number of persons on each waiting list; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26858/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRDDD01850Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRDDD01900946. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the Health 
Service Executive ambulance services in terms on equipment, and vehicles; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26859/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been un-
derway in recent years in pre-hospital care services across the country for the development of a 
clinically driven, nationally co-ordinated system, supported by improved technology. The pro-
gramme involves a number of measures, including the Performance Improvement Action Plan, 
development of the intermediate care service (ICS), the trial emergency aeromedical service 
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(EAS), and the National Ambulance Service (NAS) Control Centre Reconfiguration Project.  

The NAS is taking steps to address challenges nationally, such as reliance on on-call roster-
ing, geography,  resourcing and the use of emergency ambulances for routine transport. The 
move from on-call to on-duty rostering for ambulance services is a key part of improving the 
service as highly trained paramedic crews are on site in their stations or vehicles to respond 
immediately to dispatches. The NAS is also developing a non-emergency transport fleet, the 
national intermediate care service (ICS), for routine clinical transfers of patients, freeing emer-
gency ambulances for emergency responses.   

A key priority for the NAS is the upgrading of its fleet and communications systems. The 
NAS has had a comprehensive capital upgrade programme over the last number of years which 
includes provision for replacement of existing emergency ambulances, with installation of cam-
eras to ensure safety for staff and patients as a standard. 

 In relation to the details of the query raised by the Deputy in relation to ambulance equip-
ment and vehicles, as these  are operational issues for the HSE I have asked the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRDDD02050Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRDDD02100947. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the level of 
supports available from his Department for persons suffering from narcolepsy; if he is satisfied 
that the supports that are available are being brought to the attention of those suffering from this 
condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26934/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that there 
are a number of supports in place for persons diagnosed with narcolepsy following pandemic 
vaccination.  My priority is to ensure that those affected by narcolepsy, with symptom onset 
post pandemic vaccination are provided with a range of services and supports to meet their 
health needs.  The Health Service Executive has responsibility for health service delivery and 
at my request, the HSE developed a range of appropriate services and supports to address the 
needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills provide a 
very comprehensive range of services and supports to those affected.

These supports and services include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, 
temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred. This includes expenses for 
counselling services for individuals and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy fol-
lowing pandemic vaccination,  in cases where such services are not already available through 
the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for appropriate individualised health and 
educational supports to be put in place are ongoing.  The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents of 
children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.

The HSE’s advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND and last met 
representatives of the group on 17 May 2013.  Through regional co-ordinators the HSE also 
has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND to assist them in service access and 
reimbursement of expenses.   The HSE recently held an information day for staff, also attended 
by SOUND, to ensure awareness of all the relevant services available.

My Department is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in place 
for those affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  I would like to assure the 
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Deputy that this matter continues to be a priority for my Department.

11/06/2013WRDDD02250Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRDDD02300948. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the long delays for surgery for those diagnosed with adolescent scoliosis; the steps being 
taken to address this problem where undue delay can cause irreversible damage to the patient; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26924/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRDDD02450Health Services Access

11/06/2013WRDDD02500949. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the difficulties accessing a hydrotherapy pool (details supplied); the future intentions for this 
facility; the reason it was closed and reopened on a trial basis only; and if he will outline alter-
native facilities that will accommodate patients in need of this service [26925/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRDDD02650Nursing Homes Support Scheme

11/06/2013WRDDD02700950. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when funding will be released 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry for the nursing home support scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26916/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRDDD02850Patient Transport Provision

11/06/2013WRDDD02900951. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that arrange-
ments are made to assist an elderly wheelchair-bound person (details supplied) in County Wick-
low with assistance towards taxi transport to and from hospital for essential treatment; if direct 
contact can be made with the person’s next of kin in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26949/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Patient transport is the responsibility of the 
HSE. However, people attending outpatient and hospital appointments are, in general, expected 
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to make their own travel arrangements, using private or scheduled public transport. The excep-
tions are for dialysis, cancer (radiotherapy and chemotherapy) and post-operative transplant 
patients, where transport may be provided.  In these cases, the patient’s appointment  should be 
directly related to the treatment. 

Transport may also be provided where, in the clinician’s view, the patient would be unable 
to make the journey without clinical assistance or where the patient must be transported on a 
stretcher.  

Following implementation of the HSE’s non-ambulance patient transport policy, responsi-
bility for the arrangement and provision of non-ambulance transport has moved from the HSE 
National Ambulance Service to local health offices in each region.  Patients or their clinicians 
should contact their local health office directly in relation to transport requests. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department of Social Pro-
tection administers a scheme which may help meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, 
which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. These 
payments are known as Exceptional Needs Payments (ENPs).  Enquiries relating to this scheme 
should be addressed to the Department of Social Protection.

11/06/2013WRDDD03050Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRDDD03100952. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
for the past five years of the numbers of persons in County Kerry on waiting lists for orthodon-
tic treatment. [26966/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03200956. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
awaiting orthodontic treatment in County Kerry. [26969/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 952 and 956 together.

The HSE provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An 
individual’s access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines 
and priority is given to patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the 
specific queries raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRDDD03350Nursing Homes Support Scheme

11/06/2013WRDDD03400953. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if an application for the fair deal 
scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow will be expedited; the rea-
son for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26942/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRDDD03550Health Services Staff Issues

11/06/2013WRDDD03600954. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 655 of 28 May 2013, if the person seconded two days per week to fill the role of the 
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Chief Dental Officer in the interim; if they are to receive payment from his Department for 
fulfilling this position; if their salary will be reduced payable by the Health Service Executive 
from which they have been seconded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26956/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Further to my response to Parliamentary 
Question No. 655 of 28 May 2013, the HSE National Oral Health Lead is being released on a 
secondment basis to the Department for two days each week to undertake the functions of Chief 
Dental Officer, with effect from 20 May 2013. The HSE National Oral Health Lead will retain 
her existing salary in the HSE and arrangements will be made for recoupment of salary from 
my Department to the HSE in respect of the time spent undertaking the functions of the Chief 
Dental Officer.

11/06/2013WRDDD03750Orthodontic Services Provision

11/06/2013WRDDD03800955. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will have orthodontic treatment. [26968/13]

11/06/2013WRDDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

  Question No. 956 answered with Question No. 952.

11/06/2013WREEE00350Hospital Appointment Status

11/06/2013WREEE00400957. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will 
be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26970/13]

11/06/2013WREEE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WREEE00550EU Directives

11/06/2013WREEE00600958. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if he will outline his interactions 
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with European counterparts and the European Commission to date on pending regulations or 
directives regarding hand-rolling tobacco; if he will outline the implications; if he will state the 
proposed effects on the sale of rolling tobacco; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26960/13]

11/06/2013WREEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The proposal for a new Tobacco Products 
Directive is being discussed by the European Parliament and Council of Ministers.  The Public 
Health Working Party has met thirteen times to discuss this proposal.  These negotiations are 
on-going and no conclusion has been reached in relation to the Commission proposal in Article 
13 regarding roll-your-own tobacco.

As Chair of the negotiations on the Directive during the Irish Presidency, we are working to 
progress the discussion and to build consensus among the Member States to facilitate the adop-
tion of legislation which will ultimately reduce the number of EU citizens who die from tobacco 
related illnesses.  This legislation is a priority for the Irish Presidency and it will be discussed 
at the EPSCO Council on the 21st June.  The Commission has expressed the hope that it will be 
adopted by the European Parliament and Council in 2014.

11/06/2013WREEE00750Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WREEE00800959. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 727 of 29 January, 2013, when a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will 
receive a scan for a disc assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26992/13]

11/06/2013WREEE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU)  is working  
to unblock access to acute services by  improving the flow of patients through the system, and 
by streamlining waiting lists, including the management of  referrals from GPs by hospitals. 
The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies - mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had 
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment.  I can confirm that the vast majority of 
hospitals achieved this objective.  During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery 
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the pa-
tient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, 
he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital in-
volved.

11/06/2013WREEE00950Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WREEE01000960. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the services provided 
to the Health Service Executive by Gheel Autism services [26946/13]

11/06/2013WREEE01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WREEE01150Hospital Appointment Status
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11/06/2013WREEE01200961. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will 
be made in the outpatients department at Waterford Regional Hospital for a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny. [26993/13]

11/06/2013WREEE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU)  is working  
to unblock access to acute services by  improving the flow of patients through the system, and 
by streamlining waiting lists, including the management of  referrals from GPs by hospitals. 
The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies - mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had 
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment.  I can confirm that the vast majority of 
hospitals achieved this objective.  During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery 
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the pa-
tient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, 
he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital in-
volved.

11/06/2013WREEE01350Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WREEE01400962. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [26985/13]

11/06/2013WREEE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WREEE01550Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WREEE01600963. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence regarding psychiatric services at a hospital (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [27003/13]

11/06/2013WREEE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/06/2013WREEE01750Hospital Services

11/06/2013WREEE01800964. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health to whom a general practitioner of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 10 suffering from tonsillitis should approach to achieve the 
quickest turnaround, if the person has recently been referred to St James Hospital, Dublin, by 
their doctor; if he will confirm if parents have any access to consultants who conduct tonsillitis 
procedures; the role of the ear, nose and throat department of the hospital vis-à-vis this required 
operation; the approximate waiting period on the public waiting list and if the patient has any 
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rights of access to those consultants with the shortest waiting list in Dublin hospitals; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27013/13]

11/06/2013WREEE01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU together with 
the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP waiting list minimum dataset that allows for data 
to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on a weekly basis and, for the first time, outpatient 
data is available on www.ntpf.ie. The ntpf website provides patients and general practitioners 
easy access to wait time information, including a section where general practitioners can access 
wait time information  in relation to specific surgery/procedures to assist with referral decisions. 
For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant 
led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE service plan. The SDU/NTPF will 
work closely with hospitals towards achievement of the maximum waiting time.

In relation to in-patient waiting lists,  the National Waiting List Management Policy, A stan-
dardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned 
procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and 
clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and administra-
tion of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the 
HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  Data relat-
ing to waiting times for the top surgical procedures is also available on www.ntpf.ie.

In relation to the particular individual patient query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service 
issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WREEE01950National Lottery Funding Applications

11/06/2013WREEE02000965. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if national lottery funding is 
available for a disability conference in July (details supplied) and if he will advise on the next 
round of applications.  [26990/13]

11/06/2013WREEE02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
ganisations, providing a range of health related services. If an organisation wishes to make an 
application for National Lottery Funding they should send in a formal application. Detailed pro-
cedures, along with the application form are set out on the Department’s website at www.doh.ie

11/06/2013WREEE02150National Lottery Funding Disbursement

11/06/2013WREEE02200966. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the Menin-
gitis Research Foundation in 2013-2014. [27031/13]

11/06/2013WREEE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Meningitis Research Foundation, a UK 
based charity registered in 1989, established an office in Dublin in 1996.  It aims to work with 
families who have been affected by meningitis to promote awareness of the disease and to assist 
in raising funds for research into its prevention and treatment.  My Department administers a 
National Lottery Discretionary Fund from which grants are paid to community and voluntary 
organisations providing a range of health related services. The Meningitis Research Foundation 
previously received lottery funding from my Department and can apply for further such fund-
ing again. It must be stressed that lottery funding is once-off discretionary funding and is not 
intended to provide a source of ongoing revenue funding.
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11/06/2013WREEE02350Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WREEE02400967. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the extra help, support and 
advice he will give to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3 [27032/13]

11/06/2013WREEE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WREEE02550Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WREEE02600968. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if it is the plan of the Health 
Service Executive in County Donegal to close the Ballaghderg special needs preschool in Let-
terkenny; the proposals in place to accommodate the 5% of children with special needs that 
cannot be facilitated in the mainstream preschool setting in County Donegal in the event of such 
a closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27019/13]

11/06/2013WREEE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy 
will be aware the Health Service Executive has operational responsibility for the provision of 
health and personal social services including disability services for children. Within this con-
text it has a responsibility to ensure that the health related needs of children with special needs 
are addressed and that these children are appropriately supported in pre-school and school set-
tings. This is done in a number of ways such as by providing grant aid to support pre-school 
provision in community pre-schools and by funding special pre-schools that cater specifically 
for pre-school children with disabilities. It also facilitates children with special needs to attend 
mainstream pre-school by providing the necessary assistant supports. The HSE’s role in sup-
porting children with special needs involves it working in close co-operation with the disability 
service providers that it funds, with the education sector and with the parents and families of 
the children in question.

The inclusion of young children with disabilities in mainstream pre-school settings is an in-
tegral part of the Government’s policy on mainstreaming and the intellectual disability services 
in Donegal are currently developing a project to facilitate the inclusion, where appropriate, of 
children with an intellectual disability in mainstream pre-schools. 

A project team has been established by the HSE in Donegal to determine the supports that 
will be required in mainstream pre-schools to accommodate children with an intellectual dis-
ability and to ensure these children receive the assistance necessary for them to reach their full 
potential. The overall aim of the project is to ensure that children with an intellectual disability 
can be educated in their own communities and with their own peers rather than being segre-
gated in specialist disability services, unless a child is assessed as requiring specialist care. The 
intention is that specialised pre-school provision will only be used in cases where the nature of 
a child’s disability is so complex or severe that it requires significant levels of care to the extent 
that integration in a mainstream pre-school setting is not feasible. It is estimated that this would 
apply in no more than 5% of cases of children with a disability.

The HSE has no immediate plans to close Ballaghderg pre-school in Letterkenny and this 
pre-school will continue to deliver services until 2015. The HSE will continue to engage with 
parents as the transition project develops and each child will be individually assessed and will 
continue to receive the supports and services they need. Any future plans for services will be 
fully discussed with parents with a view to ensuring their children receive the best possible sup-
port in the most appropriate setting.
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11/06/2013WREEE02750Health Services Expenditure

11/06/2013WREEE02800969. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular 
form the total amount of funds allocated to the Health Service Executive in County Donegal 
over each of the past five years to allow for the provision of special needs assistant support in 
the pre-school sector; the number of applications made to the HSE by childcare providers in 
each of the past five years in County Donegal for grant assistance towards the employment of 
SNAs; the total amount of money requested per year in the applications; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27020/13]

11/06/2013WREEE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

11/06/2013WREEE02950National Lottery Funding Applications

11/06/2013WREEE03000970. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the maximum grant 
available to applicants who seek funding from the national lottery; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [27035/13]

11/06/2013WREEE03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): National Lottery applications are received 
by my Department from a range of community and voluntary organisations involved in vari-
ous health related activities.  The relevant Unit in my Department liaises with the appropriate 
personnel in the Health Service Executive to assess each individual application and consider 
whether the application should be recommended for funding.  

When the assessment has been completed and a recommendation has been made, I review 
each application and prioritise them according to their merits before awarding National Lottery 
funding. There is no individual limit on National Lottery grants, but there is only €3.286m in to-
tal available for 2013. A list of organisations funded by my Department along with the amounts 
awarded in the previous 4 years is set out on the Department’s website at www.doh.ie.

11/06/2013WRFFF00150Health Services Expenditure

11/06/2013WRFFF00200971. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the total amount of funds al-
located to the Health Service Executive in County Donegal over each of the past five years to 
each of the special needs preschools in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27021/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

  Question No. 972 answered with Question No. 877.

11/06/2013WRFFF00450Hospital Acquired Infections

11/06/2013WRFFF00500973. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of infection 
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with the hospital bug C. diff each week/month in Dublin hospitals  [27038/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC) of the Health Service Executive (HSE) publishes weekly data on Clostridium difficile 
(C. diff) infection in arrears on its website.  New cases of  C. diff have been notifiable in Ireland 
since 4th May 2008.  In 2008 some 1,614 cases of C. diff were reported, 1,895 in 2009, 1,692 in 
2010 ,1,848 in 2011 and 1,619 in 2012.  Figures up to 25th May, 2013 indicate some 708 cases 
have been reported so far this year.

It should be noted that prior to 2012 only new cases of C. diff were notifiable.  Since 1st 
January, 2012 both new and recurrent cases are notifiable.  In addition the surveillance system 
only covers 85% of all acute public hospital data and this should be taken into account when 
interpreting trends.

As data on individual hospitals is not available on the HPSC website, I have arranged to 
have the Deputy’s question forwarded to the HSE for attention and a more detailed reply.

11/06/2013WRFFF00650Home Help Service Provision

11/06/2013WRFFF00700974. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27042/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRFFF00850Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRFFF00900975. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the running costs of the Ambu-
lance Service in the north east in each of the past five years; the changes that have been made 
to the opening hours of each of the ambulance centres in the north east in each of the past five 
years; the level of ambulance staff on duty during the day, during the night and on the weekends 
for each of the past five years and if he will include any changes to staff levels; the arrival time 
targets for the ambulance service for each of the past five years; if there are different arrival 
time targets at different times of the day, the week or between rural and urban, and if he will 
identify same; the changes in the average journey length and duration of an ambulance carrying 
a patient to a hospital in each of the past five years; if the transformation programme had an ef-
fect on this; the changes to cover provided for staff on sick leave, annual leave and other forms 
of leave within the service in the past five years. [27009/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been 
underway in recent years in pre-hospital care services across the country, including the North 
East, for the development of a clinically driven, nationally co-ordinated system, supported by 
improved technology. The programme involves a number of measures, including the Perfor-
mance Improvement Action Plan, development of the intermediate care service (ICS), the trial 
emergency aeromedical service (EAS), and the National Ambulance Service (NAS) Control 
Centre Reconfiguration Project.

The NAS is taking steps to address challenges nationally, such as reliance on on-call ros-
tering, geography, resourcing and the use of emergency ambulances for routine transport. The 
move from on-call to on-duty rostering for ambulance services is a key part of improving the 
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service as highly trained paramedic crews are on site in their stations or vehicles to respond 
immediately to dispatches. The NAS is also developing a non-emergency transport fleet, the 
national intermediate care service (ICS), for routine clinical transfers of patients, freeing emer-
gency ambulances for emergency responses.

In relation to the query raised by the Deputy in relation to ambulance services specifically 
in the North East, as these are operational issues for the HSE I have asked the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRFFF01050Respite Care Services

11/06/2013WRFFF01100976. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the position regard-
ing respite care in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27012/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRFFF01250Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2013WRFFF01300977. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a special bed 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27365/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRFFF01450Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRFFF01500978. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason an oral surgery facility 
for dental treatment provided in New Ross, County Wexford, was withdrawn without any rea-
son or discussions and patients were transferred to a treatment centre in County Cork, in view 
of the fact that this will mean a medical card patient will have to travel twice to Cork, once for 
consultation and once for treatment, at huge expense from County Wexford, and endure a long 
waiting period for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27373/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has been 
asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and reply to him as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRFFF01650Hospital Appointment Status

11/06/2013WRFFF01700979. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27386/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
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For the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRFFF01850Hospital Appointments Administration

11/06/2013WRFFF01900980. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a hospital appointment. [27400/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
For the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRFFF02050Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRFFF02100981. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will indicate the 
IDS waiting list at Cappagh Hospital, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27401/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 982 answered with Question No. 877.
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  Question No. 983 answered with Question No. 875.

11/06/2013WRFFF02450Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRFFF02500984. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) had been informed by their consultant that their operation was urgent and would take 
place in June and has now been told that the operation will take place in August at the earliest.  
[27418/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an ear-
lier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant 
and hospital involved.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a ser-
vice issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

11/06/2013WRFFF02650Care of the Elderly

11/06/2013WRFFF02700985. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if there are any plans to set 
up a forum on long-term residential care in conjunction with Health Information and Quality 
Authority and the National Treatment Purchase Fund with the participation of the providers of 
long-term residential care in the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27434/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF028001056. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a forum 
on long-term residential care in which all the key stakeholders in the provision of care of the 
elderly would participate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28086/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 985 and 1056 together.

I refer the Deputies to my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 674 of 28 May 2013.    
The position remains unchanged.

11/06/2013WRFFF02950Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRFFF03000986. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
employment panel for physiotherapists here; if any recently graduated physiotherapists have 
been accommodated with employment in the health service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27449/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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11/06/2013WRFFF03150Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRFFF03200987. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
funding for day services in Dublin Mid West (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27462/13]

11/06/2013WRFFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is an 
operational matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRGGG00200988. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the intentions of the Health Ser-
vice Executive regarding St. Mary’s Community Centre, Richmond Hill, Rathmines, Dublin 6; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that its opening time has recently been cut back from 
seven days a week to four days a week, that the HSE has indicated that it is refusing to recruit 
new staff for the centre and at present there is just one full-time member of staff there; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the centre had to close down for two weeks recently 
owing to staff illness; if it is the case that the HSE is hoping to close it down by simply putting 
no resources into the centre; the reason funding is not being provided for this vital resource 
in Rathmines; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that its closure would have a huge 
detrimental impact on the local community; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27463/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRGGG00350EU Directives

11/06/2013WRGGG00400989. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the work his Department is 
currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a potential Bill to go 
through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through statutory instrument, to ensure Ireland is in 
compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European Union; the deadline 
in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27476/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Three Directives fall due for transposition by 
my Department during the remainder of 2013 as follows:

1.  Directive 2011/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2011 
on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border health care - due 25/10/13

The purpose of the EU Directive on the Application of Patients’ Rights in Cross Border 
Health care is to establish a clear legal framework to facilitate cross border health care with a 
focus on patient rights, information for patients on entitlements and patient choice.  The Direc-
tive deals with complex issues, both nationally and between Member States, and work contin-
ues on the preparation of proposals for legislation.  At this time it is not possible to be specific 
regarding dates for such legislation but details will be announced in due course.

2.  Commission Implementing Directive 2012/52/EU of 20 December 2012 laying down 
measures to facilitate the recognition of medical prescriptions issued in another Member State 
- due 25/10/13
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It is anticipated that this Directive will be transposed by the due date.

3.  Directive 2012/26/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October, 
2012 amending Directive 2001/83/EC as regards pharmacovigilance - due 28/10/13

It is anticipated that this Directive will be transposed by the due date.

In addition to the above, one article of Directive 2011/62/EU amending Directive 2001/83/
EC on the Community code relating to medicinal products for human use, as regards the pre-
vention of the entry into the legal supply chain of falsified medicinal products - the “Falsified 
Medicines Directive” - remains to be transposed by my Department.

This Directive constitutes a major revision of the EU legislative framework regulating med-
icines. The Directive, other than Article 85c, was transposed into Irish law by means of four 
Statutory Instruments on 22 May, 2013.

Article 85c of the Falsified Medicines Directive relates to regulation of the internet supply 
of medicines.  Article 85c will come into effect one year after the Commission adopts an Imple-
menting Act regarding a common logo for internet sites.  This Implementing Act has not as yet 
been adopted by the Commission. Drafting of a Statutory Instrument to transpose Article 85c 
into Irish law is at an advanced stage.

My Department continues to monitor the transposition of EU Directives on an ongoing basis 
and makes every effort to transpose Directives by their deadline.

Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRGGG00600990. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when a clinical director 
for rare diseases will be appointed; the proposed location of the national office for rare disease; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27486/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, the Deputy will 
receive a reply directly from the HSE.

Medical Card Reviews

11/06/2013WRGGG00800991. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of random 
financial reviews that have been carried out on holders of medical cards whose cards were not 
due to expire until 2017; the number of reviews that are due to take place in 2013; and the num-
ber of card holders who have lost their entitlement to a full medical card and have instead been 
given a general practitioner visit card only following a review. [27487/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.
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Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRGGG01000992. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of posts that 
have been filled in child and adolescent mental health services from January 2013 to date; and 
the number of further posts which will be filled during the remainder of this year. [27488/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The basic 
approach to delivery of mental health services to children and adolescents revolves around 
Community Mental Health Teams. In this regard, 150 additional posts were allocated to Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Teams in 2012, and a further 80 posts have been identified for 
allocation to this specific service area in 2013, arising from targeted Government investment of 
€35 million for each of these respective years.

As of 29 April last, 100 of the designated 150 WTE posts for Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services were filled (20 successful candidates had taken up their positions prior to the 
end of December 2012); a further 10 candidates had accepted a post and start dates had been 
agreed.

The National Recruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE creates national panels in anticipation 
of vacancies.  On occasion, however, it is difficult to fill some posts due to various reasons, 
such as geographical location or shortage of suitable candidates at certain times for some grades 
such as Clinical Psychologists.  However, given the policy and service requirements identified, 
the NRS is currently working to ensure that remaining posts will be filled as soon as possible, 
subject to qualified candidates being available.

In relation to the additional funding and posts available for mental health services in 2013, 
each of the four HSE regions were asked to submit a business case against each of the identified 
objectives detailing how the additional funding is to be spent and the type and number of WTE 
to be recruited.  Approval has issued to three of the Regions, HSE Dublin North East, HSE 
South and HSE West and it is expected that approval will issue to the remaining HSE Region 
shortly to enable recruitment to commence.  I have received assurances from the HSE that the 
recruitment process for the new posts being funded in 2013, and any outstanding posts from 
those approved in 2012, is being given priority within the HSE.

I wish to re-iterate this Government’s strong commitment to enhance this year in practical 
terms mental health services for children and adolescents and I will continue to closely monitor 
the position over the remainder of 2013.

Diabetes Strategy

11/06/2013WRGGG01200993. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there is 
equitable treatment of diabetes patients in rural areas outside Dublin; and if there is a satisfac-
tory level of services such as the equitable provision of insulin pumps in such areas.  [27496/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Inte-
grated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will 
improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, 
resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
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programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is antici-
pated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.

Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 podiatrists and a number of these posts have 
been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts is underway and the aim is to have them filled 
as soon as possible in 2013.

The National Integrated Care Diabetes Programme, when implemented, will facilitate an 
equitable approach to Diabetes care across all HSE Integrated Service Areas.

Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRGGG01400994. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health in the context of the centralisa-
tion of the switchboard for ambulance emergency calls, his views on whether the call centre 
should be compartmentalised by region, with each section containing staff with excellent geo-
graphic knowledge of a particularly region and locality. [27497/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Ambulance Service 
(NAS), through its national control centre reconfiguration project, is continuing to rationalise 
the number of ambulance control rooms across the country, with a target of one national sys-
tem. This project is focused on improving call taking and dispatch functions and on delivering 
improved technology. This will assist in improving response times and will allow the NAS to 
deploy emergency resources in a much more effective and efficient manner, on a regional and 
national basis rather than within small geographic areas.

The control centre reconfiguration project is consistent with international best practice and 
is endorsed by HIQA as the most appropriate approach to improve the quality of services to pa-
tients and facilitate investment in technologically enabled service delivery.  The project is also a 
key element of Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Health Reform in Ireland 2012-2015.

The NAS will continue to use the same structured process to answer 999/112 calls and 
to prioritise responses callers will continue to be asked for direction to incidents, and special 
mapping tools will be in the Emergency Operations Centre which can plot the location of the 
incidents on the map.  Responding crews can then be guided to the location in the normal way.  
In the later stages of this project, a new web-based satellite system will be introduced into all 
emergency vehicles so that paramedics can see the same map as the staff in the Emergency 
Operations Centre. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 995 answered with Question No. 938.

Health Services Issues

11/06/2013WRGGG01700996. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to corre-
spondence (details supplied) regarding smoking in the vicinity of a hospital. [27533/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 



11 June 2013

690

the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRGGG01850Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRGGG01900997. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to have 
a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath admitted to Midland Regional Hospital, Tul-
lamore; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27539/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
For the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRGGG02050Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRGGG02100998. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to have 
a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath admitted to Midland Regional Hospital, Tul-
lamore; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27540/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and day case 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRGGG02300999. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Westmeath was refused a medical card; if he will set out in detail the exact income 
which has been assessed in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27541/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

Food Safety Promotion Board

11/06/2013WRGGG025001000. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when Labour Court recom-
mendations LRC19842 of June 2010 in relation to the Food Safety Promotion Board will be 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27552/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy’s question with regard to Labour 
Court Recommendation LRC19842 of June, 2010 concerns the upgrading of five positions 
within the Food Safety Promotion Board (FSPB) as a result of a review carried out in 2008. 
Implementation of the Labour Court recommendation would have required the approval of 
both sponsor Departments North and South - as both jurisdictions must agree to any change in 
staffing arrangements. Such joint sanction has not been forthcoming in view of the fact that, 
inter alia, the grading review in question was commissioned by the FSPB without the required 
approval of the sponsor Departments and both sponsor Departments consider that the job com-
parators used in the review were seriously flawed.

Diabetes Strategy

11/06/2013WRGGG027001001. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that according to the National Cancer Screening Centre website the National Dia-
betic Retinopathy screening programme commenced in February 2013 and that according to 
the Health Service Executive’s 2008 framework report on diabetic retinopathy, it has been 
internationally recognised that screening and treatment of diabetic retinopathy is one of the 
most cost effective interventions ever investigated, preventing 6% of potential blindness in year 
one; in view of the fact that the NCSS makes reference to ensuring that all risks to patients are 
minimised, if he will confirm that there is funding ring fenced by the Health Service Executive 
to treat these patients with licensed medications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27563/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE-National Cancer Screening Service 
commenced the national diabetic retinopathy screening programme (Diabetic RetinaScreen) in 
February 2013.

Diabetic Retinopathy is the most common diabetic eye disease and the leading cause of 
blindness among working age Irish adults.  Approximately 10 per cent of the Irish diabetic 
population has sight-threatening Diabetic Retinopathy and around 90 per cent of this group will 
develop some form of retinopathy.

Diabetic RetinaScreen offers free, annual diabetic retinopathy screening to people with dia-
betes aged 12 and older (approximately 190,000 people).  All people with both Type 1 and Type 
2 diabetes are at risk of developing diabetic retinopathy, a common complication of diabetes 
which affects the small blood vessels in the lining at the back of the eye and can lead to deterio-
ration in vision.  Eye screening uses specialised digital photography to detect, at an early stage, 
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when it is effective at reducing or preventing damage to sight.  The NCSS is working closely 
with treatment centres to ensure they are ready to provide timely, quality assured treatment as 
part of the programme.

A quality assurance framework and a central database of the eligible diabetic population 
has been developed for the programme.   The first round of screening is being introduced on a 
phased basis, in line with the roll-out of the first round of screening across other international 
programmes.  Approximately 30 per cent of the eligible diabetic population is expected to be 
invited in 2013.  The remaining 70 per cent will be screened in 2014.  Treatment is tailored on 
a case-by-case basis.  Adequate funding has been assigned for the programme for 2013.

Medicinal Products Availability

11/06/2013WRGGG029001002. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason there continues to be 
geographical inequity of access to medication for severe allergic asthma, with asthma sufferers 
in the Health Service Executive Cork and Kerry region particularly disadvantaged; if he will 
create a national funding mechanism for this treatment, as has been done for a number of cancer 
treatments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27565/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

Health Screening Programmes

11/06/2013WRGGG031001003. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position re-
garding the health screening tender process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27566/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG032001044. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the person that 
needs to be contacted in relation to the tendering process for health screening of staff in Govern-
ment Buildings; when the screening is due; if there is a specific person in each Department that 
needs to be contacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27939/13]

11/06/2013WRGGG03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1003 and 
1044 together.

The Civil Service Occupational Health Department (CSOHD) has direct responsibility for 
the provision of an occupational health service to civil servants.  This may include the direct 
provision of workplace health promotion and basic screening.  It is a matter for each individual 
Department to decide whether to offer such a service and make any necessary arrangements.  
The CSOHD carried out health screening for employees of my Department earlier this year and 
therefore no tendering process was required in our case.

11/06/2013WRHHH00200Speech and Language Therapy

11/06/2013WRHHH003001004. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when occupational therapy and 
speech and language therapy will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27578/13]
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11/06/2013WRHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRHHH00500Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRHHH006001005. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding orthodon-
tic treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [27581/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

11/06/2013WRHHH00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

11/06/2013WRHHH009001006. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on the Health 
Service Executive fair deal scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27586/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRHHH01100Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRHHH012001007. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the supports available to a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 17.  [27587/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Where there 
are symptoms of depression or suicidal behaviour, the most appropriate course is to advise the 
individual to seek help from their GP, who can then make a referral to other services such as the 
mental health or addiction services, if the suicidal behaviour is drug or alcohol related.  In an 
emergency the individuals should be referred or taken to the nearest hospital emergency depart-
ment for a medical assessment, treatment and if necessary referral to other services.

In relation to the housing and intimidation issues, the person referred to should be advised 
to contact his Local Authority, who has responsibility for housing issues.

11/06/2013WRHHH01400Health Services Issues

11/06/2013WRHHH015001008. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the assistance available to a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 17.  [27588/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRHHH01700Medical Card Applications
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11/06/2013WRHHH018001009. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied).  [27600/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRHHH02000Hospital Appointment Status

11/06/2013WRHHH021001010. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when patients transferred from 
the recently closed leg ulcer clinic in Slane, County Meath, will be given appointment dates for 
the clinic at its new location in Duleek; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27613/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRHHH02300Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRHHH024001011. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if an implementation plan 
for the national neurorehabilitation policy will be developed by his Department; if he recog-
nises the importance of implementing a policy in view of the fact that only one in six of the 
15,000 people here who need specialist neurorehabilitation each year receive same due to a lack 
of services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27622/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The aim of 
neuro-rehabilitation is to enable the person to achieve the highest possible level of indepen-
dence.  Desired outcomes range from a return to full independence in social and work situations 
to a person requiring long-term support and care but with a higher level of independence than in 
the absence of neuro-rehabilitation.  Current services available include acute hospital services; 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multi-disciplinary community services; long-term assist-
ed living supports; and rehabilitative training services.  These services are provided directly by 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.

The Department of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) have developed and 
published the “National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Ser-
vices in Ireland 2011-2015”. In addition, the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine 
Programme within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate. The Report is the over-
arching policy on neuro-rehabilitation services and includes proposals for a framework for the 
future of neuro-rehabilitation services in Ireland, including key elements such as

- guiding principles;

- implementation structure;

- methodology for implementation; and



Questions - Written Answers

695

- information and communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.

The key priority areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 2013 are to:

- Map and develop Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks;

- Implement the model of care for rehabilitation services within the networks with a focus 
on community rehabilitation.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the HSE’s 
National Disability Unit as part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation 
of the Report. The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the 
Report into its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and 
spoke” model for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive 
model for the continuation of such service into the community. This co-operation will continue 
in 2013.

11/06/2013WRHHH02600Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

11/06/2013WRHHH027001012. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the drug dapagliflozin 
(details supplied) will be made available to persons who hold medical cards; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [27640/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has re-
ceived an application for the reimbursement of dapagliflozin under the GMS and community 
drugs schemes.

The application is being considered in line with the procedures and timescales agreed last 
year by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare As-
sociation (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines.

The product has completed the rapid review process and a health technology assessment is 
ongoing. It would not be appropriate at this time to make any further comment in relation to the 
outcome of the process.

11/06/2013WRHHH02900Medical Card Appeals

11/06/2013WRHHH030001013. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27642/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRHHH03200Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRHHH033001014. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the future of the Emergency 
Aeromedical Service that has been in operation for just over twelve months having completed 
its initial trial period, basing an Irish Air Corp EC135 helicopter at Custume Barracks, Athlone, 
County Westmeath; if discussions have taken place between his officials and those in the De-
partment of Defence to extend the service, based on an initial twelve month test period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [27660/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH034001029. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if the air ambulance service 
operating from Custume Barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath, will be retained beyond the 
pilot programme ending this month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27805/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1014 and 
1029 together.

The twelve month emergency aeromedical support (EAS) service pilot has now been com-
pleted. The EAS pilot is currently being reviewed and that assessment is expected to be com-
pleted shortly.

In relation to the continuation of the service, I have agreed with my colleague, the Minister 
for Defence, to an extension of aeromedical support by the Air Corps to the EAS service for a 
period of up to three months, pending receipt and consideration of the report on the review of 
the pilot.

11/06/2013WRHHH03600Medical Card Appeals

11/06/2013WRHHH037001015. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal for a medical card; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27666/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRHHH03900Medical Card Appeals

11/06/2013WRHHH040001016. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal for a medical card; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27667/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRHHH04200Health Services Expenditure

11/06/2013WRHHH043001017. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a dedicated 
annual grant to a counselling service (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will take into 
consideration the geographical spread of the county and the distance clients from the Dingle 
Peninsula have to travel to Tralee for similar services and ensure that this vital service continues 
long into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27668/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRHHH04500Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2013WRHHH046001018. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health how a person can gain access 
to personal assistant, PA, support; the number of new applicants that were accepted onto the 
scheme in each of the past five years; and the number of persons who left the scheme during 
that period.  [27671/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Assisted liv-
ing services including personal assistant services are provided by the Health Service Executive. 
Accordingly the Department has asked the HSE to provide the Deputy directly with the infor-
mation requested.

11/06/2013WRHHH04800Tobacco Control Measures

11/06/2013WRHHH049001019. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the 
research that was undertaken into the plain packaging of tobacco products has resulted in strong 
evidence which supports the introduction of plain packaging here; if he will confirm where the 
strong evidence was found to support the introduction of plain packaging when both the UK 
and New Zealand, after long consultation, decided against proceeding with such a proposal due 
to lack of evidence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27672/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH05000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Smoking is the greatest single cause of pre-
ventable illness and premature death in Ireland - killing over 5,200 people a year.  Government 
policy in relation to smoking is to promote and subsequently move towards a tobacco free 
society.  There is strong international peer reviewed evidence that standardised packaging will 
increase the effectiveness of health warnings; reduce false health beliefs about cigarettes and 
reduce brand appeal particularly among youth and young adults.  Standardised packaging is one 
of a number of measures which will be implemented to reduce smoking in our society.

11/06/2013WRHHH05100Medical Card Appeals
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11/06/2013WRHHH052001020. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a determination will be 
made on an appeal for a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27684/13]

11/06/2013WRHHH05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRJJJ00200Hospital Staff Issues

11/06/2013WRJJJ003001021. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health his plans to bring in a new 
scheme of voluntary redundancies in district hospitals in the near future for domestic attendants 
- not multitask; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27688/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The health service is required to achieve a 
workforce of 98,955 whole time equivalents (WTEs) by the end of 2013.  It is therefore nec-
essary to pursue staff reductions throughout 2013 through natural turnover (retirements and 
resignations) and targeted measures.

On 1st May 2013 my Department  issued a circular to the HSE, authorising the introduction 
of a Targeted Voluntary Redundancy (VR) Scheme in the HSE and in organisations funded by 
the HSE under Section 38 of the Health Act 2004.  The purpose of this scheme is to facilitate the 
HSE and such organisations to achieve a permanent reduction of up 1,500 WTE, in the numbers 
employed in the public health sector from 2013 onwards and to facilitate ongoing health sector 
reform.

The scheme will give managers greater flexibility in implementing the measures needed to 
remain within reduced budgets and staffing ceilings.  It will be implemented by the HSE on 
a rolling basis as appropriate areas and functions are identified. Areas and functions will be 
targeted where, due to reorganisation or workplace reform, there is scope to reduce employee 
numbers. The grades and the locations where the scheme will apply and the timing of the intro-
duction of the scheme in each location will depend on local circumstances. Employees in the 
areas and grades targeted will be given an opportunity to avail of the scheme.  There will be no 
automatic right to redundancy.

  Question No. 1022 answered with Question No. 942.

  Question No. 1023 answered with Question No. 877.

11/06/2013WRJJJ00700Departmental Funding

11/06/2013WRJJJ008001024. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the capital funding that has 
been sought by an organisation (details supplied) in County Carlow in 2011, 2012 and 2013; 
the funding that has been approved in those years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27758/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Neither my Department nor the Department 
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of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) has received a request for funding or allocated funding 
to the organisation in question during this period.  If an organisation wishes to make an ap-
plication for National Lottery Funding they should send in a formal application, to the DCYA.  
Detailed procedures, along with the application form are set out on that Department’s website 
at www.dcya.gov.ie.

11/06/2013WRJJJ01000Treatment Abroad Scheme

11/06/2013WRJJJ011001025. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when approval for 
medical treatment abroad will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27759/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

11/06/2013WRJJJ01300Treatment Abroad Scheme

11/06/2013WRJJJ014001026. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if there are any schemes available 
for citizens who are on the waiting list for surgery here for a period of years to avail of treatment 
funded by the State in another jurisdiction; and if so, if he will outline the way such schemes 
are administered.  [27765/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad 
Scheme (TAS), for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Swit-
zerland under EU Regulation 1408/71, as per the procedures set out in EU Regulation 574/72, 
and in accordance with Department of Health Guidelines.  Subject to the EU Regulations and 
Guidelines, the TAS provides for the cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member 
state or Switzerland through the issue of form E112 (IE) where the treatment is:

- Among the benefits provided for by Irish legislation,

- Not available in Ireland,

- Not available within the time normally necessary for obtaining it in Ireland, taking account 
of the patient’s current state of health and the probable course of the disease.

The TAS allows for an Irish based Consultant to refer a patient who is normally resident in 
Ireland for treatment in another EU member state or Switzerland, where: 

(a)  The application to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given 
before that patient goes abroad,

(b)  following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies that the treatment is:

-  medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;

-  a proven form of medical treatment and not experimental or test treatment;
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-  provided in a recognised hospital or other institution that will accept EU/EEA form E112 
(IE) and is under the control of a registered medical practitioner.

Further information on the scheme is available on the HSE website http://www.hse.ie/eng/
services/list/1/schemes/treatmentabroad/ or by contacting the HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme 
office on 056 778 4551 or via email on treatmentabroad.scheme@hse.ie. Application forms and 
information documents can be obtained through that office.

In submitting an application to the HSE, a consultant must provide confirmation that the 
patient cannot be provided with the required treatment within the State within a reasonable 
timeframe, having due regard to their medical health and course of their condition.  Exact de-
tails of how and the extent to which the condition of the patient will deteriorate due to the wait, 
beyond what can be expected to be achieved by a more timely intervention, are required when 
submitting the application.

11/06/2013WRJJJ01600Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2013WRJJJ017001027. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the options available to a person 
(details supplied) who is in urgent need of a knee replacement surgery. [27767/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRJJJ01900General Practitioner Services

11/06/2013WRJJJ020001028. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding changes to medical card holders for blood tests; the plans he has to 
address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27804/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) contract, a general practitioner (GP) is expected to provide his/her 
patients who hold a medical card or GP visit card with all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind generally undertaken by a GP.  Where blood tests form part of the investigation and neces-
sary treatment of patients’ symptoms or conditions, these should be provided free of charge to 
medical card and GP visit card holders.  The HSE also points out that, in many GP surgeries, 
it is the practice nurse who takes blood samples.  The HSE significantly subsidises the cost of 
employing practice nurses.

The HSE is continuing to advise eligible patients who believe they have been inappropriate-
ly charged by a GP for routine phlebotomy services, to seek a refund from the GPs in question.  
It is appreciated that because of the nature of the GP/patient relationship, it may be difficult for 
patients to make such complaints.  Where public representatives are made aware of GPs charg-
ing GMS patients in error, they may wish to notify the HSE directly.

The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a new GMS GP contract 
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with an increased emphasis on the management of chronic conditions, such as diabetes and 
cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that the new contract, when finalised, will focus on 
prevention and will include a requirement for GPs to provide care as part of integrated multi-
disciplinary Primary Care Teams.

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up a 
new contract.  I have recently had discussions with the IMO during which I outlined the Gov-
ernment’s policy in relation to free GP care and I intend to engage in further discussions with 
the IMO once that legislation is published.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to phlebot-
omy services and anti-coagulation therapy will be considered as part of the new GMS contract.

  Question No. 1029 answered with Question No. 1014.

11/06/2013WRJJJ02300Health Services Staff Numbers

11/06/2013WRJJJ024001030. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if a second neurologist 
for the North-West Region has taken up their position (details supplied); when they started in 
this position or are due to start; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27879/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRJJJ02600Hospital Accommodation Provision

11/06/2013WRJJJ027001031. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a com-
munity hospital (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27883/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the delivery of healthcare infrastructure is 
a service matter your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/06/2013WRJJJ02900Medical Card Delays

11/06/2013WRJJJ030001032. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay 
in assessing a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; when this person may expect a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27885/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 1033 answered with Question No. 882.
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11/06/2013WRJJJ03300Prescription Charges

11/06/2013WRJJJ034001034. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if a medical card holder is exempt 
from paying the prescription charge on diabetic medicine as there is no charge on the long-term 
illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27889/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Persons suffering 
from prescribed conditions, who are not already medical card holders, can get free drugs, medi-
cines and medical and surgical appliances for the treatment of that condition under the Long 
Term Illness Scheme.

Medical card holders are required to pay prescription charges. Prescription charges are not 
payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme.

In the case of persons who have both the medical card and LTI, the HSE policy is that they 
should use their medical card to access medicines. The main reason for this is that the supply 
of medicines under the LTI costs the HSE considerably more than under the GMS Scheme. A 
retail mark-up of 20% is payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI Scheme but 
there is no retail mark-up for items supplied under the GMS Scheme.

The decision by the previous Government not to extend prescription charges to the Long 
Term Illness Scheme has given rise to the anomaly identified by the Deputy. This matter is un-
der review.

11/06/2013WRJJJ03600Food Safety Issues

11/06/2013WRJJJ037001035. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will consider and respond on 
a proposal (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27891/13]

11/06/2013WRJJJ03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose dealing with the food hygiene 
elements of the question.  The Deputy should contact my Ministerial colleagues in the Depart-
ments of Finance (registering with the Revenue Commissioners), Transport (insurance) and 
Justice (vetting by an Garda Síochána) regarding the other issues.

The introduction of a licensing system for food deliveries from restaurants and take aways 
is a matter which would require careful examination. In particular it would need to be demon-
strated that the benefits for consumers and additional guarantees for food safety are necessary, 
worthwhile, and outweigh the associated costs of a licensing scheme, plus the additional ad-
ministrative burden on food business operators. At present there is no data to suggest that the 
introduction of such a scheme is warranted for food safety purposes. In any event, restaurants 
and takeaways are not subject to a licensing scheme.

Food business operators are required to comply with current food hygiene and safety rules, 
which extend to include any home delivery service offered by them. They are also required to 
ensure that the safety of the food provided is not compromised by poor practice during delivery.  
Consumers who are concerned about a home delivery service are advised to contact the res-
taurant/takeaway which sold the food, and/or the Environmental Health Service of the Health 
Service Executive or the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, which will ensure appropriate follow 
up and investigation.

  Question No. 1036 answered with Question No. 877.
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11/06/2013WRKKK00075Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

11/06/2013WRKKK001001037. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he has considered adding 
Addison’s Disease to the long-term illness scheme; his views on whether Addison’s Disease is 
a severe illness with sufferers more often than not developing at least one associated endocrine 
condition; his views on whether the costs involved in treating Addison’s Disease is a huge fi-
nancial burden for sufferers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27902/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

11/06/2013WRKKK00250Diabetes Strategy

11/06/2013WRKKK003001038. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update in re-
lation to the funding provided for the recruitment of diabetes nurse specialists (details supplied) 
in County Galway; when he envisages the posts being filled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27908/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Inte-
grated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will 
improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, 
resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is antici-
pated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.

Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 podiatrists and a number of these posts have 
been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts is underway and the aim is to have them filled 
as soon as possible in 2013.

In relation to the filling of Diabetes posts in specific areas, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

11/06/2013WRKKK00450Medical Card Appeals
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11/06/2013WRKKK005001039. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry who were issued with 
general practitioner visit cards only are on long-term medication; if he will issue discretionary 
medical cards in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27909/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK00650Medical Card Eligibility

11/06/2013WRKKK007001040. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will upgrade general practi-
tioner visit cards to full medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27921/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK00850Dental Council

11/06/2013WRKKK009001041. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health if details in relation to the evalu-
ation and outcome of a complaint to the Dental Council will be provided to the complainant 
(details supplied) in County Galway. [27924/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the person (details supplied) has been in contact with the Dental Council recently in regard to a 
complaint which he had made. The Council will be writing to him in the near future regarding 
the decision taken by the Fitness to Practice Committee of the Council in his case.  

11/06/2013WRKKK01050Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2013WRKKK011001042. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the National Ambulance Ser-
vice’s plans for the roll-out of intermediate care vehicles in Drogheda; the process for the en-
gagement of personnel to operate the service; if recruitment arrangements are currently open 
regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27928/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been 
underway in recent years in pre-hospital care services, to ensure a clinically driven, nationally 
co-ordinated system, supported by improved technology. The programme involves a number of 
measures, including the Performance Improvement Action Plan, development of the intermedi-
ate care service (ICS), the trial emergency aeromedical service (EAS), and the NAS Control 
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Centre Reconfiguration Project.  

In July 2012, the HSE National Ambulance Service commenced developing non-emergency 
transport, through a national intermediate care service (ICS) , which is key to resolving bed and 
clinical management pressures.   ICS will allow for safe, planned and timely clinical transfers 
of inpatients to the most appropriate facility, depending on their acuity and clinical needs.  This 
will allow for beds to be made available for higher acuity admissions through emergency de-
partments.  ICS will also release emergency resources from this service and back to emergency 
functions, for improved response times and performances in pre-hospital care. 

To date, ICS has been implemented in Cavan, Castleblayney, South County Dublin, Let-
terkenny, Sligo, Galway, Limerick, Roscommon, Mallow and Bantry.  Supported by the 2013 
National Service Plan, the NAS intends to expand ICS to Waterford, Cork Tralee, Castlebar and 
Drogheda and to increase services in Dublin and Galway during 2013.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRKKK01250Primary Care Centres Provision

11/06/2013WRKKK013001043. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if a primary care centre 
(details supplied) in County Meath will be included in the PPP tenders that are to be issued in 
August; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27934/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Kells is one of the 
35 potential locations for primary care centres for development by way of PPP as announced 
in the July 2012 Infrastructure Stimulus Package.   Of the 35, approximately 20 will be offered 
to the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active local GP 
involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.   The HSE is currently analys-
ing the available sites in each location and engaging with the GPs in each location to determine 
their interest in participating in the primary care centre development.     

Question No. 1044 answered with Question No. 1003.

11/06/2013WRKKK01475Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRKKK015001045. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a medical 
card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will take into 
consideration the huge medical expenses associated with this application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27952/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK01650Hospital Appointments Administration
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11/06/2013WRKKK017001046. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation for a hip re-
placement for a second time will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny and if he will expedite the matter. [27956/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRKKK01850Medical Card Reviews

11/06/2013WRKKK019001047. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a full 
medical card will be reviewed in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[27963/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK02050Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRKKK021001048. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [27965/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK02250Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2013WRKKK023001049. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the steps that must be 
taken for an illness to be included on the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27971/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The illnesses cov-
ered by the Long Term Illness Scheme were prescribed by regulations made in 1971, 1973 and 
1975 under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970. There are no plans to extend the list of condi-
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tions covered by the scheme.

11/06/2013WRKKK02450Cross-Border Health Initiatives

11/06/2013WRKKK025001050. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 593 of 23 April 2013 if he will outline the estimate in the 2013 allocation for the 
implementation of the EU cross-border directive on medical care; the reason the Bill has not 
been listed in the summer legislation programme in view of the fact that it must be enacted into 
Irish law by 25 October 2013; if he plans to enact this directive by primary or secondary legisla-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28002/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The EU Directive on the application of pa-
tients’ rights in cross border healthcare provides clarity about the rights of patients who seek 
healthcare in another Member State and supplements the rights that patients already have at 
EU level through the Regulation on the coordination of social security schemes (Regulation 
883/04).  The Directive does not establish any new entitlements or rights to treatment. 

It should be emphasised that the vast majority of EU patients receive healthcare in their 
own country and prefer to do so.  The Directive seeks to provide a clear and transparent frame-
work for the provision of cross-border healthcare within the EU, for those occasions where 
patients seek health care in another Member State rather than in their home country.  The 
Directive should, therefore, be seen as complimentary to the current situation under EU Regu-
lation 883/04.  While there may be resource implications as a result of its transposition, it is 
particularly difficult to quantify them at this time as they may be of the nature of displacement 
away from the EU Regulations rather than totally new demands.  In view of this and the tight 
financial position regarding the funding of the health services generally, no additional provision 
was made in the 2013 Estimates for the Directive.

My Department continues its work on the required legislative framework to facilitate the 
assimilation of the Directive into domestic legislation.  Details of legislative changes required 
will be published closer to the date for transposition of the Directive.

11/06/2013WRKKK02650Maternity Benefit Issues

11/06/2013WRKKK027001051. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the practice in Finland in which new mothers are given maternity boxes which include 
nappies and clothes when they leave hospital if they have attended a prenatal screening; his 
plans, if any, to introduce a similar scheme here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[28007/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRKKK02850Medical Card Applications

11/06/2013WRKKK029001052. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28010/13]
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11/06/2013WRKKK03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

11/06/2013WRKKK03050Health Services Provision

11/06/2013WRKKK031001053. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ser-
vices in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [28025/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2013WRKKK03250Medical Card Reviews

11/06/2013WRKKK033001054. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a general prac-
titioner visit card and update it to a full medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28041/13]

11/06/2013WRKKK03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

  Question No. 1055 answered with Question No. 886.

  Question No. 1056 answered with Question No. 985.

11/06/2013WRLLL00094Research Funding

11/06/2013WRLLL001001057. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the funding 
amount provided towards the development of non-animal alternative bioscience research meth-
ods - known as the 3 Rs, replacement, reduction and refinement - in the years 2010, 2011 and 
2012 and if he could confirm the proportion allocated to each method. [28096/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL00200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The  Deputy may wish to note that all project 
applications in the period referred to in the Deputy’s question, that is, 2010 to 2012, involving 
the use of animals required the application of replacement, reduction and refinement consider-
ations. It would not have been possible for research projects to be licensed by my Department 
in the absence of such considerations.  However, there was no dedicated budget line provided 
by Government for this purpose.
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11/06/2013WRLLL00250Research Funding

11/06/2013WRLLL003001058. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the amount of 
funding allocated to the development and validation of alternative bioscience research method 
approaches in 2013 with reference to Article 47 (1) of the EU Directive 2010/63/EU.  [28097/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I would wish to draw to the attention of the 
Deputy that what is proposed under Article 47 (1) is that the Commission and the Member 
States shall contribute to the development and validation of alternative approaches which could 
provide the same or higher levels of information as those obtained in procedures using animals, 
but which do not involve the use of animals or use fewer animals or which entail less painful 
procedures, and they shall take such other steps as they consider appropriate to encourage re-
search in this field. 

A specific amount of funding is not required to be allocated for this purpose in 2013. The 
recently appointed Competent Authority for the purpose of Directive 2010/63/EU on the pro-
tection of animals for scientific purposes, the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) is currently working 
with the European Commission regarding the identification and validation on alternative ap-
proaches that might be developed in the future.

11/06/2013WRLLL00450Research Centres Programme

11/06/2013WRLLL005001059. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm which national 
laboratory has been nominated, under Article 47(2) of the EU Directive 2010/63/EU, to assist 
the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods.  [28098/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I would like, at the outset, to clarify that the 
development and validation of alternative approaches to procedures using animals is a matter 
that must be addressed on a an EU wide basis.  The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) is currently 
working with the European Commission regarding the identification and validation on alter-
native approaches that might be developed in the future. In this regard, one area that is being 
examined by Member States in co-operation with the EU Commission is the identification and 
nomination of suitable, specialist and qualified laboratories to carry out such validation studies. 
This work is on-going at present.

11/06/2013WRLLL00650Horizon 2020 Strategy Negotiations

11/06/2013WRLLL007001060. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health his stance on measures to ensure 
that the regulatory framework for Horizon 2020 EU research programmes provides essential 
funding to advance methods of biomedical research which do not involve the use of animals.  
[28099/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will know, Ireland is imple-
menting Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes which 
includes the principles of replacement, reduction and refinement.

I understand that the recitals to the Framework Regulation for Horizon 2020, as proposed 
by the Commission, contain the following in paragraph 24  “Research and innovation activities 
supported by Horizon 2020 should respect fundamental ethical principles. The opinions of the 
European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies should be taken into account. 
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Research activities should also take into account Article 13 TFEU and reduce the use of 
animals in research and testing, with a view ultimately to replacing animal use. All activities 
should be carried out ensuring a high level of human health protection in accordance with Ar-
ticle 168 TFEU”. 

Negotiations on the Horizon 2020 Programme are still ongoing between the European Coun-
cil , the Commission and the European Parliament.  It is hoped to have an agreement reached by 
end June under the Irish Presidency. 

11/06/2013WRLLL00850Health Services Issues

11/06/2013WRLLL009001061. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 249 of 29 May 2013, if he will support the case of the family concerned. [28101/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information it has available directly to you in relation these matters.

11/06/2013WRLLL01050Hospital Procedures

11/06/2013WRLLL011001062. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding orthopaedic 
procedures in the region served by the Galway Roscommon Hospital Group; the number of 
patients who underwent such procedures in 2012; the number of patients awaiting such proce-
dures; and if he will outline the progress made in reducing waiting times for such procedures. 
[28106/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/06/2013WRLLL01250Disability Support Services Issues

11/06/2013WRLLL013001063. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the mat-
ter in which a young person with a disability was left on a bus for seven hours; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28107/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The media 
has reported that a female with a disability who was being transported by bus from her home 
to the Moorehaven Training Centre in Co Tipperary  was allegedly left on a locked bus all day.

The HSE has assured the Department of Health that it is working with the Moorehaven 
Training Centre to establish why this incident went unnoticed. The HSE has been in continual 
contact with the General Manager of the Moorehaven Training Centre in relation to this inci-
dent. Work is also underway in reviewing Moorehaven’s Policies, Protocols, and Procedures 
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in regard to clients and service provision to ensure that such an incident never happens again.
The HSE will review the service provided by Moorehaven under the Service Level Agreement 
process. The HSE is also currently reviewing the placement of the service user in question in 
the Moorehaven Training Centre. Both the HSE and Moorehaven Centre have been in contact 
with the family of the service user, who have been fully advised of the circumstances surround-
ing the incident.

11/06/2013WRLLL01450Haulage Industry

11/06/2013WRLLL015001064. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of registered hauliers in the State in 2013; if he will list the relevant numbers for 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012; the numbers of haulier companies that have entered liquidation in the 
same periods; the numbers of new haulier companies that have registered in those years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26855/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department’s 
records show that 3903 licences have been issued to road hauliers operators in the State for 
2013.  For the preceding five years, the figures are as follows: 4,014 in 2012; 4,428 in 2011; 
4,788 in 2010; 5,298 in 2009; and 5,474 in 2008.  In the licence application process, no distinc-
tion is made between those applicants applying for a licence for the first time and those who are 
renewing their licence, and details of the number of companies that applied for first time in each 
year are not available.  The Department is not in a position to provide details of the total annual 
number of liquidations in the road haulage sector.  

11/06/2013WRLLL01650Driving Tests

11/06/2013WRLLL017001065. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consider-
ation will be given to the provision of rest-room facilities to applicants undertaking their driving 
test at the Galway City Driver Testing Centre. [28103/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The operation of 
the driving test, including any ancilliary matters such as those referred to by the Deputy, is a 
matter for the Road Safety Authority, and I have referred the issue to the Authority for direct 
reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten 
days.  

11/06/2013WRLLL01850Driving Tests

11/06/2013WRLLL019001066. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, with the 
consideration of the aim of sustainable regional development, a driver testing facility for large, 
non-class, B vehicles can be provided in Galway to serve the western region, thereby removing 
the necessity to travel to the Midlands to undertake such tests.  [28104/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject of this 
question, which relates to operation of the driver testing service, is a matter for the Road Safety 
Authority, and I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.
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11/06/2013WRLLL02050Road Signage

11/06/2013WRLLL021001067. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
cost of replacement signage along the N59 in County Mayo which has recently been undertaken 
by the National Roads Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27147/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL022001068. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
cost of the National Roads Authority’s national re-signing programme for 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2014 and 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27151/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1067 and 1068 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WRLLL02350Vehicle Registration Issues

11/06/2013WRLLL024001069. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
person (detail supplied) in County Kildare may expect to receive a tax book for a vehicle; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27169/13]

11/06/2013WRLLL02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Ve-
hicle and Driver File (NVDF) maintains a record of the  registered  owners of motor vehicles. 
Article 10 of the Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing) (Amendment) Regulations 1992 
(SI No. 385 of 1992) set out the procedures regarding notification and recording of changes 
of vehicle ownership. When details of the change of ownership are recorded on the NVDF, a 
Vehicle Registration Certificate (VRC) issues to the new owner. The VRC is used to notify any 
subsequent change of ownership.

In order to cater for isolated instances where the documentation required under the above 
regulations is not available or cannot be produced, my Department, through administrative pro-
cess, accepts a declaration sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths, and in accordance with the 
Statutory Declarations Act 1938, that ownership of a vehicle has changed. 

I am informed in the case referred to by the Deputy, that such a declaration was received 
at  my Department’s Shannon office on 13 July 2012. In accordance with procedures the De-
partment contacted the owner recorded on the NVDF on 18 July 2012 seeking clarification on 
whether that person had any continuing interest in the vehicle. That person responded to the 
Department on 24 July 2012 indicating that they had a continued interest  and in light of this 
information the change  to the new owner  was not recorded on the NVDF and the parties con-
cerned were informed  accordingly. The matter is now for the parties concerned and my Depart-
ment has not received any further communication on the matter.
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11/06/2013WRMMMM00150Taxi Regulations

11/06/2013WRMMMM002001070. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
and rationale for the new rural hackney scheme that he has proposed. [27170/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM003001071. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
he has not responded to a request from the Taxi Alliance for a meeting to discuss the proposed 
rural hackney system. [27171/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1070 and 1071 together. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is the lead agency with responsibility for imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011.  Action 46 of 
the Review Report proposes the introduction of a “local area hackney licence” for rural loca-
tions having a low level or, in some cases, no level of SPSV transport services.  The NTA has 
developed a proposal to facilitate the low cost entry to the hackney market for transport provi-
sion in these rural areas and the proposal has been submitted to the Taxi Advisory Committee 
for its consideration.

As I have stated on previous occasions, the most appropriate channel for the concerns of 
the representative groups in the SPSV sector to be addressed is the Taxi Advisory Committee.

11/06/2013WRMMMM00450Taxi Regulations

11/06/2013WRMMMM005001072. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there are 
any special circumstances in which persons applying for SPSV licences will be awarded the 
licence having achieved a lower score on tests than is required of other applicants. [27183/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the 
taxi industry under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009, including the 
development and administration of the area knowledge and skills development test.

Your question has been forwarded to the NTA for direct reply. If you do not receive a re-
sponse within ten working days please notify my private Office.

11/06/2013WRMMMM00650Swimming Pool Projects

11/06/2013WRMMMM007001073. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the overall allocation under the national swimming pool programme to the Finn Valley 
swimming pool project in County Donegal; the drawdown request which has been submitted 
to the Department to date; the amount which has been paid back to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27223/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Under the current round of the Swimming Pool Programme 47 projects have been com-
pleted and opened to the public, and 11 other projects are at various stages of development.

The Ballybofey Stranorlar Swimming Pool project is included in those 11 projects.  The 
total allocation to this project is €3,809,214, of which €614,620 has been paid to date.  A pay-
ment request for €2,813,673 has been received but cannot be paid out until legal matters have 
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been finalised.

11/06/2013WRMMMM00850Rail Services

11/06/2013WRMMMM009001074. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 704 of 28 May 2013, if he will explain in more detail 
the references he made to the AECOM report from which he quoted in his reply that there is 
very limited demand for movement between the regional cities; if he will also comment on the 
discord between the conclusions of the AECOM report referred to and the policy of his Depart-
ment in relation to road infrastructure and the provision of intercity bus services between these 
same cities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27258/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The AECOM re-
port referred to in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 704 of 28 May 2013 is available on 
the Iarnród Éireann website.  The report is extensive and covers areas such as performance of 
the InterCity Network, Inter-Urban demand, mode competition and future investment strate-
gies.

I do not accept that there is an inconsistency between the conclusions of that report and 
the policies of my Department in relation to road infrastructure and the provision of intercity 
bus services.  The primary focus of the major road investment programme over the decade to 
2010 was on the major inter-urban routes i.e. Dublin to Waterford, Cork, Limerick, Galway and 
Belfast along with some targeted development projects such as the upgrade of the M50 and the 
Dublin Port Tunnel.  Under the Capital Infrastructure and Investment Framework 2012-2016 
Exchequer funded road development projects have been scaled back significantly and the focus 
has increasingly been put on maintenance of the existing network and protection of the invest-
ment made to date.  A number of PPP projects with good benefit to cost ratios are going ahead 
as part of the Government’s Stimulus Programme. 

Bus services between the cities are provided by Bus Éireann Expressway or private com-
mercial bus services licensed by the National Transport Authority.  These services are commer-
cial demand-led services which do not receive any State funding. 

11/06/2013WRMMMM01050Taxi Regulations

11/06/2013WRMMMM011001075. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons who downloaded the Taxi Driver Check App since it was launched last Feb-
ruary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27323/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM012001076. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of taxi vehicles that have been registered on the database for the Taxi Driver Check 
App; if there has not been full compliance; when he expects this figure to reach 100%; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [27324/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM013001077. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way his Department has monitored the effectiveness of the Taxi Driver Check App; if he be-
lieves this App is serving its purpose; if he believe it benefits the general public; if he will 
outline flaws which have been brought to light since the App went live; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27325/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM014001078. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
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will provide details of the tendering process which took place prior to the launch of the Taxi 
Driver Check App; the way the tender process was advertised; the number of tenders that were 
received by his Department; the criteria used in choosing this particular App; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27326/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1075 to 1078, inclusive, together. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the taxi 
industry under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009 and is also the 
lead agency for implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 
2011, including Action 32 of the Review Report concerning the Smartphone App for driver 
verification and Action 40 concerning registering and updating the NTA IT system connecting 
SPSV vehicles and their authorised drivers. 

I have forwarded your Questions to the NTA for direct reply.  If you do not receive a re-
sponse within ten working days please notify my private Office.

11/06/2013WRMMMM01550Taxi Regulation Review Report Implementation

11/06/2013WRMMMM016001079. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will indicate the extra provisions that have been made for the enhanced enforcement function 
of the Taxi Regulator in view of the proposed legislative changes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26777/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009.  The NTA is also the 
lead agency with responsibility for implemetation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regula-
tion Review Report 2011, including, in cooperation with An Garda Siochana, the implementa-
tion of the enforcement measures that are proposed in the Review Report. 

Many of the key recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011 relate to 
enforcement and compliance matters, involving both ‘on street’ and ‘off-street’ enforcement of 
the taxi regulations.  Data sharing arrangements between the enforcement agencies, which were 
recommended under the Taxi Review have already been implemented and are working well.  
Concerning ‘on street’ enforcement specifically, there has been very good cooperation between 
An Garda Síochána and the NTA. 

The Taxi Regulation Bill will provide for the NTA to increase its enforcement resource 
through service agreements - this will have a significant impact on the ‘on-street’ enforcement 
capability.  In addition, as recommended under Actions 21 and 25 of the Taxi Review Report, 
the Taxi Regulation Bill will enable An Garda Síochána to issue fixed payment notices with 
respect to 11 additional SPSV fixed charge offences.  The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 specifi-
cally provides for this and will  further support measures to ensure that operators and drivers 
can operate under a robust regulatory framework where I see a significant stepping-up of the 
enforcement effort with regard to the taxi regulations.

11/06/2013WRMMMM01750Road Maintenance

11/06/2013WRMMMM018001080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
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ensure that adequate funding is made available to Fingal County Council for the completion of 
the Moylaragh Castle Mills link road, which is long outstanding and necessary to ensure safety 
in the area. [26795/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

In July last year local authorities were invited to submit applications for consideration for 
funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.  Fingal County Council ap-
plied for funding for five projects under this grant category but the Castle Mills Link road was 
not among the Council’s applications.

The Specific Improvement Grants Scheme is being discontinued from 2014 onward in or-
der to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work. The small amount of 
funding available for major schemes will focus on projects already under construction or that 
the Department is already committed to.

It is also important to re-iterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils like Fingal County Council in their own resources spending in this 
area.  It is open to the Council to fund this project from its own resources.

11/06/2013WRMMMM01950Road Traffic Offences

11/06/2013WRMMMM020001081. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the rules concerning the ban on heavy goods vehicles on certain roads; and the number 
of penalty points a driver breaking these rules can receive. [26814/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Article 17 of the 
Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations, 1997 (S.I. No. 182 of 1997) provides that where 
traffic sign number RUS 015 (ban on HGV’s entering a road) is provided at the entrance to a 
road, the driver of a vehicle, the unladen weight of which exceeds the weight specified on the 
sign, shall not proceed beyond the sign, except where it is necessary for a vehicle to enter a road 
solely for the purpose of gaining access to or egress from premises accessible only from that 
road.  For the purpose of road traffic legislation, traffic sign number RUS 015 is considered to 
be a prohibitory road traffic sign.  Failure of vehicle to comply with prohibitory traffic signs is 
both a fixed charge and penalty point offence.   The fixed charge for the offence is €60 if paid 
within 28 days from the date from the original fixed charge notice and €90 if paid within 56 
days from the date of the original fixed charge notice.   The penalty points for the offence are 1 
point on the payment of the original fixed charge notice and 3 on conviction in Court.

11/06/2013WRMMMM02150Rail Services

11/06/2013WRMMMM022001082. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
train station (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will open and be fully operational. [26819/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.   Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) on 
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December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as the opening of trains stations, comes under the remit of the NTA.

Noting this I have referred the Deputies question to the NTA for direct reply.   Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.  Notwithstanding the 
above, I understand that the station is to open on the 28th of June and will be operational from 
that date.

11/06/2013WRMMMM02350Disability Support Services Issues

11/06/2013WRMMMM024001083. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of taxis that have wheelchair access; if wheelchair accessible taxis will be exempt 
from the nine year rule due to the high cost involved in replacing this type of taxi; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the lack of communication between the Taxi Regulator and taxi drivers  
on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26841/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009.  The NTA is the lead agency with re-
sponsibility for implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 
2011.

The NTA carried out a consultation on vehicle standards as part of the Taxi Regulation Re-
view which gave rise to recommendations for strengthening vehicle standards. Action 10 of the 
Review Report recommends retention of the 9 year vehicle age limit that applies at licence issue 
or renewal for all new vehicles entering the fleet.  For existing vehicles in the fleet licensed prior 
to 1 January 2009, these can operate up to the 15th anniversary of each vehicle’s first registra-
tion. 

Other measures recommended in the Taxi Regulation Review Report propose improvements 
with regard to the accessible SPSV services.  Action 20 involves a review of existing specifi-
cations for wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs) with a view to the possible introduction 
of a wider range of lower cost vehicles thereby assisting in supply and availability of WAVs.  
In addition, Action 18 of the Review Report, proposing a single contact centre for ordering 
wheelchair accessible taxi services, which will facilitate better access to and use of the existing 
WAVs.   I am informed that there are currently 1,023 active wheelchair accessible taxi licences.

The NTA is progressing these measures and I anticipate delivery on these Actions later this 
year.

11/06/2013WRMMMM02550The Gathering Expenditure

11/06/2013WRMMMM026001084. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a detailed breakdown of the way the €7 million allocated by his Department for The  
Gathering will be spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26860/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.   I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten 
working days.
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11/06/2013WRMMMM02750International Agreements

11/06/2013WRMMMM028001085. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the key elements of the maritime labour package as part of the flag state directive cover-
ing maritime issues; if he will detail the recent discussions he and his officials had at the recent 
trilogue negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [26964/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Maritime La-
bour Convention 2006 (MLC) of the International Labour Organization (ILO) is applicable to 
international shipping worldwide.  It aims to achieve decent working and living conditions on 
board ships for all seafarers, regardless of their nationality and of the flag of the ship, as well 
as securing fair competition for quality shipowners.  It enters into force on 20th August 2013.   
All EU Member States adopted the MLC in 2006, and, at the moment, my Department is in the 
process of preparing legislation to enable Ireland to ratify the Convention. 

Council Directive 2009/13/EC implements the Agreement made, in 2008, between Euro-
pean management and labour representatives on the Maritime Labour Convention 2006.   This 
Agreement is an update of an earlier 1998 Agreement, which was set out in Directive 1999/63/
EC (transposed in the European Communities (Merchant Shipping) (Organisation of Working 
Time) Regulations 2003   [S.I. No. 532 of 2003]).   

Since the European social partners do not have the power to include in their Agreement the 
enforcement provisions contained in Title V of the MLC, the present proposal aims to provide 
for the enforcement and compliance of EU flag States with the Social Agreement as annexed 
to Directive 2009/13/EC.    

The proposal lays down the principles to monitor the application of the relevant parts of the 
MLC, obliging flag States to establish mechanisms for inspection and to ensure the compliance 
of their ships with the Social Agreement.   The Directive also establishes obligations in the area 
of training and competence of inspectors, as well as complaint handling. 

The EU Member States agreed their General Approach to the Directive in October 2012.  
The European Parliament did not complete its deliberations on the file until 13 March this year, 
and since then, my officials have been negotiating with the European Parliament with a view 
to reaching a compromise, under the Irish presidency, between the Parliament and the Council.   
Three trilogues and several technical meetings have been held to try to reach a mutually ac-
ceptable agreement.   The negotiations are now coming to a close but I cannot comment on the 
details of those negotiations until they are completed.

11/06/2013WRMMMM02950Road Network

11/06/2013WRMMMM030001086. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
guidelines set by his Department in relation to criteria for works to be completed by county 
councils; if guidelines issued to county councils are different from one council to the next; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27017/13]

11/06/2013WRMMMM03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The principal 
guidelines issued to local authorities in relation to works on roads are outlined below.  All 
guidelines are standard and do not differ from one authority to the next.  The guides areas fol-
lows: Guide to Road Safety Engineering in Ireland; Guidelines on the Depth of Overlay to be 
used on Rural Non-National Roads Guidelines for the Opening, Backfilling and Reinstatement 
of Trenches in Public Roads; Local Improvements Scheme Memorandum; Guidelines for the 
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Rehabilitation of Roads over Peat;Traffic Management Guidelines; Guidelines for Road Drain-
age; Work Methodologies on Non-National Roads; Guidance for the Control and Management 
of Traffic at Roadworks; Traffic Signs Manual; Guidelines for the Application of Special Speed 
Limits; Procurement Procedures; Memorandum on Grants for Regional and Local Roads; De-
sign Manual for Urban Roads and Streets.

11/06/2013WRNNNN00150Local Authority Funding

11/06/2013WRNNNN002001087. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding each local authority in County Waterford has received from his Department under 
the transport capital investment programme’s roads sub-programme in each of the past six 
years. [27083/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN003001090. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding each local authority in County Waterford has received from his Department under 
the non-national roads grants programme in each of the past six years. [27086/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN004001091. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding each local authority in County Waterford has received from his Department under 
the national roads programme in each of the past seven years. [27087/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1087 to 1091, inclusive, together.  

Details of funding for regional and local roads provided by my Department to local authori-
ties in County Waterford are outlined in the regional and local road payment booklets available 
in the Dáil Library.   

With regard to national roads, details of the allocations to each local authorities are also 
available in the Dail library.  However, details of the actual drawdowns for these roads are a 
matter for the National Roads Authority.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WRNNNN00550Local Authority Funding

11/06/2013WRNNNN006001088. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding each local authority in County Waterford has received from his Department under 
the transport capital investment programme’s public transport sub-programme in each of the 
past six years. [27084/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN007001089. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding each local authority in County Waterford has received from his Department under 
the transport capital investment programme’s Smarter Travel sub-programme in each of the 
past three years.  [27085/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1088 and 1089 together.

The following Exchequer payments were made to Waterford City & County Councils in 
respect of the public transport capital investment programme in the period 2007-2012:    
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Waterford City Council 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007
Regional Cities Programme 640,941 1,892,460* 1,033,732 712,913 174,000 73,239
National Cycle Network Funding 
Programme 2012/2013

289,000 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Carbon Reduction Measures N/A N/A N/A 37,500 N/A N/A
Total 929,941 1,892,460 1,033,732 750,413 174,000 73,239
Waterford Co Council       
Smarter Travel Areas Programme 
2012-2017

7,200,000 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

National Cycle Network Funding 
Programme 2012/2013

310,500 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Active Travel Towns Funding Pro-
gramme - Development of Walking 
and Cycling Strategies

20,000 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Smarter Travel Jobs Initiative Funding 
Programme Rounds 1,2, & 3

N/A 619,902 N/A N/A N/A N/A

Smarter Travel Areas Jobs Initiative 
funding

N/A 125,731 N/A N/A N/A N/A

Total 7,530,500 745,633 N/A N/A N/A N/A
* Includes €1.093m under Regional Cities Jobs Initiative Scheme.

  Questions Nos. 1090 and 1091 answered with Question No. 1087.

11/06/2013WRNNNN00950Rural Transport Programme Funding

11/06/2013WRNNNN010001092. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding County Waterford operators have received from his Department under the rural 
transport programme in each of the past seven years.  [27088/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): As Minister of State for Public and Commuter Transport I have responsibility for policy 
and overall funding in relation to the Rural Transport Programme (RTP).  The RTP including 
allocation of funding was managed on behalf of the Department by Pobal until 31st March 
2012.   Following the Government Decision of 26th January 2012 in relation to integrated local 
and rural transport, responsibility for the management of the RTP was assigned to the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012.   The Programme is currently man-
aged by Pobal in conjunction with the NTA as part of the Programme transition.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA/Pobal for direct reply.   Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WRNNNN01150Capital Expenditure Programme Issues

11/06/2013WRNNNN012001093. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding Waterford Airport Company has received from his Department under the regional 
airports operational expenditure subvention scheme in each of the past eight years, 2013 inclu-
sive. [27089/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN013001094. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding Waterford Airport Company has received from his Department under the capital 
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expenditure grant scheme in each of the past eight years, 2013 inclusive. [27090/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1093 and 1094 together.

Exchequer funding provided to Waterford Airport under the capital expenditure grant (Ca-
pex) scheme and under the operational expenditure subvention (Opex) scheme from 2006 to 
date is set out in the following table.  

 - 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Operational
Subvention
(Opex) (€)

687,685 1,352,000 1,540,000 1,494,000 1,584,458 1,272,071 1,290,000 Opex applica-
tions will be 
invited later in 
2013

Capital Expenditure (Ca-
pex) (€) 

0 1,174,489 1,907,729 223,607 23,380 795,582 1,333,830 74,728 to date

Total Exchequer 
Support (€)

686,685 2,526,489 3,447,729 1,717,607 1,607,838 2,067,653 2,623,830 74,728 to date

11/06/2013WRNNNN01450Regional Road Network

11/06/2013WRNNNN015001095. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
amount of grant aid his Department has historically allocated for works, including construction 
and land acquisition costs, specifically relating to the Waterford Airport Road, which is desig-
nated as a strategic non-national route. [27091/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.   Works on such 
roads are a matter, for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the local authority.

Waterford County Council was provided with a total of €11,085,091 towards the R708 Air-
port Road between 2003 and 2009.

11/06/2013WRNNNN01650EU Directives

11/06/2013WRNNNN017001096. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the work 
his Department is currently undertaking on various pieces of upcoming legislation, through a 
potential Bill to go through the Houses of the Oireachtas or through Statutory Instrument, to 
ensure Ireland is in compliance with the upcoming deadlines of Directives from the European 
Union; the deadline in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27482/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Work is on-going 
on Statutory Instruments required to transpose the following EU Directives into Irish Law up to 
the end of 2013.  Deadlines where applicable are shown. 

Directive 2012/45 EC Amending Directive 2008/68 EC on the inland transportation of dan-
gerous goods - deadline of 30 June 2013; Directive 2011/76/EU of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 27 September 2011 amending Directive 1999/62/EC on the charging of heavy 
goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures - deadline of 16 October 2013; Directive 
2008/106/EC of 19 November 2008 on minimum level of training for seafarers (recast) - no 
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deadline specified in the recast Directive.

11/06/2013WRNNNN01850Road Tolls

11/06/2013WRNNNN019001097. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide, in tabular form for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, the total revenues 
raised by late payment penalties to eFlow; and the number of vehicle owners who were subject 
to additional late penalties to eFlow during this period.  [27489/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will 
be aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have overall responsibility for  policy 
and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The implementation of individual 
national road schemes which provide for tolling, is a matter for the National Roads Authority 
(NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2007.  Moreover, the statutory power to levy tolls on na-
tional roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors in 
respect of national roads is very specifically vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act, 
1993 (as amended). 

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I am referring his Question to the NRA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WRNNNN02050Driving Licence Renewals

11/06/2013WRNNNN021001098. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
issues surrounding category two driving licences will be resolved in view of the fact that re-
newal applicants with medical conditions will not be eligible to reapply for such a licence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27513/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I assume that the 
Deputy is referring to the two Groups into which driving licences are divided for the purpose of 
legislation on medical fitness to drive.

Irish legislation with regard to medical fitness to drive is governed by EU law, which we 
are required to follow.   The legislation in this regard is set out in the Road Traffic (Licensing 
of Drivers) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 537 of 2006), as amended, in particular, by the Road 
Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2010 (S.I. No. 544 of 2010).   
The most recent change to regulations regarding medical fitness to drive was made in S.I. No. 
544 of 2010, which transposed into Irish law two EU Directives, Commission Directive No. 
2009/112/EC of 25 August 2009 and Commission Directive No. 2009/113/EC of 25 August 
2009.   These Directives revised EU standards on medical fitness to drive in a number of areas, 
including eyesight, epilepsy, and diabetes mellitus.

The Deputy may wish to note my replies to Question 634 of 12 June 2012 and Question 541 
of 10 July 2012 on this matter.

We are compliant with EU law, and there are no planned revisions.

11/06/2013WRNNNN02250Irish Coast Guard Issues

11/06/2013WRNNNN023001099. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
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Lough Ree RNLI lifeboat service will become a permanent safety fixture on the lake and River 
Shannon after serving its 12-month probation; if he will acknowledge the important contribu-
tion the service has made to safety on the water since its operation in June 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27529/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Although the many 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution services are an important declared resource for the Irish 
Coast Guard, the establishment of RNLI lifeboat services either temporarily or permanently is 
a matter for the RNLI itself.

11/06/2013WRNNNN02450Driving Licence Issues

11/06/2013WRNNNN025001100. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the position regarding the towing of car trailers; if he will outline the regulations regarding 
same; if there are any new regulations being considered; if an awareness campaign is planned 
in relation to this; the steps available to persons wishing to comply with these regulations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27603/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The driver licens-
ing regulations are set out in the Road Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 
537 of 2006), as amended.  The most recent change to the categories of licences came into ef-
fect in January of this year, in accordance with the Road Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 483 of 2011). 

A category B licence covers cars with a trailer where the design gross vehicle weight of the 
trailer is not greater than 750 kg.   A category B licence with code 106 covers a combination 
where the design gross vehicle weight of the trailer may exceed 750 kg and where the design 
gross vehicle weight of drawing vehicle and trailer combined does not exceed 4,250 kg. 

A category BE licence entitled the holder to drive a category B and trailer where the design 
gross vehicle weight of the trailer is not greater than 3,500 kg.

On 12th January 2013, the Road Safety Authority became the driver licensing authority for 
the country.  Further information on licence categories can be obtained from the RSA who are 
also responsible for public information campaigns in this area.

11/06/2013WRNNNN02650Bus Éireann Services

11/06/2013WRNNNN027001101. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request Bus Éireann to provide a bus shelter in the vicinity of the junction of a club (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27611/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of 
bus stop improvement is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction 
with the relevant transport provider and I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/06/2013WRNNNN02850National Roads Authority Projects

11/06/2013WRNNNN029001102. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
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he will provide the estimated reduction in journey time from Greystones to Gorey on the N11 
once the upgrade is complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27617/13]

11/06/2013WRNNNN03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WROOO00150Rail Services

11/06/2013WROOO002001103. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son two lifts at a train station (details supplied), that have been completed for a number of 
months, have not been made operational; if the construction contractor involved has handed 
over the project to Iarnród Éireann or DART operations; if not, the reason there has been a 
delay; when he expects the lifts to be available for use by public transport users; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27631/13]

11/06/2013WROOO00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/06/2013WROOO00350Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

11/06/2013WROOO004001104. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding that will be made available in 2013 for sports capital grants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27644/13]

11/06/2013WROOO005001107. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the National Sports Grant for 2013, the amount of money that is available; 
and how it will be allocated.  [27763/13]

11/06/2013WROOO00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1104 and 1107 together.  

Some €13.5m is provided in the subhead in 2013 to cover payments to Sports Capital Pro-
gramme grantees.

11/06/2013WROOO00650Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

11/06/2013WROOO007001105. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
allocation made under the sports capital programme each year since 2005 and the amount of 
each yearly allocation that has been spent to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27653/13]

11/06/2013WROOO00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the table below.  These figures 
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include allocations made outside the publically advertised rounds of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.  Details of all allocations made under the Programme are available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.dttas.ie.    

Year Allocated Drawn down
2005 €66,233,652 €61,784,724
2006 €88,185,997 €80,293,964
2007 €85,000,000 €74,085,877
2008 €50,250,000 €43,652,182
2009 €2,400,000 €2,350,000
2010 €12,933,000 €12,513,572
2011 €6,201,691 €5,664,310
2012 €35,435,879 €4,428,562

11/06/2013WROOO00850Road Improvement Schemes

11/06/2013WROOO009001106. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
reintroduce the local road improvement scheme for the benefit of roads in rural areas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27745/13]

11/06/2013WROOO01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Local Im-
provements Scheme provided funding for the maintenance and improvement of private road-
ways which are, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner. 

State grants available to supplement expenditure by local authorities on the maintenance 
of regional and local roads have been reduced significantly and there will be further cuts over 
the next few years.  The scale of the cuts have necessitated that some grant programmes be 
curtailed or ended.

In making adjustments to the regional and local roads allocations the primary aim has been, 
as far as is possible, to protect previous investment in the road network and use the  available 
funding to maintain and restore public roads, including those in rural areas.  Given that prior-
ity, it was not possible to provide a separate allocation under the Local Improvement Scheme 
in 2013.  

Instead this year local authorities have been provided with the opportunity to use up to 7% 
of their Discretionary Grant on these private roads under the Local Improvements Scheme 
should they wish to do so, however it is a matter for the Council to prioritise their work pro-
grammes and decide if they wish to avail of this flexibility. 

Question No. 1107 answered with Question No. 1104.

11/06/2013WROOO01150Public Transport Provision

11/06/2013WROOO012001108. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of persons who have opted for the new Auto Top-Up feature on the Leap Card system oper-
ated by the National Transport Authority as of Thursday, 13 June 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [27793/13]

11/06/2013WROOO01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility to 
develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing Leap Card sys-
tem in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became a function of the National Transport Authority 
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(NTA) with effect from 30th September 2010.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WROOO01325North-South Implementation Bodies

11/06/2013WROOO014001109. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the work of the North/South tourism body; if he will provide specific 
details of the joint initiatives and projects his Department is currently working on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [27796/13]

11/06/2013WROOO01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tourism Ireland 
Limited is the North South body responsible for promoting the Island of Ireland overseas as a 
tourist destination. The day-to-day work of the Agency is an operational matter for the Agency 
itself. However, it operates in accordance with decisions on policies and actions taken by the 
North/South Ministerial Council (NSMC) meeting in Sectoral format.

The Deputy will be aware that tourism was specifically identified in the Good Friday Agree-
ment as one of the key areas for North/South co-operation.

The most recent NSMC meeting in Tourism Sectoral format took place on 28th Novem-
ber 2012 in Armagh. The agenda items included Tourism Ireland’s Draft Business Plan for 
2013.  The Council also discussed major tourism initiatives including The Gathering Ireland 
2013 and Derry-Londonderry UK City of Culture 2013, and noted the major role which Tour-
ism Ireland is playing in their overseas promotion.  At the meeting, a paper on the Great Britain 
market was also discussed.

The next NSMC meeting in Tourism Sectoral format will take place on 26th June 2013 in 
Armagh.  Amongst the anticipated discussion items will be Tourism Ireland’s Annual Report 
for 2012, a review of the 2013 tourism season to date (including major tourism initiatives North 
and South) and the tourism prospects for the remainder of 2013 and beyond. 

There is also ongoing co-operation between the tourism agencies and Government Depart-
ments north and south in a number of other areas including the selection of suitable tourism 
projects to benefit from Peace/INTERREG funds, work to harmonise and share tourism statis-
tics north and south and specific initiatives by the agencies in relation to major events such as 
the Giro d’Italia.  I look forward to this work continuing and to availing of any other beneficial 
opportunities for north/south cooperation in the tourism sector in the future.

11/06/2013WROOO01550Taxi Regulations

11/06/2013WROOO016001110. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide, in tabular form, by county, for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012, the number of 
persons who applied for SPSV licences in each of the local authority areas for that period; the 
number of persons who were successful; the number of persons who were unsuccessful in the 
geography element of the test; the numbers of those persons unsuccessful in the geography test 
who attained a score of 70% or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27806/13]

11/06/2013WROOO01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the taxi 
industry under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009, including respon-
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sibility for SPSV licensing requirements and the development and administration of the area 
knowledge and skills development test.

Your correspondence has been forwarded to the NTA for direct reply. If you do not receive 
a response within ten working days please notify my private office. 

11/06/2013WROOO01750Road Maintenance

11/06/2013WROOO018001111. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a breakdown, in tabular form, by county council, of the amount of money that 
has been provided for road maintenance in the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27815/13]

11/06/2013WROOO019001112. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a breakdown, in tabular form, by county council, of the amount of money that 
has been provided for road repair in the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27816/13]

11/06/2013WROOO02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1111 and 1112 together.  

Details of the regional and local road grant payments to county councils are outlined in the 
regional and local road grant payment booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.  Details 
of the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations to each county council are also available 
in the Dáil library.

With regard to national roads, details of the allocations to each local authority are also avail-
able in the Dáil library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of funding for these roads is 
a matter for the National Roads Authority.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WROOO02050Road Safety Authority Campaigns

11/06/2013WROOO021001113. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of initiatives the Road Safety Authority has engaged in with the Department of the Environ-
ment in Northern Ireland, which has responsibility for road safety, from 2007-2013; if the RSA 
has received offers from interested persons in the DOENI regarding cross-Border campaigns 
for road safety projects on the island of Ireland; if the RSA is considering engaging in such 
campaigns in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27817/13]

11/06/2013WROOO02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject matter 
of this question is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question 
to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my Office if a reply has not 
been received within ten days. 

11/06/2013WROOO02250Parking Regulations

11/06/2013WROOO023001114. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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how a person or a company may obtain a licence for clamping; the procedure for same; the 
information that is needed; the costs involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[27826/13]

11/06/2013WROOO02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While Section 
101B of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, provides for the clamping and/or towing of vehicles by 
local authorities or their agents on public roads or local authority car parks, there is currently 
no regulation of clamping companies nor of the activity of clamping on private land.  In line 
with the commitment contained in the Programme for Government to “legislate to regulate the 
vehicle clamping industry”, the Government recently approved the Heads of the Regulation of 
Vehicle Immobilisation Bill, which are available on my Department’s website.

Under the provisions of this Bill, the National Transport Authority will be given powers to 
license clamping companies, set clamping-release fees, establish an appeals process and sepa-
rate complaints procedure, as well as introducing an industry-wide code of practice.

The Bill will be drafted over the coming months in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
and I hope to  introduce it in the Oireachtas later in the year. 

11/06/2013WROOO02450Road Projects Issues

11/06/2013WROOO025001115. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that a number of farmers in north Tipperary (details supplied) 
have yet to be paid for lands acquired through compulsory purchase order for the construction 
of a road; the reasons for the excessive delay in this case; the steps being taken to tackle this 
issue; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27954/13]

11/06/2013WROOO02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects, including the purchase of land for such purposes, is a matter for the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2013WROOO02650The Gathering Initiatives

11/06/2013WROOO027001116. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to build on the success of The Gathering; the efforts under consideration regarding the building 
of a brand Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28018/13]

11/06/2013WROOO02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the reaction to date on The Gathering Ireland 2013 has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive. While we have very much targeted this year, I have no doubt that the pay-off for participa-
tion will have longer term positive consequences with many of the events developing into an-
nual traditions and creating on-going connections with other parts of the world. The Gathering 
2013 project advisory board has been working with the Gathering 2013 team and the tourism 
agencies on securing the legacy of the Gathering 2013, to ensure the good work being achieved 
is continued, and that the outcome of the Gathering continues to have lasting positive benefits.
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With regard to the building of a brand Ireland, from a tourism perspective, responsibility 
for the overseas promotion of Ireland  rests with Tourism Ireland Ltd.  The agency undertakes 
regular reviews of the brand itself as well as detailed market research in all of our main overseas 
tourism markets. In terms of the overall brand, the island of Ireland tourism brand was reviewed 
and refreshed in 2011. As a result, a new three-year global advertising campaign - “Jump into 
Ireland” - comprising TV, radio, print, cinema and on-line advertisements has been rolling 
out across the 22 markets in which Tourism Ireland has a presence to an estimated audience 
of 200 million potential visitors worldwide. The campaign has been developed to be flexible 
and adaptable and will evolve over its three-year lifespan to capitalise on events such as ‘The 
Gathering Ireland 2013’.

Tourism Ireland also works closely with the Irish Embassies in all tourism markets and with 
agencies such as Enterprise Ireland, IDA, Bord Bia, Culture Ireland and the Irish Film Board 
on projects including St Patrick’s Day, overseas trade missions, and to maximise the tourism 
potential of Irish food and film. In addition, Tourism Ireland, in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland, 
the Northern Ireland Tourist Board and the Irish Tourist Industry Confederation (ITIC), estab-
lished a Tourism Recovery Taskforce during 2011 to further ensure that Ireland is promoted at 
home and abroad with one strong brand message and a coordinated strategy and action plan 
involving wide public and private sector participation.

11/06/2013WROOO02850Consumer Protection

11/06/2013WROOO029001117. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will regulate the hidden fees that are being applied to unsuspecting customers who wish to 
hire a car; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28036/13]

11/06/2013WROOO03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Con-
sumer Agency, which is under the remit of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, is 
responsible for the enforcement of the Consumer Protection Act 2007.  Consumers who have 
been subject to misleading or unfair practices by car rental companies may make a complaint 
to the Agency.

In this regard, the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation recently commenced a public 
consultation on  the implementation of Directive 2011/83/EU on Consumer Rights which must 
be applied in Member States from 13 June 2014.  As part of the Directive, a trader must seek 
the express consent of the consumer to any extra fees or charges.  If this is not obtained, then the 
consumer shall be entitled to reimbursement of this payment.  It also requires that information 
is provided in a clear and comprehensible manner about the ‘total price of the goods or services 
inclusive of taxes’ and, where applicable, about ‘any other costs’. If the trader has not complied, 
the consumer will not be required to bear those costs.  My Department will be making observa-
tions in the context of the  tourist experience.

Those customers with complaints about their experience should also be aware that the Car 
Rental Council of Ireland, an industry body which represents the main  car rental companies, op-
erates its own Code of Practice for its members which amongst other commitments states that 
a member company will “clearly advise the customer of what is included in the price quoted to 
avoid any charges that might, later on, be perceived by the customer as hidden, unexpected or 
unfair”. 

As the Deputy may be aware, I have no regulatory function in relation to the car rental in-
dustry.  However, the tourism agencies under the aegis of my Department have put information 
on their websites to help make tourists aware of potential issues pertaining to car rental, and to 
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help them avoid charges they may not wish to incur.

11/06/2013WROOO03050Integrated Ticketing

11/06/2013WROOO031001118. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Leap cards 
will be introduced in County Galway; if so, if he will provide an indicative timeframe for their 
introduction; and if he will confirm if Leap cards will be functional on a national basis across 
cities and urban areas.  [28105/13]

11/06/2013WROOO03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Responsibility to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated 
ticketing system in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became the function of the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) with effect from 30th September 2010 in accordance with section 58 of 
the Dublin Transport Authority (DTA) Act 2008. In addition, section 63 of the DTA Act 2008 
extends the NTA’s remit in relation to integrated ticketing to the rest of the State. 

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.


